
  The Yonkers Community 
Development Agency (CDA) 
has proposed a revised Master 
Plan for the Alexander Street 
corridor that incorporates the 
input, recommendations and 
concerns received during the recent 
environmental review process.  
Building on our goal to transform 
a blighted and underutilized 
industrial section of our city into a 
modern, transit oriented community 
along the Hudson River, we have 
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Public Review Improves and Progresses Alexander Street Master Plan 
By Phil Amicone

Mayor of the City of Yonkers

see Public Review Pg. 5

refashioned this Master Plan into an 
exciting community of public parks, 
residences, restaurants, esplanades 
and marinas. 
   The city reflected on the nearly 
500 public comments received 
earlier this year from residents, 
waterfront property owners and 
local organizations.  Open public 
space, views, density, height, traffic 
congestion and parking were all 
major issues of concern raised by 
the public and we have listened.  
These comments reshaped the 
Master Plan into a new vision that 
was presented to the CDA Board 
and the public this week.   
   The new Master Plan continues to 
include 3,752 housing units because 
we strongly believe that as New 
York’s fourth largest city (and soon 
to be the third) Yonkers is growing 
and the best place for the growth 
is in our downtown and along 
the waterfront near mass transit 
hubs.  This Master Plan will help 
Yonkers become a national model 
for transit oriented communities 

and sustainable development by 
utilizing two Metro-North train 
stations, water ferries, buses, and by 
adding the latest innovation in light 
rail or trolleys.  This commitment 
has allowed us to ease parking ratios 
in order to encourage alternative 
transportation and reduce traffic 
and our carbon footprint. 
   The revised Master Plan also 
answers the community’s call for 
more open space.  The new plan 
reduced the number of towers to 
12 with varying heights.  More 
importantly, we have increased open 
public space by 35% to a total of 17.5 
acres.  Additionally, drawing on the 
recommendations of the nationally 
renowned organization Project for 
Public Spaces, we have created 10 
distinct public spaces for active 
programming such as exhibitions, 
fairs, live music and recreation 
programs. In total, including the 
existing 33 acres of park space at 
JFK Park/Marina, Trevor Park and 
Beczak Environmental Center, the 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Ben Gordon New Life Foundation 
(BGNLF) presents the fourth 
annual, Ben Gordon Weekend, 
expected to be the foundation’s most 
well attended event in August 2008. 
Ben Gordon, Mount Vernon, NY 
native and Chicago Bulls leading 
scorer announces an expanded slate 
of events, and the Mount Vernon 
S.O.S. (Save Our Sports) initiative, 
among other local charities as 
beneficiaries.
   The Ben Gordon New Life 
Foundation (BGNLF) 2008 Ben 
Gordon Weekend (BGW) is 
scheduled for August 14th - 16th. 
This exciting weekend, hosted by 
Mayor Clinton I. Young of Mount 
Vernon, NY, will be the fourth 
year that the Mount Vernon High 
School legend and University 
of Connecticut NCAA national 
champion has committed to giving 
back to his hometown by exercising 
greater effort to raise money for his 
non-profit foundation. 
   This year’s BGW will kickoff on 
Thursday evening, August 14th, 
with a free youth festival to be held 
at Mount Vernon City Hall Plaza. 
Friday, August 15th will include 

Chicago Bulls Superstar Ben Gordon 
Coming to Mount Vernon 

Mayor Clinton Young to Host Three Day Star-Studded Weekend of 
Events August 14-16th

a basketball clinic (all proceeds 
to benefit the BGNLF) hosted by 
Hooperstown at their 20,000 sq. ft. 
indoor training facility on Sandford 
Boulevard, in Mount Vernon. Friday 
evening’s event will be the star-

studded Ben Gordon Bowling Bash 
which will be held at Homefield 
Bowl, in Yonkers, NY. Saturday, 
August 16th will begin with Ben 
Gordon Family Day held from 9am 

  Sandwiched between the 
Community Development 
Agency presentation 
of the Alexander 
Street Master Plan 
and the Green 
Policy Task Force 
(GPTF) discussion 
regarding the possible 
codification of 
certain environmental 
initiatives regarding 
construction work 
in Yonkers, I 
haphazardly entered 
into a private meeting. 
It was inadvertent; in fact, it 
was the designated venue for 
the GPTF meeting that had been 
commandeered by those who 
regularly meet over the SFC 
Yonkers Project. Almost 2 ½ years 
into discussing the SFC Yonkers 
Project, the private discussion 
among City Hall, Corporation 
Counsel, bond counsel, the Office 
of Yonkers City Council President, 
and members of the SFC Yonkers, 
Inc. team, and a few select others, 
begs the question as to why?
   More than anything else, these 
private meetings are painted to be 
proprietary, which is to say, they 

are discussing money; an issue that 
the public need not know. While the 

first words from every 
attendee’s mouth is 
that those looking from 
the outside are cynical, 
those looking from 
the outside question 
why the hand holding 
reassurance exercise is 
required at this time. 
The answer is simple; 
it’s all about the tax 
increment finance 
(TIF) instrument 

said to facilitate the re-
development of Yonkers decayed 
infrastructure for the modern 
development structures envisioned 
in the SFC Yonkers, Inc. proposal. 
Yet the TIF concept, while initially 
“out of the box,” is instead a non-
starter. TIF is a financial vehicle 
that cannot gain traction in New 
York State because it is a financial 
concept based upon current up-
to-date property valuations. The 
cost to revalue property are hefty. 
Yonkers has yet to factor in such 
costs into any of our mayor’s 
budget proposals. That said, even if 
we had the money, it would take a 

GREENBELT, MD -- A federal 
jury yesterday convicted Andre 
J. Hornsby, age 
54, formerly of 
M i t c h e l l v i l l e , 
Maryland, of 
honest services wire 
fraud, witness and 
evidence tampering 
and obstruction 
of justice arising 
from a scheme to 
cause the Prince 
George’s County 
Public Schools to 
award lucrative 
contracts to benefit 
close associates and himself, 
announced United States Attorney 
for the District of Maryland Rod J. 
Rosenstein.
   United States Attorney Rod J. 
Rosenstein said, “The evidence in 

Andre Hornsby Convicted 
on 6 Felony Charges 

Former Yonkers BoE Superintendent Faces 
Maximum Sentence of 90 Years for Fraud 

and Obstruction of Justice
this case demonstrated that Andre 
Hornsby abused his power for 

private financial 
gain, tampered 
with witnesses and 
obstructed a federal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
Public officials must 
pursue the public 
interest and not line 
their own pockets at 
taxpayer expense.”
   Special Agent 
in Charge of the 
Baltimore FBI Field 
Office, Amy Jo 
Lyons stated, “Mr. 

Hornsby exploited his position 
as Chief Executive Officer of the 
Prince George’s County Public 
Schools for his own personal 

YONKERS, NY -- New York State 
Senate Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
was “blasted” by her opposition, 
candidate John Murtagh “for 
trying to deny voters a choice at 
the ballot box in November and for 
disrespecting and disenfranchising 
the thousands of voters who 
petitioned to put him on the 
ballot.” Senator Stewart-Cousins 
responded by stating, “The process 
for becoming a candidate for public 
office can be an arduous one, and 
is certainly one which requires a 
good faith effort by the candidates.  
The integrity of the process must 
be preserved and must be held to 

She Said, He Said
The 35th Senate District Campaign Trail

the highest standards.  The people 
expect nothing less from those 
who hold public office.” At issue 
is whether the petitions designating 
John Murtagh as a New York State 
Senate candidate was conducted 
within parameters set by Election 
Law.
   “Instances where the same sheet 
of signatures was duplicated and 
counted more than once, and where 
witnesses signed sworn statements 
that they were enrolled members of 
one party, when in fact they were 
not,” are alleged to be the case by 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY and THE 
BRONX, NY -- Because of the 
anticipated demand for more and 
better skilled pharmacy technicians, 
Monroe College will launch a 
Pharmacy Technician Associate 
degree program, beginning in 
September 2008.  It will be the first 
such degree program in the Bronx 
and Westchester. 
   Monroe College will host a 
special Pharmacy Technician Open 
House on Thursday, July 31, 2008, 
from 8:30 am t 2:00 pm, and from 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm, at both of its 
campuses. At Milavec Hall, 360 
Main Street, in New Rochelle, and 
at 2501 Jerome Avenue, in The 
Bronx.
   According to the National 

Pharmacy 
Technician 
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Like Klockwork

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

New York Civic

minimum of 2 to 3 years to complete 
a property revaluation effort.
   Joe Apicella, lead SFC Yonkers 
project manager suggests this writer 
is attempting to put the pieces of 
this project together and getting it 
wrong. I know that the discussion 
presently centers about TIF 
financing yet Mayor Phil Amicone, 
on WVOX-1460 AM radio, on the 
On the Level with Hezi Aris show 
specifically mentioned that SFC 
Yonkers was contemplating the use 
of a payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) 
incremental financing package, 
one similarly incorporated by the 
Yankee Stadium development. Each 
is similar in concept, as they are 
both incremental in their function. 
The issue, as Apicella adroitly 
pointed out requires that whatever 
financial instrument is used, it is 
legally designed for use with the 
project, and is the most amenable 
for the city and the developer. We’re 

Nurturing Support for Economic Development
on the same page here. At issue is 
why keep the mechanisms expected 
to be needed to be discussed and 
understood regarding this project 
hidden from the public? Will we 
be told of the change from TIF to 
PIF within the next two weeks? 
Perhaps it will take a month for 
those discussing SFC Yonkers to 
garner the intestinal fortitude to 
croak, “We’re NOT outta here if 
we don’t have TIF financing; we’re 
here to stay, PIF financing may be 
the way to go!”
   May I hear a, “Mea culpa!”
   By holding these bi-monthly 
meetings, the protagonists are 
expressing are their angst, their 
concern, and most of all, their lack of 
planning. All that has changed these 
past few months is a more restrictive 
financial climate. The merits of 
the project will and does cause 
financial institutions to salivate over 
Yonkers’ development prospects. If 

that were not the case, SFC Yonkers 
would have left here long ago. They 
may still leave. If they do, it will be 
because they were smitten with the 
Sullivan County racino project that 
came sooner than they planned. 
They may not have the financial 
wherewithal to do it all. We’ll soon 
find out who sports the largest set. 
Until then, the men commiserate 
among themselves calming each 
other’s frayed nerves and obsessive 
compulsive behavior.
   I don’t belittle their investment, 
claimed by Apicella alone to be $21 
million. Chump change to some, 
evidently too much for Capelli 
Enterprises. A call for panhandlers 
is requested meet before the City 
Council President’s office any and 
every day from Monday through 
Friday to receive your tin cup to 
help out the dudes. A poor showing 
of volunteers to assist in this 
endeavor will require a hefty tax 

loss, something Capelli Enterprises 
may need do. Hint: Do not ask for 
any financial advice from Collins, 
they just created a $4 million deficit 
of their own doing. No folks, we 
don’t make this stuff up.
   Have all the Yonkers City Council 
Members been kept up to date by 
Lesnick as to the progress or lack 
of progress regarding the SFC 
Yonkers Project. Why isn’t Lesnick 
keeping them informed? Is that one 
of the reasons for division among 
them? Or despite not knowing, 
has the Yonkers City Council 
membership outstripped the SFC 
Project managers, and the City Hall 
supporters from catching up with 
where they believe we presently 
stand? 
   Should we start pointing fingers at 
SFC Yonkers for their being tardy? 
Or does the fickle finger point 
elsewhere?
   Who is procrastinating now?

   NYS Financial Control Board 
Warns New York City Not to Renew 
7% Cut in City’s Property Tax
Our warning yesterday about  the 
impending financial crisis for 
city and state government, so far 
relatively undiscussed by public 
officials and local media, was 
reflected in the July report of the 
New York State Financial Control 
Board for the City of New York.
(FCB).  To learn about the FCB, 
go to its short website.  To read a 
summary of the Board’s July report, 
link here.
   The FCB was generally supportive 
of the city government’s effort to 
avoid budget deficits.  They pointed 
out that because of deteriorating 
market conditions and declining 
real estate activity there was a 
likelihood of a revenue shortfall 
in Fiscal 2009. To repeal the 7 per 
cent rebate on the property tax 
which Mayor Bloomberg and the 
City Council have granted for the 
past two years would bring in an 
additional $1.2 billion this year and 
a projected $1.4 billion in Fiscal 
2012.
   Adam Lisberg, City Hall bureau 
chief for the News, covers the story 

The Fiscal Watchdog Stirs 
By Henry J. Stern

today on p6: PROPERTY TAX 
CUT FACES AX.  The lede:
   “New York must rescind its 7% 
property tax cut 
next year in order 
to keep the city 
from drowning in 
red ink, the city’s 
fiscal watchdog 
warned Tuesday.  
Eliminating the cut 
will raise more than 
$1 billion extra in 
each of the next 
three years, which 
would still leave the 
city with a $12.6 
billion budget gap...
the FCB said.
   “The tax break 
for homeowners was extended 
last month for another year at the 
City Council’s insistence despite 
misgivings from Mayor Bloomberg, 
who said the city desperately needs 
that money as the economy sours 
and tax collections plummet.” 
   You can link to the Lisberg story, 
which is a brisk summary of the 
impending fiscal crisis.
   There are two conclusions that 
we draw from reading dozens of 

fiscal stories. We suggest some 
possible reasons for coming to 
those conclusions. We do not offer 

these suggestions 
as solutions to the 
fiscal shortfall, 
but they are 
observations based 
on experience with 
what is certainly a 
chronic condition.
   1. The city is more 
responsible than 
the state, perhaps 
because of Mayor 
B l o o m b e r g ’ s 
background in 
business, perhaps 
because there 
have been three 

governors in the last eighteen 
months, and one mayor for the past 
seventy-eight months.
   2. The executive (governor or 
mayor) is more responsible than 
the legislature (senate, assembly or 
city council), perhaps because the 
executives and their staffs know 
more, perhaps because they have 
already reached the top and are not 
that fixated on ways to climb there, 
and perhaps because executives 

fear they will be held accountable 
for fiscal calamities in ways that 
legislators are not.
   In general, the public is indifferent 
to predictions of fiscal difficulties. 
That is because they have all seen 
and heard it before, because they 
don’t particularly believe what 
the government says anyway, and 
because they expect that, in time, 
the authorities will resolve these 
matters as they have done in the 
past.
   If and when the fiscal shortfalls 
result in tax increases or loss of 
services, you will probably see some 
reaction from those members of the 
public who are directly affected 
by the changes. Meanwhile, the 
struggles of the Yankees and the 
Mets engage more New Yorkers 
than the economic clouds which lie 
ahead, unless, of course, they have 
already been laid off or the bank has 
foreclosed on their home.
   Our point in calling attention to 
these matters at this time is that, 
as we said yestreen (an allusion to 
yesterday’s subject line, Red Ink 
at Morn, Sailors Take Warn), the 
sooner the Paterson and Bloomberg 
administrations start taking action 

to deal with the impending deficits, 
the less draconian the actions they 
take will have to be.
   Sometimes one feels that 
the situation is comparable to 
addressing a mule. Asking the 
creature nicely to act promptly is 
usually a hopeless task. Our fiscal 
anxiety, however, is a far milder 
version of the concern expressed 
by Linda Hamilton, who having 
disposed of Arnold Schwarzenegger 
(in his most famous role) is driving 
to Mexico to escape what she knows 
is about to happen to Los Angeles.

  Comments to Henry J. Stern to  
StarQuest@NYCivic.org and 

peruse the New York Civic Website 
archive at www.NYCivic.org.

   It isn’t completely dead yet, but it’s 
suffering from a lingering malady 
that threatens to make it as scarce 
as the Hawksbill Turtle, the virgin 
fiancee, the untattooed superjock 
and taxicabs in the Arctic Circle. 
   It’s still called service, but little 
resembles the level of customer 
care that prevailed in the bygone 
era of department store floor 
walkers, gas station attendants, 
milkmen, house-calling doctors 
and free lunches at the local saloon. 
   The customer, who was 
once always right, has been 
increasingly left in the lurch of 
high- tech/low-touch “progress” 
in addressing consumer needs. 
   The most visible and annoying 
symptom of this change is the 
gradual disappearance of human 
response to the problems of those 
who are blessed with the miracles 
of modern gadgetry, but cursed 
with relative helplessness when 
the bloody things don’t work. 
   In kinder, gentler times, if a 
home appliance or piece of office 
equipment broke down, and the 
“troubleshooting” section of an 
Owner’s Manual didn’t provide 
the remedy, one simply called 
the phone number provided and 

Service:  Inoperative Noun and Indelicate Verb 
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

was connected promptly with 
a knowledgeable consultant. 
   That was usually a person right 
in the neighborhood and ALWAYS 
someone who spoke reasonably 
understandable English. Often as 
not, it was the local entity from 
which the product was purchased. 
   At worst, this attempt would lead 
to the need for a service call or return 
of the defective product for repair. 
   Not so these days, when 
almost everything that is not 
animal or vegetable is pre-
programmed, computerized, 
hard-wired and/or complicated 
beyond the comprehension of 
the unwashed masses who buy 
and the relatively unskilled 
people who sell at the retail level. 
   One convenient benefit of this 
complexity is that if the videotape/
DVD gizmo which only your 
descendants really know how to 
operate suddenly fails to function, 
you need only trash it and buy a 
new one. (Never mind that almost 
all occupants of today’s graveyards 
would regard it as a world wonder 
akin to the upchucks of Old Faithful; 
it’s cheaper to replace than to repair.) 
   When, however, a bigger-ticket 
item goes on the fritz, those with 

the knowledge and skill to off-the-
fritz it are no easier to find than 
the solution to a Rubik’s Cube or a 
marketable alibi for running a red 
light with a squad car parked nearby. 
   They are inaccessibly sequestered 
behind multiple layers of protection 
that would be the envy of an 
NFL quarterback or Mafia Don. 
   I’ve written and carped frequently 
about being shunted cybernetically 
to third-world teenyboppers whose 
expertise is limited to matching 
problems with the hundreds of 
solutions pre-planted on their 
computer screens - all impeccably 
polite, but insufferably inept - so 
I won’t re-pick those scabs here. 
   I will, though, cite the related 
outrage of automated analysis, 

which removes even the marginal 
comfort of contact - albeit 
fruitless - with a fellow humanoid. 
   It involves a sort of multiple 
choice entrance exam, which 
might well range all the way from 
the customers’ entire financial 
profiles to the results of their 
most recent colonoscopies - none 
of it requiring even minimal 
input from the service provider. 
   This process often precedes 
verbal interaction (we’ll get back to 
that word shortly) and reduces the 
cost to the “servicing” entity even 
below the burger-flipping expense 
level of the people I just promised 
not to mention again (and will not 
re-mention henceforth herein). 
    The automated analysis, as well as 
the aforementioned unmentionables, 
are deliberately designed to save 
time and money for the service 
provider at the expense of the 
customer, without whose time and 
money the inferior service ultimately 
provided would be unnecessary. 
   That is to say that we, the 
servicees, are compelled to self-
administer and self-finance first 
aid that should be provided by the 
proper providers, now hidden from 
view and absolved of accountability 

under the new so-called “systems.” 
   None of this made sense to 
me until I researched the word 
“service” and rediscovered the fact 
that it is both a noun and a verb. 
   In its noun form, it is defined as 
rendering assistance, such as the 
kind needed by consumers (and 
formerly made readily available by 
the providers of goods and services). 
   What has happened, I conclude, 
is that the noun “service,” 
implying a promise of genuine 
customer assistance, has 
morphed into the verb form. 
   As a verb, and in the business 
practices cited above, it is 
less comparable to helping 
customers and more closely 
resembles the interaction between 
pairs of breeding livestock. 
   (Told ya we’d get back to that “i” 
word!)
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers in 

Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.

   The reason it’s called a bully 
pulpit is because a prominent 
public person has the opportunity 
to speak on an issue and make 
a dramatic impact on everyone 
within range of his/her influence. 
Recently, when President Bush said 
the magic word, drill, he removed 
the executive branch moratorium 
on offshore drilling and sent 
reverberations cascading through 
the futures market. In addition, he 
severely criticized the Democratic 
Congress for refusing to remove 
the congressional moratorium on 
the Outer Continental Shelf and 
other areas within their jurisdiction.  
Within 24 hours, crude oil futures 
for August delivery plunged $9.26, 

Weir Only Human: It’s All About Leadership 

By Bob Weir
or 6.3 percent, bringing the barrel 
price down to $136. A week later 
it had fallen to $128. Meanwhile, 
Democrats are saying it will take 
10 years or longer to produce oil 
from the offshore areas, adding that 
oil prices won’t decline for at least 
that long. 
   Nonsense! As the president just 
proved, when leaders take an 
aggressive stand on an issue, even 
mountains can be moved. When 
oil speculators heard Bush’s tough 
new stand, they began to get the 
message that things were about 
to change. Hence, the market also 
began to change, and it occurred 
before an ounce of new oil had 
been pumped from the ground. 

That’s exactly how the futures 
market works. It’s all about 
psychology and expectations. With 
the congressional ban on offshore 
drilling expiring on September 30, 
new oil could be produced within 
one year off the shore of California. 
The rich oil reserves in that area 
are under shallow water and are 
already primed for quick extraction. 

In fact, drilling platforms have been 
constructed and the operation is 
prepared to remove about 10 billion 
barrels of the precious energy 
source. 
   There’s nothing mysterious or 
difficult to grasp about this. It’s 
economics 101, which says the 
more supply you have to sell, the 
less cost to the consumer. With 
China competing for an increasingly 
larger share of the energy pie, the 
demand for oil is higher than ever 
and OPEC is not producing more 
supply. Therefore, the increased 
demand without an increase in 
supply means every barrel of oil 
becomes more valuable to the 
sheiks and millionaire mullahs, 

whose greedy hands are digging 
ever deeper into the pockets of 
Americans. With hundreds of 
billions of dollars leaving this 
country every year and building the 
treasuries of Middle East nations, 
some of them our enemies, it hardly 
takes an MIT graduate to come to 
the conclusion that we must remove 
the handcuffs from our domestic oil 
and gas suppliers. It remains to be 
seen if Democrats are going to do 
what’s best for the country or play 
politics with the issue in order to 
win more seats in November. 

Bob Weir is a 
contributing columnist 
BobWeir777@aol.com.
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

YONKERS, NY  -- More than 
100 prominent business leaders 
joined with Yonkers Mayor 
Philip A. Amicone to celebrate 
the grand opening and ribbon 
cutting   ceremony of The 
Westchester Bank, a New York 
State Chartered and FDIC insured 
commercial bank.
    “There’s a tremendous need in 
the Westchester market for a local 
bank dedicated to serving the local 
community and its businesses. The 
founders and board members of 
The Westchester Bank comprise a 
veritable who’s who of the county’s 
business leaders,” said W. Thomas 
Clark, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of The Westchester Bank.  
   “There is a significant and 
growing market in Westchester and 
the Hudson Valley for the personal 
banking services that we provide. 
We believe the timing is right for a 
local community bank which offers 
the kind of individualized and 
responsive service rarely seen in the 
Manhattan-based banking giants 
that now populate the Westchester 
market,” said George E. Dunkel, 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of The Westchester Bank.   
   In addition to serving small 
and mid-sized businesses, The 
Westchester Bank will also focus 
on professionals such as medical 
practices and law firms as well as 
small manufacturing companies. 
“These are the customers who are 

The Westchester Bank Grand Opening 
and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Pictured are the founders and board members of the bank – as well as 
Mayor Phil Amicone shaking hands with President  

and CEO George Dunkel.

all too frequently ignored by the 
larger banks,” said Mr. Dunkel.  
   “We’re pleased to welcome 
The Westchester Bank into our 
expanding network of locally 
owned and operated businesses 
here in Yonkers,” said Mayor Phil 
Amicone.  “Over the past five years, 
eight bank branches have opened 
across our city — a clear sign of the 
strength of our growing city. But 
The Westchester Bank stands out as 
the first of those to be headquartered 
in Yonkers and has made its primary 
focus to serve small- and mid-sized 
businesses, which have always 

been the backbone of our local 
economy.” 
The Westchester Bank’s flagship 
office will be located in a free-
standing building at 2001 Central 
Park Avenue, Yonkers. The two-
story building is undergoing major 
renovations and will officially open 
in the fall. In the interim, the Bank 
is operating in a temporary office 
located adjacent to the headquarters 
building.  

   For more information visit 
 www.thewestchesterbank.com.

Peekskill Celebration Says 
“Thank You” to Sponsors 
   The Peekskill Celebration, 
scheduled for Friday and Saturday 
August 1 - 2, 2008 at Peekskill’s 
Riverfront Green Park, will be 
as spectacular as ever, thanks to 
the generosity of local sponsors, 
including Entergy, Perini Civil 
Construction, New York Sports 
Clubs, the Journal News, LoHud.
com, RNN-TV, 100.7 WHUD 
Radio and the City of Peekskill. 
Other sponsors include the City of 
Peekskill, Hudson Valley Hospital 
Center, Wheelabrator Westchester 
LP, Frank & Lindy Plumbing & 
Heating, Plumbers, Steamfitters, 
and HVAC Services Union Local 
21, Mavis Discount Tire, Yorktown 
Pennysaver, Cablevision, Con 
Edison, D    Bertoline & Sons 
Inc., Peekskill Inn and Curry 
Automotive.   
   Now in its twelfth year, this is one 
of the largest festivals in the Hudson 
Valley and features fun-filled 
concerts throughout the summer, 
and culminates this weekend with 
family entertainment, a fireworks 
extravaganza, and colorful Dragon 
Boat Races not seen anywhere else 

in the Hudson Valley.  
   The Celebration gets underway 
at 6pm on Friday August 1 with 
opening ceremonies followed by 
the Main Stage Concert, featuring 
Still Surfin’ - the renowned Beach 
Boys tribute band. The concert 
is underwritten by the Plumbers, 
Steamfitters and  

HVAC Services Union Local 21  
Saturday August 2 boasts a full 
day of events starting with the 
Dragon Boat Races. Thirty teams 
will compete in two categories and 
businesses racing this year include 
ITI Strategies/ Ultimate Collision 
(who were champions in 2005 and 
2006), All-State Insurance, Entergy, 
Hudson Health Plan, Hudson Valley 

Hospital Center, MetLife, Options 
in Fitness, PJ Kelly’s, Perini 
Civil Construction and Yorktown 
PennySaver Media Group. Some 
businesses are sponsoring non-
profit groups, who in turn, raise 
money for their respective charities 
or causes.   
   The day also features the restored 
WWII boat PT 728, the Jan Peek 10K 
Race (held in downtown Peekskill), 
the Elton Brand Basketball Clinic, 
the Kids Fun Zone, over 70 food, 
arts, crafts, business and community 
booths, a chainsaw-toting wood 
carver, an historical encampment 
from the 14th Brooklyn Company 
E and more. The day is capped 
off by Main Stage Concert band, 
Jigsaw, followed by the spectacular 
fireworks extravaganza sponsored 
by Entergy.   
Info: 914 736-2000 and www.
peekskillcelebration.com

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
“America’s Team” and America’s 
premier memorabilia company 
are joining forces! New Rochelle-
based Steiner Sports entered into its 
first National Football League team 
partnership with the announcement 
of an exclusive collectibles 
agreement with the Dallas Cowboys. 
The deal was announced by Steiner 
Sports Executive Vice President 
Sean Mahoney.
   Cowboys-Steiner Collectibles, a 
partnership between Steiner Sports 
Memorabilia and one of the greatest 
franchises in American sports 
history, is the latest in professional 
and college franchise team ventures 
for Steiner Sports, which also 
includes previous agreements with 
the New York Yankees, Boston Red 
Sox and Los Angeles Dodgers, the 
New York Islanders, and college 
partnerships with Notre Dame and 
Syracuse.
   The extensive selection of signed 
and game-used product, which will 
be part of the initial Cowboys- 
Steiner Collectibles product line 
includes, game-worn jerseys and 
practice-worn jerseys, game-worn 
pants, locker nameplates, locker 
room chairs, game-used footballs, 
kicking tees, equipment bags, 
game-used helmets, seats from 
Texas Stadium (2008 is the last year 
in that Stadium), seatbacks, stadium 
flags,  photo archives, autographed 
collectibles and fantasy experiences 
including, pre-game field visits and 
locker room tours.
   The Cowboys-Steiner merchandise 
will be available exclusively 
through the Cowboys, Steiner 
Sports and Game Used Universe, 
a leading source to help collectors 
determine the potential legitimacy 
of game used items.
   “We are extremely excited to 
have our first professional football 
team partnership be with the Dallas 
Cowboys, who we consider to be 
the premier brand in American 

Dallas Cowboys and Steiner Sports 
Announce Cowboys-Steiner Collectibles

football,” said Steiner Sports 
executive vice president Sean 
Mahoney. “We are looking forward 
to providing fans of ‘America’s 

Team’ with a great line of game-
used and autographed collectibles.”

the campaign to re-elect Senator 
Stewart-Cousins.
   Murtagh said that in the last 
forty eight hours, Stewart-Cousins, 
working with Jodi Mosiello, 
a candidate that Murtagh beat 
twice in last year’s Yonkers City 
Council race, has filed frivolous 
legal challenges to his Republican, 
Conservative and Independence 
Party nominating petitions.
   “The rules which govern how 
people achieve a position of 
representation on any party line 
are important mechanisms for 
preserving the public trust,” 
adamantly stated Senator Stewart-
Cousins campaign spokesperson. 
“By law, only the Board of 
Elections and the courts can make 

She Said, He Said
a determination regarding the 
questions that have been raised.”  
“What exactly is Cousins afraid 
of?” Murtagh asked. “Why is she 
trying to subvert the process to 
avoid a fair fight before the voters 
on election day?
   “When Andrea Cousins and 
Elliot Spitzer ran together two 
years ago, there slogan was: On 
day one everything changes. 
Why then is Stewart-Cousins 
resorting to the failed, back room 
politics of the past  to try to steal 
this election? noted the Murtagh 
for Senator campaign effort. 
   “This is exactly the kind of 
dishonest politics that turns people 
off,” Murtagh added. “The people 
of Westchester want and deserve 

a new and better way of doing 
things. The incumbent wants to 
continue the Clubhouse politics 
she came from where bosses, not 
the citizens, run the government“. 
   Murtagh said that he would 
fight the Cousins/ Mosiello 
legal challenges on every front 
because the voters deserve better. 
   “Not only are Cousins and Mosiello 
trying to undermine the process,” 
Murtagh concluded, “but shame 
on them for burdening the Courts 
and, ultimately, the taxpayers with 
frivolous litigation.”
   In response, the campaign to 
re-elect Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins is calmly hopeful that this 
matter will be ruled upon in an 
expeditious and fair manner.”

NEW ROCHELLE, NY --   Citing 
the need to save the environment 
and having fun the historic trolley 
ride is planned for August 9 and 
23, September 27, October 11 and 
25, and November 8 and 22.  The 
ride starts at 524 Main Street in 
New Rochelle and the trolley will 
be operating from l0 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on those dates.  Any questions 
on the ride can be directed to 
914-636-8335.  
   The downtown area of New 
Rochelle where the ride starts 
has many shops and restaurants.  
SONO NO New Ro  (South of 
North Avenue, New Rochelle) is 
promoting the trolley ride.  Jim 

Dates for Historic Trolley Rides in New 
Rochelle Announced 

By Peggy Godfrey

Killoran wants New Rochelle 
to be the greenest downtown in 
America. He states:  “”Trolleys are 
rapidly growing across the country 
as a fun, historic way of creating 
public transportation.  The goal 
is to receive a challenge grant to 
help run the trolley full time, along 
with creating workforce condos 

in downtown areas, near public 
transportation for citizens of New 
Rochelle.” 
   SONO New RO’s 
members include Habitat Restore, 
Carpet One, Citibank, Dan’s 
Carpet, Coromandal, Davinci, Total 
Performance, IB Cohen, Consign 
it on Main, Mexican Corner, 
Kaffeine, George T. Davis, Gnarly 
Vine, Tranquil Spirit Spa, Irish 
Benevolent Society, Curtain Shop, 
Four Seasons, Smokes for Less, 
Energetics acupuncture and others.
   The trolley ride is fun for all the 
family and a great way to save the 
environment.

http://www.thewestchesterbank.com/
http://www.peekskillcelebration.com/
http://www.peekskillcelebration.com/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
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Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later 

than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

MILLWOOD, NY -- The Hudson 
Valley Mechanical Contractors 
Association (MCA) recently gave 
$1,000 scholarships, for the fourth 
year in a row, to graduating high 
school seniors in the Hudson Valley 
who are planning on majoring 
in mechanical engineering or 
construction management, said 
Patricia E. Ploeger, executive 
director.
   This year’s outstanding recipients, 
selected on the basis of scholastic 
achievement and financial need, 
are Brewster High School graduate 
Kyle Aulabaugh, who is going on 
to Dutchess Community College; 
Archbishop Stepinac High School’s 
Sheldon Thompson, who is going 
to Virginia Tech; Pelham Memorial 
High School’s Spencer Lord, 
going on to Wentworth Institute 
of Technology; and Somers High 
School graduate Ivana Veliskova. 
who is going on to Boston 
University (see photo).
   “We are pleased to encourage 
qualified students who are 
focusing their studies in the fields 
of mechanical engineering or 
construction management. With 
the gradual retirements of our 
experienced baby boomers, we 
will need qualified, ready-to-work 
newcomers to our industry,” Ploeger 
said. That brings to 19 the number 
of high school graduates who have 
received MCA scholarships, she 
added.
   Hudson Valley Mechanical 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The Dannon 
Company, Inc. awarded Westchester 
Community Opportunity Program, 
Inc. (WestCOP), Early Childhood 
Program the third annual Dannon 
Next Generation Nutrition Grant. 
WestCOP received $30,000 in 
support of its nutrition and physical 
activity awareness program, “Here’s 
to Your Health,” for low income 
families with children enrolled in 
Head Start and child care programs 
across Westchester County.
   “For over forty years, WestCOP 
has been working to help low 
income and at-risk populations 
in Westchester County be self-
sufficient,” said Ellen Farrar, 
Coordinator of Early Childhood 
Programs/Deputy Director, 
WestCOP. “With over 30 percent of 
children in our program obese or at 
risk for overweight, Dannon’s grant 
will enable WestCOP to integrate 
nutrition education into programs 
that will empower two thousand 
pre-schoolers and their families 
to make better and more balanced 
choices for healthier, longer lives.”
   As the largest provider of pre-
school programs in Westchester 
County, WestCOP will implement 
the “Here’s to Your Health” 
program in its 25 Head Start/Day 
Care centers. Each WestCOP Head 
Start center will engage children up 
to five years-old and their parents 
with hands-on educational tools and 
activities. Programs, held in English 
and Spanish, will teach children and 
their families about self-esteem, 
cooperation, safety, nutrition, 
cooking, good eating habits and the 
importance of physical activity.    
   In the House of Representatives, 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Westchester/Rockland) has 
recognized the importance of 
promoting healthy lifestyles among 
children. 
   “Children’s health and well-being 
is a vital priority of our community,” 
said Lowey.  “I congratulate 

Mechanical Contractors Association 
Awards Scholarships

Contractors Association (MCA), 
serving two dozen leading 
contracting firms in Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster 
counties, has been dedicated for 
nearly 60 years to promoting best 
practices and professional standards, 
on-time job completion, and quality 
performance for its member heating, 
cooling and plumbing contractors. 
The MCA accomplishes its mission 
through ongoing education of its 
members, close partnership with 
Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 

John DiMiceli, vice president of the Mechanical Contractors Association, 
which serves two dozen leading contracting firms in Westchester, Putnam, 

Dutchess and Ulster counties, presents a $1,000 scholarship to Somers 
High School graduate Ivana Veliskova, who is going on to Boston 

University to study mechanical engineering.

The Dannon Company today awarded the Westchester Community 
Opportunity Program, Inc. (WestCOP) with a $30,000 grant to fund the 
“Here’s to Your Health” children’s nutrition education program. (L-R): 

Suzi Oppenheimer, NY State Senator; Gayle Binney, Manager, Corporate 
Responsibility, Dannon; Tony Cicio, vice president, Human Resources, 

Dannon; Ellen Pospishil, nutrition coordinator,  
Westchester Community Opportunity Program.

21, and advocacy on such issues 
as workers’ compensation, OSHA 
reform, public bidding laws and 
state building codes. As part of its 
commitment to the community, 
the MCA offers grants to area non-
profits, scholarships to mechanical 
engineering students, and 
sponsorships of charitable events. 
   To learn more about the Hudson 

Valley Mechanical Contractors 
Association, call Patricia E. 

Ploeger at 914.762.1016 or go to 
www.hudsonvalleymca.org.

$30,000 Grant to Fund “Here’s to Your 
Health” Youth Nutrition Program

WestCOP and commend Dannon 
for their investment in the health 
of Westchester County’s future 
leaders.”
   The Dannon Company established 
the Dannon Next Generation 
Nutrition Grants in 2006 to 
promote childhood nutrition 
education programs in each of the 
four communities where a Dannon 
facility is located. As part of the 
grant, Dannon contributes $30,000 
to four non-profit organizations 
($120,000 in total) in Auglaize 
County, OH; Salt Lake County, 
UT; Tarrant County, TX; and 
Westchester County, NY, for 
programs that nurture healthy eating 
habits among children. 
   Since the inception of the Dannon 
Next Generation Nutrition Grant 
program in 2006, Dannon has 
awarded twelve Dannon Next 
Generation Nutrition Grants totaling 
more than $340,000 in support of 
improving nutrition education in its 

local communities..
   “Dannon established the Next 
Generation Nutrition Grant to help 
combat the obesity epidemic in 
our country. By addressing eating 
and exercise issues early, programs 
like “Here’s to Your Health” 
reverse the unhealthy habits that 
have become common today,” said 
Gayle Binney, Manager, Corporate 
Social Responsibility, The Dannon 
Company. “The Westchester 
Community Opportunity Program 
is establishing a foundation of 
healthy behaviors that will affect 
these children and their families for 
years to come, and we are proud to 
contribute to its efforts.” 
 
For more information on WestCOP, 

visit http://www.westcop.org. 

For more information on the 
Dannon Company, visit 

www.dannon.com.

to 8pm at Hartley Park, in Mount 
Vernon. This FREE event will 
include two basketball clinics, an 
All-Star basketball game, autograph 
session, rides, face painting, Ben’s 
Book Club, arts & crafts and 
more. The weekend will conclude 
Saturday night with the BGW 
Comedy Show in the auditorium of 
Mount Vernon High School.
   One of the cornerstones of this 
year’s BGW is Ben’s Bowling 
Bash & Celebrity Fundraiser. This 
celebrity fundraiser is an event that 
is quite unique to Westchester and 

Chicago Bulls Superstar Ben Gordon 
Coming to Mount Vernon 

its’ starpower is certain to attract 
many attendees. Ben has invited 
a number of his fellow NBA stars 
as well as other celebrities and 
influential politicians to participate. 
Lane sponsorships are available 
which will allow up to six bowlers 
to bowl with a celebrity. However, 
the most important aspect of this 
event is the fact that the BGNLF 
will donate fifty percent of the net 
proceeds from this event to the 
‘Save Our Sports’ initiative which is 
an effort created by Ben and Mount 
Vernon Mayor Clinton I. Young 

Jr. to privately fund the legendary 
Mount Vernon interscholastic 
sports program, of which Ben 
Gordon is a product. For those not 
familiar with this local crisis, the 
Mount Vernon voters twice rejected 
the school budget which forced the 
Mount Vernon Board of Education 
to reduce its’ budget by cutting 
funding for interscholastic sports 
from it’s 2008-2009 budget.  
   For sponsorship opportunities or 
ticket sales, call Kenneth Plummer 
at 914-664-3000 or direct email to 
info@kensworthconsulting.com.

financial gain which came at the 
expense of the children he was 
entrusted to serve. We in the FBI 
are committed to addressing public 
corruption at every level, and are 
pleased to have been instrumental 
in this case.”
   “Crimes committed by public 
officials violate the public trust. Part 
of IRS-CI’s mission is to identify 
and prosecute public officials who 
engage in illegal activities and 
commit financial crimes against 
the government” said C. André 
Martin, Special Agent In Charge, 
Internal Revenue Service, Criminal 
Investigation.
   The Prince George’s County 
Public Schools (PGCPS), one of 
the 20 largest school districts in 
the nation in 2004, with a budget 
of more than $1 billion, employed 
Hornsby as Chief Executive Officer 
and Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Board of Education for Prince 
George’s County (Board) beginning 
in June 2003 until his resignation in 
May 2005.
Kickback from E-Rate Contracts
   Hornsby owned and operated 
Quality Schools Consulting, Inc. 
(QSCi), which assisted schools in 
preparing applications to secure 
funds under the federal E-Rate 
program. E-Rate provides schools 
and libraries with substantial 
discounts on telecommunications 
services, Internet access and internal 
connections. Cynthia Joffrion, who 
had worked for Hornsby in other 
school districts, assisted Hornsby in 
providing these services.
According to testimony in the 
five week trial, in the fall of 2003 
PGCPS sought assistance with 
its E-Rate applications. Hornsby 
directed PGCPS employees to seek 
proposals from outside E-Rate 
consulting companies by issuing a 
request for proposal (RFP). Joffrion 
provided Hornsby with a draft RFP 
which Hornsby provided to PGCPS 
personnel. Using that draft, PGCPS 
published an RFP for two weeks 
starting in October of 2003 to solicit 
bids. The mandatory deadline for 
the return of bids was November 3, 
2003.
   After evaluating the proposals 
submitted within the deadline, 
PGCPS recommended awarding 
the contract to a Maryland-based 
certified minority contractor, 
which submitted a bid for $59,675. 
Hornsby directed PGCPS personnel 
not to award the contract to the 
recommended contractor, and 
instead steered the contract to a 
non-existent company,       “Erate 
Managers D.B. Inc. (Erate 
Managers),” purportedly operated 
by Joffrion, who transmitted a 
proposal after the deadline for 
bids had expired. Joffrion initially 
quoted a flat fee of $48,550, but 
after Hornsby privately complained 
about the price, on December 14, 
Joffrion submitted another proposal 
to PGCPS that substantially 
increased the quote by adding 
a fee of 1% of the E-Rate funds 
awarded in addition to the flat fee 
of $48,550.
Testimony at trial showed that as a 
result of Hornsby’s intervention, on 
December 19, 2003, PGCPS issued 
a purchase order to Erate Managers 
requiring the school system to pay 
$48,550 plus 1% of the value of the 
E-Rate funds awarded in excess of 
$2 million. Pursuant to the contract 
for 2004, PGCPS paid Erate 
Managers more than $80,000.

Andre Hornsby Convicted on  
6 Felony Charges

   For the 2005 year, PGCPS again 
awarded Erate Managers a contract 
for E-Rate consulting services, 
requiring the school to pay $60,500 
plus a fee of 1% of the value of the 
funds awarded up to $10 million 
and 1.5% of the value of the funding 
award in excess of $10 million, 
not to exceed $300,000. Under 
the 2005 contract, PGCPS paid 
Erate Managers $40,900 before 
the contract was terminated by the 
Board.
   Hornsby and Joffrion agreed 
that Hornsby would receive half 
the proceeds from the E-Rate 
contracts. A video of Hornsby 
meeting with Joffrion at a hotel 
in Bowie, Maryland, showed that 
Hornsby agreed to receive more 
than $100,000 from Joffrion, 
which represented about half of 
the percentage fees to be paid 
by PGCPS and accepted $1,000 
in cash from Joffrion as a down 
payment. Hornsby proposed to 
Joffrion various methods to evade 
detection of the payments, including 
arranging for Joffrion to purchase 
valuable items for him such as 
property, a truck, art and a yacht. 
Kickback from LeapFrog 
Contract
   LeapFrog Enterprises, Inc. 
(LeapFrog) developed and 
marketed technology-based 
educational products. Sales 
commissions were generally paid 
to the representative assigned to 
the territory in which the sale was 
made. The sales representative for 
sales to customers in Virginia was 
Sienna Rochelle Owens. According 
to trial testimony, during his tenure 
as CEO, Hornsby and Owens were 
engaged in a long-term romantic 
relationship, and shared the 
same residence in Mitchellville, 
Maryland. A
   Another sales representative was 
responsible for sales to customers 
in Maryland.
In May 2004, Hornsby directed 
that PGCPS establish a summer 
program for kindergarten students 
who were being held back, and 
suggested using LeapFrog products. 
After receiving proposals from 
the Maryland sales representative 
for LeapFrog, PGCPS personnel 
recommended using a LeapFrog 
package for 33 classrooms.
   Meanwhile, Hornsby advised 
Owens that he wanted to purchase 
LeapFrog products for 216 
classrooms. Owens dealt directly 
and exclusively with Hornsby, who 
finalized the LeapFrog contract on 
June 10, 2004. At Owens’ request, 
Hornsby called her supervisor 
and agreed that PGCPS would 
purchase the LeapFrog products for 
$956,280. This transaction was one 
of the largest sales ever made by 
LeapFrog’s SchoolHouse Division 
to public schools. At Hornsby’s 
direction, PGCPS mailed a check 
dated July 30, 2004, for $956,280 
to LeapFrog to pay for the deal.
   On June 4, 2004 Owens demanded 
70-75% of the projected sales 
commission of $40,689, or a flat 
fee of $25,000 from the Maryland 
LeapFrog sales representative. 
Owens later agreed to accept 
$20,000 in commission and on June 
11, 2004 she executed a commission 
share agreement with the Maryland 
sales representative using a Compaq 
Presario computer and software 
registered to Hornsby. On August 4 
Owens received $20,000 by money 
order from the Maryland sales 

representative. Owens then paid 
Hornsby $10,000 in cash for his 
assistance in securing the LeapFrog 
contract. Hornsby instructed Owens 
to eliminate emails and other records 
that would reveal her involvement 
in the LeapFrog contract. 
Concealment of the Kickbacks
   In October 2004, following 
newspaper reports of the LeapFrog 
contract and the relationship 
between Hornsby and Owens, the 
FBI opened an investigation into 
PGCPS contracts with Erate and 
LeapFrog, leading to a federal grand 
jury investigation. Hornsby was 
aware in late 2004 of the federal 
investigations. He was also aware 
that the Board hired a forensic 
accounting firm, Huron Consulting 
Group (Huron), to investigate the 
contracts.
  Testimony at trial showed that 
Hornsby made false statements to 
Huron auditors and in his written 
response to Huron’s June 3, 2005 
written report. Hornsby falsely 
stated that: Joffrion did not work 
for, or provide services to any 
clients of, QSCi; he did not know 
who developed the RFP; PGCPS 
personnel did not select any of the 
five bidders for the initial E-Rate 
because their proposals did not 
respond to the RFP; after he assumed 
leadership of PGCPS he did not 
accept any new E-Rate business 
and that he had secured two E-Rate 
contracts with a Houston, Texas 
school district before his tenure 
with PGCPS; he was not aware 
that Owens played any role in the 
LeapFrog contract; he did not have 
any role in negotiations to finalize 
the LeapFrog contract; and he did 
not personally benefit from the 
E-Rate and LeapFrog contracts.
Obstruction of Justice
   On the heels of the news of the 
federal investigation, Hornsby 
instructed PGCPS personnel to 
destroy back-up computer tapes 
containing his and other employee 
email. Additionally, Hornsby 
attempted to persuade Joffrion, who 
was cooperating with the FBI, not to 
produce the computer files from the 
Compaq computer used by Owens 
to create the commission-share 
agreement, which had subsequently 
been sent to Joffrion, as requested 
by a grand jury subpoena. 
   Hornsby faces a maximum sentence 
of 20 years in prison followed by 
three years of supervised release 
for each mail and wire fraud count; 
and 10 years in prison followed by 
three years of supervised release for 
witness tampering and obstruction 
of justice. The jury acquitted 
Hornsby on two other counts and 
did not reach agreement on 14 
charges. U.S. District Judge Peter J. 
Messitte has scheduled sentencing 
for October 20, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.
   Sienna Owens, who testified at 
trial, pleaded guilty to endeavoring 
to impede the internal revenue laws 
for failing to report the commission 
income from the LeapFrog 
contract. She faces a maximum 
penalty of 3 years in prison 
followed by a year of supervised 
release and a $250,000 fine. 
   United States Attorney Rod J. 
Rosenstein praised the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
Internal Revenue Service - Criminal 
Investigation for their investigative 
work. Mr. Rosenstein thanked 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys Michael 
R. Pauze and Stuart A. Berman, 
who are prosecuting the case.

CORTLANDT MANOR, NY 
-- A summer tenant appreciation 
luncheon at Cortlandt Manor 
Medical Center provided the 
property’s new owner, Gyrodyne 
Company of America Inc. 
(NASDAQ:GYRO), an opportunity 
to meet and mix with companies 
located at the medical office 
building. 
   Peter Pitsiokos (third from left), 
Gyrodyne’s chief operating officer, 
sat and talked with tenants during 
the event. “It was terrific to discuss 
their suggestions for the building 
and begin to establish a rapport 
as their new landlord so quickly 
following the acquisition,” he said. 
“It afforded us the chance to ease the 
transition and demonstrate that we 
are a responsive, service-oriented 
owner committed to upholding 
Cortlandt Manor’s quality and 
image.”
   Cortlandt Manor Medical Center, 
located at 1985 Crompond Road in 
Cortlandt Manor, sits on five acres 
directly across the street from the 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center 
on the City of Peekskill border. 
It features 29,811 square feet of 

Gyrodyne Hosts Tenant Event at 
Cortlandt Manor Medical Center
New Owner Greets Companies at Office Building During  

Appreciation Luncheon

medical office space that currently 
is 97 percent leased to 13 tenants. 
   Gyrodyne, a Long Island-based real 
estate investment trust, purchased 
Cortlandt Manor Medical Center 
in June. The company remains 
in active acquisition mode, with 
a focus on well-located medical 
office assets. Its other hallmark 
properties that cater to medical 
office use include the 10-building 
Port Jefferson Professional Park in 

Port Jefferson, N.Y.
   Gyrodyne is a full-service real 
estate organization that owns 
and manages diverse commercial 
properties and is committed 
to environmentally sensitive 
development. Incorporated in 1946, 
the company is based in the hamlet 
of St. James, N.Y.

For further information about 
Gyrodyne, visit  

http://www.gyrodyne.com.

mailto:WTTLegal@gmail.com
http://www.hudsonvalleymca.org/
http://www.westcop.org
https://chiowa.edelman.com/exchange/012679/Vault/Dannon/Grants - 2008/Winners 2008/Materials/binneyga/Documents and Settings/caradeph/Local Settings/Local Settings/Temp/notes59EEC0/www.dannon.com
mailto:info@kensworthconsulting.com
http://http:/www.gyrodyne.com
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Summer Movies

Outside on the Y’s Back Deck

Mats will be set up for the kids
(who are invited to come in their PJs or
favorite film-themed costumes).
Parents -- bring your own lawn chairs.

$7 per person
Including free popcorn and lemonade!

You can purchase tickets online with no service charge at

www.RiverdaleY.org

Enchanted
Thursday,
July 10,
8:00 pm

The Chronicles of Narnia
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
Sunday, July 20, 8:00 pm

School of Rock
Sunday,
August 17, 7:30 pm

The Princess
Bride
Thursday,
August 21,
7:30 pmRaindates:  If it is raining on the afternoon of a

scheduled outdoor show, check our website,
www.RiverdaleY.org, for information about whether
the movie will run and, if not, when it is rescheduled.

5625 Arlington Avenue (off 256 St., near Skyview), (718) 548-8200

new plan now calls for 50 of the 112 
acres within the Alexander Street 
corridor to be open public spaces. 
   Another set of recommendations 
incorporated into the alternative plan 
are vastly improved view corridors 
to the Hudson River.  Based on 
smart growth and nationally 
accepted urban design principals, 
the plan relocates and reconfigures 
buildings using street and building 
setback requirements to fashion 
a new urban transit village that 
visually connects to the adjoining 
neighborhoods and contains a mix 
of urban housing types.  It has 
a defined center that ties its two 
transit ends together into a cohesive 
whole.  Like a well conceived song, 
the waterfront village now has a 
beginning, middle and end—all 
different, all dynamic. The new 
plan also calls for keeping the 
existing Glenwood Power Station, 
but without an 18 story tower 
above it and reusing it as a major 
public destination with commercial 
uses such as, a restaurant, catering 
facility, museum, or a Chelsea 
Piers-like sport complex.  Similarly, 
the plan retains the original goal of 
reusing the historically significant 
city jail as a commercial public 
facility, restaurant, international 
food market or a similar use. 
   Finally, the alternative plan 
accomplishes our primary goal 
of reclaiming the Hudson River 
waterfront for the people of Yonkers, 
which has been denied them for 
decades.  Continuing the success 
of the public esplanade built along 
new residential developments next 
to the City Pier, we have extended 
the esplanade and road network 
another 1.25 miles north along the 
river, making the entire waterfront 
accessible by bicycle, car and foot.  
The plan incorporates a separate 
bike path alongside a paved 

Public Review Improves and Progresses 
Alexander Street Master Plan

walkway within the esplanade to 
encourage people to use alternative 
forms of transportation.   
   I truly believe this plan, along 
with our downtown redevelopment 
efforts, will position Yonkers to 
become one of the most exciting 
places in the United States to live, 
work and play.  I recently attended 
a national symposium in Chicago 
called the Mayor’s Institute for 
Design, at which Mayors from 
all over the country shared their 
dreams and plans for the future 
with a world class team of design 
and architectural professionals.  
After I presented our plan for 
the downtown and waterfront, 
Yonkers received resounding and 
enthusiastic approval from the 
crowd who hailed our efforts as 
one of the best and most interesting 
programs of its nature anywhere.  
It’s time to move forward and allow 
Yonkers to take its place among the 
best cities in America. 
   Highlights of the Transit 
Oriented Alternative Master Plan 
for Alexander Street 
   Creates a Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) layout 
with higher residential density 
concentrated closest to the two train 
stations, encouraging alternative 
modes of transportation within the 
area and ensures mix-uses at the 
center of the redevelopment core 
and at the train stations.  Specifically 
the refined plan: 
* Maintains the planned residential 
density of 3752 units
* Includes 35% more open public 
space: increased from 13 acres to 
17.5 acres
* Adds 4 additional public spaces 
for a total of 10 public spaces, or 
distinct destination points within 
the redevelopment area
* Reduces residential parking ratio 
to 1:1; reducing parking spaces by 

900+; also reducing parking garage 
levels from 4-7 to 2-3, improves 
streetscape; requires  the residential 
parking requirements be located on 
each parcel corresponding to the 
number of residential units
* Reduces number of high rise 
buildings from 18 to 12; reducing 
impacts on view sheds 
Widens view sheds at east west 
streets aligned in Ravine Ave.; 
reducing massing and bulk 
improves view sheds using street 
and building setback standards
Includes commercial retail/office 
uses at the ground level located at 
“Urban Village” core and near the 
train stops  
* Adds bicycle path alongside 
riverfront walkway in esplanade and 
plans for a trolley car/ bus or other 
light rail mode of transportation 
within the redevelopment area to 
further reduce the use of the auto
* Includes additional design  
guidelines for building setbacks, 
streetscaping and façade treatments  
* Adds Greyston Bakery site to 
Plan 
* Extends Alexander St. entire 
length of waterfront for public 
access –lessens traffic congestion
* Eliminates diagonal along parcels 
L & M, reinstates existing block 
configuration – improves traffic 
flow; allows block to be higher 
density
* Adds additional east-west streets 
into site – improves on site traffic 
flow
Eliminates the 18 story tower 
over the Glenwood Power Plant; 
encourages the reuse of the existing 
structure
* Adds additional open public space 
to the existing jail house site and 
promotes the adaptive reuse of the 
building and site for a commercial 
use.

Pharmacy Technician Association, 
there are currently over 39,000 
job openings each year in this field 
and employment opportunities are 
expected to grow by 33.2% between 
now and 2014, for a total of 88,000 
new jobs.  “A projected increase 
in the number of prescriptions to 
be written over the next decade, 
combined with an already existing 
shortage of pharmacists, makes 
Pharmacy Technician one career 
option that may be recession-
proof,” observed Dr. Jerry Kostroff, 
dean of Monroe’s School of Allied 
Health Professions.   
   “Besides the obvious – an 
aging population relying on 
multi-pharmaceutical treatments 
– pharmacists are moving away 
from traditional dispensing duties 
and towards educating consumers 
about proper medication use.  
Subsequently, technicians are 
assuming more responsibility 
for prescription provisioning and 

Pharmacy Technician Career
other tasks previously performed 
by pharmacists.  This will result 
in a greater increased need for 
technicians to be more highly 
educated and trained in expanded 
duties,” added Kostroff.  “A 
pharmacy technician with an 
Associates degree is likely to find 
themselves to be in the greatest 
demand in this job market.”
   Kostroff noted that based on the 
demand it has seen for its students 
majoring in other healthcare 
administrative programs of study, 
Monroe College is optimistic 
that pharmacy technicians majors 
will have no shortage of career 
opportunities and in many different 
venues, from retailing to hospitals 
and managed care facilities.  
Students studying in Monroe’s 
Associate degree program will 
receive training in prescription 
preparation and fulfillment, 
establishing patient profiles, and in 
administrative functions including 

customer service, maintenance of 
pharmacy equipment, inventory 
management and generation of 
pharmacy reports, and serving as 
liaisons with insurance carriers 
and government healthcare plans.   
They also will learn the procedures 
and technology required for serving 
as liaisons with outside contacts 
such as medication vendors and 
third party payers. An internship or 
practicum in a pharmaceutical or 
related setting will be a graduation 
requirement. 

   For more information about the 
Pharmacy Technician Program, 

call 800-55-MONROE or visit the 
School of Allied Health Professions 
online at www.monroecollege.edu. 
Click on “Academics/Schools & 

Programs/School of Allied Health 
Professions.”

Dear EarthTalk: What are the 
major environmental issues that 
our next president, be it Obama or 
McCain, will have to confront? -- 
Melinda Barnes, via e-mail

   Global warming is unquestionably 
the most pressing environmental 
issue facing whoever ends up in the 
White House in January 2009. Not 
only does climate change impact—
and in most cases exacerbate—other 
environmental problems, it has even 
wider implications for the economy 
and society at large. Luckily for 
all of us, both Barack Obama and 
John McCain are committed to 
tackling climate change, although 
their proposed approaches differ in 
significant ways. 
   The non-profit League of 
Conservation Voters (LCV), 
America’s leading voice for 
environmental advocacy within 
electoral politics, would prefer to 
see Obama elected president given 
his environmental track record 
and plans for the future. While 
both candidates favor instituting 
a mandatory “cap-and-trade” 
program (whereby the federal 
government allows polluters to 
trade for the right to emit a reduced 
overall amount of greenhouse 
gases), Obama is for more strident 
cuts. He would like to see the U.S. 
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 
by some 80 percent by 2050, while 
McCain supports only cutting back 
by 65 percent. Both candidates have 
authored legislation in the Senate 
designed to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, although no such bills 
have come close to passing. 
   Even though McCain is by far the 
most forward-thinking of the original 
Republican presidential contenders 
on global warming and the need 
to take action, LCV still gives him 
poor marks, only a 24 rating (out 
of 100) lifetime and zero for 2007. 
LCV says that McCain missed all 
15 critical environmental votes last 
year and that he “repeatedly clings 
to outdated policies and flip-flops 
on core environmental issues.” By 
comparison, Obama earned a score 

EarthTalk™  
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

“Global warming is the biggest issue facing our next president. Both 
Barack Obama and John McCain are committed to tackling climate 

change, although their proposed approaches differ in significant ways.” 
Photo courtesy of Getty Images.

of 67 in 2007, because he missed 
four votes due to campaigning (his 
2006 score was 100), and has a 
lifetime LCV rating of 86. 
   One area where environmentalists 
take issue with McCain is his 
support for expanding the role of 
nuclear power in cutting fossil fuel 
use. Obama would rather bolster 
alternative energy sources like wind 
and solar power that do not have 
the nasty side effect of radioactive 
waste in need of storage and 
disposal. (McCain also supports the 
development of new renewables, 
but not to the extent that Obama is 
willing to commit). 
   Some of the other hot button 
environmental issues sure to 
occupy the next president’s time 
include: how to best protect the 
nation’s water resources and 
wetlands; whether to allow more 
drilling for oil and natural gas both 
offshore and within Alaska’s Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge; whether 
to reinstate the Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule, a Clinton-era 
law (subsequently overturned by 
the Bush administration) calling for 
protection of some 58 million acres 
of public land from logging; how to 
meet U.S. commitments on existing 
environmental laws in international 

trade agreements; and whether to 
bring back the so-called “polluter 
pays” part of the government’s 
“Superfund” toxic waste clean-up 
program. 
   While Obama is clearly the 
greener candidate on most of 
these issues, the fact that McCain 
even takes them seriously—and 
is committed to any greenhouse 
gas reductions whatsoever—is a 
plus for environmental advocates 
exasperated by eight years of 
green naysaying by the Bush 
administration. 

CONTACTS: Obama ’08, 
www.barackobama.com; 

McCain for President, 
www.johnmccain.com; 

League of Conservation Voters, 
www.lcv.org.

   Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o 

E/The Environmental Magazine, 
P.O. Box 5098, Westport, CT 

06881; submit it at: 
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/

thisweek/, 
or e-mail: 

earthtalk@emagazine.com

RIDGEWOOD, NY -- Employees 
of Ridgewood Savings Bank 
gave personal finance and savings 
lessons to approximately 
3,200 students from 27 
public and private junior 
high schools and one high 
school throughout Queens, 
Brooklyn, The Bronx, 
Manhattan, Westchester, 
Nassau, and Suffolk 
Counties as part of the American 
Bankers Association Education 
Foundation’s National Teach 
Children to Save Program. 
   During April and May 2008, 
46 Ridgewood Savings Bank 
employees joined thousands of 
bankers across the country who 
went “back to school” to help fill 
the need for financial education 
among students.
   “As a community-focused bank, 
we routinely emphasize ‘Saving is 
the Secret of Wealth’, a lesson that 
is central to the Ridgewood culture.  
Through this program, we want 
to help young people understand 
personal finances and impart the 
critical importance of saving.  It 
is our hope these messages will 
remain with them throughout their 
lives,” said Ridgewood Savings 
Bank Chairman, President and CEO 
William C. McGarry. 
   The presentations included 

Ridgewood Savings Bank Employees 
Help 3,200 Students Learn 

Financial ABCs 
Part of National Teach Children to Save Program

activities on the concept of 
saving, how interest makes money 
grow, how to budget, and how to 

distinguish between needs and 
wants.  Since the American Bankers 
Association Education Foundation’s 
National Teach Children to Save 
Day began in 1997, thousands of 
bankers have taught money skills to 
more than one million students.
   Ridgewood Savings Bank offered 
the following five tips to help 
parents make every day a “Savings 
Day”:
* Help kids open up their own bank 
savings account and make deposits 
regularly.  Many banks offer kids 
accounts that have no fee and 
minimum-balance requirements. 
* Kids love to get mail, so encourage 
them to keep an eye out for their 
monthly statement. 
* Kids love to surf the net, too!  
Most banks have online calculators 
that kids (and grown-ups) can use 
to plan their savings. 
* Talk to your child about the 
family budget.  Include a discussion 

on needs and wants.   * Reinforce 
this by budgeting for a family  
outing or purchase. 

* Give your kids positive 
feedback.  As they get older, 
give them responsibility 
over how they spend their 
money.
   This was the first year that 
Ridgewood Saving Bank 
decided to teach the high 

school level.  Different curriculums 
were designed for the various age 
groups to keep the event interesting 
and challenging.  
   LouAnn Mannino, Assistant Vice 
President, Ridgewood Savings 
Bank, concluded, “Each year we 
have received excellent feedback 
from both the schools and the 
presenters.  We all were gratified 
to be a part of this program again 
and were energized by the students’ 
enthusiasm.  They were engaged 
and inquisitive, which clearly 
served to remind us all of why we 
participate in this event.”
   Chartered in 1921, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank (www.
ridgewoodbank.com) is the largest 
mutual savings bank in New York 
State with $4.1 billion dollars in 
assets serving customers throughout 
the New York metropolitan area.

AKC Registered
 

English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  
Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 

Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

Employment 
Opportunity

As part of our expansion program, 
a small company is looking 

for part time work from home 
account managers and sales 

representatives. It pays $3000 a 
month plus benefits and takes only 
a little of your time. Please contact 
us for more details. Requirements: 

should be computer literate; 2-
3 hours access to the Internet 
weekly. Must be over 20yrs 
of age. Must be efficient and 

dedicated. If you are interested 
and need more information, please 

send e-mail to
elizabethfirm09@hotmail.com.

http://www.monroecollege.edu/
http://www.barackobama.com
http://www.johnmccain.com
http://www.lcv.org
http://www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/
http://www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
http://www.ridgewoodbank.com/
http://www.ridgewoodbank.com/
mailto:elizabethfirm09@hotmail.com
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Government
Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   Since the summer began, the 
level of foot traffic and frequency 
of phone calls at Village Hall 
has diminished, but the Trustees 
and I continue to work on many 
initiatives all at various stages of 
completion.  We met as a board 
this past week and will not meet 
again until September so a summer 
update seemed in order. 
   The Girl Scout Cabin committee, 
so ably chaired by former Mayor 
Sheila Stein, has delivered their final 
recommendations.  After almost a 
year of review, the committee of 14 
residents decided that the Cabin not 
be rebuilt, rather the land should be 
rehabilitated into pristine open space 
for passive recreational 
use.   Some factors in the 
decision equation include 
the new and more stringent 
building requirements in 
the flood plain location, 
the minimal cabin use in 
recent years by Village 
residents and the desire of 
residents, as gleaned from 
a Village wide survey, not 
to spend taxpayer dollars 
on a new structure.  Monies 
will go toward improving 
ground cover, soil condition 
and landscaping.  The committee is 
also helping the Village purchase 
a snow melter so the property 
will henceforth not be a seasonal 
dumping ground for Village snow.  
The committee’s recommendations 
allow the Village to rehabilitate 
and preserve open space while 
not precluding the building of 
a structure in the future if the 
community so desires.  We thank 
the volunteers for their hard work 
this past year. 
   By Labor Day, several other Village 
projects will reach completion. 
   All of the crosswalks in the 
business district and major Village 

intersections will be repainted.  At 
the same time, improvements will 
be made at the intersection near 
Starbucks. 
   All newspaper boxes in the Village 
will meet the standards of our 
updated code.  For example, you 

will no longer see boxes chained 
to Village or private property or 
placed too close to crosswalks or 
handicapped passage. 
The draft of the Metro North 
vibration study is about two weeks 
behind schedule but we expect to 
have readings and recommendations 
by summer’s end. 
   Our flood engineers, Dvorka 
& Bartilucci, have filed grant 
application with the County for 
remediation monies for specific 
neighborhoods in the Village that 
have recurrent flooding.  It is a 
rolling application cycle so we 
anticipate an expedited response. 

   During August, our Department 
of Public Works staff will also 
be sprucing up our open space, 
concentrating on Sagamore Park, 
Bicentennial Park and the tennis 
court complex.  Two of the courts 
will also receive much needed 
repair. 
   We are also hoping to plant more 
street trees thanks to the donations 
received through the Tree Donor 
Program initiated by student 
resident Henry Blais. 
   Thanks to joint lobbying efforts 
with our colleagues in Eastchester 
and Tuckahoe, sections of Route 
22 will be repaved in 2009.  We 
continue to advocate for the entire 

stretch to be repaired and 
some drainage basins 
installed in the Bronxville 
stretch. 
   Palumbo Place is slated 
to reopen in early Fall after 
School staff relocates back 
to the main campus. 
   We have redoubled our 
efforts, so far futile, to draw 
attention to the physical 
condition and staffing 
needs at our local Post 
Office.  We are working 
with Congresswoman 

Lowey’s office to effectuate 
improvements. 
   As we look toward Fall and the 
renewed traffic congestion, we are 
going to reach out to commuters, 
students, parents and employers 
to see what initiatives we can 
collaborate on to encourage less 
driving and more walking and 
biking throughout the Village.  
We welcome any suggestions to 
make the Village more pedestrian 
friendly.

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congressman Eliot Engel voted 
to pass legislation that will help 
families facing foreclosure keep 
their homes, help other families 
avoid foreclosures in the future, and 
help the recovery of communities 
harmed by empty homes caught in 
the foreclosure process.  
   The legislation, the American 
Housing Rescue and Foreclosure 
Prevention Act of 2008, passed 
Wednesday by a vote of 272-152 
and now goes to the Senate where 
it is expected to pass. The President 
has said he would sign the bill.
   Rep. Engel said, “This bill will 
go a long way toward addressing 
the shortage of affordable housing 
options in our nation.”
   The legislation will:
* Shore up the housing market and 
ensure the availability of affordable 
home loans;
* Strengthen neighborhoods 
hardest hit by the foreclosure crisis 
by providing resources to cities 
and states to buy and rehabilitate 
foreclosed properties;
* Expand homeownership 
opportunities for veterans and help 
returning soldiers avoid foreclosure 
and stay in their home;
* Provide tax breaks to spur home 
buying, and;
* Create an Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund to boost the nation’s 

CongreemanEliot Engel Supports 
Housing Rescue Bill

affordable rental housing in rural 
and urban areas for low- and 
very low-income individuals and 
families.
   Rep. Engel said, “This vital 
legislation will help us to keep 
the collapsing housing market 
from dragging down the rest of 
the economy. It will also help 
those people with delinquent 
mortgages save their homes from 
foreclosure.”
   The legislation also gave the 
Treasury Department the authority 
to increase the already existing 
lines of credit to the two national 
mortgage giants, Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, which together own 
or guarantee almost half of the 
nation’s $12 trillion in mortgages. 

   The legislation provides a $7,500 
tax credit for first time home buyers. 
It also grants authority to state and 
local housing agencies to issue up 
to $11 billion in tax exempt bonds 
to refinance bad mortgages while 
calling for stricter oversight of 
mortgage brokers.
   Rep. Engel said, “America is facing 
a number of economic hardships, 
including the sub-prime mortgage 
crisis and the skyrocketing price 
of oil. The federal government is 
taking steps to put our economy 
back on an even keel. We cannot 
abandon people who are in danger 
of losing their homes – especially 
when their numbers are so great.  It 
threatens the whole economy.”
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International

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

As part of our expansion program, our company is 
looking for Part Time Work from home account man-
agers and sales representatives, it pays $500 a month 
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please 
contact us for more details. Requirements - Should be 

a computer literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet 
weekly. Must be over 19 yrs. of age. Must be efficient 

and dedicated. If you are interested and  
need more information.  

Direct email to Dan Frank: danfrank005@gmail.com.

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

We are looking for an Accounting/Sale’s  
Representative who can be working for us as a part 
time worker getting paid for your work while you 

maintain your regular job and work for us. 
If interested you can email us at  

mark-scott@live.com for more information. 

Although Kosova’s independence 
has been recognized by the 
United States, it lacks genuine 
sovereignty.    With  five  entities 
competing for power, Kosova is 
drifting.
   Since Kosova declared its 
independence on February 17, 
2008, it has been recognized by 
43 countries; it has a constitution 
with a majority of laws based on 
the criteria outlined in the Ahtisaari 
plan; it has its own multiethnic 
flag and national anthem; it has 
established its foreign ministry; it 
has prepared new passports; and 
it is currently in the process of 
establishing security forces with the 
assistance of NATO experts.  
   Nevertheless, it is hard to 
envision how Kosova is to achieve 
full economic and political 
independence with five entities 
competing for power and reporting 
to their own chains of command. 
The United Nations, which should 
have handed over its mission to 
the European Union on June 15, 
became increasingly reluctant to 
pass on its mandate in the face of 
Russian pressure, invoking UN 
Resolution 1244, and the objection 
of Serbia and seven EU members.  
On June 12, UN General Secretary 
Ban Ki-moon sent a letter to Kosova 
President Fatmir Sejdiu and Serbian 
President Boris Tadic, stating that 
he wanted to “reconfigure UNMIK” 
and “to place the EU under it.”  
EULEX, the 2,200-member body 
led by General Yves de Kermabon 
that is supposed to supervise the 
police and the judiciary, has yet 
to fill its ranks (there are only 
300 in country) and deploy to the 
north.    The International Civilian 
Office (ICO), the 1,800-strong 
administrative body led by Peter 
Feith, reports to a steering group 
of representative powers, and 
individual members actually report 
to their individual home countries. 
KFOR reports to NATO command, 
and the troops participating in the 
Kosova mission report to their 
home countries.
   Then there is the Kosova 
government and parliament, 
which is being cautioned by the 
international community to remain 
patient and which, under the new 
constitution, must respect the power 
of the ICO to “sanction and remove 
any public official and annul any 
decision or legislation that violates 
the letter or spirit of the settlement.”  
And finally, there are the Kosova 
Serbs, who are being manipulated 
by Belgrade to refuse integration 
into the new state of Kosova.  
   The alphabet soup of 
“internationals” seems to lack a 
clear plan for solving the serious 
political and economic problems 
that Kosova faces.  In addition, the 

Kosova Adrift
Based on an Albanian American Civic League fact-finding trip to Kosova, 

 June 29—July 6, 2008

By Shirley Cloyes DioGuardi
ICO, the new lead body, is now in 
competition with UNMIK. This 
makes it highly unlikely for decision 
making to coalesce and that any 
robust response will be made to 
Serbia’s efforts to undermine the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Kosova.  Until 
this changes, Kosova will be 
independent in name only.
Serbia, with the backing 
of Russia, is working 
to undermine Kosova’s 
sovereignty and to 
destabilize the region.  The 
United States must again 
stand up to both.
   Serbia has not accepted 
independence, international 
supervision, or the Ahtisaari 
principles.  Through its 
intensive lobbying efforts 
challenging Kosova’s 
sovereignty, there has been a 
slowdown in the recognition 
of Kosova as a new state.  
Serbia is simultaneously changing 
the realities on the ground.  They 
are using money to control Kosova 
Serbs, 40 percent of whom live 
above the Ibar River in northern 
Kosova and 60 percent of whom 
live below in enclaves throughout 
Kosova.  Since the declaration 
of independence, Belgrade has 
strengthened parallel structures, 
including police, judiciary, 
border control, transportation, 
telecommunications, and cultural 
heritage sites. On February 20, 
Kosova Serbs, with support from 
Belgrade, blew up two border 
crossings in northern Kosova, 
Gates 1 and 31, and the border 
checkpoints of Brnjak, Jarinje, and 
Mutivode.  Last month, on June 28, 
they established a parliament in the 
north. 
   Tom Yazdgerdi, political and 
economic section chief of the U.S. 
Embassy, with whom we had an 
excellent meeting, told us that the 
United States is sending a clear 
message to Belgrade that it cannot 
embrace the European Union and 
its future admittance to it and at 
the same time object to EULEX 
and maintain control over Kosova 
Serbs. (More than any other Western 
factor, the United States is pressing 
Serbia to accept the independence 
of Kosova and to get on with its 
own democratization.)  As a lawyer 
working for the international 
community stated, “There will be 
a full blown political crisis in the 
European Union if Tadic pursues 
both tracks.”
   Nevertheless, Serbian cooperation 
of any sort is highly unlikely while 
the Serbs feel that they have 
Russian backing. Very few want 
to join the European Union—most 
have the right to travel anyway–and 
certainly not if it means “losing 

Kosovo,” as they see it.  Russia, 
calling the independence of Kosova 
“illegal,” continues to invoke UN 
Resolution 1244, even though 
1244 neither allows nor disallows 
independence.  Nevertheless, if 1244 

is not removed, Serbian parallel 
structures will get concretized.  The 
United States must again stand up 
to Russia.  As has historically been 
the case, until the United States 
does so, the European Union will 
remain divided and Kosova’s status 
will not be resolved once and for 
all.  With 25 percent of the financial 
responsibility for EULEX and a 
troop presence in Camp Bondsteel, 
the United States cannot afford to 
take a back seat to Europe at this 
critical juncture. 
The de facto partition of 
Mitrovice is a reality.  The Kosova 
government and internationals 
have not yet been able to take the 
north under their control, partly 
because most of the West is once 
again appeasing Serbia.
   The north of Kosova, beginning 
with Mitrovica, has effectively 
separated itself with Serbian 
support, and is utterly lawless.  
Serbia’s end game has always been 
the partition of the north.  A high-
ranking member of the ICO told 
us that EULEX will eventually 
deploy, but the timing remains to 
be seen because of concerns about 
EU forces coming under attack.  As 
Tom Yazdgerdi rightly told us, “If 
EULEX does not deploy into the 
north, we will have problems.”  But 
it remains to be seen if the ICO 
and EULEX have any idea about 
how to regain control of the north 
other than by waiting and hoping 
that Tadic’s government’s desire 
to join the EU will yield greater 
cooperation from the Serbs.  The 
UN and the Contact Group member 
also seem to be taking this wait 
and see approach. The result is that 
Belgrade is seizing the opportunity 
to fulfill its territorial ambitions, 
continuing Slobodan Milosevic’s 
quest for “Greater Serbia.”

   As a USAID representative told 
us off the record, “efforts should 
be made to gain control over the 
Serb majority in the south by giving 
them carrots, while giving Belgrade 
the stick by challenging the lawless 

of the north on a daily basis and 
publicly bringing attention to 
Belgrade’s intransigence in the 
international media.”  
   Without intervention by the 
United States to accelerate the 
deployment of EULEX in the 
north, with support from KFOR, the 
partition will become a reality, and 
this will open the way for renewed 
discussion of making the Presheva 
Valley a part of Kosova, as it was 
before the Serbs illegally annexed 
it in 1956.  We met with leaders 
from several political parties and 
NGOs in Presheva, Medvedgje, 
and Bujanoc in Gjilan and received 
a chilling portrait of the apartheid-
like conditions for Albanians 
there.  The Serbian police and 
military are engaged in a silent 
ethnic cleansing in the Presheva 
Valley. They are deliberately using 
violent and oppressive tactics in 
an attempt to drive the Albanian 
people out of the region, while 
simultaneously blocking refugee 
returns.  The problems of Albanians 
in the Presheva Valley amount to 
the worst human rights situation in 
Europe.
The economy is negatively 
impacted by Kosova’s lack 
of sovereignty and the lack 
of a steady supply of energy.  
Unaddressed, this will pave the 
way for a social crisis.  
   As Muhamet Mustafa, the 
president of RIINVEST Institute 
for Development Research, 
emphasized, until Kosova can 
control its territory, there will 
be no fair competition.  Several 
businessmen that we interviewed 
supported this statement and said 
that no one is taking action to 
deal with the Serbs.  The porous 
borders in the north have meant 
that there are no duties and taxes 

on Serbian imports, while Albanian 
businessmen and women are paying 
these fees.  As a result, the new 
Kosovar state is likely to be rapidly 
bankrupted by tax free goods, 
including gasoline, smuggled 

in from Serbia, unless 
immediate steps are taken 
to introduce checkpoints 
throughout the country.  Laws 
must be enforced across the 
board.  Right now there is no 
way to introduce economic 
rules in the Serb enclaves.  
For example, Kosovar Serbs 
are driving cars with licenses 
from the Yugoslav era and 
refusing to register with the 
Kosova government, and 
no one takes action against 
them.
   Riinvest staffers, Kosova 
political officials, and the 
U.S. Embassy all stressed the 
inability to attract economic 
investment in the absence of 

a reliable supply of energy. Riinvest 
stressed the fact that the country 
cannot wait for the extension of 
its lignite-mining operations and 
the building of the new high-
capacity power plant known as  
“Kosova C.”  In the short run, 
they recommend installing new 
capacity at Kosova B and building 
new, smaller (1,000 megawatts) 
plants throughout the country. 
   Kosovars still depend on 
expatriate earnings being remitted 
and on donor funds.  But with 
the deteriorating world economic 
situation, remittances are half 
of what they were after the war 
and most European countries are 
sharply tightening controls on 
legal and illegal immigration.  
The July 11 donor conference in 
Brussels brought 1.2 billion euros 
of assistance to Kosova, but a large 
part of the total will go to serving 
Kosova’s share of the Yugoslav 
debt that it inherited from Serbia 
on independence.  Meanwhile, at 
least 50 percent of the population 
is unemployed and 30,000 students 
graduate and enter the job market 
each year, but only 3,000, according 
to Riinvest, find jobs.  The black 
economy is growing and corruption 
is increasing.  Unless change comes 
soon, the potential for widespread 
social unrest is real.
The Kosova government is 
bowing to the international 
community, when it should be 
pursuing internal solutions. 
   The present Kosova Government 
appears to be principally concerned 
with holding on to power.  It 
has yet to put forth a proactive 
strategy for solving the country’s 
problems and is not moving 
energetically and systematically 
in areas where it can exercise 
power (i.e., obtaining recognition 

through active lobbying).  In some 
political circles, there is an air of 
self satisfaction (“we can sit back 
now that we have independence”).  
In others, the atmosphere is one 
of dispirited paralysis (“only the 
internationals can solve this”), 
when in reality the international 
community has little idea of how 
to move forwards, and, in some 
sectors, is actually encouraging 
drift.  The only way that Kosova 
can succeed is if its government and 
its people take charge. Otherwise, it 
will be permanently dependent on 
the international administration.  
As former Prime Minister Ramush 
Haradinaj said, “We need local 
solutions with international 
assistance.”  
Until the international community 
is willing to establish a properly 
independent Kosova state, 
stability in Southeast Europe will 
be at risk.
   Serbia has been able to slow the 
process of recognition of Kosova 
with the abiding help of Russia.  
Through vigorous diplomatic 
actions in the international arena, on 
the one hand, and by consolidating 
political and economic control over 
the Serb community in Kosova, on 
the other, Belgrade is working to 
weaken Kosova’s February 2008 
declaration of independence.  On a 
daily basis it is raising questions in 
diplomatic circles and in the press 
about whether Kosova is capable 
of functioning as a sovereign, 
multiethnic state.  Belgrade has been 
helped, to a great extent, by the fact 
that the international community 
was unwilling to establish Kosova 
as a properly independent state.  
   Much has been made of the 
Ahtisaari plan as the key to Kosova’s 
independence.  While it established 
the basis for recognition, its operation 
at a technical level (building a 
functioning society) depends 
for its workability on Serbian 
agreement and cooperation, none 
of which is forthcoming.  Several 
commentators told us that, in 
the absence of cooperation from 
Belgrade and Kosova Serbs, the 
Ahtisaari plan should be regarded 
as null and void and replaced with 
a system in which there is one 
vote for each of Kosova’s citizens, 
equal protection for all, and with no 
special privileges on the basis of 
ethnicity.  No matter what decision 
is made about Ahtisaari, it is clear 
that the international community 
and Kosova need a plan that 
genuinely protects and consolidates 
the achievements of Kosova and 
prevents any partitioning of the 
north and internal separation across 
ethnic lines.

Shirley Cloyes DioGuardi is 
Balkan Affairs Adviser to the 

Albanian American Civic League.

YONKERS, NY -- Empire City 
Gaming at Yonkers Raceway is 
doing its part to combat America’s 
mortgage crisis. With the economy 
on the brink of a recession and 
mortgage rates on the rise, Empire 
City Gaming at Yonkers Raceway 
has launched their “$350,000 Play 
Off Your Mortgage Giveaway” 
promotion, and will give away a 
total of $350,000 in Cash to 51 

Empire City at Yonkers Raceway Offers $350,000 “Play Off Your Mortgage 
Giveaway” Promotion

lucky patrons on Monday, August 
25. 
   The promotion began on July 1 
and will culminate with the cash 
drawings on Monday, August 25. 
Beginning at 2:00 PM and running 
until 8:00 PM, the video gaming 
emporium will present a total 
of $100,000 in cash to 50 lucky 
winners. The 8:00 PM drawing 
will have 4 winners of $10,000 

each, who will still be eligible for 
the Grand Prize drawing. At 9:00 
PM, the Grand Prize drawing will 
be held, with 1 lucky winner taking 
home a cash prize of $250,000.

   You must be an Empire Club 
member to participate in the 
promotion. Membership in the 
Empire Club is free, visit the 
promotions booth at Empire City 
for details. Earn 5 Empire points to 
be entered in the promotion.  
   During the July Bonus earning 
period, participating Empire Club 
members may also qualify to 
receive free Home Depot gift cards 
worth up to $190 in value.
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East Hartsdale Farmers  
Market Live Outdoor  

Music Series 
Live Music and Entertainment at the East Hartsdale  

Train Station Stage 

Saturdays in July, August, September and October 

Performances  (as of July 8, 2008)… 

 

 

July 12th – Jonathan Flaks:  One Dog, Man (Solo Performer) 

“A little bite of Classic Rock” – 10:00am to 2:00pm 

 

July 19th – Lois Colin and the Westchester Harp Ensemble – 

10:00am to 11:00am 

 

July 26th – Charles Montgomery – 12 noon to 2:00pm 

 

August 2nd – Julie Corbalis:  Rock & Pop 1950’s to present – 

10:00am to 11:30am 

Also; - Al Frankel, The Blues Dogs – 12:30pm to 2:00pm 

 

August 9th – Solar Punch – Solar Powered Environmentally 

Inspired Music with a Rock Flair 

 

September 6 th – Lois Colin (Time to be announced) 

 

September 13th – Jonathan Flaks (Time to be announced) 

 

October 11th – Ceasar Cantori – Emerging Jazz Artist (Time to be 

announced) 

 
We are looking for more jazz artists !    

Please contact Judith Bevil le,  Town Clerk at 993-1500 

 

 

In Memoriam
Francis X. Byrnes of Yonkers 
was called by God into eternal 
life on Friday, July 18, 2008, at 80 
years of age. He was born on July 
15, 1928, in Yonkers to Bernard 
and Mae (Lopetz) Byrnes. Fran’s 
mother died when he was six. He 
received a new mother, Elsie Kelly 

Byrnes, two years later. He was 
raised in Yonkers and attended P.S. 
11, St. Barnabas Elementary School 
and Roosevelt High School. Fran 
served his country in the Army of 
occupation in Japan at the end of 
World War II. He later served in 
the Air Force as a staff sergeant 

before and during the Korean War, 
stationed in Massachusetts, Nova 
Scotia, Labrador, and Greenland. 
Fran married Anne Marie Sweeney 
on May 26, 1951, at St. Barnabas 
Church in Yonkers. Fran is survived 
by his cherished wife of 57 years, 
Anne Marie. He was the devoted 

father of seven children: Bernard 
(Diane), Charles (Kathy), Mary, 
Matthew (Helene), Roseanne (Mark 
McCullough), Joseph (June), and 
John (Liz). Fran always said that 
he could not have chosen better 
spouses for his children if he tried. 
He is survived by his sister, Jane. 
He was predeceased by his brother, 
Bernard, in 2005. Fran was a loving 
grandfather to 15 grandchildren who 
affectionately called him “Poppa”. 
Fran, a lifelong Yonkers resident 
and a devout Roman Catholic, 
was a parishioner at Sacred Heart 
Church in Yonkers. He had a tender 
devotion for the souls in Purgatory, 
for whom he prayed daily for years. 
He was a member of the Nocturnal 
Adoration Society at Sacred Heart 
Church. He was employed by New 
York Telephone Company for over 
35 years in The Bronx and White 
Plains areas. Fran volunteered for 
many years as a leader working 
with the Boy Scouts. He was 
known for his acts of kindness to 
others in the community. He often 
did things such as shoveling snow 
for the elderly and offering cold 
drinks to sanitation workers in the 
summertime, etc. He was a great 
storyteller, and he made people 
laugh. He had a colorful personality. 
Fran lived a life of faith and kindness, 
always giving of himself to others. 
He had a very big heart, and he 
will be greatly missed! Visiting 
hours were conducted on Monday, 
July 21, 2008, at Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home. A Mass of Christian 
Burial took place on Tuesday, July 
22, 2008, at Sacred Heart Church, 
110 Shonnard Place, Yonkers. A 
private graveside service was held 
on Friday, July 25, 2008, at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne 
for the immediate family members. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488. 

Mary R. Dering, 88, of Yonkers 
passed away on Friday, July 11, 
2008. She was born on Jan. 4, 
1920, in Czechoslovakia to John 

& Dorothy Kolibar. Mary came to 
the US in 1927 settling in Yonkers 
where she was raised and educated 
graduating from Commerce High 
School. She married her loving 
husband Charles Dering in 1943 
at the Most Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Yonkers he predeceased 
her in 1966. Mary was a supervisor 
at the New York Hospital in White 
Plains for 20 years retiring in 1990. 
She loved gardening and cooking. 
She is survived by her four loving 
children Kenneth (Katherine) 
Dering, Charles Dering, James 
Dering, Beverly (Scott) Henriques, 
her cherished five grandchildren, 
Ken, Kurt, Cheryl, Joseph and 
Gregory and adored two great 
grandchildren, Alexander and 
Zachary. Also surviving is her 
beloved sister Margaret Muraik. 
The family will receive friends 
on Sunday, July 13, 2008, at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. A 
Mass of Christian Burial was held 
on Monday, July 14, 2008, at the 
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
in Yonkers followed by Interment 
at St. Josephs Cemetery. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 Park 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488. 

Robert J. Jakubek of Yonkers 
died on Sunday, July 6, 2008, at 
age 79. He was born on July 31, 
1928, to Edward Sr. and Margaret 
(Connors) Jakubek in Yonkers, 
where he was raised and graduated 
from Commerce High School. Mr. 
Jakubek was a parishioner of Sacred 
Heart Church and was an Army 
Veteran having served in Korea 
and was discharged as a corporal. 
Robert is survived by his two 
brothers Edward (Olga) Jakubek 
Jr. (1st Deputy Commissioner of 
the Y.F.D.) of Yonkers, and James 
Jakubek of Hollywood, Florida. He 
is also survived by five nephews; 
James, Ronald, Edward III, William 
and Thomas; grand nephew Robert 
and grand nieces Christina and 
Melanie. Visiting hours were held 
at the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 

on Friday, July 11, 2008. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was held in Sacred 
Heart Church on Saturday, July 
12, 2008. Interment at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Donations may be made 
in Roberts’s memory to Sacred Heart 
Church. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 

Anne M. Masucci, 95, of Yonkers 
passed away on July 10, 2008. She 
was born on July 9, 1913, in New 
York City to Vincent and Amelia 
Grosso. Anne had been a Yonkers 
resident since 1957; prior to that she 
was from Mt. Vernon. She married 
her loving husband Dominick 
Masucci on October 31, 1943, at 
St. Frances of Assisi Church in Mt 
Vernon. He predeceased her. Anne 
loved to bake and she loved to 
garden. Besides her husband, Anne 
is predeceased by her grandson 
Dominick III and her six sisters 
and one brother. She is survived 
by her loving children Dominick 
Masucci of Yonkers, Maryann 
Coyle of Yonkers, Anita Hughes 
of Norwalk, CT, her cherished 
grandchildren Jessica LaScala, 
Gregory and Lauren Coyle, Erica 
Hughes, Jennifer Masucci and her 
adored great grandchildren Patrick 
and Sophia LaScala and Andalusia 
Coyle. Also surviving is her caring 
brother Eugene Grosso of Cos Cob, 
CT. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated for Anne on Monday, July 
14, 2008, at St. Anthony’s Church 
in Yonkers, followed by Interment 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery. The family 
received friends on Sunday, July 13, 
2008, at the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 

Catherine M. Ricciardi, 72, a 
life long Yonkers resident passed 
away peacefully with her family by 
her side on Tuesday, July 8, 2008. 
She was born on March 3, 1936, to 
George and Catherine (Donahue) 
Thompson in Yonkers, where she 

see In Memoriam Pg. 9
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From Page 8

Wednesdays 

7:30 p.m. 

Hudson 

Park 

    Bandshell 

AUGUST 6– Alfredo & Audrey 13– Harlem Renaissance  Orchestra 
20– Roxy Perry 

27– Orville Davis 

JULY 

9– Common Ground 

16– Johnny Amoroso Band 

23– Wall Street 

30– A Night at the Opera 

Sponsored by  

 

N R Council of the Arts 

City of New Rochelle 

Parks and Recreation 

presents 

    2008 

SUMMER 

SOUNDS 

CONCERTS 

Bring a  
Lawn chair 

In case of rain 
concert is  

CANCELLED 

Call for  

Info 

654-2087 

In Memoriam

Call the WTT to advertise 
914-562-0834

 
 

New Rochelle Rowing Club Fundraiser 
 

Enjoy a summer day with other canoeists and kayakers  in friendly competition. 

Win prizes! 
 

Paddle across New Rochelle’s Waterfront 

 

Barbecue on Pine Island to follow 

for Participants and their Guests 
 

Individuals and Clubs Welcome!!! 

 

Saturday August 2, 2008 
Rain date:  Sunday August 3, 2008 

Sign in and coffee: 9:00 A.M. 
at the 

New Rochelle Rowing Club 
Hudson Park, New Rochelle, N.Y. 

Fee for Kayakers (includes Picnic): $35 • Guest Fee for Picnic Only: $10 
RSVP: by July 27

th
 

 

For more information contact: Rich Bauer – RBZ71@aol.com 
973-725-3110 

www.newrochellerowingclub.com 

was raised and educated. Catherine 
married her loving husband 
Pasquale (Pat-Sonny) Ricciardi on 
May 7, 1957, in Carney, NJ. He 
survives living in Yonkers. She 
worked for the City of Yonkers as a 
clerk for 20 years; with the Yonkers 
Police Dept. from 1978 – 1992, then 
in City Hall in the Legal Dept. She 
was a Parishioner of St. Anthony’s 
Church and she had a devotion to 
St. Jude & St. Dauphines. She loved 
swimming and dancing. Catherine 
is predeceased by her two sons: 
Petty Officer Brian P. Ricciardi, US 
Navy, Carmine Ricciardi and her 
two brothers, George and Joseph 
Thompson. Besides her husband, 
she is survived by her three beloved 
children Anthony (Janice) Ricciardi 
of Effort, PA, Maria Ricciardi of 
Yonkers, Katherine (Dr. Larry) 
Stein of Pleasant Valley, NY, her 
cherished eight grandchildren 
Theresa, Erica, Brian, Victoria, 
Jamie, Justin, Katherine, Jacob and 
her adored three great grandchildren 
Giovanni, Dasia, and Adrianna, and 
her step grandson Zachary Stein. 
Also surviving is her daughter-in-
law Terry Ricciardi. The family 
received friends on Thursday, July 
10, 2008. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at the Chapel at Gate of 

Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne on 
Saturday, July 12, 2008, followed 
by Interment in Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 
 
John C. Rup, a longtime Yonkers 
resident, died on Friday, July 
18, 2008, at the New York State 
Veteran’s Home in Montrose. He 
was 85 years old. He is survived 
by his loving wife, Barbara D. 
(nee Fletcher) Rup; two daughters, 
Claire Kakos and her husband 
Kenneth, and Carole Hudak and her 
husband Richard; and two sisters, 
Mary Cetnarowicz and Helen 
Kulesa. He is also survived by 
four grandchildren, Matthew and 
Michael Boller and Diane and Julie 
Hudak, and one step-grandson, 
Andrew Kakos. He was pre-
deceased by a son Joseph, a brother 
Stanley, and a sister Genevieve 
Rup. Visitation was held at Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated 
in St. Bartholomew’s Church on 
Monday, July 21, 2008. Interment 
followed at St. Joseph Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488. 

John Sivulich Jr., 80, a lifelong 
Yonkers resident, passed away on 
Saturday, July 12, 2008. He was 
born on January 22, 1928, to John 
Sr. and Mary Feciskanin in Yonkers 
where he was raised and educated, 
graduating from Saunders High 
School. John proudly served in 
the US Army. He married his 
loving wife, Helen Gibas, on July 
12, 1952, in St. Nicholas of Myra 
Church in Yonkers; she survives, 
living in Valhalla. John worked as 
a sales representative for numerous 
ice cream companies. He was 
a parishioner of St. Nicholas of 
Myra Church. John is predeceased 
by his brother Edward. Besides 
his wife John is survived by his 
loving children Thomas Sivulich of 
Golden Bridges, NY, Kathy Dumas 
of Valhalla, NY, Linda ( Ken ) 
DeRobertis of Rockville Center, 
NY, his cherished grandchildren 
William and Jackie Dumas, T.J. 
Sivulich, Chris and Melissa 
DeRobertis and his caring brother 
Michael of Yonkers. Services 
were held at St. Nicholas of Myra 
Church in Yonkers on Tuesday, July 
15, 2008, followed by Interment 
at Oakland Cemetery. The family 
received friends on Monday, July 
14, 2008, at the Whalen & Ball 

Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made in John’s 
memory to the American Cancer 
society or St. Nicholas of Myra 
Church. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 

Robert P Tierney of Yonkers died 
on July 11, 2008. Born on September 
18, 1941, to Edward and Anna 
(Costello) Tierney in New York 
City. Robert was a Yonkers resident 
since 1990; prior to that he lived on 
Willis Avenue in The Bronx. Robert 
proudly served his country in the 
US Marine Corps as a true Marine 
from 1959 -1964. He married his 
loving wife Florence A. Wolfe on 
May 13, 1958, in Queens, NY, She 
predeceased him on May 22, 2003. 
He was a parishioner of Christ the 
King Church. Robert worked for 
the Iron Workers Local 580 for 20 
years, retiring in 2005. Besides his 
wife, Robert is predeceased by his 
brothers Tommy, James, Dennis 
and Kevin. He is survived by his 
four loving children Kevin, Robert 

(Alexis), Dean (Donna) and Karen 
(Joe) Duran, his cherished five 
grandchildren Justin, Lukas, Leile, 
Ryan and Julianna. Also surviving 
are his caring brother Edward 
Tierney, his sister Anna (Nancy) 
Swiecicki, and two sisters-in- law 
Patricia Tierney and Bernadette 
Tierney. Visiting hours were held at 

the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Sunday and Monday, July 13 and 
14, 2008. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was conducted in Christ the King 
Church on Tuesday, July 15, 2008; 
entombment to follow at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 
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National Night Out

 
NEW ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

OPEN HOUSE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5 

6-8 p.m. 
NRPD Headquarters 

475 North Avenue 
* Equipment Demonstration * Tours *  K9 Unit * 

* Child Fingerprinting * Bicycle Lottery *  
 * Bicycle Safety Demo by Metro Bicycles * 

 ALL WELCOME  
 

Sponsored by the New Rochelle Police Department  
In partnership with Project FOCUS and the  

Westchester County District Attorney’s Office 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NRPD 654-2300 


