
   “There’s energy here.” Chris 
Martin gazed up at the breathtaking 
cliffs surrounding us as our small 
boat returned from a day on the 
water off the colorful seaside village 
of San Juan del Sur on Nicaragua’s 
Pacific coast. 
   Energy there was. An hour before, 
I had hooked what the captain of our 
17-foot Panga fishing boat described 
as “easily an 80-pound” pargo rojo 
(red snapper; the described size of 
the fish, of course, began to grow as 
the evening went on) while trolling 
near a small atoll a quarter-mile 
offshore. The rod had bent nearly 
double, and I had to switch off with 
Pat Francis, a dental supply sales 
manager from Anna Maria Island, 
Florida, a few times before the 
braided line finally snapped after 
25 minutes of good fighting. This, 
I thought, was different than drift-
fishing for fluke off the New Jersey 
shore; this was action. 
   Our group of four had arrived at the 
Hotel Villa Isabella in San Juan del 
Sur near midnight the night before: 
Martin, from Orlando, Florida, a 

The Many Flavors of Nicaragua
By Lee Daniels

sales manager for a West Coast 
wine distributor and self-described 
salt-water junkie; Scott Price, from 
Atlanta, Georgia, who bears greater 
resemblance to a lifeguard than a 
pharmaceutical sales director; Pat 
“Fishkill” Francis; and myself. We 
had been picked up in the evening 
at Augusto C. Sandino 
International Airport 
(formally Managua 
International Airport), 
by a driver sent by our 
host Dale Dagger, who 
runs surfing tours out 
of San Juan del Sur, for 
the three-hour drive 
south, interrupted 
only briefly by a 
highway patrolman 
who stopped us to see 
the driver’s papers. 
   “No worries,” said the 
driver, with a smile, as he climbed 
back into our four-wheel drive 
S.U.V. This was to become a theme www.YonkersDowntown.com
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  Chuck 
L e s n i c k , 
Yo n k e r s 
C i t y 
C o u n c i l 
Pres ident 
and Real 
Estate Co-
chair, and 
P a t r i c i a 
M c D o w , 

Yonkers City 
Councilwoman (1st District) and 
Real Estate Co-chair, via fax, had 
sent a three page letter (Download 
Letter2AlfredDelBel lo7-23-
2008VIAFAX.pdf ) addressed to 
Alfred DelBello, lead counsel on 
the SFC Yonkers, Inc. Project. The 
letter touched on three points. The 
first stipulated that review by SFC 
or their counsel had not been fully 
reviewed, and that inquiries did 
not always receive full attention, 
and that those to which response 
was given, were at times only 60 
percent complete, thereby impeding 
the process for completion of the 
Preliminary Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (pFEIS). 
Secondly, that a memorandum, 
stipulating “The City Council has 
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agreed to an accelerated schedule 
for the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS), with a series of 
key dates for submission.” In this 
letter, Lesnick and McDow write, 
“…it is crucial to note that the dates 
contained in the memo are target 
dates.” Thirdly, and lastly, that as 
of June 26, 2008, the consultants 
had not been paid, an assertion 
dismissed by Joe Apicella of 
Cappelli Enterprises.
   The fickle finger of fate and 
blame could equally and easily 
point toward the conduct of the 
Yonkers City Council President’s 
office, and the Yonkers City 
Council membership represented 
by Chuck Lesnick, as well as by 
City Hall. Angst has insinuated 
itself into the fabric comprising this 
and other economic development 
projects. The anxiety is distilled 
from the difficulties heard daily 
encountered on international and 
national stock exchanges, financial 
institutions taking write-offs that 
shake confidence in stock brokerage 
firms, banking institutions, and most 
recently, Governor David Paterson’s 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- On 
Tuesday, July 29, 2008, Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr., joined by 
Fire Chief Al Everett, and Deputy 
Commissioner Deborah Norman 
were expecting to receive 2 ISG 
K1000 Elite Thermal Imaging 
Cameras through a donation from 
the Terry Farrell Firefighters Fund.
To everyone’s surprise, Brian Farrell 

Terry Farrell Firefighters 
Fund Presents Thermal 

Imaging Cameras

(Terry Farrell’s brother), along with 
John Gain, Rescue 4/FDNY, and 
Rich Scott from Southern Wine & 
Spirits, who gave the cameras for 
the fund to donate, brought three 
cameras. 
   Addressing the over thirty 
firefighters in attendance, Mayor 
Young reminded them that, 

YONKERS, NY -- In Yonkers, 
where the world’s first elevator 
factory opened 155 years ago, 
things are moving “up” again these 
days. 
   And while the Otis Elevator 
Company – and most of the other 
industrial stalwarts that defined 
20th century Yonkers – have long 

Mean Streets into Main 
Streets

Yonkers Paves its Way

Reprinted with permission of Steve Acunto, publisher of Empire State 
Report Magazine, June 2008

since moved on, the 21st century is 
dawning far more brightly for the 
state’s fourth largest city than even 
its most optimistic boosters might 
have dared to hope just a few years 
ago. 
   From a skyline dotted with 
construction cranes as a massive 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Middle 
school students enrolled in the 
Young Engineers School (Y.E.S.) 
summertime academy running 
currently at the Albert Leonard 
Middle School in New Rochelle, 
launched rockets they constructed 
on Friday, July 25.  The group of 
budding engineering students tested 

Students in Young 
Engineers School 

Program Launch Rockets

their designs of air powered rockets, 
and measured the height and 
distance of their launches.  Through 
this activity, students gathered data 
of the angle of elevation by which 
they calculate the height of each 
launch using trigonometry. The 
rockets were constructed from soda 

My fellow New Yorkers,

   Our state now faces increasingly 
harsh economic times. When I travel 
across the State I see communities 
suffering. Everywhere I go I meet 
people who are losing their jobs 
and their homes. I meet families 
forced to pay more for gasoline 
and for food, while their paychecks 
stay the same. Next winter some of 
these families will have to choose 
between heating their homes and 
feeding their children. The rising 
costs of health care mean that 
they can’t afford to get sick. The 
rising costs of education mean 
that parents can no longer prepare 
for their children to be in the work 
force. The damage on Wall Street is 
affecting all of our communities and 
its effects on our New York State’s 
finances are devastating.
   When I took office, I was apprised 
that the New York State budget 
deficit for next year was $5 billion. 
I immediately ordered cuts to state 
spending, but the situation has 
gotten worse. Tomorrow I will 
submit a budget plan that places our 
deficit for next year at $6.4 billion 
– that is $1.4 billion higher than it 
was just a few short months ago. 
How could this happen? It’s simple. 

Transcript of Gov. David Paterson’s 
Address to New York State

Costs are rising steadily, revenues 
are dropping dramatically.
In the beginning of May, our budget 
director projected our New York 
State deficit over the next three 
years at $21.5 billion – that was a 
record. But things have changed. 
That number has now erupted to 
$26.2 billion – a staggering 22 
percent increase in less than 90 
days.
    In June of 2007, the 16 banks 
that pay the most on taxes to their 
profits remitted $173 million to our 
New York State Treasury. This June, 
just a month ago, they sent us $5 
million—a 97 percent decrease. Our 
economic woes are so severe that I 
wanted to talk to you personally this 
evening about where we stand. The 

fact is: we confront harsh times. Let 
me be honest: this situation will get 
worse before it gets better.
    But the time to act is now. 
We cannot waste any further 
opportunities. We can’t wait and 
hope that this problem will resolve 
itself. If we do, we will lose our 
opportunity to turn this situation 
around. These times call for action 
and today I promise you there will 
be action.
   Today I am calling the legislature 
back for an emergency economic 
session on Tuesday, August 19. 
In the interim, my administration 
will confront the following issues: 
addressing the size of the state 
work force; further cuts to agency 
spending and generating proposals 
for public and private partnerships 
for our State assets.
When I meet with the legislature, 
we will work together to help 
New Yorkers cope with this crisis. 
We will continue working on a 
property tax cap to lighten the load 
for homeowners and we will find 
a way to curtail the rising costs of 
home heating next winter. I will do 
everything I can to make sure that 
New York’s families do not freeze 

Granada Cathedral
for my two-week trip to what would 
turn out to be one of the friendliest 
countries and people I had visited. 
   For the next week, our daily 
schedule consisted of waking early 
for bounteous breakfasts personally 
prepared by hotel proprietor Mike 
Iacoboni, followed by a full day on 

the water in Captain 
Lucas’ boat, running 
from one surfing spot 
to the next and trolling 
or casting for fish along 
the way, ending with 
relaxing by the pool 
and wonderful, cheap 
seafood dinners on the 
harbor at sunset. 
  Iacoboni, a native 
Californian like 
Dagger, had come to 
Nicaragua in the 60s, 

and like many people I 
was to meet on the trip, had fallen 
in love with it. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- While 
efforts to save the New Rochelle 
Armory were 
a p p r e c i a t e d , 
John Maguire, 
Treasurer of 
the Save Our 
Armory, Save 
New Rochelle 
group, reminded 
the people present 
that if the group’s 
name is used for 
fund raising, publicity or anything 
else, the activity must “be cleared 
with the executive committee.”  At 
the group’s July 28, 2008 meeting, 
the address for sending donations 
was given as: Save Our Armory, 
Box S O A, 112 North Avenue, New 
Rochelle, New York l0801.  Checks 
should be made out to Save Our 
Armory.  Maguire emphasized the 
donations are not tax deductible.  

Saving the New Rochelle 
Armory 

Tocci Promises Full Fledged Plan  

By Peggy Godfrey  
This was reinforced by attorney, 
John Verni, who said tax exempt 

organizations are 
not allowed to 
lobby legislators.  
   County Legislator 
James Maisano, 
who attended 
the meeting, 
suggested the 
group should 
p r e s s u r e 

Senator Susie 
Oppenheimer and Assemblyman 
George Latimer to support this 
effort. He said both Senator Jeff 
Klein and Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin are already supporting the 
effort to save the Armory. 
   Jim Killoran suggested the group 
request a walk through the Armory.  
However, Ron Tocci, co-chairman 
of the Save Our Armory, Save 
New Rochelle group was uncertain 

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/Letter2AlfredDelBello7-23-2008VIAFAX.pdf
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

New York Civic

summation of the financial crisis 
that confronts New York State, 
and similarly may impact Yonkers, 
Westchester County, and the 
nation.
   America’s greatest strength, 
perhaps it is a human trait, more 
than a patriotic attribute, is our 
ability to confront crisis. We 
exhibit this adrenalin-like quality 
only when exacerbated into action 
bolstered by awareness of facts. 
   The round robin which saw the 
letter herein travel from Lesnick/
McDow to DelBello, to City 
Hall, the Yonkers City Council 
membership, the press, and then 
the public, exposes our collective 
Achille’s Heel. Some branches 
of government, and within those 
branches, certain individuals, have 
far too long conducted business on 
what they believe is a need to know 
basis. In none of these esoteric 
situations are the public invited to 
know reality, instead, the public 
is kept ignorant of the facts and 
circumstances. While we are told 
we are the rationale for economic 
development, we are never invited 
to the table. Those that speak for us 

Keeping Yonkersites in the Dark
believe they are doing our bidding, 
yet they are often unconcerned 
over our plight, involved in private 
messages similar to those herein 
simply to clear the way for their 
benefit, not ours.
   Is Lesnick painting the facts as 
they are or is he now grandfathering 
standards that have been permitted 
to endure until a time convenient 
for him to expose them? Or does 
City Hall now bring about this issue 
because they would like to soften the 
public’s sensibilities in considering 
Lesnick the fall guy, should the 
process atrophy before our eyes, 
no matter the reason. Whether it 
is the seduction of development in 
Sullivan County by the respective 
developers that comprise some or 
all of SFC Yonkers, Inc., the debacle 
yet to be fully comprehended on the 
financial markets, or the state of 
New York’s fiscal health, Lesnick 
has been chosen expendable and 
prone to fry. Is he at fault? To some 
extent, the answer is, “Yes!” City 
Hall, if it were to be honest with 
itself, should admit that they have 
not been forthright either.
   If SFC Yonkers, Inc. has not been 

complete in responding to questions 
posed to it by AKRF, Inc. and 
Saccardi & Schiff, Inc., why are we 
hearing about it now? Why were we 
not told sooner? No matter which 
side of the economic development 
issue one would find themselves, 
the public has much to say about 
the alleged situation. Had the public 
been advised earlier, the allegations 
in this letter would be more credible 
today. Instead, it is now seen more 
like a red herring or fallacy.
   Had the inquiries presented to 
SFC Yonkers, Inc. been received 
tardily and if the allegedly deficient 
responses were made public, the 
assertion of their lack of scope in 
this letter might be met with greater 
credibility. Presently, they are simply 
suspect. These communications 
may even be construed to be mind 
tricks played upon one another to 
“create” a fact that never existed.
   The inference made by many 
listeners and readers of the agreed 
upon dates for completion of the 
process noted in the letter is based 
upon the language used. This letter 
suggests that the timeline initially 
inferred to have been iron clad are 

instead targets. When there is little 
trust, language may temper nerves 
by being more exact. It may behoove 
each protagonist to measure their 
use of language to avoid the use of 
nebulous terminology. Exactitude 
of meaning and intent does build 
bridges of understanding. It’s time 
we work as a team to better the City 
of Yonkers, our home and concern. 
Measure every word.
   Lastly, the letter asserts that the 
consultants had not been paid. 
Four days after the letter was 
sent, payment to the consultants 
that satisfied accrued bills up to 
April 2008 had been received. As 
of August 1, 2008, SFC Yonkers, 
Inc. will be delinquent in its 
remuneration to the consultants 
for an additional three months. It 
would be of interest to know what 
the public thinks is the rationale 
behind this behavior?
   The letter shows that conducting 
business for the public good without 
sharing the facts with the public 
as they occur is a poorly devised 
strategy. Tell us the truth. We have 
a right to know. There is nothing 
worth hiding.

NEW YORK, NY – July 31, 2008 
-- The Battle of the Budget, which 
began with Governor Paterson’s 
radio and television address Tuesday 
evening, is now in its third day.
   The speech was relatively brief, 
772 words, delivered in five 
minutes to a state-wide audience.   
It is worth the two or three minutes 
it will take you to read it.  It is 
particularly impressive to watch the 
governor speak.  He must deliver 
his lines from memory due to his 
extremely limited vision.  There 
are no teleprompters or other 
tools to assist him.   He held the 
press conference sitting alone, not 
surrounded by staff.
   Paterson’s presentation generates 
sympathy for his bravery in 
undertaking to make specific, 
substantive speeches in public. His 
voice is relatively soft and pleasing 
to the ear, and his appearance, even 
with a beard, is neat and trim.  He 
has the potential to be a popular 
and persuasive speaker,  if he is 
thoughtful and fair in preparing 
his remarks.  He gave many of his 
listeners and viewers the feeling 
that he is credible, certainly more 
so than the legislative leaders who 
have been berated for so many 
years.
   When one gets down to the 
specifics of budget cuts, however, 
we encounter a certain vagueness.  
It is like the parties are circling for 
a potential struggle, but neither has 
yet thrown a specific punch.  Don’t 
worry, they will come.
   In public finance, two axioms may 
be cited.  One deals with taxation: 
“Don’t tax you, don’t tax me, tax 
the man behind the tree.” Another, 
of more general application is, “It 
all depends whose ox is gored.”  
That is being considered for Rule 

Paterson vs. Silver?
Paterson and Silver Circle Each Other, Both Act Carefully, Unlike Poor Spitzer

 

By Henry J. Stern 

27-O.  It explains 
a principle, and 
references an 
animal.  Thinking 
for some reason 
about Gore, there is 
a funny story about 
him in this week’s 
Onion. You can 
link to it at www.
theonion.org.  It 
may take your mind 
away from the 
budget for awhile.
   For background, 
you should read a 
news analysis by 
Danny Hakim on pB1 and B4 of 
the Times: FISCAL WOES OF 
THE PAST PROD PATERSON 
TO ACT EARLY - Wall Street’s 
Slowing Engine is a Problem for 
the State.  The article gives the 
background of previous shortfall, 
and includes commentary from the 
usual suspects.
   Ever eager to promote controversy, 
especially where it exists, today’s 
Post publishes on p2 an article by 
Frederick U. Dicker and Brendan 
Scott, PRO-TAX-HIKE SILVER 
GETS FISCAL WITH GOV.  The 
lede: “Gov. Paterson and Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver clashed 
over the deteriorating state budget 
today as Silver bluntly questioned 
the governor’s grim fiscal warnings 
and challenged him to raise taxes 
on the wealthy.”
   The Times wades into the 
conflict in its lead editorial today, 
GOV. PATERSON’S BUDGET 
EMERGENCY.  “Across the country, 
states are slashing t heir budgets as 
tax revenues dwindle.  New York, 
with its heavy dependence on 
Wall Street, is far from immune 
to the nation’s economic slide, 

as Gov. David 
Paterson this week 
made abundantly 
clear.”  The Times’ 
sympathies are 
with the governor, 
as they continue: 
“Cutting the 
budget is never 
easy, especially 
in an election 
year.  Already the 
special interests, 
the ones that fund 
campaigns, have 
lined up to defend 
their shares.

   The editorial continues with four 
bullet points to which you can link.   
Only the first recommendation 
is unequivocal.  “New York’s 
budget has traditionally hidden 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
slush funds, money that legislators 
and the governor hand out to their 
communities.
   The Post and the News supported 
the governor and budget cuts, and 
to a greater or lesser extent mocked 
the Speaker for resisting, although 
what he is resisting is not that 
clear. The governor and the budget 
director have not yet publicly 
spelled out the cuts.
The Post editorial Wednesday,  
THE GOV’S FINE TALK, begins: 
“Gov. Paterson had not even given 
his ‘hard times in New York” 
speech last night before the special 
pleaders were whining up a storm.”   
If you agree with the theme, you 
will find the editorial written in the 
best Post style.
   The News, in DAVE’S CALL 
TO ACTION, editorialized: “Gov. 
Paterson laid it on the line to New 
Yorkers Tuesday with strong words 
that demand even stronger action 

to rescue the state from dismal 
and worsening financial straits.  
There was music to the ears when 
Paterson said in a TV address:  
‘For too long, we have done less 
with more and paid more for 
less’.”
   The contrarian Sun, in an 
editorial titled PATERSON’S 
PANIC, agreed with the governor’s 
exhortation to the Legislature to 
reduce spending, and said they 
understood why he tried to create 
a sense of crisis.  Later they 
added: “Still, for all that was good 
about Mr. Paterson’s televised 
address to New Yorkers yesterday, 
we could have done without the 
melodrama.”  Link to the editorial 
for a different point of view.
   The struggle is just beginning to 
unfold.  At this point, we see on 
one side the governor, the senate, 
the civic community and the 
press.
   On the other side are the 
Speaker, the unions, the left 
Democrats and the Working 
Families Party.  The lineup may 
vary from issue to issue, and the 
outcome is likely to be indefinite, 
without a clear victory for either 
side.  Whichever side prevails in 
August, the others will have an 
issue for the September primary 
and the November elections.  In 
the end, the people will decide 
the issue, which is something 
they rarely have an opportunity 
to do under New York State’s 
incumbent-protection laws and 
gerrymanders.
   Allies of the Speaker say there is 
no crisis this year, that the governor 
alone can reduce expenditures by 
enough to close the gap, that it is 
much too early to be talking about 
next year’s budget, and that if there 

is a problem, the state should raise 
its top income tax rate beyond 8.14 
per cent.  New York City’s top rate 
is 4 per cent, which means upper 
middle class city residents now pay 
12.14%, in addition to the Federal 
income tax rate of 35 per cent. 
   These secret pools are the place 
to start.

Direct your comment to Henry J. 
Stern to StarQuest@NYCivic.org 
and peruse the New York Civic 

Website archive at
 www.NYCivic.org
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Weir Only Human

Like Klockwork

     A Dallas area columnist recently 
wrote that we should all just shut 
up about patriotism because it’s a 
word that’s overused and “kinda 
uncool.” She went on to add that 
patriotism “is a kind of dusty 
holiday decoration that gets pulled 
out of the attic and displayed on the 
porch for the Fourth of July. It’s a 
topic for kids’ essay contests or the 
old codgers down at the VFW, not 
something you talk much about 
around the office.” It is very sad to 
read this ungrateful commentary 
from someone too young and too 
spoiled to recognize how effete 
and impudent she sounds with her 
juvenile criticism of the sacrifices 
made by millions. A line from King 
Lear comes to mind: “How sharper 
than a serpent’s tooth it is to have 
a thankless child.” Yet, I suppose 
it’s about what we can expect 
from a generation that has reached 
adulthood with an attitude that has 
been spoon-fed to them by liberal 

Weir Only Human: Nothing Uncool About Patriotism
By Bob Weir

elitists who proudly put their hate-
America slogans on parade. 
   These are the same people who 
wake up every day in a comfortable 
home and sit down to a healthy, 
robust breakfast before enjoying a 
refreshing shower and a selection 
of smartly tailored clothing. They 
slide behind the wheel of their late 
model, shiny automobile and head 
for the steady job that keeps their 
families well-fed and secure. During 
the evenings and weekends they 
gather with friends over cocktails 
and hors de oeuvres as they 
pontificate about the evils of the 
country that provides their affluent 
lifestyle. They’ll smirk and sneer at 
those who salute the flag, preferring 
to view them as jingoists with an 
aggressive foreign policy mentality. 
In their rarified world of café latte 
and whole bran muffins, they could 
never appreciate the sacrifices made 
by those who subsisted on K-rations 
while sacrificing life and limb 

so their most ardent critics could 
enjoy the taste of freedom. Instead 
of applauding their liberators, they 
engage in accusatory discourse 
about the immorality of war. 
Of course, 
it’s easy to be 
philosophical on 
a full stomach. 
   Meanwhile, in 
most countries 
around the 
world, people 
dream of living 
in the United States. The reason 
for their fantasy is because they 
have been living with poverty and 
hopelessness since birth and have 
little opportunity to alter their 
circumstances. That is, unless 
they can find a way to emigrate 
to this land of opportunity. How 
many people are risking life and 
limb to sneak into China, Iran or 
Syria? How many U.S. citizens are 
stuffing themselves into trucks and 

vans and paying smugglers to drive 
them across the border to Mexico 
during temperatures exceeding a 
hundred degrees? One of the biggest 
problems this great nation has is 

trying to deal with 
the overwhelming 
number of people 
who are literally 
dying to get 
here. With that 
scenario as a 
backdrop, how in 
Heaven’s name 

can some people be so out of touch 
with reality that they would speak 
so contemptuously about love of 
country? 
   Those “old codgers” this 
columnist referred to with such 
disdain are the brave warriors 
who faced this country’s enemies 
on battlefields all over the world, 
so she and her family could rest 
peacefully every night in the secure 
bosom of a free country. Those “old 

codgers” watched their buddies die 
in front of them and honored their 
sacrifices, while this supercilious 
twit, who undoubtedly doesn’t have 
a clue about sacrifice, taps out a 
steady drumbeat of scorn on her 
keyboard, like a rebellious child 
blowing spitballs at the teacher. 
Compare that attitude with millions 
of immigrants, many of whom, 
when arriving on American soil, get 
down on their knees and tearfully 
kiss the ground to show their 
gratitude. The difference between 
them and the snooty native born 
malcontents is that the latter has 
no frame of reference. It’s too bad 
they aren’t required to trade places 
with those who have experienced 
the paucity of hope and abundance 
of depression that drains the human 
spirit and makes zombies out of its 
inhabitants. 
   Maybe if they spent a few years 
trying to claw their way back to 
the country they were so quick 

to denigrate, they too would find 
themselves on bended knee with 
lips puckered. Moreover, the 
next time they saw the uniform 
of our military, or walked by a 
VFW hall, they might just feel an 
uncontrollable urge to raise the 
right hand sharply, with fingers and 
thumb extended to the right of their 
right eye and snap out a respectful 
salute. Yes, it’s called patriotism, 
and thank God that most of us still 
believe in it!

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

  I fell in love with her at first sight, 
when she was very young and as 
yet unsoiled by the whoredom 
in which she now wallows. 
   Her name was, and still is, 
television, but she is a shameful 
shadow of what she had 
earlier promised to become. 
   Years before Howdy Doody, Uncle 
Miltie and Bishop Sheen, I saw a 
postcard-sized image while peering 
through the window of an unmarked 
bunker in Suburban Philadelphia. 
I wasn’t to learn until much later 
that it was the phenomenon now 
as integral a part of our lives as 
the environment and poor spelling. 
   Firstwife and I bought our first set, 
a 7-inch Philco, with three hundred 
borrowed bucks, when we still 
didn’t have a carpet sweeper for our 
Liliputian apartment (reasoning that 
we didn’t yet have a carpet, either). 
   I spent many wee hours gazing 
with utter fascination at the black-
and-white test patterns, which were 
forerunners of today’s late-night 

The Hooker Who Coulda/Shoulda Been a Queen
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

menu. I’d have done a cannonball 
dive into the medium, except that 
a $25 weekly stipend didn’t mesh 
with the expected arrival of our 
first (of many) blessed begats. 
   Early TV offerings included a 
bonanza of informative programs 
like “Omnibus,” hosted by 
Alastair Cooke and featuring a 
lavish luau of informative and 
entertaining subject matter. Sadly, 
it never escaped the “cultural 
ghetto” of Sunday programming, 
as producers hastened to feed the 
gut-to-gutter levels of public taste. 
   News was relatively unslanted 
then and richly augmented by 
genuine debates, of which today’s 
blabfests and one-liner shootouts 
are but a tattered remnant.  
   Entertainment was, in the main, 
inoffensive to all, mirroring 
the Hays Office sensitivity 
prevailing in Hollywood. 
   Fast-forward to today’s bill of 
fare (make that bill of mediocre-to-
lousy), wherein anything goes and 

television’s potential 
for good has gone 
to seed and/or seedy. 
   Witness (and 
bemoan) this once-
promising medium’s 
descent from lofty 
potential to a mindless 
pursuit of ratings 
and the attendant 
surges in income. 
   With few exceptions, 
television has become 
the newest mutation 
of the oldest profession - selling its 
favors to the highest bidders and 
appealing to the lowest motivations 
of its potential customers. 
   Ah, but what might have been! 
   Ponder, for example, how 
expansion of the superb “See It Now” 
series could have enriched several 
generations’ knowledge of our 
nation’s history, and how TV could 
have expanded our population’s 
appreciation of the arts and sciences. 
   Think of how much brighter, 

healthier and 
productive our 
people would be if 
the greatest teachers 
in the world were 
as available to them 
as the bad stuff on 
commercial TV 
and the worse stuff 
on major cable. 
   Closer to home, 
and more critical 
during election 
seasons, what if 

we, the people, could reclaim at 
least part of the airwaves, which 
technically belong to us anyway? 
   Right now, instead of a multi-
billion-dollar barrage of one-sided 
political commercials, mean-spirited 
attack ads, meaningless preaching 
to partisan choirs and debates 
without substantive discussion, 
how about this radical idea: 
   Designate a period of prime time 
each night in the weeks preceding 
Election Day as the “Information 

Hour,” during which all competing 
programs would be banned. 
   Then, through binding arbitration 
among competing candidates and 
parties, divide that air time among 
those seeking various offices and 
mandate their participation - either 
face-to-face or on split screens. 
   Again by mandatory 
negotiation, select moderators 
who wield a heavy hand in 
keeping the discussions on target. 
   What a refreshing change that 
would be from the present “comedy 
of airers” which generates a lot of 
heat (i.e., hot air) and very little light 
in the form of useful information. 
   Restraint of trade, you say? Okay, 
just let the contesting parties pony 
up that lost revenue, instead of 
puking even more money away on 
the barrage of b.s. noted above. 
   Under the present system (or 
absence thereof), a precious 
asset is now controlled and sold 
for power and/or profit in a 
process not entirely unlike the 

activities of low-life procurers. 
   Getting back to the theme of this 
rant, such a scheme would allow 
television to act like the benevolent, 
caring, wise, even-handed and regal 
figure she might have been, rather 
that the tawdry tart she has become. 
   Admittedly, I see this as a 
happenstance only slightly 
more happenable than a second 
coming of Elvis The Pelvis, 
but I can dream, can’t I? 
   Before dismissing this vision as 
an early symptom of Oldtimer’s 
Disease, see if you can come up 
with a better vocation for the harlot 
who coulda/shoulda been a queen.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers in 

Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.

Dear Editor,
 
   At a recent event at Sacred Heart 
Church in Patterson, Democratic 
State Assembly Candidate John 
Degnan launched a series of blistering 
attacks against the men and women 
of the United States Air Force. 
   Degnan told attendees at the event 
that the service members whose 
positions were shifted from active 
duty into the reserve had “broken 
[their] contract with U.S. taxpayers.” 
   Apparently, Degnan took exception 
to the fact that the Pentagon began 
reshaping the Air Force in early 

Letter to the Editor
2003, scheduling more the 13,200 
personnel reductions that retired 
General Lance W. Lord called 
“central to the needs of the Air 
Force..”
Lord said that as early as 2003, 
increased requirements created by 
the war on terrorism, coupled with 
budget constraints prompted the Air 
Force to review its workforce and 
make tough decisions.
   “We must do this by making sure 
manpower authorizations do not 
exceed the funding Congress has 
given us,” Lord said.
   When asked if he was denigrating 

the soldiers themselves, Degnan 
responded “what I am denigrating 
is [their] broken promise.”
   Assemblyman Greg Ball, an Air 
Force Captain, took umbrage to 
Degnan’s remarks and demanded 
a public apology, which was not 
offered. When showed evidence 
that Assemblyman Ball received an 
honorable discharge and actually 
lengthened his service commitment 
to the reserve through 2009, 
Degnan, who avoided military 
service himself, refused to repudiate 
his claims.
   Degnan was then emasculated by 

a chorus of boos from the audience, 
many of whom were members 
of the Respect Life Society 
that were already upset after an 
earlier instance during the event 
where Degnan had said he “was 
unfamiliar” with extremist pro-
abortion Reproductive Health and 
Privacy Protection Act (RHAPP) 
assembly bill, and later espoused 
his own pro-choice positions.
   At the very same event, Degnan 
came out against property tax relief, 
and highlighted his opposition to a 
property tax cap. The only time 
Degnan looked up to deviate from 

his script of prepared remarks 
during the three-hour event was 
when he had to have the budget 
process explained to him by our 
Assemblyman after Degnan became 
confused. I was even more stunned 
when Degnan later confessed he did 
not even know how a bill becomes 
law.
   As a voter, I am saddened that Mr. 
Degnan does not know about the 
largest taxpayer funded abortion 
bill in state history (RHAPP), 
how the budget works, how a bill 
becomes law, or why New Yorkers 
need property tax relief.

   As a veteran, I am appalled 
by Mr. Degnan’s remarks. His 
embarrassing outbursts contradict 
his pledge to run a positive 
campaign and statements that he is 
a man of character and integrity. He 
should issue an immediate apology 
to Assemblyman Ball and the men 
and women of the United States Air 
Force who were restructured from 
active duty into the reserve. 

Sincerely,
 
Nicholas DiTomaso
Yorktown Heights NY 10598

mailto:joeklock@aol.com
http://www.joeklock.com
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Ben Gordon Weekend

20,000 People, 14 Activities, 

3 Days, One Mission...Bringing Families Together

BEN GORDON WEEKEND 2008
FAITH * FAMILY * UNITY * SPORTS

THURS, AUGUST 14 TO SAT, AUGUST 16 

Hosted By

Mayor Clinton I. Young, Jr.

City of Mount Vernon, NY

EVENT SPONSORS

of Mount Vernon

YOUTH PRAISE
City Plaza Roosevelt Sq. Mount Vernon

THURSDAY AUG 14th 
6pm - 9pm

An inspirational evening celebrating our young people 

and featuring a youth talent show, motivational 

speakers, African dancers, youth gospel groups and a 

youth job fair.

BOWLING BASH
Homefi eld Bowling Lanes, Yonkers

FRIDAY AUG 15th 
6pm - 11pm

An opportunity to bowl and mingle with NBA 

stars, celebrities and infl uential politicians while 

raising money to benefi t the Ben Gordon New Life 

Foundation and ‘Save Our Sports’ in Mount Vernon. 

You can enjoy DJ provided music, food, open-

bar, wine-tasting, free video games, live and silent 

auctions and a VIP reception.  

BASKETBALL CLINIC
HOOPERSTOWN

300 E. Sanford Blvd, Mount Vernon

FRIDAY AUG 15th
10am - 11am

At this clinic led by Rashamel Jones, a member of 

the 1999 UConn Huskies national championship 

team, Ben will be showing attendees his ball-

handling and shooting drills.

Cost: $50/child. All proceeds will be donated to the 

Ben Gordon New Life Foundation. 

BEN GORDON FAMILY DAY
Hartley Park, Mount Vernon

SATURDAY AUG 16th
9am - 8pm

The cornerstone event of Ben Gordon Weekend, 

this free and fun-fi lled day of family oriented events 

will include youth basketball clinics, an autograph 

session, face-painting, infl atables, pony rides, 

giveaways, Ben’s Book Club, All-Star basketball 

game, ‘The Game Outside The Game” a seminar 

about careers in the sports industry, and much more
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Ray Blue - Pro/Am Concert
   On Wednesday August 27 at 
the Peekskill Riverfront Green a 
special concert performance will be 
held featuring jazz saxophonist Ray 
Blue and a band of professional and 
student musicians. This event is part 
of the Cross Cultural Connection 
(CCC) Arts in Education effort, 
a not-for-profit organization 
whose mission is to promote jazz 
performance and education. CCC 
partners with schools, colleges 
and community organizations. 
Donations are tax deductible 
and sponsorship opportunities 
are available. Info: Don Bennett 
at 914 438-5451 or visit  
www.rayblue.com. 

Is your child generally 
disorganized?
   Do their backpacks resemble 
the “black hole” during the school 
year? Are homework assignments 
forgotten because they aren’t written 
down? A one hour class designed 
for middle and entering high school 
students will discuss the basics of 
organization and time management 
in preparation of the start of school. 
Taught by Randi G. Brown, Psy.D., 

an Academic Consultant and 
Coach, academic responsibilities 
and balancing school obligations 
will also be discussed. The class 
will be held on Tuesday August 26 
or Thursday August 28 at Temple 
Beth Am, 203 Church Place in 
Yorktown Heights. Cost is $75.00 
per session. Info: 914 500-3688 or 
email dr.randi@hotmail.com.
  
Hand-To-Mouth Players Sweeps 
Awards  
   Buchanan’s Hand-To-Mouth 
Players theatre company won 5 
awards at the Eastern States Theatre 
Association’s annual festival, 
ESTAFest08/Original Works. The 
awards were given for HTM’s recent 
production of the one-act play, 

Fostered Ideal, by Bradley Vile. 
Honored were cast members Cathy 
Jewell, Kurt Lauer, Rose Tavano 
and David Thompson, director Sally 
Simon and stage manager Gary 
Simon. The company received the 
following awards: ESTA’s Original 
Works Outstanding Production 
First Place Award, Outstanding 
Ensemble Performance, Excellence 
in Direction (Sally Simon), 
Outstanding Achievement in 
Set Design, and Outstanding 
Achievement in Acting (Rose 
Tavano). Hand-To-Mouth Players is 
a not-for-profit community theatre, 
that has been producing plays in the 
area for over 40 years, including 
comedies, dramas, one-acts, 
workshops, musicals, and original 
works. The group is currently 
located at the Trinity Boscobel 
Church in Buchanan.
Info: www.htmplayers.com.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc.

RYE, NY -- Pop sensation Natasha 
Bedingfield will perform in a 
free concert at Playland Park on 
Thursday, August 14, 8 p.m., at the 
Music Tower Theater. The show is 
sponsored by 95.5 WPLJ radio and 
Westchester County Parks.
   Released in 2004 Bedingfield’s 
first album, Unwritten, showcased 
primarily up-tempo pop songs 
influenced by R&B music with 
hits such as “These Words” and 
“Single.” The recording sold more 
than 2.5 million copies worldwide 
and landed the singer a Grammy 
Award nomination for Best Female 
Pop Vocal Performance for the song 
“Unwritten” in 2007. Her second 
album, N.B. (2007), yielded the 
singles “Soulmate”” and “Say It 
Again.” To date, she has achieved 
five top-ten singles in the U.K. and 
sold more than 10 million records 
worldwide.
   Her most recent album Pocketful 
of Sunshine was released in 
January, 2008, and became a Top 

Natasha Bedingfield Takes Over 
Playland Park
Free Concert at Playland

Three album in the United States. 
It includes the singles “Love like 
This,” featuring Sean Kingston, a 
Top 20 hit, as well as “Pocketful 
of Sunshine,” whose recent success 
has brought it to the top ten charts. 
   The concert is sponsored by 95.5 
WPLJ, Pepsi Cola, Manhattan Beer 
Distributors, The Journal News 
LoHud.com, Friends of Westchester 
County Parks and CulinArt.

   Playland, now celebrating its 
80th season, is owned and operated 
by Westchester County Parks. 
Playland Park is America’s first 
totally planned amusement park and 
was designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1987.
   Admission to Playland and the 
concert is free; weekday parking is 
$5 per car.  The park will be open an 
extra hour, until 11 p.m.
   Seating is limited. Bring blankets 
and chairs for lawn seating.   
   Playland is located in Rye, New 
York, and can be reached via the 
New England Thruway (I-95), 
Playland Parkway exit 19. For more 
information, call 914-813-7010 or 
visit Playland at www.ryeplayland.
org.

   For Bee-Line bus routes 
to Playland visit www.

westchestergov.com/beelinebus. 
For special Metro-North packages 

to Playland, call 800-METRO-
INFO. 

LARCHMONT, NY -- Larchmont 
Mayor Liz Feld, a candidate for New 
York State Senate in Westchester’s 
37th District, addressed friends and 
supporters at the grand opening 
of her state senate campaign 
headquarters the morning of August 
2, 2008, in Larchmont. 
   Mayor Feld, a mother of three, 
has been a leading proponent for 
property tax relief and fundamental 

Mayor Liz Feld Hosts Grand Opening 
of State Senate Campaign HQ

Says Campaign is  
“Referendum on Property Taxes, State Government Inaction”

spending reform in New York 
State.  
   The 37th State Senate District 
includes the towns/villages/cities 
of Briarcliff Manor, Ossining, 
Chappaqua, New Castle, North 
Castle, Port Chester, White 
Plains, Rye, Rye Brook, Harrison, 
Mamaroneck, Larchmont, 
Scarsdale, and New Rochelle. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Businessman and community leader, 
Anthony Pilla urged his opponent, 
incumbent Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin, to end her summer vacation 
and return to Albany to deal with the 
serious economic issues that New 
Yorkers are facing.  Pilla stated, “it 
is remarkable and sad that Governor 
Paterson had to use his executive 
authority to compel the New York 
State Assembly and Ms. Paulin to 
return to Albany to take care of the 
People’s business,” noting that the 
New York State Senate had already 
announced that it was returning on 
August 8, 2008. 
   Pilla further stated “it was 
gratifying to hear the Governor 
echo my call to the Assembly 
when he said, ‘we’re going to end 

Pilla Demands Property Tax Relief  
for New Yorkers

legislators’ vacations and bring 
them back to Albany to reprioritize 
the way we manage the state’s 
finances.’  Pilla continued, “that the 
Assembly and Ms. Paulin rejected 
what 74% of New Yorkers want 
and desperately need. It is simply; 
because one man, Shelly Silver, 
refused to listen to the will of the 
people.  As I have said before, for 
far too long, the New York State 
Legislature has been a Tyranny 
masquerading as a Democracy; it is 
time for Amy Paulin to either stand 
up for her constituents or to step 
down. The Governor announced a 
staggering $26.2 billion, three year 
budget deficit, and thanks to the 
tax and spend mentality of Albany, 
it should be no surprise to anyone 
who is going to pick up the bill; the 

taxpayers.”   
   Pilla concluded by saying, “The 
skyrocketing property taxes of the 
last few years will be dwarfed by the 
increases that the nearly $30 billion 
State budget deficit will trigger; if 
we do not act immediately to cap 
your property taxes, our seniors 
will be forced out of their homes, 
our families will have to decide 
whether to buy milk, gas or pay 
their taxes, and our children will 
have to relocate because they can 
no longer afford to live in the towns 
and villages they grew up in.  That 
cannot be allowed to happen, and as 
your assemblyman, I will not allow 
that to happen.”  

“Today isn’t just about receiving 
equipment.  We celebrate the 
heroism, patriotism, and courage 
of Terry Farrell and the great work 
that continues to be done in his 
honor through the Terry Farrell 
Firefighters Fund.  These cameras 
will make your work environment 
much safer, and possibly one day, 
save one of your lives.” 
   The Terry Farrell Firefighters 
Fund was established in memory 
of Terry Farrell, a decorated 
member of Rescue 4/FDNY and 
Chief of the Dix Hills Volunteer 
Fire Department. Terry, along with 
342 of his brothers, perished on 

Terry Farrell Firefighters Fund 
Presents Thermal Imaging Cameras

September 11, 2001, in the World 
Trade Center attack.  The fund is 
set up to assist firefighters and their 
families with educational, medical 
and equipment needs. They support 
the firefighters who serve our 
communities. 
   “The Fund exists for you guys, 
the firefighters…that is why we’re 
here,” said Brian Farrell.  “Whatever 
firefighters need, we are going to 
try to help, and Mount Vernon is no 
exception.”  
   The K1000 ELITE is truly a 
superior thermal imager. It has 
the best resolution in the market 
at 76,800 pixels and ground 

breaking TruView color, it allows 
for heightened degrees of safety 
that firefighters have come to 
rely on. The camera can produce 
still images above 2,000°F scene 
temperatures.  The cameras are 
valued at approximately $11,000 
each. 
   Chief Al Everett said that the 
cameras “would be put to work 
immediately,” and that personnel 
had already been trained in their 
use. 
   For more information about the 
Terry Farrell Firefighters Fund go 

to www.terryfarrellfund.org.

DOBBS FERRY, NY – Language 
barriers, decades of age, and 
cultural differences would not 
deter visiting Japanese collegians 
from the residents of St. Cabrini 
Nursing Home (SCNH).   Affection 
bridged the divide when the young 
people from Tokyo and the elder 
population resident at SCNH joined 
together over making origami, 
singing and dancing at the non-
profit skilled nursing facility.    
   The bonding came during the 
twentieth annual educational visit 
to SCNH by participants  in a 
distinctive summer program of 
Fordham University’s Institute for 
Japanese and American Studies 
and the school’s Ravazzin Center 
for Social Work Research in 
Aging, in Tarrytown, NY.  The 
students from Sunshine and Nagoy 
Colleges and Tokyo University 
of Social Welfare, headed by a 
Fordham alumnus, divide their time 
between presentations by Fordham 
specialists and observations of social 
service, health care and educational 
programs in New York and Boston.  
   St. Cabrini staff gave the visitors an 

Japanese Students Build Bonds Erasing Language, 
Decades, and Cultures at St. Cabrini

overview of heath and eldercare and 
led them on a tour of the building, 
including the recently completed 
area’s of its Major Modernization 
Project. The students made origami 
with Adult Day Health Center 
registrants, and in traditional dress, 
enjoyed song and dance with the 
residents during a Happy Hour party.  
   St. Cabrini Nursing Home is 
sponsored by the Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and is 
part of a long tradition of caring for 
the elderly and chronically ill. 

Photo top right: St. Cabrini 
resident Marion Villane enjoys a 
visit with new friend, Tomohiro 

Terado, one of the visiting 
Japanese social work students.

 
Lower right: St. Cabrini resident 
Yolanda Mosiello with Japanese 

student Mina Hashimoto

YONKERS, NY -- In 2007, a 
“drought” made its presence known 
in food banks throughout America. 
Cuts in certain federal funding, and 
the increased pangs of hunger left 
pantry shelves bare, and families 
hungry. The Food Bank of New York, 
one of New York’s largest providers 
of local food pantries marked a 55 
percent increase in the number of 
New Yorkers who have difficulty 
affording food. Surprisingly this 
group is comprised of mostly 
middle income households that are 
struggling to deal with the rise of 
the cost of living. 
   To respond to this rising need, 
youth peace-builders are working 

Youth Peace Builders Meeting Demand 
of Critical Food Shortage

By George J. Brunner

with the Global Peace Festival 
to launch an ongoing initiative 
called “A Million Acts of Service 
and Kindness (millionacts.org).” 
They are coming out full force in 
the Yonkers community to host a 
city-wide food drive. They will be 
accepting donations at the following 
food pantries: Pressley Memorial 
Church, 38 Warburton Ave., St. 
Peter’s Church, 91 Ludlow St., 
and Community Memorial Baptist 
Church, 132 Waverly St. They will 
also be placing themselves at local 
grocery stores around Yonkers. 
   Please donate non-perishable 
items only. Most in need items are 
canned fish or meat, boxed meals 

(pasta, potatoes, rice), canned meals 
(stews, meaty soups, chili, mac and 
cheese), canned vegetables and 
fruit, 100% Fruit Juice in plastic 

bottles or juice boxes. 

To make a food donation please 
call, Riko Burke at (917) 359-2450 

or direct email to
 a.riko.burke@gmail.com.  

http://www.rayblue.com
mailto:dr.randi@hotmail.com
http://www.htmplayers.com/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soulmate_%28song%29
http://www.ryeplayland.org/
http://www.ryeplayland.org/
http://www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus
http://www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus
http://www.terryfarrellfund.org/
http://millionacts.org
mailto:a.riko.burke@gmail.com


HELP SAVE Mount Vernon SPORTS!!! 

$950,000 is needed, $300,000 by August 10, 2008

For Information Contact:
(914) 665-6786 or dgrand@mtvernoncsd.org

Send Tax Deductible Donations to: 
The Mount Vernon Educational Foundation, Inc.  

P.O. Box 476 Fleetwood Station 
Mt. Vernon, NY 10552

Write Sports in Memo Section of Check

The Mark Brent Dolinsky Memorial 
Foundation Gives Grant to RCS
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MOUNT KISCO, NY -- Richmond 
Community Services recently 
received a $2,250 grant from The 
Mark Brent Dolinsky Memorial 
Foundation to fund musical therapy 
for adolescents. The announcement 
was made last week by President & 
CEO Edward Spauster, Ph.D.
   The funds will be put to immediate 
use at RCS’s residence at 919 N. 
Broadway in Yonkers, where 84 
children and adults with significant 
intellectual and physical disabilities 
receive assistance around the 
clock. 
   “We’re grateful to The Mark 
Dolinsky Memorial Foundation 
for two reasons,” said Dr. Spauster.  
“First, its grant will enable us to 
build on the gains music therapy has 
produced for the people we serve.  
And second, receiving support from 
an organization widely respected 
for effectively addressing hurdles 
encountered by area teens is a very 
positive stamp of approval for 
Richmond.” 
   “We are delighted to be awarding 
this grant to Richmond Community 
Services,” noted Muriel Dolinsky, 
foundation president.  “It continues 
our 26-plus year history of meeting 
the needs of adolescents within 
Westchester.”

14 year-old resident of Richmond Community 
Services in Yonkers being entertained by the agency’s 

music therapist, Beverly Poyerd

   Formed in 1981 
in honor of Mark 
Brent Dolinsky, 
who was fatally 
struck by a 
speeding car 
at age 15, the 
foundation has 
since awarded 
more than 
$275,000 to 
individuals and 
o rgan iza t ions 
that serve young 
people. 
   According to 
Elyse Allbee, 
R i c h m o n d ’ s 
manager of 
recreation and 
v o l u n t e e r s , 
the Dolinsky 
Foundation grant 
will enable the 
agency to add 
art and dance 
elements to its music program. 
These activities, she added, help 
residents socialize and improve 
self-esteem as they acquire new 
skills.
   Richmond Community Series is 
a leader in meeting the life-long 
needs of children and adults with 

significant intellectual and physical 
disabilities. It was founded in 1973, 
and is headquartered in Mount 
Kisco, N.Y.  

For more information about 
Richmond Community 

Services visit thttp://www.
richmondcommserve.org 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- On 
Friday morning, August 1, 2008, 
Mount Vernon City Mayor, the 
Honorable Mayor Clinton I. Young 
Jr. swore in seven  new police 
officers. The new hires represent a 
group of candidates from all walks 
of life and experiences, many of 
who have college experience. The 
new hires will bring the Mount 
Vernon Police Department up to 
compliment an additional seven 
positions funded by NY State 
Criminal Justice Grants.
   The following hires will allow the 
Mount Vernon Police Department 
to continue to use NY State DCJS 
funding for the highly successful 
Field Intelligence and Anti-Gang 
Officer initiatives, as well as a 
newly funded truancy enforcement 
officer.
    Police Commissioner David E. 
Chong said, “The ability to provide 
the best policing resources to our 
community, that is actual police 
officers on the street, speaks to the 
Mayor’s commitment to abating 
crime and ensuring public safety.  

Mayor Young Hires 7 Police Officers

These recruits will have entered the 
Westchester Department of Public 
Safety Police Academy on Monday, 
August 5, 2008, and will be expected 
to graduate in early December; just 
in time for foot patrols during the 
busy holiday season.
   Mayor Young stated, “The Public 
Safety and quality of life for all 
residents and visitors to this city 
will always be a top priority of 

this administration. In order for the 
Police Department to be effective, 
staffing levels must be maintained.  
As always, these young recruits 
will be held to the highest levels 
of integrity and expected to serve 
the community with respect and 
honor.”
   The Ceremony took place on the 
steps of Mount Vernon City Hall.

YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers 
Police Department announced the 
addition of five new officers to the 
force. Mayor Phil Amicone joined 
Police Commissioner Edmund 
Hartnett to officially swear in the 

Mayor Amicone Swears
Five New Hires to Yonkers 

Police Department
new hires at a ceremony conducted 
in the Mayor’s Ceremonial 
Courtroom. 
   The following is a list of the 
Probationary Police Officer 
appointments:  

Thomas Burke #920 
Anthony Intervallo #170 
DeWayne Shinault #722 
Joseph Sylvestri #983 
Robert Woska #265

http://www.richmondcommserve.org/
http://www.richmondcommserve.org/
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$5 billion urban renaissance 
unfolds, to public schools once 
again excelling, to an intensive 
public safety effort that is now 
paying tangible dividends, signs 
of progress are sprouting all across 
the too-often-overlooked neighbor 
of the Big Apple. This isn’t your 
father’s Yonkers any longer. 
   “Yonkers is once again a city 
with a future. We’re building here 
because we see great, untapped 
opportunity and potential in a great 
location. But what sealed the deal 
for us was that Yonkers made it 
clear they really wanted us – and 
they backed it up with meaningful 
help,” said Arthur Collins II, 
President of Collins Enterprises 
LLC, developers of Collins II on 
the Yonkers waterfront.
   On a macro level, it is developers 
like Arthur Collins II, who are 
literally raising Yonkers to new 
heights. But on an individual level, 
it boils down to people like Marla 
Hurban, who has chosen to send her 
children to public school in a system 
once dismissed as substandard.
   “We have great pride in the public 
school system in Yonkers and the 
tremendous achievements our 
students make on a daily basis,” 
said Hurban, who has also served 
on the Yonkers Council of PTA’s.  
“People focus on the negative far 
too often without acknowledging 
the fact that our students do indeed 
receive an excellent education.”
A Tide Turns
  Yonkers was always blessed with 
several geographic and man-made 
advantages that made it an ideal city 
for development: direct proximity to 
New York City, easy access by road 
with the New York State Thruway 
and four major parkways passing 
through its borders, and four major 
airports within 30 miles. But, like 
thousands of communities across 
the northeast, it never quite got a 
handle on what to do when industry 
and jobs left town. 

Mean Streets into Main Streets
   Yonkers experienced two decades 
of economic decline, with former 
19th and early 20th century 
industrial areas downtown and 
on the waterfront lying fallow or 
underutilized. Along the Nepperhan 
Avenue corridor, at one time home 
to world-famous textile and carpet 
mills, once-magnificent factory 
buildings had been converted 
into unappealing self-storage 
warehouses. Basic ingredients of 
a city’s appeal – like cleanliness 
– were being forgotten: the city 
neither provided refuse collection 
service for stores and businesses, 
nor held private 
c o n t r a c t o r s 
responsible for 
timely pickup. 
As a result, 
garbage littered 
the curbs. Graffiti 
was prevalent. 
F u r t h e r 
e x a c e r b a t i n g 
the failing city’s 
woes was its 
g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
reputation for 
cronyism. 
   But the community’s natural 
attributes remained, awaiting 
the right moment. A new city 
administration took office in 
2004 determined to bring about 
a resurgence, and to end the 
years of dysfunctional intramural 
squabbling that had long dominated 
local politics and hobbled growth 
efforts. 
   New mayor Philip Amicone, in 
addition to adopting a zero tolerance 
policy on graffiti and instituting 
prompt commercial refuse pickup, 
introduced a new, business-like 
approach to real estate developers 
and businesses. Recognizing 
that large-scale developers and 
companies have many options in 
choosing their locations, Yonkers 
took on a proactive, competitive, 
stance. The city declared its 

eagerness to work in partnership 
with the private sector toward 
growth projects that would benefit 
taxpayers and residents as well as 
those businesses willing to step 
forward and invest in the future. The 
new administration also adopted a 
policy of forging intergovernmental 
relationships that would provide 
substantial amounts of public 
seed money for new development. 
Perhaps most critical, Mayor 
Amicone set in motion a master 
planning process to renew the city 
through massive redevelopment. 
The plan was sweeping but simple: 

redevelop the 
city’s key areas 
and restore to 
past glory its 
greatest assets: 
large swaths of 
downtown and 
the waterfront. 
   Four years later, 
Mayor Amicone 
stands at the helm 
of a dramatic 
rebirth. A new 
downtown is 
taking form; long-

dreamed of waterfront development 
and rebirth is at last a reality, and 
a 21st century tech industry hub is 
rising where legacies of the glorious 
19th century industrial era once sat 
vacant and rotting. 
Among the major projects carried 
out since 2004: 
   The $17 million relocation, with 
700 jobs for Yonkers, of leading 
plastic display manufacturer Diam 
International. 
   The successful start of a 
revitalization of the entire 
Nepperhan Valley district, the 
historic but seriously underutilized 
110-acre industrial site situated 
strategically between downtown, 
the waterfront, and Ridge Hill. 
Nepperhan Valley was rechristened, 
and reconceptualized, as nValley – 
a high tech corridor for the new 

and cutting edge businesses that 
are creating tomorrow’s technology 
future. 
   The relocation of Atlantis 
Worldwide, a manufacturer of 
medical imaging and radiology 
technology, to the nValley area. 
   Completion of major new 
residential, commercial and public 
developments in the southwest 
quadrant, the oldest part of the city. 
   Completion of a 600-car parking 
garage adjacent to Station Plaza. 
   The launch of direct high-speed 
ferry service to and from Manhattan’s 
financial district, 
in partnership 
with the Port 
Authority of New 
York and New 
Jersey. 
   66 Main, a $45 
million project 
that transforms 
Main Street with a 
ten-story building 
c o m b i n i n g 
r e s i d e n t i a l , 
commercial and 
retail space. This 
project includes 
a health club and 
154-space parking facility. 
   With all this activity, 
unemployment in Yonkers is low 
– the lowest in New York State. 
Five thousand more residents are 
now employed than four years ago, 
and one centerpiece project alone, 
Ridge Hill Village, has created a 
large number of construction jobs 
in addition to the permanent jobs 
it is expected to produce upon its 
completion.
    People from out of town are voting, 
favorably, with their feet – they’re 
coming to Yonkers.  Yonkers, along 
with New York City, is the state’s 
only major city that can boast both 
job and population growth in recent 
years.  
The Master Plan 
   Central to the emerging new 

Yonkers is an unusually ambitious 
$5 billion dollar master plan 
encompassing 500 acres of land. It 
aims to reinvent the downtown area 
and send waves of redevelopment 
rippling across the city to trigger 
waterfront area revitalization and 
accelerate the rebirth of the new 
high-tech hub in the now underused 
Nepperhan Avenue corridor.
   The heart of the plan is a new 
downtown focal point, the area 
surrounding City Hall, which is 
shedding its old name of “Chicken 
Island” to be reborn as River Park 

Center. The largest 
development in 
the city’s history, 
it is a $1.6 billion, 
two million square 
foot mega-project 
that includes an 
11-story retail, 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
and parking 
complex capped 
by two 50-story 
apartment towers 
and a minor league 
baseball stadium. 
Groundbreaking is 
expected in 2008.  

Struever Brothers — the same team 
that virtually invented modern 
large-scale downtown rebirth with 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor — Fidelco 
Group and local developer Louis 
Capelli are primarily responsible 
for the project’s development as 
Master Developer. 
   Winding through River Park 
Center, currently underground, 
is the Saw Mill River. It is to be 
uncovered and “daylighted” with 
landscaping, to create a pedestrian-
friendly Riverwalk destination with 
open space, boutique retail and café 
dining.
   Reinvigorating the downtown 
Main Street in a way that preserves 
the best of the old while injecting 
new vitality is a key element 
of the long-term plan. “A true 

downtown provides options,” 
said Mayor Amicone. “We’re 
bringing in big time entertainment 
and retail options. But we’re also 
being very careful to hold onto the 
small businesses that have made 
their living in Yonkers for many 
decades. We want a healthy mix of 
small boutique shops, mom and pop 
stores, office as well as large format 
retail.” 
   Change is palpable today at Forest 
City Ratner’s Ridge Hill Village, a 
billion dollar mega-project now 
under construction. Commercial and 
residential buildings will encircle a 
town square, just minutes from the 
New York State Thruway and 30 
minutes from midtown Manhattan. 
Ridge Hill Village will feature a 
175-room hotel, 1,000 market rate 
condominium units, 20,000 square 
foot conference center, and 160,000 
square feet of renovated research 
and office space, as well as 1.2 
million square feet of retail space, 
all perched on a hilltop.  Among the 
retailers who have already signed 
leases are National Amusements, 
Whole Foods Market, L.L. Bean, 
Banana Republic and New York & 
Company.
   Evidence of an emerging new 
era can also be spotted nightly on 
the once-ramshackle Hudson River 
waterfront, where Xaviars X20, 
renowned restaurateur Peter X. 
Kelly’s newest temple to cuisine, 
soars dramatically atop a landmark 
Victorian-era pier. X20 attracts 
visitors from all over the region – 
many of whom have not set foot in 
Yonkers for years, particularly the 
blighted waterfront area that Metro 
North commuters looked at askance 
on their way to Dobbs Ferry and 
more attractive suburbs to the north. 
Also elevating the waterfront is 
Collins II, a fully leased, residential 
project on the waterfront that is set 
to open in June 2008.

Yonkers is once again 
a city with a future

— Mayor Phil 
Amicone

see Mean Streets Pg. 8
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   Developers and city planners are 
eyeing several other waterfront 
locations for an expansion of the 
renaissance in progress. Point Street 
Landing, a $900 million project calls 
for a network of apartment towers, 
stores and public parks, spanning 
a 16-acre site between the Metro-
North rail tracks and the Hudson 
River.  It will include more than 
1,000 housing units, 40,000 square 
feet of retail, and 50,000 square 
feet of office space in six buildings 
ranging from 12-to-26 stories. The 
complex will be bordered by more 
than two acres of new parkland.  
Dozens of acres of open space will 
feature public art and showcase 
such natural resources as the 
Hudson River. 
Other major projects now under 
way or in the advanced planning 
stages include:
   The nearly completed $185 million 
rebirth of the 100 acre Yonkers 
Raceway complex into Empire 
City Gaming at Yonkers Raceway. 
This gleaming 100,000 square foot 
casino features 5,500 video lottery 
terminals and several restaurants, 
adjoining a 21st century update 
of the famed race track complex 
itself. 
   The Cross County Shopping 
Center’s $250 million facelift adding 
220,000 additional square feet to its 
present 1.19 million square feet. 
Compared to other retail centers in 
the area, the restoration will position 
Cross Country Shopping Center as 
the preeminent and largest retail 
destination for Westchester County, 
compared with New Roc City’s 
1.2 million square feet and The 
Westchester’s 1.0 million square 
feet. 
   Plans for $160 million in much 
needed public improvements 
that include 5,000 public parking 
spaces, a sanitary sewer, a 
storm drain, water distribution 
improvements, roadways, bridges 
and traffic improvements and more. 
These much needed improvements 
will be paid for through Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF), an 
innovative financing tool that has 
been successfully used all over 
the country to pay for the public 
work required to support new 
development, particularly in older 

Mean Streets into Main Streets
From Page 7

cities. 
   The federally funded upgrading 
of Ashburton Avenue, a major 
gateway corridor providing access 
from the East to the downtown and 
waterfront areas. 
   Continuing evolution of the 
nValley area, with row after row of 
handsome historic mill buildings 
renovated with care for adaptive 
re-use as office and residential loft 
apartments. 
The next stages of the Post Office 
Square area, with more mixed-
use development and commuter 
parking. 
   Enhancement of the area 
immediately surrounding the 
Metro-North Ludlow Station, with 
new residential and retail uses that 
would not affect the existing Ludlow 
Park residential neighborhood. 
   The Yonkers re-emergence 
runs deeper than the construction 
and development boom. Equally 
impressive improvements have 
taken place in a former notoriously 
ineffective municipal function, 
education – as well as in public 
safety and overall quality of life. 
The Public School System 
   Newcomer residents today find an 
education system that has overcome 
great obstacles, and transformed 
itself from an acknowledged 
weakness into a source of pride for 
Yonkers.
   Over two decades ago, Yonkers 
was involved in a segregation case 
that marred its reputation across 
the country and led to oversight 
of its practices from the federal 
courts. With eyes watching over 
their shoulders, failure was not an 
option. 
   In May 2007, over 25 years after 
the case, that oversight was officially 
lifted. Not only would the court no 
longer monitor the public schools, 
but it would acknowledge that 
the city’s actions had “drastically 
altered Yonkers for the better.” 
   “The top issue for people in 
Yonkers, as with most places, is 
always education,” said Mayor 
Amicone. “People want to know 
that they can send their children to 
public schools that will give them 
the best possible chance to succeed 
in a global economy and society, 
and we’re working hard to meet 

that expectation.” 
The Amicone administration 
launched an education reform 
initiative. Among the schools’ 
recent achievements since then: 
   The Yonkers Public Schools were 
applauded for having the highest 
percentage of highly qualified 
teachers of the state’s five largest 
School Districts at 99.4%. 
   Yonkers Public Schools students 
outperformed those of the other 

Big 5 on the New York State fourth 
through eighth grade English 
Language Arts and mathematics 
examinations.
   The New York State Education 
Department and the Board of 
Regents recognized Saunders 
Trades and Technical High School 
as one of New York State’s 795 
“high performing/gap closing” 
schools.  
   Yonkers High School was 
recognized as one of New York 
State’s 272 Title 1 Schools that met 
the criteria for designation as “high 
performing/gap closing” for the 
past two years.  
   The United States Department 
of Education selected the Yonkers 
Public Schools to be a recipient of 
the “Teaching American History 
Grant.” 
   Ninety-five percent (95%) or 36 

seniors of the eligible 38 Diploma 
Candidates for the prestigious 
International Baccalaureate 
Programme Diploma (IB) at Yonkers 
High School received IB Diplomas 
in July 2006. This represents 23% 
of the graduating class. 
Sixteen students in the Yonkers 
Public Schools have earned the 
designation of AP Scholar by the 
College Board in recognition of 
their exceptional achievement 

on the college-level Advanced 
Placement Program (AP) Exams. 
   The New York State Education 
Department elected to fund the 
Yonkers Public Schools “Learn 
and Serve America: K-12 School-
Based” program. 
Inclusion classes provide instruction 
for special education and general 
education students in an integrated 
setting. 
   Art and Music programs were 
restored and enhanced. 
   Comprehensive Alternative 
Reform Educational (C.A.R.E) 
program, a new twilight high 
school, was initiated to provide a 
viable alternative for those students 
who have family responsibilities 

and may have to work during 
the traditional school day, and to 
enable more students to meet and 
exceed graduation requirements 
at one third the cost of the former 
alternative program. 
   The turnaround isn’t over yet, 
with Mayor Amicone pledging 
to continue pressing forward 
with reforms and improvements. 
“Education has been and will 
continue to be one of my top 
priorities,” he said. “With reform 
measures in place, our public 
schools will continue their steady 
improvement, offering parents 
a quality, neighborhood-centric 
public education that will enable 
their children to succeed in today’s 
world.” 
Public Safety 
   Public safety is a priority in all 
communities. But in Yonkers, 
it was an essential part of the 
planned renaissance. Led by Police 
Commissioner Edmund Hartnett, 
Yonkers can now lay claim to 
substantial reductions in nearly 
every major crime category, with 
double-digit reductions in both 
property crime and crimes against 
persons throughout the city in 2007.  
Today, Yonkers is among the safest 
big cities in the country with a crime 
rate that is substantially lower than 
the national average for cities of its 
size. 
   Overall crime was down 13% 
citywide in 2007, with each of the 
city’s four precincts experiencing 
double digit crime reduction.  Most 
significantly, shootings were down 
32% and overall violent crime 
declined 10% citywide, including a 
10% reduction in the Third Precinct 
that comprises Southwest Yonkers.  
   “We have one of the best Police 
Departments in the country led by 
one of the top law enforcement 
professionals in Commissioner 
Hartnett.  I’m most proud of 
how Yonkers’ finest have taken 
a tough, zero tolerance approach 
to violence—particularly gun 
violence—in Southwest Yonkers.  
Because of their vigilance, Yonkers 
residents can be confident that 

their streets are now safer,” Mayor 
Amicone said. 
   Commissioner Hartnett recently 
outlined the strategies and 
procedures he felt were most 
responsible for the crime reduction.  
Key among these was the addition 
of 38 new police officers to Yonkers 
streets since the beginning of 2007.  
Also of significance, according to 
Commissioner Hartnett was the 
reassignment of uniformed officer 
in each precinct to a plainclothes 
detail.  The new plain clothes 
details focus resources on crimes 
particular to their precinct.  The 
resulting increase in arrests has 
removed criminals from the streets, 
often times before they have had the 
opportunity to commit more serious 
offenses.
   A renewed focus on violent crimes 
–particularly shootings – by the 
officers of the Street Crime Unit 
— has resulted in a dramatic drop 
in violent crime.  Field Intelligence 
Officers have also been able to gain 
invaluable insight into ongoing 
criminal activity by debriefing 
all prisoners – now standard 
procedure – in an attempt to gather 
intelligence.  Better intelligence 
gathering and more arrests are 
resulting from the merger of the 
Gang and Narcotics Units.  Hartnett 
noted that the intrinsic link between 
gangs and drugs, made this an easy 
decision.
   Finally, the Department has 
implemented the CompStat & New 
Records Management System.  The 
new statistical methodology of 
keeping tabs on crime is producing 
much more accurate and useful 
ways of tracking crime trends 
across all different categories and 
all parts of the city.  Combined 
with a new computerized records 
management system, crime fighting 
in Yonkers has now become a more 
exact science.
Fiscal Responsibility and Quality 
of Life 
   For years, Yonkers was plagued by 
frequent budget crises.  Just a few 

see Mean Streets Pg. 9
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Students in Young 
Engineers School 

Program 
Launch Rockets

Summer Movies

Outside on the Y’s Back Deck

Mats will be set up for the kids
(who are invited to come in their PJs or
favorite film-themed costumes).
Parents -- bring your own lawn chairs.

$7 per person
Including free popcorn and lemonade!

You can purchase tickets online with no service charge at

www.RiverdaleY.org

Enchanted
Thursday,
July 10,
8:00 pm

The Chronicles of Narnia
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
Sunday, July 20, 8:00 pm

School of Rock
Sunday,
August 17, 7:30 pm

The Princess
Bride
Thursday,
August 21,
7:30 pmRaindates:  If it is raining on the afternoon of a

scheduled outdoor show, check our website,
www.RiverdaleY.org, for information about whether
the movie will run and, if not, when it is rescheduled.

5625 Arlington Avenue (off 256 St., near Skyview), (718) 548-8200

AKC Registered
 

English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  
Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 

Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

As part of our expansion program, our company is 
looking for Part Time Work from home account man-
agers and sales representatives, it pays $500 a month 
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please 
contact us for more details. Requirements - Should be 

a computer literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet 
weekly. Must be over 19 yrs. of age. Must be efficient 

and dedicated. If you are interested and  
need more information.  

Direct email to Dan Frank: danfrank005@gmail.com.

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

We are looking for an Accounting/Sale’s  
Representative who can be working for us as a part 
time worker getting paid for your work while you 

maintain your regular job and work for us. 
If interested you can email us at  

mark-scott@live.com for more information. 
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Palisades Point Residential Towers

years ago the city reported record 
budget gaps, primarily because of 
dramatic funding shortfalls in the 
education system, culminating with 
a $125 million deficit in 2006.  The 
Amicone administration responded 
with budget cuts, tax increases 
and economic stimuli, balancing 
the budget with an 8% increase in 
revenue from 
New York State 
and a property 
tax increase on 
the local level. 
The moves 
have effectively 
ended the 
cycle of annual 
fiscal crises in 
Yonkers. 
   Yonkers 
has also 
concentrated on 
ensuring a high 
and sustainable 
quality of life 
for its residents. 
M a i n t a i n i n g 
p u b l i c 
infrastructure 
and improving the public parks 
have become a municipal priority. 
   Over the past four years, 
renovations have been made to over 
50 parks. Additionally, countless 
roads and sidewalks have been 
repaved and there has been careful 
attention to detail in the trimming 

of trees and maintaining an efficient 
snow removal plan. 
As part of this effort, Yonkers this 
year began a multi-year plan to 
convert athletic fields to all weather/
artificial turf fields that will allow 
for year-round little league and adult 
recreation programs. The city is also 
bringing Wi-FI internet access to 

select public locations throughout 
the city. An initiative Mayor 
Amicone announced last year will 
set aside 5% of all development 
land as new open space. 
   Working to revive cultural 
resources as well, the city is working 
with the owner and other parties, 

including the federal government, 
to secure funding to restore and 
reopen the historic Proctor Theater, 
a 900 seat opera house style theater 
that has been closed for many years, 
as a performing arts venue. 
More Work to Do 
   While Yonkers has made 
tremendous progress, much still 

needs to be 
accompl i shed 
before the 
renaissance can 
be considered 
complete. 
   In order to 
continue its 
rapid growth, 
the city needs 
to keep finding 
innovative ways 
to spur economic 
development and 
entice outside 
developers to 
invest in the 
city’s future.    
For that reason, 
the city’s 
project team has 

introduced Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) as a tool to help finance new 
projects and public improvements 
throughout the city. 
   The TIF has been used around 
the country to stimulate growth in 
local economies by using projected 
tax revenue from proposed 

River Park Center
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developments to finance the public 
improvement and infrastructure 
necessary for projects. This would 
be among the first times the TIF 
was utilized for development in 
New York State. 
   The City Council began the formal 
public review period for the EIS, 
which includes the TIF – and both 
the Yonkers IDA 
and the Mayor’s 
office hope this 
measure will 
be approved 
and that the 
Master Plan 
can continue to 
move forward. 
   Yonkers is 
a city that has 
a lot to offer 
its residents 
and visitors to 
New York. Its 
b r e a t h t a k i n g 
views of the 
Hudson River, a 
close proximity to New York City 
and the New York State Thruway, 
and an interesting history that 
makes the Yonkers renaissance 
an even more spectacular story of 
survival all lay the groundwork 
for a 21st century city filled with 
vibrant life. 
   The future of Yonkers and the 
success of the Master Plan will 
depend on a number of things. It 

will depend on the commitment 
of the city council and their 
willingness to vote for approvals 
that will make continued economic 
development possible. It will 
depend on the unwavering vision of 
the administration and its dedication 
to the hard work it will take to 
continue the Master Plan. And 

most importantly, it will take the 
people of the city and their belief 
that this is the right direction for 
Yonkers. Their belief that when it is 
completed, the transformation will 
make their homes more valuable, 
their children’s lives better, and 
that it will be a source of pride for 
them. 
   “Yonkers is already well on its 
way to becoming the next great 

city in the State of New York,” says 
Mayor Amicone.  “The best thing 
about our city is its people.  We have 
one of the most vibrant and diverse 
populations of any place I’ve been.   
Everything we’re doing now to 
grow our city – the reinvigoration 
of the economy, the expansion 
of our workforce, the continuing 

i m p r o v e m e n t 
of our school 
system and 
anything else 
that we’ll 
experience in 
the future, it’s 
all due to the 
strength and 
imagination of 
our people. 
“The people 
who have lived 
here for a long 
time, like I 
have, remember 
the bustling city 
that Yonkers 

was, and they are excited that we 
are moving in that direction again. 
This renewed energy and vitality is 
spilling over to our new residents 
as well. The future is brighter for 
Yonkers than at any point in our 
city’s history.”

the city would allow for a walk-
through, but added it “might be a 
good idea for a request,” especially 
if pictures were taken.  Jim Murphy 
added the building needs to have 
landmark status.  The importance of 
this Armory’s use after 9-ll should 
not be forgotten.
   Ron Tocci said he had an 
alternative plan for Echo Bay 
which would make it a “seaside 
village” modeled after the city’s 
sister city, La Rochelle, in France.  
It would contain shops, boutiques, 
restaurants, museums, and a 
community center.  His plan moved 
the City Yard to LeFevre Lane 
where a concrete “green” building 
with a municipal parking lot on 
top.  “Three story apartments may 

Saving the
New Rochelle Armory

be more economically viable.”  He 
promised a full fledged plan by the 
next meeting on August 11. 
   Councilman Lou Trangucci advised 
the group to make the citizens 
aware of the costs of the project 
and the developer’s plans to use the 
IDA tax incentives and financing.  
Phil Perrorazio, a Marine Corps 
Veteran and the owner of a Home 
Improvements LLC, related his 
experience serving on the advisory 
committee in Pelham when Forest 
City Ratner wanted to build an 
assisted living building.  Objections 
raised caused the developer, who 
had doubled the size of the building 
from the original plan, to withdraw 
from the proposal.  

bottles with fins and tubes attached. 
They added measured water for 
drag, and pumped specific levels 
of air pressure, which they use to 
determine future optimum condition 
for rocket design.
   Stephen May, technical education 
and math teacher, is teaching the 
unique summertime academy for 
middle school students, which is 
designed to meet the challenge of 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics - S.T.E.M.  
   Other designs covered in the 

enrichment academy include a 
tower construction in an earthquake 
challenge, hovercraft, aero racers, 
t-bot robotics, and sensors and 
instrumentation. 
   The program offered in two two-
week sessions at Albert Leonard 
Middle School during July is 
sponsored jointly by the School 
District, the New Rochelle Fund 
for Educational Excellence, the 
New Rochelle Youth Bureau, 
and the New Rochelle Parks and 
Recreation.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Mount Vernon City School District 
has selected James Rutter to serve 
as principal for the Mount Vernon 
High School. Mr. Rutter has 
extensive experience in managing 
school districts and leading urban 
schools.
   Mr. Rutter previously served as 
the Deputy Superintendent of the 
Lansing School District in Michigan. 
He has served as the superintendent 
of two school districts in Michigan 
and one in California. He also has 
served as a teacher and principal in 
the Michigan school district.
   As an educator Mr. Rutter 
established an alternative school 
model that focused on setting a 
high level of expectation for urban 
children. The school improved 
academic achievement, teacher 
expectations, parent involvement 
and grade level performance. The 
school was recognized nationally 
for its success in preventing student 
drop outs.
   Mr. Rutter also has been at the 
helm of individual schools and 
districts as they underwent a 

Veteran Educator to 
Lead Mount Vernon High 

School
District Taps Principal with More Than 30 

Years of Experience
restructuring process. Starting in 
2009 Mount Vernon High School 
will also undergo a restructuring 
process and be divided into three 
Learning Communities.
   Prior to his interview Mr. Rutter 
alerted district officials of allegations 
levied by a local weekly alternative 
newspaper that he plagiarized two 
education reports from national 
articles about education.  Lansing 
School District officials called the 
incident a misunderstanding and 
did not investigate or admonish Mr. 
Rutter. 
   “I am aware of a lapse in 
professional judgment,” Sawyer 
said. “However, in light of his 
candor in sharing the issue with 
the district and because of his 
unusual experience in the area of 
restructuring schools, it is important 
to take advantage of his unique 
skills. I am also honored to work 
with a board that governs with both 
professionalism and compassion.” 
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East Hartsdale Farmers  
Market Live Outdoor  

Music Series 
Live Music and Entertainment at the East Hartsdale  

Train Station Stage 

Saturdays in July, August, September and October 

Performances  (as of July 8, 2008)… 

 

 

July 12th – Jonathan Flaks:  One Dog, Man (Solo Performer) 

“A little bite of Classic Rock” – 10:00am to 2:00pm 

 

July 19th – Lois Colin and the Westchester Harp Ensemble – 

10:00am to 11:00am 

 

July 26th – Charles Montgomery – 12 noon to 2:00pm 

 

August 2nd – Julie Corbalis:  Rock & Pop 1950’s to present – 

10:00am to 11:30am 

Also; - Al Frankel, The Blues Dogs – 12:30pm to 2:00pm 

 

August 9th – Solar Punch – Solar Powered Environmentally 

Inspired Music with a Rock Flair 

 

September 6 th – Lois Colin (Time to be announced) 

 

September 13th – Jonathan Flaks (Time to be announced) 

 

October 11th – Ceasar Cantori – Emerging Jazz Artist (Time to be 

announced) 

 
We are looking for more jazz artists !    

Please contact Judith Bevil le,  Town Clerk at 993-1500 

 

 

Employment Opportunity
As part of our expansion program, a small company is looking for part 
time work from home account managers and sales representatives. It 
pays $3000 a month plus benefits and takes only a little of your time. 
Please contact us for more details. Requirements: should be computer 
literate; 2-3 hours access to the Internet weekly. Must be over 20yrs of 

age. Must be efficient and dedicated. If you are interested and need more 
information, please send e-mail to

elizabethfirm09@hotmail.com.

PORT JERVIS, NY and YONKERS, 
NY --  A nationwide electronics 
recycling program, designed to 
offer consumers a convenient, 
responsible way to recycle tens of 
millions of unwanted television 
sets, computer monitors and other 
consumer electronics products, was 
launched August 1, 2008 by LG 
Electronics USA, Inc. and Waste 
Management, Inc. (NYSE: WMI) 
Other makers of TVs, computers 
and electronics are also likely to 
follow suit by September when all 
50 states are expected to mandate 
electronics be disposed at 
recycling sites.   
   Developed with Waste 
Management’s subsidiary WM 
Recycle America LLC, the LG 
Electronics recycling program 
is being launched this month in 
160 locations across the country, 
and is expected to include 
recycling sites in all 50 states by 
September. The two local sites 
are:
* Waste Management A-1 
Compaction, 325 Yonkers Avenue, 
Yonkers, 914 423 2160
* Advanced Recovery, 41 Mechanic 
Street North, Port Jervis, 845 858 
8809
   “Our program encourages 
consumers to dispose of unwanted 
electronics in an environmentally 
responsible manner,” said Teddy 
Hwang, president, LG Electronics 
USA. The multimillion-dollar 
U.S. recycling commitment by LG 
Electronics “reflects LG’s global 
sustainability initiative that also 
encompasses energy conservation, 
reduction of hazardous substances 
and responsible product designs,” 
he said. 
   Patrick DeRueda, president of 
WM Recycle America notes,” 
By recycling used, unwanted, 
obsolete or damaged electronic 
equipment, useful materials such 
as glass, metals and plastics may 
be recovered for reuse in other 
products.  Reuse minimizes the 
amount of waste disposed, while 
also reducing the amount of raw 
materials extracted as well as 
energy required to make new 
materials.  Additionally, material 

LG Launch Nationwide Electronics Recycling 
Program with Waste Management’s Recycle America 

Comprehensive Collection Program Provides 
Convenient Approach for Take-Back of Obsolete Equipment

reuse reduces the production of 
greenhouse gases.”
    The LG Electronics Recycling 
Program (www.LGusa.com/
green) provides consumers with 
a convenient way of recycling 
their used, unwanted, obsolete 
or damaged consumer electronic 
products by dropping them off at 
a designated Waste Management 
eCycling Center. 
   Products recycled free-of-charge 
to consumers include LG, Zenith 
and Goldstar brands of televisions, 
monitors, audio equipment, video 

cassette players and recorders, DVD 
players and recorders, combination 
TV/VCR and TV/DVD units, 
set top boxes and accessories 
associated with those products. The 
LG-WM Recycle America program 
also allows consumers to recycle 
other manufacturers’ consumer 
electronics products for a modest 
fee. 
   Waste Management already has 
scores of designated drop-off sites 
across the United States and plans 
to have at least one drop-off site in 
each state over the next six weeks. 
The number of sites will continue to 
be expanded over time. A goal of the 
LG-WM Recycle America program 
is to have a recycling center within 
20 miles of 95 percent of the U.S. 
population. A list of drop-off 
locations for the LG Electronics 
Recycling program is available at 
http://www.wm.com/wm/takeback/
locationlist.xls. 
   “People are seeking services to 
help them recycle electronic waste 
responsibly and economically,” 
said Patrick DeRueda, president 
of WM Recycle America. “This 
program serves consumers’ needs 
by offering a convenient and 

cost-effective waste management 
solution, while demonstrating our 
shared commitment to providing 
outstanding customer service 
and leadership in environmental 
stewardship.” 
   As the technology industry sees 
continued growth, the amount of 
electronic waste is also increasing, 
DeRueda explained. A study by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency showed that in 2005, used 
or unwanted electronics amounted 
to about 1.9 to 2.2 million tons. Of 
that, some 1.5 to 1.9 million tons 

was primarily discarded in landfills, 
and only 345,000 to 379,000 tons 
were recycled. 
   DeRueda said the LG Electronics 
Recycling Program, the latest in a 
series of manufacturer and retailer 
agreements with WM Recycle 
America, has sweeping benefits. 
“By recycling used, unwanted, 
obsolete or damaged electronic 
equipment, useful materials such 
as glass, metals and plastics may 
be recovered for reuse in other 
products,” 
he said. “Reuse minimizes the 
amount of waste disposed, while 
also reducing the amount of raw 
materials extracted as well as energy 
required to make new materials.    
   Additionally, material reuse 
reduces the production of 
greenhouse gases.” 
   “That means LG and Waste 
Management are doing their 
part to improve recycling and 
reduce the environmental impact 
of waste products,” added LG’s 
Hwang. “The explosive growth of 
electronics products over the years, 
coupled with the rapid replacement 
of tens of millions of analog TVs 
as consumers upgrade to flat-panel 

HDTVs underscores the need for 
companies like LG to provide 
responsible end-of-life solutions.” 
   The electronic materials collected 
for LG will be processed in an 
environmentally responsible manner 
at Waste Management facilities that 
are ISO 14001 and 9001 certified; 
that protects the local environment 
in those communities along with 
the people handling this waste. 
   Consumers may drop off up to 
five LG, Zenith or GoldStar-brand 
items at a time. To locate the nearest 
recycling center, consumers may 

call toll free, 1-877-439-2795. 
For no fee recycling, consumers 
also may mail products to WM 
Recycle America eCycling 
locations in Minneapolis, 
Denver, Oklahoma City and 
Springfield, Mass. 
   LG mobile phones and other 
handheld devices, as well as LG 
home appliances are covered by 
other take-back and recycling 
programs. Mobile phone 

recycling information is available 
at: http:us.lge.com/about/mobile_
recycle_program.jsp. (Under LG’s 
mobile phone recycling program, 
any brand of cell phone, GPS unit 
or PDA device may be dropped off 
at WM Recycle America locations. 
Waste Management will ship those 
items to LG Electronics’ recycler 
for recycling.) Appliance recycling 
information is available at www.
aham.org.
   LG Electronics USA, Inc., based 
in Englewood Cliffs, N.J., is the 
North American subsidiary of LG 
Electronics, Inc., a global force 
and technology leader in home 
appliances, consumer electronics ad 
mobile communications. For more 
information, please visit www.
LGusa.com. 
   Waste Management, based in 
Houston, Texas, is the leading 
provider of comprehensive waste 
management services in North 
America. To learn more visit www.
wm.com or www.thinkgreen.com. 
   WM Recycle America is a 
subsidiary of Waste Management 
and is the largest recycler in North 
America. 

when it gets cold. My message to 
the legislature is that next year’s 
budget process starts now.
   New York’s families are already 
making the tough choices. Every 
time you fill up a tank of gas or 
go to the supermarket you are 
learning to do more with less. New 
Yorker’s are prioritizing spending 
every day. The lesser crowding 
of the New York State Thruway 
is an indication that too many of 
you have postponed holidays or 
canceled your vacations.
   Now your government is going 
to follow your lead. We are going 
to end the legislators’ vacations 
and bring them back to Albany to 
reprioritize the way we manage 
New York State’s finances. For 
too long we have done less with 
more and paid more for less. Now 
government will do what families 
have done when their incomes 

Transcript of Gov. David 
Paterson’s Address to 

New York State
have fallen – we will cut spending. 
Government will learn to do more 
with less.
   But I can’t do it alone; I need all of 
your help. I’m asking for the State 
leaders in the public and private 
sector, in labor, those who serve 
in Washington, owners of business 
and others to join us in this great 
effort.
   It is time for New York and other 
governments to cut up our credit 
cards. The era of buy now, pay 
later and later is over. The faster 
we address this crisis, the faster and 
stronger we will emerge from it. 
That is the path to a better and more 
prosperous New York.
   I’d like to thank the networks for 
extending me this opportunity and 
all of you for watching and listening 
this evening. 
   Good night.

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. 
House of Representatives today 
passed a bill introduced 
by Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Westchester/
Rockland) designating 
the “Charles L. Brieant, 
Jr. Federal Building 
and United States 
Courthouse.”
    “Judge Brieant’s 
legacy of patriotic 
service to our country 
and thoughtful 
jurisprudence must never be 
forgotten,” said Lowey.  “His long 
and distinguished legal record 
merits this important distinction.”
   Federal Judge Charles Brieant, Jr., 
a graduate of Columbia University 
and Columbia Law School, served 
in the United States Army Air Force 
during World War II. Appointed to 

“Charles L. Brieant, Jr. 
Federal Building and United 

States Courthouse”  
Bill Passes House

the federal judiciary by President 
Nixon in 1971, Judge Brieant 

served 37 years on the 
federal bench.  He rose 
to chief judge of the 
U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of New York, a court 
well-regarded for its 
legal prowess and well-
reasoned decisions.  
His thoughtful 
interpretation of the 

law often earned great 
praise, and the U.S. Supreme Court 
concurred with Brieant’s rulings six 
times.  
   A lifelong resident of Ossining, 
New York, Judge Brieant received 
many awards and honors including 
the Servant of Justice Award from 
the Guild of St. Ives in 1998 and 
the Edward Weinfeld Award for 
Distinguished Contributions to the 
Administration of Justice in 2006. 
   The House of Representatives’ 
passage of Lowey’s bill clears the 
bill for consideration by the U.S. 
Senate.  
   “I am hopeful and optimistic 
that the Senate will pass this bill 
and President Bush will sign it 
into law expeditiously so that we 
can properly honor this brilliant 
and distinguished jurist,” Lowey 
concluded.
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In Memoriam
Tina Bendick (nee Palumbo) of 
Yonkers died on Monday July 28, 
2008, at the age of 81. Born on 
November 20, 1926, to Francesco 
and Assunta Palumbo, in Naples, 
Italy. She has been a Yonkers resident 
for the last 60 Years. On October 21, 
1945, she married John A. Bendick 
in Naples, Italy; he died on June 
14, 1984. Mrs. Bendick worked 
as a teacher’s aide at St. Denis 
School for over 15 years. She was 
a Parishioner of St. Denis Church 
and a former member of the Parish 
Counsel, also the former president 
of their Mother’s Club. For over 
60 years she was involved with the 
American Legion Auxiliary, serving 
as past president of the Westchester 
County Division in 1969 – 1970, 
and again from 2004 to 2006. She 
was past president of the 9th district 
from 1979 - 1980. Tina was a 
volunteer who ran the Gift Shop at 
the Montrose V.A. for over 7 years. 
She was a full-time avid Mets fan 
and was so proud of her American 
citizenship and the American flag. 
Tina is survived by her three loving 
children: John (Madeline) Bendick 
(Ret. Capt. FDNY), Eva Vogel and 
Helen (Joseph) Barca (Capt. YPD) 
all of Yonkers. She was the proud 
“Nannie” of 10 grandchildren: 
Tara, Dana, Michael, Christopher, 
Annmarie, Jennifer, Matthew, John, 
Thomas and David and 12 great 
grandchildren: John T., Daniel, 

Madeline, Samantha, Joseph, 
Melissa, Jessica, Jaclyn, Samantha, 
Sergio, Ashley and Haley. She 
is survived by her brother Bruno 
Palumbo in Naples. Besides her 
husband, she is predeceased by 
three sisters and one brother in Italy. 
Visiting hours were conducted at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
both Wednesday & Thursday, July 
30 & 31, 2008. Mass of Christian 
Burial was held at St. Denis Church 
on Friday, August 1, 2008. Interment 
followed at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Donations can be made in Tina’s 
memory to the Franciscan Friars of 
the Renewal c/o St. Leopold Friary, 
239 Nepperhan Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10701. American Legion services 
were held on Thursday, July 31, 

2008. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 

10703. (914) 965-5488. 

Mildred Ann Dulak, “Millie” 
(Nee Lynch) of Yonkers died on 
Monday, July 21, 2008, at the 
age of 88. Born on July 26, 1919, 
to John and Mary (McMahon) 
Lynch, in Yonkers, where she was 
raised and graduated from Blessed 
Sacrament Academy. Mrs. Dulak 
worked as an Executive Secretary 
for the Andrus Children Home in 
Yonkers for over 20 years. On Jan. 
13, 1951, she married her loving 
husband Joseph S. Dulak Sr. in 

Sacred Heart Church in Yonkers. He 
died in 1999. She was a parishioner 
of Sacred Heart Church and was a 
former member of the Amackassin 
Club. Mrs. Dulak is survived by her 
4 loving sons: Joseph Jr. (Louise) of 
Yonkers, Gerard (Marie) of White 
Plains, Robert (Jill) of Westport, 
CT, and Kevin (Maureen) of Pearl 
River. She is also survived by her 
7 cherished grandchildren: John, 
James, Deirdre, Brenda, Tara, Keith 
and Kyle. Mildred has a sister-in-
law, Betty Dulak and her family of 
Port St. Lucie, FL; Dod-daughter 
Jacqueline Questo of New Jersey and 
Bruce Dulak of Yonkers and many 
nieces, nephews and cousins that 
survive her. She was predeceased 
by her grandson Joseph III (JT) 
in August of 2006 and her brother 
John (Jack) Lynch. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Wednesday, July 
23, 2008. Mass of Christian Burial 
in Sacred Heart Church on Friday, 
July 25, 2008;  Interment followed 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers donations can be made 
in Mildred’s memory to Hospice 
Care of Westchester/Putnam 100 
So. Bedford Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 

10549. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 

10703. (914) 965-5488. 
 

George R. Maskara of Yonkers 
died on Sunday, July 27, 2008, 
at age 80. Born on September 
13, 1927, to George and Mary 
(Boretsky) Maskara in Yonkers, 
where he was raised and educated 
and graduated from Saunders 
H.S. Mr. Maskara worked as a 
supervisor for the Water Treatment 
Plant for the City of Yonkers for 
over 27 years, retiring in 1987. On 
April 8, 1961, he married Patricia 
Ball in Sacred Heart Church, she 
survives, living in Yonkers. George 
was a parishioner of Sacred Heart 
Church and a member of their usher 
society, working the 5PM Saturday 
Mass. He was also a member of the 
Catholic Slovak Club and the North 
Yonkers Boys and Girls Club where 
he was a long time coach, and was 
awarded “Man of the Year” award 
in 1980. He was an avid NY Giants 
and Yankee fan. He is also a U.S. 
Army Veteran, serving in Japan 
during WWII. George was also a 
history buff, loved working in his 
garden, caring for his animals and 
was a great athlete playing semi 
pro baseball for the Hollows, a 
member at the Chippewa Club and 
St. Nick’s Social Club. Besides his 
wife Patricia, he is survived by his 
four children: Bob (Meg) Maskara 
of Milford Penn., Daniel (Meredith) 
Maskara of Sunnyside, Queens, 
Mark (Lisa) Maskara of Yonkers, 
and Nancy Maskara of Yonkers. 

He is also the proud grandfather to 
Robbie, Kristan, Markie, Dorothy 
and Vivien. George is also survived 
by two sisters Rosemary (George) 
Matthews and Lorraine (Michael) 
Kmetz, both of Yonkers. He was 
predeceased by three brothers, 
Richard, Gerald and Edwin and 
his sister Barbara Pidoto. Visiting 
hours were held at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on both 
Monday and Tuesday, July 28 & 
29, 2008. Mass of Christian Burial 
was held in Sacred Heart Church 
on Wednesday, July 30, 2008; 
Interment followed at St. Joseph’s 

Cemetery. Donations may be made 
in George’s memory to Sacred 
Heart’s Roof Fund, 110 Shonnard 
Place Yonkers, NY 10703. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 Park 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 

965-5488. 
 
Frederick M. Sasko, 61, of 
Yonkers passed away on July 19, 
2008. A Memorial Visitation was 

held on Saturday, July 26, 2008, at 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 

965-5488. 
 
Eufemia Wiencko, 78, of Yonkers, 
passed away on Saturday July 19, 
2008. She was born on January 
15,1930, in Poland, to Michael and 

Maria (Witowycz) Knak. She was 
raised and educated in Poland and 
came to the U.S. in 1969. Eufemia 
married her loving husband Jan 
Wiencko, in 1947 in Poland; he 
predeceased her in 2005. She 
worked for the New York Life 
Insurance Co., in New York for 
10 years. She was a parishioner of 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Yonkers and their 
Senior Citizens Club. Besides her 
husband, Eufemia is predeceased 
by her granddaughter Lydia 
Warycha in 1996, at the age of 19. 
Also her brother, Steven Knak. She 
is survived by her loving children, 
Irene (Jerry) Warycha of Yonkers, 
Maria Papaioannou of Queens, NY, 
her cherished grandchildren Bohdan 
Warycha and his wife Irene, Tania 
Warycha and Elizabeth Cranmore. 
Also surviving are her sisters Melka 
Ronczkowski of the Ukraine, Anna 
Pawlik of Poland, and her sister-in-
law Dorothy Wiencko of Yonkers. 
Visitation was held at Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home on Monday, July 
21, 2008. Parastas on Monday, July 
21, 2008. The Funeral Service was 
held for Eufemia in St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church on 
Tuesday, July 22, 2008, followed 

by Interment at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 

965-5488. 

   “The natural beauty was the 
attraction at first. As I returned 
again and again, it was the charm 
of the people that won me over,” 
explained Iacoboni. “Living here 
is like time travel. Go back, in 
your mind, to the innocence and 
simplicity of the 40s and 50s. That 

is the essence of life here today,” 
said Iacoboni. 
   A similar spell seems to have been 
cast on Dagger, who arrived in the 
70s. “I didn’t choose Nicaragua; 
Nicaragua chose me. I hope my 
tours are a reflection of who I am 
and why I came to Nicaragua in 
the first place; I didn’t come for the 
money or to exploit the surf. I came 
to find a better way of life and a 
simpler lifestyle,” said Dagger. 

   So when I received a call from 
Chris last fall inviting me to join his 
surfing tour, I jumped at the chance. 
A childhood friend of mine, Jack, 
from Greenwich, Connecticut, 
had been living and working as 
an engineer in Ocotal, in northern 
Nicaragua near the Honduras 
border, for a non-governmental 
organization called Grupo Fenix, 
for a year and a half, and I planned 
to dovetail my trip for a visit with 
him. 
   Dagger arranged for a driver to 
take me the hour’s ride north to 
Rivas, the regional capital, from 
where I caught an “expressivo” 
bus the rest of the way to Granada, 
another two hours north. Jack had 
picked Granada for our reunion, 
as it was one of his – and many 
travelers’ – favorite spots in the 
country. A placid, scenic village 
square offset by a stately cathedral 
painted in pastel was my first 
view of the beautiful city, after 
we arrived at the bus park. As we 
walked down the wide esplanade 
of Calle La Calzada toward the 
lake, Lake Nicaragua, also called 
“Lago Colcibolca” (Spanish for 
“sweetwater lake”), I could see why 
Granada was so special to residents 

The Many Flavors of Nicaragua
and travelers alike. 
   So strong is the quaint colonial 
city’s (founded in 1524) physical 
charm and allure, enhanced by 
a universally friendly attitude 
among Nicaraguans toward visitors 
that many travelers, particularly 
Americans, travel to Nicaragua 

and end up staying. According to 
a recent Financial Times report, 
about 1,000 expatriates – mostly 
Americans – now make up nearly 
10 percent of the city’s population. 
   Lucy Bartlett, a native Tennessean 
who has lived abroad nearly half of 
her life, runs the investment project 
that owns the Bohemian Paradise 
Hotel on Calle 3, tucked quietly 
away from Calle la Calzada.
   “It’s a place that takes hold. 

Granada is the national gem and 
the tourism center for Nicaragua. 
It’s a charming city, historically 
significant, and the preferred choice 
for most travelers. I’ll 
probably wake up in 15 
years and find myself 
still here. Nicaragua 
is a country of poets, 
literally – do you know 
about the poetry festival 
every February? It will be 
celebrating its third year 
in 2008 and had over 100 
poets last year. Like most 
everyone in Nicaragua, 
the poets and artists are 
accessible. I was blown 
away that I could just walk 
up to Ernesto Cardenal 
Martinez (b. 1925), a 
former minister and poet 
renowned worldwide, and 
have a cup of coffee with 
him,” said Bartlett.
   “Also, people can make 
a difference here, even 
while traveling, and I’ve 
noted that recognizing 
that and acting on it has become a 
part of many itineraries,” offered 
Bartlett. 
One such person is Brad Corrigan, a 

musician from Denver, who came to 
Managua six-and-a-half years ago 
to visit Casa Bernabe, an orphanage 
he was helping through proceeds 
from his band, Dispatch. 
   “When I first arrived, I had a 
peculiar sense of being home, and, 
even though I had never been there 
before, being there,” explained 
Corrigan. While on a second trip 
to Managua three years ago, he 
and some friends visited an area 
called La Chureca, a trash dump 
on the outskirts of the city where a 
community of people lived. 
   “I was completely unprepared but 
at the same time completely called 
to my being there,” said Corrigan, 
who now travels monthly from 
Denver to continue his relief work 
there, through his own organization 
Love, Light and Melody 
(lovelightandmelody.org). 
For the next two days, Jack and I 
were entertained by Roberto, a tour 
guide from Tierra Tours, while we 
visited the volcanoes at Masaya 
and Mombacho, hiking through 
both open and arid landscapes as 
well as narrow trails surrounded 
by lush jungle canopy that opened 
up to a rolling mesa dotted with 
the fiery orange native flower, “La 
Reina de Niacargua.” We also went 
out on a boat tour of Las Isletas in 
Lake Nicaragua, an archipelago 
of 360 small islands where some 
intrepid souls had built houses and 
docks, viewing a plethora of birds, 
wildlife, fish, and flora. 
   We continued in the luxury 
of Tierra’s minivan up to the 
picturesque village of Caterina, 
perched high above Lake Niacargua, 
where Roberto pointed out the Bar 
El Cuartel, which had been raked 
by large-caliber bullets, and where, 
lore had it, the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front had tried to kill 
former President Anastasio Somoza, 
whom they believed to be inside at 
the time, in the late 1970s. 
   On my last full day in Nicaragua, I 
decided to take local transportation 
the 16 miles back up to Caterina. 
The two local buses I took each way, 
and taxi from the Pan-American 
Highway to Las Enpalmas de 
Caterina, the village square, cost me 
a fraction of the price of a half-day 
tour, and allowed me to travel at a 
more relaxed pace, free in my own 
thoughts and observations, and the 
way I had always done most of my 
traveling. Caterina was even more 

removed from the serenity one 
feels in Granada – a special place 
out of time, I felt, where a shop 
owner invited me to come into the 

living room behind his shop when 
I stopped to buy a Coke, to discuss 
American culture and society. 
   Arriving back in the bus station 
in Granada late that afternoon, I 
walked through the mercado, a 
large, open-air market partially 
covered by canvas tarpaulins that 
sprawled over several city blocks. 
I wound through a maze of bright 
colors and exotic smells – a huge 
barrel filled with pickled peppers, 
a vat of fried plantains, buckets of 
spices and produce, smiling girls 
carrying trays of jackfruit, two 
boys proudly carrying piglets on a 
pole for slaughter. I bought some 
bananas and cashews and sampled 
the cucumber-like taste of the 
small, tart, green fruit of the ocoté, 
peeled and sold in a plastic bag with 
vinegar and salt. The merchants 
laughed when I tried communicating 
in my poor Spanish, and I laughed, 
too, enchanted by their warmth, 
amusement, and appreciation for 
the simple pleasures in life.

How to Get There 
   Managua, the capital city of 
Nicaragua, is easily reached on 
hour-and-a-half flights out of 
Miami International Airport. 
American Airlines (800. 433.7300, 
http://www.aa.com/index_us.jhtml) 
runs regular service there, and a 
round-trip coach ticket from New 
York via Miami costs about $550.
San Juan del Sur is 140 miles 
southeast of the capital, Managua. 
Buses run regularly from the 
“UCA” (University of Central 
America) bus station in Managua 
to San Juan del Sur via the regional 
hub city in the southeast part of 
the country, Rivas, where you 
would change for a connecting 
bus. Granada is 60 miles northeast 
of San Juan del Sur (or 30 miles 
southeast of Managua). Try and 
take the “expressivo” buses, 
which are roomier and faster. 
One can also use the “collectivo” 
(shared) taxis for local transport, 
which cost about 25 cordobas 
($0.30). Direct bus service from 
the Managua airport to Granada 
are available from Paxeos ((505) 
552-8291/831-9879/(305) 
831.4611, reservas@paxeos.com) 
for about US$15 each way. 
Facts 
   Formal name: Republic of 
Nicaragua. Population: 5.7 million. 
Size: slightly smaller than the 

state of New York. Led by former 
Sandinista President Daniel Ortega 
Saavedra, who returned to power 
in January, 2007. Per capita GDP 

of $3,000, just below that of 
neighboring Honduras ($3,100), 
and the next-poorest country in the 
Americas to Haiti ($1,800). Time 
difference: 1 hour behind EDT. 
Local currency: cordoba (18/USD). 
What to Do 
   General information can be 

found online at: http://www.
nicaragua.com or www.ViaNica.
com. 
      A full-service tour group: Va 
Pues Tours (www.vapues.com, 
505.895.9157) 
Poetry festival in Granada 
(February): www.
festivalpoesianicaragua.org.ni. 
San Juan del Sur 
   Dale Dagger Surf Tours  

(http://www.nicaland.com). 
Fishing, surfing, sightseeing tours, 
real estate. 
Granada 
   Tierra Tours, Calle Calzada 
(www.tierratour.com, alvaroab@

ibw.com.ni, 
505.552.8723): Canopy 
tours, Masaya and 
Mombacho volcanoes 
(including night tours), 
cave tours, hiking, Las 
Isletas boat tours. 
Where to Stay 
San Juan del Sur:
   Hotel Villa Isabella
   Costado Norte 
Casa Cural, San Juan 
del Sur, NI (www.
sanjuandelsur.org.ni/
isabella, isabella@ibw.
com.ni/villaisabella@
aol.com, 505.568.2568). 
Full-service breakfast 
prepared by owner 
Mike Iacoboni. Pool, 
cold drinks, internet 
access, movies, laundry 
service, parking 
available. Gift shop 
with local handicrafts. 

Great, central location across 
from the Catholic church, and a 
few blocks from harbor. Handicap 
access, business/internet service, 

parking, 24-hour reception. Rooms 
$75-150. 
Granada:
High End: 
   Hotel D’Ario
   Calle La Calzada, Granada, 
NI (www.hoteldario.com, info@
hoteldario.com, 505.552.3400, fax: 

505.552.2206. Swimming pool, 
bar/restaurant, gymnasium. 
   Bohemian Paradise Hotel, Calle 
Corral 3528, Granada, NI (www.
seecentralamerica.com, granada@
seecentralamerica.com, 505 552 
0286, fax: 505 552 0267
   Lovely, light, airy. No bar or 
restaurant. Rooms $50 to $70, with 
breakfast. 
Moderate: 

Hotel Colcibolca, Calle la Calzada, 
(hospedaje@hotelcolcibolca.com, 
www.hospedajecocibolca.com, 
505.552.7223, Central location 
near plaza, internet, cold drinks, 
breakfast. Rooms US$15-30. 
Where to Eat 
San Juan del Sur:
High End:
   Kolibri, Costado Norte Casa 
Cural, San Juan del Sur, NI, 
Middle Eastern fare, fresh fish, 
pasta, salads. 
Granada:
   Breakfast and lunch
   Kathy’s Waffle House, across 
from Convento San Francisco, 
open 7:00 – 2:30, 505.552.7488. 
Omelettes, pancakes, sandwiches, 
burgers, bottomless cup of coffee. 
   Lunch and dinner: Hospecia 
Central, Calle Calzado. Typical 
Nicaraguan fare (moderate).

Lee Daniels, a graduate of 
Stetson University, is a financial 
editor and travel writer based in 

Pleasantville, NY.
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EXIT 2 NY STATE THRUWAY
Must be 18 years of age or older to play video gaming machines or wager on horses. 

Please play responsibly. Offers valid while supplies last. Management reserves the 
right to change or cancel promotions at any time. 

8/8/08 
$88,888

88 winners
(Say that 8 times fast.)

Come to Empire City Gaming on 8/8/08 for your chance to get lucky. $88,888 in cash giveaways for 88 lucky winners. 
Plus tons of other 8-themed prizes including Free Plays and complimentary New York Lottery “Great 8’s” Instant Games. 

Also visit the High Limit Lounge for a chance to win $888 in Free Play. Go to EmpireCityGaming.com 
or visit a Promotions Booth for details. It’s all just one more reason to come to Empire City this summer.

T:11.5 in

T:20.5 in


