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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

As summer winds down, I for
one wanted to read at least
one book over the warm and
sunny months, did not get a
chance to, but did find some
time to put together another fun-filled
edition of “News and Notes…”
A hearty three cheers to Eugene
Lang of Yorktown as the Army has finally
decided to award him the Purple Heart for
injuries he suffered 44 years ago during the
Vietnam War.
The Hudson Chorale is looking for
new members for the 2012-13 season, I’d
join but as my mom used to say, I can’t
carry a note in a basket.
Support Connection’s 18th Annual
Support-A--Walk is set for October 7th at
FDR State Park in Yorktown. Proceeds
will help fund Support Connection’s
services and programs for those affected by
breast and ovarian cancer.
Local teenagers interested in theater
are invited to participate in a 10-week
program on Saturday mornings starting
September 22and at the Harvey School in
Katonah.
Our friend Terry Kean from the
Alzheimer’s Association is looking for
volunteers for their Westchester Walk on
September 30th; give her a call at 914-2536860 for more information.
The good folks up in Somers have
a new place to gather, as the former
Shenorock clubhouse has been converted
to the Somers Community Center.
And the Mount Kisco Planning Board
has unanimously approved a new childcare
center for 27 Radio Circle.
The Town of Bedford’s Tree Advisory
Board will celebrate the planting of two
sycamores on September 22nd, not to be out
done, we are celebrating seeding our lawn
later this fall…
Don’t play games with Lyme disease,
visit the Lyme Disease Diagnostic Center
for a free screening every Monday and
Thursday, 5-7pm through September at
the New York Medical College in Valhalla.
Westchester’s best chefs will prepare
an elegant five-course dinner with wine
pairings in honor of United Way’s 50th
anniversary at the Westchester Country
Club in Rye on October 3rd.

A bereavement support group for children whose parent of sibling has died, the
Tree House will meet every other Thursday
evening at the Presbyterian Church in
Mount Kisco, call 961-2818 for more
information.
Did you know that throughout the
Town of Bedford there are over 30 historic
burial grounds with the oldest dating back
to 1681? Unfortunately, many of them
have become overgrown, damaged and
forgotten. But thanks to our friend Jenny
Weisburger and the Friends of Bedford
Burying Grounds something is being
done to preserve this rich history. Most
Wednesday mornings this group is out
mapping, righting and washing gravestones and researching the genealogy of
Bedford’s oldest families. A huge thank
you to all involved.
The 10th Annual Police Officer Tom
Pisco Memorial Pound Ridge Car Show
will be held on September 15th at the
Pound Ridge Town Park with all proceeds
going to the Pound Ridge Lions Club and
the Northern Westchester Hospital.
The Westchester Community Art
School in White Plains fall classes start on
September 17th.
Join the Food Bank For Westchester
for their 22nd annual celebration of “An
Evening In Good Taste” to end childhood
hunger on October 18th in White Plains,
call 923-1100 for details.
The Community Center of Northern
Westchester in Katonah is dedicated to
helping neighbors in need by sharing the
essentials of living. This summer they have
been the lucky recipient of an abundance of
fresh fruits and vegetables from local farms
and gardens, keeping food pantry visitors
healthy and happy. As summer wraps up,
they hope to see more colorful deliveries,
from arugula to zucchini. Thanks to all
their local farmers for sharing their summer
bounty with our neighbors in need.
The last few weeks we have traveled
over the Tappan Zee Bridge quite a few
times, it is a bit beat up, and a new bridge
would be nice, just not sure where the $5.2
billion is coming from…see you next week
unless I’m stuck on the bridge.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.
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CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Presentations – Getting the Ideas Across
By JOHN F. McMULLEN

Most of us, in the
course of our working
life, must make presentations -- as teachers,
business folk, club
members, etc. --- and tools to enhance
presentations keep getting better and
better. A good presentation will: hold
the attendees’ attention during its
duration and give the attendees something to take away with them.
The earliest presentations simply
had someone getting up in front of
a group and talking. We are told that
Cicero, Marc Anthony, Abraham
Lincoln, William Jennings Bryan, and,
sadly, Adolf Hitler were great orators,
able to hold crowds “in the palm of
their hands.” The attendees, however,
had nothing but their memories to
take away from those talks (“hmmm ..
did Marc Anthony ‘come to praise Caesar’
or ‘come not to praise Caesar’? -- I was
standing in the back”).
A teacher in a classroom could
write on a blackboard so that students
could take notes -- but, often, college
professors would spend most of a class
writing on the board or reading from it
to the students -- in either case, facing
away from the students -- a sure way
to induce sleep.
The advent of the Xerox copier
gave presenters the ability to prepare
material for the attendees to take away
with them, a real value enhancement
for the presentation but, all too often,
these handouts would be given out at
the beginning of a talk, allowing the
audience to peruse them, often finding
them more interesting than the actual
presentation and encouraging discussions in the audience during the talk
-- “Did you see what he says on page 3?
Come on!” or “He’s only on page 2 and
there are 12 pages. We’ll be here all day.”

RULE: Handouts should be given out
at the end of a presentation, not the
beginning. The only exception to this
rule is an occasion where the presenter
wants the audience to follow along
with something, like a mathematical
problem as the presenter speaks. In
that case, the problem should be a
separate handout. Every business or
organization presentation should have
a handout, which MUST contain
contact information for the presenter.
Another presentation innovation was the “Flipchart” -- a giant
pad of paper on an easel on which the
presenter had written the major points
of the presentation to be imparted to
the audience, usually in the form of
numbered lists or “bulleted items” (it
is called “Flip” because the presenter
flips the completed charts over the top
of the easel to go onto the next chart).
The Flipchart approach is similar to
the use of a blackboard but does not
require the presenter to be writing
during the presentation.
Technology began to provide
aid to presenters when the use of
the “Overhead Projector” became
common. The presenter would prepare
printed “slides” on paper, usually with
large font numbered lists or bulleted
items and then copy them to transparencies (which, for reasons known
only to it, IBM called “foils” internally).
The transparencies would then be laid
one by one onto the overhead projector
and shown on a screen or white wall.
Another approach, used if the
same material was to be presented
many times, was to create actual
35mm slides that could be projected
by a slide projector. This process was
more expensive as it had to be done by
a service or by an inside photography
lab but had the advantage of high
quality color presentation.

The slides, of course, were the
forerunners of today’s “PowerPoint”
presentations. Easy to develop and
requiring only a computer connected
to a projector, PowerPoint presentations have become the standard
in todays business and educational
worlds.
Unfortunately, I have sat through
too many presentations based on
overhead projector and PowerPoint
technology in which the preparer /
presenter actually negatively impacted
her / his presentation through the use
of the technology. A presenter must
concentrate on making the presentation interesting and “grabbing” for
the audience rather than genuflecting
to the technology. In short, there are
a few rules that MUST be followed
when using Power Point technology:
NEVER stare or turn your back
on the audience at the screen -- face
the audience and have a screen or a
printout in from of you that you can
use to advance the slides; if you wish
to point at something on the screen,
stand to the side and use a laser or very
long pointer to specify the screen item
-- engage the audience!
Use BIG fonts that can be seen
from the furthest point in the room.
NEVER have more than bullets
on the screen (other than graphics
or videos). The bullets should cue the
presenter of subjects to be explained
in a manner that appears extemporaneous. NEVER JUST READ from
the slide.
So, just when PowerPoint has
become the standard and most
presenters have learned how to integrate graphics and web videos into
their presentations, Swedish health
care researcher and statistician
Hans Rosling released a desktop
version of the graphic modeling

tool, Gapminder (http/::www.
gapminder.org:). Developed by the
Gapminder Foundation it represents
the next leap in presentations -- All
one has to do is to watch Rosling’s
“200 Countries, 200 Years, 4 Minutes”
(http://www.gapminder.org/
videos/200-years-that-changedthe-world-bbc/) or “Religion and
Babies” (http://www.gapminder.org/
videos/religions-and-babies/) videos
to understand that the integration of
interactive data into presentations is
going to change static presentations
into active ones, providing for response
to questions through actual data
mining. The software may be downloaded at http://www.gapminder.
org/desktop/. Google has acquires
technology from Gapminder for
its Google Fata Explorer -- http://
www.gapminder.org/news/
google-launches-data-explorer/.
We can get a further feel for the
use of interactive graphics as a tool in
communicating quantitative information during this US election year
by regularly following Nate Silver
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Nate_Silver) ‘s “fivethirtyeight” New
York Time blog (http://fivethirtyeight.blogs.nytimes.com/author/
nate-silver/). One can not only look
at all trends but can “drill down” to the
actual data.
Hopefully, we will use this technology to make more informative and
interesting presentations such that
attendees will come to demand that all
presentations be of high quality.
Creative Disruption is a
continuing series examining the
impact of constantly accelerating technology on the world around us. These
changes normally happen under our
personal radar until we find that the
world as we knew it is no more.
John F. McMullen has been involved
in technology for over 40 years and has
written about it for major publications. He may be found on Facebook
and his current non-technical writing, a
novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New &
Collected Poems by johnmac the bard” are
available on Amazon. He is a professor
at Purchase College and has previously
taught at Monroe College, Marist College,
and the New School for Social Research.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Mona in USA
By SHERIF AWAD

In the aftermath of
the Egyptian revolution, many artists and
filmmakers dreamed
of more freedom of
expression; some gathered with former
Minister of Culture Emad AbouGhazy in order to demand positive
changes in the censorship laws. Others
participated in silent and peaceful
walks from the Opera House to the
People’s Assembly, right after the elections of its members, because of the

artists’ fears that the Islamic majority
would confiscate Egyptian creativity
into the future. And even before major
Egyptian star Adel Imam was put on
trial because his portrayal of Islamic
terrorists in his old films, many actors
and filmmakers, from the old and new
generation, revealed that they might
leave Egypt if the political system
became more dystopian. So the question expressed was what would be
the future of art after the presidential
elections?
In his talk show on Fararen
Channel, Tawfik Okasha asked every

Mona tov

Continued on page 5
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actor and singer in Egypt to seek
another job if the new president
comes to power. When Mursi
became president, Okasha
became the first TV host to be
sacked. Although the Muslin
Brotherhood wouldn’t say
they would cancel art practices, signs of new methods
of censorship are seemingly
on their way. There were
rumors that the National TV is
reviewing its entire Egyptian
film library circa the
black and white era
to cut all the scenes
involving
kisses
and bellydancing.
So it is time to
say farewell to
Samya Gamal,
Taheya Karioka and
Nagwa Fouad, to name
a few of our classic bellydancers. Rumor also has it that many
Brotherhood followers might venture
into film and TV production to promote
more conservative content. Last
year, media mentioned that
Ahmed Ezz would star in such
a new film genre and it appears
the film conjectured about is the
recently released Aziz’s Dream,
a comedy in which he plays a
corrupt businessman who is
visited by the soul of his father,
played by Sherif Mounir. Aziz
interprets the dream by explaining that he has
only 30 days until his death so he decides to
reconcile with all his former adversaries, and to
stop drinking alcohol and cheating on his wife.
The 90-minutes playing time of this “dream”

Cairo Time.
seemed to be an eternal nightmare of preaching
and guidance for the audience to ask for forgiveness of their own sins. Also, it surprisingly
features graphical visualizations of Heaven and
Hell, something that Egyptian Censorship used
not to allow.

Rising actress Mona Hala belongs to a
generation of promising newcomers in the
entertainment field. However, since last year, she
was considering leaving Egypt in order to study
acting and to venture into an international career
although she is still in the beginning years of her
career, marked by her starring roles in Lamba
Show (Lamp Show) and Rob’e Meshakel (Mixed
Quarter), two parody programs modeled after
Saturday Night Live in the US. Her follow-up
sarcastic show Monatov was so popular on
YouTube to such an extent, that it surpassed
one million views respectively for each of
its six episodes. However, her criticism
of the political and artistic figures after
January 25 backfired in her face.
Born Mona Egon Hala to an
Austrian musician and an Egyptian
mother, Hala started to perform on
stage when she was an elevenyear-old girl accompanying
her younger sister in
singing at the Cairo
Opera House. After
the twosome were
spotted and cast
in several TV commercials,
Mona was chosen to present
Yallabina (Let’s Go), a children’s
show that was aired on Channel 2 of the
national television system. The popularity of the show got Mona her
first award as Best TV Presenter
for Kiddy Show when she was
only sixteen. Her looks and
free spirit caught the attention
Mona
of veteran TV director Gamal
Hala.
Abdel-Hamid who cast her as
Hussein Fahmy’s daughter in
the 2002 series The Emperor.
At the age of eighteen,
Hala started to consider a serious acting career
through her studies at the Egyptian Institute of
Theatrical Arts. However, many friends advised
she earn a more respected degree and she came to
study German Literature while shooting roles in
cinema and TV.
But how did Monatov start? Last year,
Ahmed Fahmy, one of the producers of Rob’e
Meshakel (Mixed Grill) asked her to do an online
social commentary show about the January 25
Revolution because she was already in Tahrir
Square during the height of the turmoil, as well
as before and after. The name Monatov was a
combination of her own name and Molotov
because Hala’s presentation were considered
analogous to throwing jokes at everyone. The
first episode was about Mubarak and his regime,
the second was about the chameleon-like artists
who changed their loyalties in the nick of time,
while the third was about the overflow of patriotic songs and so on...
Although Mona proved herself a talented
actress through Monatov, most notably in Osama
Continued on page 6
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Mona in USA
Continued from page 5

Fawy’s True Colors, she was seeking a
career outside of Egypt since last year.
“I have my own reasons”, she says.
“Many key figures in the Egyptian
entertainment industry have two faces
and many colleagues are backstabbers.
When it comes to stars, many of them
don’t practice what they preach. That’s
why some of them created the term
“Clean Cinema” to pretend they have
virtues or because they feel ashamed
of roles they played on the screen and
needed to purify. In the past, people and
critics alike used to respect actresses

like Heind Rostom when she played a
femme fatale. Now, actresses find themselves too quickly cursed and insulted
in social media if they played any
similar roles. Post January 25, when I
criticized in Monatov, Egyptian teen
singer Tamer Hosny, who supported
Mubarak, and another singer, Amr
Diab, who kept his silence, and singer
Amr Mostafa, who switched his
loyalties in a week from being pro to
anti-Mubarak, their devoted fans, who
consider them as untouchable icons
started to attack me by posting clips
of my cinema roles on YouTube that
were expressions that were formulated despite having been based on
issues that had been conceived out
of context. Although comments are

open to everyone, on the Internet right
now, I think we Egyptians don’t easily
accept self-criticism and we suffer
from duality”.
Hala has finished shooting the
third season of Rob’e Meshakel that
parodied Mubarak’s former regime
and the governments that followed
after the revolution. “In each episode,
I will play more than one role in each
episode: a nurse in Porto Tora Prison
where the ex-regime resides, and
an uneducated woman called Om
Meshmesh who opened a satellite TV
in her house’s basement and so on”, she
says.
A couple of years ago, Hala landed
a one-scene role in the Canadian film
Cairo Time that was entirely shot in

Egypt with Patricia Clarkson and
Alexander Siddig. “It was the role of
Jameelah who meets Juliette, played
by Clarkson, while they were taking a
bus to Gaza. It was an opportunity to
work with international stars, a dream
I used to have a long time ago. The
movie helped to expand my acting
skills and to promote my name until
it reached Los Angeles, USA where I
landed a role in the new film 10 x 10. It
can be described as a hybrid between a
documentary and fiction, which brings
stories of 10 real-life girls, from ten
different countries, who are struggling to get an education in the face of
various obstacles.These girls present an
incredible array of voices, each striving
to make a better life for thmselves,

their families, and their country”.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a
film / video critic and curator. He is the
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the
artistic director for both the Alexandria
Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab
Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands.
He also contributes to Variety, in the
United States, and is the film critic of
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.
com/), in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website
(http://www.almasryalyoum.com/
en/node/198132) and The Westchester
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

EDUCATION

Clinical Pastoral Education at St. John’s Riverside Hospital
YONKERS, NY -- St. John’s
Riverside Hospital’s Pastoral Care
Department under the auspices of The
HealthCare Chaplaincy will be a host
for Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) is
an experience-based form of learning
that teaches the art and science of
pastoral care. The extended-unit CPE

program is open to seminarians, clergy,
members of religious orders, and laity.
Criteria include the ability to provide
spiritual care to others in stressful situations and to remain open to learning
through an action-reflection educational model.
Registration is now open for
both Full-Units and Half-Units for

a 20 week course from Wednesday,
September 19, 2012 - Wednesday,
January 30, 2013 (flexible weekly
schedules to accommodate applicants

who may have other work/seminary
commitments.). All units meet the
ACPE standard minimum of 400
hours in length (full-unit) or 240 hours
(half-unit). The cost of tuition is Full
Unit: $850 and Half-Unit: $400; with
a $50 non-refundable Application Fee.
To apply, use The HealthCare
Chaplaincy application form, available

at:
www.healthcarechaplaincy.org/
clinical-pastoral-education-cpe.html.
St. John’s Riverside Hospital should
be indicated as the clinical site on the
application form.
For more information please contact
Osvaldo Tañón-Maysonet, MDiv.
Chaplain/Associate Supervisor, ACPE
at 914-798-8883 or otanon@riversidehealth.org.

ENERGY MATTERS

Indian Point Unnecessary - State & Grid Operators Concur
By ROGER WITHERSPOON

Schenectady, NY – The
1,000-megawatt Indian
Point 2 nuclear power
plant could be shut
down when its license
expires in 2013 with no impact on either
system reliability or the electricity needs
of the New York City -Westchester
County section of the state’s electric grid.
But the region could face an electricity shortage and a stress on system
voltage if its nuclear twin, Indian Point
3, closes when its license expires at the
end of 2015 and no replacement power
is in place. However, projections are
that the region’s shortfall would be 750
megawatts – three quarters of Indian
Point’s production capacity – and these
could be made up by a combination of
new electricity generation, conservation
measures, and new or improved transmission capabilities, according to both
analyses.
These conclusions – that at least

one of the two reactors is no longer
necessary – were made in comprehensive, back to back analysis by the New
York Independent System Operator,
which regulates and runs the state’s
power grid and released its 97-page,
draft “Reliability Needs Assessment”
(RNA) last week; and the New York
State Energy Planning Board, which

on Friday released its111-page final
“Transmission
and
Distribution
Systems Reliability Study and Report”.
The two analyses differ only in terms
of their respective views of electricity
needs if IP3 shuts down on schedule
December 31, 2015.
The ISO, which has to deal with
the systems as they exist, rather than

what may develop, projects a worst case
scenario with a shortfall in 2016 if the
economy has picked up and electricity
usage is growing rapidly.
“Reliability violations would occur
in 2016 if the Indian Point Plant were
to be retired at the latter of the two
units’ current license expiration dates,”
the ISO report predicts. “Under stress
conditions, the voltage performance on
the system without Indian Point would
be degraded.”
That scenario would require
Consolidated Edison, the transmission company, to make up the shortfall
during peak periods with a combination
of targeted blackouts, service reductions,
or planned conservation measures. The
region’s peak daily usage is between
9,000 and 13,000 megawatts, with
higher summer demand driven by the
use of air conditioners. Indian Point
provides only 560 megawatts of the electricity transmitted in the area by ConEd,
and sells the rest in a market stretching

from Maine to Ohio. That is just five
percent of the electricity used by area
businesses, transit systems, and residents.
But the 2000 megawatts flowing
from the plants form an important part
of the carefully balanced electric grid.
That is why the ISO requires some
of that electricity must be replaced to
ensure system stability in the NYC-WC
sector.
The ISO projection continues that
if electricity usage grows at the current,
moderate pace, shortfalls would develop
after 2018; and if the economy is sluggish problems will not occur until 2022.
The ISO does not, however, state that
that means IP3 must remain open and
operating.
“Continued reliability of the bulk
power system during the study period
depends on a combination of additional
resources provided by market-based
solutions…” the ISO report states.
“However, the solutions submitted
to the NYISO for evaluation…does
not have to be in the same amounts of
compensatory megawatts of the locations reported in the Reliability Needs
Continued on page 7
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does not appear in the ISO assessment. lines. That is still not enough to tap all
That false story was widely circulated the electricity generated upstate.
Shutting down both nuclear
Continued from page 6
MW, as well as several proposed trans- Assessment, however, takes into account by media outlets such as the Associated
Press and the Journal News, WNYC plants, without either adding a replacethe
possibility
that
Indian
Point
2
may
mission
projects
that
could
bring
up
to
Assessment. There are various combiradio and NBC television, which appar- ment plant or new transmission, would
nations of resources and transmission 3,000 MW of additional capability into close at the end of 2012 and Indian ently borrowed from the Post and did overload the 345 kilovolt power line
Point
3
at
the
end
of
2015,
as
well
as
Southeastern
New
York
by
2016.
upgrades that could meet the needs
“In addition, Governor Cuomo several coal plants around the state not read the ISO report themselves. The in Pleasant Valley to 124 percent of
identified in the RNA.”
created
the Energy Highway Task because of higher operating prices due Journal News went so far as to errone- capacity in 2016 and 158 percent of
The ISO is currently developing a
ously declare that the report from the capacity in 2022, under the ISO’s worst
more precise assessment of what combi- Force in 2012 to address the infra- to new environmental regulations and State Energy Planning Board conflicted case scenario.
stiffer
competition
from
natural
gas.
structure
needs
of
the
energy
system
nations would be needed to replace the
“Southeastern New York, with the
But the stated needs clearly indicate with the ISO assessment. In reality,
in New York. The Task Force issued a
plants so the free market can step in.
the two are complementary, with the Indian Point Plant in service, currently
that
both
nuclear
power
plants
are
not
Request
for
Information
in
April,
2012
“A new plan envisions the possiPlanning Board accepting the ISO relies on transfers to augment existing
bility that Indian Point will be taken off and received responses from 85 private required under any scenario currently analysis and delineating how to meet the capacity,”the ISO report states,“and load
envisioned.
line,” said ISO spokesman Ken Klapp developers, investor-owned utilities,
growth or loss of generation capacity in
The two independent, authorita- projected needs would be met.
during a discussion at the agency’s financial firms, and other entities with
According
to
the
ISO,
the
state
this area would aggravate those transfer
control center in the Albany suburbs. 130 ideas to upgrade and revitalize the tive, unequivocal analyses will come as has a generating capacity of 37,707 limits.”
a
blow
to
Entergy,
owners
of
the
twin
state’
s
ageing
infrastructure,
totaling
“The market won’t respond to needs
megawatts which is sent over some
ConEd does have a “Demand
unless they are made aware of the needs more than 25,000 MW. Among those reactors on the banks of the Hudson 11,000 miles of major transmission Response Program,” in which compaRiver
about
25
miles
from
New
York
responses,
over
11,000
MW
of
new
in the future. Then we get the market
generation, dedicated transmission, and City.They also undermine the persistent, lines. The peak load so far this year was nies are paid to let the utility reduce their
and the political system involved.”
33,295 megawatts on July 18, near the electricity during peak periods. ConEd
The NY State Energy Planning other upgrades could be applied toward inflated claims of the plants’ media and end of a heat wave. In theory, since the is currently able to cut peak demand
business
community
supporters
that
the
a
replacement
for
Indian
Point.”
Board acknowledges the possible shortThe reason that Indian Point 2, the Indian Point Energy Center provides generating capacity is about 5,000 MW by 531 megawatts under that program.
fall, but expresses confidence the private
oldest
of the twin reactors, can close in 30 percent of the electricity used in the higher than the greatest daily need, there Significantly expanding that program
sector will step in to fill the gap, which
should not be a problem.
would reduce the amount of additional
it says stems from the retirement of 2013 with no problems stems from the area – when they actually provide just 5
In practice, however, there are electricity needed if both nuclear plants
percent
–
and
are
essential
for
continued
earlier
success
the
ISO
had
in
identimore power plants since 2010 than the
bottlenecks in the state system, with are shut.
growth. FeBruarY 23, 2012
fying energy Guardian
needs which were filled by economic
ThursdaY,
Page
The WesTchesTer
ISO26had anticipated, pulling some 700
limits on the number of transmis“If you can shave that peak
Two
weeks
ago
the
New
York
the
more
than
300
power
generators
in
megawatts from the system.
sion lines carrying electricity to specific demand,” said Klapp, “that’s fewer
Post
and
its
sister
publication,
the
Wall
the
state.
The
2005
needs
assessment,
“However, there are mechanisms in
In the last decade, ISO officials megawatts that you have to build.”
the regions.
first after the disastrous 2003
ADS Street Journal, falsely reported that
LEGAL
place that would adequately replace any the ISO’sCLASSIFIED
saidNOTICES
the New York City area has added
ISO
assessment
declared
that
the
region
northeast
blackout,
identified
3,105
deficiency related to the closure of the IP
some 3,000 megawatts of new genera- --Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters
Office
Space
FAMILY COURT
OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
blackouts”
if the
resources
thatAvailablewould be would suffer “rolling
units,” the report states. “New York has MW of new
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
tion and 1,650 MW of new transmission at www.RogerWitherspoon.com
Indian Point plants
closed.
That TOphrase
within
a $1800.
decade
to strengthen
In the Matter
of ORDER
SHOW CAUSE
Sq. Ft.:
Contact
Wilca: 914.632.1230
robust planning and regulatory processes needed1,000
SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE
s grid. The private sector added
that would automatically implement the state’Prime
Retail
- Westchester
County
Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),
1,200
MW
new
generation
and
made
THE WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY FOR
either market-based options or regulaBest Location in Yorktown Heights
A Child Under 21 Years of Age
Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C
with$3100;
extensive
in and 450 Sq. Ft.
Sq.rest
Ft. Store
1266 Sq.additions
Ft. store $2800
tory backstop solutions in the event a up1100the
Adjudicated to be Neglected by
NN-2695/96-10/12B HUMANISTIC JUDAISM
transmission capability.Store $1200.
FU No.: 22303
deficiency is identified.
Suitable
for
any
type
of
business.
Contact
Wilca:
914.632.1230
The 2007 assessment identified
Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
“In addition, there are a variety of
additions
needed by
Respondents.
X
HELP
WANTED
generation and transmission projects 1,800 MW of
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR
2016,
which
generated
projects
non profit
Performing
Arts Center new
is seeking
two job positions- 1) DirecRIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT
that are in different stages of devel- Ator
of DevelopmentFT-must
havein
a background
in development or expe22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE
providing
3,007
MW
a combinaopment that could provide adequate rience
fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experiYOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE
tion
of
new
generation
and
transmission
working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH
replacement power. For example, ence
good
knowledge
of
computers/software/ticketing
systems,
duties
include
PERIOD.
improvements or additions. Their 2008
since the 2010 RNA, the Hudson overseeing
all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby
UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHassessment,
which
called
for
2,350
MW,
Transmission Project, currently under staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
AS A RESPONDENT;
IF
SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER
16, 6:00 PM
system
and
willing to
organize concessions.
Full
time plus hours. Call (203)
drew
“market
solutions”
providing
3,380
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE
construction, will provide at least 320 438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER
THE NON-RESPONDENT
at the
Community Unitarian Church
MW.
megawatts of supply to New York City
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND
468 Rosedale
Ave., White Plains
As a result, the report states, “the
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO
MONTHS, THE
by mid-2013. There are also a number
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF
NYISO
Board
of
Directors
in
January,
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP
ANDRABBI
CUSTODY OF THE
CHILD FOR THE
WITH
FRANk
TAMBUREllO EXPlORING
of projects in the NYISO queue,
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN
including generation projects proposed 2011, indicated that the system was reliTHE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. THE THEMES “RECOllECTION, REFlECTION,
in Southeast New York that may come able and no solutions were necessary…”
ANDCUSRENEWAl”
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.
into service by 2015, adding up to 2,000 at that time. The new Reliability Needs

Indian Point Unnecessary - State & Grid Operators Concur

ROSH
HASHANA

INVITES YOU
TO A HUMANIST INSPIRED
ROSH HASHANA SERVICE

Music by Prof. Ruth levy-Schudroff,
Michael Iannucci, guest singer, and our choir.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify
address(es)]:

Family Service
Monday, September 17, 10:30 am

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

Guardian Advertising
(914) 562-0834

Yom kippur and Break-the-Fast
Wednesday, September 26, 4:00 pm

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

There is no charge but
donations are always welcome.

Succoth, Sunday
September
30, 4:00 pm
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawWe yer,
areandan
and
if theopen
Court finds
you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer
assigned by the Court.
RSVP BEFORE 9/12 To
welcoming
congregation.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place
CHARlOTTE
klEIN-914-218-8535
above, available.
the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.
Babynoted
sitting
or
e
mail:
charlotteklein48@verizon.net
Dated: January 30, 2012
BY ORDER OF THE COURT
CLERK OF THE COURT
school information: info@wchj.org
2 column

Get Noticed

1 column

Get
Noticed

914-562-0834
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America’s Next War
By Dr. NASEER ALOMARI

All indications are
that the Obama
Administration
will
become more visibly
involved in the Syrian
conflict. News reports show consistent,
indirect involvement in supporting
the Syrian opposition by encouraging
Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries

to provide the Syrian Free Army with
weapons supplies and logistical support.
If President Obama is to be
re-elected, the Syrian question will
be central to America’s foreign policy
in the region for the next several
years. The Syrian problem is much
bigger now than a popular revolution
against an oppressive regime, which
America can choose to stay out of. As

more countries become involved in
supporting Syrian President al Assad’s
regime, the issue now is a regional
conflict aimed at America’s presence
in the region. Iran is involved in the
conflict, as is the Iraqi government;
both are supporting the Assad regime
for sectarian, as well as political reasons.
Therefore, what we essentially have is
a proxy war between pro- and antiAmerican forces in the region similar
to the regional cold war conflicts
which America was involved in for
strategic reasons.

If the Obama Administration’s
foreign policy team decide to counter
the Russian-Chinese-Iranian axis in
Syria using the popular Arab support
for the Syrian revolution, the United
States will find itself in the middle
of a serious sectarian conflict which
could escalate into a full-fledged
confrontation between several countries simultaneously. Israel will also
be dragged into the conflict, if not
becoming central to the conflict.
The United States is about to start
a new era in its involvement in the

Middle East. The struggle for a strategic position in the region will cost
more American blood and money.
Turning away from the conflict is not
possible because of the vital American
interests throughout the region.

to uncover the plants during the day or
for watering.
Increase the ease of seasonextending fabrics with low and tall
frost pop-up covers and plant protection frost covers from Gardener’s
Supply. The frames are fitted with
all-purpose garden fabric to create
protective tents. You can protect new
plantings and extend your harvest by
protecting plants down to 24 degrees
Fahrenheit.
So with a little preparation you
can keep enjoying fresh-from-thegarden flavor long past the traditional
end to your harvest season.

Frost Pop Up Covers.
built in ventilation. Originally made
of glass many of the newer cloches are
plastic, making them more affordable,

easy to stack and portable.
You can make your own cold
frames. Many gardeners convert
discarded windows, a bit of lumber and
nails into a homemade shelter for their
plants. The window size usually determines the size of your cold frame. Just
make sure you can reach all the plants
inside. For best results your frame
should be higher in the back then the
front so water and melting snow can
drain off. And, if possible, facing south,
for better warming. The Internet and
garden books are filled with plans.
I prefer the construction-free, allpurpose garden fabrics. Simply drape
these floating row covers (seasonextending fabrics) over your crops.
Anchor the edges with rocks, boards,
or wire wickets. The fabric traps heat
around your plants, but allows air, light
and water through so there is no need

Dr. Naseer Alomari is a political analyst
whose linguistic capacity and familiarity
with people in the region, coupled with
his role as a principal in Yonkers and
American educational background makes
him the perfect translator for our audience.

GARDENERS’ QUESTIONS

Extend Your Garden Enjoyment

Strategies for Growing Edibles Later into the Season
By MELINDA MYERS

Don’t let fall or
potentially
frosty
temperatures stop you
from enjoying gardenfresh produce. Extend
the nutritional value and homegrown
flavor into your fall and early winter
meals with the help of short season
crops and season extending strategies.
Lettuce, spinach, radishes, turnips,
and beets are quick to mature from
seed to harvest. Plus, the cooler
temperatures enhance their flavor.
Simply count the number of frost-free
days left in your growing season and
compare it with the number of days
from planting to harvest listed on the

seed packet.
Protect these late plantings
and other vegetables from chilly
fall temperatures with cloches, cold
frames, and floating row covers. Many
of these devices have long been used
by gardeners to jump start the season
in spring and extend it much later into
fall. These devices trap heat around the
plants, protecting them from frosty
temperatures.
Convert gallon milk jugs into
garden cloches for individual plants.
Remove the bottom of the jug and
slide it over the plant. Use the cap to
capture heat or remove to ventilate
your homemade cloche on sunny days.
Or purchase reusable cloches with

For more gardening tips visit www.
melindamyers.com
Melinda Myers holds a master’s degree in
horticulture, is a certified arborist, a TV/
radio host, author and columnist.

HISTORY

Chronicles of Croton’s Bohemia: Setting the Stage
By ROBERT SCOTT

In the early decades of
the 20th century, the
sleepy northwestern
corner of Westchester
County underwent a
rapid transformation.
After 13 years of construction, the
imposing New Croton Dam opened

in 1905. It supplanted and submerged
the former Croton Dam dating from
1844 when the Croton Aqueduct first
brought water to New York City.
Actually located in the town of
Cortlandt, the 107-year-old New
Croton Dam is well worth a visit. The
second largest cut-stone structure in
the world after the Pyramids, this

largely overlooked tourist attraction
never ceases to amaze and awe visitors.

Clifford Harmon

In 1903, Ohio real estate developer Clifford Harmon purchased
a large section of the original Van
Cortlandt property in Croton from
surviving Van Cortlandt descendants.
Fresh
from

developing a new community in
Pennsylvania’s Upper Darby Township
outside of Philadelphia, Harmon knew
it would be easier to sell unimproved
lots on the installment plan than to sell
completed houses.
The year before, Harmon had
purchased a former farm outside of
Philadelphia. Naming his planned

Before speaking to the police... call

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions.

T. 914.948.0044
F. 914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

development of this large parcel East
Lansdowne, he divided the land into
lots priced between $160 and $440,
with $2.00 down and weekly payments
ranging between $1.00 and $2.20.
There were no taxes, no mortgages
and no interest for a year. By July of the
following year, many lots had been sold
and 30 lot owners had already built
homes.
Harmon was determined to
repeat his Pennsylvania success in
Westchester. In 1907, with lots tightly
laid out on his hilly Croton terrain, he
was ready for customers. Advertising
heavily in New York City newspapers,
he plastered his ads with copies of telegrams from notable figures in opera
and the theater and ran special trains
from the old Grand Central Terminal
to the community he shamelessly
named Harmon-on-Hudson.
Continued on page 9
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Chronicles of Croton’s Bohemia: Setting the Stage

Continued from page 8
In small type in his ads was the
word “restricted,” a common code
word of the day indicating to wouldbe buyers that certain types considered
undesirable would be excluded from
buying lots.
Aiding Harmon’s sales pitch
was news that the New York Central
Railroad would be electrifying the
main line all the way to Croton. This
did not happen, however, until 1913,
in conjunction with the opening of the
handsome present-day Grand Central
Terminal.
Through the years, the eclectic
collection of architectural styles that
make up the Harmon community
continued to grow, eventually having
its own post office, churches, volunteer
fire department and shopping area.
An aviation pioneer, Clifford
Harmon would later develop other
Westchester communities including
Pelhamwood, Larchmont Gardens
and Shore Acres in Rye.
Incorporated in 1898, the village
of Croton-on-Hudson annexed
Harmon, Mt. Airy and Oscawana in

The U.S. Army Air Corps had not
yet been formed when Clifford
Harmon joined the aviation section
of the Army’s Signal Corps in 1916.
In 1926, Harmon established
the famous Harmon Trophies
for achievements in aviation.
1932. Loyalties die hard. Many older
Harmon residents still stubbornly
insist on referring to their community
as Harmon, not Croton.

Prospective lot buyers arriving by special train at Clifford Harmon’s planned
development in Croton-on-Hudson in 1907. He insisted that the New
York Central Railroad name its future station here Croton-Harmon.

Ralph Waldo Trine

At the same time seekers of cheap
land were flocking to Harmon’s new
development, the Mt. Airy neighborhood just outside the village of
Croton briefly attracted members of a
religious sect called the New Thought
Movement.
Begun in the early 19th century,
the movement included individuals

who shared beliefs about such concepts
as positive thinking, healing, creative
visualization and the life force, all
leading to personal self-knowledge
and power. Many of its early founders
and teachers were women.
Best known of its members was
prolific author Ralph Waldo Trine.
His best-selling work, In Tune with
the Infinite, was first published in 1897

(and is still in print).
Land was cheap, and Trine had
an enormous appetite for land. After
purchasing large sections of Mt.
Airy and attracting a small colony of
followers, he abruptly decamped for
sunny California.
The stage was now set for
the influx of bohemians, socialists,
communists and anarchists who would
travel north from Greenwich Village
and create a bohemia in Croton at
the beginning of the war in Europe
in 1914. Land—mostly hardscrabble
farms and apple orchards—was still
cheap, and New York City was only an
hour away by train.
To place Croton’s bohemia in
perspective, an exploration of bohemia’s early colorful history is useful.
“Bohemians” was a French term for
gypsies, based on the mistaken belief
that their original homeland was
Bohemia. The name was attached to
the artists of the Latin Quarter of Paris
in the 1840s--derisively at first and
later in envy.
The romantic tales of French
writer Henri Murger about Paris’s left
bank inhabitants, serialized in 1845
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

and published in book form as Scènes
de la Vie de Bohème in 1851, portrayed
them as highly principled individuals
who rejected middle-class morality,
had contempt for money and practiced
alternative work habits and domestic
arrangements.

Henry Clapp, Jr.

The American who brought
bohemianism to New York City was
a New England Yankee, Henry Clapp,
Jr. After having lived in Paris for several
years, Clapp arrived in Manhattan in
the mid-1850s and soon gathered a
coterie of like-minded bohemians
around him.
These included Fitz Hugh
Ludlow, one of the few native New

Yorkers in his group. Ludlow wrote
The Hasheesh Eater describing his
cannabis use and portraying an active
drug scene here.
Women in Clapp’s group included
independently wealthy writer Ada
Clare from Charleston. Known as the
“Queen of Bohemia,” she scandalized
respectable citizens by sending editors
verses about fiery love.
She also insisted on bringing her
illegitimate son Aubrey with her everywhere. Rumor had it that the child’s
father was Louis Moreau Gottschalk,
a celebrated pianist, composer and
womanizer.
Another regular in Clapp’s group
was Walt Whitman, former editor
of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. His
outspoken Democratic politics did not

sit well with the paper’s conservative
owners, and he soon found himself out
of a job.
In 1855, Whitman self-published
800 copies of a slim book of his poems
entitled Leaves of Grass. Despite
Whitman’s strenuous efforts in
reviewing and promoting his book,
readers found it scandalous. It sold
only a few hundred copies.
Whitman was forced to return
to journalism in 1857 and became
editor of the Brooklyn Daily Times. In
1858 Clapp founded the New York
Saturday Press, a weekly with a radical
approach to art and politics that touted
new American writing, particularly
Whitman’s robust work.

Charlie Pfaff’s Cellar

The Clapp group found a watering
hole when rotund Charles Pfaff, a
German Swiss immigrant, opened a

basement beer cellar and restaurant at
653 Broadway, just north of Bleecker
Street.
Modeled after the rathskellers
popular in Europe, Pfaff ’s establishment offered what was arguably the
best coffee in town plus hearty German
beers, fine wines and imported cheeses.
Beneath the sidewalk at the far end
was a vaulted “cave,” illuminated from
above by daylight filtered through
small glass inserts in the sidewalk.
Here Pfaff installed a long communal
table reserved for Clapp’s group.
Whitman called Charlie Pfaff “a
generous German restaurateur, silent,
stout, jolly and I should say the best
selector of Champagne in America.”
Constantly troubled by financial
problem, Clapp’s weekly suspended
publication during the Civil War
and did not resume until 1865. The

following year Clapp published Mark
Twain’s classic story about the jumping
frog of Calaveras County.
Whitman would leave New
York in 1862 for Washington to work
in Union hospitals. Charlie Pfaff ’s
building was demolished in 1870,
and he moved his restaurant uptown.
Poverty-stricken Henry Clapp died in
an asylum on Blackwell’s Island (now
Roosevelt Island) in1875.
The forthcoming series on
Croton’s bohemia will explore some of
the fascinating radical personalities of
the early 20th century and their legacies--too often overlooked in today’s
humdrum world.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book
publisher and local historian. He lives
in the Harmon section of Croton
on-Hudson, N.Y.

LABOR

Westchester CSEA Members Support White Plains Marine and Fellow Soldiers
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- U.S.
Marine Lance Cpl. Dayvon Smith, a
White Plains native, and soldiers in his
Marine Corps unit are the benefactors
of a care package drive organized by
Smith’s mother Sonya Smith’s union,
CSEA Westchester County Local
860.
After learning that Dayvon, a
2010 White Plains High School
graduate, was deployed to the Middle
East, members of the CSEA Local
860 Community Action Committee
decided to show their support for
Dayvon and his fellow Marines by
filling numerous boxes with snacks,
movies, toiletries and other items and
mailing them overseas.
“We are so grateful for service

Preparing care package items for mailing were (from left) Local 860
Secretary Valerie Simmons, Sonya Smith, and Local 860 4th Vice President
Gina Pelliccio. Not pictured is Local 860 Treasurer Adele Herzenberg.

POLICE

Mini Sub-Police Precinct Ready for Operation
MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The
new Mount Vernon Sub-Police
Precinct located in Levister Towers
is scheduled for a grand opening on
Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 11:00
am. The opening will be held in the
new Sub-Precinct’s 70 West 3rd Street
location. Police personnel will immediately begin working out of it.
Police Commissioner Carl Bell
is ready to have officers serving the
community from the location. “The

area itself represents a cornerstone
of the community with the Doles
Community Center, senior housing
and an active fire station within a
block of the sub-precinct. One of our
primary activities this year is high
visibility in troubled areas and with the
precinct’s opening, this accomplishes
that goal.”
In 2010 when Levister Towers
changed ownership new management began negotiations to increase

police presence in the area. Although
the buildings improved internal security, neighborhood residents and
business owners complained that the
lack of effective police presence in the
area was reducing quality of life for
residents because although the buildings composition had changed, some
outsiders involved in criminal activity
still frequented the area.
Police officers will now be on site
Continued on page 11

men and women like Dayvon, so we
decided to show that appreciation by
sending them some of the comforts
of home,” said CSEA Local 860
President John Staino. “This is the first
year we’ve undertaken military care
packages as one of our service projects, but it’s a tradition we intend to
continue.”
Dayvon has served in the Marine
Corps for the past two years. During
his high school career, he played football for White Plains High School and
volunteered in the community. While
he is currently deployed, his last duty
station stateside was Camp Lejeune,
N.C. Sonya Smith is a CSEA member
through her job as a security guard at
White Plains High School.

The items for the care package
were purchased from fundraising
proceeds. A donation of dental care
products came courtesy of Carmine
DiBattista of DiBattista & Associates.
CSEA Local 860 represents nearly 12,000 workers across
Westchester County who provide
essential public services via county
government, our cities, towns,
villages, school districts, libraries
and Westchester Medical Center. In
recent years, the Local’s Community
Action Committee has overseen food
drives for area community centers.
The group’s latest project is a school
supply giveaway.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

Movie Review:
“Premium Rush” (+)

an Hispanic bike messenger, Vanessa
(Dania Ramirez), who is Wilee’s
love interest; and Bobby (Michael
Shannon), a corrupt cop with a
gambling problem who borrows
money from Russian money lenders
to pay off his debts.
When Wilee is chased by a traffic
cop on a bike, they travel from upper
Manhattan in Harlem, including
Columbia University’s campus, to
lower Manhattan and Chinatown. In
need of help at one point in Chinatown
when threatened by Bobby, he calls on
his fellow bikers who swarm the area.

“Premium Rush” is a light, fun
movie that will probably become a cult
flick. The performances of the entire
cast are very good. I think you will
enjoy it.
The swarmed area is a block
away from my favorite restaurant in
Chinatown: The Peking Duck House
at 28 Mott Street. If you haven’t eaten
there you should give it a try. Order the
Chinese cabbage, eggplant with pork
and, of course, the Peking Duck. The
meal will cost you about $30.00 per
head including beer, and will provide a
truly memorable feast.

Movie Review:
“Little White Lies” (+)

acknowledged that “one of the biggest
inspirations for the movie is The Big
Chill.”
This picture involves about a
dozen friends who apparently do a
lot of partying together in Paris. The

first powerful scene occurs when
Ludo (Jean Dujardin), in a drunken/
cocaine state, departs a nightclub on
his scooter and collides with a truck.
His friends abandon him in a hospital
and continue with their plans to visit

The story of this film requires
a little suspension of belief and it
really isn’t that important. It’s the
bike chase scenes through the streets
of Manhattan that make it a terrific
picture.
The lead character is a bicycle
messenger, Wilee (Joseph GordonLevitt). Other cast members include
an Asian girl, Nima (Jamie Chung),
who is paying a huge sum of money to
Chinese smugglers to get her mother
and son into the U.S. from China;

In his New York Times review
of this film, Stephen Holden states
the director, Guillaume Canet, has

the legend of the

FROZEN WOMAN
After a car accident left her with pain in her neck and back, her quality of life
suffered. She had fusion surgery in her lower back, and her back pain was
relieved – but her mobility was frozen. A couple of years later, when her neck
pain became unbearable, she learned she would need surgery again. But she
didn’t want to give up even more mobility. So she went to Phelps Memorial
Hospital Center. The cause of her neck pain was correctly diagnosed and she
had artificial disc replacement surgery – the most advanced procedure available
for relieving painful disc conditions while preserving mobility.

Find out if you’re a candidate for artificial disc replacement for your
neck or back condition. phelpshospital.org/spine • 1 888 888-2311
Get better. Here.
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Mini Sub-Police Precinct
Ready for Operation
Continued from page 10
daily, particularly during high crime
periods, to provide an additional layer of
protection for the residents of the complex
and surrounding neighborhoods.
“We will have officers assigned
to an area that needs attention. The
officers will have the opportunity to
develop better relationships with the
people living there and that will help
all of us do our jobs to create a better
community. Building this type of
relationship is essential if we are to
improve life in troubled neighborhoods”, said Mayor Ernest D. Davis.
Community policing and Patrol
Task Force Units will be housed in
the new precinct. Foot patrols will be
dispatched from the location as well.
Neighborhood residents will also be
able to file crime reports and request
community policing services including
assistance with neighborhood watch
organizing.
Residents, churches, and neighborhood businesses, groups and
associations are welcome to drop off
suggestions and crime tips.
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the leader of the group, Max (Francois
Cluzet), at his seaside vacation home.
Another dramatic scene involves
Max and Vincent (Benoit Magimel), a
Continued on page 12
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THE SOUNDS Enrico Crivellaro
OFBLUE “Freewheelin”
By Bob Putignano

By BOB PUTIGNANO

Continued from page 11
married doctor with children. Vincent
confesses to Max that while he does
not think he is homosexual, he is
obsessed with Max’s physical appearance. The latter is insulted.
During the remainder of the film
other such issues and confrontations of
a sexual nature occur. Little white lies
refers to the denials of these friends
to one another about their individual
conflicts.
I enjoyed this film, which is in
French, with English subtitles. The
only problem I had with it was that
the subtitles kept fading in and out so
I didn’t catch all of the dialogue. I just
wondered what I had missed.
Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn
more: http://www.mayorkoch.com/.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch
served as a member of Congress from
New York State from 1969 through
1977, and New York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

I thought it would be difficult for
Enrico Crivellaro to one-up his
previous “Mojo Zone”but I was wrong.
The good news here is that not only
has Crivellao kept to task here, he’s
also matured and grown. For example
it takes a lot of courage to cover Duke
Ellington’s “In a Sentimental Mood”
yet Crivellaro pulls it off more like a
well-seasoned veteran guitarist who
one would think might be many
decades older than the forty-one year
old youngster he is. But than again
Crivellaro is a true student of his craft
who has gone through great lengths
to educate himself about all guitarists,
that’s largely evident on “Freewheelin’”
Twelve tracks are included,
seven are authored or co-authored
by Crivelaro, three are written by his
ace keyboardist Pietro Taucer, plus
the aforementioned Ellington piece,
and one by Earl Hooker. It’s another
instrumental outing which is fine by
me, where it’s apparent that Crivellaro
and company are getting very savvy in
the recording studio.
“Blackout” opens and sets the
tone of the disc, it’s a marvelous romp
and workout for the entire band
with hints of his mentor Ronnie
Earl. “Super Cooker” is high-flying,

more towards a jazz vamp with blues
undertones, checkout Crivellaro’s
Wes Montgomery nods, as he shifts
smartly from jazz to blues at breakneck speeds, kudos to Taucer’s B3
work who co-authored this gem with
Crivellaro. “Chulahoma” simmers and
burns. The haunting “Forever Free (for
Gregg and Duane)” by Taucer doesn’t
reflect the Allman’s stylistically, but
it’s drop-dead gorgeous, and a perfect
late-night track that would have fit
well on late-night FM radio back in
the day, brilliant! Crivellaro’s “One For
Lucy” is yet another jazz-blues guitar
B3 stomp with superb shifting riffs
that could work well for high-speed
driving. Taucer’s funky “Popcorn Jack”
could have been covered on a Tommy
LiPuma Blue Thumb session from
the 70’s, with dynamite piano and
B3 from Taucer who trades-off with
himself and Crivellaro who at times
sounds a bit like Larry Carlton, note
Simone Serafini’s creative bass-work
here too. Taucer scores again on his
soulful “T-Soul” a perfect vehicle for
Crivellaro’s tasty fret-board work,
Taucer’s sumptuous keys changing
between piano to B3. Crivellaro’s tears
it up on Earl Hooker’s “Universal Rock”
whew! “Hymn to King Solomon” as in
Burke, is frighteningly intense, and

serves as an appropriate-emotional
tribute to the Bishop of Soul. More
explosions from Crivellaro’s guitar
ensue on his “Can You Dig It.” The
closing “Mr. Willis Playboy” (by
Crivellaro) will also have you swinging
from the rafters!
I could easily have written
a detailed book-report about
“Freewheelin’” but space limitations won’t allow, that being said; if
Crivellaro and his band aren’t catapulted to at least being nominated

for BMA, then I don’t know what
else to say? Finally, take time to read
Crivellaro’s thoughtful descriptions of
all tunes included, and take notes of
his personal and heartfelt selection of
dedications of musicians that recently
left us-sweet. This album is as good as
it gets, that is until the next one from
Mr. Crivellaro comes along. Keep
bringing it on Enrico. As Joel Dorn
use to say; “the light is on!”
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.

com

PEOPLE

Writopia Hold Open Mic Initiative at Noka Joe’s in Katonah
By RICH MONETTI

Thursday night in
Katonah, Noka Joe’s
and a national youth
writing initiative called
Writopia, held an open
mic for young writers. Upstairs in Joe’s
children’s bookstore extension, fifteen
listeners hooked into the prose of six
engaged young writers, while one
reporter attempted to retroactively put
himself in the shoes of these prodigious literary aspirants.
I absolutely could not. Ensconced
in the gender identification dogma of
the time that deemphasized the creative

side of my brain, I was too busy reducing
fractions and contemplating the laws of
motion to size up my own feet.
Kaley Mamo, on the other hand,
wore her creativity like a glass slipper
– with midnight nowhere in sight.
While A Game of Gargon played in
a similar vein as Bloody Mary or the
summoning of the Candy Man in the
popular movie series, the suspense built
to a crescendo that had the audience
wanting more.
Putting aside the literary merit,
the 7th grade John Jay Middle School
student, flawlessly delivered the
excerpt – timing the beats and riding

17-year-old Lindsay Gittelman of Horace Greeley High School.

the audience’s tension.
I was again left unable to relate.
Lena Roy of the local Writopia outlet
clarifies the insight I’m implying in
both the mission and how Kaley lives
up to it. “Helping kids find their voice
is certainly part of what we are after,
but writing is about empowering and
building confidence,” she says.
Again, I’m still working on the
latter.
That said, Blythe Cerrano has
it covered and strutted her moxie by
going beyond simply stepping up to
the mic. “I want to be really tall,” said
the ten-year-old, before realizing that
standing on the top step of the high
chair was a little too tenuous.
Continued on page 13
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Lena Roy and 10-year-old Blythe Cerrano.
Continued from page 12

Settling in on the floor instead,
The Coon Club followed the exploits
of a raccoon named Rosalyn, and her
English accent naturally highlighted
the mischievousness of the character.
In this, the home-schooled Norwalk
resident could reveal her biggest

challenge as a writer. “Sometimes you
get your character into a situation that’s
difficult to get them out,” she said.
14 year old Sara Yeshoua can cite
at least seven examples of completing
the story arc suggested by her younger
contemporary. “I have seven novels
that follow the adventures of a young

witch named Harper,” said the John
Jay High School student.
Not yet published, the inspiration of J.K. Rowling is obvious, but
the downside of facing writer’s block
weighs on her when it occurs. “It’s like
being crushed by heavy stones,” she
said off a question from the audience.
In response, she reads books or
listens to music in order to excavate
herself. No matter the effectiveness,
Roy can verify the outcomes. “She has
one of the most creative minds I’ve
ever seen,” said the author of Edges and
granddaughter of the famed writer,
Madeleine L’Engle.
Either way, Scarlett Roy would
seem to have her work cut out for her
to live up to the family legacy. Not an
educator, it was hard for me to judge
where she stands among other sevenyear-olds with her presentation of, The
Lost Item, but the manner in which she
engaged the audience in her reading
and the Q&A that followed, told me
and everyone in attendance, where this
writer is headed.
12-year-old Caleigh Boyer-Holt
– obviously with no children of her

Lena and Scarlett Roy.
own – could nonetheless identify to
the notion of parental attachment in
the form of editing and revising. “I
don’t like to take part of my story out
because books are like my children,”
she said.
Finally, Lindsay Gittelman of
Horace Greeley High School was
really the one walking in someone else’s
shoes. Like Father, Like Son – written in

the first person, had me continually
looking up to see if the voice reading
was coming from a 17-year-old girl or
boy.
Off the Q&A, I found I was not
alone in noticing the challenge of
speaking so personally in a boy’s voice.
This obviously did not get past the
professional on hand. “She is a writer
Continued on page 14
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Writopia Hold Open Mic Initiative at Noka Joe’s

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the
Darkness of Depression Chapter Forty Eight – Work, Play and Progress
By BOB MARRONE

Caleigh Boyer-Holt reading the Dollhouse
Continued from page 13
before not too long, so will they.
that is not afraid to take chances,” said
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been
Roy.
There you go. As for me, maybe a freelance writer covering Westchester
my quaint little byline in the present County since 2003. Peruse his work at
gives them something to shoot for, but http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/
midnight has long passed me by, and

Slowly, more slowly
than I would have liked,
my depression and its
particular accessories
became truly integrated
into my life in a way that allowed me
to work reasonably effectively, and once
again pursue interests, if only minimally.
And while I rued the speed, I was more
than grateful for the reality that I was
improving and living my life.
One of the keys for me during this
period was to never compare how I was
feeling, or where I thought my progress
was, to the way I was before I became
truly ill. That could only lead to my
feeling terrible, exacerbating my depression and slowing my recovery. I went
through several cycles of this before I
learned my lesson. What is more, and
frankly the greatest gift from having
suffered from this awful condition, is
that I learned to love every second of
life that was normal or close to normal.
This conviction has never ebbed, even
a little. To believe that your life, as you
understand it, is over, and to exist in such
persistent and agitated pain and terror,
also believing that it too will never end,
is to appreciate ever other moment you
will ever have when it is over.
Since, and as, I became well, I
have cherished every breath; appreciated every friend, lover and family
member; luxuriated over books, works
of art, movies and plays; rejoiced over
every joke and learned, above all, that
none of these things are guaranteed. I
can tell you without reservation, that I
enjoy every meal, each sunny day, every
moment in my lover’s arms, and every
single second with my grandchildren a
little more than most people. Yes, the
cliché is called for: I know, better than
most, that each day is a gift.
My work life, while different
than before, progressed in a way that
accommodated my condition, but also
allowed for the development of new
skills. Whereas before I had been a
vocal leader… a role to which I would
one day return… I began to improve

and further develop my writing skills
while designing training programs,
texts and exercises. I threw myself into
this work and found that the more I
did so, the easier it was to keep obsessions at bay. The process began to feed
on itself. The harder I worked, the
better I felt, the better I felt, the more
I worked. Additionally, the manner in
which I wrote my class scripts verbatim
also improved my writing and, further,
taught me how to write the way I spoke,
a skill that would later lead to a lucrative
speech-writing career.
As I have mentioned, I was fortunate over this period to work with my
best friend, Vince, who in addition to
being supportive of and sympathetic to
my condition, had developed an expertise in the corporate training field that
I did not yet possess, in addition to the
superb English, English Literature and
writing skills that were his college majors.
The combination of my growing output,
which was then subject to his review and
correction, served to, at once, improve
the technical aspects of my writing, and
further educate me in the discipline and
management of adult education. While
it was a part of his role… my being
new… to train me, his efforts, unique
ability as an educator, combined with his
concern for my well being, resulted in my
receiving a bankable portfolio of knowledge that would one day contribute to
my building one of the finest training
schools on Wall Street a few years down
the road. I remain ever grateful for his
love and friendship.
A few words about staying busy:
We have all used the lame image of
the mental patient basket weaving or
performing some other task with their
hands. Well, it is neither funny nor
trivial. I can remember, as clearly as if it
was yesterday, the first time I was able to
let go of an obsession long enough to feel
good about it. As my doctor’s suggestion I was building plastic models of
airplanes, my first, a replica Cessna 150.
As I got started, I had to force myself
not to listen to the obsessions and other
free floating ideas and feelings that were

Ad Sales Position for Print Media
Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester. Must have experience and must have car with clean driver’s license • Full
time position. • Must live in Westchester.
Good Pay and Bonus Structures. Looking to hire immediately.
Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview • Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.

haunting me. Once again, I cut myself
in two… one part of me feeling awful,
the other gluing the plane together, to
get through. One day, I was obsessing
about something I heard on the radio
about depressed people killing themselves, when all of a sudden, I realized
that I forgot what it was I was obsessing
about. When I finally remembered
what I was feeling bad about… presto,
it had lost its gravity. This was the first
time in a year that I was actually able to
“let go” by doing something.
The subject of airplanes provided
a vehicle by which I was able to cross
a major Rubicon, and, indeed, the
reason why I choose model airplanes
as my “hand use” hobby. You will recall
how I was barely able to read very
much for almost three years. Books,
newspapers and magazine were all
kept to a minimum, lest I internalize
some negative thought and turn it
into a precipitous, obsessive. depressive
episode. Well, one day Vince and I took
a walk to a local bookstore… those were
the days before Barnes and Noble, or
Borders. Vince was looking for a book
on photography while I browsed. No
titles or subjects interested me or felt
safe enough to even crack open a cover.
Then a small, soft-cover, sky blue and
grey book, about seven by five inches in
size, caught my eye. Actually, it was the
title, Airliners of the World, in black type,
which grabbed my attention.
Both houses I grew up in were
directly under the flight path for
LaGuardia Airport and I always loved
watching the planes fly over as early as
I could remember. I used to think my
mother was on one of them as that is
what my foster parents would tell me
when I asked where she was, drawing
my attention further to these machines.
Anyway, I bought the book. It, and
some books on flying that followed, was
the first none work related literature
that I was able to read for the next year.
At first, each line of the book would
compete with my inner demons, then
each paragraph, and so on. Again, it was
like I was two people in one, but eventually, it was just the books and me.
When I bought that little airliner
book, which I still have, I owned about
twenty-five books. Today, I have well
over two thousand.
Bob Marrone is the host of a Monday to
Friday local morning talk show heard on
WVOX-1460 AM radio.
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BigBelly Solar-Powered Waste and Recycling Collection System Arrives on Mount Vernon Streets
MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The
City of Mount Vernon is revolutionizing its public space waste and
recycling program with the introduction of the BigBelly Solar Waste &
Recycling Collection System.
Residents and visitors will soon
find a new way to dispose their trash
and recyclables when out and about
around the city. One hundred BigBelly
Solar Waste & Recycling Stations will
be installed in 66 high traffic locations.
Some of the units will be dual stations
with the ability to accept both trash
and recyclables.The single unit stations
will only accept trash.
Units will be easily identifiable by
familiar markings letting users know
what is acceptable for disposal. A
demonstration of the new units will
be held on Wednesday, September
12, 2012 at 10:00 am on the City Hall
Plaza where visitors to the downtown
area can expect to find a permanent
BigBelly installation.

Each station provides on-site trash
compaction driven by solar power.

Containers hold five times the amount
of trash held by regular receptacles

and are remotely monitored via wireless data. Public Works personnel will
have the ability to track and monitor
garbage collection capacity from
desktop computers and smartphones.
This technological capability coupled
with its low cost operation effectively reduces the bottom line cost to
taxpayers.
BigBelly systems come with
the added benefit of eliminating
unsightly garbage overflow from
open containers and practically ends
problems associated with rodents and
animals. The system also decreases
the number of pickups required by
sanitation personnel, thereby cutting
expenses associated with public space
garbage collection.
Through a program run by the
New York State Industries for the
Disabled, Inc., formerly unemployed
disabled veterans are earning a living
assembling the units. “Creating green
jobs in the Empire State is key to

ensuring our economic growth in the
21st century,” said Ronald P. Ronaldo,
President and CEO of NYSID. “This
is a great opportunity to create jobs and
realize environmental benefits.”
Funded by an EECGB grant,
Mount Vernon will be the second
largest municipality in New York
utilizing BigBelly Solar stations.
The City of Albany purchased more
than 90 stations in 2010 and has the
most compacting recycling BigBelly
components in the world. Mount
Vernon Mayor Ernest D. Davis said,
“We expect to see noticeable public
space trash collection savings in the use
of these units. BigBelly’s ecofriendly
and cutting-edge energy efficiency will
add to the effectiveness or our waste
and recycling collection efforts and will
help improve the quality of life in our
city. Mount Vernon is happy to have
partnered with the U.S. Department
of Energy to bring this technology to
the city.”

EYE ON THEATRE

Tender Napalm
By JOHN SIMON

Some plays are merely
bad. Others, like
Britisher Philip Ridley’s
“Tender
Napalm,”
go a step further into
asininity. If it is worth checking out at
all, it is to ascertain how low a play can
sink and still get a rave from the Chief
Drama Critic of the New York Times.
According to said CDC, “tender
Napalm” is “fierce, transfixing and
ultimately very moving.” It is in the
“modern tradition of elemental battleof-the-sexes plays, which reach back
to Strindberg and runs through Pinter
and Albee.” Well yes, except that those
other playwrights had a wider reach.
The characters here are Man and
Woman, and we are told nothing
about who and where they are. They
purport to be shipwrecked on an
exotic island of which he is king and
she queen, each in command of armies
of thousands of monkeys, good or
fighting each other with.
The dialogue is preposterous from
the get go. Man proposes to “squeeze
a bullet between those rosy lips [not,
mind you, a gun]” which Woman’s

mouth “such a wet thing” would
“accept in your palette [so misspelled]
as natural as a pearl in the palm of an
oyster.”
Woman, on the other hand,
would “get a spoon and prize it in your
eye sockets.” When his eyes “eventually pop out, they would land in the
spoon with a gentle splosh. Like the
sound of a goldfish turning suddenly
in its bowl.” And so it goes, to quote
the CDC, as Ridley “conjures exotic
worlds deeply familiar, even to the
point of banality, which is what makes
them all the scarier and all the more
revelatory.” Only to a critic adept at
talking out of both sides of his mouth
can banality be revelatory.
We are in a tiny black box, with
two rows of 24 spectators on each side
of the acting area, a runway about six
feet wide and thirty (the length of the
theater) long. With no sets, only the
floor’s multicolored swirls, and nondescript costumes, banality has a heyday.
But where are the revelations?
Man entertains the idea of
pushing a grenade into woman’s
vagina, with the pin of the grenade
still peaking from your pussy. It’s like
the beak of a clockwork cuckoo. For
a couple of pages of dialogue, Man is
tweaking that protruding beak, which
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Blake Ellis and Amelia Workman in Philip Ridley’s “Tender Napalm.”
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Woman ends up enjoying. Soon she
has an epiphany: Man’s cock is flaccid
sweaty. It’s like a button mushroom in
a Brillo pad. This must be what the
CDC refers to as lacking in originality
of reference . . . more than made up for
by a gift for improbable combinations
of clichés.
Woman: “Your cock and balls
are cut off . . . I flush them down the
toilet. Note that I am skipping reams
of combined clichés, more flowery
than a botanical garden, to give you the
nitty gritty. We learn that Woman is
descended from the sea god Neptune
Continued on page 16
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Tender Napalm
Continued from page 15

and can breathe under water, which
comes in handy when she is dragged
out to sea by a tsunami: A bit of a
nuisance, I admit, she concedes.
Don’t think, though, that Ridley
can’t get lyrical. At random times, one
or both characters burst into song, as
for instance this: “Fade and float./
Float and fade./ The world/ I knew/
has gone/ has gone./ Don’t try to save.
/Don’t send a boat./ I’m happy remote/
in fade and float.”
Ridley is quite a joker, too, even
if his wit tends to be S&M, as when
Man tells that after killing it, he and
his monkeys cut the Serpent into
steak-sized chunks and feasted on its
flesh. Whereat Woman: You ate my
great-great-great aunt? Answers he:

And very tasty she was too. Or it may
be stichomythia, dialogue of mostly
single syllables, such as: MAN: Punch!
WOMAN: Claw! MAN: Punch!
WOMAN: Kick! MAN: Punch!
WOMAN: Punch! MAN: Kick!
WOMAN: Claw! all of which gets
the appropriate action. This means 8
½ pages worth of punching, kicking,
clawing, flooring and climbing on
top of each other, with references to a
customary grenade and novel crocodile
for good measure.
Soon, though, it is business as
usual. W: (to M, whom she has bound
up) The tip of my tail picks up my
grenade—Know what I’m going to
do with it? M: Push it up my arse? W;
How did you guess? M: Just lucky I
suppose. [Being in a Ridley play must
have been a helpful clue.] W: I’m
pushing it in. M: No lubrication? W:
None. M: Ahhh!” I should add that the

man is “laying” on his back, a sure sign
of authorial subliteracy.
I know you’re hungry for more,
but this review can’t be endless, which
is what the play feels like at a mere
(mere?) 90 or 100 minutes. But it is
also literally endless, because, to convey
infinity, it bites its tail, and ends by
repeating the beginning verbatim:
M: You’re in a fucking poetic mood.
W: It’s all your fault. M: Me? W: You
inspire me. M: Oh, my love. W: . . .My
love.” Blackout. Note that three-dot
ellipsis, encouraging the director to fill
in with copacetic inspiration. Which is
what Paul Takacs, the artistic director
of The Shop Theatre company does.
Blake Ellis and Amelia Workman
are brave—or masochist—actors, to
undergo something like a decathlon
crossed with a 15-round boxing match
every performance. What’s more,
though apparently American, they

have perfectly mastered the pronunciation of London’s proletarian East
End, Ridley’s native habitat. There is
not much lighting and sound designers
could contribute beyond their
wonderful names: Dante Olivia Smith
and Toby Jaguar Algya, respectively.
What is most significant about all
this is that, as I am reliably informed,
audiences left the theater disgusted
until the Times rave appeared,
whereupon they have been departing
delighted. It makes me wish that
people were not afraid of thinking for
themselves or, if they must, depend on
better models than the Times critics.
Now I see that by the time you
read this, “Tender Napalm” will have
ended its limited run. But never mind.
The CDC tells us how much he
enjoyed other Ridley movies and plays,
notably this summer in London the
one about a dystopian future, entitled,

no less enticingly, “Mercury Fur,”
which, he writes, he still can’t get out
of his head.
So, what with the power of the
Times CDC, we may soon be getting
“Mercury Fur.” Try to keep your head
empty enough to fill it in with that
indubitable masterpiece.
Photos by and courtesy of Carol Rosegg.

John Simon has written for over 50 years
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader,
New Criterion, National Review, New
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from
Harvard University in Comparative
Literature and has taught at MIT,
Harvard University, Bard College and
Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimonUncensored.com
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Yonkers Mayor Spano Ends Long-Standing BIDness Trash Removal “Give Away”
By HEZI ARIS

Taxpayers to
Save Over
$300,000
Annually
YONKERS, NY -- On September
7, 2012, Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano
announced Yonkers taxpayers would
no longer be burdened subsidizing
free trash collection of local commercial properties in downtown Yonkers,
saving taxpayers $300,000 per year.
Starting November 15, the City
of Yonkers will discontinue trash
removal services for commercial businesses located within the Yonkers
Downtown/Waterfront
Business
Improvement District (BID).
While conducting a top-down
evaluation of the City services and
budget obligations, the Spano administration uncovered that for more than
10 years the City of Yonkers had been
providing this free service - twice a day,
five days a week - to the over 200 businesses located within the Downtown
Business District.

Ian Kipp. Photo by Alan Campbell and courtesy of Rocky Mount Telegram.

“Yonkers can no longer subsidize the Downtown BID with free
City services that no other businesses
in the City receive or are entitled
to,” said Mayor Spano. “What was
supposed to be a temporary bridge to
support the BID when it was formed
in 2001 has continued for more than
a decade and has cost City taxpayers
millions of dollars. While we value the

businesses invested in our downtown
redevelopment and are committed
to working with them, this practice is
unsustainable.”
The subsidy initiated under Mayor
John Spencer’s Administration and
maintained throughout the Mayor
Phil Amicone Administration was
imposed onto the Yonkers Downtown
Waterfront Business Improvement

District (B.I.D.). This telling was
exposed by the Yonkers Tribune years
ago despite the deaf ears and the
“my way or the highway” demeanor
of both the Spencer and Amicone
Administrations
In addition to the taxpayer cost,
this practice likely violates both the
State and US Constitutions as it raises
concerns relating to gifts of public
funds and equal protection. In this
case, no other private business in the
City - including those affiliated with
the City’s other BID - receives this
free City service and, instead all pay for
their own trash removal. As a result, the
free trash service to the Downtown/
Waterfront BID members amounts
to an unconstitutional benefit to an
isolated group of private businesses.
Mayor Spano added, “In uncovering this past practice, and putting
a swift end to it, our administration
continues to take action and demonstrate to City’s taxpayers that we are
committed to addressing the fiscal
crisis which threatens the City’s longterm solvency.”
On August 15 of this year, the City

sent a notice letter to the Downtown
BID asking it to notify its membership
that the City of Yonkers will no longer
cover the free trash collection for the
downtown businesses as of November
15.
As stated in its original 2001 business plan, the Yonkers Downtown/
Waterfront BID envisioned a joint
venture with the City, which would
focus on marketing, façade improvements and code violation concerns.The
City remains committed to supporting
those mutual goals as it celebrates the
ongoing revitalization of the downtown waterfront and encourage new
investment in this region.
The garbage subsidy program
was initiated as far back as 2006
when then Downtown Yonkers
Merchant Association (DYMA) and
the Business Improvement District
(B.I.D.), precursers to the present
Yonkers Downtown Waterfron B.I.D.
afforded garbage pickup to 95 percent
of some 400 businesses who used the
garbage program. Garbage pick up at
Continued on page 17

THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

Page 17

BUSINESS

Yonkers Mayor Spano Ends Long-Standing BIDness Trash Removal “Give Away”
Continued from page 16

that time ranged from $20 to $350 a
month. DYMA Executive Ian Kipp
would not explain the scheme of the
plan but Yonkers Tribune Editor /
Publisher Hezi Aris was able to figure
it out and explained it in the article:

Yonkers Tribune - Yonkers’ Getty
Square BIDness By eHezi
www.yonkerstribune.com,
10
June 2006 [cached].
Ian Kipp said garbage pickup
became DYMA’s sole mission and
source of revenue after the BID took

over in March 2002. Membership in
DYMA was voluntary, but the BID
was then, and is presently funded by a
6 percent surcharge on property tax in
the district.
The garbage collection was
accomplished by DPW crews that

fell under the auspices of then DPW
Commissioner John Liszewski
who is presently the Commissioner
of Finance. DYMA collected fees
divulged years ago by Ian Kipp to
Hezi Aris but the fees collected were
never paid to the Yonkers City coffers,
instead they were used for the operation of DYMA. That practice was
initiated by Mayor John Spencer,

continued by Mayor Phil Amicone
and will at last end under Mayor Mike
Spano’s Administration. Bravo Mayor
Spano, Bravo!
Learn more by reading: Past Conduct of
Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront BID
Reminiscent of Recent Coverups. That
article, also written by Hezi Aris, was
written January 24, 2008.

DEVELOPMENT

Assemblyman Castelli and State Senate Candidate Cohen Call for Fracking Ban in Westchester
BEDFORD, NY -- As rumors
swirl about the potential release of
the State’s Supplemental Generic
Environmental Impact Study
(SGEIS) on hydraulic fracturing,
next week marks the observance of
“National Freedom from Fracking
Toxic Waste” Day. Assemblyman
Robert J. Castelli (R, C, – Goldens
Bridge) (left) was joined by businessman and state senate candidate
Bob Cohen (right) at press conference in Bedford to give an important
update on the status of legislation for
a moratorium on the process.
“We are here today to call
for a ban on hydrofracking until
several important questions can be
addressed,” Castelli said. “The gas has
been in the ground for two hundred
eighty-eight million years. It can
stay there a little longer. I respect
Governor Cuomo for his efforts
thus far to ensure that as stewards
of the environment we make decisions based on science, rather than
emotion”
“We need to create more jobs
and energy in this state, but we
mustn’t do that at the expense of our
water aquifers,” Cohen said. “The

impact assessment can be conducted.
We should also wait for the Federal
Environmental Protection Agency
to complete their study to see if
the Department of Environmental
Conservation’s science can be
corroborated.”
The press conference was held at
the Byram Lake Reservoir, located
in the New York City watershed
between Bedford and North Castle,
provides drinking water for Mount
Kisco and the surrounding area. It
is connected through aquifers to
wastewater treatment works that
may one day accept fracking wastewater. The pair discussed closing the
loophole which would allow this, by
classifying the wastewater as toxic
waste.
“Fracking wastewater is a potentially toxic cocktail of carcinogenic
fracking fluid along with radiological material from deep within
the earth,” Castelli said. “A major
point of concern is that wastewater
treatment plants in New York are
beginning to accept fracking wastewater from Pennsylvania, some of
which is released, untreated, into
rivers and streams.”

This week, Dutchess County
passed a ban on using hydrofracking
wastewater as a deicing agent. Last
month, the State of New Jersey
banned their wastewater treatment facilities from accepting
fracking wastewater from job sites in
Pennsylvania.
Each stressed the importance of
home rule, and Castelli highlighted
a bill he cosponsored and passed
which would restore local protections in natural gas development,
so local governments are able to
utilize certain laws and ordinances to
protect shared infrastructure, public
health, and environmental quality
from the risks of hydrofracking.
A secondary issue raised by
Castelli was the deleterious impact
of water withdrawals to frack a well,
with each well requiring the use of
between three and eight million
gallons from our existing water
supply. Hydraulic fracturing, or
“hydrofracking,” is a mining technique that is used to drill for natural
gas. Many people are concerned
that the chemicals used during the
drilling process could contaminate
the downstate water supply.

What’s The Back Up Plan When Things Go Horribly Wrong

battle a major fire without any water?
Assistant Fire Chief Edward
Cucolo, who was heavily involved
in the oversight of the city’s water
supply problems told WPIX TV,
“The situation that presented to us
with the lack of water, I mean, we
could have another Great Chicago
Fire here.”
Acting quickly with the
permission of the New York City
Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) firefighters
from YFD Engine 312 traveled to
Continued on page 18

safety of our drinking water has to be
our first priority, or we will look back
in a few years and ask ‘what have
we done?’ Local communities have
a right to protect the ground and
water beneath them, and there can
be no horizontal hydrofracking until
its safety is confirmed absolutely by
science.”
Castelli and Cohen discussed
the environment and health
impacts hydrofracking may bring
to New York and potential legislative remedies, including a ban on

the controversial measure until
several important scientific studies
are conducted. Earlier this year,
Castelli joined upstate Democratic
Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton
to request that the state scrap and
withdraw the SGEIS, as it does not
contain a health impact assessment.
“This year, we passed a bill
calling for the Health Impact
Assessment to be funded in the State
Budget and/or added to the scope of
the SGEIS,” Castelli said. “Fracking
should be banned until a health

EMERGENCY

By BARRY McGOEY

This last week things
went horribly wrong
for the people of
the City of Yonkers,
when a routine
construction project to increase fiber
optic cable supply in our region
ruptured one of the most important
water mains serving New York’s 4th
most populous city.

Over 50,000 Yonkers residents
were without water for days. Two
of our city’s hospitals: St. Joseph’s
Medical Center and St. John’s
Riverside Hospital lacked water to
run critical equipment, cooling and
air conditioning systems, operate
toilets, and more. Businesses were
shut and employees told to stay
home until the emergency was over.
This was not just an inconvenience,
but rather a crisis that paralyzed

many parts of the city.
In its wake Yonkers Firefighters
were left with no choice but to
devise several emergency mobile
water delivery plans. Firefighters
recognized having no water or water
pressure with which to fight fires was
a danger.
The 36 inch water main rupture
impacted one of the most densely
populated areas of the city, including
our hospitals. How could firefighters
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What’s The Back Up Plan When Things Go Horribly Wrong
Continued from page 17

Riverdale to feed at least some water
from the New York City system at
our shared border with the Bronx,
into the Yonkers hydrant supply
network.
Engine 312, which has been
targeted by the Spano Administration
for closure, immediately went to work
at this task. It is one of the few fire
companies in our city with the equipment necessary to extract water from
5 inch diameter fire pumps, so it could
be fed as an emergency supply into
the depleted Yonkers system.
Our firefighters have been

trained to deal with the unexpected
crisis and be capable of improvising
in emergencies in order to protect life
and property. Yonkers Firefighters are
the safety net that more than 200,000
of our citizens depend on. To meet
the anticipated need for additional
fire companies to be on the ready, the
Mayor and Fire Department leadership authorized emergency steps,
adding three pumper trucks and one
ladder truck.
The amount of water needed to
fight a fire is astounding, with each
hose line putting out 200 gallons of
water a minute, and a pumper truck
capacity of only 500 gallons. As

significant structural fires can require
500,000 to 1 million gallons of water
just to extinguish and cool a fire, it
was clear our city’s total pumper truck
capacity of about 6,000 gallons was
insufficient.
Firefighters prepared to initiate
a backup emergency mobile water
delivery system that, if needed, had
the capacity to stretch and deliver
water up to a distance of two miles
inside our city, essentially interconnecting all of its fire trucks and hose
capacity much like a conga line.
Moving water in a makeshift
manner up to two miles presents
a significant problem, especially in

such a densely populated and hilly
city. The science of hydraulics teaches
firefighters that the pressure fire
trucks would need to generate in
order to propel the water over such
great distance would be too much
for standard fire hoses to manage and
could result in a supply line rupture,
which we could never risk. So instead
firefighters readied to deploy Large
Diameter Hose (LDH), a plasticlike collapsible hose that when filled
with water looks like a pipe, in order
to handle the higher water pressure
requirements.
The emergency facing the city
has now past, so why is it important
that the citizens of Yonkers know
these facts? Well for anyone that

has purchased a life or car insurance
policy, don’t we want to know that
the company that stands behind that
policy and protection is as solid as a
rock? Don’t we want to make sure
they will be the safety net to protect
us in our time of need? Indeed we do.
This past week’s crisis showed
clearly that Yonkers Firefighters were
ready and able to preserve and protect
life, even facing a worst case scenario.
Knowing this should be reassuring to
every family, business and property
owner invested in the City of Yonkers.
About the Author: Barry McGoey is
president of Yonkers Firefighters Local
628.

HOUSING

WCBoL Dems Were for All Aspects of Housing Settlement - Before They Were Against It
Maligned Pace Contract is a Necessity of the Settlement They Approved
WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Four
Westchester County Legislators today
criticized the Democratic majority, for
a press release issued yesterday, that
called a contract with Pace University
a waste of taxpayer dollars.
“The statement issued late
yesterday by the Democrats on the
Board was as misleading as the day is
long,” said Legislator John Testa (R
Peekskill).
Legislator Sheila Marcotte (R/C
Eastchester) added: “This is a lame
attempt to shift responsibility for the
vote they took in 2009 that has cost
our County plenty more than the Pace
study they cite.”
Marcotte was referring to the
2009 Federal Housing Settlement
approved by then County Executive
Andrew Spano and the Democrats on

the Board of Legislators that will cost
nearly $100 million.
“These are the very same legislators who voted for this housing
settlement,” said Legislator Michael
Smith (R/C Mount Pleasant). “And
now they are critical that money is
being spent in order to comply with
what they voted for. It is as if the
Democrats who voted for this albatross now want the County to fail in
compliance in order to cost taxpayers
even more.”
Legislator Gordon Burrows
(R/C Yonkers) noted that “either they
approved the Housing Settlement
without understanding its terms
or never read it. Either way, those
Democratic legislators supporting
this position are being, at best, disingenuous with the public and at worst,

(L-R): John Testa, Gordon Burrows, Sheila Marcotte.
playing raw and unnecessary politics
with one of the most important issues
ever facing Westchester County.”

The four Republican legislators noted that members of the
Board of Legislators who opposed

this settlement voiced concern about
requirements such as the one in paragraph 33 (h) that requires the County
to “pay for consultants and public
education, outreach out of County
resources in an amount not less than
$400,000.”They also noted that elected
officials should clearly understand the
consequences when they vote and that
they should not look to abandon those
decisions for political expediency when
it seems convenient.
Although their efforts at trying to
get the Democratic majority members
to work in a bipartisan manner have
been consistently rebuffed during
the current legislative session, the
Republican caucus remains open to
working with them in order to achieve
solutions that are in the best interests of
the taxpayers of Westchester County.

INVESTIGATION

Flood Abatement Project Completed on a Stretch of the Bronx River Parkway
By NANCY KING

WHITE PLAINS,
NY -- On a day this
week, when central
Westchester
was
experiencing
the
remnants of Tropical Storm Isaac,
federal, state and local officials
finally cut the ribbon on a flood

abatement project on a stretch
of the Bronx River Parkway. The
project originated at the Kensico
Dam in Valhalla, New York, and
ended at Main Street in White
Plains. This particular stretch of
America’s oldest parkway, while
beautiful, is also home to a couple
of miles of marshland that is part

of the Bronx River proper.
For years, after a steady rainfall, flooding would occur in the
low-lying areas of Virginia Road,
Fisher Lane, from the Westchester
County Center to Main Street in
White Plains. The detours of these
flooded areas caused a regular
commuting nightmare since the

Virginia Road and Fisher Lane
locations led to the North White
Plains Rail Station, and the stretch
from the County Center to Main
Street led directly to the White
Plains Rail Station. It would
also make the traffic on Rt.119
(Tarrytown Road) slow to a crawl.
But woeful commuters weren’t

the only folks affected by the
flooding; a small strip of County
Center Road in the Fulton Park
area of Greenburgh also experienced flooding. This tiny little strip
of houses is built on a low-lying
area adjacent to the parkway and
its marshlands. Flooding wasn’t

Continued on page 19

THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

Page 19

INVESTIGATION

Flood Abatement Project Completed on a Stretch of the Bronx River Parkway
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commonplace in this neighborhood
until recently, but after fifty years
of neighborhood development, and
erosion, this neighborhood was
under water nearly every time that
section of the Bronx River Parkway
flooded.
In a previous article in The
Westchester Guardian, we touched
upon different attempts at mitigating the flooding problem on
this stretch of the roadway. Flood
mitigation is overseen by the
United States Army Corps of
Engineers and it was revealed in
that article that not only is this
branch of government incredibly
slow when it comes to any sort of
mitigation, they also keep decades
long studies open, and once those
studies are opened, and kept open,
they see no need to actually step
in to remediate a problem. One of
their earlier attempts of controlling
this problem was to raise the road

seven inches. This was done in the
area of Virginia Road just south
of the Kensico Dam. Successful?
Not so much. After a few days of
rain, the river just spills back onto
the Parkway and you get another
flood. This happens so frequently
that those vulnerable areas along
the parkway now have large
canisters that contain temporary
mesh fences that the Westchester
County Police roll out to close the
roadway.
This time, the Army Corps of
Engineers, with the help of a grant
obtained by Congresswoman Nita
Lowey and with matching grants
from the state and the county, a
new flood abatement project was
instituted. Rather than creating an
ecological nightmare by trying to
dredge the river, engineers are using
a natural approach. The Bronx
River itself has been lined on both
sides with a series of large boulders.

In essence, those boulders would
prevent the river from spilling over
its banks and keep it on course.
The vulnerable marshland and
grassy areas have had a layer of
soil applied and over two thousand
deciduous trees and shrubs have
been planted. At other vulnerable
areas, banks of flowers and other
native plant species have been
placed in new soil. It is the hope
of the Army Corps of Engineers
that the root systems of these trees
and plants will help curb erosion
caused by flash or residual flooding.
Esthetically, it is beautiful. Sitting
at the traffic lights along these
flood prone areas isn’t too bad now.
There are beautiful new shrubs and
wildflower gardens to look at and
it is an added bonus to know that
sometimes the “natural” answer to a
problem is the best answer.
So ironically, the ribbon
was cut on the flood abatement

project, and then the skies opened
up. Officials and media were sent
scampering to their cars and one
wondered how this project would
fair in a heavy downpour. At the
end of the day the sun appeared
and I walked the path from Fisher
Lane to the County Center and
took a look at the project up close
and personal. Sure there were a
few mushy areas right behind the
North White Plains Train Station,
but lo and behold there was no
serious flooding. The project is
indeed impressive but unobtrusive.
Nita Lowey’s office did state later
in the day that she does indeed
plan to seek more grants for these
types of projects for those low
lying, flood prone neighborhoods
that dot the county.
I hung up the phone and
had to smile. The Army Corps of
Engineers has been sitting on a
serious problem for nearly forty
years in Westchester County.
They’ve done little that has been
successful in terms of flood

mitigation and it sure seems
apparent to me that they don’t
really care about those individuals
who have businesses or homes in
flood prone areas. But along comes
a little woman who just happens to
be a congresswoman and she urges
them to think outside the box to fix
a problem that was simply about
erosion. I’ve said it before, and I’ll
say it again, I don’t care what party
a politician is affiliated with as long
as they attempt to fix a problem.
This was a perfect example.
For sure, there will be more
extreme weather; we seem to
get 100-year type storms several
times a year nowadays. However,
commuters, residents and businesses along this small stretch
of the Bronx River Parkway are
hoping that this project will be
successful and a model of flood
abatement for the county.
Nancy King is a freelance investigative reporter; a resident of White
Plains, New York.

LEGAL

Governor Cuomo Signs Bill Strengthening Laws Against Internet Access Of Child Pornography
ALBANY, NY -- Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo on Friday,
September 7, 2012, signed legislation that strengthens the laws
against internet access of child
pornography.
The new law amends New
York’s Penal Law to prohibit individuals from knowingly accessing
with the intent of viewing child
pornography on the Internet.
Currently, under New York law,
an individual who views child
pornography on a website where
the images become automatically
embedded in a computer does not
“possess” child pornography. This
legislation closes that loophole.
Under the new law if an individual

purposefully accesses a website,
intending to view child pornography, he or she will be committing

a class E felony.
As a result of this new law,
child pornography can never be
legally possessed in New York
State.
“With the strengthening of
these laws, we eliminate any loophole to better protect our children
from predators,” said Governor
Cuomo. “This new law stops criminals who have been able to escape
prosecution and punishment
for too long. I applaud Majority
Leader Skelos, Speaker Silver and
the bill sponsors for their leadership and dedication to keeping our
kids safe. By working together, we
are ensuring that all New Yorkers,
especially children, are kept safe

and that justice is rightfully served.”
Senate
Majority
Leader
Dean Skelos said, “Viewing child
pornography is a deplorable act.
This new law closes a legal loophole that never should have existed
in the first place by imposing tough
new criminal penalties on people
who view or possess child pornography. The law will protect innocent
children from being exploited and
victimized. I applaud Senator
Golden for his leadership in sponsoring this measure and Governor
Cuomo for signing it into law.”
Assemblyman Joe Lentol,
co-sponsor of the bill, said, “This
legislation closes a crucial loophole that endangered the safety

and protection of our children.
The signing of this legislation is
something all New Yorkers can
applaud.”
In 1996, New York State
enacted a law prohibiting the
possession of child pornography.
However, in a case decided on
May 8, 2012, the New York Court
of Appeals held that existing law
did not prohibit “accessing and
viewing” child pornography on
the internet. The Court specifically
invited the State to amend the
Penal Law to criminalize accessing
child pornography with the intent
to view it on the Internet. The new
law addresses that glaring loophole.

(MACNY) public policy agenda
says it all: “Manufacturing is a crucial
component of any economy’s success,
particularly in New York. Much of
this nation’s technological innovation
is fueled by the research and development (R&D) stemming from the U.S.
manufacturing sector.”

I’m Proud to Have Been a
New York Manufacturer

that helped machines work better by
cleaning substances like gases, water
and other liquids. The pride I felt when
my company’s filter increased the efficiency of a customer’s machine made
all the long hours worth the effort,
and I enjoyed knowing that my labors
had helped to make our community a
Continued on page 20

LEGISLATIVE COLUMN

Building On Our Strength
By BRIAN M. KOLB

My Two-Part Plan
to Reinvigorate the
Profitable Manufacturing Sector in The

Empire State and Create Quality Jobs
for New Yorkers
Why is manufacturing important in New York State? The first
paragraph of the Manufacturing
Association of Central New York’s

As the President of Refractron
Technologies and Co-founder of the
North American Filter Corporation,
I had the exciting opportunity to roll
up my sleeves and create things that
made a difference – in my case, filters
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Building On Our Strength
Continued from page 19

better place to live.
I take great pride in keeping my
finger on the pulse of the manufacturing industry, and I’m grateful for
the many things I learned during
my time working in this important
sector of the American economy. One
thing I learned is that it feels good to
run a successful business that allows
employees to support their families,
and it’s very frustrating when senseless government regulations get in the
way of doing business or high taxes
and fees threaten the ability to expand
operations and create jobs.
This week’s column will focus on
the first element of my two-part plan
that would reinvest in, rebuild and
restore New York’s manufacturing
sector. My pro-growth legislative
agenda would give our manufacturers
the tools they need to create jobs and
keep their companies in our local
communities, as well as inspire New
Yorkers to pursue a career in this
cutting-edge industry.

Manufacturing Is an Integral
Part of Our Local Economies

According to MACNY, manufacturing is the wealth-generating
sector of New York’s economy,

contributing over $65 billion annually
to the state’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). We rank sixth among the
states in total manufacturing employment. Manufacturing creates growth
in other industries too – every upstate
New York manufacturing job creates
2.67 related jobs in other sectors.
Around the state in communities
like Rochester and Albany, universities, businesses and local stakeholders
are teaming up to promote the
growth of the technology industry,
including high-tech manufacturing,
with fantastic results that have put
the Empire State back on the hightech map! According to the Greater
Rochester
Enterprise,
Greater
Rochester ranks 18th among all U.S.
metropolitan areas for high-tech
employment with 65,650 workers –
ahead of such high-tech hotbeds as
San Francisco and San Diego.
In Albany, the College of
Nanoscale Science and Engineering
(CNSE) is at the forefront of innovative research, development and
commercialization of nanotechnology-enabled applications. Together
with strategic partner Semiconductor
Manufacturing
Technology
(SEMATECH), these initiatives are
creating quality jobs and giving a giant
boost to high-tech manufacturing
across upstate New York.

Challenges Remain: Our
Manufacturers Are Struggling

Even with the positive impact
our manufacturers have in their local
communities, they still struggle with
excessive health insurance prices,
burdensome government regulations,
exorbitant fuel costs and high taxes.
Our continuing ability to foster business growth is key to creating and
maintaining jobs for current and future
generations. Quite frankly, attracting
and retaining businesses that create
jobs will reverse the alarming trend of
people leaving the state. It should be
our number one priority.
A recent Washington Post article
(“Regulations a rising economic
burden to manufacturers, report
says”) cited a report commissioned
by the Manufacturers Alliance for
Productivity and Innovation that
found the federal regulatory burden on
manufacturers has more than doubled
over ten years, growing from about
$80 billion in 2001 to more than $164
billion in 2011.

My Smart Solutions to Make
New York State the Leader in
Manufacturing

Now is the time for Albany to
step up and show that we truly stand
behind manufacturing here in New

York State. The following smart
solutions would address the critical
problems that our manufacturers face
as they struggle to create and retain
quality jobs:
My Manufacturing Preservation
and Enhancement Act (Assembly Bill
A.4803) includes measures that would:
• Provide
a
Manufacturing
Enhancement Incentive (MEI)
Wage Credit of 1.5 percent of the
eligible wages to manufacturers who
maintain or increase employment
levels;
• Create a two-tiered MEI Energy
Credit for manufacturers – $25 for
maintained employees and $50 for
increased employment; and
• Offer eligible manufacturing firms a
10 percent MEI Property Tax Credit
for property assessed.
My additional pro-manufacturing
legislation includes the following bills:
• Re-establish a Regulatory Review
Commission
(Assembly
Bill
A.10419) – Reinstate a formal division of regulatory relief with the
power to cut red tape. This division
should provide a toll-free hotline
and website for job creators to share
concerns about any harassment from
state agencies;
• Work-NY (Assembly Bill A.10350)
– Reduce the tax rate for all manufacturers by 50 percent; and

• Grow-NY (Assembly Bill A.9603)
– Create an economic gardening
pilot program, providing grants
to economic development entities
that give assistance to second-stage
manufacturing companies that
employ 5 to 99 persons.
Putting the focus on measures
that would encourage manufacturers
to create new jobs and breaking
down government and regulatory
barriers that stop manufacturers from
expanding operations in New York
is step one in my two-step program
to reinvigorate manufacturing in the
Empire State. Here’s a sneak peek
at step two: it involves removing the
stigma traditionally associated with
manufacturing careers. Stay tuned!
NEXT WEEK: The second piece
of the puzzle: encouraging our students
to pursue careers in manufacturing.

for well over a decade.”
A running joke for over a decade.
Think about it. And nobody did
anything to correct it. Not one brave
soul stood up to protect women and
our daughters, and even on some occasions, to protect our youngest men.
The scandal began on Aug. 24,
when Mr. Silver said he was censuring
Assemblyman Lopez after a bipartisan
Assembly Ethics Committee said it
had found credible evidence that Mr.
Lopez had groped, kissed and verbally
harassed two female employees.
Reports soon emerged that Mr.
Silver had approved the settlement
of similar claims against Mr. Lopez
brought by two other women.
Mr. Lopez has denied any
wrongdoing.
Initially, and unrelated, Penn State
denied any wrongdoing too, and look
at what happened to that program.
OBAMA-NATION
Politicos looking for a convention
bump may find what they are looking
for in Friday’s Gallup poll for President

Barack Obama.
Gallup’s last three nights of
convention interviewing of adults,
conducted Sept. 4 to 6, showed Obama
with a 52 percent approval rating, the
highest approval percentage reported
for Obama on the Gallup tracking poll
since May 2011, just after the killing of
Osama bin Laden.
The latest results represent a seven
percentage point increase in Obama’s
approval rating, from 45 percent, from
Gallup’s previous three-day sample,
conducted Sept. 1 to 3. Each sample
is based on interviews with roughly
1,500 adults and has a margin of
sampling error of +/- 3 percent.
In other words, former President
Bill Clinton and FLOTUS Michelle
Obama’s passionate delivery to the
American people once again humanized the one leading the nation. We
were reminded of what was inherited
only four years ago.

Brian M. Kolb (R, C, I – Canandaigua)
is the Assembly Minority Leader. As
always, constituents wishing to discuss
this topic or any other state-related matter
should contact my district office at (315)
781-2030 or e-mail me at kolbb@
assembly.state.ny.us. You can also find me
on Facebook and follow me on Twitter for
the latest news and informational updates
regarding state government and our
Assembly Minority Conference.

THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Speaker Dodges a Silver Bullet
By CARLOS GONZALEZ

ALBANY, NY -State ethics regulators
decided last week not to
authorize a full investigation of use of public
money by the Assembly speaker,
Sheldon Silver, to finance a confidential settlement with two women who
said they were sexually harassed by
Assemblyman Vito J. Lopez.
The decision basically gives
Speaker Silver a “Stay-out-of-Jail”
card, not that we’re suggesting he did
anything wrong criminally.
Instead, the Joint Commission
on Public Ethics has opted to focus its
inquiry more narrowly on the conduct
of Mr. Lopez, whose behavior is
already being investigated by prosecutors in New York City and Albany.
The commission has already asked
the Assembly, a lawyer representing
the women who said Mr. Lopez

harassed them, and others involved
in the settlement, to preserve records
relating to the case.
Gloria Allred, the lawyer who
represented two of the women, said
she had received a subpoena.
This decision not to fully investigate has stunned political insiders
throughout the Capitol.
Aides say Mr. Silver and his staff
may have acted inappropriately by
authorizing the confidential settlement for Lopez’ s bizarre behavior.
Though not one Democratic legislator was willing to go on the record
with us, “the sharks are circling,” claim
a notable member of the chamber.
Republicans, on the other hand, are
not talking. Why should they? This
scandal is damaging enough.
The ethics commission met
last Tuesday to discuss the sexual
harassment development. Several
government
watchdog
groups

had asked the commission to look
into Mr. Silver’s authorization of a
$103,080 state payment to two of the
women, and Mr. Silver, a Manhattan
Democrat, had said that he welcomed
such an inquiry.
The commission is made up of a
mix of members, some appointed by
the governor and others named by
legislative leaders. According to people
with knowledge of the deliberations,
some of the legislative appointees, from
both political parties, had concerns
about having a commission dominated
by a governor’s appointees look into the
internal workings of the Legislature.
“However, at stake is electorate
confidence,” said a senior member of
the Assembly.
This sentiment was echoed by a
high ranking member of the scandalscarred Democratic side of the Senate
who indicated “Lopez’s behavior was a
running joke on this side of the Capitol

Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany
Correspondent column. Direct comments
and inquiry to carlgonz1@gmail.com.
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The ‘Gay’-Activist Science Deniers
By J. MATT BARBER

Woe to any scientist
with an interest in
objectively researching
and reporting on
“LGBT”-related
issues. If your findings fail the left’s
socio-political “butterflies-and-rainbows” litmus test, the “progressive”
establishment will try to destroy you
– guaranteed. Thus, on these matters,
honest scientific inquiry will require
courage.
Kansas State University, July 2010:
Family Studies professor Dr. Walter
Schumm releases the most comprehensive study to date on the effects of
homosexual “parenting.” Published in
the Journal of Biosocial Science, the
study determined, among other things:
Children raised in “gay” households are up to 12 times more likely to
self-identify as “gay”;
Of those in their 20s – presumably
after they’d been able to work out any
adolescent confusion or experimentation – 58 percent of the children of
lesbians called themselves “gay,” and
33 percent of the children of “gay”
men called themselves “gay.” (Contrast
these rates with current studies indicating that around 3 percent of the
general population is homosexual.)
Just before the research was

released, AOL News reported,
“Schumm says it shouldn’t have taken
until 2010 to do the meta-analysis.Too
often his colleagues impose ‘liberal or
progressive political interpretations’
on their studies, which inhibit further
inquiry. ‘It’s kind of sad,’” he said.
Sad, yes, but it’s also by design.
“I just want to know the truth
about something,” he confessed.
Unfortunately, there are many with
an extreme socio-political agenda that
depend entirely upon suppressing the
truth.
“As if expecting a political backlash
himself,” reported AOL, “Schumm
concludes his study with a quote from
philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. ‘All
truth passes through three stages: First
it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently
opposed. Third, it is accepted as being
self-evident.’”
Indeed, left-wing backlash
was both swift and fierce. Schumm
was instantly decried as a “quack,” a
“conservative plant”and a “fraud.”Over
the past two years, both Schumm and
his study have passed through all three
of Schopenhauer’s fiery stages, only to
emerge unsinged.
But the damage to honest inquiry
was already done. The message to
anyone else who might conduct such
a study was clear: If you dare release

research on homosexuality and we
don’t like your findings, we’re coming
for you.
Not everyone got the message.
University of Texas-Austin, June
2012: Dr. Mark Regnerus leads a
team of researchers on another peerreviewed homosexual “parenting”
study labeled: “How different are the
adult children of parents who have
same-sex relationships? Findings from
the New Family Structures Study.”
The study was published in the
journal Social Science Research. Its
website FAQ page summarizes the
findings: “[T]he data show rather
clearly that children raised by gay
or lesbian parents on average are
at a significant disadvantage when
compared to children raised by the
intact family of their married, biological mother and father.”
Focus on the Family’s Citizenlink
distills the research: “According to
[Regnerus’] findings, children raised
by homosexual parents are more
likely than those raised by married
heterosexual parents to suffer from
poor impulse control, depression and
suicidal thoughts, require mental
health therapy; identify themselves as
homosexual; choose cohabitation; be
unfaithful to partners; contract sexually transmitted diseases; be sexually

molested; have lower income levels;
drink to get drunk; and smoke tobacco
and marijuana.”
Again, you could’ve set your watch
to the liberal response. They went
ballistic.
Notorious homosexual activist
Scott Rosensweig (a/k/a, Scott Rose.
Warning: link to Rosenweig’s extremist
history is profane and offensive) filed a
formal complaint, demanding that the
University of Texas both investigate
and, ultimately, fire Dr. Regnerus for
his findings.
A gaggle of homosexualist
academics and liberal activists pounced,
bewailing the study as “homophobic”
and “methodologically flawed.” Darren
E. Sherkat, a professor of sociology
at Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale, conducted an “audit” of
the already peer-reviewed study and
arrived at the unassailable, scholarly
and poignantly worded conclusion:
“It’s bulls–t.”
Except that it wasn’t.
On Wednesday, the University
of Texas – no bastion of conservatism
– released a highly anticipated report
on its findings, summarily dismissing
Rosensweig, Sherkat and the dozens
of “progressive” critics who couldn’t
stomach the study’s game-changing
implications. This painstaking inquiry
was spearheaded by an independent
consultant who formerly ran the
Office of Research Integrity at the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
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Services.
Noted UT-Austin: “As with
much university research, Regnerus’
New Family Structures Study touches
on a controversial and highly personal
issue that is currently being debated by
society at large. The university expects
the scholarly community will continue
to evaluate and report on the findings
of the Regnerus article and supports
such discussion.”
Still, observed the report, the
research was properly conducted and
“no formal investigation is warranted
into the allegations of scientific
misconduct lodged against associate
professor Mark Regnerus.”
Experience of the millennia,
indeed child-like common sense,
frequently informs reality. Children are
best served – vastly so – when raised by
a mother and father.
Although there are sometimes
unavoidable circumstances that
short-circuit the mom-dad gold standard (single parenthood, etc.), this
undeniable truth, to borrow from
Schopenhauer, has, heretofore, been
“accepted as being self-evident.”
So why on earth would we intentionally and selfishly sabotage it?
While we don’t necessarily
need studies to reaffirm that which
is so obvious, it is helpful to find
a fast-growing body of research
available to refute the “new-normalmodern-family” propaganda that
sits tendentiously atop today’s
Continued on page 22

Holistic Health Services
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of
my clients.
I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative relationship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.
My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drugless alternatives to healing:

· Chakra Therapy
· Counseling

· E xploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit
· E nergy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
· Hypnotism
· Guided Meditation
· Power of Prayer/Mind Power
· Spiritual and Psychic Healing
· Spiritual Development
Please contact me at my office at:
By appointment only
Holistic Health Services
Free consultation will be
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
given on first visit
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

914.630.1928

A D V E RT I S E M E N T
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pursue truth in an environment that
holds objective scientific inquiry sacrosanct.They should be free to follow the
evidence wheresoever it may lead, even
when such ends prove unfashionable.
But alas, the lie shall forevermore
seek to imprison truth. So it was in a

world once flat; and so it remains in a
world with throwaway parents.
But take heart. In the end, truth
does prevail. For it is the promise of
Truth Himself: “If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the

truth will set you free.” (John 8:30-32)

as well as experts in New York State
about options that may help us avoid
pitting taxpayer groups against parents
and school districts. As property taxes
have soared and many older people
can no longer afford to stay in their
homes even when mortgages are paid
off, I have been investigating alternatives to how we fund schools, as well
as other mandates which drive the cost
of education up, without necessarily
buying us any more in the classroom.
On Monday, September 10th, the
Governor’s education commission
is holding a public hearing for the
Hudson Valley region in Newburgh,
NY. I will be presenting testimony

which encompasses such areas for
serious consideration as: the Wicks
Law; property reassessments; regional
negotiations; allowing teachers the
ability to transfer between schools for
professional growth; BOCES consolidation of back-office services such
as payroll, purchasing, and personnel
management; school district reorganization; statewide health insurance for
all educators; health contributions that
could be tiered based on salary; funding
for Charter Schools to come from a
separate budget that does not impact
local school district revenues; and, a
combination of property and local
income tax to fund schools available as

a local option. My full testimony will
be posted to the Governor’s website
on the Commission’s page after the
hearing on Monday. These areas are
ones that I have either introduced
legislation to address, or alternately
have discussed at town meetings
with constituents, school boards, and
taxpayer groups.
I look forward to making progress
on this issue and encourage others as
well to convey their suggestions for
educational reform to the Commission
through its website.
Sincerely,
Sandy Galef
Assemblywoman; 90th A.D.

NYS Assembly Speaker Silver Must Be Relieved His Office

happenstances alleged. City Council
President Chuck Lesnick made light
of it; Councilman Chris Johnson
was incredulous to being labeled a
“bully”, and Ms Nicole Benjamin
was more concerned about having
an opportunity to become employed
in the City of Yonkers than to be
“truthful” with the Yonkers Tribune.
Always an angle; always an agenda!
Why?
The anti-bullying legislation
promoted, and later introduced by
Yonkers City Councilman Michael
Sabatino (D-WF-3rd District)
remained fully aware of the alleged
circumstances perpetrated against
Ms Benjamin by Councilman
Johnson. It has been said Mr Sabatino
had oftentimes berated Councilman
Johnson to stop the verbal attacks.
Even so, Councilman Sabatino has
been shy to discuss the allegations
made against his colleague and the
aide Johnson once employed for the
sake of being “accommodating” of
his colleague instead of telling it as
it is. Assemblywoman Shelly Mayer
employs Councilman Sabatino’s
partner; she could not be reached
for comment. Senator Andrea

Continued from page 21
moral-relativist house of cards.
Still, those who seek to deconstruct legitimate marriage and the

natural family will always endeavor to
suppress honest inquiry. They must.
Even so, whether liberal or conservative, “gay” or straight, the scientific
community should be allowed to

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter)
is an attorney concentrating in constitutional law. He serves as Vice President of
Liberty Counsel Action. (This information is provided for identification purposes
only.)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Education Reform
Testimony

To the Editor:
Governor Cuomo’s New NY
Education Reform Commission has
been tasked with evaluating ways to
improve our public education system
in New York. As one of the priciest, but

not always highest performing states,
our public schools and our public are
being underserved by an outdated
system with a price tag that continues
to grow exponentially while maintaining stable performance ratings in
many districts that are not keeping
pace with other similar states.
I believe that in order for New
York to get back to the head of the
class in education nationally and internationally, we need to make some deep
changes to the way we pay for schools,
and the way that they are currently
organized.
Over the past few years, I have
been speaking with my constituents

THE HEZITORIAL

By HEZI ARIS
Allegations
Made
Against
Yonkers
City
Coucilman
Christopher Johnson
(pictured)
and
President Chuck Lesnick

New York State Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver has earned immeasurable power and clout over his
nearly two decades in office. Mr
Silver is so powerful a figure he
has even garnered the support of
Senators Chuck Schumer and
Kirsten Gillibrand, and NYS
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli, and
many rank and file members of the
New York State Legislature too weak
to own up to the travesty committed
by Speaker Silver in defense of his
friend, Assemblyman and Brooklyn
Democratic party boss Vito Lopez
who is alleged to have groped and
bullied women on his staff. Silver’s
conduct in sticking his hand into the
taxpayer’s till, pulling out $103,000
to allegedly pay off at least two of
allegedly four women who accuse

Lopez of sexually harassing them
validates the women’s assertions by
the very fact that Speaker Silver was
looking to hush them up. The hush
up attempt is bad enough. It is even
more disgusting that Speaker Silver
believes he is entitled to use taxpayer
funds as he deems fit without
divulging his conduct.
Who enabled the speaker to take
the $103,000? From what line in the
budget did this money arrive? Does

Speaker Silver have a credit card
that is funded by taxpayer money
that permits him to use said money
to cover up an alleged crime? And
in that alleged cover-up, why does
Speaker Silver believe he is entitled
to steal $103,000 in taxpayer money
to enable his part of the alleged crime
to allegedly be exacted? It is this sort
of alleged conduct that should spur
the potential voter to cast their votes
against these politicians.
Westchester County District
Attorney Janet DiFiore, Governor
Andrew Cuomo’s appointment to
the New York State Commission
on Public Ethics ( JCOPE) was
expected to sit in judgment of
Speaker Silver, as would have Albany
County District Attorney David
Soares, and Staten Island District
Attorney Dan Donovan, Special
Prosecutor in a criminal probe
of Lopez before Speaker Silver’s
conduct came to light. Initial expectations have been diminished by the
reduced focus of conduct to only
focus on Assemblyman Vito Lopez,
with no attention to the conduct of

Speaker Sheldon Silver.
This incident may seem far
removed from most people’s reality
but it seems to be closer than one
would have imagined for Yonkersites
and those who reside in Westchester
County, but it is not. A complaint
filed with the Equal Employment
Opportunity (EEO) by former
Yonkers City Council Aide Nicole
Benjamin against Councilman
Christopher Johnson, for whom
she once worked and was recently
dismissed, contends she was “forced
to work under hostile conditions and
bullied’ by Councilman Johnson. Her
EEO filing also contends Yonkers
City Councilman Chuck Lesnick
grabbed her “by the hand, shook”
her, “and yelled” at her. Witnesses
are alleged to be willing to speak
to the allegations made. President
Lesnick could today not be reached
for comment.
Yonkers Tribune was aware of this
simmering issue for a few months. In
our inquiry of the alleged protagonists in the past, each may be defined
as dismissive of their hand in the

Continued on page 23
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NYS Assembly Speaker Silver Must Be Relieved His Office
Continued from page 22
Stewart-Cousins for whom
Councilman Johnson works has “no
comment”. The entire Yonkers City
Council have been aware of the
alleged conduct of Mr Johnson but

have been mum, enablers all. Shame
on everyone of them.
Does bullying only relate to
gays? Are women worthless? Must
they be treated less than the cretans
with the label Councilman before
their names? It’s time for credible

term as he hopes. It is an effort that
would afford the politically dead
Mr Lesnick to become the walking
women to be elected to the office
dead. Zombies are not welcome in
of Yonkers City Council President
Yonkers.
and to the office of Yonkers City
This telling reveals that silence
Council member. The allegations
is the enabler of such conduct.
against Chuck Lesnick are alone
Conduct Guardian
anathema to those
Page
26
The WesTchesTer
sufficient
to derail any effort for an
who
attempt
to live by an ethical
extension of term limits to a third

CLASSIFIED ADS

WEIR ONLY HUMAN

Symphony of the City
By BOB WEIR

Growing up in a
tenement on the
lower east side of
Manhattan during
the 50s gave me and
my 5 siblings a view of poverty that
most of our peers today have never
experienced. “Tar Beach,” was a
favorite hangout during summer. A
place where you could grab some
rays to change your complexion,
from city pale to country red. It
had all the conveniences of conventional beaches; plenty of sunshine;
a soft place to lay your blanket; it
was close to restrooms and it had a
great view. Actually, it was an aerial
view. Five floors above the street,
you could stretch out on the black
tar roof covering, softened by the
heat and feel like you were in your
own private resort. It didn’t take long
for the merciless shower of shine
to eat up whatever melanin your
skin contained, and begin the parbroiling process.
There was a public swimming
pool about a mile away from us. Pitt
Street Pools, as it was known, was
downtown on a street named, you
guessed it; Pitt. For about a nickel
you could rent a locker and swim
all day. Mom would let us go there
occasionally, with the admonition
to not overdo the sunbathing. One
blistering summer afternoon, after
playing in the chlorine capital of
downtown Manhattan for several
hours, I stretched out on the wet tiles
and fell asleep, face down. By the
time I awakened, people were frying
bacon on my back and shoulders. I
remember waking up and realizing
that the back of me was very hot, but
there wasn’t any significant pain yet.
A few hours later, back in our apartment, I was climbing the walls. I got
accustomed to sleeping face down
for a long time while the healing

process took place.
The front fire escape was a place
of refuge on hot, steamy nights and
a place of entertainment during
summer days.There was a fire hydrant
directly in front of our apartment
building, and during those sweltering
months it was our swimming pool,
our beach and our amusement park.
Thankfully, on many of those torrid
days someone would use a wrench
on that iron reservoir and turned it
into a refreshing retreat from the
travails of a repetitious existence. The
“Johnny Pump,” as it was referred
to in those days, gushed its aqueous
product at a rate of about 20 gallons
a second, the result of extreme pressure. That pressure was put to good
use by those of us who knew how to
direct it. By cutting out both ends of
a tin can, you could use the resulting
cylinder-shaped implement to direct
a stream of water for 50 feet or more.
One had to be able to hold the can
tightly to the mouth of the hydrant
without having it wrenched away by
the tremendous force of the gusher.
Being struck by that tidal surge could
knock you off your feet from several
yards away.
When cars drove down the
street, they would stop before
getting to the hydrant, and roll up
their windows. Most people didn’t
mind being blasted by “the urban
immersion” and would simply
drive through with smiling faces.
However, there were others who
preferred a bellicose posture, waving
fists and issuing threats toward the
person standing at the hydrant with
water cannon in hand. The way it
usually happened was, the driver
would be given the go-ahead, then,
as he got within range, the guy with
the can would perform the baptism.
The flood-ravaged car would have to
be driven halfway down the block
before it could get out from under

the thirty-foot wall of cascading
water. At that point it was unlikely
that the driver would come out of
the car to exact retribution because
he would have to face a torrential
bombardment all the way.
People would sit atop their lofty
perches and signal their approval
with raucous cheers as a parade of
exhibitions unfolded before them.
Inevitably, the police would arrive
and the temporary diversion would
come to a sudden end. The thirsty
summer sun would lick the streets
dry once more and the area would
fall silent as people resumed their
monotonous routines. The fire
escape was also a more comfortable
place to sleep on sweltering nights

compass. Those revealed in this
telling are all Democrats. Yesterday
the culprits were Republicans. One
has to wonder who will be next to
soil their reputation.
Be very careful of those you
consider to vote into office.
ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012
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Sail & Save Event
Modern mid-sized ships
Extraordinary values available now. With over 135 years of sailing experience, Holland America Line provides a
premium cruise vacation that is also an exceptional value. You’ll enjoy longer days in port and return each day to your
spacious stateroom, gourmet meals and top-notch entertainment in an atmosphere of timeless elegance.

Panama Canal Sunfarer

Caribbean New Year

11 nights, Dec 10 - 21, 2012
ms Zuiderdam | Offer #1206331

7 nights, Dec 29, 2012 - Jan 5, 2013
ms Eurodam | Offer #1206136

Exclusive $50 onboard credit*
VH - Verandah
Stateroom
$

SY - Verandah
Suite
$

HH - Oceanview
Stateroom
$

VH - Verandah
Stateroom
$

per person*

per person*

per person*

per person*

per person*

1,399

7 nights, Mar 31 - Apr 7, 2013
ms Nieuw Amsterdam | Offer #1305907

Exclusive $50 onboard credit*

HH - Oceanview
Stateroom
$

1,099

Eastern Caribbean

1,999

899

1,199

SZ - Verandah
Stateroom
$

1,999
per person*

Exclusive $50 onboard credit*
G - Oceanview
Stateroom
$

VF - Verandah
Stateroom
$

SY - Verandah
Stateroom
$

per person*

per person*

per person*

999

1,099

1,899

Spacious, mid-sized ships with a sophisticated ambiance • Warm, intuitive style of service from academy-trained professionals
Sophisticated cuisine prepared by master chefs • Inspired activities, engaging enrichment and diverse evening options
Culinary Arts Center presented by Food & Wine magazine • “An Evening at Le Cirque” in the Pinnacle Grill

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603
pisabrothers.com

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

*Fares are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy, and include non-discountable amounts. Government Fees & Taxes are additional. Value of shipboard credit is for two guests. Fuel supplement has been suspended. Holland America Line reserves the right to reinstate the fuel supplement for all guests at up to $9 per
person per day if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel. Ship’s Registry: The Netherlands. Pisa Brothers strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors and omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers.
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