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Yost & Campbell Selected
Contractor of the Year
MOUNT VERNON, NY -- For the third year
in a row Yost & Campbell has been selected as
Con Edison’s Residential HVAC Energy Efficiency Program Contractor of the Year. Yost
& Campbell was the very first recipient of the
award in 2009 and received it for 2010 and 2011
for delivering the largest volume of rebates to its
residential customers who participated in the
program.

Yost & Campbell owners Tom and Kevin
Monahan.
“We are extraordinarily proud to receive this
recognition,” stated Tom Monahan, Co-Owner
of Yost & Campbell, the firm he owns with his
brother Kevin. “Our goal is to provide our customers with the very best service as well as the
most energy efficient technology available,” he
added. The firm, celebrating 73 years in business,
is known for retrofitting older homes with unique
high velocity air conditioning units, installing energy efficient residential heating systems as well
as standby generators which have become very
popular over the last several years.
“Statistics show that every week nearly 3.5
million homeowners experience a power loss
across the United States so it’s no surprise that
installing home generators has become a large
part of our business. With the area’s recent history of hurricanes and storms resulting in power
outages, in some case lasting for days and even
weeks, homeowners want to know that they
have the power they need to run their refrigerator, freezer, security lights, pumps, security gates,
and computer equipment when they need it and

that’s where the residential stand-alone generator
comes in,” stated Tom Monahan.
Yost & Campbell was originally founded
by Leo Yost and purchased by Tom Monahan,
Kevin and Tom’s father in 1965. Based in Mt.
Vernon, New York, the company serves Westchester, Rockland, Queens, Manhattan and The
Bronx providing residential HVAC and generator installation and maintenance.
Monahan noted that generators can be installed for nearly any home regardless of age or
size. The firm offers an energy analysis to determine the right size generator so that the homeowner doesn’t buy one that is either too small or
too big. While a homeowner can install their
own generator, the automatic transfer switch
needs to be installed by a licensed electrician to
prevent back feeding to the power grid which can
be dangerous to utility repairmen. Generators are
installed outside the home to offer maximum
safety and energy efficiency as well as the benefit of no hands-on set up or maintenance by the
homeowner. Permanently installed generators
are believed to be safer than portable units due to
the fact that they do not require refueling during
a power outage and are hooked directly into the
home’s electrical system as opposed to running
extension cords. The latest generators test themselves once a week to make certain it is ready in
an emergency.
Yost & Campbell is also an authorized and
licensed contractor for the new Nest thermostat.
The Nest ‘learns’ the homeowner’s heating and
cooling preferences over the course of a week and
adjusts itself going forward allowing for maximum energy efficiency of all heating and cooling systems in the house. Developed by former
Apple engineers, the Nest is the most sought
after energy-efficient technology in home thermostats today.
For more information about Yost & Campbell services for installing central air, heating units,
boilers or generators, visit www.yostandcampbell.
com, or call 914-668-6461.
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When was the last time
you dealt with
Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest
interest rates available in the marketplace.
• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

Dr. Jacqueline L. Proner
Jacqueline L. Proner, M.D., died Tuesday, March 6, 2012. She was
49. A mother of three, wife to Westchester County Legislator David
Gelfarb, she had long suffered from an ongoing heart condition.
The Gelfarbs were married for 20 years. Dr. Proner is survived
by her parents, Viola and Stanley; her husband, David; and three
children: Daniel, 18, Lauren, 17 and Allison, 12.
Services were conducted at Congregation KTI in Port Chester,
NY

Lexington Capital Associates, LLC.
240 North Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10801
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806
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Argentine Tango in Chappaqua
CHAPPAQUA, NY -- Dale Ellison will be visiting New York and Connecticut from Charleston SC, to join Gem Duras for an intensive
weekend of Argentine Tango, in Chappaqua,
NY, and various towns in CT.
The first class in Chappaqua will be geared
towards beginners and less experienced dancers
who want to review the fundamentals. The second hour will require more experience, to review
a modern tango figure “Colgada” and its principles. Singles are welcome; enrollment is limited,
pre-registration recommended.
Dale and Gem will organize a tango social
–known in tango circles as “Milonga”- the same
night at the Dance Emotions Studio. Dale and
Gem will perform at the intermission.
Dance Emotions Studio offers weekly
tango classes on Tuesdays with instructor Gem
Duras as part of its dance program.
Dale Ellison, known in Buenos Aires as
Delia, has been dancing Argentine tango for
more than 15 years, and teaching for more
than 8. She has developed a reputation as a dy-

Dale Ellison and Gem Duras. Photo: David Frantz.
namic Argentine Tango teacher and performer
in salon, milonguero, nuevo and performance
styles of tango. Originally a San Francisco
resident, Dale received her tango training from
the stars of the famous show “Forever Tango”
most notably Carlos Gavito and Marcela Duran. Initially a salsa dancer and club style salsa

instructor, Dale was drawn to tango for its sensuality and passion, later winning the first prize
in the first San Francisco Tango Competition
in 1998. She has traveled to Buenos Aires numerous times to study with Gustavo Naveira,
Osvaldo Zotto, Oscar Mandagaran, Chicho
Frumboli, Geraldine Rojas, Graciela Gonzales,
Marcela Duran, and women’s technique with
Lorena Ermocida. After teaching in CT for
five years with Gem Duras, Dale Ellison moved
to Charleston SC, where she teaches and runs
tango activities as the director of Tango Rojo.
Gem Duras started his tango training in
1995 with the stars of the famous show “Forever Tango” especially the legendary Carlos
Gavito with whom he had the opportunity to
study extensively for several years, incorporating his technique, elegance and musicality into
his own dancing and teaching. Later he studied
performance tango with Francisco Forquera in
Argentina to become a certified tango instructor
and dancer. During his partnership with Dale
Ellison, they founded Tango Sueno and traveled
to Buenos Aires numerous times to perfect their
technique by studying with Gustavo Naveira,
Juan Carlos Copes, Osvaldo Zotto, Oscar Man-

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

So, as we all know March has
come in like a lamb, but will it
go out as a lion, one way to find
out is to keep reading, “News and
Notes…”
Dining for a good cause,
sounds good to me…then stop
by the Crowne Plaza Hotel in White Plains on
March 28th and check out the Westchester Culinary Experience with proceeds benefiting the
White Plains YMCA.
Bedford is co-hosting a workshop with the
community organization Leave Leaves Alone,
(I certainly do, just ask my wife…), on March
15th at the Bedford Hills Community Center.
The workshop will help educate landscapers and
homeowners about the advantages of mulching
in place.
Kensico Cemetery will be giving out free
daffodils as part of the American Cancer Society’s

annual cancer awareness program through March
18th.
Looking for some outrageous fun (aren’t we
all), then you won’t want to miss the certified lunatic and master of the impossible Tomas Kubinek
and his one-man show at the Performing Arts
Center in Purchase on March 18th.
The Jacob Burns Film Center will be presenting “The Community Matters Evening:
Forks Over Knives,” on March 15th. “Forks Over
Knives,” examines two doctors’ claims that most
common life-threatening diseases can be controlled—or even reversed—through diet. The key,
they say, is to reject animal-based and processed
foods, (unfortunately, my favorites). There will be
a Q&A Discussion with Douglass DeCandia,
the Growing Program Coordinator for the Food
Bank for Westchester, Dr. Cheryl Archbald the
Deputy Commissioner, Community Health, at
the Westchester County Department of Health
and Laura Rossi-Ortiz the Program Officer for
the Westchester Community Foundation…it

should be quite an informative night.
The Breast Cancer
Research Foundation is looking for car donations;
give them a call at 800-814-1495.
The Wolf Conservation Center in South Salem is presenting “Sunset Photo Session with the
Wolves” on March 25th.
If you like the Blues, then swing on by Gordo’s Restaurant in Hawthorne on March 15th and
bring your horn, harp, reeds or pipes and join the
“Back On TheTrack” Blues Jam…
Calling all artists, it’s Open Art Day at the
Westchester Community College Center for the
Arts in Valhalla on March 17th.
On March 15th, up in Peekskill at the Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Arts, you
can enjoy the “Ides of March: Short Plays and
Poems in Multiple Voices.”
Summer can’t be too far away; as I am all
ready receiving in the mail, opportunities to go to
summer camp, just heard there is an open house
at JCC Rosenthal in Pleasantville on March 18th,
for more camp information call 914-741-0333.
Speaking of camps, the MVP Basketball

Dale Ellison and Gem Duras. Photo: David
Frantz.
dagaran, Chicho Frumboli, Geraldine Rojas and
Susana Miller among others. Gem recently performed and taught at the Stardust weekend upstate New York, and participated as a performer
in the New Year’s Celebration event organized
by Akademi Tango, in Ankara-Turkey. He was
also a guest instructor at the HARTS Tango
cruise in 2011. He resides and teaches in CT as
well as NY.
Day Camp is accepting enrollment for their
camps in White Plains and Bedford this summer,
call 914-946-1231 for details.
The 30th annual Home Show will take place
March 17 and 18 at the Westchester County
Center.
My brother-in-law Kenny will love this
event…a program presented by the Yorktown
Historical Society, “The Five Historical Railroads
of Ulster County,”will be shown on March 15th at
the Yorktown Hart Memorial Library.
The Trailside Nature Museum at Ward
Pound Ridge Reservation in Cross River is hosting a “Sugaring Off Party” on March 24th, sounds
like a sweet time to me…
Here’s a place I’ll be checking out…Grand
Central American Grill will open next month
on the Boston Post Road in Mamaroneck. I may
have gained a few pounds just mentioning it…
Fans of French films can spend March 23 –
25 at the annual film festival at the Performing
Arts Center in Purchase.
The Jeffers family are big fans of the Disney
show “Phineas and Ferb,” so we will be sure to
catch their live-action adventure at the Westchester County Center April 12 – 15, “hey, where’s
Perry?”
Here’s a crazy thought, with gas prices sky
rocketing past $4 a gallon, plus the nice weather
we have been experiencing here in northern
Westchester, maybe it’s time to take that walk to
the train, or grocery store, save energy and feel better at the same time…see you next week.
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch of
MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008.
As president he has seen rapid growth of the company
with the signing of numerous clients. He resides in
Bedford Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.
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The
End
of
‘Stare
Decisis’
By LARRY M. ELKIN
It’s time to be realistic about the
relationship between the U.S.
Supreme Court and the Constitution. That relationship has two
elements:
First, the Constitution means
whatever the Supreme Court says

it means.
Second, the Supreme Court is free to change
its mind whenever it wants.
You may find it disturbing that the supreme
law of the land is, at any given time, unknowable
to the roughly 310 million of us who are bound by
it, and that so much power is wielded collectively
by nine individuals who hold their jobs for life.
There are good reasons to be disturbed. But there
is no point in ignoring facts just because facing
those facts is uncomfortable.
Justices have always paid homage to the principle of “stare decisis,” which holds that once the
courts have settled a precedent, other courts of
equal or lesser authority should make every effort
to follow that precedent. Stare decisis has become
almost a household phrase in the past several decades as the Supreme Court’s membership has
become politicized and polarized.
Since Roe v. Wade legalized abortion nationwide in 1973, and especially since abortion opponent Ronald Reagan became president in 1981,
stare decisis has been a coded test: candidates for
the high court pledge allegiance to the principle as

a way to convince skeptics that they have not made
up their minds in advance whether Roe should be
overturned, even though anyone even remotely viable as a candidate for the job has already formed a
strong opinion one way or the other.
No recent nominee to the high court could
have won Senate confirmation without acknowledging stare decisis. As the court has become
more aligned with conservative politics, liberals
have placed greater emphasis on stare decisis as a
bulwark against reversing many of the principles
they hold dear, starting with Roe but extending to
many other matters, including affirmative action
and the scope of government power to regulate
everything from health care to gun ownership.
Now the liberals, too, have effectively abandoned stare decisis. Last week, Justices Ruth
Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer called for
the court to revisit its decision in Citizens United
v. Federal Election Commission, just two years after the court decided in that case that corporations
and labor unions have a First Amendment right
to spend their own money on political advertising.

The Montana Supreme Court disregarded
Citizens United in a recent case known as American Tradition Partnership v. Attorney General for
the State of Montana, ruling 5-2 that Montana
has a “unique and compelling interest” in regulating corporate spending in political campaigns.
Ginsburg and Breyer voted with the other justices
to stay the Montana court’s decision, but they appended a strongly worded call for the high court

to reconsider its Citizens United holding.
“Montana’s experience, and experience
elsewhere since this court’s decision in Citizens
United v. FEC makes it exceedingly difficult to
maintain that independent expenditures by corporations ‘do not give rise to corruption or the
appearance of corruption’,” wrote the two justices,
both of whom dissented in the original 5-4 Citizens United holding. All five justices who formed
that majority remain on the court.
The Constitution also remains as it was when
Citizens United was decided. And although corporations have been free for two years to spend
their money independently of the candidates they
support, and some have spent money freely, it is
hard to know just what “experience” in Montana
and elsewhere has shown that such spending gives
rise to corruption in appearance or in fact. I have
not heard of any candidate or officeholder being
charged with having taken or promised an official
act in return for such expenditures.
Not that it matters. The Citizens United
majority found that the constitutional protection
of freedom of speech applies to all speech, including speech by corporations. Critics of the decision
argue that such protections should apply only
to natural persons, but that is not what the First
Amendment says. In calling for reconsideration,
Ginsburg and Breyer are really just saying that
they lost the first contest and they would like a
rematch. That is exactly what the concept of stare
decisis should prevent.
The conservative bloc on the high court does
not conduct itself very differently. It has also felt
free in many cases, including Citizens United it-

self, to reverse or half-heartedly distinguish earlier
precedents when it thinks such precedents were
wrongly decided.
So I’ll join the party here, and amend my earlier statement. The Constitution does not mean
whatever nine Supreme Court justices tell us it
means. It means whatever five justices tell us it
means. The other four justices can only wait, like
the rest of us, for someone on the current majority
to change position or leave the court.
Yes, it’s disturbing, but it is what it is. Modern justices, rightly or wrongly, do not have the
requisite respect for their predecessors to make
precedent anything more than a matter of judicial
convenience. They think they can invent a better
constitutional wheel. The rest of America is in no
position to argue.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, is president of Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-only financial

planning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, NY. The
firm offers estate planning, insurance consulting, trust
planning, cross-border planning, business valuation,
family office and business management, executive
financial planning, and tax services. Its sister firm,
Palisades Hudson Asset Management, is an independent investment advisor with about $950 million
under management. Branch offices are in Atlanta and
Ft. Lauderdale. Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.
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CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Interlude

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Throughout this series to date, I
have written about the technological breakthroughs that have
impacted our way of life, often
“under the radar” – change that
has provided efficiency and benefit
to consumers and, often, caused collateral damage to workers and industries as practices and
jobs obsoleted by the innovations have led to layoffs, downsizing, offshoring, and bankruptcies.
There is, however, more to be concerned
about – greater danger as we turn more and
more of the management of our businesses and
personal lives over to software-driven systems.
Systems are designed by human beings and software to make these systems work is written and
tested by human beings. Human beings make
mistakes and, as systems become more complex,
it is harder and harder to find such mistakes.
A few cases in point:
The nuclear facility at Three Mile Island
supposedly contained a safety mechanism that
would take corrective action and notify management in the event of system error. A system error
occurred and the safety mechanism failed.
A satellite that was supposed to orbit Mars
for 10 years was immediately sucked into its atmosphere and burned up due to a programming
error, costing US taxpayers millions of dollars.
Microsoft had to recall and replace its Version 3 of Word for the Macintosh when it was
found that a program bug destroyed users’ data.
And the beat goes on and on – a plane flying
into a mountain due to faulty auto-navigation
system; software distributed with a virus on the
program diskettes; etc.
What is distressing about this type of problem is that we have no assurance that these types
of errors cannot happen again. As the power of
systems increases dramatically, the amount of
data that may be collected, stored and analyzed,

increases geometrically, and high speed telecommunications link us tighter and tighter, we
become more dependent on computer systems,
making us more at risk.
We are told that, with the newest programming tools, greater quality control, and a more
astute user base, the chances for major errors are
less.
Well, here’s a fairly recent major error – In
a February 28th New York Times piece (http://
opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/02/28/
the-first-google-maps-war/), Frank Jacobs details how that, in November 2010, Nicaragua
“trespassed” into Costa Rica as part of a dredging operation. When Costa Rica complained,
the Nicaraguan official claimed that he wasn’t
trespassing at all, saying, “See Google’s satellite
photo, and there you see the border.” Google
Maps had placed a border south of the generally
accepted border, giving Nicaragua a few more
miles. Although when Costa Rica complained
to both Google and Nicaragua, the border was
reset to what was considered the “generally accepted border” (albeit over the objections of Nicaragua), people around the world began calling
the incident “The Google Maps War.”
The incident sounds trivial but what if the
border was between two long warring states?
Then we could really have a Google Maps War.
Readers may remember that in the piece on
Manufacturing, I wrote about “self-replicating”
nanotechnology machines – tiny Nano computers built to enter the bloodstream to find a
cancer and kill it or to swarm an enemy position or cause insect infestations to cease or desist.
K. Eric Drexler, a pioneer in the field, was concerned that the self-replication could get out of
hand, turning the earth into a mass of “grey goo.”
Drexler stated in his 1986 book, “Engines
of Creation,” “we cannot afford certain types
of accidents” and went on to lay out a possible
scenario: “Imagine such a replicator floating in
a bottle of chemicals, making copies of itself…
the first replicator assembles a copy in one thousand seconds, the two replicators then build two

more in the next thousand seconds, the four build
another four, and the eight build another eight. At
the end of ten hours, there are not thirty-six new
replicators, but over 68 billion. In less than a day,
they would weigh a ton; in less than two days, they
would outweigh the Earth; in another four hours,
they would exceed the mass of the Sun and all
the planets combined—if the bottle of chemicals
hadn’t run dry long before.”
Does this sound far-fetched? Consider that
on November 2, 1988, the “Internet Worm” released by Robert Morris, Jr., shut down a large
portion of the Internet, crashing up to 6,000 major UNIX servers. Morris, according to his lawyer
and all who knew him, was not being malicious;
he was rather, depending on which version of the
story you are told, either trying to expose a security problem on the fledgling Internet or to count
the number of machines actually connected and
operational. He expected to actually “shut down”
very few machines – BUT – he had faulty logic in
his program! – a very powerful program that traveled through the Internet but contained this little
error in the way it controlled how many machines
would be impacted. Now, fast-forward to a program that will control how many Nano machines
will be replicated!
At least with the Internet Worm or the Microsoft Word bug, the program code was written
by humans who could then go back and look at
the program and find the error, albeit after the
problems had occurred. In the world conceived by
computer scientist James Martin, Pulitzer Prize
nominee ranked fourth by Computer World
among the 25 individuals who have most influenced the world of computer science, this will
not always be the case. Martin, in his 2000 book,
“After The Internet: Alien Intelligence,” describes
computer programs driven by self-modifying
code or algorithms. In this scenario, humans will
write the original programs or at least define to a
computer program the task to be accomplished.
The program will then continually modify itself to
find the most efficient way to achieve the desired
result. The optimized code, in Martin’s view, may
well be unintelligible to humans – a product of
“Alien Intelligence.” We will only be able to ana-

lyze the results to insure that the program is properly working. Martin sees the world to come as so
scientifically complex and interconnected that the
use of such systems will be mandatory.
Martin’s theories and concerns are expanded
on in his more recent work, “The Meaning of the
21st Century, sub-titled “A Vital Blueprint For
Ensuring Our Future” -- which is also the subject
of a documentary narrated by Michael Douglas
(http://bernews.com/2010/10/michael-douglasnarrates-martin-documentary/). I recommend
that everyone watch the documentary; it is an
eye-opener to the challenges that we face and the
way that we can meet them.
So we are faced in our immediate future
with tremendous computer power, massive storage, high-speed communications, self-replicating
nanotechnology, and self-modifying alien intelligence code -- as well as all of the other real issues that Martin reminds us of -- climate change,
over-population, lack of water, demand for energy,
the list goes on and on. It is bewildering! Yet, it is
the universe, which we must master if, as Martin
writes, we are to survive. We will only accomplish
this mastering through awareness, education, and
prudence. The non-technical citizenry must educate itself to, at least, understand the risk and dangers and demand transparency so that those who
are technical may have the information to guide
us through the 21st Century. We should listen to
those such as Martin but the responsibility to survive belongs to all of us.
Creative Disruption is a continuing series
examining the impact of constantly accelerating
technology on the world around us. These changers normally happen under our personal radar until we find that the world as we knew it is no more.
John F. McMullen has been involved in technology
for over 40 years and has written about it for major
publications. He may be found on Facebook and his
current non-technical writing, a novel, “The Inwood
Book” and “New & Collected Poems by johnmac the
bard” are available on Amazon. He is a professor at
Purchase College and has previously taught at Monroe
College, Marist College and the New School For Social
Research.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Jelena Stupljanin
By SHERIF AWAD
Belgrade-born, New Yorkbased, Jelena Stupljanin did
not know that her role in the
2010 drama Circus Columbia by acclaimed Bosnian
filmmaker Danis Tanovic,
would bring her great acclaim and attention or even
a Best Actress Award from the 27th edition of
the Alexandria Film Festival for Mediterranean
Countries, the sole art festivity organized last year
in Egypt after the revolution. The movie recently
opened to rave reviews in the United States with
most critics. Those who have seen it in the New

York premiere were surprised that it did not make
it as a finalist in the Oscar race, especially because
director Tanovic is no stranger to the Oscars. In
fact, Tanvic’s powerful drama, No Man’s Land,
won the Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film
in 2002 among many other international trophies.
In Circus Columbia, Jelena plays Azra, the
young and pretty girlfriend of the middle-aged
Divko (Miki Manojlovic, Underground), who
accompanies him on the way back to his native,
pre-war, 1991, Herzegovinian village. Divko has
revenge on his mind; his primary target is his
ex-wife Lucija (Mira Furlan, Lost), who failed
to follow him to Germany when he was forced
to flee some 20 years before. While the war machine prepares to strike, Divko and Lucija start to
rethink their future, and a romance begins to develop between Azra and Divko’s only son, Martin.
In their statement, the international jury members

Jelena Stupljanin.

in the Alexandria festival found Jelena’s depiction
of the red-headed Azra distinguished, because her
portrayal succeeded in reflecting the humanity
and depth behind her physical beauty.
Jelena Stupljanin’s acting skills are the result
of professional studies and training. She graduated from the National Faculty of Dramatic Arts
(FDU) in Belgrade, Serbia in 2000 with a BFA in
Acting in the class of Professor Gordana Maric.
She also studied acting with Mila Manojlovic,
Marinko Madzgalj, Milena Raznjatovic and
Lako Nikolic. After her graduation, she soon appeared in plays performed by the national theatre
in Belgrade and also on national television. Stupljanin became well known in her native country
when she played a co-starring role in the top rated
TV series “Lisice” (Foxes, 2002). Honored and
supported by Princess Elizabeth Karageorgevic of
Continued on page 7
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Jelena Stupljanin
Continued from page 6
Yugoslavia, as well as by Svetozar Cvetkovic, the
General Manager of Theater Atelje 212 in Belgrade, Jelena arrived in New York seven years ago
to perfect her craft for two years at the Lee Strasberg Theater and Film institute. While she was
getting offers from Europe, including her role as
Azra, Jelena became a member of the New York
theatrical off-Broadway company, Rising Phoenix
Repertory. Last February, Jelena was invited to the
Talent Campus of the Berlin Film Festival, which
is an important venue for workshops and collaboration between filmmakers coming from different
parts of the globe. It was a chance for me to meet
her for the first time and afford me the opportunity to personally present her with the Alexandria
Award. It was a brief encounter. “Once I return to
New York, I will go back to rehearsals for a new
production of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About
Nothing with Rising Phoenix that also produces
works by modern American playwrights, in addition to classics. Also, I have a starring role in new

Jelena Stupljanin with Miki Manojlovic in
Circus Columbia.
short films commissioned by Sundance Film Lab.
The Actors Studio in New York is an important
place for professional actors to practice their craft
with experienced coaches and so it was for me,
too, because I was coming from a background in
classical training,” Jelena told me.
She remember how she landed her role in
Circus Columbia: “A few years ago, I was invited
to an acting workshop with Jasmila Zbanic, an-

Jelena Stupljanin with Danis Tanovic and Mira
Furlan.
other renowned Bosnian filmmaker, who won
the Golden Berlin Bear for her film Grbavica:
The Land of My Dreams back in 2006. When
Danis was casting Columbia, Jasmila’s company
Deblokada gave him the workshop’s tapes so he
invited me for a meeting in Sarajevo. Based on
my past work and that meeting, I was cast, and
we started to shoot in Slovenia and Bosnia. Danis
has a way of making his actors comfortable and
relaxed on set. He gave me confidence and earned
my trust, which made my acting scenes with such
great actors like Manojlovic and Furlan enjoyable.
I loved the character of Azra because I like to play

female characters that are complex and different
than my own character in real life.”
In addition to Jelena’s best actress trophy in
Alexandria, Circus Columbia also won the Best
Film category in the festival. “It was astonishing
for me to recognize that such a localized story
could so empathically project itself onto an international audience with such impact and relevance.
Everybody loved it; touched on the same humanistic level,” Jelena said.
Jelena, now back in New York for her theatrical commitments after meeting approximately
300 cineastes from all over the world in the Talent
Campus of the Berlin Festival said, “It is always
great to meet such talented and diverse people
who have inspired me by the way they work and
approach filmmaking.”
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/video
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt Today
Magazine, and the artistic director for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also contributes
to Variety, in the United States, and Variety Arabia, in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Enhanced Gaming at Empire City Will Mean More Jobs
YONKERS, NY -- Empire City Casino at
Yonkers Raceway is prepared to invest more
than $310 million in its facility to include a new
400-room hotel, 5,000 seat multi-use arena and
2,500-space parking garage if enhanced casino
gaming is approved in New York State. Those
investments would give a $572 million jolt to the
local economy and create 2,979 jobs, an economic
forecasting report released today noted.
The report released by the New York Gaming Association notes that expanded gaming at
Empire City would generate an additional $291
million in new economic activity and support for
state and local governments on top of the nearly
$700 million produced in 2011 bringing the Yonkers-based facility’s annual impact to the state and
region to almost a billion dollars.
“We are proud of the contributions we make

in our community through the jobs we provide
and the businesses we support,”Timothy Rooney
Jr., General Counsel for Empire City Casino at
Yonkers Raceway, said of the new report.“We also
take pride in our support of education in this state
as we have contributed more than $1.5 billion
since our casino opened.We have big plans for our
racing and gaming facility, which will create even
more job opportunities for residents of Yonkers,
Westchester, and the downstate region and more
support for state and local governments. But we
need approval of enhanced casino gaming in New
York to make it happen.”
Approval of a constitutional amendment to
expand gaming at Empire City Casino would
have a dramatic impact on the region’s economy,
the report notes. Construction of a new hotel,
arena and parking facility along with other new

amenities would pump more than $572 million
into the region’s economy and produce almost
3000 new jobs in construction and other local
industries.
Additionally, the number of jobs Empire
City supports either directly or indirectly would
grow from 3,765 to 5,419. Its total annual impact
on the regional economy would also grow from
$262 million to more than $425 million.
The majority of the casino and racing facility’s
1,109 person workforce are residents of Yonkers,
Westchester County, and The Bronx, and the
785 new hires that would be needed would likely
come from those areas as well. An additional 869
jobs would be created as a result of spending tied
directly or indirectly to the facility’s gaming and
racing operations, its support for the racing and
breeding industry and spending by its patrons.

State and local governments would also see
a windfall. In 2011, Empire City generated more
than $425 for state and local governments. New
York State received $395 million, most of which
went to support education. Yonkers and Westchester County received more than $30 million.
With enhanced gaming, annual support for
education and other state programs from Empire
City Casino would balloon to more than $523
million and local support would grow by more
than thirty-five percent to over $40 million.
A report released four weeks ago by the same
economic forecasting group noted that in 2011
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Enhanced Gaming at Empire City Will Mean More Jobs
Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway was the
most successful racing and casino venue in New
York State responsible for more than $687 million in economic activity and revenue support for
education and other state and local government
programs.
The casino is currently undergoing a $40 million expansion, which will add new restaurants, a
steel-sculpted glass enclosed entrance and other
amenities at its Yonkers facility.
With the addition of live table games, The

nine New York Gaming Association members
are planning to invest more than $1.8 billion in
construction, creating more than 17,000 construction related jobs and generating over $3.3 billion
in state-wide economic output and approximately
$300 million in additional support for education.
The Racetrack Casinos comprising the New
York Gaming Association include:
· Batavia Downs Casino
· Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway
· Empire Resorts at Monticello Casino &

Raceway
· Finger Lakes Casino & Racetrack
Hamburg Casino at the Fairgrounds·
Resorts World Casino New York at Aqueduct Racetrack
· Saratoga Casino & Raceway
· Tioga Downs Casino·
· Vernon Downs Casino & Hotel
The economic impact analysis study was
conducted by Appleseed Inc., a New York City
firm that specializes in providing economic and
social research analysis.
Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway

features: 5,300 slot machines, electronic roulette,
video craps and baccarat, dining in the Empire
Terrace Restaurant, which overlooks the track
for live harness racing, and Nonno’s Trattoria for
Italian cuisine, as well as a quick bite at the International Food Court and its wide-ranging menu.
Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway is located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (at Central Avenue) in
Yonkers, New York, Westchester County, (I-87 to
Exit 2). Empire City Casino is open seven days a
week from 9:00am to 4:00am. For more information call 914-968-4200 or log onto www.empirecitycasino.com.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mayor Spano, L+M Development Partners Inc. and Yonkers IDA Break
Ground on Warburton Lofts Development
Historic Restoration to Further Transformation of Downtown Yonkers with New Housing Stock and Retail Space
YONKERS, NY -- Mayor Mike Spano,
L+M Development Partners Inc. (L+M) and
the Yonkers Industrial Development Agency
(IDA) symbolically broke ground today marking the start of construction on Warburton
Lofts, a historic restoration of loft-style rental
apartments and retail space located at 44-50 and
54 Warburton Avenue (aka 6-8 Wells Avenue)
across from Philipse Manor Hall. The $10 million mixed-use project is the latest in a series of
developments that is bringing new economic investment to downtown Yonkers, improving the
quality of the city’s housing stock for all income
levels and continuing the downtown’s renaissance.
Stephen Tilly, Architect and Old Structures Engineering serves as the design team for
the project. The properties will feature restored
100-year old storefronts at street level with over
9,000 square feet of retail space and 10 loft-style
apartments above two to four story buildings.
Each structure is being restored to its circa 1900
appearance. The building at 50 Warburton was
designed by Edwin A. Quick, the architect responsible for Yonkers’ historic City Hall and 25
other local buildings.
“This innovative project is a wonderful opportunity to turn buildings that have been symbols of urban decay into vibrant active spaces,
creating quality affordable housing for Yonkers
families and viable retail opportunities for small
businesses. These historic buildings, with their
newly restored facades will be another visible
sign of our downtown’s transformation,” said
Mayor Spano, who is also Chairman of the Yonkers IDA.
“Restoring these buildings serves as another
important step in our work to bring economic
vitality back to the heart of one of the largest
municipalities in New York State,” said Ron
Moelis, CEO and co-founder of L+M Development Partners. “We’re excited to be involved
in a project, which also allows us to honor the
City’s history while contributing to ongoing

change. We thank the City of Yonkers for spearheading efforts to improve the quality and quantity of reasonably priced housing in Yonkers, and
look forward to working closely with Mayor
Spano and his Administration to reinvigorate
the downtown area.”
Funding for the Warburton Lofts project
includes:
$2.7 million in equity proceeds from Citi
Community Capital (Citi), acting as the New
Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) equity investor,
for a NMTC allocation provided by Greenline
Ventures LLC (Greenline);
$1 million of U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) HOME
funds from the City of Yonkers;
$2.9 million of Empire State Development
Corporation RESTORE NY funds from the
City of Yonkers; and
$3.4 million in private financing, including
$1.8 million from L+M Development Partners
In addition, the Yonkers IDA approved an
incentive package that includes sales and use
tax exemptions for construction materials and
equipment, a mortgage recording tax agreement
and a structured property tax agreement.
As an affordable housing project, qualifying tenants’ income will be capped at 80% of the
Westchester County Median Income (AMI).
“The revitalization of the City of Yonkers,
with its proximity to Manhattan and access to

both rail and water Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano and officials from L+M Development Partners and
transportation, af- Yonkers IDA are joined by community and business leaders to break ground on
fords its residents a Warburton Lofts development. In the photo (looking from left to right): Kermit
unique opportunity Billups, Executive VP, Greenline Ventures, Inc.; Yonkers City Council Majority
to live in a historic
Leader Wilson Terrero; Joseph Curran, Citi Consumer Regional Manager
residential comfor Yonkers; Jonathan Cortell, VP, L+M Development Partners, Inc.; Ron
munity and work Moelis, CEO and co-founder of L+M Development Partners; Yonkers Mayor
either locally or
Mike Spano; Aimee Vargas, Mid-Hudson Regional Director, Empire State
regionally. Citi is
Development; Yonkers City Council Member Christopher Johnson; Yonkers
proud to be an in- City Council President Chuck Lesnick; Yonkers City Council Member Michael
vestor and continue
Sabatino; and Ellen Lynch, President & CEO, Yonkers IDA.
its long support of
L&M Developinvestment by L+M Development Partners in
ment,” said Joseph Curran, a managing director
Yonkers in partnership with the City of Yonat Citi and Consumer Regional Manager for
kers, as well as other public sector entities. L+M
Yonkers.
completed 330 Riverdale, a 137-unit affordable
“We are excited to participate in this financrental building last spring. Warburton Lofts
ing, which is the culmination of a collaborative
represents the second phase of an innovative afeffort to make Warburton Lofts a reality. The
fordable housing development that includes the
strong local support for the project, along with
adjacent 92 unit, 12-story tower under constructhe creation of much needed affordable housing,
tion at 49 North Broadway, which is projected
retail and community space, are all consistent
to be completed in Fall 2012 to coincide with
with Greenline’s objectives with its NMTC althe restoration work for Warburton Lofts. In
location and investment activities. We are also
addition to the restoration of Warburton Lofts,
very pleased to have formed a new relationship
40 and 42 Warburton Avenue, both privatelywith L+M Development Partners, an industryowned, will also receive funding through the
leading firm with an excellent track record and
Empire State Development Corporation from
deep understanding of the Yonkers community,”
the City of Yonkers and will be undergoing their
said Kermit Billups, Executive Vice President of
own restorations this year.
Greenline Ventures LLC.
Warburton Lofts represents the continued
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Deja Café, Old-Fashioned
Coffeehouse, Opens in Mount Vernon

Mount Vernon Mayor Ernie Davis Cuts Ribbon for New Social Hub in Fleetwood

FLEETWOOD, NY – Mount Vernon
Mayor Ernie Davis cut the ribbon February 28,
2012, for the official opening of Deja Brew Café,
a new coffeehouse in the heart of the Fleetwood
retail district.
The mayor was joined by Deja Brew Café
owner Bruce Tanner and staff, other city officials,
and area resident to celebrate the new venue,
which has gourmet coffees, teas, desserts and
performances by local artists on its menu.
“Congratulations to Bruce Tanner on the
official opening of Deja Brew Café,” said Mayor
Davis. “Deja Brew Café is a most welcome addi-

tion to Fleetwood, because it offers residents delicious coffees, teas and food, along with a warm
and friendly gathering place.”
“We’re excited about opening Deja Brew
Café in Fleetwood, and honored and pleased
that Mayor Davis and other city officials could
join us for this special occasion,” said Tanner.
“We think residents will find the café to be an
inviting spot. Deja Brew Cafe is modeled after
the coffeehouses of the 70’s, a place where people can kick back, relax, hear some good music,
drink coffee and eat wonderful desserts.”
As part of the launch, Deja Brew Café also

unveiled www.dejabrewcafeny.com, a new website featuring information about the café’s menu
and events schedule, as well as short articles relating to the world of coffees and teas.
Deja Brew Café is a blend of a full espresso
bar with wholesome, high quality pastries and
sandwiches. Chef Tanner emphasizes the quality of the ingredients he uses, favoring artisanal,
homemade products. The cafe serves smooth,
rich coffee beverages produced by sophisticated
espresso-making and latte art processes, in conjunction with naked filters.
Since its soft launch in November, Deja
Brew Café has quickly become a local scene for
Fleetwood residents. There have already been
performances by area musicians, as well as a live
podcast about the Amani Charter School in
Mount Vernon. The café is also planning poetry
readings, starting in March. Eventually, Tanner
would like to have a regular schedule of entertainment for Friday and Saturday evenings. The
café also hosts activities for school-age children.
Performers who are interested in appearing

at Deja Brew Café can contact Bruce Tanner
through the café website at www.dejabrewcafeny.com.
Chef Bruce Tanner received his training
at the Institute of Culinary Education in 1993.
After an externship with Dean & Deluca, the
world renowned purveyor of artisanal foods,
Bruce helped produce special events for the culinary industry, including top food and lifestyle
companies.
Among his clients was the James Beard
Foundation, a non-profit whose mission is “to
celebrate, nurture, and preserve America’s diverse
culinary heritage and future.”
A 2009 trip to Italy reawakened Bruce’s
long-held dream of operating his own gourmet
foods establishment. Italy taught Bruce two important things: simplicity and quality, the core
philosophy behind Deja Brew Café.
Deja Brew Café’s is located at 5 West Broad
Street, Mount Vernon, NY 10552. Phone: 914699-3300. For more information about Deja
Brew Café, visit www.dejabrewcafeny.com.
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Brewing Up a Small Business in Today’s Economy
The Next Great American Lager Company to Start in Yonkers
YONKERS, NY -- “A lot of cool things will happen in craft over the next 10 years,” said Jim Koch,
founder and Chairman of Boston Beer Company
referring to the craft beer industry.
The Hudson Brewing Company has been
formed and has planted its roots in Yonkers, the
fourth largest city in the State of New York. Why
you ask? The real question is why not!
In June 2011, founders John Rubbo and
Nick Califano, two life long Yonkers residents,
found themselves eager to start a small business
together. John, an entrepreneur who owns his own
business, and Nick, a sales associate for an asset
management firm, were hungry to find a growing industry that they could sink their teeth into.
Several concepts came to mind, but all conversations brought them back to that hot summer day
in June 2009 when they attempted to make their
first home brew.
In the midst of a difficult economic environment John and Nick’s extensive research showed
them just how well the craft beer industry was
performing. Although overall beer sales were
down 1% in 2010 the craft brewing industry experienced growth of 11% by volume and 12% by
dollars. In an effort to gain more insight on the
industry and what it takes to start and operate a
micro-brewery, they met with dozens of brewers
and brewery owners from across the U.S. These
conversations made one thing very clear; many
breweries opening in this country were started by
brewers whose primary focus was brewing good
beer and their secondary focus was on sales. Despite this common theme micro-breweries are experiencing double digit growth year over year.This

Hudson Brewing Co. founders John Rubbo (left) and Nick Califano.
was intriguing to John and Nick who thought,
piece of Hudson’s puzzle fell into place. This is
“what if we can bring our sales and management
where they met Sharif, the Intellectual Property
know how to this market and find a world class
attorney who was a brewing genius; a man that
brewer to brew what we consider to be the next
has raw material contacts, friends in the industry
great American lager?” This led these two young
and the ability to create an authentic beer... and so
entrepreneurs to seek a world class brewer.
that is exactly what happened next.
Nick and John interviewed over a dozen
John and Nick sat down with Sharif detailing
brewers who had contacted Hudson. It wasn’t
the desired lager they wanted to bring to market.
until the second to last interview where the next
Six weeks later Sharif delivered and hit the nail on

the head. From the first glance to the last drop, the
amber lager had a fun aroma that invites a sip, and
a taste and finish so smooth it shocks the senses.
Hudson conducted their own focus groups with
some very helpful feedback
from bar and restaurant owners, managers
and their customers, and with that analysis Sharif
critiqued the recipe and now Hudson possess the
final lager that will go to market.
When does Hudson Brewing Co. plan on
opening? Hudson plans to sell the very first barrel of Hudson Lager in September 2012. Hudson
has currently filed as a corporation in NYS, prepared their business plan, finalized their Private
Investment Offering, identified a location and has
begun to meet with local banks. Hudson’s goal is
to partner with a local bank and apply for an SBA
loan, all in addition to the capital already raised.
Hudson is at the point every start up finds itself,
raise enough start-up dollars and secure ample
working capital to sustain the first two years in
business. The Founders of Hudson Brewing Co.
now find themselves turning their business plan
from a dream to a very successful reality.
With the assistance of Mayor Mike Spano
and his department heads, local community
banks, excited investors, and a thirsty marketplace,
Hudson Brewing Co. is ready to make its mark
on a rapidly growing industry. Keep an eye and
ear on what is yet to come from Hudson Brewing Co. and don’t forget to support LOCAL.Your
LOCAL farm, your LOCAL banks, your LOCAL shops and don’t forget your soon to arrive,
LOCAL brew!
For more information, or for investment opportunities, please email HudsonBrewingCo@gmail.com.

Follow Hudson Brewing Co. on Twitter (@HudsonBrewingCo) and Facebook (Hudson Brewing Co.).

HEALTH

The Dirt on Antibacterial Soap
By AMY MATTHEWS AMOS
When my sister and I were
kids, we giggled upon learning
that 60 percent of the human
body is comprised of water.
We wiggled and wobbled and
moved our bodies in mushy
wave-like motions, mimicking
the sloshy mess one would expect of something
made largely of liquid.
It turns out we should have been pretending we
were covered in bugs.
Scientific studies now reveal that nine out of
10 cells in our bodies are not actually us, they’re
microbes. Yes, we’re crawling with microscopic
creatures, including bacteria, viruses, and fungi.
And in fact, the overwhelming majority of
these creatures are not bad, but good. These puny
partners, having evolved with us for eons, aren’t
just hitching a ride. They’re earning their keep
with hefty tasks – helping digest food, absorb
nutrients, and attacking disease-causing invaders.
So if they’re good, and we need them, then

why are we working so hard to kill them? And by
harming them, are we also unknowingly harming
ourselves?
Sales of antibacterial consumer products –
including multiple brands of antibacterial hand
soap, body soap, dishwashing liquid, sponges and
more – have mushroomed recently, fed by our
growing fears of germs and nasty “superbugs” that
no longer respond to antibiotics. Up to 75 percent
of hand soap now sold in the U.S. is antibacterial.
I even bought antibacterial cotton swabs recently by mistake, not noticing the antimicrobial
claim until I got home. Which begs the question: do I really need to worry about microbes in
healthy ears?
In truth, most of these products aren’t needed.
Washing hands with regular soap and warm water
removes harmful germs just as effectively as antibacterial soap, says the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Soap binds with bacteria, picks them
up off the skin, and allows them to be whisked
away with warm water. People with compromised
immune systems from chronic disease or chemo-

therapy may want added protection, but most of
us don’t need it.
In fact, antimicrobial products may be bad
for you. Most antibacterial items are treated with
a pesticide called triclosan. Studies suggest that
triclosan disrupts thyroid and sex hormones in
animals. It also gets washed down drains into waterways, where sunlight converts it into a poisonous dioxin that hurts fish and wildlife.
Also, remember that triclosan kills all bacteria,
which means it can kill those good bugs on your
body that help prevent disease by keeping harmful
bacteria, viruses and fungi in check. Some scientists worry that excessive use of antibacterial soap
could actually make infectious bacteria worse by
accelerating their resistance to antibiotics.
But it’s not just about infection. Many scientists believe good microbes play a critical role
in regulating our metabolism, guiding brain development, influencing behavior and regulating
health. For example, microbes in the gut have
been shown to alter brain chemistry in mice, affecting anxiety and depression, and they may influence inflammatory responses that contribute to
cancer and heart disease.
The National Institute of Health is currently
examining the trillions of microbes found in the

human mouth, nose, esophagus, gut, skin and urogenital tract to identify which are found in healthy
people, and which are missing in those who aren’t.
Related research is exploring whether microbes
can help treat chronic digestive and autoimmune
disorders such as Crohn’s disease and multiple
sclerosis.
Scientists are also studying whether modern
medical practices such as C-sections (in which
newborns bypass healthy bacteria in the birth
canal), and excessive antibiotic use are contributing to escalating health problems such as asthma,
food allergies, and obesity.
So save your creepy crawly fears for Halloween. Most of those trillions of tiny creatures on
your body help maintain a very complicated and
miraculous system: you. Wash the truly scary bugs
away with simple soap and water and ignore the
marketers trying to trick you into buying something you don’t need.
Your microbes, and the remaining 10 percent
of human cells in your body, just may thank you.
Amy Mathews Amos is an independent environmental consultant and writer.
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Quit Smoking with Cold Laser Therapy
Yonkers, NY -- St. John’s Riverside Hospital’s
Holistic Care Department is offering a way to
quit smoking with Cold Laser Therapy. The cost
of this treatment is $200 for the initial 45 minutes and $100 for a booster (30 minutes) if needed after one month. Treatments are conducted
at St. John’s Riverside Hospital, Andrus Pavilion,
967 North Broadway, Yonkers, N.Y. 10701, in
the Holistic Care Treatment Room on 8 West.
To schedule an appointment contact Gayle
Newshan, PhD, NP at 914-964-7396 or gnewshan@riversidehealth.org.
For more information about the Holistic

Of all the fields of science,
psychotherapy is relatively
new and the least understood
when one considers the lack
of understanding via the preponderance of theories and
therapies. There are no blood
tests clarifying a mental illness.
Even a proper diagnosis along
with cause-effect relationships can be elusive. Due
to the complexity of human relationships and the
dynamics of the individual’s personality, it may
take years to properly reach the core issues of a
person’s suffering. Take it as truth from someone
who had been misdiagnosed and on the wrong
medications for years.
Considering the above how does both patient and doctor (and therapist) create/obtain a
safe mindset of thought patterns, activities and
beliefs? How can one have healing when the real
cause is unknown? What is true healing and can
it ever be achieved? What therefore are the goals
to be obtained when confronting disease? Usually it is to maintain or create a reasonable quality of life acceptable to both patient and doctor/
therapist, even when core issues may not have
been resolved. To achieve acceptable standards, a
rethinking process or a retraining/retooling of the
brain must occur, where the patient can come to
an understanding of the cause and effect of these
thoughts and behaviors, leading to a constructive
internal dialogue between mind and brain.
Now that is has taken me two paragraphs to
explain what has to be done to create a proper an
inner discourse, I can try to explain the concept
developed by Marsha Linehan, Ph.D. called Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT). Originally developed for patients with Borderline Personality
Disorder - those having erratic behavior, stormy,
hostile relationships, and suicidal thoughts and attempts - DBT is being applied to treat a broader
range of those with mental illness. Fortunately, it
is being utilized where I receive treatment. Unfortunately, these skills are not being used by the
general population.
Through her personal bout with mental illness and her research in treating others, Dr. Line-
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RIVERVIEW COURT
APARTMENTS • 47 RIVERDALE AVE., YONKERS, NY

1 & 2 BR APARTMENTS AT A GREAT PRICE!
1 BR STARTING AT $1075 • 2 BRS STARTING AT $1300

Care Department at St. John’s Riverside Hospital visit the website at www.riversidehealth.org.

Learning Daily Survival Skills Through DBT
By GLENN SLABY

THURSDAY MARCH 15, 2012

han has broken down DBT into four modules,
each with its own set of skills and exercises. The
process is difficult, at times painful, may take years
to fully implement, but works. Slowly, the brain
and the mind see circumstances differently, as the
individual applies skills to relationships and trials
in their lives, as the inner discourse or conversation changes for the positive. This brief column
can never really state how valuable these building
blocks are to improving lives.
These four modules - mindfulness, interpersonal effectiveness, emotion regulation and distress
tolerance – enables us to (re)connect with a norm.
I am now more acceptable and aware of the world
I interact with, slowly creating an inner dialogue
between mind and brain, action and re-action. I’m
putting less pressure upon myself and slowly finding ways to manage and enjoy life while building
up self-confidence and acceptance. Developing
these proper survival skills is a necessity for those
under this terrible umbrella of diseases.
With our eyes and ears are constantly
plugged into mediums such as twitter, I-pads
and Droids, the mindfulness module teaches us
to focus on the concept of being in the moment.
A social concept lost on our individualistic society
which is constantly in motion as we channel-surf
through life. It is about what we pay attention
to. It is about developing a more spiritual and/or
Zen-like qualities to life. My mind, busy with numerous thoughts and images, is able to slow down
a little and focus in this now. (See also my column
“Mindfulness and Being in the Moment”, October 13, 2011)
Interpersonal effectiveness focuses on improving all relationships from the supermarket
line to the dinner table. It helps us acquire and
develop goals and priorities. I have difficulties
in saying no, in stating my wants and needs but
that has tapered while my self-confidence has increased and insecurities lessened. We try to learn,
observe and establish limits. Slowly, confidence
grows as do our relationships or at least our understanding of them. Self-respect grows as one learns
about fairness, sticking to values and truthfulness.
It takes work, some role playing, and some give
and take.
Continued on page 12
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Learning Daily Survival Skills Through DBT
Continued from page 11
Emotions are certainly not a friend of us who
suffer. When first asked to describe emotions, the
terms I presented were usually negatives, fearful
ones until someone brings to light the positive
affirmations so easily forgotten. Not only might
I harp on these unconstructive terms, letting go
of these feelings is a struggle onto itself. There are
many ways defined in this module to help master

and overcome negative tendencies and build the
positive confirmations to sustain us daily.
With its hellish manifestations, the anguish
and pain of distress is unfortunately, all too common. Distress tolerance teaches one how to avoid
this inner terror. At times, the agony becomes
so intolerable the only supposed relief is to have
ones blood slowly ooze from self-made incisions
– cutting. Or worse. I dread this distress tolerance

module for the imaginary scenarios my brain creates. Images pass and the dark impressions of an
untold future cloud my mind. Hearing the suffering of others may only reinforce my own, but we
are learning, building ourselves up toward a better
future and a stronger self.
Learning these and other skills is basic training for life. A personal, growing spirituality is important and certainly helps. Applying these skills
while not a cure, will lead to productive, contributing lives and improved long-lasting relationships.
The dynamics DBT has brought to the field of

psychiatry continues to grow. It is painful. It is a
struggle. It helps, it works. It enables me to see I
“see” a better life in this imperfect, self-involved
world.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A former
account with an MBA, Glenn suffers from mental
illness. He writes part-time and works at the New
Rochelle Public Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital
in Harrison, New York, where he receives therapy.

HOUSING

Affordable Housing Discussion Comes to Bedford
By RICH MONETTI
On Wednesday, February 29th,
before a packed Town Hall in
Bedford, the League of Women
Voters presented, “Everything
You want to Know about Fair
and Affordable Housing – Who’s
involved, Why Here and Why Now?” But the
obvious controversy that the issue can hold was
for the most part not evident. Nonetheless, the
format wasn’t taking any chances.
“This is not really a debate,” said County
Legislator Peter Harckham, “the purpose here is
to educate and put aside some of the misconceptions and misunderstandings.” As such, a
panel of six officials and developers each gave a
five-minute presentation, before the forum was
opened to questions from the audience.
Janet Hostetler of HUD introduced the
education in the form of the settlement with
Westchester County that satisfied the questions,
why here and why now. With the county facing a liability of $150 million from the federal
government, she said, the 2009 agreement calls
for the creation of 750 affordable housing units
across the county.
A more in depth determination of why
Westchester stems from the HUD findings
that 31 communities in Westchester have little
or no minority representation. While the causes

of segregation in the 20th and 21st centuries are
different, said Hostetler, “the absence of opportunity for minorities is the common factor.”That
said, the introduction of diversity, as HUD sees
it, can only serve to make communities stronger,
while an upgrade in economic competitiveness is
the by-product.
As it stands, Westchester County’s commitment to affordable housing is nothing new,
according to Mary Mahon, Special Assistant to
the County Executive. “The county has received
49 awards over the last 25 years and currently
has 540 units in the pipeline,” she stated in her
remarks.
In the interim, the word on affordable housing must be spread as to encourage diversity.
“Units have to be marketed to those least likely
to apply in the nine surrounding counties,” said
Mahon.
Of the 9,000 people who have visited the
county website in search of affordable housing, 29% are white, and 41% African American - with one third not specifying, according
to Norma Drummond, but her job as Deputy
Commissioner of the Planning Department involves more in this regard. “We’re not just marketing the units,” she said, “We’re providing a
bigger picture campaign, making sure Westchester is a welcoming community and ensuring that
new residents know how to seek help in cases of
discrimination.”

Developer Bill Balter of Wilder Balter
Partners weighed in for his part and identified
the most challenging obstacle to building in
Northern Westchester. Currently overseeing the
Roundtop affordable housing development in
Cortlandt, he said, a lack of infrastructure – especially sewage treatment systems – is the greatest challenge.
As for the human element, from his observation, the fear in regards to who will occupy
housing can often be dismissed rather seamlessly.
A lot of times newcomers will already be part of
the community as part of the local workforce, he
said.
Federal Housing Monitor James Johnson,
whose role is to ensure the settlement obligations
are discharged, did not side step that important
issue and clarified the concerns without mincing words. “Any time you have a discussion on
race there’s ample room for misinformation and
disinformation,” he said.
But he defended the upside of integration
and the potential of having those misconceptions fall. “That’s the opportunity that’s created
by affordable housing,” he said.
From the audience, Mt. Pleasant’s Jim Russell of “Save our Neighborhoods” gauged the
outcomes presented as a rosy estimation of affordable housing, while higher crime is a factor
that is sure to be ushered in.
In response, Ms. Hostetler countered that

studies show no such data. At the same time, Mr.
Johnson welcomed the tough query. “We sometimes tip toe around questions that are in the
back of people’s minds,” he said, as he conceded
that integration has caused friction in the past.
But he was adamant about the strengthening effect it has on communities, while referring
the questioner and the audience to a book called,
“The Difference” by Scott Page.
A little less controversial, Bob Green of the
North Castle Planning Board raised concerns
about what would happen to projects when the
counties requirement of 750 units is reached
and whether funds will run out. “Developers
shouldn’t be discouraged by the numbers because not all proposals will reach fruition,” said
Ms. Drummond, “and there will be multiple efforts to stretch the money.”
Additionally, given all the entanglements
associated with DEP owned land and the
New York City Watershed, the way forward is
still very complex. But Mr. Balter believes with
strong leadership the difficulties will pale in
comparison to the end result. “Everyone will believe what we accomplished will be well worth
it,” he concluded.
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance writer in Westchester since 2003 and works
part time in the after school program at Mt. Kisco
Childcare. You can find more of his stories at www.
rmonetti.blogspot.com.

EYE ON THEATRE

Due Boo to Dubuque
By JOHN SIMON
“Edward Albee’s The Lady
From Dubuque,’’ as it is now
cumbrously called (compare
“The Gershwins’ Porgy and
Bess”) is just as rotten now as
it was at its premiere 32 years
ago, when it was merely “The
Lady From Dubuque.” The Signature Theatre,
which seems to favor clumsy nomenclature and
now calls itself The Pershing Square Signature
Center, believes in producing several works by a

single playwright, and has thus been reduced to
mounting Albee’s dregs, dreadful as they are.
A reviewer usually begins by telling you
what a play is about while trying to avoid too
much plot summary, which isn’t all that easy. It
becomes well-nigh impossible when a play, like
this one, is about nothing. Albee, rather than
the genius he is cracked up to be, is the author
of three worthwhile plays (“Zoo Story,” “Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” and “Three Tall
Women”) and countless feeble to hopeless others.
He is, however, an adroit trickster, one of
whose tricks is to write plays that are sheer mystification while pretending to symbolism and
great depth, which, in their complexity, must be

Catherine Curtin as Lucinda, C.J. Wilson as
Fred and Thomas Jay Ryan as Edgar in The
Lady From Dubuque.
taken on faith. The prime example is “Tiny Alice,” but others, like “Dubuque,” are pretty representative too.

But to return to the unrewarding task of
trying to tell you what this is about (the panned
original production lasted for only twelve performances), a further deterrent being that even the
humblest attempt at synopsis is bound to be an
unintentional improvement on the play.
We begin with three couples at midnight in
what is now specified as a suburban house belonging to the spouses Sam and Jo. Guests are
the brutish Fred now living with bimboish Carol, his fourth partner, and the very average Edgar
married to the not-too-bright Lucinda. They are
playing, slightly drunkenly, Twenty Questions,
and we get such revelations as that Fred is thricedivorced, and that Lucinda is a bit thick
Continued on page 13
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Due Boo to Dubuque
Continued from page 12
and easily offended. Also that Jo is dying of some
unnamed disease, which she keeps announcing
with no provocation and very little response.

Peter Francis James as Oscar and Jane Alexander
as Elizabeth in The Lady From Dubuque.

Michael Hayden as Sam and Laila Robins as Jo
in The Lady From Dubuque.
We proceed to get oodles of mutual bitchiness among good friends, especially from Jo, it
being apparently the privilege of the moribund
to insult. There is much coming and going, as
though there were no locked doors in the suburbs or everyone had keys to this house. (No
servants of any kind are in evidence.) The people
have nothing better to do than playing together
past midnight, and coming back again early next
morning.
After heaps of trivial chitchat and bitchy

Catherine Curtin as Lucinda, C.J. Wilson as Fred, Thomas Jay Ryan as Edgar, Laila Robins as Jo, Jane
Alexander as Elizabeth and Michael Hayden as Sam in The Lady From Dubuque.

animosity, the stage is emptied, Sam having carried upstairs a Jo racked (or as Albee spells it,
wracked) with pain. (There is also poor grammar,
as in “to bounce it all off of ” and “tear up a few
mutual tufts.”) Jo, by the way, has been given to
mockingly repeating verbatim what some of the
others have said, often prefacing her lines with
the f-word, frequent enough to make David
Mamet blanch with envy.

Two new characters enter from out of nowhere after Sam carried off to bed Jo who kept
screaming in pain. One is Elizabeth, a woman
“splendid for any age” we are told, the other Oscar, an elegant black man (but not too black, lest
it antagonize the groundlings).They are presumably the angels of death, and become important
in Act Two, where the question “Who are you?”
is repeated countless times, but never satisfacto-

rily answered. Elizabeth finally claims to be Jo’s
mother, or else the Lady from Dubuque (explained as the New Yorker magazine’s concept of
the unsophisticated American), though neither
proves conclusive even when Jo mutely throws
herself into Elizabeth’s arms, which seems perfectly consistent with embracing easeful death.
I won’t go into details of Act Two, but will
say that Sam, descending from the balcony level,
i.e. bedroom, barefoot and in a nightgown, is
frustrated in the just attempt to find out who the
hell the uninvited guests are. Even more mocking than Elizabeth is Oscar, who will assume a
thick Southern black accent from time to time,
and later, after Sam returns dressed, go upstairs
and emerge barefoot and in Sam’s nightgown,
only to eventually vanish and return in his own
clothes again.
Continued on page 14
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Due Boo to Dubuque
Continued from page 13
There are all kinds of dreary teasing afoot,
especially when yesterday’s guests return and
all join in the unsavory game, except that Jo is
dying with her head in Elizabeth’s lap and that
the justly obstreperous Sam gets his arms tied
behind his back by a now vicious Fred, and then
lies mute and motionless on the floor with no
friend untying him for the longest time.
My guess is that all this was Albee’s attempt
in 1980, when theater of the absurd was flourishing, to produce his version of it. But Beckett and
Ionesco also had their brands of humor, whereas
Albee could cough up only his bitchiness, which
fairly soon wears out its welcome.
My favorite nonsense occurs near the end, as
Oscar returns fully dressed, Elizabeth having expounded her dream of the end of the world, with

Jane Alexander as Elizabeth in The Lady From
Dubuque.

atomic explosions in the distance and silence
engulfing all. When Sam exclaims, “It is true?”
(note, not “Is it true?”), Elizabeth says, “Every-

thing is true.”To which Oscar, “Therefore, nothing is true.” Whereupon Elizabeth, “Therefore,
everything is true.” And then Elizabeth again,
after Sam’s last “Who are you?”—“Why, I’m the
lady from Dubuque. I thought you knew.” Then
adding, to the audience, “I thought he knew.”
CURTAIN.
Now, whereas occasional asides to the audience may be permissible, here a good portion of
the play is directed brazenly at and for the audience. Worse yet, much of it is the tedious repetition of lines that are first addressed to a fellow
character.
The production is lavish. The elaborate set,
though unreal, is lovely. The costumes are elegant. David Esbjornson has directed fluently.
In the good cast, Jane Alexander (Elizabeth) and
Laila Robins (Jo, screams and all) are especially
fine. But to what end, in this play, which Albee
first said he would revise, but then didn’t? And

how could he have, the only possible revision
would have been flushing it down the toilet. So
then, if everything is true, Albee is a genius. And
if, therefore, nothing is true, Albee is not a genius.
And that you can say again.
Production shots of The Lady From Dubuque by
Joan Marcus.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre,
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National
Review, New York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg News.
Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University
in Comparative Literature and has taught at MIT,
Harvard University, Bard College and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.com

THE SPOOF

Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Will Star Snakes!
By GAIL FARRELLY
We’re not talking human
snakes. There are sure to be
some of them in the parade too,
but we’re talking about snakes
of the reptile variety. And they
will not only be in the parade,
but they’ll be honored guests.
You may think this is a wee bit strange. It was,
after all, St. Patrick who threw the snakes out of
Ireland. But hey, times change. Think of it as a
sort of reparation for the snake population.

There’s a story behind the New York invitation. You see, when snakes were told that they
would no longer be welcome at the St. Patrick’s
Day parade in another city in the U. S., they were
hurt and depressed. There was much weeping
and gnashing of teeth. But then their leader, Simon Snake, Esq., held a rally and surprised the
group with this joyous announcement: “Hey, let’s
just face the music. We’re not wanted by some
folks. Who cares? Their loss. I’ve contacted the
mayor of New York City and told him of our
plight. He’s invited us to slither up Fifth Avenue

in the best St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the world
in the greatest city in the world. Dry your tears
and get ready to PAR-TY!”
After a rousing round of cheers, Mr. Snake
got serious and reminded the snakes of some of
the rules of the NY trip. “Absolutely no drinking
of alcohol on the parade route,” he said, adding,
“and if you must snack, do NOT eat each other.”
He said that they’d all be given miniature green
top hats, trimmed with shamrocks, to wear;
and he cautioned them against eating the cardboard shamrocks: “Your Let’s Face the Music tour

package is pretty much all-inclusive, but it does
not include emergency room costs of stomach
pumping.”
When leaving the meeting, a delighted little
snake told his friend: “I can’t wait for the New
York parade. Our down-low position will give us
the perfect vantage point for sneaking a peek up
the kilts of the bagpipers.”
Briefs, boxers, or nada? Begorrah, we’ll soon
have the answer.

Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Authors: http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
on the Internet.

HISTORY

The Short, Tragic Life of Robert Fulton, 1: The North River Steamboat
named--steamboat. Only the day before the
vessel had been moved to the Hudson from a
shipyard at Corlear’s Hook on the East River,
causing excited comment from strollers near the
Battery. Word of the vessel’s impending maiden
voyage up the Hudson the next day spread rapidly through the city.

By Robert Scott
Monday, August 17, 1807,
dawned hot and humid in the
bustling little city at the lower
tip of Manhattan Island. It
promised to be another sweltering dog day for which the
lower Hudson Valley is famous

in summer.
Gentlemen, uncomfortable in their swallow-tailed coats, and their ladies, twirling pastel
parasols to protect them from the sun, made
their way by carriage or brougham two miles
north to the village called Greenwich.
Their destination was the Christopher
Street pier jutting into the Hudson River, in an
area still largely given over to fields and orchards.
Nearby loomed the massive walls of Newgate,
the new state prison at the foot of Amos Street
(now West Tenth Street).
The occasion was the demonstration of
inventor Robert Fulton’s new--and as yet un-

An Odd-looking Craft

Robert Fulton’s North River Steamboat on a picture postcard. This full-scale replica was built for the 1909
Hudson-Fulton celebration.

Riding gently on the Hudson swells
alongside the pier was an ungainly 79-ton
cigar-shaped wooden boat measuring 142 feet
long and a ridiculously narrow 14 feet wide.
With one tall mast and an awkward 15-foot
smokestack extending high in the air, the flatbottomed, straight-sided ship riding low in the
water was a far cry from the sleek sailing sloops
that busily plied New York’s vast harbor.
Powering this unusual craft was a large
upright single-cylinder engine with an assortment of cogs, rods and wheels to drive two giant
wooden paddlewheels, 15-feet in diameter. The
Continued on page 15
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The Short, Tragic Life of Robert Fulton, 1: The North River Steamboat
Continued from page 14
latter lacked protective housings, making any
passengers standing near them on deck likely to
be doused with water. A supply of coal, Fulton’s
fuel of choice, was stored below deck, assuring
192 hours of running time.
Robert Fulton had spent more than twenty
years in England and France, working first as a
portrait painter and then as an inventor, unsuccessfully peddling inventions designed to sink
ships with underwater mines.
Derisively called “Fulton’s Folly” as it was
being built, the vessel owed much to British
craftsmen who had flocked to the vibrant former colony. Charles Brownne, a skilled London
shipwright, built its hull. Apparently, he avoided
British restrictions on the emigration of skilled
workers by changing the spelling of his given
name, Brown.
Scottish millwright Robert McQueen built
the ironwork of the paddle mechanism to Fulton’s design. The boiler Fulton had ordered from
England was never shipped, so the vessel’s boiler
was made by a local coppersmith named Marshall. The British firm of Boulton and Watt built
the 24-horsepower engine to Fulton’s specifications.
An initial unsuccessful attempt to get the
new-fangled steamboat under way at about one
o’clock drew taunts and smirking remarks from
spectators on the shore.The few passengers stood
ill at ease on the vessel’s open deck. Undaunted,
Fulton and his British-born engineer, George
Jackson, tinkered with the engine. Finally, Davis
Hunt, the vessel’s captain, was given the signal to
begin the voyage.
Its engine hissing steam and its ungainly
smokestack belching black smoke and sparks,
Fulton’s North River Steamboat moved into the
river and headed north past Spuyten Duyvil and
Westchester. At a speed of about four miles an
hour, the slim vessel cut smoothly through the
water, steadily overtaking and passing sloops and
schooners beating their way northwards under
full sail.
Fulton’s ultimate destination was Albany
but the first stop would be at Chancellor Robert
R Livingston’s estate, Clermont, 110 miles north
of the city. Prosperous and politically connected,
he had been a member of the committee that
drafted the Declaration of Independence, Secretary of Foreign Affairs, and negotiator of the
Louisiana Purchase.
Livingston, a lawyer and Fulton’s partner,
bankrolled the steamboat venture. Fearful of
competition, he obtained a monopoly on steamboat travel on the Hudson from the New York
legislature. The Chancellor would join Fulton on
board for the final 40-mile leg of the journey to
the state capital.
Despite the hoopla about the first Albanybound voyage of his steamboat, Fulton left
no written record of the passengers, nor was
there any local press coverage. Later accounts

Credit: Image donated by Corbis-Bettmann
Portrait of Robert Fulton, after a Painting by
Benjamin West.
place eminent New Yorker and U.S. senator
Dr. Samuel Latham Mitchill, aboard. Mitchill
was chairman of the senate defense committee.
Representing the Chancellor were his younger
brother and a distant cousin, both named John
Livingston.

Arrival at Clermont

Under a full moon, Fulton’s steamboat
chugged north through the night and reached
the Livingston estate early in the afternoon of
the next day. It had covered the distance at an average speed of 4-1/2 miles per hour. Livingston
came aboard for the remainder of the journey to
the state capital.
Arriving at Albany the following day, Fulton decided to turn the experimental voyage
into a commercial venture and posted a sign on
his steamboat’s railing announcing a return fare
of seven dollars, more than twice what sailing
sloops were charging. So great was the locals’ fear
of a boiler explosion, only two French travelers
booked passage on the return trip.
Although widely described as its inventor,
Robert Fulton did not invent the steamboat. He
was, however, the first to successfully operate a
steamboat commercially in regular passenger
service.

A Steamboat Business Is Born

Back in New York by Friday, August 21
with the successful round-trip voyage behind
him, Fulton immediately registered his vessel
officially at the port of New York office as the
North River Steamboat--the only name by which
it was known during its existence.
North River was the more common name
for the Hudson River during the Dutch colonial
period of the 17th century. The practical Dutch
called the Delaware, the south boundary of New
Netherland, the South River. Near the colony’s
northern boundary, was the North River, or

Hudson.
In his correspondence, Fulton referred to the
river as the North River and the Hudson River,
but in his advertisements, as in his registration
of the craft, he called it the North River Steamboat. Confusion over the name of Fulton’s vessel began with biographer Cadwallader Colden,
whose 1817 Life of Robert Fulton mistakenly
called it the Clermont. This error, repeated by
subsequent biographers and writers, continues
to this day.
Fulton began regularly scheduled trips to
Albany and back two weeks later on Sept.4,
starting from the Jersey City ferry dock at the
foot of Cortlandt Street (near the site at which
the World Trade Center would be erected. His
boat arrived in Albany the following day after a
record-setting trip of 28 hours and 45 minutes.
Accidents deliberately caused by jealous
sloop captains were a constant worry. Blaming these on Capt. Hunt’s carelessness, Fulton
replaced him with Andrew Brinck of Esopus
(Kingston). Hunt was later said to have been
bribed by sloop captains.
“You must insist on each one doing his
duty or turn him on shore and another put in
his place,” Fulton told Brinck. But Brinck turned
out to be no more satisfactory than Hunt, and
within a few weeks his place was taken by Samuel Wiswall of Hudson, who proved to be faithful

and energetic.
Nevertheless, Fulton continued to complain to partner Livingston, “Our Hands are
too numerous, their Wages too high, our fuel
more than half too dear and the quantity may
be economized.”
Service continued until November 19, ending with the freezing of the Hudson south of Albany.The following April, Livingston induced the
New York legislature to extend the time period of
the partnership’s monopoly on the Hudson.
Continued on page 19
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gathering on the corner and asked, ‘Is this Alexander Road?’
‘Yep!’ came a reply.
‘Thought it was, I used to live here a long
time ago. Funny, I never expected to come back
here.’
The doctor walked away.
A voice said, ‘Thought that was him, told
you it was him.’
‘Yeah,’ a reply. ‘Looked like him all along.
Funny thing time!’
Time!

Time

By STEPHEN WOODFIN
Bart had signed up for the test a few days
before the deadline, a lost soul grabbing at a
straw, his options few, his dreams fading.
On the appointed day, he gathered with
a crop of other would-be lawyers to give it his
best shot.
In order to gain entrance to law school he
knew he would have to score in the top fifteen
percent of all the test-takers in the nation.
He looked around him at young kids who
had never held a job, never had to support a
family, never performed poorly on a test in their
lives. They were spit-shined, vibrant on caffeine,
the women dressed like debutants at their coming out parties.
He had worked all night at his second job,
hopping bells at a large hotel, while these kids
got a good night’s sleep and dreamed of making
partner at their daddies’ law firms downtown.
When the test began, he looked at the
words on the page, long sections that required
concentration. He slapped his leg to keep himself awake, to make his eyes focus on the blurry
print.
When a lady stood up near the front of the
room and checked her watch, he knew the gig
was almost up. He blackened the empty ovals
that remained on his test sheet, leaned back in
his chair.
“Time,” the monitor said.
Around the room, people began to grumble.
“I didn’t finish, did you?” someone asked.
“I still had the last page of questions to go,”
another person said.
These were the kids who had taken paid
courses on how to master the test, how to game
the results, how to gain an advantage over people like Bart.
In his beat up truck that morning in the
university parking lot, Bart had done his only
test preparation when he read the brochure that
came in his registration packet. The thing that
stuck in his mind was a sentence that said the
LSAT rewarded only right answers. Wrong
answers didn’t matter. Bart knew if he ran out
of time, he would guess.

The grumbling increased as the test-takers
filed out of a university lecture hall at the prestigious law school.
Bart didn’t complain, he grinned. He figured if he ever became a lawyer, the ability to
make the right guess at the right time might
come in handy.

Time

By JACK DURISH
The pendulum swings thirty-six hundred
times every hour, more than two billion times
in a seventy year lifespan.The pendulum swings
from night to day, from day to night. Tick.
From birth to death, from death to birth. Tock.
From marriage to divorce, from divorce to marriage. Tick. From success to failure, from failure
to success.Tock. From tick to tock, from tock to
tick. Tick tock. Tick tock.
Hickory dickory dock, here comes the doc.
He smiles, unconvincingly. “Hi, how do you
feel,” he asks.
“You tell me,” I answer.
He smiles again. It’s a joke he’s heard from
me many times. Tick. But this time it comes
out, “oo lel mah.”Tock.
I wait.
He flips through the lab reports and
his notes as though something might have
changed since the last time he looked. Tick. He
flips them back the other way. Tock.
I wait.
“Well, Jack,” he begins. “You’ve had a
stroke.”Tick. That’s what I told them when the
paramedics picked me up. Tock. That’s what I
told him when we met at the hospital. Tick. Of
course, it came out, “eves appt uh tok.”Tock.
Tick.
Time’s running out. Tock. I’ve read the
reports. Tick. Chances are good for recovery
from an ischemic stroke if you receive a clotdissolving medication within three hours of onset. Tock. “So, get on with it already!” I scream.
Tick. It comes out, “Siige nith uledy!”Tock.
The doctor smiles patiently then frowns
a little as he launches into his explanation of
the risks. Tick. “This will thin your blood and
you could bleed out if you have anything like a
bleeding ulcer or an aneurism.”Tock.
I’ve been lying here for the past two hours
sending unanswered commands to my left leg
and arm. Tick. Who gives a damn if I die. Tock.
“Do you think I want to live this way?” I ask.
Tick. It comes out, “Dizu tink iwat ivdisay?”
Tock.
The doctor begins to explain the form I
need to sign to authorize the treatment. Tick.
I grab it from him. Tock. Nothing wrong with
the right side of my body. Tick. I gurgle and

wave frantically for the pen. Tock. He turns
and reaches for a cup to give me some water.
Tick. I throw it to the side and continue waving
frantically. Tock.
The doctor turns to the nurse and they
share a shrug. Tick. I fall our of the bed diving
for the pen in the doctors’s pocket. Tock. Now
there’s another delay as they help me back into
bed. Tick. But my focus is clear and I take advantage of the nurses proximity to grab a pen
from her pocket. Tock. She thinks I’m trying to
grope her. Tick. She scowls at me. Tock. Tough.
Tick. Where was that damn form? Tock. It fell
to the floor. Tick. I roll off of the bed shoving
the nurse aside in my descent. Tock. I pull the
clipboard with the form out from under me.
Tick. I sign it. Tock.
They help me back into the bed. Tick. The
doctor tries to settle me down.Tock. “Panicking
won’t help,” he says in a soothing voice. Tick.
“You must remain calm or we’ll have to administer a sedative.”Tock.
“Give me the medicine to break up the
clot,” I say as evenly as possible. Tick. It comes
out, “ivmehmmmmm mekin t’eck ploss.”Tock.
The doctor nods to the nurse who leaves to
get a syringe full of sedative. Tick. “No!” I shout.
“Grro!”Tock.
The doctor holds my wrist. Tick. I shove
him away and fall to the floor again. Tock. He
curses.
An orderly rushes into the room but I beat
him back with the clipboard. Tick. I wave it in
the doctor’s face but he’s too busy ducking for
cover to see my signature. Tock.
“Sluppid chit!” I scream.
I’m strapped in bed. Tick. The sedative is
beginning to make the world slip into a foggy
soup of soft edges and sibilant sounds. Tock.
The doctor is asking the nurse if anyone had
my emergency contact information. Tick.
We’re nearing the three hour mark and they
need someone to sign the form for permission
to give me the clot-busting medication. Tock.
Tick. Tock.
I wake up and rub my head with my left
hand. Tick. Thank God. Tock.
A different topic is addressed weekly on www.
TheWritersCollection.com. Each participant author, as well, as guest bloggers, are encouraged to
write on the chosen topic. The intriguing aspect of
each of their efforts is that by infusing their specific
mood and / or genre, we can better appreciate the
complexity, frivolity, or seriousness of the issue they
are challenged to distill for all our readers to celebrate, critique, or be cajoled to delve in the joy of
writing.

Stephen Woodfin
Stephen Woodfin is an
attorney/author who has
written five legal thrillers.
He blogs on Venture
Galleries (http://venturegalleries.
com/author/stephenwoodfin )

Philip Catshill
At 30, I had a massive stroke.
18 months later, I returned
to work as a policeman.
My career ended after
a 2nd stroke so I took up
painting. Now, after a 3rd stroke, I
write!

t
(h

At 30
polic ,
e
after m
a3

p
af

Jack Durish

Jack Durish was born in
Baltimore, Maryland, in
J
1943. He is a soldier and a
an
sailor, a decorated veteran
Ve
of Vietnam, a husband,
father, and grandfather. Jack is the
author of Rebels on the Mountain, available
at all eBook retailers, and a blogger at
JackDurish.com, TheWritersCollection.com,
Caleb
and VentureGalleries.com.

Caleb Pirtle, III
Caleb Pirtle III is the author
of more than 55 published
books, the screenwriter for
three made for TV movies,
and a former travel editor
of Southern Living Magazine

Krystal Wade
A mother of three who
works fifty miles from home
and writes in her ”spare
time” Krystal’s debut
novel “Wilde’s Fire” has
been accepted for publication
and should be available in 2012
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The Retired (Try To) Strike Back
Chapter 42 – The Women Take Charge
By ALLAN LUKS
“You’re my friends and advisors for the election campaign,”
says Myron. “You mean so
much to me. But I’m sorry. I
never should have thought I’d
be a good political candidate.
To compete in a fight for City Council and at
the same time make my campaign a model for
other seniors to follow. I don’t think I can do it.”
The friends meeting in the apartment look
from Bob to Myron—
“That poll says you’re running second,” replies Bob. “But you can catch up. We have several
months until the election. If you’d finally let me
do a spot that goes after your opponent’s terrible
law school grades, her ridiculously brief marriage,
how she got her job because of the sleaze Councilman who’s stepping down.”
“I want my campaign to have a special message and it can’t if it’s negative,” Myron replies
quietly.
“Your opponent, Mary Ellen, has a commercial showing you in a tired-looking photo
while a weak voice-over describes you as a nice
family man but surely not a political leader,” continues Bob. “You still won’t go after her?”

Myron shakes his head. “The voice-over
only says I have no political or government experience. It’s not really negative.”
Silence in the apartment—
“Myron, at community debates and interviews with reporters,” tries Joan, “you usually
mention that you want to make a lasting contribution for your children, all children, and the first
step is for your campaign itself to be especially
positive. How being positive and continually
discussing the future of children, your campaign
can help people feel closer to each other. I heard
you say this just yesterday on your interview on
Voters’ Voice.”
Myron nods—
“I agree, Bob, that Myron needs a new commercial,” continues Joan, “but let’s create one that
uses a large group of experts to reinforce what
Myron’s saying. I’ve been thinking about this and
reading about social credits, which actually measure the strength of ties between people.”
“Who are these experts who’ll appear in a
TV spot that’ll say Myron’s campaign is increasing social credits?” Bob asks. “I’ve worked with
academics, and they can’t agree on anything.”
“Women, senior women,” answers Joan.
“People—voters—recognize that women have
a special feeling to protect their families. You’ll

Yorktown Jewelers
WHERE QUALITY AND HONESTY COUNTS

start with the women here tonight, and we’ll
recruit more senior women to fill the screen in
your commercial.”
Mimi, Roz and Nancy watch Joan, who,
as she speaks, smoothes over her close-cut hair,
which she’s kept very short since her breast cancer treatments.
Bob argues, “Myron’s opponent also has
representatives—although she of course says
they’re not connected to her—contacting reporters to attack Myron for being part of our
group that made The Retired Person’s Dating
Film. They’re saying our movie shows that all of
us are insensitive.”
“Mary Ellen told me she doesn’t know who
those people are,” says Myron.
“Myron, please,” says Bob. ”Be realistic to
what’s out there, and fight.”
“No, it’s how to fight,” says Joan. “Bob, this
isn’t one of our husband-wife conversations
about changing the world that afterwards we
both forget about. I’ve really been thinking how
a spot with women can answer Myron’s critics. They argue that our film says retirees who
meet and form new relationships can enjoy sex
so our video is insensitive to seniors who physically aren’t able to now. But women, as the world
knows, are less hung-up than men about sex.
They’re able to talk to and relax men who are
stressed. A few women from our new commercial will discuss this, and then the entire women’s
group will recite to the camera: ‘People can be
brought together on the most sensitive issues—
and that’s why senior women support Myron.’”
Joan continues, “These critics also have been

saying Myron is insensitive because our film advises seniors when they meet possible new partners to be honest right away about their other
health problems. They say that advice isn’t realistic and will scare people from each other. But in
my idea for a commercial, different women will
explain that because men are more stoic about
health, women are better able to get men to relax and talk about their health problems. Then,
again, all the women in the group will repeat in
unison: ‘People can be brought together on the
most sensitive issues—and that’s why senior
women support Myron.’”
Joan stops, watching her silent husband.
“There are the other issues in the film that Myron’s critics are trying to raise. But we’ll have the
response to these troublemakers when our women’s commercial airs. Bob, in advertising, I was an
account liaison. Now, I’m looking to go creative,
like my husband.”
Joan smiles and then Bob smiles—and
there’s suddenly clapping from the other women
in Myron’s apartment, and then all the men and
women are standing and hugging each other.
Bob is the last to join the group, as he says,
“We’ll see if it’s the spirit of togetherness or
fighting that wins elections. You’ve heard my
thinking—I hope it’s wrong.”
Allan Luks is anationally recognized social works
leader and advocate for volunteerism. He is currently
a visiting professor at Fordham university, where he
teaches several courses in nonprofit leadership.Learn
more at http://allanluks.com. Direct email to allan@
allanluks.com.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road
Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter 28 – The First Signs of Light, or One Step Forward, Two Steps Back
left to me, and, as my particular set of symptoms
By BOB MARRONE
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One of the more interesting
things about battling depression
is that the first glimpses of insight that will help with recovery
come, or they did for me, while
you are still getting worse. I still
remember the first time John
told me that this would happen
often and that it would follow a pattern of one
step forward, two steps back, or vice versa.
Following the long walk to John’s office on
that spring night and his getting me through
that lowest of points, I tried, mostly in vein, to
live my life a day at a time; sometimes a moment
at a time. The long days of pain and agitation
were made worse by the anticipation that the
next day, and the days following that, would be
just as bad, or worse.
Shortly after that night my wife and I
thought it would help me to get away in the
hopes that my new surroundings would focus
my mind elsewhere. There were really no outlets

included vertigo born of agoraphobia, and a hair
trigger for panic attacks and other hypersensitivities, I could no longer play hockey. As such, my
time as a very good amateur hockey player came
to an end, and it would be three years before I
could get back up on a pair of skates.
Kathy and I headed off to the Catskills for a
few days. During the entire ride my mind swirled
and my heart ached with the reality that I was to
be stuck in this emotional prison for, I thought,
the rest of my life. I wondered what it would be
like to be normal. The ride was relatively soothing, nonetheless. From the beginning of these
problems, driving had always served as something that took a bit of an edge off the agitation.
But I also avoided thinking too much about it.
As anyone who has ever suffered from depression will tell you, the minute you put something
on a pedestal as enjoyable, you will obsess that
you do not deserve it until you actually lose the
ability to do it via a quite specialized phobia.
The few days spent in the sleepy town of
Continued on page 19
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No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Continued from page 18
Wurtsboro did no good. The obsessions continued and my appetite became non-existent.
And worse, having nothing that I was required
to do was maddening. The combination of early
morning awakening, no obligations, and constant pain made the days unbearable and the
thoughts of suicide more frequent. This was also
the time when I went to bed fantasizing about
how good shock therapy would be. To this day, if
I awaken early on a day off in which nothing is
planned, I am filled with a vague sense of dread.
We left Wurtsboro for my Uncle Frank’s
house further north. My uncle lived there in a
beautiful, if modest, house perched on a landscaped hillside. The house, yellow with white
shudders, was circled by flowers, and contrasted
beautifully with the green grass that swept uphill
behind it. About fifty yards to the right was a
white barn converted into a garage.
Uncle Frak lived here with his common law
wife, having never divorced his first wife, from
whom he separated many years before. He is

the uncle from the third floor of Twenty Fourth
Street who, as did the wife he left, abdicated the
raising of his kids to my mom. Only rarely were
his children allowed to visit this upstate locale.
He was retired now, but before that, he did come
to Brooklyn once a week to give his mother
money and, or, visit the doctor. I came to look
harshly on his leaving his kids with my mom, but
I always liked him, and he was a very competent man with a good sense of humor. Now that
he was a retired, he was more amenable to have
people, even his own children, visit.
While Kathy and I visited my mind alternated from my situation to being a house guest.
My uncle was in his mid-sixties and enjoying
himself. As a former senior bus mechanic he
always repaired his own cars, and had converted the barn into a full workshop in which sat,
suspended from a chain hoist, an v* engine. He
also showed me his tractor that he used to tend
to his property. He was content, happy, at peace.
Further into the home tour he talked about how
he liked to listen to talk radio late at night and

how he keep the habit of staying up late that he
developed in forty years of working the late shift
at the bus depot.
When Kathy and I returned to Brooklyn,
we headed to my mother’s house. It was Friday
and we always went there on Fridays around this
time. My mom would buy my favorite donuts in
the hope that I would eat one or two and maybe
stop the weight loss freefall that was threatening
to turn me into a scarecrow. It was the oddest of
times for a life saving insight to leave my head
and sink into my heart.
But there I was, staring at a baseboard on
the wall of my mother’s kitchen mulling my fate,
and I could not help but think of how happy my
uncle was up in his Catskill retreat. There he was
forty years older than I, doing none of the things
that twenty five year olds do. When you are
twenty five this is a big deal. What young person
would want the life of a man in his mid sixties?
He was not playing sports, hanging out with
other young couples, or doing other physically
vigorous things. But there it was: He was alive,

happy and at peace doing the things he loved.
About a week, or so, before I went upstate,
I experienced an interesting positive phenomena
that would set the stage for the most important
insight I would have in the course of my illness.
Once or twice, out of nowhere, late at night, I
would be stone, cold normal; no obsessions, no
fears, no self hate. For an hour, or so, I was like I
was before this happened. For me, it was a pleasure beyond compare.
Right then and there in that kitchen, staring
at an old yellow wall, I met with acceptance. First,
I made the decision not to take my own life, and
to wait as long as I had to for peace of mind. I
would wait forty years, if necessary, to have a life
like my uncles’ or, even to have one of those fleeting hours. I also needed one other thing. Again,
there in that kitchen, it came: It was a hard
enough to get through a day, and there was no
sense making things worse by worrying about
tomorrow. I had learned, in my heart, the blessed
gift of living one day at a time.
Bob Marrone is the host of the Good Morning Westchester with Bob Marrone, heard from Monday to
Friday, from 6 – 8:30 a.m., on WVOX-1460 AM.
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The Short, Tragic Life of Robert Fulton, 1: The North River Steamboat
Continued from page 15
During the winter, Fulton moved the
North River to Red Hook, a protected cove
south of the Clermont estate, where he set up
a workshop and spent much of his time improving the vessel. He built a new hull, making
it longer and wider, installed a new deck and
windows, and created cabins holding 54 berths.
The paddle wheels were enclosed in wooden
housings to prevent them from splashing water
on the deck. Coal was abandoned in favor of
less expensive and more easily available resinous pine logs.
Fulton also found the time to court Harriet Livingston, the Chancellor’s second cousin.
They were married by a Dutch Reformed minister on January 7, 1808, in her family’s parlor
her family’s estate at Teviotdale, eight miles
northeast of Clermont. Fulton was 42; his bride
was 24.
By the end of the 1808 sailing season, the

two partners had cleared a profit of $16,000.
They contracted with boat builder Charles
Brownne for another steamboat, the fancifully named Car of Neptune. Three years would
elapse before Fulton had another steamboat
built for Hudson River service. At 331 tons-more than four times the displacement of the
original North River--the 170-foot-long Paragon was huge, a veritable floating palace.
An illustrated account of the Paragon
published in the new monthly magazine Port
Folio described a dining room capable of serving dinner on fine china for 150 passengers and
104 berths “so wide as to conveniently admit
two persons, when the boat is crowded.” Fulton
added, almost with a wink, “and it is agreeable
to the parties.”
Two smaller boats also were built, the 81foot Firefly, which served the New York to
Poughkeepsie run and the Jersey, an ingenious
78-foot catamaran ferry running between

Manhattan and Jersey City. The new steamboat
mogul was on his way.
Robert Fulton lived less than eight years after the

first successful voyage of his North River Steamboat
and died at the age of 49. In next week’s concluding
portion of this article, Robert Scott explores Fulton’s
wide scientific interests and intimate personal relationships during his comparatively short life.
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What Does $25,000 Put on the Road?
And Would You Want to Drive It?
By ROGER WITHERSPOON
Let’s say you are looking for a compact
family sedan for under
$25,000.
For years, the low
end cars in domestic
and foreign automotive fleets were little more
than basic transportation: bells and whistles cost

2012 Mazda 3
a lot more. Still, there is nothing wrong with
wishing that you could get a small family car
which wasn’t boring to look at, was comfortable
to sit in, had enough gadgets to keep everyone
happy and, if you floored the gas pedal, actually
took off.
For many motorists, that was the turf of the
Honda Civic, long the entry level workhorse of
the popular Honda line. They were short on flair
and long on utility, but consistently reliable, ef-

doors had mostly hard, molded plastic with
a thin layer of padding where the elbow rests
and, as a result, were not very comfortable on
long trips. Surprisingly, the car lacked Bluetooth
communication, but it did have a single disc CD
player, and connections for MP3, iPod, and USB.
Its four-speaker, 160-watt sound system was adequate for the small interior, but nothing special.
There is room in the rear for a couple of average

2012 Hyundai Elantra
sized adults, but the only cup holders are in the
front. But the HF is intended to be just basic
transportation.
For about $5,000 more, the Civic can be
upgraded to the EX model, which better reflects
the quality of the Honda line. At that price, the
cloth gives way to thick, padded leather seats
which are power adjustable and heated. Overhead is a power sunroof, which gives the compact a feeling of spaciousness. And the bare

2012 Mazda 3 interior

2012 Hyundai Elantra interior

ficient, durable and, with an EPA rating of 41
miles per gallon in highway driving, easy on the
pocketbook. What they provide, however, is basic transportation: the Civic is not a balm for the
ego or a rolling sculpture destined to grace the
driveway.
And if you are willing to get the basic, nofrills version, you can roll out of a Honda showroom with a Civic HF for under $20,000. But
the Civic is actually a family of compacts, from
the no-frills, HF box to the competitive $25,000
EX sedan.
The bare bones version of the Civic HF has
plain cloth seats, but they are wide, manually adjusted. The dashboard is contoured, to give it a
little character. And the dials, in blue and white,
are easy on the eyes with digits easy to read. The

bones entertainment system is replaced by a
navigation system, satellite radio, and Bluetooth.
At that point, the Civic is a car one can look forward to owning for several years.
Under the hood, the Civic HF has a 1.8-liter, four-cylinder engine producing just 140
horsepower. Thus the small car is fine on the
road, but sluggish when you take off or need to
accelerate.That small engine, however, is why the
Civic has an EPA rating of 29 miles per gallon in
city driving and 41 MPG on the highway. And
on the open road, the Civic HF handle with the
assuredness expected of a Honda in any price
range.
I awakened to find there were five inches of
loose, powdery snow one Saturday morning, and
the stuff was destined to fall intermittently all

day. The main roads were kept relatively clear by
municipal plows, but home owners on most of
the side streets had to fend for themselves in the
slippery stuff. This was no problem for the Civic.
The compact, with its all weather tires, had
no trouble on hills, curves and uneven surfaces
though more expensive vehicles were skidding
that morning through the same slippery terrain.
The Civic’s snow-oriented traction control compensated for the bad road conditions – which
showed that not all safety technology is saved
for the expensive players. With the Civic family,
Honda is trying to get a lock on the low end of
the compact sedan market.

2012 Honda Civic HF
But Honda doesn’t have the small car field
all to itself.
The Zoom-Zoom guys would like a word
with you about their Mazda 3.
On the outside, the 3 doesn’t room to exhibit the styling flair of Mazda’s bigger models
– but it’s not a rolling box, either. It has a small,
aggressive, black grill flanked by recessed intakes
that give it the appearance of a miniature racer.
There is a sharply sloping front hood leading to a
wide expanse of glass. The sloping roof line leading to a sharply cut-off rear prevents the 3 from
having the boxy look.
Underneath that hood is a 2.0-liter, four
cylinder engine producing a respectable 155
horsepower – which is a lot for a light car like
this one. The small engine is also light on the gas
consumption, with an EPA estimate of 28 miles
per gallon in city driving, and 40 MPG on the
open road. The Mazda 3 has a six-speed transmission which, in manual mode, can hope like
a respectable sports sedan. The double-spoke,
16-inch wheels make the 3 look sportier than it
really is.
But while the outside is pleasant, it is far
more important what Mazda put inside, where
you spend your time. And here, the ZoomZoom crew gave a lot of thought to the interior
of the 3 so that it didn’t look or feel like the low
end of their automotive line.
The three spoke steering wheel is leather
wrapped, tilts and telescopes, and has push button controls for every function. The seats are
wide, thickly padded, and leather rather than
cloth. The front seats can be heated, which is a
great antidote to cold weather or sore backs. The
driver’s seat is powered, while the front passenger
seat is manually operated. But there is thick, faux
leather padding on the doors, arm rests and dash
board which makes the 3 look more expensive

than it is and, functionally, is comfortable for
long drives. The dash is curved, instead of a plain,
straight slab, and provides individual spaces for
the front occupants. There is also soft, blue lighting under the dash and along the floor boards
at night so you don’t have to fumble around in
the dark.
And in case one is changing lanes in a hurry,
there is a blind spot warning light in the side
mirrors which lets the driver know if there is a
vehicle in either blind spot. For the night vision,
add bi-xenon, self-leveling headlights.
Most cars in this price range would not
have a navigation system and color informa-

2012 Chevrolet Cruze
tion screen. The 3, however, is different. There
is a recessed, color, three-inch screen – similar
to the screen on a hand held Garmin – which
serves the navigation system. Depending on the
strength of your glasses, it can be difficult to read
the names of cross streets, but most of the information on the screen is quite legible and the
system is easy to use. It can be accessed manually
from the center console or the buttons on the
leather steering wheel, or run by voice.
For entertainment, the 3 has AM/FM and
XM satellite radio, a six-disc CD player, as well
as iPod, MP3, and USB connections. The surround sound emanates from a 10-speaker, 265watt, Bose system. And if you keep your music
on your smart phone, the Bluetooth will access it
and play through the system.
If one listens to the Republican presidential
contenders, the auto makers in Detroit should
have folded up shop three years ago. But they
didn’t, and not only has General Motors paid
back its taxpayer loans, but it reported record
profits for 2011. One of the reasons for its
comeback is the snappy Chevrolet Cruze. Here,
Chevy borrowed a trick from Nissan, which
put a turbocharger in their four-cylinder Juke,
and put a turbocharger onto their equally small
Cruze engine.
But the Nissan speedster sells for more than
$27,000, and the Cruze is aimed at a lower end.
So it has fewer amenities than the Japanese sedan, but at $20,000, is more competitive in the
economy end of the auto line.
The Cruze sedan has the low, wide stance
similar to that of the Camaro, but that is the only
similarity. The trademark Chevy badge and wide
grill on the Cruze forms more of a smile welcoming family motorists, than the dark, aggressive grimace gracing the sports car.
Continued on page 21
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What Does $25,000 Put on the Road?
Continued from page 20
Under the hood, the Cruze sports a 1.4-liter
engine cranking out just 138 horsepower. But
with the turbocharger, it never feels underpowered. The engine is billed as getting 26 miles per
gallon of regular gas in city driving and 37 MPG
on the highway. That seems a bit wishful: the test
car got 23.7 MPG in mixed driving.
GM was thoughtful in designing the interior, though frugal with some of the amenities.
The interior has attractive, two-toned seats, but
they are unheated and cloth rather than leather

2012 Mazda 3
like the Mazda 3. The seats are manually operated and, depending on your weight, may not be
the easiest to maneuver, particularly when you
are trying to adjust the seat’s height. The seats
are, however, are wide and comfortable.The twotoned motif is used all around the interior, with
the padding on the doors and dash matching the
look of the center of the seats. The dash itself is a
double curve, providing a separate space for the
driver and passenger and demonstrating that a
car does not have to be plain to be inexpensive.

There is enough leg and head room in the
rear for two tall passengers to travel comfortably,
and the rear seats fold flat for additional storage
space.
For entertainment, the Cruze came with
AM/FM and XM satellite radio in addition
to the CD and MP3 players, and the iPod
and USB connections. The six-speaker sound
system, with sub woofers in the front doors,
was more than ample to envelope the cabin in
sound though it doesn’t quite compete with the
Mazda’s Bose. And the car’s wind suppression is

2012 Hyundai Elantra
effective enough to allow you to easily hear every
note in a soft solo even though the car is rolling
down the road at triple digit speeds.
There is no navigation system in the Cruze,
but the car has both Bluetooth connection for
your smartphone and OnStar, GM’s satellite
communications network. So one can either use
an app like Google’s navigation system or push
the OnStar button and get turn-by-turn directions as the system’s satellites follow you down
the highway.

2012 Mazda 3

2012 Honda Civic HF

MSRP:		
$24,970
EPA Mileage:
28 MPG City		
		
40 MPG Highway
Performance / Safety:
2.0-Liter, 4-cylinder engine producing
155 horsepower and 148 pound/feet of
torque; 6-speed automatic transmission
with electronic manual mode; stability and
traction controls; anti-lock and 4-wheel
disc brakes; front wheel drive; rack and
pinion steering; independent front &
rear suspension; blind spot monitoring;
automatic leveling, bi-xenon headlights.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM satellite radio; 265-watt Bose
audio system with 10 speakers; iPod, MP3,
and USB connections; 6-disc CD player;
Bluetooth phone and audio; powered
sunroof; tilt and telescoping, leather
wrapped steering wheel with fingertip
audio, phone, cruise and entertainment
controls; leather seats; heated front seats;
powered driver’s seat; navigation system
with 3-inch screen.

MSRP:		
$20,225
EPA Mileage:
29 MPG City		
		
41 MPG Highway
Performance / Safety:
1.8-Liter SOHC, aluminum alloy, 4- cylinder
engine producing 140 horsepower and 128
pound/feet of torque; 5-speed automatic
transmission; MacPherson strut front
suspension; multi-link rear suspension;
front wheel drive; 15-inch alloy wheels;
rack and pinion steering; stability control;
driver and front passenger dual stage and
side airbags; side curtain airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM radio; 160-watt audio system
with 4 speakers; CD player; MP3, USB,
and iPod connection; tilt and telescope
steering wheel with fingertip audio and
cruise controls;

2012 Chevrolet Cruze
MSRP:		
EPA Mileage:
		
As Tested Mileage:

$21,455
26 MPG City		
37 MPG Highway
23.7 MPG Mixed

In addition to the trans-Pacific competition, the Japanese auto makers are also facing
challenges the Koreans, whose Hyundai Elantra seeks a share of the small car, under $25,000
market.
The Elantra, priced in the middle at just over
$22,000, is not just a means of getting around. It
is the latest model out of a California design studio which takes its “fluidic” styling cues from the
imprint of waves along the Pacific coast sands. In
January, the Elantra was voted Car of the Year
by jurors at the North American International
Auto Show in Detroit.
The win partly stems from the fact that even

2012 Honda Civic HF
though it’s a small car, the Elantra is individually, stylistically beautiful. It does not resemble a
truncated version of a larger model like the Genesis, which won the 2011 award, or the full sized
Sonata, which is so popular its resale value after a
year is higher than its original sticker price.
The Elantra continues the Hyundai practice of offering a lot for less. Under the hood is
a typically small, four-cylinder engine producing
just 148 horsepower. Unlike the Cruze, it is not
turbocharged, and will not be mistaken for a racPerformance / Safety:
1.4-liter, DOHC, cast aluminum,
turbo-charged engine producing 138
horsepower and148 pound/feet of torque;
6-speed automatic transmission with
manual mode; traction and stability
controls; independent, MacPherson
strut, front suspension; torsion beam rear
suspension; 17-inch wheels; 4-wheel, antilock brakes; driver and front passenger
front, knee, side impact, and head curtain
airbags; rear side impact and head curtain
airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM Satellite radio; CD and MP3 player;
USB and iPod ports; 6-speaker sound system;
Bluetooth and OnStar communications; tilt &
telescope steering wheel; leather wrapped
steering wheel with fingertip audio, Bluetooth,
and cruise controls.

ing car despite its sleek, flowing silhouette and
17-inch wheels.
The Koreans put their efforts inside. The
Elantra has two-tone leather seats, and both the
front and rear seats can be heated. For entertainment, the Elantra has satellite radio as well
as Bluetooth audio and connections for iPods,
USB and MP3 players. The sound system is the
largest of the bunch, with a 360-watt premium
surround sound system with six speakers and
rear amplifier designed for tailgate parties. The
Elantra comes with a navigations system and
seven-inch touch screen that is mated to the satellite radio to provide real time XM traffic and

2012 Chevrolet Cruze
road condition updates.
All cars provide basic transportation. But
aside from that function, they are generally the
largest investment a family makes in utilitarian
art. In the category of the car as mobile sculpture,
it is the aesthetics which determine what attracts
a buyer and keeps a car owner happy for several years. If one is seeking a $25,000 art project,
there are a lot to choose from.
--Roger Witherspoon writes Shifting Gears at
www.RogerWitherspoon.com

2012 Hyundai Elantra
MSRP:		
$22,110
EPA Mileage:
29 MPG City
		
40 MPG Highway
Performance / Safety:
1.8-Liter DOHC aluminum engine providing
148 horsepower and 131 pound-feet of
torque; 6-speed manual transmission;
independent MacPherson front
suspension; torsion axel rear suspension;
rack and pinion steering; ventilated front
disc brakes; solid rear disc brakes; 17-inch
alloy wheels; stability and traction control;
fog lights; front, side impact, and rear
curtain airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM satellite radio; CD and MP3
player; iPod and USB ports; 360-watt
premium sound system with 6 speakers
and amplifier; Bluetooth phone and audio;
tilt and telescoping steering wheel with
fingertip Bluetooth, audio, and cruise
controls.
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Abinanti Applauds DOT Community-Friendly Decision
GREENBURGH, NY -- NYS Assemblyman Tom Abinanti (92nd AD) last week
applauded the decision of the New York State
Department of Transportation to not install
communications towers along the Saw Mill
River Parkway.
Since 2005, the DOT has been planning for
an “intelligent transportation system communications network” to monitor and manage traffic
on commuter routes in Westchester County.The
project includes a wireless communications system including communications towers.

Recently, local officials learned that the
project would entail constructing seven 120foot microwave towers along the Saw Mill River
Parkway north of Hawthorne. While DOT
notified some communities several years ago,
the notification did not alert local officials to the
height of the towers.
As soon as local officials notified him of
DOT’s plans, Mr Abinanti met with DOT representatives and objected. He also sponsored legislation to require local approval for such DOT
projects.

Mr Abinanti also applauded the Pleasantville residents who carefully analyzed the project’s
details and rapidly protested with a knowledgeable response. “They showed that well-informed
and well-organized citizens can make a difference,” noted Assemblyman Abinanti.
“I am pleased that the DOT recognizes the
importance of making its projects community
friendly,” said Abinanti. “DOT’s action will help
foster a partnership between local governments
and the State on future projects.”

THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Running Scared
By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY -- As first reported by The Westchester
Guardian, we learned that Anthony Mangone’s law firm had
already hired the son of Senator
Tom Libous (R-Binghampton)
at a whopping $100,000 a year
in exchange for referrals, disclosed the debarred
attorney last Monday.
A problem developed when Libous allegedly asked Mangone to pay his son an additional
$50,000 toward his son’s salary.
The extra salary would be billed to a Hiffa
account, a consulting company located in Putnam County.
According to transcripts, “You called and
said, we can’t afford to pay $150,000, correct?”
defense attorney Anthony Siano asked Mangone.
“Correct,” replied Mangone.
“And that’s when it was decided, that in order to make up the additional $50,000, you and
Senator Libous agreed that you, the firm, would
bill Hiffa?” continued Siano.
“Correct,” answered Mangone.
Senator Libous said Wednesday he remained unable to comment while the trial was
proceeding.
“I will have a vigorous response to these alle-

gations when the trial is complete,” said Libous.
Though Libous and his son are not accused
of any wrongdoing, my sources close to the Senator have indicated to me that Libous “needs to
get out in front of this.”
Why wait though? All it breeds is a general
sense of anxiety.
“TIER-anny” brewing for Tier VI
NYC Mayor Mike Bloomberg was on a
take-no-prisoners radio blitz Friday pushing
pension reform and using some of his harshest
language yet to blast lawmakers and build support for Gov. Cuomo’s plan to rein in retirement
costs that have soared in recent years.
Bloomberg depicted legislators as pawns of
public employee unions and said a vote against
pension reform was a a vote for “criminals.”
“You know the old line follow the money,”
Bloomberg said. “Just see where the support is
coming from and then you can see who’s got to
stand up and explain why they are voting against
the public, why they are voting against our kids,
why they are voting in favor of criminals, because
that’s exactly what they’re doing.”
“We have a pension system that the taxpayers cannot afford and towns and counties across
the state are starting to have to make the real
choices, fewer cops, fewer firefighters, slower
ambulance response, less teachers in front of the
class room,” continued Bloomberg. “All of these
things or continue in this direction.”
Bloomberg was all praise toward Gov. Cuomo for taking a stand on pension reform and
criticized unions and others – including state

Controller Thomas DiNapoli.
“There are some people who just don’t seem
to get it,” Bloomberg said.
“Our comptroller doesn’t seem to - he’s a
nice guy but he keeps saying it’s the public marketplace, the stock market,” The mayor continued. “It is just not. That’s just not true.”
Currently, the Republican-controlled State
Senate plans to include Governor Cuomo’s Tier
VI pension reform proposal in their budget, the
Democratic-controlled Assembly does not.
Mayor Bloomberg said Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver might actually be closer to agreeing to pension reform than people think, but he
needs “cover” for members of the Assembly who
rely on union support.
The Latest on Redistricting
On Thursday, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo said
negotiations were continuing on an amendment
to the State Constitution to alter the redistricting process beginning after the 2020 census. As
part of a compromise, legislative leaders would
also change their proposed maps for the Senate
and Assembly, which Mr. Cuomo had called
“hyperpolitical” and “hyperpartisan” and promised to veto.
State Assembly and Senate leaders proposed new legislative districts, but critics called
the maps gerrymandered to protect incumbents,
and unfair to minority groups. The proposal, by
a legislative task force, would increase the size
of the Senate to 63 members from 62, but that
move is being challenged in state court.
At the same time, the number of Congres-

sional districts in New York is being reduced to
27, from 29, as a result of the census; after Albany lawmakers were unable to agree on new
Congressional districts, the leaders of the Legislature made separate proposals to a magistrate
appointed by a panel of federal judges who are
overseeing a redistricting lawsuit. The magistrate judge, Roanne L. Mann of Federal District
Court in Brooklyn, released her own proposed
Congressional district map last Monday.
ESDC specialist arrested on child porn
charges
Voters should feel refreshed knowing that
it’s not only legislators under federal scrutiny.
Agents on Friday arrested an Empire State Development Corp. professional at his Albany office on Thursday. Leonard Gaines was taken
away in handcuffs. We learned that the employee has been charged with possession and
distribution of child pornography.
It’s not yet known if the content was distributed through the corporation, or if it was limited
to the residence of Gaines.
Gaines, 55, is an $84,000-per-year data and
statistics program research specialist at the state’s
job development agency. New ESDC spokesman Austin Shafran, who was formally the press
spokesman for the Senate Democratic Conference had no comment and referred inquiries to
federal agencies involved.
Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

Before speaking to the police... call

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:
Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians
Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs
Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions.

T. 914.948.0044
F. 914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601
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Envy

By MARY C. MARVIN
In the past, I was always a bit
envious of the communities
that had space for large stores
that generated significant
sales volume, under the mistaken belief that a local community’s share of sales tax
revenue was directly related to the volume of
sales generated within their community. The
relationship is slightly more tenuous.
Municipalities in Westchester County,
with the exclusion of certain cities such as
Yonkers, White Plains and Mount Vernon
who have a different distribution formula,
receive a per capita share of the 1% of the
7.375% State and local sales tax that filters
down to municipalities.
The per capita number is based on community population as calculated by the U.S.
Census. This is the compelling reason why
the Village is vigorously challenging our low
census count in the 2010 survey.
In our budget of approximately $13
million, we anticipate sales tax revenue of
$850,000. In the six months from June 1,
2011 to November 30, 2011, the Village has
already received $417,000 of our estimated
revenue. This amount bodes extremely well
for the Village as our share of the traditionally highest revenue months of December
and January has yet to be received.
As a further encouraging sign, sales tax
revenues has been inching up since 2010 and
the County projects a 2% sales tax revenue
increase for municipalities in the coming
year.
Starting at the State government level,
a 7.375% tax is added to purchases made in
Westchester County. Of this amount, 4% remains at the State level and .375% is directed
to the MTA budget. Westchester County
government receives the remaining 3%; 2%
is retained at the County level, .25% goes to
school districts and .75% is directed to municipalities, save for the exempted cities with
the different distribution formula.
Therefore, all sales transacted in the
municipalities covered by this formula are
aggregated into a pot from which all municipalities then derive their per capita portion of
the sales tax so generated. The communities
who house the larger stores derived no extra
sales tax benefit.
The more national trend in sales tax revenue is not on as positive a trajectory. There is
now data out that proves that as a percentage
of household income, the average amount
of sales tax paid by Americans last year was
the lowest since 1967. The shift is primarily the result of the meteoric rise in Internet

GOVERNMENT
sales coupled with the continued purchase of
non-taxable services despite the economic
downturn.
As an illustration, a family that is currently squeezed financially will still pay college tuition, medical costs and purchase small
services such as haircuts and pet care, all nontaxable, while foregoing the purchase of new
taxable goods such as cars and furniture. As
a result, taxable items purchased account for
just one-third of spending today, down from
one-half in 1970. As spending patterns trend
toward tax free Internet purchases and untaxed services, the number one source of income for State and local government is fast
eroding.
As a consequence of the decline in taxable purchasing, State governments have
been forced to increase sales tax rates to
achieve the same revenue numbers creating
a Catch-22.
As State sales tax rates rise, consumers
then go on-line more often or make large
taxable purchases in nearby lower taxed
states. Having family in both Massachusetts
and New Hampshire, I have a bird’s eye view
of the pattern. New Hampshire (0% sales
tax) has bustling shopping malls all along its
border with Massachusetts which collects 7%
sales tax on the very same merchandise.
Two states, Massachusetts and Florida,
tried to levy sales tax on services in an effort
to then simultaneously lower the sales tax
on goods but both states repealed their laws
soon after enactment due to taxpayer and
special interest protests.
I close by harkening back to my time
worn mantra that as you make the tax free
Amazon purchase, take a moment to think
locally and question whether this purchase
is a benefit to not only you, but perhaps the
community.
I would posit that the 7.375% “extra” you
pay for the same gift in the Village reverberates positively in many directions for Bronxville. The Village is receiving its proportionate
share of the sales tax revenue which directly
affects local revenues and property taxes.
As illustration, a $79,130 swing in either
expenses or revenues in the Village budget
results in a full 1% increase in Village taxes.
In addition, when one looks at the donor
list to any local school or charity, you never
see Amazon, Home Depot or Overstock.
com. Further, a vibrant business district fueled and maintained with local support has
a direct effect on surrounding home values.
Purchases made in Bronxville and Westchester at large prove to be dollars well spent
in preservation of our community.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion
or comment, consider directing your perspective
by email to: mayor@vobny.com.
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Yorktown EconoWash
Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
Wash & Fold Service • Dry Cleaning & Pressing
Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
Leather & Suedes Cleaned / Treated

914.962.5539

2018 Crompond Rd. (Rear) Yorktown Hts.
Routes 35 & 202 -Crompond
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ELECTIONS

Restoring Integrity to our Electoral System
1993 National Voter Registration Act. The measure mandated state motor vehicle departments,
and other state agencies, to offer to those whom
it dealt with, but made it illegal to ask for ID.
The results have been disastrous. The authoritative Pew Center on the States has found
“millions of voter registration records nationwide
that are either inaccurate or no longer valid…
based on data [indicating] a voter died, moved,
or had been inactive from 2004 to March 2011.”
The study revealed that 2,758,578 individuals
were registered to vote in more than one state.
In addition, “12.7 million records nationwide…
appear to be out of date and no longer reflect the
voter’s current information, more than 1.8 million records for people who are no longer living,
but have active registrations on voter rolls, and
12 million records with incorrect addresses…
once duplicates among categories are eliminated,
approximately 24 million registration records, or
nearly 13% of the national total, are estimated to
be inaccurate or no longer valid.”

The publication “Free Speech & Election
Law Practices” describes that 10% of 3,000 registrants studied in California’s 39th Assembly
District were found to be either noncitizens or
at phony addresses.
A report from the Center for Representative Government noted that Motor Voter “has
made it difficult if not impossible to maintain
clean registration rolls.” John Fund, testifying before a US Senate committee, revealed that in the
2000 election, there were more registered voters
in Philadelphia than actual citizens; in 2007, it
was found that there were more registered voters than adult citizens. Numerous commentators and analysts have described investigations,
indictments or convictions for false registrations
throughout the USA.
Rather than assist the states in their attempts
to restore integrity to the electoral process, Eric
Holder’s Justice Department has actively worked
to counter any corrective measures. A number of
jurisdictions have attempted to require IDs when

Taking Our Future Into Our Own Hands

rule that it is in the public interest and the in the
interest of fairness that the ill spouse should not be
denied Medicaid and the care that he or she needs
simply because the well spouse refuses to help pay.
The reason why this is such an important policy
is because the alternatives are so horrific - either
well spouses must severely impoverish themselves
(making it more likely that they would need public assistance in the future) or seek divorce from
ill spouses. Clearly society cannot support either
of these results. The remedy has always been to
allow the well spouse state that he or she refuses
to make their assets or income available for the
medical care for their husband or wife and the ill
spouse will then receive Medicaid. The governor’s
proposed budget simply ignores the severe negative impact on seniors and the standards of society
and would just eliminate spousal refusal.
As an additional punishment to seniors, the
elimination of spousal refusal is seen as promoting nursing home care over home care for seniors,
exactly the opposite of our country’s stated goal
and certainly the overwhelming preference of all
seniors and their families. The reasons for this
are twofold. First, eliminating spousal refusal for
nursing homes appears to be in direct conflict
with federal law and, in the end, will probably not
be valid in this State. Second, if there is no spousal refusal, the level to which the well spouse must
impoverish him or herself is significantly lower
for home care then nursing home care. For both
of these reasons, the financial survival of the well
spouse may dictate the choice of sending an ill
loved one to a nursing home rather than choosing
home care. Spousal impoverishment, increased
divorce and more nursing home rather than home
care all point to the necessity of defeating this provision of the budget.
Currently, there is a move in the NY State
Assembly of which I am aware to reject this sec-

By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, Jr.
With apologies to Shakespeare, the motto of our electoral system may well have to
be changed to “Cry Havoc, and
let slip the voting dogs!” According to a report by a New
Mexico television station, a
man successfully registered his
dog to vote, in an attempt to prove how lax the
oversight protections against illegal voting had
become.
The problem is far from humorous. Our
system of registering voters, and the protections
against unlawful voting, have become so broken
that they threaten the integrity of our entire
democratic system of government.
The crisis accelerated sharply during the
years that Eric Holder has presided over the federal Justice Department, but it has its roots in the
1993 “Motor Voter” act, known formally as the

voting; Holder has sued them for their honest attempts. Their actions virtually prohibit of any reasonable safeguards against false registration.
Indeed, the Justice Department has looked
the other way when blatant electoral violations
have been brought before it. It refused to prosecute a clear case of voter intimidation by the
New Black Panther Party in the last presidential
election. Another salient example: despite explicit evidence that ID requirements have actually
increased African American attendance at the
polls, the Justice Department has branded this
common sense measure as “racist.”
Rather than side with various attorneys
general from states which have attempted to
clean up voter rolls, The Department of Justice
has worked hand-in-glove with Project Vote, an
organization that has been charged with electoral corruption and fraud, accorded to documents
obtained by the Judicial Watch organization.
This crisis hits at the heart of our freedom,
and it is one that every American should be
deeply concerned about.
Contact Frank Vernuccio at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com.

LEGISLATION
By SANFORD R. ALTMAN
Question: I have been hearing so much lately about new
state laws and regulations
that can hurt seniors. Where
do we stand and what can be
done about this?
Answer: First, let us be clear
that seniors, their families and caregivers represent
a very powerful voting block. All the state legislator’s know this. While many genuinely believe that
it is wrong to keep slamming senior citizens more
and more with each budget, even those legislators
who do not share this concern are aware they need
the senior vote to be re-elected. Budget negotiations are going on right now as you are reading this
article, so it’s time to make our voices heard.

What are the issues that we need to bring to
the forefront? There are two specific provisions
which elder law attorneys across the state have
been fighting against. They are also on the top of
the agendas of many legislators as well, including
some from this area. The first is expanded estate
recovery which I have written about in this column. This is the law which slid through in last
year’s budget which authorized the State to get
paid back for money its spent on Medicaid from
people’s estates after they die. This includes homes
with life estates, joint accounts, trust accounts, retirement accounts and pretty much everything
that the Medicaid recipient owned when he died
and was intended for his children. Since many
will need long term care or rehabilitation at some
point in their lives and will depend on Medicaid
to help with the exceedingly high cost, this law
can affect a large percentage of seniors and their
heirs, even those who might never have thought
they would need Medicaid during their lives.
So let’s be specific. There is now pending in
the legislature, two bills which would repeal the
expanded estate recovery. In the State Senate, it’s
bill # S6226 and in the Assembly, its bill # A9227.
We need to let our state legislators and the governor know that we vigorously support both of
these bills for seniors and their families.
This year’s proposed budget by our Governor
contains another swipe at seniors’ security. This
provision, which is buried in hundreds of pages
of the proposed budget, seeks to eliminate spousal
refusal for Medicaid applicants. What does this
mean? When there is a married couple where one
of the spouses is ill and seeking help from Medicaid, they count the assets of both spouses to determine Medicaid eligibility. It has always been the

tion of the budget in the Assembly’s proposed
version. And we are hopeful there will be a similar
action in the NY State Senate. Both of these need
our support.
This is who should be contacted to support
these efforts:
1. Your State Assembly person and State
Senator. Both are listed in the blue pages at the
beginning of your phone book. If you have internet access, the website for the Assembly is http://
assembly.state.ny.us The website for the Senate is
http://www.nysenate.gov. Both sites enable you
to plug in your address and find the information
for your specific legislator.
2. The Governor, on the other hand, has no
listing in the blue pages that I could find so here
is his information: Office telephone (518)4748390 or mail:
Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of New
York State
NYS State Capital Bldg
Albany, New York 12224
http://www.governor.ny.gov
Please contact your legislator (or all legislators) and the Governor and urge them to vote
in favor of Senate bill#S6226 and Assembly
bill#A9227 and to vote against elimination of
Spousal Refusal for Medicaid. These actions will
go a long way towards securing the future of seniors and their families.

Sanford R. Altman is an attorney practicing elder
law, estate administration and estate planning with
Jacobowitz & Gubits, LLP in Walden, NY. He
is a member of the AARP Legal Services Network
and chairman of the Town of Montgomery Seniors
Independence Project. He can be reached at 845778-2121 or by directing email to: sra@jacobowtiz.
com. This column is intended to give general legal
information, not legal advice.
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Newly Elected Councilman Ivar Hyden’s Future Vision for New Rochelle
By PEGGY GODFREY
Democratic Councilman Ivar
Hyden has been actively working on issues impacting New
Rochelle. The two months
long incumbent is a long time
business owner in downtown
New Rochelle has a strong
awareness of issues that affect
the City. He consented to The Westchester Guardian’s request for this exclusive interview.
1. Godfrey: You are a refreshing presence on
the New Rochelle City Council. Are there any
areas of the City Council’s policies that you want
to change or de-emphasize?
1: Hyden: After being in office for only the
past two months, it is my feeling that the City
Council should be more involved in policy making from the onset of a project and should be
actively involved in long term planning for the
city’s future.
2. Godfrey: Do you have any opinion on
whether corruption exists anywhere in City government?
2: Hyden: I know of no systemic corruption
in New Rochelle city government and I firmly
believe that none of our City Councilmembers
would tolerate corruption. Any public official
who commits a corrupt act should be immediately removed, and any person or business
involved should be permanently barred from
doing business with the city.
3. Godfrey: This year, the 2% tax cap on the
budget resulted in an increase of the refuse fee
from $66 to $233. Do you feel the City should
continue this or other fees to raise revenue in the
future?
3: Hyden: I am not a proponent of fees if
their sole purpose is to avoid an increase in property taxes. My primary focus is to find ways to
bring revenue to our city using creative development concepts, strengthening and enforcing city
code, and utilizing the resources we already have,
such as the Armory and David’s Island, to bring
new revenue streams.
4. Godfrey: Do you feel more retail and/or
residential development is necessary for downtown New Rochelle? Are you in favor of the
development consultant who was recently
approved? Why did you feel the staff of the
City and the New Rochelle B.I.D. (Business Improvement District) could not attract retail that
would be successful, especially in the downtown?
4: Hyden: I was not on the Council when
the vote was taken to bring in a development
consultant but I approve of the concept. I have
said for a long time that there needs to be more
attention paid to presenting a positive image of
our city. New Rochelle has a wonderful geographic location and an intelligent, sophisticated,
and diverse population, and we should be able
to use those attributes to bring quality retail and

commercial business to our downtown. I believe
that there still is a benefit to creating more residential housing in the downtown as long as it
is market rate and carefully sited. But the focus
needs to be on commercial and retail. We especially need an office population that will provide
daytime customers for retail and food service
businesses. I think the BID has done a good job
but City Hall needs to pay more attention to the
downtown.
5. Godfrey: Do you feel the City Council
stresses their policy making power, or do you feel
they tend to approve the initiatives of the City
Manager?
5: Hyden: I haven’t been on the City Council long enough to answer that question with
certainty. But as I said earlier, I firmly believe that
the council should take a proactive role in policy
making. It is also important that a true “comprehensive plan” be created as a roadmap for downtown development. We need to decide what we
want our downtown to be in the future and it
makes no sense to me to let development occur
in a haphazard fashion without such a plan.
6. Godfrey: Do appointments to various
boards and commissions which have powers,
such as the IDA or Planning Board, reduce the
power of the electorate to influence important
decisions in the City?
6: Hyden: I don’t think so. The IDA appointments need to be approved by elected
members of council, so there is a check there;
and in reality, the City Council has the power
at various points in the development process to
stop projects that it doesn’t think are appropriate.
7. Godfrey: What do you envision as the
best way for citizens and civic organizations to
present their concerns to the City Council?
7: Hyden: The best and most effective way
is through their council person directly. Neighborhood organizations such as the Residence
Park Association and the Glenwood Lake Association are also powerful advocates for their
residents and have real political clout. I will be
having Town Hall meetings for District 4 residents once I get a bit more organized since I
believe this a very important way for me to learn
about issues and to let my constituents know
what is going on.
8. Godfrey: Echo Bay’s developer was given
a 60 days MOU (memorandum of understanding) extension. What do you feel is the best
course of action for the City at this time?
8: Hyden: I did vote to extend the Echo
Bay MOU for 60 days. The extension will be up
in March and I have publicly stated that unless
Forest City comes back to council with a better
proposal I will not vote to extend again. I was
on the original citizen’s committee that was involved with the Echo Bay Project and I still feel
that a properly conceived development, strong
on retail and opening up the waterfront to our
citizens, would be a good thing. I have also, al-

ways been an advocate for adaptive reuse of the
Armory building, provided that it produces revenue for our city. It is a very special building and
needs to be part of New Rochelle’s future.
9. Godfrey: What direction do you feel the
City of New Rochelle should take for the next
four years?
9: Hyden: The City of New Rochelle needs
to focus on increasing revenue through sensible
development, creative use of resources, and a
positive attitude. The creation of a “comprehensive plan” will help target what we need to do as
we move forward. We need to decide what we
want our downtown to be 10 years from now
and then use all of our energy and imagination
to get there. There are many small things we can
do right away to increase revenue and improve

the visual appearance of our city, making it more
attractive to new business and customers. We
should enforce existing city code, help new and
existing small businesses to succeed by helping
them to open and to grow, and use the arts as a
hook to bring new enterprises to our city.
10. Godfrey: Do you have any ideas or suggestions you would like to share?
10: Hyden: Over the next year, I plan to
introduce several new development ideas as well
as new legislation to improve our downtown
business district. I am a strong believer that the
renaissance of New Rochelle will continue and
accelerate if we insist on intelligent, sensible, and
creative ways to grow.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former
educator

NEW SUPERMARKET OPENING IN NEW ROCHELLE
New supermarket opening – looking for experienced,
customer friendly and motivated candidates.

• ASSISTANT STORE MANAGER • SEAFOOD MANAGER
• CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER • CASHIERS
FULL TIME AND PART TIME TEAM MEMBERS FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS
If you are qualified and looking to join our team, please apply.
Visit uncleg.com to complete an application.

COINS & CURRENCY
GOLD & SILVER
WANTED

Experienced collector and part-time dealer will identify your
holdings, explain how to determine value, and make you a
strong offer or sell for you on consignment:

marosner@aol.com
References Available

914.649.3317
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The Cup of Joe Report
By GEORGE LATIMER
RYE, NY -- This past Saturday morning, March 3,
2012, over 40 people, a record
crowd, packed into Ruby’s
Oyster Bar on Purchase
Street for coffee and conversation with “George and
Judy” - a/k/a State Assemblyman George Latimer and County Legislator Judy Myers. Also in attendance were Mayor

Doug French and City Councilwoman Catherine Parker, and a few former Council members.
The topics were wide ranging, each deserving of a full paragraph of update on their own.
On the State level, there was discussion over the
Governor’s proposal to establish a new Tier 6
pension system, including a 401 (k) option, for
new hires; hydrofracking (with David Hood and
Bert deFrondeville offering very different views
on the subject); plans to modify the Triborough
Amendment and the Taylor Law, to name a few
topics. Virgil Rios raised the lack of action of fix-

ing “The Last Mile” of the NYS Thruway - from
Midland Avenue to the Connecticut border, and
the hazards causing fatalities there; Steve Abbott
asked about the state-imposed 2% Tax Cap.
On the County level, Arthur Stampleman
and Bill Lawyer asked about the likelihood of
#76 Bus service to Milton Point; Sis D’Angelo
decried the deterioration of Theodore Fremd - a
County road; many others inquired about Playland’s future. Holly Kennedy, Bernie Althoff and
Carolina Johnson inquired about a flood mitigation update from the State (SUNY campus
retention), and the County (more grant money,
and Airport runoff). The traffic conditions on
the North St./Old Post Rd. bridge over Playland

Parkway was raised by Linda Lefkowitz.
And… Pat Iorillo asked for changes in the
STOP sign design and wording to gain greater
compliance from drivers; Pat Sales thought students could be used to educate on quality of life
infractions.
Later in the day, Latimer and Myers met
with 75 people, also a record, in Mamaroneck.
The “Coffee with…” format now in its 8th year
(Latimer also books similar meetings in Port
Chester) is most unusual - very few legislators in
Westchester do anything like this. Latimer put it
succinctly: “In reaching out to listen to people’s
ideas, and talking with them directly, we are simply doing our jobs.”

Senator Stewart-Cousins Applauds Decision for Cancel Plans for Communication System Towers
MT. PLEASANT, NY -- State Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D/I/WF – 35th
District) commends the Department of Transportation (DOT) for cancelling plans to build
Communication System Towers along the Saw
Mill River Parkway at this time. After hearing
from residents, particularly from Pleasantville,
the Senator contacted DOT Commissioner
Joan McDonald urging her to take into account the impacted residents’ concerns before
moving forward with any such plans.

“The public outcry against these towers was enormous, especially in the Village of
Pleasantville,” stated Senator Stewart-Cousins.
“In collaboration with Mayor Peter Scherer, my
colleagues in government, as well as the active
residents of Pleasantville, we were able to communicate to the DOT that these towers were
not worth the cost or trouble at this time.”
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins continued, “As I explained to the Commissioner
in a letter last Friday, they would have been

unsightly, unnecessary and would have taken
away from the character of Pleasantville and
other communities along the Saw Mill River
Parkway.”
“I would like to thank Commissioner McDonald and Governor Cuomo for recognizing
the concerns of my constituents and agreeing
not to install towers along the Saw Mill Parkway at this time,” Senator Stewart-Cousins
concluded.

Limbaugh and the, um, Lady

nuclear Iran.
David Burge (@iowahawkblog) of the
Iowa Hawk blog summed it up nicely in a tweet:
“How can you monsters talk about a $15 trillion
debt at a time like this, when a brave coed has
hurt lady-feelings?”
Yes, how can we focus on trillions in Obama
debt, $6.00 gasoline and Islamo-fascists with
nukes while a Georgetown “coed” is being denied free medication from Christians for her
“Saturday night fever”?
Well, I have it on good authority that today Rush is chewing a big fat Padron Toro and
laughing himself silly. Every time McCarthyite liberals take a swing at El Rushbo, they get
their hemp-clad heinies handed to them. It’s like
watching Andre the Giant toss midgets.
On Wednesday, Rush announced on his
show that the “progressive” machine’s latest effort to bring him down via a sponsorship boycott
was failing fantastically. Following the DNCmanufactured Fluke dust-up, Rush revealed that
he has suffered zero revenue loss (even making
gains); that he has a wait list of new advertisers
lining up, and that some of his former sponsors – who hastily bowed to leftist pressure and
dropped him – are now “practically begging to
come back.”
This comes as little surprise. One such sponsor, Carbonite, saw its stock plummet by twelve
Continued on page 27

OP EDSection
Birth Control
Dear Mr. Aris:
When I read an article
about the Republican birth control position
helping Obama at the polls which appeared
to accuse the Republican Party of pandering to
Catholic voters, I did not agree.
Let’s look at it another way: what’s
Obama doing? He is pandering to young
women, knowing that their vote is vital to his
re-election. By offering contraceptive services
as being vital to women’s health, he in essence
is saying, don’t listen to your clergy, listen to me.
Government is increasingly taking control
of people’s lives. If Obama and the political
parties of this great nation of ours would realize the great sacrifices made by the religious
people of the world it would make the world
a better place for all. Many have made the
ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives for the
causes they believe in. And this is the main reason religion has survived for thousands of years
while governments have not.
Sincerely,
George Imburgia
New Rochelle, NY

By MATT BARBER
Saul Alinsky is alive and well in
the political maneuverings of the
secular left.The problem is; we all
have the playbook now.
As most know, Rush Limbaugh has been under fire of late
for comments he made about
30 year-old “reproductive justice” radical Sandra
Fluke. Ms. Fluke recently gained national attention while testifying before Congress. There, she
demanded that Georgetown Law, a Jesuit University, underwrite her stated fornication practices by paying for her and other students’ birth
control and, ostensibly, abortions. Fornication
and abortion, of course, are considered “mortal
sins” in Christianity. Catholic doctrine further
bars the church from providing contraception.
Rush said of Fluke: “[T]hey’re talking
about, like this left-wing sl-t, what’s her name?
Sandra Fluke?”
Not really. Actually that bile came from the
revolving pie-hole of MSNBC’s Ed Schultz in
reference to conservative talk radio host Laura
Ingraham. Ms. Fluke recently went on Schultz’s
program to criticize Limbaugh for indirectly
suggesting that, in light of her admitted sexually
immoral lifestyle, she was a “sl-t” (an offensive

and inappropriate slang for which he has apologized).
During the interview Ms. Fluke somehow
failed to mention Schultz’s identical insult of
Ingraham. (An inadvertent oversight, I’m sure.)
And speaking of double standards: the media has made much fanfare about a staged phone
call from President Obama to Ms. Fluke to “ask
how she was holding up.” (No call yet to the
similarly aggrieved Laura Ingraham.)
Additionally, Obama has refused to return – or even answer questions about – a one
million-dollar donation from serial misogynist
Bill Maher who, among other things, has called
Sarah Palin a “tw-t” and a “c-nt.”
Mainstream media-types have no interest
in this double standard because they share it.
They’re duty-bound to ignore the palpable hypocrisy. To do otherwise would undermine the
absurd “GOP-has-declared-war-on-women”
narrative. (By ‘women,’ of course, they mean liberal women – outnumbered by Rush-supporting
conservative gals two-to-one).
Indeed, Rush Limbaugh has become the
left’s flashpoint in this twofold election year
ploy to both sour women against the GOP and
distract from Obama’s impending debt bomb,
skyrocketing gasoline prices and the threat of a
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Limbaugh and the, um, Lady
Continued from page 26
percent overnight after announcing it was
pulling its spots. This is what happens when a
company puts partisan politics over profit.
Limbaugh – rated number one in talk radio
– has tens-of-millions of loyal, activist listeners
who love to spend tons of cash on the products
Rush plugs. (Wonder how long before Carbonite CEO and MoveOn.org supporter David
Friend “steps down” to “spend more time with
his family”?)
Still, liberal attempts to sidetrack aside, the
cultural issues embedded within this Fluke flap
are worthy of discussion. Only a dying culture
lionizes a woman who publicly impugns – with
pride – her own honor and virtue. Yet, to the left,

she’s a hero.
It’s genuinely sad that, as a society, we are
no longer appalled that a young, single woman – though very nice, I’m sure – would go on
national television nonetheless, to proudly and
publicly boast that, to her, while sex is cheap and
casual, dealing with the potential consequences
is so expensive that those of us who disagree
must subsidize her bad behavior.
Can someone please explain to me how and
why a woman’s “right” to be promiscuous is my
financial responsibility? If you refuse to buy your
own “preventative medicine,” why not hit up the
fellas? Last I heard it takes two to do the fornication Fandango.
This is by design. Secular-“progressives” have
been working to deconstruct traditional sexual
morality for generations. The goal is to impose
– under penalty of law – their own moral relativ-

ist, sexual anarchist worldview. (Hence, the unconstitutional ObamaCare mandate requiring
that Christian groups cast aside millennia-old
church doctrine, and get with the postmodern
program.)
But, beyond this assault on religious freedom and the moral implications surrounding
the debate, Ms. Fluke has additionally set the
true women’s movement back decades. Her public groveling for free contraception and abortifacients reinforces the sexist stereotype that single
women can’t survive without welfare. Women’s
empowerment? More like patriarchal government dependency.
Still, like so much in its propagandist bag
of tricks, the left’s entire “denied access to contraception” premise is built upon a lie. Liberals
would have you believe that, for decades, women
seeking birth control – already cheap and often

free – have been systemically tackled in front
of Walgreens by a bevy of white, Republican
Catholic Priests.
Name one woman who has been “denied
access” to birth control – ever. Show me one Republican politico who wants to “ban contraception.”
There are none.
Birth control at Walgreens? A few dollars.
Taking personal responsibility for your own lifestyle choices and consequences? Priceless.
That’s all Rush was saying.
Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) is an attorney concentrating in constitutional law. He serves
as Vice President of Liberty Counsel Action (LCA
on Facebook) . (Title and affiliation provided for
identification purposes only.)

ED KOCH COMMENTARY

In Defense of Police Commissioner Ray Kelly and The NYPD
By EDWARD I. KOCH

According to an Associated Press
story in the February 24th Daily
News, “Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly dispatched his
detectives to surveil every Muslim-owned business and community center in Newark in the
clearest sign yet that the NYPD’s fight against terrorism has gone terribly awry.”This announcement
has set off a debate on police tactics and surveillance
of the Muslim community by U.S. law enforcement agencies.
I have full confidence in Police Commissioner
Kelly and believe that whatever police surveillance
he directs is done in accordance with the laws that
govern what police can do to protect the people of
New York City from terrorist attacks. Commissioner Kelly’s efforts have kept New York City and
its residents safe for the 10 years that have passed
since 9/11. Instead of saying “the NYPD’s fight
against terrorism has gone terribly awry,” I would
say the efforts and tactics of the NYPD have been
hugely successful and the NYPD, Commissioner
Kelly and Mayor Michael Bloomberg should be
congratulated and supported.
The tactics used by the NYPD must conform
to the guidelines first laid out in a federal case that
are now referred to as the Handschu agreement.
Wikipedia describes the Handschu agreement
as follows: “According to the terms of the agreement, purely political activity can only be investigated by the Public Security Section (PSS) of
the NYPD’s Intelligence Division, and then only
when the Section suspects criminal activity. When
the PSS does suspect criminal activity on the part
of political groups, it must obtain a warrant from
the three-person Handschu Authority, a commission made up of two deputy commissioners and
a mayor-appointed civilian. The agreement also
prohibits indiscriminate police videorecording and
photographing of public gatherings when there is
no indication that unlawful activity is occurring.
The department is also prohibited from sharing

information pertaining to political activity with
other law enforcement agencies unless those agencies agree to abide by the terms of the Handschu
agreement. The court order mandates the compiling of annual, publicly-available reports listing the
surveillance requests made by the NYPD and the
number of such requests granted.”
On some occasions, a police officer or program
may go too far in carrying out surveillance, in which
case, the recourse is to apply to a federal court for
relief. As far as I know, those who have criticized
the Police Commissioner – unfairly in my opinion
– have not availed themselves of that right and opportunity.
Those seeking to reduce America’s concern
about Islamic terrorism had to be elated by an article in The New York Times on February 8 by Scott
Shane. It reported, “A feared wave of homegrown
terrorism by radicalized Muslim Americans has
not materialized, with plots and arrests dropping
sharply over the two years since an unusual peak in
2009, according to a new study by a North Carolina research group.” The Times article continued,
“Charles Kurzman, the author of the report for
the Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland
Security, called terrorism by Muslim Americans ‘a
minuscule threat to public safety.’ Of about 14,000
murders in the United States last year, not a single
one resulted from Islamic extremism, said Mr.
Kurzman, a professor of sociology at the University
of North Carolina.”
I obtained a copy of Professor Kurzman’s report. Its thrust is that Muslim-American involvement in terrorist-related activity is far less than was
expected by U.S. government officials. Kurzman
reports that since 9/11, “The number of MuslimAmericans indicted for support for terrorism is
more than double the number indicted for violent
plots – perhaps not surprising, since it would appear to be far less of a commitment to engage in
financing than to engage in violence. Nevertheless,
this finding underscores the relatively low level of
radicalization among Muslim-Americans.”
With respect to the actual number of Muslim-

Americans involved in terrorism, Kurzman states,
“In cases where the connection to terrorism is
publicly known, 151 individuals were prosecuted
for financing terrorist plots or organizations; 12 individuals were accused of making false statements
during terrorism investigations; and 43 individuals
had other connections with terrorism, such as producing a video for a foreign terrorist organization,
sending cassette tapes or raincoats to members of a
terrorist organization, or personal associations with
members of terrorist organizations.”
Kurzman states, “However, the number of
Muslim-Americans who have responded to these
calls continues to be tiny, when compared with the
population of more than 2 million Muslims in the
United States and when compared with the total
level of violence in the United States, which was on
track to register 14,000 murders in 2011.”
Equating terrorism with criminality is ridiculous. They have no relationship to one another.
Criminality is generally for the purpose of enrichment of oneself by breaking the law. Modern day
terrorism is seeking to achieve political or military
goals by the use of indiscriminate terror directed
primarily at innocent civilians. Further, terrorists seek to demoralize their victims and enhance
their perceived power by the destruction of iconic
projects, buildings such as the World Trade Center
towers, subway systems in large cities such as London and Madrid, and world famous bridges such
as the Brooklyn Bridge (not attacked, but surveyed
for attack). The New York Times of April 26, 2011
reported,“Al Qaeda has long had a fascination with
suspension bridges, especially the Brooklyn Bridge.
New documents reveal that before Sept. 11, 2001,
methods for bringing down bridges were being
taught at a terrorist training camp in Afghanistan.
After 9/11, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the admitted mastermind of the attacks, got even more
specific, telling an operative, Iyman Faris, to ‘destroy
the Brooklyn Bridge by cutting the suspension
cables,’ according to a 2006 assessment of Mr. Mohammed that is among the hundreds of classified
Guantánamo files made available recently to The

New York Times. The Brooklyn Bridge plot was
revealed in 2003 with the arrest of Mr. Faris, a naturalized American citizen from Kashmir.”
So to refer to 14,000 murders in 2011 committed by criminals compared with a far lesser
number killed by terrorists in any year since 9/11
is ridiculous.
In addition, no matter how good our intelligence services are, and they uncovered and convicted since 9/11 about 200 Muslim-Americans, in
all probability the number of undetected plots and
conspirators are surely several times the number
detected. Surely by aggressively, but within the law,
monitoring the activities of suspected places and
groups, in which terrorism may be discussed, we
will prevent more attacks against us.
According to The New York Times, New York
City has been the target of 14 terrorist plots since
9/11. The Times reported on February 28th, “Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly defended
the New York Police Department’s counterterrorism program on Monday, saying ‘people have
short memories as to what happened here in 2001.’
Mr. Kelly’s remarks, made during an appearance
on WOR-710AM, were in response to growing
criticism of the department’s surveillance methods,
including monitoring of Muslim communities in
New York City and beyond, and its reliance on
stop-and-frisk interactions as a crime-fighting tool.
He defended the surveillance conducted by the Police Department, saying, ‘It would be folly for us to
focus only on the five boroughs of New York City,
and we have to use all of our resources to protect
everyone.’”
The Times article continued, “Speaking on
WOR, during a segment hosted by Representative
Peter T.King,Republican of Long Island,Mr.Kelly
continued his defiant tone, saying that regardless of
criticism, the Police Department was going to do
‘what we believe has to be done to protect our city.’
He criticized the news media as being shortsighted,
saying that ‘they forget’ that New York City has
been the target of numerous terrorist plots — Mr.
Kelly put the number at 14 — since the Sept. 11,
2001, attack.”I say three cheers for the Police Commissioner.
Continued on page 28
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In Defense of Police Commissioner Ray Kelly and The NYPD
Continued from page 27
Commissioner Kelly went on, “What we’re
trying to do is save lives, and the tactics and strategies that we’ve used on the streets of this city have
indeed saved lives.”
The New York Post, Daily News, Senator
Chuck Schumer, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and
City Council Speaker Christine Quinn have congratulated Police Commissioner Ray Kelly for the
superb job he has done, with the police officers of
the NYPD, in protecting New York City. I want
to add my voice in congratulating them and believe
most of the residents of New York City do too.
Apparently The New York Times in an editorial dated yesterday, March 4, in effect takes the
position that it is unacceptable for the NYPD to
gather intelligence in the Muslim community here
in New York City, other states and elsewhere in the
world unless it is investigating a specific crime. The
Times apparently doesn’t understand that there is
a war going on, one declared by Islamic terrorists
against the U.S., including U.S. civilians, as demonstrated, among other things, by the bombing of the
World Trade Center in 1993 and the destruction
of both towers on 9/11/2001. By condemning the
NYPD for securing intelligence pursuant to the
federal court-administered Handschu Agreement,
the Times takes a position that endangers the lives
of the eight million residents of New York City
where Islamic terrorists have already succeeded in
destroying two iconic buildings and ending thou-

sands of lives.
There are Islamist terrorists walking amongst
us here in the cities of the U.S. The NYPD is doing its level best to find and arrest them before they
do us great harm.The NYPD should use all lawful
measures available to it for that purpose.
The Times’ editorial will be used by Islamic
terrorists and their supporters to weaken our resolve and defenses to terrorism. The Times should
reconsider its position.
If the NYPD’s critics believe the unlawful
surveillance charges are well founded, they should
seek redress in a federal court and allow the court to
decide whether the law enforcement agencies have
violated the Handschu agreement. Making unsupported claims does nothing more than enrage the
members of the Muslim-American community
who are told they are being illegally surveilled or
entrapped by U.S. law enforcement agencies, when
that is not true.
In the summer of 2011, the New York University Law Center for Human Rights and Global
Justice issued a report dated May 11, 2011 entitled
“Targeted and Entrapped: Manufacturing the
Homegrown Threat to the United States,” alleging that Muslims in the U.S. have been targeted
by law enforcement unfairly. I asked Congressman
Peter King, chairman of the House Committee on
Homeland Security to comment on the report.
Congressman King sent a letter dated August
29, 2011 to Dean Richard Revesz of NYU Law

School stating “The 81-page report charges that
‘the United States government has been targeting
Muslims’ by sending ‘paid informants into Muslim
communities without any basis for suspicion of
current or eventual criminal activity.’The purported
‘abusive use of informants’ has allegedly ‘been instrumental to perpetuating the government’s claim
that the United States faces a ‘homegrown threat’
of terrorism.’The report concludes that our government fails to guarantee, without discrimination, the
right to a fair trial and the freedoms of religion, expression and opinion. In the context of our ongoing
War on Terror, and the upcoming tenth anniversary of the deadly attacks upon Lower Manhattan,
these words can fairly be described as incendiary.”
After discussing the three cases cited in the
report as examples of entrapment, Congressman
King went on to state,“The report argues that each
of these three men, as leading representatives of a
class the Center identifies as consisting of over 200
(unidentified) Muslim men accused of terrorism,
were entrapped by the government. Yet as the report sheepishly admits in a footnote,‘since September 11, 2001, in six trials, ten defendants ‘charged
with terrorism-related crimes have formally argued
the entrapment defense,’ but none have prevailed.’
Legal scholars are entitled to disagree with the
results of any jury verdict or judicial decision. Yet
the fact that not a single juror or judge has found
entrapment in these cases, in a decade’s worth of
litigation by able defense and petitioners’ counsel,
speaks to the weakness of this argument.The Center might,upon reflection,give greater weight to the

results of our legal system.Targeted and Entrapped
was published under the imprimatur of NYU Law
School. Especially during wartime, attorneys and
academics have responsibilities as both citizens and
scholars. Asserting that our law enforcement agents
target, entrap and imprison fellow Americans on
the basis of religious discrimination, in violation
of these officers’ oaths to the Constitution, is as
gravely serious a charge as can be imagined. My
ancestors experienced bias in Ireland on the basis
of our Catholic faith, and Mayor Koch’s fellow
Jews suffered persecution and, ultimately, genocide
in Europe because of theirs. As such, we would
be among the first to investigate and criticize any
religiously-motivated abuse of government power
in this country. While no one should ever shrink
from honest patriotic dissent, neither should anyone make inflammatory charges of misconduct
against the government, on the basis of what can
generously be described, in the case of Targeted and
Entrapped, as unfamiliarity with basic facts.”
We are very lucky to have Ray Kelly, a standup guy and great police commissioner in charge of
the NYPD.The City of New York is the prime target of the Islamic Jihadists and we are fortunate not
to have suffered a successful terrorist attack since
the catastrophe of 9/11 which was perpetrated by
19 Islamist terrorists. That safety record following
9/11 didn’t happen on its own.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a
member of member of Congress from New York State
from 1969 through 1977, and New York City as its
105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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The Need for Black Leadership in Westchester
By DAMON K. JONES
What does Black Leadership
truly mean in Westchester?
To some readers this question might be insulting and
to others delighted that this
question is finally asked. Nevertheless, since last month
was Black History Month,
the discussion needs to be put on the table. My
criticisms are not based on envy or jealously; but
rather on reasonable and just considerations,
based on a record of performances - formal and/
or informal. Since black communities in Westchester and across the nation are facing higher
unemployment, incarceration, crime, and disintegrating family and community structure, and
as a young, Professional Black man, I must ask,
where is the real collective economic and cultural
“agenda” to address these issues that are prevalent
in the Black community in Westchester?
Is there any justification for some members
of the Black Community, mostly young people,
to disconnect themselves from the idea of any
existence of effective Black Leadership today?
President Theodore Roosevelt on October 31,
1936, at Madison Square Garden said, “Government as an Organized economy is as dangerous
as government as an organized mob”. Our young
people see our leaders no differently than the

gangs that our leaders claim to despise or use as
an excuse for their ineffectiveness to communicate with today’s Black youth. So the Bloods and
Cripps are just little gangs imitating their bigger
counterparts; the churches, the democrats, the
republicans and other so called leadership that
only show up in the “Hood” for parades and elections.
In black communities in Westchester and
across the nation, pressing issues include pervasive violence: gangs and Black-on-Black violence, failing schools, racial profiling and police
brutality. A plethora of other problems, including
unemployment, health care, domestic violence,
child maltreatment and homelessness generate
similar indifference toward Black Leadership
as well. Many people say we have come a long
way from the civil rights movement in the 60’s,
others might say that we have a black President
now, unfortunately, one man cannot and will not
rise above the condition of his people. No different than the military theory that the platoon
does not move faster than the slowest man. We
can have all the doctors, lawyers and CEO’s we
want, but as long as Black CEO’s comprise of
1 percent of leaders of the largest companies
in the US, Blacks represent 16.7 percent of the
unemployed and 43.6 percent of “households of
color” nationwide are “liquid asset poor,” meaning they lack enough money saved to cover basic

expenses in case of a job loss or emergency. We
have literally gone nowhere since the great Civil
Rights era.
Are young black men being made ready for
the increasingly brutal, knowledge-based job
market in the U.S.? The answer is a resounding
“NO,” according to a report, Yes We Can: The
Schott 50 State Report on Public Education
and Black Males 2010. Calling it a “national
crisis”, the report found that only 47 percent
of black males graduated from high school
in the 2007-2008 school years. On a national
level, Black youth age 10 to 17 constitute 15%
of their age group in the U.S. population; they
account for 26% of juvenile arrests and 46% of
juveniles in corrections institutions. Where is the
real discussion among Black leaders that in 2012
there are more African American men in prison or
jail, on probation or parole, than were enslaved in
1850, before the Civil War. Where is the real outcry from Black Leaders on this true “crisis” in
the black community? Where is a solid agenda
from our black clergy that reaches outside the
walls of the church? When I attend church, it
is filled with mothers and daughters, but when
I go to work at the county jail it is filled with
sons, fathers and husbands. Black families have
the largest proportion of female headed households than any other subgroup. More than 44%
of black families are female headed and are

raising a household at or below poverty level. I
am absolutely sure the message of morality is
delivered to every man, woman and child over
and over again by parents and church pastors.
Still, when you look at the state of neighbourhoods in many black communities you see the
same; the churches are building but the schools
are failing, the churches are building but there is
unemployment and crime is high, the churches
are building but the parks where the kids play
and elderly walk are decimated. The churches
are building and the Black family structure is decaying. It makes you wonder just how deep the
preaching of morality is sinking into the minds
of the people when so many issues are prevalent
in the Black community outside the walls of the
church.
To truly address these issues it takes real
leadership! Now, will the real Black community
leaders please stand up! It will take a collective
effort of many to transform the Black communities to a sacred, safe and economically sound
place to live. It won’t take place from behind a
desk or a pulpit. It requires boots on the ground,
something I’m sure you know, but have not been
compelled to do. No longer can the responsible
be irresponsible, especially towards our children
in the Black community of Westchester.
I say this out of love for pastors, preachers,
community organizers and elected officials. I
respect and applaud all Black Leaders for their
accomplishments in the past. Like many of my
peers I see the same prevalent issues here in the
Continued on page 29
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The Need for Black Leadership in Westchester
Continued from page 28
present. It must be a resurrection of committed leadership focused on critical community

needs and a revolutionary paradigm shift that
is imperative for change. Such a shift will most
definitely help us in analyzing our communities,

The Middle East’s Real Apartheid
By EFRAIM KARSH
First published in The Jerusalem Post March 5, 2012

In light of Israel Apartheid
Week, which hit cities and
campuses throughout the
world recently, supporters of
the Jewish state find it difficult to agree on the best
response to this hate fest. Some suggest emphasizing Israel’s peacemaking efforts, others propose
rebranding the country by highlighting its numerous achievements and success stories. Still others
advocate reminding the world of “what Zionism
is – a movement of Jewish national liberation –
and what it isn’t – racist.”Each of these approaches
has its merits yet none will do the trick.
Peace seeking and/or prosperity are no proof
of domestic benevolence and equality. The most
brutal regimes have peacefully coexisted with their
neighbors while repressing their own populations;
the most prosperous societies have discriminated
against vulnerable minorities. South Africa was
hardly impoverished and technologically backward; the United States, probably the most successful and affluent nation in recent times was
largely segregated not that long ago.
Nor for that matter is the apartheid libel
driven by forgetfulness of Zionism’s true nature. It
is driven by rejection of Israel’s very existence. No
sooner had the dust settled on the Nazi extermination camps than the Arabs and their western
champions equated the Jewish victims with their
tormentors.
“To the Arabs, indeed Zionism seems as
hideous as anything the Nazis conceived in the
way of racial expansion at the expense of others,”
read a 1945 pamphlet by the Arab League, the
representative body of all Arab states. A pamphlet
published by the PLO shortly after its creation in
1964 stated: “The Zionist concept of the ‘final solution’ to the ‘Arab problem’ in Palestine, and the
Nazi concept of the ‘final solution’ to the ‘Jewish
problem’ in Germany, consisted essentially of the
same basic ingredient: the elimination of the un-

wanted human element in question.”
Indeed, it was the Palestinian terror organization that invented the apartheid canard in the
mid-1960s, years before Israel’s occupation of the
West Bank and Gaza.
This charge, of course, is not only completely
false but the inverse of the truth. If apartheid is
indeed a crime against humanity, Israel actually is
the only apartheid-free state in the Middle East –
a state whose Arab population enjoys full equality
before the law and more prerogatives than most
ethnic minorities in the free world, from the designation of Arabic as an official language to the
recognition of non-Jewish religious holidays as
legal days of rest.
By contrast, apartheid has been an integral
part of the Middle East for over a millennium,
and its Arab and Muslim nations continue to legally, politically and socially enforce this discriminatory practice against their hapless minorities.
Why then should an innocent party be under constant pressure to “come clean” while the
real culprits are not only left unscathed but also
given a worldwide platform to blame others for
their own crimes? Rather than engage in incessant apologetics and protestations of innocence,
something Jews have been doing for far too
long, Israel should adopt a proactive strategy, call
a spade a spade and target the real perpetrators
of Middle East apartheid: the region’s Arab and
Muslim nations.
Arab/Muslim apartheid comes in many
forms, and some victims have been subjected to
more than one.
• Religious intolerance: Muslims historically
viewed themselves as distinct from, and superior
to, all others living under Muslim rule, known as
“dhimmis.” They have been loath to give up this
privileged status in modern times. Christians, Jews
and Baha’is remain second-class citizens throughout the Arab/Muslim world, and even non-ruling
Muslim factions have been oppressed by their
dominant co-religionists (e.g. Shi’ites in Saudi
Arabia, Sunnis in Syria).
• Ethnic inequality: This historic legacy of in-

Governor Wants to Deregulate Himself
By FAREED E. MICHELEN
A basic principle of free market capitalism is
binding contracts. No business ever ventures into
a deal with another business without a contract.
The Triborough Amendment is an addition to
the contract between the government and its employees. It simply states that until a new contract is
reached, the old one stays in place.The Taylor Law
is basically a contract with public employees saying there will be a special court to judge disagreements and as a result, workers will never be able

to withhold labor, and will work without striking.
These are the basic contract rules. It’s like the
rule that prohibits athletes from holding-out for
a new contract. Except in this case workers can’t
be free-agents, instead they have their old contract
until a new one is negotiated. Unfortunately the
Governor wants to change the rules of business
once again. The same way Wall Street has run
wild unregulated, with the removal of the Triborough Amendment, government would be as wild
as Wall Street.
Continued on page 30

friends, foes and leadership. A failure to do so
will continue to result in anger, frustration, ineffectiveness, mistrust and prolonged defeat. Will
Black Leaders assume their responsibility- or
will Black communities and constituents require

them to do so? Time will only tell.

tolerance extends well beyond the religious sphere.
As longtime imperial masters, Arabs, Turks and
Iranians continue to treat long-converted populations, notably Kurds and Berbers, that retained
their language, culture and social customs, as inferior.
• Racism: The Middle East has become the
foremost purveyor of anti-Semitic incitement in
the world with the medieval blood libel widely
circulated alongside a string of modern canards
(notably The Protocols of the Elders of Zion)
depicting Jews as the source of all evil. Likewise,
Africans of sub-Saharan descent are held in deep
contempt, a vestige of the region’s historic role as
epicenter of the international slave trade.
•
Gender discrimination: Legal and
social discrimination against women is pervasive
throughout the Arab-Islamic world, accounting for rampant violence (for example domestic
violence or spousal rape are not criminalized)
and scores of executions every year, both legal and
extra-judicial (i.e. honor killings). Discrimination
against homosexuals is even worse.
•
Denial of citizenship: The withholding of citizenship and attendant rights from a
large segment of the native-born population is
common. Palestinian communities in the Arab
states offer the starkest example of this discrimination (in Lebanon, for example, they cannot own
property, be employed in many professions, move
freely, etc.). The Beduin (stateless peoples) in the
Gulf states, and hundreds of thousands of Kurds
in Syria have been subjected to similar discrimination.
• Labor inequality: Mistreatment of foreign
workers (especially household servants), ranging
from sexual abuse to virtual imprisonment and
outright murder, is widely tolerated throughout
the Middle East, especially in oil-exporting countries that host large expatriate labor forces.
• Slavery: The Arabic-speaking countries remain the world’s foremost refuge of slavery, from

child and sex trafficking in Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf states to actual chattel slavery in Sudan and
Mauritania. Indeed, Islamists throughout the
Middle East have had no qualms advocating the
legalization of slavery.
•
Political Oppression: Many Middle
Eastern regimes are little more than elaborate repressive systems aimed at perpetuating apartheidstyle domination by a small minority: Alawites in
Syria; Tikritis in Saddam’s Iraq; the Saudi royal
family; the Hashemite dynasty in Jordan.
Possibly the world’s most arresting anachronism, these endemic abuses have until now
escaped scrutiny and condemnation. Western
governments have been loath to antagonize their
local authoritarian allies, while the educated classes have absolved Middle Easterners of responsibility for their actions in the patronizing tradition
of the “white man’s burden,” dismissing regional
players as half-witted creatures, too dim to be accountable for their own fate.
It is time to denounce these discriminatory practices and force Arab/Muslim regimes to
abide by universally accepted principles of decency
and accountability. This will not only expose the
hollowness of the Israel delegitimization campaign but will also help promote regional peace
and stability.
History has shown that gross and systemic
discrimination is a threat not just to the oppressed
minorities, but also to the political health of the
societies that oppress them. Only when Arab and
Muslim societies treat the “other” as equal will the
Middle East, and the rest of the Islamic world, be
able to transcend its malaise and look forward to a
real political and social spring.

Damon K. Jones is executive director of Westchester Blacks in Law Enforcement.

The writer is research professor of Middle East and
Mediterranean Studies at King’s College London, director of the Middle East Forum (Philadelphia) and
author, most recently, of Palestine Betrayed,

Page 30

THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN

THURSDAY MARCH 15, 2012

Governor Wants to Deregulate Himself

The WesTchesTer Guardian

Continued from page 29
What we need now are rules that everyone
will follow. For too long we the people have had
to pay a greater share for the foolish actions of unregulated business. The last thing we need now is
to let government behave as badly as businesses.
ThursdaY,
FeBruarY
23,being
2012raised, and serDebt is mounting,
taxes are
vices are being cut. Negotiating in good faith is a

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft.
Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED

A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Director of Development- FT-must have a background in development or experience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experience working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203)
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

basic principle, and the Triborough Amendment
enforces it. Let’s play by the rules before we start
removing them.

Fareed E. Michelen is the Community Outreach Specialist of the NYS AFL-CIO, based in Albany, NY.
This Op-Ed is an expression of the tenets expressed
by the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, and the
Labor Council of Latin American Advancement.

LLEGAL
E G A LNOTICES
NOTICE

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),
A Child Under 21 Years of Age

Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by

NN-2695/96-10/12B
FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
Respondents.
X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH
PERIOD.
UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.
BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify
address(es)]:
Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701
Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701
An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer
assigned by the Court.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.
Dated: January 30, 2012

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
CLERK1 column
OF THE COURT
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Get ADS
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Office Space AvailablePrime Location, Yorktown
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Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Situation Wanted

914-562-0834

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq.
Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft.
914.632.1230
Store $1200.
Suitable for any
type
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Legal
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Legal Notices, Advertise Today

Situation Wanted: Lic. LPN will care for
sick or elderly in your home day or nite.
Exper Excell.Ref.
845.440.7454 or 845.417.5687.

WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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THE FARM FOODIE, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 11/28/2011. Office
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process C/O
Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025
Westchester Ave. Ste. 305 White
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.
1250 PELHAM PARKWAY SOUTH,
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 1/23/2012. Office
in Westchester Co. SSNY design.
Agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of The LLC 20 Black Hawk
Rd. Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

SIGNATURE PUBLIC RELATIONS,
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 10/27/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY
design. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process C/O
Randal B. Hayes 101 Ellwood
Ave. 1E Mt. Vernon, NY 10552.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
GEORGIO FAMILY III LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 12/5/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process C/O Patricia G. Micek,
Esq. 2180 Boston Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.

GEORGIO FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP II Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/6/2011.
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY
design. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of C/O Patricia G.
Micek Esq. 2180 Boston Post Rd.
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose:
Any lawful activity

B8 ENTERPRISE LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 12/7/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process Justin Jaikaran 9
Holly St. Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BIG JAY’S DISTRIBUTORS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 10/25/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
C/O John P. Recchia 201 Tarrytown
Rd. White Plains, NY 10607. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

RUN DOG RUN LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 12/2/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of Alexandra Ginnel 211 Green
Ln. Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: Any lawful activity
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NEWBOLD HOLDINGS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 1/19/2012. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 305 North Ave. New
Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.
NEWBOLD LOT LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 1/30/2012. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 305 North Ave. 1st Fl.
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BLUE TARGET LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 11/30/2011. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design.
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of C/O Julio Alberto
Garcia 119 E. Hartsdale Ave. Apt.
4C Hartsdale, NY 10530. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.
CHANCC LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
5/26/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
The LLC 698 Saw Mill River RD
Ardsley, NY 10502. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.

NUDGE CAPITAL LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/3/2012. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of C/O Patricia G Micek Esq 2180
Boston Post Rd. Larchmont, NY
10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
HAMMER TIME HANDYMAN,
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 12/2/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY
design. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of The LLC 45 Virginia Lane Thornwood, NY 10594.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
Notice of Formation MommyN-Me of Shrub Oak LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with SSNY 2/21/2012.
Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC
whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, P.O. Box 305, Lincolndale, NY 10540. Purpose: all lawful activities.
EQUIDYNE HOLDINGS LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 6/29/11. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of Leslie Hughes 2005 Palmer
Ave. #134 Larchmont, NY 10538.
Purpose: Any lawful activity

MERCER 111, LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
10/25/07. Office in Westchester
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC
upon whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
The LLC 199 Lafayette St. New
York, NY 10012. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 4 LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 1 LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 5 LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 2 LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
C.M.J. REALTY NO. 3 LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
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Tropical cruises with
homeport convenience
Welcome to a world where innovation rules. Make each day as exciting as you choose. Work wellness into your
vacation – whether that means keeping fit or totally relaxing, you can set your own pace. And with great food, perfect
preparation, and chef's certified by the American Culinary Federation, what more can you ask for?

Western Caribbean

7 nights, Jul 8 - 15, 2012
Freedom Of The Seas® | Offer #1207133

Q - Interior
Stateroom
$

I - Oceanview
Stateroom
$

per person*

per person*

999

1,399

E2 - Balcony
Stateroom
$

1,499
per person*

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603
pisabrothers.com

Eastern Caribbean

7 nights, Sep 2 - 9, 2012
Allure Of The Seas® | Offer #1207234

Q - Interior
Stateroom
$

869

per person*

I - Oceanview
Stateroom
$

1,009
per person*

Bermuda

7 nights, Oct 14 - 21, 2012
Explorer Of The Seas® | Offer #1207335

E2 - Balcony
Stateroom
$

PR - Promenade
Stateroom
$

I - Oceanview
Stateroom
$

E2 - Balcony
Stateroom
$

per person*

per person*

per person*

per person*

1,249

579

649

799

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

*Prices are per person, based on double occupancy, for cruise only on select sailings and stateroom categories. Government taxes and fees are additional. For new reservations only. Subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply. May not be combinable with any other promotion and may
be withdrawn at any time. Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price of West Texas Intermediate fuel exceeds $65.00 per barrel. The fuel supplement for 1st and 2nd guests would be no more than $10 per guest per day, to a maximum
of $140 per cruise; and for additional guests would be no more than $5 per person per day, to a maximum of $70 per cruise. All itineraries and prices are subject to change without notice. Ships' Registry: Bahamas. Pisa Brothers strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve
the right to correct errors and omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers.

WWW.WESTCHESTERGUARDIAN.COM

