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Runaway Command
By HEZI ARIS

A few short months ago, when
flowers in full bloom canvassed the
city, the insolently arrogant Yonkers PBA President Keith Olson
was inundated with inquiry, and
demanded to respond, to a series of “Blue Truth”
articles that had lodged serious concerns, legitimate allegations, and a continuing trail of controversy that have come to question his leadership as
president of the Yonkers Police Benevolent Association (PBA), and his “two great
friends”, Captain John Mueller of
Yonkers Fourth Police Precinct, and
Detective Sergeant Brian Moran of
the Yonkers Detective Division.
In Olson’s legally crafted response letter, titled “Setting the Record Straight – The Real Blue Truth”,
he is quoted as stating, that the “Blue
Truth” articles “are full of gross inaccuracies and false allegations as
it relates to me, and my friends, and co-workers
Captain John Mueller, and Detective Sergeant
Brian Moran.” Olson also goes on to state, “first
and foremost, I denounce any and all allegations
that are made against me.”
Let us logically begin with Captain John
Mueller who is the commanding officer of the
Fourth Precinct located in northwest Yonkers.
Mueller was transferred to the precinct in January of 2012, and had never commanded a precinct,
much less a staff of ten. Mueller realized he needed
an ally to assist and help him get things off the
ground. To that end, Mueller was quick to bring in
Olson’s brother-in-law Lt. Anthony Chiarella because he could be trusted to not challenge Mueller,
and could also bolster the captain’s controversial
image in the precinct. Mueller was under great
pressure because he, Olson, and Moran, had just
concluded writing up a well-liked, well-respected
detective, and PBA Vice-President Ray Montero,
who they all knew was a seasoned, highly decorated detective that called for a vote of no confidence
against one-time YPD Commissioner Edmund
Hartnett, and was also rumored to be a candidate
who might challenge Olson in the foreseeable future.
Meanwhile, Mueller was bewildered; spiteful for not being selected by the new Mayor Mike
Spano’s administration to be the new Yonkers
police commissioner. Mueller was only being considered at that time for an open Deputy Chief ’s
position that eventually went to a more qualified,
intelligent, well-received professional Captain
Francis “Frank” Intervallo, who had great experience commanding a police precinct without issues
or controversies.
Because of the outcome and circumstances
defined above, Mueller found himself incapable

of transforming the perception of himself by the
rank and file who had come to describe Mueller
as a calculating, aloof, arrogant and frustrated man
and captain. Mueller bolstered Olson’s image every
time he could; openly supported Olson’s shadow
job action, so much so, that it would come to challenge and undermine the goals and structure of the
Yonkers Police Department. According to some
insiders, Mueller and Olson were known to be selfserving individuals who were focused and engaged
in planning their ultimate achievement: complete
control of the department.
When Olson ordered the members of his union not to write any
summonses that would garner the
city revenue, Mueller supported the
union’s goals by not saying anything.
Mueller also went after anyone affiliated with former PBA Vice President Ray Montero, and as a result,
cut their overtime, denied them shift
transfers, even changed their shifts.
It was also reported that he berated,
and pressured a supervisor about his responsibilities in front of uniformed personnel who Mueller
perceived as a threat to the environment and culture of the precinct. He even denied a supervisor a
request for a tour change to which he was entitled
by seniority.
Mueller was consumed by self-doubt due to
his being passed over by others recognized to be
more worthy of postings he coveted. So immersed
was he in self-doubt, he overlooked his responsibilities as captain, allowing his precinct cost overruns
valued at approximately 60 percent over the allotted monthly precinct budget several times. He desperately wanted to be liked by the personnel, and
desirous of them to think he was the best captain
of all time. Little did his colleagues know it was all
a show for self-gratification to bolster his image for
his own personal future endeavors.
His obvious bitterness and melancholy
prompted him to not show up to promotions and
ceremonies; he would even take the day off, if he
could, to avoid such events. His depression so exacerbated his bitterness he recoiled from his peers,
becoming reclusive. It was at this time that the
word in the YPD was that he was controlled by his
“great friend” Keith Olson.
At CompStat meetings Mueller and Executive Lt. Anthony Chiarella, Olson’s brother-in-law,
would wear dark uniform dress shirts to show their
contempt for Commissioner Charles Gardner
while all the other supervisors wore the required
white dress shirt. Mueller and Chiarella were in
time admonished to wear required protocol-specific uniform attire.
Word would come to reach the Yonkers Tribune that Mueller was running the precinct as if
it were his own; to do as he pleased – a good ole
Continued on page 4
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Runaway Command

Continued from page 3
boys club with barbecues and drink. He
would at times even hang around to
eat with his personnel. He would even
walk about the precinct in his flip-flops
and was often seen cleaning and cooking. Few suspected this personae and
conduct was all for show. He continued
to ignore his responsibility as the captain of the precinct and turned a blind
eye to the mounting, recurring overtime expenditures. Mueller’s oversight
at the Fourth Precinct was anathema
to the time when Mueller worked as
a commander of the Intel Unit under
Hartnett. There, Mueller personally cut
overtime by sixty percent; he cut personnel and effectiveness so as to suit his
contemplated advancement without
concern to the safety of his colleagues
or to the safety of the community at
large! Ouch!!!
Word got out that things were so

great in the Fourth Precinct that personnel from all over the city wanted
to go there because the other precincts
were conducted under standards and
protocol that were more strict; designed
to more effectively meet goals and standards compliant to the Yonkers Police
Department (YPD) and the City of
Yonkers (CoY).
The need to find Captain Mueller
a position within the department commensurate with his blatant irresponsibility as a commander revealed itself to
be necessary and in order. Police Commissioner Gardner decided to find a
position more in line with Captain
Mueller’s capabilities, and the goals of
the department. The orders came down
and Mueller was to be transferred to
take over the Detention Unit because
of Mueller’s inability to conform. Not
to make it look as if Mueller was being
singled out, two other well known, and
professional captains from the Second
and Third Police Precincts were thrown

into the mix and were informed of
their new assignments. Those two
well-respected professional captains
demonstrated their leadership abilities
and approached their new assignment
without any discourse or animosity on
the surface.
As for Captain John Mueller he
immediately resisted the transfer, and
with his “great friend” Det. Keith Olson, immediately started an online site
to “stop” the transfer. Keith Olson immediately began to make his political
calls, and instructed the men and woman of the precinct to go out and shake
the tree branches to spark telephone
calls to Yonkers City Hall or to anyone
that would listen. After an embarrassing display of such defiant behavior
some former politicians called in some
old markers in their attempt to save
the self-destructive Captain Mueller.
Imagine a captain like Mueller who’s
only desire was to be the top dog, shattered at the first glimpse of a transfer.

When a request to avoid a transfer was
mentioned to Olson by a PBA member, Olson dismissively advised, “I can’t
do anything about it!”
Perhaps Mueller studied too
much. Perhaps Mueller should have
spent a little more time on the streets
before he developed this selfish thirst
to control others. Perhaps he would not
have displayed such a despicable and
amateurish response to an order from
the highly experienced, knowledgeable,
and well-respected Police Commissioner Charles Gardener.
Even though Captain Mueller
received a temporary stay, and pleaded
his case to rescind the transfer that is
virtually unheard of within the police department, he is still not without
controversy. Sources report that when
he received the news that he would
be given another chance to conform
to the overall goals, and set standards
of the department; he reportedly had
purchased food and beverages, and had

a late night party into the early hours
of the morning at the precinct. That
party has apparently launched a large
scale ongoing Internal Investigation,
that is currently very active, and most
controversial. One has to wonder why
a union president, such as Keith Olson,
would jump through hoops, and put
out so much misinformation about the
transfer, and purposely attempted to
discredit the distinguished credentials
of the new incoming captain that never
arrived. C.L.S.A. (Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants Association) President
Thomas Phelan was the only smart
one; he decided to stay out of transfer
orders drama. PBA President Keith
Olson turned out to be the inexperienced fool that went to the aid of the
inexperience Captain Mueller.
Those who wish to contest any
“facts” herein are asked to do so by directing email to Blue Truth.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Astorino Campaign Suffers a Series of Setbacks
By NANCY KING
The past couple of
weeks have not been
kind to the Rob Astorino re-election campaign. Endorsements
have been slow to roll in and now Judge
Robert DiBella ruled Westchester
County Executive Astorino would be
unable to appear on the Independence
Party line in September’s primary in
September. As reported earlier in The
Westchester Guardian, Astorino over the
past year was quietly aware the “family and friends” network comprised
of his staffers on the 9th floor change
their party affiliations from Republican
Party to Independence Party members.
Astorino, who did not receive the endorsement of the Westchester Independence Party this time around has
publicly stated more than once that he
didn’t get this election cycle’s endorsement because he refused to provide

high ranking patronage jobs to members of the Independence Party’s executive board. That is in itself interesting
reasoning considering Mr. Astorino
has indeed provided very high ranking patronage positions to members
of the Westchester Republican and
Conservative parties. Since no Republican has ever been elected or re-elected
without the Independence Party line,
the Astorino campaign took its case to
the Appellate Court division to get the
right to a primary ballot. Yet the Appellate Court added further insult to
the Astorino re-election bid when it
upheld Judge DiBella’s ruling Thursday
afternoon, August 15, 2013, denying
the Astorino campaign effort to engage
in a primary challenge. The 4-0 ruling
cannot be further appealed.
Worry from the current CE has
also played heavily in what has turned
out to be a two candidate smear campaign that gets uglier by the day. Last
week, the County Executive unveiled

his third television commercial where
there are allegedly residents of the City
of New Rochelle; touting numerous
reasons that Mayor Noam Bramson
isn’t fit to be CE much less continues to
be Mayor of New Rochelle. Citing tax
increases, and alleging the poor quality

of life that New Rochelle residents have
endured under Bramson, it’s clear that
the CE and his campaign staff have
resorted to scaring the voting public to
death.
The Bramson campaign has
countered back with their own allegations against County Executive Astorino. On Thursday, August 15, 2013,
Bramson held a press conference on
the steps of the Federal Court House
in White Plains where he accused the
current administration of violating the
Safe Drinking Water Act. According
to Bramson, the Astorino Administration knew upon taking office in 2010
that water delivered to the Westchester
communities of White Plains, Mount
Vernon and Scarsdale was to be treated
by early 2012. Bramson contends that
the County is ignoring this Federal
lawsuit and is incurring a daily fine of
$37,500 a day in fines that will likely
be incurred by the taxpayer. Bramson
contends that the Astorino administra-

tion could have placed UV treatment
lights at the Kensico Dam shaft or
could have made an arrangement to tie
into the New York City UV treatment
facility currently under construction on
the Grasslands Reservation. Following
this press conference, the County of
Westchester issued a statement that the
drinking water delivered to those three
communities is safe to drink.
So whether, its water treatment,
invalid petition signatures, the looming HUD deadline, a still unaverted
Bee-Line bus crisis, or keeping a public pool closed for three years, it seems
the Astorino campaign has spent the
last couple of weeks in damage control
mode. Neither one of these candidates
have been perfect elected officials and
both are hell bent on making the other
look as bad as possible as Westchesterites inch closer to election day. The real
question is whether Westchester voters
are keeping a score card on the merits
or foibles of each candidate.
Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

MEDICINE WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (or CAN’T) TELL YOU

Could You Have Low Testosterone (Low T)?
By EVAN S. LEVINE,
M.D.
Are you one of the
millions of men who
may have Low T?

The Low T quiz can help you find
out if you may have low T and if you
should talk to your doctor.
Talk to your doctor about your
symptoms and ask if you should be
tested for low testosterone (Low T).

This questionnaire is supplied by
Abbvie Labs, the makers of Androgel.
According to this “Quiz”, just about
every man I know could have “Low T.”
They imply that there are millions who
need their testosterone gel. Yet, has any

man reading this, in his 50s or older noticed that they are not as strong as they
were, perhaps not as good as they once
were in playing basketball , or any other
competitive sport? A bit more grumpy
these days, even if it may be because you
are concerned about your children, job,
retirement, or the state of our economy?
Do we all have this horrible “Low T

disease?” Are you one of millions who
need to call your doctor and get started
on Andro-gel?
Makers of testosterone products,
like Abbvie previously known as Abbott Labs, the largest supplier of Testostorone, want to sell their drug as
much as a Mexican drug lord wishes to
market his drugs. And, in my opinion,
Continued on page 5
Continued from page 4
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Could You Have Low Testosterone (Low T)?
with the same regard to your safety and
health.These slick Pharma Cartels have
recruited some of the best drug pushers
available, men and women who can legally give their patients a piece of paper
allowing their naïve customer to purchase it legally at any pharmacy in the
United States. They’ve got the ultimate
drug distribution ring!
To increase sales, big Pharm has
also hired the best writers and ad men,
from the same mold as those who sold
Americans on tobacco with ads like “
More Doctors Smoke Camels Than
Any Other Cigarette,” to give us the
image of testostorone restoring our
strength and our youth with no risk.
Are you a 50 year-old divorced man
who is having trouble hooking up with
an attractive and younger partner? It

Take the “Is it Low T?”
Quiz

1. Do you have a decrease in libido (sex drive)?
o Yes o No
2. Do you have a lack of energy?
o Yes o No
3. Do you have a decrease in
strength and/or endurance?
o Yes o No
4. Have you lost height?
o Yes o No
5. Have you noticed a decrease
in your enjoyment of life?
o Yes o No
6. Are you sad and/or grumpy?
o Yes o No
7. Are your erections less strong?
o Yes o No
8. Have you noticed a recent deterioration in your ability to play
sports?
o Yes o No
9. Are you falling asleep after dinner?
o Yes o No
10. Has there been a recent deterioration in your work performance?
o Yes o No

Your “Is it Low T?”
Quiz Results

If you answered “yes” to questions 1 or 7, or to at least three of
the other questions, your symptoms
may be caused by Low T.
Print or email your results and
bring them to your next appointment.

seems to me that a bit of testosterone
may help you look and feel better and
be a real performance enhancer in bed.
And according to a recent article in the
Journal of American Medical Association (JAMA) this campaign, to get
every man out there on Testosterone,
is working with a tripling in the use of
testosterone replacement in the past ten
years.
As I have suggested, doctors
who previously practiced the range of
disciplines from Emergency Room
medicine to Cardiology, the drug company execs would have as much trouble
pushing their testosterone as would
tdrug Czars without their local distribution in place. It seems that many
doctors are just handing testosterone
shots and gels out without really practicing medicine. In a recent article, also
published in the June edition of JAMA,
over 25% of men who received testosterone never had their blood levels
checked. And of those who had their
blood levels checked it appears that
most did not have their levels checked
the appropriate amount of times: (total
testosterone levels can decrease with
weight gain, or stress, even fluctuate depending on the time of day) or with an
appropriate test that checks both total
and free Testosterone. Sadly, it appears
that there are likely thousands of doctors performing a task for cash and not
to “heal thy patient.”
It is important to note that I am
discussing real hormone testosterone
replacement and not some over-the –
counter supplement that is being sold
by some snake oil salesmen on TV.
Those people are just ripping you off
although it may be entirely true that using their magic pill, since it likely has no
medicinal value, is ultimately safer than
taking the real thing.
Our healthcare system remains
controlled and manipulated by big
money and big business, as it was in the
1990s when a similar campaign made it
seem that every postmenopausal woman should be taking estrogen replacement. After industry convinced doctors
and patients that estrogen therapy was
good for postmenopausal women, and
after many billions in profit, it turned
out, that replacement may have made
women look and feel better but it also
killed many, as well. Sadly, it seems
to me that Pharma is now telling us,
what’s good for the gander is good for
the goose.
It is my impression that big Pharma has not only lied to millions of men,
who are foolishly taking a toxic drug to
look and feel better, but they have con-

spired to slow the wheels of academia
and have failed to help fund studies that
may show the dangers of hormone replacement.
Small studies, including the
TOMS trial have strongly suggested
that this type of hormone replacement
could kill elderly men while others,
mostly sponsored by Pharma, have
shown equivocal outcomes. A large
independently funded study, that we
often see with other medications or
treatments, is not in the works.
And so Pharma seems to have manipulated outcomes by providing relatively short durations of their studies,
with many of them only following patients for six months. The problem here

is that the beneficial effects of testosterone; increased lean muscle mass, improved energy, and better performance
in the sack may take only a month or so
but the complex pathology or increased
plaque in your heart or brain and a subsequent myocardial infarction (MI) or
death could take years! Hey, I bet if we
took forty and fifty-year-old men and
gave them some tobacco to smoke for
six months that the study would find
that men who smoked felt more relaxed and even lost weight. Take that
study out to 10 years or so and it would
then be obvious that smoking tobacco
kills people. A study of thalidomide for
pregnant women having morning sickness would have favorable results if it

only followed those women into their
third trimester, and so and so. I think
these sneaky bastards are fully aware of
this, are slowly funding studies that follow patients out for a very short while
in an effort to make billions until someone realizes, as we did with tobacco, or
thalidomide, or estrogen replacement,
that these therapies harmed millions.
For those fans of Breaking Bad,
Walter White MD, might just say they
are businessmen supplying a product
that people want.
Dr. Evan S. Levine is a cardiologist in
New York, NY and Yonkers, NY. He is also
the author of the book “What Your Doctor
Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You”. He resides in
Connecticut with his wife and children.
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
As my wonderful children often point out, I
have no sense of direction. I get lost backing
out of our driveway, but
not to worry, I was able to find my way
to the patio and my favorite lawn chair
to write this week’s “GPS free” edition
of “News & Notes.”
The Briarcliff-based Westchester SPCA will host a top hat and
cocktails gala at the Ritz-Carlton in
White Plains to celebrate and to raise
money for the animals at the SPCA
of Westchester on October 18th. This
formal and elegant evening will feature a unique twist; guests are invited
to bring along a well-behaved canine
“date.” The evening includes cocktails
and hors d’oeuvres with various free
animal-related activities for guests and

their pets to enjoy, such as a canine ice
cream bar, animal communicator and
personalized pet portraits, in addition
to a fabulous silent auction and dancing, sounds like a “purr-fect” evening….
Artist Sharon Butler has a new
exhibition “Dense Surveillance” on
display at the Westchester Community
College’s Fine Arts Gallery September
3rd through November 9th.
On Tuesday August 27th at
6:00pm meet the Hawkwatch team
at the Chestnut Ridge Hawkwatch
platform in the Arthur Butler Sanctuary on 256 Chestnut Ridge Road in
Bedford Corners. To enjoy this event
register call 914-519-7801, the cost for
registration is free and don’t forget your
binoculars.
If you love slithering serpents and
are not afraid of snakes, or better yet
want to learn more about them, come
to the Teatown Lake Reservation on

Saturday, August 24th. Beginning at
11:00am, discover why a snake’s bad
rap is underserved and meet a few
friendly reptiles. This program is free
for members and $5 for nonmembers,
register at 915-762-2912 x110. The
Reservation is located on 1600 Spring
Valley Road in Ossining.
Calling all college bound students... if you are looking for some extra
practice before you take the SATs then
you will want to register for a Fall SAT
Prep class. The Northern Westchester
Chinese School is offering a 10-week
SAT Prep course beginning September
21st. Classes will be held at the Briarcliff Middle School and they will hold
two sessions, but enrollment is limited.
Registration will take place Monday,
August 26th, at 7:00am, at the Middle
School, on 444 Pleasantville Road.
I can’t believe we are mentioning a
harvest festival all ready, but indeed we

are, the Stone Barns annual festival is
set for October 5th at the Stone Barns
Center in Pocantico Hills. The event
is an educational, fun-filled day with
live music, square dancing (just love to
dosey doe, whenever I can), hayrides
and of course great food.
Westchester County Airport is set
to receive $6.5 million dollars from the
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA)
Airport improvement Program for needed renovations and new equipment.
We all know how “corny” I am, so
this event is right up my alley… a new
interactive festival “CORNucopia” is
slated for August 31 - September 2 at
Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hollow,
featuring all things corn from shucking
to mazes to yummy bags of popcorn.
If you missed the shooting stars
last week, as we did, then you won’t
want to miss Teatown’s Cliffdale Farm
as they will host an evening program
searching for nighttime moths on Friday August 23rd at 7:30pm. Join Charlie Roberto to discover these unique
insects. The program is free, but will fill

up quickly so register soon by calling
914.762.2912 x 110 to reserve. Cliffdale Farm is located on Teatown Road
in Croton on Hudson.
Our friends at the Katonah Museum have “Remix: Selections from
the International Collage Center,”
featuring works created during the last
70 years by over 100 artists on display
through October 13th.
The Armonk Players are holding
auditions for “Something’s Afoot,” to
be held on Tuesday, September 3rd, and
Thursday, September 5th with callbacks
Sunday, September 8th, at the Whippoorwill Hall (North Castle Public Library -- use Kent Place entrance), good
luck to all.
If you ever need a tour of the area
grocery stores, by all means call my wife,
she knows them all, visits them all and
has charge cards for them all… see you
next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills,
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Señoritas
By SHERIF AWAD
A feature debut from its
Colombian writer-director Lina Rodriguez,
the Colombian-Canadian co-production Señoritas had its U.S. Premiere in Lincoln
Center last July after being screened in
the 53rd edition of the Cartagena International Film Festival in Colombia
early this year.
There are a lot of connotations
with the term “Señoritas” in Colombia,
more likely with beautiful young women and beauty pageants. In Lina Rodriguez’s film, the title refers to the main
character Alejandra, played by Maria
Serran, and her circle of friends who
spend their waking hours between bars,
swimming pools, and accessories shops.
The film starts with the camera
following Alejandra who is a middleclass young woman from Bogota. In
her daily routines, Alejandra puts on
makeup, gets ready to go out, parties with friends, goes out with boys,
walks home. Rodriguez tells the story
in few scenes, each around ten minutes
or more, where the camera continues
to roll, documentary style. It is a new
technique for a Latin American direc-

Maria Serran as Alejandra in Señoritas.
tor who was obviously influenced by years ago when Rodriguez went back
the arthouse American and European to Colombia to do some research and
Cinema during and after her study interviews for a feature debut. Slowly,
the character of Alejandra started to
years in Toronto.
Before Señoritas, the Colombian take shape in her mind, inspired by her
writer-director Lina Rodriguez wrote, own experience of growing up in Bodirected and produced several short gota during her early childhood until
films, video and cinema installations, she went to England when she was
and performances, in addition to an eighteen years old. In the early scene
experimental short film called Proto- where Alejandra is getting ready to go
colo (2011). Rodriguez’s Toronto-based out with her friends, we get to see her
company Rayon Vert produced and mother who is offering her some fresh
self-financed Señoritas, without relying juice. In fact, Lena Rodriguez cast her
on major entities in either Colombia or own mother in the role of Alejandra’s
Canada. As a work in progress, Señori- mother (a sign of many autobiographitas won the Sinsistema Award at the cal references) alongside many nonprofessional actors who play Alejandra’s
2012 Buenos Aires Lab.
Working on Señoritas started four friends. Rodriguez did not push the

Writer-director Lina Rodriguez at Lincoln Center.

cast to learn the script by heart so most
of the time the viewer is witness to a
panoply of improvisation.
The film ends with a scene similar
to the opening one having Alejandra
walking across Bogota’s streets, which
gives the feeling that her daily life will
remain unchanged, with its emptiness
and solitude. Señoritas takes us on a
journey to glimpse the status of youth
in one Latin American city but the tour
is quick and seen from up high and

somehow removed from the characters.
Unfortunately, we don’t get the time to
feel and empathize with the characters
who seem to vaporize from our mind
like a mirage after the rolling credits
complete their task.
Rodriguez is writing a second feature to be shot in Colombia, a family
drama about a father trying to figure
out what to do with his life.

Continued on page 7
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Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a
film / video critic and curator. He is the
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director for both the Alexandria Film
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also
contributes to Variety, in the United States,
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The
Westchester Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.com).
Lina Rodriguez’s real-life mother (right) plays Alejandra’s mother.

EDUCATION

Asst. Professor Rollins to Lead NIH Training Grant for Students at College of Mount Saint Vincent
RIVERDALE, NY -- Dr. Janet Rollins, Assistant Professor of Chemistry
at the College of Mount Saint Vincent (CoMSV), has received National
Institute of Health (NIH) training
grant funding through collaboration
with Brown University. Dr. Rollins and
CoMSV students will collaborate on a
research study based at Brown University beginning September 2013.
The study will focus on the impact of anticancer drugs on fertility
and sperm development. Using fruit
flies, Dr. Rollins and an elite group of
student researchers will develop their
own research theories. Over the summer, one Mount Saint Vincent student

will attend Brown University to continue the same research, fully funded by
Brown. The grant is provided for three
years, giving the opportunity for three
Mount students.
People all over the country are becoming more aware of the College of
Mount Saint Vincent,” says Dr. Rollins.
The research funding we are receiving
trains quality students and gives them
a sense of opportunity and empowerment.”
The College of Mount Saint
Vincent is an academically excellent,
authentically inclusive, Catholic and
ecumenical liberal arts college. It com-

bines a strong core curriculum with a
full array of majors in the liberal arts
and selected professional fields of

study, including accounting, business
administration, education, and nursing. Through its School of Professional
and Continuing Studies, the College
extends its primary undergraduate mission by offering high quality graduate
studies in business, education and nursing and an array of undergraduate and
certificate programs serving non-traditional students. Mount Saint Vincent
is located on a pastoral campus in New
York City, with easy access to all the
educational, cultural, and recreational
opportunities that the City affords.

If You Find a Bat in Your Home, Catch and Keep It for Testing!

Bats are making a big August comeback. This month, more than any other,
is when Westchester residents are most
likely to find a bat in their home.
This week alone, 51 bats have been
brought to the health department for
testing because they were found in
a home, up from 30 during the same
time period last year. Also, during the
first two weeks this month, 16 people
have had to start preventive rabies treatment because they were exposed to a
bat but did not catch the bat so it could
be tested for rabies.
“We’d like everyone to catch the
bat,” said Health Commissioner Sherlita Amler, MD. “Most of the time, the
bats tested are not rabid, so you and your

fami
ly
can be
spared
unneeded
treatment.
But rabies is fatal, so
without the bat to test, you
will most likely have to get
rabies shots.”
There is a better way. If you find
a bat in your home, don’t panic and
never let the bat fly out the window.To

learn
h o w
to safely
capture a
bat in your
home, watch
the video on the health
department website at
www.westchestergov.com/
health. If there’s a chance
that a person or pet in your house
had contact with the bat, catch that
bat and call the health department at

INVITES YOU TO SHARE
HUMANIST-INSPIRED
ROSH HASHANA SERVICES
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER
4, 6:45 PM: Adult Service.
Childcare Provided
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 9:30
AM Adult Service concurrent
with Children’s Service
At the Community Unitarian
Church, 468 Rosedale Avenue,
White Plains

RABBI FRANK TAMBURELLO
EXPLORING THE THEME

HEALTH

August is Batty

THE WESTCHESTER
COMMUNITY FOR
HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

914-813-5000 to arrange to have it
tested for rabies.
For those who capture the bat,
97 percent of the bats tested do not
have rabies, so those residents are
spared the series of rabies shots. As
long as the bat is not rabid, no one
will need rabies shots. But if the bat is
rabid, a series of life-saving vaccines
must begin soon.
For each of the past five years,
about 148 Westchester residents have
required rabies treatment after being exposed to bats that could not be
caught for testing. In most cases, treatment could have been avoided if the bat
had been caught and tested for rabies.
Whenever a bat is found in a room
with a sleeping or mentally impaired
person or with a young child or pet,
contact with the bat must be suspected

Continued on page 8

“LISTENING TO THE VOICE
WITHIN”
MUSIC PROVIDED BY PROF.
RUTH LEVY-SCHUDROFF, GUEST
SINGER, MICHAEL IANNUCCI,
AND THE WCHJ CHOIR.
RSVP BEFORE 8/31
charlotteklein48@verizon.net
or call 914-218-8535
There is no charge but
donations are welcome.
Free Babysitting
Yom Kippur and Break-The
Fast: Saturday, 9/14, 3 pm
No charge for service **$10 per
person for Break The Fast
Succoth, Saturday, 9/21. 2pm
RSVP charlotteklein48@
verizon.net or 914-218-8535
For more information visit wchj.
org or email- info@wchj.org
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Continued from page 7
and it is essential to call the Westchester County Health Department at
(914) 813-5000.
Here’s how to safely catch a bat:
Close windows and doors so the
bat cannot escape.

Wear thick gloves and grab a container (such as a coffee can), a piece of
cardboard and some tape.
Wait until the bat has settled on a
wall.
Place the container over the bat,
trapping it against the wall.
Slide the cardboard between the
wall and container to trap the bat inside.

Tape the cardboard to the container
It’s critical to keep it on ice in a
cooler or double-bag it and place it in
the freezer.
Call the Health Department at
(914) 813-5000 for advice on submitting the bat for testing.
It’s also a good idea to learn how to
bat-proof your home, by adding screens

to your eaves and attic openings. Another favorite place for bats to hang out
is inside your closed patio umbrella, so
beware when you open it.
From 1995 to 2011, 49 people
died of rabies in the U.S; 35 of them
had been exposed to bats, according
to the Centers for Disease Control &
Prevention.
For more information on rabies,

Like the Westchester County Department of Health (WCDoH) at
www.Facebook.com/wchealthdept,
Follow the WCDoH on Twitter @
wchealthdept, call the Westchester County Health Department at
(914) 813-5000, or visit the website
at www.westchestergov.com/health.

tal receptionist. She shouldn’t be too
friendly or too gloomy. She needs to
be somewhere in the middle, between
welcoming a tourist to Disneyland and
welcoming a griever to a funeral home.
I read some time ago that dentists
have the highest suicide rate of any profession. Think about it, they spend most
of their time staring into someone’s
mouth, with little else to do in their
job. Despite earning a lot of money, this
must not make up for the little job satisfaction.
It made me stop and think about
my dentist, bless his heart. It struck me
that I need to be receptionist friendly
and kinder than I’ve been to him in the
past. I’m really glad there is someone
who is willing to look into my mouth
and get spit all over him. The last time I
went in, there was a photo of my mouth
up on the computer screen by the chair

I was put in. It grossed me out! How
would you like to spend most of your
days pushing a big tongue out of the
way, drilling and chiseling out decay,
rinsing out bloody mouths and sucking
it up with a hose?
When was the last time you
hugged your dentist or just thanked
him/her for what he/she does for you?
And maybe, if your dentist has a receptionist that is too friendly, you could
tell her to turn that charm on her boss.
God knows he could use it.

However, the guidelines stress that “the
Department cannot adopt certain measures without legislative action.”
Specifically, the document calls on
Congress to pass a federal shield law.
Shield laws, common at the state level,
are supposed to prevent courts from
forcing reporters to reveal their sources.
In many cases, however, courts have
limited or overridden shield laws, often
on grounds that a defendant’s right to
a fair trial trumps any right journalists
have to protect their sources.
The guidelines, together with a
recent press conference by President
Obama, are supposed to reassure us that
the administration has not completely
forgotten about the First Amendment. Holder promised the guidelines
would “help ensure the proper balance
is struck when pursuing investigations
into unauthorized disclosures.”
In reality, however, the guidelines
simply continue the administration’s
divide-and-conquer strategy of chipping away at freedom of expression.
The president and his minions seek to
be seen as defenders of a free press by
supporting the established media, while
attacking the freedom of anyone out-

side that establishment.
The guidelines refer repeatedly to
“members of the news media” as if this
were a self-evident class. However, it’s
not at all clear who the Department
of Justice really means when it uses
this term. Is an author of a not-yetpublished manuscript a member of
the “news media?” How about a selfemployed blogger, or someone who
works for a web-only news service? Are
we going to start counting page views
to determine which sites are included
as part of the “news media?” Or is the
government going to make that decision based on how it views the site’s
content?
It isn’t press freedom if the government gets to decide which part of the
press is free to report the news.
Certainly there is a good chance
that the administration does not mean
to protect WikiLeaks and its founder,
Julian Assange. In 2010, several officials suggested that the administration
hoped to bring Espionage Act charges
against Assange. The military’s decision
to charge Manning with “aiding the
enemy” makes clear exactly how the

MAKE IT FUN!

Have You Hugged Your Dentist Lately?
By PAM YOUNG
I don’t know about you,
but I don’t like to go
to the dentist. Once I
make an appointment
and get it on my calendar, it sticks out like a countdown to a
jury verdict. Making the appointment
to the chair and getting in the chair are
not high on my make it fun list, but
in the spirit of my motto, Make it fun
and it will get done! I try to stay cheerful
through the process, twice a year.
After a recent appointment, I got
an email from my dentist with a questionnaire attached. I’d gone in to get
my teeth cleaned and it seems they
wanted to know how they had done.

I answered the various questions with
a rating system that gave me a range
of choices from excellent to lousy and
I rated my dentist and his staff in the
excellent range.
However, I did have a problem
with the email itself. The cover note
said, “Hello, we had Pam in our office
for a check-up and we’d like to know
how we did.” Who were they writing
too? My mom? The health advisor at
the old age home? It made me mad. I
don’t like people who speak in the first
person and this almost made me want
to write, “Pam thinks you did just fine.”
At the end of the questionnaire
there was a place for me to expand
my thoughts, something every writer

loves to do. I took the opportunity to
expound on an issue I had with the receptionist of another dentist in my past.
She was way too friendly! When you’re
going to the dentist to have a tooth
pulled or a root canal, you don’t need to
be greeted by a perky, cheerleader type
like your checking into some resort on
vacation.
“Hi there doll, how are you today?”
“Just peachy.” I was there to get a
root canal.”
“GREAT. What’s your name?”
“Pam Young.”
“Okay, GREAT Pam! Doctor will
see you in just a few minutes. Like your
shoes!”
I think it’s tricky being a den-

For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll
find many musings, videos of Pam in the
kitchen preparing delicious meals, videos on how to get organized, ways to lose
weight and get your finances in order, all
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

CURRENT COMMENTARY

Defending the Press or Managing It?
By LARRY M. ELKIN
Here is what you learn
at the first session of
Press Handlers 101: To
manage reporters, treat
them as if they are as
special as they think they are.
If you run a sports team, give them
access to the locker room and a press
box with a great view. If you run a museum, send them tickets to your gala
event. And if you run the government,
offer them seats on Air Force One and
an occasional “exclusive” interview with
The Chief.
But a carrot-only approach does
not work forever. Eventually you end
up with a fat horse that thinks it is entitled to do, or in this case report, whatever it wants. That is not your goal. You
want a “responsible” press, which covers
the news you want it to cover and leaves
the rest pretty much alone. You have to
be prepared to show some stick.
The Obama administration handles the press as well as any in memory,

and it has shown plenty of stick when
it comes to the press and the First
Amendment. But that was just for
effect. News handlers at the Justice
Department have hastened to issue
guidelines to reassure “members of the
news media” that they will never be
prosecuted “based solely on newsgathering activities.”
Yet shortly after the guidelines’
release, James Risen, the author of the
2006 book “State of War”and a reporter
for The New York Times, was ordered by
a federal appeals court to testify about
the source of material in his book. A
former CIA official has been charged
with providing the information.
In another case, a military judge
found Pfc. Bradley Manning guilty of
violating the Espionage Act for releasing classified documents and videos to
WikiLeaks. Manning was acquitted of
the more serious charge of “aiding the
enemy,” but he still faces a potential
136-year sentence.
The press is also still teasing out
the long-term implications of a search

warrant that suggested Fox News correspondent James Rosen might be an
“aider and abettor and/or a co-conspirator” in a crime because he received
classified information from a source,
and a secret search of The Associated
Press’ telephone records. Meanwhile,
the United States continues to demand
that Russia return Edward Snowden,
whose leaks of National Security
Agency secrets to the press raised questions about whether journalists could
be prosecuted for publishing the material.
The Justice Department guidelines,
which are not binding upon Holder,
nor upon future administrations, would
limit the circumstances under which
the government could seek access to
“records related to newsgathering activities” without prior notice, as it did in
the Associated Press search. The guidelines would also require greater involvement by the attorney general, rather
than just lower-level prosecutors, in deciding whether to seek search warrants
directed at members of the news media.

Continued on page 9
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Defending the Press or Managing It?
Continued from page 8
government feels about WikiLeaks.
In a “National Review Online”
piece, a former Bush administration
lawyer, John Yoo, chillingly expressed
the rationale that seems to lie behind
the thinking of current administration
officials as well: “Manning’s defenders
will say that Manning only leaked information to the 21st-century equivalent of a newspaper, and that he could
not have known that al-Qaeda would
read it. But Wikileaks is not the New
York Times or the Wall Street Journal
and it does not have First Amendment
rights.”
The administration’s response
to Citizens United v. Federal Election
Commission represents another side of
the divide-and-conquer strategy. The
ruling was a clear victory for freedom
of speech, affirming that any group of
people, regardless of how they choose
to organize themselves, has the right
to make their opinions known. But
the administration and its political allies have consistently painted corporate
speakers as special interests, unworthy
of free speech rights.
A federal shield law, as advocated
by Holder, would further entrench the

gulf between protected “journalists” and
non-protected others. At a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on a shield
law bill, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., expressed concern that any shield
law cover only “real reporters.” The
bill’s sponsor, Sen. Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., assured her that, under his bill,
“Wikileaks and all those others are not
protected.” If you are one of “all those
others,” take note.
So far, the established press has
shown itself to be all too willing to
benefit at the expense of “all those others.” The Wall Street Journal has, on
its editorial page, essentially called for
Assange’s assassination. The New York
Times, meanwhile, has firmly sided
with the president in his contempt of
Citizens United while continuing to
proudly endorse (Democratic) political
candidates on its own corporate-owned
editorial page.
The recent investigations of Fox
News and The AP might have roused
some journalists from their torpor, but
the administration’s latest promises of
special treatment for these bona fide
“members of the news media” could
stroke their egos enough to keep them

at bay.
Of course, privilege has its price.
This might explain why, in a rare
40-minute interview with the president
at the height of the Snowden flap, The
New York Times was unable to find time
for a single question about national security and surveillance. The president
wanted the economy to be the “theme”
of the interview so, even though there
were no formal restrictions on the topics, the favored journalists played along.
Someday journalists are going to
realize that freedom is a package deal:
Either everyone has it or nobody does.
In the meantime, however, those seats
on Air Force One are really comfortable.

Diana O’Neill

Holistic Health Services

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided personal financial and tax counseling to a sophisticated client base since
1986. After six years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager for
personal financial planning and family
wealth planning, he founded his own firm
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992.
That firm grew steadily and became the
Palisades Hudson organization, which
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

America’s Problems in the Middle East are Just Beginning
By DAVID P. GOLDMAN
It’s 2015, and there is a
Palestinian state in the
West Bank and Gaza.
The Palestinian branch
of the Muslim Brotherhood (Hamas), financed by Iran, wins
an election on a platform demanding
the expulsion of the Jews from Israel.
Iran meanwhile smuggles shoulderfired anti-aircraft missiles to terrorist
cells in Palestine that can take down
civilian airlines at Ben-Gurion airport.
With backing from the Egyptian
military, Fatah throws out the elected
Hamas government and kills larger
number of Hamas supporters. What
will Washington do? Given the track
record of both the Obama administration and the Republican mainstream, one would expect America to
denounce the use of violence against a
democratically-elected government.
Such is the absurdity of both parties’stance towards Egypt: the Egyptian
military is doing America’s dirty work,
suppressing a virulently anti-modern,
anti-Semitic and anti-Western Islamist

movement whose leader, Mohammed
Morsi, famously referred to Israelis as
“apes and pigs.” It did so with the enthusiastic support of tens of millions of
Egyptians who rallied in the streets in
support of the military. And the American mainstream reacted with an ideological knee jerk. America’s presence in
the Middle East has imploded.
As it happens, Iran already is
smuggling weapons via Syria to the
West Bank to gain leverage against the
Abbas government, as Stratfor reports
(hat tip: the Daily Alert), including
surface-to-air and anti-tank missiles.
Hamas crushed Fatah in the 2006
West Bank elections parliamentary
elections 74-45, and made short work
of the supposedly moderate Palestinian
faction when it seized power in Gaza in
2007. As Syria disintegrates, along with
Iraq and Lebanon, the artificial borders
of Arab states drawn first by Ottoman
conquerors and revised by British and
French colonial authorities will have
small meaning. Palestinians caught up
in the Syrian and and Lebanese conflagrations would pour into a new Palestinian state and swell the ranks of the

hard-core Jihadi irredentists. Iran will
continue to use Hamas as a cat’s paw.
Among other things, the American response to the events in Egypt
show the utter pointlessness of American security guarantees in the present
negotiations between Israel and the
Palestine Authority. Even in the extremely unlikely event that Mohammed Abbas chose to make peace with
Israel, he would face a high probability
of civil war, just as Ireland’s independence leader Michael Collins did when
he struck a deal with the British for
an Irish “Free State” rather than a republic. Collins killed more Irishmen
than the British did in the preceding
independence struggle. I do not want
to compare Abbas to Collins, and I do
not think he has any intention of making peace with Israel. But American
blundering in Egypt has closed out
the option, for whoever makes peace
with Israel will require a free hand with
Iranian-backed rejectionists.
America forgets that it corrected
the flaw in its founding by killing 30
percent of Southern men of military
age during its own Civil War, so many

I will journey with you
during challenging times
and help you find the psychic energy
to cope with whatever arises.
Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism
Spiritual & Psychic Healing
By Appointment, only
Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928
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1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A,
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
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America’s Problems in the Middle East are Just Beginning
that the Confederate Army collapsed
for lack of manpower. There are numerous wars, which do not end until
all the young men who want to fight
to the death have had the opportunity
to do so. And of all of history’s conflicts,
none was so likely to end with this sort
of demographic attrition as the present
war in the Middle East. Compared to
the young Arabs, Persians and Pakistanis of today, American Southerners
of 1861 were models of middle-class
rectitude, with the world’s highest living standards and bright prospects for

the future. The Europeans of 1914
stood at the cusp of modernity; one
only can imagine what they might have
accomplished had they not committed
mutual suicide in two World Wars.
Today’s Middle Eastern and
South Asian Muslims have grim future prospects. The world economy
has left them behind, and they cannot
catch up. Egypt was at the threshold
of starvation and economic collapse
when the military intervened, bringing
in subsidies from the Gulf monarchies.
The young men of the Middle East

have less to lose, perhaps, than any generation in any country in modern times.
As we observe in Syria, large numbers
of them will fight to the death.
America cannot bear to think
about its own Civil War because the
wounds are too painful; in order to
reunite the country after 1865, we
concocted a myth of tragic fratricide.
Wilsonian idealism was born of the
South’s attempt to suppress its guilt for
the war, as I have argued in the past.
That is an academic consideration now.
America’s credibility in the Middle

East, thanks to the delusions of both
parties, is broken, and it cannot be repaired within the time frame required
to forestall the next stage of violence.
Egypt’s military and its Saudi backers
are aghast at American stupidity. Israel is frustrated by America’s inability
to understand that Egypt’s military is
committed to upholding the peace
treaty with Israel while the Muslim
Brotherhood wants war. Both Israel
and the Gulf States observe the utter
fecklessness of Washington’s efforts
to contain Iran’s nuclear weapons program.
The events of the past week have

demonstrated that America’s allies in
the Middle East from Israel to the Persian Gulf can trust no-one in Washington–neither Barack Obama nor John
McCain. Those of us in America who
try to analyze events in the region will
be the last to hear the news, and the value of our work will diminish over time.
First published by PJ Media on
August 15, 2013. http://www.meforum.org/3583/america-middle-east
Mr. Goldman, president of Macrostrategy LLC, is a fellow at the Middle East
Forum and the London Center for Policy
Research.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Seven Pillars of Fiction
By EFRAIM KARSH
The modern Middle
East was born when
the European powers
exploited the declining Ottoman Empire’s
entry into World War I to gobble up
its lands. They did so by duping naive
Arab nationalists to rise against their
Ottoman suzerain and then cheated
the Arabs of the fruits of their uprising.
So goes the popular narrative about the origins of the region’s
troubles. It’s an emotionally gripping
tale, but it’s also the inverse of truth. It
wasn’t British officials but a Meccan
potentate, Sharif Hussein ibn Ali of the
Hashemite family, who in the summer
of 1915 hatched the idea of overthrowing the Ottoman Empire. Impressed
by Hussein’s promises to raise the Ottomans’ Arab subjects in revolt, Sir
Arthur Henry McMahon, the British
high commissioner in Egypt, tentatively accepted Hussein’s vision of an
Arab successor empire and facilitated
the revolt that began in June 1916.
Hussein never came close to fulfilling his end of the bargain. Most of the
Arabic-speaking population remained
loyal to the Turks until the bitter end,
viewing the Hashemite insurrection
with disdain. Even in his hometown of
Mecca the sharif didn’t command absolute loyalty. Had he not been armed
and fed by Britain (and, to a lesser extent, France) and provided with troops,
military guidance and lavish shipments
of gold to buy Bedouin loyalty, Hussein
would have never been able to launch
his uprising, let alone sustain it.
This act of insubordination in a
secondary theater of the Great War
played a negligible part in the fall of

the Ottoman Empire. Yet it was instantly immortalized as the “Great
Arab Revolt,” winning the Hashemites
territories several times the size of the
British Isles after the war: The emirate
of Transjordan (later to be known as the
Kingdom of Jordan) was established in
1921 to satisfy the ambitions of Hussein’s second son, Abdullah, while in
the same year the modern state of Iraq
was created at the instigation of Abdullah’s younger brother Faisal. Hussein
himself became king of the Hijaz, Islam’s birthplace, only to be evicted a few
years later by Abdul Aziz ibn Saud, the
founding father of Saudi Arabia.
It was a young British participant,
Thomas Edward Lawrence (18881935), who single-handedly produced
this extraordinary feat of historical deception. Though aware that the revolt
was but “a sideshow of a sideshow,”
as he wrote in his cleverly titled 1922
memoir, “Seven Pillars of Wisdom: A
Triumph,” Lawrence had no qualms
about mythologizing it in grand style.
In the process he catapulted himself
to fame as “Lawrence of Arabia” and
became perhaps the first mega-celebrity of modern times. His legend was
amplified by generations of acolytes,
including Lowell Thomas, whose “The
Last Crusade” lectures about Lawrence
played to full houses in New York and
London in 1919; the British director
David Lean, who gave us the Oscarwinning 1962 epic “Lawrence of Arabia”; and a lengthy string of fawning
biographers.
The illegitimate son of a disgraced
Anglo-Irish aristocrat and his children’s
governess, Lawrence studied archaeology at Oxford and spent the prewar
years working on digs in Syria and Palestine. When the Ottomans made their

catastrophic decision to enter World
War I on the side of the Triple Alliance in November 1914, Lawrence was
recruited to a new intelligence unit in
Cairo, the headquarters of Britain’s war
effort in the Middle East. Two years
later, in October 1916, he accompanied
a senior British official to the Hijaz to
inspect the state of the Hashemite insurrection that had begun a few months
earlier. Staying behind to report on the
situation, he endeared himself to Faisal,
and the road from there to his creation
of the myth of the revolt was short.
How did an archaeologist with no
military education successfully brand
himself a world authority on guerrilla
warfare with considerable impact on
the future shape of the Middle East?
The answer offered by Scott Anderson’s beautifully crafted but ultimately
flawed account of the desert revolt is
that “Lawrence was able to become
‘Lawrence of Arabia’ because no one
was paying much attention.” As Lawrence’s superiors saw it, the author says,
permitting a daring young operator to
lead the Arabs in distracting the Turks
from the much bloodier and consequential European front was a lowcost, high-return investment.
The problem with this theory
is that London did actually commit

massive resources and serious efforts
to the Middle East during the war.
These ranged from the disastrous 1915
Gallipoli landing, to the tortuous but
successful Mesopotamian campaign
(1915-16), to the conquest of the
Levant (1917-18) by the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force headed by Gen.
Edmund Allenby. By the time fighting
came to an end in 1918, no fewer than
one million British and Commonwealth troops had been deployed in the
region—hardly a reflection of “the low
regard with which British war strategists viewed events in the Middle East,”
as Mr. Anderson claims.
The Hashemite uprising was indeed a minor sideshow in the grand
order of things, yet it was never the
free-ranging operation suggested by
the author. Rather it was an integral
part of the Anglo-French war effort—
Paris sent a military mission to the
revolt commanded by a colonel—that
was led by a string of seasoned officers,
such as Col. Cyril Wilson and Lt. Col.
Pierce Joyce, but never by Lawrence.
As Lawrence himself put it, “I never
had any office among the Arabs: was
never in charge of the British mission
with them. Wilson, Joyce, Newcombe,
Dawnay and Davenport were all over
my head.”

Mr. Anderson recounts Lawrence’s
life in chronological fashion, drawing
on some contemporary sources, official correspondence and the like. Yet
he is too willing to take his subject at
his word, even as he acknowledges that
“earlier than most, Lawrence seemed to
embrace the modern concept that history was malleable, that truth was what
people were willing to believe.”
To substantiate Lawrence’s largely
fictionalized version of his exploits, Mr.
Anderson juxtaposes them with those
of three contemporaries, freelancers
who the author thinks lived parallel
lives to Lawrence’s. Throughout the
book, the stories of these other men
are interwoven with the central narrative concerning Lawrence: William
Yale, a young oil man “who, as the only
American field intelligence officer in
the Middle East during World War
I, would strongly influence his nation’s
postwar policy in the region”; Curt
Prüfer, a German antiquities scholar
“who, donning the camouflage of
Arab robes, would seek to foment an
Islamic jihad against the Western colonial powers”; and Aaron Aaronsohn,
“a Jewish scientist who, under the cover
of working for the Ottoman government, would establish an elaborate anti-Ottoman spy ring and play a crucial
role in creating a Jewish homeland in
Palestine.”
Putting a human face on historical
events is an appealing technique that
makes “Lawrence in Arabia” a gripping
read. Yet eloquence and color can’t authenticate a flawed historical argument.
Prüfer is little more than a curiosity,
notable only for his future Nazi sympathies. Yale was in no position to affect
the outcome of a war that his country
joined at the 12th hour and even then
took no part in the Middle Eastern
fighting. Yale’s minor advisory role at

Continued on page 11
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Seven Pillars of Fiction
Continued from page 10
the postwar Paris conference made no
difference whatsoever and, as Mr. Anderson writes, he “resigned from the
American peace delegation in disgust
and sailed back to New York.” As for
Aaronsohn, he did indeed provide vital
intelligence that facilitated Allenby’s
rout of the Ottoman armies in Palestine, but he played no “crucial role” in
the creation of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. If anything, the exposure of
his spy ring in autumn 1917 triggered
a draconian Turkish retribution, with
the Levant’s Ottoman master, Djemal
Pasha, warning Zionist leaders that
should the Turks be driven out of Palestine, there would be no surviving Jews

to welcome the British forces.
Lawrence did indeed have a considerable impact on the creation of
the modern Middle East, but this had
nothing to do with his real war record.
The revolt had been a complete fiasco.
For all the British and French efforts,
the Bedouins remained hopelessly immune to any concept of orderly warfare.
They would break for coffee in the
middle of the fighting and drop off occasionally to see their families; often a
whole clan would tire of fighting and
take a rest. They would attack small
and lightly armed Turkish garrisons
but would disperse in panic when confronted with a significant force, or even
upon hearing artillery. Small wonder
that they failed to vanquish the debilitated Ottoman forces in the Hijaz,

with the strategic (and holy) city of
Medina holding out to the end of the
war. It was only in July 1917, more than
a year after the start of the revolt, that
the rebels managed to overcome the
meager Ottoman resistance and capture the small port town of Aqaba, in
the extreme northwest of the Arabian
Peninsula. Their subsequent advances,
which would carry them to Damascus
at the war’s end, were but a corollary of
Allenby’s Palestine offensive, and even
these were achieved by the semiregular
forces built by the British from among
the prisoners of war shipped to Arabia.
How Lawrence managed to pass
off this sordid power-grab by a local
potentate as a heroic national revolt
against an imperial oppressor Mr.
Anderson doesn’t tell. He describes

Lawrence as a “painfully shy” and “supremely private and hidden man” with
a “craving for anonymity.” But painfully
shy men, especially in the lowest rungs
of strict, disciplinarian hierarchies like
the military, don’t treat their superiors as
equal or engage in high-level political
machinations, let alone make their inner feelings known to the entire world
via international best sellers—egomaniacs and compulsive attention-seekers
do.
Lawrence was an exceptionally gifted charlatan with a keen eye to
networking and self-promotion, who
successfully cast his spell on far more
senior and accomplished contemporaries, such as Allenby and Winston
Churchill, who in his capacity as colonial secretary put the final touches

to the post-Ottoman state system. As
Lawrence admitted, tongue in cheek,
in a rare moment of candor in “Seven
Pillars”: “My proper share was a minor one, but because of a fluent pen, a
free speech, and a certain adroitness of
brain, I took upon myself, as I describe
it, a mock primacy.”
First published by The Wall Street
Journal on August 9, 2013 – http://
www.meforum.org/3577/lawreneof-arabia-fiction
Mr. Karsh is a professor of Middle East
and Mediterranean studies at King’s College London and a senior researcher at the
Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies and at the Middle East Forum. He
is co-author of “Empires of the Sand: The
Struggle for Mastery in the Middle East
1789-1923.”
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and Glen “Blind,
THE SOUNDS Delbert
Crippled and Crazy”
OFBLUE New West Records
By Bob Putignano
It’s been over four decades since Delbert McClinton and Glen Clark recorded together, their last was 1973’s
“Subject to Change” and one-year prior
they debuted with simply “Delbert &
Glen.” Clark went onto work mostly
as a songwriter (and musician) for Rita
Coolidge, Willie Nelson, Wynonna
Judd, Stephen Bruton, Bonnie Raitt,
Kris Kristofferson, TV Soundtracks
and others artists, meanwhile McClinton carved out his own unique niche
notching several Grammy’s along the
way. Roll forward to 2013 Delbert &
Glen are back together again singing, playing and producing together,
and these two pros wrote or co-wrote
eleven of the twelve tunes on “Blind,
Crippled and Crazy.”
The album appropriately opens
with “Been Around A Long Time”
authored by McClinton, Clark and
co-producer Gary Nicholson, it’s a
bluesy upbeat tune that features James
Pennebaker’s fiddle and guitar along
with Bruce Katz’s sharp piano, and
electric slide guitar from Bob Britt. Al
Anderson (ex of NRBQ) co-author’s
with Delbert on “Whoever Said It
Was Easy” that honky-tonks and
bounces along neatly. The only song
not authored by Delbert & Glen is
by McClinton’s son Clay “Oughta
Know” features lead guitar by Anson
Funderburgh, with the cool lyric of
(Sometimes I say yes when I “Out-

ghta know.”) Additional catchy
words on McClinton’s and Nicholson’s “More and More, Less and Less”
sounds a bit autobiographical with
(These days I need “More and More,
Less and Less.”) “Somebody To Love
You” is also written by McClinton and
Nicholson, it rocks hard with greasy B3
from Katz and solid guitar work from
Britt and Nicholson. Glen Clark is also
pretty humorous with his (I’m Gonna
“Tell My Mama” on you.) McClinton,
Nicholson and drummer Tom Hambridge conspire together with their
rollicking “Peace In the Valley” which
is the only song that offers the kicking
Kevin McKendree (ex of McClinton’s
band) on piano, where Nicholson also
exudes powerful fret-board work. The
album closes softly with Delbert &
Glen’s “If I Could Be Your Lover” that
has a JJ Cale vibe with Spanish traces
and tasty violin and mandolin solos by
Stuart Duncan.
McClinton’s loyal fans will enjoy
this collaboration with Delbert’s buddy
Glen Clark where it’s obvious Delbert
is the stronger vocalist. Yet together
(along with their mighty musician cohorts) they’ve crafted and create their
unified fondness for blues, rock and
even a little bit of country music. It’s
also obvious everyone is having a real
good time, Southern styled. Would you
have expected anything else?

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com.
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com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds
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Contributing Editor to:
http://www.Bluesrevue.
com , http://WestchesterGuardian.com, and
http://YonkersTribune.
com.
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All in a Day’s Work for a Cop
By BOB WEIR
One of the toughest
jobs for any police officer is the issuance of
traffic tickets for minor violations. It’s one
thing to stop someone traveling several miles per hour over the limit and
remind him of the dangers of speeding
as you cite him with a costly document
that will reinforce the advice. But the
idea of stopping some guy on his way
to or from work, to hit him with a summons for not using his turn signal or for
an expired inspection tag, makes the officer appear petty toward someone who
is not exactly a menace to society. Yes,
even minor laws must be enforced, but
it’s not the best public relations opportunity for cops.
Firemen generally have a better
image because whenever you see them,
they’re carrying a child out of a burning
building or posing with local kids on

a fire truck and letting the little tykes
wear some of the uniform equipment.
Although both jobs are public serviceoriented and exist for the safety of the
people, most drivers recoil at the sight
of a police cruiser, but experience no
such trepidation when that red engine
is spotted heading back to the firehouse.
How often have you spied one of
those marked units in your rearview
mirror and not quickly glanced at your
speed? If you notice that you’re a bit
lead-footed, you’re reluctant to step
on the brakes because the officer will
notice the red warning lights in the
rear. However, if you’re casually driving along and suddenly notice a unit
coming your way or parked on the side
of the road, you might have a sudden
impulse to tap the brakes a little just in
case you had been a bit heavy on the
gas pedal. Then your eyes keep a close
watch on the actions of the uniformed
driver as you anticipate your possible
fate. Will those roof lights go on, sig-

naling for you to pull over?
It’s a mental image that could ruin
anyone’s day. Over the course of twenty
years as a cop in New York City, I don’t
remember ever making a driver happy
about getting a ticket. In fact, sometimes the motorist felt motivated to tell
me what he thought about a public servant who has nothing better to do than
to annoy decent, hardworking taxpayers
when he could be locking up drug dealers. Well, most cops would rather lock
up felons than chase after drivers who
might have an inoperable taillight, but
if that’s all they did, how long would it
take before every car on the road looked
like a reject from the demolition derby?
How safe would you feel on the roadways if hot-footed speedsters had no
fear of those public sentinels with their
radar equipment?
It’s axiomatic in police work that
nobody wants us around until they
need us. And Heaven help us if we’re
not around when they do. The guy
whose home was burglarized while he
was away on vacation is likely to wonder why the interlopers weren’t arrested.

“I got five speeding tickets last year
from you guys, but when my house was
broken into, you cops were nowhere
to be found,” he might say with biting
sarcasm. Perhaps that’s because cops are
kept busy with jerks that refuse to observe speed limits. I spent most of my
police career doing detective work, but
during those early days in uniform, I
used a lot of time chasing the bad guys.
One hot day in Brooklyn, my partner and I were alerted to the sounds of
a woman screaming about a block away.
We pulled up to the scene of a barechested man holding a machete and
moving stealthily toward the frightened young woman, who was lying on
the sidewalk with her hands raised to
ward off an imminent attack. While
my partner got on the radio, I pointed
my gun at the would-be butcher and
gave him a warning.
His attention turned toward me
and he took a few steps in my direction. I cocked my weapon, warned
him again, and told him that his future
didn’t include a third warning. After
acknowledging that my weapon was

more formidable than his, he sneeringly
put the long-bladed instrument on the
ground. As was common in such close
encounters with homicide, the guy had
discovered that his girlfriend was less
than faithful, so he had decided to dismember her. He was arrested, and she
was grateful to us for keeping her from
going all to pieces over the guy.
Later that same day, I stopped a
driver for zooming past a red light. As
I wrote out the ticket, he exclaimed,
“Why don’t you guys do some real police work instead of always harassing
people?”
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of
which were performed in plainclothes undercover assignments. Bob began a writing career about 12 years ago and had his
first book published in 1999. Bob went on
to write and publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in Black and White,” “City
to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of
Life and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He
also became a syndicated columnist under
the title “Weir Only Human.”

SPORTS

John McEnroe Comes to Sportime Lake Isle for Clinic, Pre-US Open Meet and Greet
EASTCHESTER, NY -- With the
US Open on the horizon, tennis enthusiasts of all ages in Westchester,
Rockland and Connecticut will be in
for a special treat when Hall of Famer
John McEnroe (pictured) comes to
Sportime Lake Isle for a special morning clinic, meet and greet and autograph session on Saturday, August 24
from 10:00 to 12 Noon. McEnroe,
the founder of the highly successful
John McEnroe Tennis Academy will
be joined by a host of pros, led by AllAmerican and former ATP Top 25
singles player and Top 5 doubles player
and the new director of the JMTA

Lake Isle Annex Fritz Buehning, for
a morning of fun instruction and tennis at the area’s newest state of the art
facility.
  “It is the time of the year when
the whole area is talking tennis, with
the start of the US Open coming, and
we are excited to have John come to
Lake Isle for what will be a memorable
experience for all involved,” said Eric
Fromm, Sportime’s Managing Director for Long Island and Westchester,
and himself a former top 40 worldranked player. “Our $6.5 million facility
is the best in Westchester, and we are
looking forward to showing it off with

John’s help and getting more people involved in the game.”  
The event will be held at Sportime
Lake Isle, 660 White Plains Road, in
Eastchester. Young players will have the
opportunity to take part in drills with
the JMTA/Sportime staff and try out
for several open spots for the fall session
of the John McEnroe Tennis Academy.
McEnroe will also introduce
Buehning as the latest senior member
of his team at JMTA. One of the most
respected coaches in the game, the New
Jersey native was a Pac 10 Player of
the Year, NCAA Champion and AllAmerican at UCLA before turning

pro and eventually reaching a career
high #21 in singles and #4 in doubles,
with the highlight coming in 1983,
when he partnered with Van Winitsky,
to reach US Open Finals, losing to the
legendary team of Peter Fleming and
McEnroe.  
The event on the 24rd is free,
however, parents of children interested
in playing are requested to register via
email at mjoseph@sportimeny.com.
Updates will also be posted on the
homepage at http://www.SportimeNY.com/Lake-Isle . Proper tennis attire must be worn.
  

provide copies of our e-mail to Google, Microsoft or whoever our mail host is; we provide copies of our text messages to Verizon,
AT&T and Sprint; and we provide copies
of other conversations to Twitter, Facebook,
LinkedIn, or whatever other site is hosting
them. The primary business model of the
Internet is built on mass surveillance, and
our government’s intelligence-gathering
agencies have become addicted to that data.
Understanding how we got here is critical
to understanding how we undo the damage.”
To many, the “intelligence-gathering

agencies have become addicted to that data”
may sound like hyperbole; it is not!
When information technologists collect data, their first impulse is to use it -to analyze it, link it to other data, make
judgments about it, and keep it. Ellen
Ullman wrote a wonderful book “Close
to the Machine: Technophilia and Its Discontents” (http://www.amazon.com/
Close-Machine-Technophilia-ItsDiscontents/dp/B009F72AXE/)” in
2001 that took the reader into the head
of technologists, A systems design for

TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Data Corrupts…Big Data Corrupts Absolutely
By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
The recent revelations
about the National Security Agency’s data
gathering and dissemination are more than
a little troubling. Most Information
Technology professionals knew that
the NSA and other agencies had the
capacity to monitor telephone and

telecommunications throughout the
world but did not know to the extent
of the monitoring nor how much of it
was done on / against US citizens. We
should have known.
Bruce Schneier, a well-known
telecommunications expert, wrote,
in a very perceptive article, “The Public/Private Surveillance Partnership,”
(http://www.schneier.com/blog/archives/2013/08/the_publicpriva_1.

html), “Imagine the government passed a
law requiring all citizens to carry a tracking device. Such a law would immediately
be found unconstitutional. Yet we all carry
mobile phones. If the National Security
Agency required us to notify it whenever
we made a new friend, the nation would
rebel. Yet we notify Facebook. If the Federal Bureau of Investigation demanded
copies of all our conversations and correspondence, it would be laughed at. Yet we

Continued on page 13
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a support system for AIDS patients
contained links to all sorts of information identifying the patient, It was only
when it was shown to users that it was
made clear that the systems design
was in violation of the confidentiality
aspects of the law that these links were
junked.
In another case, a programmer
came to her for advice on a distribution and traffic management system
that he was working on; a system that
involved delivery of the final product
by air. There was one unusual kicker
to the system -- at the last minute the
delivery plane could be re-routed from
one landing destination to another. Additionally ground vehicles scheduled to
meet the plane had to be re-routed to
meet the plane. Finally, in extreme circumstances, the distribution drop-off
would have to be cancelled and the
plane and cars returned to their facilities. What made the system rather
unusual in the need to rapidly change
destinations or cancel distributions
was that the system turned out to be
a narcotics distribution system utilizing small planes to fly in from Mexico
with narcotics and land on small fields
in the US Southwest to meet the US
distributors of the drugs; often the
DEA or local law enforcement would
get news of the distribution and lay out
a plan to capture and arrest both the
foreign drug sellers and US buyers -- a
plan that would often be transmitted to
the members of the drug trade by local
informants and would necessitate a last
minute change of plans.
To the programmer, there was no
ethical or moral concerns about what
he was doing; he saw this only as a
very interesting systems problem to be
solved. Is there any reason to believe
that the spy technologists are much
different -- technologists want to get
as much value as possible out of data
and with the wealth of information
collected by the NSA, much of value
can be gotten from it through the use
of advanced sorting, selection, and analytic tools.
Law Enforcement agencies have
also always been interested in the collection of as much data as possible to “help
get the bad guys off the streets.” Additionally, many are willing to bend rules and
regulations to “protect the public in spite
of themselves.” It turns out as reported
in recent Reuters news stories that the
NSA has been secretly funneling information that it gathered to the Drug
Enforcement Administration (“DEA”)
-http://www.techdirt.com/ar-

ticles/20130805/10035024070/
dea-not-only-gets-intelligencedata-then-is-instructed-to-coverup-where-it-gets-info.shtml and to
the Internal Revenue Service “(IRS”)
-http://www.techdirt.com/articles/20130807/17003624104/
irs-also-secretly-got-intelligenceinfo-was-told-to-launder-it.shtml.
In both cases, the receiving agency was
told to “launder the data.” The Reuters
articles describe the laundering process:
“The undated documents show that federal
agents are trained to “recreate” the investigative trail to effectively cover up where
the information originated, a practice that
some experts say violates a defendant’s
Constitutional right to a fair trial. If defendants don’t know how an investigation
began, they cannot know to ask to review
potential sources of exculpatory evidence information that could reveal entrapment,
mistakes or biased witnesses” (DEA article) and “A 350-word entry in the Internal Revenue Manual instructed agents of
the U.S. tax agency to omit any reference to
tips supplied by the DEA’s Special Operations Division, especially from affidavits,
court proceedings or investigative files.
The entry was published and posted online
in 2005 and 2006, and was removed in
early 2007. The IRS is among two dozen
arms of the government working with the
Special Operations Division, including
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
National Security Agency and the Central
Intelligence Agency.” (IRS article).
In other words, the receiving agen-

cy must, relying on the NSA information, come up with a way to find a valid
legal reason to investigate the subject in
a way that evidence will be admissible
in a court of law. For instance, if the
NSA’s data interception indicates that
“Joe Smith” is regularly supplying narcotics to “Pete Brown,” the DEA may
follow Smith or Brown or try to catch
Brown in an infraction and try to “turn
Brown against Smith by offering to excuse Brown’s infraction or lowering the
sentence or any other means to indicate
that the investigation began when the
DEA observed Brown using narcotics
or any other ruse that keeps the NSA
out of the story. The New York Police
Department (“NYPD”) has been accused of “laundering investigative data”
for years -- a method would be an illegal wire tap on a suspected criminal
and, and after hearing plans for a crime,
showing up in force to arrest the perpetrators at the crime scene -- the reason
given for the police happening to be
there was the result of a “beat cop
seeing suspicious activity and calling
it in.”
What, if anything, is wrong with
these scenarios -- after all, they help
“get bad guys off the streets.” For a lot of
people, that’s enough -- particularly
when some of the bad guys may be
terrorists. Others may point out that
these actions may violate constitutional
guarantees of the Fourth Amendment,
exceed the charter of the NSA, and, as
written above, poison the prosecution
of the accused.
For a column within the last

month, I interviewed former federal
computer processor Mark D. Rasch
(this was before the recent disclosures of
the NSA sharing the data), who said at
the time that, while he agreed with
what was known of the NSA surveillance activities at the time, he felt that
there should have been full discussion
with the public on the practices -- obviously none of this ever happened. Rasch
also recognized the needs or desires for
some people to have anonymous and
encrypted e-mail (people desired such
paid services for business reasons, because of
paranoia, or for whistle blowing). In our
discussion, he mentioned a service, Silent Circle, which provided encrypted
e-mail through its “Silent Mail” product.
Last week, Silent Circle closed
down the mail service and wiped its
server clean. Its action came two days
after a similar service, “Lavabit,” re-

puted to be the service that Edward
Snowden used, took a similar action.
There was strong belief throughout
the technology world that Lavabit was
faced with a government request, subpoena, or warrant for its computer files
and chose to scrub them and go out of
business rather than violate its clients’
privacy -- under provisions of the “Patriot Act,” neither Lavabit nor Silent
Circle can disclose whether they were
faced with any type of government request (personally, I find this outrageous).
Silent Circle posted the following
notice on its web site (https://silentcircle.com/), saying, in part:
“To our Members:
Silent Circle has preemptively discontinued Silent Mail service to prevent spying.
Silent Mail has always been something of a quandary for us. Email that

Continued on page 14

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:
Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions
T. 914.948.0044 F.914.686.4873
175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601
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elations, he co-authored with Sophia
uses standard Internet protocols can- Shahnami a scathing analysis on the
not have the same security guarantees DEA’a attempt to justify its actions,
that real-time communications has. “Parallel Universes - The DEA and AlterThere are far too many leaks of infor- native Reality - Part Duo” (http://www.
mation and metadata intrinsically in raschcyber.com/1/post/2013/08/
the email protocols themselves. Email parallel-universes-the-dea-andas we know it with SMTP, POP3, and alternative-reality-part-duo.html),
ending with: “The attenuation, inevitable
IMAP cannot be secure.
And yet, many people wanted it. discovery, and independent source docSilent Mail has similar security guar- trines were meant to be ways of measuring
antees to other secure email systems, whether perfectly good evidence was taintand with full disclosure, we thought it ed by police misconduct, and if so whether
the evidence was far enough removed to
would be valuable.
However, we have reconsidered this permit it to be used. It was not intended
position. We’ve been thinking about this to create a mechanism for hiding facts from
for some time, whether it was a good idea courts and defense counsel. Moreover, to the
at all. Yesterday, another secure email pro- extent that the “parallel” universe required
vider, Lavabit, shut down their system the DEA to create false or misleading reless they “be complicit in crimes against the ports, such reports would not only violate
American people.” We see the writing on the Sixth Amendment’s right to counsel
the wall, and we have decided that it is best and confrontation, but might also violate
for us to shut down Silent Mail. We have 18 USC 1001, and 1621 or obstruction of
not received subpoenas, warrants, secu- justice or contempt of court. It is altogether
rity letters, or anything else by any govern- possible that the DEA went to the court in
Hezinow.”
Aris
each and every case, and had the court rule
ment, and this is why we areByacting
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Mea Culpa

for the filing of these reports in each case.
Even then, it is unlikely that this was done
in open court in an adversarial proceeding.
Without that, I would much rather stay in
my own universe, thank you very much.”
As more and more revelations
come out, the reaction from the technology and civil liberties communities
becomes stronger. The aforementioned
Schneier wrote a very strong piece in the
Atlantic, “The NSA Is Commandeering
the Internet” (http://www.theatlantic.
com/technology/archive/2013/08/
the-nsa-is-commandeering-the-internet/278572/), from which I quote
the beginning (but recommend the
reading of the entire article) -- “It turns
out that the NSA’s domestic and worldwide surveillance apparatus is even more
extensive than we thought. Bluntly: The
government has commandeered the Internet. Most of the largest Internet companies
provide information to the NSA, betraying their users. Some, as we’ve learned,
fight and lose. Others cooperate, either
out of patriotism or because they believe it’s
easier that way. I have one message to the
executives of those companies: fight. Do you
remember those old spy movies, when the
higher ups in government decide that the
mission is more important than the spy’s

life? It’s going to be the same way with
you. You might think that your friendly
relationship with the government means
that they’re going to protect you, but they
won’t. The NSA doesn’t care about you or
your customers, and will burn you the moment it’s convenient to do so. We’re already
starting to see that. Google, Yahoo, Microsoft and others are pleading with the
government to allow them to explain details of what information they provided in
response to National Security Letters and
other government demands. They’ve lost
the trust of their customers, and explaining what they do -- and don’t do -- is how
to get it back. The government has refused;
they don’t care.”
Strong words from both Schneier
and Rasch, neither of whom have ever
been considered “soft on crime” or “bleeding heart liberals.” The only objection
that one could have to Rasch’s call for
full transparency and debate can be
that the real terrorists will know how
comprehensive the surveillance is and
will find ways to get around out it. An
important consideration -- but how far,
in attempting to protect ourselves, should
we go in turning our country into a full
surveillance state?
The way things are moving, I ex-

pect to live in a full surveillance with
someone or some system reading my
e-mail; listening to my phone calls;
watching me on cameras in the streets,
in banks, malls, and other public places;
tracking me through my smartphone
and EZ-Pass usage; monitoring my
Facebook and Twitter use (and evaluating my Facebook friends); and observing me through overhead drones.
If this is not the environment that
you want for your life and descendants,
now is the time to both follow Schneier’s recommendation to bring heavy
pressure on your ISPs and technology
firms (Apple, Google, Microsoft, etc.) and
on your representatives and lawmakers.
If you don’t take action now, the blame for
the surveillance state that you get is yours.
Creative Disruption is a continuing series
examining the impact of constantly accelerating technology on the world around
us. These changers normally happen under
our personal radar until we find that the
world as we knew it is no more.

Comments and questions are welcome –
johnmac13@gmail.com
Links to other writings, Podcasts, &
Radio Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com

EYE ON THEATRE

Bedlam for Two
By JOHN SIMON
In 18 Century London, it was fashionable
to visit a madhouse
known as Bedlam (a
corruption of Bethlehem) to observe the lunatics’ behavior
and be entertained by it. This always
seemed incomprehensible to me besides being terribly cruel. But attending
a revival of Tennessee Williams’s “The
Two-Character Play”—known in one
of its versions unidiomatically as “Out
Cry”—makes me feel very much like
one of those voyeurs of old, except for
one difference: not in the least entertained.
A relatively late work, it was produced in London in 1967, in a revised
version in Chicago in 1971, and possibly further revised for New York in
1975, where, despite the star presence
of Michael York, it closed after twelve
performances. Be it said right away that
after “The Night of the Iguana” nothing
Williams wrote had any appreciable
success and, arguably, didn’t merit any.
This is one of the saddest stories in the
American theater, not written but lived
by Williams.
th-

“The Two-Character Play” works
on two levels. Its two characters, a
brother-and-sister team of actors, Felice and Clare, abandoned by their
company as insane, still perform a
two-character play by Felice called
“The Two-Character Play.” The problem for the audience is that they never
know whether at any given moment
the siblings are performing the play or
the identically named play-within-theplay. We cannot be sure about anything.
Is there an erotic relationship between
them? Were their parents killed in a
murder-suicide pact, and if so who was
the shooter: Father or Mother? Is anything the characters say or do (and they
do very little) to be understood as written by Tennessee or meant to be viewed
as written by Felice?
Now a certain amount of ambiguity may be stimulating, but permanent
immersion in it is baffling and (not in
the Brechtian sense) alienating. That
Felice and Clare openly allude to their
possible madness is no extenuating circumstance. Are the two pretending to
be mad or really mad, or in some way
both, or ultimately neither?
Even Alice Walkling’s set and
costumes for this originally London

Brad Dourif (Felice) and Amanda Plummer (Clare), play brother and sister in the off-Broadway Tennessee Williams’ ‘The TwoCharacter Play.’
production are confusing, as is Phillip The director, Gene David Kirk, repeat- be a problem for the world’s finest acHewitt’s complicated lighting design. ing his London staging, certainly didn’t, tors, which Amanda Plummer and
I doubt whether those credited as the or indeed humanly couldn’t, make any- Brad Dourif are far from being. Their
carryings-on and their line readings
New York designers did more than thing clearer.
Remains the acting. This would
lend their names, as regulations require.
Continued on page 15
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Bedlam for Two
Continued from page 14

are certainly bizarre enough, but one
cannot be sure whether this is imperfect acting or impersonated madness.
I found it painful to watch and with
scant rewards for the expended pain.
Amazing to me is, first, that the
work and production received respectful reviews, and second, that the audience I saw it with found much to
laugh about. Could that be breaking

“into [desperate?] laughter” or laughing
“sadly and lightly,” as two separate stage
directions would questionably have
it? Felice, to be sure, observes, “Madness has a funny side to it.” Herewith
a couple of illustrative samples. In one
of several addresses to the audience,
Felice says, “The rest of our company
has been delayed by, uh, transportation
difficulties due to the eccentricities of
the weather bird, perhaps I should say
perversities of the weather bird.” Stage
direction: He laughs hollowly.

Another time, the pair agree that
the word “confined” is prohibited,
though we are not told by whom. “FELICE: Oh, a prohibited word. When a
word can’t be used, when it is prohibited, its silence increases in size. It gets
larger and larger till it is so enormous
that no house can hold it. CLARE:
Then say the word, over and over, you
perverse monster--!” A dash followed
by an exclamation point? Even the
punctuation is nuts.
But Williams considered the play a

masterpiece, and wrote about it: “There
may be no apparent sexuality in ‘The
Two-Character Play’ and yet it is actually the ‘Liebestod’ of the two characters. . . .This fact should be recognized
by the director and players, but then it
should appear to be forgotten.” Now
there is helpful advice.
Photo by and courtesy of Carol Rosegg.

New World Stages - 340 West 50th Street,
New York, NY 10019. Box Office: (212)
239-6200.

John Simon has written for over 50
years on theatre, film, literature, music
and fine arts for the Hudson Review,
New Leader, New Criterion, National
Review, New York Magazine, Opera
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon
holds a PhD from Harvard University in
Comparative Literature and has taught at
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.com website.

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

Anguilla…
Translation: Eel
By BARBARA BARTON
SLOANE
Find me one, just one
nice thing to say about
eels. Bet you can’t! So
let’s not even go into Animal Planet’s
description of this creature. Trust me,

it’s not pleasant. Let’s think instead of
the description of Anguilla, the British
overseas island territory that is tucked
away in the northern Caribbean and
nestled around unrivaled white beaches
and deeply turquoise seas. Anguilla is
casual and easy, a blend of high style,
low-key elegance - and perhaps one
of its very best features - the people
themselves. Anguillans are genial and
friendly; they take pride in their rich
culture, their home and the pleasure of
sharing it with visitors from around the

BRONX APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.
Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.
1 BR Starting at $1150/Month
2Br. Starting at $1300/Month
Call Maria:
914.632.1230

Aunt Bea.
world.
Throughout my visit, it was not
unusual to hear Anguillans greet me
with a friendly “hello” and not long
after that, we often got to know each
other by name. Aunt Bea is a name I
won’t soon forget - a well-known presence on Shoal Bay, this adorable lady is
often found under the shade of the sea

Cuisinart Resort.
grapes across from Uncle Ernie’s where green and pink, my favorite memento
she sits and sews the colorful hand- of both the place and the lady. And
made dolls that she sells on the beach. where and what is Uncle Ernie’s ? It’s
I bought a pretty doll attired in yellow,
Continued on page 16

THE ROMA BUILDING

COMMERICAL SPACE FOR RENT

BRONX COMMERCIAL SPACE
FOR RENT
Westchester Ave. Commercial Space for Rent
Busy location, Large Display Window
2 blocks from #6 Elder Ave. stop
Ideal for Check Casher • Liquor Store • Formal Wear
Hair Salon • Barber Shop • Party Supplies
Notary/Tax/Document Preparation
Fast Food • Franchises
Some restrictions: No grocery or wireless phones
1000 Sq. Ft. • $3000/Month
1300 SQ. FT. $3935/Month
Tenant pays water, electric & taxes
Call Maria:
914.632.1230

Prime Yorktown Location
Great Visibility • Centrally Located

Office Space:
470Sq. Ft.
Rent $973/Month

Office Space:
305 Sq. Ft. Rent
$650/Month

Office Space:
470Sq. Ft.
Rent $973/Month

Call for Details:

914.632.1230

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY
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Anguilla…
Continued from page 15
a well-known Shoal Bay beach bar, one
of the most famous eateries in Anguilla.
The bar dates back to 1984, opened by
the late Ernest Benjamin (Uncle Ernie)
and today it remains a family affair now
operated by his daughters and a nephew. I had the BBQ Chicken and their
world-famous Rum Punch. Yes!

This serenity has not come about
haphazardly, thanks to a forward-planning government
intent upon protecting its culture
and beaches. Anguilla banned large
cruise ships and towering hotels and,
although it’s a haunt for bold-faced
names like DeNiro, Gere, Malkovich
and Sarandon, you wouldn’t know it.
Locals are remarkably unfazed and
treat glitterati like everyone else. The
original, small airport’s runway has
been lengthened to handle private jets

Anguilla

If You Go:
Anguilla Tourist Board
www.ivisitanguilla.com

An Anguilla Eel.
and a large port has been built to acAnguilla is a mere 30 minutes away
commodate yachts like the SeaDream
by ferry from bustling St. Maarten and
and SeaBourn. The country’s construca few minutes by plane from high and
tion continues with the addition of
mighty St. Barths. Comparisons are fuluxe resorts such as The Viceroy and
tile because Anguilla is, well, different –
CuisinArt. And, in 2015, Anguilla will
in a good way. Just three miles wide and
welcome one of its most ambitious
27 miles long, the country is flat and
projects: Zemi Beach Resort & Spa.
dotted with scrub and small salt ponds;
The 5.25-acre complex will have
wild donkeys and goats wander freely,
28 two and three bedroom residences
adding their particular earthy charm.
on Shoal Bay East, named by the DisThe island traces its ancestry back to
covery Channel as one of the world’s
the time of the Arawak Indians and
best beaches. It will include restaurants,
their spirit continues to offer a haven
bars, infinity-edged pools, a world-class
of laid-backness that is hard to come by
spa and fitness center and an outdoor
on most other Caribbean islands. It still
yoga terrace. Zemi Beach is making
enjoys the reputation of being somesustainability a priority, both in terms
what under the radar, serene among its
of natural and human resources. Sigtouristy, trinket-hawking neighbors nificant trees and land formations are
and this despite the fact that there have
being painstakingly preserved and even
been some changes made – actually
the well-being of nesting turtles has
plenty of them within the last decade.
been considered. Solar lighting will be

Zemi Beach Resort & Spa
www.zemibeach.com
CuisinArt Resort
www.cuisinartresort.com

Calypso Charters (ferry from
St. Maarten to Anguilla)
www.calypsochartersanguilla.
com
Sandy Island
www.mysandyisland.com

Sandy Island.
installed so that the turtles can do their white and powder-soft, the sky remains
thing in comfort (all together now: an impossible, robin’s-egg blue, and the
Anguillan people - still kind, gracious
Awwwwww!)
As the island continues to de- and eager to welcome you to their spevelop, it is not on its way to becoming cial island paradise. In fact, they have a
the Caribbean Southampton anytime saying here: Feeling is Believing. I’ve felt
soon. We can take comfort in the fact Anguilla’s soothing sun as I lazed in a
that some things never change! Its water hammock, I’ve felt its sparkling ocean
is still azure and crystal-clear, its sands breeze as I walked the beach, and I’ve
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New Rochelle Armory Process: “Secretive”
By PEGGY GODFREY

New Rochelle residents’
reacted
unfavorably
to an announcement
that the Save Our Armory (SOA) Committee proposal had been eliminated
from a “Waterfront Gateway Design
Competition,” sponsored by the City
of New Rochelle, to develop “a work-

able dependable program for a historic
military armory.” The New Rochelle
City Council had allowed New Rochelle’s Development Commissioner,
Luiz Aragon, to pursue his suggested
“fresh new approach” to development
of the Armory building. However,
from the residents’ reaction to SOA’s
elimination, it appears there was a
major disconnect between the competition and the results of Phase I.

Joyce Furfero, Co-Chair of the
New Rochelle Confederation of
Neighborhood Associations stated that
the residents felt the process has been
“tainted by secrecy.” “As voters and tax
payers, we deserve to be informed and
we have not been,”she said.“This whole
process is lacking in accountability and
transparency. We still do not know who
the 12 winning designs and designers

of Phase I are. They were supposed to
be announced on August 9, 2013, but
they were not. We know only that the
Veterans were eliminated.”
Ms. Furfero also noted that another problem with the competition
is that adjacent parcels are included in
the specs for designs. This inclusion
makes the whole competition suspect
as one of those parcels (City Yard) is
already under consideration for sale to
Forest City/Ratner for development as
a mixed-use apartment/retail building

Dolce Vita Restaurant & Bar
dolcevita@anguillanet.com

definitely felt the good vibes of its people. I’m a believer.

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane is
constantly globe hopping to share her unique
experiences with our readers; from the exotic
to the sublime. As Beauty / Fashion Editor
she keeps us informed on the capricious and
engaging fashion and beauty scene.

and another parcel is not even owned
by or under the control of the City
(Nelstad property).
John D’Alois, who lives near the
site, asked why this process was not a
City-wide process so that everyone
could see all the options available.
Council members apparently were not
involved in the selection process and
the wishes of the public were not requested or considered. It is unclear how
representative the panel members are of
the city’s population.
Continued on page 17
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New Rochelle Armory Process: “Secretive”
Continued from page 16

Only now are New Rochelle
residents learning the names
of the judges: David Kappel,
professor; Rob Rogers, architect; Abby Hamlin, developer;
Kate Orff, landscape architect
(not yet confirmed); Greg Merchant, developer and real estate
broker (also a member of New
Rochelle’s Industrial Development Agency); James Fleming,
architect and East End resident;
Chris Selin, former Council-

woman and nearby resident (not
yet confirmed) and Bob Vaccaro
business owner and veteran (not
yet confirmed). There are rumors
that City Clerk Bennie Giles has
taken the place of Vaccaro, but,
despite a request to City Hall, no
update has been provided.
Ron Tocci, Co-Chair of the
Save Our Armory Committee
and Commander of the New
Rochelle American Legion Post
8 said the community expected
a fair and open, unbiased pro-

cess. “Obviously,” he said, “this
was not what happened. The
City Council, which is elected,
and not the committee, which
is appointed, is obligated to review each proposal and to make
an independent judgment as to
which proposals merit further review. We look forward to further
New Rochelle Council action
that satisfies not only the opinions of a few, but the wishes of
the majority of citizens.”
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer
and former educator.

The New
The New

Don’t Waste Your
Time Anywhere Else
Don’t Waste Your
Time Anywhere Else

FEDERAL BENEFITS

Engel Applauds Pentagon’s Extension of Personnel
Benefits to Same-Sex Military and Civilian Couples
WASHINGTON, D.C.
-- Congressman Eliot Engel
(D-NY-16) issued the following
statement after the U.S. Department of Defense announced it
plans to extend full personnel
benefits to same-sex military and
civilian couples. The benefits will
become available by September 3,
and are retroactive to the June U.S.

Supreme Court ruling striking
down the Defense of Marriage
Act (DOMA). With the repeal
of the DOMA, a law which Rep.
Engel opposed in 1996, same-sex
families cannot be excluded from
federal benefits.
“This move by the Pentagon
is a victory for those families who
Continued on page 18

Club
Club

New York
York
New

NEW YORK’S
NEW
YORK’S
PREMIER
GENTLEMEN’S
PREMIER
CABARET

GENTLEMEN’S
Escape Reality…
Escape
to The VIP Club!
CABARET
First Class Adult Entertainment,
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP!
2-For-1 Drinks
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
COMPLIMENTARY
ADMISSION
First
Class
Adult
Entertainment,
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

Sushi
Bar and Lounge.
20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)
212-633-1199
HAPPY
HOUR @ THE VIP!s thevipclubnyc.com
2-For-1 Drinks
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Engel Applauds Military Same-Sex Benefits
Continued from page 17

have long had to suffer from inequality.
This step is symbolic of the great strides
the fight for equality for same-sex families have taken over time, as it was not
long ago that DOMA was the law of
the land and the military employed the
punitive Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy.
Currently, 12 states (including New

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2013

York) and Washington D.C. recognize
same-sex marriage, and more are surely to
follow. The momentum is on the side of
equal rights in this battle. With DOMA
gone into the waste bin of history, I hope
more steps will continue to be taken in
the months and years ahead to finally end
discriminatory practices against same-sex
couples. It is about time.”

Abinanti Asserts State Broke a Working Early Intervention System
Department Heads Need to be Held Accountable
GREENBURGH, NY and YONKERS, NY – “The state broke an Early
Intervention system that was working
for special needs kids,” said Assemblyman Tom Abinanti. “The state’s implementation of its new plan for Early
Intervention is a fiasco.”

Assemblyman Abinanti is calling for “heads to roll” in the New York
State Health Department as a result of
its botched implementation of the department’s new plan for administering
the state’s Early Intervention program.
“The state is burying providers
in an avalanche of red tape and paper

Agatha Strome was a child of
New Rochelle, born and raised in the
Queen City. She worked for a time at
WVOX radio, where she would meet
her future husband, Chuck Strome,
then the morning man and news director. He, of course, went on to his well
known career in civil service. More recently, Agatha was the office manager
for Lauren Paul Woodworking, and
also served as a communicant of Holy
Family Church. Like so many others,
from the beginning, the Stromes had
every intention of spending their lives
in that addictive town.

I did not know Agatha Strome
other than that she and her husband
raised two great kids and that we
shared a common connection with the
radio station. But I got to know Chuck
Strome fairly well. We shared the radio background, as well, what with my
having succeeding him by about twenty
years as the host of Good Morning
Westchester and news director. But I
also got to know him through his very
public role as the New Rochelle City
Manager, a job that requires him to
deal with the press on a regular basis
and that also calls on him to take phone

work – forcing many small businesses
to close and causing speech, occupational and physical therapists to abandon Early Intervention services,” said
Abinanti. “The state is hurting defenseless babies and toddlers and blaming
everyone but themselves.”

PEOPLE

A Rough Road for Chuck Strome
Loses his Wife to Leukemia at 55
By BOB MARRONE
Charles Strome III
would be the first person to tell you that this
story is not about him,
but his beloved wife of
almost thirty years, and he would be
right, to a point. Agatha M. Strome,
died on Thursday, August 8, 2013, losing a hard fought battle with Leuke-

mia, at the age of 55. She is survived
by her husband, daughter Nicole, and
son Carl. She also leaves behind her
mother, Pauline (Civitano) Gasparini;
brother Paul Gasaprini, and his wife
Mary Ellen; her sister Lisa GaspariniWilkie, and her husband victor. A
funeral mass was held on Tuesday, August 13, 2013, at Holy Family Church
in New Rochelle and Internment followed at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

LE G A L A D S
L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY authority filed with NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/5/13.
NY off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882
Chappaqua, NY 10514. NJ address of LLC:
400 Interpace Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ
07054. Arts of org. on file with NJ Secretary
of State P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any lawful activity.
MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC
upon whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 2958
3rd Ave Bronx, NY 10455. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design.
Agent of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yonkers,
NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to C/O Alvaro Franco
248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL New Rochelle, NY
10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity
517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY authority filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/6/13.
Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. NY off. Loc. in
Westchester Co. SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 517RG LLC
Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY
10514. NJ address of LLC: 24 Westminster DR
Montville, NJ 07045. Arts of org. on file with
NJ Secretary of State P.O. Box 300 Trenton,
NJ 08625. Purpose: any lawful activity.

D & J Sky Farms LLC Articles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to The LLC 20 Wilmot
Circle Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.
THE LANGUAGE PARLOR, LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/27/13. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC
upon whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to C/O United
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th
Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose:
Any lawful activity. Registered Agent United
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave
Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228.
TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC
upon whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 142
Lincoln Ave Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 10706.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC
upon whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to The LLC PO Box
359 New Rochelle, NY 11021. Purpose: Any
lawful activity.
Notice of Formation of ZANICK Seven, LLC
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC).
Articles of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WESTCHESTER County. Secy of State
is designated as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served. Secy of State
shall mail a copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him/her to DACK Consulting
Solutions, 2 William street suite 202 White
Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: To engage in any
lawful act or activity

inquiries from residents every other
week at the microphones of our shared
Continued on page 19

C L A S S I F I ED A D S
MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, NY 10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
NEMO’S VENTURE I LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to The LLC 317 Cantitoe
St Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: Any lawful
activity. Registered Agent Robert Nemeth 317
Cantitoe St Bedford Hills, NY 10507.

ARTS & Craft Vendors Wanted
Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to be held indoors in Bronxville, NY by Building
Hope for the New Yonkers Animal Shelter New items only - contact:
Julie 914-924-0708; Email: GingerJ415@aol.com

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Merritt Capital and Consulting LLC. Arts of
Org. filed with Secy of State (SSNY) on April
18, 2013. Office Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served and shall mail copy of process
against LLC to principal business address: 5
Pheasant Dr., Armonk, NY 10504. Purpose: Any
lawful act.
Notice of Formation of ZANICK Six, LLC a
domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC).
Articles of Organization filed with Secretary
of State of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WESTCHESTER County. Secy of State
is designated as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served. Secy of State
shall mail a copy of any process against the
LLC served upon him/her to DACK Consulting
Solutions, 2 William street suite 202 White
Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: To engage in any
lawful act or activity
NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. filed
with the Secy of State (SSNY) on June 26,
2013. Off. Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated
as agent for service on LLC. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste.
16-J, Yonkers, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. Date of Dissolution: (August 11, 2013.)

Spacious, clean storage. Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M)
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8
Ft. Ceilings. One unit has a full garage door ent. No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security. 7
day (8A - 6P) access. Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

Office Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown Location
Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent
$900/Month
2 Room Office Space: 1160 Sq. Ft.
Rent $1675/Month
Office Space: 305 Sq. Ft.
Rent $500/Month
Wilca: 914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.
Leighton Ave.
Yonkers / Bronx border.
Quiet st.
New Kitchen. Pvt. Entrance.
Call 914.613.7487
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A Rough Road for Chuck Strome
Continued from page 18
alma mater. We occasionally would
co-host a show.
To know Chuck Strome is to
know that Agatha did not battle her
disease alone. It is also to know that
this tough sensitive man was himself
dying on the inside during the past
two years, especially the final two
weeks, as his wife lost her battle. He
never spoke about it much, and he
performed his job as he always did
with grace, integrity and commitment. Indeed, dealing with Strome
was and is always a pleasure for a
newsperson, or a resident. You al-

ways feel you get the truth, and you
always believe he has the best interests of the city at heart. He is also a
proud Mets fan, which tells you even
more about his inner strength.
I don’t live or work in New
Rochelle anymore, so I have nothing to gain, nor do I have an axe to
grind. But the city is fortunate to
have such a decent and dedicated
public servant. In this time of partisan bickering at all levels of government, it is unusual to say these
things about a public official.
When my editor asked me if
I knew Chuck, I said I did and accepted the task of writing about the

death of his wife. But this is really
a larger story about a New Rochelle
family, their loss of a loved one at
too young an age, and the strength
of a man who labored faithfully for
the citizens of his city, while his
heart was breaking.
I offer my sincere condolences,
and those of The Westchester Guardian family, to the family of Agatha
Strome. May she rest in peace. I
also hope for peace and comfort for
Chuck and his family. You are as
good as it gets.
Bob Marrone is an author and
freelance writer for The Westchester
Guardian.

Open 7 Days A Week
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Is Gay Marriage Related to Abortion?
CHRIS
ROSTENBERG
I’m concerned that
adopted kids deserve
a mom and a dad.
Same-sex couples
cannot fill these roles. Thus, gay
couples are not entitled to the same
chance at adopting kids, so must not
be allowed to marry. This is not a
rejection of homosexuality itself and
is not based in bigotry. We don’t say
single adults and unmarried couples
are victims of bigotry when they are
denied equal standing with married
couples in adopting. I am denied
the right to marry members of my
close family, and I am not being
denied equality. Denial of similar
treatment is not the same as prejudice; being anti-gay marriage is not
the same as being anti-gay. If the
government said I could “marry” my
parents or siblings, it still would not
be marriage any more than same sex
couples can be married. Gay people
getting “married” with the result of
adopted kids being denied a mom
and dad is similar to straight prochoice adults having irresponsible
sex resulting in unborn children being denied life. Kids suffer so adults
can have sex and get married when
they shouldn’t. Gay marriage, like
abortion doctor are two of the oxymorons of the confused Left.
Today, when unborn children
are found to have Down Syndrome,

many of the children are aborted.
What if homosexuality is genetically influenced, as many gay people
say it is? How many gay children
being aborted would it take for liberals to conclude abortion was so
wrong it should be treated like other
child homicide? I’m concerned
that because conservatives tend to
believe gayness is a choice, not a genetic trait, the Right will fail, like the
Left, in protecting gays from future
eugenic abortion.
There are some liberal strategists advancing gay marriage who
don’t give a damn about gays themselves. These cynics know that gay
marriage often involves judicial activism, which in turn supports the
liberals’ holy grails, Roe vs. Wade and
Doe vs. Bolton, the Supreme Court
abortion decisions. In fact, the attack on gun rights, regardless of its
possible merits, is also largely a fight
for judicial activism.
Some people say, “I like homosexuals, but I don’t like homosexuality.” I’m not one of those people. I
like homosexuals and homosexuality because I like human diversity,
as in the rainbow flag used by gay
activists. I don’t believe homosexuality is sick or immoral. I abhor the
hostility I see expressed towards
gays (primarily) by the Right and
I’m glad gays are achieving greater
acceptance – today is the day of the
gay person.

Confused leftists say, “If the
object is to deter abortion, then
pro-lifers should vote for the
Democratic Party because it offers
many social programs which discourage women from having abortions.” They say this even though
the Democratic Party supports
nine-month abortion. Likewise,
muddled liberals say, “If you think
abortions are an attack on the family, then let gays get married because
gays don’t typically get pregnant or
have abortions.” The person making the first comment is saying,
“We should stop abortion by voting for abortion.” The second person is saying, “Since child-killing is
bad, let’s abuse children by denying
them a mother and a father.”
That said, I don’t think gays as
individuals are worse parents than
straights. I’d rather see a child go
to a gay couple than languish in the
foster care system, so in special circumstances I would accept gays in
civil unions adopting and fostering
hard-to-place children for whom
there is less demand. As for a single
adult adopting or fostering, I would
say they deserve an equal chance
whether straight or gay.
Homophobia and homohostility are vile attitudes and it is
unfortunate they muddy the waters in the battle over man-woman
marriage and the prenatal homicide issues.

NYC’s #1
TOPlESS
SPORTS
BAR
• Gentlemen’s Club
• sushi RestauRant
• Fine DininG

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.)

212-819-9300

www.mycheetahsnyc.com

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com

LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC

240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

Multifamily is our Specialty

WWW.WESTCHESTERGUARDIAN.COM

