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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

Just returned from “viva” Las Vegas;
took the red eye and now I know
why they call it the red eye – I didn’t
sleep a wink. I never knew babies
crying could actually drown out the
engines of a jumbo jet, but they certainly did! So
welcome to this week’s “sleepy” edition of “News
and Notes.”
Our friends at Soles4Souls are collecting your
gently worn shoes to distribute to those less fortunate on April 22nd at the Ebersole Skating Rink in
White Plains.
One event looks interesting, as noted author,
photographer and naturalist Carol Gracie will speak
about the role of Spring Wildflowers in the environment. Her topics include their adaptations for
early blooming, medicinal and other uses, pollination, seed dispersal and origin of wildflower names.
“Spring Wildflowers of the Northeast: A Natural
History,” will take place on Thursday April 18th at
the Bronxville Public Library.
My favorite NFL player, NY Giants quarterback Eli Manning will once again host the Guiding Eyes for the Blind’s 36th Annual Golf Classic
on June 9th and 10th; call 914-243-2208 for details.
Join us on Sunday, April 21st, at Rye Town
Park/Oakland Beach for the Pancreatic Cancer Research Walk; it’s a great way to increase funding for
research and raise awareness for pancreatic cancer.
A solo exhibition by Rifka Milder “Nature’s Reflections” will run through May 5th at the Art Gallery
at the Rockefeller State Preserve in Mount Pleasant.
Just in time for Earth Day… the Bedford
Audubon Society and Wild Birds Unlimited are
teaming up to offer a workshop on Birdscaping
your Garden on Sunday, April 21st at 10:00am at the
Wild Birds Unlimited store at 523 Bedford Road in
Bedford Hills. Join Bedford Audubon’s Leon Levy
Native Garden Chair and Wild Birds Unlimited’s
Ben Dickson to learn which native plants support
birds and their allies, and how to beautifully integrate bird feeders into your garden. After the workshop, join them as they begin work on restoring and
expanding Bedford Audubon’s Feeder Garden.
This sounds like a big event… Eastchester’s
Public Library’s Huge Annual Book Sale will be
held April 26th through April 29th.
Moms, Dads, Grandmas and Grandpas...

round up the kid’s and come to the 18th Annual
100.7 WHUD Kids Fair presented by Maria Fareri
Children’s Hospital at Westchester Medical Center,
Saturday, April 20th, from 11am to 5pm at the Westchester County Center in White Plains. A portion
of the proceeds from the Kids Fair will benefit the
H.O.P.E. for Youth Foundation and children’s charities in Westchester and the Hudson Valley.
Then on Sunday, April 21st, it’s the annual Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital’s “Go the Distance”
walk and family fun day for healthy, happy children,
call 914-493-2575 for more information. If my wife
hasn’t thrown away my old red sneakers, I’ll be there.
The Westchester Community College’s Celebrity Salon Series schedule is set for this spring with national speakers from the fields of music, media, sports
politics and literature with proceeds helping fund student scholarships, for details call 914-606-6558.
Celebrate the arrival of spring by attending the
Sheep-to-Shawl Festival at Philipsburg Manor in
Sleepy Hollow on April 20-21. There will be sheepshearing, storytelling, duck and sheep herding and
so much more, I can’t wait to see how they herd
ducks, I’m sure it will “quack” me up…
Learning your A, Bee, Cs…. The Melisseus
Honey Bee Research and Education Initiative
along with the John Jay Homestead and Teatown
Lake Reservation are working together to offer a
Beekeeping School.The School consists of 13 workshops of lecture and hands-on experience working
with live bees. Identical classes are being offered
starting Wednesday evening April 24th, at Teatown
or Saturday the 27th, at the John Jay Homestead and
participants may attend either. The cost of the series
is $160, but all equipment needed, will be provided
for use during the workshop. Call 914-232-7173 for
more information or to register. As Einstein once
said” If the bees die, we die!”
Spring has sprung: lawn mower is serviced, rake
is out, flowers planted, lawn is seeded, and my favorite porch chair is reclined…see you next week.
Here’s your chance, if you have an event you
would like us to mention in News & Notes, we
would love to, just drop us an email at marsar@optonline.net, two weeks notice would help as I really
can’t write that fast… see you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, with
his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and
Claire.
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Documenting the Recent Past
By SHERIF AWAD
In a recent Egyptian
talk show, the guest,
military correspondent
Yasser Rizk who had
become editor-in-chief
of the privately-owned daily newspaper Al-Masry Al-Youm was the guest.
Rizk deduced the current situation in
Egypt by stating the “Egyptian revolution continues”, which is the slogan
many protesters are seen still holding
onto across Egyptian streets. Rizk also
confirmed that it would take Egypt
many years to find social and economic stability under the flag of the
current regime.
For filmmakers as well, the Egyptian revolution is still going on as
many Egyptian and non-Egyptian
filmmakers are still fully focused on
creating documentaries about the
revolution and its aftermath through
their respective lenses. One of the
those filmmakers is Aida Schlaepfer,
the Swiss filmmaker whose Arab origins are the catalyst that drove her to
realize her new documentary “I am an
Egyptian Citizen” in which she interviews three victims of massive police
brutality during the peaceful demonstrations from January 25, 2011
till February 11 of the same year. The
three men were seriously injured and

Marionette

two of them would come to lose their
eyesight after being hit by rubber bullets and teargas.
Born in Baghdad to a Lebanese
mother and an Iraqi father, Aida
Schlaepfer spent her childhood living
between those two countries. Always
interested in film and art, Aida considered becoming an actress but her
parents opposed the idea, which drove
her to study business at El-Bekaa

University. At the age of twenty, she
moved to Europe and settled down in
Switzerland where she earned an Art
and Media Design degree at the F+F
Schule für Kunst und Mediendesign
in Zurich. After enrolling in a multitechnical TV training course, she attended the Egyptian High Cinema
Institute in 2003 where she earned a
post graduate diploma in filmmaking.

Aida Schlaepfer on location.
“My visual art studies allowed
me to create an exhibition called
Apocalypse revolving about the 9/11

Director Aida Schlaepfer.
Dancing (2003). They also tackled the and Iraq descend into anarchy and
identity problems endemic to some war for instilling within her a deep
Swiss, whether coming from an Arab understanding of how destructive
or European backgrounds, who find war is—both physically and psychodifficulties in coping with the social logically. That understanding, coupled
habits of their new European home. with her personal experience with war,
Aida’s eighteen-minute post-graduate motivated Aida to complete a oneproject Marionette (2005) was her year professional meditation training
first narrative film and her first work course in Zurich, which was also the
shot on 35mm. Conceived from the driving force behind the creation of
viewpoint of a single young woman, it Gangs of Baghdad (2007). The docusheds light on how Arab women are mentary depicted families that fell viclonging for a husband. The loneliness tim to violent tribal acts and ransom
of the young woman makes her irra- kidnapping in Baghdad. “Of course,
tionally long and imagine that she had I went inside Iraq through an illegal
a fiancé who neglected her. She goes way using my original Iraqi dialect. In
to the places they used to go and asks this chaotic environment, one can eas-

My Name Is Egyptian Citizen.
incident and how the Western World
perceived it when it occurred. I would
then come to favor Egypt to complete my higher education because its
institute is one among eight top film
institutes qualified around the world”,
remembered Aida, whose early credits include a series of experimental
videos, including Shadow Black and
White (2001), Silent Screaming Inside
a Woman (2002), and East and West

around about him. The film opens and
ends with her cell phone ringing. Is he
calling for real or it is her pure imagination? We never know. “Waiting is
a seven-letter word but its effects can
be enormous and dramatic. It can turn
normal and healthy people into sick
and insane persons”, wrote Aida in the
film press-kit.
Aida credits her personal experience of having watched Lebanon

one Sunni child in the documentary
recounted his kidnapping by certain
Shia people. In Iraq, the adherents of
Sunni Islam went to learn about the
other Shia doctrine to protect themselves if they got stopped by Shias,
and vice versa”. Gangs was followed
by Homeland (2010) in which Arab
refugees and fugitives who fled to
Munich seeking security, stability and
freedom were interviewed. Gangs of
Baghdad was screened at the 11th
Annual Hollywood Film Festival, ArcLight Cinemas in California, and at
the Al-Jazeera Documentary Festival
in Qatar.
After realizing these award-winning films, Aida went on to co-establish Da-Production, her Zurich-based
film company and to found the International Arabic Film Festival in
Zurich. Nevertheless, her next documentary will be another challenge. “It
is called To Be We Also Want To Be”,
revealed Aida. “The controversial documentary will shed the light on male
escorts in Switzerland and how they
are stigmatized twice by the supposedly free Swiss society as they are both
prostitutes and homosexuals”.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a
film / video critic and curator. He is the
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director for both the Alexandria Film
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He

Amira El-Sayed (right) With Egyptian-born actor Elsayed Kandil, writer Paul
Schrader and Austrian actors Bernd Jeschek and Thomas Anzenhofer.

ily have an Iraqi ID in a few hours”,
said Aida who was also worried about
the lives of her cameraman and crew
during the tough shooting. “It was also
problematic because of the violence
across Iraqi streets and also under the
regulations of the American forces
that prohibited any foreign camera to
shoot what was going on”. “I was even
accused of condemning Shias because

also contributes to Variety, in the United
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.com/), in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), the AlMasry Al-Youm Website (http://www.
almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132)
and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).
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Killing Our Young
By BOB MARRONE
A look of horror, more
like a painful grimace,
replaced the usually upbeat expression on the
face of the young attorney. She tried to compose herself, but her handwringing and
finger tapping betrayed a sense of dread
and anxiety. She was looking at her student loans. Barely two years out of law
school, she is unable to pay her monthly
bills due to the combination of crushing debt and a below average salary; the
latter owing to the glut of lawyers and
other graduates who thought a licensed
profession was the way to get a job In
this economy.
What is worse, her loans are growing. In what was meant to be a taste of
forbearance, some of her creditors have
offered “more manageable” terms, by
allowing her to pay less now, while…
now get this… the face amount of the
loan grows Since the interest will also
be on the new face amount, her loan
will grow geometrically, like the mon-

ster known as the BLOB.
Where I grew up in Brooklyn,
we had a guy in the neighborhood
who lent money at extraordinary rates.
He was not embarrassed if you called
him a Loan Shark or a “Shy,” short for
Shylock. It was a respected business
among the immigrants, with whom
the banks would not do business, and
the gamblers on Fifth Avenue. He had
a good collection record thanks to his
friend, Louisville Slugger, who made
house calls with him. His terms were
simple: You paid the interest until you
could pay the whole note. Sometimes,
he would allow partial weekly amounts
of principle, though at higher rates. If
you couldn’t pay, you had to come up
with the ‘”vig,” or interest, to hold off
Lou. Even with all this and the threat
of violence, you still had the feeling that
if you had the ability to come up with
money on a regular basis, reason would
prevail.
Not so with student loans. Most
rates are between six and seven percent,
despite overall low interest rates, and

for the most part, they are not controlled by banks. 85 percent of student
loan rates are set by, of all places, our incompetent congress. That august body
has not looked at the rates since 2001.
It is worth noting that even if they get
around to it, student loans, being unsecured, will still have relatively high rates.
They just don’t have to be as high as
they are. Wait, it gets worse, you can’t
include student loan debt in a bankruptcy declaration. You are stuck with
the debt until you die.
The airlines, auto makers and other
large manufacturing companies are allowed to “reorganize” whenever they
can’t make ends meet. We bailed out
the country’s biggest banks when they
could not pay their bills. To the good,
we are trying to help homeowners with
underwater balances and horrific payment plans. Even the credit card companies will take your call.
Shame on us. In this, the twenty
first century, having abolished debtor’s
prisons and indentured servitude, we
have virtually re-created them and imprisoned our best and brightest young
people.They can’t consolidate easily, nor
can they renegotiate their rates. Each

month, many owe more than the last.
Without bankruptcy protection, the
students have no leverage with which
to bargain.
It seems to me there are only two
possibilities: First, the government
steps in, allows some limited guarantees, similarly limited bankruptcy protection, and facilitates consolidation,
and lower interest rates. Alternatively, a
company with the needed capital steps
in offering lower interest and consolidated loans, allowing existing debtors
to pay off their usurious obligations.
There is money to be made. Here again,
the government could help out with
limited conditions and rigorously enforced guarantees. Perhaps, some combination of these ideas, or a better one
can do the job.
In any case we, their parents and
grandparents, damaged the economy
through our profligate and freewheeling ways, resulting in a world with
limited opportunity for our graduates.
Financial analysts believe that, over
time, the job market and opportunity
will return. But unless we act, nothing
will be done about student debt. They
are not looking for a free ride. But now

that their school bills are the size of
mortgages, what they need is a way to
pay back their loans that fits in with the
reality of their lives.
The next time you go out to dinner,
go ahead and ask some the young staff, if
they are out of school yet. What is shocking is that most of them are. One woman
who served me dinner recently, is a social
worker with a master’s degree, who also
works at the restaurant and teaches dance
to pay her loans. She still lives at home
even though she is almost thirty. Her
story is the norm for young people whose
parents could not pay for college.
And whether or not you are a fan
of the HBO series “Girls,” tune it in one
night. The series captures the plight of
twenty some things taking what jobs
they can, and living with roommates,
just to get by. While you are at it, you
can also enjoy their wacky relationships,
weird sex lives and narcissism. But I am
asking you to follow the money, or lack
thereof.
Whay we have done to our young
people is scandalous.
Bob Marrone is a radio talk show host,
author, and freelance writer for The Westchester Guardian.

Education

New York Medical College Purchases Building
for Growing Enterprise
VALHALLA, NY -- New York
Medical College has announced the
purchase of a 248,000-square foot
building to provide upgraded and more
flexible space planning for its growing
enterprise.
“This is an auspicious day for
New York Medical College,” said Alan
Kadish, M.D., president of New York
Medical College and the Touro College and University System “The addition of this prime real estate will open
up a wealth of opportunities for new
programs we are developing, as well
as easing the crowded conditions currently experienced in some of the older
buildings on campus. We are committed to developing our enterprise in ways
that support and enhance our ability to
fulfill the nation’s need for health care
professionals, and these modern facilities offer the flexibility and growth potential we have been seeking.”
The newly acquired five-story
building, located at 19 Skyline Drive
in Hawthorne, N.Y., sits adjacent to
the campus. The property consists of 12

acres off Route 9A, and houses a 115seat auditorium / conference room,
a fitness center, a cafeteria with a café
annex and an 80-seat outdoor dining
plaza, and a 720-space parking lot. In
the near future it will be connected to
Sunshine Cottage Road via a paved
roadway with a sidewalk.
Plans are still being finalized, but
College officials say they expect renovations to take place this summer, and
to begin moving faculty and staff to the
Skyline Drive building in September.
“The sale of this property continues our strategy of recycling our capital

out of non-core office assets to fuel our
diversification into multifamily,” said
Mitchell E. Hersh, president and CEO
of Mack-Cali.
Mack-Cali Realty Corp. provides
management, leasing, development,
construction and other tenant-related
services for its class-A real estate portfolio. The company owns or has interest
in nearly 280 properties in the Northeast.
New York Medical College, a
member of the Touro College and
University System, is one of the nation’s
largest private health sciences universities with more than 1,400 students and
850 residents and fellows and nearly
3,000 faculty members. The leading academic biomedical research institution
between New York City and Albany,
the university manages more than $34
million in research and other sponsored
programs, notably in the areas of cardiovascular disease, cancer, kidney disease, the neurosciences and infectious
diseases. www.nymc.edu
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Edna St. Vincent Millay, 3: ‘The Booth Where Folly Holds Her Fair’
By ROBERT SCOTT
Returning to their tiny
Greenwich
Village
house after their belated honeymoon on a
world cruise, the Boissevains soon decided that city life had
become too hectic for them.
At first they sought a beach home.
Eventually, in March of 1925 they paid
$9,000 for a run-down farmhouse two
miles from the tiny village of Austerlitz, in Columbia County, N.Y.
After remodeling the hilltop
house and landscaping the grounds,

robbery were under sentence of death.
She was arrested in Boston on the
day set for their execution and refused
to pay a $10 fine. Her poem, “Justice
Denied in Massachusetts,” remains a
classic in the genre of protest.
With privacy and freedom to
work undisturbed, Edna began writing in earnest. Eugen catered to her
every whim, taking care of running the
household and serving s farm overseer,
business manager and secretary. She
began to turn out poems, with occasional interruptions to travel around
the country giving readings of her
works.

Steepletop, the home of Edna St. Vincent Millay and Eugen Boissevain, is a National
Historic Landmark.
they named it Steepletop for the
Her public readings of her poems
showy pink wildflower, the steeplein large cities and on college campuses
bush or hardhack (Spiraea tomentosa),
were not only lucrative, they were necso abundant on their land. It would beessary. Eugen’s fortunes had suffered in
come their base of operations and their
the Depression. Although described
home for the rest of their lives.
as readings in which she held an open
In the summer of 1927, Edna
book, the poems were all declaimed
became involved in the famous Saccoemotionally from memory, bringing
Vanzetti case. Two Italian laborers
tears to the eyes of many. Author tours
accused of killing a Massachusetts facalso boosted sales of her books. Her
tory paymaster and his guard in a 1920
Wine from These Grapes sold 66,500
copies in seven months after its publication in November of 1934--a remarkable feat for a book of verse and
even more incredible in the lean years
of the Depression.
At the time of their marriage, they
had promised each other that it would
be an open marriage, with each partner
free have other relationships. It was on
one of her reading tours that she met
George Dillon, author of Boy in the
Wind, a collection of poems written
before he was twenty. It won the 1931
Pulitzer Prize for poetry--but it would
be the only book of verse he would ever
publish.
Edna initiated the relationship.
She was 37 and he was 22, having

graduated from the University of Chicago the year before. It was Dillon to
whom she addressed the sonnets of her
book Fatal Interview.
Disaster struck twice in 1936.
Shortly after arriving at the Palms
Hotel on Sanibel Island in Florida,
she watched the hotel go up in flames.
Destroyed with it was the manuscript
for a new book. Back at Steepletop, she
used her remarkable memory to recall
the poems she had composed. Conversation at Midnight was published the
following year.

in Boston found that he had cancer of
the right lung, which was successfully
removed in an operation. Although he
seemed to be recovering, Eugen died
suddenly from a stroke on August 30.
His ashes are buried at Steepletop.
Edna drank recklessly after the
funeral and would not eat properly.
She entered Doctors Hospital in New
York City. Determined to return to the
farm, after a period of treatment and
rehabilitation she spent a lonely year at
Steepletop writing poems for another
book.

Let you not say of me when I am old,
In pretty worship of my withered hands
Forgetting who I am, and how the sands
Of such a life as mine run red and gold
Even to the ultimate sifting dust, “Behold,
Here walketh passionless age!”--for there expands
A curious superstition in these lands,
And by its leave some weightless tales are told.
In me no lenten wicks watch out the night;
I am the booth where Folly holds her fair;
Impious no less in ruin than in strength,
When I lie crumbled to the earth at length,
Let you not say, “Upon this reverend site
The righteous groaned and beat their breasts in prayer.”
During that summer, while driving with Eugen at the wheel, she fell
out of their station wagon when the
passenger door accidentally flew open
on a turn. She injured her back, suffered pain for years and had a succession of operations. The ordeal left her
with a morphine addiction. Eugen began using the drug himself in the hope
of showing her how to kick the habit.
She and Eugen were also heavy
drinkers. Max Eastman thought they
drank too much and that “chemical
stimulation blunted the edge of Edna’s
otherwise so carefully cherished genius.”
The impending war in Europe
and Asia caused her to turn her attention to writing propaganda verse.
Make Bright the Arrows was published
in 1940. She knew it was inferior to
her usual standards and feared that it
would destroy her reputation as a poet.
Critics were unmerciful, and she
suffered a nervous breakdown. For a
long time, she was unable to write at
all. In 1949, Eugen developed a serious
cough. Doctors at Deaconess Hospital

A sonnet written years before in
1920 shows remarkable prescience
about what the future would hold for
her:
“I shall die,” Edna wrote in 1931,
“but that is all that I shall do for death;
I am not on his payroll. I will not tell
him the whereabouts of my friends
nor of my enemies either. Though he
promise me much, I will not map him
the route to any man’s door. Am I a spy
in the land of the living that I should
deliver him to death?”
After a long night of reading
proofs, on October 19, 1950, clad in
dressing gown and slippers, Edna
St. Vincent Millay left her living and
ascended the narrow stairs to her
bedroom on the second floor. After
smoking a few cigarettes, she returned
to the head of the stairs. Perhaps she
felt a warning pain or felt dizzy. Pitching forward, Edna tumbled down the
dark staircase, breaking her neck. The
hired man discovered her body the
next day, lying like a twisted rag doll on
the landing at the foot of the stairs.
She was 58 years old and had
outlived her husband by thirteen

months and twenty days. Her ashes are
buried beside Eugen’s at Steepletop,
where Edna’s creative memory is still
alive. Her sister, Norma Millay Ellis,
who died in 1986, turned the Millay
house and grounds into the Millay
Colony for the Arts. Since its inception, the Colony has welcomed more
than a thousand artists, composers
and writers, giving them all-expensepaid residencies of one month’s duration between April and November
with private rooms, studios and all
meals. (www.millaycolony.org/ Tel:
518/392-3103)
In 1923, Edna St. Vincent Millay became the first woman to win the
Pulitzer Prize for poetry. In the 1920s
and 1930s, she was the symbol of individual freedom and women’s liberation.
Her life demonstrated that women
had an equal right to love and work
and write. A New York Times article in
1931 named her among the ten greatest living women, and called her “the
chief glory of contemporary American
literature.”
After her death, critic John Ciardi
wrote an obituary in The Saturday
Review of Literature: “It was not as a
craftsman nor as an influence, but as
the creator of her own legend that she
was most alive for us. Her success was
as a figure of passionate living.” The
magazine was swamped by complaints
from Edna’s defenders.
Despite such carping critics, Edna
St. Vincent Millay remains a lyric poet
of the first order, the greatest master of
the sonnet form in the 20th century.
Her poems were marvelously original,
spontaneous and of striking power.
She will survive the hostility of
critics jealous of her metrical exactness
in an age of experimentation. From the
start, her poetry was remarkable for its
freshness, its spirituality, its renunciation of poetic artifice, and its unmistakable power.
So brilliant and graceful a writer
deserves to be read and appreciated.
Incised on her stone in the Poets Corner of the Cathedral Church of St.
John the Divine in New York is a line
from her 1923 tribute to martyred
suffragist Inez Mulholland. It reads:
“Take up the song; forget the epitaph.”
Readers who take the advice of
Edna’s own words will be richly rewarded.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and local historian. He lives in
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.
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MAKE IT FUN!

If I Were a Car… I Wouldn’t Trust Me!
By PAM YOUNG
Attention mechanics:
DO NOT read or listen
to this essay. At best it’ll
disgust you, but at worst,
it could make you sick!
I’m a self-confessed car abuser and
I’m not proud of it, it’s just the way it
is. I’ve abused every car I’ve ever owned
including my current one. My organizing skills have kept my cars clean
on the outside and on the interior, but
when it comes to taking care of what’s
under the hood, they are nonexistent. I
know, I know, I’m irresponsible. I wait
until something happens and then I
head for repair. And I know the “ounce
of prevention equals a pound of cure,”
deal, but I’ve never minded that proverb
when it comes to automobiles.
Once I thought seriously about
marrying a master mechanic, but I just

couldn’t get past the permanent grease
stains under his nails. So I married
someone as mechanically challenged
as I am. Have you ever noticed it costs
more for a plumber, electrician or mechanic, if an inept person has taken a
shot at a fix? In the 25 years Terry and I
have been married the rap sheet on mechanical abuse runs long. We probably
could be retired by now if we’d have
been more mechanically adept.
The highlights of my abuse began with a brand new Chrysler called
a Sundance. Now the Sundance was a
worthless car in the first place. (Driving
it out of the dealership, I went to roll the
window down and the handle came off
in my hand. Just an omen, because anything that could go wrong with that car,
did.) I still could have taken better care
of her. Two years into ownership, I was
stopped at a red traffic light with a car

on my left in the left-turn lane. Black
smoke began encircling our cars as we
waited for the light to change. I looked
over at the car beside me and noted it
was a real junker and I thought, ‘Get off
the road, you polluting piece of junk.’
Then his light turned green and he
took a left and left me engulfed in the
smoke. It was my car that was smoking! My light turned green and as I
drove through the intersection, I heard
a sound like a Costco-sized can of Chili
blew up under the hood. I’d blown my
first rod! Okay, in the two years I owned
the car I had never changed its oil.
I think I traded what was left of
the Sundance on a new Mazda. With
the Mazda, I took lessons they offered
free to new owners on how to take good
care of your purchase. I didn’t mind.
Our next car was a Cadillac. We
were coming up in the world and I

vowed to be better. We still have her today, but we are still guilty of negligence!
The Caddy has a big computer that I
swear makes the car seem like a person.
She lets us know when she’s hungry,
thirsty, needs an oil change, more coolant etc. Trouble is, it turns out she’s a
real hypochondriac. A good example;
one morning her engine light came
on informing me that something was
wrong with her engine and I needed
to get her in immediately! $119 later, it
turned out the only thing wrong with
her was that the engine light was faulty!
The fix cost me another $45!
The Cadillac was born in 1998 and
I figure she’s 105 in car years (same as
dogs). We call her The Old Lady. She
moans when I start her up in the morning if the temperature in the garage is
below 45 degrees. I rammed into another car about two years ago and put
a big hole in her rear bumper and when
I went to get it fixed, I was informed
it would cost more than the whole car

is worth, so I just put a bumper sticker
over the hole.
I think we’ll keep The Old Lady
until she croaks, probably on the side of
the road somewhere, but until that day,
we keep oil and water in the trunk because she’s constantly complaining that
she’s low on them. I figure I don’t have
to take her in for oil changes anymore,
because she’s constantly burning oil and
we’re adding fresh oil on almost a daily
basis.
I think when she does bite the
dust; we’ll just rent a car or take the bus.
Oh, and if you are a car, and you see
me gazing at you with that look of intended acquisition, please, for your own
good take off the other the way.
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com . You’ll
find many musings, videos of Pam in the
kitchen preparing delicious meals, videos on how to get organized, ways to lose
weight and get your finances in order, all
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

MEDICINE

3D Mammography Proven Superior Cancer Detection Procedure
RYE BROOK, NY –- 3D mammography is
now available at Rye Radiology Associates, LLP. A
landmark study conducted in Norway on more than
12,000 women showed that 3D mammography finds 40% more invasive cancers, while
decreasing false positives by 15%.
“Breast cancer is not preventable, so
women must be vigilant about screening.
When a new technology comes along that
improves upon traditional mammograms,
we think women and their loved ones
ought to know about it,’” said Dr. Diane
LoRusso, a breast imaging specialist and
co-founder of Rye Radiology. “I believe
3D is the most significant breakthrough
in breast cancer screening during my 38
years of practicing radiology. Because
of clearer images, 3D allows us to find
more invasive cancers than traditional
mammograms, and also results in fewer
additional work-ups, a relief to many patients.”
“The patient has the same experience as with a
traditional mammogram. The only difference she
may notice is that the x-ray tube moves while she is
being compressed. The thin page-like images that result are sharper and clearer compared to the overlap of

tissue that occurs in traditional mammograms, making it easier to detect a cancer with 3D,” said Dr. Gail
Calamari, breast imaging specialist. “Our patients
have found that the compression of the breast is more
comfortable with this new machine design.”
“At Rye Radiology we do
everything we can to make
mammography screening
and diagnostic mammography a positive experience
for our patients. If any abnormality is found we perform a same day diagnostic
work-up and all patients
get their results the same
day,” said Dr. LoRusso.
Both Dr. LoRusso
and her partner, Dr.
Calamari, have received
Castle Connolly “Top
Doctor” awards based on
r a t - ings by fellow physicians and they have taught
mammography to fellow radiologists in training.
The doctors at Rye Radiology have added 3D
mammography to their breast imaging practice
which also includes breast ultrasound, breast MRI
and image guided breast biopsies. Rye Radiology
is a full service imaging facility which also performs
general body ultrasound, CT scans, orthopedic and
neurologic MRIs (open and high field), general x-ray
and bone density exams.
For more information about Rye Radiology
and 3 D breast imaging, visit www.ryeradiology.
com. To schedule a screening or for additional
questions, call 1-877-RYERADS. Twitter: www.
twitter.com/Rye Radiology; Facebook: wwwfacebook.com/Rye Radiology; or simply www.ryeradiology.com.
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WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

Busted - Doctors Accepting Bribes
EVAN S. LEVINE, M.D.
YONKERS, NY -A few months ago a
new patient came to
see me. He had read
my book , “What
Your Doctor Won’t
(or Can’t) Tell You” a few years ago
and came with a huge folder of bills for
blood tests at a lab called Biodiagnostic
Laboratory Services. He is a healthy
man who believed that his medical
doctor had ordered an unusual amount
of blood tests on him and that his insurance company paid thousands of
dollars for many unnecessary lab tests.
Below are the actual labs tests ordered on this patient:
Thyroid Profile
T4
Free Thyroxine
TSH
T3 Uptake
T3, Total
Free T3
FT4 Index
Thyroid Peroxidase AB
Thyroglobulin Antibodies

Thyroglobulin
Diabetic Profile
Glucose
Glycohemoglobin
Insulin
C-peptide
Hepatitis Profile
Hepatitis A Total
Hepatitis A IGM 
Hepatitis B Surface AG
Hepatitis B Surface AB
Hepatitis B Core AB
Hepatitis B Core AB IGM 
Hepatitis C AB
Comprehensive Metabolic
Endocrinology
FSH
LH
DHEA-Sulfate
Prolactin
Progesterone
Estradiol
Testosterone
Beta 2 Microglobulin
Free Testosterone
Estriol Serum Total
Sex Hormone Binding
Globulin

Hematology Sedimentation Rate
Serology Anti-Streptolysin
C-Reactive Protein
RPR
ANA Screen
Anti DNA
Herpes Simplex Type 1
Herpes Simplex Type 2
Rheumatoid Factor
Cyclic Citrulline IGG
Compliment C3
Compliment C4
Tumor Markers
CA 123
CEA
AFP tumor marker
PSA
Free PSA
% Free PSA
CA 19-9
HIV-1 AB
HIV-2 AB
Allergy tests
I told him that I would have ordered only the following bloods that
would likely be billed for less than $200
dollars:
Chemistry

Blood count – I did not notice if
that was ordered
Thyroid lab that would have only
included a T4 and TSH for screening
Lipid profile – I did not see that
test ordered.
Today, April 9, 2013, according
to a statement released by the office of
the New Jersey U.S. Attorney, “Federal
agents arrested the president and partowner of Parsippany, N.J.-based Biodiagnostic Laboratory Services LLC
(BLS), a New Jersey physician and
two other BLS employees this morning on charges they participated in a
long-running scheme to bribe doctors
to refer patient blood samples to BLS
and to order unnecessary tests, resulting
in tens of millions of dollars in profit
for the company. The charges were announced today by New Jersey U.S. Attorney Paul J. Fishman.”
My sources suggested that doctors were being paid around $5,000 a
month to use BLS and order a programmed minimum amount of tests,
specifically costly studies like allergy
tests and hormone studies. But it seems
my sources were wrong , and underestimated the amount of bribes being paid.
In that same statement a “ Frank
Santangelo, 43, of Boonton, N.J., a

New Jersey physician with offices in
Montville and Wayne, is charged in
the Complaint for allegedly accepting
bribes to refer patients to BLS and violating his duty of fidelity to his patients.
Santangelo allegedly received more
than $700,000 in bribe payments from
BLS and sent the company more than
$4.2 million in blood referrals.”
While the agents have arrested the
owners of this company and a physician they have yet to investigate perhaps hundreds of other physicians who
took cash from BLS workers , like the
physician for this patient, and in return
ordered millions of dollars of unnecessary tests. I suspect that this is just the
beginning of one of the largest medical
insurance investigations in both New
Jersey and New York and I am hoping that these duplicitous MDs are not
sleeping well tonight.
Dr. Evan S. Levine is a cardiologist in
New York and a Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at Montefiore Medical
Center – Albert Einstein College of Medicine, and affiliated with St. Joseph’s Medical Center in Yonkers. He is also the author
of the book “What Your Doctor Won’t (or
Can’t) Tell You”. He lives in Connecticut
with his wife and children.

MUSIC

2 CD Box Set serves as a Great Reminder of
THE SOUNDS “New
why Freddie King is still relevant” Rating: 8
OFBLUE
By Bob Putignano
This Freddie King compilation is a two
CD box set that culls all of Freddie’s
singles recorded for King Records and
Federal Records from 1960 through
1967, which could be considered some
of his greatest recordings.
Many of Freddie’s most famous recordings are included like “Hideaway,”
“San-Ho-Zay!,” “I’m Tore Down,”
“You’ve Got To Love Her With a
Feeling,” “Sen-Sa-Shun,” “Takin’ Car
of Business,” “The Stumble,” “Side
Tracked,” and “Have You Ever Loved
a Woman,” all of which have been
numerously compiled prior. But it’s
the rarities that I either never heard or
haven’t heard in a very long time makes
this box set a pleasure to cherish, as
this comp goes far deeper than Rhino’s
(now out of print, single disc) “Hide
Away: The Best of Freddie King,” but
not as comprehensive as the Bear Family seven CD box set “Taking Care of

Business – 1956-1973.” Needless to
say: it’s not a fair comparison comparing a very expensive seven CD box to
this much more reasonably priced two
CD set.That being said I enjoyed listening to rarities like “Lonesome Whistle
Blues,” the hilarious “Do the President
Twist,” “See See Baby” with its “Hey
Lawdy Mamas” choruses, “It’s Easy,
Child,” the instrumental “The Bossa
Nova Watusi Twist,” “You’re Barking
Up the Wrong Tree,” and the dynamite
instrumental “Surf Monkey” where
Freddie’s in high gear soaring on guitar.
I also enjoyed “Monkey Donkey,” two
other instrumentals titled “Meet Me
at the Station,” and “King-A-Ling,”
as well as “She Put the Whammy On
Me,” and much more. How much
more? Well there are (chronologically
presented) twenty-seven tunes on each
disc, so there’s quite a lot to soak-up and
enjoy. Oh, and don’t forget to checkout

his two Christmas classics “Christmas
Tears,” and “I Hear Jingle Bells,” too.
Listening to all the tunes here
served as an important reminder about
whom and what Freddie King was all
about. From his soaring solo guitar
work, his strong songwriting abilities
and his distinctive vocals, Freddie King
was the absolute goods who should
never be forgotten. Owning this box set
should facilitate his legacy to endure for
many more decades to come. Last but
not least; there’s sixteen page booklet
with excellent notes from the pen of the
always insightful Bill Dahl, who’s easily
one of the best compilation liner-note
writer of this era.
* Like B.B. in 1987, and (probably by the time you read this) Albert
in 2013, Freddie King was rightfully
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame last year in 2012.
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com
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Legend Virginia Wade Speaker at 50 Anniversary Luncheon
th

MAMARONECK, NY -The Metropolitan Interclub
Tennis League (MITL) is
proud to announce that tennis
legend, Virginia Wade, will be
its honored guest speaker at its
50th Anniversary Luncheon on
April 25th at Beach Point Club
in Mamaroneck. The luncheon
will be attended by Captains
representing 54 area clubs as
well as honored guests.
Virginia Wade is the
only British woman in history
to have won titles at all four
Grand Slam tournaments. In
her career, she was ranked as
high as No. 2 in the world in
singles, and No. 1 in doubles
.She was the Number 1 British player for over a decade,
but the crowning moment of
her career was when she won
the Wimbledon Singles Title
in 1977. Queen Elizabeth II
presented the Trophy, in what
was her Silver Jubilee year. In
addition to Wimbledon, she
won the 1968 U.S. Open Singles Championship and the

1972 Australian Open Singles
Titles, as well as four Doubles
Titles at the Australian, French
and U.S open. Virginia was
ranked in the world’s top ten
players for 13 consecutive
years. All in all, she won 55 singles titles and 839 matches, the
fourth highest in the history of
women’s professional tennis.
In 1989 she was inducted into
the International Tennis Hall
of Fame in Newport, Rhode
Island. She has also been honored by Queen Elizabeth II
with an MBE (Member of the
Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire), and an OBE

(Officer of the Order of the
British Empire). She presently
works as a tennis commentator
for the BBC.
The MITL, one of the
oldest tennis leagues in the
United States, was established
in 1963 with a total of 8 area
clubs’ teams participating. Today, the league has grown to
over 1400 players on 143 teams
from 54 clubs from throughout
Westchester County. Additionally, the MITL sponsors a
Seniors League for players over
50 years of age as well as an active Juniors League comprising
more than 1,000 juniors who
play in the Jack Stahr memorial event at the end of each
summer. Jack Stahr, one of the
most well-respected umpire
officials in the USTA, was a big
supporter of the MITL. The
MITL also supports community organizations which make
tennis instruction available to
underprivileged and disabled
populations.

11,700SF 2-story
User property located
directly off major highways

44 North Saw Mill River Road, Elmsford, NY
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

ASKING $799,900
Robert Finkelstein or Karl Brumback - 212.696.2500 - www.masseyknakal.com

RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Spacious
Studio Apartments $1150/Month
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350 - $1500/Month
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.
Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators.
Credit Check Required
Available Immediately • Call Management Office for details:
914.632.1230

80 West Grand Street, Fleetwood

THE ROMA BUILDING

2022 Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY

Office & Store Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown Location

Office Space 965 sq ft.: Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft- $3100/mo.
Store in back: 1300 sq ft. $2650/mo.

914.632.1230
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Fleetwood to Participate in Orthodox Union Jewish Communities Home and Job Relocation Fair for First Time
Event to be Held April 21 in New York
Fleetwood will join 40 Orthodox Jewish communities from across the United States when it participates for the
first time in the Orthodox Union’s Jewish Communities’ Home and Job Relocation Fair, to be held Sunday, April
21 in New York. This is the fourth year
that the OU Fair has been presented,
with the largest number of communities in participation yet.
The original program, in 2008, was
attended by 14 communities, followed
by 23 in 2009 and 37 in 2011. This year,
41 communities from 18 states will be
represented, covering all areas of the
country: the Northeast, the Southeast; the Midwest; the Southwest; the

Rockies; the Pacific Coast.
“What is being emphasized is affordable living,” explained Rabbi Judah
Isaacs, director of the OU’s Department of Community Engagement,
which produces the Fair. “Each of the
communities offers the ability to live
a more affordable lifestyle, with good
paying jobs and reasonably priced
housing.”
“It is not possible to visit every
community, so the Fair offers a unique
opportunity for ‘one stop,’ shopping, to
learn about each and their unique characteristics,” Rabbi Isaacs added. “These
communities offer a better quality of
life for a young Orthodox Jewish fam-

ily. Interested people will be encouraged to visit communities for Shabbat
following the Fair, to learn more and to
meet residents.”
Although in some cases retirement
is the reason for moving, young families are such an important part of the
constituency for the Fair, that a stroller
parking area is a must.

Sharing Our OU Community Fair Secret
The Great Community of Cherry Hill, New Jersey
By ALISE R. PANITCH

It was about two years
ago residents of Cherry
Hill, NJ, were told that
we were eligible to
participate in the OU
Emerging Communities Fair in New
York. This was fantastic news to us. After all, we love the fact that Cherry Hill
is the kind of warm, friendly community where everybody knows your name,
but we also don’t want to be too much
of a well-kept secret. We want others
to know about our community and all
we have to offer, and to consider us as a
great option to plant roots and raise a
family. Young couples that have moved
to Cherry Hill have been thrilled with
our community and encouraged us
to spread the word. This was our big
chance. But how to succeed?
There are three ideas we implemented that made a powerful difference in helping us to be successful in
our quest of sharing our secret and

promoting interest in our community.
The result -- seven families moved to
Cherry Hill in the months following
the fair, the best performance of any of
the participating 2011 communities.
This year’s Fair, to take place on
Sunday, April 21 in Manhattan, will
once again include Cherry Hill. In
the belief that all Jewish communities
should strengthen each other, here is
Cherry Hill’s three-point plan that the
other 40 participating communities can
follow. There will be enough visitors to
go around.

1. Make a Splash at The
Fair

We were extremely impressed
by the presentations of all the communities at the last OU Fair; however,
there were a few that were particularly
memorable. They were memorable because of the creative themes they used
to identify their communities. In our
case it was – big surprise – cherries. We
all came dressed in red, brought cherry

treats and set up our red-themed table.
Everything looked terrifically coordinated, but, alas, appearances will only
get you so far.
We had the bad luck of being
placed at a table that was in a back
corner of the large room. For the first
half hour, we stood enthusiastically
at our great looking table, but not a
single person came over to see what we
could offer. We quickly realized that we
had to leave our table and go into the
crowd, introducing ourselves to people
and inviting them to come learn about
our community. Bringing an engaging
group of representatives was key. Once
we met people and they came to our
table, they said, “Wow, this looks great!”
It was definitely the combination of
making the personal connection and
then having a nicely themed presentation that made a difference.

2. The Website

After you pique the interest of
visitors at the fair, it is important to

Particularly since the 2009 Fair,
after the economy crashed, jobs have
been the key. The OU Job Board, under
the leadership of International Director Michael Rosner, has worked with
each of the participating communities
to locate white collar positions and to
promote them at the Fair. Preparing for
the upcoming event, Mr. Rosner said,

“The Job Board will be displaying every
community’s jobs as well as reaching
out to communities which may need
help finding jobs in their back yards.
We will also post blurbs about each
community on each job. In addition, we
have sent out mass mailings and have
started social media networking.”

give them an easy way to learn all they
need to know about your community.
In our case, we created the site www.
checkoutcherryhill.com. It has links to
just about anything you need to learn
about our community, quotes from
new families, and updated information
about housing. Once people get good
information about your community,
they can then take the next step to investigate whether your community will
fit their needs. A good website can be
very effective in showcasing all of your
community resources and amenities.

also extremely important. Many of the
families who have moved here came
first for an Experience Cherry Hill
Shabbaton. We look forward to these
Shabbatons – they are as much fun for
us as they are for our guests.
At our first meeting to start preparing for this year’s OU Fair, we were
thrilled that some of the people on our
committee were the ones wandering
around two years ago, searching for the
right place to live. Now they are excited
to share their Cherry Hill experience
with others. We are extremely grateful
to the OU for providing this amazing
experience to make “shidduchim” between families and communities, and
with the right steps, your community
can maximize this opportunity to shine
and grow.
The Orthodox Union’s Fourth
Jewish Communities Home and Job
Relocation Fair will be held Sunday,
April 21 from 12:00 Noon to 6:00 p.m.
at the Metropolitan Pavilion in Manhattan, 110 West 19th Street.
For further information, visit
http://www.ou.org/events/ous-community-home-and-job-relocation-fair.

3. The Visit Tops it Off

In the end, visiting a community is
the single best way to know if this is a
place you could call home. Visitors are
welcome anytime in Cherry Hill, but
we specifically host one or two Experience Cherry Hill Shabbatons each
year that are very special. We use these
opportunities to bring together visitors
and give them a taste of our various
minyanim, learning opportunities, impressive day schools, kosher restaurants,
great community spirit at onegs, etc...
We pack a lot into one weekend! Connecting people with career contacts is

RIGHTS

New Rochelle’s Assault on the First Amendment
A Politically Correct “Passion Play?”
By STEPHEN MAYO

The cause of liberty
has lost ground in the
Queen City of the
Sound. In a five to two
decision, the Democratic Party majority on the New Rochelle City Council has refused to

allow the return of the Gadsden flag;
one chosen by the officially sanctioned
United Veterans to fly below the standard Stars and Stripes. As reported in
these pages recently, the reason given
for the refusal is the close association in
the council majority’s minds between
the symbol and activists known as the
“Tea Party” who have carried the ban-

ner on occasion.
The New Rochelle City Council
would banish an accepted symbol from
America’s past because a modern-day
political cause, the “Tea Party” have adopted it informally, in some places, and
on occasion. The parties who would fly
the flag had been appointed, by a formal act of legislation of a prior New

Rochelle City Council to tend to the
American flag and other matters patriotic for some 50 years.
Council members have variously decried the veterans’ choice as
“defiance”, “nonsensical”, and acts of
“extremist Tea Party members” in justification of their unconstitutional acts.
Our local retired military delegation is
anything but - they are ordinary, and
fairly diverse in opinion. Despite the
vets’ repeated and firm refusals to be
pigeonholed politically, the council’s

reflexive outburst exposes it to be tone
deaf, intolerant and plain bigoted.
Why not take the United Veterans
at their word? What “inside facts” does
the New Rochelle City Council possess that betrays a dark, nightmarish
agenda; as if their intent or overriding
beliefs really mattered in the larger, legal
and constitutional sense.
You do not have to be a devoted
Republican, Democrat, Conservative,
Liberal or “Tea” Party attendee, ComContinued on page 11
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New Rochelle’s Assault on the First Amendment
Continued from page 10
munist Party USA or John Birch Society flunky to proudly display the Stars
and Stripes, or any of the historical variants of the symbol of the great American “experiment in democracy.” No one
to my knowledge has even claimed
any version of “our” flag as exclusively
theirs. These proud “standards” belong
to no man, woman, party or enterprise,
public or private. It is in the “public domain. Black’s Law Dictionary offers the
meaning: “non copyrighted material is
placed to be used by the public”.
The flag at issue, a coiled serpent
in a field of yellow has been claimed by
many as a herald of enlightened peace
and prosperity; for others, a proud
representation of equality, justice and
fraternity. On its face, it stands alone;
representing a vigilant, independent
sense, a feisty apart-hood, perhaps just
the message our earliest sailors and
naval armed soldiers (the modern-day
Marines) sought for a new nation,
beleaguered on land and on the high
seas by pirates, monarchists and antiRepublicans and anti-Democrats the
world over.
But on a deeper level, what could
cause this unique herald of individualized liberty and self-determination to
provoke such a profound, knee-jerk and
bitter censure of a modern and enlightened American city council?
Because this specific symbol, part
of American History, military lore and
legend offends by its simple “association” with a modern, largely informal
political movement, which a major party of the liberal “chattering classes” have
determined to be suspect, poisonous
and deserving of a full-blown, unthinking, unreflective, almost pagan-like,
ritualistic disdain. This hypersensitivity
has driven the legislative body to ignore
a 60-year old grant of at least ceremonial authority to our veterans - ignoring
the positive contributions of our local
military community, undermining its
own city manager, and unceremoniously dumping ordinary rules of contemporary local democracy - simple
meeting notices and quorums.
And all in the cause of disparaging, denigrating, defaming, and if given
the chance, destroying what is after all,
only an image of a despised national
foe (surely not a foe faced in ordinary
political “combat” in the lower seven
counties of metropolitan New York
City, Long Island and the near Hudson
River Valley!
After the last New Rochelle City
Council hearing, it is clear that a modern day “Salem Trials” witch hunt is

in process by our very own city council of self-indulgent, left-hypocrites.
Their target? Any person, party, or
assemblage of persons belonging to,
carrying-a-card-for or redolent-of the
hated present-day Tea Party movement. Having entrusted area veterans
with tending to the handling, care and
protocols of American flags situated on
city property, the legislature would “reel
in” these heroes’ constitutional freedoms
over the simple suspicion, the slightest hint of sympathy for the Tea Party
movement. Of course, the political
sympathies or motivations of the veterans are entirely irrelevant. The United
States Constitution simply does not
care about such things. This is censorship, plain and simple.
To draw parallels with a previous
struggle between the worlds of darkness and light; the controversy reminds
us of the 1925 Scopes “Monkey Trial,”
pitting a simple Tennessee school
teacher interested in presenting newfangled theories of evolution before his
class, against the majoritarian impulses
of an insular local school board amplystocked with smug bigots and climbers
of the local political ladder.
Well, who are the obscurantists
this time? Who would limit previously-enjoyed Constitutional rights
based strictly upon the associations of
the practitioners? And who seeks to
just freely practice the very freedoms
for which the nation was founded and
for which our veterans toiled? And as
to the council majority’s political sympathies or motivations? In this writer’s
opinion: entirely relevant.
Should the controversy not be
settled between the now-lawyered-up
sides, it is quite clear that a court will
delve deeply into what causes accustomed city council majorities to act in
certain extraordinary ways: in hurriedly-called, middle-of-the-night council
sessions, with little or no notice to the
representatives, and convened and adjourned over the telephone; with no
public hearings and no invitation to
affected parties to contribute even written or graphic testimony; with careless
references to national, political movements having virtually no contemporary representation and certainly no ties
to the veterans involved?
Democracy is messy. Constitutional Republicanism can be maddening in its accommodation to unusual or
unpopular beliefs. The suspect banner
has been seen on military bases, naval
and marine ordinance, at political rallies, and even at the Woodstock Festival
of Music and Art” by this author. Yes,

the 1969 hippie-fest!
Many of us have serious differences with left-liberalism, socialism
and other varieties of today’s “statist”
culture; but let us give the tradition its
due. Modern tolerance for ethnic minorities, diversity in culture, the grant of
rights to African-Americans after years
of servitude - and other social progress
can be credited to early modern liberals; Roger Baldwin and the American
Civil Liberties Union, Bayard Rustin
and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and, the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).
Perversely, the modern intellectual heirs
to this class now seek to resurrect the
spirit of instinctual intolerance that their
predecessors devoted their lives, and
considerable amounts of personal liberty, to defeating!
The name for this modern-day
leap of intellectual dishonesty - lump-

ing your instant opponents with
sometimes savory, sometimes unsavory, unrelated, physically removed
parties in discussion with the media
is McCarthyism: tainting Innocents in
American government, culture and
business; hounded from their communities and places of employment
because of a suspected membership in
Communist or communist affiliated
organizations - one of the most sordid
periods in the post World War II era.
Are today’s modern-day tormenters
of the Tea Party (whatever that term
means; parties or simply subscribers to
supporter newsletters?) not now guilty
of their own brand of “McCarthyism”
of the left; tainting innocents in local
government for suspected (and wholly
unsubstantiated) affiliation with distant
American parties and individuals who
may or may not at all warrant vilification for their own acts.

How can such oppression stand?
Now that nationally recognized Constitutional legal representation by the
Thomas More Law Center, Ann Arbor, Michigan, has been engaged, the
answers will be forthcoming and more
clearly than ever before in the usually
mundane workings of Westchester local government. And now, thanks to
an embittered council majority’s boastful arrogance, the drama will be played
out before a national audience; for the
world to see.
Let our councilors pause; take a
knee; consider the consequences of automatic rejection of symbols credited to
perceived enemies. This is unseemly. It
reminds one of a medieval Passion Play
where elaborate dramas were staged,
employing traveling performers for the
purpose of vilifying and encouraging
popular resentment (or worse; physical

Continued on page 12

5 de
mayo
Battle of Puebla
A cultural festival and family event!

We will have mexican talent including: painters,
photographers, dancers, etc.
There will be food, arts & crafts for children,
Mexican artisans, and much more!

White Plains Library
White Plains, New York
may 5, 2013
1-4:30pm
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New Rochelle’s Assault on the First Amendment
Continued from page 11

violence) against perceived enemies of
an embattled, established church. This
seems paranoiac; it ill-serves the ideal
of a welcoming neighborliness and

the exalted principles of progressive
local government. It is unworthy of a
municipality with a rich Revolutionary
Era tradition; and even by today’s cynical standards, a quite proud history of
flourishing communities of all stripes;

religious, ethnic, racial and political.
To our liberal friends in the New
Rochelle government: unburden
yourselves of this plague of Tea-Partythemed night terrors for the sake of
your personal health and out of consideration for members of the community
with whom you may have heretofore

enjoyed little or no contact. Open your
minds and your hearts to their ways of
life and living and thinking.
Can the parties to this latest conflict of ideologies; veterans and politicians, meet in private and in quiet to
forge a compromise; establish an updated protocol for an ongoing relation-

ship of respect and neighborly concern.
And do so before things have gone
too far and our council is portrayed as
narrow-minded and unmindful of its
historic, and constitutional obligations.

I think Peter Muhlenberg set an
example for each of us to follow. I think
we all owe a duty to God, country and
one another to stand up and fight for
liberty, regardless of our station in life.
Like then, we find ourselves today
in the midst of a revolutionary war. Not
a war with guns, but a war of ideals. We
battle not against a foreign king, but a
man among us who thinks he’s king.
We struggle not against a tyrannical
foreign government, but a government
of our own making – a government
that tilts toward tyranny.
We desperately need revival in this
country – spiritual, cultural and political revival. It’s time for the next Great
Awakening.
To that end, I invite you to be
part of The Awakening 2013: Fighting for the Soul of America, in Orlando, Fla., at First Baptist Oviedo,
April 19-20. It is our intention to
begin the next Great Awakening.
While there, you will hear from
over 60 of our nation’s top religious and
policy leaders, including Rep. Michele
Bachmann, Lt. Gen. Jerry Boykin, Liberty Counsel’s Mat Staver, Jim Bob and
Michelle Duggar of the TV show “19
Kids and Counting,” Rev. Samuel Rodriguez and many more.
The early colonialists like Muhlenberg came together in meetings just
like The Awakening and looked to

God, not government, to guide public
affairs. These boldly committed leaders
understood that God has given us certain unalienable rights: life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness, and that any
government that transgresses against
what God gave us has disqualified itself
to lead. It has become tyrannical.
Today we face unprecedented
threats to our faith and freedom as the
government is forcing religious organizations and businesses to provide abortion drugs through the Obamacare
mandate. This is only the tip of the
iceberg. Our basic liberties and moral
foundations are under violent assault.
We have come to a critical crossroads.The future of America will be determined in our lifetime by our actions.
What we do now will echo throughout
history.
Like Muhlenberg, I ask, “Who
among you is with me?” We’re calling
for an army of citizen activists – peaceful warriors for Christ, ready to take
back America. The Awakening 2013
provides a powerful blend of spiritual,
patriotic and grass-roots training that
will have a lasting effect on your life
and on America. Take a stand for righteousness and justice and join the next
American Revolution.
John Adams, our second president,
once said, “Our Constitution was made
only for a moral and religious people. It

is wholly inadequate to the government
of any other.”
Indeed, in contrast with the
deeply held religious and moral values
embraced by our Founding Fathers –
men like Peter Muhlenberg – today’s
America is governed by an “immoral”
and “irreligious” chief executive. Barack
Obama is the King George of secularsocialism. He seeks to undermine – if
not altogether dismantle – the American exceptionalism that, hitherto, has
been fundamentally woven throughout
our national fabric. He aspires to the
lowest common denominator. He seeks
to uproot Ronald Reagan’s “shining city
on a hill” and relocate the “land of the
free and the home of the brave” to a
much lower altitude, alongside those
Euro-Marxist nations he so admires
and wistfully desires to emulate.
Yes, for everything there is a season.
Now is the season to fight.
To register or for more information, please visit TheAwakeningUSA.org or call Liberty Counsel at
800-671-1776.

behavior of banks during the “Great
Recession” -- misleading investment
advice (if not fraud); mortgage mishandling (followed by mass foreclosures, many in violation of regulation);
money laundering; the addition of
often undisclosed or hidden fees to
credit card, debit card, and checking
transactions - have caused a “turnoff ”
for many banking clients. The final
straw for many was the announcement
by the government of Cyprus that, as a
means of reducing its deficit, it planned
to tax customer bank balances, automatically taking the tax directly from
the accounts. Although Cyprus backed
down somewhat from its original plan,
just the possibility of such action by a
government, any government, sent

shockwaves though bank customers,
worldwide.
Finally, a number of people have
used banking for unconventional, if not
illegal, practices over the years. Beyond
the money laundering, mentioned
above, the banking system has been
used to pay for stolen goods as well as
pirated Internet material. Further, the
use of hidden accounts or anonymous
transactions, usually processed through
foreign banks, has traditionally been a
way to evade taxes. Improved US investigative techniques as well as treaties
with foreign governments have taken
a heavy toll on these illegal and quasilegal activities.
Enter Bitcoin! Founded in 2009,
Bitcoin (http://bitcoin.org/en/) is

an “open source” decentralized digital currency (http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Digital_currency) based on
a “peer-to-peer” (en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Peer-to-peer) network. Confused by the techno-gobblegook? Bitcoin is an online currency, accepted by
individuals and businesses around the
world that provides for anonymous,
non-taxable transactions – full explanation of Bitcoin and instructions for
its use may be found at its website -http://bitcoin.org/en/
As of March 29th, 2013, Bitcoin
had a “Monetary Base” (the amount
of local currency supporting it -- see
definition at http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Monetary_base) of $1 bilContinued on page 13

Stephen Mayo is a New Rochelle attorney
and manufacturer.

SPIRITUAL-POLITICAL AWAKENING

Fighting For The Soul of America
By MATT BARBER
I just had breakfast with
the Rev. John Peter
Gabriel Muhlenberg.
Well, not the real Peter Muhlenberg, but a
preacher friend of mine named Travis
Witt. Travis does a powerful impersonation of the Revolutionary War-time
pastor-patriot at churches and other
venues around the country.
Travis will be in his full Muhlenberg character at The Awakening
2013 on April 19-20 in Orlando, Fla.
The Awakening is a life-changing,
spiritual-political revival.
But more on that later.
At breakfast, Travis and I were discussing the man Muhlenberg and what
he stood for.
One early Sunday morning in
January 1776, Rev. Muhlenberg was
preaching what seemed his normal
weekly sermon. His Scripture for the
day focused on Ecclesiastics 3, which
observes, in part, “To everything there is
a season, a time for every purpose under
heaven.” Muhlenberg continued: “In
the language of the holy writ, there was
a time for all things, a time to preach
and a time to pray, but those times have
passed away.”

TECHNOLOGY

With his voice reaching a dramatic
crescendo and his congregation now
captivated, a fiery Pastor Muhlenberg
then declared: “There is a time to fight,
and that time has now come!” He then
tore away his clerical robes, revealing,
underneath, the crisply pressed uniform
of a Colonial Army officer.
His congregation gasped.
Pastor Muhlenberg then marched
to the rear of the church building,
turned and shook the walls, declaring, “Who among you is with me?”
That very day, 300 brave men from his
relatively small church stood with Peter
Muhlenberg to become the 8th Virginia Regiment.
Frederick Muhlenberg, the good
pastor’s brother, questioned, in a letter,
whether it was Peter’s place to fight. Peter wrote back with words as true today
as they were then. “I am a Clergyman,
it is true,” he wrote, “but I am a member of the Society as well as the poorest Layman, and my Liberty is as dear
to me as any man, shall I then sit still
and enjoy myself at Home when the
best Blood of the Continent is spilling?
… so far am I from thinking that I act
wrong, I am convinced it is my duty to
do so and duty I owe to God and my
country.”

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) is an attorney concentrating in
constitutional law. He serves as Vice
President of Liberty Counsel Action.
(This information is provided for identification purposes only.)

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

And The Beat Goes On…
By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
Where’s the Safest
Place To Keep Your
Money? Where’s The
Best Place To Find
Quality Academic Research (for free)? Is There Any Problem
That Computers Can’t Solve (and what
will either “Yes” or “No” answers mean)?
Interesting questions -- and questions that would have had different answers just a few years ago, if they were
even asked. Now, in the course of one
week, I’ve come across considerable information on each of these questions.

So -- where is the safest place to
keep your money? It used to be that the
safest place for your money was “under
your mattress” or in the ice chest in your
refrigerator. -- but the money gathered
no interest anyplace in your house nor
did it build you any relationship for
mortgages or loans -- so people turned
to banks. The confidence in banks was
shaken somewhat by bank failures during the “Great Depression” but the creation of Federal Deposit Insurance, by
in large, satisfied that concern.
Recently, however, the lack of
confidence has returned. The unsavory
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vulnerabilities. A very good explanation
of the working of Bitcoin’s processing
by the University of Waterloo’s Danielle Drainville, “An Analysis of the Bitcoin Electronic Cash System,” may be
found at file:///home/chronos/user/
Downloads/An%20Analysis%20
of%20the%20Bitcoin%20Electronic%20Cash%20(1).pdf. Timothy
Lee in a recent Forbes article, “Four
Reasons Bitcoin Is Worth Studying”
(http://www.forbes.com/sites/timothylee/2013/04/07/four-reasons-bitcoin-is-worth-studying/), examines
Bitcoin from the perspective of economists while Noam Cohen in “Bubble
or No, This Virtual Currency Is a Lot
of Coin in Any Realm” (http://www.
nytimes.com/2013/04/08/business/
media/bubble-or-no-virtual-bitcoins-show-real-worth.html) looks
at it in relation to its great appreciation
of assets.
Whether Bitcoin is the winner
in the race to become THE universal
digital currency -- and it is far ahead
at this moment --, its ascendancy has
forced the world to look at its defects
and possibilities and to understand that
we are on the way to a digital currency
with all its ramifications, known and
unknown (at this time).
Moving right along -- Where’s
The Best Place To Find Quality Academic Research (for free)? The answer
to this question changes on April 18,
2013 when the Digital Public Library
of America is launched. This project
will make the holdings of America’s research libraries, archives, and museums
available to all Americans at no charge.
In a well-written article in the April
25th issue of the New York Review of

Books, “The National Digital Public Is
Launched!” Professor Robert Darnton,
Harvard University Librarian, takes
the reader not only through the history of the design and development of
the library but roots it in the utopian
tendencies of Jefferson and Franklin
and the pragmatism of all the Founding Fathers. He, in fact, ends the essay
with the statement “It may be a small
step but it will be a pragmatic advance
into the world of knowledge, which
Jefferson, in a utopian vein, described as
‘the common property of mankind.’” I
disagree that it is a small step -- I think
that it is big, very big.
Darnton brings out well the pragmatism of the approach that grew out
of a Harvard conference in October
2010, less than three years ago. While
the approach specified in its mission
statement that the “DPLA” would be
“an open, distributed network of comprehensive online resources that would
draw on the nation’s living heritage
from libraries, universities, archives, and
museums in order to educate, inform,
and empower everyone in the current
and future generations.” might seem
utopian, careful inspection points to
a very practical approach -- link together existing digital collections into
a network that presents a common
interface to the researcher; it can then
be expanded incrementally. This approach differs from the grandiose plan
of Google to “digitize all the books in
the world,” an approach that got it embroiled in copyright law entanglements
and copyright suits and, finally, a court
decision that effectively killed the project after Google thought its settlement
agreement with litigants had solved the

M & Ms: Matilda and McAlary

hood, simultaneously simple and smart
and wonderfully telling. Chris Nightingale’s additional music and orchestrations make deft allowances for the
voices of children, of whom we get both
little and bigger ones. But there is also
full support for adult vocalism.
Rob Howell’s highly original and
apt scenery beggars description. It consists mainly of neutral-colored discs of
good size and cushion-like thickness,
bearing a letter of the alphabet and
sometimes lighting up to spell out a
word. They overhang at varying height
every bit of the stage, and change into
sundry suggestive configurations, often
interlocking in jigsaw fashion and supported by peripatetic bookcases. A few
other scenic elements include school
benches that rise from and sink into the
floor, others are chutes or quaint platContinued on page 14

And The Beat Goes On…
Continued from page 12

lion dollars, far more than any other
digital currency. This morning on
NPR’s “On The Media”, I heard an
interview with Reuters blogger Felix
Salmon (http://www.onthemedia.
org/2013/apr/05/bitcoin-bubble/)
in which he stated that had someone
exchanged $100.00 US for Bitcoin
currency before the first Slashdot article on Bitcoin (http://news.slashdot.org/story/11/03/23/0210207/
Google-Engineer-Releases-OpenSource-Bitcoin-Client), that investment would now be worth $1 million.
Pulitzer Prize winning economist Paul
Krugman explained how the value of
Bitcoin currency expands in his New
York Times blog on September 11,
2011 (http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.
com/2011/09/07/golden-cyberfetters/): “Bitcoin, rather than fixing the
value of the virtual currency in terms
of those green pieces of paper, fixes the
total quantity of cybercurrency instead,
and lets its dollar value float. In effect,
Bitcoin has created its own private gold
standard world, in which the money
supply is fixed rather than subject to
increase via the printing press.”
Salmon attributes what he calls
“The Bitcoin Bubble” to, first, the
Slashdot article, bringing it to the attention of the public, and, now, to the
fear of banks, due mainly to the Cyprus
scare.
There are, of course, many concerns about possible risks in using Bitcoin -- one only has to go to InfoWorld
(www.infoworld.com) and do a search
on Bitcoin to find articles on possible
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problem. As Darnton writes, “To some
of us, Google Book Search looked like
a new monopoly of access to knowledge. To the Southern Federal District
Court of New York, it was riddled with
so many unacceptable provisions that it
could not stand up in law.”
This is an important beginning as
we move with our mobile devices, Kindles, Nooks, iPads, and other-still-tocome technological innovations toward
total digital immersion into all aspects
of literature as well as research material.
Well, where will this “technological innovation” end? Will there be any
problems that computers can’t solve?
That is the question that Lance Fortnow, Chair of Computer Science at
the Georgia Institute of Technology
addresses in his new highly readable
“The Golden Ticket: P, NP, and the
Search for the Impossible” (Princeton
Press, 2013, ISBN 978-0691-15649-1;
$26.95) -- I mention “highly readable”
because the material at time seems so
arcane that it would scare people away
if not highly readable.
What do these letters mean? Fortnow explains then right up front in the
Preface:
“‘P’ refers to the problems we
can solve quickly using computers.
‘NP’ refers to the problems which we
would like to find the best solution.
If P = NP, then we can easily find the solution to every
problem we would like to solve.
If P = NP, then society as we know it
would change dramatically, with immediate, amazing advances in medicine, science, and entertainment and the
automation of nearly every human task.
If P NOT =NP, by contrast, then

there are some problems we cannot hope to solve quickly. That’s
not the end of the story, as we can
create techniques that help us attack these problems in many cases.
If P NOT = NP means that there is
no automated way to solve some of the
problems we want to solve. Still, knowing which tools don’t work can help us
figure out which ones do.”
Heady stuff, huh? Not to worry
-- Fortnow spends the rest of the book,
providing concrete examples of what
might happen if P=NP (such as massive unemployment), what will happen
if it does not, and we might get to a resolution of the question. He concludes
with a statement which I find very
perceptive, “As long as P verses NP remains a mystery we do not know what
we cannot do, and that’s liberating.”
How do these seemingly disjointed subjects hang together? Hopefully,
they spark the realization that we still
have a lot to learn and that technological innovation not only brings solutions
but raises new questions -- How will
we do business? How will we share
knowledge? What, if any, are our limitations?
It seems that it is the hunt, rather
than the capture, that is the real fun -so stay with it!
Creative Disruption is a continuing series
examining the impact of constantly accelerating technology on the world around
us. These changers normally happen under
our personal radar until we find that the
world as we knew it is no more.
Comments, experiences and questions can
be directed to johnmac13@gmail.com

THEATRE

By JOHN SIMON
Matilda the Musical is the rare show
that has something
for everyone. Adapted
from Roald Dahl’s
novel about a 5-year-old girl prodigy,
Matilda Wormwood, unloved by her
creepy, book-hating and TV-loving
parents, and unfazed by her school’s
tyrannical, child-hating headmistress,
Miss Trunchbull, a former hammerthrowing champion, she reads most
of the adult novels at the local library,
and tells imaginative stories to Mrs.
Phelps, the impressed librarian. She
gets sympathy also from Miss Honey,
a kindly schoolteacher. She pulls some

funny punitive stunts on Trunchbull,
and even develops avenging telekinesis,
finally saving herself and her suffering
fellow students by routing Trunchbull
and getting herself adopted by sweet
Miss Honey.
It is a contemporary fairy tale, with
wonders worthy of the Grimms and
Perault, , but also with one fabled foot
in modernity. It has exceptional appeal
for children older than their years, and
adults younger than theirs, but scarcely
any less for all others.
Dennis Kelly’s book takes liberties with Dahl’s novel, but each truly in
the spirit of the source. Tim Minchin’s
music and lyrics manage to be perfectly
wedded to the soul of precocious child-

Serving Classic
American Cuisine, Seafood
Selected Italian Specialties
11AM-2AM Daily
Bar • Restaurant
Catering On & Off Premises •

Mother’s Day
Sunday May 12th

Party Room available for:
Anniversaries, Baptisms, Birthdays,
Confirmations, Graduations,
Wedding Rehearsal Dinners

11 -13 HUGUENOT ST., NEW ROCHELLE • 914.278.9088
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M & Ms: Matilda and McAlary
Continued from page 13

forms or actual cushions, all allowing
for daredevil gymnastics.
Now add Howell’s costumes,
which artfully combine reality and
extravaganza. There is also Hugh Vanstone’s fantasy lighting that sometimes
looks like a fountain or shower of light,
and at one point darts green, horizontal
lightning into criss-crossing over our
heads from several directions.
Take next Peter Darling’s choreography, which sometimes epitomizes
how gifted schoolchildren would dance
in endearing playfulness, at other times
becomes quite advancedly acrobatic but
still this side of circus artistes, although,
eventually, there are also some of those,
bizarrely costumed and acting out
Matilda’s compensatory fantasies.

gaze. Both appeared at the curtain call,
confirming their different but equal
charm.
The flawless cast is too large for individual mention, but I must single out
Gabriel Ebert, who plays Mr. Wormwood, the crooked used-car dealer
father, with extraordinary aplomb and
wit. The young American seems to
have rubber bones, clownish doggedness, and an accent well-nigh more
British than the Brits’.
What ultimately makes Matilda,
under the savvy staging of Matthew
Warchus who also directed it in London, so gripping is that something
unexpected is almost always happening, and that whatever recurs is always
worth repeating. So, too, is my reiterating that this is a show that simply cannot stop enchanting.
“Lucky Guy,”by he late Nora Ephron, is the story of Mike McAlary, first

The cast of “Matilda The Musical,” including Bertie Carvel, standing center, during
the opening night performance in the Shubert Theatre on April 11, 2013.

moving in and out expeditiously.
Swift, too, is the animated direction of George C. Wolfe, and the
coming and going of headlines and
bylines in projections by BatwinRobin Productions. But the trimmings outperform revelations by a
country mile.
As for Hanks, with a thin mustache and somewhat thicker beer
belly, he projects charisma in abundance. There is something about his
facial openness and alacrity, his cajoling or subtly indignant voice, his entire insinuating bearing that induces
amusement and affection. Even if you
are not a foregone Hanks fan, you
may feel pleasantly affected. Otherwise, sitting through Lucky Guy may
not strike you as a stroke of particularly good luck.
Photos by Joan Marcus; courtesy
of Boneau/Bryan-Brown.
Shubert Theatre, 225 West 44th
Street, between Broadway and 8th
Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Telephone: (212) 239-6200.

John Simon has written for over 50
years on theatre, film, literature, music
and fine arts for the Hudson Review,
New Leader, New Criterion, National
Review, New York Magazine, Opera
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com
and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds
a PhD from Harvard University in
Comparative Literature and has taught
at MIT, Harvard University, Bard
College and Marymount Manhattan
College.

The cast of “Matilda The Musical,” on opening night.

The cast of “Matilda The Musical,” including Bertie Carvel, right, and Lauren Ward,
left.
And then there is the enchanting
cast, with everyone, even the tiniest tots,
staunchly hanging on to the British
accents, with only two members being actual Brits. One of these is Bertie
Carvel in drag as Miss Trunchbull. He
slyly does not do a standard Dickensian
villain, but rather a stylized weirdo, not
cutting an obviously vicious figure but
assuming a grotesque posture, chilling
expression, twitchy fingers, and robotic
voice to create someone equally funny
as scary.
On the evening I attended, two of
the four actresses alternating as Matilda
performed. Brunette Bailey Ryon had a
very earthy, hardbitten quality, but hurt
her knee, and was replaced after intermission by Milly Shapiro, with a blond
mane and a kind of dreamily faraway

a skilful reporter and later a respected
columnist, who died of cancer at age
41, but accomplished a lot before that.
The show takes place in various newsrooms (McAlary worked for three papers), and revels in the carryings on of
assorted press figures under their reallife names, as they smoke, drink, spout
expletives, fraternize and compete with
one another, all to prodigious excess.
Nora Ephron was of course,
among many other things, a noted
journalist, married serially to a couple
of equally distinguished ones. She also
interviewed McAlary, and now has the
benefit of her protagonist’s portrayal by
a friend of hers, the charimatic movie
star Tom Hanks.
But the play is more interested in

evoking the rowdy atmosphere of
several newsrooms and shenanigans
of colorful characters, as well as a
sketchy account of quite a few cases
that McAlary covered, one of them
even, through being misled by the
police, erroneously. All this would fit
more conveniently into a book, where
writer and reader could linger over
episodes, given in greater detail than
a stage show allows.
Consequently the lives of Mike
and his wife Alice (Maura Tierney)
do not get examined in depth, and
their children even less so. Supporting characters tend to make barely
more than cameo roles, one female
editor uttering nothing but obscenities—alas, to the delight of the audience. Among the numerous adroit
performers, let me single out Christopher McDonald and Courtney B.
Vance. Praise also to the simple but
evocative set design by David Rockwell, with desks and cubby holes

To learn more, visit the JohnSimonUncensored.com website.

The cast of “Matilda The Musical.”
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CURRENT COMMENTARY

Vegetarians In A Steakhouse
By LARRY M. ELKIN
I am sure there are honest people serving in the
New York Legislature,
just as I’m sure there are
vegetarians who work
in steakhouses. The
question is why they would want to be
there.
New York lawmakers were arrested in two separate cases last week on
charges of bribery and corruption. Even
before these latest cases are proven (or
not) in court, they are more grist for the
Albany mill, reinforcing our sad awareness of how things get done in Empire
State government.
In the first case, Malcolm A. Smith,
a state senator from Queens, and five
other officials were arrested last Tuesday
as the result of a sting operation involving the New York City mayoral race.
Federal authorities allege that Smith, a
Democrat, traded road improvements
in Rockland County for a place on the
Republican primary ballot.
Daniel J. Halloran, a city councilman charged along with Smith, was
reportedly recorded saying, “Money
is what greases the wheels – good, bad

or indifferent.” Halloran is accused of
accepting $7,500 in cash at the same
meeting.
You might be wondering why a
Democratic lawmaker even wanted a
spot on the Republican mayoral ballot line. We will return to the question
shortly; for now let’s just observe that
ballot access, or lack thereof, is at the root
of many of New York’s problems.
The second, unrelated corruption
case that surfaced last week focused
on an assemblyman accused of taking
bribes in exchange for helping four businessmen who operate adult day centers
in the Bronx. Eric A. Stevenson was
arrested Thursday, charged with bribery
and introducing legislation designed
to prevent the developers’ competition
from building new centers for three
years. Federal prosecutors built their
case, in part, using evidence gathered by
recordings from two cooperating witnesses.
The New York Times reported that
one of them, Assemblyman Nelson L.
Castro, agreed to work with investigators
in order to secure leniency in his own
state perjury charges. Castro’s alleged
perjury occurred before he entered the

Legislature. He resigned his seat shortly
after Stevenson’s arrest was announced,
having been allowed to hold it for more
than a year while he reportedly wore a
wire for investigators.
Preet Bharara, the United States
attorney in Manhattan, said at a news
conference about in the Stevenson case,
“It becomes more and more difficult to
avoid the sad conclusion that political
corruption in New York is indeed rampant and that a show-me-the-money
culture in Albany is alive and well.”
There are plenty of ways for honest
people to make a good living in New
York. Few of them involve getting into
politics.
Political corruption in New York is
not just endemic. It’s systemic. In New
York, party bosses dictate how legislators
vote on important matters in Albany
and who can get on the ballot at the local level to run in the first place. In nearly
the entire state, political districts are so
gerrymandered that results on Election
Day are almost meaningless. It is the
party primaries, controlled by insiders
and dominated by machine loyalists,
that really count.
Smith, the Democratic state senator from Queens,happens to be AfricanAmerican. He would have had almost
no shot at winning his own party’s may-

oral nomination in a crowded field that
includes the City Council president and
several other prominent local officials.
But if he could get on the ballot as a Republican, he might have a chance to win
the mayoral race if he could get a united
black turnout against, ideally, a fractured
non-black field, as might happen if
Democrats and third parties nominated
different candidates.
New York’s system is so entrenched
that state attorneys general, who usually
aspire to become governor one day, see
no advantage in challenging the status quo. Instead, the current Attorney
General, Eric Schneiderman, scours the
country for bankers to put in jail, while
prosecuting the corrupt legislators who
work a stone’s throw from his office falls
to federal prosecutors in Manhattan. His
predecessors Andrew Cuomo and Eliot
Spitzer were no different.
Unlike voters in many other states,
New Yorkers cannot pass laws or amend
their state constitution directly through
ballot initiatives. Everything must pass
through the Albany chokepoint. Favors
dispensed there trickle through massively convoluted county and municipal
bureaucracies, where regulatory stumbling blocks abound and any progress
relies on some public official’s discretion.
It is a recipe for graft.

Yet, curiously, New Yorkers generally seem to tolerate, and in some
cases even embrace, this state of affairs.
Many of them seem to see government
as a reasonably effective mechanism
for redistributing money from a small
number of people who have it to a large
number of people who want it. If some
of that money leaks into politicians’
pockets along the way, New York voters
evidently don’t care.
Is there altruism to be found in the
halls of the ornate New York State Capitol in Albany? I have to assume there
is. But it seems as misplaced and naive
as that of the animal rights activist who
thinks he can accomplish his goals in the
slaughterhouse or on the grill.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has
provided personal financial and tax counseling to a sophisticated client base since
1986. After six years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager for
personal financial planning and family
wealth planning, he founded his own firm
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992.
That firm grew steadily and became the
Palisades Hudson organization, which
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm
expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005
and to Atlanta in 2008.
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Sights and Sounds of the Season
By Mayor MARY C. MARVIN

Finally, Spring has
arrived in the Village
and with it the return of many familiar
sights and sounds of
the season – bicycles, strollers, tennis
balls, happy dogs, lawn mowers, leaf
blowers and outdoor dining to name
just a few.
To make all Spring activities
healthy and successful, please just
take a moment to review and in
some cases rethink normal seasonal
decisions.
As example, think about caring
for your lawn this year organically
and avoid using pesticides that drain
directly into our storm sewer system
polluting all of the Village run-off.
Run-off carries with it whatever can

be dislodged from our properties including salt, soil, leaves, pesticides,
fertilizer and oil and gas. Check
that gutters and sump pumps drain
onto soil and not paved surfaces or
into a storm sewer and calibrate
sprinklers so as not to water sidewalks and driveways.
If you choose not to use grass
clippings for mulching or composting, bag them for disposal this
season. The Village Department
of Public Works can remove bags
much more frequently, preventing
the pungent smells emanating from
the decomposing piles, keeping
these piles from clogging sewers and
impeding drainage after rainstorms.
Gas powered blowers may only
be used to remove lawn debris until
June 1st and then again after September 30th.

If making seasonal renovation or landscaping improvements,
consider using porous surfaces such
as brick or gravel in lieu of asphalt
and design landscaping to facilitate
water retention and soil infiltration.
As a reminder, if any of the renovation work requires a Village permit,
it may only be undertaken between
8AM and 6PM on weekdays.
The proper maintenance of
sidewalks, both private and public,
is the first step to making the Village even more pedestrian friendly.
Homeowners are responsible for
the maintenance, repair and replacement of the sidewalks adjacent to
their home. If in disrepair, the Public Works Department will issue a
“duty to repair” notice. The Village,
in turn, is responsible for the maintenance of all curbing.
Should a pedestrian leave the
sidewalk and enter a designated

Continued on page 16

THE WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY
FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM PRESENTS

“THE ISRAELI SONG,
JAZZ, AND THEIR FUSION”
WITH ISRAELI-MUSICIANS EYAL HAI AND DANIEL
MERON PERFORMING and DISCUSSING
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2:30 PM
AT THE COMMUNITY UNITARIAN CHURCH 468 Rosedale Ave. WP

What is an Israeli song?
Why was the “Beatles” concert in Israel
canceled in 1965?
How did Yemenite music inspire Israeli
composers?
No charge for admission but donations are welcome
For more information e mail Dmitry Turovsky-info@wchj.org
Visit website wchj.org
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crosswalk, New York State Law requires not only the car in the adjacent
lane to stop, but also the cars traveling in the opposite direction. As
illustration, at the intersection near
Botticelli Bridal Shop and Houlihan
Lawrence, the law requires all four
lanes to stop when an individual first
steps in the crosswalk.
When walking with a dog, please
pick up after your pet. Pet waste not
only damages plants and lawns but
has become a major contaminant
to our water systems. Waste placed
in plastic bags and then dropped in
storm sewers causes the growth of
very dangerous bacteria.
If choosing to drive, and especially when waiting for students or
train goers, please remember that
Westchester County enacted an
anti-idling law. School buses and
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delivery trucks as well as passenger
cars that idle more than three minutes can be issued violation tickets
up to $500. The goal of the law is
to reduce CO2 emissions because for
every two minutes a car idles, it uses
the same amount of fuel to drive a
mile.
The nice weather also signals
the opening of two wonderful Village institutions, our Village tennis courts and the now all green
Farmer’s Market celebrating its 12th
anniversary.
The Village offers permits for
spring/summer use of our tennis facilities as well as lessons for all ages.
Stop by Village Hall or call Susan
Laughlin at 337-6500 ext. 112 to
sign up.
Our very successful Farmer’s
Market, located on Stone Place at
Paxton Avenue, will open on May

11th and operate ever Saturday until November 23rd during the hours
of 8:30AM and 1PM rain or shine.
There will be two organic farmers
and 30 vendors. Everything at the
market must have ingredients grown
or processed locally – either in NY/
NJ or the Hudson Valley.
Spring in the Village also brings
more events and entertaining and
with that an uptick in trash. Approximately $180,000 of your tax
dollars were spent collecting trash
last year. The more we recycle, the
less we spend because in lieu of paying a “tipping fee” to landfills and
burn facilities for non-recycled garbage, we actually receive money on
the sale of our recyclables.
As a refresher, the following
items may now be recycled in Westchester County in addition to the
obvious ones – cereal boxes, phone
books, pizza cartons, corrugated
cardboards, glossy magazines and

inserts, aluminum foil and trays, egg
cartons and detergent bottles including all caps and lids.
The following items as yet cannot be recycled and must be placed
in regular garbage – coat hangers,
plastic and Styrofoam packing materials, milk cartons, books, paint
and oil cans, light bulbs, mirrors and
kitchen cookware.
And finally, when you are out
walking through the Village, step
in to one of our wonderful stores
and restaurants. Simply put, our
merchants need your patronage.
Not only will you be supporting
the people who support the Village
through their constant generosity,
you are helping yourself and our Village long term. Keeping purchases
local keeps money local, contributes
to our sales tax revenue, saves on fuel
and ancillary transportation costs,
encourages a walking environment,
fosters a human connection between

merchant and customers, reduces local taxes, and increases property values. For every $100 spent in one of
our locally owned independent businesses, $68 eventually returns to our
community. The same amount spent
at an out of town mall or chain store
returns $48 “home” and if spent on
the Internet, nothing comes back to
our Village. As quoted in a recent
New York Times article, “if a village
loses a store out of indifference or to
save a buck or two, we have lost a lot
more than we have saved.”
The Trustees and I believe that
adherence to the suggestions in this
article need not be done by legislation, rather by a collective desire to
keep our Village the special place it
is.

kid a sense of hope and aspiration
for a bright future. “Romper Room”
has been gone for nearly 45 years,
but the concept of the magic mirror
lives on… in the hopes, dreams and
delusions of our elected officials.
While appearing on the BlogTalk Radio show “Westchester on
the Level” last week, weekly co-host
Richard Narog reminded me about
the magic mirror. As we chatted about what happens to 100%
of elected officials, no matter how
great their office is or how small, it
dawned on Richard, host Hezi Aris,
and I, that no one escapes the magic
mirror syndrome and that they ALL
need to be exposed for what they’ve
become. Of course the inaugural
personality that is to be spotlighted
will be the Westchester County District Attorney Janet DiFiore.
Once upon a time Janet DiFiore
was the fairest and most sought after family court judge. Whether it

was a custody case, a support case
or a parent dealing with a mentally
ill child, Judge DiFiore was the one
you wanted to hear your case. Even
though she was a registered Republican all those years ago, Janet Difiore was the judge that you could
count on to be empathetic and fair
to those who appeared before her
courtroom. I can only say that she
was measured and thoughtful during
those early years on the bench, but as
is so usual, something happened to
her along the way.
As Jeanine Pirro departed the
office of Westchester County District Attorney, Janet DiFiore offered
all of us what we were looking for
after Pirro’s final complex months
in office. There was at that time, no
sense that the county’s top law enforcer was interested in protecting
anyone other than her own interests
and those of her then husband, Al
Pirro. Janet, who had previously
worked for Jeanine Pirro until being elected to the bench, worked
in the DA’s narcotics bureau. She
knew crime; she knew criminals,
and we were hopeful she would restore integrity and promise to the
DA’s office. Instead we got a series
of important cases that were never
properly investigated or perhaps

even worse, covered up. We’ve got
Mt. Vernon Detective Christopher
Ridley, shot and killed when he was
out of uniform by the Westchester
County Police who guard the county
office building. The four officers involved in this young cop’s death were
found by the DA’s office to be justified in their use of deadly force.
You have Danroy Henry, the
20-year-old Pace University student
shot by former Pleasantville Police
Officer Aaron Hess in 2010. The
Grand Jury cleared all officers involved but new depositions in the
upcoming civil trial are revealing
that Hess wasn’t accidentally hit by
that kid’s car; he lunged onto the
hood and fired at point blank range.
He didn’t break his leg when the
Henry kid hit him; he was shot in
the leg by another cop who thought
Hess was the aggressor.
Kenneth Chamberlain, Sr., an
old man with some mental health
issues, was shot by members of the
White Plains Police Department
after he allegedly lunged at them
with a Bowie knife. He wanted to
be left alone after his life alert monitor went off by mistake. Since when
does a welfare check end with and
old man being called a “nigger” be-

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you
have a suggestion or comment, consider
directing your perspective by directing
email to mayor@vobny.com.
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The Magic Mirror
By NANCY KING

This is a first in a series
that will highlight the
magical changes that
every elected official
goes through as they
pass through the portal of transparent government to that of greed and
corruption. While this series will of
no doubt carry us through the next
52 weeks of the year, it is believed
that we the voters, taxpayers, union
dues paying members and the rest of
the vox populi are owed an explanation as to why every single person
in an elected capacity goes wrong
after starting out with integrity and
a dream for doing right for others.
Whether you are a county executive,
a mayor or a dog catcher, it is time
for you to be exposed for what you

are or aren’t. Don’t worry… it won’t
always be pretty, but you can bet
these series will be truthful; and you
can be sure that this is The Westchester
Guardian’s version of giving you a
wake-up call that will hopefully put
all of you collectively back on the
righteous path of public service.
Those of us over the age of 50
will remember when we were first
introduced to the magic mirror. It
was a prop on the 50’s and 60’s
television show “Romper Room”.
When you looked into the magic
mirror, you were able to see yourself as somebody who was awesome,
wondrous and deserving of love and
respect. Sadly though, the magic
mirror was only but a figment of an
early television producer’s imagination. It was created to give a little

Before speaking to the police... call

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions.

T. 914.948.0044
F. 914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601
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The Magic Mirror
Continued from page 16
fore he was shot to death. Again the
case went to the Grand Jury and sure
enough, it found the police were justified in this man’s death as well.
And of course it would be remiss if the never ending Adam

Bradley domestic violence case
wasn’t mentioned. He’s about to be
re-tried for scuffling with his wife
as his marriage was coming to an
end. If the Appellate Court found
he received an improper trial with a
judge who may be charged with judicial misconduct, then why are we
the taxpayers footing the bill for yet

another trial?
The magic mirror probably has
the answer to those questions… In
this case, it probably had to do with
DiFiore needing the endorsements
and campaign funds from all those
police unions for the benefit of the
county’s top law enforcer. With
Election Day always in sight for an

elected official, it is always about the
money and the endorsements. Last
election cycle, many of those same
police unions endorsed Republican
candidate Dan Schorr and that isn’t
about to happen again if a Republican chooses to make a run for District Attorney this time. The magic
mirror more than likely advised

Ms. DiFiore to protect those union
members in return for them supporting her. Whether she runs again
or is elevated to a more permanent
position in Albany, the magic mirror
is sure to go along.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative
reporter; a resident of White Plains,
New York.

Astorino and Feiner Administrations Make Strange Bedfellows
By NANCY KING
It has been nearly
two weeks since I’ve
moved back to Greenburgh and a little over
a week since Ferncliff
Manor received notification that
their application to tear down the
buildings and relocate their school
to the former WestHelp site was
rejected; and in that short period of
time, I’ve developed a headache that
just won’t go away.
For months we’ve seen the
county and the Town of Greenburgh
put their spin on why Ferncliff

Manor, a school that serves the most
disabled of our population, be permitted to move into the abandoned
WestHelp property on the outer
perimeter of the campus of Westchester Community College. With
letters from the County Executive’s
team and coupled with more letters from some county legislators, it
seemed that our county government
had suddenly developed a soft spot
for our neediest and most vulnerable
of residents. However, all of these
blog posts and pressers just didn’t
pass the smell test. What is suspected, is that Ferncliff Manor, and
their residents would be much bet-

ter neighbors for the residents who
live in the Mayfair Acres corner of
town including two of this Administration’s members; Senior Advisor
and Communications Director Ned
McCormack and County Legislator
Michael Smith.
For those who may need a memory refresher, at the time that WestHelp was plopped down right next
door to Mayfair Acres, Ned McCormack was their civic association
president and Michael Smith was a
school board member. And yes, it
is pretty much common knowledge
that McCormack who is now Astorino’s senior advisor, brokered that

deal to receive $6.5 million in illegal
payments from the Town of Greenburgh and then, as a school board
member, Michael Smith made sure
that money got spent even though
no school age children ever actually
made it to the shelter… it was mostly young single mothers with infants
who resided there. So when found
money falls on your lap, the only
thing to do with it is to spend it; and
spend they did; on themselves.
The question remains is why
WestHelp was allowed to remain
vacant for the last 18 months and
why didn’t the Town of Greenburgh maintain the property that

they agreed to maintain. It makes
one wonder if the property was left
vacant by a Democratic Town Supervisor Paul Feiner at the request
of Republican County Executive
Rob Astorino’s administration in exchange for Mayfair votes this Election Day. Is it really that important
for the Mayfair Acres neighborhood
to keep those who need affordable
housing out of their neighborhood?
Probably so. Pesky poor people of
color will never be as good neighbors
as a group of severely disabled kids.
In the meantime County Executive Astorino has asked the state

Continued on page 18
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Astorino and Feiner Administrations Make Strange Bedfellows
Continued from page 17

to reconsider Ferncliff ’s proposal
and has also asked the Town of
Greenburgh not to rush any proposals for affordable housing that
WestHelp was always intended to
be. In what seems like a rush to
fence stolen goods, on Tuesday April
8, 2013, Paul Feiner and members

NEW YORK

of the Town Board did receive proposals for affordable housing for the
languishing property. While none
of the proposals are going to make
the town flush with money with the
terms of their rental agreements, one
company, Harborview Properties is
getting a second look by the board
because it is owned by a high school

friend of Feiner’s. …Sigh…. It’s the
friends and family networking form
of government which may ultimately decide who renovates these units
and puts tenants in them.
Will it ultimately be workforce
housing, a senior citizen housing
community or a mix of tenants. You
can bet the Greenburgh Housing

Authority would like to get the answer to that question; considering
there are at least 250 on a waiting
list for housing in the town. And
what about the kids from Ferncliff? Where will they go? Did
Nick Spano’s lobbying pal and their
spokesperson James Cavanaugh kill
their deal? It is probably a safe bet
to say that this sort of name recognition didn’t help the application along
with the state. County Legislator

Cathy Borgia (D) has promised to
step in and help the school begin
their search again. In the meantime,
get out the popcorn, this is just the
tip of the iceberg in what will prove
to be one of the most convoluted
election cycles that Westchester has
ever seen.

elected officials and party leaders joined
in the plot, and no one reported it until
the US Attorney found a participant
in another scheme who was willing to
bargain for leniency.
Only days later, before we were
able to free ourselves from the clutches
of the jaws of the bi-partisan debacle
gnawing on the public trust, another
scandal broke at the week’s end sending
US Attorney Preet Bharara once again
to the lectern to denounce the culture
in Albany.
This time, a Bronx Assemblyman,
Eric A. Stevenson, was caught on video
taking bribes by contractors for the
right to develop adult day care centers
and, in a particularly impertinent move,
offering to draft legislation to keep all
competitors from developing similar
centers in the borough for three years.
He was snagged by a fellow Assemblyman, Nelson L. Castro, who, it turns
out, was cooperating with the Feds for
nearly his entire career.
What to do? First, participants in
such schemes should be permanently
excluded from the political process.
Next, their pensions should be forfeited, because they did not provide honest
service while they rolled up the benefits.
Third, those convicted of such crimes
should be exhibited in a public zoo, au
naturel, in the company of beasts who

will not do them physical harm. Their
likenesses should be published on the
Internet.
They should be forced to forfeit
their assets, including their sheep and
cattle. They should be required to do
community services until they are too
old to work. They should be placed
in the stocks or the pillory, in a public
place, for a period of time proportionate to the seriousness of their crime.
Their attorneys should share in these
punishments, as they would collect the
fees for the successful defense of these
criminals. They should be forbidden
from seeking or holding public office
or transacting any business with the
government.
Some of these devices are being
proposed by Governor Cuomo. He
needs to apply pressure to the legislature to limit the opportunities for any
public official to exploit the system in
order to enrich themselves.
Public corruption is cancer eating
at the corpus of the state. It corrodes the
legitimacy of government and tears at
the moral fabric of a society. For a public servant, bribery and extortion are
forms of treason and should be treated
accordingly.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative reporter; a resident of Greenburgh,
New York.
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The Audacity of Dopes

Six Sought GOP Ballot Line By Bribes to County Leaders
By HENRY J. STERN
The frustrated plot to seize
political power is a staple
of both history and fiction.
From Guy Fawkes’s gunpowder plot in London in
1605 through the party switches and
seizure of power in the New York State
Senate in 2009, politicians have sought
to improve the outcomes of elections
through various means.
Just when we thought it was safe
to go back in the waters of full contact politics, two new scandals have
emerged, one based on an audacious
plot to steal the mayoralty in 2013.
The plotters, six highly placed public and party officials, are alleged to have
entered into a conspiracy to grant one
of their number permission to enter the
Republican primary in September. If
he won then and in the November
general election, City Hall would be in
the hands of a band of lowlifes, a situation that reached its depth during the
reign of Boss Tweed in 1870.
This year’s situation has comic
overtones; the plotters were unable to
detect surveillance technology, even after taking measures to ensure it wasn’t
being used. The use of undercover informants and recording technology
gives a certain advantage to the authorities. The press has been amused by
the bizarre scheme, which, they point
out, would have been highly unlikely to
implement.
The question that occurs to us is:
What were these clowns doing in public office in the first place? How could
they have believed that their scheme,
which involved multiple crimes of bribery by different officials, would possibly
have succeeded at capturing the mayoralty?
By anyone’s account, Democratic
State Senator Malcolm A. Smith had

practically zero chance of winning a
Republican mayoral primary. He started scheming to place himself on their
ballot months ago, when there was already a crowded Democratic field and
the Republicans seemed desperate to
show they had any viable contenders.
When it became clear that the
Republican Party, after an aggressive
courtship, would be unable to convince
Police Commissioner Raymond W.
Kelly to run, it seemed plausible that
Democratic contenders would seek to
distinguish themselves from their better known rivals by appealing to conservative voters on the Republican side.
Another prospective Republican
candidate, Tom Allon, did just that, going about it the legal way by changing
his party affiliation before the deadline
and thereby avoiding the necessity of
obtaining a Wilson-Pakula permission
slip.
Smith’s plot focused on the general
election, where a minority candidate
running on the Republican line would
probably have implied advantages
given the demographic make-up and
recent electoral history of our city. But
it completely underestimated the difficulty of an Albany Democrat winning
the Republican primary.
The GOP field has filled out considerably since all hopes were on Ray
Kelly, a highly respected public servant
who never wanted to run. Joseph J.
Lhota, an able contender, has the Giuliani network to tap into, and is raising funds at a faster pace than his rivals
regardless of party. John Catsimatidis
is a self-funded billionaire and George
T. McDonald is an entrepreneur who
worked with the homeless. Senator
Smith’s chances of defeating those contenders are nonexistent.
The method in which these conspirators went about their dubious
schemes reminds us of a cheap crime

novel. Meeting in restaurants, hotels
and parked cars, the conniving cohorts
sketched out their far-fetched, shady
plot while passing an envelope stuffed
with cash which they would use to
lubricate their shoddily constructed
mechanism meant to subvert legal
oversight.
As Councilman Dan Halloran put
it, on tape, “Money is what greases the
wheels – good, bad or indifferent.”
Quotes from the official complaint, transcribed from recorded surveillance, display brazen disregard for
legal constraints and outsized egos with
delusions of grandeur. While considering the possibility that the GOP leaders might demand additional money
to secure their signatures on the coveted Wilson-Pakula permission form,
Smith replied, on tape:
“I’d say, if I even give you a nickel
more, you’d have to stand on the Empire State Building, and drop every person you endorsed, and hold Malcolm
up and say he’s the best thing since
sliced bread. Matter of fact, he’s better
than sliced bread.”
To us the visual image of their plot
is Queens County Republican ViceChairman Vincent Tabone patting
down an undercover FBI agent to look
for a recording device, and then failing to find it. But the fact is that other

Henry J. Stern is the founder and president
of New York Civic.

A CUP OF JOE REPORT

Saturday, April 6, 2013
By Senator GEORGE
LATIMER
Two dozens residents of
Rye and environs spent
roughly two hours together over coffee and
conversation in the back area at Ruby’s
Oyster Bar and Bistro on Purchase
Street in Rye - the latest round of the
“cup of Joe” series with Judy, Steve and
George - County Legislator Judy My-

ers, State Assemblyman Steve Otis and
State Senator George Latimer. The
topics ranged from the future of Playland, and the latest twists and turns in
Westchester County’s saga over a federal housing mandate, to the State’s recent passage of gun control legislation.
Along the winding conversation path
were questions about the STAR program and Metro North clean up of the
Rye RR station and area, among other
matters.

Irwin Lefkowitz and John Parkinson raised the issue of Playland: both
the status of the Sustainable Playland
proposal, and the prospects for opening
on schedule. Legislator Myers indicated that the County Administration
is stating that the Park will open on
May 11, but the reconstruction process
for the area damaged by Hurricane
Sandy does not appear to be on schedule. The Ice Casino seems to be likely
to miss the target date; conflict exists
between the Board of Legislators and

Continued on page 19
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Continued from page 18

the County Executive on the sharing of
the precise information of the progress
made. Regarding the SPI alternative,
the contract is before the BOL; some
legislators have opposed the proposal,
but no firm decision has yet been made,
pro- or con.
The debate over gun control
and the interpretation of the Second
Amendment took center stage as the
most compelling State issue; resident
Henry King shared his unhappiness
with the legislation passed in January, at

the urging of Governor Cuomo. Both
Assemblyman Otis and Senator Latimer indicated their belief that the bill
passed was not a step toward confiscation of firearms or needlessly restricting
individual rights to bear arms; both
supported the principle of the Second
Amendment, but noted that like all
rights, there were reasonable restrictions warranted...in this case, limiting
for the future weapons that can cause
multiple deaths in a very short timeframe. The healthy exchange of views
did not achieve agreement between the
viewpoints, but did allow both sides to
air their opinions.

Sis D’Angelo repeated her request
that Metro North pay serious clean-up
attention to Purchase Street under the
train bridge, and elsewhere at the Rye
RR station - follow up by both State
legislators to follow. Bill Lawyer asked
- and got - an update on the STAR
program changes, most importantly, reregistration of all STAR beneficiaries,
to root out any fraud or illegal deductions, which was passed in the recent
State budget. Joe Murphy raised the
issue of teacher evaluations, the new
“APPR” performance review provisions
and the cost of implementing the mandate. Bob Hiden, a new resident at The

Osborn, engaged on the latest round
in the battle between HUD and the
County Administration over the housing settlement, which Myers addressed
from her legislative vantage point; the
main disagreement exists between the
Executive Branch in the County and
the Federal government.
Rye City Council members Catherine Parker, Joe Sack and Julie Killian
attended as well, and participated in the
give-and-take on issues affecting the
City as well as the County or State.
Latimer and Myers began their
joint coffee program 8 years ago, and
Otis joined them in December after

his election to the Assembly. The trio
marched down to Mamaroneck, where
another 25 residents awaited for the afternoon session at The Nautilus Diner.
Otis and Latimer conducted a session
in Port Chester two weeks ago, and
they will be planning a future New Rochelle rendezvous as well.
A return to Ruby’s is expected in
early July, once the State legislative session is complete. All three legislators
can be reached by phone at: 995-2802
(Legislator Myers); 777-3832 (Assemblyman Otis); 934-5250 (Senator
Latimer).
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Somers Working Session Discussion Over NYS’ Complete Streets Policy, Project Hope and Lincoln Hall
By RICH MONETTI
The Somers Town
Board held a working
session on Thursday,
April 4, 2013, before a
small gathering of residents. Herb Oringel, chairman of the
Somers Energy and Environmental
Committee, kicked off the proceedings
to discuss New York State’s Complete
Streets policy and the process of obtaining funds for the community.
“The plan is done and it’s been approved by the governor,” said Oringel.
Tied to overall sustainability and
the idea that street access has to be
safely extended to pedestrians, cyclists,
and transit users, communities can select from a roster of 218 projects where
$9 million is available to seven counties
over 300 municipalities in the Hudson
Valley. “No, it’s not a lot of money,” admitted Oringel.
It obviously then becomes a process of being selective and smart in
the way proposals are made. “We have
to have a strong dialogue in the community, know what we want to do and
make a specific business plan,” said Oringel.
That said, Oringel highlighted the
importance of getting the community
on board and in the process of thinking with a safe and sustainable mind
set. “We have to charge people up and
hopefully create a buzz,” said Oringel.
He pointed to events of this week
to make the case. “There were a couple
of significant county car accidents that
would have been easily prevented with
the type of complete street projects that
are available,” reasoned Oringel.
In summation, Oringel suggested
partnering with the private sector and

Supervisor Mary Beth Murphy at head of table with Somers Town Board. Herb Oringel, chairman of the Somers Energy and
and Environmental Committee.
Environmental Committee.
collaborating across adjoining municipalities to get a leg up over other proposals.
The meeting then moved on to
Hurricane Sandy and how people in
Somers might have been affected.Thus,
the board welcomed David Bresser of
Project Hope.
Set up in the aftermath of Hurricane Irene through FEMA, the initiative has continued as Sandy has also left
many with financial hardship, property
and business losses, and in need of crisis
counseling. “Our program was created
so people could connect and get back
on their feet,” said Bresser.
In turn, Mr. Bresser hoped to establish ties by reaching out on an individual basis. “We’d like to get out there
and start knocking on people’s doors,”
said Bresser.
But Town Supervisor Mary Beth
Murphy was direct in stating that outreach such as that would require back-

ground checks and going through the
necessary procedures imposed by the
town.
That said, Mr. Bresser hoped the
organizations 501.3 c standing might
pre-empt Project Hope from the prerequisites. Regardless, the board informed him it was not possible without
the necessary permits.
Mr. Bresser was certainly sympathetic and agreeable to the sentiment.
At the same time, the town board still
welcomed a partnership and suggested
that reaching out through the Somers
Chamber of Commerce would work
far better than knocking on people’s
doors.
Mr. Bresser agreed and left brochures for the board and community
behind and highlighted how Project
Hope also serves as a focal referral point
between a number of different public
and private organizations.
Closing the issue, the working

session turned to the ongoing hot button situation at Lincoln Hall. Long a
rehabilitation center for juvenile delinquents, the question of town security
has distinctly re-emerged as a former
occupant of Lincoln Hall recently came
up for parole after 30 years in prison.
In 1980, while incarcerated at Lincoln Hall for a series of petty thefts,

Terry Losicco made his way off the
minimally secure facility and raped and
murdered 67-year-old Eleanor Prouty.
Denied parole in concert with efforts
from the Prouty family, the local attention couldn’t help but raise the community’s concern over security today
– even as the numbers have decreased
and the demographic has changed.
Going back a decade, said Supervisor Murphy, “there were about 200
kids on campus. Now there are 80 –
with 60% being undocumented children.” Nonetheless, before the working
session was a proposal to create a community task force to keep the public
abreast of any changes in the situation
and allow the community to raise concerns to the town.
Likely to be approved at the next
town board meeting, Supervisor Murphy stated that any interested resident
who would like to serve should contact
the town.
With that, the working session
came to a close.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.
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Another Perp Walk in Albany?
By CARLOS GONZALEZ
The FBI is on a “fasttrack” of questioning people associated
with NYS State Sen.
Adriano Espaillat (DWashington Heights/Bronx) and his
funding of community groups in upper
Manhattan.
A close associate of Espaillat,
former Assemblyman Nelson Castro
(D-Bronx), resigned in disgrace on
Monday, April 8, 2013, to avoid federal
prosecution, and admitted to wearing
a wire for federal agents in an effort to
weed out public corruption for the last

several years.
Espaillat was a key protector of
Castro during his re-election efforts.
Prior to the Castro bombshell,
federal agents hovered inside Espaillat’s Washington Heights district office
pressing local leaders and employees
about the use of public funds by the
Democrat, who last year waged a relentless, but unsuccessful campaign
against US Rep. Charles Rangel in a
primary.
“FBI agents demanded answers
pertaining to old member item monies that Espaillat provided to community organizations,” a source said. “They
were very specific on trying to deter-

mine relationships.”
While in the NYS Assembly,
Espaillat sponsored or co-sponsored
almost 100 member items in the four
years before his Senate election in 2010,
records show.
In one year, the Northern Manhattan Coalition for Economic Development got a whopping $500,000, all
in increments of primarily $70,000 or
$80,000.
Interestingly, Espaillat’s coalition
closed in 2011 when pork opportunities dried up and its executive director,
Nurys de Oleo, landed a $50,000-ayear job as Espaillat’s special assistant.
The group has employed Espail-

lat’s sister-in-law, his Democratic district leader and several consultants who
worked for his campaigns.
“We don’t know how or why the
FBI is focused on Espaillat, but it’s got
to be related to the one wearing the
wire,” said a source. “It’s like Castro
was doing everything to save himself
for whatever problems he was going
through, and theirs no telling what type
of theory he created to prosecutors.”
The scrutiny comes as two other
state lawmakers, Sen. Malcolm Smith
of Queens and Assemblyman Eric
Stevenson of The Bronx, were arrested
in federal bribery cases this week.
When asked about the FBI agents’
inquiry, Espaillat spokesman Jonathan
Davis responded, “Senator Espaillat’s
support for community funding is
completely transparent and based on

the needs of his district. “The senator
has zero tolerance for corruption and
has a flawless record of representing his
constituents with integrity and conviction.”
Castro’s lawyer, Michael Farkas’ office declined returning our calls.
State Sen. Adriano Espaillat said
he was distraught over the news that
Assemblyman Nelson Castro, his former chief of staff secretly recording
conversations for the feds.
“For me it was a heartbreaker,”
Espaillat said last Thursday evening at
a kick-off event for City Councilman
Ydanis Rodriguez’s re-election.
Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany Correspondent column. Direct comments and
inquiry to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

POLITICSSection
CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Yorktown GOP Endorses Murphy, Forcina, and Bernard for Local Office
YORKTOWN, NY - The Yorktown
Republican Town Committee continued their candidate endorsement
process last night by re-nominating
Councilman Terrence Murphy for
town board, along with nominating candidates Dorothy Forcina and
Gregory Bernard for the other town
board and highway superintendent
slots.
The group will join a slate featuring incumbent Town Supervisor Michael Grace, Town Justice
Sal Lagonia and County Legislator
John Testa, who were re-nominated
by the Committee in February, as
well as a candidate for County Legislator District 4 who is expected to
be endorsed next month.
The committee also endorsed
appellate Judge Mark Dillon, who
is up for re-election this year and
served three terms as Yorktown
Town Justice before being elected to
a fourteen year term on the Supreme
Court in 1999. Dillon was elevated
to the appellate division in 2005.
Forcina says she is a lifelong
Republican who views herself as a
pro-business and fiscally conservative candidate. “I am running for

Yorktown Republican Town Committee Chair Serafina Mastro congratulates the dozen candidates who sought the nomination of
the Yorktown GOP during the April 10, 2013th meeting.
Councilwoman because everyone in
Yorktown deserves a local government they can trust and works effectively to safeguard taxpayer dollars,”
she said.
“In the last four years my colleagues on the Republican ticket
have proven we can achieve that,
proven that we can do better,”
Forcina said. “I will bring my busi-

ness acumen and independent voice
to their efforts as better stewards of
the public trust. I appreciate the vote
of confidence and grassroots support from the Yorktown Republican
Town Committee.”
She has twenty-five years of
business experience. If elected, she
would be only the third female
councilmember in Yorktown’s his-

tory.1
Currently the director of corporate partnerships at Mercy College,
Forcina spent eight years as managing director of the Westchester
County Association where she was
a guiding force on behalf of Westchester’s business community in
helping pass the statewide property
tax cap and repealing the MTA pay-

roll tax. She also serves as President
of the Yorktown High School PTA.
Bernard began his career in
public serve as a district leader for
the Yorktown Republican Town
Committee, later serving on the
town planning board. He was elected as a town councilman from 1993
to 2001. He has over thirty years of
construction management experience.
“I am excited to have the endorsement of the Yorktown Republican Committee as a candidate for
Highway Superintendent and look
forward to joining a ticket who are
committed to getting Yorktown back
on the right track,” Bernard said.
“I thank the Committee and look
forward to working with Supervisor
Grace, Councilman Murphy, Judge
Lagonia and future Councilwoman
Forcina to cut wasteful spending
and lower taxes while continuing to
deliver the high level of service Yorktown residents expect and deserve.”
Bernard says he knows what it
takes to win an election and pledges
to maintain an open door policy and
the top quality services Yorktown
Continued on page 21
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Yorktown GOP Endorses Murphy, Forcina, and Bernard for Local Office
and Dorothy will make a fine compliment alongside myself, Michael Grace and Sal Lagonia as we
residents have come to know and expect, if elected.
tackle the tough issues facing our community such
He feels his years of experience with the town’s
as ethics reform, economic development, increased
budgetary process give him a broad perspective on
sewer capacity, combating the flow of illegal drugs
all the
the
ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012
Page
26issues facing Yorktown, not just those
TheatWesTchesTer
Guardian
and holding Con Ed and NYSEG accountable.”
Highway Department.
Serafina Mastro, chairwoman of the York“I’m taking Greg and Dorothy out this weektown Republican Town Committee, said she was
end to buy several new pairs of sneakers so we
proud of the candidates and the district leaders for
can hit the ground running and start knocking on
participating
such anAvailableopen interview and endoors to meet the voters face to face,” said MurOfficeinSpace
FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
dorsement
attracted
Primeprocess,
Location,which
Yorktown
Heightsa record level
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
phy, who last month announced he would seek a
of1,000
interest
year.
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
Sq. Ft.:this
$1800.
Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230
second term on the town board with the endorseSUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE
“We
had
a
field
of
over
a
dozen
highly-qualments of County Executive Rob Astorino and
Prime
Retail
Westchester
County
Chelsea
Thomas
(d.o.b.
7/14/94),
ified candidates for these offices and have voted
State Senator Greg Ball.
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
A Child Under 21 Years of Age
Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C
for two excellent candidates,” Mastro said. “All of
Known for being a hard campaigner, Council-1100 Sq.
Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft.
them
have
a
bright
future
in
our
community
and
I
Adjudicated
to
be
Neglected
by
NN-2695/96-10/12B
Store $1200.
man Murphy received the highest number of votes
FU No.: 22303
know
they
will
stay
involved
in
the
process.
Those
Suitable
for
any
type
of
business.
Contact
Wilca:
914.632.1230
for any town board candidate in Yorktown’s history
Tiffany
Ray
and
Kenneth
Thomas,
who have been selected will now embark on a new
in 2009. He is the owner of two small businesses,
Respondents.
X
journey, as they join County Executive Astorino
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR
Murphy’s Irish Restaurant and Yorktown Health
A non profit
Performing
Arts
Center
is
seeking
two
job
positions1)
Direcand our local slate in what is sure to be a successful
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT
and Wellness Center, where he is a Chiropractor.tor of DevelopmentFT-must have a background in development or expe22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE
election
cycle
where
we
will
work
to
continue
to
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi“This year’s election is not only about building
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE
restore
voter’s confidence
in their
government
ence working
withthe
sponsors/donors;
2) Operations
Managermust have a
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH
upon our historic accomplishments over the past
good knowledge
duties include
PERIOD.
and putof computers/software/ticketing
an end once and for all systems,
to Westchester’s
few years of shrinking local government, cutting
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby
UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHreputation
as
a
business-unfriendly
county
with
taxes and opening dozens of new businesses, it staffing
is
such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF
the
highest
tax
burden
in
the
nation.”
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203)
about setting out a vision for the next four years,”
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE

Continued from page 20
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HELP WANTED

438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison
Murphy said. “No one’s a loser here, we had qualiSOURCE: Yorktown GOP
ty candidates who were all able to do the job. Greg

COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.
BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify
address(es)]:
Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701
Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701
An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer
assigned by the Court.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.
Dated: January 30, 2012

BY ORDER OF THE COURT
CLERK1 column
OF THE COURT

2 column
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CURRENT COMMENTARY: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Jackie Robinson, Republican
By LARRY M. ELKIN
Jackie Robinson “was
a complicated, multifaceted man,” movie
reviewer Dana Jennings wrote in last
Sunday’s New York
Times. One of the things Jennings
found “complicated” was Robinson’s
loyalty to the Republican Party and
his support for Richard Nixon in the
1960 presidential race.
Actually, it isn’t complicated at
all.
Black Americans had plenty
of reasons to vote Republican in
1960. One of the biggest was that
throughout the South, where few
blacks were permitted to vote at all,
the people blocking their path to
the ballot were Democrats. White
Southerners had been solidly Democratic since the end of Reconstruction. Southern blacks traditionally
favored the party of Abraham Lincoln, but they could not act on their
beliefs.
Robinson would have been safe
in assuming that every Southern
sheriff who tried to keep him off a
baseball diamond, or out of a restaurant, or away from a whites-only restroom when the Brooklyn Dodgers
were in the region was a Democrat.
Chief Justice Earl Warren, author of the Supreme Court’s 1954
decision outlawing segregated pub-

NINJA BEAM LLC Authority filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/25/13.
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC
formed in Delaware (DE) on 2/21/13
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC Attn:
Michael Tener 166 Pearsall DR 5A MT
Vernon, NY 10552. DE address of LLC:
3500 S DuPont Hwy Dover, DE 19901.
Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State,
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose:
any lawful activity.
Notice of Formation of LLC: Name:
THRIFTY MEASURES LLC. Article of Org.
filed with NY Sec. of State 02/14/2013.
Office location: Westchester County.
The New York Secretary of State shall
be designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be served.
Sec. of State shall mail a copy of process to the registered agent, United
States Corporation Agents Inc., 7014
13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY
11228 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

lic schools in Brown v. Board of
Education, had been a Republican
governor of California before joining the court. As governor Warren
supported integration of MexicanAmerican students in California
classrooms.
Vice President Nixon cast a
tie-breaking Senate vote in 1959
in favor of protecting black voting
rights in the South, a measure supported by New York’s Republican
Sen. Jacob Javits, among others. Sen.
John F. Kennedy, Nixon’s opponent
in 1960, instead supported southern
Democrats’ effort to water down the
legislation.
Robinson later worked for Nelson Rockefeller, who became New
York’s Republican governor in 1962
and had a long history of supporting
historically black colleges. Robinson
pushed Rockefeller to appoint blacks
to some high-level posts in his previously all-white administration.
Civil rights was not the only
factor that drew Robinson toward
the GOP. In fact, given the party’s
merely spotty support for equal
rights – and the outright opposition of Republican conservatives,
whom Robinson loathed – it may
not even have been the major factor. Robinson put his faith in free
enterprise, hard work and economic
independence. The pioneering professional ballplayer who fought to
earn a living in his chosen field, who

wanted to bring African-Americans
into the mainstream of their nation’s
commerce, was a Republican in the
party’s truest sense.
“I believed blacks ought to become producers, manufacturers, developers and creators of businesses,

LE G A L A D S

D.S. TOOL, FLAGS & FLAGPOLES LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/26/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC
upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to
The LLC 4 Vernon Lane Elmsford, NY
10523. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
JONO ENTERPRISES LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/7/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design.
Agent of LLC upon whom process may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 1368 Park LN. Pelham NY
10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
CORNAFEAN, LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/14/13. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The
LLC 11 Cooper St. Yonkers, NY 10704.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MSA WHITE PLAINS ROAD LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY)
3/28/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx,
NY 10455. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
Notice is Hereby Given that a license, #
1268756 For Liquor has been applied for
by the undersigned to sell liquor at retail
in a restaurant under the ABC Law at D
Galaxy Inc. at 39 Palisade Ave Yonkers,
NY 10701 for on premises consumption.
Notice of Formation of 361 Warburton
Ave LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on 3/13/13.Office
location: Westchester County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to the LLC, c/o Arnold Perez, 520 Van Cortlandt Park Ave,
Yonkers, NY 10705. Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

providers of jobs,” Robinson wrote
in his autobiography, I Never Had It
Made, which was published in 1972.
“For too long we had been spending
too much money on liquor while
we owned too few liquor stores and
were not even manufacturing it. If

STRIGIFORME LLC Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/13/13. Office in
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O
United States Corporation Agents, Inc.
7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202
Brooklyn, NY 11228.
LUREA MURPHY ARTIST MANAGEMENT
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 2/5/13. Office in Westchester Co.
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom
process may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to The LLC 12 Robin St.
Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful
activity. Registered Agent: Lurea Murphy
12 Robin St. Ossining, NY 10562.

you found a black man making shoes
or candy or ice cream it was a rarity.
We talked about not having capital, but we needed to learn to take a
chance, to be daring, to pool capital,
to organize our buying power so that
the millions we spent did not leave
our community to be stacked up in
some downtown bank.”
Jennings’ cavalier assertion that
there is something surprising in
Robinson’s Republican leanings is
sloppy journalism, but we can give
him a pass. The Times’ reviewer
does not present himself as a historian. Moreover, the GOP’s image
on equal rights has suffered grievous
self-inflicted damage over the past
five decades. The process began with
the rise of the party’s conservative
faction at the 1964 convention that
nominated Sen. Barry Goldwater
for president, and continued in 1968
and 1972 when Nixon aligned himself with southern whites who broke
from the Democrats following passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Even as early as 1960, some
seven out of 10 black voters supported Kennedy over Nixon. Nearly all
of them resided outside the South.
They were part of an enduring and
unlikely coalition that Franklin D.
Roosevelt forged during the Great
Depression, aligning blacks who
sought work in northern factories
with the rural southern whites from
whom they had fled and the urban
labor unions that often kept blacks

Continued on page 23
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Jackie Robinson, Republican
Continued from page 22
out of the most lucrative trades. Black
votes put JFK in the White House,
as Robinson ruefully acknowledged
shortly after the election.
If today’s young African-Americans cannot imagine Jackie Robinson as a Republican, the Republican
Party has only itself to blame. It has
spent the 41 years since Robinson’s
death as the anti-party: anti-civil
rights, anti-gay, anti-immigration,
anti-choice. Robinson saw this coming. “I felt the GOP was a minority
party in terms of numbers of registered voters and could not win unless
they updated their social philosophy
and sponsored candidates and principles to attract the young, the black
and the independent voter,” he wrote
in his autobiography.
This is the challenge the GOP
now faces. After his playing days
were over, Robinson the businessman esteemed success. He probably
would have respected Mitt Romney’s
professional accomplishments. Yet I
have no doubt that Jackie Robinson,

the Republican, would have supported Barack Obama, the Democratic community organizer whose
economic principles are so far from
Robinson’s own.
Race would have played only
a part in this. Mostly, it would have
been because Republicans have made
it hard to imagine that a man like
Robinson could be one of them. You
can be a black Republican today, but
it’s complicated.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided personal financial and tax counseling to a sophisticated client base since
1986. After six years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager
for personal financial planning and
family wealth planning, he founded
his own firm in Hastings on Hudson,
N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily
and became the Palisades Hudson organization, which moved to Scarsdale,
N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to
Atlanta in 2008.
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Hairstylists & Nail Technicians
Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs
Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600
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CAPITAL Associates
With over 50 years experience,
Lexington Capital
provides loans from
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000
at some of the lowest interest rates
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• 15 Year Fixed-Rate Loans Available
• 30 Year Payout
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