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CommunitySection
BUDGET

Amendments Galore Regarding Proposed
New Rochelle Municipal Budget
By PEGGY GODFREY

Throughout the New Rochelle City
Council meeting on December 4,
2012, there were constant suggestions
to raise fees, drop budget items and
determine minimum levels of City
services required. Councilman Albert Tarantino suggested raising the parking rates in a municipal parking lot for County employees. City Manager Chuck
Strome thought that the present lower parking rate
may be an office rental incentive in the lease. He was
going to check with the building owner.
This pro and con discussion continued on several
agenda items. On the Prospect Street lot the lighting,
cameras needed, and number of permits in two areas
of the lot were discussed but not resolved. Similarly,
having a Farmer’s Market in the northern part of section of New Rochelle was deemed desirable but more
information, such as location and number of farmers
available on a Saturday, was needed to make a decision.
When the rates for adult softball teams were
brought up, there were suggestions that if New Rochelle charges a higher rate than other nearby municipalities, the number of participating teams could
decline, thus lowering revenue. Even the Citizens
Panel on Sustainable Budgets (a group of citizens
who examined all city expenses and revenues) found
the fees for softball and tennis were “among the highest in the region.” However the Citizens Panel had
suggested an increase in marina fees because New
Rochelle residents were being given a “discount”
compared to non-residents. Here, Council and staff
members felt the facility’s fees should not “pay for
other services.” Raising the rates excessively could
cause some people to leave, resulting in a deficit.
The proposed budget increase is 5.57%.It equates
to a tax increase of 6.99% because the tax base fell.The
budget proposed reducing some firefighter manning
numbers and was in keeping with the recommendation of the suggestions of the Citizens Panel. So it was
no surprise during the Citizens To Be Heard session
of the New Rochelle City Council which followed,
that a number of fire department employees cautioned that the city could face serious consequences if
staffing was reduced below minimum standards. The
high-rise buildings in downtown New Rochelle are
especially challenging because almost all of the firemen on duty are needed to fight fires should it ever be
warranted there. In colorful, dramatic presentations,

firemen in firefighting gear demonstrated various
methods and tools used to put out fires.
Summing up thesentiment of many residents,
including some who spoke at the hearing, Steve
Mayo, Director of Tax Justice for New Rochelle,
www.taxjusticefornewrochelle.com, criticized the
Council’s proposal to override the state cap limitation
which would require a super majority vote of Council
(5-2). Mayo said: “The spend and tax, trickle-across fiscal
policies of this council will prove no more successful than
those of its ideological parent. Stated simply, you cannot
spend more than you earn. Contrary to accepted business
practice, this budget does just that - with more tax levies, a
legally and linguistically suspect refuse fee, and to top things
off, borrowing and bonding just proposed in this council for
capital expenditure on an unnecessary move of the public
works yard. Raising taxes, raising the tax levy, lifting the
tax cap, creation or continuation of compulsory user fees (a
contradiction in terms!) and the ominous and overarching specter of bonding for optimal capital projects (binding
upon countless future generations of New Rochelle taxpayers) cannot be justified in this recessionary year.”
The City Council continued their legislative
session after the Citizens To Be Heard segment of
the proceedings. Amendments to the budget were
offered by councilmembers. Both Councilwoman
Shari Rackman and Councilman Lou Trangucci expressed they did not want to risk having less than the
needed minimum of 27 firefighters on duty. Councilmen Barry Fertel and Lou Trangucci did not want
to require bagging leaves. Since the monetary cost
of collecting leaves was presently from $7 to $10 per
home, Fertel believes this was a quality of life issue.
Councilman Ivar Hyden is looking forward to a new
Director of Development who could take the City in
a new direction.
Trangucci presented a list of possible cuts.
Among them was eliminating the Sanitation Study
for $75,000, reducing the replacement of public
words vehicles from $678,000 to 378,000, and not
filling the vacant Deputy of Public Works position
for another $93,750 savings. Councilman Jared Rice
asked for the $175,000 independent fire department
study suggested by the Citizens Panel.
There will be another meeting of the New Rochelle City Council before the budget is approved;
more amendments are anticipated.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, a community activist,
and former educator.
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Legislators, Residents Voice Concerns Over Astorino’s 2013 Budget Proposal
that the proposed 2013 budget will cut
important programs for local youths
and would hurt Westchester County in
the short- and long-term.
Tracy Ann Johnson, of Ossining,
NY came to the meeting to speak on
behalf of all parents utilizing public day
care. The working parent, full-time student and full-time worker had this to
say: “Please do not raise our [day care]
fee and provide us more funding because if we can’t afford it then we have
to stay home with our children and
then no work, no tax to pay, so we’re
asking that you be considerate in the
budget.”
Another mother of three from
Ossining addressed the Committee on
fiscal responsibility.
“I truly believe in public funding
for a daycare subsidy, it really makes a
lot of fiscal sense. If you raise the ceiling what you’re going to do is take away
the subsidy from a lot of low-income

workers and then they won’t be able to
work anymore…no taxes…it doesn’t
make a lot of sense to cut something
that’s allowing people to work, allowing
them to add to the economy.”
In terms of the public safety cuts
that Astorino included in his budget
proposal, several Democratic legislators
stepped forth to criticize a step by Astorino that would arguably undermine
the overall public safety and emergency
staffing throughout the County.
Legislator Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers), Chair of the BOL’s Public Safety
and Security Committee commented
that “elected officials are chosen to serve
and protect the people that they represent. How can that protection be granted if there are severe cuts made in the
public safety department? As we study
the budget line by line, it is our understanding that this proposal will be saving money rather than raising taxes, but
the money saved will be at the expense

of the people of Westchester County.”
As such, the BOL Budget and
Appropriations Committee has approved a range of additions to Astorino’s proposed 2013 budget, including
restoration of all 126 job layoffs, including those in public safety. The bipartisan bid to add to the budget was pieced
together in a way that any additions
would be offset by corresponding budget deletions in order to result in a zeropercent increase in the County tax levy.
“These additions show that
that BOL is dedicated to ensuring
a healthy and prosperous future for
the residents and business owners
of Westchester,” said BOL Chairman Ken Jenkins (D-Yonkers). “Our
decision-making is always focused on
creating jobs, helping our taxpayers,
protecting the people and safeguarding our environment, all within a financially responsible structure.”

News and Notes from Northern Westchester

local celebrity Sloan Wainwright.
The musical talents gathering at the
Bedford Presbyterian Church for
this holiday evening will include The
Sloan Wainwright Band with The
Grand Slambovians, Pete Malvineri,
Afua Monk Addo, Sam McTavey
and many other holiday surprises.
The Oren Neiman Quartet will
perform a Hanukkah concert on
December 15th at Arts Westchester
in White Plains.
Congratulations to Horace
Greeley High School senior Jiayi
Peng for winning one of two $50,000
national scholarships in the Siemens
Science competition.
How about a good old fashioned
sing-along of Christmas favorites,
then you will want to stop by for the
“Holiday Musicale” at the Caramoor
Center for Music and the Arts in
Katonah.
The Assumption Church in
Peekskill is holding “A Candlelight
Christmas Concert,” featuring Mario Tacca & The Victor Lonti String

Quartet on December 14th.
The good folks at the Ossining
United Methodist Church are having a holiday bake & gift sale on December 15 and 22.
Storyteller Jonathan Kruk will
present “Tales of Olde Christmas”
at the Community Church of Yorktown on December 16th, I think I’ll
pour myself a little eggnog and head
over to catch the show.
As you may know, in Frank
Capra’s holiday favorite “It’s A Wonderful Life” the imaginary town is
called Bedford Falls named after our
neighboring village Bedford, in fact
Main Street looks today very similar to the film, so, don’t be surprised
to see me running down one of the
streets, because living in northern
Westchester certainly is a wonderful
life…see you next week.

fervor of the missionaries who stop at
people’s houses to acquaint them with
the teachings of the Lord – they are
knowledgeable, polite, and, of course,
fervent. Barbara shops at Best Buy
where the sales people are polite.
Both temples have technical support areas – the Apple stores have the
“Genius Bars,” supported by Apple

repair while Best Buy has the “Geek
Squad,” which, while lacking the fervor
and zeal of the Genius Bar personnel,
is staffed by persons who seem both
knowledgeable and polite. The apparent professionalism of the Geek Squad
led us to take out a blanket maintenance
contract on three Windows machines,

By BARY ALYSSA
JOHNSON
Westchester County
legislators and residents
alike are voicing concerns over the 1.7 billion dollar proposed 2013 budget that
County Executive Robert Astorino put
forth last month. The two areas of the
budget that are causing the most controversy are cuts to the sectors of public
safety and childcare.
Democratic members of the
Westchester County Board of Legislators (BOL) spoke out publicly against
safety cuts in the proposed 2013 budget and private residents lined up by
the hundreds at recent public budget
hearings to speak on the financial cuts
to childcare.
In response, the BOL Budget and
Appropriations Committee unanimously approved a wide range of ad-

ditions to the budget. These additions
include restoration of job layoffs in each
of the aforementioned sectors as well as
funding to keep the family share for
subsidized child care at twenty percent.
“The experienced professionals
that the County Executive put on the
chopping block provide superb service to the people of Westchester and
when it comes to emergency services,
public safety and social services in the
County’s safety net, we need to maintain a level of protection and readiness
that’s best for all of us,” said legislator
Judith Myers (D-Larchmont), Chair of
the BOL’s Budget and Appropriations
Committee.
On the topic of cuts to childcare, numerous Westchester residents
showed up to speak their piece at one of
three public budget hearings hosted by
the BOL Budget and Appropriations
Committee. The overall message at a
meeting held in Cortlandt Manor was

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
We decorated our house
this week, Santa on the
roof, lights trimming
the porch, reindeer and
polar bears on the front
lawn (Snoopy and Clark Griswald
would be envious)… our electric company has a huge smile on their face,
they are almost as happy as you will be
after reading this electricity free edition
of “News and Notes.”
There is truly something special
about the harmony of a bell choir.
This Sunday the 16th there will be
a free Christmas Bells Benefit Concert at Katonah’s First Presbyterian
Church at 4:00 PM, donations will
be accepted to benefit HelpHOPELive. This is a lovely way to relax,
reflect and take in the sounds of the
season.
The Jeffers family is cheering on

Mamaroneck eighth-grader Carly
Rose Sonenclar as she sings to win
the title on the reality show “The X
Factor” on Fox, we hear even Simon
Cowell has been nice to her.
The Church in the Highlands in
White Plains is offering “Bringing
Bethlehem By,” music, meditation,
readings and prayers on December
19th.
The Food Bank for Westchester, Burke Rehabilitation Center
and NY Cares are holding a food
and coat drive through the end of
the year, you can drop off donations
at Burke Rehabilitation Hospital in
White Plains.
This item goes out to Uncle
Ken, who happens to love trains
and who doesn’t…the Westchester
Model Railroad Club runs a wonderful display of model trains at the
Greenburgh Nature Center through

December 16th.
If you are finishing up your holiday shopping the perfect place to do
so is at the 27th Antique Stocking
Stuffers Show and Sale at John Jay
High School in Katonah on Sunday,
December 16th from 10:00 AM to
5:00 PM. For an entry fee of $7.00
you can share in this popular holiday
shopping experience which will feature up to 70 dealers offering antique,
estate and vintage costume jewelry;
antique and estate silver plus and
a general line of antiques and collectibles no larger than 6 inches by 6
inches (to fit in that Holiday Stocking). There will be food for fortification as it could take the entire day to
see everything…
That joyful noise that you will
here near the Green in Bedford
Village on Saturday night December 15th is a free concert offered by

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills,
New York, with his wife Sarah, and
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and
Claire.

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Was It Really a Best Buy?
By JOHN F. McMULLEN
I am in a “mixed marriage.” My wife, Barbara, is a Windows user
while I am primarily

a Macintosh one – I have Windows
machines but use them only occasionally when there is a specific need (I also
use them at various schools when I’m lecturing). She, on the other hand, teaches
basic computer courses at another col-

lege where the curriculum is Windowsbased, making it a necessity for her to
stay current on new generations of that
arcane software.
Due to the divergence of our
technologic religious views, we tend to
make our main computer purchases at
different houses of worship. I shop at
Apple stores where the staff has the

Continued on page 5
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Was It Really a Best Buy?
Continued from page 4

a Toshiba laptop, running “Windows
XP;” an Asus Netbook, also an XP machine; and an Acer “Windows 7” laptop
(the first two computers were purchased at
Best Buy, the Acer at Office Max).
In retrospect, it seems that our
confidence should have been shaken
when, in the course of a year, all three
machines required service and only the
Toshiba returned better than it left -the Netbook came back RIP; the Acer
had to be sent back to the manufacturer, then returned for a two week period,
went back to Best Buy, and must now
go back to the manufacturer.
The necessity of sending the Acer
out again led Barbara to decide to buy
another computer both to replace the
Netbook and to bring her into the
Windows 8 world. She decided to go
to Best Buy before the Black Friday
craziness began and look at machines,
get prices, and then, at her leisure over
Thanksgiving, shop Amazon and Best
Buy online for the best prices, and buy
a system.
The best laid plans went awry
when we saw a powerful Toshiba laptop
“floor model” on sale at a very good price
and, after ascertaining that it would be

under the same warranty as one that
never came out of the box, bought it
and an ‘academic version” of Microsoft
Office. The saleslady who had showed
it to us had answered all our questions
to our satisfaction and the young man
who gathered all the pieces and the
software seemed very responsive. We
took the machine home and I began to
set it up and install the software.
Then the “fun” began!
To begin with, even though I began as a “command line” person with
“mainframes,” Apple IIs, Unix, and
MS-DOS systems and moved through
various iterations of Macintosh and
Windows Graphic User Interfaces, I
find Windows 8 counterintuitive and
annoying – it tries to provide a tabletlike touch screen interface on systems
like the Toshiba that do not have touch
screens. I’m sure that I will adapt but it
took longer than I expected to get the
installation process moving.
Then, when I finally went through
the really convoluted installation process which Microsoft requires for Office (“type in the 27 character ‘PIN” that
comes in the box so that we can give you a
25 character ‘Product Code’ that you must
type in to install the software” – how ugly
is that??), the system asked for an “Administrator Password” to update the

system.
“Gee, Barbara, did we get documentation with an Administrator
Password?”
“No, I didn’t think so” – so I typed
in “Administrator” …. “System” …
“Admin” ... and a few others, all with no
success.
So, I called the Geek Squad at the
store, just catching them before they
closed on Thanksgiving Eve, and spoke
to a nice young man named Keith. He
realized fairly rapidly that the salesfolk
had not “reset the system to factory
defaults” before letting us walk out the
store with it and explained that Best
Buy installs software on the floor models to insure that shoppers don’t foul up
the systems. He told me to try “trs80”
(a real throwback) as the password. I did
and I got past the “signin.” I thanked
him and asked him if there was anything I should know. He assured me
that I should be fine and we hung up.
Flush with confidence, I finished
the Office installation, installed Google
Chrome, and turned the machine over
to Barbara as battle ready. She set it
up to access her “DropBox” files (the
“Cloud-type” program that allows the user
to access files from any machine any place
where there is Web access) and we called
it a night, satisfied that we now had an-

other working computer.
Thanksgiving morning brought
back the thunderclouds when Barbara
found that everything we had installed
the night before had disappeared. Initially incredulous, I soon realized that
there must have been more to the Best
Buy software than Keith mentioned –
there was probably some type of cleansing program that, at some point in the
day (probably midnight) deletes all software from the floor models that Best
Buy hadn’t put there. After ascertaining
that Best Buy was not open on Thanksgiving day – it would re-open at 12AM
Black Friday morning – I was sure that
the problem would be resolved by the
Geek Squad telling me what to do and
all I would have to do would be to reinstall the software.
Things got more frantic when
Barbara found that, not only had the
Best Buy software deleted the DropBox link, the deletion had caused all of
her files (class presentations, Word & Excel documents, etc.) contained in DropBox to be deleted – irretrievable from
the other PCs and tablets both in our
home office and at school. Now it was a
major disaster!
After some initial hysteria, calmness prevailed and Barbara found that
DropBox has a “Restore Deleted Files”

the legend of the

FROZEN WOMAN
After a car accident left her with pain in her neck and back, her quality of life
suffered. She had fusion surgery in her lower back, and her back pain was
relieved – but her mobility was frozen. A couple of years later, when her neck
pain became unbearable, she learned she would need surgery again. But she
didn’t want to give up even more mobility. So she went to Phelps Memorial
Hospital Center. The cause of her neck pain was correctly diagnosed and she
had artificial disc replacement surgery – the most advanced procedure available
for relieving painful disc conditions while preserving mobility.

Find out if you’re a candidate for artificial disc replacement for your
neck or back condition. phelpshospital.org/spine • 1 888 888-2311
Get better. Here.

function. While it took a good bit of
time, the restore was successful and she
sent DropBox a letter of praise.
At 8AM on Black Friday, I called
the Geek Squad and spoke to a nice
young man who, once I explained the
problem, agreed that we should not
have been given the computer to take
away before it had been “restored to
factory settings.” He told me that I’d
have to bring it in and that I should
have it back in a day or two.
I told him that was totally unsatisfactory – we had purchased the computer to use it – and it was Best Buy’s
error that caused it to be inoperable.
He responded that there weren’t many
people in the store yet so, if I brought it
right over, the procedure could be started – but, if I waited too long, it would
get busy – “After all, it is Black Friday”
-- and there might be too many people
ahead of me. Once again, I said that
was unsatisfactory too – I would either
go right to the head of the line or return
the computer for full refund (I may also
have hinted that I’d camp in the parking
lot with a sign and hand out flyers). After
telling me that he couldn’t change the
“first come / first served” Best Buy Geek
Squad policy, there must have been a

Continued on page 6
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Was It Really a Best Buy?
Continued from page 5

policy change when I asked to speak to
a manager and he told me to come right
to him when I got there.
I brought the Toshiba in – they began the restore almost immediately and
it took 4 or 5 hours. One would think
that the salesfolk should have known
that they were selling a machine that
needed more than half a business day’s
work before the customer walked out
the door.
I brought the rejuvenated system
home and re-installed the software
without a hitch. So, all’s well that ends
well, right?
Not quite! Although I’ve been

working with computers long enough
to know that, no matter how competent
the user, we “do things to do them over”
(this is one of the most frustrating things for
users that are competent in other fields – they
aren’t used to doing things over), there are
some things that might be considered:
We got a good price on the Toshiba
laptop. Between the Black Friday sale
and the “floor model”discount, we probably saved about $300. Was it worth
it? If you had told me when we were
considering buying the machine that it
would require 48 hours of frustration,
annoyance, and arguing with store personnel, I probably would have passed on
the machine, buying the same model
(we liked it the best of the bunch) online –
we would have lost the floor model discount and a few days – but, then again,

I wouldn’t have gotten a column out of
a fiasco.
Now we know that floor models are
tinkered with in stores – so we will know
better in the future.
It reinforced the old adage “the difference between a computer salesman and a
used car salesman is that the used car salesman knows when he is lying.”
Although Best Buy personnel
figured as the culprits in this story, it is
unfair to single it out from other mass
retailers. I have found incompetence in
all of the electronics chains (ever since I
did an uncover story for InfoWorld 30 years
ago, going into stores as an uninformed customer and receiving outlandish answers to
questions) and some of it is understandable. The stores sell music, televisions, refrigerators, etc. – computers are not their

only product. Additionally, they sell a
broad brush of computer products from
many manufacturers.
The exception to the rule is, as I
wrote earlier, the Apple stores that have
only computer-related products and
carry only one brand. Additionally, all of
the staff that I have ever met in Apple
stores exhibit a zeal, knowledge, and
brand commitment not found in the
other stores. The downside is, of course,
that many Apple products appear to cost
more than competitive systems (Note
that I wrote “appear” – but that’s a discussion for another time).
The bottom line is “Buyer Beware!”
– particularly in the Holiday season of
“Great Sales” (when the main drive is to
clear inventory).
PS – I wrote this column on a Ma-

cintosh. Just sayin’

Creative Disruption is a continuing series
examining the impact of constantly accelerating technology on the world around us.
These changes normally happen under our
personal radar until we find that the world
as we knew it is no more.
John F. McMullen has been involved in
technology for over 40 years and has written about it for major publications. He may
be found on Facebook and his current nontechnical writing, a novel, “The Inwood
Book” and “New & Collected Poems by
johnmac the bard” are available on Amazon. He is a professor at Purchase College
and has previously taught at Monroe College, Marist College, and the New School for
Social Research.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Tears Overcome the Cairo Festival
By SHERIF AWAD
The curtains fell down
last week on the 35th
edition of the Cairo International Film Festival
(November 27-December 6). The festival was held amid the
political turmoil that has consumed
Egypt. Specifically over the decrees
made by current Egyptian President
Morsi giving himself extreme power
and immunity from judicial oversight.
While some international filmmakers
surprisingly accepted the festival’s invitation to come and present their films, two
of many important elements and concerns were evident. First, no A-list stars
agreed to show up. In contrast, in 2010,
Richard Gere and Juliette Binoche were
given tribute. Second, watching films
while protesters were being attacked by
Muslim militias became an impossible
experience.
The festival was held in the Cairo
Opera House, only a few meters from
Tahrir Square, where protesters had
again gathered to oppose the new constitution, cooked up at the blink of an
eye to secure the reign of Morsi and
his Muslim Brotherhood over Egypt.

While the festival was taking place,
a march of millions of protesters had
moved from Tahrir Square until they
reached the Itihadia, the presidential
palace. Many protesters no longer ask
for Morsi to rescind his decrees or to
postpone the constitutional referendum
scheduled for December 15, instead,
they demanded Morsi go away, like his
predecessor Mubarak.
Many Egyptian independent filmmakers boycotted the festival despite the
insistence of the Ministry of Culture,
whose attempt to use them as pawns to
deceive the media, both local and international, was contrary to their sensibilities. Other filmmakers withdrew their
films after being selected and even excused themselves from the jury committee when it was learned the Ministry of
Culture had decided to print the rejected
draft constitution for distribution before
the scheduled referendum. The juxtaposition between the pretense of “festivity”
at the Cairo International Film Festival
and the rioting taking place across the
streets seemed to exemplify the schism
that divides a great nation in half.
The closing ceremony was limited to a press conference announcing

The inscription of the word “Leave”, demanded of President
Morsi, written in flames of fire on a street in Cairo.

Farag Fouda
the winners. The International Critics’
Prize was awarded to Venezuelan directors Luis Alejandro and Andrés Eduardo Rodríguez for the film Breach in
the Silence. The Tahrir Square Prize for
best film promoting human rights was
awarded to Polish director Wojciech
Smarzowski for Rose. In the Arab film
competition, Lebanese director Joe Bou
Eid was awarded a special mention for
Heels of War, along with the Palestinian
film When I Saw by Anne Marie Jacir.
The Naguib Mahfouz prize for the best
Arab film was awarded to the Moroccan

Ghariani as a cook in Ashraf Hamdy’s new Kaharabesh
Animation short

entry, The Miscreants.
At the closing hour, the attendees
could not stop cheering: “Egypt is for all
Egyptians. Long live Egypt.”
Removed from proximity to the
festival, artists with great awareness and
free conscience commented on the political situation through their creative
tools. Our friend, animator Ashraf
Hamdy, of Kaharabesh Animation, released a number of politically charged
animations on his YouTube channel.
One of the cartoons featured Dr. alGhariani, Chairman of the Egyptian
Constitution Drafting Committee, as a
character carrying an uncanny resemblance to Harland Sanders, founder of
Kentucky Fried Chicken. Ghariani, or
should it be “Ghirtucky”, was featured as
a cook trying to present a constitution to
the president, that were it a meal, would
be considered gourmet.
During the time of the many confrontations between Muslim Militia
and protesters, a graphic design of Farag
Foda was posted on Facebook with
some of his thoughts:
“They will scream against singing...
but people will sing
They will scream against music…
but people will listen
They will scream against acting…
but people will watch
They will scream against intellectuals… but people will read
They will scream and scream with
their loudspeakers… their bombs will
explode, their arms will fire, but they will
be victims of their doings and they will
pay for it when people hate them, reject
them and chase them down.”
Foda was a writer and activist who
had an expansive command of interpretation of Islamic ideologies by which he
challenged and exposed many preachers.
Foda was shot to death in 1992 by two
Islamic Fundamentalist as he departed

The Lebanese actress Madlyn Tabar on
opening night.

his office. One of the participants in
Foda’s murder, was freed in 2012 under Morsi’s government. He murderer
expresses no remorse or regret, claiming
he committed the murder under Sharia
Law.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film
/ video critic and curator. He is the film editor
of Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director for both
the Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt,
and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The
Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety,
in the United States, and is the film critic of
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.com/),
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the
Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://www.
almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) and
The Westchester Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.com).
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Cambria Suites are Moving to White Plains
By NANCY KING
Cambria Suites and
Choice Hotels held a
“sky-breaking” evening
on Wednesday, December 5, 2012, as part of
their three hotel ground breakings in
24 hours. The property, located at 250
Main Street is one of the first Cambria
Suites hotels to be part of a mixed-use,
urban design development. The hotel
will sit atop two stories of retail space
and a pedestrian promenade. The new
hotel will be situated right across from
City Hall and steps away from the City

Center.
Cambria Suites White Plains is
Choice Hotel’s first franchise partnership with hospitality company Meyer
Jabara Hotels. Meyer Jabara owns 26
hotels in 10 states including the tristate area. According to Bill Meyer,
Chairman of the Meyer Jabara chain,
he has been looking to partner with
Choice Hotels for some time and
the White Plains location seems like
a good fit. It will be the first time the
two partners will work on a mixeduse project. The 130-room hotel will
also be unique to the City of White
Plains. There will be an open lobby,

boasting a casual floor plan that will
incorporate informal dining and a sophisticated meeting areas. The second
floor will feature a Planet Fitness Gym,
an indoor pool and a Cambria Suites
fitness center. Even more exciting will
be the common work areas known as
“Pods” where business travelers will
be able to work in an informal setting
utilizing the hotel’s free WiFi or just
enjoy watching TV in a common area.
The Main Street corridor has been
sorely in need of a “destination” to better balance the economic development
that has heretofore been centered along
the Mamaroneck Avenue ribbon. The

FOOD

Ensuring a Safe Food Supply for Americans
By Tom Vilsack
Often during the holiday season, we take time
to reconnect with family and friends over a
meal. We’re able to do
so because hardworking folks in rural
America deliver the most abundant
and affordable food supply on earth.
It’s also the safest food supply - an
achievement made possible by a wide
range of skilled, dedicated people.
It all starts with our growers and
processors, who are always asking
how they can produce a safer product. They have the support of USDA
staff at more than 6,000 plants around
the country and at U.S. ports of entry.
These experts inspect a wide range of
food products before they’re sent to the
grocery store.
The Obama Administration has
worked hard to strengthen our food
safety efforts. Four years ago we created
the President’s Food Safety Working
Group - which has brought together
experts from across government and
industry to improve food safety.
Since then, we’ve expanded testing
of raw beef products to prevent dangerous pathogens from entering the food
supply; in fact, new enforcement mea-

sures to detect additional strains of E.
Coli began in March 2012.
USDA expects to prevent 25,000
more foodborne illnesses annually
thanks to tougher standards we set
for Salmonella and new standards for
Campylobacter that will reduce the occurrence of these pathogens in poultry.
We’ve invested tens of millions
of dollars on cutting-edge food safety
research. And we’re better coordinated than ever, thanks to a new Public
Health Information System. This system allows us to track emerging trends,
keeping us ahead of food safety threats
and allowing us to take proactive steps
to solve problems.
Finally, we are helping share information with consumers. Raw meat and
poultry now include nutrition labels so
Americans can make better-informed
choices at the grocery store. Through
our expanded “Ask Karen” web page,
folks have a chance to get advice directly from a food safety expert. Consumers can visit www.fsis.usda.gov to
use this tool and to learn more about
preventing foodborne illness.
By preventing food contamination, we can save businesses and
taxpayers from the costs of food
recalls. We can help maintain the

Before speaking to the police... call

good name of American agriculture
around the world. And most impor-

opening of the Cambria Suites during the summer of 2013, will not only
bring business travelers to this Main
Street locale, but foot traffic that engage
in shopping in the two levels of retail
space. At this time, the list of merchants
slated to occupy the first two levels of
the project is unavailable.
Mayor Thomas Roach welcomed
the new complex to the neighborhood. Former White Plains’ Mayors
Joe Delfino and Adam Bradley were
also instrumental in bringing developer
A. J . Rotende and Cambria Suites to
the city. Both former mayors had a vision for transforming Main Street into
a viable pedestrian and retail mecca
stretching from the White Plains Railroad Station to North Broadway. With

the Cambria Suites complex nearing
completion, the City of White Plains
can now turn its attention toward the
lower end of Main Street that would
extend from the rail station to the Galleria Mall.
The Cambria Suites sky-breaking
is a testament to the financial health
of the City of White Plains. Despite a
prolonged and painful recession, White
Plains has continued to be a shopping and dining destination. The fact
that Cambria Suites and M&T Bank,
which provided funding for this project,
have continued to support the growth
of White Plains.

tant of all, we can keep families safe
from foodborne illnesses.
This holiday season, I encourage
Americans to stay informed about food
safety as they enjoy time with family
and friends. I also hope everyone will

join me in thanking the farmers who
grow our food, and the dedicated Federal employees who help keep it safe.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative reporter; a resident of White Plains, New York.

Tom Vilsack is U.S. Agriculture Department.

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services
Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers
Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recycling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor
Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched
Fully Insured - Free Estimates
On Site Document Destruction
Same Day Roll Off Service
If You Call By Noon

George Weinbaum

www.citycarting.net

FREE CONSULTATION:

City Carting of Westchester • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting • AAA Paper Recycling • Bria Carting • CRP Sanitation

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions.

T. 914.948.0044
F. 914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

800.872.7405 • 8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT • 203.324.4090
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GARDENERS’ QUESTIONS

Extend the Life of Your Holiday Indoor Décor and Reduce Stress this Holiday Season
By MELINDA MYERS
The holidays can be a
wonderful, yet stressful
time. Reduce stress and
enhance your families’
enjoyment this season
by increasing the benefits of holiday
décor and gifts and by taking a few
shortcuts to properly care for holiday
trees and plants.
1. Keep your Christmas tree looking its best by keeping the tree stand
filled with water. Make this a daily
chore for someone trying to stay on
Santa’s nice list.  Don’t worry if good
help is hard to find. Purchase or make
your own self-watering device. Use a
decorative tin or plastic bucket set in a
box and wrapped to hide its presence.
Fill it with water and run a piece of
plastic tubing from the bucket to the
tree stand. Weight each end of the tubing, so it stays at the bottom of the reservoir.Test before leaving town to make
sure it is in working order.

2. Add some holiday plants this
year. Many studies have shown that
indoor plants can boost mood levels, reduce fatigue and even lower
stress.  Plus, it’s easy to extend the life
of your holiday plants. Place them in a
cool bright location away from drafts of
hot or cold air. Water thoroughly and
often enough to keep the soil moist.
Pour off any excess water that collects
in the saucer, basket or foil wrap to prevent root rot.  Save time and improve
your plants growing conditions by placing pebbles in the base of the saucer
or foil to elevate the plants above the
excess water. As the water evaporates,
it increases the humidity around the
plants. Or purchase one of the saucer
inserts, like rubber grids, that work the
same way.
3. Use nature-inspired decorations
that provide enjoyment throughout
the holiday season and beyond. Colorful stems, white painted allium seed
heads and wooden stars can add beauty

throughout the holidays and much of
the year. Red wood wreaths are festive
enough for the holidays and timeless
enough to leave hanging on your wall
year round. Luminaries can be used to
light the entrance to your home or the

path to your outdoor living space during warmer months. Use a few roosting pocket bird houses to decorate trees
and greenery and then move them
outside for the birds. These decorations
can provide beauty and enjoyment way
beyond the holiday season and remove
some of the pressure to take down all
of the holiday decorations by a certain
date.
4. Spruce up indoor plants with a
few holiday flowers, spangles and lights.
Place a few cut flowers in floral picks
filled with water. Place these in one or
more of your houseplants for some seasonal color. Or add one of the miniature
poinsettias, kalanchoes or cyclamen to a
large planter. Simply sink the flowering
plant, pot and all, into your houseplant
container. Replace the small flowering plants as they fade or the seasons
change.
Add colorful stems, ribbons and
winter branch lights to your houseplants and planters for a bit of seasonal

sparkle. Branch lights are also a festive
way to light an entrance, bathroom, or
other out of the way space. Look for
lights with timers to extend the life of
the batteries and reduce your workload.
5. Increase value and extend enjoyment with gifts that give twice. A
tabletop spruce tree, perfect for any size
home can add greenery and fragrance
long past the holidays. And, once the
weather is suitable for planting, move
your tree into the garden. Or re-gift it
to a friend or relative looking to expand
their landscape.
Make this a holiday you can relax,
enjoy and remember throughout the
coming year.
For more gardening tips and information, visit www.melindamyers.com
Photos by and courtesy of Mark Avery.

Melinda Myers holds a master’s degree in
horticulture, is a certified arborist, a TV/
radio host, author and columnist.

Chronicles of Croton’s Bohemia:

Eliena Krylenko: ‘When She Smiles, Everybody Smiles’
By ROBERT SCOTT
Readers for whom the
name Eliena Krylenko
is not immediately recognizable may recall
that she was Mrs. Max
Eastman.Their romantic story began in
this fashion:
In 1922, abandoning his financially troubled magazine, The Liberator,
Max left Croton to explore the changes
wrought in Russia by the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Instead of going
directly to the Soviet Union, he headed
first to an international conference in
Genoa, Italy.
It was a fateful detour. In Italy, he
would meet the woman who would
become his second wife and return to
the U.S. with him.
On a second-floor balcony of the
luxurious old Imperial Palace Hotel in
nearby Santa Margherita, he watched
American sculptor Jo Davidson work
on a bust of Russian diplomat Maxim
Litvinov. From a window on the floor
above, four giggling secretaries peered
down at the handsome American.
When Eastman looked up, the
heads disappeared. A red rose came
tumbling down from the window. He
picked it up.

That evening as he was standing
in his hotel lobby, Max saw one of the
secretaries come downstairs “with a
skipping step, her hand sliding lightly
along the banister. She was not exactly
pretty, but looked so jolly, with her short
nose, twinkling gray eyes and tiny front
teeth, that I watched her with a feeling
of reminiscent mirth.”
She was introduced as “Miss
Krylenko.” Eastman knew that Nikolai
Krylenko was the first commanderin-chief of the Red Army, Minister
of Justice and chief Soviet prosecutor.
Nikolai, she admitted, was her brother.
Ironically, sixteen years later, after
ruthlessly prosecuting staged trials in
Moscow, Nicolai Krylenko and his
entire family, including Eliena’s three
sisters, another brother, an aunt, a cousin and five or six nieces and nephews
would disappear in Stalin’s vengeful
purges.
Pointing to the rose he was wearing in his buttonhole, Eastman asked,
“Was it you who threw it to me?”
“Oh, no!” she replied. Seeing the effect of her dismissive remark, she added
with a laugh, “It was my idea, though.”

To Russia

After traveling through France and
Germany, it took Max four months to

reach Moscow. He quickly looked up
Eliena Krylenko at the Commissariat
of Foreign Affairs and discovered that
she was also a skilled cook, painter and
poet. Entranced by Eliena’s free spirit,
playfulness, vivacity, and muscular yet
lithe and agile body, their relationship
soon blossomed into a traditional Max
Eastman love affair in which each partner could take other lovers.
Recognizing Max’s penchant
for romantic attachments with other
women, Eliena, told him: “You can tell
me about all the other girls you have
loved, and those you may love in the
future--or not tell me, just as you wish.
I won’t be jealous in either case. I don’t
want to possess you. All my love asks is
to see you happy.”
Max soon became fluent in Russian and arranged with Leon Trotsky to
translate his monumental History of the
Russian Revolution into English. After
Lenin’s death early in 1924, a ruthless
Josef Stalin took power. With Trotsky’s
influence in decline, Eastman decided
to leave Russia and take Eliena with
him.
Arranging for the trip was not easy.
Max was regarded as a dangerous radical at home and by most of the countries in Europe. In addition, his U.S.
passport had expired. Litvinov solved

Eliena Krylenko 1928
these problems by appointing Eastman
to the staff of a Soviet delegation heading for London that summer.
Soviet passports were not valid
in the West, so Eliena could not accompany him unless he married her.
Moreover, the secret police refused to
allow her to leave unless she agreed to
work for them abroad. She steadfastly
refused. Litvinov advised her to be

practical and sign the agreement--and
then to forget about it once she was out
of the country.
It was a curious wedding. Afraid
they would miss their train, Eliena went
home to pack their bags, while a solitary
Max was married in a little dingy registry office with two hastily summoned

Continued on page 9

THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2012

Page 9

Chronicles of Croton’s Bohemia:

Eliena Krylenko: ‘When She Smiles, Everybody Smiles’
Continued from page 8

witnesses. He was 41 and she was 30.
Despite its inauspicious beginnings, the
marriage would last a lifetime.
After spending three years in
France, Max and Eliena returned to
the United States in the spring of 1927
aboard the French liner De Grasse. On
arrival in New York harbor, the passengers assembled in the ship’s dining salon, with American citizens in one line
and aliens in another. Standing at the
end of a long line, Eliena waited while
customs officers sought the proper
forms.

Max later recounted how the chief
customs officer, a great big man, seeing
her standing there looking like a small
child on the verge of tears, walked up
to her. Putting a protective arm around
her shoulders, he said, “You can come
in, little lady. Just step along. We’ll fill
out the papers when they come.”
Max wrote, “I was proud of my
country, I must say, and Eliena fell in
love with the United States for good
and all.”

America Again

Back home, Eastman found that
he had been ostracized by party decree.

There would be no fraternizing with
Trotskyites. “My old friend and coeditor, Bob Minor, now a neighbor in
Croton just across the road, would pass
me in the morning with his eyes on
the treetops. Once when we met faceto-face in Floyd Dell’s living room, he
bowed ironically low, and neither spoke
nor extended a hand.”
Rejected by most liberals who accepted the Stalin-dictated Communist
Party line, Eastman was forced to support himself on the lecture circuit, and
by writing magazine articles and books.
In the summer of 1929, the Eastmans were introduced to the delights of
Martha’s Vineyard by the Robinsons,
Boardman and Sally, their next-door

neighbors in Croton. At the rural west
end of the island, a summer colony of
artists and writers had bought an old
farm and used its barn for dining and
partying. The farmhouse, woodshed
and chicken house served as sleeping
quarters for the group.
Max and Eliena eventually rented
a converted sheep barn even farther
west, near the promontory called Gay
Head, to which they returned annually. In 1941, they bought land nearby
on which they built a house overlooking the sea, and gave up their house in
Croton.
Most photographs of Eliena do
not do her justice. According to Eastman biographer William L. O’Neill,

“Max did have one splendid photograph of her, a huge picture that hung
over his desk both in Croton and Gay
Head, showing Eliena running naked
out of the surf, beaded with water, shot
with sun, her dancer’s body taut as a
bowstring.”
It was Eliena’s remarkably bright
and cheery personality that touched
everyone she met. In France in 1926,
novelist F Scott Fitzgerald summed it
up with his observation, “When she
smiles, everybody smiles. When she
comes into a room, the room is lighted.”

cause us to forget how fragile, tenuous
and therefore precious life is. We then
easily overlook how much we truly need
the ongoing flow of Divine energy that
vitalizes us at every moment, and the ultimate purpose for which G-d bestows
us with that constant flow of life.
When we have to struggle for physical or spiritual existence, we constantly
need to remind ourselves of the reason
we work so hard to preserve it. We need
to constantly ask ourselves, “Why am I
struggling so much for this life? What
is its value and purpose?” But under
less challenging circumstances, we ask
ourselves this question of core purpose
a lot less often. Ironically, when we are
not threatened, and we can express our

Judaism freely, we often fail to evoke that
intense commitment.
Chanukah challenges us to look
within ourselves and find heroism and
determination. Not the overt, raw, physical courage needed to overcome oppression and religious coercion as in the past,
but more subtle though no less intense
expressions of spiritual courage:
We find the willingness to overcome taking life for granted.
We find the moral strength to defy
the self-indulgent, complacent nature of

our secure existence.
We demand of ourselves that we
rebel against static self-satisfaction.
We insist on extracting meaning,
purpose and holiness out of every moment of life that G-d blesses us with.
May all of us and our families have
our lives illuminated by this Chanukah.
Mendy Hurwitz is the rabbi to the
Chabad of Yonkers Congregation, located at 600 North Broadway, Yonkers,
NY 10701. Learn more at www.JewishYonkers.com.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and local historian. He lives in
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

HOUSES OF WORSHIP—B”H

Chanukah
By Rabbi MENDY HURWITZ

There is something special about Chanukah: the core dynamics of this holiday
have been repeated time and time again
throughout Jewish history.
Chanukah primarily marks the
willingness of Jews to put their lives on
the line for the sake of preserving their
Jewishness, that is, to remain loyal to the
Torah G-d has given us as the blueprint
of our mission in life.
The military victory came and went,
and was incomplete at any rate, within
a short generation or two the fledgling
Maccabee-ruled state had already lost its
independence, coming under the hegemony of the Romans.
What Chanukah celebrates most
of all is that we did not allow anyone to
dictate our relationship to G-d. We are
prepared to give up everything for this
cause, even our physical lives.
Indeed, throughout the ages Jews
have succeeded in maintaining their beliefs against numerous attempts to forcibly change them, often at great cost to
themselves.
But is Chanukah still relevant today? For the first time in our recent history (i.e., the last 2000 years or so), the
vast majority of Jews live in countries
where they can practice their Judaism
freely and without oppression.
Is the lesson of Chanukah no longer necessary? Do we no longer have
a need to live its story and reinforce its
message?
The truth is, in our present state we
need Chanukah more than ever.
Chanukah continues to inspire us
to persevere and overcome great obstacles to living our Judaism. The locus
of this struggle has merely shifted from
external challenges posed by human enemies to the internal challenges evoked

by our own human natures.
We need to overcome the indolence
and apathy bred of security from harm
and effortless access to all the necessities
of life. These are good things, but they

Whitney Ann’s Essentials
Accessorize your look!
Our Fall Collection
has arrived....

Stop by and visit our
petite boutique
on Main St., in Yonkers.
We have the
perfect accessory
to complement
your look.
Belts • Boots • Gloves
Handbags • Hats • Jewelry
Shoes • Scarves

Give The Gift That
Always Gets Rave Reviews
Gift Certiﬁcates to the
Westchester Broadway Theatre

PURCHASE ON-LINE www.BroadwayTheatre.com
AT OUR BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222
VISIT OUR HOLIDAY BOOTHS OPEN THRU CHRISTMAS EVE

DANBURY FAIR MALL • POUGHKEEPSIE GALLERIA
PALISADES CENTER • JEFFERSON VALLEY MALL

See A Show For Free!

GIVE A GIFT GET A GIFT
For each Gift Certiﬁcate For Two you purchase by Christmas Eve,
you will receive One Free Voucher valued at up to $80!

COMPLETE DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE ON-LINE
Voucher is valid for our 2013 mainstage shows. Not valid during December 2013. Restrictions apply.

A Delightful Holiday Treat
Perfect for the Entire Family!

On Stage Thru Dec. 31
BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222

GROUP SALES (914) 592-2225

914.226.8249
37 MAIN ST. YONKERS

LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730
The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales ﬁnal. No cash or credit card refunds.
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JOB SEARCH

Tips for Job-Seeking College Seniors
By Laurie Samay
Having earned my
undergraduate degree
from a business school,
I was shocked to learn
how little other students in my graduating class knew
about the job search.
The little things that I had learned
in class and from experience – what to
wear to a career fair, how to write a cover letter, and other skills – had eluded
them for the past three years. If you are
a college senior just now starting your
job search, or even beginning to think
about starting your job search, it is important to get the basics down first.

The Basics
Resumes

Your resume should be accurate,
professional and to the point. Despite a
common misconception, you can write
it in bullet-point form. In fact, bullet
points may be better than full sentences, since they make your resume easier
for recruiters to read.
Regardless of form, the content of
your resume should be action-oriented.
In college, I learned about the STAR
method, in which each bullet point
outlines a Situation, a Task at hand,
an Action, and a Result, as opposed to
just detailing a particular job duty. I like
the STAR method because it helps you
highlight what you have accomplished.
Your resume should be no longer
than one page, so it is important to use
the space wisely. If you have internship and extracurricular experience
that spans more than one page, you
should remove out-of-date activities
and honors, such as those from your
high school years. If your resume still
exceeds one page, you should then
remove experiences and skills that are
not relevant to the position to which
you are applying. If you are applying

to a wide variety of jobs, I recommend
drafting multiple resumes, one for each
job description. This will allow you to
better highlight the skill set a particular job requires, which improves your
chances of landing an interview.

Cover Letters

Like your resume, your cover letter
should be professional and concise. It
should not regurgitate what you have
already said in your resume – namely,
your past job experience. Instead, you
should use your cover letter as an opportunity to brand yourself to the company. Your cover letter should illustrate
your values and passions and how those
values are compatible with those of the
company. It should also highlight your
soft skills and other relevant non-work
experience, and how those skills will
help you succeed in the position.
The same formatting principles
apply to your cover letter as to your
resume. Incorporating bullet points is
acceptable, although full sentences are
necessary. After all, you are writing a
letter. Your cover letter should also be
no more than one page, and every letter
should be tailored to the position and
company in question. I advise against
copying and pasting from a previous
cover letter. Too many applicants make
the mistake of forgetting to change the
company name, which is a sure-fire
way not to get hired. Instead, I recommend that you pull up two documents
side by side and work from there.
You should address each cover letter to the recruiter if possible. If this information is not available and you have
exhausted all of your options to track it
down, you can address the letter as follows: “Dear Recruiter” or “To Whom
It May Concern.” However, the more
personal the letter, the more invested
a recruiter is likely to become in your
application.

Interviews

Contrary to popular belief, the
interview process does not begin when
you walk into the interviewer’s office;
it starts the minute you submit your
application. It is important to extensively research every company you
are interviewing at before you arrive.
What are its values, vision and ideals?
What is its mission statement or value
proposition? What is its current business environment like? Who are its
competitors? How does it differentiate
itself from them? What is its corporate
structure like (and what opportunities
or limitations does it present)? What

are its recent projects and corporate announcements? Are there any additional details available about the position to
which you are applying beyond what
was in the job listing? By answering
these and similar questions before your
interview, you improve your ability to
tailor your responses to the company
and job opening.
Though every interview is different, general rules of etiquette apply. Be
on time; dress appropriately; look your
interviewer in the eyes while speaking;
and thank him or her for meeting with
you when the interview is over.
Whether or not your interviewer
asks if you have any questions, it is
imperative to ask some at the conclusion of the interview. These questions
should either stem from the information that was communicated during
the interview or from your extensive
research beforehand. Too many candidates forgo this opportunity to not
only differentiate themselves, but also
demonstrate a genuine interest in the
company. However, be selective with
the questions you ask. You want your
questions to give additional insight
into your character, as well as the issues
that interest you as a candidate. If you
cannot think of any questions offhand,
you can always ask the interviewer
about his or her experience at the company, where he or she can see it going
in the next five years, and what internal
opportunities the company offers for a
candidate in your position. You should
also come prepared with some questions before the interview begins, and
ask any that your interviewer has not
already addressed by the time the interview wraps up.

Thank-You Letters

After every interview, it is important to send out a thank-you letter,
preferably handwritten. In the letter,
you should thank the interviewer for
his or her time and mention what you
enjoyed about the interview. Bringing
in details about what you discussed
shows your interest in the position and
your attentiveness during the interview.
Finally, briefly reiterate your interest in
and qualifications for the position and
include your contact information for
any follow-up.
These basics are invaluable. However, in my time at business school, I
learned much more. Through experience and observation, I gained priceless knowledge about the job search.
Here are my three main strategies for
getting a job.

Use Your Resources

I know too many seniors who
opted to hold off on job searching until after graduation. This is a mistake.
Only on campus do you truly have an
abundance of resources that will best
prepare you for your job search.
The first – and most obvious – of
these resources is your career center.
Not only can it guide you to the career
paths that may be appealing to you, but
it also provides networking, resumebuilding, and cover letter tips. Career
centers will often even review students’
job applications. You should check in
with your career center to see if it offers
this service, and definitely take advantage if it does. In addition, your career
center will almost certainly maintain a
large employer database. You can use it
to find job listings and gather research
on companies before interviews.
Your career center also probably
offers mock interviews. These practice
sessions can help you develop the skills
and confidence you will need to excel
in a real job interview. If they are offered, you should do at least one – if
not for the experience, then for the
feedback.
Finally, your career center probably
hosts information sessions with large
companies, organizes outings to various companies in major employment
hubs, and oversees on-campus career
fairs. All of these activities can help you
simultaneously research companies
and network with them. Be sure to
attend as many events that align with
your interests as you can.
Another resource available to you
on campus is your professors. They
want you to succeed in your career as
well as in their classes. Many of them
are more than willing to write letters
of recommendation should you need
them, and they can offer useful advice.
Professors in your field can help you
come up with insightful questions to
ask at the end of an interview.
While you may not yet have established a professional network in
your chosen field, your professors most
certainly have; they can often put you
in touch with respected professionals
in that industry. These professionals
can serve as either additional mentors
throughout your job search or as contacts who can help you find a job.
A job search should not be taken
lightly. It consumes a lot of time and
energy, and it requires a great deal of
attention and organization. Your senior-year classes may be keeping you
busy, but ideally you have polished
your work and study habits so you can
handle a job search too. These diligent
habits are prone to evaporate quickly

after graduation. Take advantage of
your current college mentality to get
the job you want today rather than
tomorrow.
Network, Network, Network
Networking is essential when job
hunting. The more contacts you make,
the more opportunities you will have
to land interviews at companies. Do
not just limit your networking to career fairs. Use your extensive alumni
network; reach out to graduates from
the organizations you have joined on
campus; and contact relatives and family friends in your chosen industry. You
never know who may prove helpful in
your job search. The most important
thing about networking is to stay in
touch with your contacts. Even if the
contact does not land you a job today,
he or she could open a door for you, or
someone you know, tomorrow.

Be Open to Compromise

My last piece of advice is to be
open to compromise. I know too many
college seniors who would not compromise, for example on their desired
location, and almost ended up unemployed because of it. Do not let this
happen to you. You need to accept the
fact that you may not get your ideal
job directly out of college. In fact, you
probably will not, because most college
seniors envision themselves in higher,
more managerial roles than their experience merits. If this describes you,
make a list of the job attributes you are
looking for (such as location, industry,
position and salary) and determine
which attributes you are willing to
forgo for the time being. This list will
help you broaden your job search if you
do not land your ideal job right away.
You may have to compromise on an attribute or two today, but whatever job
you do secure will only add skills and
experience to your resume, and those
may help you move toward your ideal
job in the future.
While you may not want to spend
your final year in college devoting your
time to a job search, bear in mind that
it is the most important extracurricular activity for your post-collegiate life.
Follow these tips and you will thank
yourself later, with an offer letter in
hand.
Laurie Samay is a Client Service Associate
and Investment Analyst; employed by Palisades Hudson Financial Group, which
provides personal financial and tax counseling to a sophisticated client base since
1986. That firm grew steadily and became
the Palisades Hudson organization, whose
headquarters are in Scarsdale, N.Y. The
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.
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LEGAL

A.G. Schneiderman on Supreme Court Decision to Hear a Challenge to “Defense of Marriage Act”
NEW YORK, NY -- The United
States Supreme Court has agreed
to hear a challenge to the “Defense
of Marriage Act” (DOMA) which
provides that same-sex marriages are
not recognized for purposes of federal law. Attorney General Eric T.
Schneiderman filed a brief in this case
with Vermont and Connecticut arguing that DOMA violates same-sex
couples’ right to equal protection under the U.S. Constitution, and should
be more closely scrutinized because it
constitutes a sweeping intrusion into
the States’ regulation of marriage. On

October 18th, the United States Court
of Appeals for the Second Circuit in
New York ruled that Section 3 of the
so-called “Defense of Marriage Act”
(DOMA) is unconstitutional because
it discriminates against married samesex couples.
The following statement is attributable to Attorney General Schneiderman:
“I am pleased that the Court has
decided to hear this case and I am
hopeful that we will prevail. The Second Circuit agreed with our argument
that the proposed justifications for

the Defense of Marriage Act should
be subjected to special scrutiny, both
because the statute burdens gay and
lesbian married couples, and because it
intrudes on the traditional role of states
in defining marriage. The State of New
York has long recognized out-of-state,
same-sex marriages, and the enactment
of the Marriage Equality Act further
cements our state’s position on this
critical civil rights issue. The Supreme
Court should affirm the ruling of the
Second Circuit and declare DOMA to
be unconstitutional.”

LEGAL

Young Couple Sue Village of Mamaroneck for Loss of Home
WHITE PLAINS, NY—December
4, 2012 -- David Witt and Kinuyo Gochaku Witt filed a lawsuit today in federal court in White Plains, New York,
against the Village of Mamaroneck, the
Village Planning Board and Building
Inspector Robert Melillo alleging that
they lost their flood-damaged home
after Village officials targeted them for
selective enforcement of local building

codes.
According to the federal complaint,
the Witts bought a modest single family home in the Village in April 2009.
In August 2011, three months after
the birth of their first child, the house
was severely damaged from flooding
caused by Hurricane Irene. While their
neighbors, and other Mamaroneck
homeowners, were allowed to complete

HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 8:30AM TO 6:30PM

repairs on their homes with little
or no red tape, the Witts allege
that the Village defendants’
intentional, negligent and deliberatively indifferent acts obstructed their efforts to repair
their flood damaged home so
that they could move back in with
their new baby and resume their lives.
David Witt says that filing the

2008 CROMPOND RD. , YORKTOWN HGTS. BACK ENTRANCE OF ROMA BLDG.

lawsuit was a last resort after
the couple made every effort
to play by the rules and save
their home. “Unfortunately,
the Village made it clear that
we were being punished for
doing the right thing and this
has resulted in the loss of our home
and us having to pick up the pieces of
our lives.” According to the Witt’s at-

torney, Debra S. Cohen of the law firm
of Newman Ferrara LLP, it appears
that the Village targeted the couple to
demonstrate to federal and state officials that it had corrected its lax enforcement of flood damage regulations
so that a moratorium on flood grants to
the Village would be lifted. “This young
couple did everything possible to play
by the rules, and unfortunately Village
officials made them sacrificial lambs to
their own political interests.”
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CURRENT COMMENTARY

A Misguided Response To Press Abuses
By LARRY M. ELKIN
British
newspaper
readers looking to fill
the gap left by The
News of the World’s
closure last year now
have something new
to occupy their reading time: the nearly
2,000-page Leveson Inquiry report on
the state of the British press that was
released last week.
It’s a good thing the report is so
thick, because if its recommendations
are adopted, British readers will have
less access to quality reporting for a
long time to come.
The report on the culture and ethics of the British press was the capstone
of a lengthy inquiry headed by Lord
Justice Sir Brian Leveson. It examines
the circumstances surrounding the
phone hacking scandal that brought
down The News of the World and offers
recommendations for avoiding future
press misconduct.
The most significant of these recommendations is that a new regulatory
body should be created to oversee the
press, enforce codes of conduct and,

when it deems necessary, levy fines
of up to $1.6 million. Among other
things, the regulatory body would address “standards of accuracy, and the
need to avoid misrepresentation,” according to Leveson’s executive summary of the report.
Leveson stresses that this new
regulatory body should have “demonstrable independence from both political and commercial interests.” However,
he also argues that it should be backed
by law. According to Leveson, the government would not set up the agency,
but would “validate its standards code
and the arbitral system” it would establish. The body itself, Leveson suggests,
would primarily consist of “former editors and senior or academic journalists.”
While participation in the regulatory
scheme would be nominally voluntary,
non-subscribing news outlets would
be unable to take advantage of “incentives,” including substantial differences
in legal treatment.
One of the “services” Leveson suggests the body should offer is a “purely
voluntary pre-publication advice service to editors who want support on
how the public interest might be inter-

preted in a specific case before a decision is reached on publication.”
In other words, a governmentbacked board should be set up and
given the power to fine newspapers for
their content, and newspapers should
be encouraged to submit articles to the
board in advance to avoid reprisal.
I rarely find myself in agreement
with editorial writers at The New York
Times, but a recent opinion piece in
that paper neatly summarized the case
I would make against this proposed
“independent” regulatory body.
The proposal rests on an image of
the British press running wild and in
need of restraint. As The Times pointed
out, this is not the case. In fact, Britain
already has many more laws restricting
the press than the United States does.
Britain’s Official Secrets Act – which
would never pass American constitutional muster – allows the Attorney
General to stop publication of anything
deemed to be sensitive information.
Moreover, the country’s libel laws make
no distinction between public and private figures, making it possible for a
public figure to sue a news outlet that
gets a story wrong, even when the er-

ror is unintentional. This contrasts with
U.S. standards that permit libel suits by
public figures only if false claims are
made with “actual malice,” defined as
either the knowledge that a story is false
or reckless disregard of its truthfulness.
The scandals that triggered the
Leveson inquiry may, to some extent,
have been the result of overregulation
rather than its opposite. The underlying
problem was that reporters went too
far in pursuit of stories by intercepting
private communications, bribing officials and harassing reluctant subjects,
including celebrities. In the most egregious case, employees of The News of
the World hacked into the voice mail
account of a missing teenager, listening
in on messages left by worried relatives.
Of course, these actions were unjustified and unjustifiable. They were
also illegal. But it is easy to see how, in a
country where being wrong means being sued, some news outlets would do
everything in their power to get their
stories right, even when that meant
turning to ethically and legally foul
methods.
The way to stop journalists from
committing illegal acts is enforcing
the laws that already forbid those acts,
not by creating new regulatory bodies
to monitor “the press” as a class. As I

politicians who are sworn to uphold the
Constitution and who have pretended
that honor and love of country actually
mean something.”
Did the media conspiracy include
Fox News, the New York Post, and the
rest of the Murdoch empire or legitimate media outlets, such as the New
York Daily News which endorsed
Romney? Did Romney’s loss have anything to do with the fact that he ran a
terrible campaign, constantly putting
his foot in his mouth? – or was it all the
vast media conspiracy’s fault?
From Beierle’s comments in the
October 2nd issue:
I realize that it’s kind of rough for
backwards camel-humping radical terrorist Islamic Muslim fundamentalists.
No one in the US, particularly after 9/11 had any love for terrorists but
“camel-humping”?
I was incensed by these remarks
and decided to find out who this Robert Beierle actually is. A Google search
revealed that Our Town is distributed,
at least, in various communities through
New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania with the same editorial and jokes
and local advertising. The same search
revealed sites that have sprung up in
protest about both Beierle’s editorials

and the content of the jokes contained
in the publication. Some of the sited
follow:
The Hall Institute of Public Policy
editorial by Dr. Martin P. Riccards, entitled “Printing Hate Columns” (http://
hallnj.org/topics/39-arts-leisure-culture-and-entertainment/854-printing-hate-columns) -- Riccards quotes
Beierle writing in a column attacking
the plans for the so-called ‘Ground
Zero Mosque,” “Don’t know about you,
but I have just about had it. I am so sick
and tired of listening to the government,
to radical Muslims, to whacko environmentalists, extremists in the gay community, to illegal immigrants, to all of
them…and all those like-minded people
who are constantly screaming at us…and
by ‘us” ‘I mean citizens…legal citizens…
of the United States of America.…” As
for the mayor “So all I to say is …hey
Bloomberg, you are a butthole!” He
wants to give all those who want us to
be tolerating “a swift kick in the ass…
derriere….”
“Not in Our Town” – a counterpoint blog to Our Town (http://notourtown.blogspot.com/2011/09/
our-town-not-my-town.html) –
The author states, early in the blog,
“Your slanders against our public of-

have written before, in an age in which
anyone with a computer can become
his or her own news agency, it makes
no sense to attempt to single out journalists for either special protection or
special control. We all have the same
claim to speak and write freely, and we
have the same obligations to act within
the confines of the law when trying to
gather information.
Leveson is right that the British
press is afflicted by systemic problems.
He is wrong in thinking that his country’s press needs less freedom, not more.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided personal financial and tax counseling to a sophisticated client base since
1986. After six years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager for
personal financial planning and family
wealth planning, he founded his own firm
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992.
That firm grew steadily and became the
Palisades Hudson organization, which
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

MEDIA

“Our Town”? Whose Town?
By JOHN F. McMULLEN
For the last two months
or so, I’ve picked up a
free twenty-page publication, “Our Town,” at
my local Yorktown deli.
I call it a “publication” because it is neither a newspaper nor a magazine and
certainly could not be called a newsletter. It has the dimensions of a church
bulletin but is much thicker – its message, as little as it is, is not one that you
would find in most churches.
Our Town contains a front twopage editorial by Robert Beierle and the
remainder is filled with advertising and
the types of jokes that one might find in
a Reader’s Digest or, in some cases, on

the stage of a smutty burlesque house.
Beierle’s editorial in the November
16th, 2012 issue contains the following:
“I look at the last election and
wonder how I can give thanks. We have
just witnessed the unprecedented and
never seen before in modern times the
collaboration between a political party
and ninety-nine percent of the news
media through lies, deception, and misinformation to get a candidate elected.”
“The news media deliberately held
back on reporting how our government, led by Obama, turns it on the
Americans in Libya, ignoring their
cries for help. And the result? Obama
gets rewarded by being re-elected. The
news media pats itself on the back and
the parents and
loved ones of those
brave men who
died are left with
lies and deception.”
“We
have
been betrayed by
the media that is
supposed to report
the truth and by

ficials, your whining and complaining
about how difficult it is to be a white
man in America, your claims that
Christians are so persecuted in the US.
I’ve bitten my tongue, because, really,
if I respond to your awful claims, it legitimizes them, it lets you know that
someone is actually reading your atrocious words. But I cannot, I will not,
sit by as you co-opt the tragedy that was
9/11 and try to make it into yet another
tale of how oppressed you are as a white
Christian American. I will not.”
American Humanity article
“Our Town Jersey Tasteless Jokes “
(http://americanhumanity.wordpress.com/2007/10/12/our-townjersey-tastless-jokes/) -- a review of
off-color jokes in the “family publication.”
Blogs about Bob Beierle – an
index of WordPress Blogs about the
publication
(http://en.wordpress.
com/tag/bob-beierle/).
I could go on and on with links,
mostly negative, about the publication
but that would be repetitious. One reason for the number of web sites set up
to take issue with Beierle’s comments
could be that there is now provision
for “Letters To The Editor” in the Our
Continued on page 13
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“Our Town”? Whose Town?
Continued from page 12
Town publication. Beierle also not only
copyrights his column (a normal procedure) but asks for permission before
quoting any part of his writings. If I

were he, I wouldn’t want anyone quoting any of my writing either – his advertisers might find out what they are
supporting.
Some of the bloggers doubted that
the advertisers actually read the publication. After going through Our Town,
I subscribe to that line of thinking as I

can’t believe that, had owners read Beierle’s editorials, DeCicco Family Markets; The Veterans of Foreign Wars;
Picasso’s Restaurant & Pizzeria;
Kobacker’s Market; Robert M. Nachamie, Attorney; Putnam County
Children’s Committee; and others
would be sponsoring Beierle’s rants.

I am not, in any way, advocating
censorship. Beierle certainly has the
right to publish anything he wishes
– but there should be a spotlight on his
writing so the advertisers are forced to
either stand behind his writing or walk
away.

John F. McMullen is the author of a novel,
“The Inwood Book”, and “New & Collected Poems by johnmac the bard”. Both
are available on Amazon. He is a professor at Purchase College and has previously
taught at Monroe College, Marist College,
and the New School for Social Research.

MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

“Killing Them
Softly” (-)
This film isn’t terrible, but it is a disappointment in that it is no different than
any other “B” crime movie.The fact that
Brad Pitt stars in it undoubtedly made
it easier to finance the picture, but he
doesn’t contribute much and his acting
is undistinguished.
The plot involves a mob-run card
game operated by Markie (Ray Liotta).
Two minor criminals, Frankie (Scoot
McNairy), and Russell (Ben Men-

delsohn), hold up the players taking not
only the table money but their wallets
and jewelry as well. Johnny (Vincent
Curatola) is the brains who masterminded the robbery.
The players at the table make it
clear by their facial expressions that the
perpetrators will pay for the indignity.
They ask Jackie (Brad Pitt) to solve the
problem by whatever means necessary.
Jackie attempts to hire Mickey (James
Gandolfini of “The Sopranos” fame)
to murder the perps, but in the end he
has to carry them out himself. (The title
of the movie refers to killing someone

without a hassle.)
The cast and storyline are not bad
but, unfortunately, they only add up to
a “B” movie.
Henry Stern said:
The gangster movie has a familiar place in the American film canon.
From Billy the Kid to the present day,
glamorous criminals have attracted attention.They appeal to a certain instinct
in moviegoers to sympathize with the
underdog, even when we know he is
not a good guy.
In “Killing Them Softly” it is none
other than Brad Pitt who is the antihe-

ro. He plays a relatively small time hood
in a grungy neighborhood cut into longitudinal pieces. If Pitt’s face was not so
familiar and his personal (smart, brave,
good looking, good, articulate but reserved), so well known to the American
public, there would be no point to the
movie, because no one would care what
happened to him or his low-life fat and
ugly buddies, who are clearly expendable and, in fact, are expended.
The movie has artistic pretensions,
and the scenes show many examples of
the filmmaker’s craft. It is not cheap or
tawdry. The problem is its implausibil-

ity and its frequent jumps in time and
place. You never can be sure whether
a character will be dead or alive in the
next frame.
Continued on page 14

Guaranteed the Most Comfortable
Pillow You’ll Ever Own!

Hi, I’m Michael J. Lindell, Inventor, Manufacturer, and CEO of
MyPillow, Inc. Years ago, like you, I found myself extremely frustrated
with my pillow going flat. I’d wake up in the morning with soreness and
would toss and turn all night not knowing why. I tried many different
pillows on the market and none worked. So, I started to research
pillows and was adamant about creating the world’s healthiest, most
comfortable, and most durable pillow. MyPillow® uses our unique, patented medical fill
that stays cool, conforms to your exact individual needs regardless of sleep position, and
stays healthy for your full 10-Year Warranty. It is dust mite resistant, non-allergenic, and
you can wash and dry it as easily as your favorite blue jeans.

MyPillow® is not available in stores. • Snoring & Sleep Apnea

• Fibromyalgia & TMJ
I have sold hundreds of thousands of
• Restless Leg Syndrome
pillows and have received thousands
• Migraines/Headaches
of testimonials (refer to mypillow.com)
• Neck & Back Pain
regarding how MyPillow® has changed
• Asthma/Allergies
lives and helped relieved disorders such as: • Anxiety & Insomnia
Many people search for a pillow that will help them sleep comfortably. At night, you may
be robbing yourself of highly beneficial REM sleep. Even if you’re asleep for a full night,
if your vertebrae are not fully supported, you may not be getting any quality, healing sleep.
I’m so confident MyPillow® will help you that I’m offering an unprecedented 60-Day
Money-Back Guarantee in addition to the 10-Year Warranty! As a member of the Better Business Bureau, we have an “A+” rating. MyPillow® holds U.S. Patent #7461424.
We do all of our own manufacturing, and all materials are 100% made in the U.S.A. I
truly believe MyPillow® is the best pillow in the world. God Bless!

BUY NOW! Receive 25% off with promo code “Sleep2”

Buy 2/3 and get $5 off per pillow - Buy 4 and get $10 off per pillow

www.MyPillow.com or 855-974-5569
Offer ends 12/31/12

Facebook.com/mypillow

@MikeMyPillow

THE ROMA BUILDING

2022 Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY

Office & Store Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown Location

Office Space 965 sq ft.: Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft- $3100/mo.
Store in back: 1300 sq ft. $2650/mo.

914.632.1230
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ED KOCH Movie Reviews
“Anna Karenina” (-)

Leo Tolstoy’s tale of “Anna Karenina”
and the Russian upper class is perhaps
as well known as “Romeo and Juliet.”
The story has been filmed many times,
one of the best being the 1935 movie
starring Greta Garbo.
The director of this current version,
Joe Wright, and the writer, Tom Stoppard, turned the film into a surreal drama with all the scenes taking place on
a theater stage. They may have thought
it would distinguish their version from
the many that preceded it, but in my
opinion, they ruined the movie.

For anyone unfamiliar with the
story, I’ll state a few facts. Anna (Keira
Knightley) is married to Karenin (Jude
Law). Law plays the role so subtly that
he makes no impact. Anna falls in love
with a military officer, Vronsky (Aaron
Taylor-Johnson), and becomes his mistress. When Karenin learns of Anna’s
affair, he tells her to be more discreet.
Not content to be someone’s mistress,
Anna asks for a divorce. Vronsky reminds her that according to Russian
law the guilty party in a divorce cannot
remarry. She leaves him and their children anyway to be with Vronsky. The
last scene at the rail yard is well known,

but I won’t reveal it in this review and
ruin the ending for anyone unfamiliar
with the story.
Overall the performances are fine,
but having it all played out on a stage
destroyed for me a bonding with the
characters. This story is so good it will
be told again and again. You should
skip seeing this movie and wait for the
next version.
Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn
more: http://www.mayorkoch.com/. The
Honorable Edward Irving Koch served
as a member of Congress from New York
State from 1969 through 1977, and New
York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978
to 1989.

MUSIC

THE SOUNDS A Grab Bag of 4 New Bluesy
OFBLUE Christmas Stocking Stuffers
By Bob Putignano

Season to be Lovin’ You” has a bluesy
vamp that also works well for Bonds’
vocals and that un-credited sax player
and the ballad “Baby, Baby It’s Christmas,” which ends this collection on a
gentle and heartfelt note.

Sandy Atkinson
Christmas Songs,
Tales and Fables www.
SandyAtkinson.net
Sandy Atkinson’s vocals takes a bit
getting used to; that being said she’s
has assembled a varied and somewhat
entertaining collection of Christmas
tunes. Sandy wrote and/or co-authored
eight of the ten tunes here. She also
covers “Blue Christmas” and adds her
own words to the music of “Silent
Night” on “A Soldier’s Daughter Never
Cries,” which is incredibly moving and
predictably sad. Of note, Bob Margolin
makes a singular appearance on “Baby,
Come Home For Christmas.” My favorites are the hip “Christmas In My
Building” which vamps and raps like an
early Tom Waits tune (think “Emotional Weather Report” from Waits’
very fine Nighthawks at the Diner, but
without the raspy vocal) and Atkinson’s
“New Santa Claus,” a jazzy and happy
track that also adds trombone and sax.

Gary U.S. Bonds
Christmas is On!
G.L.A. Records
Veteran Gary U.S. Bonds rocks
mightily starting with his guitarist
Paul Zunno’s title track, and a nicely
rearranged “Santa Claus is Coming
to Town.” The second line kicks on
Zunno’s “Christmas in Nu Awlins”
and it works pretty well with a gospel
vibe, too. There’s more Crescent City
bounce on “Christmas Is a Phone Call
Away” which adds a Boots Randolph
Yakety-like sax from an un-credited
saxophonist. “White Christmas” is
oddly rearranged with a doo-wop style
that didn’t work for me. From doo-wop
they take on reggae on “Santa Bring
My Baby Home to Me.” It’s not memorable. Bonds’ guitarist Mark Leimbach authored the high-speed rocking
“Why Don’t You Spend Christmas
With Me,” where Leimbach tears it up
as does the band. The final two tunes
are also written by Zunno, “Tis the

David Gogo Christmas
With the Blues Cordova
Bay

David Gogo looks so cozy on
the front cover in front of his woodburning stove having a cocktail with
his guitar by his side, but the cover is
(happily) deceptive as Gogo delivers
the Blues cheer, as the glee starts smarty
covering Canned Heat’s “Christmas
Blues” that slides down the chimney
with his strong vocals and biting guitar.
Gogo’s own “Christmas On the Bayou”
is hauntingly swampy in a Creedence
Clearwater Revival way and is pretty
humorous, too. And, oh yes, Gogo
dredges up Freddy King’s lost classic
“Christmas Tears,” giving it the firstclass and appropriate blues treatment,

adding horn ornaments for good measure too. Lets rev up with Gogo’s “Let’s
Get a Real Tree,” Gogo must be a fun
guy adding lyrics like “Don’t Be a Hippie, Let’s Get a Real Tree.” This baby
rocks hard throughout with sparkling
guitar notes from Gogo’s axe. Things
simmer down on Charles Brown’s
“Please Come Home for Christmas”
where Gogo nails the vocal and adds
tasty guitar work. And I also enjoyed
Phil Dwyer’s sax work trading off of
Gogo; very sweet and authentic here,
Charles Brown would have certainly
given this one his approval.
I’m not sure whether Leiber and
Stoller thought “Santa Claus Is Back
In Town” would have been roughed
up like this and given the blues brash
Gogo exudes here, but I did, and I liked
it! “Merry Christmas Baby” is not very
nice and definitely naughty, buy, hey
this is a blues Christmas record. The
horns return, Gogo’s vocals are deadon, his guitar sails, those horn ornaments return, and this is yet another
dynamite ho-ho-ho inclusion. “Merry
Christmas Baby” indeed! I was curious to see how Gogo would handle
“Little Drummer Boy” and he serves it
up instrumentally, not raucous, and it’s
reverent too, with some nice harp fills
from Shawn Hall. Let’s get funky with
Sir Mack Rice’s classic “Santa Claus
Wants Some Lovin” adds background
vocalists Tina Jones and Camille
Miller, and the horns are back. Gogo’s
vocals are obviously convincing about

his physical needs and, once again, he
rips it up with his nasty-nasty guitar
solos. Note: This David Gogo recording is easily the best blues Christmas
album of the year and one of the best
Christmas blues albums by a solo artist
in many years.

Santa’s Got Mogo 2: An
Electro-Fi Christmas
Blues Celebration ElectroFi Records
Electro-Fi Records follows up with
a second edition of Santa’s Got Mojo
and, like its predecessor; it’s another
welcomed Yuletide present. Highlights
include a very bawdy Shakura S’Aida
performing her own “Be My Santa
Claus,” which hints of Jeannie and
Jimmy Cheatham’s “Meet me with
Your Red Drawers On,” except Shakura wants Santa to leave his drawers on
when he does the deed. Shakura also
asks Santa to slide down her chimney
and wants him to do it right, she also
wants to ride in his sleigh, telling Santa
that he’ll be screaming “Ho ho ho” and
to please not forget his big, old bag of
toys. It’s all very risqué and hilarious as
a new Christmas classic is born! Other
standouts include two from Fathead;
“Let’s Have a Christmas Party” is soul-

Continued on page 15
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The Sounds of Blue
Continued from page 14
ful, but their “Santa’s Drunk” is a
funky hoot, reminiscent of something
James Brown would have done for
Christmas, telling us it’s tough times
as Mrs. Claus is now turning tricks
and how milk and cookies won’t cut

it anymore. Mr. Claus is seemingly an
alcoholic pawning his reindeer and
sleigh as Santa needs and wants to
be drunk. Break out that stash! Finis
Tasby utilizes the superb guitar talents of Enrico Crivellaro on Lowell Fulson’s “Lonesome Christmas,”
and Fruitland Jackson’s “Fat Santa”
is a riot. Also memorable is Johnny
Laws’ bluesy and soulful “Christmas

Comes Once a Year.” The late, great
Mel Brown and his Homewreckers cover the Charles Brown classic “Merry Christmas Baby” in fine
fashion as the bonus track that was
recorded in 1999 that closes with a
short and sweet “Jingle Bells” guitar part, and a personalized “Merry
Christmas Baby” from the sorely
missed Mel Brown.

Over the last few years Christmas blues albums seemed to be going extinct, but with these four you’d
be happy to find these under the tree.
Lets hope there will be many more
for Christmas 2013. Ho, ho, ho and
Merry Christmas to all, please spread
the Christmas cheer!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

READING

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Fifty-Eight – Love and Work
By BOB MARRONE
Sigmund
Freud
once said, “love and
work are the cornerstones of our
humanness.” The
fellow did not become famous for nothing. As I look
back on my life, thus far, and into
the future, it is clear how right he
was. And even as things like learning, athletics and the other joyful
interests underscore and add to the
richness of our humanity, they, like
planets, revolve about the twin Suns
of work and love. Even our children
and grandchildren, whose existence
engenders so much love, also compel
us to take up the hammer of work
and responsibility so as to raise them
for the next generation.
Love and work; work and love;
take your pick as to which to position first.
Starting with the love of our
parents, then siblings and friends,
we experience love and its occasional
deprivations early. As we grow and
become sexual creatures, love takes
on a new meaning, an additional
one, really, in which the two forces
of love and sex become intertwined
and often inseparable from one
another. Sometimes we use love to
get sex, and other times sex to get
love, frequently confusing the two.
The longing for a true love, indeed,
a partner to share our lives with is
universal.
My own hopes and drives in
this regard have motivated much of
my behavior, good and bad, and have
been both rewarded and trashed, as
my life unfolded. The poet, George
Elliot, captured best how I feel
about love in his work, Adam Deed:
“What greater thing than for two
human souls, than to feel that they
are joined for life; to strengthen each

other in all labor; to rest on each other in all sorrow; to minister to each
other in all pain; to be one with each
other in silent unspeakable memory
at the moment of the last parting.” I
believe in love.
For all the things in this world
that are unseen, though not the
product of physical phenomena
such as temperature or radiation, I
believe and embrace love. Whether
throwing candy gummy bears at my
growing daughter while we watched
a movie together on the couch, putting my granddaughter to sleep with
kisses, hugging my grandson with
loves unspeakable truth whenever
we see each other; or the sacred joy
and peace that comes from lying
down with those precious few with
whom I have tried to share my life,
I believe these moments to be the
gifts of my wonderful life.
It might be clear to many that
my relationships with women were
destined to be complicated, even
troubled; this is true. They have been,
though, loving, warm and without much combat. What they also
have been was marred by my fear of
commitment and being abandoned,
leading to a life of sometimes too
much work and my inability to truly
settle into domestic routines. And
as you have probably inferred from
earlier chapters, my love life has suffered from my failure to close the
deal with those I truly wanted. I will
deal with this further in the epilogue.
But as I have mentioned earlier, this
is a book about what depression is
like, not a tail of my love life. Nor do
I want to bring others into this who
have not signed up… if you will… to
be bit parts in someone else’s memoir. I have always disliked it when
others, whose lives if written about
would be no more or less interesting
than the subject, are subject to an author’s point of view.

I have managed, though, to
become a good, involved, and emotionally available father. This no
doubt the result of my commitment
not to repeat what occurred in my
own life. Indeed, as my daughter
grew through her early years and
into teenage life, I made it a point
never to place another child before
her, or to force her to live with or be
watched by grandparents or relatives, no matter how much Kathy
and I might have struggled. It is
also why Kathy will always have my
undying love and support for being
home for Christine. Being present is,
perhaps, the most underrated sign of
love, especially for children. Even if
things are not perfect, love marinates
and fills the soul of a child.
As for work, I was fortunate
enough when I was getting well to
do a job I loved. Teaching and understanding how people learned
came as natural to me. I think because I did not learn easy as a child
and was always so anxious, the corollary of helping others relax and
relate was just there. I don’t really
know, but it was. By the time I was
thirty-three years old, about when
this book ends (less the epilogue), I
had built and run one of the most
successful training schools on Wall
Street. It was no small thing that I
was driven by my responsibilities to
my family and my commitment to
succeeding.
I am often asked about the
good things that came out of my
illness. There were, of course, several
of which one is worth mentioning
here. I am engaged at this very moment in writing, obviously, and have
written here about how that all began. Eventually, I would make a nice
living, in part, because of my writing
skills. But there was a moment, in
my first job as a general executive,
when discovered a special skill. I

was the chief operating officer for
the division of Merrill Lynch then
in charge of its branch office and
regional operation centers. In that
role budgets, planning and other
none-line functions reported to me.
One day, my boss… who was not a
detail guy… came into my office and
said his boss needed a paragraph of
budget analysis on every unit reporting to us, and it had to be ready in
20 minutes. We had nineteen units,
including fourteen major operations
centers around the country. He admitted that he forgot to tell me the
day before.
It was the early days of word
processing and we did not yet have
email. What I did have was an oldfashioned speed dialer and a secretary who took dictation. I said I
would do my best. The dialer was in
alphabetical order and I started with
Atlanta. The COO there gave me
his explanation and I turned to my
secretary. What happened next was
and remains the most startling self
revelation of my life. The words just
flowed out of my mouth as if they
had been there all along. They came
out with punctuation. It was strange
and exciting at the same time. We
did Boston, next, then Dallas and
Detroit and so on. I got them all
done, typed and run upstairs on
time.
Evidently, those years of forced
concentration and writing the way
I spoke to get through my classes
had inculcated and developed this
hybrid skill of easily speaking the
way I wrote, and writing the way
I spoke…quickly. I became the go
to guy on quick turn-arounds, just
about everywhere. What was more,
a speechwriter was born.
Bob Marrone is a freelance writer for
The Westchester Guardian and a radio
talk show host.
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“The Challenge”

New Rochelle H.S. to Face Alexander Hamilton H.S.
BETHPAGE, NY -- The new season
of MSG Varsity’s award winning high
school quiz show, “The Challenge”,
will feature a first round match-up
between New Rochelle High School
and Alexander Hamilton High School
on Wednesday, December 19, 2012 at
6:30 p.m. on Cablevision’s Optimum,
Channel 14.
New Rochelle will compete against
31 other schools from WestchesterHudson Valley during the Regional
Rounds as they look to qualify for the
Tri-State Championship Playoffs.
Back for his fourth season as host
of “The Challenge” is Jared Cotter, host

of “MSG Varsity’s Talent Show” and
a popular semi-finalist from American Idol. Cotter will serve as moderator, testing competing teams on their
knowledge of history, arts and literature, current events, math, and science
in front of a live studio audience.
The New Rochelle team is represented by: Josh Moise-Silverman,
Michael Buchbinder (Captain), Adam
Rosenstein, Sarah Gilwit and (Alternate) David Weissman. The academic
advisors are Jeff Wuebber and Naomi
Finkelstein.
“The Challenge” includes 192 high
schools from the entire tri-state area

New Rochelle High School MSG Varsity’s 2012-13 First Round
— Long Island (with Nassau and Suf- Long Island will be represented by 32
folk as two distinct regions), the Bronx, high schools from Nassau County and
Brooklyn, Westchester/Lower Hudson 32 high schools from Suffolk County.
Valley, New Jersey and Connecticut. A new match-up can been seen every

Sunday through Friday at 6:30 pm, on
MSG Varsity, Cablevision’s Optimum
Channel 14.
Participating schools advance
through a series of elimination rounds,
with one school in each region being crowned regional champion and
winning $2,500 for their school. The
winning teams from each region go
on to “The Challenge” Championship
where they square off in a Tri-State
Showdown. The school awarded the
title of Tri-State Champion will receive
$10,000 in prize money and each student participating in the final “Challenge” Championship game will receive
$500.
For more information on “The
Challenge,” log onto www.msgvarsity.
com.

SPORTSSCENE

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS
Welcome to the start
of the winter season
edition of “Sports
Scene,” where we
take a look at the
great sports action here in Westchester
County…
Hopefully, it will be a “slam dunk,”
as former Mount Vernon High School
star hoops player Kevin Jones has been
called up from the NBA Developmental League to play for the Cleveland
Cavaliers, good luck Kevin.
Bronxville’s super runner Mary
Cain captured second place at the Nike
Cross Nationals Race, well done Mary.
Congratulations and three cheers
to both the Somers High School
cheerleaders who took first place in
the Varsity I Large Division and to the
New Rochelle squad who took first in
Varsity II Small Division at the recently
concluded Westchester County Cheerleading Invitational competition…

The 2nd annual Fox Lane Sports
Booster Club Bowling Day will be
held January 26th and promises to be
even better than the first with quieter
music, better lighting and more appropriate sessions (shorter for kids
and longer for adults). The event is designed with families in mind so bring
them, your neighbors and friends. Also,
a group of West Point Cadets will be
participating during the day session;
this is a great group of America’s finest
to have your children interact with.
Turning to some high school action, on the hoops court, it was Fox
Lane getting past Scarsdale 49 to 46
to win the Maroon and White Tournament Championship in Scarsdale,
James Morales scored 19 points for
the Foxes and was named tournament
MVP. In the Westlake Tournament
championship game, Hastings defeated Valhalla 44 to 32, Joe Tino scored
15 points, grabbed nine rebounds, had
four steals and was named tournament
MVP.
In girls’ action, it was Horace
Greeley beating Byram Hills 49 to

MaryEllen McLaughlin, Brian Crowell, Clare Murray, Lisa Raue and Mark
Jeffers gather at Grand Prix NY in Mount Kisco for the annual “Clubhouse Holiday
Special” supporting the Community Center of Northern Westchester’s Food Pantry.
40; Jackie Brett scored 12 points for
the Quakers. Pleasantville blasted Port
Chester by the final score of 51 to 26,
AnnMarie DiCarlo had 15 points for
the winners.
In state football finals, New Rochelle is the 2012 Class AA state

Holistic Health Services
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my
degrees from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by
the American Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of
research and professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual
well-being of my clients.
I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative
relationship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and
purpose.

· Chakra Therapy
· Counseling

· E xploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit
· E nergy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
· Hypnotism
· Guided Meditation
· Power of Prayer/Mind Power
· Spiritual and Psychic Healing
· Spiritual Development
By appointment only
Please contact me at my office at:
Free consultation will be
Holistic Health Services

914.630.1928

Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner given on first visit
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drugless alternatives to healing:

A D V E RT I S E M E N T

champions as they defeated Orchard
Park 34 to 6 at the Carrier Dome in
Syracuse.
The Tuckahoe Tigers came up
short against Randolph High School
in the Class D title game 28-7.
Jumping into the pool, the Ardsley/Edgemont/Hastings combined
Boys swim team swam past New
Rochelle 88 to 80. Horace Greeley
splashed by Keio 92-80,
How about a look at some bowling results, Lakeland bowled over John
Jay 7-0 and the Briarcliff girl keglers
defeated Rye Neck by the same 7-0
final score.
In Squash action, Rye Country
Day shut out King 7-0, led by Eli Rattner 3-0 match victory. On the girls’
side, Greens Farms Academy defeated
Holy Child by the same final score of
7-0.

Over on the mats, John Jay’s wrestling team went 5-0 to capture the Rye
Dual Meet wrestling tournament. The
Scarsdale grapplers pinned Eastchester
39-34.
On the ice, Scarsdale skated past
Rye Town/Harrison 2-1 at the Murray Ice Rink in Yonkers; Devon Schell
scored both goals for the winners. Byram Hills got past Ossining 3 to 1, Sean
Gondor made 43 saves.
Here’s a look at what happening
on the local college circuit, Iona won
their MAAC opener 83-72 against
Niagara, Sean Armand finished with
18 points to lead the Gaels. Concordia
beat Nyack 74 to 59; Argelix Gil scored
22 points and had 15 rebounds for the
winners. Haldane graduate Brittany
Shields had 13 points in Pace women
hoop team’s 74-54 loss to Adelphi.
A quick shout out to our Fox Lane
teammate and neighbor Keely Connors who, as a sophomore, was named
the Section 1 First Team All Star Goalie for field hockey. Way to go Keely, you
have made us all very proud!!
We would like to thank all our
great friends and neighbors, including our editor for supporting our annual “Clubhouse” holiday special at
Grand Prix NY, we brought in a lot of
food and donations for the Community Center of Northern Westchester’s
Food Pantry, it truly is a season for giving…
Grab your warm coat and head
out to some great local winter sports
action… see you next time.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills,
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.
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THEATRE

Post Thanksgiving Turkeys
By JOHN SIMON
Most playwrights, being
only human, are uneven.
But here are two abusing that privilege.
Theresa Rebeck
has written numerous plays, screenplays and television plays, some good,
some not. Her latest Broadway outing,
“Dead Accounts,” falls squarely among
the latter.

Katie Holmes

Josh Hamilton.
We have here Jack, a New York
bank employee, just returned to his
family in Cincinnati, where Rebeck
hails from. He has left behind not
only his job, but also Jenny, the wife
from whom he is being divorced. He
is back with his grousing but grounded
mother, Barbara; his 30-year-old virgin
sister, Lorna; and his boyhood chum
Phil. He is also richer by 27-million
dollars in dead accounts with which
he has absconded. Unseen throughout
the play are his father suffering from
kidney stones, and three siblings, all of

Jane Houdyshell.
whom profit from invisibility in the
proceedings.
If “Dead Accounts” has a raison
d’etre, it is for Rebeck to revel in contrasting the naïve but decent Middle
West with the sophisticated but corrupt metropolis. This allows her to
spout some feeble jokes about this putative difference. Jenny, who makes her
appearance in mid-play. is the amoral
city mouse, with Lorna, Barbara and
Phil upstanding but befuddled country
mice, and Jack the in-between mouse
without a country, rattling off ethical
sophistries about both.
But even as laboratory mice cannot readily be so classified, the dramatis
personae do not achieve histrionic, let
alone symbolic, stature. And how could
they, inasmuch as they are merely five
contrivances in search of threedimensionality. Plainly put , the plot elicits
initial indifference that all too speedily lapses into consuming boredom.
We couldn’t care less about whether
there will be a divorce, whether the

police will come after the protagonist,
whether Lorna and Phil will become
an item, and whether dear old dad will
live or die.
If you don’t know what a dead account is (namely unclaimed money in
a bank), you will at least get to know
what a stillborn play is. The gifted Norbert Leo Butz, as Jack, trying to salvage
something, carries on enough for three
plays; Katie Holmes (Lorna), Jayne
Houdishell (Barbara) and Josh Hamilton (Phil, a particularly no-account
part) cannot, understandably, do much
for one; and Judy Greer (Jenny) may
well be the tallest performer in a tall
tale.
Not even Jack O’Brien, the distinguished director, could give this exercise
in aimless playwriting, much of a sense
of direction.
Performance conducted at the
Music Box Theater, 239 West 45th
Street, New York, NY 10036.
“Dead Accounts” Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.
Even less can be said for David
Mamet’s orgy of self-indulgence, “The

Patty LuPone and Debra Winger overwhelmed by the applause during curtain call.
Anarchist.” This piece of supreme gra- erudition. Needless to say, Mamet also
tuitousness merely allows us to experi- directed; what reputable director would
ence what
touch this piece of hubris with even a
70 minutes of theater can (unin- ten-foot pole?
tentionally) convey of a life sentence in
My heart goes out to the cast of
prison.
two: Patti LuPone, who can make a
We get the unlikely situation of tiny something out of the better part,
a female official, Ann, examining a Cathy; and Debra Winger, who can
prisoner, Cathy, about whether her 35 do nothing with the stick-figure part of
years of prison for having killed two Ann. Although mammoths are extinct,
policemen are sufficient punishment. Mamet’s mammoth ego bestrides the
i.e., whether she should be set free or boards in gigantic insolence.
returned to her cell.
Performances at the Golden TheWhat evolves is a duologue with atre, 252 West 45th Street, New York,
delusions of Dostoevsky and Kafka, NY 10036. Tel: 212- 947-8844.
Photography by and courtesy of
but merely hand-me-down Pinter, as
Mamet strives to subsume Kierkegaard Bruce Glikas.
John Simon has written for over
and Wittgenstein, only to sound, as the
Times chief critic correctly pointed out, 50 years on theatre, film, literature, mulike a graduate student trying to defend sic and fine arts for the Hudson Review,
his thesis. But in what department: New Leader, New Criterion, National
Philosophy, Theology, Political Science, Review, New York Magazine, Opera
Criminology, Journalism or Writing News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
Workshop? I don’t imagine there is a com and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon
holds a PhD from Harvard University in
department of Megalomania.
In no conceivable field does the Comparative Literature and has taught at
story squeeze out minimal credibility, MIT, Harvard University, Bard College
to say nothing of dramatic interest. It and Marymount Manhattan College.
does, however, exemplify hypertrophic To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Unauthorial arrogance, pretension to pro- censored.com
fundity, and ostentation of presumed

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

The End Is Near
By Barbara Barton
Sloane
The world will soon
come to an end. That is,
if the conspiracy theorists are to be believed.
The internet is full of doomsday predictions, people across the globe are
panicking and some are even buying
asteroid-proof bunkers. So, what has
triggered this Judgment Day insanity?
Simply that the 5,125-year-old ancient

Mayan calendar runs out on December 21 of this year! Archaeologists and
scientists, however, have a different,
more optimistic theory, that the Mayan
calendar has been misrepresented and
rather than coming to an end, the calendar will simply begin another cycle.
Cause for celebration!
A recent visit to the Mayan homeland, Cancun and Chichen Itza,
Mexico to be exact, and having some
awesome adventures while there, was
cause for celebration, as well. Cancun
is situated on the southeast coast of
Mexico in the state of Quintana Roo
on the Yucatan Peninsula. This locale

translates, of course, to warm white
powdery sand beaches and turquoise
crystal clear waters. Together with the
famous Mexican hospitality, this is a
singularly special place.
Chichen Itza is a UNESCO
World Heritage site whose main draw
is the 72 feet high Pyramid of Kukulkan. The Mayans read the sky with
great accuracy and the dimensions of
the pyramid represent the days of the
year and the movement of the planet
around the sun. We arrived in Chichen
Itza on the day of the September equinox, as did several thousand others,

Continued on page 18

Pyramid of Kukulkan, Chichen Itza.
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The End Is Near
Continued from page 17

hoping to see a phenomenon which
occurs twice a year, on the spring and
fall equinox when the sun projects the
illusion of a serpent slithering down the
steps of the pyramid. This day, no sun
– no serpent – but we were still awestruck at the majesty of this spectacular
monument.

through a trail littered with thick, damp
and decaying vegetation.To account for
my long (very long) day of thrills, suffice it to say that what came next was
a plunge into one of this area’s famed
cenotes, (a deep water-filled sinkhole in
a cave, in short, an underground river).
Bracing. Then we rappelled down a
steep, sheer vertical cliff (more clamps,

into the water once more. I couldn’t resist the chance to swim with dolphins,
something everyone should do at least
once in their life. It’s that much fun! In
the evening, we experienced a highlight of this park, a show with more
than 300 actors on stage, drums beating in the jungle night, torches blazing
in the trees, and an intriguing journey

Huis Clos, No Exit

When it comes to adventure, in
this world there are two distinct types
of people: those that shout “bring it on!”
and those that say “noooo, get me outta
here,” as they stare forlornly into an
endless abyss that they’re told to rappel
down. I am clearly of this second type;
so as I read over the itinerary for my
ten-hour day with Alltournative Offtrack Adventures, I kept trying to find
a way out. An exercise in futility. I was
with a group who were already merrily
hiking through the rain forest jungle
and there was no turning back. Our
trek through mud, thick brush begging
to be bushwhacked and bulbous vines
that looked exactly like sinewy, slithering snakes, led to our first bit of excitement for the day: the ubiquitous zipline
over the jungle canopy many feet below.
As I stood on the platform from which
I would soon jump, I allowed a wizened old Mayan gent to chain, clamp,
and lock me into steel-safety gear, this
Iron Maiden had a revealing thought:
I really, truly dislike adventure – for me,
that is. Actually I like to watch.
After my zipping escapade, our
guide gave us a lesson in “Jungle Behavior 101,” warning that the bark of some
of the trees was poisonous to the touch.
What he actually said was “Touch and
you will suffer!” Telling us to be on the
lookout for tarantulas, jaguars, snakes,
wildcats and armadillos to name just a
few of the cute animals that inhabit this
forest, we mindlessly stumbled onward

Mayan ladies serving lunch.
locks, chains), and the finale: another through the history of Mexico from
zipline. Happily, we landed near a Ma- pre-Hispanic times to the present day,
yan village where this welcoming com- all with colorful costumes, folklore and
munity had prepared a delicious spread dancing.
consisting of empanadas, black beans
and rice, Cochinita Pibil (pork loin Hot, Hot, Hot!
Before my Cancun visit ended, I
marinated in many spices), and Huevos
Motulenos (fried eggs served on tosta- just had to have one more outstanding
das and covered with refried beans). adventure, this at my hotel, the beautiSatisfaction was the name of the game ful Westin Resort & Spa. They offer a
at day’s end – not the least, the fact that traditional Mexican Temazcal sauna
I met my mishegas fears head-on and I and steam bath heated with volcanic
rocks. Whenever I hear the words
survived!
sauna or steam bath, well, I’m there.
Thoughts of deep relaxation, repose,
My Oh Maya!
Another day our group visited respite from the day – yes! Maybe I
Xcaret, a majestic archaeological park should have inquired what Temezcal
located in Riviera Maya. We watched means. I was led out of the hotel to a
the re-creation of a pre-Hispanic ball sandy area where I found a rustic buildgame and a charro celebration in a ing, the Temezcal chamber. This chamMexican cemetery. Xcaret’s coral reef ber is heated by volcanic rocks. When
aquarium was amazing, and yes, I got boughs of herbs are laid over the hot

Temezcal Sauna.
rocks and they’re doused with water, with my fears? Winning! (let’s please
a scented steam begins one’s sweating forget about the sweat lodge). Enjoying
process. I was told this is necessary to the five luscious pools, the dining, and
purify the body and release toxins. The my room’s grand balcony at The Weschamber was very low and squat, so tin, the beauty of this very special land
low that I had to crawl on hands and and last but by no means least, the wonknees to enter and then sit along the derful, kind, bright, warm and welcomwall. Once inside this small space with ing people of Mexico - it was all good.
the ceiling just inches above my head, The end is near? Not a chance. Not while
claustrophobic me suddenly knew that the Yucatan Peninsula with its myriad
Temezcal was clearly not a good idea. wonders is here to discover and enjoy!
However, our young guide encouraged
me to calm down and give it a try. Next,
the opening to the chamber was cov- The Westin Hotel Resort & Spa
ered over with a makeshift door, and www.starwoodhotels.com/westin
cloths were laid over that, plunging Cancun Tourist
us in total darkness. The heat intensi- www.cancun.travel.com
fied as a helper outside the chamber Xcaret Park
continually brought in more red-hot www.xcaret.com
coals. It was difficult for me to breathe.
Then our guide said “Now, think of a Yucatan Tourist Board
strong intention, something you’d like www.travelyucatan.com
to happen.” When she asked each of us Alltournative
our intention, I blurted out that mine www.allournative.com
was to leave the chamber – immediately. After much gentle persuasion, my All images by and courtesy of Michael
guide realized that I was not to be dis- Sloane Travel Photography.
suaded. She reluctantly called “Door!” Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane is
and the helper peeled back the layers constantly globe hopping to share her unique
that blocked the entrance. I was out and experiences with our readers; from the exotic
able to once more breathe salty ocean to the sublime. As Beauty / Fashion Editor
air and gaze at the starry sky. Sauna and she keeps us informed on the capricious and
steam bath repose? For me, not so much.
engaging fashion and beauty scene.
Taking full stock of my Mexico
visit, it was, in sum, lovely. Waging war

Yucatan 411:
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Crafting a Capital Budget
By MARY C. MARVIN
The Trustees and I
just completed deliberations on our
second most important task, save for for-

mulating the operating budget, that of
crafting a capital budget.
We have developed a very comprehensive process whereby department
heads present their requests line by line,
justifying all proposed expenditures to

the full Board of Trustees in various
work sessions.The result is a thoroughly
vetted and reviewed set of expenditures
that will culminate in a plan brought to
the public for review and comment at
a Public Hearing at the December 10th
Board of Trustees meeting.
Capitalizing on the very favorable interest rates that stem from our
AAA bond rating, we are undertaking

a myriad of projects encompassing every department, with a projected capital
budget of $2,368,312 for the fiscal year
2012/2013 which includes $71,862 in
State highway improvement assistance.
Some of the highlights/major expenses include:
Purchase of a new mainframe
computer to replace the AS400 currently being used in the Administrative

Offices since 1988. With a cost of approximately $135,000, the new computer will integrate all Village financial
functions including assessment, payroll
and taxes.
Under the umbrella of the Building Department, $175,000 was earmarked to kick start the FEMA
flood mitigation grant and commence
Continued on page 19
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Crafting a Capital Budget
Continued from page 18
preliminary engineering and design
work. Of these initial expenditures,
75% may be eligible for reimbursement by FEMA.
The Library will be replacing
some flooring due to the heavy traffic, which on balance is a very positive
thing.
The Police Department, by the
nature of their operation, requires
capital expenditures second only to
the needs of the Public Works Department.
A new patrol car is needed to add
to the rotation. The one we are replacing has been in service since 2003.
Unfortunately as a sign of the
times, additional security is needed in
the department and the Court Room
and new tactical equipment must be
added to the department inventory.
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A new voice recorder to record
every conversation coming into the
department’s main number will replace one now past its usable life.
A rotation of Kevlar vests are
needed as the vest fabric loses its effectiveness after just five years.
An additional license plate reader will be purchased so that all cars
on patrol have this technology. Not
only does it recognize cars with expired inspections, more importantly,
it is an invaluable investigative tool
helping the Village to discover stolen
cars, arrest individuals with outstanding warrants and identify any cars in
proximity to crime scenes.
Because most of the long term
improvement projects throughout
the Village come under the auspices
of the Public Works Department, we
devoted an entire meeting to reviewing the department requests.
We continue to promote a very

pro-active road paving program begun about five years ago under the
aegis of former Trustee Bill Barton.
The Pondfield Road paving
project will continue from where we
left off last year at the intersection of
Tanglewylde Avenue and will move
forward to the Lawrence Hospital
traffic circle. Attention will be focused on the west side commercial
area with resurfacing planned for
Studio Arcade, Leonard Morange
Square and the Metro North station environs. In addition, residential
streets throughout the Village will be
addressed based on need and traffic
volume.
We continue to focus on our
open spaces and will spend funds
in conjunction with the efforts of
the Boulder Ledge Garden Club at
Bicentennial Park and the Bronxville Beautification Committee collaborating with them on an irrigation

system for the railroad station banks.
Funds will be allocated to complete
the Sagamore Park project and the
stairs descending from Valley Road
to the tennis courts will be repaired.
Repairs will be made on two other Village owned staircase accesses,
those leading to the Garden Avenue
parking lot from Pondfield Road and
the Milburn Street stairs.
One big ticket item is the need
for a new street cleaner/sweeper totaling over $200,000. The last one
was purchased over ten years ago and
is well past its usable life. In the past
few years, maintenance expenses have
reached a level making purchasing a
new one the more economical alternative.
We will also continue pursuing our long term goal of repairing/
replacing pipes in our sanitary and
storm sewer system with a $75,000
expenditure going forward. Counsel

is researching whether we can form
a sanitary/storm sewer district so that
all who benefit from it will contribute
to the repairs and not just property
tax payers.
Our most expansive project will
be a gradual “re-lighting” of the Village, both in the business district and
our residential streets. I will explain
our plans in detail in my column next
week.
The Trustees are acutely aware
that deferred maintenance results in
unnecessary extra expenditures, and
we endeavor to stay on top of projects
to keep our infrastructure safe and
attractive, with an eye towards maximizing every taxpayer dollar spent.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you
have a suggestion or comment, consider
directing your perspective by directing
email to mayor@vobny.com.

CHILDCARE

Westchester Counts on County Executive Astorino to Get the Math Right on Childcare Subsidies
By RICH MONETTI
On November 29 , the
Cortlandt Town Hall
held the Westchester
County Budget Hearings to a standing room
only turnout. The largest contingent
came from parents, teachers and children who have been affected by cuts to
childcare subsidies over the last several
years. With the recent national trend
of aligning fiscal considerations to
actual arithmetic, I thought I might
tie some emotion to the issue to help
Westchester County Executive Rob
Astorino to add the numbers.
Working part-time at Mt. Kisco
Childcare impresses my sensibilities,
but I didn’t need to suffer through differential equations in college to know
it cost more to place parents on welfare
when they must quit their jobs because
childcare is being denied them.
As straightforward as it gets, how
else am I to go to make a case – especially when enough of Westchester
succumbs to less than logical thinking
to justify their math. “The stereotypical view of the person getting subsidies is they are in rehab, getting free
housing and collecting food stamps as
they sit at home,” said Donna Morrison, Early Childhood Director of the
Guidance Center, “but the typical parent on subsidy works full time, often
goes to school and just wants a safe
place to send their kids.”
th

Tyler Guzman with his Mom,
Stephanie Houghtaling

Regardless, I don’t really consider
the origins of anyone’s payment as I
go about my day. Navigating my way
about and through the whims of my
crafty after-schoolers is what occupies
my attention.
In fact, I’m going to use this platform to state that another result of the
austerity is my not having had a raise
in two years. As selfish as that sounds,
especially in the wake of others far
more in need, I must mention I do often question how I could possibly be
paid for having so much fun.
I shouldn’t give the County Executive any ideas. Instead, I’ll introduce
him to a five-year-old preschooler
named Tyler. That, in part, because
teachers have a tendency to gravitate

toward kids who they see something
of themselves in.
Like me, now and at that age,
Tyler has a big bald (or actually crew
cut styled) head with ears that affectionately jut out. Bound together by
equally good looks, Tyler seems to
be as attuned to the connection as I,
and he does not contain his optimism
when our paths cross between the two
programs.
Pushing his hand out and up into
a stationary position, he’ll get my attention with a “Hey, Hey… Hey, Hey,
Hey.” Following suit, I now do the
same when it is I who is trying to get
a response.
But my favorite interaction happens at the end of each day. Usually
engaged in our gross motor room with
my kids in indoor soccer, basketball
or make-shift hockey, he’s just slipping into that space where kids switch
from the teacher’s control to a parent’s.
In that void, he takes the opportunity
to rush from the classroom and inject
himself in my game. “There’s my boy,”
I caution the afte- schoolers to slow
down.
Following suit, Tyler now returns
a “hey my boy” to me, and again I have
to remind myself that I actually get
paid to do this.
Better yet, I’d like to invite the
County Executive, and those who
stand to benefit politically of policy
that makes no fiscal sense to come by.

They might be swayed in deference
to poor SAT math scores, but there’s
more to this than the infectiousness of
Tyler’s game.
For as long as I have noticed Tyler, his ride home has always been his
grandfather. I’ve never asked about the
specifics of his home life but you can’t
help speculate.
Is his grandfather raising him
alone? Is there a single mom awaiting
Tyler at home? Is Dad in the picture?
Are both Mom and Dad absent? And
how does grandpa, who clearly isn’t
confined to the lighter duties of simply
being a grandfather, manage to keep
up with such an energetic little guy?
On Thursday, those questions
were answered. A young woman
named Stephanie Houghtaling
stepped to the podium and introduced
herself as a single mom from my center. Having never seen her before, I
was surprised that I didn’t know every
parent at the daycare.
She went on to detail how
MKCCC helped her get her son enrolled and navigate all the hoops that
go with it. As a result and in accordance with county subsidies, she can
continue to work, go to school and
build a better life.
Just as importantly, not having to
worry whether her child is safe and
happy allows her to rise to the everyday challenges we all face. “He even
asks why he can’t go to school on Sat-

urdays,” she revealed as proof.
I would later learn from Dawn
Meyerski, Director of Curriculum at
the center, that when Tyler joined us,
Mom was embroiled in a special education nightmare. “Tyler came to us
having a lot to say, but nobody could
understand any of it,” said Meyerski.
Having a hard time getting
Speech Therapy for him, MKCCC
got Tyler the right services and will
not likely require any special education
upon entering Kindergarten.
I wonder if the County Executive
will add those savings to his calculations, but somewhere in the course
of Mom’s plea and my scribbling, she
said, “My Dad comes to pick him up
everyday and….”
Taken aback, this was obviously
Tyler’s Mom, and later introducing
myself, I felt proud to be a part of her
serenity. Nonetheless, there may still
be more uncertainty ahead for her
than other parents – or maybe not.
Whatever the case, Tyler is one
happy little boy, but through the continued shortsightedness of County
Executive Astorino, that could change.
Mr. Astorino, you should be able
to figure this out because Tyler isn’t the
only one counting on you.
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been
a freelance writer covering Westchester
County since 2003. Peruse his work at
http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/
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Syria’s Assyrians, Caught in the Middle
By AYMENN JAWAD
al-TAMIMI
The Daily Star (Beirut)
December 7, 2012
http://www.meforum.
org/3392/syria-assyrians

Of all the Christian communities in
Syria, the Assyrians, that is, those Christians who identify as such by virtue of
belonging to the Assyrian Church of
the East, arguably have the most complex relationship with the Assad regime. Assyrians are concentrated in the
northeast around Hasakeh, with others
settled in Damascus and Aleppo. As
was the case in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq,
a problem for Syria’s Assyrian community has been the traditional denial of
the Assyrian identity by the pan-Arab
Baathist ideology. This has culminated
in the destruction of numerous Assyrian villages in the north of Iraq as part
of Saddam’s Arabization program.
This fraught relationship contrasts
with the narrative that portrays the
Assad regime, like that of Saddam, as
protectors of Christian minorities. Indeed, in Iraq many Assyrians joined the
Kurdish Peshmerga forces who were
opposed to the regime. In Syria today, the local branch of the Iraq-based
Assyrian Democratic Movement has
been a part of the opposition Syrian
National Council since the beginning
of the unrest in March of last year.

This local branch known as the
“Assyrian Democratic Organization”
has been targeted numerous times by
the Syrian government, particularly
after it became a signatory to the Damascus Declaration of October 2005
that criticized Bashar Assad’s regime
and called for a process of democratic
reform in Syria.
However, the ADO’s stance in
support of the opposition differs from
that of the Assyrian Church of the East
hierarchy, which prefers to maintain
a position of neutrality, similar to its
stance on Kurdish-Assyrian relations
in Iraq.
The tension between the Assad
regime and Assyrian nationalists inside
and outside of Syria contrasts notably
with the relations certain Christians,
who identify themselves as Aramean
nationalists, have maintained with the
Syrian government. Aramean nationalists, who trace an identity to the Arameans of antiquity, primarily belong
to the Syriac Orthodox Church- one
of the main Christian denominations
in Syria after the Antiochian Greek
Orthodox Church and the Melkite
Greek Catholic Church, whose adherents tend to see themselves as just
Arabs. Like the Syriac Orthodox, they
are concentrated in the western half of
Syria. While exact numbers are difficult to ascertain, it is likely that there are
more members of the Syriac Orthodox

in Syria than there are members of the
Assyrian Church of the East.
As analyst Phillip Smyth has
noted, Assad was able to court the
sympathies of some Aramean nationalists by promoting the teaching of
Western Neo-Aramaic- the last true
living relative of the language of Jesus- in the village of Maaloula in Syria.
While Assad put an Arabist spin on
the initiative, describing Aramaic as an
“Arabic language,” this did not prevent
the chairman of the Aram-Nahrin
organization- an Aramean nationalist
group based in the Netherlands- from
expressing gratitude to the Syrian president in 2009. He thanked him for his
“noble efforts to revive and strengthen
the Aramaic language in the lands of
the Aramean forefathers. This is a shining and commendable example to the
entire Middle East.”
Even now, Aram-Nahrin’s sympathies for Assad are apparent. On
its website, the group affirms that the
Syrian government is “suppressing the
Aramean cultural heritage.” However,
it has not removed a link to the 2009
letter sent to Assad.
The group has also attacked Smyth
and me for refuting the conspiracy
theory that the “satanic act [of the massacre] in Houla was carried out by the
Western death-squads and mercenaries
[i.e. the Syrian rebels],” while offering a
defense of their “Aramean sister Moth-

er Agnes-Mariam,” who actually identifies herself as an Arab and was one
of the first to promote the false claim
that Syrian rebels carried out the Houla
atrocity in order to pin the blame on the
regime.
It should be emphasized that not
all Aramean nationalists share the proAssad leanings of Aram-Nahrin. Nevertheless, because of Aram-Nahrin’s
cordial relations with Assad as well as
its fierce attacks on conceptions of Assyrian identity, described as an invention of European colonial powers, one
occasionally hears from Assyrian nationalists, that the concept of Aramean
nationalism was invented by Syrian
Baathists to divide the region’s Christians and divorce them from their true
Assyrian identity. Concerning the status of the Assyrian community in the
present Syrian civil war, a main concern
has been that Assyrians in Syria could
be caught in the middle between different warring factions.
These fears have been borne out by
a number of recent incidents. A village
near Hasakeh was recently bombed by
regime forces on the grounds that rebels were hiding there. The local church
and several homes were destroyed, and
one student was killed.
Conversely, many Assyrians in
Aleppo have complained of being targeted by rebels. The allegation makes
sense when one considers the localization of the hard-line jihadist phenomenon in Aleppo and Deir al-Zor.
Assyrians, like Maronites in the Jde-
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ideh quarter of Aleppo, have come to
regard regime forces fighting the rebels in Aleppo, as the lesser of two evils.
Furthermore, near Hasakeh, a few Assyrians have allegedly been kidnapped
by Kurds.
None of the above incidents has
been covered by the likes of Agenzia
Fides, the Vatican’s news agency, which
has offered up numerous stories of alleged mass persecution of Christians in
Syria but has not generally been based
on reliable sources.
As for the future of the Assyrian community in Syria, the main risk
factors include not only continued targeting by the regime and by hard-line
Islamist militants, but also the possibility of an intra-Kurdish civil war
between Kurdish factions. The Kurdish
civil war of the 1990s in Iraqi Kurdistan
saw many Assyrian villages targeted by
the Kurdistan Workers Party. The same
fate could well befall rural communities
of Assyrians in the northeast of Syria.
In such a context, one could well
see many Assyrians in Syria fleeing to
established Assyrian communities in
the Nineveh plains of Iraq (just south
of Iraqi Kurdistan), parts of Iraqi Kurdistan, or small locales in Western countries such as the United States.
Aymenn Jawad al-Tamimi is a Shillman-Ginsburg Fellow at the Middle East
Forum, and a student at Brasenose College, Oxford University.
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Bargaining Away Democracy with the Republican Party
By BOB K. BOGEN

The 2012 election “isn’t
over ‘till the fat elephant
starts to sing. Or the old
saying goes, “The opera isn’t over ‘till the fat
lady sings”. So far, all we hear are the
old, unbelievably ponderous, slowmoving Republican elephant grunts
repeating the pre-election Ryan billionaire mantra to block any and all
actions passed by the United States
Senate or otherwise suggested by
Democrats and those urged by our
recently re-elected president, no matter how non-partisan the issue is in

fact. Of course this isn’t exactly new.
These so-called Republicans have
been doing this since they lost the
election in 2008 with their expressed
pledge to block any action that might
conceivably help a black democrat
from a second term, no matter how
national interest may suffer.
Partisanship has gone looney.
Ever since the election, the morally defective Republican leadership
in the House, as well as the Senate,
refuses to sign-on the international
treaty already approved and recommended by our nation, as well
as signed-on by over one hundred
major and minor nations for decent

rights for the handicapped. These are
the same rights for the benefit of our
citizens signed into law by Congress
years ago!.
Well, I guess it is just one more
painful embarrassment in front of
people and leaders around the world.
And here we thought we stood up,
victoriously in the election, and in the
language offered by Rachel Maddow
on MSNBC, we said, we were: “Mad
as hell, and we were not going to take
this bull-pucky any more!” Particularly after the Arab Spring in Tunisia,
Egypt, Libya, Yemen, South Sudan,
Bahrain, Syria, and around the world,
as well as the difficult democratiza-

tion in Burma and elsewhere, our
pretensions of effective representative government are under increased
question.
Perhaps we have to wait ‘till the
lexicographers and dictionary authorities get back to “Left” and “Right,”
as well as get around to Lincoln and
his current so-called Republican
Party. Surely Abe Lincoln would
have trouble recognizing the contemporary party using his political party
name. Just a few years ago, after they
were shown the door in 2008, the
Republican Party leaders talked of
re-branding themselves with a new
name. And even a new acronym to

replace GOP. Perhaps the initialism
GOOP, for Grand Old Oligarchy
Party, should be considred. Of course
readers can also find more helpful
and descriptive G word choices for
the initial first word: Grand. Grumpy,
Greedy, Greasy, Graceless, etc. etc.
Many possibilities for the full
party name also come to mind. They
can hardly call themselves the “Far
Right Party” when voters have just
confirmed that most of the nation
knows they are the “Far Wrong
Party.” The “Conservative Party,”
as indicated in an earlier column,
has already mis-appropriated that
title. An orthodox Libertarian Party
has already pissed onto that. And it
would be hard to believe they would
Continued on page 21
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control, or even evil. The right hand
man is highly desired. Who wants to be
left out. And on and on. [An exception
is in the practicalities of baseball, where
most positions, as well as batting, favor
lefties.]
In the same sense they choose repeatedly, and un-grammatically, to use
a noun,” Democrat” as a pejorative adjective or adverb inappropriately when
they surely mean the adjective or adverb “Democratic.” We have to suppose
they think the “-crat” suffix has a ‘nice’
negative sound, like “bureau-crat.” Perhaps politicians should be required to
take some remedial English Grammar.
All of this is in addition to the
current insanity of bargaining away
democracy in actions on the Federal budget and taxes. Election gravely
-wounded Republicans whine they
can’t bargain with Democrats because
Democrats haven’t given clear enough
positions. Repeating their repeated
projection habit of their old black pot
calling the kettle black. But perhaps
Democrats should be more explicit.
Obama and others say the top
percent or two should pay a fair share
of taxes. They say perhaps a few bucks
or four of five percent above the Bush

lowered rates. We can surely do better than that in an age of accelerating
incomes for the top one percent when
other incomes have been stagnant for
decades, where one family is worth
more than the total worth of 40%, that
is forty percent, of all other Americans
combined! Democracy cannot survive
such unparalleled inequality. In fact it
might be reasonable to call for a return
of million dollar golden parachutes and
bonuses or even salary increases since
the 2008 crash with its job and home
losses.
Few seem to recall that the last decent Republican, at least in my memory, Dwight Eisenhower, supervised a
Marginal Top Income Tax Rate of, not
25% or 30% but 91%! Unimaginable,
you say at this point in history?
Well, it might be a good starting
point for negotiation!
While we’re looking for positions
for Republicans to gain some perspective on life for 99% of their fellow citizens, we might mention dropping all
income taxes in favor of a wealth tax.
Let’s say two percent of all personal
wealth. Some informed analysts say
1.5% might do the job. That would
leave prosperous folks with plenty to
live well on and still have some for their
children.

In any event it should be kept in
mind that as Nobel Prize economists
try to explain difficult economies like
ours, they do not call for balanced
budgets. Balances and debt reductions
should be made up in good times, as
in the Democratic years under Bill
Clinton! Whining by Tea Partyers
and other Republicans now seem out
of keeping with their Party tradition.
Their most revered 21st Century leader,
Ronald Reagan with his Vice President doubled our national debt from
the previous centuries! And after all is
said and done the greatest cause of debt
has always been our wars, recently and
currently a waste of our resources, our
world reputation, and our youth.

there is one.
When I was Mayor, we had a
huge problem of homeless individuals, men and women. Many of the
women had developed the shopping bag syndrome and constantly
carried bags of detritus having no
use at all. They would not come into
the shelters that we provided out of
fear. I arranged to have many of the
churches and synagogues offer their
buildings for use by these women
with the City paying them for the
costs of energy and providing the
beds and blankets with the religious
institutions providing the volunteers
to care for them through the night.
The problem of taking care of
these people who were beset with
problems of alcohol and drug addiction and even more difficult mental
illness was difficult to say the least. I
recall one night at 1:00 a.m., being
awakened at Gracie Mansion by a
call from a reporter who said he was
down at Grand Central talking with
an elderly woman who was lying on
the floor and he thought I was the
only one - as Mayor - who could
get her to come to one of our facilities. He asked would I “please come

down to Grand Central?”
Of course, I did, driving down
at that hour with one of my security
detectives. There she was, lying at
the door on the ground. As I walked
over, I said, “I’m Mayor Koch, and
I’d like to help you and take you to
one of our homes for a good night’s
rest and dinner.” She said, “I know
who you are and you can’t make me
go.” I replied, “Of course not.” It had
to be a voluntary decision on her
part. By that time, Jack Krauskopf of
the Human Resources Administration had arrived. About a half-hour
later, around 2:30 a.m., he said, “go
home, Mayor. I’ll take care of it.” I
spoke with him the next morning
and asked what happened. He said
“She wouldn’t go with me, so I called
a psychiatrist who lived in Great
Neck. He came in, looked at her,
asked her some questions, and then
wrote a note which he handed to me.
The note said she is not capable of
making intelligent decisions which
meant we could take her against her
will.” I didn’t ask him how much the
psychiatrist’s fee was.
Dealing with homeless people
with their myriad of personal prob-

lems has always been a difficult
problem for any city. I believe we
probably do it better than many
other cities. It is very costly; the programs run into the millions of dollars, but they are absolutely necessary
if a city is meeting its obligations to
those most in need and at risk.
Jeffrey Hillman obviously needs
more than a pair of boots to get him
back on his feet. The Times article
mentioned that he has two children
“Nikita, 22 and Jeffrey, 24, but has
had little contact with them since
a visit three years ago.” Let’s hope
those two children will now come
forward and help. I also remember
what my mother said to me when
I was an adolescent, “How is it that
one mother can take care of seven
children, and seven children can’t
take care of one mother?” Let’s hope
two can take care of one father. Apparently, he is an army veteran, of
which war I do not know, adding to
the tragedy.

Bargaining Away Democracy with the Republican Party
Continued from page 20

choose as their name, the very explicit
total summary of their true platform
as the “More Billions for Billionaires Party’ To be more general they
could, with some historical accuracy
announce call themselves the “Royalist Party.”
Actually, ‘Royals’ seems to conjure up a large aggregation of useless
princes, as well as princesses with
children, [‘children in fact ‘ and as
they say in Great Britain these days
’children in being.’] ‘Royals’ seems
also to recall the rather extended collection of Arabian princes. Perhaps
it would somehow be more accurate
to emphasize the modest identification of true decision makers with the
more definitive “Monarchist Party.”
Some might even suggest the
accurate term Fascist Party, NeoFascist, Proto-Fascist, or QuasiFascist. But no-one could expect
this could be applied as long as some
have a vague recollection of the Second World War. Actually that term
was understood to be the invention
of Benito Mussolini before WW
II and often simply defined as the
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Corporate State. The Latin root is
a bundle of rods, actually the Latin
word is fasces, perhaps representing a
combination of corporations as a staff
of an axe representing the nationalism of the state or nation. Of course
the term is most popularly associated
with the totalitarian association with
Adolph Hitler’s Nazi Germany and
Mussolini’s popular draining of Italian swamps with disease-laden mosquitoes.
Surely lexicographers should also
be called on to find some way for political pundits and the rest of us to correct
the increasingly destructive word usage
regarding Left and Right. It is easy to
understand why so-called conservatives choose the old usage of political
“Right,” to justify their pathetic positions. And demonize their opponents
with the negative term, “Left.” Similarly, we can understand why Limbaugh,
Gingrich, and all their hard-headed
friends use the left wing / right wing
descriptive language
Certainly in most of the world
right and left is apparently based on a
handedness bias, a near universal prejudice. The right hand is “more reliable”
and the left hand is “clumsy,” not under

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive
long-range facilities planning director
for the New York Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission; as planning
director for the New England Regional
Commission; as a major United Nations
official in Pakistan; Board Chairman
of the Communications Coordinating
Committee for the United Nations; and
Principal Representative of Architects/
Designers/ Planners for Social Responsibility to the United Nations. Comments by named readers can be sent to
his office at: BobKBogen@hotmail.com
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Only In New York City
By ED KOCH
Every now and then,
there is a story, which
actually
happened
and could only happen in New York
City. On November 14, 2012, a very
cold night, while New York City
Police Officer Lawrence DePrimo
was on patrol in Times Square, he
came across a homeless man who
was barefoot sitting on the ground.
The officer went into a nearby shoe
store, bought a pair of socks and a
pair of boots for the homeless man
and helped the man put them on his
highly infected feet. The scene was
witnessed by a tourist who took a
picture with his cellphone and posted the picture on the web to be seen
by myriads of people.
Officer DePrimo later called his
mother to tell her what he had done.
He paid $75 from of his own pocket
to buy the $100 boots (the store
manager was aware of whom the
boots were for and gave the officer

an employee discount of $25).
The story was covered by all of
the media and Officer DePrimo
was congratulated by the Mayor
and the Police Commissioner. On
December 2nd, a Sunday night, the
homeless man, Jeffrey Hillman, who
had come to New York City about
ten years ago and had been living on
its streets for most of the time, reappeared on the Upper West Side, sans
boots or footwear. A New York Times
article by Marc Santora and Alex
Vadukul reported Mr. Hillman said,
“Those shoes are hidden. They are
worth a lot of money...I could lose
my life.” What actually happened to
the boots in no way detracts from
Officer DePrimo’s magnificent generosity and yes, his love for a fellow
human being.
Irrespective of all else, I thought
it would be wonderful if President
Obama invited Officer DePrimo
to the White House and had him
stay over in the Lincoln Bedroom. I
suggest his mom be invited as well,
along with a “significant other,” if

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch
served as a member of Congress from
New York State from 1969 through
1977, and New York City as its
105thMayor from 1978 to 1989.
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Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano Fears Transparency Most
By HEZI ARIS
Many Yonkersites will
remember the many
days, months and years
during which the Yonkers Tribune website
was not accessible through the computer network operated by Yonkers City
Hall, the Yonkers Board of Education, and the Yonkers Library System.
When the Mike Spano Administration acceded to office, one of its directives was to permit the Yonkers Tribune
to be made accessible to those using city
computers. In the twelfth month of his
tenure, specifically on Wednesday, December 5, 2012, Yonkers Tribune learned
City Hall had again directed the internal Internet access system to deny its
staff and the public to be permitted access to the Yonkers Tribune website.
Americans have given their blood

NEW YORK
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and sweat to protect the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, which is part of the Bill of Rights.
The First Amendment speaks to five
aspects: Speech, Press, Religion, Petition, and Assembly. As a reporter, I
have concerned myself most with the
rights afforded the press to publish
news, information and opinions without government interference.
On Thursday, December 6, 2012,
after having sternly admonished the
administration to return access of the
Yonkers Tribune to the system within
24-hours, I was relieved that they had
indeed done just that. Lo and behold,
by 1 p.m., we learned that the Yonkers
Tribune website and the Yonkers Tribune Twitter account were again not
accessible.
We came to learn the Spano Administration has taken to deny access to
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flooding that permeated the basements
of the Yonkers Board of Education and
Yonkers Library building; the telling of
the free gas gotten for mayoral staff
member Denise Egiziaco by DPW
workers at no cost from the city’s “Gasboy” pump, and storage of her car at the
Yonkers City Hall Garage; the denial
by Jason Baker of a prior arrest on his
City Hall application form; the telling
of Deputy Mayor Due Gerry’s not
abiding by the residency required of her
by the Yonkers City Charter and spin
that followed thereafter; the telling of
the Yonkers Parking Authority subsidy
deals that will continue for a decade
for the benefit of Zuppa’s Restaurant at a value of $1,500,000; X2o’s at
$2,000,000; payment of X2o’s ConEd
bill for 5 years valued at $500,000,
though it is now disputed by Peter
Kelly to be the other way around; the
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CLASSIFIED ADS

By HENRY J. STERN

all media, online shopping, Facebook,
porn sites, and any other sites that
would deflect attention to the responsibility of the employee by their accessing
such sites. Upon reaching a forbidden Internet site, the person would be
greeted with an access denied screen.
The only personnel said to continue to
access the sites in an unfettered manner
will be commissioners, deputy commissioners, and the like. One thing seems
certain, Yonkers City Hall is so perturbed with the Yonkers Tribune, they
believe they must deny other media to
cover-up the fact that they are usurping the First Amendment Rights as it
pertains to the Press.
The catalyst for the administration’s action has yet to be explained.
Perhaps it is logical to infer that the
telling of the HUD 108 grant arrears
by Joe Cotter’s firm; the telling of the

$50,000 water bill not charged Zuppa’s
Restaurant; the real estate taxes still uncollected, etc. All the issues mentioned
end up extracted from the taxpayer
without their knowledge. Exposing
Jose Alvarado his not being able / willing to attend to his responsibility as the
Yonkers Clerk; exposing the Yonkers
Board of Education Board of Trustees
their error to extending Yonkers Superintendent School Supervisor Bernard
Pierorazio a contract for 6 years when it
could only be valid for a maximum of 5
years, among so much more.
No matter how one may attempt
to slice and dice this situation, it must
be remembered that these issues are not
the construct of media; they happen
under a strong mayor form of government whose weak demeanor cannot be
hidden behind opaque castle walls easily pierced by Mayor Mike Spano’s draconian controls that only go to distract
good governance and create overtime
where it need not be.
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elections when the Republicans won an
undisputed majority and Senator Skelos regained the President Pro Tempore
position. Pedro Espada was defeated
in a 2010 primary and has since been
convicted of felonies. Fellow “amigo”
Senator Hiram Monserrate was expelled from the senate by his colleagues
and Senator Carl Kruger was also
convicted of a felony, which automatically vacated his seat. Andrew Cuomo
became Governor in January 2011 and
the legislature has since been relatively
productive. (budget on time, marriage
equality, property tax cap, pension tier
six, tax-code reform)
However, on the first day of the
session, 2011, four other Democratic
Senators announced that they would
caucus apart from the rest of the minority. Although not publicly demanding patronage, they decided to set
their own agenda and not follow the
minority leadership. A thorn in the
Democratic Caucus’s side for two years,
they have voted aye on the Governor’s
program issues. How the new group
will interact with existing leadership
remains unclear.
There is, however, reason for
guarded optimism today, partly because
there will now be a fourth man in the
notorious room, and partly because the
worst scoundrels are now gone, either
defeated, convicted or both.
Henry J. Stern is the founder and president
of New York Civic.
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Letting Money Get the Best of Us
been caught illegally drugging horses
3,800 times, a vast underestimate of
the problem considering how few
horses are actually tested. Why do we
overlook the fact that many racehorses are pumped full of drugs, forced to
run long distances at a young age, and
often die of broken bones or heart
attacks on the track? It is time that
we help protect horses from people’s
desires for economic profit.
The desire for money is the root
of many problems in horseracing.
In order to increase race attendance,
racetracks have added casino gambling to their operations, resulting
in higher purses. This provides an
incentive for trainers to enter horses
that are not ready to race. Trainers
also push horses beyond their limits
from a very young age with the hopes
of having the next winner of the

Kentucky Derby, Preakness, or the
Belmont Stakes, as these races can
generate millions of dollars in profit.
People start training their horses between one to one and a half years old
in order to be contenders in the major races. However, at that age, horses
are not physically mature. Training
horses before they have matured can
cause common racing problems like
lower-limb ailments and injuries.
Early training also reduces the average horse’s lifespan from mid- twenties to about six years old. In addition,
if a horse is not generating revenue, it
could be one of the 10,000 racehorses
that are shipped across United States
borders to slaughterhouses every year.
After Eight Belles died in 2008,
Congress received promises from the
racing industry to make the sport safer. While safety measures like bans on

NFL–National Fatball League

bludgeoned by a phalanx of speeding
meat and gristle. The body flips in the
air and lands on the back of its neck as
the oval pigskin bounces to an erratic
tempo along the green mat. Another
tumultuous roar signals the perverse
gratification from the sadistic assemblage as the intended receiver gets up
slowly, massaging his neck and wobbling toward the sideline.
It’s all in a day’s work for these
recreational symbols of America’s love
affair with violence. Armchair quarterbacks stuff themselves with fat food
and beer, while yelling strategy at the
images on the tube, images that are
getting larger every year. Research indicates that the NFL has six times as
many 300-pounders as a decade ago.
Not only have linemen gotten bigger
each season, so have running backs,
linebackers and safeties. The prototypical receiver runs like a sprinter
and looks like a tight end. While size
and speed have made the game more
spectacular, an increasing number of
medical experts and players wonder
if there is a price to pay. The law of
physics makes it quite evident that
an increase in mass causes additional
stress on the body. The collisions that
result are more violent and cause more
bodily harm. The cultural norm of the
league has become, bigger is better.
Therefore, a 285-pound lineman is
considered inadequate. The minimum
industry standard is 300. As a result,
these walking walls are forced to gorge

By AVERY WAITE
In 2008, thoroughbred
racehorse Eight Belles
finished second in the
Kentucky Derby, one
of the world’s most
prestigious horseraces. However,
shortly after crossing the finish line,
she collapsed in pain from two broken ankles and was euthanized on
the track. A similar fate beheld Ruffian in 1975, Barbaro in 2006, and
Raspberry Kiss in 2009. While these
stories are well known, many people
fail to realize how often these events
occur. On average, 24 horses die each
week at American racetracks. Many
horses are drugged to block the pain
they feel or to increase performance
while they race. Since 2009, the injury incident rate has increased and
trainers at United States tracks have

anabolic steroids have been enacted,
assessing their impact has been difficult because many tracks do not keep
accurate accident figures. While there
are many people who take great care
of their horses, there are others who
severely mistreat them. To improve
the current situation, stronger regulations must be implemented concerning the use of drugs in horseracing.
In England, horses cannot race on
drugs, and breakdown rates are half
of what they are in the United States.
Therefore, banning drugs in races is
a good first step towards providing
better lives for racehorses. Gambling
at racetracks should also be monitored and reduced. If there were not
so much at stake, trainers would not
feel the need to risk horses’ lives by
forcing unfit horses to race. Finally,
we should limit the number of races
a horse can run every year. This would
decrease the stress placed on these
young horses bodies that are not
fully matured. It would also lessen the

number of deaths that occur on the
racetracks each year by giving horses
longer breaks between races.
What I have learned to love most
about horses since I began riding at
age seven, and what I miss about
them now that I am in college, is the
bond that we are able to form with
them. They are so powerful and can
easily harm people, yet when treated
with care and respect, they are eager
to do their best for us. Unfortunately,
many people take advantage of the
trust that horses instill in us. It is our
responsibility to ensure that horses
have the best quality of life. In order to prevent horses from suffering
a similar fate to that of Eight Belles,
we must stand up for horses and help
make the sport of horseracing safer
and more humane.

themselves with marathon bouts of
cholesterol-laden junk food in order
to swell those already bulbous bodies
to the limits of their skin’s elasticity,
or risk their starting positions. Ultimately, these human tanks will end up
with crippling injuries and be put out
to pasture, or they’ll retire with an obesity predicament accompanied by high
cholesterol and high blood pressure
problems that will be nearly impossible to overcome. Yet, these modern
day warriors spend little time thinking
about the incipient ailments and their
arthritic future because the imminent
illusion of glory is infinitely more at-

tractive than the long-term recognition of reality.

Avery Waite grew up in Bronxville, NY,
and Rye, NY. She is nineteen years old
and a sophomore at Duke University.

WEIR ONLY HUMAN

By BOB WEIR
They glared at each
other through metal
bars while chomping down on the wet,
rubbery mouthpiece.
Sweat dripped from their chinstraps
as they dug in their heels and listened
to the count. “Hut, hut, hut,” the leader
said just before the snap. When the ball
was handed over, a couple of thousand
pounds of muscle, fat, and bone went
on a collision course in two directions.
A line of Brahma Bulls rammed into
each other, pushing, bumping, growling, and struggling to earn a few feet
or a few inches of valuable turf in their
dogged pursuit of yardage. These leviathans of the gridiron are the modern versions of the Roman gladiators
that provided entertainment for the
emperor and his army. The coliseums
are the stadiums where thousands of
bloodthirsty Neanderthals scream,
spit, curse and demand ever increasing levels of violence from the trained
beasts below. Over-bloated eating
machines weighing 350 pounds each,
waddle back to the line, bend over
and lean helmet-to-helmet against
their equally gargantuan opponents.
The crowd draws a breath and waits
quietly for another signal, and another
bone-crushing moment. The ball is

handed off and the runner advances
a few yards before being slammed by
a couple of freight trains dressed in
jerseys with numbers on the back. A
few more cars pile atop the flattened
runner and a whistle blows, indicating
that no further carnage is allowed.
The deafening roar of the crowd
subsides as the gluttonous spectators bask in the orgasmic glow of
violence, and wait for the next climax. One by one, referees and teammates, giving breathing space to the
guy on the bottom, disentangle the
mountain of humanity. Suddenly, it
becomes clear that he is not getting
up. Coaches and medical personnel
rush out onto the field and examine
the twitching figure. The fans are getting impatient and begin booing. “Get
him outta there and get on with the
game,” shouts a green-faced primate,
wiping foam from his lips. The mop
up crew darts onto the field, plops its
writhing cargo aboard the stretcher
and races toward the locker rooms.
An obligatory applause erupts as the
body disappears from sight and mind,
allowing the greedy-eyed fans to focus
on the next assault. Another huddle,
another clash of titans, and the eggshaped leather missile is hurled toward a runner downfield. Several pairs
of grasping hands reach for the twirling trophy just before the recipient is

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of
which were performed in plainclothes undercover assignments. Bob began a writing career about 12 years ago and had his
first book published in 1999. Bob went on
to write and publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in Black and White,” “City
to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of
Life and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He
also became a syndicated columnist under
the title “Weir Only Human.”

C L A S S I F I ED A D S

Office Space AvailablePrime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca:
914.632.1230

Prime Retail Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq.
Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store
$1200.

LE G A L A D S
Michael Hill Media LLC arts filed 7/20/2012. Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY
designated agency LLC whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process
to c/o The LLC, 160 Underhill Ave. #2, West Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: All legal
activities.

Notice of Formation
Xquisite Coffee Plantation LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 6/11/2012. Off.
Loc.:Westchester Cnty. SSNY designated as agent of LLC whom process may be
served SSNY shall mail process to: c/o The LLC, 12 Steven Dr., Unit 10, Ossining,
NY 10562.Purpose: all lawful activities. Lastest date LLC to dissolve: No specific
date.
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When was the last time
you dealt with
Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest
interest rates available in the marketplace.
• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

Lexington Capital Associates, LLC.
240 North Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10801
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806
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