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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

I took the girls to a Yankee
game last week, the tickets were
free, but it still cost us $100
with parking and a few snacks,
not to worry this week’s paper is
still free, so sit back and enjoy this economyminded edition of “News and Notes…”
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the
family of the late Justice Kevin Quaranta who
served as Bedford’s Town Justice since 2004
until he passed away unexpectedly last month
at the age of 56. Former Bedford Supervisor
John R. Dinin has been sworn in to take over
until the end of 2012.
Make a special trip to the Chappaqua
Farmer’s Market this Saturday August 25th to
support a truly worthy cause. Greeley High
School grad Cerianne Robertson (’09) will be
selling second-hand books at the Chappaqua
Farmers Market to raise money for Circle of
Women, a student-run nonprofit group that
builds and supports girls’ secondary schools
around the world. Stop by the market to
browse books, bring your kids for free face
painting, and learn about Circle of Women’s
work with a Malawian school. Buy great
books at bargain prices and support girls’
education in Malawi.
Hospice & Palliative Care of Westchester
is celebrating their 20th anniversary of
providing services to patients and families
throughout the Westchester Community.
Congratulations and thanks for all great work
they do.
Bob Dylan is set to perform and reopen
the Capitol Theatre in Port Chester on
September 4th.
The Westchester County Clerk’s mobile
passport office rolls into the Mount Pleasant
Community Center in Valhalla on September
6th.
The Peekskill Rotary Club will host its
42nd Annual Horse Show and Country Fair
Sept. 22-23 at the Blue Mt. Reservation on
Welcher Avenue just off Route 9. Admission
and parking are free and the show will be
rain or shine. The show is the only one in
Westchester County with both English and
Western riding classes (are English riding
trails on the left side? There will be pony and
hay rides, a country fair and craft market,
bouncy castles and slide rides for the children.
On the food front, they will be serving burgers,
hot dogs, chicken, sausage and peppers,
fries, beverages, ice cream and pretzels. The
Cortlandt Masonic Lodge 34 will once again
offer a child ID Program providing parents at

no charge with a CD including a child’s photo
and background data to help law enforcement
agencies more quickly recover a missing child.
Our cats wanted me to mention this…the
Hudson Valley Pet Food Pantry has moved
to the Ridgeview Congregational Church
in White Plains. The pantry has distributed
around 30,000 pounds of pet food to more
than 165 clients.
Miller Field at Pace University’s
Pleasantville campus will be transformed into
Denmark as Shakespeare’s Globe presents
“Hamlet” on September 28-30th.
The key words here are moderately strenuous… August marks the start of Bedford
Audubon’s annual autumn Chestnut Ridge
Hawkwatch – now in its third decade. The
Hawkwatch platform, located at The Nature
Conservancy’s Arthur Butler Sanctuary in
Katonah, is open to the public and will be
monitored daily from 9am to 5pm until
December 1st, weather permitting. The 2012
Hawkwatch Team consists of Genevieve
Rozhon, Hawkwatch Counter; Angela
Woodside, Hawkwatch Intern; and Tait
Johansson, Naturalist-in-Residence. You can
visit the Hawkwatch at any time. There is a
moderately strenuous 10-12-minute climb to
the hawkwatch platform.
Blood donations are down during the
summer months, so to help adjust for the
shortages, the Pleasantville Volunteer Fire
Department will host a Summer Blood Drive
at the Fire House on August 29th, donors from
all over the county are welcome to stop by, call
914-747-2408 for more information.
Westchester Community College in
Valhalla has been awarded a $300,000
National Endowment for the Humanities to
establish a Humanities Institute.
I’m not sure how my wife gets her new
eatery inside information, but according to
her sources, a new restaurant the Dawg House
will soon open its doors on Bedford Road in
Pleasantville.
Here’s some swinging news…a new
playground at Cortlandt Waterfront Park
featuring aviation themed climbing structures
will open on August 23rd.
I thought tagging along on a family shopping trip for back to school supplies might be
fun, wow, didn’t know the shopping included
wardrobe and electronics…thank goodness
pencils are still a good buy…see you next
week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York,
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate,
Amanda, and Claire.
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CREATIVE DISRUPTION

“Send This To Everybody You Know”
By JOHN F. McMULLEN

A good friend of mine
just sent me an e-mail
warning me about the
dangers of turning on
my car air conditioner
without opening the windows first.
The email explained that the car’s
dashboard, seats, vents, etc. all contain
“Benzene, a Cancer causing toxin” and
that my keeping the windows closed
with the air conditioning on would
cause me to put my life in danger as “In
addition to causing cancer, Benzene
poisons your bones, causes anemia and
reduces white blood cells. Prolonged
exposure will cause Leukemia and
increases the risk of some cancers. It
can also cause miscarriages in pregnant
females.” Pretty scary stuff, huh?
The e-mail also said, in part,
“please pass this on to as many people
as possible.”The writer appealed to the
recipients’ sense of morality by adding
“Thought: ”When someone shares
something of value with you and you
benefit from it, you have a moral obligation to share it with others.” Past
recipients of the warning had obviously
done that because I could see that four
people had already passed this on to
the hundreds of e-mail addresses that I
saw on the email that I received.
In the event that any of the recipients had any doubts about the accuracy
of the information, the writer pointed
out that he had vetted the story with
Snopes (http://www.snopes.com),
an online site well known for exposing

fraudulent e-mail “urban legends.”
People were sending notes to all of
the hundreds of recipients praising the
originator for his possible life saving
notifications. I took a slightly different
tact, writing the following:
Here are the rules:
If someone sends you something
with the admonition to “Send it to all
your friends,” DON’T! 99% are spam
scams.
If you feel that it is so important
that you must send it, check it out by
going to www.snopes.com -- do not
believe the author who tells you, as this
one did, that he has checked it out. If
you go to Snopes and check it out, you
will see “FALSE.”
If you pass anything on, delete all
e-mail addresses in the message -- you
put those people at risk. Spammers and
scammers make these things up just
to collect e-mail addresses (figuring
that they will get the message back at
some point and that the people who
believe this drivel might want to buy a
bridge.) If you are sending any e-mail
to a bunch of people who don’t know
each other, you should always use “bcc”
rather than “cc” -- that will hide e-mail
addresses.
Sound harsh? He’s an old and
good friend and, hopefully, he won’t
take offense BUT this is a much more
serious issue than it might seem. At
best case, it simply creates tremendous
amount of “spam” which both slows
the Internet and causes mail servers
all over to be storing a lot of nonsense,

which may result in higher customer
rates. It also, of course, has gullible
recipients behaving in unneeded
fashion (admittedly not a big deal in
this case).
However, there can be much
more going on here – the original
e-mail which may go to thousands and
thousands of recipients may contain a
virus or worm. Many Internet users do
not keep their virus definitions up to
date and may become infected – or the
virus may be too new to be in the definitions and just slip through the crack.
If a virus, it may be benign (and
just be annoying by popping up slogans
as you try to work), really malevolent
(by destroying files), or insidious (the
type that will hide and steal your IDs
and, perhaps, passwords and send
them off to the originator and/or your
address book and send the virus off to
all your contacts). The insidious viruses
are often the basis for the spam mail
that we get, informing us that our
Yahoo, Gmail, or AOL account has
been compromised and telling us to
sign into to a special address to verify
our password – if you do and the original virus didn’t get your password, the
spammer surely has it now.
Even if the original spam did
not contain a virus, there is always the
chance (as I mentioned above in the
communication to my friend) that
the spam will return to the spammer
who will then select out all the Yahoo
addresses (and Gmail, Hotmail, and
AOL ones) for mailing of the scam

e-mails.
Once people bite on the password
scam, the scammer will change the
password on the account and now has
complete control both of the account
and the associated address book. Many
on the Internet have received the
e-mail from a “friend” who hadn’t told
you that she/he was out of the country
and was robbed in Kenya, Pakistan,
Spain, the UK, etc. – the American
Embassy was very helpful and will
get the victim home but the person’s
luggage is locked up in her / his hotel
room and will not be released until
the room is paid for – and the victim’s
credit cards were stolen and ‘maxed
out” – if you wire off a few hundred
dollars to get the luggage, you will be
paid immediately when the victim hits
the States. Luckily, the requests are
usually written in such poor English
that they are not credible – but I do
know of people who have sent money
and then were extremely angry with
the victim of the hacking!
Another variant on this type of
scam is one in which the person who
has gained access to your account
doesn’t “take it over” but rather just
reads all your old e-mail to find if you
have a banking account with Chase,
TD, CitiCorp, etc. and, if so, sends a
very official looking e-mail with the
appropriate logo on top telling you
that your account has been compromised and that you must sign on to
a special address and furnish your
account number and pin to keep the
account open – if you do, the sucking
sound that you will soon hear will be
all funds being drained from your

account via electronic transfer to an
off-shore account. I had a student
who fell for this and lost $1,500 (he
should have known better as he was
a computer professional) – the bank
eventually made it up to him but it put
a real crimp in his vacation plans.
The point of all this is that there
are people in this great cyberworld
who do things like this on a regular
basis – either to just prove that they are
smarter than you or to create havoc or
for financial gain. At a minimum, they
increase the traffic on the Internet; at
a maximum, they injure you in some
way. Just as we must be vigilant to
the impact that technology may have
on our careers, we must be cognizant
of the personal dangers it presents to
us. Do not shy away from its use –
but constantly educate yourself on its
dangers!
Creative Disruption is a
continuing series examining the
impact of constantly accelerating technology on the world around us. These
changers normally happen under our
personal radar until we find that the
world as we knew it is no more.
John F.McMullen has been involved
in technology for over 40 years and has
written about it for major publications. He may be found on Facebook
and his current non-technical writing, a
novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New &
Collected Poems by johnmac the bard” are
available on Amazon. He is a professor
at Purchase College and has previously
taught at Monroe College, Marist College,
and the New School for Social Research.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Scratching Sensibilities with Animation
By SHERIF AWAD

Social media, like
Facebook, Twitter
and YouTube have

become strong tools not only in
advertising and promotion but
also in reflecting the turmoil of a
nation, perhaps creating a deriv-

ative of bias given further expression in public opinion. Everybody knows that Facebook and
Twitter played major roles in the

Arab Spring revolutions, especially in Egypt. We Are All Khaled
Said, a Facebook page created by
Google’s Middle East representative, Wael Ghonim, extolled. It
is said to have been the trigger
effect behind the January 25th
revolution. Amateurish videos
recorded by cell phones and uploaded on YouTube documented
the daily struggles of the Egyptian revolutionists until Mubarak
said his farewell.
One of the most noticed
videos, done through professional tools, was the channel
called Kharabeesh Cartoons that
made fun of daily sociopolitical
turmoil and political figures in

Ashraf Hamdy
a highly sarcastic manner using
the bittersweet Egyptian sense of
humor, infused as it is with the
Oriental and Western cultural
Continued on page 5

THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 2012

Page 5

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Scratching Sensibilities with Animation

Super Morsy

Abou Ismail

Shafeek vs. Morsy, Street Fighter Style.
Continued from page 4
character in the Street Fighter
heritage. No one was safe from Video Game playing against
Kharabeesh’s jokes. Egyptian Ahmed Shafiq, who lost the presjournalist Mostapha Bakry who idential race. Kharabeesh, which
was portrayed as a drummer, re- in Arabic means “scratches”, has
flecting the Egyptian slang of a portrayed many figures from the
man who changes bias and can entertainment world, actors such
sing and a dance for anybody in as Ghassan Mattar who always
the nick of time; a political cha- plays a villainous Mafioso-type,
meleon. During the presidential among others, comes to mind.
I went in search of Ashraf
election, one of the candidates,
Hamdy,
creator of the cartoons
Salah Abou-Ismail, a Salafi adseries,
who
graciously responded
herent, was portrayed as a spirit
haunting a young man wherever to my inquiries by email despite
he goes. The two final candidates his busy schedule of uploading a
Morsi, the now current Egyptian daily competitive creative effort
president, was portrayed like a on YouTube during the month

of Ramadan that concluded last
week.
AWAD: How did the Kharabeesh Company start? And
why was this name chosen?
HAMDY: Kharabeesh is an
Arab company that was founded
in 2008, in Amman, Jordan; expanded in Tunis, Tunisia in 2010;
and finally, came to Cairo, Egypt,
and the Arab Gulf in 2011. It
is a production and distribution
company aiming to create an
Arab entertainment industry on
Mostapha Bakry
the Internet coming from our erate with a number of creative work of a number of artists
reality and our cultural heritage young musicians who go beyond through YouTube browsing, with
while presenting and offering traditional music and sentimen- a focus to gather the best creative
bold and unprecedented ideas tal lyrics to present contempo- works under one umbrella.
in reflecting the desires of Arab rary music and new content. • Kharabeesh Street: A gatheryouth in change and develop- Their songs are broadcasted on ing place for talented and crement. Kharabeesh (Scratches) their channels, which are inter- ative young people in addition to
carries meanings of freedom, twined with the main Khara- media figures.
AWAD: Who is Ashraf Hamspontaneity and love of experi- beesh network.
mentation, so we chose those • Tahshish (Drugs): A channel dy? What were you doing before
synonyms to reflect our prac- whose comic content is inspired Kharabeesh?
tice. Our films are continuous by modern Arab culture and HAMDY: I was born in Giza,
Egypt, in 1982, and I have a Bachexperiments in which we place Arab youth.
new ideas and topics that no one • Rosoom (Drawings): Through elor of Dental Surgery from Cairo
could tackle before with the free- our most recent Kharabeesh University, earned in 2005.
dom and diversity we bring to channel, we aim to publish the
Continued on page 6
those concerns.
AWAD: Besides
Commercial • Industrial
the socio-political
& Residential Services
cartoons,
what
other projects do
Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
you have?
Home Clean-up Containers
HAMDY: There
are different netTurn-key Demolition Services
works in the company, each with a
DEC Licensed Transfer Station
range of programs,
presentations and
DEP Licensed Rail Serve
short films. NameTransfer & Recycling Services
ly, they are:
Licensed Demolition Contractor
• Kharabeesh Cartoons: A collection
Locally Owned & Operated
of Arab short films
Radio Dispatched
and series Arab
cartoon shorts, creFully Insured - Free Estimates
ated by professional
and motivated staff
On Site Document Destruction
of artists, which are
then broadcast on
Same Day Roll Off Service
the Internet and
If You Call By Noon
mobile phones.
• Dawsha Music
www.citycarting.net
(Loud
Music):
City Carting of Westchester • Somers Sanitation
Away from the
commercial world
B & S Carting • AAA Paper Recycling • Bria Carting • CRP Sanitation
of art and music,
Kharabeesh coop- 800.872.7405 • 8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT • 203.324.4090
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screen. Because I do most of the
tasks all by myself, like designing
the characters and backgrounds,
installation, editing and vocals, it
is difficult to come up with perfect work near the end. However,
we are in a continuous learning
process every day. The great thing
about Kharabeesh is the final film
is out immediately online in contrast to the work of any other company that may take a year or more
after the end of its completion. So
feedback is fast, and ameliorating
our work is faster; learning from
our own mistakes.
As for the soundtracks, we had no
one who could author music in our
Cairo Office until now because
music composers are rather expensive. So sometimes, I take the
liberty of implementing it myself,
despite not being a professional
musician, or adapting tracks from
other works without conflicting
with intellectual copyright.
In some works such as Abou Is-

mail, I did not use music, except
in the clinic scene where I adapted
some classical music fitting the atmosphere of a psychotherapy session. Sometimes, silence is more
effective. Music was more relevant
in other works such as when I used
the famous Superman theme by
John Williams in SCAF, Omar
Soliman, and Super Morsy.

Castelli Tours Progress of $26 Million AMVETS Bridge Rehab

hotline as part of “Operation Pothole”
which led to the resurfacing of several
state roads in the district. He is also
well known for his intervention which
helped finish the Route 120 Staff
Sergeant Kyu Hyuk Chay Memorial
Bridge in Chappaqua.
“As the Governor’s coordinated
New York Works plan to reinvigorate
our bridge, infrastructure progresses,
we are now focusing on a new, streamlined public-private partnership
approach, which has helped create jobs
and put people back to work,” Castelli
said. “We have also saved taxpayer
dollars by instituting design-build
framework for DOT projects, which
will also be a boon to the upcoming
work on the Tappan Zee Bridge.”
For real-time travel information, call 511 or visit www.511NY.
org. Project information is also available at https://www.dot.ny.gov/
tspnewcroton.

Scratching Sensibilities with Animation
Continued from page 5

Since my first year of college, I
began working as a cartoonist for
many newspapers, magazines, and
some TV shows, such as Sabah
El-Kheir, Ahram, Rose Al-Youssef,
Al-Dostor, Al-Kahera Al-Youm, on
Orbit TV, and Caricature, published by the Egyptian Cartoon
Group, were I also became a member. I have also had work posted on
websites like www.Masrawy.com
and www.Mashy.com.
I have participated in many local
and international caricature exhibitions and competitions and won
several awards including the prize
for the Best Caricature in South
Korea in 2006.
AWAD: Are there any major
projects outside of the Internet
environment, like a feature animation film, or a series of standard 26 minutes length, in your
creative future interests?

HAMDY: No, we are committed
to the entertainment industry on
the Internet
AWAD: Did you face any censorship, criticism or even threats?
HAMDY: No!
AWAD: Tell us about some of
the techniques and stages of development required in creating
a short cartoon of yours. What
kind of software do you use?
HAMDY: There are many stages
but the first and most important
is the brainstorming with and
among the group of artists engaged in the preparation and setup
of ideas and programs. Afterwards,
we initiate production; writing the
texts based on the ideas, creating
the characters and recording the
vocals of the characters. We continue to create storyboards and
drawings, synchronizing the vocals and sound effects. Finally, we
upload everything on our website

and on the YouTube channel. Regarding software, we use, Adobe
Illustrator, Flash, Photoshop, Aftereffects, Media Encoder, Sony
Vegas, and others.
AWAD: Some of the work (such
as a mockery of candidate Hazem Abu Ismail and the tagline
from his campaign “we will live
with dignity”, missed the fast
pacing and the soundtrack. Your
comments...
HAMDY: About the rhythm of
Abou Ismail cartoon, it was a very
complicated film to make because
there were many disparate locations. The story was about a young
man who finds posters of Abou
Ismail everywhere, on the Internet, in his kitchen, in his fridge
and across the street, which drives
him to go to a psychiatrist only to
be shocked that he is Abou Ismail,
too. So he jumps from the window.
I spent days in drawing the very
large number of backgrounds that
appears for a few seconds on the

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad
is a film / video critic and curator.
He is the film editor of Egypt Today
Magazine (www.EgyptToday.com),
and the artistic director for both the
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt,
and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in
The Netherlands. He also contributes
to Variety, in the United States, and is
the film critic of Variety Arabia (http://
varietyarabia.com/), in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) and
The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

DEVELOPMENT

NEW
CASTLE,
NY
-Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli is
pleased to announce the $26 million
project to rehabilitate the northbound
Taconic State Parkway Bridge over the
New Croton Reservoir is progressing
as scheduled. He toured the bridge
yesterday with representatives of
the New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT).
“Tutor Perini Construction,
Governor Andrew Cuomo and
Commissioner Joan McDonald
should be commended for the first-rate
work that is going on to rehabilitate
the AMVETS Bridge on the Taconic
Parkway,” Castelli said. “I thank them
for arranging this tour, and I am happy
to report that bridge will be open on
schedule, which will ultimately give us
a bridge for the 21st Century here in
Northen Westchester.”
“When complete, our bridge
restoration project will provide a
smoother ride and improve safety for
thousands of travelers,” NYSDOT
Commissioner Joan McDonald said.
“While I am pleased the project is
going smoothly I urge the traveling
public to observe reduced speed limits
through the construction zone, and

L-R: A Tutor Perini employee, Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli and
NYSDOT Region 8 Acting Regional Director Bill Gorton tour the
progress of the AMVETS bridge rehabilitation project on the Taconic
State Parkway Northbound, near Pinesbridge Road in New Castle.
Photo by and courtesy of the Office of Assemblyman Robert Castelli’s.
allow for extra time to get to your
destination.”
Except for the arches, the old
bridge has been demolished. The
contractor has completed the installation of the new steel and is completing
preparation to pour the bridge deck.
The first concrete pour for the bridge

deck is anticipated to begin next week.
Critical work that remains includes
pouring the new bridge deck, installing
guide and bridge rail, paving of the
bridge approaches, and striping the
new bridge surface.
After the bridge and all travel
lanes have been re-established, the

two temporary crossovers and ramp
at Pines Bridge Road will be removed.
Remaining work will include restoration of the crossover areas, bridge
painting, and project landscaping.
Although the northbound bridge will
be reopened this fall, the project in its
entirety will be complete by May, 2013.
The section of the parkway that
crosses over the reservoir is a sixlane divided highway, with separate
bridge spans carrying the north and
southbound lanes over the water. The
northbound bridge, built in 1931 and
rehabilitated in 1989, carries more
than 32,000 vehicles per day. During
the closure, northbound traffic has
been re-routed onto the southbound
span, with two travel lanes in each
direction.
Tutor Perini Corporation of New
Rochelle, Westchester County is the
project contractor. The northbound
bridge has been closed since March
26, 2012. Northbound traffic will be
restored by early November.
Castelli has always taken a “hands
on” approach when it comes to transportation issues. He personally tours
roadways in the district following
storms, and even set up a pothole

Editor’s
note:
For
high-resolution, up-close photos of this
exclusive tour of the bridge’s progress,
please visit https://picasaweb.google.
com/113250970612012383894/
TouringTheAMVETSBridge
Progress. Photo credit to Assemblyman
Castelli’s office.
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Appellate Court Upholds Lower Court Order Requiring Yonkers to Maintain Minimum Firefighting Manning Requirements
YONKERS, NY –The Appellate
Division Second Department unanimously denied a request by the City
of Yonkers to appeal a temporary
restraining order (TRO) by State
Supreme Court Justice John R. La
Cava ordering the city to have a
minimum of 57 firefighters on duty at
all times to protect the city. Their decision was made on Friday, August 17,
2012.
On July 31 the city had attempted
to unilaterally cut back the number of
firefighters per shift by ordering Fire

Department management (General
Order 12-12) to ignore its own
minimum safe staffing requirements.
The city’s plan could have resulted in
as few as 48 firefighters on duty and
the removal of 2 fire companies from
service.
The Yonkers Fire Department is
the primary provider of pre-hospital
emergency care with firefighters
trained as Certified Emergency First
Responders. Often firefighters are
the first to respond to medical emergencies including heart attacks and

How 20 Seconds Dragged Into 22 Months
forth an investigation by Westchester
Back in October of County District Attorney Janet
2010, The Westchester DiFiore’s office and the convening of
Guardian reported on a Grand Jury. In the end, Officer Hess
the shooting death of was cleared of any wrongdoing, as was
Pace University student Mount Pleasant Police Officer Russ
and football player Danroy DJ Henry Beckley, who had fired the secondary
after a bar fight broke out at the now shot. In the meantime, there have been
private citioutVol. IVofNO XLXXV
business Finnegan’s Grill in other shooting death of Thursday,
October 28, 2010
Westchester’s
Most Influential
zens by lawWeekly
enforcement agencies and
Thornwood, New York.
What should

By NANCY KING

PRESORTED
STANDARD
PERMIT #3036
WHITE PLAINS NY

20 Seconds

The Hezitorial: Political Heat Wave By Hezi Aris... Page 2; HalloweenTech; A Fantasy Tale By Gail Farrelly... Page 6;
Police Presence in Downtown New Rochelle is “Crucial” By Peggy Godfrey... Page 8; A Tribute to Veterans By Col. Arthur
DeRuve... Page 8; Foodchester: Orfino’s - Fine Gold found in Briacliff Manor By Hezi Aris... Page 12; Monroe College Explore
How Hispanics Embrace Social Network Tools By Rob Seitz... Page 12; Taking on Student Stress, the Education System, and
“Teaching to the Test”... Page 14; The Public Service Commission, United Water of New Rochelle, and the Village of Bronxville
By May C. Marvin... Page 16; The Revitalization of Larchmont By Bary Alyssa Johnson... Page 17; Nuremberg Indictment Day
By Prof. John Q. Barrett... Page 18; 20 Seconds By Nancy King... Page 19; Ed Koch Movie Reviews: “Mao’s Last Dancer” and
“Inside Job”... Page 24; The Sounds of Blue: Santana-Guitar Heaven By Bob Putignano... Page 27; Ed Koch Commentary:
Canada Appears More Protective of Its Children By Edward I. Koch... Page 28; Than Is the U.S. New York Civic: A New Low By
Henry J. Stern... Page 29; Weir Only Human: Don’t Tug on Superman’s Cape By Bob Weir... Page 30; Statement By Senator
Andrea Stewart-Cousins... Coup Attempt to Depose Yonkers Conservative Committee Falters By Hezi Aris... Page 31; Air Force
Association commences Cybersecurity Competition By Bary Alyssa Johnson... Page 33; Republican Candidate for Attorney
General Don Donovan; How Does He Measure Up By Jeffrey Deskovic... Page 34’; Legal Notices... Page 36

have been a homecoming celebration that seems to point to the alarming
party that weekend turned out to be a trend and inference that police will
melee of underage drinking that cost use deadly force rather than good
a 20 year old his life. In the course of common sense when they are called to
20 seconds, DJ Henry was told to volatile situations.
This week,the Henry family began
move his car by one police officer and
stop his car by another. In what was to hear depositions from Pleasantville
an apparent moment www.westchesterguardian.com
of panic fueled Police Officer Aaron Hess in what
by the afternoon’s alcohol, Henry did begins the Federal Civil Trial of their
move his car in an attempt to leave wrongful death suit. Although The
only to end up with Pleasantville Police Westchester Guardian no longer receives
Officer Aaron Hess on the hood of his any press notices (we don’t know why),
car and Hess firing a shot through the we did hear about the depositions and
windshield that would be the cause of went to the Federal Court House in
White Plains. 22 Months after those
Henry’s demise.
The ensuing months brought miserable 20 seconds of October 17,

strokes where they stabilize victims
before turning the patients over to
alcohol in his stomach rather than the
large amount earlier reported when he
hit Officer Hess; the son who would
have been 22 and a college graduate by
now and on the road to a career; the
son who was left to bleed out on a sidewalk, handcuffed and facedown for at
least fifteen minutes following those
deadly 20 seconds.
The Federal depositions and
subsequent trial will undoubtedly give
the Henry’s some of the answers they

paramedics for further treatment and
transport to the hospital.
“This is a victory for the public
safety of those living, working and
visiting Yonkers as well as its firefighters,” said Barry McGoey,
president of Yonkers Firefighters Local
628. “Public safety is more important
than furthering one’s political agenda.”
A full hearing is scheduled for
August 30 at State Supreme Court in
White Plains.

need and are so desperately owed. The
thin, blue wall of silence that is all too
common in every district attorney’s
office in America will be trumped
by federal magistrates and they are
way too busy to play Mayberry RFD
with a local DA’s office. The truth
is out there… it’s always been there,
but justice is slow and methodical
and usually gets the job done. Justice
also wears a blindfold and that’s not

2010, haven’t erased the pain of the
Henry family. 22 months later, though
they stood on the steps of the courthouse with resolve in their statement
of finding the truth of that night, the
Henry’s are exhausted. 22 months is a
long time to wait to hear that Officer
Hess now thinks he may have “lunged”
at the car rather than his initial testiContinued on page 8
mony that he had
just stepped in front
of DJ’s vehicle to
get him to stop.
Depositions from
Mount
Pleasant
Police
Officer
Beckley, as well
as those from
Mount
Pleasant
Police Chief Lou
Alagno, and former
Pleasantville Police
Chief
Anthony
Chiarlitti,
are
expected to be
deposed in the
coming
weeks.
Due to a scheduling conflict by all
parties, depositions
will not be resuming
If you meet this criteria, call to have a FREE Solar Analysis
until a few weeks
from now.
Completed. Roof Diagnostics Solar will be installing
By then the
Henry Family will
be into the 23rd
call before its too late.
month
without
their son; a son who
lost his life during a
20 second miscomIt's not just your roof, It's our reputation
munication and the
son who may have
WC24767-H12
WG Aug 2012
only had a trace of
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50 FREE Solar Systems this Summer -

Roof Diagnostics Inc.
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How 20 Seconds
Dragged Into 22
Months
Continued from page 7

because she doesn’t want to see who
is committing an injustice against
whomever. Her blindfold signifies
that it doesn’t matter. What matters

is that a young man was shot by the
police and left to die and the more
evidence that is introduced supports
the claim that this incident shouldn’t
have ended in a tragedy. This case and
others like it have become lightning
rods of polarity because a white officer
shot and killed a young man of color.
Justice doesn’t care about that; she cares
about righting a wrong. Unfortunately
both sides have made this case, and
others like it a case of racism. When
you pin your hopes on the race card,
you often times lose.
It has been nearly 24 months….2
years since DJ Henry was shot and
killed. By the time the trial gets under
way it will be 24 months. By the time
the trial is over it will be way past the
two-year mark. Those 20 seconds
of mayhem in Thornwood cost the
Henry family their son, hopefully two
months in a federal courthouse will
pay them back with some answers.
To read the previous articles on the
Danroy Henry case, please follow the
hyperlink: http://www.westchesterguardian.com/assets/10_28_fin.pdf
Nancy King is a freelance investigative

reporter; a resident of White Plains,
New York.
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MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

The Bourne Legacy (+)
Those who are part of the Bourne
cult may be disappointed that Matt
Damon does not appear in this film
except by reference and a photograph. I think they will be enthralled,
however, with this new development
and look forward to the sequels that
surely will follow. It is a first-rate
action movie.
Not recalling all of the details of
the previous pictures did not interfere
with my enjoying this one. It requires
one to suspend belief in reality,
however, and accept extraordinary,
nonpareil feats of strength. Without
revealing too much, I can tell you
that this picture is anti-America and
particularly anti-CIA.
The film opens in breathtaking
Alaska with the first member of a
special cadre prepared in an experiment stepping out of the dark. (We
later learn the experiments involved
changing DNA to increase IQ and
make the subjects physically superior.) There are attacks by drones and

Hope Springs (+)
Meryl Streep and Tommy Lee
Jones are two consummate actors
who have never given a bad performance. For that reason and that
reason alone, I’m giving this film a
plus rating. The inadequate
script, which had potential,
is a waste of their talents.
An Omaha couple, Kay
(Meryl Streep) and Arnold
(Tommy Lee Jones), have
been married for 31 years.
We learn that Kay sleeps in

a wonderful wolf-human fight all in
an effort to kill two members of the
special contingent and close down the
special program. Why close it down?
The CIA operative head, Ret. Col.
Eric Byer (Edward Norton), believes
it will be exposed by Bourne and
others, and the public will be offended
that America has such a program.
Aaron Cross (Jeremy Renner),
one of the “superior” agents produced
by the program, needs special pills
in order to live. Having been cut off
from access to the medication, he
seeks the assistance of a scientist in the
program, Dr. Marta Shearing (Rachel
Weisz). The CIA now wants to kill
the two of them. A very exciting chase
takes them from the U.S., to Manila,
to Bangkok. Along the way, a lengthy
and amazing pursuit involving two
motorcycles takes place.
The writer and director of the
film, Tony Gilroy, did an excellent job
in both disciplines. It is very enjoyable
even though on occasion not fully
comprehensible. But who cares about
the latter when in sum it provides a

great evening of entertainment.
Henry Stern said:
This film cannot be viewed
through a conventional kaleidoscope.
It travels the world, sometimes at
breakneck speed.The villain, of course,
is the United States Government
which is utterly ruthless, murdering
its own agents for fear that its clandestine scheme to rule the world by
tampering with people’s DNA will be
exposed.
I wonder whether the U.S. is
the only country in which an entire
genre of its film industry is devoted
to trashing its own government and
its employees. If this is how we depict
how we think about ourselves, how
can we expect anyone else to have the
slightest respect for our humanity and
our conscience?
The film is the usual whirlwind of
high speed chases, impossible predicaments, narrow escapes, evil piled
upon evil in a satanic whirlwind and,
of course, white boy gets white girl in
its joyous ending.
The latest modern technology

her own bedroom, Arnold in the
guestroom, and they haven’t had
sex for at least four years.
Kay, wanting to once again
have an intimate relationship with
her husband, decides they should
see a therapist. Arnold initially
objects but eventually relents, and
they meet with Dr. Feld (Steve
Carell). For the next five days they
are given nightly intimate exercises
to perform which are accompanied
by lots of giggling. Their individual
stories concerning sex and their
confessions to the therapist are

occasionally poignant, but overall
the script is more suited for a television movie or sitcom than for the
big screen.
Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn
more: http://www.mayorkoch.com/.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch
served as a member of Congress from
New York State from 1969 through
1977, and New York City as its 105th
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Before speaking to the police... call

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians
Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs
Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions.

T. 914.948.0044
F. 914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

is used to make this film a technical
marvel. The movie, however, has no
conscience or principles except how
many people it can get to pay $13 to
see it.
At this time, it looks like a
winner. Since both lead characters
are left alive at the end of the film, we
can be confident there are sequels in
gestation.
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THE SOUNDS
OFBLUE
By Bob Putignano
I can’t make this up, as I attended
three of the seven shows that the
Dead performed during March of ’72,
that being opening night, the middle
night with Diddley, and the closing
night. These shows were the final USA
performances prior to embarking to
Europe for their amazing run on the
other side of the pond. Note: Each
and every ’72 Euro shows are available for purchase at www.Dead.net
and if you got in early you also could
have purchased the now out-of-print
limited edition version that included a
travel trunk box, and a dynamite hard
bound booklet.
Disc one starts with the Bo
Diddley set that was booked as Jerry
Garcia and Friends with special guest
Bo Diddley, but it was the Dead
backing Bo. It was also a benefit for
the Hells Angels who actually rode
their choppers from the end of the
theatre right up to the front of the
stage, I was a bit startled, but it was a
peaceful night. The Dead obviously
respected Diddley’s presence and
let the legendary performer shine as
the front-man, opening with “Hey
Bo Diddley,” into “I’m a Man,” then
“I’ve seen them all before” that flowed
into a lengthy ten minute jam. Bo’s
last tune was “Mona” and Didley
was out the door. It’s interesting to
note that the Dead stayed in a bluesy
R&B mode and concluded this first
set (sans Diddley) with “How Sweet
It Is (To Be Loved By You)” a song
Garcia performed many times with
Merl Saunders, and is supposedly the
only time the Dead cvered this soulful
classic. Next from the mighty pen of

The Grateful Dead: Dick’s Picks Vol. 30 March 25 (with Bo
Diddley) and March 28, 1972 Academy of Music, NYC.
Real Gone Music. 4 CD box set.
“Hail Bo Diddley and then some more & more & more!” Rating: 9

Bert Burns (Mr. Burns wrote so many
memorable tunes,) the Dead selected;
“Are You Lonely For Me Baby,” which
is a bit ragged, and closed their set with
a stirring thirteen minute plus rendition of Howlin’ Wolf ’s “Smokestack
Lightnin” with Pigpen at the helm.
Note: I would have thought that
Didley and the Dead might cover
Willie Dixon’s “You Can’t Judge a
Book By the Cover” made popular
by Diddley, as I always felt the Dead
lifted that baseline for their “Caution
(Do Not Stop On Tracks.)” Added to
this first disc is a rendition of “Playing
In the Band” from a later weekday
Academy show, which is interesting
but used mostly as filler to potentially
add value to this first CD.
CD two: Supposedly is the entire
3/28/72 closing night. You know it’s
going to be a good night when the
band opens with a swinging (nearly
ten minute) “Truckin,’ followed by
a solid “Tennesee Jed,” and Pigpen’s
shuffling “Chinatown Shuffle.” Garcia
readily handles Hank Williams’ “You
Win Again,” Pigpen returns with the
crowd pleasing “Mr. Charlie (Told
Me So)” and Weir delivers a perky
“Mexicali Blues.” Pigpen shows his
grit coving “Next Time You See Me,”
as disc two concludes with a sparks
flying “Cumberland Blues” that exudes
super-tasty interplay from all band
members.
CD three: If memory serves me
correctly disc three is a continuation
of this first set. Weir’s “Looks Like
Rain” is sweet and notable because
Garcia plays pedal steel, like he did
on Weir’s debut “Ace” solo album,

kind of a rarity. “Big Railroad Blues”
smokes, as does “El Paso,” and the
Dead’s classic coupling of “China
Cat Sunflower/I Know You Rider.”
I recall the set ending with a smiling
Jerry tearing up “Casey Jones,” a song
where the ending feels like it could
have been written and performed
by the late great Levon Helm from
The Band. Moving along there’s a
lengthy and very spacey (nearly fourteen minute) “Playing In the Band”
that amost freaked me out. Garcia
simmers things down with a soulful
“Sugaree,” and Pigpen performs one of
his rarities “The Stranger (Two Souls
In Communion,)” that concludes disc
three.
CD four: Rocks out with a
blistering “Sugar Magnolia,” that
somehow morphs into a very long and
whacked out “The Other One”(28:16,)
that eventually fades out leading me
to believe this tune was wisely edited.
Once again Pigpen brings the band
back to reality with the Elmore James
cover “Hurts Me Too” with Jerry
trying to slide, but seems to be having
a hard time. You know you are near
the end of the evening when the band
punches into the trilogy of “Not Fade
Away,” “Goin’ Down the Road Feeling
Bad,” back into a rip roaring “Not
Fade Away.” But don’t head for the
aisles just yet, as the Garcia and Weir
briefly fiddle with “Sidewalks of New
York’ showing their obvious affection
for playing in NYC. They finally send
everyone home rocking and dancing
with “One More Saturday Night.”
I know I’ve said this before, but
’72 always (and after hearing this set)

remains my favorite year of live Dead
performances. Mainly because the
band seemingly was starting to understand their instrumental prowess, were
still youthful and were willing to take
boundless risks with reckless abandon.
The (by Dead standards) heavy addictive drugs hadn’t been introduced
yet, so the band still had a clean and
uncluttered sound that also included
telepathic jamming. They were also
more blues, R&B and roots oriented.
That being said, this is a very worthwhile set to get down with, especially
with the one-time pairing with Bo
Diddley, the rarely performed songs,
and the sorely missed blues edge of
Pigpen who sadly passed about one

year after these memorable, tireless
and timeless performances. But be
prepared to sit-down for a while, and
get yourself right-minded and readjusted, and drift with the band that was
firing on all cylinders from over forty
years ago, yet it all still sounds fresh
and vibrant to me. You might think
that because I was at these shows (in
a highly altered state) that I’m biased,
but don’t take my word for it, check it
out for yourself. Just know that there’s
an occasional signpost up ahead that
might necessitate expanding your
mind!
Bob
Putignano
www.
SoundsofBlue.com.

PEOPLE

Sitki Gulergun Advocates on Behalf of the Visually Impaired
By RICH MONETTI

The rich tactile nature of
this artwork is responsive to touch by the
visually impaired and
lends itself to another
layer of complexity to those not visually impaired.
Crossing over several continents, Turkey seems a very long way

from Chappaqua and producing
textile-clothing designs for Ralph
Lauren. Developing artwork on threedimensional canvases and painting
for the visually impaired seems even
further - unless you’re Chappaqua
artist and entrepreneur Sitki
Gulergun.  Gulergun left Turkey over
thirty years ago to study art at Oxford,
in England.

Coming to America after
completing his studies in 1980, he was
an art director for fashion designer
Oscar de la Renta, started a textile
fashion design studio working with
Italian, French and English suppliers,
and later put his artistic talents to work
for Ralph Lauren. “Mr. Lauren would
go into the meetings and see most of
the designs that were later replicated

onto clothing,” he says.   But always
producing and selling impressionist
paintings, his clothing art eventually jumped out at him, causing his
creativity to morph above a single
dimension. “That really gave me an
idea,” he says. No longer limiting his
impression of art to a single side, he
says, “I started reinventing the canvas,”
Continued on page 10

Sitki Gulergun.
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Sitki Gulergun Advocates on Behalf of the Visually Impaired
Continued from page 9

and pyramids, cubes and spheres
opened up his work.
The effect he found was an optical
illusion of movement, but it was the
loss of a friend’s sight that made him
realize the art form’s limitation. He
refers specifically to the fact that art
lover’s passion – like his friend’s – is
never dimmed.
At about this time, he was putting
together a piece by squeezing tubes of
acrylic paint to his canvas. Of course,
raised off the page with more texture,
Gulergun realized that his friend
would at least be able to interpret the
work with his fingers.
With his friend appreciative and
receptive to the effort, Gulergun was
determined to continue producing
similar pieces and likens it to abstract
art. “Do you know what the artist is
saying to you? No,” he says, and for
someone who is blind, it’s a matter of
interpretation through touch.
In a larger context, he also wants
to advocate on behalf of art lovers who
have gone blind. For instance, going to
the museum serves almost no purpose
to the visually impaired if their sense
of touch is also restricted. Even in the

Art For The Visually Impaired

case of sculptures, museums put limitations on the blind, where touch can
really mean something in the absence
of sight. “We can’t feel it through
gloves,” Gulergun relates the frustration of his friend.
Rather than standing by powerlessly,Gulergun’s vision has him crossing
paths with Guiding Eyes for the Blind
in Yorktown. He became acquainted
several years ago with Jeff Dunn who
set up Guiding Eyes’ assisted technical
center for its students.
Losing his sight at an early age,
Dunn never let the disability put limits

on his creative passions. A tactile artist,
it was his creation of a wire dragon
that got Gulergun’s attention. “It was
an incredible piece of art for both
sighted and non sighted alike,” says
Linda Press of Guiding Eyes, and the
intricate detail gave Gulergun cause
to exhibit it among his artwork at a
showcase for three dimensional pieces.
Unfortunately, the talented artist
and computer “wiz” was stricken down
in 2008 at the age of 41 by a rapidly
spreading cancer. Despite the tragedy,
Gulergun won’t let the association end
where life did. “He offered to create

Shopping Antiques at Newbury Street” painted by Sitki Gulergun
a custom work of 3D art as a gift to
the White Plains center and in tribute
to Jeff Dunn’s life,” says Linda Press,
Director of Corporate and Foundation
Relations for Guiding Eyes.
Predicting the finished product
will mean a great deal to all the people
passing through the location; the
ongoing affiliation has him describing
Guiding Eyes as “his charity,”
according to Linda Press. “To have
somebody giving on our behalf with
such compassion for human beings
and those with disabilities,” she says,”is

a privilege.”
Gulergun hopes the good will and
attention finds the larger outlet he’s
seeking. Advocating that museums
should set aside touch appreciation
rooms for the visually impaired, New
York City is where he’s setting his
sights and strongly encourages other
artists to join him.
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been
a freelance writer covering Westchester
County since 2003. Peruse his work at
www.monetti.blogspot.com.

READING

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Forty Five – One Step Forward, Two Steps Back
By BOB MARRONE

As the months wore
on, I settled into an
agitated, yet orderly
life of work, managing
depression, raising my
daughter and paying
my bills. It is fair to say that my illness
was no longer a novelty or an acute
thing; it was now a part of who I
was and, as such, I was subject to its
pervasive influences. Living with it,
was an accomplishment all its own
and I viewed it as a chronic illness to
which I did not even try to predict an
end. Such impatience made it worse by
measure.
During the months and early
years, as I learned new habits and
insights, I rode a roller coaster that
would, when on the upward journey,
reveal what I had accomplished only
weeks later to peak and head down
the dark slope of despair, once again.

At first, the gains were brief in duration and short on regained feelings of
normalcy. My obsessions would be less
profound, my appetite would be a little
better, and I could “get out of my head”
a little bit more clearly. Soon enough,
though, those feelings would reverse
in a precipitous free-fall that fed on
itself. As much as I accepted my illness,
and as much as I knew what it felt like
when it I would enter a bad cycle, the
dynamic took over nonetheless?
As my feelings grew worse, and
my obsessions reappeared, an overpowering instinct to fight them and
obsess about THEM took over. I
would fight and resist and beg God
to help me. I would think of those
Wolfman movies where Lawrence
Talbot would try and fight off the
transformation into the creature to
no avail. These arcs would culminate
in intense sadness, which often led to
tears, until I let go. On some level, I had

to kind of die all over again and accept
that I was worse, once again.
What always made those
moments, and depression in general
problematic was that you could never
really trust the reason you were trying
to apply to the circumstances at hand.
It is a common complaint of anyone
who suffers this illness to despair over
the inability to trust the most important things through which you perceive
the world, your mind and thoughts.
During the down cycles, even a
couple of years later, when I was markedly improved, I was unable to assess
how much progress I had made over
the last cycle, or for that matter, any
previous cycle. The best analogy I can
give the well person is that of a bout
of nausea. You really cannot tell if it is
worse or better than the last time while
you are actually going through it. Only
when you are free from the pain can
you really make a reasonable judgment.

I so wish that I could tell you that
there were no bad surprises in the
months and early years of my battle. I
have worried about those reading this
book who may be at different stages
and who may, in their vulnerable state,
be discouraged. To those I can only
say that every instance is unique to
the individual, and that I am writing
this from a great place in my life. But
it is essential to the purpose of this
book that the caregiver, fellow sufferer,
researcher and interested reader know,
as best as I can describe it, what this
illness is really like.
The newest set of “symptoms”
was the development of long lasting
phobias, some of which were highly
specialized. These new obstacles both
morphed out of the early more acute
ones, such as agoraphobia, fear of
making eye contact, or speaking with
people, and claustrophobia; or some
manifestation would occur altogether

new for the first time. Ironically, the
phobias were also a product of reacquired former deficits that found me
in new situations, and even more ironically because of insights learned over
the previous months.
For example, my early agoraphobia led me to drive places more
and more. And as my other symptoms improved, I started to go to more
places. Unfortunately, this evolved into
a dependence whereby for almost three
years, I was unable to travel more than
one hundred yards from where my car
was parked. Now I had already learned
that most of my bad phobias, like this
one, were the result of having severe
panic attacks under those conditions; a
useful insight, unless you obsess about it.
And so I started to worry about what
would happen if I had a panic attack
while driving, then what would I do?
Well, I worried myself right into one.
Continued on page 11
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No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Continued from page 10

Kathy, Chris and I were taking a
drive to the Staten Island Mall, which
from Brooklyn means driving over the
Verrazano Bridge. I was going though
one of my bad days as we approached
the crossing. I seemed always on the
verge of panic, and not able to control
my thoughts very well. As the bridge

got closer, I grew more and more
anxious. I began to obsess about what
would happen as I went over the bridge.
Would I have a panic attack because
of my fear of heights? If I did, would I
no longer be able to drive my car? The
Verrazano Bridge is unusually arched
due to its length, so much so that drivers
on the down slope are advised on
signage to keep their distance in case the

car in front of them should slow down.
Rarely a day goes by, it seems, when
there is not a rear end collision on the
famous structure. Conversely, the ascent
on the bridge has a sharp pitch upwards,
enough to give the driver a sense that he
could be taking off in a small plane.
The farther up we went, the more
rattled I got, and the more I obsessed
that I should control myself. The higher

lesser plays, like the three, one-acters,
constituting the bill of “Harrison, TX,”
mounted by the deserving Primary
Stages that recently gave us the nineplay “Orphans’ Home Cycle” as well
as “Dividing the Estate,” which transferred to Broadway.
Another thing hard to avoid about
ordinary people is a certain repetitiousness. Not so with these Texans, whether
in the 1928 of the first two plays here—
“Blind Date” and “The One-armed

and most idiomatic interpreter, plays
a good woman, Dolores, contending
with Sarah Nancy, her difficult niece
and house guest. Dolores is determined
to set up the girl with a local boy, no
matter how many she has already alienated. But the girl, a bookworm no good
at small talk, is scarcely willing to listen,
let alone memorize the list of topics her
aunt has prepared for her.
So when the last possible boy, the
unprepossessing Felix, an insurance

still I drove, the more I began to lose
control when, at the summit, sweating
profusely, all hell broke loose. The waves
of panic and anxiety swept over me.
My hands shook, my body quivered,
my heart raced, my brain scrambled
and I almost became incontinent. I
struggled to maintain control of my old
1966 Rambler, as we nosed over to the
downside of the bridge. And thus was
born what was, for me, a heartbreaking

phobia. Now, not only could I not go
more than one hundred yards from
my car, I could no longer drive on the
highway.
There were more of these kinds
of steps backward, the saddest one
summer night when I leave my car
altogether.
Bob Marrone is the host of a Monday to
Friday local morning talk show heard on
WVOX-1460 AM radio.

EYE ON THEATRE

Fleet of Foote
By JOHN SIMON

Likable playwrights are
not all that uncommon,
but lovable ones are rare
enough. None more so
than the late Horton
Foote, a rare lovable dramatist indeed,
and on top of that, a lovable human
being. Born in 1916 and dead in 2009,
he turned out numerous plays, screenplays, teleplays—even a novel—mostly
about the people of Harrison, Texas, his
hometown, Wharton, in slight disguise.

Evan Jonigkeit, Hallie Foote, Andrea Lynn Green, Devon Abner in
“Blind Date” from “Harrison, TX: Three Plays by Horton Foote”

Clockwise from left: Jayne Houdyshell,
Mary Bacon, Jeremy Bobb, Andrea
Lynn Green, Jenny Dare Paulin,
and Alexander Cendese in “The
Midnight Caller” from “Harrison,
TX: Three Plays by Horton Foote”.
These, insofar Texas is ordinary, are
ordinary people. Now, it’s easy enough
to make you care for extraordinary
characters—Peter Pan, Thomas Moore,
Joan of Arc—but much less so for ordinary folks.They will readily tip over into
sentimentality or lapse into dullness. At
best they will be pathetic, as in William
Inge or Arthur Miller.
But Foote knew how to make
ordinariness special, even in some ways
extraordinary. This is true even of his

Man”—or in the 1952 of the third play,
“The Midnight Caller.” All manage
to be different within their surface
similarity.
This is because Foote had the
sharpness of eye and keenness of ear that
could brilliantly register the minutest
differences in speech and behavior, so
that the characters, like so many snowflakes, all have their individuality. I am
not sure whether their conversation, as
the Times critic averred, hides a terrifying, crushing emptiness. It is rather a
lack of communication, as in Chekhov,
which hears but does not empathize,
and so finally lets down everyone.
What they do have in common,
though, is an element of the fantastic or
the flowery in their talk, or just something more desperately intense, which
they call nervous or emotional. Take
the first and best play, “Blind Date,” in
which Hallie Foote, Horton’s daughter

salesman, haplessly tries to impress her
with his tuneless singing (he has already
failed with two other maneuvers),
she informs him, “I’d rather listen to a
jackass bray than you sing. You look like
a warthog and you bray like a jackass.”A
girl from some other state might have
stopped at jackass and skipped warthog.
Sarah Nancy even wears down the
dogooder Dolores, whose preoccupation with her has prevented her cooking
dinner for her hungry husband, Robert.
Even he gets sucked into the contest
between the two young ones, which,
however, thanks to mental exhaustion,
ends quietly.
In “The One-armed Man,”
McHenry, fired when he lost an arm in
the machinery of C.W. Rowe’s cotton
mill, returns every week demanding
that C.W. return his arm to him. That
would qualify for insane anywhere else,
but is considered merely eccentric here.

Jeremy Bobb and Devon Abner in “The One-Armed Man”
from “Harrison, TX: Three Plays by Horton Foote”
C.W., smugly exultant in his pros- Bacon, Jayne Houdyshell, Jenny Dare
perity, lords it over his employees such Palin and Hallie Foote—most of whom
as the faithful Pinkey, and gets rid of have dual roles. Pam MacKinnon
McHenry each time with a five-dollar has directed for maximal liveliness,
bill. But when the latter refuses to settle, and Kaye Voyce’s costumes, like Tyler
more than C.W.’s blithe complacency Micoleau’s lighting, contribute valiantly.
Marion Williams had problems
becomes endangered. Foote deftly
blends comedy and drama toward a designing scenery that had to crowd
various rooms into much too spare
shattering ending.
“The Midnight Caller,” though space, but did the best that could be
somewhat longer, lacks the mastery of done. Ultimately everything yields
the two previous plays. We are in Mrs. to Horton Foote’s acuity. Take this:
Crawford’s boarding house for mostly “CUTIE (to Alma Jean): Well, you
single women, where life crawls on may not be hard and bitter, but you’re
amid companionable bickering until too sensitive for your own good and
Ralph Johnston, a divorcing man, and that’s the living truth. ALMA JEAN:
Helen Crews, involved for four years I’m not sensitive. MISS ROWENA:
with the rich and handsome but incur- You can’t be sensitive and endure our
ably drinking Harvey Weems, become life, honey. You’ll be torn to pieces if you
boarders, joining the belligerently continue to be . . .” Foote never loses his
self-righteous Alma Jean Jordan, the grip on the living truth.
gossipy and lachrymose Cutie Spencer,
and the elderly nature lover Miss Photos by and courtesy of James Leynse.
Rowena Douglas, settled into serene John Simon has written for over 50 years
spinsterhood.
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine
What creates turbulence is that arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader,
Harvey, regularly drunk, calls for the New Criterion, National Review, New
now uncompliant Helen each midnight York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly
from outside her window,thus involving Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg
everyone in his scandal. The play is a News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from
bit too short for developing each of its Harvard University in Comparative
several characters, and thus feels, what Literature and has taught at MIT,
with sudden turns, a trifle hasty.
Harvard University, Bard College and
I have nothing but admiration Marymount Manhattan College.
for the actors—Devon Abner, Andrea
Lynn Green, Evan Jonigkeit, Jeremy To learn more, visit the JohnSimonBobb, Alexander Cendese, Mary Uncensored.com
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Message from the Board of the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson
Controversial MetroNorth Billboard on Train Platform
A few days ago, a billboard appeared
on the city-bound MetroNorth
platform (as well as, apparently,
throughout Westchester) sponsored
by “The American Freedom Defense
Initiative”. This billboard starts with
“19,250 Islamic attacks since 9/11” and
states that “It’s not Islamophobia, it’s
Islamorealism.”
While the Board respects
everyone’s right to free speech, we
categorically condemn the bigotry
and innuendo expressed by this billboard message. To tar a faith and its
followers because of the actions of a
few is deplorable, hateful and morally
repugnant. Such an ad neither reflects
the ideals of this community, nor,
we believe, of our nation. America
welcomes people of all faiths, including

millions of the Muslim faith who call
our country (including those who live
in our village) their home. They, like
the vast majority of believers in that
(and all other) major religions, embrace
peace and do not endorse the violence
wrought by a fanatic few.
The Board of Trustees have joined
the many others who have already
complained to MetroNorth about this
ad campaign placement. MetroNorth’s
Media Relations department has issued
a statement that concludes with “The
MTA does not endorse the viewpoint
expressed in these ads or any of the ads
that the MTA accepts for display on its
facilities.” Apparently, after legal review,
this ad did not qualify as hate speech
and falls under First Amendment
protection. If any resident would like

to express their
dismay, they
should address
their letters to
Joseph Lhota,
Chairman, MTA,
347 Madison Avenue, New York, NY
10017 or the general comment email
at the MTA website at http://mta-nyc.
custhelp.com/cgi-bin/mta_nyc.cfg/
php/enduser/ask.php.

of Maryland, good luck boys…
Jumping into some pool results,
Liam Egan from the Orienta Beach
Club won three events and set two
meet records at the Westchester Swim
Conference finals.
Pelham Country Club girls
17-and-under swimmers won the 200
yard freestyle at the 87th Westchester
County Swimming Association
Championships.
Heading over to the tennis courts,
Rye Racquet Club’s women’s doubles
teams swept all three divisions in this
year’s Metropolitan Interclub Tennis
League.
Ossining native Jamie Loeb has
received a wildcard slot into the U.S.
Open Junior Tennis Championships
and will compete September 3-9 at
the USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center in Flushing.
Mercy College has named Jordan
Levine as their new men’s lacrosse
coach and Taneisha Cantave as their
new volleyball coach.
Sleepy Hollow graduate Laura
Kirschner will join Iona College’s

volleyball program as an assistant.
Rockland Boulders pitcher
Briarcliff ’s right-hander Bobby
Blevins was named the Can-Am
League’s Pitcher of the Week recently,
way to go Bobby.
The St. Thomas Acquinas
women’s track & field team not only
run fast they are smart as well, being
named to the 2012 U.S. Track &
Field and Cross Country Coaches
Association All-Academic team.
Let’s turn to some recreation
league results: The Harrison Patriots
shutout the Peekskill Tides 5-0, as
Dan Murdoch fired eight shutout
innings in a Westchester/Rockland
Wood Bat League contest.
In field hockey action, it was John
Jay blanking Panas 8-0, our buddy
Leah Horowitz scored twice for the
winners. Lakeland Green blasted
Lakeland Gold by the final score of
10 to 1.
Pete Dye’s designed Pound Ridge
Golf Club has moved up to #6 in New
York according to “Golf ” magazine’s
2012 ranking of the “Best Public

Trustee Marge Apel, Trustee Nicola
Armacost, Trustee Bruce Jennings, Mayor
Peter Swiderski, and Trustee Margaret
Walker comprise The Board of Trustees
of the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson.
eMail may be directed to
boardoftrustees@hastingsgov.org.

SPORTSSCENE

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS

Welcome to the late
summer edition of
“Sports Scene,” where
we take a look at the
great sports action
here in Westchester

County…
Here’s some great news from the
Summer Olympics…Armonk native
Reed Kessler and her teammates on
the U.S. equestrian team placed sixth
overall in team show jumping in
London.
At the 30th annual JCC Maccabi
Games held over in Rockland County,
the 14U Mid-Westchester boy’s
basketball team took home the gold
as they beat a team from Los Angeles
36 to 20.
Two of Bedford’s best, Fox Lane
baseball players have made their
college baseball selections, Richard
Slenker will attend Yale and Matt
Oniffrey will play ball at the University

Courses.”
Mark your calendars for the
re-scheduled 4th Annual Fox Lane
Sports Boosters Club Golf Outing
now on Monday, October 1st at the
Mount Kisco Country Club, the golf
event, dinner, auctions, etc. will still
have the same format, timing, locale,
etc., it’s a beautiful time of year to
play and your handicap will be at it’s
lowest…
They are transferring all the
existing registrations, sponsorships,
etc. to the October 1st date. If you
paid for any aspect of the rained
out May event, you don’t have to do
anything going forward, but show up.
New participants and more winter
oriented auction items (ski houses and
season passes, Rangers tickets, etc.) are
welcome.
Here is some more Fox Lane
Sports Boosters Club news…congratulations to Allison Lombardi and
Kevin Muller, the first winners of the
FLSBC’s boys and girls scholarships.
These $500 awards were established
earlier this year by the FLSBC Board

Ad Sales Position for Print Media

for a senior, college bound boy and girl.
Are you ready for some football…
Cablevision has signed a deal with the
NFL Network to bring the channel to
customers this fall including viewers
here in Westchester.
Fall sports pre-season starts this
week, good luck to all the local squads,
here’s to a great season…see you next
time.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills,
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester. Must have experience and must have car with clean driver’s
license • Full time position. • Must live in Westchester.
Good Pay and Bonus Structures. Looking to hire immediately.
Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview • Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.
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A Bedbug Manifesto
By SHANNON AYALA

Gary Fuller of Citizens
Advisory
Council,
has shared with the
Westchester Guardian
a “Problem Statement,”
a manifesto, regarding
“civil rights issues” and the Building
Department of the City of Mount
Vernon, which to some degree
reflects other building departments
in Westchester County. Differently
formatted, the Statement could be
just a three or four page document.
It begins with a “Status Quo” section,
where he expounds the significance
(in terms of responsibility) of the
Department, which he says is not lived
up to. The ten points of “Status Quo”
include:
“6. Persons may complete a
complaint form in the Buildings
Department office. There is a list of
things to identify as a complaint. The
word bedbugs is printed in bold so
as to alert the inspector. It is the only
word on the complaint form that is in
bold. Even the complaint of ‘no heat’ is
not in bold.”
It then breaks into two “problems.”
The first details Fuller’s account of the
more concrete issue of bedbug infestations.To quote approximately half of it:
“The Mount Vernon Buildings
Department refuses to inspect for
possible violations of specific insect
infestation, namely bed bug infestation.
Bonafide concomitant complaints

notwithstanding, no inspector will
enter a unit to conduct an inspection
if bed bugs are thought to be present.
There have been single mother tenants
with very young children who have
called in the middle of winter to report
no heat or hot water, and bed bug
infestation.The Buildings Department
will not enter the apartment.”
The second section is more philosophical, citing the Equal Protection
Clause under the 14th Amendment,
which states: “…nor shall any State…
deny any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”
He asserts that municipalities can be
included as “states” here and distinguishes those who have bedbugs
from those who don’t as being
classed unequally by the Buildings
Department.
Buildings Commissioner Mark
Warren was asked if the problem was
that the Department didn’t have the
budget to undergo bedbug inspections.
“It’s not just a budgetary issue. We’d
have to be suited for something like
that. We’d have to all get the proper
guidance… in order to do that.” He
added subsequently that it ultimately
came down to the budget for attire
and training. Asked what the price tag
would be, he said, “It varies and I don’t
have it off hand.”
Though Warren addresses the
“financial environment,” Fuller in
his statement, indicates the available
budget can be appropriated differently.

Fines, fees and other revenue considered, he states that the Department
“is expected to generate approximately
$1,460,500 in income for the year
2012.” He determines that it “costs not
more than four thousand dollars… for
the Commissioner to obtain training
and Personal Protective Equipment
for his inspectors. This cost represents
just over one fourth of one percent” of
the budget.
However, regardless of the
financial capacity, there is lacking
consensus among those in power
of where the responsibility lies.
“Bedbugs is not something that the
Buildings Department can do,” says
Mount Vernon Mayor Ernest Davis,
who once assumed title of Buildings
Commissioner in Mount Vernon.
He says there is no such thing as
“bedbugs” under the jurisdiction of
that Department in code. “That’s an
area that the Building Department
and the Health Department should
get together about because right now
it’s in no-man’s land.”
Fuller points out, however, City
Code 149-41 C, which states, “It
shall be the duty of the Building
Commissioner, with the cooperation
and assistance of the Commissioner
of Public Safety and the Fire

Commissioner, to: (2) Cause an investigation of all complaints of alleged
housing violations or other unsafe or
unsanitary conditions.”
Section 308.1 of State Property
Maintenance Code states: “All structures shall be kept free from insect
and rodent infestation. All structures
in which insects or rodents are found
shall be promptly exterminated by
approved processes that will not be
injurious to human health.” Fuller
argues in his Statement: “The New
York State Property Maintenance
Code, Section 308 does not distinguish or set apart which insects for
which a local Buildings Department
may or may not conduct an inspection.” He adds further, that Section
109.2 of NYS Property Maintenance
Code, a municipality cannot “waive,
modify or otherwise alter any provision” of state code.
Commissioner Warren suggested
that similar municipalities, namely
Yonkers, New Rochelle, Peekskill
and The Bronx were contacted to
see how they handle it. They were all
contacted: the Westchester municipalities among them don’t inspect for
bedbugs either. Asked if it was because
it was too expensive, one representative
said that the employees simply don’t
want to enter these homes, in a tone
as if it were a crazy suggestion that
they should. In New York City, the
Department of Housing Preservation
and Development does inspections for
bedbugs.
When people call the Mount
Vernon Buildings Department about

Page 13

bedbugs, which Warren says does not
happen often, they usually refer the
caller to Code, which “states that it
should have been inspected initially,”
(as in before the tenant moved in) “and
if it hasn’t… we address it with the
landlord.” This happens in the other
mentioned Westchester municipalities. The landlord has to provide proof
that they have taken care of it. Indeed,
City Code 149-42 C, requires inspections to take place ahead of time, but
this part of code is often leapt to ahead
of 149-41, as quoted above.
“I have instructed the Buildings
Commissioner to work with the
Health Department and set up a
protocol,” says Mayor Davis. “When
there’s a complaint about bedbugs we
need to get an exterminator at the
behest of the owner to come into the
building.”
One of the examples addressed
in Fuller’s “PROBLEM #1,” the
one concerning the mothers with no
heat, was offhandedly repeated before
Mayor Davis. “If a person has a multitude of problems including bedbugs,
they should treat them separately.”
Almost every source in power on this
issue who has been contacted ultimately brings it back to the practiced
system in which the owner is required
to take care of the issue without
inspection, which could be from an
“affidavit” with some sort of proof of
infestation. Davis at the same time,
however, discusses how tedious proof
could be, and how it could be taken to
court, and perhaps ultimately dropped
Continued on page 14

Holistic Health Services
ADVERTISEMENT

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of
my clients.
I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative relationship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.
My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drugless alternatives to healing:

· Chakra Therapy
· Counseling

· E
 xploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit
· E
 nergy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
· Hypnotism
· Guided Meditation
· Power of Prayer/Mind Power
· Spiritual and Psychic Healing
· Spiritual Development
Please contact me at my office at:
By appointment only
Holistic Health Services
Free consultation will be
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
given on first visit
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543
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A Bedbug Manifesto
Continued from page 13
because the proof wasn’t good enough,
admitting how unfortunate that is.
Warren also discussed the resolution of obtaining a grant to contract
an organization to inspect. This is
acknowledged in the Statement but
rejected because it “requires too much
legislation, and too much time to enact

legislation while people are suffering
under what could be the unconstitutional practices of the Buildings
Department.” Fuller proposes instead
the purchasing of “training and protective equipment.”
Commissioner Warren was asked
if tenants were identified to the landlords when complaints were made, as
Fuller has stated can be the case, or if
the caller is turned away if they don’t
have the landlords phone number.

To both, he said “not necessarily.” He
said, “We ask to verify if they have
addressed this with the landlord and
if they have [then] we go out and do
our inspection,” (just not if it’s bedbugs.
The reason they avoid it is because
bedbugs can infest clothing or other
non-protected materials and be spread
by inspectors from one house to the
next). “Sometimes we may have to call
the landlord in order to gain access to
the building itself,” says Warren. If it’s

an illegal building, they may not have
the number of the landlord, he also
says.
Commissioner Warren indicates
that it is nonetheless a busy department and not indifferent about tenants
with bedbugs. He says there are two
inspectors for housing and four others
for other code issues. “With 10 thousand different lots in the City it’s quite
an onerous task.” He says Mount
Vernon will be putting together an

educated brochure “that will help
everyone understand what their rights
are and different responsibilities are as
far as the tenant, the owner and as far
as the Code goes as well.”
Shannon Ayala is a Class of 2013
student at the CUNY Graduate School
of Journalism. He also writes New
York environmental news for www.
Examiner.com. His work can be found at
www.SEArchives.wordpress.com.

THE HEZITORIAL

Taxpayers’ Dollars Spent to Silence Any and All Opposition in Yonkers
By HEZI ARIS

The promise was a
marketer’s
dream.
Transparency
in
government
and
governance delivered
by a “homeboy” who
was different; he could be trusted, he
was approachable, he was… In the
eighth month of his first term in office
Mayor Mike Spano has betrayed his
campaign rhetoric for a concentrated
effort meant to silence and eviscerate
any and all criticism and opposition. He squandered the opportunity
to bring Yonkers together under a
demeanor he said he would infuse
into our very being. He asserted an
undying reverence to the city that gave
his entire family the opportunity to
reach heights of success unimaginable
by his ancestors. Now, at the zenith of
his political accomplishment locally, he
finds himself devoid of a plan to rescue
the City of Yonkers and its resident
Yonkersites from its sinister past. He
has cast aside the merits of Democracy
and pluralism for a dictatorship
built on connivance, and a systematic disembowelment of those who
might challenge his mayoralty. He has
become adept at pimping Yonkersites
with taxpayers’ money without their
knowledge. It has become evident
that even our telling will not thwart
his plot from unraveling; he is set on
this self-destructive path. There are no
more excuses. He can no longer hide
behind cajoling and enabling staff or
other elected officials who intend to
continue to suck the lifeblood of the
City on the Hill where the people
are on the level but the politicians
continue to run amuck. He may or can
delude himself his treachery, even so,
the legacy of his doings will be etched
into and as historical witness to his
plots in future writings.

He has hired Kelly Chiarella as an
ombudsman assigned to the office of
Constituent Services. Ms Chiarella
has departed with her family to
Disneyworld in Florida. While
Yonkers Firefighters were left to fend
for themselves against Mayor Spano’s
surrogates, assaulted by bullying
tactics, name calling, and worse, the
Spano Administration was engaged
in sidestepping every standard and
protocol to employ Ms Chiarella. Ms.
Chiarella’s husband is a member of
the Yonkers Police Department, and
her brother, Keith Olson, is the president of the Yonkers Police Benevolent
Association. PBA President Olson
has conspicuously removed himself
from expressing any salient criticism of Yonkers City Hall vis-à-vis
their oversight of the YPD, the overtime situation created by a lack of
staffing, and worse. The scenario is
clear and simple. Chiarella gets a job
for which there was no public notice
afforded. Ms Chiarella’s criticism of
the Yonkers Board of Education, she
was PTA president, are now neutered,
as is her brother and husband from
saying anything to Mayor Spano’s
Administration with regard to the
Yonkers Board of Education and the
Yonkers Police Department. It will
cost no more than $50,000 taxpayers’
dollars to silence criticism on two
fronts. Priceless.
On another front, Mayor Spano
has expressed interest to control the
Yonkers Parking Authority. He is
still bristling from losing his initial
appointment of Deputy Mayor Sue
Gerry to the YPA Board of Trustees
from holding onto the Board of
Director position he assigned her.
She did not qualify to be a Board
member because she did not abide by
the YPA Bylaws, that is, she had not
established residence in the City of

Yonkers (CoY). She was replaced by
James Cavanaugh. At least he chose to
move his residence from Eastchester;
he now resides in Yonkers.
Mayor Spano was smarting from
his appointment being dismissed from
the YPA Board of Directors. He was
able to persuade the Yonkers City
Council to approve a Home Rule
message that would have increased the
size of the YPA Board of Directors
by the New York State Legislature in
order to have more board members
than present seated to create a “new”
majority of his liking. In the meanwhile Lisa Mrijaj, former Chief of
Staff to former Mayor Phil Amicone
is collecting her $600,000 salary for her
appointment to the YPA as its executive director. She must be dismissed
from her position, but the Spano
Administration is reluctant to claw
back a contract which is a travesty
of taxpayers’ money and not fiscally
prudent. Talk, talk, talk! The Inspector
General can review and jettison this
fake contract on its lack of merit, but
I’m not going to hold my breath.
Now, a new situation has revealed
itself. There is an open position for
Yonkers Second Deputy Clerk. Those
in the wings are Republican Ward
Leaders Gerri Esposito and Michael
Ramondelli. The person of value to
Mayor Spano is Michael Ramondelli
because he is a member of the Board
of Directors of the YPA. By moving
Mr Ramondelli out of the YPA and
into the 2nd Deputy Clerk position,
Mayor Spano gains majority control
of the YPA and the silence of Mr.
Ramondelli. Easy. In reality, there will,
after Ramondelli takes the 2nd Deputy
Clerk position only two Mike Spano
appointments but a present member
is known to have “Spano” leanings. In
March 2013, Mayor Spano will be able
to replace another member of the YPA

Board.
Mayor Mike Spano is the ultimate wolf in sheep’s clothing. He is
the Republican who changed parties
because there was no political lifeline
at the time for him as a Republican.
Mayor Spano has systematically gained control of the Hispanic
Democrats by backing Yonkers City
Council Majority Leader Wilson
Tererro to that position, promoting
José Alvarado to the office of Yonkers
City Clerk; and afforded employment and higher pay to Democratic
Party Ward Leader Carlos Moran
within Yonkers City Hall, and hired
Piedad Abreu, Mr Terrero’s girlfriend
to a position that was also not publicly
notice but which we divulged months
ago. You go girl! A declaration of war
against the Yonkers Democratic City
Committee hierarchy has yet to be
declared; the smell of a smoldering
crisis looms. The warriors are donning
their armaments as of this writing, but
hush, we are not supposed to be in the
know.
Granting a non-aggression pact
guarantee for the benefit of New York
State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousin
and New York Assemblymember
Shelley Mayer has earned him influence over the two elected officials by
denying the voter the opportunity
of a challenger of either candidate
in this November’s election. Mayor
Mike Spano can do this by his control
over Republican City Committee
Chair John Jacono who was recently
appointed to the Yonkers Board of
Education Board of Directors by
Mayor Mike Spano. It is also a strategic
appointment that may be considered
one of many future such appointments of Manchurian-like candidates
that will approve an untested Public
Private Partnership to allegedly rebuild
the Yonkers Public Schools on the

backs of developers. Can you hear me
laughing?
Rather than focusing on affording
CoY collecting rents from Zuppa’s
Restaurant who are in arrears for not
paying rent to the city for over a year
and also from Peter Kelly’s X2O, who’s
operation is in arrears for not paying
rent for over two years, Yonkers City
Hall, under guidance by Mayor Mike
Spano are being instructed to no longer
consider collecting these, among many
other, similar debts. Expect a fundraiser
for the benefit of Yonkers Mayor Mike
Spano sooner than you would imagine.
But don’t expect to see a filing in any
ledger disclosing the freebie. Neither
restaurant will pay the city the rentals
they must by law and contract despite
their needing to so abide.
Most offensive of all is why Mayor
Mike Spano’s entourage consists
of people who are not Yonkersites.
Where is proof of Yonkers Deputy
Mayor Sue Gerry’s residence? What is
her new address? Where is the waiver
she claimed she received from Mayor
Mike Spano? Lies! All lies!
Will the Inspector General
inquire into Ms Gerry’s assertions
for which there are no basis or fact?
Sadly, the answer is no. The previous
I.G. was supposed to take up residence in Yonkers, but did not, despite
the requirements demanded by the
Yonkers City Charter. Has his replacement taken up residence in Yonkers?
Will she ever?
Let’s not forget we are under a
“hiring freeze”.
Can anyone explain the rationale behind outsourcing the Yonkers
Marathon, the second longest
conducted marathon in the nation.
The Parks and Recreation Department
has been doing an able job for years.
What’s the beef?
Corruption? You decide!
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It’s Time For Relief!
By BRIAN M. KOLB

According to boxing
historians,
former
heavyweight champion
of the world Rocky “the
Rock” Marciano was
widely credited with having some of
the sport’s most devastating knockout
power. Well, move over Rock,
because there is an even more fearsome puncher on the scene, one that
threatens to “KO” the Empire State’s
local governments and taxpayers!

GREAT RECESSION +
ALBANY UNFUNDED
MANDATES HURT LOCAL
FINANCES

The “puncher” I refer to comes in
the form of the the Great Recession,
coupled with Albany’s costly unfunded
mandates, which combine into a
devastating “1-2” punch to the finances
of local governments. It’s no exaggeration to say that counties, towns,
cities, villages and school districts all
across New York are facing some of
the toughest budgetary pressures in
their history. These pressures are not
an abstraction or some far-off challenge affecting only a select few; every
local taxpayer in the Empire State is
impacted by the the hefty price tag of

Albany’s unfunded mandates and the
economic downturn that New York is
still recovering from.
There is a direct, inescapable connection between Albany’s
unfunded mandates – whenever State
government tells local government to
do something but does not provide
any funding to pay for it – and County
property tax levies. In addition, when
the national and state economies take a
hit, as they did during the recent recession, localities suffer a disproportionate
impact. In short, when the State’s
economy sneezes, local governments
and local taxpayers from Buffalo to
Brooklyn catch a very bad – and very
expensive – cold.

REAL CHALLENGES THAT
COULD “KO” LOCALITIES
AND TAXPAYERS

If you think such a description is
overblown or sensationalizes the issue,
take a quick read of information from
the New York State Association
of Counties (NYSAC) and a recent
report from State Comptroller
Thomas DiNapoli which spell out
the challenges localities face:
MEDICAID: In 2012, County
and New York City taxpayers funded
more than $7.4 billion of the State’s
$54 billion Medicaid program – and

the growth of Medicaid has caused
increases in County property taxes
(Source: NYSAC Legislative
Priority, Medicaid Reform);
PENSIONS: County pension
contributions will rise by more than
2,400 percent between 2001 and 2014.
These increases stem from the benefit
expansions in 2000 and stock market
fluctuations – and these escalating
costs increase property taxes and cut
local programs (Source: NYSAC
Legislative Priority, Pension Reform);
and
LOCAL FINANCES: Over 100
local governments do not have enough
cash on hand to pay even 75 percent of
current liabilities. Furthermore, almost
300 local governments ended either
fiscal years 2010, 2011, or both, in a
deficit situation and 27 localities may
have spent more than what they had
in their “Rainy Day Funds” (Source:
Office of State Comptroller Report
“New Fiscal Realities Challenge Local
Governments”).
LOCALITIES NEED A
LIFELINE FROM ALBANY,
NOT MORE UNFUNDED
MANDATES
Having had the privilege and
opportunity to serve in local government – as a Town Supervisor, a
member of the County Board of
Supervisors and on a local school
board – I can say with complete
confidence that the men and women

OP-EDSection

Christians, Silence is Not an Option
By J. MATT BARBER

With the exception
of one column previously penned, I pray
this becomes my most
widely read to date.
The secular left has mastered use
of the Internet to further its extremist
goals. In fact, President Obama’s
web-based “Organizing for America”
propaganda machine may have given
him the 2008 election.
Let’s beat them at their own game.
To that end, I have a strange
request. I’m asking each God-fearing,
freedom-loving American who reads
this column to forward it, post it, tweet
it, print it out and give it to every pastor,
priest or cleric you know. If you don’t

know any, give it to someone who does.
Why? I agree with Barack Obama
that November 2012 represents the
most important election of our lifetimes
– perhaps our history. Of course, that’s
where my agreement with Mr. Obama
both begins and abruptly ends.
Here’s the operable question: Do
we want America “fundamentally transformed” to mirror the secular-socialist
ideals of the radical leftist currently
“occupying” the White House?
In Barack Obama’s America, individual freedom is trampled beneath
jackboots as a matter of course. It’s
already happening at an unprecedented
rate.
One need only look to the HHS
mandate forcing Christian groups
– both Catholic and Protestant – to

violate, under penalty of law, biblical
prohibitions against abortion homicide.
Or consider recent attempts by
multiple elected officials, all Democrats,
to shutdown Chick-fil-A – a private,
Christian-owned business – simply
because its leadership holds the biblical
view of marriage.
Is this George Washington’s
America, or Joseph Stalin’s Russia?
It’s definitely not your father’s
USA.
Instead, wouldn’t we prefer the
America envisioned by our Founding
Fathers? A constitutional republic
wherein individual liberty – whether
economic, First Amendment or Second
Amendment-related – is sacrosanct and
off limits?
Pastors, you’re it. You’re our front

serving in local government have done,
and continue to do, everything possible
to reduce costs and find innovative
ways to deliver services.
However, regardless of how cost
effective or creative local officials
are, they cannot escape the reality
that nearly 90 cents of every County
property tax dollar goes to fund State
mandates, including Medicaid, which
is the 800-pound gorilla of unfunded
mandates. How can we expect localities to meet local needs with a measly
thin dime left over from every County
property tax dollar they generate?
Folks, even Warren Buffet couldn’t
make those economics work!

SMART SOLUTIONS
TO HELP LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS AND
PROTECT LOCAL
TAXPAYERS

Even though addressing the
formidable 1-2 punch of Albany’s
unfunded mandates and the lingering
effects of the economic recession may
seem complicated, I believe that the
solutions to these problems are relatively straightforward and should
include the following:
Ban ALL new unfunded
mandates, suspend current unfunded
mandates and get outdated, unproductive State rules off the books;
Freeze the entire local share of

line of defense. It’s up to you to rally
the troops. Now begins the second
American Revolution and, as with the
first, it’s on you – men of the cloth – to
take the lead.
That is, if you hope to remain free
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Speaking of chicken: In recent
years there’s been an epidemic of
cultural inaction exhibited by far too
many ministers of the gospel. It’s fearbased. “Oh, I don’t talk about political
issues,” they say. “You know, ‘separation
of Church and State’ and all that.”
Baloney.
If this is you – and only you and
our Lord know for sure – you’ve been
deceived by the enemies of God. You’ve
chosen the easy way out – the path
of least resistance. This is something
Christ, whom all Christians are called
to emulate, never did – not once.
So, respectfully, man-up, Padre!

Medicaid costs;
Give local governments increased
flexibility to manage their rising
pension costs and implement defined
contribution plans for new employees;
Place a renewed emphasis on
eliminating waste, fraud and abuse
throughout State government and use
that savings to strengthen funding to
cash-strapped localities through the
Aid and Incentives to Municipalities
(AIM) program; and
Provide technical assistance to
localities to help them implement best
practices for long-term budgeting to
ensure they can weather any future
economic downturns.
If Albany makes these solutions a
priority – and actually starts listening
to local officials instead of simply
dictating to them – then it will help
New York’s beleaguered local governments, school districts and overtaxed
citizens rise from the canvas and put
these fiscal challenges down for the
count!
NEXT WEEK: The “mother” of all
paperwork mandates and how it hurts
private sector job creation while making
New York’s economy less competitive!
Brian M. Kolb (R,C,I-Canandaigua) is
the New York State Assembly Minority
Leader
Comment or critique by directing e-mail
to him at kolbb@assembly.state.ny.us.

Be the “salt and light of the world,” as
Christ so admonished.
But you don’t have to go it alone.
There are detailed, easily digestible
tools available. Civil-rights firm Liberty
Counsel, for instance, is distributing
more than 100,000 copies of “Silence
is Not an Option,” a concise, though
comprehensive, DVD and printed
material collection informing pastors
and churches about what is permissible
regarding political activity (Please, get it
for your church at LC.org or by calling
1-800-671-1776).
“The church must be empowered to confront the assaults on our
culture, our faith, and our freedom,”
said Mat Staver, founder and chairman
of Liberty Counsel. ”I don’t want any
pastor, church leader or lay person to
say, ‘What more could I have done to
Continued on page 16
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Christians, Silence is Not an Option

We’re on the precipice of the
abyss, and, pastors, I think you know
it. But know this too: There’s a whole
lot relating to both culture and politics
you can both say and do, and very little
– if anything – you can’t.
Churches can educate about
political, moral and biblical issues.
These kinds of issues – whether abortion, marriage, feeding the poor or
any community issue – are never off
limits from the pastor’s pulpit, even if
politicians are also talking about them.
“Silence is Not an Option” systematically addresses the misrepresentations
used to muzzle America’s pastors and
Christian leaders.
Leading up to Ronald Reagan’s
landslide presidential victory in 1980,

Rev. Jerry Falwell captured the crux of
the church’s apathy problem: “What
is wrong in America today?” he asked.
“We preachers – and there are 340,000
of us who pastor churches – we hold
the nation in our hand. And I say this
to every preacher: We are going to
stand accountable before God if we
do not stand up and be counted.”
Dr. Falwell’s words ring no less
true today.
Imagine the benefit to our
culture if thousands of churches
across America registered millions
of Christians to vote. How about
pledge-drives wherein pastors ask
tens-of-millions of Christians to
simply commit to voting biblical
values?

The possibilities are limitless.
Proverbs 4:18 reminds us: “The
path of the righteous is like the
morning sun, shining ever brighter till
the full light of day.”
Shine bright, salt and light. Don’t
be choked into dark silence.
Because silence is not an option.
It can’t be.

payers in the 40th Senate District nearly
$34 million in annual savings!
A big step towards delivering
positive unfunded mandate relief, our
Pension Reform package will provide
taxpayers in Putnam, Westchester and
Dutchess $110 million in savings over
the next five years. Last year, I restored
$3.8 million in funding for local schools
and secured a $13.3 million increase (5%
increasevs.2011) in funding for schools
in the 40th Senate District. Focused
on results, I also secured $3 million in
Capital Grants for local municipalities
and not for profit organizations and
$1.2 million in specialized school aid to
schools in the 40th Senate District.
Following up on unfunded
mandate relief, we took over millions in
Medicaid expenses from the counties

providing taxpayers in the 40th Senate
District $42 million in savings over
the next five years. We passed a new
Cyber-bullying Law that will crack
down on this serious epidemic facing
our youth. We also closed a dangerous
Child Porn loophole, and have eased
the process facilitating increased child
porn prosecutions. Our important new
Autism Insurance Reform law expands
insurance coverage for the screening,
diagnosis and treatment of autism.
The past two years have been
remarkably productive; however there is
much more work to be done.
During a second term as your
State Senator, I will be committed to
discovering new ways to spur economic
development and job creation by establishing enhanced partnerships with

the private sector to finance, construct
and manage public infrastructure projects. I will also fight to freeze school
taxes for seniors, pass comprehensive
unfunded mandate relief, cut job killing
taxes on small business owners and
pass commonsense laws to protect our
families and our environment from the
potential dangers of hydro-fracking.
As your State Senator, I will
continue to fight for you and our
community and I will continue to
work with Governor Cuomo and my
colleagues in the legislature, to continue
to move New York State in the right
direction!

1964 Is Back: A Redo of the Johnson-Goldwater Election

give those 55 or younger vouchers to
buy health insurance policies to replace
the current Medicare entitlement
program. Already the Romney-Ryan
team is screaming it is unfair to attack
Ryan on this his signature proposal.
But he cannot run away from it and
his philosophy. Listening to the talking
heads, I hear a little buyers’ remorse
setting in.
The Republicans, at the urging of
Paul Ryan, want to change Medicaid
into a limited block grant to be provided
to each state to take the place of the
existing entitlement program which
provides benefits to an unlimited
number of eligible beneficiaries.
Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid and so many other programs
are in great danger if the philosophy
of the Romney-Ryan team prevails at

Continued from page 15

protect life and liberty?’”
“Silencing people of faith in the
public square has always been the goal
of those who realize the influence that
pastors, churches and people of faith
have on elections. I want pastors to
remove the muzzle and replace it
with a megaphone,” he said. “Pastors
and churches have a lot of freedom
to address biblical and moral issues,
to educate people about the candidates, and to encourage people to vote.
Not one church has ever lost its taxexemption for endorsing or opposing
candidates or for supporting or

opposing local, state or federal laws.”
Did you get that? Despite
hundreds of thousands of threatening
letters sent by hard-left groups like the
ACLU and Barry Lynn’s Americans
United, not a single church has lost
tax-exemption for socio-political
activity – zip, zero, nada. Not even for
endorsing candidates from the pulpit.
Indeed, if these anti-Christian
bullies had been around two-and-ahalf centuries ago, and our forefathers
had paid them any mind, we may
never have had the first American
Revolution.
Don’t let them halt the second.

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter)
is an attorney concentrating in constitutional law. He serves as Vice President
of Liberty Counsel Action. (This information is provided for identification
purposes only.)

GREG’S CORNER

Focused on Results
By GREG BALL

With campaign season
here, it’s easy for candidates to make all sorts
of promises. Yet I look
forward to a campaign
focused solely on results!
We have accomplished great things
this past legislative term and I was
the Prime Sponsor of 37 bills and the
Co-Sponsor of 62 bills that were passed
in the Senate that reduced income
taxes, capped property taxes, capped
state spending and spurred economic
development and job creation. I also
passed several bills that support small

businesses, veterans, first responders,
working families, women, children, the
environment and pets.
Statewide, we created 139,400
new private sector jobs, and 13,900
new jobs in the Hudson Valley. We
enacted a $3.3billion middle class tax
cut, saving taxpayers $4.4 billion dollars
and bringing the middle class tax rates
to the lowest level in 58 years. We
rolled back the horrific MTA Payroll
tax for 290,000 small businesses and
410,000 self-employed people. Our
new Property Tax Cap is forcing school
districts to end their double digit annual
increases, and will offer property tax

Greg Ball is the New York State Senator
representing the 40th District.

ED KOCH COMMENTARY
By ED KOCH

Mitt Romney has done
this country a great
service by selecting Paul
Ryan as his running
mate. He has changed
the nature of the election from one that
is about who is the best candidate to
lead us out of the aftermath of the Great
Recession to one that concerns fundamental party policies and philosophy.
He has turned the election into what
we had in 1964. President Lyndon B.
Johnson was finishing the term of our
martyred President Jack Kennedy and
running for his own first term against
Senator Barry Goldwater, Republican
from Arizona. Goldwater was the
leader of the conservative wing of the
Republican Party and ultimately the

leader of the entire party in that election.
The 1964 race became a referendum on whether the United States
should jettison the principles of the
party of hope - the Democratic party
-- created by FDR that united the
aspirations of the middle class and
addressed the needs of the poor and the
concerns of women, blacks, Jews, other
minorities, and farmers. FDR, a wealthy
man, was denounced by many of his
peers as a traitor to his class.
What FDR gave to our country
was the promise of greater fairness for all
of its people. One of his greatest contributions, many would say, was the Social
Security program that was intended to
assist these who had worked all their
lives to retire at 65 with dignity. That
concept was extended by President

Johnson in 1965 with the creation of
both Medicare and Medicaid. The
former is basically for the elderly and
the latter is for the impoverished of all
ages.
Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid are the very programs that
the Republicans and Conservatives
beginning with Goldwater have been
seeking to chip away at and ultimately
eliminate. For example, President
George W. Bush rightly recognized
that Social Security needs to be
changed to make it solvent. However,
his proposal to privatize the program,
making payments dependent on stock
market performance, makes no sense,
particularly in view of the affects of the
Great Recession on the stock market. A
better approach would have been and

still would be to gradually increase the
eligibility age (we fortunately live much
longer today than we did in 1935), and
apply the current Social Security tax to
our entire personal income - it stops
now at $110,100 -- with such additional fiscal measures as are necessary
to bring in more revenue. The program
eligibility could also be made subject to
a needs basis. Those who are wealthy
don’t need the employer subsidies
which could be added to and used for
those who do.
There are changes of a fiscal nature
short of privatization that could similarly
protect Medicare from going bankrupt.
Unfortunately, privatizing Medicare is
the signature proposal of Paul Ryan and
his budget adopted by the Republican
House of Representatives. Ryan would

Continued on page 17
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the polls. The lack of Romney-Ryan
compassion is also highlighted by their
support for the Republican Houseadopted budget, which slashes food
stamps that are provided to poor children and others. And then there is the
matter of a woman’s right to choose.The
Republicans are trying in every state to
deprive women of all their rights under
Roe v. Wade, seeking to make it more
and more difficult for a woman to exercise her right in consultation with her
doctor to obtain a legally permissible
abortion. The Republicans in many

states are seeking to depress the black
vote, requiring unneeded identification
papers for voting. The effort to roll back
citizen rights goes on.
The New York Times this morning,
August 13, 2012, summed up the
philosophy of Paul Ryan, reporting,
“though best known as an architect of
conservative fiscal policy, Representative
Paul D. Ryan has also been an ardent,
unwavering foe of abortion rights,
has tried to cut off federal money for
family planning, has opposed samesex marriage and has championed the
rights of gun owners.”
The Democrats have made

their share of mistakes over the years.
However, they have recognized them,
made needed changes and are willing
to make more changes for the good
of the country. We Democrats led by
President Obama support the “grand
bargain” entailing revenue increases and
expense reductions. The Republican
leadership, on the other hand, is largely
interested in cutting spending for social
programs, while rejecting revenue
increases, particularly if such increases
include higher taxes on the rich.
I am a proud Democrat but not
an ideologue. I have identified myself
through the years when I served as a
member of Congress and mayor of
New York City, as a Liberal with Sanity.

When I thought it appropriate and in
the best interest of my country, state and
city, I have crossed party lines; for me,
the people always come first.
I look around and see millionaires
and billionaires thriving and while
most of us don’t resent their wealth, we
do object to their not paying their fair
share of taxes. We are supposed to have
a progressive tax system and instead
the Congress bought by their wealthy
supporters has provided loopholes that
permit the wealthiest corporations and
individuals to pay in some cases nothing
at all. People who get their income from
stock trading, unlike those of us who
receive salaries,pay at a rate of 15 percent
when a salaried employee receiving the

same income could be paying at a 35
percent rate. This is simply not fair.
Thank you Mitt Romney for
selecting Paul Ryan as your running
mate and thereby unwittingly turning
this election into a crusade by all
Americans who put country first and
are willing to join hands across party
lines to fight for fairness for all of our
fellow citizens.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch
served as a member of Congress from New
York State from 1969 through 1977, and
New York City as its 105thMayor from
1978 to 1989.

OP-ED

The Martians Have Landed, and Now We Know Who They Are
By BOB K. BOGEN

While people watched
from around the world,
the most elaborate space
mission lander Curiosity
made it safely to the
surface of Mars. But for many of us,
the more dramatic Martian lander was
to our own planet earth. It was finally
unveiled in the creation of the historic
“Ryan-Romney Mission.”Unclear until
recent days, amid conflicting reports
and flip flopping pronouncements by
presumed earthlings, the dangerous
confusion has finally been made abundantly clear. As Orson Wells warned
us seventy years ago, or was it Paul
Revere?: “The Martians are coming!
The Martians are coming!” and “The
Martians have landed”. The political
fog has finally been lifted.
Yes, I know, this truly outlandish
explanation is going a long way, [actually many millions of miles,] to explain
the “simple” matter of the peculiar
behavior by some apparently, more or
less normal, human political beings.
But some of the brightest minds in
media, even around our own planet, are
stumped in their vain attempts to help
us understand the logic and peculiar
“morality” of Romney, and even Ryan.
Among our top problem solvers, the
leading brilliant Chess Masters of the
last century, [our own American, Bobby
Fisher, and the top Russian Master
Boris Spassky [or even the IBM Deep
Blue computer that “out-thought” the
top chess player of its day] would have
little chance of explaining the perversity,
and twisted thought patterns that now
threaten our nation, and even the world.
Perhaps some day MRI scans will help
us understand their peculiar, if human,

brain malfunctions. Perhaps there is
some research lab, some other confined
facility or zoological park, where they
can be studied, and even enjoyed.
There is no longer any excuse for
undecided voters in the general election this year. Martians, masquerading
as Earthlings, who have long wished
that our tumultuous, intrusive, troublemaking big blue marble of a satellite
might become like their own quiet
home planet, have now exposed their
intent. We are to be encouraged to
speed our progress in global warming as
well as other environmental, economic,
and social change to become a warm,
brighter, and quiet Martian partner
planet. In this way these apparent
Martians seem intent on recreating
an Earth no longer with fish, animals,
plants, troublesome earthling style creatures, perhaps, as some warn, without
water or an atmosphere required by this
current big blue marble of a planet.
The grotesque hoax of the so-called
Romney campaign has finally exposed
itself. All the strange, conflicting, and
confusing political shilly-shallying and
flip-flopping is no longer an excuse for
our citizens’ lack of clarity. The exposure of that devilish young visage of
a true, unreconstructed pathetic Ayn
Rand radical, Paul Ryan, washes/blows
away the fog of a colorless, conflicted
and similarly “misinformed” Romney.
Although, of course, Romney formerly
heads this apparent Martian ticket,
it seems only fair to clarify the reality
of political policy intent held by these
Martians in reflecting on the “RyanRomney” team.
It may also help if we finally are
willing to talk about the pervasive use
of racist views held by many of these

self-styled earthlings, who are so bold
to claim they represent the Party of the
Great Abolitionist, Abraham Lincoln.
Those who run the self-styled
Republican Party are probably not
particularly, personally racist, but when
useful, or even when they are desperate,
they certainly benefit from common
racism in their political struggles, even if
they hesitate to announce directly, vote
for us and you will get “that black man”
out of “our” White House.
In fact we are all infected by some,
hopefully modest, racism. It is in the
air. Perhaps we need to wear a version
of a Geiger counter that could display
the slight or heavy presence of racism in
our attitudes. White culture has always,
surely since early colonial exploitation,
both feared and so set up theories, as
well as systems of subjugation, discrimination, slavery, and general discounts of
the obviously darker “other”. It has been
almost a view of darker, or otherwise
obviously different looking beings, as
even from another planet, if not from
their own Martian satellite. Not really
human, not truly members of humanity
deserving of humane respect and rights
expressed in our religious traditions
as well as our national Constitution,
Bill of Rights, and Declaration of
Independence.
We have come a long way as a
national culture to move forward on the
abomination of racism in the last couple
of centuries, particularly since our Civil
War. This has come through higher
levels of widespread education; creation
and development of unions; as well as,
until recently, widespread prosperity.
But enormous current economic-financial corruption, widespread exportation
of our industrial functions and related

millions of jobs, [all to the enormous,
grotesque advantage of these apparent
Martians] have put historically unique
and dangerous stress on the many
millions who have as, a result, lost their
jobs and their homes.
Perhaps we can now better understand how the French, a couple of
centuries ago, came to believe the guillotine was a necessary political solution.
As a consequence current distress and
fear of the future leads many to grasp at
the straws of the No-Nothings [thankfully gone for many generations], the
current version of Tea Baggers, and the
apparent Martians now threatening us
and our blessed planet.
Actually we can understand
why billionaires vote for the so-called
Republicans. It is clearly in their
interest! I suppose they earn a star for
voting, but no stars, just black marks for
their morality, or as good citizens in a
democracy, or as citizens of the world.
And I can understand why out and
out racists would vote for the so-called
Republicans who are busy leading them
along to believe they are as bigoted as
the racist voter. Anyone else, who is
not a billionaire or is not a rabid racist,
can hardly give any credence to the
so-called Republicans. No wonder we
call their Party the “More Millions
for Millionaires Party” or simply “The
Royalist” or “The Monarchist Party.”
And even with such more honest
political party designations, they should
be required to spend a few years raising
tulips, the subject that led to the investment craze centuries ago and produced
an earlier international economic
disaster. Perhaps then even Republicans,
or apparent Martians, will return to the
Glass-Steagall law to prevent the next

economic catastrophe. At any rate
we had a couple of thousand years to
learn that, “ It is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to go to heaven.” And it
was only a few years ago that we were
informed that another rich so-called
Republican was,” born with a silver foot
in his mouth.”Or was it another orifice?
In any event we should now know that
democracy, representative government,
cannot survive private moneys in election campaigns.
Of course there are also the effective anarchists who share the Ayn Rand
refusal to accept almost any government that will not simply promote their
greed. Possibly Rand would agree to
end income taxes with a substitute of a
wealth tax.
These apparent Martians have not
believed in open elections for generations. The have consistently worked
to corrupt the election process. Across
the nation they work to disenfranchise
legitimate voters. For years when ever
they have had positions of power, they
Gerrymander voting district boundaries to eliminate opposing voters.
[The correction for this serious hazard,
as described in an earlier article, is to
eliminate most single-member districts
in multiple member bodies.] The record
also shows they eliminate voting sites,
staff, and voting booths that have in the
past, and will now make many opposing
voters in poorer neighborhoods who
cannot wait indefinitely, give up and go
home without voting. This is seriously
aggravated by the selective closing of
early voting in counties who can always
be expected to favor the opposing Party,
as in Ohio.
On top of all that, this year we
have a major national campaign by
the apparent Martians to reduce voter
Continued on page 18
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registration and even reenact an effective poll tax on blacks and the poor .
They call it new Voter ID in an outrageous form that they even announce
will cause the election of their candidate. Back in the day, we could expect
federal courts, at least the Supreme
Court, to correct such partisan
outrages.
With our current Formerly
Supreme Court, as well as incompetent
judges at lower levels, we can have no
confidence such crucial errors will be

reversed. In fact religion seems to be a
serious factor. Not only is it understood
Paul Ryan was selected in significant
degree because of his expected role in
bringing the large Catholic vote to his
Party ticket in this general election. But
also the large number of our current, but
Formerly, Supreme Court, is Catholic
and vote as a block in many major cases,
most seriously to finally convert our
representative government elections
into auctions, awarding election to the
highest election contributor bidders, as
a result of the historic and infamous

Extending Terms Limits
By JOAN GRONOWSKI

The Journal News
reported in an August
7th article reports that
a group connected
to lame-duck City
Council
President
Lesnick has started a petition drive
to call for a public referendum in
November to allow the city’s elected
officials to serve three terms in office.

This is a blatant and unabashed attempt
to corrupt the spirit of the law for
term limits as decided by the voters in
Yonkers, not once but twice - in 1994
and 2001.
Although the committee claims
this change would bring Yonkers in line
with the Westchester County Board of
Legislators, it fails to mention that the
Yonkers councilmembers enjoy a fouryear term, while the County Board

Citizens United court decision. . .
Another religious issue this year
is related to the Latter Day Saints, the
Mormons. All religions at some point,
some earlier than others, produce
“sports,” individuals, or activities, that
reflect poorly on the great visions of
their founders. In my own sect, the
Religious Society of Friends, known
as Quakers, [a relatively young religious group, founded in the 1640s.], I
have recently seen extremely destructive individuals who reflect poorly
on George Fox and William Penn,
the most notable early leaders. The
Catholic Church has never been able

to fully erase the ancient atrocities
of its Crusades and its Inquisition.
In this case the issue involves the
huge and most public corporate
face of Mormonism, the Marriott
Corporation. It is understood that Mitt
Romney is on the Marriott Corporate
Board and bears some responsibility
for the hundreds of millions dollar
court judgment fine for illegal activity
of the Corporation.
All in all, it is hard to believe any
thoughtful non-billionaires and nonrabid racists will vote for any so-called
Republican candidates, even, as they
say, even for Dog Catcher. Don’t

let any of your friends fall off the
Undecided Log to the side in the lap
of the apparent Martians!

term of office is two years, and a twelve
year term limit for them means they
must prove themselves to the voters in
six elections not just three, as would be
the case in Yonkers.This committee also
fails to mention that the County Board’s
terms expire concurrently, unlike the
staggered terms of the Yonkers city
council. It seems this committee is very
selective in how they would like to see
Yonkers officials be in sync with their
County legislative peers.
This committee also argues that
“long-term efforts to improve the city
require more time in office”, citing

“consistency and not turnaround” as a
motivation, further adding that “long
term efforts to improve the city require
more time in office”. This is a recipe
for disaster for politicians to milk the
system and prolong development
projects and other legislation requiring
their votes. There will always be issues
and development projects pending and
ongoing in any branch of government,
and to actually make an argument that
elected officials must remain in office
until they come to fruition is ludicrous.
The last voter mandate upholding
term limits in Yonkers had the

bi-partisan support of City Council
President Restiano, Majority Leader
Burrows, and Majority Leader
Brandon, and they left office at the end
of their terms without ever looking to
undo any legislation which would have
enabled them to remain in office at
the eleventh hour. Mr. Lesnick ran for
office knowing full well that term limits
was in place. Have Yonkers officials lost
the ability to make a gracious exit?

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive long-range facilities planning
director for the New York Metropolitan
Regional Planning Commission; as
planning director for the New England
Regional Commission; as a major United
Nations official in Pakistan; Board
Chairman of the Communications
Coordinating Committee for the United
Nations; Principal Representative of
Architects/Designers/Planners for Social
Responsibility to the United Nations.

Joan Gronowski is the former Yonkers City
Councilmember who represented the Third
District.
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When a Journalist’s ‘Borrowing’ Crosses the Line
By LARRY M. ELKIN

Even schoolchildren
know that copying
another’s work is wrong.
But for professional
journalists, just what it
is that constitutes “copying” can apparently get a little murky.
News commentator Fareed
Zakaria drew some unwanted attention recently because of two incidents
related to other writers. Time magazine, for which he is editor-at-large, and
CNN, for which he is a commentator,
both suspended Zakaria after media
reporters pointed out that several
paragraphs in his recent Time column
closely resembled work by Harvard
University history professor Jill Lepore
published in the New Yorker this
April. The Washington Post, for which
Zakaria writes a separate column, has
decided not to publish him this month.
Time and CNN both reinstated
Zakaria yesterday. In a statement
reported last night by The New York
Times, a Time spokeswoman said
Zakaria’s offending column was “an

unintentional error and an isolated
incident.”
While Zakaria apologized for
lifting from Lepore, calling it “a
terrible mistake,” he was himself a
victim of sloppy journalism by the very
newspaper that has just put him on
one-month hiatus. The Post reported
earlier this week that in a 2008 book,
“The Post-American World,” Zakaria
used a quote from Intel founder Andy
Grove that another author, Clyde V.
Prestowitz, gathered while researching
his 2006 book, “Three Billion New
Capitalists: The Great Shift of Power
to the East.” The Post said Zakaria
“finally acknowledged” Prestowitz in an
updated and expanded version of “The
Post-American World” published last
year.
But Zakaria’s publisher, W.W.
Norton, pointed out that the original edition of Zakaria’s book gave
Prestowitz credit for the Grove quote
in a footnote. Zakaria himself may have
forgotten that he did this, because he
initially defended not attributing the
quote as “standard practice” for the type

of book in question.
On Wednesday The Post issued an
editor’s note correcting its story. “The
Post should have examined copies of the
books and should not have published
the article,” the correction stated. “We
regret the error and apologize to Fareed
Zakaria.”
Plagiarism is not, itself, a crime,
though it can be an element of another
offense, such as fraud or copyright
infringement. Legally, nearly all cases
involving plagiarism are civil matters
in which someone who believes his or
her work has been plagiarized seeks
compensation. This is not to suggest
plagiarism alone doesn’t, or shouldn’t,
have serious consequences; plagiarism is treated especially harshly in the
academic world. Nowadays, information moves so widely and so fast that
the lines between academic standards,
journalistic ethics, civil law and criminal
law are being blurred. But that doesn’t
mean the lines are not there.
Plagiarism.org offers a definition
of plagiarism as presenting someone
else’s work or ideas as one’s own. That’s

an expansive definition. Presenting
someone else’s work as though you
were its creator fits anybody’s definition of plagiarism. However, more than
one person can share an idea, a belief
or an opinion. It is the unique individual expression of that idea that is
copyrighted.
Plagiarism.org is a site operated by
iParadigms, Inc., a company that offers
anti-plagiarism services commercially
to schools and others. It is not surprising
that it takes a broad view of what constitutes plagiarism. It also, ironically, takes a
broad view of what constitutes “fair use”
when it compiles its own large database
of student papers, which it uses to find
evidence of student plagiarism.
Helen Gurley Brown died this
week. I have not seen her death certificate, nor spoken to her doctors or family
members. I know this because it has
been widely reported in the press. I
don’t think I am committing an act of
plagiarism by reporting this statement,
or the fact that she was an influential
author and magazine editor. Of course,
if I quote liberally from her New York

Times obituary without attribution I
will be committing plagiarism, and if
I simply republish that obituary, I will
certainly have committed copyright
infringement.
If President Obama gives a speech,
and I read a news article about that
speech and then comment on what the
president said, will I commit plagiarism
if I quote from the speech? No. The
president’s speech is freely available for
all of us, including the newspaper and
me, to cite and quote.
Zakaria acknowledged he crossed
a line when he quoted a passage from
Lepore’s article nearly verbatim. But if
he had worded his own passage differently, without having personally read
the book that Lepore was describing,
would it have been plagiarism? He was
not writing a book review. Would the
context have mattered?
On the other hand, Prestowitz
interviewed Grove and subsequently
quoted him in a book. If Zakaria had
then used the quote in his own work
without mentioning Prestowitz or
Prestowitz’ book, it would have been
unfair to readers and to Prestowitz. The
first author’s original work deserves
Continued on page 19
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recognition, and readers, who otherwise
would not know that Zakaria himself
did not conduct the Grove interview,
deserve to know and evaluate his
sources.
In the rush of daily life, when
writers race to meet deadlines and

synthesize stories and commentaries
from a multitude of sources, it’s easy to
abuse someone else’s work unintentionally. It may happen in this column from
time to time, though never in ways that
would damage another writer economically. If we use a direct quote, we try
to always include a hyperlink to the

source, for example – but it’s possible to
forget, or to insert a link that later stops
working.
Plagiarism is a very strong word.
It should not get thrown around for
hyper-technical faults in citation, nor
should it be applied with an overly
broad brush.
But it’s still an important concept.
Time, CNN, The Washington Post
and other outlets are right to publicly

disavow it. If left unchecked, we would
soon have no way to know where any
information came from, or which news
sources we should trust.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president
of Palisades Hudson Financial Group a
fee-only financial planning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, NY. The firm offers
estate planning, insurance consulting,
trust planning, cross-border planning,

business valuation⁄, family office and business management, executive financial
planning, an⁄⁄d tax services. Its sister firm,
Palisades Hudson Asset Management, is
an independent investment advisor with
about $950 million under management.
Branch offices are in Atlanta and Ft.
Lauderdale.
Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.

WEIR ONLY HUMAN

The Destitution Felt by Battered Women
By BOB WEIR

Mandy
Johnson
leaned over the sink
and peered closely
into the mirror on
the cabinet door. Her
right eye was beginning to develop a puffy swelling, as
dark blue pigment surrounded the
area. A thin trail of blood seeped from
the split on her lower lip. “Oh, God,
how am I going to explain it this
time?” she murmured to herself. Her
wounds were the aftermath of another
battering by her ill-tempered husband,
Vincent. After nine years of marriage,
Mandy had become accustomed to
the periodic ritual that always began
with verbal abuse and always ended
with physical attacks. Sometimes the
assaults were the kind that didn’t leave
marks. Arm-twisting, hair pulling, and
slapping were painful and emotionally debilitating, but at least didn’t
require excuses to family, friends and
neighbors. She ran a hand towel under
warm water and dabbed gently at the
ugly hematoma developing above her
cheekbone.
“Makeup won’t cover this,”she said
as tears clouded her vision. “Everyone
will know what happened.” Mandy
had become very adept at masking the
results of each frightening encounter.
Shame kept her from revealing that her
husband treated her with disdain and
that she was too weak and insecure to
leave him. She had read all the manuals
that dealt with domestic abuse, but she
assured herself that her situation was
different. “Vincent’s a good man,” she
said softly, wiping the blood from her
mouth. “He just flies off the handle
sometimes. It’s probably because of all
the pressure he has at work,” she said,
continuing to rationalize her predicament. “What am I supposed to do,
leave him because he loses his temper
once in a while? Am I supposed to have
him arrested? Not only would he lose
his job, but we’d be disgraced by the

publicity. What would happen to me
and the kids then?” She applied some
cold cream to the swollen area and
walked back to the bedroom where the
assault took place a few minutes earlier,
just before he left for work.
“What kind of mother would I
be if I allowed anything to upset the
lives of my children?” She muttered
to herself. A photo of her and Vincent
on the dresser brought back images of
happier days. She tried to remember
when the violence began. In the beginning, he used to scream and curse at her
when he got angry. A short while later
he graduated to pushing and an occasional slap. That was the precursor to
a sustained pattern of serious physical
abuse. After every beating, she told
herself that it was partly her fault for
doing something to irritate him, and
she made up her mind not to set him
off again. “Sooner or later, he’ll come
to grips with his emotional problems
and our marriage will improve” She
reasoned. Unconsciously, she reached
for the remote control on the end
table and pressed the power button.

“I just have to be strong enough to
get through these difficult times with
him,” she sniffed. “It’s part of the
burden I have to bear to keep my children from having their lives turned
into a nightmare of divorce proceedings, alimony payments, and visitation
rights. Anything is better than that.”
She looked up at the TV screen and
blinked slowly, trying to see clearly with
the eye that wasn’t partially closed from
the swelling. A touch on the volume
button and she could hear, better than
she could see.
“A Scarsdale woman was bludgeoned to death by her husband during
an argument at the couple’s home last
night,” the reporter said. “According to
neighbors, in the upscale area just north
of New York City, the couple had often
engaged in violent arguments that
sometimes led to physical abuse of the
deceased woman. Her husband has
been arrested and charged with murder.
The couple’s three children have been
removed to a child care shelter until
other arrangements can be made to
provide for their future.” Mandy began

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of MONA SOLUTION PRODUCTS L.L.C. Arts of Org.
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on
FEBRUARY 24, 2012 . Office location:
Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: P.O. Box
68 Yonkers NY 10705. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
Notice of Formation
Hunt Woods Manor Design LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with SSNY 7/2/2012. Off.
Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY designated as agent of LLC whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o The LLC, 171 Central
Parkway, Mount Vernon, NY 10552.
Purpose: all lawful activities.

New York State Department of State
Division of Corporations, State Records and Uniform Commercial Code
Albany, NY
Articles of Organization of The Wellness Well Limited Liability Company
Under Section 203 of the liability company is: The Wellness Well Limited Liability Company.
The county, within this state, in which
the office of the limited liability company is to be located is: Westchester
The Secretary of State is designated
as agent of the limited liability company upon whom process against it
may be served. The address within or
without this state to which the Secretary of State shall mail a copy of
any process against the limited liability company served upon him is: The
Wellness Well, 160 Underhill Avenue,
West Harrison, NY 10604, USA, Organizer, Wanakee Hill

sobbing uncontrollably as she thought Hotline: 1−800−799−SAFE(7233). In
about the futility of her situation. Then, an emergency, you can also dial 911 and
she suddenly caught her breath, wiped ask for assistance.
her eyes and reached for the phone. “I
won’t let that happen to my children,” Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with
she vowed as she reached for the phone. the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten
of which were performed in plainclothes
Although the foregoing is The
a WesTchesTer
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Guardian
fictitious story, spousal abuse is real undercover assignments. Bob began a
and it is a serious national problem. writing career about 12 years ago and had
published in 1999. Bob went
Many women feel trapped and desti- his first book
CLASSIFIED
ADS
on
to
write
and publish a total of seven
tute because their husbands are the
Office
Availablein Space
Black and
White,”
wage-earners and have control of the novels, “Murder
Prime
Location,
Yorktown
Heights
“City
to
Die
For,”
“Powers
that
Be,”
finances. Leaving an abuser is often as
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.12
“Ruthie’
s
Kids,”
“Deadly
to
Love,”
“Short
frightening to the abused as facing the
Primeand
Retail
- Westchester
Death,”
and “OutCount
of
continuous physical and psychological Stories of LifeBest
Location in Yorktown Heights
Sight.”
He
also
became
a
syndicated
colum1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and
assault. If you’re suffering with similar
under the title “Weir
Only
Human.”
Store
$1200.
circumstances and need help; contact nist
Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 91
The National Domestic Violence

HELP WANTED
C L A S S I F I ED A D S

Office Space AvailablePrime Location, Yorktown
Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact
Wilca: 914.632.1230

A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job posi
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in develo
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development enta
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manage
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be fam
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus h
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

Prime Retail Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown
Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq.
Ft. Store $1200.
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THE ROMA BUILDING

2022 Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY

Office & Store Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown Location

Office Space 965 sq ft.: Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft- $3100/mo.
Store in back: 1300 sq ft. $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

WWW.WESTCHESTERGUARDIAN.COM

