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The Looming Energy Crisis:

Some Truths About Oil and Gas
By Robert Scott

In an era popularly called
the Information Age, misinformation promising sudden energy independence continues to
emanate from so-called “experts” who should
know better. A case in point is Joe Nocera,
longtime columnist for The New York Times. In
a recent Op Ed article, he made two erroneous
statements in support of environmentally risky
fracking techniques for extracting natural gas
from shale formations.
Mr. Nocera’s first gross untruth: “Natural gas
will diminish the strategic importance of the Middle
East.” His second whopper: “Substituting natural
gas for imported oil would help wean the country
from its dependence on OPEC (Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries).”

The Middle East Myth
Is oil from the Middle East as crucial as Mr.
Nocera claims?
The U.S. imports an average of 10 million
barrels of crude oil a day. Surprisingly, the
top sources of our imported oil are not in the
Middle East, but are Canada and Mexico, which
together supply 37% of our imported oil.
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Kuwait are the three
Middle Eastern nations that export oil to the
U.S. They actually account for only 19% of all
U.S. imported oil! So much for Mr. Nocera’s
“strategically important Middle East” and its oil.
Supplanting Middle Eastern sources by
switching from oil to locally produced natural
gas will not enable us to reach the goal of energy

independence. No matter how abundant
gas from domestic shale formations may
turn out to be, it cannot be directly substituted for gasoline or diesel motor fuel
without extensive structural modifications to our vehicle fleet, and creation of a
nationwide refueling network.

The OPEC Stranglehold
Next, let’s examine Mr. Nocera’s
unfounded suggestion that switching
to an alternate fuel like natural gas
would help us to say goodbye to
OPEC, a 12-nation organization that
sets production quotas and thus exercises indirect control over oil pricing.
Eliminating imports from OPEC
sources would shut off oil from the three
Middle Eastern countries enumerated
above and from other OPEC heavy
hitters like Nigeria and Venezuela plus
its smaller fry like Algeria, Angola and
Ecuador.
A boycott of OPEC would effectively
cut U.S. oil imports in half--a huge gap
that natural gas, offshore oil or more efficient automobiles could never hope to
close. Moreover, resource-hungry China
and India would be only too happy to buy
the suddenly available stocks of OPEC
oil to fuel the growing numbers of vehicles on their roads.
Continued on page 3

RADIO

Narog and Aris On the Level
New Rochelle, NY -- Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will discuss the
latest events taking place in Yonkers and Westchester County alike On
the Level. The show is heard live from 10 - 11 a.m., on WVOX- 1460
AM on your radio dial and worldwide at www.WVOX.com.
Assemblyman Mike Spano is scheduled for June 7th; Stephen Cerrato on June 14th;
Ossining City Councilman Peter Tripodi IV on June 21st.
For those who live and breathe radio and politics, listen to Hezi Aris on Good Morning
Westchester with Bob Marrone when he and host Bob Marrone discuss all things Westchester
at 7: 37 a.m. Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to the co-hosts by directing
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com for possible use prior to any shows’ airing and even during
the course of an interview.
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More Erroneous Predictions
When it comes to information about
petroleum, government and industry
experts tend to (1) minimize the seriousness of disasters like the Exxon Valdez or
BP’s rogue well in the Gulf of Mexico,
and (2) maximize the potential of new
petroleum finds.
Clifford Krauss, a writer for The
New York Times, is another media expert
peddling misinformation. In an article
titled, “How Much Untapped Oil Is
there? Answers Vary,” he triumphantly
pointed out that the Atlantic Ocean off
the U.S. East Coast contains 3.8 billion
barrels of oil.
What Mr. Krauss neglected to tell
readers is that we import an average of
3.65 billion barrels of oil a year. Untapped
Atlantic Coast offshore oil would only be
enough to displace imported oil for little
more than a year.

Just How Much Oil Is Left?
E.L. Drake, a former railroad
conductor who liked to be addressed
as “Colonel,” drilled the first oil well in
Pennsylvania in 1859. Drake’s contribution to the industry was simple but
essential. He added steel casing to keep
the walls of his well from collapsing.
The total amount of oil then
beneath the surface of the planet was
later estimated to have been about two
trillion barrels. Since then, about one
trillion barrels of oil has been extracted
and consumed--one-half the amount
available--representing the most easily
produced and the highest quality oil.
In the unlikely event that the
remaining one trillion barrels of oil could
be extracted at current costs and current
rates of production, that oil would last only
37 years at current rates of consumption.
Although the number of potential
users of oil and gasoline worldwide is
growing exponentially, oil is becoming
increasingly harder to find, more expensive to produce and--in the extraction
process--more hazardous to the planet.
The disastrous tragedy played out a mile
below the surface of the Gulf of Mexico
last year underscores the hazards of
drilling at extreme depths in coastal zones.
Fifty percent of oil is today supplied
by only a few of the world’s existing oil
fields--a number that underscores the
importance of giant fields. For example,
six giant fields account for all of Saudi
Arabia’s production. Yet production in

some giant fields has already begun to
decline--further confirmation that the
world’s oil supply may be on an irreversible downward slide.
Production in oil fields typically
declines after about 50 years. Right now
the average age of the world’s 14 largest
oil fields is already past the half-century
mark. Oil from these giant sources still
costs surprisingly little to produce--about
$1.50 a barrel. Yet it takes voluminous
production of such low-priced oil to offset
upward price pressure from the newer,
more expensive sources like Alberta‘s tar
sands in Canada, where oil can cost as
much as $60 a barrel or more to produce.
The United States has a mere 3%
of the world’s oil reserves, yet consumes
25% of the world’s daily oil production.
We have now burned through 70% of our
own oil. So desperate are we for more oil,
we are drilling 40,000 new wells a year--a
pace that hasn’t been approached in more
than two decades. Nevertheless, domestic
production continues to decline. Instead
of listening to uneducated exhortations of
“Drill, Baby, Drill,” this country would be
wiser to husband what little oil we have
left for our manifestly dismal future.

A Grim Picture
Even if you are a skeptic about the
reality of diminishing supplies of oil,
another villain is waiting in the wings:
The planet’s expanding middle class,
which will continue to grow.
The world’s total population is
expected to reach seven billion early next
year and eight billion a dozen years later.
Its thriving middle class will increase
by almost two billion--600 million of
them in China alone. By 2025, the middle
class will comprise 52% of the planet’s
total population--up from 2010’s 30%.
China will have the world’s largest
middle class, made prosperous by
America’s craving for inexpensive imports
of dubious quality, manufactured by an
almost inexhaustible supply of cheap
labor. India’s burgeoning middle class will
have increased to ten times its present
size. None will want to continue riding
bicycles.
Today, the United States has 251
million vehicles--about 800 cars for every
1,000 persons. China, on the other hand,
has only four vehicles for every 1,000
persons. As the price of oil and gasoline
rises, demand will inevitably diminish in
the United States and Europe.
Continued on page 4
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Automobile use will increase in flourishing economies such as China’s, with its
annual GDP growth rate of nearly 10%.
This middle-class explosion will eventually put hundreds of millions of additional
motorists on Asian roads, all competing
with American drivers for gasoline and
other petroleum-based products.

The future of the world’s oil supply
as an energy source is far from bright.
Experts estimate that 80% of the world’s
existing refineries, pipelines, drilling rigs,
and storage tanks are deteriorating to a
point where replacement must soon begin.
The price tag for repairing or rebuilding
these facilities will be a cool $50 trillion.
That cost will inevitably have to be passed

on to the ultimate consumer.
And as the price of oil and gasoline
climb, the cost of energy from other
sources, such as coal, natural gas and
plant-based ethanol, will inevitably rise
right along with them. In the meantime,
we Americans blithely continue to live in
a fool’s paradise, burning oil and gasoline
as though supplies were inexhaustible.
When Robert Scott grew tired
of bucketing around Europe, Africa

and the Middle East as an exploration
geologist investigating oil prospects, he
settled down and turned to editing and
publishing. ”I had a part in discovering
oil in Libya,” he said,” but I found something else there closer to my heart—my
Massachusetts-born wife Edith, who was
working in the American Embassy in
Tripoli.”

the special events planned; information
sharing, leading to cooperative projects
is anticipated as a specific outcome of the
session. Guest keynote speaker is
Dr. Marsha Gordon, President
of The Business Council of
Westchester, who is experienced
in organizing business interests
throughout the county and the
Hudson Valley region.
Assemblyman Latimer indicated that “the Sound Shore
communities have a great potential for economic growth when they
can pool their talent and resources for

appropriate efforts. Our role is merely as
a conduit to bring people together for the
initial effort - I’m confident they’ll work
on their own initiative thereafter”.
Latimer also noted “there is always
more we can do to advance the economic
health of the businesses in our area”. He is
the sponsor of the bill to repeal the MTA
payroll tax, and sponsors two small business bills for crime prevention and energy
conservation, which have been supported
in the Assembly.
The event is open to the public.

BusinessSection

Latimer to Host local Business Summit
RYE, NY -- Representatives
from local businesses and community
Chambers of Commerce are invited
to a local business summit hosted by
New York State Assemblyman George
Latimer (D-Westchester, 91st A.D.)
scheduled for Wednesday, June 8, 2011,
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., at the Community
Room of the Rye Free Reading Room.
The Free Reading Room, Rye’s library, is
located on the Village Green next to Rye
City Hall, on the Boston Post Rd. at the

intersection of Purchase Street.
Invitations
have
been
extended to the Chambers
of Commerce for Rye; Port
Chester-Rye Brook-Rye Town;
Larchmont; Harrison; New
Rochelle and Mamaroneck.
Other adjacent Chamber leaders
and representatives are also
welcomed. The program will
involve each local chamber outlining the
programs and services they provide, and

Mission Statement

The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events and developments
that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in,
and/or employed in, Westchester County. The Guardian
will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable information without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the
pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM OF
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to
provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where,
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage
control’ often characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not necessarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant,
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must
stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

CommunitySection
EYEONTHEATRE—Cherishable Charmer
By JOHN SIMON
The one-word summary
of the intimate revue, The
Best Is Yet to Come: The Music
of Cy Coleman, is quite monolithically CHARMING. In
85, all-too-brief, uninterrupted minutes,
it spreads more joy than most lavishly
overstuffed and overbedizened Broadway
musicals. If the epithet “feelgood” has
acquired a forbidding aura, given the
number of charlatan therapists, it is herewith restored to its sanguine original
denotation.
Cy Coleman is one of the leastknown major songwriters in the history
of jazz, pop and show-tune, at all of
which he shone. From “least-known,” I
of course exclude critics, scholars and a

goodly number of well-informed fans.
Coleman has produced a plethora of hits
in all three of the above-mentioned fields,
and, just listing those of the third kind I
do have space for, note Seesaw, Little Me,
Sweet Charity, Wildcat, Barnum, The Will
Rogers Follies, The Life and, above all, City
of Angels, in urgent need of reviving.
Continued on page 5
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Cherishable Charmer
Continued from page 4
Well, no City of Angels yet, but here,
at its far from inconsiderable least, is an
anthology of Coleman songs: some wellknown, some little-known (from concert
performances mostly), and some unknown,
including those from N, the musical
Coleman was working on at his 1974,
still premature, death at age 75. Some of
these songs are great, immortal standards;
some very good indeed but not sufficiently
recognized; and some merely (merely?)
easily above average. The Best Is Yet to Come
offers a generous helping of all three kinds.
The show was devised and directed
by the acclaimed lyricist David Zippel,
one of Coleman’s frequent collaborators,
as were a number of such stellar lyricists as Alan & Marilyn Bergman, Betty
Comden & Adolph
Green,
Dorothy
Fields, Ira Gasman,
Carolyn Leigh and
Michael Stewart, all
accounted for here.
The direction aptly
moves the performers
around in arresting
solos, duets, and
delightfully staged
ensemble numbers.
There is an embryonic but pleasant
choreography
by
Lorin Latarro, who
smartly
distributes the cast up and
down Douglas W.
Schmidt’s
manylayered but unassuming set: besides clever
little platforms, a backdrop of a large, stylized piano keyboard and a big, equally
stylized, silver harp.
The eight-man band is superlative,
starting with the pianist, Billy Stritch,
the legendary accompanist of stars, here
the arranger and musical director, as well
as intermittent, lusty singer. The cast is
felicitously representative. Slim-bearded
David Burnham is a cocky, mischievous young man with a fine sense of jazz.
Perky Sally Mayes is the blonde bombshell in cozily chubby miniature. Howard
McGillin is the ideal elegant leading man,
his multiple achievements including the
longest incumbency as the Phantom of the
Opera. Lillias White is the paradigmatic
rotund black comedienne, a popular genre
at which she excels. Auburn-haired Rachel
York is today’s most striking dramatic and
musical-comedy heroine, deliciously fusing

talent with looks.
And then there are the clothes of
William Ivey Long, certainly the busiest
and probably the most deservedly celebrated costumer of our era. The attire here,
for both men and women, should leave
every mouth, regardless of gender, profusely
watering. Some snappy
orchestrations by Don
Sebesky, lend aural
snazziness.
If I don’t list individual song titles, it is
not only a matter of
space limits; it is also
that singling out a few
would do irreparable
injustice to the rest. So
add all this to a riveting
flow of words and
music that could set
the moribund singing
and the depressed
dancing, and all others
oblivious of whatever
possible worries. Then
what do you have? An
indelible, insuperable must. And, please,
someone: bring back City of Angels soon!
Photos by and courtesy of Carol Rosegg
John Simon has written for over 50 years
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader,
New Criterion, National Review,New York
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard,
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He
reviews books for the New York Times
Book Review and Washington Post. He has
written profiles for Vogue, Town and Country,
Departures and Connoisseur and produced
17 books of collected writings. Mr. Simon
holds a PhD from Harvard University in
Comparative Literature and has taught at
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and
Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimonUncensored.com website.
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The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 6 –Look In The Mirror
By ALLAN LUKS
The four retired
couples meet today in the
upstairs party room of a
Queens diner to review
the research they’ve
collected for their film. They carefully
remove the framed photos on the walls of
Mets baseball players,
who are running-throwing-catching,
and tape close-up, still shots of older men
and women, which were taken when interviewing people at senior centers.
It is 3 p.m., a Tuesday, and the eight
friends sit around a large table, and Kenny,
who had come up with the photo idea,
introduces another strategy to his friends,
who have never acted before, to help them
identify with their film’s eventual audience.
“Tonight, look in a mirror and keep
staring into your eyes, while you repeat to
yourself that you can control your future.
It takes time, days, but after awhile, you’ll
take on a special look that others will
recognize. You’ll walk around with it. It’s

a sense of control, and you’ll become more
“Kenny, do you have more lessons
on how to make a movie before I, as the
director, start talking?” asks Bob. “But you
know, I studied your face as you explained
this mirror exercise. And to me--and I
mean it--your face does look different.
Have you already been staring at your
future in the mirror?”
Kenny’s large face looks at his friends
and then his wife, Roz, and then back
to the group. “The truth is--I went to a
dermatologist for laser smoothing two
days ago. I want my character in the film to
look the youngest possible. And that’s how
the retired who buy and view our dating
advice film will want to feel. I didn’t do it to
be noticed more than anyone else, as Bob
probably thinks. I was going to tell all of
you in case anyone wants to consider the
procedure--”
“You mean, before the retired can look
in the mirror to feel in control of their future,
they should wipe away their blemishes

with laser treatments? First things first,
right?” Bob says, a smile continuing. “The
retired in their last laps have to make sure
their priorities are right--“
“It’s interesting to talk about the way
people see us,” interrupts Nancy, Steven’s
wife, who has taken on her husband’s social
worker’s need to avoid conflicts in the
group. “When I went to wash up before,
a woman who saw our group go upstairs
to this room, said she likes to see older
people celebrating together. I told her we
were friends working on a film project, not
celebrating. She was probably in her thirties. She said she’d never have guessed we
were doing a film.”
“We’re just past our mid-sixties,” replies
Bob. “Why couldn’t she have thought the
eight of us were coming together to work
on something important instead of only
meeting to eat? She doesn’t mean well for
retired people in my book.”
“We’ll change people like her, Bob,”
says Kenny. “If the film is a success getting

lonely people to connect, your direction,
all of our different efforts, will receive
recognition.”
“What if our film isn’t good?” Myron
asks suddenly. “The Retired Person’s
Dating Film fails to help the retirees who
buy the video find new relationships. This
comes out. Buyers complain, there are
news stories. Then if we continue doing
Kenny’s exercise, staring at ourselves in our
mirrors, our future won’t feel so controllable. I’m only saying.”
A pause in the diner’s windowless
party room-Bob smiles again. “I know there’s
already a movie company called Last
Chance Productions, so no one can place
that name on us. A bunch of kids in their
twenties call themselves that. Like Myron,
I’m only saying.”
Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social
works leader and advocate for volunteerism.
He is the former head of Big Brothers, Big
Sisters of New York and is currently a visiting
professor at Fordham University, where he
teaches several courses in nonprofit leadership. You can learn more about Allan Luks at
http://allanluks.com.

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch
Ed Koch Movie Review:
“Midnight in Paris” (+)

Woody Allen is back and provides his
millions of fans, of which I am one, with
a beautiful photo montage of Paris and an
endearing comedy that will content you
as you watch it unfold and follow you for
days as you look and think back, enjoying
its pleasures again. It is a comedy, fantasy,
romance and a surreal delight. It is all
things delighting the senses and allowing
us to meet cultural figures from the past
like Ernest Hemingway, Gertrude Stein,
Dali, Picasso, Degas, F. Scott Fitzgerald
and his wife, Zelda and many more.
How does this come about? The
movie, though fantasy, carries us back to
the roaring 1920s when all of these people
lived and frequented the bistros of Paris
and, if they were rich, Maxims.
Gil (Owen Wilson) and his fiancé Inez

(Rachel McAdams) are in
Paris on a pre-wedding
vacation
accompanied
by Inez’ rich father, John
(Kurt Fuller) and mother
(Mimi Kennedy). Gil, a
Hollywood scriptwriter
who is also writing his
own novel, seems less
pretentious than we would
expect a Hollywood character to be and wants to
explore Paris, especially
at night. Inez will have
none of it and Gil does
his exploring alone.
Alone, that is until at
midnight while sitting on
some steps, an antique car (antique for
us), rolls up and the passengers offer him
a ride and now he’s off to the 20s with the
first of his new friends being F. Scott and

Zelda Fitzgerald, played
by Tom Hiddleston and
Alison Pill. After that,
it’s one famous character
after another, with Kathy
Bates playing Gertrude
Stein, Adrien Brody
playing Salvador Dali
and Marcial Di Fonzo Bo
playing Picasso, and so
many more.
It is really fun and all
believable, in the same
way that the story of
Cinderella is believable
to children. In a way, Gil
is a male Cinderella, and
instead of stepping into
glass slippers, he steps into a gorgeous
motorcar.
Woody Allen is now 75 years old. In
a magical way, he is getting better in his

art, or we simply are suddenly realizing
how lucky we are to have him and his
oeuvre. This film makes up for the many
stinkers I have seen over the last several
months (not Allen’s). When I sat down
in a full house, a young man in the next
seat, sitting with his girlfriend said to me
“Good evening, Mayor,” and at the end
of the film, said, “What did you think?”
My reply was, “It was wonderful.” His
comment, “It was surreal, and it is surreal
that you’re sitting here.” I replied, “Give
me your e-mail and I’ll put you on my
commentary and movie review list.” He
said, “I’d like that,” and gave me his card.
Regrettably, I lost it. It probably fell out of
my pocket. I’m really so sorry, and he, not
receiving the promised commentary, may
conclude that it wasn’t really me.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

Ed
Koch Movie Review:
“Bridesmaids” (+)

The Times review of Manohla Dargis is a
homerun for the film. The audience engaged
in laughs continually, some of belly-laugh
quality. The laughs often depend on shtick,
pratfalls and potty humor.
It may be sexist of me, but I found many
of the jokes too coarse. Yes, I would have and

have already accepted the
coarse bathroom humor from guys in frat
house movies, but having a woman defecate
in a sink was too much for me.
The star of the film is Kristen Wiig who
plays Annie, who hopes to be the maid of
honor at the wedding of her best friend, Lillian
(Maya Rudolph). Kristen Wiig is a superb
actor. Roger Ebert compares her with Lucille
Ball in her comedic ability. Definitely so, and
particularly with her ability to manipulate her

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
I know I had a great
time and I think all the
folks who played and
participated at the 3rd
annual Fox Lane Sports
Booster Club’s Golf Outing had a blast
as well. Lots of money was raised to help
improve the sports facilities and a big thank
you goes out to all the generous sponsors
and to all of the volunteers who worked so
hard on this community event.
Speaking of fun…the second Designer
Showcase of Westchester is currently
underway through June 12 in Bedford
Corners. More than twenty designers have
put together a decorating showcase at 205
West Patent Road. Admission is $30 with
all proceeds benefiting Cerebral Palsy of
Westchester, which provides educational
services. Vocational training, recreation and
rehabilitation to thousands of children and
adults.
This new place sounds like a winner…
Wipe Your Paws pet daycare has just
opened in Mount Kisco, they are located
at 255 N. Bedford Road, call 914-2427297 for more information…I have 2
cats, do you think I can sneak them in?
The Mount Kisco Child care Center
will honor its teachers at their 40th anniversary dinner, “Waves of Possibility” on June
9th; call 914-241-2135 for details.
For eleven years, the Community Center
of Northern Westchester has provided thousands of students with basic school supplies.
Once again, they are seeking donations for
new items for hundreds of students ages 3 to
18. This program eases the financial burden
faced by many families at the beginning of
the school year, as well as helps students get

off to a great start in school! Donations may
be brought to the Center at 84 Bedford
Road in Katonah from 10:00 AM to 3:30
PM Tuesdays through Fridays and from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM on Saturdays. If you
would like to volunteer to help sort and pack
school supplies, please contact the Center at
232-6572.
How about supporting local education
by “Dining Out for Education,” on June 2nd
check it out at www.peekskilleducationfoundation.org.
I really love to report stories like this,
Girl Scout Troop 1004 from Bedford Hills
donated $154 to the Bedford Hills Free
Library, great job girls!
Time to get back to nature…On
Saturday June 11th the Trailside Nature
Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation
will hold “Stream Study for Children, call
914-864-7322 for information.
The 49th annual White Plains Arts
Festival is happening June 4 and 5 at Tibbits
Park, sure sounds like a family event to me.
Let’s get cookin’ at the Shake it up
Café at the First Presbyterian Church of
Katonah. The cafe is for children from 3
years - 10 years and is open to the community so tell your friends! The cost is only
$40 per child for the week. To register for
SHAKE IT UP CAFÉ, call Cathy Weigle
at 914 669 4656.
Three cheers to the good folks in
Pleasantville, as they pulled together to
help purchase and then install a brand new
playset in Roselle Park.
Turning to the world of sports…
Want to learn how to throw a flag,
then sign up for the Westchester County
Football Officials Association and become a

face to display strong reactions.
There is a large cast of women, none
of whom I recognized. There is one love
relationship that is real. It is between a
cop, Officer Rhodes (Chris O’Dowd) and
Annie. What takes place between them
rings true.
There is lots of sex with lots of positioning,
but no nudity. All in all, while worth seeing,
some will find it, as I did, a little too raunchy.
The movie in its second week continues to
pack the theater.
You can watch Ed Koch’s movie reviews
at www.mayorkoch.com.

certified high school football referee, classes
start August 1, for more information call
888-2925757.
Football, food and fun, fun, fun…need
I say more, the Block and Tackle Youth
Football Camp is starting up at Somers
High School on June 28th for details call
914-248-8860.
If you have an event or story you would
like to see in this column, please email me at
marsar@optonline.net
It’s been a snowy winter and a rainy

spring, but I think we all finally saw this
sphere in the sky called the sun, hopefully
you were able to get outside and enjoy the
nice weather, more to come this summer…
have a great week.
Mark Jeffers successfully launched MAR$AR
Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008. He is
the local host and producer of the Jerry Lewis
MDA Telethon, and a columnist and member
of the National Sports Marketing Network,
and National Writers Group.

Memorial Day

SALE

HELD
OVER

Twin Size Headboard Starting at $49

Also Available in
Extra Long Sizes!

SOLID
PINE PLATFORM BED

In our classic unf. wood.
Also avail. in over
20 colors. Twin Size
#G180-P Reg $150
#G186F-P Full Size Reg $180 Sale $159
#G186Q-P Queen Size Reg $200 Only $159
#G189K-P King Size Reg $300 Only $199
ALL
MADE in AND
THESE
NEW COME
YORK WITH
BEDS
ARE
A

99

$

Also Available in
Extra Long Sizes!

SOLID
PINE CAPTAINS BED
with 3 Easy to Open Drawers

139

In our classic unf. wood.
Also avail. in over 20
colors.Twin Size
#7TCB-P Reg $220
#8FCB3-P Full Size with 3 Drawers
Reg $350 Sale $249
#8QCB3-P Queen Size with 3 Drawers
Reg $380 Only $269
#11KCB3-P King Size with 3 Drawers
Reg $400 Only $299

$

SOLID
PINE STORAGE BED
w/ 4 Easy to Open Drawers
on Tracks & 2 Doors In our

classic wood. Also avail. in over
20 colors. Twin
Size #24TSB-P
Reg $450
#25FSB-P Full Size w/ 4 Drawers on
Tracks & 2 Doors Reg $800 Sale $549
#26QSB-P Queen Size w/ 4 Drawers on
Tracks & 2 Doors Reg $800 Sale $549
#26KSB-P King Size w/ 4 Drawers on
Tracks & 2 Doors Reg $850 Sale $599

339

$

1-877-4-GOTHIC

WESTCHESTER
YONKERS 2361A Central Park Ave.
(914) 337-2685 CUSTOM DESIGN CENTER
YONKERS 2167 Central Park Ave. (nr. Toyota)
(914) 779-7422 CLEARANCE CENTER
ELMSFORD 15 E. Main St.
(914) 345-6161 CUSTOM DESIGN CENTER

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR
LOCATIONS, VIEW
OUR COMPLETE
CATALOG &
ORDER ONLINE!

(877) 446-8442
BRONX
2366 University Ave. (Corner Fordham Rd.)
(718) 365-9333 CLEARANCE CENTER
2157 White Plains Rd. (near Pelham Pkwy.)
(718) 863-7440 CUSTOM DESIGN CENTER
2011 Westchester Ave. Parkchester
(718) 239-4667

gothicCabinetCraft.com

Photos used for Illustrative purposes only. While supplies last. Not Responsible for Typographical Errors.
Advertised sale Items & custom orders are excluded. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Sale ends 06-05-11.

®

®

®

CARD
L SERVICES
FINANCIA

DINERS
CLUB
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By Bob Putignano
I guess you can say the Stax and Booker
T. & the MGs were trying to capitalize on
the than recent success of the Beatles “Abbey
Road.” While this might be partially true,
there’s a lot to like about this Memphis take
on Beatles, as the MG’s puts their signature
all over this very fine recording. The original
McLemore Avenue” was just four tracks,
three medleys, and one single song.
Before I get started, we often read and
hear about the so-called enhanced sound
on the many re-mastered recordings, I am
longtime audiophile, and rarely notice any
significant audio sound improvements, this is
not the case here. Joe Tarantino’s twenty-four
bit re-mastering is a work of true art; each
and every instrument contains detail that is
not often found on a 1970 recording, unless
it was recorded at Rudy Van Gelder’s in New
Jersey. Of note is the fact that the great Wally
Heider had a hand on this original recording
process.
The music: Several “Abbey Road”
songs were not covered, and it’s important to note that the sequencing is different
than the Beatles recording. That being said,
“Golden Slumbers” is drop dead gorgeous
and is performed how you might expect the
MGs to cover it, even better. “Carry That
Weight” takes on new shapes with a fine
passage from Booker’s keyboards (not B3,)
but eventually Booker gets down with his

Booker T. & the MGs: “McLemore
Avenue” Stax Remasters
Concord Music Group
“ The MGs Take on the Beatles”

organ. Cropper chimes in and is having a ball
with extremely creative guitar solos. There’s
even some singing on “The End,” though
brief. Onto “Here Comes the Sun” deeply
grooves, Duck Dunn is bass walking sweetly
here, the rearrangement is heady, as Cropper
turns up the heat. This medley concludes
with a slick instrumental passage into a gritty
“Come Together.” Al Jackson Jr.’s drumming
is so sparkling; the bands interplay is fascinating on this telepathic rendition. Near the
end Cropper broils with an acidic (almost
psychedelic) guitar solo, Booker turns on the
afterburners with torrid B3 grooves, Dunn
also marvels on bass, and there’s a bit more
singing too.
“Something” is the only track not
performed as a medley, it’s a little dated,
until Cropper ultra-clear guitar takes over,
Cropper’s rarely sounded as such; then the
band shifts tempo and kick “Something” in
the butt, as they turn up the heat.
The next medley (7:28) starts with
“Because’ that sounds like it could have come
from a funeral service, not this albums finest
moment. Eventually the band cranks up the
heat as they segue into “You Never Give Me
Your Money,” Cropper’s very funky here,
as this tune takes on new shapes. But in
summary this medley is mostly weak, except
near the end as the band can’t help their
creative prowess as they intuitively jam out.

The final medley (10:44) ensues with
“Sun King,” pretty basic, things get interesting when they shift into “Mean Mister
Mustard,” and especially as the hit the pedal
on “Polythene Pam.” Cropper’s in overdrive
with a strong guitar solo, and the entire band
fires on all of its high-octane cylinders. I
barely noticed the “She Came In Through
the Bathroom Window,” but “I Want You
(She’s So Heavy,) is deep. Dunn is killer
playing the McCartney bass lines, there’s
also a brief instrumental jam that exits from
theme, but they quickly come back, with a
dizzying B3 display from Booker.
Bonus tracks: Were culled from the mid
to later sixties; “Soul Men.” “The Booker T
Set,” and “Soul Limbo.” “You Can’t Do That”
has a Ramsey Lewis feel, and a “Rawhide/
Bonanza cowboy vamp- weird. “Day
Tripper” is odd as well. “Michelle” sounds
like the Classics IV “Spooky.” “Eleanor
Rigby” features wah-wah keyboards from
Booker, and sounds generational, but I hung
in there sensing the boys might find the
pocket, and they do, Cropper adds some
tasty fills, Dunn gets down, Booker unplugs
the wah-wah, Jackson is pounding, and this
tune is miraculously saved. Here’s the best,
“Lady Madonna” is fed “Green Onions,” gets
the greasy treatment, and it works extremely
well! The only previously unreleased track
is an alternate take of “You Can’t Do That,”

and they shouldn’t have, it’s somewhat sloppy,
has a late night alcoholic feel, where the
band was just messing around. After a small
break there’s a TV or radio commercial for
“McLemore Avenue” that’s pretty amusing.
With recent quotes from Booker and
Cropper, Ashley Kahn’s liners are exceptional,
thus making this reissue CD a completely
satisfying top shelf release. Flashbacking a
bit: When this album first came out, and I
don’t remember it feeling as good as it does
now, I guess I’m getting on, or I just missed
the details that went into this cool recording.
It also made me think about George Benson’s
trying his hand on the Beatles with his “The
Other Side of Abbey Road” and I don’t
recall that one as memorable either, perhaps
I should revisit Benson’s album too? But for
now, I’m digging “McLemore Avenue!” Oh,
and don’t forget to checkout the front cover
shot too.
Bob Putignano ZZZ6RXQGVRI%OXHFRP

A HIGHER POWER

When Trouble Comes a Knocking, Don’t Answer the Door
By REV. JAMES L. SNYDER
For as long as I can
remember, I have always
looked forward to Monday.
Throughout the years
there have been very few
Mondays that I have missed, although there
are some Mondays I miss. After a long
weekend of labor, I enjoy the slow pace that
Monday brings with it. I can sleep in as long
as I want, do anything my little heart desires
and just simply enjoy the day.
It is the one day of the week when the
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage and
Yours Truly can just take it easy and enjoy
the day together. Sometimes we enjoyed
the day together and sometimes we enjoy
the day going our separate ways. Usually, my
way goes by the bakery to sample a freshly
baked Apple Fritter. As an Apple Fritter

connoisseur, I need to constantly study and
keep up-to-date on the world of Apple
Fritters. Since this is not on my wife’s diet,
I save her the awkwardness and only go
there when I am by myself. It is not that I
am trying to hide it; I am just thinking of her.
Lately, something has been messing
with my Mondays. In fact, it is becoming a
little bit to the point that I am about to mark
Mondays off my calendar. Then see what
Monday will think of that.
It began several weeks ago. It was a
Monday afternoon and I needed to visit
someone in the hospital. Usually I do not do
this sort of thing on a Monday, but sometimes
you have to do what you do not normally do.
I went to the parking place and discovered
there was only one parking slot, which was just
as I went in through the gate. It was a tight

squeeze, but I finally got my truck parked.
Everything seemed in good order.
After making my hospital visit, I returned
to my truck to leave. I knew I was in a tight
spot but, after all, I have been driving since
Henry Ford said, “Let’s take this buggy for
a spin.” With the care that years of experience have afforded me, I backed out of my
parking space and just as I did, I heard something crack. I pulled forward and much to
my chagrin, I had backed into the gate and
broke it in half.
I parked my truck and went into the
hospital to turn myself in to the hospital
guards. They came out, looked at the damage
and discovered I had broken the gait in two.
After two hours of filling out paperwork,
taking photos and generally standing around
admiring the damage, I was free to go home.

It was late Monday afternoon and I was
ready to call it a day. Oh, what a day it was.
It took me almost a week to recover from
that. On the following Monday I got up as
usual to enjoy the pleasantry of the day. It was
late in the afternoon and I was at a small strip
mall to do a little shopping. I went in to a
West Indian store to buy an ice-cold soda. It
was one of those hot days begging for a cool
drink.
I got my soda out of the refrigerator and
went to the counter to pay for it.
I greeted the young woman behind the
counter, we exchanged a few pleasantries and
then I crossed the line. I do not often cross the
line, but for some reason I did. I asked her how
her day was going. I should note that this is an
absolute no-no, especially on Monday.
“Oh,” she said with a cheerful bounce, “this
has been a wonderful day. Nothing has gone
wrong today and I’m most grateful for that.”
I should not have done it, but I did it
without thinking. I smiled at her and said,
Continued on page 9
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When Trouble Comes a Knocking, Don’t Answer the Door
Continued from page 8
“I sure am glad for you.” I then handed her
a dollar to pay for my soda. She opened the
door to give me a quarter change and as she
did, she pulled the entire money drawer out
of the register and everything went all over
the floor.
All I could say was “keep the change.” I
could have waited around for her to collect
the money and put it all back into the register

drawer but then, what more damage would I
cause in that store in the meantime? The best
part of valor at that point was to vamoose.
And, vamoose I did, valiantly.
How well I remember the time when I
looked forward to those carefree Mondays.
Now, I go to bed Sunday night with a certain
level of apprehension for what the next day
will bring forth. My Mondays are not quite
as carefree and peaceful as they used to be.

I remember what my father used to tell
me. “Son, when trouble comes a knocking,
don’t answer the door.” At the time, I had no
idea what he was talking about, but now, after
several Mondays of what some might call
misfortune, I am beginning to understand
what he meant.
I have something new to look forward to,
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of

the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2 KJV).
No apprehension here at all.
The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family
of God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, Ocala, FL
34472. He lives with his wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at 352-687-4240 or
direct e-mail to jamessnyder2@att.net. The
church web site is www.whatafellowship.com.
The Westchester Guardian welcomes members of
various houses of worship to share their thoughts
before our readers.

SHOW PREP

Dear Leader, Our Carefully Controlled Governor
By BOB MARRONE
Since I got into the hard
news and commentary business, I always wondered if I
would have the intellectual
courage to throw an elected
official , whom I otherwise like and admire
and who is also wildly popular, under the
bus where the oil leaks and the noise is irritating. I have discovered that I do.
The subject is our governor; the topic is
access to and by the press.
My listeners and I had a lot of fun during
the campaign comparing candidate Andrew
Cuomo’s public appearances to sightings
of Elvis and the Lockness Monster. Like
everyone else in the press I didn’t like it but
had to give Cuomo his due. There was no
sense taking any risks when he and his team
were doing such a good job running the
Andrew Cuomo Campaign. And let’s face
it, it’s all a game anyway and, to borrow a
phrase: you have to be in it to win it. Kudos
to the governor for smarts and savvy.
But governing is another matter.
Whether the head of a sovereign nation,
governor of a confederated state or the
mayor of a tiny backwater smaller than a
college dorm, like Wasilla Alaska (I just had
to go there, forgive me), your obligation in
a democracy is to the people. Part of that
responsibility means being available to the
press and their questions, and not just the
press of your choosing. Governor Cuomo,
despite his great start and realistic agenda,
seems content to behave in office as he did
during the campaign. For the most part,
he has limited his contact to the friendly
confines of Fred Dicker, the Albany columnist for the New York Post. In my view, this is
both wrong and a dangerously slippery slope.
I will let you in on a little secret…I am
not the only news person that feels this
way. The feeling is widespread but many of
my colleagues, most of whom have better,
higher paying jobs than I, are afraid of
losing access when and if it is granted. I
can’t lose what I never had. As for the rest

of the unrequited, there could be a price to
pay. Should the governor happen to mess
up, such as a little trooper-gate or baseball ticket fiasco, and needs to reach out to
friends, he had better hope that Mr. Dicker
continues his regimen of GLP (Governor
Love Potion).
Unfortunately, the drug is only available via prescription issued form the
Albany mansion. Now this is just a practical
concern. There is a principle at stake, as well.
Control of the media and the message by
political leaders is nothing new, either here
in America or elsewhere. Famously, Nixon,
Clinton and Bush “W” all blamed the press
for their troubles and tried to control access
and the message. They, and most political
leaders with a budget, employ professionals
whose job it is to control the information
that goes out to the public. The truth and
open inquiry must take a back seat to the
realities gaining and holding onto power. I
get it. So much so do I get it that I begrudgingly admire Cuomo for not pretending. He
has support, public approval and is riding a
wave. Conventional opinion is that he does
not have to face the press or the people. This
is the slippery slope. Should he only come
forward when he loses support? Have we
grown so cynical

\ that we enable a popular leader to be so
sure use his considerable talents.
unaccountable, letting slide the very process
Listen to Good Morning Westchester with Bob
and due diligence provided by a free press,
Marrone from 6-9 a.m., from Monday through
that we accept that he does not have to be
Friday. Direct email to Bob Marrone at Bob@
held to a pubic standard.
WVOX.com, and visiting the BobMarrone.
That is not how we do things here
com website.
in America. It is also not the best way
to preserve our democracy.
Worse still, allowing any
Thrill Dad this Father’s Day!
public officials off the hook in 45393KGS Thrill The Grill Combo
this way sets a terrible prece- 2 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
dent for those who will follow. 2 (6 oz.) Top Sirloins
(4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
It is also plain and simply 44 (4
oz. approx.) Boneless Chicken Breasts
wrong, and evokes images of 4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
North Korea’s Dear Leader 4 (5 / oz.) Stuffed Baked Potatoes $
99
or the carefully crafted videos Reg. 152.00 | Now Only................
released by terrorists in hiding. 2 Free FREE 6-Piece Cutlery Set &
Governor
Andrew
Gifts Cutting Board with purchase.
packages and 1 FREE Cutlery Set & Cutting Board per address. Standard S&H will be applied per
Cuomo is on a roll, and it 2address.
Expires 6/19/11. ©2011 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc. | 12982
would not surprise me he
To order call: 1-888-804-5053
makes a run at the White
www.OmahaSteaks.com/fd82
House one day. Before it’s
too late, I hope he gives some
When
thought to the nature of the
very government he would
one day hope to lead. It is still
early. His behavior, thus far,
can be attributed to the need
I feel safe. I am protected.
to get off on the right food
I have Life Alert®.
and put forward a consisOne touch of a button sends help quickly in the
tent message. If he continues,
event of a medical emergency, fall, home
invasion, fire or carbon monoxide poisoning.
he might well be viewed as
New!
yet another man behind the
Now we have two systems available:
For a FREE brochure call:
Life Alert Classic for seniors
curtain, and that would be
a shame. The country could Life Alert 50+ for people 50+
3

49

4

$

I am home

ALONE

®

,¶YHIDOOHQDQG,FDQ¶WJHWXS

1-888-767-9816

/DZ2IILFHRI ,RDQQD%XUJRV 0LFKDHO6DQWDQJHOR
&DVRV&ULPLQDOHV²/H\HVGH7UDQVLWR&RUWHGH)DPLOLD
²&DVRV&LYLOHV²'HVDKXFLR²)RUHFORVXUH

7HOpIRQR )D[
&HOO

(PDLOLRDQQD#DROFRP &URWRQ$YH2VVLQLQJ1<
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Quick Start 8u and 10u Yonkers Tennis Center Tournament
By ALBERT CAAMANO
The Yonkers Tennis Center has incorporated a system called Quick Start Tennis
which brings development and fun back
in the game for younger players. Yonkers
Tennis Center is the first tennis facility
to use the system with specific programs
and tournaments. I had a chance to talk
to Nigel Brown about the program and
tournament coming up over the next two
weekends.
CAAMANO: Tell us about the
history of the Yonkers Tennis Center and
what you provide players.
BROWN: The Yonkers Tennis Center
has been teaching and helping the public
since 1975; it has 6 hard courts within an
indoor setting and is a year round facility.
We also offer tournaments for 8u to
junior’s age category, and a junior development program. There is also an adult night
out . Private lessons and private lesson
packages for half hr. and hr. quick start
lesson package that runs 38wks, and for
the youngest a pre quick start program for
the 3-5yr old.
Next year we are implementing a
mommy and me program.
The Yonkers Tennis Center has also
garnered the green award from Yonkers
Manager of the year award from the USTA
CAAMANO: When did this tournament start and how many years have you

been running the tournament?
BROWN: They have been running
this tournament at The Tennis center for
3yrs, it’s called Quick start it’s based on
having fun and developing the younger
players at the 10u, 8u junior level
CAAMANO: What levels are in
this tournament this weekend and next
weekend
BROWN: For June 4th and June 11th
the levels are 10u and 8u
CAAMANO: What are the requirements for the tournament?
BROWN: You need to register for
the USTA membership which is free for
this level and this year; we were pssionate
to get this done in order to make it simple
for kids and parents who want to get into
the sport
Registration is accomplished on our
site; there is no tryout or selection process.
The fee is $28.00
CAAMANO: What is the outline of
the tournament? How many games for
each level, and what are the brackets?
BROWN: 8u and 10u will play 3 sets
in a team format, thereafter the sets you get
point toward your team, not individually
Those in 8u will play for a total of 2
hours after which all points will be counted
toward the respective teams
Those participating in 10u will play for

a total of 3 hours time and all their
points will be counted toward their
teams. Depending on how many
players register, the average number
teams are between 2 and 4 for the 8u
level and 4 to 6 for the 10u level
CAAMANO: what are the
rules for this level and how does the modified court work? Is it more beneficial to
younger players?
BROWN: The 8u play on a 36’ court
and with a 2’9” net. They play across the
middle of the court, east / west, instead of
lengthwise, that is north / south.
Playing mid-court has brought about
a tremendous change in youth play. He
smaller venue permits parents greater
access to the players and the kids feel more
comfortable because the proximity of their
parents create a comfort level that permits
the kids to explore their game and to play
to a higher level as their parents root them
on.
The 10 u play within a 60 feet long
by 21 feet wide court for singles and a 60
feet long by 27 feet wide court for doubles.
Making the court shorter and narrower.
CAAMANO: You play with a low
compression tennis ball in red and yellow.
Is this designed for the younger players?
What are the reasons for using this ball?
BROWN: The red and yellow ball is

softer and bigger and has a low bounce
affording the smaller kids a better chance
at hitting the ball.
CAAMANO: What are the daily
activities for the participants?
BROWN: The 8 and under division
use the USTA modified 36’ court with
red and yellow low compression balls and
a modified scoring system. Tournaments
commence at 6:00 pm and run until 8:00
pm. Players are asked to check in by
5:45pm. The format is a Round Robin
with the emphasis on maximum participation and fun! All players who participate
receive a prize.
The 10 and under division tournament
will commence at 7:00 pm and run until
9:00 pm. Players should check in by 6:45
pm. The format is also a Round Robin.
The 10u category players will paly on the
USTA modified 60’ court with transition
balls and a modified scoring system.
Quick Start at Yonkers Tennis Center,
493 Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY10710
3KRQH['LUHFWRU
1LJHO%URZQ
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Sweet Tones: Alabama
By BARABARA BARTON SLOANE
This year – 2011 –
has been designated The
Year of Alabama Music.
To
Quote
Berthold
Auerbach: “Music washes away from the
soul the dust of everyday life.” In light of this
state’s recent tornado tragedies, though it

seems somewhat incongruous, this year
may be the very best time for Alabama to
immerse itself in its rich musical heritage
and allow it to wash away the sad memories of the upheaval it’s just gone through.
Today, in famed music halls, nightclubs,
and jam sessions, Alabama’s musical legacy
continues in song and celebration - from
Tuscumbia to Tuscaloosa and all around the
state.

Greats of Yesteryear – and Today
I visited Alabama for its special celebration just one week before the tornados hit.
Our group took a Cook’s tour of some of the
major music sites including Muscle Shoals,
Florence, Birmingham, and Montgomery,

where diversity as well as African-American
contributions to American music and
culture are celebrated. Our first stop was
the Alabama Music Hall of Fame in
Tuscumbia. Long a dream of the Muscle
Shoals Music Association, the Hall of Fame
opened in 1990. Inside, portraits cover the
walls of all who have been inducted here,
from Dinah Washington, W.C. Handy,
Hank Williams and Sam Phillips to name
just a few. Mightily impressed by this
assemblage of musical greats, it resoundingly brought home the important role

Alabama has played in our musical heritage.
Among the Hall’s fun memorabilia is
the tour bus for the group ALABAMA;
we clambered aboard and got a true
feeling for their life on the road. Then
we were given copies of the words to
“Sweet Home Alabama” and ushered into
a recording studio. To the actual Lynrd
Skynrd music, we shamelessly belted out
this wonderful song. I don’t know if we
should have been grateful or horrified, but
we were each given a DVD of our efforts.
That evening, we returned to the
Hall to see The Secret Sisters perform.
The duo, Laura and Lydia Rogers, barely
twenty-somethings, were discovered by T
Bone Burnett. They charmed the audience
with classics such as “Don’t Ya Love Me?”
and “Why Baby Why?” with their effortless
harmony. The music is of rural America,
roots-filled and timeless. By the end of this
amazing concert, we were all on our feet
applauding the sisters who are slated to be
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the next big thing before you can utter the
words ‘bless your heart.’
A visit to FAME Recording Studios
was exciting, as we toured the very studio
where such iconic music as Percy Sledge’s
“When a Man Loves a Woman” and the
Rolling Stones’ “Wild Horses” album was
recorded. Founder Rick Hall regaled us
with stories of Aretha Franklin, Duane
Allman, The Osmonds, and Little Richard,
all who recorded at FAME.
The last tour of the day was Ivy Green,
Helen Keller’s birthplace. Her life is chronicled at this, her childhood home - a humble
house that has been completely restored and
which contains a vast collection of memorabilia from her extensive world travels.
You can’t help but be moved by the photos
of Helen with her teacher, Anne Sullivan,
by her old typewriter, and by the famous
pump where Helen broke through her
world of silence when she understood the
word “water.” The gardens are lovely and
contain magnolias, live oaks, honeysuckle
and English Ivy, for which the house is
named. In these very gardens each summer,
William Gibson’s The Miracle Worker is
performed. This year will be the 50th annual
production held from June 3 through July 9.

Father of the Blues
Over the next few days, we made other
important musical stops. On to Florence
and the home of W.C. Handy. A cabin of
hand-hewn logs, furnished just as it was in
1873, the year of Handy’s birth, is now a
museum displaying the composer’s trumpet
and the piano on which he wrote St. Louis
Blues and Beale St. Blues. Each summer, a
W.C. Handy Music Festival is held here
(this year: July 23-31), including special
church services, parades, lectures and jam
sessions. This festival is the most popular
and largest music event in the state.
The Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame
in Birmingham is an art deco museum
honoring great jazz artists with ties to the
state, including Nat King Cole, Duke
Ellington, Lionel Hampton and Erskine
Hawkins. Here we met a most charming
gentleman, Dr. Frank Adams, (himself a
Hall of Fame inductee). Now in his 90s
but embodying the verve and joie de vivre
of someone decades younger, Dr. Adams
entertained us with stories of the greats he’s
performed with. He told of a lifelong crush
he harbored on Ella Fitzgerald and though
the lady wouldn’t give him the time of day,
this never dampened his ardor.

Juke Joint Jumpin’
The formal definition of a juke joint is a
small roadside establishment in the southeastern
United States where you can eat and drink and

dance to music provided by a jukebox. There’s

with me. I left with a deep acquaintance with
the talented musicians of yesterday as well as
the very-much-alive musicians enhancing
the music scene there today; and not least, I
was warmed and charmed by the kindness I
felt from Alabamians throughout the state.
Learning of the disasterous tornados just a
week after my return somehow felt utterly
personal and hurtful because Alabama had
become a part of me.

Bama Rising - The Continuing
Recovery Effort

no jukebox at Gip’s Place, one of of the
last authentic surviving juke joints in the
country, but there is live, authentic blues. In
this tin-covered shack found in the backyard of one Henry Gipson, an eighty-nine
year old cultural phenomenon, the joint is
jumpin’ each and every Saturday night. “Mr.
Gip” has run this juke joint where great
blues musicians have gathered since the 50s.
The ramshackle club is gaily lit with thousands of Christmas lights and Mardi Gras
beads dangling from the ceiling. On stage,
front and center, Gip himself, twanging out
hard-driving blues on the guitar. During
breaks, he found time to greet all of us
personally, even bestowing cheek-kisses to
all the ladies.

This Country Boy
Montgomery is the home of the great
Hank Williams. We toured his museum
and found it a most moving experience.
One of the first things we saw upon entering
was Williams’ baby-blue 1952 Cadillac on
whose very backseat he died at the age of
29 (!)on his way to an Ohio gig. Among
his countless greats, Williams wrote “This
Country Boy Can Survive.” As I listened
to the plaintive words, I couldn’t help
but wish that this sweet country boy had
survived much longer, and then the world
would have had the benefit of more years
of his incredible talent. The collection of
Williams’ memorabilia is vast and complete
– his rhinestone and spangle-decorated
cowboy suits, his albums, his guitars
and photographs. Our Hank Williams’
homage ended at his gravesite in Oakwood
Cemetery. The grounds surrounding the
grave are covered with Astroturf, four
tons of concrete and a cowboy hat resting
forlornly atop his grave.
For sure, Alabama had its seductive way

Neighbors continue to help neighbors clear debris and rebuild. Crews from
across the U.S. are still coming to volunteer in whatever way they can. To date,
the American Red Cross and the Southern
Baptist Convention have served well over
100,000 meals in the affected areas and just announced - ALABAMA, the musical
group, will spearhead “Bama Rising,” a
benefit concert in Birmingham for Alabama
Tornado Recovery on June 14. Among the
many artists participating are Brad Paisley,
Martina McBride, Luke Bryan, Dierks
Bentley and Darius Rucker.
The philosopher/poet Santiz wrote:
“Music speaks what cannot be expressed,
soothes the mind and gives it rest, heals
the heart and makes it whole, flows from
heaven to the soul.” Hearts are healing, and
in Alabama, music lives on!

Sweet Tones: Alabama
If you go:
Hotels:

0DUULRWW6KRDOV+RWHO 6SD0XVFOH

6KRDOV

ZZZPDUULRWWFRPKRWHOV
5HQDLVVDQFH5RVV%ULGJH*ROI5HVRUW
6SD%LUPLQJKDP
ZZZURVVEULGJHUHVRUWFRP
5HQDLVVDQFH+RWHODQG6SD0RQW
JRPHU\
ZZZPDUULRWWFRPKRWHOV

Restaurants:
)UDQNҋV,WDOLDQ7XVFXPELD
ZZZIUDQNVLWDOLDQFRP
%RWWHJD&DIp%LUPLQJKDP
ZZZERWWHJDUHVWDXUDQWFRP
+RW +RW)LVK&OXE%LUPLQJKDP
ZZZKRWDQGKRWÀVKFOXEFRP
'UHDPODQG%%40RQWJRPHU\
ZZZGUHDPODQGEETFRP
7KH2OLYH5RRP0RQWJRPHU\
ZZZROLYHURRPFRP
$ODEDPD7RXULVP'HSDUWPHQW
ZZZDODEDPDWUDYHO

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane
is constantly globe hopping to share he
unique experience with our readers; from
the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty /
Fashion Editor she keeps us informed on
the capricious and engaging fashion scene.
Photos by and courtesy of the Hank
Williams Museum.
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EconomicsSection
IRS Rattles a Gift Tax Saber
By LARRY M. ELKIN
When
you
make tax policy in
government, you have to deal with checks
and balances on your power. When you
make tax policy in the news columns of The
New York Times, you don’t.
Which is why we learned from the
newspaper last week that the Internal
Revenue Service has sent letters to five
unidentified donors to political advocacy
groups – we can safely assume that these
are big donors – seeking to determine
whether they owe gift taxes on what could
be millions of dollars in contributions.
I do not believe the IRS can successfully
defend such a gift tax assessment in court.
I suspect the agency is not even going to
try. The Service is unlikely to start a fight
with deep-pocketed adversaries, such as
billionaire conservative activists David and
Charles Koch, who can readily challenge
the IRS position all the way to the Supreme
Court.
Instead, I think the Service is using
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somewhat gullible media coverage to scare
off other potential donors, and perhaps also
to frighten the recipient organizations and
their officers.
The organizations in question are
exempt from federal income taxes under
Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue
Code. These are “civic leagues or organizations not organized for profit but operated
exclusively for the promotion of social
welfare.” They can engage in lobbying and
electioneering, unlike the better-known
charities organized under Section 501(c)(3),
which are barred from political activities.
The tax laws specifically exempt gifts
to 501(c)(3) organizations from gift tax.
Gifts to political candidates and parties
are exempt as well. But there is no specific
exemption from gift taxes for contributions
to 501(c)(4) groups, like Americans for
Prosperity, which the Kochs have supported.
This would be the basis if the IRS tried to
impose the gift tax, currently 35 percent, on
any contributions to such an organization
that exceed the law’s annual exemption for
gifts of up to $13,000 per donee.
The Times noted that the IRS “definitively declared these gifts taxable in 1982.”
The paper’s readers might therefore
conclude that the matter is pretty openand-shut. That is not the case.
The 1982 pronouncement was Revenue
Ruling 82-216, which the IRS issued after it
lost a pair of gift tax cases involving political
contributions. Congress had added Section
527(e) to the tax law, exempting contributions to political parties and candidates from
gift tax, effective May 8, 1974. The Service
took the position that political contributions
before that date were taxable gifts.
The courts disagreed. Stern v. United

States, decided by the Fifth Circuit in 1971,
and Carson v. Commissioner, a 10th Circuit
case decided in 1981, both held that political contributions fell outside the statutory
definition of a gift.
Donors to political causes – and to
today’s public advocacy groups – seek some
change in society; the donee organization
is merely the instrument by which they try
to obtain that change. Donors want to get
something back for their contributions to
candidates and causes. They are not making
a gift, any more than someone makes a gift
to a car dealer by paying the sticker price
when other buyers are aggressively negotiating better deals.
Even if the contributions to 501(c)(4)
groups meet the definition of a gift, the
courts are unlikely to uphold a tax if it is seen
as interfering with the donors’ constitutionally protected rights of free speech and free
association. The Supreme Court’s decision
last year in the Citizens United case is a
strong sign that the court would take a dim
view of the IRS seeking to tax contributions
to organizations that advocate positions the
donors want to support.
Writing years before Citizens United,
Barbara K. Rhomberg, a San Francisco
attorney, noted that the IRS could assert
gift tax on contributions to 501(c)(4)
groups, but she concluded that it would
have trouble sustaining its position on both
legal and constitutional grounds. She thoroughly explored the topic in two articles
that appeared in the professional journal
Taxation of Exempts in 2003 and 2004.
At the time, it was just an academic
exercise. The IRS had not made any serious
attempt to impose gift taxes on supporters
of advocacy organizations, though the laws
had been in place for many years. Why the
sudden change now?
Politics seems like the obvious answer.
President Obama and most Democrats
abhorred the Citizens United decision,
which they argued would give corporations,

%HIRUHVSHDNLQJWRWKHSROLFHFDOO
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and the wealthy people who control them,
too much influence. An IRS spokeswoman
took pains to tell The Times that the recent
inquiry was initiated by Service employees
who are interested in compliance with the
gift tax laws, not by the White House or
others in the administration.
Assuming that’s true, it does not tell us
how the inquiry came so conveniently to the
newspaper’s attention. How did a reporter
know to ask for copies of the letters (redacted
to remove names) that the IRS sent to those
donors, demanding information? The article
did not say. While it is possible that the tip
came from outside government, perhaps
from a lawyer who got wind of the inquiry
at a professional conference, my guess is that
the story was planted by someone who wants
to limit the advocacy groups’ influence, and
who thought a scary article in The New York
Times might help.
Politics is, after all, a contact sport. The
courts can protect our rights to express
ourselves, but they cannot always shield us
from the backlash. Target Corp. took a lot
of heat last year when it exercised its right
under Citizens United to participate in a
political campaign. Those who applied that
heat hoped to deter Target and other corporations from doing it again.
Freedom may not always be free, but
a government threat to tax it at 35 percent
probably won’t stand up if it is put to the test.
/DUU\0(ONLQ&3$&)3SUHVLGHQW
RI3DOLVDGHV+XGVRQ)LQDQFLDO*URXSDIHH
RQO\¿QDQFLDOSODQQLQJ¿UPKHDGTXDUWHUHG
LQ6FDUVGDOH1<7KH¿UPRIIHUVHVWDWHSODQ
QLQJLQVXUDQFHFRQVXOWLQJWUXVWSODQQLQJ
FURVVERUGHUSODQQLQJEXVLQHVVYDOXDWLRQ
IDPLO\ RI¿FH DQG EXVLQHVV PDQDJHPHQW
H[HFXWLYH ¿QDQFLDO SODQQLQJ DQG WD[
VHUYLFHV ,WV VLVWHU ¿UP 3DOLVDGHV +XGVRQ
$VVHW 0DQDJHPHQW LV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW
LQYHVWPHQWEURNHUZLWKDERXWPLOOLRQ
XQGHU PDQDJHPHQW %UDQFK RI¿FHV DUH LQ
$WODQWDDQG)W/DXGHUGDOH:HEVLWHZZZ
SDOLVDGHVKXGVRQFRP
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My Candidacy for Mount Vernon City Council
By DAMON K. JONES
I would like to take
this time to announce my
candidacy for Mt. Vernon
City Council. As a resident
of this city I feel it’s time to
take my stand as a “Representative of the
People” of Mt. Vernon and help to set a
direction for the future of the city.
Mt. Vernon is a city with many positives. We are blocks away from NYC
subway system, the only city in Westchester
surrounded by highways for easy access
and historically the epicenter of African
American culture for Westchester County.

Unfortunately, with so many positives,
we are a city plagued with crime, we have an
educational system with a graduation rate of
59 % and one of the highest recidivism rates
of young men in the Westchester County
Jail.
Mt. Vernon is a unique city that has
many challenges. The citizens of Mt.
Vernon cannot afford the usual finger
pointing and division of the “Status quo”.
I believe this is a critical moment in
the history of this city. If we make the right
choices and focus on the right priorities,
we can build on our strengths and move

forward with innovative ideas that will
make Mt. Vernon a model of economic
vitality, community sustainability, and political transparency in Westchester County.
As your City Councilman, I’ll work to
create a City Council that seeks out innovative new approaches to the city’s challenges,
that tests and refines new policies through
small pilot programs, measures the results,
picks those that demonstrate strong results,
and then rolls them out citywide.
I will work tirelessly to make you proud
of Mt. Vernon once again. I will fight to
make your dreams become a reality:
Open government that makes the
headlines for its accomplishments, not its
infamy.
Restoration of integrity, honesty and

Village of Briarcliff Resident to Run for Town of Ossining Board
OSSINING, NY -Kim Izzarelli, a 15 year
resident of the Village
of Briarcliff Manor,
announced her plan to
run in November’s election on the Republican
line for one of the two
open Town of Ossining Trustee seats.
Izzarelli, who is 50 and employed as an
internal auditor, plans to focus on improving
efficiencies between the town and village
governments, including Inter-Municipal
Agreements (IMAs), and timely coordination with pending labor contracts due to

expire in 2012.
“Keeping an open mind is critical as
we approach all of these issues; I plan to
dig deep and re-evaluate how the Town
Board makes financial decisions and if those
decisions are truly prudent and in the best
interest of all taxpayers. “
Izzarelli serves on the Town of
Ossining’s Citizens’ Finance Advisory
Board, and is also a sitting member of the
Audit Committee to the Briarcliff UFSD.
She maintains that, while residents demand
a high level of service, “We can no longer
afford to operate our local government as
we did 20 years ago. The perfect storm has

hit: declining property values, rising health
care costs and pension contributions for our
employees, and cuts in state aid and federal
programs, bring unprecedented fiscal

transparency in our city government.
Reduce Crime and Increase Public
Safety.
Improve City Services.
Improve Mt. Vernon’s Economic
Development.
Work along with the board of Education
to improve educational opportunities in the
public schools for our children.
If the city of Mt. Vernon is to ever attract
businesses and residents that we want as our
neighbors, we must project a professional
image and an accountable, transparent and
functioning government.
I ask for your support for the position
of City Councilman of the City of Mt.
Vernon, N.Y.

challenges ahead.”
Joining her on the GOP slate is sitting
Council Member Peter Tripodi IV, who
declared his intention to run for town
supervisor earlier in the month.
The last Village of Briarcliff resident
to serve on the Ossining Town Board was
John Chervokas in 2008.

Book your summer getaway now.

INVESTIGATION

The Confusing World of North Castle Politics
By NANCY KING
The Town of North Castle is one of
those places doesn’t seem like it would be
the hotbed of political wrangling, corruption
and greed. Boy were we ever wrong. Once
a Town that enjoyed steady growth under
the even hand of longtime supervisor Jack
Lombardi who had won twenty-two consecutive elections, the town is now a shell of
everything that Jack Lombardi accomplished
during his forty-four year tenure. Lombardi
lost to Democrat Reese Berman in 2005 and
it’s been all downhill since then. Not that
Berman did a terrible job as Supervisor, she
just never counted on the economy taking
a nose dive and taking with it all of that
commercial tax revenue.

By the summer of 2009, the Republicans
decided it was time to take their town back.
With and endorsement from Jack Lombardi’s
widow, (he died in 2008), the Republicans
nominated and elected Bill Weaver. It
was an election that got little notice here in
Westchester as all eyes were glued on the
Andy Spano/ Rob Astorino race. What also
went un-noticed was the political juggling
that was going on in the town. Political up
and comer Loronda Murphy, a Republican
district leader got herself elected the chair
of the Town of North Castle Republican
Committee and it has been one convoluted
mess after another up there in Armonk.
Continued on page 14

Lodging & Dining In the Berkshires
Just 90 minutes from White Plains.

Call for Reservations
and information

(800) 222-2909
Lakeville, Connecticut

www.interlakeninn.com
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The Confusing World of North Castle Politics
Continued from page 13
Since early 2010, the North Castle
Republican Committee has been rife with
disorganization. Under the not so watchful
eye of Murphy there were never any minutes
or agendas chronicling what was taking place
nor was there ever an explanation offered
about how her husband and others were
elevated to the position of District leaders.
Upon further investigation it was learned
that Murphy’s husband was also a seated
member of the Recreation Advisory Board.
While that is a volunteer position, it seems
as if the Murphy’s may have been attempting
to expand their political influence within
the town. During this time, Ms. Murphy
continued to work as a real estate professional
acting as a title closer for a company known
as Settle One Corp located on Main Street
in Armonk. She also worked for a company
known as Metes and Bounds where she
specialized in re-financing mortgages.
Real Estate is one of those careers where
it is either feast or famine. Close a lot of deals
and you are in the money. Inability to close
those loan and you are done. As the recession emerged and folks were desperate to
re-finance, Murphy saw her business take
off. The problem was the Loronda Murphy
was not wiring that re-finance money to
the banks, she was wiring to other clients to
satisfy their loans and presumably keeping

some for herself. The Chair of the North
Castle Republican Committee was in essence
running a Ponzi scheme. What Murphy
didn’t count on were the desperate people
who had been scammed, went to the authorities and filed complaints. Bringing this to the
media was finally her father stepping forward
as his house was in foreclosure. It seems that
this may have been the time that the county
and town Republican Committee began
to see the detriment of having Murphy in
a leadership position. In September 2010,
following her arrest in Suffolk County Long,
Island, Murphy finally reluctantly stepped
down. In the meantime, Murphy kept herself
busy running Doug Martino’s bid for County
Court judge. No embarrassment there!
The North Castle Republican
Committee quickly tried to regroup and
installed Rosemarie Bellantoni was installed
as chair. Her honeymoon period with them
was short lived. By early May 2011, local
Republicans were asking for her impeachment. Normally this can only be done under
the circumstances of corruption. Charges
include the improper use of a proxy vote, an
improper call to convene a meeting, a failure
to invite all committee members to several
meetings and a failure to have a proper roll
call at a meeting and with no written minutes.
The committee retained the legal services of
Vincent J. Messina Jr. and have filed a formal
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complaint with County chair Doug Colety.
So far no one has come forward publicly to
claim responsibility for these charges.
All the while, North Castle is trying
to vet candidates and get a slate together.
Republican Supervisor Bill Weaver will probably end up having to primary against Diane
Roth. No doubt Weaver’s friendship with
Murphy may hurt him as she is still seen
coming and going into his office. Councilman
John Cronin may also join them in the race as
well. Who knows who the Republicans will
endorse in this mess. I almost don’t blame
Doug Colety for walking away and letting
the court decide what to do with the playpen
gang. It is a sure bet that Colety is sorry to
have ever gotten involved with Murphy after
her widely publicized bankruptcy, foreclosure
, regaining of her house only to have it on the
foreclosure block again in Harrison. Doug
Martino has expressed an interest in running
for town justice but he too is in the Murphy
camp and that just might be the second strike
out Martino has to endure.
To add a little more fuel to the fire,
late last week, roughly three dozen people
received in the mail, an unmarked envelope with legal documents containing

Loronda Murphy’s booking sheet and other
complaints pertaining to her legal woes. The
envelopes were mailed to leaders of both
political parties as well as to individuals who
have money owed to them by Murphy. As
The Westchester Guardian goes to press, we
know of two confirmed individuals who are
owed money by Murphy. What is the most
troublesome concerning this case is that in her
quest for fame, power and money, she didn’t
care who she harmed. Not the party which
claims to care so deeply for, or her two teenaged children who must be painfully aware if
their mother’s history of beating the system.
Many politicians and high ranking
members of a party often enter the political
arena under the most altruistic of reasons.
Most of them have a burning desire to make
things better by effecting a change. Few stay
true to their original purpose. Once you
have a taste of a few fundraisers and black tie
affairs, it becomes hard to remember the original reason one enters this career path. We’ve
seen in Yonkers, we’ve seen it in White Plains
and we’re watching it at the County level as
well. No wonder that North Castle isn’t far
behind.

Astorino Permits Greed to Beget Deficits
By HEZI ARIS
Imagine a $2 to $5
million hemorrhage annually. Is it an anomaly or
does government perpetuate
the failure despite the outcry for prudence
and fiscal responsibility? Imagine further
that the $2 million plus burden is meant
to degrade support for the entity as it is
perceived to be burdened every year with
accumulating debt that impacts Westchester
County government as other financial
concerns regress and repress the ability
for the County to surmount its financial
woes. As one contemplates the conundrum
between promise and the growing financial
hardships it exacerbates throughout the
County overall, one must wonder why this
financial burden cannot be cajoled from
deficit to profit through commitment to its
initial promise, followed by scrutiny to its
present plight, and the subsequent plans to
right the wrongs. This professed financial
burden is made believable by make believe
numerical entries in ledgers that do not
reveal the hemorrhage. The intention for
this “game” has many fathers. At this point
it matters little who sired this alleged con.
What matters now is whether Playland
Amusement Park is suffering a contrived
deficit or if it is in reality profitable. This
telling will show that Playland is simply

eviscerated by greed and design. Profit is
being covered up.
It is a scheme designed to evade scrutiny. And it has worked for years. It was
not designed to function as it does today
yesterday, but many years ago under different
administrations. Blame sits before many, but
blame holds no value in this telling. Only
correction matters; and with it the accolades
of righting that which is wrong.
Kathleen O’Connor is the most recent
commissioner of the Westchester County
Parks Department. Prior to her being
appointed acting commissioner by County
Executive Rob Astorino, who chose her to
replace the retiring Joseph Stout, she held
the position that Joseph Stout, after his
retirement as commissioner acceded to her
prior post. In other words, they switched
positions and responsibilities. Joseph Stout
is after 18 years of service to the Westchester
County Parks Department the recently
appointed head of the Department of Parks,
Recreation and Conservation (PRC). The
third facet to this construct is Elizabeth
Bracken, co-founder of the public relations
firm
Thompson and Bender, who presides
over the not-for-profit group Friends of
Westchester.
Continued on page 15
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The Westchester County Parks
Department manages Playland Amusement.
In order to manage Playland Amusement,
PRC engages Westchester County Parks
Department personnel to collect funds from
the various vendors, among the other services
demanded of them. Funds collected are
afforded the Friends of Westchester operation.
Friends of Westchester are alleged to hold onto
the funds they collect. PRC bills Friends of
Westchester for the collections gleaned from
the vendors, but not for the services rendered
to PRC by the Westchester County Parks
Department. The reason they don’t collect
the full amount is because they are not billed
for the services rendered by the Westchester
County Parks Department personnel. In other
words, Westchester County does not get reimbursed for the services rendered to the PRC,

allowing those funds to be held
by the Friends of Westchester.
What Friends of Westchester
allegedly are not asked to pay grows the
coffers of the not-for-profit to the amount the
Westchester County Parks Department does
not bill the PRC.
The funds flow from one financial
construct to the other with the full knowledge of Westchester County government. The
yearly deficits continue to accrue without a call
for a forensic audit to uncover the alleged fiscal
mismanagement.
The process has permitted Playland
Amusement to become the whipping boy
in the public’s mind, Playland Amusement
is being perceived to be a deficit-ridden
disaster. It is not. It is in fact profitable.
Mr Astorino can rectify this financial debacle
by revisiting the ledger.

Katz Acts to End Animal Cruelty

Invites the public to join him on June 1 to
push for stronger animal-protection laws

Assemblyman
Steve
Katz (R,I - Yorktown)
called upon his colleagues
in Albany to support his
legislation to limit backyard animal-breeding practices as well as
require a permit to engage in breeding. He also
announced a June 1 legislative awareness day to
prevent neglect and abuse of animals across the
Empire State.
“The barbaric, inhumane practices associated with puppy and kitten mills in New York
State must end, and they must end sooner
rather than later,” said Katz. “The excessive
breeding which takes place at these facilities
results in an overpopulation of sick, mentally
anguished animals that are often susceptible to
termination or abandonment.”
Katz’s legislation would require any individual who would like to breed his animal
- with the exception of those who hold a
valid pet-dealer license - to obtain an animalbreeding permit from the commissioner of
agriculture. This permit would cost $150,
which will be deposited into a new Backyard
Breeder Permit Fund dedicated to helping the
state Department of Agriculture and Markets
enforce this and other animal protection laws.
“Allowing inhumane breeders to continue
to operate is unconscionable,” said Katz. “As
a veterinarian, I have seen first hand what
happens to neglected and tortured animals. It
is time to end this inhumane treatment of our
beloved pets.

“Unfortunately, despite the best efforts
of our state and local law enforcement and
wonderful organizations like the SPCA of
Westchester and Putnam County Humane
Society, we still lack the resources to properly
enforce the animal protection laws in our state.
Creating this fund not only helps regulate backyard breeders and protect animals, but it will
help officials, law enforcement, and advocacy
organizations to better enforce animal neglect
and cruelty laws.”
The owner and operator of a veterinary
hospital, Assemblyman Katz is passionate
about protecting animals and preventing animal
abuse and neglect. On June 1, 2011, he will be
partnering with his legislative colleagues to host
a “Laws for Paws” Legislative awareness day in
Albany and has been working with local officials in Westchester to develop a dog park in
Yorktown. The proposed park will offer a dogwalking trail and plenty of space for animals to
enjoy the outdoors with their owners.
“I am very excited about our new dogpark project for the people of Yorktown,” said
Katz. “With so many dog owners out there,
the opportunity for them to treat their friend
to a nice day outside among other dogs and
owners will be highly beneficial to both dogs
and owners.”
Assemblyman Katz encourages his constituents to continue the conversation and to
contact his district office at 845-279-5301 to
schedule a meeting or to voice a concern.
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City Council Updates

dogs off-leash in designated areas of the
park from 5:00 am until 9:00 am. After
9:00 am dogs must be leashed. The Rye
Park Commission has established
By DOUGLAS FRENCH Town
this policy and it must be in accordance
with the City Code. In discussions with
Rye Town Park
the Rye Town Park Citizens Advisory
Opening for the Season
Committee, the Friends of Rye Town
The Rye Town Park
Park, City and Park officials as well as
Commission continues to
many, many dog owners and residents
meet with residents and
who use the park, this is an amenable
staff in preparation for the upcoming
solution to all. The policy will be closely
season. Here are some of the changes you
monitored and evaluated for compliance.
can expect to see this year:
The Park: The number of cars that
Security: The City of Rye and Rye
park on the lawn will be reduced slightly
Town have worked very closely together
and will be designated to a specific
to improve public safety in the park.
marked-off area. Since the 2009 season,
That work continues with the hiring of
almost 300 spots have been reduced
a new head of security who will work in
to open-up more parkland for users.
coordination with the Rye City Police
Further, a mailing has been sent out to
Department. In addition, since last year
increase resident permits. For seniors,
we have been exploring options to depuonly seniors who do not already have a
tize Rye Town Park security. This season,
permit but are applying for one need to
selected park personnel are being considpay a permit fee. The Rye Town Park
ered to be deputized to write summonses
Advisory Committee has put together a
for dog-leash and open-container alcohol
series of recommendations and initiatives
violations. This should improve complito bring residents back to the park so look
ance and ensure a safer environment for
for those announcements.
all users of the park.
The 2011 Budget: Although last year
Leash Law: The City of Rye will be
was a record revenue year, we are projecting
holding a public hearing on May 25th to
lower revenues due to the expected poor
revise the local leash law that will allow
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weather season. Capital maintenance
costs of $50,000 have been correctly
shifted out of the operating budget to a
separate line item to reflect the different
capital contribution split between Rye
Town and Rye City of 61%/39% respectively. The operational costs have been
fully vetted with staff and reflect the
appropriate level of service needs while
not scaling back on safety such as security guards and lifeguards. Approximately
$100,000 has been reduced from last
year’s wage levels. There will also be
the implementation of monthly budget
reconciliation reports and new procedures
to count cars and beach goers. The automated parking project is still under review
and will be implemented after the season
if approved.
City of Rye 2012 General Fund Fees
and Charges
Last year the City Council moved
to review fees and charges outside of the
budget season and hold separate meetings on changes to the fee schedule.
The reason for the change was because
fees and violations should be dictated by
a review of market rates or to improve
compliance and not to be reviewed as a
budget matter. On May 25th, the Council
will hold a public hearing on changes to

fees and charges with adoption tentatively
scheduled for the June 15th meeting.
Most of the proposed changes in the
proposed 2012 schedule fall under general
engineering fees such as street openings,
and the planning department for subdivision and site plan review.
Stewards of the Public Interest
The City celebrated its history as a
volunteer government with its annual
meeting hosted by the Rye Historical
Society at the Square House. Former
Mayors, Council, and Judges as well
as current members of our boards and
commissions came together in honor of
our City Manager and volunteer form
of government. It was also a time to
acknowledge the Department heads and
show appreciation for their hard work.
Despite many challenges the City has
faced in its history, the volunteer government has served the City very well.
Visit the City of Rye Website at www.
ryeny.gov or contact me, City Council
members or the City Manager should
you need more information. Mayor Doug
French, mayor@ryeny.gov. Sign up for
City announcements through the City of
Rye listserv by signing up at our website.
Douglas French is the mayor of the City of
Rye.

THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Comptroller DiNapoli - Our Grim Reaper
by CARLOS GONZALEZ
Albany, New York -Is it just me who cringes
when State Comptroller
Thomas DiNapoli opens
his mouth? When I see the Comptroller
walk into a room, I look for the nearest
exit. I’m tired of cringing and I’m not
going to stomach anymore of it.
I won’t “like” him on Facebook. I do everything possible to avoid opening his emails.
That’s because when DiNapoli
speaks, it’s usually filled with grim news,
or he’s pointing out something desperately wrong with New York.
Just this week alone, DiNapoli
reminded us that disabled veterans are
being denied housing, a Long Island
village paid higher taxes than needed, a
joint investigation into a $224 million
project in Rochester has begun, and
he wants Chevron to clean up some
oil spill and settle a court case with the
indigenous populations living near an
Ecuadorian rain-forest.

Done. I’m tired of bad news. And
I’ll care about a South American rain
forest after we get some good news out
of New York.
I just wish Comptroller DiNapoli
would be normal, like all of the other
guys. He can start by showing up late
at scheduled events, not returning calls,
and can occasionally tell us a lie, maybe
get mixed up in some kind of scandal any scandal for crying out loud.
I would pay to see it.
Truthfully, I just don’t think
DiNapoli is capable of giving us any
good news, and he’s certainly not willing
to lie. Take his recent appearance in a
video supporting marriage equality, part
of the Human Rights Campaign.
“Common decency, human dignity
and basic equality are still in short supply
in New York,” DiNapoli said. “Until the
relationships of gay men and lesbians are
respected and recognized by New
Continued on page 17
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Comptroller DiNapoli - Our Grim Reaper
Continued from page 16
York State, we cannot call New York
a true democracy. Gay couples should not
have to jump through legal hoops just to
protect their loved ones and their property. New York should legalize same-sex
marriage now.”
For me, it’s not the message, but my
problem rests with the messenger. Do
we really want the Grim Reaper of state
finances as the poster boy for marriage
equality?
Like the Grim Reaper, this is the
“job” of Comptroller DiNapoli -- to put a
human face on the concept of death.

I’ve been looking for the Comptroller’s
response to whether the Independent
Democratic Conference - led by Senator
Jeff Klein - who indicated on May 11th
of this year that marriage equality passage
would earn NY an extra $391 million in
revenue.
The IDC used methodology established in “Love Counts,” a 2007 report from
the New York City Comptroller’s Office.
Well, where’s Comptroller DiNapoli’s
report on this key issue? Is Jeff Klein right,
wrong, can someone throw me a lifeline?
That’s not to take away from

LegalSection
Attorney General Schneiderman Announces Sweeping
New Initiative to Crack Down on Public Corruption
Attorney General Unveils Innovative Plan to Investigate
Earmarks, Contracts, and Other Government Spending Through
Cooperation with Comptroller New Initiative Aggressively
Enhances Powers of AG to Combat Crimes in Government
NEW YORK - Attorney
General Eric T. Schneiderman
today announced a sweeping
new initiative that will give the
Attorney General the authority
to investigate and potentially
prosecute any wrongdoing
involving government spending,
including member items,
contracts, and pension fraud. By
working with the Comptroller
to police public integrity in
Albany, the Attorney General is
building on his multi-pronged
approach to root out waste, fraud and
corruption in state government.
“As stewards of the public trust, we
are all responsible for doing our part to
crack down on public corruption with
every tool at our disposal. We need to be
smarter, faster and more efficient than
what current law allows,” said Attorney
General Schneiderman. “That is why it
is critical we close every loophole that
exists in current law as part of comprehensive ethics legislation. We need such
legislation now more than ever, and I look
forward to working with the Governor
and legislative leaders in the coming
weeks to do just that.”

The new initiative will
also expand the Attorney
General’s jurisdiction to the
state’s public authorities – a
shadow government that
operates out of the public
eye and often without
accountability.
Attorney
General
Schneiderman has made
restoring New Yorkers’ faith
in their state government a
top priority of his administration. Upon taking office,
he established a new Taxpayer Protection
Bureau to target corrupt contractors,
pension con-artists, and large-scale
tax cheats who rip-off New York State
government and its taxpayers. He
bolstered the Medicaid Fraud Control
Unit and has already secured tens of
millions of dollars in recoveries for New
Yorkers. And just last week in Rochester,
he began to fulfill his pledge to appoint
a public integrity officer to all 13 of the
Attorney General’s regional offices so
that citizens can feel safe reporting local
corruption to an independent prosecutorial authority.

DiNapoli’s marriage equality stance, or the
work of the Human Rights Campaign, an
organization representing a force of more
than one million members and supporters
nationwide.
Point is, there are some people that are
not meant to deliver news, especially when
it comes from an individual who’s always
delivering bad news.
I apologize, but during the writing
of my article I just received news from
Comptroller DiNapoli who warns that
high gas prices could slow the nascent
economic recovery and has touched every
aspect of the economy - from transportation, commerce and government services.
Comptroller DiNapoli’s report found

that the cost of driving a car in New York
was $1,646 between April 1, 2010 to
March 31, 2011, or $288 more than it was
during the previous 12 months.
The report comes as the Assembly
declined to take up the proposed gas-tax
holiday, which would have suspended the
state’s trio of gasoline taxes for the summer
holidays of Memorial Day, Independence
Day and Labor Day.
Now that’s more like it Tom.
Next week, an exclusive interview with
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer.
Albany Correspondent is authored by Carlos
Gonzalez exclusively for The Westchester
Guardian.
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Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone is Right on Every Issue
number to elect a titular hear to maintain
a moat of disregard for The People.
Today, as in the past, Mayor Amicone
concocts another circus act to diminish
the public from fully conceptualizing the
Transitional Financial Authority for what
it is. It is nothing more than a one-shot
instrument that guts the future power
of the checks and balances ordained to
be functional, and proven to be so, by
the Founding Father, for a Trojan Horse
that is the last required invitation for the
third Control Board to rule over Yonkers’
fiscal affairs. A Control Board would have
solved much if it were adopted under more
propitious times, perhaps a year ago. Not
now, when the $20 million bond would
not meet the “goals” set by the mayor, and
would further demand repayment that will
cost the city taxpayer even more.
Yonkers is bankrupt. Mayor Amicone
knows it. Yonkersites know it. Yet, Mayor
Amicone will not admit his failure. He
can not say he is sorry. He does not have
the strength of character to say he made
a mistake. He cannot apologize for his
“inside” team of misfits, liars, and law
breaking enablers. It works if you are a
“Friends and Family Network” cohort.
It’s all about the money. The only

imprint Yonkers has is The Westchester
Bank. Nothing else is functioning, The
Valley Technology Center is a failure, The
Roosevelt Ballroon and the Phillipsburgh
Performing Art Center are failed. The
Chicken Island Ballpark has lost its
feathers, the Yonkers Waterfront is barren
or in default to its creditor. Lawsuit after
lawsuit have failed in getting our “fair
share” of funding from Albany. The
Yonkers Parking Authority is bankrupt
but it still gives benefits to the “Family
and Friends Network” without batting
an eye. Those that rob the city of services
rendered skirt the law with claimed references to being made to pay but do not.
Their penalties are not made public. It is
one cover-up story after another.
There is no accounting from the
Yonkers Board of Education despite the
court ruling demanding it be handed over.
. The Inspector General, Dan Schorr is a
tool of Mayor Amicone. The Yonkers
City Council has also for too long gotten
along to get along with Mayor Amicone.
The Yonkers City Council will likely
NOT vote in favor of Mayor Amicone’s
FY2011-2012 Proposed Budget in the
first round. When it is returned after a
few line items get finagled, the whole lock,
stock and barrel, including the kitchen
sink will be approved by a majority of
enabling Yonkers City Council Members;
The People be damned. And so it we will.
So it will be written and so it will be done.

liberals outweigh their conservative counterparts in the mainstream media by a 5-1
margin.
Likewise, a 1999 North American
Academic Study Survey (NAASS) of
students, faculty and administrators in
colleges and universities throughout the
United States determined that five times
as many college faculty members vote
Democratic as Republican. In fact, 72
percent described themselves as “to the left
of center,” while a mere 15 percent identified
themselves as “right of center.”
One can only imagine that in the
ensuing decade, the ideological disparity
has increased. Ask any kid in the halls of
academia, and he’ll tell you, with few exceptions, that professor so-and-so is a liberal
so-and-so.
Still, liberals - or “progressives,” as
they prefer to be called - persist in laboring
under an embarrassing misconception: They
honestly believe they remain the nonconformists. It’s precious.
In fact, today’s liberals are nothing of the
sort. They compliantly conform - like little

windup, patchouli-daubed lemmings - to a
carnival-prize caricature of what they imagine
nonconformity to look like. You know, the
usual stuff: neo-Marxism, environmentalist
activism, sexual relativism, big-government
nanny statism, an actions-without-consequences rendering of reproductive rights, and
other such populist nonsense. Simply put,
today’s progressive nonconformist conforms.
Indeed, the “Stepford Wives” have
become the “Stepford Lesbians.” The
prudish, judgmental church lady has
swapped spots with the easy - yet somehow
self-righteous - birth-bashing feminist.
So what is a young person - brimming
over with that instinctive, defiant impulse to
rebel against “the man” - to do?
Well, in this up-is-down, spend-moneyto-save-money world, conservatives have
become the contemporary nonconformists. Today’s rebellious youth are telling the
progressive establishment to put its moralrelativist, redistributionist party-line pig swill
in its well-used chamber pipe and smoke it.
Kids: Really want to get under your
Continued on page 19

By HEZI ARIS
Yonkers Mayor Phil
Amicone will soon reluctantly depart from the
political scene in Yonkers
after almost 16 years of
ineptitude and crass disregard for the city’s
welfare. Does that make him a bad standard bearer? One thing for certain is that
he was never a leader. It was not a prerequisite. The “Family and Friends network”
wanted it that way. They were looking for
a gofer and they found him. He has met
every conceivable definition demanded
of him. He gutted out the old guard and
replaced them with a new guard. His
vindictive attributes were honed among
Yonkers elite. He changed the “family
and friends network” by his hand and that
“powers” that would bolster his resolve.
There are many who fell to their deaths
within the satanic halls of City Hall. To the
detriment of Yonkersites, The People who
hoped for his benevolence, were instead
cast aside for Phil’s “Family and Friends
Network.”
The People have been blamed for this
calamity. Yet The People are not to blame.
The People have fed lies and trash by the
political parties whose only interest is
patronage. It never was about governance

for The People. The political parties played
their roles well. They would kick one
person in the shins to stymie their agenda
because it spoke to The People and not
the party bosses. As they stumbled, the
“Family and Friends Network” standin was moved forward to become the
anointed one. The one The People did
not find credible; the one whose baggage
was laden with bad karma. But The
People were never part of the equation.
They were easily dismissed and shunned;
kicked to the curb without regard.
Those that would grovel at the taskmaster’s feet would soon learn they were
not welcomed. A kick in the face, and
a second in the derriere was often not
enough to dissuade the leeches that so
wanted to suckle on the city’s teets. The
more they were shunned, the more they
were determined to demean themselves
before Mayor Amicone, the leader of the
“Friends and Family Network.”
By being the largest employer in
Yonkers, City Hall could disregard the
overall concerns of the populace. Those
that worked for City Hall, counting their
spouse as a second vote, and many times
their adult voting children, and relatives
of the same, together were sufficient in

Conservative – The New Cool
By J. MATT BARBER
We all want progress, but if
you’re on the wrong road, progress means doing an about-turn
and walking back to the right
road; in that case, the man who
turns back soonest is the most progressive. – C.S.
Lewis
Comedian Jim Wiegand - aka “Jim
Wiggins, the last hippie in America” - is
a throwback to a bygone era. The hilarious
70-year-old wisecracker is known for, among
other things, a quite liberal worldview. He’s
also known for raising Joe Wiegand, his
rebellious, good-for-nothing son. Apart
from sharing both a sharp sense of humor
and mutual love and admiration, father and
son see eye to eye on little else.
Joe, a good friend of mine, isn’t a rebellious good-for-nothing in the conventional
sense. He’s a 40-something Illinois-based

GOP strategist, a
Teddy
Roosevelt
impersonator
without equal and a
buttoned-up evangelical Christian.
The elder Mr. Wiegand can’t figure out
where he went wrong. He jokes that when
Joe was a youngster, he once discovered
magazines hidden under the boy’s mattress.
He was shocked to find his son looking at
such smut: National Review.
Hippies once were the counterculture.
Liberals were the nonconformist rebels,
boldly wearing unwashed anarchy on tattered
sleeve. They loudly and proudly raged against
the establishment machine.
Today, they are the establishment
machine.
All of our ruling-class institutions academia, courts, government, media and
entertainment industries - are teeming with
closed-minded, hard-left ideologues who
seek to “fundamentally transform America.”
Consider that, according to the nonpartisan Pew Research Center, self-identified
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Conservative – The New Cool
Continued from page 18
obnoxiously “tolerant,” Volvo-driving,
MSNBC-watching folks’ skin? Try this:
Go to church, abstain from premarital
sex, join the Young America’s Foundation,
attend a Tea Party rally, enroll at Liberty
University, listen to Rush Limbaugh and
vote Republican.
You’ll have them writhing in their
Birkenstocks.
I’ve often said that President Obama
could either be the best thing to happen to
America or the worst. The best insofar as
this man’s policies are so radical, so extreme
that, in keeping with Newton’s third law of
motion, the “opposite reaction” might well
trigger Republican rule in perpetuity.
First, the bad news: So far, Mr. Obama
is the worst. Now, the good news: I believe
he has awakened a sleeping giant in the
millennial generation (ages 18 to 29). Today’s
counterculture is rejecting the tired progressive policies pushed by this president and his
secular-socialist sycophants.
For instance, a 2010 Marist Institute for
Public Opinion poll determined that nearly
60 percent of millennials believe abortion is
“morally wrong,” a nearly 10-point increase

over the more progressive baby-boomer
generation. The tide is turning.
Similarly, a recent survey from Harvard
University’s Institute of Politics found that
millennials are worried sick about their
futures. Yet President Hopey Changey and
Democrats in Congress continue to play
back-alley dice with their lives via incomprehensible deficit spending and a national debt
that swells annually by the trillions.
Do you think these kids won’t rebel as
the clouds quickly darken?
Winston Churchill once observed, “If
you’re not a liberal at 20, you have no heart;
if you’re not a conservative at 40, you have
no brain.” Liberalism is emotion-based and
rooted in soaring, knee-jerk notions of “social
justice.” Conservatism is logic-based and
rooted in reality.
Today’s rebellious youth have the heart
part down. I’m glad to see they’re developing
some brains.
Matt Barber (jmattbarber@comcast.net) is an
attorney concentrating in constitutional law.
He serves as Vice President of Liberty Counsel
Action. Facebook/jmattbarber / Twitter/@
jmattbarber (This information is provided for
identification purposes only.)
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Fight Crime: Invest in Kids
By ROBERT CASTELLI and JOHN BROGAN
Make no mistake, we need
police vigilance and tough
corrections in order to keep
communities safe. We know in
our respective roles as a New
York State Assemblyman,
criminologist and former state trooper for
20 years, and as Scarsdale Police Chief; that
reactive responses to crime are necessary, but
expensive. If we can reach young children
with help through early intervention, we can
set them on a better path that leads toward
a law-abiding life, instead of a prison bunk.
No individual is born destined to become
a criminal. It is possible to reach at-risk children and youth and get them on the right
track before they commit crimes in the first
place.
Research shows us that investing in
the earliest years of a child’s life can significantly reduce crime in the long run, saving
considerable taxpayer dollars. It costs New
York tens of millions in taxpayer dollars to
feed, clothe, secure and supervise our inmate
population. If we make the right investment
in high-quality early education today, we will
significantly reduce these costs.

The early years in a child’s life are a prime
opportunity to make sure he or she can arrive
at school ready to learn, develop and succeed.
High-quality early learning programs help
children develop valuable social and learning
skills, understand the difference between
right and wrong, and learn respect for their
peers and adults. Children are more likely to
enter kindergarten well-prepared academically and well-adjusted socially, which makes
a big impact on their chances for success in
school and in life.
Research from two long-term studies
shows that investing in early childhood
education can also cut crime and improve
public safety. A nearly four decade study of
Michigan’s Perry Preschool found that children who did not attend the high-quality
program were five times more likely to be
chronic offenders at age 27 than children
who did participate.
High-quality early childhood education
saves money in the short run by reducing
the need for special education, and repeating
grades that strain our school budgets. It also
offers substantial savings by cutting crim
Continued on page 20

Letter to the Editor
John Milton wrote in Paradise Lost,
“The mind is its own place, and in itself can
make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.”
One can read Glann Slaby’s columns and
walk away with great administration. Mr
Slaby has on occasion made mention of
his mental illness. If these be the thoughts
of a man who suffers from this afflication,
hen many of us should take a depp breath
and at times question our own state of

mind. The vicissitudes and challenges we
often encounter can at times cause many
of us us to question out own sanity and
sense of reality. Trial and tribulation are a
part of the life we lead, and it is up to find
the right path to peace and some happiness. There is verse from a poem that I
believe well well captures the moment:
Have courage in those darkest hours,
For there’s a sprit that transcends;
It is a source of unyielding and
enduring strength,
God, family and friends.
Bob Pascarella,
The Bronx, NY
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Fight Crime: Invest in Kids
Continued from page 19
and corrections costs. The Perry program
saved taxpayers an average of $180,000
per child served. Investing in early education is a whole lot cheaper than investing in
incarceration.
But there is a caveat. If we want results,
we need to set up programs that are of
high-quality, and provide an excellent early
childhood experience. If we want to reap the
long-term benefits of early childhood investments, including crime prevention, ensuring
quality is essential. Poor quality early care

programs can actually cause negative
outcomes for young children who attend.
That’s why it’s so important to ensure that
we are not only investing in early education,
but that we ensure that it is of high quality.
Law enforcement leaders across New
York State are calling on the state government to implement QUALITYstarsNY, a
proposed statewide comprehensive quality
rating improvement system (QRIS), which
is designed to improve the quality of early
care and education programs across the state.
QUALITYstarsNY would establish
uniform standards for early learning programs
as a basis for monitoring and evaluating

programs. It would provide support and
assistance to program providers to improve
the quality of programs and, through a rating
system of one to five stars, it would provide
reliable information to parents on what a
high-quality program looks like and where to
find good child care and preschool programs
in their community.
Decisions that we make today affecting
our kids, will have a long-term impact on
the safety of our communities. These early
interventions can help cut crime, save lives
and save money, but they require continued
support.
Support for early intervention is not a

soft-on-crime mentality: it’s a smart on crime
strategy. Investing in the lives of young children is not only critical for their success; it’s a
priority for all of us who value safer communities and a high quality of life.

ministers offered to share the capital of
Jerusalem, giving to the Palestinian state
that part of East Jerusalem in which
Muslims now live, retaining for Israel that
part of East Jerusalem in which 250,000
Jews now live and retaining about 3
percent of the West Bank in which about
300,000 Jews live. And most critical,
requiring all Palestinian refugees seeking
to return to be resettled in the new state of
Palestine. The Palestinian leaders, Yasser
Arafat and Mahmoud Abbas, turned
down the offers on every occasion. Also,
neither Arab leader has been willing to
state that they would recognize Israel as a
Jewish state – they having a Muslim state
– if and when an agreement creating two
states was entered into.
And that is the nub of the disagreement in my opinion. In my opinion,
Palestinians and their Arab allies have no
intention of ever accepting a Jewish state
in their midst. Many in the Muslim world
believe that every square inch of Israel
belongs to Islam and will someday be
theirs; they have no intention of accepting
the existence of a Jewish state. At best,
they will accept a temporary truce with an
entity called Israel which they will whittle
away at, later overwhelm and absorb in
the future.
There are those who will say how does
President Obama’s reference to boundaries in his statement of May 19, 2011
differ from that proposed by President
Bush. Both referred to the 1967 lines.
President Bush added language referring
to the facts on the ground, a reference to
the 250,000 Jews living in East Jerusalem
and 300,000 living on the West Bank. As
The Times of January 11, 2008 reported,
“By endorsing compensation for refugees,
Mr. Bush sided, at least indirectly, with an
Israeli view that the return of Palestinians
to Israel was unacceptable since it would

change the identity of Israel as a Jewish
state. Similarly, he endorsed the notion
of Israel as ‘a homeland for the Jewish
people,’ and ‘Palestine as a homeland for
the Palestinian people.’”
But even more important than the
phrasing is the lack of trust. Jews and
Christian supporters of Israel in the U.S.
and the Israeli people and their leaders
trusted President Bush with respect to
the U.S. commitment to Israel’s security
and believed they could rely on the U.S.
should Israel be once again attacked by
the Arab nations. They do not have confidence in President Obama’s commitment
to Israel’s security.
What should President Obama have
said to deal with these fears? He should
have first said that Israel will only be
called on to negotiate with the Palestinian
Authority when Hamas now an equal
partner with Fatah in the Palestinian
governing authority agrees to three
conditions required by the Quartet. The
Quartet, made up of the U.S., European
Union, U.N. and Russia, has stated that for
Hamas to gain international legitimacy, it
must: one, recognize the right of Israel to
exist; two, renounce the use of terrorism
and violence; and three, accept all prior
agreements and obligations, including
the roadmap. Further, President Obama
should have required of the Palestinian
Authority a public commitment stated
in English, Arabic and Hebrew that
upon conclusion of peace negotiations
and the signing of a peace agreement, the
Palestinian Authority will state it recognizes Israel as a Jewish state, which it has
continually refused to do.
If President Obama does not change
his position, I cannot vote for his reelection. I’ve already made clear I won’t vote
for some crazy who urges we jettiso
Continued on page 21

Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli (R, C – Goldens
Bridge) is a former New York State Trooper
who represents the 89th Assembly District and
is the former Chairman of the Criminal Justice
Department at Iona College.
John A. Brogan is Scarsdale’s chief of police and a
member of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids.

ED KOCH COMMENTARY

President Obama’s Hostility to Israel Continues
By ED KOCH
The issues in all of
the discussions on peace
between the Israelis and
Palestinians have revolved
around three major controversial matters: Jerusalem, with the

Palestinians demanding their capital be in
that city; and demanding a return of all
Palestinian refugees and their descendants
now numbering 4.5 million to the state of
Israel; and the lines of the new state.
The two pre-Netanyahu prime
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ED KOCH COMMENTARY

President Obama’s Hostility to Israel Continues
Continued from page 20
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid
as federal programs. I can stay home.
President Obama’s efforts to reassure supporters of Israel, at the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
on May 22 did not reassure me. Those
assurances reported by the Times “that

the United States commitment to Israel’s
long term security was ironclad,” rings
hollow, knowing iron breaks and was
broken back in March 2010.
Adding to the lack of credibility of
the process urged by President Obama on
this issue of secure borders is what Saeb
Erekat, the chief Palestinian negotiator

said, reported in the Times, “I am waiting
to hear from Prime Minister Netanyahu.
Does he accept the doctrine of two states
on the 1967 lines with agreed swaps or
not?” I believe the Palestinian Authority
with Hamas in the lead will not swap so
as to accommodate the continuation on
the West Bank of 300,000 Jews.
President Obama’s remarks have
lifted up the spirits of Palestinians, who
now believe he has given them the upper

hand. Supporters of Israel, Jews and
Christians, Democrats and Republicans,
now is the time to make your positions
known. Members of Congress, you are not
potted plants. Let the President know you
disagree with him. We must stand strong
for Israel in this time of great danger.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served
New York City as its 105th Mayor from
1978 to 1989.

TREND ALERT

Arab Spring + European Summer = World Winter of Discontent
By GERALD CELENTE
KINGSTON,
NY, May 25, 2011
-- The biggest
news this past
week was not the rape accusation scandal
embroiling International Monetary Fund
chief, Dominique Strauss-Kahn. It was
not President Barack Obama’s much ballyhooed Middle East speech, nor was it the
historic floods devastating the Mississippi
flood plain.
But these were the stories that preoccupied the US press. Whereas all were
certainly newsworthy – and a cut above the
usual obsession with the purely titillating
and violent – the most trend-significant
story of all got scant, or no coverage from
the mainstream media.
While the downfall of Strauss-Kahn
shattered his hopes to run for the French
presidency, the repercussions would be
mainly confined to France. His resignation
from the IMF, however, would have limited
consequences. A new chief will quickly be
found to replace him, and regardless of the
Strauss-Kahn rape verdict, the IMF will
continue raping countries that are forced
into accepting their “aid.”
As for Obama’s speech, it was essentially meaningless; many empty words and
more vague, unfulfillable promises that will
lead to no action of consequence.
Undoubtedly, the devastation wrought
by the violent weather patterns will be felt
severely by all those directly affected. The
physical and emotional toll on the tens of
thousands whose homes, businesses and
livelihoods were destroyed is incalculable.
Nevertheless, the consequences will impact
mostly those directly affected while the
spillover implications will only temporarily
affect the national, and to a lesser extent, the
global economy.
Trend Forecast: Should current

weather patterns become more a norm
than an anomaly, the socioeconomic consequences will prove long-term, far-reaching
and disastrous. Farming, shipping, seafood,
food supplies and petroleum refining will be
among the foreseeable casualties, accompanied by massive population displacement.
But the ensuing chain reaction (inflation,
shortages, unemployment, etc.) will claim
many other victims, which, at this time, are
unquantifiable.

The 800 Pound Gorilla in the Press
Room
Strauss-Kahn, Obama’s speech, tornadoes and floods notwithstanding, the
biggest news with the greatest implications
was the story with the least coverage. If you
watched the Sunday night network news
(ABC, CBS, NBC, etc.) you wouldn’t have
seen it. If you read the front page of The
New York Times, America’s self-described
“Paper of Record,” it wasn’t there either.
The most prominently placed story
with the biggest photo, that was obviously
intended to catch the reader’s eye of the
flagship Sunday edition, also bore testimony
to what the Times considered the news most
“fit to print”:
The Gossip Machine, Churning Out
Cash Appetite for Dirt Fuels a Growing,
Round-the-Clock Industry
To satisfy the Times’s own insatiable
“Appetite for Dirt” it devoted some 4000
words to an imbecilic, inconsequential,
lowest common denominator, supermarket
tabloid, junk news story on the growth
industry of celebrity gossip. Spread across
three pages and emphasized by eleven
meaningless and superfluous color photos,
the Times did what all the mainstream
media characteristically do: hawked sleaze
and justified it with the reasoning, “This is

what the people want.”
Perhaps it was this lust for lust that
accounted for the inability of the “Paper
of Record” to recognize a megatrend-inthe-making that was already reshaping
the global geopolitical landscape. To their
credit, however, unlike the networks that
ignored the story, the Times at least covered
it. According it less than 500 words and
relegating it to the Page 12 boondocks, its

innocuous headline read: “Despite Ban,
Protests Continue Before Spanish Vote.”
Anti-austerity/anti-big bank bailout
protests had been sporadically erupting
throughout Europe for over a year. But
these Spanish demonstrations signaled a
major turning point. It was the unrest and
discontent in Europe that led us to forecast
our “Off With Their Heads” trend that
would lead to revolts and topple governments (Trends Journal, Autumn 2010).
But European unrest was overshadowed
by the far more violent and widespread
Middle East and North Africa uprisings
Continued on page 22
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TREND ALERT
matter how many votes were dropped into
the ballot box, the result would be essentially the same. All the shouting, demands,
marches and strikes would accomplish
nothing without a responsive government
to address them – and this could not be
achieved through the current system in
which, despite the rhetoric, there was little
difference between the major parties.
Trend Forecast: The massive bailouts of
Greece and Ireland are already proven failures, and the Portuguese bailout will follow
the same path: more debt, higher unemployment, draconian austerity measures
imposed upon the people, and a wholesale

sell-off of valuable public resources.
Spain, the UK and Italy are next in line
to suffer the long-term consequences of the
economic “Panic of ‘08” … that has been
only temporarily assuaged by the trillions
pumped in by the central banks to keep the
financial system afloat.
Economic conditions will continue to
deteriorate for most European nations. The
worse they get, the louder and more heated
the protests will become. Entrenched political parties, unwilling to make adequate
concessions or yield power, will intensify
their crackdown efforts.
The youth-inspired Spanish demonstrations, sit-ins and camp-outs will serve
as a template for the equally disenfranchised

informative journey that begins with the
author’s description of his grandfather’s
medical practice in Canada, followed by
his father’s medical career that began in
Noranda, Quebec, “a tiny mining village in
the Canadian wilderness nearly 400 miles
northwest of Montreal,” but soon moved
to the United States, ultimately settling in
Denton, Texas.
Describing aspects of his own career,
Dr. Burgess writes about the way breast
cancer used to be viewed when he started
medical school in 1974. “Back then, there
was no screening per se. Once a woman
or her physician discovered a breast lump,
she was scheduled for a biopsy. Before that
biopsy began, however, the patient signed
a consent form for a radical mastectomy.
The conventional wisdom at the time was
that if you operate and the biopsy reveals
that the lump is malignant, you increased
the likelihood of dissemination of disease
if you didn’t proceed immediately to the
radical mastectomy. It made the whole
process unbelievably unsettling for women.
The statistics said most lumps were benign.
Nevertheless, we were asking women to
consent to and be prepped for a radical

mastectomy before we even knew whether
or not there was a malignancy.” Burgess
points to the progress that has been made.
“For example, when I started practice, if I
recommended a mammogram to someone,
it was an intensely emotional, even traumatic
event. The patient would go home and tell
her husband, ‘The doctor has scheduled me
for a mammogram. He must think I have
breast cancer.’ That was our old world. Now
we’re in a world in which mammograms are
considered routine.”
The congressman writes about the
huge rise in malpractice insurance rates
in the mid-1970s. “An increasing number
of Americans seemed to think catching a
doctor in a mistake (real or perceived), or
sometimes simply experiencing a negative outcome was tantamount to winning
the lottery or hitting the jackpot. A new
breed of plaintiff attorneys specializing in
suing doctors, hospitals and drug companies started amassing astonishing fortunes
by encouraging that very mindset.”
Stressing the need for tort reform, Burgess
writes, “Although the pockets of plaintiff ’s
lawyers get filled, this abuse of the court
system exacts costs that go far beyond

Arab Spring + European Summer=World Winter of Discontent
Continued from page 21
of late 2010 and early 2011. Unlike the
Europeans who still believed in the power
of their vote, Arabs, with only autocrats,
dictators and monarchs in control, had no
ballot boxes to divert them. They knew that
unless the system changed, nothing would
change.
As I had forecast in the Trends Journal
and repeated in media worldwide, it would
only be a matter of time before Europeans
would wake up to the same realization: the
system had to change. What distinguished this
latest round of Spanish protests from earlier
ones in Europe was that very realization; no

youth of other countries. In the absence of
an economic miracle, divine intervention …
or a fulfilled Doomsday Prophesy (in which
case all forecasts are off), expect protests to
mount throughout the summer of 2011 and
continue into 2012 and beyond.
One wild card that might derail the
demonstrations, quiet the discontent
and unite the people, would be one or
several terror strikes in European cities.
Considering NATO’s military actions
against Libya, revenge attacks are a distinct
possibility.
Gerald Celente is the Trends Journal publisher,
contact Zeke West, Media Relations, zwest@
trendsresearch.com 845 331.3500 ext. 1, for
further inquiry.

WEIR ONLY HUMAN

Doctor in the House
By BOB WEIR
The above title refers
to a recent book written
by Congressman Michael
Burgess, 26th District in
Texas. Dr. Burgess, who for 25 years was a
practicing physician (OB/GYN) in North
Texas, ran for Congress in 2002 against a
famous name in Republican politics. House
Majority Leader Dick Armey announced
in late 2001 that he would not run again.
His son, Scott Armey, the presumptive
heir to the seat, began campaigning for the
GOP nomination. Burgess, who relates in
the book the fire in the belly he experienced
after the 9/11 terrorist attack, began to seek
advice on how to run a political campaign.
One of his most enthusiastic supporters was
Texas State Senator Jane Nelson, who told
him he’d “be perfect.” With several other
aspirants in the race, Burgess ended up in
a runoff with Armey, but soon emerged
victorious in the runoff and the general
election. The book takes the reader on an

the jury awards and rising liability insurance premiums. The hidden costs to our
economy are staggering. More and more
doctors today at every level of the medical
system feel forced to practice what has come
to be called ‘defensive medicine,’ routinely
ordering unnecessary tests, referrals, and
procedures purely to protect themselves
against allegations of negligence. By some
estimates, nearly 90 percent of primary care
physicians admit to succumbing to the pressure to engage in defensive medicine.”
It’s easy to relate to what Dr. Burgess
says if you’ve ever been to a hospital to check
out a minor discomfort and found yourself
subjected to numerous procedures and
exams, culminating in a medical expense
that could bring on the ailment that the
tests just revealed you didn’t have. If you’re
a reader of non-fiction, and/or someone
who enjoys delving into the inner circle
of politics to learn how legislation like the
Obama healthcare plan became law, you’ll
thoroughly enjoy this book. The chapter
entitled, “Seven things your doctor wishes
you knew” is, in my estimation, some of
the most valuable nuggets of information
about health and the healthcare system that
you’re likely to find in your lifetime, unless
you’ve graduated from medical school and
have experienced political manipulationand
chicanery from a seat in Congress. Former
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich,
who wrote the forward, said, “This book
is a remarkable essay on life, medicine,
health care, politics and Congress. It is so
much more interesting and so much richer
in human experience than most health
policy books that I recommend it to every
American.”
Congressman Ron Paul, M.D., wrote,
“My colleague Michael Burgess has written
a compelling indictment of Obamacare,
Continued on page 23
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Doctor in the House
Continued from page 22
exposing how the legislation was rammed
through Congress with little understanding of long-term consequences. He
lays out a cogent argument that health
care, like any other service, is best delivered by markets rather than government
programs.” I’d like to congratulate Dr.
Burgess on his very compelling treatise. In it, we have a step-by-step guide
to saving the best medical system in the
world before it’s too late.
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the New York
Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which were performed
in plainclothes undercover assignments. During his
early years with NYPD, Bob earned a Bachelor of
Science degree, cum laude from New York Institute
of Technology. He retired as a sergeant after supervising patrol in Midtown Manhattan, the busiest
precinct in the country.He would eventually move
to Flower Mound, Texas, where he began a writing
career that started about 12 years ago having his first
book published in 1999. Bob went on to write and
publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in Black and
White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of Life and
Death,” and “Out of Sight,” are available at Barnes
& Noble, Amazon.com, Books-a-million, and other
major online book sellers. He also became a syndicated
columnist under the title “Weir Only Human”.
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
3/14/2011. Office in Westchester Co.
SSNY desi gn. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to The LLC P.O. Box 376
Great Neck, NY 11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
Park Scorpion, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/24/2011. Office
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The
LLC 8 White Lion Dr. Montrose, NY 10548.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
United Trade Alliance L.L.C. Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
3/7/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to The LLC 9-7 Nicole Circle Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: Spiegel & Utrera,
P.A., P.C. 1 Maiden LN, 5th Fl NY, NY 10038.
Ayrie Golden Eagle Strategic Holdings,
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 1/12/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to Corporation
Service Company 80 State St Albany, NY
12207. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: Corporation Service Company 80 State St Albany, NY 12207.
Z & Q, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 4/26/2011. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The
LLC 125 Westchester Ave #FS03 White
Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale duly filed on May 12, 2010, I, the
undersigned Referee will sell at public
auction at the Westchester County Courthouse, Lobby, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard, White Plains, NY on June
08, 2011 at 1:30 p.m., premises known
as 8 Waring Row, Yonkers, NY. All that
certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon
erected, situate, lying and being in the
City of Yonkers, County of Westchester
and State of New York, Section 2, Block
2027 and Lot 33. Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment Index
# 15748/08.SUPREME COURT COUNTY
OF WESTCHESTER, CITIMORTGAGE,
INC, Plaintiff, vs. VIOLET JARVIS, ET AL.,
Defendant(s). Daniel L. Pagano, Esq.,
Referee Berkman, Henoch, Peterson,
Peddy & Fenchel, P.C., 100 Garden City
Plaza, Garden City, NY 11530, Attorneys
for Plaintiff
BUONINFANTE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP,
NO. 2, L.P. Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 4/15/11. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LP upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to The LP 685 Esplanade Pelham Manor, NY 10803. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.
BOUNINFANTE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP,
NO. 1, L.P. Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 4/15/11. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LP upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to Barbara Buoninfante 685 Esplanade Pelham Manor, NY
10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Westchester Creative Arts Therapy
Projects, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/15/2011. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The
LLC 25 Constant Avenue Yonkers, NY
10701. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
Notice of Formation Arita Advisory Services, LLC Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY
4/28/2011. Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC whom
process may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 170,
Bedford, NY 10506. Purpose: all lawful
activities.
SC Barlow LLC Articles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/28/2010. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O
Seavest Inc. 707 Westchester Avenue,
Suite 401 White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
Notice of formation of R. Jaundoo Realty LLC. Filed with the Secy. Of State of
NY(SSNY) On 02/09/11. Office location:
Westchester County. SSNYdesignated as
agent of LLC upon Whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process
to the LLC, 4021 Paulding Ave Bronx NY
10466. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

SALE
SUPREME COURT – COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
LASALLE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
REGISTERED HOLDERS OF GSAMP TRUST 2005-AHL2, MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-AHL2, Plaintiff against
LENOX BLIDGEN, et al Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered on April 19,
2010.
I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at the Lobby of
the Westchester County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard, White Plains, N.Y. on the 22nd day of June, 2011 at 11:30
a.m. premises Beginning at a the corner formed by the intersection
of the westerly side of McClellan Avenue with the southwesterly side
of Vernon Avenue; Thence running northwesterly along said southwesterly side of Vernon Avenue 54.17 feet to the southeasterly line of
Lot No. 19, Block 7 on said map; Thence southwesterly at right angels
to said southwesterly side of Vernon Avenue and along said southeasterly line of Lot No. 19, Block 7, 94.50 feet to the northerly line of Lot
No. 25, Block 7 on said map; Thence easterly along said northerly line
of Lot No. 25. 6.03 feet to the northeasterly corner of said Lot 25, Block
7; Thence southerly at right angels to the last mentioned course and
through Lot No. 25 Block 7. 45 feet to a corner; Thence easterly at
right angles with said last mentioned courses and through Lots Nos.
24, 23, 22 and 21, Block 7 on said map, 100 feet to the westerly side of
McClellan Avenue; Thence northerly along said westerly side of McClellan Avenue 69.76 feet to the point or place of beginning.
Said premises known as 286 McClellan Avenue, Mount Vernon, N.Y.
10553.
(Section: 165.28, Block: 4047, Lot: 13).
Approximate amount of lien $ 548,267.38 plus interest and costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment and
terms of sale.
Index No. 13231-09. Frank C. Praete, Jr., Esq., Referee.
DeRose & Surico
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
213-44 38th Avenue
Bayside, N.Y. 11361
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