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RADIO

Of Significance

Westchester Guardian Radio Network
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – The Guardian Radio Network, WGRN, operated
under the auspices of Hezitorial Absurdity, Inc. president Hezi Aris, continues to
build its programing day on the Blog TalkRadio platform. In addition to Westchester
On the Level with Richard Narog and Hezi Aris, are And Nothing But the Truth Coast to Coast with Frank Vernuccio, Jr., and Larry L. Allison, and The Conservative
Torch with Carmine Torchetti, Jr. Herein is the schedule for the week of November 7 – 11, 2011.
Some of Richard Narog and Hezi Aris’ guests this coming week are: Yonkers mayoral candidate
Carlo Calvi, Narog and Aris discussing the demeanor of the electorateas they head to ballot box on
Election Day, an analysis of the results, and interviews with those who earned the support of the constituents they are to represent.
Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlinks:
Westchester on the Level -http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel;
And Nothing But the Truth – Coast to Coast –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel/and-nothing-but-the-truth--coast-to-coast; and
The
Conservative
the-conservative-torch.
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Torch

–http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel/

Each show may be heard live or on demand. Choose from an MP3 download option, or peruse
our audio archives. The hyperlink to each respective interview becomes active within a half-hour of the
ending of an interview so as to allow for on demand listening.
Recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling
us toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. All we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question and /
or your statement.
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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed
in, Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable information without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO
KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the pursuit may
lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM OF THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than focusing
on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily journals,
we will instead seek to provide the broader, more comprehensive,
chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with
analysis, where appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when,
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We
will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which
cannot be obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not
necessarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that
we cannot be all things to all readers. We must carefully balance
the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and
commentary, with features and columns useful in daily living and
employment in, and around, the county. We must stay trim and flexible
if we are to succeed.
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The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 25 – An Open-Air Talk
By ALLAN LUKS

Two days before
leaving for New Mexico,
Kenny asks his surprised
wife, Roz, to listen to the
points he’s prepared for the
talk he’ll give in Santa Fe.
“I’m happy to. You never ask me to hear
lines you’re rehearsing for an acting part.”
Roz takes a chair from the dining room
and places it in front of the living room
window of their small apartment. “Looking
out the window while you speak will be a
tiny bit like talking in the outdoor theater,
although there, instead of cars, you’ll be
seeing sand.”
Kenny backs up to the opposite wall.
“Because of all my amateur acting experiences, the group selected me to give the
first talk promoting our film. But I’ve never
lectured before; you know that. And also, I’ve
never played to an audience of a thousand.”
Kenny stares out the window. “I won’t
use the outline when I talk, but I need to
remember the points in case my thoughts get
confused. Like I’m lecturing, but at the same
time suddenly seeing my liver doctor, or the
entertainment agent who wants a video from
Santa Fe because maybe she’d be interested
in signing me. I mean, knowing that either
could happen soon.”
As the one-hour Retired Person’s Dating
Film ends, applause starts in the open-air

theater built for large musical performances.
The giant movie screen disappears.
Kenny leaves the wing where he was
waiting and stands alone in the middle of
the big stage. The sun hasn’t set yet, and he
guesses that at least half the seats are full; yes,
probably more than a thousand people and
almost all are gray haired. He looks outside
at the endless brown desert and its stillness.
Kenny is unsure if he is using the actor’s
technique of exchanging a brief stare with
the audience in order to have them believe
they’re connected, or if he really feels a link
to them—
“I’m glad you liked The Retired Person’s
Dating Film,” Kenny begins. “You saw our
film’s different scenes, which show how,
when men and women in their fifties, sixties,
seventies, and beyond, meet, and want to
form relationships, it’s honesty they most
want. That’s the film’s first point. So for those
of you alone and seeking relationships, look
around and find some eyes that say “honesty,”
and when I finish my talk go over to their
owner. Begin this evening; don’t delay—
which is another theme in the film. Yes, we
should all ask, why not start something this
evening?”
He never thought of that line before, but
being at the center of this great stage, seeing
the huge desert all around, and a thousand,
mostly gray haired people before him—yes,

why can’t so much begin tonight because of
him? Really?
His voice suddenly loud, “Yes, now is the
time to get involved, even beyond personal
relationships. If you’re healthy enough, now’s
not a time to stay on the sidelines. That’s
another conclusion in our film.”
Some applause—
“But will you get involved? Really.”
Kenny can no longer see individual
faces because of the continuous glare of
the stage lights and the now darkening sky
outside. Waiting for his next words, trying to
remember all of his outline points, all their
faces watching him, waiting for him. Should
they be--?
“Society wants your honest power.
The power of your need to make your last
opportunities, whatever they are, is to make
them right. Will we respond? I mean all of
us—yes.”
Was the video camera capturing an
honest connection or a disconnection with
the audience? After receiving the disc, would
the entertainment agent just throw it and his
phone number away? Speak honestly now,
needing to-“More than half of you worry about
having enough money to live on, pay medical
bills, keep up with housing costs, save a few
dollars for your children. I know the surveys.
But we also have this power.”

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Ten – The Slide Toward the Abyss
By BOB MARRONE
I don’t particularly like
my choice of the word Abyss.
But after considering all the
options, and despite that just about every
book about depression employs it, I have
concluded that no other word will do. One of
the defining features of depression, at least as
I experienced it, is the endless decent, and the
dynamic that it can always get worse; which
it all too frequently does.
I awakened very early that Sunday
morning, despite getting to sleep quite late
the night before. I was to learn that this was
my first day suffering from what experts call
early morning awakening, a symptom of
depression that would bedevil me for years
and one that would, in combination with

other phenomena, change my views about
what constitutes the self. As I write this you
may know that no one in this world appreciates a good night’s sleep more than I; and as
you read on, I hope you will develop an even
greater appreciation about why I do.
As my eyes opened, I became aware
of physical pain. There were actually two
different kinds: One the achy feeling in the
muscles of my arms and legs from cramping
the night before. The other was one I never
experienced before. For the first time in my
life, I felt a pain that seemed linked to my
mental state. But it was real physical pain. If
you have had it, you will know what I mean.
For others, work with me here. My back
ached from the top of my neck down to the

base of my spine. Freddy Mercury, of Queen,
captured the feeling in his classic piece,
Bohemian Rhapsody, with the words “body
aching al the time.”
Along with these maladies came a kind
of mental malaise wherein my thoughts, bad
thoughts…augmented by the malevolent
feelings that went with them…seemed to
flow in and the out of my head, as if they had
been stirred up by some inner explosion from
the bottom of my soul. There were all kinds
of thoughts: things I was guilty about, failures at school, shame from fights I avoided
concern for my health, fear for my future, and
terror from what was happening to me.
Some of the strangest and hurtful experiences were those resurrected from my

His words had never appeared in this
order when he’d practiced. But now, he was
writing, editing and speaking his lines at the
same time.
“I worry about a liver problem. Maybe
it’ll get worse. It looks at me during the day.
But after doing the film, which took us three
years, and understanding much more about
who we retired are, I now look back and past
my liver.
“In the film, you saw that I play a recently
retired man who may run for political office.
His first attempt. I might actually do that,
really. Will my liver give me the time? But
that’s my liver’s problem. I feel my power—
my liver is on the sidelines. I’m not.”
Kenny silent—and then deciding, yes, he
is finished.
He takes several steps back on the otherwise empty stage. “Thank you.”
Applause—yes, loud, he tells himself,
although, should it be louder in the openair darkness? How can he judge, really judge
about what may begin tomorrow?
Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social
works leader and advocate for volunteerism.
He is the former head of Big Brothers, Big
Sisters of New York and is currently a visiting
professor at Fordham University, where he
teaches several courses in nonprofit leadership.
You can learn more about Allan Luks at http://
allanluks.com. You can also write to him mailto:allan@allanluks.com.

childhood. One that stands out involved me
selfishly accepting a ride to the park with my
uncle while I left my mother waiting at a bus
stop. The thought rose up uncontrollably as
if summoned by the guilt and shame that
were washing over me. Somehow the feelings matched those of that eight year old boy,
except that they were amplified and obsessive. That obsession, as would many others,
went on for days. Others went on for weeks.
More thoughts, some sad, others fearful,
still others invoking great shame washed over
me. Lies told, spankings received, notions of
inferiority and the actions that drove them,
all came into my consciousness like waves on
an endless sea. These emotional assaults from
years ago mixed with the horror and shame
of the more recent uninvited and unresolved
conflicts, all of it, fueled by doubt and dread,
terrified me. The dread came from I knew not
where, the doubt from the erosion of my sense
of self that was accelerating minute by minute.
Continued on page 5
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No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the
Darkness of Depression
Continued from page 4
I paced the floors trying to control my
thoughts all the while on the edge of panic.
This time the panic was from the realization
that I could not control my thoughts or feelings, and adding to that was the realization
that I had to fly away that day on my first
road trip of my new career.
Over the next several hours I managed
to get a hold of myself to the point where I
was somewhat stable. My body ached, the
thoughts and bad feelings were still there
but the volume, if you will, was turned down.
The dread and fear that something was very
wrong with me, however, did not abate. And,
as I prepared for my trip, a new feeling began
to fill me, at first vaguely, then progressively
more profoundly. It was a sense of pure
hopelessness.
I began to feel that nothing mattered
and that my life would forever be without
joy or meaning. It was a kind of soul death
so horrible that I fought it off; not so much
the feeling but the conclusions of worthlessness and futility that it conjured within me.
My agitation seemed to improve, save for a
constant dry mouth and lip biting, but at the
price of this strange decent into darkness.
As I boarded the plane my thoughts
continued to swirl along with the variety of
bad feelings that colored them. I was afraid

and felt very alone. Soon, though, my sense
of isolation was to be interrupted by yet
another new phenomenon. With a loud
thump the stewardess shut the cabin door.
At once I felt trapped. For the first time in
my life I knew what a phobia was. The cabin
seemed to shrink and I felt smothered and
panic stricken. All I wanted to do was run out
of that plane. My heart beat faster and faster,
my mouth grew drier still, the walls blurred
and I fought to get hold of myself, much the
same way as I had the night before.
Somehow, I got control of myself. But I
learned something new that would become a
pattern in my life for the next few years. Each
time I would experience a panic attack…
and there were to be many more and much
worse than this one… old buried thoughts
and insecurities would be thrown into my
consciousness as they had that morning,
leaving me with despair and more obsessions
to deal with.
And so, I was on my way to Flint,
Michigan. I was also on my way to the only
place in the soul that is hell if, indeed, there
is one.
Listen to Bob Marrone every weekday from
6:00-8:30 am on the Good Morning Westchester
with Bob Marrone on WVOX-1460 AM
radio.

Author Dennis Sheehan Book Signing Event

Author Dennis Sheehan, a resident
of Chappaqua, NY will be available to
sign copies of his novel, Purchased Power,
November 12th, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., at
Briar Bagels & More, located at 549 N. State
Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510.
The protagonist of Purchased Power is
John Moore, a successful and brilliant yacht
designer living the good life outside of San
Francisco. Life seems perfect, when without
warning he discovers his wife is being
unfaithful and plotting to take over his business. He quickly devises a plan to save his

business and leave her for good. He soon
finds himself in a world he did not
Continued on page 6
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Author Dennis Sheehan
Book Signing Event
Continued from page 5
know existed—a world of global political
corruption and intrigue. Purchased Power is
a story of human weakness, greed, and good
people whose errors in judgment put their
lives on perilous paths. Follow John Moore
on an epic journey to some of the most exotic
countries in the world as he tries desperately
to save a good woman from the clutches of
the corrupt.
Mr Sheehan recently appeared as a
guest on the Westchester On the Level
radio program and will again be the guest
of the show on Monday, November 14th,
from 10 am to 12 Noon. The discussion
will deal with the new political world order.
Tune in at www.BlogTalkRadio.com/
WestchesterOntheLevel/
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Sur La Table Opens First Yonkers Store

New Ridge Hill Store Includes Cooking Class Program
YONKERS, NY—Seattle-based Sur
La Table, the retail destination for those with
a passion for cooking and a love for food, will
open its first Yonkers location in Ridge Hill
on Wednesday, November 16, 2011. This
location will make the fourth store for the
state of New York (a fifth store located in the
Hearst Tower is scheduled to open in midDecember). Other locations include: SoHo
and the Upper East Side in New York City
and Manhasset.
Sur La Table is nearing a 40-year legacy
of knowledgeable and passionate service.
Dedicated employees, many of them serious
cooks themselves, share their expertise
and enthusiasm for cooking everyday. The
6,673-square-foot store will employ about 20
full- and part-time employees. Anthony Disla,

previously with the company’s Upper East
Side store, will manage the Yonkers location.
The store’s cooking class program will
be led by Resident Chef, Michael Proietti.
On November 16th, 17th and 18th Chef
Proietti will be in the kitchen cooking up
a variety of dishes from upcoming classes,
serving tastings and greeting customers.
Demonstrations times will vary, no reservations required.
Sur La Table is located in Ridge Hill,
167 Market Street, Yonkers, NY 10710.
Since its beginnings in Seattle’s Pike
Place Market in 1972, Sur La Table has
believed that the kitchen is the center of
the home. Today, those with a passion for
cooking and a love for food can discover a
leading selection of global brands in over 85

Sur La Table stores, online at www.surlatable.com, through the Sur La Table Catalog
and via the Sur La Table Gift Registry. With
cooking classes in over 25 locations, Sur
La Table operates the largest avocational
cooking school nationwide. From essential
basics to hard-to-find specialty tools and
cookware, Sur La Table is sure to have something for every cook.

CALENDAR

Cochran School of
Nursing Information
Session

YONKERS, NY—St. John’s Riverside
Hospital’s Cochran School of Nursing will be
having an Information Session on Thursday,
November 17, 2011, at 7:00pm. The session
is designed to inform attendees about the
school’s resources, as well as to review the
Admissions requirements and procedures.
The Information Session will be conducted
at the Cochran School of Nursing, St. John’s
Riverside Hospital, Andrus Pavilion, 967
North Broadway, Yonkers, N.Y. 10701
For further information contact: Kathi
Vitola at 914-964-4606 or kvitola@riversidehealth.org

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
I hope everyone
survived the freaky early
snow storm that left so
many of us without power
and trees down all over the
place. Once again neighbors and friends here
in northern Westchester bonded together to
help each other out. When someone got power
back, it was an invite for dinner, a shower
and some heat. Let’s hope November will be
warm and cozy just like this week’s “News and
Notes…”
As the temperature drops, the good
folks at the Community Center of Northern
Westchester help neighbors in need with
their annual Share the Warmth drive.
Through December 10th they will gratefully
accept donations of new, warm sleepwear,
robes, socks and slippers for children (infant
through 18 years). New, unwrapped clothes
may be brought to the Center during regular
hours. They welcome volunteer assistance for
sorting and distributing these gifts as well.
Please contact the Center if you would like to
help Share the Warmth...thank you for your
generosity.
Our friends at the Tarrytown Music Hall
have really lined up some star power (at last
for my generation!) in their upcoming concert
schedule. Blood Sweat and Tears, Don Mclean,
and personal favorite Olivia Newton John all
performing live in November and December,
for tickets give them a call at 877-840-0457.
Congratulations goes out to Mount Kisco

resident Kevin Bannon as he has been elected
board president for the Boys & Girls Club of
Northern Westchester.
No one loves Christmas more than my
family, but it seems a tad early to be highlighting events, but here we go…it’s time again
for the 25th annual St, Patrick’s Christmas
Boutique in Bedford being held on Saturday,
November 19th with over 70 holiday vendors.
There is even a Santa room for photos with
that jolly ole stocking stuffer…
The Music Conservatory of Westchester
(MCW), a non-profit school of the arts in
White Plains, will celebrate the 25th anniversary of its Music Therapy Institute (MTI)
with its first annual “Novembowl” benefit on
Thursday, November 17th. “Novembowl” will
be held at Spins Bowl, the new state-of-the-art,
19-lane bowling center located inside Grand
Prix New York (GPNY) – the 118,000-squarefoot racing and entertainment facility located in
Mount Kisco, N.Y. The evening will start off
with a cocktail hour, which always helps my
bowling, followed with a night of bowling;
racing; fine food and live music featuring the
talented Conservatory students and faculty.
Happy 50th Birthday wishes go out to our
good friend Steve Horowitz, president of AAA
Pro Credit Solutions in Katonah.
The Schoolhouse Theater in Croton Falls
presents “Time of the Cuckoo,” no, it’s not my
life story…on November 10 – 12, for more
information call 914-277-8477.
In high school shows, don’t miss “The

Man Who Came to Dinner,” presented by the
Haldane High School Drama Department in
Cold Spring on November 10 and 11.
My wife will really enjoy the Wildflower
Wonders of the World being held at the
Teatown Lake Reservation Nature Center on
November 11th. Check out some of the most
spectacular flower displays in the world. For
details call 914-762-2912.
Attention Blues music lovers, it’s “Back On
the Track” Blues Jam at Gordo’s in Hawthorne.
It’s an open Blues music jam session, so
bring your horn, harp, or pipes on Thursday
November 10th. Gee, I wonder if I can bring
my harmonica…
Good luck to long time school administrator William Donohue as he has been named
the superintendent of the Byram Hills Board
of Education.
Turning to sports:
In high school sectional play, in boys’ football, it was John Jay beating Rye 21 to 0. In
boys’ soccer, North Salem got by Kennedy by
the final score of 1-0, turning to Field Hockey,
Lakeland defeated Pearl River 9-0 and finally
in Volleyball action, Fox Lane shut down
Yonkers 3 to 0.
Happy Veterans Day and a big thank
you to all our courageous men and women of
the Armed Forces both past and present for
protecting the rights and freedoms of this great
country we live in. See you next week…
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch
in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment
LLC. As president he has seen rapid growth of
the company with the signing of numerous clients.
He currently resides in Bedford Hills with his wife
Sarah and three girls, Kate, Amanda and Claire.
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Are New Yorkers Getting Their Money’s
Worth in Educational Spending
By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Are the vast sums of
taxpayer dollars poured
into New York’s public schools reflected in
the quality of education and rates of student
achievement being reported?
A study from the Foundation for
Education Reform & Accountability raises
serious questions about how effectively those
funds are used.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau,
Albany spent more per pupil than any other
state in the nation during the latest reporting
period. At $18,126, NY spending towers over
the national average of $10,499. The closest
state was New Jersey at $16,271. Over the past
decade, there has been a seven billion dollar
increase in New York’s public school funding.
But have New Yorkers received an adequate
return on their expensive investment?
The Foundation’s study provides a
disturbing answer. Four year graduation rates
for far too many high school districts are
dismal. Although the state average is about
80%, the five largest school districts report
statistics that illustrate the crisis. NYC, the
largest, claims that 61% receive their diplomas
on time. Yonkers has a 63.2% rate, Rochester,
46.1%, Syracuse, 45.9%, and Buffalo, 47.4%.
The Lower Hudson Valley districts did better,
with Rockland achieving an 82% success rate,
followed by Westchester at 80%. Moving
further north, Ulster County, despite spending
more per pupil than anyplace else in the state
(approximately $20,700) had a 73% four year
graduation rate, seven points below the state
average.
Even those students who do graduate and
proceed to college present challenges. 49.9% of
them require remedial coursework.
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The reasons New Yorkers do not receive
an adequate bang for their educational buck are
numerous, but several may well be prominent.
Of course, in many areas in the lower part of
the state, the cost of living is higher. However,
the Foundation believes that one problem is
union contracts that prevent reform measures
from being implemented, and union resistance
to charter schools.
Marcus Winters, a senior fellow at the
Manhattan Institute, believes that there is a
disconnect between the credentials that teachers
receive in their education and the actual needs
of the students. This problem is made worse by
the practice of placing actual teacher effectiveness in a distant second place to the acquisition
of credentials of dubious worth in actual practice when considering promotions, pay, or
tenure. The issue is exacerbated by the failure
to provide appropriate recognition of educators
who truly excel in the classroom.
Another profound issue concerns the
actual curriculum. As New York’s public schools
progressively spend less time on the basics-reading, grammar, mathematics, and American
history--in favor of less traditional subjects, the
ability of students to develop proficiency in
fundamental skills diminishes. Eventually, this
leads to disappointing results when adolescents
move from the confines of high school to the
more competitive realm of college and eventually, the work force.
Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr. can be reached at
nycommunityaction@gmail.com. Visit the
COMACTA website at comactainc.com.
Vernuccio is the president of the Community
Action Civic Association, Inc.

ENERGY

Ball Urges Fracking Regulation
By ABBY LUBY
There’s a camera shot in
the beginning of Josh Fox’s
film “Gasland,” about hydraulic
fracturing, where he is faces
the camera, wearing a full face gas mask and
innocently plucking his banjo. Looming in the
sparse expansive background are two towering
(L-R): “Gasland” filmmaker Josh Fox next to
natural gas drills, poised like giant erector sets.
New York State Senator Greg Ball” - Photo by
You get the message.
and courtesy of Abby Luby
Continued on page 8

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest
interest rates available in the marketplace.
• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

Lexington Capital Associates, LLC.
240 North Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10801
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806
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Ball Urges Fracking Regulation

cubic feet of natural gas a year.
Here’s how hydraulic fracturing
works. As much as one million gallons of
water carrying a sand and chemical mix
is pumped down a well under high pressure to create fractures in the shale which
releases the gas and fills the well. Cuomo
has been anxious for gas drilling because
it promises to create some 6000 to 24,000
jobs, an estimate made by the DEC. Ball
contends that gas companies traditionally
don’t hire and train new employees locally
but rather export already trained personnel
from Wyoming, Texas and Colorado,
where fracking is well established.
The outcry against fracking has
been growing since the DEC first started
reviewing the environmental impacts in
2008, the same year a moratorium was
declared on gas drilling. In 2010, a supplemental environmental impact statement was
requested by then Governor Paterson and
completed in June 2011. In July, 2011 the
DEC revised their recommendations for
regulations stipulating that no permits should

was devalued
90 percent
and
their
water
was
contaminated
as a result of
fracking. In
Peekskill, Ball
publicly urged
New
York
Governor
Andrew
Cuomo
to go to
Filmmaker Josh Fox in a scene from his movie “Gasland.”
Pennsylvania
external water tanks.
and see the
Gas companies are eager to drill where
down side fracking.
there
is abundant natural gas from the
“This governor has to go to Pennsylvania
Marcellus Shale formation, a vast expanse
and see the pain of these farmers and the
of black shale running deep underground
private property owners. If he saw it he would
from Ohio and West Virginia northeast
put a screeching halt on his fracking
into Pennsylvania and southern New York.
express, which right now is at a break
The shale is close to the surface near the
neck speed.”
northern Finger Lakes area but runs as deep
Fox, who traveled across the country
to shoot his film, saw and unprecedented
number of families suffering from
severe health problems because of water
contamination.
“There are so many unsolvable and
mysterious problems,” said Fox before
showing the film. “No one knows how to
deal with families who have lived in their
homes for 30 years, some for five generations, where the land is permanently
ruined and there’s no compensation.”
Hard-to-forget
scenes
from
“Gasland” show easily ignited drinking
water from the tap and dark, murky water
samples from home wells that
had become contaminated
Before speaking to the police... call
from fracking chemicals that
seeped into the groundwater
Filmmaker Josh Fox in a scene from his movie “Gasland.”
George Weinbaum
rendering water dangerous
ATTORNEY AT LAW
as 7,000 feet or more in the Delaware River
and totally useless. After
be issued for sites within 500 feet of private
FREE CONSULTATION:
valley. According to the New York State
repeated complaints by some
water well or within 2,000 feet of a public
Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare
Department of Environmental Conservation,
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
home owners, gas compadrinking supply wells or reservoirs. Also
T. 914.948.0044
Health Care Prosecutions.
geologists estimate that the entire Marcellus
nies acquiesced and supplied
proposed was requiring drillers to provide
F. 914.686.4873
Shale formation may contain up to 489 trildetailed truck routes, limit the proximity of
175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601
lion cubic
wells to each other, build noise barriers and
feet
of
limit the time of day for construction.
natural
William Jaenike a professional engigas, which
neer from Ossining was in the audience at
could,
the Peekskill showing of “Gasland.” Jaenike
when
represents “New Yorkers for Jobs and Energy
extracted,
Independence,” a pro-fraking group who
be
sold
advocates running a pilot program for gas
to New
drilling in New York State.
Professional Dominican
York State
“It could be something less than 100
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians
customers
wells in the southern tier,” Jaenike said.
Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs
who use
Continued on page 9
Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing
about 1.1
Continued
from
page
7
Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600
trillion

Continued from page 7
Fox was joined by New York Republican
Senator Greg Ball in Peekskill a few weeks
ago to not only show the Oscar nominated
documentary about the environmental
dangers of natural gas drilling, known as
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, but to warn
of the encroaching gas companies crusading
to drill in the southern tier of New York
State. Fears are mounting that the drilling
will poison the New York watershed - our
drinking water.
Ball is on the same page as Fox: both see
fracking as a public health issue that needs
stringent regulation. In the film, Fox shows
the dire consequences affecting farmers and
property owners across America who allowed
unregulated gas companies to drill on their
land. Ball toured Pennsylvania with Fox last
summer and met with families whose land
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Ball Urges Fracking
Regulation
“There have been dramatic improvements in the technology of fracking that have
taken place since Mr. Fox shot his movie.”
Before the film Jaenike asked Ball if he
had read the DEC’s updated environment
impact statement. Ball uttered something
inaudible, turned to his staff person who said
she had read some of it. Jaenike and a few
others in the audience asked Fox if tapping
into local natural gas wouldn’t lessen our
independence on “foreign and terrorist oil.”
Fox said he advocated moving away from
fossil fuels, preferring the country start to
develop sustainable and renewable energy
sources.
The DEC claims that their permitting
process has always been rigorous and that
strongly regulated gas drilling has been in
existence since the 1950’s. They also claim
the drilling has always been done without
blasting or explosion, a common practice done in lesser regulated states such as
Colorado and Wyoming. The DEC claims
New York’s strong environmental laws have
prevented groundwater contamination from
fracking.
Ball has introduced the “Property Owners
Bill of Rights,” a bill that, if passed into law,
would force gas companies to disclose all
chemicals used in the hydrofracking process,
a cocktail that gas companies usually want
to keep secret. The bill would also require
companies to compensate New Yorkers for
any wrongful death or property damages as a
consequence of natural gas extraction.
The public comment period ends on
December 12, 2011. There is a web-based
comment form at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
energy/75370.html. A downloadable copy
of the DEC report are at http://www.
dec.ny.gov/energy/75370.html. Hearings
will be held throughout the state: Nov. 16:
Dansville Middle School Auditorium, 31
Clara Barton St., Dansville, NY, Nov. 17:
The Forum Theatre, 236 Washington Street,
Binghamton, NY, Nov. 29: Sullivan County
Community College, Seelig Theatre, 112
College Rd, Loch Sheldrake, NY and Nov.
30: Tribeca Performing Arts Center, 199
Chambers Street, New York, NY.
Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance
journalist who writes local news, about environmental issues, art, entertainment and food. Her
debut novel, “Nuclear Romance” was published
last week. Visit the book’s website, http://
nuclearromance.wordpress.com/
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New Season – New Reason to Sparkle And Shine
By BARBARA BARTON SLOANE
The foliage has
been losing its
freshness
but that’s
not gonna happen to
you! Consider Autumn
a second spring, an
opportunity to inject
new energy into your
persona. With the coming
holiday season, you’ll have
an almost daily excuse to get
dressed up and spend more time on
your makeup using some of this season’s prettiest colors.
For this brand’s Addict-on-the-go,
Dior’s Holiday Palette Collection features
the essentials for creating any beauty look,
from fresh and glowing to smoky and
bold. The products are housed in a chic
tweed case featuring a Dior logo charm
and The House of Dior’s iconic bow, and
containing a lip balm, sculpting powder,
eyeliner, eye shadows, lipgloss and - icing
on the cake - a mini Dior mascara, all
you need to create a festive holiday look.
$77, at Dior beauty counters nationwide
Dolce&Gabbana’s makeup inspiration
is the essence of the D&G woman: glamorous and sensual, always with a confident
and provocative edge. Inspired by the dreamy
Mediterranean coast, the makeup is formidably fresh. Its “Touches of Blush” product
highlights cheekbones to deliver a healthy
flush. Never over the top, always just right.
$44, at Saks.com and selected Saks stores
nationwide
If shimmer is the name of the game
this season, then Shiseido’s Makeup
Shimmering Cream Eye Color is the ticket.
This shadow glides over eyelids creating a
luxurious and deeply pigmented look in an
instant. No need to apply powder shadow
on top because Shimmering Cream Eye
Color delivers strong color definition
with maximum performance as well as
unprecedented luster and lasting brilliance.
$25, at Shiseido beauty counters nationwide
Starting out as a makeup artist, Bobbi
Brown couldn’t find shades that looked natural
on a wide range of complexions. So in 1991,
she teamed up with a chemist and ushered in
a new era of natural-looking makeup. Bobbi
continues to change the face of makeup
with a simple philosophy: “Women want
to look and feel like themselves, only prettier and more confident.” She accomplishes

this winningly with her Ultimate Party
Collection featuring everything a girlabout-town needs to look party-ready. With
eight matte, metallic, shimmer and sparkle
eye shadows plus four glitter lip glosses,
this palette will add a special touch of

holiday fun to any look. It also includes
mini lip and mini eye shadow brushes.
$65, at Sephora and Bobbi Brown beauty
counters nationwide
Ladies, it’s time to get your glow on!
Beauty/Fashion Editor Barbara Barton Sloane
keeps us informed on the capricious and engaging
fashion and beauty scene. As Travel Editor, Ms

Sloane is constantly globe-hopping to share her
unique experiences with our readers; from the
exotic to the sublime.

Mary Ann Esposito,

host of the popular PBS show
Ciao Italia, welcomes you
into her family and shares
more than two hundred
of her most treasured and
time-honored recipes in this
gorgeous and beautifully
designed cookbook.
• 200 RECIPES
• FULL-COLOR THROUGHOUT

For more information and to preorder your copy today visit CiaoItalia.com

ciaoItalia_ad.indd 1

9/29/11 10:11 A
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A Growing Issue in the Black Community
By DAMON JONES
Our political leaders, law
enforcement management
and community leaders need
to focus resources on domestic
violence cases and prevention.
Domestic violence is a pattern
of behavior in any relationship that is used to
gain or maintain power and control over an
intimate partner. Abuse is physical, sexual,
emotional, economic, or psychological actions
or threats of actions that influence another
person. This includes any behaviors that
frighten, intimidate, terrorize, manipulate, hurt,
humiliate, blame, injure, or wound someone.
Domestic violence does not discriminate.
It happens to individuals, male or female, of
any race, age, sexual orientation, religion, educational level, or socioeconomic background. It
can happen to couples who are married, living
together, who are dating and it can happen
to children. An intimate partner annually in
the United States physically assaults approximately 1.3 million women and 835,000 men.
A majority of studies reveal there are adult and
child victims in 30 to 60 percent of families
experiencing domestic violence.
While the media generally focuses on high
incarceration rates, the education attainment
gap, and violent crime in black communities, it
is unfortunate that domestic violence has rarely
been discussed in the black community, until
recently. It is a disservice to our community
to only discuss the issue of domestic violence
only on a certain month of the year. Domestic
violence is not only as much of a problem in

the black community as it is across the nation,
but it’s a bigger problem, more frequent and
more lethal in than any other community.
Continuous dialogue and prevention should be
ongoing to confront this unpublicized cancer in
our community.
Why are their higher rates in the black
community? In part, the same old reasons:
poverty (intimate partner violence is more
frequent among those with lower incomes);
un-and-underemployment (it’s more frequent
when the male partner is unemployed/
underemployed); and housing disparities
(it’s more common in couples living in poor
neighborhoods).
In 2005, African Americans accounted for
nearly a third of the intimate-partner homicides. There have only been few studies that
have addressed the issue of domestic violence
in the black community. A study published in
2000 reported that Black females experienced
intimate partner violence at a rate 35% higher
than that of white females, and about 22 times
the rate of women of other races. In 2005, black
women accounted for 22% of the intimate
partner homicide victims and 29% of all female
victims of intimate partner homicide.
Black men are also affected.The same 2000
study found that Black males experienced intimate partner violence at a rate about 62% higher
than that of white males and about 22 times
the rate of men of other races. Black men are
also more likely than white men to be killed by
their partners, though at a lower rate than black
women. In 2005, black women were 2.4 times

more likely than a black male to be murdered by
their partners. In 2002, the number one killer of
African-American women ages 15 to 34 was
homicide at the hands of a current or former
intimate partner.
Surviving in an abusive relationship of
ANY kind is puzzlement to people on the
outside, but there are specific reasons why
someone ‘allows’ this or cannot find a way out.
The first step is for the person involved in an
abusive relationship on any level to see the
pattern and want to change it. Relationship
Experts say that Low Self Esteem, Denial,
Financial Dependency, the Children, and
Church Values are reasons why someone in an
abusive relationship will stay in the relationship.
Until the victim recognizes that the cycle needs
to be broken, there is only support that can be
given but the ultimate change has to come from
within the abused person. The person who
suffers abuse must take charge and decide to
break the pattern or the pattern will continue.
We all can assist victims of domestic
violence victims no matter what color, race or
economic status they are. There is no way to tell
for sure if someone is experiencing domestic
violence. Those who are battered, and those
who abuse, come in all personality types. The
victims are not always passive with low selfesteem, and batterers are not always violent or
hateful to their partner in front of others. Most
people experiencing relationship violence do
not tell others what goes on at home. Domestic
violence often starts with threats, name-calling,
and slamming doors or breaking dishes and it
builds up to pushing, slapping, and other violent
acts.
If you feel that you’re a victim of domestic
violence call 911 and report the incident. Write
down the police report/incident number

and keep with your records. If necessary, seek
medical attention. Have injuries documented
and photographed. Go to a safe place such as a
domestic violence shelter or a family member’s
home. Seek the support of caring people. Tell
someone you trust about the abuse. They may
be your friend, a family member, a neighbor, a
co-worker, or staff members of support agencies. Talk to them in a private, safe place. You
do not need to face abuse alone. File for a
Protective Order that will tell your abuser to
stay away.
When you decide to get help, find a
support system that works for you. A trusted
friend, family member, or professional can help
you devise a safety plan and find a safe place for
you to stay, if necessary.
If you are a victim of abuse, you are not
alone. You have the right to be safe! You are
not responsible for violent behavior! No one
deserves to be beaten or threatened! Domestic
violence destroys the home. The responsibility
for the violence belongs to the abuser. It is not
the victim’s fault!
We must all demonstrate a clear recognition that domestic violence exists on an
incomprehensible level that is completely unacceptable. There must be a desire to confront
this issue and enact laws that deter abusers
and support victims. As a national organization of law enforcement professionals, we
demand harder sentencing and laws against
these abusers. Unless and until we all make this
commitment— we will continue to read and
hear about the tragedies of domestic violence in
the communities of Westchester
Damon K. Jones is executive director of Westchester
Blacks in Law Enforcement.

MUSIC

Crescent City
THE SOUNDS 2011
and Bar B Q
OFBLUE Blues
Fest October 14th,
By Bob Putignano

15th, 16th (FREE)

The Crescent City Blues
and BBQ Festival: 10/14,
15 & 16, New Orleans, LA,
Lafayette Square Park. www.
CrescentCityBluesFest.com
What more can be asked
about three days of “free” music
right downtown in the heart
of the Crescent City? Where

there’s a gumbo of national and
local musicians featuring the
likes of: Henry Butler, Walter
“Wolfman” Washington, Mel
Waiters, Little Freddie King,
Tab Benoit, Kenny Wayne
Shepherd, Marcia Ball, Eric
Lindell, Big Luther Kent’s
Trick Bag, The Campbell
Brothers, Bettye LaVette, and
more. Two stages are perfectly
synchronized (mostly by stagemanager Andy Neubauer from
the Howlin’ Wolf) so there’s
never a break in the music
throughout the three days!
With so much music
to cover, and acts previously
covered here, so let’s focus on
the bands that I enjoyed best.
Tab Benoit’s band sparkled and
Continued on page 11
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2011 Crescent City Blues and Bar B Q Fest October 14th, 15th, 16th (FREE)
Continued from page 10
sizzled for about seventy-five minutes, and his
set really amped up when Luther Dickinson
(the guitarist for the North Mississippi
All-Stars) joined the proceedings. Not that
Benoit needed any additional electricity, but
with Dickinson on board- they took the music
to a frenzy paced level. Immediately following
Benoit’s set stood Mel Waiters at the opposite end of the park who’s band unleashed
a powerful set of deep southern fried soul.
Waiters really knows how to work his band,
and also understands working the crowd, not
Eric Lindell
Bob Putignano and Luther Kent reading the Westchester Guardian

Jonathan Long

only with his excellent vocalizing, but also with
his fond knack of communicating with his
(new and old) admirers. Even when Waiters
spoke about politics he never choose from one
side of the political aisles and just rallied that

latest recording “How I Go” that I had not
heard performed live previously. Shepherd
continues to elevate his creative guitar playing,
as does his vocalist Noah Hunt, where it’s
(seemingly) obvious that Shepherd and Hunt
have a common bond understanding of eachother and their rambunctious music, it was a
very strong set, and the crowd loved it.
Closing day: Eric Lindell started the
proceedings at noon, and delivered a far
better set than I had previously seen him
perform at Jazz Fest two-three years ago,
Lindell now employs a small horn-section
that elevated his performance, and I was
pleasantly surprised. Next up was Big Luther
Kent and his big band (with six horns) who
second-line marched through a vigorous set
that lasted nearly seventy-five minutes. Jay
Griggs laid down solid bass grooves, pianist

Luther is a giant of a singer who definitely
deserves wider appeal, you can find out more
about this big guy at: www.LutherKent.com
My only disappointment of the weekend
was not being able to make my annual trek
to Pascals Manale restaurant: http://www.
neworleansrestaurants.com/pascalsmanale as they were closed on this particular
Sunday, but you can be sure I will be back
there for (arguably) the best fresh oysters in
the world! That being said a great time was
had by all who traveled with me (Antonia &

Wilfredo,) with special thanks to all the musicians who performed, and to the fans who
turned out to enjoy the exciting music. Last
but not least I would like to close by saying
this festival should be on your list of festivals
to visit, where the price is more than right,
and the outdoor venue and setting is truly
delightful. I hope to see many of you here next
year, and until that time, keep checking: www.
CrescentCityBluesFest.com for the 2012
edition of the Crescent City Blues and BBQ
Fest.
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

Yorktown Jewelers
WHERE QUALITY AND HONESTY COUNTS

Tab Benoit and Luther Dickinson

we all need to work together, it was a powerful
message for me and seemingly with others
around me. Closing the night was Kenny
Wayne Shepherd’s band which was somewhat of a homecoming for the now California

Kenny Wayne Shepard

based artist. Shepherd’s band rolled from the
get-go, and unleashed several tunes from their

Mel Waiters

Bruce Elsenshon was more than up to task
every-time Big Luther called on him to solo,
and guitarist Jonathan Long delivered with his
solo’s and fine rhythmic comps as well. By the
way: Jonathan Long just won the 2011 Guitar
Center’s “King of the Blues” contest, details at:
http://gc.guitarcenter.com/kingoftheblues
But with all of these wonderful musicians it
was Luther who wailed on top of it all with
classics like “Sick & Tired,” Teeny Weeny
Bit,” Flip, Flop & Fly,” Hey Pocky Way,”
and closing with “Let the Good Times Roll.”

Estate & Antique Jewelry • Engagement & Wedding Rings
Special Orders Design • Jewelry & Watch Repairs • Appraisals
We Buy Gold and High End Watches
HOURS: Monday-Saturday 8:30AM-6:30PM

914.245.1023 • YORKTOWNJEWELERS@YAHOO.COM
2008 CROMPOUND RD. ROMA BLDG. YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
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New Rochelle Fire Fighters Honored for Saving Lives
By PEGGY GODFREY

The Council Chambers
were as bright as the
October weather the day
the Awards Ceremony for
the New Rochelle Fire
Department was held.
Mayor Noam Bramson set the tone for the
program by acknowledging the great sacrifices family members of firemen make. He
continued that celebration of the promotions today for the service given is a tribute
to the professionalism and dedication of our
Fire Department. Then he characterized the
department as one of the best in the Country.
Promotions followed and Lou DiMeglio
was sworn in as Fire Chief, Robert Benz as
Deputy Fire Chief, Theodore Ferrara as Fire
Captain and Brian O’Keefe and Raul Perez
as Fire Lieutenants.
Fire Chief DiMeglio addressed the large
number of both firefighters in uniforms
who were being honored and their families
and friends who were in the audience. He
thanked the City for the opportunity to lead
the Fire Department and acknowledged the

leadership of former Fire Commissioner Ray
Kiernan.
The awards then commenced. A letter
of Commendation was given to Lieutenant
Michael Rende who had stopped to assist an
auto accident in the Town of Greenburgh.
This was followed by Life Saving Awards
The City has three ambulances during the
day and two at night after ll p.m. The First
Department has EMT’s who usually get to
the scene first where they address the emergency. Then the ambulance, paramedics and
usually more EMT’s arrive. If CPR is necessarily the firemen will help and may even
drive the ambulance to the hospital. Among
the Life Saving Awards given was one for a
90-year-old woman on Stuart Drive where
CPR was administered by the firemen.
The woman was returned to consciousness
and started talking At 189 Drake Avenue
CPR by a fireman was used to revive a man
in cardiac arrest who started breathing.
Similarly a woman who fell at Station Plaza
had no pulse. Firemen administered CPR
and as the ambulance arrived the woman

started breathing.
Among the most dramatic rescues was a
Unit Citation on March 26, 2011 for Rescue
4, Engine 22 and Ladder 23, Tower Ladder
11 and Ladder 12, which responded to rescue
a victim who had fallen down 25 feet to the
bottom of a light shaft. Engine 23 personnel
sized up the incident and through a second
floor bathroom window established contact
with the victim. A two-pronged approach
was attempted to “facilitate rescue of the
victim.” Ladder 12 members entered through
the front door of the laundromat, located the
light shaft window and removed the sachets
so the victim would be reached. The victim
was immediately immobilized and removed
using a Reeves stretcher and transported to
Jacobi Medical Center. An alternate strategy
would have been used, had the first one
not worked. Ladder 12, (Captain Donald
Bradley, Firefighters Brian Bracken and
Andrew Burpee), were given a unit citation.
Deputy Chief John R. Reed commended
all the personnel involved for the “knowledgeable, efficient and professional manner
throughout the entire operation.”
On July 31, 2011, there was an early
morning accident on Interstate 95 southbound and a motor vehicle needed to be
extricated. Engines 2 and 24, Ladder 12, Car

2302 and Ambulance 301 were dispatched
to the scene. Car 2302 with Captain Andrew
Sandor and Fire Fighter Jason Toterhi
arrived first and sized up the situation. Two
vehicles in the southbound left lane had
three people entrapped. Ladder 12 was called
and additional ambulances. It was a wrong
way; head-on collision and many State and
NYPD police were present. Engine 21 first
arrived followed by Rescue 4, which sealed
off three lanes of traffic in the rear.
Each of the three people had to be individually extricated because special skills, tools
and techniques were needed. The staggered
arrival of ambulances and the location next
to the concrete barrier “hindered the removal
of one of the patients” according to Andrew
J. Sandor, Captain, group 2. Two people were
successfully extricated and treated, both of
whom had serious injuries, but they survived.
The third person did not wear a seat belt and
had been partially trapped by the car motor
and finally succumbed to his injuries. Sandor,
the Acting Shift Commander, felt Squad 12
along with detailed members actions “reflect
great credit on them and are in keeping with
the highest traditions of the New Rochelle
Fire Department.” DiMeglio added that he
was proud of these actions because it was “his
squad” and he happened to be off that night.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former
educator.

REAL ESTATE

Sales of Fieldston Lofts Launched for New
Condominium Development in Riverdale
Condominium Features Spacious Layouts with
Floor-to-Ceiling Windows and Stunning Views;
Three and Four Bedroom Homes from $899k
THE ROMA BUILDING

2022 Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY

Office & Store Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown Location

Office Space 965 sq ft.: Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft- $3100/mo.
Store in back: 1300 sq ft. $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

RIVERDALE, NY
-- Halstead Property
Development Marketing
announced the launch of
sales at Fieldston Lofts,
a new residential condominium located at 3751
Riverdale Avenue in
Riverdale, New York, a
leafy, scenic enclave just
20 minutes from Midtown Manhattan on
Monday, October 31, 2011.
Fieldston Lofts (www.fieldstonlofts.
com) is a seven story, 10-unit new development comprised of three- and four-bedroom

homes ranging in size
from 1,849 to 2,164
square feet and initially
priced from $899,000
to $1.059 million.
Occupancy is expected to
begin early in 2012.
“We are extremely
pleased to launch sales
at Fieldston Lofts, as
it is a beautiful building in a much desired
location,” said Stephen G. Kliegerman, president of Halstead Property Development
Marketing. “Fieldston Lofts offers a s
Continued on page 13
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Sales of Fieldston Lofts Launched for New Condominium Development in Riverdale
Continued from page 12
ophisticated lifestyle in the charming neighborhood of Riverdale.”
Drenched in natural sunlight, homes at
Fieldston Lofts are designed with modern,
clean lines and feature high ceilings, floorto-ceiling windows, bamboo floors, sleek
finishes, and high-end amenities. All residences include private outdoor space.
Kitchens feature granite countertops,
custom Wenge cabinetry, marble tile floors,
Liebherr refrigerators, FCI ovens, and Bosch
cook tops, microwaves and dishwashers.
Bathroom finishes include marble tile master
baths and stone tops, wenge vanities, soaking

tubs, and Toto and Kohler fixtures.
Fieldston Lofts offers several fine amenities, including: an expansive common roof
deck with gorgeous panoramic views of parks

and the city skyline; a children’s play area;
on-site indoor parking; and private storage.
Situated in the northwestern corner
of the Bronx, Riverdale boasts a range of

award-winning restaurants, gourmet and
high-end shopping options, parks, horseback riding and other recreational facilities.
This haven is the destination of choice for
many buyers seeking high quality yet affordable housing while staying within an easy
commuting distance to Manhattan.
The development is being exclusively
marketed and sold by Halstead Property
Development Marketing.
Halstead
Property
Development
Marketing is the exclusive sales and
marketing firm for numerous new developments in the tri-state area. For more
information on the Halstead Property
Development Marketing Division, please
visit: http://www.HalsteadPDM.com/.

and many other birds.
I remember the residents of Glenwood
Lake as friendly and involved with their
neighbors’ lives without being in their face.
They are concerned about issues that will
impact not only their property value but that
of all of the local community.
The Clark sisters moved to Glenwood
Lake with their parents in 1956. They were
already both working professionals, Audrey,
now 86, was a social worker; Geraldine, now
85, worked as a librarian. Their memories of
Glenwood Lake over the years are fond and

English cottages and center hall colonials.
Their home is an interesting blend of formal
furnishings and eclectic art. Whether it’s
their delicate antique settee decorated with
gold leaf or their collection of African,
African American, European, American and
Caribbean artwork, the Clarks can quickly
and fondly recall how each piece of furniture,
knickknack, or piece of art came into their
possession.
The
neighborhood’s
voluntary

homeowners association has annual dues of
$25. It covers the cost of the monthly neighborhood newsletter, The Backfence, which
keeps residents informed of their neighbors’
good fortune and occasional misfortune,
neighborhood social activities which include
a winter holiday party, spring lake clean-up
and summer picnic, and who will be the
featured keynote speaker at the next monthly
meeting.
Continued on page 14
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Great Neighborhoods
By ROB SEITZ
Glenwood Lake,
New Rochelle

People,
Architecture
& Magnet School Make
Glenwood Lake A Prime New Rochelle
“Location, Location, Location”
“Later on in the program we’re going to
hear from our old friend, Derek Bermel.”
As the host of WNYC’s “New Sounds”
radio show made casual reference to this
world-class composer, clarinetist, conductor
and New Rochelle native, my fond memories of the Glenwood Lake neighborhood in
New Rochelle, where Bermel grew up and
where I lived for a decade, got my creative
juices flowing.
After securing a real estate listing for a
Glenwood Lake house for sale, I thought
about writing an occasional series on “Great
Neighborhoods” in Westchester County.
The neighborhood is conveniently
located in the heart of New Rochelle and on
the border of Pelham. But what other factors,
besides location, catch the attention of
potential buyers? Also on most buyers’ short
list is price, schools, condition of the house,
its size, and people. People? Who’s already
living there?
As a Realtor, I can’t steer buyers to or
from a house based on the demographics
of its neighborhood. I can wax on about the
house’s price, its four bedrooms and twoand-a-half baths, its renovated kitchen, its
many new appliances, its spotless, move-in
condition, and the mini nature preserve from
which the neighborhood derives its name.
The lake is a magnet for a wide-assortment
of ducks, herons, the occasional swan or two,

IAA gave me a road map on getting into a
nursing school and finishing my degree
successfully. They helped me realize my
dream to become a Registered Nurse.

- Rebecca B

Become a

REGISTERED NURSE

The Clark Sisters..

their desire to remain active in the community is unfaltering. During a recent visit with
them, I learned things about the neighborhood that I never knew, even though I served
as the neighborhood association president for
two years. For example, Glenwood Lake was
once home to two giant families in retailing,
the Altmans and the Wannamakers.
The sisters recalled a time when they
could see the lake from their Lincoln Ave.
backyard. First settled in the 1920s, the
neighborhood has since built up to about
300 houses of mostly Normandy Tutors,

IAA has helped over 1,500 STUDENTS
FAST TRACK their R.N. education
• Daemen College General
Education courses that
transfer to a nursing school
• Day, evening, or weekend
classes for working students

• Application admission
assistance to NO WAITLIST
nursing schools
• TEAS/NLN Nursing School
Entrance Test Prep

Infosession
Thursday 11/10
Visit us anytime
from 9am to 7pm.
Please RSVP @
info@iaaprograms.com

Call 888.465.2500

Call
1032 6th Ave. (bw 38th & 39th St.) 4th Fl,
NYC | 888.465.2500
www.iaaprograms.com
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Great Neighborhoods
Continued from page 13
Growing up in an apartment a few blocks
south of here, Glenwood Lake was always on
the radar screen of Joanne Starapoli. “I was
in awe of the architecture,” she said. When
pregnant with her first child, she and her
husband, Patsy, also a native New Rochellean,
needed a bigger house. “We knew that we
wanted to live in this neighborhood and have
our child attend Webster School,” she says.
“The house was on the market for one day,
we made an offer, and we got it.”
Now 27-years later, she reflects that
“My life in the neighborhood hasn’t changed
because my neighbors haven’t change. Its
greatest strength, for me, is the people. The
people I am involved with here share the
same feelings about wanting to live in a
neighborhood that has a history of accepting
all people. My neighbors are as close to me as
my family. I know that whatever I need I can
get from my neighbors.”
Starapoli goes so far as to say that
Glenwood Lake residents “get a better feel
of what the world is all about from living
here.” Newcomer Becky Miller agrees. She
moved here five years ago from a small

Kane, The Clark Sister’s Dog.

The Clark Sister’s House.

country town in Central New York, one of
the more homogenous regions of New York
State. Now, she says, her best friends are her
neighbors and they are from every walk of
life, ethnic group and spiritual orientation.
Echoing Starapoli, Miller says the neighborhood’s primary appeal is the people.
“They are so warm and friendly. They care
about their neighbors, the older people in the
neighborhood, the school.”
And now that the oldest of her three
youngest children has entered Webster
School, she says she has discovered a whole
new set of neighbors and friends. Williams
encourages prospective homebuyers to “come

and spend some time here. Come at the end
of the school day and see the diversity, feel
the energy and the vibe,”
Preserving the architectural character
of the neighborhood is a passion of another
neighborhood veteran and the immediate
past-president of the neighborhood association, Don Swanson. “We looked at more
than 60 houses in Westchester, most had
been remodeled,” practically a four-letter
word for this conservationist at The Frick
Collection museum in New York. “This was
about the only house we saw that has all the
bones there. It was designed by a Madison
Ave architect as his home.” Over the years,

Swanson and his wife have lovingly preserved
or restored as much of the house’s architectural detail as possible, from its slate roof to
its original leaded glass casement windows.
Swanson echoes the same sentiment of his
neighbors. “Its greatest selling point is the
families, historically strong families who have
worked together regardless of their diversity.”
In the 1970s, there was discussion about
tearing down what is now the neighborhood’s much revered arts and humanities
magnet school, Daniel Webster Elementary.
Enrollment was way down. But according
to Swanson, Glenwood Lake residents,
including the mother of Derek Bermel,
rallied their neighbors to prevent this from
happening. Who knows? Maybe she was
clairvoyant and just knew that her son would
discover his passion for music at Webster and
grow up to be a world-renowned clarinetist
virtuoso and a favorite artist of WNYC radio
show hosts!
Rob Seitz is a real estate agent with Stetson Real
Estate in Mamaroneck, New York, as well as
a freelance writer and public relations consultant. He welcomes recommendations of other
“Great Neighborhoods” to profile. Contact him at
rseitz@stetsonrealestate.com

REAL STATE

RE/MAX Prime Properties and RE/MAX Power Realtors Join Forces in Return to Scarsdale
SCARSDALE, NY -- RE/MAX of
New York, Inc., the leading provider of
comprehensive real estate services in New
York State, has announced that RE/MAX
Prime Properties has returned to Scarsdale
to a new location it will share with RE/
MAX Power Realtors. Led by Broker/
Owner Margie Lelia, the new office will
be located at 836 Scarsdale Avenue. RE/
MAX Prime Properties and RE/MAX
Power Realtors will combine their teams
of experienced real estate agents led by
Co-Brokers Margie Lelia and George
Groves.
Broker/Owner Margie Lelia is a
veteran of the real estate industry with
over 23 years of experience. A resident of
Eastchester/Scarsdale for 27 years, Margie
joined RE/MAX in 1992. She began her
career in Scarsdale, but later opened her
own office, RE/MAX Power Realtors, in
Harrison. After forming an alliance with
George Groves, Broker of RE/MAX
Prime Properties, it became possible for
the two offices to combine resources, experience, and market share.
“My roots are in Eastchester/

1st Row (L-R): George Groves, Sandy Groves, Margie Lelia, Nelly Lopez; 2nd Row (L-R): Julia
Ricciuti, Miriam Dunn, Silvana Milinovich, Miriam Soto, Cynthia Rossi, Aggie Aliberto; and
3rd Row (L-R): Sidney Walker, JoAnn Salzano, Cindy Piasti

Scarsdale, and it was always my goal to
bring my business home. When I first
joined RE/MAX, I worked for George
and he taught me everything I now
know. He is a tremendously knowledgeable broker who has a positive influence
on everyone he surrounds. All the agents
greatly benefit from his more than 40 years
of experience in the Westchester real estate

market. A top producer and excellent
manager, George was Realtor of the Year,
Past President of the Westchester Board
of Realtors, and served on the Boards for
New York State and National Association
of Realtors. George Groves truly reflects
the outstanding agent – outstanding
results principle that RE/MAX is built
upon,” said Margie.

RE/MAX Prime Properties has 15
full-time agents and RE/MAX Power
Realtors has 10 full-time agents. RE/
MAX Prime Properties was established
by George Groves in 1993 and has been
one of the most successful real estate
companies in Westchester County. The
combined office manages all types of real
estate transactions and has partnerships
with Bank of America, Chase and other
local financial institutions to help its clients
secure financing and navigate the short sale
and foreclosure markets. It is the leader in
real estate for homes, condos, co-ops and
rental properties. The office is located a
block from the Scarsdale train station in a
high-traffic area with great visibility. The
new space is equipped with all modern
amenities and features a conference room
and internet bar for clients.
For more information about RE/MAX
Prime Properties, please visit www.remaxprimeproperties-ny.com or contact Margie
Lelia at margiel@remax.net. For information on RE/MAX of New York, Inc. visit
www.remax-newyork.com
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EYE ON THEATRE

Dancing Without Stars
By John Simon
The Irish Repertory
Theatre
has
revived
Brian Friel’s “Dancing at
Lughnasa.” A worthy organization is bringing back a fine play. But, alas,
all is not well.
The Irish playwright Brian Friel is one of
the best we have. He writes in a naturalistic
mode that sometimes nevertheless verges on
the poetic. At times, as in his masterpiece,
“Translations,” he hits on an inherently
dramatic situation as a given. It is historic,
political, yet also personal. At other times, as
in “Aristocrats,” there is a social problem that
likewise guarantees dramatic conflict.
But often it is merely the characters who
generate the conflict, drawing us in because
the author likes them so much and is able to
project that liking onto us. There are, inevi-

(L-R): Orlagh Cassidy (Kate), Rachel Pickup
(Agnes), Aedin Moloney (Rose) and Annabel
Hagg (Chris)

Antje Ellermann’s set, the costumes of
Linda Fisher and Jessica Barrios, and the
lighting of Richard Pilbrow and Michael
Gotlieb are all appropriate, though I wonder
why so much doubling up was necessary—it is not as if the requirements were
excessive.
(L-R): Orlagh Cassidy (Kate), Aedin Moloney (Rose), Jo Kinsella (Maggie), Michael
Countryman (Jack), Rachel Pickup (Agnes) and Annabel Hagg (Chris) in the 20th anniversary
production of Brian Friel’s Dancing at Lughnasa.

(L-R): Michael Countryman (Jack) and
Orlagh Cassidy (Kate).

(L-R): Orlagh Cassidy (Kate) and Jo Kinsella
(Maggie)

Kevin Collins (Gerry) and Annabel Hagg
(Chris).

tably, a few unlikabe ones, too, but even they
are intensely believable. They do pretty much
what you might do in their shoes, and, barring
a few things exclusively Irish, say pretty much
what you would in their circumstances.
Magisterially, he gets you involved.
“Dancing at Lughnasa” takes place in
the real County Donegal, but in or near the
invented town of Ballybeg. The five Mundy
sisters are based on Friel’s mother and four
aunts, though I wonder whether, like Chris’s
son, Michael, the playwright was illegitimate.
What one really wonders about is why, as the
play strongly implies, these women should be
unmarriageable, though Gerry, Chris’s desultory lover and the boy’s father, repeatedly
proposes, only to be lovingly rejected because
of his flightiness.
So we get Kate, the eldest, a schoolteacher and stern adherent of all proprieties.
Maggie is the joker of the family, though she
shouldn’t be played obese. Agnes, usually the
cook, and Rose, the youngest, not entirely
right in her head, bond in close solidarity and
mild rebelliousness. They also knit gloves,

boosting the family’s modest income, but
about to be superseded by a new glove factory.
Together, these five are a marvelous conspectus
of diverse womanhood.
Much of this memory play is narrated by
the adult Michael, who looks back at a time
when he was a boy of seven, and Uncle Jack, the
sisters’ brother, had just come back disgraced
after many years as a missionary at an Ugandan
leper colony. He had become a bit too fond of
his houseboy, Okawa, and of rowdy native ceremonies honoring local gods. These, however,
are startlingly like those celebrating pagan Irish
deities during the extended festivities of the god
Lugh, known as the Lughnasa. In the current
revival, there is no Boy, so the grown Michael
must enact him as well, to some disadvantage.
As so often with Irish plays in New
York, some of the actors—notably the Jack of
Michael Countryman (despite his name)—
have problems with their accents. An even
greater problem is the age and appearance of
a couple of the actresses. If that is the cause of
their spinsterhood, there is nothing in the text
to countenance it.

There is also histrionic trouble. Although
Oragh Cassidy, as Kate, looks and sounds right,
she overacts fearsomely. Jo Kinsella (Maggie)
and Aedin Moloney (Rose) are totally unsuitable. Annabel Hagg (sorry I can’t reproduce the
umlaut on the a) and Rachel Pickup (Agnes)
do well enough, as does Kevin Collins as Gerry.
But Ciaran O’Reilly, the company’s producing
director, is not up to the difficult task of making
the narrator interesting.

Photos by and courtesy of Carol Rosegg.
Charlotte Moore has directed as well as possible
on the company’s constricted stage, though she and
Barry McNabb, the choreographer, may have gone
a bit overboard in making the eponymous dancing
ferociously exaggerated. It is entirely possible that
you would be happy with this production of the
play; I who have seen better ones felt a bit cheated.
John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre,
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National
Review,New York Magazine, Opera News,
Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg
News. He reviews books for the New York Times
Book Review andWashington Post. He has
written profiles for Vogue, Town and Country,
Departures and Connoisseur and produced 17 books
of collected writings. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from
Harvard University in Comparative Literature
and has taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard
College and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimonUncensored.com website.

Fly Direct to Harrah’s Casino Atlantic City Airport.
45 mins. Junket from Westchester County Airport.
DETAILS: 1-866-777-9283
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND:
Fri. Nov. 25 --> Sun. Nov. 27

(Flight,Room,Taxes,Shuttle) *Qualiﬁed Players FREE!
Which PLAYERS CARD do you have? Call us to let us know.
*All offers based on play and availability. Mngmnt. reserves the right to change any offer anytime. (Guests must ﬂy with *Qualiﬁed Player)
Must be 21 years or older.See tour participation agreement. 30 seater turboprop plane. Gambling Problem ? Call 1-800-Gambler.
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TRENDS

Nostradamus, “Occupy” This!
By GERALD CELENTE
KINGSTON, NY -The passage below is not from
a recent New York Times or
Wall Street Journal reporting
on “Occupy Wall Street”
– it was written in 1995 by Gerald Celente.
In Celente’s best-selling book Trends 2000
(Warner Books,1997), he predicted a watershed event that lay a decade and a half in the
future:
“They flooded the streets. Day and night,
they marched… As the demonstrations mobilized
and gained momentum, the students were joined
by their uncollegiate peers – the unemployed, the
underemployed, the unemployable…
No one was sure what had turned the
protestors into marchers, or what had pointed
them in the direction of Wall Street. All that

was known for sure was that a mob of adrenaline-pumped young people funneled into the
narrow streets of the Financial District…
In his prescient forecast of the march on
Wall Street, Celente not only recognized, but
also analyzed what today’s editorial writers and
TV pundits are currently debating.
America was not supposed to be a country
where the rich grew richer and everyone else
grew poorer. Finally the well-publicized income
disparity between the rich and the shrinking
middle class and growing underclass served as
the predicted flashpoint…”
Also in 1997’s Trends 2000, Celente
envisaged a new, Internet-based network
he named “Technotribalism,” which was
“capable of uniting and galvanizing the world
electronically.”

“This time the news was posted on the
StudentNet. Sympathy protests simultaneously
combusted on college campuses and in cities
around the nation.”
Celente’s “StudentNet” forecast would
eventually surface as the social networking
megatrend we now know as Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, YouTube, etc.
FAST FORWARD A DECADE
In the Summer 2010 Trends Journal,
Celente forecast a 21st century variant of
“Workers of the World Unite.”
“The people are fully aware of the enormous bailouts going to the ‘too big to fails’ that
they are being forced to pay for. We will see
social unrest growing in all nations which are
facing sovereign debt crisis, the most obvious
being Spain, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Ireland,
the Ukraine, Hungary, followed by the United
Kingdom and the United States.”
And in the December 2010 Trends Journal,
he wrote:
“The well publicized news of bank bailouts,

billions in executive bonuses, and a spectrum of
financial hardships heaped upon those who
could least afford them – by those who could
easily afford them – had the public seething…
especially the young… They’re mad as hell and
aren’t going to take it anymore.”
Celente has been so right, so often, about
so many trends, it’s no wonder the New York
Post said, “If Nostradamus were alive today, he’d
have a hard time keeping up with Gerald Celente.”
But since Nostradamus is long dead and
since Celente has out-predicted him in unambiguous, quatrain-free language, it’s easy to
understand why so many people turn to him for
insights into what in world is going to happen
next.
Find out “What’s Next” in the new
Autumn Trends Journal. For further information contact Publisher Gerald Celente, direct
email to Zeke West at, zwest@trendsresearch.
com, or call 1-845 331-3500, ext. 1.

HISTORY

Veterans Day: More Wars, More Unknowns
By ROBERT SCOTT
Among the 136,516
Americans who died in the 19
months that America participated in the First World War,
the next-of-kin of 101,143
dead servicemen chose to have their remains
returned to the United States for burial.
The next-of-kin of 30,921 war dead
elected to have their remains buried in Europe.
Remains that could not be identified
were also buried in Europe. The names of
the missing in action were memorialized on
plaques in military cemeteries.
Last week’s article, “Armistice Day and
the Unknown Soldier,” described how one
unidentified body was chosen for burial in
Arlington National Cemetery in 1921. That
story continues here.
Bearing the Unknown Soldier’s casket
under constant guard, the cruiser Olympia
departed from the French port of Le Havre
on October 25th for the journey home. The
venerable ship had served as Admiral Dewey’s
flagship at the battle of Manila Bay during the
Spanish-American War. On November 9th,
she steamed up the Potomac to a dock at the
Washington Navy Yard, after a trans-Atlantic
voyage of 15 days.
As the casket was carried down the
gangplank on that dark and rainy afternoon,
the ship’s band played the national anthem.
Waiting to escort the Unknown Soldier to the
Capitol were Gen. John J. “Black Jack” Pershing
and other military and civilian dignitaries.
The flag-covered casket was placed on a

black horse-drawn caisson. Playing the hymn
“Onward Christian Soldiers,” the 3rd Cavalry
band led the cortege from the Navy Yard.
Two squadrons of cavalry and the officials in
their automobiles followed the caisson to the
Capitol, where the casket was placed at the
center of the Rotunda.
The catafalque holding the casket was
the same stand that had borne the remains of
assassinated Presidents Lincoln, Garfield and
McKinley. The body lay in state overnight
under a guard of honor composed of selected
enlisted men of the Army, Navy and Marine
Corps standing with heads bowed and rifles
reversed.
The bronze doors of the Rotunda--a gift
from France in the early days of the Republic-were unlocked at eight o’clock the next morning.
An endless stream of mourners entered four
abreast and passed before the casket to honor
the Unknown Soldier. When the doors were
closed at midnight, it was estimated that 90,000
persons had filed past the casket. For them,
many of whom had lost someone in the war,
the Unknown Soldier symbolized the 4,452
unidentified dead or missing in action in the
conflict that had ended three years before.

To Arlington
At 8:30 on the morning of November
11th, the flag-draped casket was taken from the
Capitol and again placed on a black caisson for
the journey through the streets of Washington
to the Memorial Amphitheater in Arlington
National Cemetery.

In the cortege walking behind the caisson
were President Warren G. Harding, VicePresident Calvin Coolidge, ex-President and
newly appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court William Howard Taft, associate justices,
members of the diplomatic corps, Medal of
Honor recipients, members of Congress, and
various generals and admirals. Bringing up
the rear were representatives of 44 patriotic,
fraternal and welfare organizations.
A field artillery battery near the
Washington Monument began firing
“minute guns” at one-minute intervals. Their
booming salvos would reverberate throughout
Washington until the conclusion of the funeral
ceremony at Arlington. At the White House,
the President, the other politicians and the
judiciary left the procession and traveled by
automobile to Arlington.

At the Amphitheater, the casket was placed
on a black-draped catafalque. The President
and Mrs. Harding arrived at 11:55 a.m., and
the ceremonies began with the playing of the
national anthem by the Marine Corps band.
The audience sang “America,” after which
President Harding, slightly flustered by his late
arrival, delivered an address paying tribute to
the Unknown Soldier and pleading for an end
to war.
The President then conferred upon the
Unknown Soldier the Congressional Medal of
Honor and the Distinguished Service Cross.
Representatives of foreign governments in turn
awarded the Unknown Soldier the highest
military decorations of their nations. These
included Belgium, Britain, France, Italy, Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Romania. Congressman
Fish, who had introduced the legislation to
memorialize the unknown American dead, laid
a wreath at the tomb. Among others who paid
tribute was Crow Indian Chief Plenty Coups.
Representing Native Americans, he placed his
war bonnet and coup stick at the tomb.
The bottom of the crypt had been covered
with a layer of French soil from the American
cemetery at Suresnes. As the casket was
lowered into the crypt, the saluting battery fired
three salvos. A bugler then sounded Taps, and
the artillery battery fired 21 guns to salute the
Unknown Soldier.

Belated Recognition of Armistice
Day
The awful carnage of World War I ended
with an armistice on November 11, 1918. Yet
Congress did not get around to recognizing
that event as Armistice Day until June 4, 1926
Continued on page 17

The Westchester Guardian

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011

Page 17

HISTORY

Veterans Day: More Wars, More Unknowns
Continued from page 16
when it passed a resolution asking the
President to issue a formal proclamation calling
upon people to display the flag and observe
November 11th with appropriate ceremonies.
By then, 27 states were already observing
the date as a legal holiday. Congress also was
slow in making it a federal holiday. That did not
happen until May 13, 1938. On June 4, 1954-after the Second World War and the Korean
War--Congress amended the 1938 legislation
and substituted Veterans Day for Armistice Day.
In 1968, a Uniform Holiday bill was
signed on June 28, giving federal employees a
three-day weekend by celebrating four national
holidays on Mondays: Washington’s Birthday,
Memorial Day, Veterans Day and Columbus
Day.
The idea was that extended weekends
would encourage travel and recreational activities. The hope was that it would stimulate
industry and commerce. It achieved none of
these goals and only diverted attention from
the significance of the holiday. Many states
refused to accept this unwelcome change and
continued to celebrate the four holidays on their
original dates.
The first Veterans Day under the new
law was observed on Monday, October 25,
1971, with much confusion and dissatisfaction.
Many patriotic and veterans organizations were
unhappy with the change. However, it would
take five years before their discontent had an
effect. On September 20, 1975, President
Gerald R. Ford signed a new law returning
Veterans Day to November 11th--to become
effective the following year. Veterans Day has
been celebrated on November 11th ever since.

The Tomb Through the Years
During the tomb’s early years after 1921,only
a civilian watchman protected the site. In 1926, a
formal military guard was established--but only
during daylight hours when the cemetery was
open to the public.The original intention was for
the simple white marble sarcophagus to be the
base for an appropriate monument. It was not
until July 3, 1926, that Congress authorized the
completion of the tomb.
A competition was held among architects.
Seventy-four designs were submitted anonymously, with the names of each architect in a
sealed envelope. Five were chosen as finalists
and one was selected. The successful design
turned out to be that of architect Lorimer Rich.
It called for a tomb measuring 11 feet in height,
8 feet in width and almost 14 feet in length.
Constructed of glaring white marble, the
tomb weighs 79 tons. It is sometimes described
as being made of Vermont marble. The stone
actually came from the Yule quarry in Marble,
Colorado, and was shipped to Vermont, where
sculptor Thomas Hudson Jones carved the

designs and figures on the tomb components
before they were shipped to Virginia. The
severity of the design was relieved by Doric
pilasters in low relief at the corners and carved
motifs along the sides.
Jones completed his work on December
31, 1931. On the front are three figures
representing Peace, Valor and Victory. Six
inverted mourning wreaths on the sides mark
the six major campaigns of the war in which
American troops participated. The simple
sentiment, “HERE RESTS IN HONORED
GLORY AN AMERICAN SOLDIER KNOWN
BUT TO GOD” also appears. This replicates

the words carved on the gravestones of all
unknown dead in American military cemeteries in Europe.
The first 24-hour military guard began in
1937 and continues to this day. The “spit-andpolish” 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old
Guard) assumed responsibility for guarding
the tomb in 1948. The first female sentinel
appeared at the tomb on March 25, 1996.

More Unknowns
After the Second World War, planning
began for the interment of a second Unknown
Soldier. This tomb, an identical copy of the
original, was to be located on the mall area
of the cemetery in 1951. Unfortunately, the
Korean War interfered with these plans, and
selection of an unknown serviceman from
World War II was deferred.
Following the ceasefire in Korea in 1953,
Congress authorized the honoring of two
unknown dead--one from World War II and
one from the Korean War. President Dwight
D. Eisenhower signed the enabling legislation
on August 3, 1956.
The remains of 8,526 World War II dead
had been buried as unidentifiable. Adhering to
the precedent established after the First World
War, one body was selected from 13 unidentified bodies exhumed from military cemeteries
in the European Theater of World War II.
A second body was selected from among six
bodies from cemeteries in the Pacific Theater.
From these two bodies one unknown World
War II serviceman was selected.
Similarly, the remains of 848 Korean War
dead had been buried as unidentifiable. One
body was selected from among four unidentified dead exhumed from military cemeteries.
In ceremonies held on May 30, 1958, the
World War II and Korean War Unknown
Soldiers were interred in separate crypts on the
plaza near the original 1921 interment.
Following the end of the Vietnam War in
1973, Congress authorized the interment of
an unknown serviceman from that conflict. A
new crypt was to be constructed between the
graves of the World War II and Korean War
Unknowns. However, plans for a burial were

suspended because sophisticated identification
techniques were resulting in the identification
of almost all remains returned from Vietnam.
It was not until 1984 that one body was
certified as unidentifiable. These remains
arrived in Washington on May 25 and lay in
state in the Capitol for three days. On May 28,
1984, the remains were borne by horse-drawn
caisson to Arlington National Cemetery.
President Ronald Reagan presented the Medal
of Honor to this unknown Vietnam War
serviceman.

An Unexpected Reversal
Paradoxically, further advances in DNA
testing led to the disinterment of the Vietnam
War Unknown four years later in a solemn
ceremony on May 14, 1988. Forensic tests
confirmed the remains to be those of Air Force
1st Lt. Michael Joseph Blassie, an Air Force
Academy graduate shot down near An Loc,
Vietnam, in 1972. At the request of his family,
Lieutenant Blassie’s remains were transferred to
the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in
Missouri.
A decision was made for the crypt of
the Vietnam Unknown to remain empty as
a reminder of all those who were missing in
action or whose bodies were never recovered.
The cover on the Vietnam War crypt was

rededicated September 17, 1999.
A black granite wall in Washington bears
incised in its smooth surface the names of the
58,272 who sacrificed their lives. It includes the
names of some 1,200 missing in action whose
bodies have never been recovered or were prisoners of war.

Epilogue
Since the end of the Second World War,
we have endured a series of undeclared wars
with uncertain aims. Today we find ourselves
engaged in a nebulous and unending “global
war on terrorism” against a shadowy, tenacious
enemy.
Billions of dollars that could have been
invested in this country’s rapidly deteriorating
infrastructure have been wasted, with little to
show in return.
Thousands of service members have
been killed or wounded in Somalia, Iraq and
Afghanistan.
In our continuing time of travail, we can all
resolve that these sacrifices shall not have been
in vain. We must take steps to end the parade
of unidentified dead or missing in action from
wars in which we have no national interest.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson.

Yorktown EconoWash
Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
Wash & Fold Service • Dry Cleaning & Pressing
Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
Leather & Suedes Cleaned / Treated

914.962.5539

2018 Crompond Rd. (Rear) Yorktown Hts.
Routes 35 & 202 -Crompond
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GovernmentSection
THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Senate Pays Ex-Democratic Aide’s Rent
By CARLOS GONZALEZ
Former Senate Secretary
Angelo Aponte was reimbursed $15,000 for renting
downtown Albany apartments
over the course of two years while he was
appointed into his position, records indicate.
Aponte, who made $190,000 as the top
legislative aide to Senate Democrats, was
granted the reimbursement. He served under
the leadership of Senator Malcolm A. Smith
and Senator John Sampson.
Aponte rented an apartment at condominium at 355 State St. at $1,200 a month
in May 2009. The following year, Aponte
rented an apartment 298 Hudson Ave. for
$1,260 a month. Both addresses are within
close proximity to the Capitol.
Aponte shared the apartment with
roommates, legislative aides Larry Soule,
a deputy secretary for the Senate Finance
Committee and Nicholas Kelly, an administrative assistant for the secretary of the
Senate’s office.
The review of spending while Senate
Democrats held a single two-year term in
the majority has been an ongoing one after
Republicans reclaimed the chamber last year.
The GOP says they closed a $7.7 million
deficit this after budgeting $92 million
through April — a reduction from the $100
million spending during the last fiscal year.

Republicans hold a 32-30 majority,
including four independent Democrats who
conference separately.
Pointing fingers at each other in the
Legislature is nothing new, often with
minority conferences in both chambers
complaining that the majority has shut them
out of perks, choice office space and money
to hire staff.
The Westchester Guardian recalls what
happened after the Democrats gained power
in 2009 for the first time in decades. Senate
Democrats discovered a $50,000 mobileoffice van used by former Majority Leader
Joe Bruno, complete with swiveling leather
seats and a conference center.
After sitting in the parking garage of
the Legislative Office Building for an undisclosed amount of time, the vehicle was sold
for a loss.
Secret television studios were located
on Long Island for GOP lawmakers only.
Direct satellite news feed were only available
for the Majority. Each day, another rock was
turned over pointing to careless spending by
the GOP and secret slush funds.
But GOP lawmakers argue those
spending practices were part of a dark past and
they’ve since in part brought fiscal stability to
the Senate after years of overspending.
Republicans have halved the number

of Senate employees making more than
$100,000 from 64 to 32. The number of
staffers earning six figures — and Senate staff
overall – increased following the 2009 legislative coup which ended when Pedro Espada
was given the title of majority leader and
John Sampson Democratic leader. Espada
lost re-election last year and has been charged
with federal corruption charges stemming
from his Soundview Health clinics.
Travel reimbursement among staff is
down, too. During the calendar year 2010,
staff logged $252,098 in travel reimbursement. This year, that number’s been reduced
to $121,724 so far.
Senate Republicans tout that they also
closed regional offices in Syracuse and
Rochester and consolidated departments,
saving an estimated $250,000 by re-negotiating leases and moving to less costly office
space.
This all may sound wonderful on it’s
surface, but then something interesting was
discovered.
As reported earlier this week by The
New York Post, Senate Republicans recently
approved pay raises to legislative aides of 6
percent on average totaling nearly $1 million.
What gives?
And while the GOP conference said the
raises, described to the news as cost-of-living
adjustments for the vast majority, were the
first in four years, the conference previously
doled out earlier pay increases to the same 84
staffers, according to payroll data.
The bulk of the first round of pay hikes

came at the beginning of the calendar year
2011, weeks after Republicans formally
reclaimed power in the Senate after a single
term in the minority.
The first round of raises, previously unreported, were staggered over the course the of
several pay periods leading up to April 1, the
start of the 2011-12 fiscal year.
The Westchester Guardian revealed back
in May on how our very own Senator Jeff
Klein suggested he was reducing his staff,
but instead diverted his staffers to a newly
created position formed by Majority Leader
Dean Skelos called “committee support.”
For Klein, membership does have its
privileges.
Senate Republicans, however, are quick
to point out the larger context of legislative spending, namely that they’ve turned
the bling flow off after Democrats left the
majority in 2010 even if it includes the
cloaking of staff.
Let’s keep in mind that the Republicans
are fighting to maintain their narrow majority,
a challenge in a presidential election year for a
state with high Democratic enrollment.
Regardless, all of it has a foul stench.
It might be time to Occupy the Senate, as
the top 1 percent may be far from the true
problem with New York.

a bill in the NYS legislature which provides
real property tax relief for 2011 to property
owners whose homes were flooded and
sustained significant property damage. The
City is coordinating with other local organizations the creation of a volunteer network
that will aid in response to those in need after
storms or emergency conditions or clean-up.

Brook, Westchester County and Harrison
on upstream development projects and the
need to monitor and retain stormwater on
site. The Council is looking to establish a
permanent City flood commission with a
designated Council liaison.

Carlos Gonzalez, The Albany Correspondent,
traverses the august halls of the New York State
Legislature for The Westchester Guardian and
the Yonkers Tribune.

french on rye

October Rye City Council Updates
By DOUGLAS FRENCH
City Financial Update
The Council received an
update from the Comptroller
on the City’s financial status
through the 3rd quarter of
2011. While expenses compared favorably to
budget and spending remains flat year-overyear for the last two years, the drop in other
sources of revenue has not yet rebounded to
2007 levels. Since then, revenue from interest
income, sales tax, and mortgage tax is $2M
below what it was. The state of the economy
continues to impact residents and all levels of
government. With limited financial options,
the budget decisions heading into 2012
will be: what capital improvements can be
funded, how to balance basic service levels

with rising pension and healthcare costs, and
where to identify new sources of funding.

Flood Mitigation Plan
The Council and staff continue to work
through the core elements of the City’s flood
mitigation plan: Rebuild Safely, Implement
Downstream Mitigation, Monitor Upstream
Development, and Retain Water Upstream.

Rebuilding
The Building Department is working
with residents on their cases as they rebuild.
The Council amended the local floodplain
law to reflect changes in the standard for
structures so that residents can continue to
be covered as part of the National Flood
Insurance program. The City has supported

Downstream Mitigation
Crews have now cleared the Blind
Brook of debris from the Nature Center up
through Wappanocca Avenue. The Council
is looking to adopt a resolution that will call
on all of the Boards and Commissions to
take additional scrutiny on reviewing landuse applications and variances with a greater
sensitivity to stormwater impacts.

Upstream Monitoring
The City continues to work with
surrounding municipalities such as Rye

Upstream Retention Projects
Rye is roughly 500 feet below upstream
elevation and will require several projects to
retain the volume of water that runs downstream. The Bowman Avenue Dam Sluice
Gate site plan is under final review by the Rye
Brook Planning Commission and Village
Board. With the Bowman Ave Dam Upper
Pond Expansion, the City is looking to accelerate a feasibility study to determine the cost/
benefit of expanding the upper pond. The
City is also taking the lead in establishing a
Sound Shore Regional Watershed Advisory
Continued on page 19
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October Rye City Council Updates
Continued from page 18
Board consistent with Westchester County
legislation that will coordinate and plan mitigation projects.

Moving On
Once again the Council heard
complaints by a Purchase resident about
conditions on Hen Island which is off the
coast of Greenhaven. The Westchester
County Health Department regularly tests
the Long Island Sound in and around Hen
Island and those tests continue to show that

water quality meets the County’s health
standards and there are no violations of any
regulations. The County and the Courts have
ruled that no action is required with respect
to mosquito control. And finally, the seasonal
cottages on Hen Island are not considered
permanent dwellings under the New York
State Building Code, and are therefore
compliant with potable water requirements.
However, the Purchase resident continues
his assault on the Rye community in hopes
of developing the Island. He has tried
to embarrass some members of the City

Council, including Richard, Peter, Suzanna,
Paula, Catherine and myself - by publishing
and displaying rude, mocked-up photos.
While that is his right, Rye’s children find it
most troubling as they try to reconcile such
behavior. He has tried to intimidate my
family and neighbors by towing and leaving
his distastefully decorated van in front of my
home at all hours of the day and night. He
has shown great disrespect to our community, businesses, and institutions as his van
and crude costumed character parade in our
downtown, in front of our historical society,
and at City Hall. And as he has in the past,
he continues to try to make his case personal

against Rye’s Mayor, whoever is serving - this
time broadly distributing communication
defaming my wife and I with false claims in
order to advance his own personal case. This
Council is about representing Rye and will
continue to do its work to address the issues
that are important to you, the residents of
Rye.
Visit the City of Rye Website at www.ryeny.
gov or contact me, City Council members or City
Manager should you need more information.
Doug French os the mayor of Rye Town. mayor@
ryeny.gov.

STORM

No Trick, Just Treats—Senator Ball Serves Warm Meals and Dry Ice to Residents without Power
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY -They came out in droves! Hundreds of
grateful residents stopped by the Beaver
Ridge Housing complex in Yorktown
Heights, where Senator Greg Ball (R, C –

Patterson) served more than 300 hot meals
and handed out hundreds of bag of dry ice.
Senator Ball organized the cookout
in response to a recent snowstorm that
left hundreds of thousands of residents
without electricity. As of early Tuesday,
November 1st, 150,000 homes and businesses within the 40th
Senate district remained
without power. Senator
Ball has been watching
the utility company’s
progress closely, and
worked with NYSEG
to secure and deliver
300 bags of dry ice to
Monday’s cookout.
“Along with every
member of my staff, I
am working day and
night to make sure

folks have comfort and are safe and secure
during these trying times. I feel everyone’s
pain and just want to do everything I can.
Hopefully a warm meal will cheer folks
up!” said Senator Greg Ball.
“The Senator is busy
working to furnish food
for people that have had
no way to get a meal
in days. We more than
appreciate his efforts
for caring for us. He has
been working very hard.
We appreciate him and
look forward to many
more years with Senator,
Governor or President
Ball!” said Yorktown
resident Claire Petrillo.
“This place has had
a lot of problems. There
are people who haven’t eaten here for two
days. This barbecue has been a very timely
and joyous occasion for the people who are
here,” said Assemblyman Steve Katz (R, C
– Yorktown).
“I live in Croton. We got a phone call
telling us about the barbecue, and because

we had no power, we came down. I give
the senator an A+ for coming up with this
great idea,” said JayCee Hoffman.
“I appreciate everything you are doing.
It’s a wonderful thing. I thank God for
everything they have given us. I bought
$104 worth of meat, the power went out,
and I was almost going to throw everything

out, but thank God I got dry ice in time
to salvage about half of it. God bless you
all,” said Yorktown resident Alexander
Nardone.
Wednesday, November 2nd, Senator
Ball continued his tour of storm damage
throughout the district, with scheduled
stops in Somers and Lewisboro.
Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services
Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers
Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recycling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched
Fully Insured - Free Estimates
On Site Document Destruction
Same Day Roll Off Service
If You Call By Noon

www.citycarting.net
City Carting of Westchester • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting • AAA Paper Recycling • Bria Carting • CRP Sanitation

800.872.7405 • 8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT • 203.324.4090
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THE COUNCILMAN’S DESK

Facts and Falsehoods
By PETER TRIPODI IV
For nearly two years
now, I have been a balance
on the Town Board of the
Town of Ossining. During
my term as a public servant
I call it how I see it, and I would expect
the same from all elected officials.
The
Mid-Hudson
Ambulance
District is a tax district which needs some
serious attention. We need new people on
the board, we need a more transparent
process, and most importantly, we need
more fiscal oversight. Transparency is an
important part of government. If government cannot operate in an open and
transparent matter then there cannot be
a democratic government. There is no
exception to this statement and I hope
we can improve the situation with the
Mid-Hudson Ambulance District.

Transparency is important, not only
for the process of government operations,
but in carrying out the day-to-day duties
of government. For example, letting fellow
elected officials know what is going on, as
well as the public, will always increase the
efficiency and cooperation of everyone
involved. Another example of the lack of
transparency and communication is the
Town of Ossining, Westchester County
Police contract bill. The bill, totaling $1.4
million dollars for 6 months of service,
was sent to the Town of Ossining on July
25 of this year. I did not receive a copy
until October 14. This amount is higher
than previously expected and it is being
disputed. However, if $1.4 million dollars
is the correct amount for 6 months, and
if the remaining 6 months is valued at
that same amount, the total will be $2.8
million dollars for the entire contract. It
was originally budgeted at $1.9 million.
This would mean the cost would be
almost $1 million over budget. This is
what happens when faulty contracts with
uncapped costs get passed by a Town

Board more interested in publicity than
public service.
Court Consolidation is another
process that has left many people questioning consolidation and if it is actually
going to save money. I still think consolidation is a good thing, but smart, open,
and cost-effectiveness should be the
foundation on which it starts. Court
Consolidation is a consolidation that, “…
will result in additional costs to the Town
of up to $406,571.00” - Steven J. Hancox,
Deputy Comptroller, State of New
York on October 21, 2011. This means
the Town will have to cut almost half a
million dollars or increase taxes.
Briarcliff Manor should have been
more involved in this process, but again,
the lack of transparency in other arenas
forced them to leave the table. Currently
we are not dancing in the tulips with
them, as many candidates and elected
officials would like the public to believe.
They are suing the Town of Ossining in
the Supreme Court. Those who believe
otherwise are either not keeping current

with their news or are choosing to turn
their heads. Both are detrimental to the
success of the Town of Ossining mending
the fence with the Village of Briarcliff
Manor.
Transparency, public input, and
common sense should be the guiding
principles upon which Ossining should
operate. Ossining should strive to become
the “beacon of light on the hill”, to paraphrase, not Reagan, but John Winthrop,
the founder of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony (Boston). In order to achieve such
a stance we must conduct ourselves in a
manner worthy of achieving it. Doing
things the right way, involving all affected
parties, and being open with everyone
(even those we disagree with) will lead us
to success.
Peter Tripodi IV is Ossining Town
Councilman. He is also the candidate for
Ossining Town Supervisor (R, C, I). Learn
more at the www.PeterTripodi.com; and /
or direct email to electpete@gmail.com.

GOVERNMENT

Senior Advisor Implores Americans to Support the UN at the Pound Ridge Library
By RICH MONETTI
It’s probably safe to
say that most of us are in
favor of the United Nations
and America’s crucial role
within it. On the other hand, our actual
interest doesn’t quite match the numbers
above. “It’s a very passive support,” said
Gillian Martin Sorensen at the Pound
Ridge Library on Sunday, October 23
and upping popular engagement is the
mission of this 30 year member of the
United Nations.
She’s worked for the likes of Boutros
Boutros Ghali and Kofi Annan but her
ability to field both hostile and friendly
questions gave her a perfect role as a
senior advisor (and an advocate) of the
U.N. Foundation. “I’m an all purpose
messenger, educator and defender of the
U.N.,” she said.
The Foundation was created with a
billion dollar donation from Ted Turner and
has about 200 staff between offices in New
York and Washington D.C. It runs parallel
to the larger organization and encourages
donors to support the UN and its activities. The main areas that the Foundation
addresses are child health, climate change
& energy, sustainable development, technology, women and population.

That said, being attuned to the one
billion people subsumed by extreme
poverty is a key consideration. “They are
very vulnerable to exploitation,” she says.
The Foundation’s partnership with
over 4,000 NGOs many times provides
the focal point for the U.N. to proceed.
Aside from their particular area of
engagement, she says, They are activists,
they know how to move things from the
bottom up and stimulate government
action.
Of course, initiatives become more
a challenge among despotic leaders who
do not share in the U.N.’s vision and
military options are always on the table.
Nonetheless, she admits, “that the hard
power can get their attention but doesn’t
always return the right outcome.”
And when bombs or drones result
in civilian casualties, all other gains are
wiped out. “There’s no such thing as a
surgical strike,” she says
In its place, The U.N. provides a
consensus building forum with a home
address that otherwise wouldn’t exist.
“Our partnerships have the ability to
earn trust, respect and credibility instead
of hate and hostility,” she says.
Taking that into consideration with

America’s “passive support” and periodic calls from the media or lawmakers
to curtail American participation, and
the credibility of the entire organization
is threatened. The recent Republican
sponsored House passage to cut all ties
speaks directly to that. But even with
Senate approval highly unlikely, she says,
“We cannot dismiss the UN as a hot and
cold romance because the world then
feels they can’t count on us as a reliable
partner.”
The current Palestinian initiative to
gain a seat at the UN definitely applies.
The U.S. veto likely upsets many but it
again comes back to the forum the U.N.
provides. “The U.S. position kick starts
the peace process,” she says.
But setting the motion still takes
a backseat to what’s needed going
forward. A thousand Israeli settlements
announced in the wake of the U.S. veto
does not qualify, while the Palestinians
have a history of equal inflexibility. “We
need leadership on both sides,” she says.
She points them to South Africa
and the conciliatory roles both Nelson
Mandela and F.W. de Klerk took in
bridging a country beyond decades of
hate. “Don’t forget the past but let it go

and envision a positive future, she relayed
the words of Mandela.
She sees a solution well within the
next 20 years and holds out more hope in
the wake of the Arab spring – especially
in Egypt. With an educated population,
she says, “They can be the model.”
Not to mention, the established
convergence of democracy and Islam
in Turkey. She also hopes Syria, Yemen
and Bahrain have gotten a clear message
from the events in Libya.
So too for the UN naysayers in
America who dismiss the impact our
international role can have - even when
we step back and let other countries lead.
“As long as the outcome is the desired
one,” she says.
Returning to a beginning where the
U.N. had bipartisan support is also a
desired outcome but again that requires
the attention she believes the organization merits. When a congressperson tells
her that pot holes are a bigger issue to
constituents than the U.N., representatives action or inaction is guaranteed.
Instead, she concludes, “Let them know
a strong U.N. is good for the United
States.”
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Entrenched Political Standards May Give Way to an Unknown Trojan Horse
By HEZI ARIS
The standard bearers
who have come before
the electorate this year are
the last vestiges of a dying
breed of dinosaurs that will
be forced to give way to the
ethically engaged politician not consumed by
the game of looking the other when issues
come to light. The time for managing the
news nurturing relationships of deceit or
worse, corruption of the media by the soft
underbelly exposure to advertising dollars
has seen the demise of mainstream media.
Eviscerated by the “acid-tongued bloggers”
that have grown among the friendly banter
news outlets engender, rather than the hardhitting relevance of delivering the news,
has sparked a demand for societal norms
only spoken of in the past as gospel though
oftentimes dismissed as passé and irrelevant.
Those who stand before the electorate this
year are unlikely to bring about a change to
the status quo.
A Trojan Horse may be elected within
our midst. Should one have garnered the
support of the electorate he/she may accede
to office with the expectation to follow in
the footsteps of “the get along to get along”
crowd as opposed to trailblazing a a road
demanding benevolence of purpose and
the engagement of the electorate and those
that had not yet become involved. Should
a person of stalwart resolve accede to office,
he /she will spur the believability of change
worthy of engaging a greater number of

voters. Much is on the line, not only for the
electorate, but the party system itself.
Voters are departing the waning effectiveness of the party system. In an age of
instant gratification, subjugating oneself to
awaiting a system devoid of merit or ability
to the admonition of waiting for your turn
at the bat has proven pointless and empty.
Joining the party is different than adopting
the tenets espoused yet are often trashed by
those who maintain silence over trespasses
that would easily atrophy the pertinence of
such party systems.
The City of Buffalo is immersed in allegations of voter fraud; arrests are pending.
Misuse of public funds, released on the testimony of “experts” have proven year after year
to be far from the results expected, still they
are tolerated. The system is broken. Often
there are people in office who exude an air
of scrutiny yet they are nothing more than
barometers of opinion; they gauge sentiment over the telling of a “con” preyed upon
taxpayer funds such as funds exacted for
industrial Development agencies (IDA’s).
The promises of jobs created are rarely spot
on. Still facts do not cause subsidies to be
returned for the lack of meeting the rational
used for releasing such fund for said projects.
The deceit of MF Holdings chairman
Jon Corzine is the subject of a formal FBI
investigation. Mr Corzine presided over a
$6.3 billion bet over the purchase of downgraded European bonds. Corzine is also
alleged to have misled investors to the true

financial stature of the firm. No deference is
likely to be given the facts as they are. Count
on every body feigning the power of scrutiny
to be shy of putting their toe into the pool of
cold facts.
So it is in the world of politics. New
York State Comptroller authorizes Yonkers
Mayor Phil Amicone’s Budget proposal for
2011-2012 despite the many one-shot bandaids that seemingly hold the city finances
from coming apart. The words of derision
and admonition repeated ad nauseum to the
deaf ears of the term-limited administration
of all the years of their reign on the city have
proven unnecessary to fear. Protocol was
adhered by simply awaiting a few words from
the august (cough, cough) office of the New
York State Comptroller.
Are parameters set only for those who
believe it appropriate to conform themselves
to such rules? Are the Corzines and Madoffs
and Rajaratnams permitted to escape the
wrath of societal norms codified by laws to
before which we stand as equal? Is justice
dead?
Has the American Dream become a
nightmare? Who will maintain the vigilance
demanded to hold on to the principals that
made this nation great?
The Public Service Commission has
failed to formulate rules that govern the
responsibilities of the utility companies in
light of Mother Nature’s wrath. The SEC
has failed to thwart the Ponzi Schemes
of Bernard Madoff. Issues of Domestic

THE CONSER VATIVE TORCH

The Protestors that Need to be Protested
By CARMINE TORCHETTI
Much speculation has
been brought on as to why
these protestors are camping
out down on Wall Street and
throughout the nation to
state their case. I have an answer: insanity. It
is ironic that these deeply disturbed individuals are protesting the very society that allows
them to protest in the first place. First, let us
make clear that these protestors are lucky to
have the opportunity, ability, and freedom to
fight the “injustices” they claim exist. There

are various parts of the world that would
lead one to their execution for acting as the
“occupiers” are. Second, let’s examine what
they are protesting. The rich make too much
money, they don’t pay enough in taxes, and
Capitalism has failed us. These are just some
of the arguments brought forth by these
protestors. However, if they were to take the
time to actually review the facts, they would
learn that the top 1% of wage earners in this
country, the richest of the rich, have paid at
least 39.5% of the federal income taxes in

this country within the past 4 years for each
year. This is according to the Congressional
Budget Office. Next, according to the
Internal Revenue Service, the top 10% of
wage earners in this country pay 70% of the
federal income taxes. If these protestors want
to discuss fairness and equality, how do the
previous statistics align with that thinking?
Thirdly, let us examine their solution to
the supposed “problem” of unfairness in this
country. When asked for their solution to the
problem, not one of these protestors was able
to give a clear, succinct answer. Not one of
these protestors was able to give their alternative idea on how this economy should be
organized. When I embarked on my annual
Continued on page 22

Violence, child abuse, sex trafficking, among
other societal dysfunction are often kept
hidden. Drug abuse, alcohol abuse, and abuse
are too often tolerated. All these are thrown
under the rug. They have each insinuated
themselves into our being, creating callouses
that mitigate the suffering we each endure in
varying degrees.
It is time to do more than plot political
games of connivance. It is time to do our best
for ourselves by doing what is best for each
other. Show a little respect. You may just like
what you get in return.
While it may be propitious for that leader
to make himself / herself known, all we may
hope for now is to have that Trojan Horse
become known. And when it is so revealed,
be prepared to have your saddle in the ready;
it may just be a fun ride to the vision that has
until now been simply a mirage.

Coins & Currency,
Gold & Silver
Wanted

Experienced collector and
part-time dealer will identify
your holdings, explain how to
determine value, and make
you a strong offer or sell for
you on consignment.
References available.

marosner@aol.com

914-649-3317
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The Protestors that Need to be Protested
Continued from page 21
journey to the World Trade Center site to
pay my respects to those lost, I was met with
the beginning stages of these protests over a
month ago. I was met with signs that read
“Capitalism has failed us” and “Just because
we are not heard, doesn’t mean we are not
here.” With regards to the second quote, the
Constitution provides these people with the
right to freedom of speech and assembly.
I will not debate their right to protest but
just because you have a right to do something doesn’t mean it is the right thing
to do. These protestors have now moved
their movement to the homes of those evil
millionaires, as they would describe them.
You do not take a movement to someone’s
personal residence and expose their families
to such hatred and protest. These protestors demonize the rich because they became

successful and fulfilled the American dream.
I have an idea, how about these protestors
gave off the concrete slabs they are sleeping,
eating, chanting, and literally defecating
on, and get a job. The economy is tough
Carmine. Well, guess what, many retail
stores are hiring, especially now that we
are upon the holiday season. I was unemployed for over three years and I didn’t
publicly protest the rich on Wall Street, I’m
not going to blame my misfortune on their
hard earned success. Here is my message
to these protestors: stop the whining, the
complaining, the anarchist chanting and
do something to fix your life instead of
complaining about what others have that
you want. Secondly, stop protesting down
on Wall Street to those who made something of their live, stop costing the city of
New York millions of dollars a day to police

your actions, and stop causing the closing
down of bridges that regular working class
people use every day to earn a living.
If these protestors have an issue, take it
to the government, take it those who have
done nothing while this economy continues
to crumble. How about protesting to the
White House where we have a president
that hasn’t passed a decent jobs bill after
three failed attempts. Unemployment has
gone up to over 9% under the failed policies
and presidency of Barack Obama but these
protestors choose to blame those who pay
not only their taxes but the tax shares of the
protestors. Time and time again, societies
and nations have attempted to change capitalism and alter governmental structure to
see if something else is better. Nothing has
proven to be because anarchism, socialism
and communism have been failures repeatedly. One final comment, these occupy
movements have been endorsed by the

Nazi and Communist parties of the United
States. Need I say more?
These protestors and their message are
what should be protested. Conservative
voices rise up and take back this country,
follow the example of the Tea Party and
protest those who actually are to blame for
this failed economy, the lawmakers and the
president who have done nothing but give
us more debt and despair. Be Safe and Be
Well.
Carmine Torchetti is the host of The
Conservative Torch Radio Program on
WGRN, the Westchester Guardian Radio
Network. Future aspirations include taking
his conservative message national so as to
demonstrate the importance of implementing
Conservative ideals for the betterment of the
nation. For more information on Carmine or
the radio program, please visit www.theconservativetorch.com.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr.
President:
By ED KOCH and
RUDOLPH GIULIANI
“I am attaching a statement issued by former Mayor
of New York City Rudy
Giuliani and myself.
“It provides the reasons
why we believe you should put
Iran on notice that an attack by it
upon Saudi Arabia or Israel would
be considered an attack upon the
U.S. to which the U.S. would
immediately respond.
“We have asked the
Republican candidates for president to support you on such a
decision. I personally believe
that your doing this is in the
best interests of our country
and would deter Iran from
initiating a war against either
or both Saudi Arabia and
Israel.
“All the best.”
Ed Koch

Attack on Israel or Saudi
Arabia Should Be Seen
as Attack on
U.S., Say Former
Mayors
(New York, NY: Tuesday,
November 1, 2011) Former
Mayors Ed Koch and
Rudolph Giuliani today
released a joint statement urging the Obama
Administration to do
everything in its power to
foster democracy in the
Middle East, and prevent
Iran from developing nuclear
weapons.
Citing
its
continued threats to
both the U.S., Israel and
Saudi Arabia and its
support of both Hamas
and Hezbollah, Mayor
Koch and Giuliani
recommended that Iran
be, “placed on notice
that an attack upon Israel
or Saudi Arabia will be
considered as equivalent to
an attack upon the U.S. to
which the U.S. will immediately respond.”  Both Mayors also pointed to
Iran’s support of the Assad regime in Syria,
and the recently foiled plot to assassinate the

Saudi ambassador to the U.S. as reasons for
a more muscular Iranian policy. “Tehran has
been the strongest supporter of the Assad
regime in Syria, has worked to undermine
our ally Saudi Arabia and other friendly
Gulf states, and is the strongest supporter
of Hezbollah and Hamas, two anti-Western
terrorist organizations in the region,” wrote
Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
The former Mayors also urged that the
announced Republican candidates for the
presidency in 2012 publicly endorse the
position and urge action on the part of the
Obama Administration.
A copy of the entire letter is found below.

Statement by Former
Mayors Edward I. Koch and
Rudolph Giuliani
NEW YORK, NY -- October 28,
2011 --  The President has announced a
withdrawal of all American troops from
Iraq. We support continued United States
help to a democratic transformation among
the Arab countries and societies of North
Africa and the Middle East.   Iran’s nuclear
ambitions are unabated and the virulence
of Ahmadinejad’s anti-American and antiIsrael existential threats continue.
To add to these risks, Tehran has been
the strongest supporter of the Assad regime
in Syria, has worked to undermine our ally
Saudi Arabia and other friendly Gulf states,
and is the strongest supporter of Hezbollah
and Hamas, two anti-Western terrorist
organizations in the region. Recently, the

President of the U.S. and the Attorney
General of the U.S., Eric Holder, announced
that Iranian officials ordered the assassination of Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to the U.S.
and the blowing up of the Saudi and Israeli
embassies in Washington, D.C.  
In our view, Iran must not be allowed to
develop nuclear weapons. Further, it should
be placed on notice that an attack upon Israel
or Saudi Arabia will be considered as equivalent to an attack upon the U.S. to which the
U.S. will immediately respond. The risk to
the United States through an Iranian nuclear
capability goes without saying. The United
States and our Allies need to increase the
pressure on Iran to thwart this initiative of
theirs. The risk to our country of an Iranian
attack on our long-time allies, Israel, the
only truly democratic power in the region,
or Saudi Arabia, also a long-term American
ally and provider of energy, would definitively
turn the Middle East into a Tehran dominated region, with devastating consequences
for our country and remaining supporters in
the area.  
We also call on the major Republican
candidates for President – Michele
Bachman, Herman Cain, Newt Gingrich,
Jon Huntsman, Ron Paul, Rick Perry, Mitt
Romney, Rick Santorum -- to publicly
support such action on the President’s part.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch and
Rudolph Giuliani respectively served New York
City as its Mayor.
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LEGAL NOTICES
FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matters of
Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),
Cheyenne Thomas (d.o.b. 2/1/96) and
Michael Thomas (d.o.b. 5/18/98),
Children Under 21 Years of Age
Adjudicated to be Neglected by
Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
INQUEST NOTICE
(Child Neglect Case)
Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/11a
NN-2695/96-10/11A
NN- 2695/96-10/11A
NN-7129-10/11A
FU No.: 22303

Respondents.
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.
IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED
BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH
PERIOD.
UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONSENT
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND REMAINS
IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO
FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED
AS RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD
AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.
BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify address(es)]:
Last known address:
AND
Last known address:

TIFFANY RAY
c/o Sharing Community
1 Hudson Street
Yonkers, NY 10701

QUICK CASH PAWN USA LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 9/12/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process The LLC 2712 E. Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

QyQUICK CASH OF WESTCHESTER AVE. LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2009.
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY
design. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to The LLC 2712
East Tremont Ave Bronx, NY 10461
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

EnSlips Enterprises, LLC. Arts of Org
filed with the Secy of State of NY
(SSNY) on 8/26/11. Office loc: WESTCHESTER Cty. SSNY designated as
agent upon whom process may be
served and shall mail a copy of any
process to the principal business address: 1505 Nepperhan Ave. Yonkers,
NY 10703. Purpose: any lawful acts.

REELWOMAN ASSETS, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
8/10/2011. Office in Westchester Co.
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process The LLC
57 Worthington Rd. White Plains, NY
10607. Purpose: Any lawful activity

Uchimsya, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 08.29.2011.
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to Uchimsya LLC PO
Box 523 Yonkers NY 10705. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.

DENNING PROPERTIES, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
8/4/2011. Office in Westchester Co.
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process C/O Mr.
Philip Denning 191 Beech St. Eastchester, NY 10709. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

WISE BODY HEALTH, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
10/14/2011. Office in Westchester
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process The LLC 38
E. Lake Dr. Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HYDE PARK CAPITAL ADVISORY LLC
Authority filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 10/19/11. Office location: Westchester Co. LLC formed in
Delaware (DE) on 9/26/11 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC
318 Cliff Ave Pelham, NY 10803. DE
address of LLC: 16192 Coastal Hwy
Lewes, DE 19958. Arts. Of Org. filed
with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898
Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

TLHM CONSULTING LLC Articles of
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
8/2/2011. Office in Westchester Co.
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process The LLC 15
Plymouth Rd. Chappaqua, NY 10514.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
2 column

BEDBUG DETECTION OF WESTCHESTER, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/4/2011.
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process C/O Salvatore M. Di
Costanzo McMillan, Constabiler Et Al
2180 Boston Post Rd. Larchmont, NY
10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

The petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court alleging that the
above-named children are neglected children.

ACTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY PLLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 9/30/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of PLLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process The PLLC 35 Sheldrake Ave.
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court located at 53 So.
Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the of November 28, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. in the forenoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer, and if the Court
finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place noted above, the Court will
hear and determine the petition as provided by law.
Dated: October 6, 2011

1 column

CHOCOTAKU LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
7/14/2011. Office in Westchester Co.
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O
United States Corporation Agents,
Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brooklyn,
NY 11228. Registered Agent: United
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014
13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Get
Noticed

Get Noticed

KENNETH THOMAS
14 Intervale Place, Apt, #2B
Yonkers, NY 10705

BLUEBERRY HILL ACRES, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 6/23/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent
of LLC upon whom process may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O Salvatore M. Di Costanzo,
McMillan, Constabile, Maker &
Perone, LLP 2180 Boston Post Rd.
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.

Legal Notices,
Advertise Today

Legal Notices, Advertise Today

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
_______ /s/ ________________
CLERK OF THE COURT

QUICK

CLASSIFIED ADS

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Slips

Help Wanted

THIS IS THE

FACE OF
A PERSON
AFFECTED BY

STROKE.

Whether the stroke is your own
or that of a friend, parent, child,
spouse or loved one, your life is
affected. So learn the warning signs
and call 9-1-1 immediately if you
or someone else experiences them.

Call 1-800-4STROKE or visit www.strokeassociation.org

Vastika,Inc. seeks Senior Web Developer
to customize the applications using different web technical skills per project
requirement. Must have experience in Object Oriented Programming(OOP), PHP5.2,
MYSQL, DB2, Javascript, CSS, Ajax,XML,
XSLT, Photoshop etc. Experience in social
collaboration site similar to Facebook,
twitter would be plus point. Candidate
that has worked on agile framework and
Software Development Life Cycle(SDLC)
are preferred. Must have at least Master’s Degree. Job Location will be in Hawthorne, NY and minimum travel would be
required. Apply at Vastika, Inc., 1200 Walnut Hill Lane, Ste. 2200, Irving, Texas 75038

Office Space AvailablePrime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime:
914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store
$2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Contact
Jaime: 914.632.1230

Page 24

The Westchester Guardian

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011

The Number 1 Rated
Puerto Rican Restaurant
in Manhattan
has opened
in
White Plains!
“The Best Puerto Rican Food”
NY Post Nov. 8, 2006

Dinner • Bar
Entertainment
Lounge • Catering
Private Party Room Available
Hours:
Monday -Thursday 4PM-11PM
Friday and Saturday 4PM-4AM
Sunday 4PM-11PM

Reserve Now for Holiday Parties!

Sofrito
175 Main St. , White Plains, NY. • Tel: 914-428-5500 • www.sofritowhiteplains.com
400 East 57th Street New York, NY 10022-3019 • Tel: 212. 754.5999 • www.sofritony.com
SAZON • 105 Reade St., NY, NY • Tel: 212.406.1900 • www.sazonnyc.com

www.westchesterguardian.com

