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Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!

Attorney General Cuomo Announces
More Auction Rate Securities
Settlements

Total of Approximately $50 Billion Buyback to Investors in Combined
Settlements to Date
Firms to Pay $162.5 Million in Combined Penalties

INSIDE
AUTOMOTIVE
P g. 9

BUSINESS

and sold auction rate securities as
safe, cash-equivalent products,
when in fact they faced increasing
liquidity
risk.

Within the past two weeks, Cuomo
has signed agreements restoring an
estimated $50 billion of liquidity
to over 183,000 thousand investors
across
the
nation.
“Today (August 21, 2008)
is a win for investors and a
win for the market, and to date
we’ve returned close to $50
billions back into the pockets of
investors,” said Attorney General
Andrew Cuomo. “At the heart of
this investigation, is improving
confidence for the investor and for the
market, and today we’ve taken
another giant step forward towards
fulfilling
this
goal.”
Under Cuomo’s settlements, the
firms have agreed to the following
buy-backs of all auction rate
see Attorney General Pg. 8

Houses Can Form a Neighborhood but Only
People Can Make It a Community
By Bob Granata
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FLEETWOOD,
MOUNT
VERNON, NY -- After several
meetings with CVS, it is clear that
their plans will not be of benefit
to our community. The loss of a
major supermarket that is within
easy walking distance to literally
thousands of people will kill our
neighborhood. The expanded CVS
food section about which they speak
will offer neither the selection nor
pricing that will allow Fleetwood
to survive as a progressive,
diverse community. Our seniors
will move (if they are able), and
it will be difficult for us to entice
new residents. One of the reasons
that CVS is using the existing

footprint (and thereby not having
enough room to include a fullsize supermarket) is that using
the existing building footprint
will bypass the need for zoning
approval. (A more likely reason
for this decision is that they do not
wish to share space with a store
that will have competing products
at a lower price, such as personal
care items, health care items, etc)
On my website, this is what I
say about Fleetwood: “Houses
can form a neighborhood but only
people can make it a community.”
Fleetwood
Small
Town
Feel
in
a
Large
City
see Replacing Pg. 6

Electro-Optical Sciences
Completes Pivotal Trial for
Early Melanoma Detection
IRVINGTON, NY-- Electro-Optical
Sciences, Inc. (“EOS”) (NASDAQ:
MELA) August 4, 2008, announced
that patient accrual in the MelaFind®
pivotal trial was
completed the
week
prior.
MelaFind is a
n o n - in v as iv e,
point-of-care
instrument
designed
and
developed
by
EOS to assist in the early diagnosis
of melanoma, the deadliest form of
skin cancer.
“This represents a significant
milestone for the company in our
quest to improve early melanoma
detection,” said Joseph V. Gulfo,
MD, MBA, President & CEO. “We
would like to thank the dedicated
physicians, nurses, and staff at our
clinical trial sites, and most notably,
the patients for their willingness to
participate in this landmark study.”
MelaFind features a hand-held
imaging device that emits multiple
wavelengths of light to obtain
thousands of characteristics of
suspicious pigmented skin lesions
up to 2.5 mm deep into the skin.
The system uses sophisticated,
proprietary algorithms to analyze
these data against a proprietary
database of melanomas and benign
lesions. Based on the analysis, the
system generates an objective,
detailed report with an immediate
recommendation of whether the
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Governor Paterson Announces Agreement
with Legislature to Enact an Over $1
Billion, Two-Year Savings Plan at Special
Economic Session

Over $400 million in Current Year Savings Will Guard Against
Further Declines in Revenue; Combined with over $600 million in
2009-10 Savings, Actions Will Substantially Reduce Next Year’s Deficit
ALBANY, NY -- Governor David
A. Paterson today announced an
agreement with the Legislature
to enact an over $1 billion, twoyear savings plan that does not
include any tax or fee increases
and reduces spending in the current
year so that growth is held to the
rate of inflation. These actions
will achieve savings of over $400
million in 2008-09 and over $600
million in 2009-10, guard against
further declines in revenue during
the current fiscal year, and reduce
next year’s state budget deficit
from $6.4 billion to $5.4 billion.
“Too often in the past, our State’s
failure to respond quickly to fiscal
crises has only made our budget
problems worse and the solutions

Replacing the A&P
Grocery Store with a CVS
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NEW YORK, NY -- Attorney
General Andrew M. Cuomo today
announced
another
round
of
agreements
to
provide
liquidity
to
consumers
who purchased auction rate
securities. Under the latest series of
agreements,
Merrill
Lynch
&
Co.
(“Merrill
Lynch”),
The
Goldman
Sachs
Group, Inc. (“Goldman Sachs”),
Deutsche Bank Securities, Inc. and
Deutsche Bank AG (collectively,
“Deutsche Bank”) will return an
estimated $10 billion to investors
across New York State and the nation.
The
agreement
settles
allegations that these firms made
misrepresentations
in
their
marketing and sales of auction rate
securities. These firms marketed

Shifting
Gears

Clinton
Coup

I Think
I Forgot

we’ve had to implement more
painful,” said Governor Paterson.
“Today, we are taking a different
approach. Rather than simply

hoping that our struggling economy
improves, all sides worked together
in the spirit of cooperation and took
action to reduce spending. I want to
thank my partners in the Legislature
for working productively with
me during this special session.”
On July 30, Governor Paterson
called for a special emergency
economic session of the Legislature
and asked the Assembly and the
Senate to make additional spending
reductions in the 2008-09 fiscal
year. At the same time, he also
administratively imposed a hard
hiring freeze and cut current-year
state agency spending by $630
million – on top of the $500 million
(3.35 percent) agency spending
see Governor Pg. 8

The Outcome Becomes
a Living Epitaph
The Hezitorial

By Hezi Aris
The summer is about to set its
intensity after having infused
a sense of lethargy cloaked in
financial urgency during its third
quarter seasonal reign. While
financial and fiscal pundits spoke
of reversal only last week, when it
was recognized that the almighty
dollar had garnered some luster
as commodity prices, particularly
oil, shied from its elongating
shadow. Despite the talking heads,
Barron’s analysis and prognosis
of the sustainability of the Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac constructs
regarding home sales caused a 22
percent plus diminution of their
respective stock valuations on
Monday, August 18, 2008. Add to
that, US wholesale prices recording
their biggest annual increase in 27
years last month, highlighting the
inflation fears that continue to haunt
the economy, conclusive evidence
that wholesalers are aggressively
passing on higher input costs onto
their customers is incontrovertible.
Layer onto present circumstances
the crisis that has gripped Albany
and its ability to steer the economic
engine of New York State and you

Secrets to
Building a
Thriving
Business

lesion should be biopsied.
The blinded pivotal trial, which
will serve as the basis for the
company’s Pre-Market Approval
(PMA) application
with the U.S.
Food and Drug
Administration
(FDA),
was
conducted
at
seven
centers
in the U.S.
Investigators
used the MelaFind system to
evaluate over 1,800 suspicious
lesions from over 1,300 patients.
All the suspicious lesions were
subsequently biopsied and sent for
dermatohistopathologic analysis.
Results of the pivotal trial are
anticipated in the fourth quarter,
with PMA filing to follow.
Cancers of the skin have a higher
incidence than all other cancers
with melanoma being the deadliest
form of skin cancer responsible
for approximately 80% of the skin
cancer fatalities. The melanoma
rate has continued to increase with
an estimated 120,000 new cases
of melanoma projected in 2008.
A recent National Cancer Institute
report published in the July 10
online edition of the Journal of
Investigative Dermatology indicates
that annual incidence of melanoma
among young adult Caucasian
women rose 50% between 1980
and 2004. Although no cure is

ORLANDO, FL -- In today’s
society, many husbands and wives
are also married to their careers,
which can make it difficult to
maintain a healthy and happy
marriage. Other married couples,
like Luke and Maisie Knowles,
combine work life and home life
as husband-and-wife entrepreneurs.
The co-founders of FreeShipping.
org, a one-stop destination for
consumers to find online retailers
that offer free shipping deals, the
Knowles have what they call an
added challenge and benefit that most
husband-and-wife
entrepreneurs
don’t share. They work from a home
office – side by side – just a few feet
away from each other. And they

see Electro-Optical Pg. 4

see Secrets Pg. 4

wonder as you recognize that we
are frozen before circumstances of

our own doing, yet those that have
concocted these ominous situations
are in search of escape rather that
to do good by its reality. Solution
has yet to resonate among the
political elite for they have brought
us all to this precipice; and lest we
forget, we have enabled them their
whimsy and accumulation of power
and wealth. Let’s take a closer look
at circumstances in the City of
Yonkers to find our way, if we can.
The City of Yonkers is engaged in a
process of economic resurgence that
is presently being imprinted onto its
landscape vis-à-vis the Ridge Hill

Development. The promise of its
village demeanor design is certain
to attract tenants, brought to their
homes by construction jobs, and
expectant retail jobs, and sales tax
revenue increases. From inception
the Ridge Hill Development process
may be best described as arduous,
pitting yet to be revealed agenda
driven advocates from one side or
another in the battle for dominance
of vision. To our collective shame,
Yonkers suffers the process while
each facet of the political divide
claim victory, reveling in their
political gains as Yonkers is pained
by the skirmishes it endures.
Yonkers continues to be demeaned
by a process that chastises its final
choice, and has been driven to
conclusion by political design to
which its say has been squelched,
some say, completely silenced. The
ridicule emanates from the days of
the desegregation battle that shook
the city to its very core. Gripped in
the microcosm of reality then, and
deflected from the deteriorating
situation about them, Yonkers fancy
was directed in a fight they could not
see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

The Upper Class Marks 5th
Anniversary on National
Grandparents Day

and Maintaining a
Healthy Marriage

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- This
September, The Upper Class, LLC,
a Westchester family business
spanning 3 generations, will mark
its 5th Anniversary by celebrating
the close to 20,000 area seniors

who have become a part of The
Upper Class family.
Enjoying
approximately 150 Upper Class
unique trips and tours this year,
these active adults have singlesee The Upper Class Pg. 4
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Op-Ed • Radio
The Outcome Becomes a Living Epitaph

win. The outcome became a living
epitaph by which Yonkers was
viewed. Behind our backs, people
were heard saying how Yonkers
messed it up for “ourselves” and that
was among the main reasons for our
present plight being expressed with
condescension in their voice. More
derisive comments were heard
saying we would miss the next
cycle of growth. The precipice of
which is often spoken is here upon
us. It is called SFC Yonkers.
SFC Yonkers is a gargantuan
undertaking. One so huge and
immense in its real estate breadth,
that it has consumed the city for
almost seven years. To be fair,
its latest permutation is nary 2 ½
years old; those prior visions were
eclipsed by the present design. The
gist for approving the SFC Yonkers
plan has been to tug at Yonkers
emotional strings, supplying too
little hard numbers to substantiate
the humongous project.
Some say Yonkers is a divided
city. On the one hand we are told
to celebrate our differences; on the
other hand we are told the east side
could care less about the west side,
and vice versa. In reality, we do
care. We don’t always have the time
to share our concerns with others. It
is a complicated question ill defined
by a quick comment consisting of
one or two lines. Those that ask
are not always interested in the
betterment of the city and too
often we don’t have the time to
make a lucid statement. We are
all so busy and that is why we are
often disappointed that our elected
officials do not find the time to
enunciate their stance on issue after
issue. The political gamesmanship
has become soap opera in its
monotony and we are lost on how

the equation may change.
Others say we must tabulate
and explore the numbers. What
do they say? Will our decaying
infrastructure be salvaged by the
tax increment financing vehicle
once spoken about to bring about
the sexy renderings shown to be
the SFC Yonkers vision? Or will
the promises for which hand shakes
were clasped be blown asunder by
the inescapability of the financial
reality confronting us? Worse still,
does anybody fully comprehend
the enormity of this project or are
we simply meandering toward a
vote by default gleaned solely by
following a delineated process
that has done little to divulge fact
and circumstance, and even less of
financial return.
Some blatant concerns have
revealed themselves over the
summer months. If as suggested, the
ballpark aspect of the SFC Yonkers
project is not financially prudent,
does that imply that sections “H”
and “I” should be removed from the
proposed plans? The rationale for
including parcels “H” and “I” was
to compensate for the ballpark being
included in the plans. If that will no
longer be the case, let Yonkersites
demand a return of their legacy.
“H” and “I” can be sold to the same
or another developer for more.
The land development corporation
(LDC) created to daylight the Saw
Mill River running under some
stores about Main Street abutting
Chicken Island itself is call the New
Main Street Development Agency.
What is the demeanor and direction
of their conduct? They have yet
to publicly express themselves?
Silence and obfuscation just won’t
do.
At present, SFC Yonkers is

seemingly being championed by
Joe Apicella, lead protagonist
among the triumvirate developers
that make up the Struever Fidelco
Cappelli consortium. His relentless
demeanor is tempered by the
financial crisis about which we
must all heel, and the lack of
direction imposed by Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone on the culture
of the city, and the opaque approach
by Yonkers City Council President
Chuck Lesnick in bringing about
a studied and logical expression
of the multi-layered compilation
of plans before the city to We the
People.
The debacle of this project is
assured, whether it moves toward
a “Yes!” or a “No!” Yonkers will
have been dragged kicking and
screaming for things to come
to a halt, not because we don’t
understand, or love the renderings,
or the pride we have in Yonkers
potential, but because we haven’t
been given the opportunity to share
in the celebration of a project we
may truly love.
We have lost trust in the people
who claim to speak for us; we have
lost trust in the “apparatchniks”
who have little experience among
the elite and esoteric cadre of
businesspeople they sit across the
table from in negotiation; we have
lost trust in the conduct of our
elected officials who have done
too little to confine their conduct
and study to the good of Yonkers
deferring instead to jockey for
political relevance and survival.
We cannot forget that each of
those whom we speak and refer to
are people we work with every day;
people we respect; people we love;
and people we admire. They are not
the issue, the City of Yonkers and

We the People are.
We can only ask that each
of our elected officials, in the
executive, legislative, and judicial
branches, speak with knowledge,
unemcumbered to ask a question
for clarity when demanded to satiate
their concerns, and to balance their
understanding by sharing and
divulging it openly so that we, and
they, may fully comprehend the
value to move ahead, or to recoil for
safety sake by their very utterance
and expression of thought. You
simply must hear your own mind
consciously at times to comprehend
if you get it. When you get it, so
will we. It is a law of reality.
The past has permitted us too
much license to lower the bar of
excellence demanded of ourselves.
That permission has been removed.
Each in our own way must demand
more of ourselves and more of those
we elected to do our bidding. The
dog and pony shows must be kicked
to curb, brought center stage must
be the issues that could take us one
way or another. Don’t ask us, tell
us; back up your summations with
fact and knowledge, lest you be
fired in the public arena for lacking
the same.
The time is now, because the
financial abyss is close to bottom,
if we approve SFC Yonkers, the
biggest challenge is whether SFC
Yonkers is of stature enough to
gain financial backing from the
institutions on Wall Street.
And as an aside, simple to satisfy
this editor, I hope that the Yonkers
Industrial Development Agency
will not be found to assist in
concocting the issuance of a bond
to circumvent public scrutiny of
the financial conduct of the SFC
Yonkers project. A move to get

On
the
Level
with
Hezi Aris
on
WVOX
1460 AM
Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris
call-in program on WVOX-1460
AM radio this and every Tuesday.
The show is heard live by way of
streaming audio technology on your
computer, from 10:00 am through
11:00 am.
For those who can’t get enough
radio, consider listening to Hezi
Aris every Monday and Thursday,
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events
impacting Westchester politics
with Bob Marrone, host of Good
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob
Marrone every day from 6:00 am
through 9:00 am during your daily
commute from Monday through
Friday.
The call-in talk show format
invites your perspective; share your
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110.
Those who call are asked to please
stay on topic.
YIDA complicity with certain
involvement
by
Westchester
National Bank is a guarantee to a
financial debacle that will default
upon Yonkersites.

He Kids You Not
“Only Kidding,” Says Smith, Believe Him at Your Peril; Big Three Nibble at Budget
By Henry J. Stern
NEW YORK, NY – August 21, 2008
-- Three days ago we wrote about
Democratic Senate leader Malcolm
Smith’s highly unusual remarks to
a conference of lobbyists, in which
he said that early contributions to
the Democrats’ war chest would
be similar to participating in an
IPO in business. An IPO is an
initial public offering, where stock
is offered for the first time to the
general public, rather than being
entirely owned by insiders, often
the company’s founders. If a stock
rises, the purchasers at the IPO will
make more money than those who
buy later.
Since taking money to influence
one’s vote on legislation is a state
crime, there was a problem if
Senator Smith’s remarks were to
be taken literally. When the story
was published in Monday’s Post
and a Daily News blog, the Senator
explained that it was all a joke, that
he was simply trying to entertain
the visitors after their golf games
were rained out. Calling Senator
Jeff Klein “the enforcer” was all in
jest, he said.
It is true that Senator Smith was
joking, but his joke consisted of
telling the truth to the chickens who
were being plucked. It is a joke
because it is unexpected. Most pols
would simply lie while they sucked
the prey dry.
The role of wit was first described
none other than Geoffrey Chaucer
(1343-1400), who wrote, in
Canterbury Tales, “A man may seye
full sooth in game and pley”
Two centuries later, William
Shakespeare (1564-1616) said it
briefly in King Lear, “jesters do oft
prove prophets.”

In 1665, a scant 343 years ago,
the Roxburghe Ballads contained
the saying: “Many a true word hath
been spoken in jest.”
The world knows that people,
and causes, receive more favorable
consideration if they have made
appropriate contributions to those
in a position to be helpful. So it is,
and so it has been for as long as
the mind runneth. It is said in Rule
21-O: One hand washes the other.
In some cases, anger at graft is a
matter of degree – how much is
expected compared with how much
is given. There is also a matter of
timing. A feminist group is called
Emily’s List. Its acronymic maxim
is, “Early money is like yeast.”
If there is a disconnect between
the parties on the size of the gift or
the speed of its delivery, there will
be volatility in the relationship of
predator and prey, until the gap is
at least narrowed. A side gift or two
may ease the situation, particularly
if they are not reportable.
No one, on either side of a
transaction, licit or illicit, likes to
be shorted. That is what happens
when the cops find a drug dealer or
buyer shot to death, and they tell the
press that it was “a drug deal gone
bad.” Or “gone sour.” What then
is a good or a sweet drug deal? It
is when full value is paid, without
skimming, and the drug itself is
not thinned or adulterated with
cutting agents, and both the buyer
and seller are satisfied. In that case,
if one of the parties is murdered,
it is simply a robbery. It lacks the
sinister justification that the victim
deserved death as a byproduct of a
shameful, unlawful transaction.
Peace Before Primaries: August

New York Civic
2008 Is Unlike August 1914.
The Legislature convened Tuesday,
August 19, for a special session
at the request of the governor,
expressed in an unusual 5-minute
radio and TV address to the state.. It
is in the interest of all three men in
the room to come go an agreement
that would appear reasonable to
the public and to their supporters,
whatever it actually is or not.
Senator Skelos wants to hold his
tiny Senate majority by showing
he is for lower taxes and not an
obstructionist. Speaker Silver wants
no new conflicts before his Sept 9
primary, and Governor Paterson
does not want to appear isolated
so early in what he sees as his first
term. The triumvirs compromised
quickly, rather than after prolonged
negotiations, while assuring their
supporters and funders they had
fought to the end on their behalf, and
if they were not there, the outcome
would have been much worse.
Governor Paterson came off quite
well in all this, showing strength in
dealing with both houses in Albany.
With President Bush at his weakest,
with about 25% approving of the job
he is doing and 71% disapproving,
according to the LA Times, he is

still stronger than Congress, whose
rating on Aug 15 is approve 17%,
disapprove 73%. It is easier for
one man to appear to be doing a
good job, rather than an institution
with hundreds of members in two
different houses.
Other pollsters had different
results, NBC Wall Street Journal
had Bush at 31-63, and Gallup
reported 33-61 for the President. In
each case, Congress was far lower.
Neither Nancy Pelosi nor Harry
Reid has inspired America on behalf
of their respective houses.
The result would be similar with
the New York State legislature.
Quinniapac
reports
Governor
Paterson at 64-14, very favorable
result. Voters disapprove, 5526, of the state legislature, with
similar opinions expressed by
voters of both parties. It will be
fascinating to see what happens
if the Senate turns Democrat, we
predict it will be no easier to reach
agreement if the three men in a
room are all from the same party.
This is in part because the leaders
will feel somewhat responsible
to the more extreme members of
their conference. Weakness by the
leaders, or their successors, would
give their colleagues, their natural
rivals, the opportunity to adjust the
balance of power in their favor.
The basic problem, in California
as well as New York, is that there is
a substantial structural imbalance in
the budget, which almost everyone
knows full well.
While the spendthrift Federal
government can print and borrow
trillions
(until
someone
or
something pulls the plug), the fifty
state governments must squirrel

away their borrowing with a
variety of subterfuges. Governor
Schwarzenegger is more popular
than California legislators, but he
requires their assistance to close
a $15 billion budget gap. The last
time this happened, they borrowed;
one time only, they said.
There are different versions as to
whether, and if so to what extent,
pork was reduced in New York
State. We must wait for the budget
to be printed and examined by
experts before choosing sides. Oral
comments are often wrong. One
object of budget making is to make
everyone feel that they received the
best deal possible while spending
the least amount of money. That
intrinsically requires a measure
of deception, so although we may
be disappointed, we should not be
surprised that public officials speak
as they do, on different days and to
different audiences.
The strain of campaigning becomes
acute as elections approach. Old
enemies come out of the woodwork,
the trailer park, the towers or the
sewers to seek revenge. Sometimes
long-held grievances result in
unusual endorsements, often more
informed by who is being opposed
rather than by who is being
supported. Some claims have merit,
but what is a reasonable time frame?
What is appropriate retribution for
real or fancied slights? And what is
the just result if the accused is more
competent than his/her challenger?
Henry J. Stern is the New York
Civic. Peruse his Website for an
archive of his discerning political
mind. Direct comment by email to
StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

Why Give Passes to The Same Sorry Asses?
   One of the quotations most
frequently cited in this space
is Albert Einstein’s definition
of insanity as “doing the same
thing over and over again and
expecting
different
results.”
  A classic example of this will likely
be replayed this coming November,
when the overwhelming majority
of our current reprehensibles
will be returned to Congress.
   Let’s, for purposes of this
discourse, sidestep the question of
who will occupy the White House
early next year, for several reasons.
   First, it will not be the present
resident; from that time on, he will
wield no more power in the Executive
Branch than the least senior security
guard and the most recently hired
pot walloper in the kitchen cadre.
   Furthermore, our new president
will get to sign only such legislation
as will have survived the bullying,
lobbying, cronyism, partisanship
and dealmaking that swirls in

the cauldron of Crapitall Hill.
   True, he may propose laws without
limitation, veto with complete
freedom and roar loudly from the
bully pulpit, but the principal reins
of government will be, as they have
always been, in the hands of those
whose butts occupy the ultimate seats
of power in the Legislative Branch.
   If those hands and butts are
pretty much the same ones that
have been there during the most
recent years and decades, those
readers who harbor even a slight
hope for change must also have
more than a little faith in the tooth
fairy and high hope for a big payoff
from their future lottery tickets.
   Hooked as they are on and by the
seniority system (survival of the
fattest cats in terms of staying power),
those whom we choose to run our
country will be led by their noses,
which will be firmly in the hands
of those longest in incumbency.
   These firmly planted perennials

By Joe Klock, Sr.
starving
hyenas,
will get not only
the poshest office
bent principally on
diggings, but the
having their way and
choicest committee
the ways of those
who brought them
chairs and, thus,
to power and can
the firmest clutches
on
the
jugular
keep them there (can
vein of legislation.
you say “lobbyists,”
   Mind you, this is
boys and girls?).
   One of the least
not the exclusive
desirable byproducts
modus operandi of
of this longevity law
one party or t’other.
Like Klockwork
is the concentration
It is a power wielded
by the “ins,” be they
of control among
Democraps or Rebooblicans; and, those
representing
“safe”
while the “outs” shriek in outrage, constituencies, wherein their serial
the “ins” take full advantage of the reelections are as much in doubt
indomitable leverage they enjoy. as a Michael Phelps Gold Medal.
   This would be okay if incumbents    This results in high-octane
advanced in wisdom, integrity chairpersonships being awarded to
and fairness during their semi- over-the-hill political artifacts and
recumbent tenures on the Hill; mighty hunters who bring home
but such is not the case, except in the bacon (well, pork, actually), to
their oratory and position papers. places frequently inhabited by more
   In practice, they are as open- endangered species life than humans.
minded and even-handed as    These few pooh-bahs get to decide

critical matters, like who gets to
vote on what, regardless of public
opinion and the commonweal.
   Familiarity breeds contentment,
as these good old boys and girls
can comfortably punch the buttons
that make legislation either move
or languish in the impenetrable
cocoon
of
Committeeland.
   Wisely, we set a limit on the term
of our presidents - perhaps, in part,
for the same reason we periodically
change babies’ diapers - but no such
restraint is imposed on the successive
Congresses which have spent us
to the brink of insolvency and
earned us the disrespect of a world
we used to both lead and inspire.
   No matter which candidate
occupies the White House next time
around, it’s almost a slam-dunk that
the real power will again be placed
by we, the people, in the grubby
hands of the same-old-same-old
architects of our present problems.

   There will, of course, be some new
blood injected into Congress next
January, but most of the old blood
will still be flowing on the hill, and
the oldest blood, in terms of seniority,
will have absolute control over what
happens - or doesn’t happen - until
the next probable recoronations.
   Query: After we’ve experienced
an incumbency lasting more than
one unproductive cycle, why don’t
we seek an immediate remedy?
   This form of insanity, a.k.a.
electile dysfunction, CAN be cured
with a self-administered dose of
common sense.

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock,
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a
winter Floridian who summers in
Holderness, New Hampshire. More
of his “Klockwork” can be found
at www.joeklock.com.
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Op-Ed
Weir Only Human: Oh, What a Tangled Web We Weave…

     I would be hard pressed to imagine
a worse nightmare than was recently
visited upon John Edwards when
he was caught with his proverbial
pants down in a Beverly Hills hotel.
After attending a press conference
earlier in the day with Los Angeles
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, the
former North Carolina senator and
presidential candidate scurried
through a rear entrance of the
Beverly Hilton to visit his mistress.
Several hours later, in the wee
hours of the morning, he took the
elevator to the lobby. When the
doors parted, he was face to face
with a reporter from The Enquirer,
who was holding a microphone and
asking questions. Panic-stricken,
the man who was on the short list for
the vice-president spot with Barack
Obama, pushed past the inquisitor
and ran for cover in a men’s room.
When the reporter and one of his

assistants tried to open the door
they found themselves in a tug of
war with Edwards, who was pulling
on the other side. The scene would
be comical if it wasn’t so tragic.
     Here is a man who had projected
a wholesome image as a loving
husband and father, a spokesman for
the poor and homeless, the creator
of the slogan, “Two Americas’”
and recipient of the moniker, “Mr.
Compassion.” Yet, it turns out that
he was cheating on his cancerstricken wife and funneling large
sums of money to his paramour
under the guise of paying for her
talent as a video producer. This is
a man who made tens of millions
of dollars as a trial lawyer, winning
large settlements for his clients (and
himself) while posing as a champion
of the people as he, essentially,
ripped off HMO’s with his tearfully
melodramatic exhortations in front

By Bob Weir
of gullible juries.
the
country
pontificating
Yet, he’s the guy
about his ideas to
who bought a
28,000
square
improve
health
foot mansion on
care in America.
a 102 acre estate,
The
dictionary
should have John
surrounded
by
Edwards’ photo
people living in
Weir Only Human
next to the word,
modest middleclass homes and trailer parks. “shyster.” As it is in many callings,
(During his presidential primary a few unscrupulous practitioners
campaign, his neighbors said they can make an entire profession look
had never seen him. Evidently, sleazy. Sadly, we seldom hear about
he doesn’t fraternize with that the honest, dedicated, benevolent
“other” America.) This is a guy legal beagles who believe the law
who became fabulously wealthy should be used as a salve to heal the
by pushing the litigation envelope wounds of society, rather than as a
against the medical establishment, suction device to bleed it dry. As is
causing malpractice insurance so often the case in these adulterous
rates to increase exponentially; liaisons; the cover-up becomes
costs that have been passed on to worse than the crime. After being
the consumer in the form of higher asked about it several times and
taxes and higher fees for coverage.
repeatedly looking into the cameras
     Yet, he’s the guy who traveled with that innocent, doe-eyed stare he

perfected for his unctuous courtroom
theatrics, the narcissistic nabob
emphatically denied any carnality
with the woman he met in a bar a
couple of years ago. In addition, he
strenuously denounced as false and
defamatory any suggestion that the
daughter born out of wedlock to his
reputed lover is his. If it is, it may
be the only decent chapter in an
otherwise tawdry tale.
     Naturally, after the ambush at
the elevator, the jig was up, so the
pusillanimous prevaricator made a
beeline for Nightline, hoping the
liberal moderator, Bob Woodruff,
would provide a soft landing for
him when his career took a nose
dive. During the interview Edwards
wanted the public to know that
his wife’s cancer was in remission
when he started cheating on her,
adding that it’s “no excuse.”
Don’t you love it when people say
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something intended to give them
cover, followed by an admission
that it doesn’t? As for Elizabeth
Edwards, we can all sympathize
with her and the huge challenge she
faces with her health. However, it
was learned that she knew about
her husband’s affair in 2006, yet she
campaigned with him and testified
to his character and concern for
women’s issues while covering up
for his obvious lack of integrity.
Does this remind anyone of another
couple who schemed and lied
their way into the White House?
Hopefully, in this case, history
won’t repeat itself.
Bob Weir is a contributing
columnist to Yonkers Tribune
and Westchester Times Tribune.
BobWeir777@aol.com.

The Real Choice in November: Partisanship or Partnership
By George Latimer
New York State Assemblyman representing the 91st District
‘Tis the season to be jolly... if
you are a campaign consultant or a
political leader. Your mission, from
September to November, is simple
and straightforward: to elect your
candidate(s) to office. On the
evening of November 4th, when the
returns are in, if your person wins,
the game is over, and you can bask
in the joy of victory. Just like the
Super Bowl aftermath, you can hold
your imaginary trophy up high for the
cameras, head to the off-season,
to plan a repeat victory next year.
But politics are not sports.
The real work of
governing only begins with
Election Night, and extends

through the difficult budget
discussions and legislative issues that
follow. It is the outreach to citizens
every day; following up on constituent
needs every day; exerting oversight
on the execution of policies every
day;
and
more.
There’s
little glory in “doing your
job” every day - but there is
substance and important specifics often boring and non-ideological that seem a world away
from the sport of politics.
All of that is overlooked during an
election campaign. And so the voter
should
be
on
notice.
The inflated campaign rhetoric
that vilifies the other party creates a

climate of partisanship that makes
post-election partnership hard to
find.
The
cooperation, and
mutual
respect
needed
for
alternate points of
view to be worked
at, the way our
Founding Fathers
intended, is utterly
undermined
by
the
practitioners
of the “dark arts”
of politics - attack
ads, nasty direct
mail pieces, harsh
rhetoric, cynical commentary.

How will America fare when
we reach our next true crisis - the
equivalent of the
Civil War, World
Wars I and II, the
Great Depression when we have let
our politics become
so
vituperative
that cooperation is
all but impossible.
There must always
be freedom of
speech, to express
all points of view,
and to do so with
conviction
and
strength. But there must always be a

wise restraint that respects everyone
else’s freedom of speech as well.
We are, in the final analysis, one
country, not a group of Red Voters
designed
to
destroy
Blue
Voters
(and
vice
versa).
Beware, this fall, the immature
candidate who sells snake oil filled
with bile, who offers smart alecky
comments that amuse but do not
enlighten. The mission is ideological
- to defeat the enemy, to win, win
at all costs. In many cases, they do
not wish to govern - they wish to
deconstruct public policy and debate.
They may entertain you, but they
primarily seek to hold high the trophy
of campaign victory with no real

interest in the welfare of the people
whose votes they have sought.
When Election 2008 is over,
neither party will hold all the seats in
Congress
or
the
State
Legislature.
Groups
of
competing
philosophies
will
each hold some sway in the decisions
to come. If we care more about
America than about winning, we will
find ways to work together and build
partnerships to address the very real
needs we have as a people.

infanticide, Obama began an
extensive
cover-up,
accusing
those who exposed the scandal of
lying. But in recent days, based on
documentary evidence unearthed
by the National Right to Life
Committee, the Obama campaign
has been forced to admit that it was
Obama, in fact, who had been lying
all along. He not only led the charge
to allow the continued practice of
infanticide in Illinois, he carried the
flag.
During his recent “not-ready-forprimetime” appearance at Pastor
Rick Warren’s Saddleback forum,
Obama was asked at what point “a
baby gets human rights.” His answer
was shocking: “Well, uh, you know,
I think that whether you’re looking
at it from a theological perspective
or, uh, a scientific perspective,
uh, answering that question with
specificity, uh, you know, is, is, uh,
above my pay grade,” said Obama.
What?! Above my pay grade? And
this man wants to be the leader of
the free world?
Even the most

ardent pro-abortion wactivist would
have likely said that a baby gets
human rights as soon as it’s born,
right? But Obama couldn’t say that.
His opposition to Born Alive proves
he doesn’t believe it. And if he had
said it, he’d have been called on it.
Well, I’m calling him on it
anyway.
So, we now add a new word with
a dual definition to our modern
political lexicon: Obamacide. It
means, 1) Killing the newborn
survivor of a botched abortion
through a deliberate act of omission;
and, 2) That which a nation commits
upon itself by electing one who
would allow such a thing.

Obamacide
How does one properly describe
another who would – for purely
selfish political reasons and with
deliberation – intentionally refuse a
thirsty child water or a hungry child
food?
More specifically, what does
one call a lawmaker who would
condemn to death the child survivor
of a botched abortion by permitting
doctors to refuse that child, once
born alive, potentially life-saving
medical treatment and nutrition?
A number of things come to mind.
Mr. President isn’t one of them.
Based on National Journal’s vote
ratings – an objectively tallied
assessment
of
congressional
voting records – Barack Obama
has properly earned the dubious
distinction as the single most
liberal Senator in Congress during
his brief, albeit overstayed, tenure.
But a cursory review of his words,
deeds and associations reveals that
this ivory-towered Harvard boy is
no run-of-the-mill lefty. He’s an
extremist among extremists.
Put aside for a moment some of
the highly suspect (even criminal)
characters within Obama’s circle of
friends, such as the Rev. Jeremiah
Wright, William Ayers and Tony
Resko. Forget the many antiAmerican sentiments to which
prospective first lady Michelle
Obama has given voice. And ignore,

for now, the socialist, peacenik,
MoveOn.org positions Obama
holds on a host of fiscal, social and
national security-related issues.
Instead, for the sake of brevity, take
a look at Obama’s demonstrably
radical stance on just one issue:
abortion.
Last year the U.S. Supreme Court
upheld in Gonzales v. Carhart the
federal ban on the barbaric practice
of partial-birth abortion. Congress
overwhelmingly passed the ban in
2003. Even some of the most liberal
members of Congress experienced
unexplained fits of common sense,
voting for the ban in the face
of angry demands from mouthfoaming feminists.
Although the American Medical
Association has determined that
partial-birth abortion is never
necessary under any circumstances,
Obama threw a hissy, nonetheless,
after the opinion came down. While
deriding the Court for its ruling,
he whined, “For the first time
in Gonzales versus Carhart, the
Supreme Court upheld a federal ban
on abortions with criminal penalties
for doctors.”
So what, exactly, did the ban ban?
What “hard-won right” – as he later
called partial-birth abortion – was
Obama so steadfast to preserve?
During a partial-birth abortion, the
abortionist pulls a fully developed,

Political Audacity
Absent Hope
By Vox Populi
Mike Spano’s recent conversion
of convenience from the Republican
Party to the Democrat Party continues
to display the “no political values
of self interest” so characteristic of
this once “all-powerful” political
clan. As government is supposed
to exist to serve the people, the
“people”
know more
and
more
each day that
government
serves itself
through
these elected
officials who continue to make
it their lifeline of lifetime
employment.
The system continues to insult the
party faithful of all parties, people
of principles, party loyalists, and all
thinking voters when what you (the
candidate or the elected official)
stand for is nothing. That is,
nothing but yourself. So it is that the
Westchester County Conservative
Party under the chairmanship of
Ms. Gail Burns can give their
endorsement to Republican, turned
Democrat Mike Spano. At least
under the Republican banner Mike
Spano’s liberal philosophy was
camouflaged. As a Democrat, it’s
not.

Why would the Westchester County
Conservative Party continue to give
its endorsement to Assemblyman
Spano and not to a bonafide
Republican/Independent in the
same race? Because its all a game;
controlled by a few for the benefit
of still fewer. How convenient that
Ms. Burns,
through her
former boss,
and Mike’s
“big” brother,
Nick Spano,
transitioned
h
e
r
employment from the state senator’s
office to the mayor’s office.
Credentials? - None! Bio – Spano
family loyalist. The Republican
Mayor, Phil Amicone, the highest
elected Republican official in
Westchester
County
couldn’t
manage to persuade Ms. Burns
and the Conservatives to endorse a
Republican. This would have made
sense and given the Republican
candidate three lines as opposed to
Mike Spano’s Democrat line.
Is it any wonder people are
disgusted with this so-called
democratic process?

By J. Matt Barber
fully “viable” child – often kicking Act (BAIPA) has revealed to the
and thrashing – feet first from her world that backward extremism
mother’s womb, leaving only the permeates his marrow.
top of her head in the birth canal. He BAIPA very simply requires that
then stabs her through the skull with when a baby survives an attempted
scissors or some other sharp object, abortion – when she is “born alive”
piercing her brain until her kicking – further attempts to kill her must
and moving about suddenly and immediately cease, and steps must
violently jerk to a halt. Her brains be taken to ensure her health and
are then sucked out – collapsing well-being.
her skull – and her now limp and
Makes sense, right?
lifeless body is tossed aside like so
Not to Barack Obama. While
much garbage.
serving in the Illinois state senate, he
Again, medical science has led the fight against a state version
determined that this horrific of Born Alive that was substantively
practice, which is nothing short of identical to the federal BAIPA. In
infanticide, is never necessary. But 2002, BAIPA passed the U.S. Senate
Barack Hussein Obama – the man with unanimous, bipartisan support;
who would be President – doesn’t yet, Obama vehemently opposed its
see it that way. He called the partial- Illinois twin. This places him on
birth abortion ban, “a concerted the furthest fringe of pro-abortion
effort to roll back the hard-won extremes. The man’s devotion to the
rights of American women.”
pro-abortion industry is so fixed that
Although Obama’s love affair he would rather allow the murder of
with partial-birth abortion has newborn babies than give an inch to
served to chip away at his finely the sanctity of human life.
polished veneer, his opposition to
When called on the carpet in 2004
the Born Alive Infants Protection for his complicity in facilitating

Matt Barber is Director of Cultural
Affairs with Liberty Counsel and
Associate Dean with Liberty
University School of Law. Send
comments to Matt at jmattbarber@
comcast.net. (This information
is provided for identification
purposes only and views expressed
are that of the author alone.)

It’s the largest city in the county and
the fourth largest in the state.
Shouldn’t Yonkers have
the best animal shelter?
Mayor Phil Amicone thinks so.
That’s why he’s going to build a new
shelter. But, he needs our help.
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Donations for a new
Yonkers Animal Shelter
can be made to:
YONKERS ANIMAL SHELTER FUND
c/o Yonkers Parks Department
285 Nepperhan Ave.
Yonkers, NY 10701
or
call: (914) 377-6450
www.newyonkersanimalshelter.org
(currently under construction)
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have an infant daughter, Isabelle.
“We have friends who are
married and work from home, but
they have offices in two separate
bedrooms,” Maisie Knowles said
with a grin. “Luke and I find it
more productive to work in the
same room because when we need
to ask each other a question, all
we have to do is speak up. That
way, we don’t have to keep getting
up and walking back and forth.”
Concocting the ideal recipe to
combine a thriving business and a
successful marriage is not easy, Luke
and Maisie agree, especially when
you work together at home, but it
can be done with understanding.
“As a married couple, when you
move from conventional office
jobs to working together in your
own business, you go from not
having much time together to being
around each other most of the day
everyday,” Luke said. “It can be a
challenge to define life as husband
and wife, and life as business
partners, because it’s hard to separate
the two. Still, we would rather work
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Secrets to Building a Thriving Business
together in our own business than
go our separate ways in the morning
working for someone else.”
Before launching http://www.
freeshipping.org, Luke and Maisie
started Kinoli, an interactive design
company. Maisie left a full-time
office job to help get the company
off the ground and Luke joined her
full time a year later. The couple
debuted FreeShipping.org last
December. The site includes more
than 800 name-brand stores such as
JCPenney, Target, Bloomingdale’s,
Kohl’s, Sears, Best Buy, Old
Navy, Nordstrom and Macy’s.
“We reached a point in our
careers where we felt that it would
be better to invest our knowledge
and abilities in our own business
than for someone else,” Luke
explained. “That is a risky step.
If you want to work for yourself,
though, it’s a step you must take.”
Working together from a home
office saves Luke and Maisie time,
money (since they do not have
a commute) and the aggravation
of being stuck in traffic. They

also do not need to pay for child
care and have more family time.
“Typically, one spouse remains at
home with the child while the other
works long hours and doesn’t spend
as much time with the family as he
or she would like,” Maisie said. “I
am able to continue working while
caring for Isabelle, and Luke is
able to spend more time with us.”
Husband-and-wife entrepreneurs
must love their partner and love
their work to have a healthy
business and marriage. Here
are some other tips for married
couples who are thinking about
opening a home-based business:
Establish “Me Time” If You Can
As husband and wife, and
business partners, you spend
much of your time together.
Because of this, it is beneficial
to schedule time for yourself.
“Couples who work traditional
office jobs just share a few tidbits
about their work day when they get
home,” Maisie said. “When you
work together – and out of a home
office – your business occupies

a tremendous part of your life.”
“It’s important to take time for
yourself and away from each
other,” Maisie added. “Take
the dog to the park. Go to the
gym. ‘Me’ time is valuable for
both the husband and the wife.”
And
Also
Set
“Couples
Time”
Away
From
Work
When you are married and
building a business outside of
your house, it is difficult to leave
work at the office. That issue is
compounded when the office is a
converted spare bedroom at home.
“It is ideal to set office hours
and stick to them. Sometimes that
is difficult, especially when you
work at home, but it is good for
your mental well-being,” Luke
said. “We try to take off weekends
and spend them together, not
talking about work. Sometimes,
that is easier said than done.”
Have a Plan, and Make
Sure You Like Each Other
Obviously, before you start
your own business, you need to
have an idea you are confident

will be successful. Before moving
forward on that idea, make sure
you are also confident enough
that you will enjoy being together
in a home and work relationship.
“Not every couple is suited for
working together,” Maisie said. “You
have to respect each other’s feelings
and beliefs, and feel comfortable
with each person’s responsibilities.”
Just like a typical 8-to-5 job in
an office, when you work at home
there are good days and bad days.
Even on the worst of days, Luke
and Maisie agree that they would
rather work side by side shaping
their own destiny than toiling in
an office outside of their home.”
“Simply put, we couldn’t imagine
working in a traditional office
setting again,” Luke said. “We get
to spend time with each other, and
our daughter, and we are working
as a team to build our business.”
“Working together when you are
married is not for everyone,” Luke
added. “But for us, the pros far
outweigh the cons.”

The Upper Class Marks 5th Anniversary on National Grandparents Day
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handedly made it possible for The
Upper Class to reach this 5-year
milestone. Five years ago, the
family came together to launch the
business when their grandmother,
an active senior citizen, moved
to the Westchester area, where
recreational and social activities
were difficult for her to find.

Inspired by the family’s
grandmother, The Upper Class is
a family business spanning three
generations. A local business,
The Upper Class is committed
to serving the community by
providing trips and tours for active
adults in Westchester County. Each
trip is intended to be entertaining
and educational, while also helping
guests become engaged and more
active members of the community
by meeting new friends and sharing

unique experiences.
The anniversary goes hand in hand
with National Grandparents Day.
While The Upper Class ensures
grandparents are celebrated all year
round, on September 7th they are
honored with a national holiday.
Since the company’s debut in the
fall of 2003, The Upper Class has

enjoyed exceptional growth due to
the support of the senior citizens in
the community, many of whom are
Grandparents. In addition to the
day trips with which the company
started, The Upper Class now offers
multi-day excursions from Nova
Scotia to Nashville and Niagara
Falls to Nantucket, and all points
in between.   Beginning with just
three trips in 2003, the company
will feature 150 trips in 2008, with
over 20,000 guests from all areas of

Westchester. With the Holiday and
Winter catalog being distributed in
mid-September, the 2009 season
will offer 200 trips.
Signature Upper Class experiences
being offered this season include
dining inside the home of an Amish
family, witnessing the July 4th
Macy’s Fireworks aboard a private

yacht, Reserved Grandstand seating
at Saratoga, Whale Watching off
the coast of Maine and dancing at
Manhattan’s famous Cotton Club.
“The entire family was looking
forward to my mother moving to
the Westchester area. We wanted
her nearby and knew it would bring
our family closer together. And she
was excited to meet new people and
enjoy events with new friends close
to her age,” says Paul Lawer, founder
of The Upper Class. “But she found

it much harder than expected, which
made us all concerned that she was
not happy about the move. So, we
started the business, creating unique
tours and trips designed to provide
unparalleled customer service,
affordable prices and a comfortable,
friendly atmosphere for my mother
and others like her.”                                                         
The company was founded by
Paul
Lawer
and his family,
including Andy
Grandson
in Charge of
Operations,
Brooke
–
Granddaughter
in Charge of
Marketing
and Debbie –
Granddaughter
in
Charge
of Customer
S e r v i c e .
The
newest
additions to the
family – greatgranddaughter
Madison and great-grandson Carter
have been featured on a number
of trips, meeting many guests and
starting their training as early as
possible.
Each trip is thoroughly researched,
with every site and attraction
checked before the trip takes place.
The quality and ease of the trips
are measured against the original
vision and expectations of their
grandmother. Paul Lawer describes,
“A trip doesn’t get offered until
we’re confident it will meet my
mother’s standards.”
The Upper Class arranges every
detail, planning each experience
from start to finish. Guests are

welcomed at two convenient pickup locations, invited onto a stateof-the art motor coach with onboard
restroom and entertainment system
and encouraged to relax and enjoy
the carefully orchestrated outing.
To mark the 5th Anniversary, The
Upper Class has launched the first
ever Theater Club. Guests who join
this new Upper Class club will get

first notice of limited engagement
production, access to last minute
specials, and $10 off every theater
trip.
To ensure everyone joins the
5th Anniversary Celebration, The
Upper Class will offer several
special promotions for its guests.
Throughout the summer and fall,
guests can enjoy discounts on
signature tours, giveaways and
raffles for complimentary trips.
In true Upper Class style, the
trips have been built after listening
closely to suggestions from
guests, creating many exclusive
experiences available only with The
Upper Class. This season features

ElectroOptical
Sciences
Completes
Pivotal Trial
for Early
Melanoma
Detection
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currently available for advanced
stage melanoma, if caught early,
melanoma is virtually 100%
curable.
EOS is a medical device
company focused on designing
and developing a non-invasive,
point-of-care instrument to assist
in the early diagnosis of melanoma.
MelaFind features a hand-held
imaging device that emits light of
multiple wavelengths to capture
images of suspicious pigmented
skin lesions and extract data.
Using sophisticated algorithms,
the data are then analyzed against a
proprietary database of melanomas
and benign lesions in order to
provide information to the physician
and produce a recommendation
of whether the lesion should be
biopsied.
For more information on EOS,
visit www.eosciences.com.
new
holiday
trips,
concerts,
Broadway plays
and
proven
favorites
based
on guest requests
and
consistent
high
demand.
Upcoming trips
include hard-tofind
Broadway
tickets to Jersey
Boys, The Lion
King, and more;
single day trips
such as culinary
tours of New York
City, behind-thescenes at QVC, a
farewell to Yankee
Stadium, exploring Amish Country,
a cruise through the Thimble
Islands; and overnight trips such as
an espionage tour of Washington
DC, Whale Watching in Cape
Cod, Fall Foliage in The Smoky
Mountains, Charleston, Hilton
Head & Savannah, and many, many
more.
Historically, wood is the gift used
to mark a 5th Anniversary. For The
Upper Class, it seems, Grandma
would be pleased.
To learn more, visit
www.theupperclass.net.

Mayor Liz Feld Launches ‘Clear
Choice’ Ad in Campaign for New York
State Senate
LARCHMONT, NY -- Larchmont
Mayor Liz Feld, a candidate for New
York State Senate in Westchester’s
37th District, announced the launch
of a new campaign television
advertisement that began airing in
Westchester County this morning.
The upbeat 30-second commercial,
airing on cable television stations,
is entitled “Clear Choice.” It can be
seen by clicking here.           
The spot is optimistic and focuses
on the need for tax relief and bipartisan political reform in Albany.
It features Mayor Feld speaking to
the camera and panoramic images
of Westchester County homes. It
ends with Mayor Feld, in front
of a home, saying: “I’m Liz Feld.
Don’t let anyone tell you we can’t
get the job done in Albany. We can
do better.”
Westchester County residents pay
the highest property taxes in New
York State and the third highest
property taxes in America. Mayor
Feld has been one of the state’s
leading proponents for spending
reform and a bi-partisan proposal
to cap local tax increases at 4%.
Governor David Paterson supports a

Think it
through...

4% tax cap and the New York State
Senate passed it on August 8th. The
State Assembly still needs to act on
the bill.
Mayor Feld’s opponent, incumbent
State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer,
opposes the tax cap and missed
the August 8 vote because she was
vacationing in Alaska. Oppenheimer
missed another important vote that
day to provide $3 billion in mandate
relief to local governments in New
York. State mandates on local
governments are a major factor in
the escalation of property taxes in
recent years.
The full script of “Clear Choice”
is below.    

Announcer:
“Another year in Albany, and
nothing’s changed…
“Westchester County still pays the
highest taxes in New York State.”
Liz Feld:
“We have a clear choice: the
status quo and high taxes or reform
and tax relief.
“A property tax cap and spending
reform are sensible first steps.
“Smart efficient government is
possible if we push aside the politics
and focus on results.
“I’m Liz Feld. Don’t let anyone
tell you we can’t get the job done in
Albany. We can do better.”
Clear Choice was produced
by Arlington Edit. The amount
and length of the ad buy was not
disclosed.
The 37th State Senate district
includes the towns/villages/cities
of Briarcliff Manor, Ossining,
Chappaqua, New Castle, North
Castle, Port Chester, White
Plains, Rye, Rye Brook, Harrison,
Mamaroneck,
Larchmont,
Scarsdale, and New Rochelle.
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Campaign Trail • Community
Nearby Historical Wealth In New York State  
By Peggy Godfrey

Electile Dysfunction is defined as the inability to become aroused over
any of the choices for political office put forth by either party in the 2008
election,

Top Cottage, the retreat house
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, came to
my attention in a Scarsdale Adult
School catalog. This house is in the
Hyde Park complex within which
the home of Franklin D. Roosevelt
National Historic Site and the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential
Library and Museum are to be
found.
A bus picked everyone up for the
Top Cottage tour. The cheerful
“volunteer” guide greeted us and
pointed out the narrow trail that
Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) used
to reach this cottage as the bus
wound its long route to the Cottage.
When we were told to “wait” until
the guide went to unlock the door,
it became apparent how protected
the site is.
Everyone wandered through the
rooms of the Cottage and then we

were instructed to sit in a semicircle to listen to this dedicated fan
of FDR. She mentioned that there
was no sign on the property and
no
admission
to the Cottage
except through
this bus tour
to
discourage
tourists.
The
wooded
area
was so covered
with trees and
vegetation that
it was almost
impossible to see
the Hudson River below it.
The guide reminded the group
that when FDR was President, the
United States helped Great Britain
during World War II with a lend
lease bill. As a youngster in Britain
during the blitz, which she later

clarified was from l939-45, she
would hide in the shelter. The visit
of Queen Elizabeth and King George
VI was thought to be strategic to get
the United States
to be an ally.
FDR, who
was a polio
victim, created
this Cottage to
accommodate
his handicap and
this was the first
home for the
handicapped. It
is one-half mile
from here to Val-Kill, Eleanor
Roosevelt’s house. The specially
designed car FDR drove had hand
controls instead of food pedals,
and this gave him freedom. In the
Cottage, there was no telephone or
staff. Only his companion, Daisy

(Margaret Suckley), accompanied
him there.
FDR’s legs were
shriveled from polio and he used
a specially designed wheelchair to
move about. When the President
wanted to stand up he needed
braces. It was a political decision
not to let the public know FDR
was handicapped. Daisy was his
constant companion here and was
probably present when he had a
massive cerebral hemorrhage that
killed him.
After the tour, it is quite
convenient to visit either the Home
of Franklin D. Roosevelt National
Historic Site or the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Presidential Library and
Museum which are all in the same
complex. A 20 minute film in the
restored visitors center explains the
importance of this site.
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Mark Hermann Donates CPR Training Replacing the A&P Grocery Store with a CVS
Mannequin and Scholarship Check to
St. John’s Riverside Hospital
From Page 1

YONKERS, NY -- The citizens of
Yonkers, New York will be able to
breathe a little easier now thanks
to a cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR)-training mannequin being
donated to the St. John’s Riverside
Hospital on behalf of Mark
Herrmann, the owner of Mark
Herrmann Automotive (BuickPontiac-GMC) in Yonkers, New
York and the National Automobile
Dealers Charitable Foundation
(NADCF).   Herrmann is also a
director of the Greater New York
Automobile Dealers Association
(GNYADA) and was joined at
the presentation ceremony by
Assemblyman Mark Spano and
Jim Foy, President and CEO of St.
John’s Riverside Hospital.
With the new training mannequin,
St John’s Riverside will be able
to provide life-saving emergency
CPR training to thousands of
individuals. Since its inception in
1975, the NADCF fund has given
over 4,100 training units in all
50 states and Washington, D.C.
for a total donation of over $2.3
million in grants. More than 1.9
million people have been trained
on
Foundation-donated
CPR
manikins, and countless lives have
been saved.
Since National Automobile

Fleetwood has its own feel,
appearing as a small town within
a large city. It is a diverse,
progressive, neighborhood of
shops, houses, and apartments that
seems to have a spiritual identity
of its own. Fleetwood’s business
district has 65 shops; from a major
supermarket, a boutique butcher,
pastry shop, several delis, cafés
and fine restaurants. There are
banks, insurance agencies, salons
and barbers, internet companies,
almost anything you need is
available within the neighborhood.
Access to all major highways,
and steps to the Metro North
station (28 minutes to Manhattan)
make it a commuter’s dream.
This will be lost along

Jim Foy, President and CEO of St. John’s Riverside Hospital and
Kathleen Dirschael, Phd., Dean of the Cochran School of Nursing at St.
John’s Riverside Hospital accepts a check for the scholarship fund to
benefit the School of Nursing from Mark Herrmann Automotive (BuickPontiac-GMC) owner Mark Hermann (center) on behalf of the National
Automobile Dealers Association Charitable Foundation.
Dealers Charitable Foundation
was founded by franchised retail
automotive dealers in 1975, it
has contributed to communities
throughout the nation through the
distribution of grants to private/
independent colleges and dealership
employees who have sustained loss

to home or property due to natural
disasters. The Fund also provides
cardiopulmonary
resuscitation
(CPR) training equipment to a
wide variety of health, civic and
educational organizations as well as
funds to provide trained assistance
dogs to children with disabilities.

Councilmember McDow Engages Community
in Discussion of Issues Concerning Glenwood
Power Station
YONKERS, NY – Councilmember
Patricia McDow (District 1) has
scheduled a Town Hall Meeting
to discuss issues concerning the
Glenwood Power Station for
Thursday, September 4, 2008,
7:00 p.m., at the Nepperhan
Community
Center,
342
Warburton Avenue, Yonkers, NY.
Councilmember Patricia McDow
beseeches the community to
attend this meeting to discuss their
concerns about the Glenwood
Power Plant, including the potential
prospect for landmarking and/or
removing the structure. McDow
has asked for an update to those

concerns already questioned.
The public is invited to this

meeting. It is free and open to the
public.
Among those invited are member
of the Yonkers Police Department,
Yonkers Buildings Department,
Yonkers Landmarks Preservation
Board, Jim Bostic, Yonkers Gang
/ Violence Prevention Task Force,
Rev. James Hassell, Kingdom
Baptist Baptist Church, and Ken
Capolino, property owner.
Call Councilmember McDow
to RSVP your attendance during
the week of September 2, 2008
by calling 914-377-6311 to
RSVP or by directing email to
patricia.mcdow@yonkersny.gov.

with
our
supermarket.
As this is a business matter rather
than a legal matter, I am embarking
on a personal campaign to prevent
this from happening.
This
campaign will include petitions to
CVS to implore them to reconsider
this purchase; peaceful protests,
major network and newspaper
coverage, interviews with seniors
that will be negatively affected . .
. anything that I can do to influence
CVS’ decision not to ruin our
community. I will make every
endeavor to show that CVS is a
money hungry entity that cares
nothing for our community values.
An alternate choice for CVS is to
put in a multilevel or a larger one
story edifice (with roof parking)

that would allow for a full size
supermarket. Granted, this will
incur more costs and involve
zoning approvals, but it would truly
serve the community and CVS
could then be painted as a hero.
NOTE: Citizens and concerned
parties are urged to attend and
offer their views regarding the
replacement of the A&P Grocery
Store with a CVS on August 28,
2008, at 7:30 p.m., at a Public
Hearing being held under the aegis
of the Fleetwood Neighborhood
Association who will be hosting
representatives from CVS at the
Riverside Memorial Chapel on
Broad Street.

Survey Underway of Domestic Violence
Victims Who are Disabled
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- A
person with a disability can be
especially vulnerable to domestic
abuse. To document the problem,
Westchester County is surveying
those organizations that work with
disabled men and women.
A collaboration of the Westchester
County offices for Women and for
the Disabled, the survey is the
first step to help disabled victims
of domestic violence and to raise
awareness of this silent crime.
“We want real information on how
many disabled county residents
have reported domestic violence, to
whom they’ve reported it and who
perpetrated the abuse,” said County
Executive Andy Spano.
The survey has been sent to police
departments,
elected
officials
and organizations that work with
disabled people, veterans, the
elderly and victims of abuse. It
may also be found by logging on
to
www.westchestergov.com/
women and clicking on “Domestic
Violence.”
There are nearly 140,000 people
over age 16 in Westchester with
at least one type of disability,
according to 2000 Census figures.
Although both disabled men

and women can become victims
of abuse from a partner, family
member or caregiver, the scant
research available has focused only
on women. According to a study
by the Colorado Department of
Health, 85 percent of women with
disabilities have experienced abuse
at some point in their lives. Other
research suggests that a little over
half of disabled women have been
abused.
Camille Murphy, director of the
Office for Women said, “If we
apply the estimates of abuse to the
over 74,000 disabled women in
Westchester, the frightening result
is that thousands and thousands of
disabled women could be trapped in
an abusive situation.”
“I know from experience that
people with disabilities accept all
kinds of hardships in their daily
lives,” said Evan Latainer, director
of the Westchester County Office
for the Disabled, “but domestic
abuse is not a hardship. It’s a crime
that needs to be stopped.”
Domestic violence is usually
defined as one intimate partner
establishing power and control over
another intimate partner. However,
people with disabilities can be

especially vulnerable to abuse
from anybody they must rely on for
assistance with their daily needs,
whether it be a family member or
care provider. Tactics of abuse may
include isolation, physical or sexual
violence, emotional or psychological
abuse or financial exploitation.
For example, a perpetrator of
abuse might withhold a victim’s
medications or communication
devices, threaten to put them in
a nursing home or remove them
from medical insurance, abuse their
service animal if they’re blind, leave
them unattended or in a dangerous
place, and mislead police or others
about their condition, medications,
or actions.
Other organizations that sent
the survey to their constituents are
the Westchester County Domestic
Violence Council; New York
Connects: Westchester Choices
for Long Term Care; Westchester
County Department of Senior
Programs and Services, and the
Westchester Disabilities Advocacy
Partnership.
For more information on the
survey or resources on domestic
violence call Annette Alve at the
Office for Women, (914) 995-5972.

Bradley’s “Zone Pricing” Ban Looks to
Level the Playing Field on Gas Prices
ALBANY, NY -- During the recent
special session important legislation
authored by Assemblyman Adam
Bradley (D-White Plains) which
would ban “zone pricing” of
gasoline – an oil company marketing
technique that determines prices
based on a region’s demographics,
such as wealth (A.9163-A) passed
the Senate. It had previously passed
the Assembly and now awaits the
governor’s signature.
Under current practice, oil
companies charge higher prices
for gas dispensed in wealthier
areas. Service stations are forced
to drive up their prices, which are
then passed on to consumers at the
pump. In some areas of the state,
prices can fluctuate nearly $0.50
within a 5 mile distance between

stations.
“Soaring gas prices are a major
concern for everyone, and one of
the contributors is a policy known
as zone pricing,” Assemblyman
Bradley said. “Oil companies target
well-to-do areas because they know
they can get away with the higher
prices. That’s why you’ll see a 20

cent difference in gas sold only
miles apart. This discriminatory
pricing practice is unacceptable.”
Bradley’s bill would outlaw
zone pricing and make violators
subject to fines of up to $10,000.
The legislation comes on the heels
of a landmark Assembly initiative
aimed to give motorists a break at
the pump, including bills to allow
retailers to sell unbranded fuel
(A.9073-B) and ensure stations
dispense accurate amounts of fuel
(A.11588).
“This bill is yet another step in
our continuing efforts to slash gas
prices,” Bradley said. “I urge the
governor to sign this commonsense legislation into law.”

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
101 N. Central Avenue
Hartsdale, NY
presents

The Season’s Concert Series - Summer 2008

Sunday, August 31, 2008 at 4pm

The Dave Kain Group
Featuring
Dave Kain on guitar,
Rick Donato on drums, Jerry McDonald on bass, and Matt Garrison on saxophone

Images courtesy from: www.davekain.com

Adults $15, Seniors/Children $10.
For reservation and inquiries:
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
[Tel] (914) 946-7931
St.andrews2@verizon.net
[Website] www.saintandrewshartsdale.com

WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

AUGUST 28, 2008

PAGE 7

www.Altheus.net

The Good Life
Just Got Better.

Altheus Health & Sport 2 Clinton Avenue Rye, New York 10580 914.921.3044 www.altheus.net

Weschester_FullPage1.indd 1

8/7/08 8:21:25 PM

PAGE 8

AUGUST 28, 2008

WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Government

Governor Paterson Announces Agreement with Legislature to Enact an Over $1 Billion, TwoYear Savings Plan at Special Economic Session

From Page 1

reduction that he proposed in
his first days as governor and
implemented in the Enacted
Budget. In total, since taking office,
Governor Paterson has worked with
the legislature to achieve 200809 savings of $1.5 billion (over
$400 million in legislative actions,
$1.1 billion in administrative
reductions to state agencies).
Governor Paterson continued:
“While today’s agreement represents
a positive step forward for fiscal
responsibility in state government,
the looming deficit we face next year
will demand even more difficult
choices. And given the significant,
continued uncertainty within the
economy, there are no guarantees
that we can avoid additional
current-year spending reductions
if revenues plummet even further. I
will continue to monitor our state’s
finances carefully and will seek
additional action if necessary.”
Senate Majority Leader Dean G.
Skelos said: “The extraordinary
session of the State Legislature –
called by the Governor to address
the fiscal challenges facing New
York – has been a success because
we have worked together to achieve
significant savings in this year’s

budget without raising taxes or
negatively impacting vital services
that New Yorkers rely on. I applaud
the Governor for his leadership in
focusing New Yorkers on this issue,
and thank the Assembly for their
partnership.”
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver
said: “In this important emergency
legislative session, the Assembly
collaborated
with
Governor
Paterson and the Senate to take
strong action to address New York’s
current economic downturn. The
Assembly’s priority was to make
necessary cuts and diminish future
deficits, while still preserving the
quality of health care in New York.
We look forward to partnering with
Governor Paterson and the Senate
to provide property tax relief
for New Yorkers while meeting
our education commitments and
providing home heating assistance
for those in most need this coming
winter.”
After today’s agreement, 200809 All Funds spending will now
total $120.9 billion, an increase
of 4.2 percent, which is equal to
the projected inflation rate for that
fiscal year. On July 30, when the
Division of the Budget issued its

last state financial plan update,
2008-09 All Funds spending was
expected to total $121.3 billion.
Major highlights of the savings
plan include the following:
Reducing
Local
Assistance
Spending (Savings: $97 million in
2008-09, $160 million in 2009-10):
A six percent reduction will be
taken against all unspent local
assistance funding except for
school aid, welfare, Medicaid, child
welfare, youth detention, the Aid
and Incentives to Municipalities
(AIM) program, aid to community
colleges, aid to local governments
for
mandated
programs,
appropriations of under $500,000,
and special education.
Reducing New and Enhanced
2008-09 Executive Programs by 50
Percent, and New and Enhanced
Legislative Programs by Six
Percent (Savings: $34 million in
2008-09, $21 million in 2009-10):
This reduction will apply to
new and enhanced programs or
initiatives in the 2008-09 Enacted
Budget proposed by either the
Executive Branch (50 percent) or
the Legislature (six percent). The
six percent reduction in legislative
initiatives is equal to those included

as a part of the local assistance
savings
actions.
Executive
programs exempted from the 50
percent reduction include Medicaid
coverage for foster children,
housing and family support services,
AIM, veterans tuition assistance,
and 21st Century Community
Learning
Centers
(CLCs).
General
Fund
Transfers
(Savings: $50 million in 200809, $20 million in 2009-10):
The agreement contains
additional General Fund transfers
of over $50 million, including
$40 million from the Statewide
Wireless Network project related
to slower than anticipated spending
on that initiative. This action does
not reflect any decision regarding
the future of the Statewide
Wireless Network project, which
will be made at a later date.
Reducing
Executive
and
Legislative
Member
Item
Funding by $50 million (Savings:
$50
million
in
2008-09):
Today’s agreement reduces member
item funding by $50 million.
Reducing Support to the City
University of New York (CUNY)
to Achieve Parity with SUNY
Reduction (Savings: $51 million in

2008-09, $51 million in 2009-10):
Under Governor Paterson’s July
30 administrative savings proposal,
the State University of New York
(SUNY) must implement a seven
percent General Fund spending
reduction. Because CUNY is funded
through local assistance rather than
state operations, it was not impacted
by the Governor’s proposal.
Today’s agreement will reduce state
support to CUNY by $26 million.
Additionally, CUNY will transfer
$25 million in reserves to the state.
Together, the impact of these actions
totals $51 million, which is equal to
seven percent of state support for
CUNY, therefore achieving parity
with SUNY. Neither institution will
face a reduction from its tuition or
other non-General Fund revenues.
Medicaid/Health
Savings
(Savings: $127 million in 200809, $374 million in 2009-10):
Today’s agreement implements
over $500 million in Medicaid and
health care savings over a two year
period. The specific actions enacted
today, along with their savings
value in 2008-09, are listed below.
They include:
• Revising Medicaid trend factor
methodologies for calendar years

2008 and 2009 ($18.0 million);
• Taking advantage of discounts on
diabetic supplies ($1.9 million);
• Reducing the Medicaid Managed
Care and Family Health Plus
state premiums paid to insurers
by 1.45 percent. Additionally,
managed long-term care premiums
paid to insurers will be reduced
by 1.0 percent ($41 million);
• Eliminating the cost-of-livingadjustment for early intervention
providers who deliver nonMedicaid services ($16.7 million);
• Eliminating supplemental grants
to public nursing homes that
are no longer necessary because
of increased federal and state
reimbursements from alternative
funding sources ($25.0 million);
• Increasing the state’s Medicaid
fraud recovery and cost-avoidance
projection by three percent from
$675 million to $695 million
in 2008-09 ($20.0 million);
• Achieving savings associated
with a three month delay in the
implementation of the Medicaid
enrollment center ($4.0 million).

Attorney General Cuomo Announces More Auction Rate Securities Settlements

From Page 1

securities held by all individuals, all
charities and non-profits, and those
small to medium-sized businesses
(collectively, “retail investors”):
• Merrill Lynch: by October 1,
2008 for all retail investors with
accounts of $4 million or less in
assets; by January 2, 2009 for all
other retail investors and all other
businesses with accounts of $100
million or less in assets
• Goldman Sachs: by November
12, 2008 for all retail investors
• Deutsche Bank: by 90 days
from today’s date for all retail
i n v e s t o r s
These settling firms will also make
whole investors who sold securities
for a loss. Each firm will also pay
New York State and other states
securities regulators penalties

in

the

following

amounts:

• Merrill Lynch: $125 million
• Goldman Sachs: $22.5 million
• Deutsche Bank: $15 million
Today’s agreement comes a week
after agreements with JP Morgan,
Morgan Stanley, and Wachovia, and
two weeks after Cuomo settled similar
allegations against Citigroup and
UBS. The eight settlements together
provide relief to thousands
of
investors
who
were
left
holding
close
to
$50 billion worth of securities they
could not sell after the widespread
failure of the auction rate securities
market
this
past
February:
From the beginning
of
his
investigation
into
the
auction
rate
market,

the Attorney General’s objective
has been to bring relief to investors
stuck
with
illiquid
auction
rate
securities.
Citigroup,
UBS,
JP
Morgan,
Morgan Stanley, Wachovia, Merrill
Lynch, Goldman Sachs, and Deutsche
Bank
are
eight
of
the
larger
participants
in
the
auction
rate
securities
market,
and
among
them
are
responsible
for
a
substantial
majority
of
all
auction rate securities owned by
investors. The settlements with these
eight firms accomplish precisely
the kind of relief investors have
demanded, and deserve.
The
investigation
continues
as
to
other
market
p a r t i c i p a n t s .

Under the settlements
announced
today,
Merrill
Lynch,
Goldman
Sachs,
and Deutsche Bank will also:
• Fully reimburse all retail investors
who sold their auction rate
securities
at
a
discount
after
the
market
failed;
• Consent to a special, public
arbitration procedure to resolve
claims of consequential damages
suffered by retail investors as a result
of not being able to access their funds;
• Undertake to expeditiously provide
liquidity solutions to all other
institutional
investors;
• Reimburse all refinancing fees
to any New York State municipal
issuers who issued auction rate
securities through these firms since
August
1,
2007.

The Attorney General
thanked
NASAA,
its
president, Karen Tyler, and its
multi-state ARS Task Force, who
joined the Attorney General in
announcing the agreements, for
their efforts in achieving today’s
settlements. He also thanked
Illinois’ and New Jersey’ state
securities regulators. In addition,
the Attorney General thanked the
enforcement staff of the Securities
and Exchange Commission for their
cooperation in their auction
rate
securities
investigations.
Assistant
Attorneys
General
Vicki
Andreadis,
Laurence
Borten,
Thomas
Teige Carroll, Peter Dean, Pamela
Mahon, Armen Morian, Christopher
Mulvihill, Harriet Rosen, Daniel

Sangeap, Alisha Smith and Ethan
Zlotchew,
conducted
these
investigations
along
with
Kitty
Kay
Chan,
Economist for the Division of
Economic Justice, all under the
supervision of David A. Markowitz,
Chief of the Investor Protection
Bureau, and Eric Corngold,
Executive
Deputy
Attorney
General
for
Economic
Justice.
Cuomo’s auction rate securities
investigation is continuing.

East Hartsdale Farmers
Market Live Outdoor
Music Series
Live Music and Entertainment at the East Hartsdale
Train Station Stage
Saturdays in July, August, September and October

Performances (as of July 8, 2008)…
July 12 th – Jonathan Flaks: One Dog, Man (Solo Performer)
“A little bite of Classic Rock” – 10:00am to 2:00pm
July 19 th – Lois Colin and the Westchester Harp Ensemble –
10:00am to 11:00am
July 26 th – Charles Montgomery – 12 noon to 2:00pm
August 2 nd – Julie Corbalis: Rock & Pop 1950’s to present –
10:00am to 11:30am
Also; - Al Frankel, The Blues Dogs – 12:30pm to 2:00pm
August 9 th – Solar Punch – Solar Powered Environmentally
Inspired Music with a Rock Flair
September 6 th – Lois Colin (Time to be announced)
September 13 th – Jonathan Flaks (Time to be announced)
Octo ber 11 th – Ceasar Cantori – Emerging Jazz Artist (Time to be
announced)

We are looking for more jazz artists!
Please contact Judith Be ville, Town Clerk at 993-1500
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I Guess I Forgot
By Anthony Greco
       I just remembered something
I had forgotten about. That’s been
happening more and more lately,
and it always seems to involve
porcupines or my favorite actor,
Barney Rubble.
       I found a silly picture I had
taken a while ago of a nun eating
a pineapple that I thought was
hysterically funny at the time. I
remember thinking that I need to
send the picture to my cousin Silvio
right away. Silvio loves fruit-related
pictures and he has a haircut that
makes him look like a porcupine.
The picture is about 3 years old
now, but poor Silvio never got to
see it. I guess I forgot to send it. The
photogenic nun is probably an antifruit demonstrator by now and I’m
having trouble remembering who
Silvio is.
      Young people forget stuff all
the time and it’s okay – it’s almost
expected. My son leaves the
garage door open so often that the
neighbors are now calling when the
door is shut to see if maybe we are
locked in the house and can’t get
out.
      Adults, on the other hand, work
diligently toward being known as

someone who never forgets a face
or an elbow, and then we slowly
become someone who forgets their
own cousin or wedding anniversary.
(I’m having the date tattooed on the
inside of my eyelids.)
       MEMORIES… LIGHT THE
CORNERS OF MY MIND…
       MISTY WATER-COLORED
MEMORIES…
       What an imagination this
songwriter, Martha Washington,
had. To me, things are green or
blue or big or nice. I don’t really
think of memories as having color
– especially misty water-colored.
I don’t remember that color in my
Crayola box. Although, as I believe
we’ve discussed, my memory is not
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Automotive • Parody
Hillary Clinton to Stage Coup at
Denver Convention

that good.
      I like baseball. Martha would
probably have described baseball as
kind of brown and smells like toast.
(How did George Washington live
with this woman?) Yes, there are a
lot of rules and statistics in baseball
and many players to remember
(or forget). But once you get past
all that, it’s a nice, slow-paced,
congenial game. You might have
a manager strategically kicking
dirt and emitting smoke from his
ears for 30-40 seconds, but then it
all calms down again so that the
announcer can plug one of the fifty
or so sponsors.
      I was on the subway the other
day having just left a baseball game
before it ended. It was the bottom
of the eighth and it seemed that the
Mets had no chance of winning,
and more importantly, I had to get
home to check on my still.
      It’s moonshine time, boys and
girls!
      Anyway, one of the other riders
who had also left the game early
announced that the Mets had just
scored 5 runs and tied the game.
So, thinking I was ultra-hip, I asked
him if he had downloaded a podcast

By Gail Farrelly
No Nookie Till I’m In!
DENVER, CO -- Can Barack Obama
lose the Democratic nomination
for President? Yes he can!
Word is that Hillary’s camp hasn’t
given up and plans to stage a coup
at Denver’s Democratic convention.
Having done research in numerous
Latin American countries, they’ve
decided against military action.
Instead, rumor has it that they’ll
use an age-old technique - sex
and more sex - to get their way.
Well, more accurately, it may be
LESS sex, rather than MORE.
Members of the Hillary camp
reason it won’t be any problem to
get the female delegates to vote for

their candidate. And the wives and
girlfriends of male delegates are
being asked by the Clinton camp to
refuse to have sex with their men
until they agree to cast their vote
for Hillary. Lysistrata revisited!
Some onlookers predict the plan

or gotten a text message or gotten a
call from mets.com updating him on
the score every 3.5 minutes. “No”,
he said, “I heard it on my radio.”
      I said to him, “What’s that?”
      I had sort of forgotten what a
radio was. I looked up “radio” on
Wikipedia when I got home and
remembered that people used to use

them to listen to music.
      I got to thinking that radios make
a fine gift for blind people. And for
I while, I thought I was so clever for
coming up with this idea. But it’s
not so smart an idea. That would be
like saying that shoes are a nice gift
for people that are balding.
      If my Aunt Claudia is having

will backfire. As one has stated,
“It’s much ado about nothing.
I mean, with all the hot female
political groupies out there,
what politician in his right mind
would worry about not having
sex with his wife or girlfriend?”
Meanwhile, Obama has come
out with a proposal supportive of
research and travel into outer space.
“Going to Mars,” he has reportedly
stated, “may be my only way to
finally get away from Hillary and
all her yakking female cronies.”
This story is a satire or parody. It
is entirely fictitious and was written
for TheSpoof.com, appearing online
August 19, 2008.
someone read this column to her,
tell her I hope she likes the radio I
bought her. Next year I’ll buy her
some fancy brown Hush Puppies.
(Aunt Claudia wears a wig.) Or is
that Aunt Salina?
Anthony is a part-owner of
Media Buzz, a NYC marketing
company. Direct email to him at
anthonygreco@hotmail.com.

Shifting Gears: The Flex: Standing out in a Crowd
There were five of them standing
around the oddly-shaped SUV in the
parking lot: four men in animated
conversation as they walked around
the car and pointed; and a woman
who silently, slowly, ran her hands
along the evenly spaced grooves
along the side.
They hadn’t seen a Ford Flex, the
deliberate break in SUV crossover
styling which threw away the curved,
smooth flowing lines typified by
the Nissan Murano and instead
emulates a child’s rectangular block
on wheels. It has a long, low, flat
roof resembling that of a squashed
toy school bus, and inside are
square seats – wide, comfortable,
heated, power adjustable, leather
seats – but square nonetheless.
The men were fascinated by the
space in this rolling box, and walked
away in animated discussion while
the woman smiled and said “It just
seems so nice.”
Two days later, there was an
armed break-in a few doors away in
a neighborhood so quiet that police
are rarely seen except when they
unlock someone’s car door. When
they finished with their police work,
three of them – two policemen and
a sheriff -- knocked on the door and
asked to look at the Flex, a car they
had heard about, but hadn’t seen.
They sat in it, marveling at how
much space there was around the
head of an officer who stood sixfoot four, and how much leg room
was available in the third row of
seats.
I showed them how to use
SYNC – the voice activated system
which controls the phone and
entertainment networks – and they
applauded the quality of the sound
rolling out of the 10 speakers and
the 390-watt Sony surround sound
system as they switched from one
Sirius satellite radio station to

another.
I tossed them the keys and let
them tool around the neighborhood,
on the assumption that if you can’t
trust a cop not to steal your car, you
can’t trust anyone. Besides, I held
their police car as hostage.
They soon returned the car and
the keys and went back to work.
But I couldn’t help but notice that,
as they walked by the car one last
time, they wistfully ran their hands
along the grooves on its side.
This is a car designed by an artist
who wanted to hint at things that
just aren’t seen. It grew out of a
brainstorming session among a
group of Ford designers.
“The original working name for
the car was the Hampton,” said
design director Pat Schiavone. “It
was derived from when Ford had
a station wagon in the 1940s that
was considered to be elegant for
those vacationing and antiquing
in the Hamptons. It was a classic,
sophisticated vehicle with wood
sides.
“We wanted to evoke that feeling,
but we didn’t think that wood was
the way to go because we wanted
to modernize this vehicle. But
the grooves evoke the feeling of
wood.”
There is no reason to expect speed
in an SUV, and racing lines would be
out of place. But the grooves on the
side seem to hark at performance, at
the wind rushing by while driving
a 60’s woody down the California
coast. That’s a lot to read into a
rolling block.
The Flex has a design which Ford
admits either pulls you in or repels
you. There doesn’t seem to be a
neutral position on the geometrically
precise, well crafted, spacious car
which doesn’t resemble an SUV, a
crossover, or a truck – though it is,
in fact, built on a truck body. When

Roger Witherspoon is the automotive
columnist to the Dallas Examiner,
Westchester Times Tribune, and
Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

By Roger Witherspoon
Ford began test marketing the car
to focus groups, asking people
whether they liked or hated the car –
with 1 meaning they loved it and 10
meaning they hated it – they ended
up with a bathtub graph with a lot of
ones and twos, nines and tens, and
nothing in between. That meant the
Flex was a risky bet for Ford, which
lost nearly $9 billion last year and
needs to produce cars which people
really want to buy.
But they set out to build something
that looked different from the SUV
pack, and that is what they offer.
In addition to its looks, the Flex
doesn’t handle like its class mates
either, acting more like a well tooled
Lincoln sedan than a van with three
rows of passengers.
Part of that illusion stems from
the design. In addition to the squat
roof, the body is built lower to the
ground – a trick of the eye courtesy
of its 20-inch aluminum wheels.
As a result, there is a low center of
gravity of the Flex, making it easier
to handle in any road condition.
There was a cloud burst over Bear
Mountain, at the base of the Hudson meandering deer.
Under the hood, the flex is powered
Highlands just south of West
Point. It would drop two inches of by a 3.5-liter V-6 engine whose 262
water in little more than an hour, horsepower were more than enough
accompanied by winds gusting to to keep the Flex ahead of traffic.
Inside, it is surprisingly spacious,
40 miles an hour.
The two lane highway through with thin door posts adding to the
the mountain was awash with a film illusion of openness. The base
of fast running water, occasionally model test car which enthralled the
punctuated by deeper pools where police carried a price tag of about
nearby streams had overrun their $37,000. But for about $6,000 more,
banks and flooded the road. For the Flex comes with a long sun roof
many vehicles, winding through with three panels, one for each
the mountain on such a night row, as well as a navigation system
would be hazardous duty. But the and backup camera. In addition,
Flex, with traction, stability and instead of a second row bench with
rollover controls rolled as easily a 60/40 split, the souped-up model
through the fast running water as offers two captain’s chairs with a
it did on my quiet, suburban street. refrigerator in the middle.
One does not feel slighted by
The high density fog lamps made
it easy to see both the road and the buying the base model. There is
backup radar sending warning
signals alerting the driver to solid
obstacles or toddlers crawling
by. The SYNC system shifts

effortlessly between the AM, FM
and Sirius radio, or the six-disc, indash CD player, or an iPod or MP3
player, or your cell phone. Just say
the words.
Inside the wide, leather, center
console is a button which lets you
change the color of the ambient
lighting in the cup holder and
storage bin to any of seven different
hues. And if you want to work on a
computer – or video game – there is
a110-volt socket behind the center
console. And it runs on regular gas.
That’s packing a lot of goodies
into a rolling block.
2009 Ford Flex Ltd
All Wheel Drive
MSRP:       $36,555
EPA Estimate:   16 MPG Cit; 22
MPG Highway
Performance/ Safety:
3.5-Liter, Duratec V-6 aluminum
engine producing 262 horsepower
and 248 pound-feet of torque; all

wheel drive; 6-speed automatic
transmission; traction and roll
stability control; gas pressurized
front suspension; independent rear
suspension; power rack & pinion
steering; 19-inch aluminum wheels;
power lift gate; high density
headlights and fog lamps; rear
backup warning.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/ FM/ Sirius satellite radio;
6-disc, in-dash CD player; MP3,
USB port, and iPod player; Bluetooth
phone connection; Sony 390-watt
audio system with 10 speakers;
SYNC voice activated interface;
leather seats; fold flat 2nd and 3rd
row seats and front passenger seat;
leather steering wheel with fingertip
cruise command, cell phone and
audio system; leather seats and
wood trim; heated front and second
row seats; 7 ambient lighting colors;
rear audio and climate controls.
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