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   Voices expressing dismay are heard 
throughout Yonkers regarding the 
impasse that continues 
to hinder economic 
development projects 
from taking root. Half-
heartedly, Yonkersites 
chuckle at the lack of 
comprehension, indeed 
the very ineptitude 
that has consumed 
our body politic and 
may even devour our 
opportunity toward 
fiscal health. The 
wandering, lethargic, and rudderless 
concepts bandied about Yonkers 
have contained little to mesmerize 
a population weaned on plates 
of platitudes, dismissed hungry, 
salivating for a platter filled with 
substance and facts, enough to 
satisfy the most cynical among us. 
Instead, we are fed a gruel intended 
to intoxicate our mind with gossip, 
meaningless drama, and finger 
pointing blame. 
   The strong mayor form of 
government has afforded little 
capacity to Mayor Phil Amicone’s 
ability to visualize, engage, and 
attain approval for economic 
development projects awaiting 

their turn at bat. The ka-ching ching 
heard about various projects has 

some counting their 
money, while every 
project has become 
subordinate to the 
SFC Yonkers project. 
Most recently, the 
promise of closing the 
books on the project, 
either positively or 
negatively, has pushed 
the issue to the first 
week of October 
2008. So exhausted 

is the Yonkers City Council 
over the “study” of the project, 
some of whom are incapable of 
comprehending the subject matter 
at hand, much less engaged in 
reading the material before them, 
that they are being asked to “s*it, 
or get off the pot!” The problem 
is they don’t know what to do. 
They don’t know the facts and 
therefore cannot speak to many 
important issues. For example, the 
tax incremental financing (TIF) 
concept for funding Yonkers aging 
infrastructure has not been proven 
a viable undertaking. It is simply 
another gobbledygook of alphabet 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- A 
lawsuit against the New Rochelle 
Planning Board was filed by Frank 
Jones, President of the Northfield 
Neighborhood 
A s s o c i a t i o n .  
That lawsuit 
cited the May 
27, 2008, 
Planning Board 
Meeting at 
which approval 
of the J. L. Grant 
A s s o c i a t e s ’ 
plan to remodel 
the Wykagyl 
Shopping Center consisting of 
4,480 square feet on the first 
floor and an additional 4,480 
square feet on a second floor.  The 
redesigned parking lot proposed is 
to have 182 parking spaces; since 
there is no existing site plan (New 
Rochelle asserts they cannot find 
a site plan), Jones suggest they do 
not know what the increases or 
decreases in parking are. There is a 
disagreement about the number of 

Citizens Threatened
New Rochelle Planning Board Sued 

By Peggy Godfrey

parking spaces needed because new 
zoning codes are presently more 
stringent and have more categories 
than the previous zoning code. 

   In a small 
room, on the day 
of the May 27 
meeting, in the 
old Courthouse 
b u i l d i n g , 
approximately 
30-40 people 
in attendance, 
a p p e a r e d 
to create a 

threatening and 
tense environment which allegedly 
and eventually resulted in a citizen 
calling the police to be present.  
This situation was reported to the 
City Manager; no response has to 
this date been received.  
   Jones’ lawsuit has two motions.  
The first motion objects to the 
Planning Board approving an 
allegedly abbreviated SEQRA form 
which is a document declaring 

   I have been thinking long and hard 
about the state of politics in New 
York.  We are a national disgrace 
and laughingstock.  
Our state legislature 
has been called the 
most dysfunctional 
in the country, and 
most opinion-makers 
who write about the 
subject agree with 
that description. 
  We have had a most 
unusual situation with 
the recent resignation 
of a governor, Eliot 
Spitzer, who was in 
office for a little more than a year, 
for using interstate hookers and 
engaging in other possibly criminal 
conduct.  This followed the 
resignation and guilty plea of the 
newly-reelected state comptroller, 
Alan Hevesi, for using state 
resources to provide assistance for 

Politics in New York a 
National Disgrace 
Seeks Citizen Action for Reform

 
By Edward I. Koch

his wife.
   The recent departure of the 
state senate majority leader, Joe 

Bruno, came as a 
surprise.  Bruno, 
before he resigned 
as leader, allegedly 
inquired of Federal 
law enforcement 
authorities whether 
ask if his resignation 
would cause 
them to end their 
investigation of his 
business activities 
then and now under 

scrutiny, and was told it 
would not. Now Bruno is said to be 
resigning his senate seat as well.
   The state assembly at this 
point is totally dominated by the 
Speaker, Sheldon Silver, who while 
conducting the state’s affairs also 
draws an alleged $1 million per 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- July 
11, 2008 -- Yonkers’ Mayor Phil 
Amicone has 
expressed repeatedly 
that the city faces 
serious financial 
problems a year from 
now without a major 
increase in state 
education funding. 
That maybe true, 
but it’s apparent he 
didn’t get the memo. 
According to the 
Journal News, Deputy Comptroller 
Steven J. Hancox has countered 
with the statement that the state is 
not an unlimited source of funds 
and has its own financial issues to 
deal with. 
   That scenario and similar ones are 
playing out in communities all over 
the state and all over the country. 
But it should come as no surprise to 
city and community leaders given 
the storm clouds in the private 
sectors.   
   While we are no where near the 
Great Depression scenario, the 
economy has appeared to have 

Doing More with Less
By Derickson K. Lawrence

taken a turn for the worse. Beyond 
the critical issues of sustained 

high oil prices, and 
global commodity 
price increases, we 
are seeing signs of 
a lingering credit 
crisis. On July 2, 
2008, Treasury 
Secretary, Hank 
Paulson, who 
led the bailout of 
Bear Stearns in 
March, appeared 

to be preparing the public for 
“unprecedented thinking” in terms 
of new regulation that would 
facilitate orderly failure. By stating, 
“the perception should be avoided  
that an institution is too big to 
fail,” he appeared to be espousing a 
market discipline of  “let the chips 
fall where they may” so long as the 
financial disruption to the market is 
contained. In other words, an orderly 
shakeout of excess in the financial 
market, regardless of the pain, is a 
good thing and a requirement for 

see Doing More Pg. 7

   The 2008 Montreal Jazz Fest marks 
the twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth 
time I have attended this wonderful 
festival which has now reached it’s 
twenty-ninth anniversary.  Since 
its humble beginnings this festival 
has become the worlds largest jazz 
festival that not only covers jazz, 
but also a good dose of blues, rock, 
pop, and various styles of world 
music from across the universe.   

Montreal Jazz Fest 2008
By Bob Putignano

   What makes the Montreal Jazz 
fest so special?  First off, once you 
arrive there you can see hundreds of 
out-door shows that won’t cost you 
a dime, and the paid ticket indoor 
concerts offer not only some the 
best known music acts in the world, 
but the concert theaters are some of 
the finest in the world which have 

   In a recent Sunday edition of a 
less balanced newspaper than ours, 
I was drawn to one more story 
concerned about resuscitating yet 
another affordable housing proposal 
by defibrillating it to life in the 
Town of Greenburgh. This time the 
prey is the miniscule, yet bustling, 
countrified Village of Ardsley. It’s a  
veritable hub of county-wide traffic 
activity, intersected by Route 9A, 
the Saw Mill Parkway, and the New 
York State Thruway to points north 
and south, and Ashford Avenue to 
the east and west. The assault has 
begun - not specifically in Ardsley, 
but on a portion the Town of 
Greenburgh has marginal control. 
I say marginal because while it is 
situated within the Town the Town 
of Greenburgh, it maintains and 
taxes itself as the Village of Ardsley. 
It’s the site of the old Water Wheel 
restaurant, left vacant for years after 
a devastating fire.

Developing
Affordability

in the
Town of 

Greenburgh
By Tom Bock

RIVERDALE, NY -- Manhattan 
College shot putter Milan Jotanovic 
has been named 
the Serbian 
Olympic team’s 
shot putter in 
the upcoming 
Olympic Games 
in Beijing after 
he threw 19.89 
meters at this 
w e e k e n d ’ s 
Serbian Cup 
Competition held 
in Senta, Serbia.
   Jotanovic’s 
19.89m mark 
earned him 
an Olympic 
“B” standard, 
as well as a 
new Manhattan College school 
record.  The throw also breaks 
his personal best mark, set at 
the 2007 NCAA East Regional 
Championships in Gainesville, 

Jotanovic Becomes  
Jasper’s Latest Olympian

Breaks Track & Field Record
FL. Jotanovic - who will be a fifth 
year senior this fall at Manhattan 

– becomes the 
second Jasper 
this week to earn 
a berth on an 
Olympic team.  
   At this past 
week’s U.S. 
Olympic trials in 
Eugene, Oregon, 
Manhattan alum 
Jake   Freeman 
(Manhattan ‘04) 
earned a spot on 
the U.S. Olympic 
Track and Field 
team as a hammer 
thrower with 
a third place 
finish in the 

event.  While that earned him a spot 
on the team, he still needs to throw 
a bit farther during the next few 
days to meet the Olympic throw 
standard.

RIVERDALE, NY -- Manhattan 
alumnus Jake Freeman ‘04 
solidified his 
position on the 
United States 
Olympic team 
Friday with 
a third place 
finish in the 
hammer throw 
at the U.S. 
Track & Field 
Olympic Trials 
in Eugene, 
O r e g o n . 
F e l l o w 
a l u m n u s 
A l i a n n 
Pompey ‘99 
has qualified 
for Guyana’s 
Olympic Team, and will compete 
under the direction of head coach Joe 
Ryan ‘81, current Jasper assistant 
coach. Jaspers senior shot putter 

Jake Freeman ‘04 Represents 
Manhattan College on U.S. 

Olympic Team
En Route to Beijing for 2008 Games

Milan Jotanovic also secured his 
spot at the Beijing Games and will 

represent his 
native country 
Serbia. This 
marks the fifth 
consecut ive 
O l y m p i c s 
a current 
M a n h a t t a n 
s t u d e n t -
athlete or 
alumnus will 
compete.
   Freeman, a 
native of East 
Greenwich , 
R.I., entered 
the Olympic 
trials ranked 
sixth in the 

United States for hammer throw. 
Freeman earned his third place finish 
with a toss of 73.59 meters, which 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
rich tradition of high school sports 
in Mount Vernon is in jeopardy, but 
individuals are starting to give, and 
they’re giving big.  On Thursday, 
July 10th, Mayor Clinton I. Young, 
Jr. welcomed Mr. Jeff Cooney, 
former Mount Vernon resident, 
award winning film director, and 
Holy Cross wide receiver, to City 
Hall as the first major donor to 
step up and give to the campaign to 
Save Our Sports in Mount Vernon.  
Joining Mayor Young and Mr. 
Cooney were School Superintendent 

Save Our 
Sports Effort 

Engenders 

Support

Mayor Young Asks 
5,000 People to Donate 
$100 Each; Jeff Cooney 

Donates $25,000 to 
Launch Effort
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Like Klockwork

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

New York Civic

The Grazer’s Anatomy - And How To Ward It Off
By Joe Klock, Sr.

soup to which few can address. The 
discomfort and impatience exacted 
upon the Yonkers City Council by 
a mayor uncertain of his direction 
and unclear about his resolve 
toward economic solvency through 
economic development expansion 
has brought the city to another 
economic challenging precipice that 
may have stolen Yonkers potential 
prospects beyond our grasp. 
   While the outcry of failure 
enhances the malaise, those fiscally 
capable are making their move, 
playing the chess board in such a 
way so as to be in the right place 
at the right time. Witness Mary-
Jane Foster being recently chosen a 
director to the Hudson Valley Bank. 
She is the owner of the franchise 
expected to need financing for 
Westchester Baseball should the 
SFC Yonkers project move ahead. 

South Yonkers to Sullivan County
Ed Sheeran, former Director of 
the Yonkers IDA, with one foot 
in the know by way of a relative 
within the Yonkers IDA, and the 
other foot at a new project planned 
for the Austin Avenue corridor is 
situated to bring in the bacon to 
the Westchester Bank for whom he 
is and was instrumental in putting 
together. No conflict anywhere, 
even if many sitting on the YIDA 
Board of Directors have oversight 
on most, if not all of these projects. 
These are the side-shows that 
undermine the veracity and integrity 
of development in Yonkers. 
   Unpopular governments are hardly 
unusual in Yonkers, where mayors 
have been reportedly hounded 
out of office only to have their 
surrogates return to take their place 
in succeeding years or a few years 
later. Overall, many Yonkersites 

now believe that the city faces not 
so much another stalemate, but 
something larger; a full-blown crisis 
in the city’s political system that is 
sapping the ability of its leaders to 
reach consensus over fiscal issues 
and how to resolve education 
funding formula.
   The aspects of the city’s malaise 
are identified by the exceedingly 
low levels of trust in Yonkers 
politicians and its so-called 
democratic institutions, the chronic 
instability of Yonkers governments, 
and the fragmentation within the 
executive, legislative, and judicial 
delineations of government, and 
political life in general.
   One major factor hindering 
political cohesion in the city is 
the lack of options afforded the 
electorate. Rather than nurturing 
potentially enlightened candidates, 

the parties continue to trot out 
political retreads. Signs of voter 
disillusionment can be found 
everywhere, the most visible 
starting point is the lack of voter 
engagement and turnout. Most of 
all, Yonkersites believe the city is 
tainted with corruption. What has 
become evident is that Yonkers lacks 
a leader immersed in deep moral 
authority and gravitas. Even more 
than trust of the executive branch 
of office, the legislative branch has 
proved that it is incapable of coming 
up with crucial decisions worthy of 
its constituency. 
   The need to answer disparate 
enclaves within Yonkers’ fabric 
may have usurped and undermined 
the former “can-do” challenges that 
moved Yonkers ahead. As Yonkers 
attempts to move the baton from 
the past to its intended future, the 

   My Jesuit mentors, all now 
monitoring me from their 
extraterrestrial monasteries, 
preached that writers should 
adhere to subject matter 
within which they can claim a 
reasonable level of expertise. 
   It is for that reason that I 
lead this scrivening on weight 
management with a summary of 
my qualifications in that area. 
   Over the past eight decades, 
I have cumulatively shed 
several tons of unattractive flab, 
which should silence all but 
the most skeptical of readers. 
   More than that, I can (and hereby 
do) legitimately deny being out of 
shape (“pear” IS a shape, is it not?). 
   To be specific, my present weight 
is ideal for a person of advanced 
age and resolutely inactive lifestyle. 
Trouble is that, according to 
The Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, I am approximately seven 
inches shorter than I should be. 
   Aside: Odd that The Met should 
be so hoity-toity about height 
and weight standards, having 
chosen a doughball like Snoopy 
as their mascot and corporate icon. 

   Anyway, I’ve never had trouble 
losing weight, or refinding it 
with even greater ease after the 
alarm bells go off and Firstwife 
has taken to irreverently 
prodding me here and there. 
   Thus it is that, for the 
godknowswhat-th time, I am 
attacking my abominable 
abdominal expansion as well as 
other caches of bulging blubber. 
   My strategy is simple and infallible: 
It begins with a suspension of my 
“grazing” propensity and fighting the 
“mouth hunger” which inspires it. 
   I do not, you see, have an eating 
problem - it’s the startage and 
stoppage of the gorging that does me 
in, as it does most of the fatties I know. 
   By way of explanation: 
Mouth hunger precedes our 
genuine need for food and the 
satisfaction of stuffing continues 
long after we’ve stuffed enuff.  
.  The key to prudent stoppage 
is deciding in advance when 
to quit. Most often, if we’re 
able to quit masticating before 
we’re “full,” the urge to 
continue will go away. Stomach 
demands are a lagging indicator, 

usually by about 15 minutes. 
   To paraphrase the late Lew Lehr, 
of Movietone News fame (Google 
it, you youngsters), “people is the 
cravingest monkeys.” We are, by 
nature, addictive noshers, but it is 
a habit, rather than a survival need. 
   I learned a long time ago, but 
habitually forget, that if I could 
resist the first bite of anything 
between meals, could avoid any 
extra bites after I’d scarfed down 
sufficient nutrition and could follow 
a reasonable regimen of exercise, 
I’d have no need for a formal 
weight control program, group 
involvement or chemical products. 
   Actually, small doses of 

“sulfadenial” are the only 
pharmacopoeia most wannabe 
slimmers need to get the job 
done; more elaborate programs 
have a failure rate similar 
to those of longshot bettors. 
   Neither need I heed the advice of 
celebrity spokespeople on the boob 
tube who pose beside their “before” 
photos and solemnly sear that 
their “after” images are as forever 
as parenthood and  Psoriasis. A 
case in point was L.A. Dodgers 
Manager Tommy (“I’ll never look 
like that again”) Lasorda, who 
shuttled from fatland to fitland and 
back again within mere months. 
   As a result of adopting a 
sedentary life style, we Americans 
allowed obesity to become, 
according to medical professionals, 
the second-leading cause of 
preventable death, behind the 
demon weed; and our descendants 
are, regrettably, following suit. 
   My remedy of choice, which 
costs absolutely nothing except 
some determination and an 
infusion of common sense, follows:  
   1. Eat less of everything, least of 
bad things (you know what they 

are), none of the worst stuff (ditto 
the identity thereof) and engage 
in NO snacking between meals. 
   2. Exercise at least a half-
hour each day, combining 
aerobics and strength building. 
   3. Weigh yourself every 
morning and if the number goes 
up, go back to Steps 1 and 2. 
   Although this may seem only 
slightly more fun-filled than dental 
work, there’s no effective alternate 
plan short of periodic liposuction, 
selective amputation, or hanging out 
with even fatter folk than oneself. 
   One predictable by-product 
of this program is a big boost 
in your self-esteem as well 
as a major mood elevation. 
   The grazer’s anatomy is great for 
cattle and Sumo wrestlers, but not 
for those among us who hope to 
remain among us as long as possible. 
   So, here I grow again - thinner, 
so help me! As always, I’ll 
need all the help I can get. 
   Stand by (do not sit) for later 
bulletins from the front (and rear).
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. is a winter Floridian who 
summers in Holderness, NH. 

 www.joeklock.com.

NEW YORK, NY -- July 7, 2008 
-- Our last article, on Wednesday, 
July 2, discussed the difficulties 
at the former World Trade Center, 
where, six years and seven months 
after 9/11, the only new structure 
is an office tower, 7 WTC, built 
by Larry Silverstein.  The rest of 
the ruin, under the jurisdiction 
of the public sector, has not yet 
reached ground level.  There will 
be endless remonstrances between 
all the parties involved as to who is 
to blame.  We listed the players last 
week; they are all still around. No 
one has yet confessed to anything; 
no one expects any expressions of 
contrition.
   The June 30 report to the 
governor by the new Port Authority 
executive director, Chris Ward, was 
an splendid idea.  He has rightly 
absolved himself, and Governor 
Paterson, who appointed him, from 
responsibility for anything that 
preceded their advent.  That is fair 
and reasonable, but the clock has 
now begun to run on the new team.  
Tony Shorris may have been lucky 
to have been replaced before the 
problems grew worse.  As to Ward, 
he has command responsibility 
for the debacle at the huge water 
filtration plant being built in 
the southeastern corner of Van 
Cortlandt Park.
   That is not to say that Ward did 
anything wrong with regard to the 
plant, or failed to do anything he 
should have done.  He was NYC 

Battles Over Development 
By Henry J. Stern

Commissioner of 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection in 
the Bloomberg 
administration from 
2002 to 2005 while 
the giant hole in the 
ground (to store 
and filter water) got 
under way.  The cost 
of the project has 
risen from one to 
three billion dollars 
(estimates, all) 
and the enormous 
excavation is the 
closest thing to 
the Grand Canyon on the eastern 
seaboard. 
   The project, which would filter 
water from Croton reservoirs 
but not the water sources in the 
Catskills, was imposed on the city 
by federal bureaucrats.  We won’t 
know if we needed it until the water 
gets dirty, by which time it will be 
too late to build it.
   Ward left the Bloomberg 
administration under somewhat 
unusual circumstances.  He quit 
in 2005 to take a private sector 
job as chief executive officer of a 
firm which operated two container 
facilities at the Port, one in Red 
Hook and one in Port Newark. On 
his departure, the mayor’s statement 
called him an “outstanding steward 
of our precious water supply.” 
American Stevedoring, Inc. had 
experienced problems with city 

g o v e r n m e n t .  
The Bloomberg 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
wanted to get 
the company out 
of the Brooklyn 
waterfront so it 
could redevelop the 
area.  The company 
believed that a 
former Bloomberg 
c o m m i s s i o n e r 
would be a prize 
asset in dealing with 
the administration 
he left.  Ward 
lasted there about a 

year.  It has become the standard for 
Bloomberg commissioners to serve 
the mayor’s full term, which gives 
the administration high marks for 
stability, which is a value although 
it is not a standard of necessary 
merit.
   In 2006 Ward had the good fortune 
to become managing director of the 
General    Contractors Association 
of New York. He was essentially 
a lobbyist for a powerful trade 
group, which had problems of its 
own. It has been my experience 
in government that people who 
skip through jobs often do better 
than the plodders who stay in one 
agency.  When the jumpers have a 
problem in one agency, they often 
end up with a better job elsewhere 
to decorate their resume.  
   It was my lot generally to stay 
with whatever job I had until I 

was thrown out by a change of 
administration (twice) or a court 
decision on the City Council’s 
(once).  This saved me from the 
burden of making career choices, in 
which I believed I would have had 
as much success as I would have if 
I decided to play the lottery.
   The New York Post took off on 
the WTC story today, with two 
columns on page 23 and an editorial 
on page 22. 
   The editorial, SCRAP THE 
PLAN, claims that Ward’s plans 
are “unworkable, unmanageable, 
unaffordable,” largely due to 
increasingly exorbitant costs. They 
suggest that he stick to Silverstein’s 
basic five office towers.  
Nicole Gelinas’s BIG DIG’S 
LESSONS FOR GROUND ZERO 
in today’s Post compares the World 
Trade Center memorial to Boston’s 
Big Dig, telling readers and council 
members how they can learn from 
another state’s mistake.
   On the same page, Steve Cuozzo 
writes a reassuring column: the 
offices towers, albeit overdue and 
subject to design alterations, are 
in good shape, especially since the 
PA will likely give the Freedom 
Tower to a private developer. The 
shortcomings in Ward’s plan stem 
from non-commercial aspects of the 
plan, whose plans are nevertheless 
likely to change.  
   Today’s New York Times featured 
an article on pages B1 and B2 by 
Diane Cardwell, who profiled Ward 

and his attitude in dealing with the 
financial problems of the Memorial. 
He said that what happened was 
an understandable response to the 
overwhelming disaster which had 
occurred.
   The Trade Center was attacked 
in 1993 and destroyed in 2001. At 
today’s rate of progress, nothing 
much will have been built by 2009. 
Rome wasn’t built in a day, or a 
decade, but it was a fairly large city 
for its time. It didn’t fall in a day 
either; see Edward Gibbon, Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire. The 
World Trade Center did.

Direct your comment to Henry J. 
Stern to StarQuest@NYCivic.org 
and peruse the New York Civic 

Website archive at 
www.NYCivic.org.
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Weir Only Human: Watching Your Back 
By Bob Weir

   His name was Harry Ryder and he 
was a very conscientious cop. I first 
met Harry in the New York Police 
Academy when we were both going 
through our training period before 
getting our shields. Harry was a 
man of average size and weight, but 
he had an enthusiasm for the job 
that made him appear a lot bigger. 
He would talk about police work 
in righteous terms, often quoting 
the sections of law dealing with 
property theft, like someone who 
had been severely ripped off in his 
youth. After graduation, we were 
assigned to the same precinct in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn. It 
was the late sixties and portable 
radios were not yet in use. The only 
way for a cop to get help was to 
use a call box that was located on a 
wooden pole about every 5 blocks, 
or, if some good citizen, seeing an 
officer in danger, called the local 
station house from their home 

phone. One sunny day, while I was 
walking my foot post on Fulton 
Street, which was contiguous to 
Harry’s, I saw a commotion about 
a block away, where I knew he was 
on patrol.  
   I quickly headed that way and 
saw a large group of people circling 
around someone in the center of the 
melee. As I got closer, Harry came 
bursting through the crowd holding 
a man by the back of the neck and 
shoving him in my direction. There 
was still about fifty yards between 
us, a distance I was hurrying to 
close, but I could see two men 
about 20 feet behind Harry, moving 
stealthily toward his unprotected 
rear. Realizing they were about to 
attack him, I drew my weapon and 
yelled toward my brother officer. 
The two would-be ambushers 
saw my rapid advance and turned 
quickly, disappearing into the crowd. 
Harry was so preoccupied with his 

prisoner, he 
never even 
turned around 
to see what 
had almost 
happened to 
him. After we 
called for a 
radio car to 
transport the 
guy, who my friend had recognized 
as a wanted burglar, I talked to Harry 
about his method of apprehension, 
which seemed unnecessarily 
perilous.  
   “Harry, when you spotted the guy, 
you should have had someone call 
for a patrol car or get my attention 
so I could watch your back when 
you made the collar,” I told him. 
He thanked me for the help and 
for the advice, but, basically told 
me he wasn’t afraid to go it alone. 
Calling for backup is a major part 
of police training, but sometimes, 

during exigent 
circumstances, 
an officer may 
be forced to act 
alone. Having 
confidence in 
your ability is 
important, but 
fear is nothing 
to be ashamed 

of. In fact, it is the body’s survival 
mechanism, and fearlessly turning 
your back on an angry crowd can 
be a tragic career-ender. That 
wasn’t the last time Harry exhibited 
a “Lone Ranger” attitude. Some 
time later, he was admonished by 
our commanding officer for acting 
alone on a tip involving a drug buy 
in the area. He entered a building 
seeking a notorious pusher, known 
to be violent. As he walked past 
a doorway, he was slugged from 
behind and knocked to the ground. 
Not only did the attacker get away 

without being seen, but Harry had a 
knot on his head the size of a small 
coconut.  
  After five and a half years in 
Brooklyn, I was transferred to a 
command in Queens. I lost touch 
with my erstwhile partner and, 
since I had a significant amount 
of arrest activity, I was assigned 
to plainclothes duty. It must have 
been about 2 years later when I sat 
down to breakfast one morning in 
my Long Island home and opened 
the newspaper that covered the 
New York metropolitan area. To my 
horror, there was a front page story 
about a cop who had been killed 
the night before. According to the 
story, an off-duty officer, at his 
Queens home, was awakened in the 
middle of the night by the sound of 
glass breaking. He threw on a robe 
and ran downstairs to confront two 
men who were stealing a neighbor’s 
car. As he held a gun on the thugs, 

a confederate of theirs walked up 
behind him and shot him in the 
back. Harry was lying dead on 
the sidewalk when other officers 
arrived on the scene. Harry was a 
good and decent man; but a man 
whose sense of duty outweighed his 
sense of danger. That’s foolish for 
most people, but suicidal for police 
officers.  

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and  

Westchester Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   It has been awhile, Fathers Day I 
guess, since I checked in with the 
loyal readers of the Westchester 
Times Tribune.  Some family issues 
and other obligations have kept 
me away from this most enjoyable 
venture into the world of the written 
word. Writing differs from my 
primary means of self expression, 
indeed my livelihood the radio, in 
many ways:  To the good, it allows 
for the clarity of stating one’s 
position on things without the risk 
of cobbling together the wrong 
words while adlibbing.  To the bad, 
your readers can quote you word 
for word about something you said, 
even if your position has changed.  
For today, I like the chance to bear 
my soul and risk the wrath of all by 
coming out of the closet once and 
for all and clarifying my political 
leanings.
   Reader discretion is advised.  
Hopefully, as you read this, the 
children are safe in their beds, or 
off to summer camp. As well, I trust 
you will turn off your radio so as 
not to be influenced by a medium, 
love it though I do, that pays the 
most money to those with radical 
positions that are easy to understand 
because they avoid that nasty little 
listener killer known as the truth.  
My rich radio colleagues are good 
at doing what marketing people, 
small animals and dishonest lovers 
have done for ever.  They pull on 
our heart strings, fears or prejudices 
in ways that confirm the notions of 
our lesser selves, or that inspire the 
lesser informed among us.  Reason 
and nuance be damned, just get 
them to listen. They have taken 
my beloved medium and turned it 
into audio professional wrestling or 
roller derby from the sixties.  The 
bad guys are always easy to spot, 
and we are enraged by their bad 
deeds and take post orgasmic relief 
in their defeat.

The Radical - The Middle is a Lonely Place
By Bob Marrone

  To believe these men and women 
is to believe that liberals, as one 
talk show host says, suffer from a 
mental illness.  More typically, so 
called liberals are simply described 
as near communist socialists who 
hate America.  Shame on them for 
that; and shame on left leaning 
talkers who define conservatives 
as uneducated racists and fascists, 
waiting for the return of Adolf 
Hitler.  Now all this can be good 
fun and I have indulged in the sport 
myself, when it was clear that it 
was satire and all could see, or at 
least hear, that my tongue was 
in cheek.  I am sure sometimes 
this is not always easy to know,so 
shame on me too when it applies. 
   The real issue though, and 
talk radio along with political 
consultants contribute to this, is 
that we the public are being pushed 
and cajoled to make either-or 
choices.  For example, If we do not 
agree with the Republican right on 
immigration we are fully for the 
Democratic left.  The left would 
have us believe that if we support 
the current war, we are right wing 
radicals only capable of voting for 
Republicans.  And on and on it goes, 
as it has for over 20 years.  Clarence 
Thomas was made out to be a sexist 
pig, the Clintons killed Vince Foster 
and sold secrets to the Chinese.  
President George W.  Bush is in 
league with the Saudi’s over oil. 
   Well I am not buying.  Not as a 
citizen or a talk show host.  As a 
citizen, I will not, and probably 
should not, be defined by a label.  
In truth, few of us should.  On 
the radio, I have so far resisted 
the temptation to go full throttle 
left and leave my soul, along with 
my debts, in the rear view mirror.  
Occasionally I annoy the left 
and right with an opinion or two.  
Sometimes I even annoy the people 
I am trying to help on an issue 

because I will not drink the whole 
glass of Cool Aid.  Just ask the Save 
the Armory folks. More on that larer. 
   So, I tell you what, here are 
some …just a 
few…of my 
opinions, some 
local, most not, 
and you go right 
ahead and put 
a tag on them: 
   The stories out 
of Mamaroneck 
last year changed 
my position 
on Illegal 
i m m i g r a t i o n .  
The taxes in 
Westchester will 
do that to you. 
Why should 
someone who 
busts their butt 
to raise and feed a family have to 
pay for someone else who is here 
illegally and not paying taxes.  
Build the wall, make it a little 
easier to immigrate legally, and 
yes, they should learn English.  
And above all, I don’t want to 
see any Mexican flags, or Italian 
or Israeli flags for that matter.  
   While we are on the subject of 
Israel, America should always 
stand ready to defend her. For 
thousands of years the rest of the 
world has proven at every turn to 
persecute the Jews when it suited 
them.  We are the only nation on 
earth that can be trusted. Now this 
does not mean that Israel is always 
right, and I do not subscribe to the 
notion that a God cares where they 
live.  We care, and they are a people 
who have given far more to this 
earth than they have taken from it. 
Of all the peoples in the world, I 
will always believe they have been   
the victims of envy like no other. 
   I do believe that we were lied to 
by degrees about weapons of mass 

destruction in Iraq. I believe the 
president thought they were there, 
but that he exaggerated the threat 
as pretext to go to war. I actually 

though that at 
the time, and 
thought it was 
okay. I actually 
agreed that it 
was a good idea 
to get a beach 
head, if you will, 
in the middle- 
east to keep 
our enemies in 
check. I still 
think McCain 
and the generals 
were right that 
we needed 
more troops to 
win the peace 

and manage 
an occupation. 
   As soon as the museums in Bagdad 
were raided and the ammunition 
stores cleared out by the Iraqis, it 
hit me, that we were worse than ill 
intentioned, we were incompetent. 
   George Bush is the most 
incompetent president in my 
lifetime; the previous record went 
to Jimmy Carter.  Worse, Bush 
is an arrogant liar who does not 
grasp the difference between 
being an American and acting 
like one.  His ignorance and 
lack of depth are heartbreaking.  
   When we look back to this period in 
our history, we will be embarrassed. 
Torture, no right to a hearing of 
any kind for people held in jail, 
spying on Americans, begging us 
to support the troops at the same 
time we let them languish in poorly 
run hospitals, and a policy toward 
veterans that forced  the people and 
opposition to shame the government 
into a new GI bill.  This was an 
administration that wanted you to 
wear a yellow ribbon on your car, 

but was willing to let our limbless 
soldiers get around, I guess, on 
skateboards. Now I do believe that 
Bush is a decent man who would 
not want this. But like many an 
executive with no leadership skills 
or experience, he just seemed to 
think that some little grey people 
somewhere would handle things. 
   Condoliza Rice, was an 
incompetent national securities 
advisor who is now a good Secretary 
of State. Yes, it is entirely possible 
that a bright, decent person who 
has done well since could be tone 
deaf to 9/11 warnings and be more 
responsible for 9/11 than anyone 
else.  She should have written the 
book “We Failed You” and not 
Richard Clarke.  Now no hand 
wringing on this one.  These are life 
and death jobs.  That was her OJT. 
   The Conservatives are right 
about government spending, it 
always goes up, and officials 
do not spend it wisely, 
   There is no notion I loathe 
more than far liberal politically 
correct policies in our colleges and 
universities that want to control what 
we think and what we say.  They 
have stifled free speech, impeded 
progress towards healing social and 
ethnic divisions, and the worst of 
all, they have created the blowback 
of political conservative talk radio 
that feels, as the liberal elite do, 
that winning, not the truth, is the 
important thing. And now Liberal 
Air America does the same thing. 
   I support nuclear…not nucular 
George…power.  Sometimes I 
think that we Americans would 
not have invented fire.  Hey 
it could burn the house down. 
  I believe in a women’s right to 
choose.  She should, however, 
be able to make up her mind 
before, three to six months. 
The rest of you can argue that. 
   What has happened to Yonkers in 

my lifetime, for whatever reasons, 
is a shame.  The folks that live there 
must sometimes think they may 
as well have stayed in the Bronx.  
   The people I love most in New 
Rochelle make me wonder if it’s 
the Armory they want to save, as 
much as they want to bring back a 
time since gone.  I believe in their 
effort to save it. But their need to 
right what they see as past wrongs, 
and their apparent wish to humiliate 
the current popular mayor may well 
sabotage their efforts.  ON the other 
hand, it seems to me that Mayor 
Bramson, whom I think does a fine 
job, and the Echo Bay developer 
could hit a home run for the city 
by hearing these earnest citizens 
who love that city ,and maybe 
implementing a compromise. 
   Now just to leave you crying 
for my blood: I cannot tolerate it, 
as necessary as it is to win over 
public support, that our leaders 
pretend there is any validity to End 
Times and the other silly things that 
Evangelical Christians believe. How 
dare we make fun of Tom Cruise and 
Madonna.  But just wait until there 
are enough Scientology and Kabala 
voters. Obama and McCain will get 
right on that space ship and kiss 
galactic babies. They might even 
pick a VP by engaging in the search 
for a Soul Mate. The A-Rod for Vice 
president!.  Its got a nice ring to it.  
   Now go on, have some fun.  What 
am I?  You want more, wait two 
weeks, I’ll give you more. One 
thing I think you will agree with:  It 
is lonely in the middle.
Email me at Bob@wvox with any 
questions.  
Bob Marrone is host of the “Good 
Morning, Westchester”show heard 
live every Monday through Friday 
morning, from 6:00 a.m. through 

9:00 a.m on WVOX-1460 AM 
radio or by way of audio streaming 

technology at http://WVOX.com
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Politics in New York a National Disgrace

Making the Town of Greenburgh Affordable
By Tom Bock

outstanding acoustics and pleasant 
atmospheres.   
   I attended the second week of 
this week festival, and some of the 
big names performers included two 
nights of the Queen of Soul- Aretha 
Franklin, and ditto for Steely 
Dan.  My most memorable indoor 
show that I attended this year 
were the Dirty Dozen Brass Band 
who opened for the Blind Boys of 
Alabama.  The Dozen continue to 
retool their lineup, consisting of 
long-time core members; Efrem 
Towns (ET) on vocals and various 
sized trumpets, flugelhorn, and 
vocals, Roger Lewis baritone and 
soprano sax, Kevin Harris tenor 
sax, Terrence Higgins on drums, 
plus new members Revert Andrews 
on trombone and vocals, guitarist 
Jake Eckert, and Julius McKee 
on sousaphone.  Most welcome 
of these newcomers are guitarist 
Eckert, and vocalist/bone player 

Montreal Jazz Fest 2008
From Page 1

Andrews who is now sharing the 
lead vocal chores with Towns, 
giving the band a fuller sound, and 
he also chimes in with background 
vocals with Kevin Harris, and some 
occasional background support 
from Eckert, and Roger Lewis. 
This was the Dirty Dozens first 
visit to the Montreal Jazz Fest, and 
the crowd really seemed to adore 
them, and gave them long ovations 
after many of the songs they played 
during their nearly two hour set. 
Baritone player Roger Lewis was 
especially charged throughout the 
evening with his full textured deep 
sounds which were often brilliant!  
But though it all, this new edition of 
the Dirty Dozen Brass Band shows 
that they have been able to reinvent 
themselves without any musical 
compromises, and one can only 
look forward to future performances 
and a follow up new recording to 
the current “What’s Going On” on 

the Shout Factory record label- stay 
tuned! 
   Year after year I always like to 
report about an artist that this 
great festival turns me on to, that 
being someone that either I have 
previously never heard of, or 
someone that I may have been aware 
of, but who catches me by surprise. 
This year this distinction goes to 
Shakura S’Aida, whom I was aware 
of, and did she ever catch me by 
surprise, as she was a ball of on-
stage energy, and literally captured 
the crowd with her enthusiastic 
stage presence and her dynamic 
vocal abilities; this lady rocks!  
Shakura band was very tight, but 
make no doubt that this Brooklyn, 
NY born transplant to Canada was 
by far and away the best outdoor/
free show that I witnessed during 
my time in Montreal this year. 
There were many highlights, but 
when she broke into “One Monkey 

Don’t Stop No Show” (evoking 
the great Joe Tex cover that the 
recently departed Irene Reid used 
to perform;) well Shakura stole my 
heart and ears.  If you ever get a 
chance to see Shakura perform live, 
just go, as you won’t be the least bit 
disappointed! 
   I also attended performances by 
the legendary Richard Thompson 
(solo performance,) and Daniel 
Lanois best-known for his work 
with; U2, Peter Gabriel, Robbie 
Robertson, the Neville Brothers, 
and Bob Dylan.  But unfortunately 
these performances did not work 
well for me.  
   I had never seen Nick Moss and 
the Fliptops, and was really looking 
forward to their outdoor gig, but 
they seemed laid back, and nothing 
like I recalled from their fine 
recordings.  Later I found out that 
their instruments had been stolen, 
so I would have to suspect that had 

a lot to do with their somber mood, 
so I will be looking forward to the 
next time I see them.   
   Next year marks the thirtieth 
anniversary for the Montreal Jazz 
Fest, and big plans are underway 
for the festival to have its own brand 
new home: The Maison du Festival 
de Jazz will serve as a permanent 
showcase for jazz, blues and world 
music artists. This new facility 
will also feature a hall of fame and 
exhibition center; a resource for 
audiovisual documentation, that 
will be accessible to the public; 
and headquarters for the promotion 
of jazz. The Maison will also 
accommodate the Festival’s press 
room, which is second to none that 
I have ever attended.  Here’s to the 
good folks of the Montreal Jazz 
Festival who were determined to 
create its own permanent residence. 
Note: The Montreal Jazz Festival 
has become one of Montreal’s 

most important cultural symbols, 
generating over 100 million dollars 
in annual tourist revenue, which 
attracts 2.5 million visitors, making 
it the number one draw of its kind 
according to the Guinness Book 
of Records. Until next year at the 
Montreal Jazz Fest, keep checking: 
www.MontrealJazzFest.com for 
updates. 

Bob Putignano is a regular 
contributing writer to Goldmine 

& Big City Rhythm and Blues 
magazines, the Yonkers Tribune, 
Westchester Times Tribune and 
formerly recognized and listed 
in the Library of Congress and  
can be reached through www.

SoundsofBlue.com

year as a partner in a negligence 
law firm. In this state, trial lawyers 
wield great weight on the passage or 
defeat of state legislation affecting 
their financial interests.
   Then there is the enormous 
influence of the municipal unions 
on the state legislature and the laws 
it enacts affecting the relationship 
of those unions and New York 
City, particularly with respect to 
pensions.  Those pension increases 
imposed by the state cost the City 
of New York billions of dollars 
in increases, most are strongly 
objected to by the City. The state 
gives away the money and the city 
must pay it.
   While the city has limited the terms 
of its City Council by referendum, 

the state legislature rarely sees 
sitting members lose at the polls, 
with an average of fewer than three 
percent of state legislators losing in 
any general election.
   In 1999, we saw many city 
legislators led by Speaker Silver 
disgracefully vote to abolish the 
commuter tax paid by non-residents 
to the city for the services they 
receive here including police, fire 
and sanitation, thus depriving the 
city of more than $500 million 
dollars a year in tax revenues.  No 
city legislator lost the support of 
editorial boards, union endorsement 
or has been punished at the polls for 
that traitorous act.
Paraphrasing the late Bill Buckley 
when he ran for mayor in 1965, 

what am I doing in this zoo?
   I propose that we use the tactic 
employed in New York City back 
in the 1950s through the 1960s and 
expand it.  What was that tactic?  
The formation of a reform wing in 
the Democratic Party.  It was led by 
a group of revered citizens – Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Senator Herbert 
Lehman, Mayor Robert Wagner and 
others.  The reformers undertook 
primaries against the regulars and 
beat many of them in 1961, when 
Mayor Wagner won renomination 
for a third term.
   I had the privilege of running 
against the boss of bosses as he 
was referred to – Carmine De 
Sapio – leader of Tammany Hall, 
the Democratic organization 

governing Manhattan (and at one 
time New York State) politics.  I 
beat him in 1963 (and 1964 and 
1965) in Democratic primaries 
for District Leader in Greenwich 
Village, but I was not the first. He 
was first defeated in 1961 by James 
Lanigan. 
   Those victories led to many reform 
changes in Manhattan which spread 
to the other boroughs.  Regrettably, 
as often happens, reform ultimately 
tires with the return of the regular 
forces, and reformers, once elected, 
become regulars.
   What we should do is improve 
on the reform model and create 
a new party which will state in 
its manifesto that it is running 
against the candidates of both the 

Democratic and Republican parties 
and has as its goal the sweeping out 
of Albany of all incumbents – the 
bad and the good – replacing them 
with the new party’s candidates, 
unless the incumbents cut their 
existing ties, join the new party and 
are accepted by it.
   After two elections in which 
the new party is successful, it 
should agree to dissolve and allow 
the Democratic and Republican 
parties to once again take over, 
vying against one another on a 
philosophical basis, hoping they 
have learned their lesson and 
become functional.
   So how do we start?  We have to 
find those five New Yorkers willing 
to do what Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

and Senator Herbert Lehman et al 
did – step forward and lead such an 
effort.  If they do, we can turn our 
state of deplorable politics around 
and once again be proud to be 
citizens of the great Empire State 
that produced Theodore Roosevelt, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Alfred E. 
Smith, Nelson Rockefeller, Hugh 
Carey and Fiorello LaGuardia, 
among others.
   This need not be a dream. If 
enough people join in the effort, it 
will become a reality.

Mr. Edward I. Koch, a lawyer, was 
a City Councilman, a Member of 

Congress, and Mayor of the City of 
New York.

   If you’ve been following the 
jaw-dropping, brazen attempt by 
WestHab to rape and pillage the 
Fulton Park neighborhood in the 
Town of Greenburgh, you are 
certainly familiar with how the 
process appears to work on paper 
as juxtaposed to how it does work 
in the real world. Whereas the 
business model for WestHab has 
yet to be defined, their business 
model appears to be to purchase 
undersized plots of land and propose 
an oversized eyesore building to be 
built on the site. Their methodology 
is insinuated by and with the mantra 
of political correctness; where 
they will petition the city, town 
or locality’s board to rezone such 
areas to fit their building design, 
as opposed to everyone else, 
who must design to the existing 
code/zoning. Heaven forbid if a 
neighborhood says, “No!” You’ll 
be branded a NIMBY (Not in my 
back yard), or a BANANA (Build 
absolutely nothing anywhere near 

anyone), or worse. I believe most 
people are saying, “ENOUGH in 
my backyard!” They are not saying, 
“No!”
   The Town will have condemned the 
Fulton Park neighborhood to self-
destruct if they approve WestHab’s  
zoning change request. Will they 
do the same for the reasonably 
new Stonegate condominiums that 
overlook the property designated for 
the Water Wheel Project in Ardsley? 
The firefighters, ambulance 
workers, municipal workers, and 
senior citizens that will live there 
will contribute to their community. 
They, exceeding all, deserve to be 
there because they give back to 
the community. Including these 
citizens is the right thing to do. But 
what happens after the firefighters, 
ambulance workers, municipal 
workers and senior citizens use 
up the allotted space? Who is then 
allowed to move in? I’m told, 
ironically, that years ago when the 
Ardsley Fire Department requested 

the same space to build housing for 
volunteer firefighters, they were 
turned down by the Village. 
   As social exercises go, urban 
renewal was a failure of the 1960s. 
The apartment buildings were built; 
low income and no income people 
were moved in. Slowly, because 
they were rental units and not owned 
units, these sociological experiments 
rapidly became tenements. People 
exemplifying the failures of our 
public school systems: the single-
parent or single-income failures, 
employment failures, to name a few, 
were attracted to these dwellings. 
Also attracted into the mix were 
drug usage and sales, prostitution, 
gangs and their related problems. 
While it’s easy to paint a negative 
image of this populace with a 
broad brush, there were many who 
benefited from their residency, even 
thriving by their residency. As with 
anything large and government run, 
there are bound to be good and bad 
elements. 

   Affordable housing in the 
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, and 
now workforce housing in the 
2000s, is a social experiment with 
a destiny predisposed toward 
failure. For years, though not 
limited to government, Democrats, 
have been “hawking” government 
sponsorship for housing, health 
care, social services, etc. They 
pander predominately to minorities 
and the “have-nots.” It’s easy to 
say, “Yes!” to a handout when you 
have little or nothing.  It is similar 
to the drug dealer that needs an 
addicted customer who has become 
dependant on whatever the service 
and related monies that go with it. 
It’s one way they incorporate to 
build a constituent base. But, for 
people who believe in doing the 
“right thing,” it’s the wrong way.
   All too often, the liberal socialists 
forget what made our country, 
our towns, and our communities 
a great place: hard work. I’m told 
WestHab purchased the Fulton Park 

property at 22 Tarrytown Road for 
$10. All of WestHab’s construction 
costs will be paid for by us through 
government grants. The Town of 
Greenburgh is the owner of the 
Water Wheel site. Paul Feiner is 
seeking to sell it to a developer for 
$1. It’s worth millions of dollars and 
could generate thousands of dollars 
in tax revenue for the Town. But, 
in order to be a housing champion, 
we, the residents, are willing to 
let Paul Feiner give it away for $9 
less than what WesHab paid for 
the property in Fulton Park. As our 
Town adjusts, readjusts and slowly 
sinks into a tax abyss through 
certiorari mandated tax losses, it’s 
time to say, “ENOUGH in my back 
yard!”
    We don’t need affordable housing; 
what we really need is an affordable 
Town! If taxes are reduced, staffing 
adjusted to what is needed, benefits 
contributed to, bloated budgets 
trimmed, libraries designed 
properly, and politicians responsive 

to the constituents, we will have a 
Town everyone can afford to live 
in. Help develop affording housing 
in the Town of Greenburgh by 
developing an affordable Town, 
not affordable housing. It’s the 
right thing to do, just ask our senior 
citizens as they depart the Town 
of Greenburgh they can no longer 
afford to live in.

http://www.montrealjazzfest.com/
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Summer Movies

Outside on the Y’s Back Deck

Mats will be set up for the kids
(who are invited to come in their PJs or
favorite film-themed costumes).
Parents -- bring your own lawn chairs.

$7 per person
Including free popcorn and lemonade!

You can purchase tickets online with no service charge at

www.RiverdaleY.org

Enchanted
Thursday,
July 10,
8:00 pm

The Chronicles of Narnia
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
Sunday, July 20, 8:00 pm

School of Rock
Sunday,
August 17, 7:30 pm

The Princess
Bride
Thursday,
August 21,
7:30 pmRaindates:  If it is raining on the afternoon of a

scheduled outdoor show, check our website,
www.RiverdaleY.org, for information about whether
the movie will run and, if not, when it is rescheduled.

5625 Arlington Avenue (off 256 St., near Skyview), (718) 548-8200

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Digital Photography Class
   The Field Library, 4 Nelson 
Avenue in Peekskill will be holding 
a free digital photography workshop 
on Tuesday July 22 at 6 pm. 
Professional photographer, Sally 
Delmerico, will lead a two-hour 
session designed to introduce digital 
photography to the home amateur 
photographer. She frequently 
conducts classes throughout the 
Hudson Valley and teaches basic 
terminology, camera functions, 
composition, lighting, transferring 
photos to a CD, emailing photos and 
printing techniques. Don’t forget to 
bring your digital camera with you 
for this hands-on class. Info: 914 
737-0010.   

Putnam County 4-H Fair   
   On July 25-27, the 2008 Putnam 
County 4-H Fair will be held at the 
Putnam County Veterans Memorial 
Park, 201 Gipsy Trail Road in 
Carmel. This fair highlights the 
youth who participate in the 4-H 
programs and their many activities. 
See the animal showmanship and 
herdsmanship presentations and 
awards. View the many educational 

Auction
   Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Putnam County is looking for 
donations of new and nearly-new 
lawn, garden, patio, outdoor and 
other items to sell at their live 
auction during the Putnam County 
4-H Fair (see above). The auction 
proceeds will help support the 4-H 
Youth Development, Environmental 
and Community and Economic 
Vitality education programs. To 
donate an item or service call CCE 
of Putnam County at 845-278-6738 
or email putnam@cornell.edu. 
They will even pick up donation 
items within Putnam, Northern 
Westchester & Southern Dutchess 
Counties. Donation of items are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by 
IRS regulations.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. 

and environmental exhibits. Look 
what you can find in the discovery 
depot tent. Watch the annual parade 
of kids with all of their animals – 
cows, sheep, goats, chickens, rabbits 
and dogs too! There is so much else 
to do including the master gardener 
plant sale, game tent, entertainment 
and the delicious chicken BBQ. 
And on Saturday July 26 at 4pm 
take part in the country-living live 
auction. Admission to the fair is 
free. Fair hours are Friday 12 noon 
- 6pm, Saturday 10am - 7pm and 
Sunday 10am – 5pm. Info: 845-
278-6738. 

Donations are needed for the 4-H 

OLD GREENWICH, CT -- 
Longford’s Own-Made Ice Cream, a 
gourmet tradition for over 15 years, 
is pleased to celebrate National 
Ice Cream Month with their new 
location in Old Greenwich, CT. 
  Established in 1990 by Nolan and 
Patricia West, Longford’s Own-
Made Ice Cream preserves the 
exceptional family dairy traditions 
born in Longford County, Ireland. 
   Committed to creating delicious 
ice creams, scrumptious sorbets and 
tasty frozen yogurts of unparalleled 
quality, Longford’s has become a 
regional favorite with their award-
winning gourmet flavors, first rate 
hospitality and the personal attention 
customers rarely experience in an 
ice cream shop. 
   Longford’s own-made taste is 
achieved with the high-quality 
ingredients featuring imported 
vanilla, organic cocoa, fruit extracts, 
purees and juices and nuts go into 
the ice cream; fresh natural fruits, 
purees and juices make the sorbets 
mouthwatering.  The evidence is in 
the silky creaminess and the carnival 

Longford’s Celebrates National Ice 
Cream Month

Irish Artisan-Based Ice Cream Making Tradition Continues

of flavors distinctive of Longford’s 
40-plus taste treats. Longford’s 
own-made ice creams, sorbets and 
frozen yogurts are served by the 
finest restaurants, private clubs, 
caterers and hotels, as well as 
select premium national ice cream 
parlors. 
   To celebrate National Ice Cream 

Month, Longford’s has recently 
opened their newest location at 146 
Sound Beach Avenue in Greenwich, 
CT – 203.637.0480. Also visit 
Lonford’s Ice Cream at 4 Elm 
Place, Rye, NY – 914.967.3797, 
and  Longford’s Ice Cream at 1941 
Palmer Avenue, Larchmont, New 
York - 914.834.0207.

YONKERS, NY -- William E. 
Griffin, Chairman of the Board 
of Hudson Valley Holding Corp., 
has announced the appointment of 
Mary-Jane Foster, a principal in the 
development and investment firms 
of Black Rock Investors, LLC, 
Bridgeport, CT, and Westchester 
Baseball, LLC, as a Director of the 
Yonkers-based company.
   A resident of Bridgeport, CT, Ms. 
Foster is an attorney admitted to 
practice in Connecticut and New 
York and is the co-founder, owner 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
the successful Bridgeport Bluefish 
Professional Baseball Club in 
Connecticut. Her firm, Westchester 
Baseball, LLC, is working to bring 
minor league baseball to Yonkers.
   Prior to earning her law degree 
at Quinnipiac University College 
School of Law, Ms. Foster received 
an Associate’s Degree from 
Bennett College in Millbrook, NY, 

Hudson Valley Holding Corp. Appoints  
Mary-Jane Foster as a Director

and a Bachelor of Science Degree 
from Charter Oak College in New 
Britain, CT. She is also a  former 
actress, having appeared on stage, 
film, television and radio.
   “We are pleased to have Mary-Jane 
join our Board,” Mr. Griffin said. 
“Mary-Jane is a knowledgeable, 
dynamic individual, who we believe 

will help us grow and prosper, 
while maintaining our focus on 
local community banking. With her 
business experience and community 
involvement, she will be an asset to 
us, particularly as we continue to 
expand Hudson Valley Bank…” 

no negative environmental 
impact.   The second motion was 
that the Planning Board approved 
the site plan under these conditions.  
The Planning Board had approved 
an Environmental Assessment Form 
which included analysis on traffic, 
visual analysis, and architectural 
review.
   The lawsuit contends that the 
site plan claims that there will 
only be a need for 182 parking 
spaces.  However, the Planning 
Board could not verify this because 
they could not find the current site 
plan. Further, the lawsuit contends 

the Planning Board approval was 
arbitrary and capricious because 
old zoning codes were used, and 
changes were grandfathered on 
the old zoning code.  Apparently 
the numbers of parking spaces 
were grandfathered under the 
use permitted in an old code. The 
lawsuit contends there is a need for 
more parking.  Jones said, “Our 
claim is this is a new site plan 
and requires the use of the current 
zoning codes.”
   There is no question in Jones’ 
mind that the City of New 
Rochelle, in general, should be 

making developers pay for needed 
improvements in traffic and 
infrastructure, for example, 
when proposals are made.  He 
felt on these development issues, 
“We all pay no matter whether it 
is Lincoln Avenue or Echo Bay 
or the North End.   We’re all in 
this together and that’s why the 
taxes increase.  A problem in 
one area affects everyone.” The 
assertion is postulated on all 
neighborhoods needing to join 
together and work for the best 
interests of everyone in the city.  

Citizens Threatened
From Page 1

NEW YORK, NY -- Minority 
high school students from 
five Westchester high schools 
participated in a summer program 
that introduced them to career 
opportunities in accounting.
   The Foundation for Accounting 
Education of the New York 
State Society of Certified Public 
Accountants (NYSSCPA) partnered 
with Westchester Community 
College to offer the Career 
Opportunities in the Accounting 
Profession (COAP) program to 
18 high school juniors from June 
26 through July 1 on the WCC 
campus. 
   Students watched CPAs in action 
with trips to Merrill Lynch and 
Citrin Cooperman & Company 
LLP. They learned how to interview 
effectively, write resumes and 
network – “things they would 
really find valuable in any walk of 
life,” said COAP chair Don Kiamie, 
CPA, of Windsor Management 
Corporation Kiamie Properties 
Management, Manhattan. They also 
discussed appropriate attire for the 
office. “A lot of articles have come 
out recently that say people who 
dress well also perform that way,” 
said Kiamie. 
   Christina Torres of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel High School said she 
knew little about accounting going 
into the program, but thanks to a 
session on careers at the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, she can 
now see herself working as an 
accountant for the FBI. “They deal 
with crimes and serious stuff. When 
there’s a bank robbery accountants 
can help,” she said, adding that 
CPAs could help determine the 

Westchester Students Gain Business-
World Insights Through Accounting 

amount of missing funds. 
   Historically, minorities have been 
underrepresented in the accounting 
profession, and the COAP program 
aims to increase diversity. A survey 
of COAP alumni has revealed that 
almost 100% of respondents have 
gone on to college and that 70% are 
majoring or enrolled in accounting 
or business programs. 
   Participants from Lincoln High 
School were: Sadia Ahmad, 
Omar Aguilar, Sandy Chocano, 
Prince A. Debrah, Jaime DePena, 
Debbye Garcia, Troy P. Goff, 
Brandell J. Jones, Kristie Diane 
Munoz, Pattraporn Phothipraisiri, 
Jennifer Poole, Jennifer Rodriguez, 
Anthony T. Thomas Jr. and Dana 
Yang. Students from other schools 
participating were: Ryan P. Flynn 
of White Plains High School, 
Emily M. Gomez of Lakeland 
High School, Zahra Kamilla of 
New Rochelle High School and 
Christina G. Torres of Our Lady of 

Good Counsel High School. 
    Representing 29,000 CPAs, the 
New York State Society of Certified 
Public Accountants (NYSSCPA) 
is the oldest state accounting 
organization in the nation, 
celebrating its 110th anniversary 
this year. The Westchester Chapter 
was chartered in 1954 and includes 
2,668 members. 

The New York State  
Society of CPAs

 is located at 
3 Park Avenue, 

New York, NY 10016.

To learn more about the Society 
call 800-633-6320 

or 
visit the Society’s website at

 www.nysscpa.org.

mailto:putnam@cornell.edu
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://longfordsicecream.com/
http://www.nysscpa.org/
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Film • Finance

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

As part of our expansion program, our company is 
looking for Part Time Work from home account man-
agers and sales representatives, it pays $500 a month 
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please 
contact us for more details. Requirements - Should be 

a computer literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet 
weekly. Must be over 19 yrs. of age. Must be efficient 

and dedicated. If you are interested and  
need more information.  

Direct email to Dan Frank: danfrank005@gmail.com.

AKC Registered
 

English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  
Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 

Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

We are looking for an Accounting/Sale’s  
Representative who can be working for us as a part 
time worker getting paid for your work while you 

maintain your regular job and work for us. 
If interested you can email us at  

mark-scott@live.com for more information. 

   Anita O’Day The Life Of A Jazz 
Singer, a captivating documentary 
directed by Robbie Cavolina and 
Ian McCrudden, and produced by 
Melissa Davis along with Cavolina 
and McCrudden is set to open 
its New York engagement at the 
Cinema Village theater on August 
15, 2008. The film chronicles the 
extraordinary life of Anita O’Day, 
one of the most legendary female 
jazz vocalists of all time. It has 
swept through more than two dozen 
national and international film 
festivals winning accolades and 
awards along the way.  Now lucky 
viewers can catch it when Anita 
O’Day The Life Of A Jazz Singer  
opens its New York engagement.            
   The film is an intimate portrait 
of the maverick jazz vocalist Anita 
O’Day, a self-professed “song-
stylist” and rightly known as one of 
the greatest jazz divas of all time. 
Filmmakers Robbie Cavolina and 
Ian McCrudden have devoted four 
years in order to perfectly capture 
O’Day’s seven decade career.   Anita 
O’Day The Life Of A Jazz Singer 
documents her wild ride; following 
her career from the early days 
singing alongside the likes of Gene 
Krupa, Roy Eldridge, Stan Kenton, 
Louis Armstrong and Hoagy 
Carmichael through her many 
great adversities which she fought 
to overcome; a 20-year heroin and 
alcohol addiction, several failed 
marriages, abortions and arrests 
and finally, her last-hurrah album, 
completed just before the singer’s 
2006 death at age 87.
   Most exciting is to see Miss 
O’Day in action.  There is incredible 

Anita O’Day:  The Life of 
A Jazz Singer - A Story Of 

Survival…
 A Film by Robbie Cavolina and Ian 

McCrudden Opens at  
Cinema Village August 15, 2008

footage from her incomparable 
career starting as far back as the 
1940’s through the recording of her 
last album, and the joy of hearing a 
woman do what she did best – sing.  
We see, and hear Anita singing 
more than 30 songs, including 
“A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
Square,” “Let Me Off Uptown,” 
“Honeysuckle Rose,” “Tea for 
Two,” “Let’s Fall in Love” and 
from her legendary performance 
at the 1958 Newport Jazz Festival, 
“Sweet Georgia Brown.”
   Aside from being a musical genius, 
Anita O Day’s captivating stage 
presence, sophisticated good looks, 
unique phrasing and rich smoky 
voice made her an inspirational 
performer and the only white female 
singer considered to be in the same 
jazz league as Ella Fitzgerald, 
Billie Holiday, and Sarah Vaughan. 
That she failed to attain the fame 
of the aforementioned greats was 
in part because of her being her 
own worst enemy.  This and more 
is discussed by a roster of record 
industry professionals, jazz critics 
and musicians in Anita O’Day The 
Life Of A Jazz Singer. 

Cinema Village Theater at 22 East 
12th Street between University and 

5th Ave. 

Catch the trailer:
 http://anitaoday.com/documentary.

html 

the recovery process. To that end, 
there will be more pain in financial 
industries and beyond.
   In particular, we should expect 
consolidation and shakeout in the 
banking, brokerage, bond insurers 
and mortgage guarantors sectors. 
The gradual but precipitous drop in 
equity performance in high profile 
companies, within those sectors, 
including that of Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, who guarantee nearly 
half of all U.S. home-mortgage 
outstanding debt - $5 Trillion, makes 
that point. Ironically, this raises the 
question: Are they (Fannie and 
Freddie) too big to fail? Just think 
of the pain that would create.
   Other industries due for 
consolidation are airline and retail. 
We should expect cramped seating 
on air travel as well as longer 
waiting lines at the airports. From 
the retail standpoint, we may have 
to walk a few blocks to find a 
Starbucks.
   Is there a silver lining? Yes!  
   Variations of the unprecedented 
options being introduced in the 
private sector, for survival, could be 
instructive to the public sector.
Shared Sacrifice
   Frankly, for the next couple of years, 
austerity budgets accompanied by 

Doing More with Less
From Page 1

heartbreaking consequences may 
become the rule, rather than the 
exception. The one-time budget 
gap closer, from Albany, may work 
this year, but next year will be a 
different story. The anticipated drop 
in tax revenues to communities 
across the state is real. Here is the 
revised memo:  We have to begin 
doing more with less. Personnel 
cost is typically the largest item on 
any budget. So there will be pain. 
But that can be blunted by shared 
sacrifice. Two sensible options 
to consider: slash or renegotiate 
salaries; slash overtime. 

Derickson K. Lawrence is the CEO 
of MarketView Resources Inc., a 
private label banking company 
in Mount Vernon. Reach him by 

directing email to 

info@marketvw.com. 

NEW YORK, NY -- The last of 
the economic stimulus checks will 
go out today under the planned 
payment schedule, which was a 
timetable for tax returns filed before 
April 15. The U.S. Treasury has sent 
out 112.405 million total economic 
stimulus payments totaling $91.834 
billion. 
  However, the Internal Revenue 
Service will continue processing 
tax returns and issuing economic 
stimulus checks for much of the 
year. 
   “It is not too late for New Yorkers 
to file a return to claim an economic 
stimulus payment , “ IRS New York 
Spokesperson Kevin McKeon said. 
“People should file by October 15 
to ensure they receive a payment 
prior to year’s end. It can take up to 
eight weeks for the IRS to process 
the return and issue the check.” 
   For people who have no tax liability 
or no tax filing requirement, there 
is a minimum payment of $300 
($600 for married couples), plus 
the $300 for each qualifying child. 
To be eligible for the minimum 
payment, individuals must have at 
least $3,000 in qualifying income. 
Qualifying income includes any 
combination of earned income, 
nontaxable combat pay and certain 

It’s Not Too Late to Claim an 
Economic Stimulus Payment

benefit payments from Social 
Security, Veterans Affairs and 
Railroad Retirement. 
   The IRS is continuing to work 
with numerous state, local and 
national partners to reach those 
people and help them file a simple 
Form 1040A. 
   Here are some links to IRS.gov 
regarding the economic stimulus 
payments: 
• Haven’t received your payment 
yet: http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/
article/0,,id=181997,00.htmlhttp://
www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/
0,,id=181997,00.html
• Where’s My Stimulus Payment 
(online application to check status 
of the payment): 
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/
article/0,,id=181665,00.html
• Form 1040A-3 for retirees, 
disabled veterans and others who 
normally don’t file a return: http://
www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/k1040a3.
pdf
• Treasury News Release 
Cumulative Economic Stimulus 
Payment Totals: http://www.treas.
gov/press/releases/hp1077.htm
•  IRS’ Economic Stimulus 
Payments Information Center: 
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/
article/0,,id=177937,00.html

http://anitaoday.com/documentary.html
http://anitaoday.com/documentary.html
mailto:info@marketvw.com
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.htmlhttp:/www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.htmlhttp:/www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.htmlhttp:/www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.htmlhttp:/www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181997,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=181665,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=181665,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/k1040a3.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/k1040a3.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/k1040a3.pdf
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp1077.htm
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp1077.htm
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=177937,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=177937,00.html
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Kennedy Catholic HS 
54 Route 138, Somers 

July 25 July 25 July 25 --- 26  8PM 26  8PM 26  8PM
August 1 August 1 August 1 --- 2  8PM 2  8PM 2  8PM

July 27  3PMJuly 27  3PMJuly 27  3PM
Suggested Donation: Suggested Donation: Suggested Donation: 

$8$8$8 StudentsStudentsStudents /// $10$10$10 SeniorsSeniorsSeniors /// $12$12$12 PatronsPatronsPatrons

www.thehopeplayers.comwww.thehopeplayers.comwww.thehopeplayers.com
(914) 206(914) 206(914) 206---961796179617

ticketsticketstickets thehopeplayers.comthehopeplayers.comthehopeplayers.com

Breast Cancer Research BenefitBreast Cancer Research BenefitBreast Cancer Research Benefit

   The 2008 New York State 
Legislative Session ended in late 
June, though the State Senate may 
return to Albany sometime in July.  
Several very prominent issues in the 
news including school property tax 
cap and relief from rising gasoline 
prices were left unresolved. 
   However, there were some 
legislative initiatives that directly 
affect the Village both monetarily 
and procedurally that passed both 
houses and are awaiting signature 
by the Governor. 
   In the area of labor relations, bills 
were passed that would increase the 
mandatory retirement age for police 
and firefighters from 62 to 65; 
authorize municipalities to grant a 
leave of absence to any employee 
who is elected to any office with 
his or her union, and require the use 
of an independent hearing officer 
in disciplinary cases involving an 
individual represented by a union if 
the penalty sought is dismissal. 
   In addition, a bill passed that 
would amend various provisions of 
the Retirement and Social Security 
Law to create a presumption that 
any heart disability incurred by 
a member of either of the two 
retirement systems administered by 
the State Comptroller was incurred 
in the performance of work duties 
and was an accident. 
   In the area of accessibility of 
public records, a new law now 
requires that local governments 
design information retrieval systems 

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

to provide segregation of public 
vs. non-public information in the 
same record to allow for electronic 
access.  An additional bill requires a 
court to award costs and reasonable 
attorney’s fees to plaintiffs in 
matters related to the violation of 
the open meetings laws. 
   Many of the above initiatives 
most certainly will have a negative 
financial impact on the Village. 
   Bills awaiting the Governor’s 
signature that could be cost saving 
to the Village include affording 
municipalities the first opportunity 
to obtain State-owned surplus 
personal property and authorizing 
schools to pay all or any portion of 
the salaries and compensation of 
school crossing guards, a cost that 
is currently the sole responsibility 
of the host municipality.  A net 
energy metering system bill allows 
for non-residential buildings with 
qualified renewable energy systems 
to transfer surplus energy back to 
the utility grid, receiving an equal 
credit against use. 
   For the residential energy 

user, a new law would create a 
grant program to encourage the 
construction of new homes and 
renovations of old homes using 
methods consistent with “green” 
standards established by the New 
York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority. 
   Three bills of particular interest 
and possible effect on our Village 
remained in committee at the 
legislative session’s end. 
   Reform of the municipal 
competitive bidding law raising 
the threshold for compulsory 
bidding of public works contracts 
from $20,000 to $50,000 and 
purchase contract from $10,000 
to $50,000 was passed only by 
the Senate.  A proposal permitting 
municipalities, at local option, to 
impose a service charge on certain 
tax exempt properties to offset the 
cost of services local governments 
provide to such properties remains 
at the committee level along with 
the proposed bill permitting local 
governments to utilize market-based 
assessments for cooperatives and 
condominiums that are converted 
or constructed on or after January 
1, 2010.  Current assessments on 
these types of properties are based 
upon the income producing value 
of the entire building and not the 
selling price of the individual units. 
   We will continue to monitor 
the effect of all the 2008 State 
legislation on the functioning and 
budget of our Village.  

ALBANY, NY --  Assemblyman 
Mike Spano (D, C, I-Yonkers) 
announced that Governor David 
A. Paterson signed legislation he 
authored into law which amends 
the Penal Law to include plastic 
knuckles as a deadly weapon.   
      The issue of plastic knuckles was 
brought to Assemblyman Spano’s 
attention after a video surfaced on 
the internet which showed just how 
devastating plastic knuckles can be.  
The video shows the destruction that 
this weapon produces and how easy 
it is to get them through security 
checkpoints.  Plastic knuckles, just 
like brass knuckles, slide over one’s 
fingers to create a harder striking 
surface on the fist.   
      “Plastic knuckles are an 
undetectable, deadly weapon 
which people are using, because 
they are not metal and can easily 
get through security checkpoints,” 
Assemblyman Spano said.  “These 
plastic knuckles are being sold for 
as little as $5 on the internet and 
anyone can purchase them.  This 
was a common sense piece of 
legislation which will protect the 
residents of this state.” 

Governor Paterson Signs Assemblyman 
Mike Spano Bill Into Law

New Law Classifies Plastic Knuckles as a Deadly Weapon

      This legislation amends the 
Penal Law to treat plastic knuckles 
like metal or brass knuckles.  This 
measure passed the Assembly at the 
end of session and was sponsored 
in the New York State Senate by 
Senator Andrew Lanza.  Currently, 
it is illegal to possess brass knuckles, 
and with Governor Paterson signing 
this important legislation into law, 
it is now a crime to possess plastic 
knuckles in New York State. 
      Simply possessing one of these 
deadly weapons would now be a 
misdemeanor with the possibility 
of spending up to one year in jail 
upon conviction.  Displaying, or 
possessing and threatening to use 

plastic knuckles while stalking 
someone will now be punishable as 
a class E felony with the possibility 
of spending of up to 1 1/3 to 4 years 
in prison.       “This law proactively 
addresses the innovations of 
potential criminals.  Plastic 
knuckles are the modern incarnation 
of brass knuckles and pose a threat 
to our safety because they are 
undetectable. In a post 9-11 world 
we must have the necessary tools to 
prosecute those attempting to bring 
weapons, metal or plastic, into our 
airports, governmental buildings or 
schools,” stated Senator Lanza 
      “After seeing the video on the 
internet that show the severity 
of plastic knuckles I knew that 
something had to be done before 
someone was seriously injured 
or killed,” Assemblyman Spano 
added.  “Since they are plastic, 
these weapons will go unnoticed 
by metal detectors in places such as 
schools, government buildings, and 
airports.  This new law will give law 
enforcement officials the ability to 
charge anyone found in possession 
of these dangerous weapons.”  

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Westchester County Board of 
Legislators (WCBoL) approved 
a bond act in the amount of $5 
million to purchase 450 Saw Mill 
River Road, an 85,000-square-foot 
building on 5.37 acres in Ardsley. 
Legislators also approved a separate 
bond act for $7 million to refurbish 
the site to a climate controlled 
environment suitable to storing 
the approximately 1,600 electronic 
voting machines, related equipment 
and ballots that the county will 
soon take ownership of to comply 
with federal and state law. In its 
12-4 vote for approval, the WCBoL 
exposed the very dysfunction of its 
governance. The process by which 
they conducted their search to meet 
the federal mandate requiring them 
to consolidate all of its electoral 
functions at the county level, 
including ownership, care, custody 
and control of voting machines, as 
part of the federal Help America 
to Vote Act (HAVA) was poorly 

Approve 450 Saw Mill River Road Purchase
Ardsley Site to Be Used for Voting Machine Storage & Public Safety Administrative Offices

expressed to the public. Worse 
still, the impression of impropriety 
tainted the process when the 450 
Saw Mill River Road site was 
designated prior to a request for 
proposals to meet the protocol 
and conduct of the governmental 
body. The back pedaling continued 
thereafter. At fault were those for 
the action and those opposed.  
   “This property offers the lowest 
cost per square foot of all the 
properties considered and is our best 
option,” said José Alvarado, Chair 
of the Budget & Appropriations 
Committee that along with the 
Government Operations Committee 
conducted the almost two-year 
review of the nine site options. 
“The purchase of this particular site 
has become even more attractive 
due to a reduction in the purchase 
price and the administration’s plan 
to use some of the space for the 
administrative headquarters for 
the Department of Public Safety.  
Moving the headquarters to the 

Saw Mill River site will eliminate 
the need to build a new $9.5 million 
headquarters that is currently in the 
county’s capital plan.”  
   “We’re out of time and we have 
a pressing decision to make. This 
site is simply the most prudent deal 
for Westchester taxpayers,” said 
County Legislator Ken Jenkins, 
Chair of the GO Committee. “It 
would be unfair to say we have not 
thoroughly investigated all options. 
We spent two years vetting options. 
We asked for and completed an RFP 
process that extended the invitation 
to any possible bidder in the county 
who wanted to propose a suitable 
property. There is significant 
concern from the state Board of 
Elections that we don’t have a 
facility in place. We are bound to 
act responsibly and comply with 
the law and this purchase fulfills 
that obligation. Incidentally, all 
cost benefit analysis aside, it makes 
sense to have such a heavy Public 
Safety presence on the site of a 

storage facility that must be secured 
to the highest degree possible.” 
   As the merits of approval for the 
purchase of the Saw Mill River 
Road site was delineated, the 
Journal News was savaged by some 
legislators for espousing opinion 
while lacking facts and being devoid 
of needing to be responsible to the 
public. Though not expressed by 
any of the legislators, their acrimony 
exposed their inept approach to 
educating a cynical public weaned 
on conflict of interest, catering to a 
‘family and friends network,’ and 
simple and arrogant expression 
of political connivance perceived 
untenable to some. Passions flowed 
eloquently in defending voting 
approval, as eloquently in fact, 
as those opposed to it. At issue is 
why were the public’s concerns not 
addressed prior to the final hour 
in  a palatable manner. Those in 
the know, often times exclude the 
press, as vehemently as those who 
may include the press. This issue 

demanded many months of scrutiny 
to “make the process look ‘right.’” 
Each must bear responsibility. 
The finger pointing must stop.    
   Former B&A Committee Chair 
Michael Kaplowitz (D-IN-WF, 
Somers) said finding an appropriate 
HAVA site started during his tenure.  
The planned dual function for 450 
Saw Mill is what he considers a 
good example of what he terms 
“double duty” dollars.
   “Clearly, it’s in best interest of our 
taxpayers to own, rather than rent. 
It’s also in taxpayers’ interest to buy 
one building instead of two. 450 
Saw Mill River Road’s value rises 
by virtue of the fact that it will fulfill 
two pressing needs of the county 
for space. By not having to spend 
$9 million to build a separate Public 
Safety Headquarters, taxpayers net 
a $750,000 annual savings in debt 
service,” Kaplowitz said.  
   The vote was cast. I left the 
meeting tempered by “facts” 
previously unheard, and yet cynical 

of the protagonists who “acted out 
their part” for posterity and future 
resumes.  
   Legislators also authorized the 
county to enter into one or more 
intermunicipal agreements with the 
Ardsley Union Free School District 
whereby the county will commit 
to expending up to $1 million in 
capital funding on mutually agreed 
to projects that will serve a valid 
county purpose but also have an 
ancillary benefit to the school 
district. 
   It behooves our elected officials 
to communicate with those who 
entrusted them the ability to cast 
the final vote. The public is angry, 
so are our elected officials. The 
task at hand may best be met by 
government taking the first steps 
toward keeping the public informed 
in clear and salient manner. It 
may be the last outcry to civility 
between the voter and those elected 
to office.

Call Jay Santiago to Advertise 
914-562-0834

http://blutube.policeone.com/Clip.aspx?key=23EAF938C51D7071
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5613644926160409178&q=plastic+knuckles&ei=Ahh2SJavN4qY-wG46KCXCw&hl=en
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5613644926160409178&q=plastic+knuckles&ei=Ahh2SJavN4qY-wG46KCXCw&hl=en
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History 

From Page 1

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- With 
Congressman Eliot Engel as a 
co-sponsor, the House passed 
legislation designating the route 
taken by George Washington 
and Count Rochambeau from 
Westchester County to victory at 
Yorktown in the Revolutionary War 
as the “Washington-Rochambeau 
Revolutionary Route National 
Historic Trail.” 
   The 600-mile trail also marks 
the route taken by the French army 
under General Rochambeau from 
Rhode Island to Westchester where 
he joined with Washington, who 
had come from Newburgh
   They broke camp in August, 1781, 
for the march to Virginia where, 
with the French fleet, they defeated 
the British at Yorktown, effectively 
ending the war in American 
victory.
   The bill passed Thursday by a 
vote of 345 to 69 and now must be 
acted on in the Senate. 
   Rep. Engel said, “This is the right 
time to pass this legislation, between 
our Fourth of July celebration of 
independence and Bastille Day on 
July 14th celebrating the French 
Revolution. I was proud to work to 
get Dobbs Ferry made part of the 
trail, for it was while camped here, 
that General Washington made his 
historic decision to march south to 
the historic battle of Yorktown.” 
   In thanking Rep. Engel for his 
work on the bill, Richard Borkow, 
M.D., the Village Historian of 
Dobbs Ferry, gave some history on 
the events at Dobbs Ferry. 
   Washington, he said, set up the 

Dobbs Ferry Now Part of  
National Historic Trail

March for Independence at Yorktown Went Through Hudson Village

Map drawn by Louis-Alexandre Berthier, an officer serving under 
Rochambeau. Location 6 (the eastern part of Dobbs Ferry today) shows 
Col. Alexander Scammel’s light infantry. Number 7, on the west side of 
Broadway (in Congressman Engel’s district), is Col. Elisha Sheldon’s 

light dragoons, and also the location of the Dobbs Ferry Redoubt. 
At the Dobbs Ferry Redoubt, American troops successfully defended 
the encampment on several occasions from British warships, taking 

casualties in the exchanges of fire.

his encampment in early July 
1781 to probe for weaknesses in 
British defenses on Manhattan, 
and try to gain a major victory by 
driving the British from Manhattan. 
He abandoned that plan on Aug 14, 
1781, when he learned from French 
Admiral de Grasse that the French 
fleet would soon be arriving in 
the Chesapeake area, and instead 
planned a joint sea and land 
operation to trap Gen. Cornwallis’s 
forces, then fortifying Yorktown.
   With Washington’s decision to go 
south, the American army paraded 
before leaving on Sunday Aug 19, 
1781, in the immediate vicinity of 
Dobbs Ferry’s Gateway intersection 

(now Broadway and Ashford Ave) 
and then marched north on present 
day Broadway to cross the Hudson 
at King’s Ferry (present day 
Verplanck). Washington probably 
chose a northern crossing to avoid 
the British fleet in New York 
harbor. 
   Rochambeau had arrived in 
Rhode Island in July, 1781, with a 
French army of 5,000 to aid in the 
American cause. He and his army 
left for Yorktown the same day as 
Washington, from a few miles to the 
east of Dobbs Ferry (in present day 
Edgemont area) and took a more 
interior route to King’s Ferry.

is slightly short of the Olympic ‘A’ 
qualifying mark (78.50 meters). 
While Freeman secured a spot on 
the squad, he is required to reach the 
‘A’ benchmark in order to compete 
in Beijing. He is the first Manhattan 
alumnus, since Tom Murphy ‘58 
(1960 Rome), to qualify for the 
U.S. Olympic Team.
   Pompey embarks on her third 
consecutive Olympics, and will 
run in the 400m. Pompey competed 
in Sydney (2000) and Athens 

(2004) for Guyana. Additionally, 
Ryan stands as the first Manhattan 
alumnus to coach at the Olympics.
   Last weekend, Jotanovic qualified 
for his first Olympics with a record 
setting throw (19.89m) at the Serbian 
Cup in Senta, Serbia. The toss 
broke his previous record (19.72m) 
that was set while competing for 
Manhattan during the 2007 NCAA 
East Regional Championships in 
Gainesville, Florida.
   In total, 15 Manhattan College 

Jake Freeman ‘04 Represents Manhattan 
College on U.S. Olympic Team

Dr. Tony Sawyer, the City Council 
membership , members of the 
Board of Education, and other city 
and school officials. 
   Jeff Cooney has shown a consistent 
display of generosity, already giving 
$25,000 a year to Mount Vernon’s 
Football Program for the past five 
years to run “Play It Smart” a 
mentoring program sponsored by 
The National Football Foundation 
& College Hall of Fame.  
   Two weeks ago, the defeat of 

Save Our Sports Effort Engenders Support
From Page 1

the Mount Vernon school budget 
forced the school district into an 
austerity spending plan. As a result 
interscholastic sports program has 
been cut from the school budget. The 
next day, Mayor Clinton I. Young, Jr. 
announced the Mayor’s Committee 
to Save Our Sports which will work 
to raise $950,000 in private funds to 
save all interscholastic sports. 
   Mayor Young also announced a 
main fundraising initiative within 
Save Our Sports that will call upon 

alumni have competed in the 
Olympics to date, including six 
in the last three Games. Lindy 
Remigino ‘53 and Lou Jones ‘54 
are the only Jaspers to earn medals. 
Remigino took home two gold 
for the United States in Helsinki 
(1952) for the 100m dash and 4 x 
100m relay. Jones also nabbed gold 
for the United States in Melbourne 
(1956) for the 4 x 400m relay.

5,000 individuals to give $100 to 
save our athletics program in Mount 
Vernon.  
   Contributions are 100% tax 
deductible.  Checks can be made 
out to: “Mount Vernon Educational 
Foundation, Inc.” with a Memo: 
“Sports” or “Save Our Sports” and 
send to: 
Ms. Ronnie Cox, President, Mount 
Vernon Educational Foundation, 
P.O. Box 476, Fleetwood Station, 
Mount Vernon, NY 10552. 

Fallout from the U.S. Energy Policy 
Act Of 2005
The Nuclear Option

Part 3 of a Series 

By Diane M. Grassi

   In this third chapter of this 
ongoing discussion and analysis of 
United States energy policy and its 
ramifications both realized directly 
and indirectly from the U.S. Energy 
Policy Act of 2005, (EPAct 2005) 
it would be irresponsible not to 
include U.S. nuclear energy policy 
in such analysis. 
   As such, the EPAct 2005 and 
its previously referenced and 
unprecedented mandates, in prior 
chapters of this report, play a 
role with the reformulation of 
the regulation of U.S. nuclear 
energy and its projected and 
rather overwhelming imminent 
comeback. 
   The nuclear energy industry 
has become a global proposition 
given the changing geographic 
demands of energy needs in newly 
industrialized nations such as 
India and China. And it would be 
foolish for the U.S. to assume that 
it operates in a vacuum and that its 
future energy needs and demands 
will not be impacted by such 
changes in a global economy; one 
in which the U.S. is now primarily 
at the receiving end of offshore 
manufactured goods, including 
more and more of America’s food 
supply. 
   But the global economy has but 
given the U.S. government and 
in particular in this case, the U.S. 
Department of Energy, (DOE) an 
excuse to take the proverbial lid off 
of sound national security policy 
which has necessarily dictated U.S. 
energy policy for decades, until 
now, for the safety of the American 
people and the integrity of its 
critical infrastructure. 
   Although the first large scale 
civilian nuclear plant started 
providing electricity in 1957, it was 
basically between that time and the 
late 1970’s when all of the current 
operating nuclear reactor facilities 
were constructed. And with an 
average lifespan up to 60 years for 
each, most of the currently operating 
104 U.S. nuclear plants are either in 
or have applied for their 2nd 20-
year licensing period extensions.  
   Since the last U.S. nuclear reactor 
was ordered in 1973, those handful 
that were completed, after 1978 and 
post-3 Mile Island, were ordered 
prior to 1973. To wit, in 1996, the 
last U.S. plant constructed, the 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s Watts 
Bar 1 reactor in Tennessee, was the 
result of a revived dormant license 
from 1970. And there are plans to 
build the Watts Bar 2 from another 
previous license from dating back 
to1973. 
   Since U.S. nuclear energy policy 
has nearly come full circle today, 
it is important to take stock of 
its history. The Atomic Energy 
Commission, (AEC) was formed 
through the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1946, originally to specifically 
oversee the military’s and civic 
atomic energy programs. And it was 
given the expanded responsibility, 
for the first time, to assume dual 
oversight and regulation of atomic 
energy both militarily as well as 
commercially through the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954. 
   But it was through the Energy 
Reorganization Act of 1974, that 
created the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC), the present 
U.S. nuclear regulatory agency, 
to assume the oversight authority 
from the AEC. It now regulates 
most U.S. commercial nuclear 
activities, including nuclear power 
reactors and the use of radioactive 
materials in industry, medicine, 
agriculture and scientific research 
as well as fuel cycle facilities and 
nuclear waste management.  
   The 1974 law was seen as an 
opportunity to put trust back into 
the oversight agency which took 
on the dual task of both promoting 
nuclear power while safeguarding 
the American people, initially in 
1954. And it was after that point 
in time that the American people 
had already begun to lose trust 
in the agency’s ability to do so. 
Apparently, the U.S. government 
thought that changing the acronym 
of the agency would calm the 
public’s displeasures. 
   But it was during the late 1960’s 
and early 1970’s when the nuclear 
plant construction boom was in full 
gear and simultaneous reassurances 
from the federal government to  
keep safeguards in place fell on 
the deaf ears of energy consumers. 
Most importantly, the agency was 
designated to walk a fine line of both 
promoting commercially viable 
nuclear energy as well as handling 
all of the required licensing for 
new construction of nuclear power 
plants.  
   And in this global economy, at 
a time when the U.S. is seeing 
extraordinary growth in the foreign 

direct investment and acquisition 
in U.S. critical infrastructure, it 
appears reaped with conflict for 
the licensing agency to also be able 
to independently assess potential 
security risks both civilly and 
criminally. 
   Unfortunately, the notorious 
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant fire 
in 1975 in Decatur, AL could 
have been avoided and was the 
result of human error rather than 
an unexpected meltdown. A 
mechanical technician foolishly 
was looking for reported air leaks 
within the reactor with a lighted 
candle which ultimately started the 
fire. But Three Mile Island Unit 
2 (TMI-2) nuclear power plant 
near Middletown, Pennsylvania, 
on March 28, 1979, was the most 
serious nuclear plant fiasco in U.S. 
history. The reactor sustained the 
melting of half its core, which was 
later found to be a combination 
of technical and human error and 
allowed for released radioactive 
gases into the atmosphere and 
putting its employees immediately 
at risk. 

   The 3 Mile failure was followed 
in 1986 by the misfortune of Unit 
4 of the nuclear power station at 
Chernobyl, Ukraine in the former 
USSR. It emitted radioactive 
material, far more deadly an 
accident that 3 Mile Island, affecting 
52,000 people in the vicinity, 
immediately killing 30 people and 
possibly impacting up to 5 million 
others. Nevertheless, it was 3 Mile 
Island that provided the final nail in 
the coffin for skittish investors in 
U.S. nuclear technology, although 
nuclear facilities throughout the 
U.S. still provide 20% of electrical 
power generation. It remains very 
low in greenhouse emissions and is 
considered a form of clean energy. 
   In spite of the NRC’s own damage 
control to restore safety measures 
in nuclear plant facilities over the 
past 30 years, its ill-repute remains 
along with remnants of trepidation 
in reinvesting in nuclear energy. 
Therefore, the apparent overnight 
reverse course by the DOE in lining 
up investors to submit license 
construction applications for 
nuclear energy plants, with some 20 
expected by mid-2009, has set off 
alarm bells of another sort. 
   And that brings us back to the 
EPAct of 2005 which provides for 
a vast assortment of givebacks, 
subsidies and federally subsidized 
loan guarantees including risk 
insurance packages to the brokers 
and investors who come a-callin’, 
totaling billions of dollars worth 
of incentives. And once again, 
foreign owned holding companies, 
foreign government-owned entities 
and foreign-U.S. joint ventures, 
acquisitions and mergers will be the 
recipients of these U.S. taxpayer 
provided benefits. 
   The nuclear energy industry not 
only remains a hot-button issue 
because of its sullied past, but 
because of a heightened internal 
as well as public awareness of its 
ever-present national security risks 
it now poses in a post-9/11 world. 
In addition, there is the issue of the 
failing power grid infrastructure, 
which has not been improved in 
decades, and minimally maintained, 
along with a continued U.S. 
deregulation policy from which 
the American economy may never 
recover. 
   All of the aforementioned but 
creates for a perfect storm, all the 
while U.S. foreign policy dictates 
to other nations and regions on the 
ways in which they may engage or 
use nuclear material, whether for 
weaponry or for electrical power 
distribution.  
   The first step in trying to 
comprehend this multi-faceted and 
current energy policy, based upon 
both its history as well as current 
law, is to understand the revised 
NRC application process. Although 
the regulation revisions date back to 
1989, the most recent and final rules 
were not certified and published in 
the Federal Register by the NRC 
until August 2007 (10 CFR Part 
52).  
   The revisions have changed the 
entire regulatory review process and 
framework for the construction of 
new nuclear reactors and facilities. 
And over the next 18 months, such 
changes in the regulation process, 

with ink barely dry, will be tested in 
a paint-by-numbers fashion. 
   The EPAct 2005 while not 
intrinsic to the actual changes in 
NRC rule making, has played a 
consequential role in incentives for 
investors and ultimately the NRC’s 
seeming rush to finalize regulation 
revisions over a matter of months, 
after many years they were held in 
virtual abeyance.  
   And now the one time 2-step 
licensing process created for its 
thoroughness and for compliance 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) as well as providing 
enough time to have the appropriate 
number of public hearings, has been 
whittled down to a 1-step process; 
one that appears less investigative 
in scope and more equivalent to 
drive-through governance. 
   In order to supposedly bring an 
improved regulatory model for 
U.S. nuclear energy construction, 
which the NRC believes to be 
more efficient, the COL, early site 
permits (ESP), and standard design 
certifications pushes the process 
along more quickly. However, 
also cut in the process will be 
preoperational hearings on plant 
construction qualification that 
would be limited and not required 
by the NRC, and minimizing public 
input. 
The ESP procedure includes site 
safety issues and emergency plans 
apart from the plant design. The 
NRC’s and nuclear industry’s 
reasoning is that the new process 
will cut down on delays, cost 
overruns and reduce the application 
process down to 42 months. In that 
regard, there is some speculation 
that the next nuclear plant could 
break ground in the U.S. by the end 
of 2010 and perhaps be completed 
by 2015.  
   In the final part of this series, the 
actual players or investors in new 
U.S. nuclear plants construction 
will be addressed as well as 
who and from where from these 
entities hale. And the mechanisms 
mandated in the EPAct 2005 for 
lucrative financial rewards to these 
corporations will be discussed. 
Whether or not such investors will 
be even remotely close to ensuring 
the fiscal as well as environmental 
health of the American people is an 
important question which will be 
asked. 
   And finally, that which is most 
crucial in this entire changing energy 
landscape, that being the national 
security of the U.S, was etched into 
law in the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 in 42 U.S.C. Sec. 2011 (1954) 
as follows: “Aliens and entities 
owned, controlled or dominated 
by aliens or foreign governments 
may not engage in operations 
involving the utilization of energy. 
This restriction applies primarily to 
nuclear reactors and reprocessing 
plants extracting plutonium.” 
   Yet, as will be analyzed in Part 
4 of this series, we will see that 
through the use of joint ventures, 
foreign holding companies, license 
transfers and majority subsidiary 
investment mergers, rubber-
stamped by virtually all branches 
of the U.S. government, historically 
held energy law no longer remains 
the watchdog it was once meant 
to be. Therefore, the best interests 
of the American people are now 
marginalized and the future national 
security interests of the U.S. may be 
forever compromised. 
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East Hartsdale Farmers 
Market Live Outdoor 

Music Series
Live Music and Entertainment at the East Hartsdale 

Train Station Stage

Saturdays in July, August, September and October

Performances (as of July 8, 2008)…

July 12th – Jonathan Flaks:  One Dog, Man (Solo Performer)

“A little bite of Classic Rock” – 10:00am to 2:00pm

July 19th – Lois Colin and the Westchester Harp Ensemble –

10:00am to 11:00am

July 26th – Charles Montgomery – 12 noon to 2:00pm

August 2nd – Julie Corbalis:  Rock & Pop 1950’s to present –

10:00am to 11:30am

Also; - Al Frankel, The Blues Dogs – 12:30pm to 2:00pm

August 9th – Solar Punch – Solar Powered Environmentally

Inspired Music with a Rock Flair

September 6 th – Lois Colin (Time to be announced)

September 13th – Jonathan Flaks (Time to be announced)

October 11th – Ceasar Cantori – Emerging Jazz Artist (Time to be 

announced)

We are looking for more jazz artists !   

Please contact Judith Bevil le,  Town Clerk at 993-1500

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
summer basketball season at 
Lincoln Park tipped off on Tuesday, 
July 1, with a special rededication 
ceremony of the newly-refurbished 
facility. 
This upgrade includes four new 
MVP Goalsetter System acrylic 
backboards and steel poles with 
padding, a new acrylic color coating 
system and white lines on the court 
playing surface. This outstanding 
state of the art basketball court 
facility was funded by the HSBC 
Bank Challenge Tour- Community 
Enhancement Program and the 
City of New Rochelle capital 
improvement program. 
   “The City of New Rochelle Parks 
& Recreation Department, on behalf 
of the many City residents and their 
guests who use this facility, are 
grateful to our community partner 
HSBC for their financial support 
and vision in developing this state-
of-the-art basketball venue,” said 
Parks and Recreation Commissioner 
Bill Zimmermann. 
   “As ‘the world’s local bank’, HSBC 
feels strongly about supporting 
the communities where we live 
and work which is why we are so 
proud to support the refurbishment 
of Lincoln Park through the HSBC 
Challenge Tour,” said Wanda Harris, 

Newly-Refurbished Lincoln Park 
Basketball Court Facility Opens

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson (left) and, and Parks and 
Recreation Commissioner William Zimmermann (right) hold the donation 
check from HSBC Bank, joined by HSBC staff and New Rochelle Branch 
Manager Wanda Harris (center), and Monroe College Athletic Director 

Bert Shillingford (right rear).

Branch Manager for HSBC’s North 
Avenue, New Rochelle. 
   The HSBC Challenge tour focuses 
on celebrating and supporting high 
school sports in communities 
and aims to increase awareness 
around the fundamental values 

students learn through participating  
in sports. 
   The dedication took place prior to 
the start of the summer basketball 
program, which for the past two 
decades has been sponsored through 
the generosity of Monroe College. 

SCARSDALE, NY -- Local 
resident Katrine Steffensen 
has qualified for the Nike 
Junior Tour USA National 
Masters.                
She will compete in the 
playoffs, which will take 
place September 12-14, 2008 
at Stanford University, Palo 
Alto, California.  Steffensen 
will play at the Girls’ 12 and 
under level. 
    The top players from 
sixteen USTA Sections will be 
competing for the opportunity 
to qualify for the NJT 
International Masters, taking 
place this year at Club Med in 
Sandpiper, FL October 12-19, 
2008! 
   Countries scheduled to 
participate in the International 

Katrine Steffensen Qualifies for the 
Nike Junior Tour 

USA National Masters
Masters include: - France, 
Italy, Spain, Holland, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Austria, Sweden, 
Germany, Poland, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Great Britain, 
Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Russia, Australia, 
Israel, Argentina, USA, 
Mexico, Chile and South 
Africa.

Dan Preniszni, Director of Marketing and Publications at Manhattanville College, displays one of seven Big 
W Awards the college received from the Advertising Club of Westchester.  The awards honor the most creative, 

innovative and memorable marketing and advertising campaigns in the region. In addition, Manhattanville 
won four awards from Admissions Marketing Report, sponsor of the largest educational and advertising awards 

competition in the country.  The contest was entered by more than 1,000 colleges, universities and secondary 
schools from all 50 states and several foreign countries.  

Eleven Wins for Manhattanville College
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In Memoriam • People
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AUGUST6– Alfredo & Audrey13– Harlem RenaissanceOrchestra
20– Roxy Perry 

27– Orville Davis

JULY

9– Common Ground

16– Johnny Amoroso Band

23– Wall Street

30– A Night at the Opera

Sponsored by  

N R Council of the Arts 

City of New Rochelle 

Parks and Recreation 
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    2008 

SUMMER

SOUNDS

CONCERTS

Bring a
Lawn chair

In case of rain 
concert is  

CANCELLED 

Call for  

Info 

654-2087 

In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Rose A. Bell (nee Yaskovic), a 
lifelong Yonkers resident, died 
on Friday, July 4, 2008, at her 
residence. She was 83 years old. 
She was born on February 7, 
1925, to Anthony and Anna Cihi 
Yaskovic, in Yonkers, where she 
was raised and educated graduating 
from the Girl’s Vocational High 
School. Mrs. Bell was a parishioner 
of St. Bartholomew’s Church and a 
member and past president of their 
Rosary Altar Society. Her hobbies 
included painting, making quilts 
and knitting. On June 21, 1947, 
she married her loving husband, 
Edward F. Bell, in Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church in Yonkers. Mr. Bell 
died on June 18, 2000. Mrs. Bell 
is survived by a son, Hugh E. Bell 
and his wife Laura of Chappaqua, 
a daughter Sharon Bell Adamo and 
her husband Frank of Pound Ridge, 
and a brother Thomas Yaskovic of 
Yonkers. Visitation was conducted 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Monday, July 7, 2008.. Mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated 
in St. Bartholomew’s Church on 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008. Interment 
followed at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.
 
Abraham Cohen of Lake Worth, 
FL, and Yonkers, NY, died 
peacefully in his sleep on July 10, 
2008, at age 95. Abe was born to 
Isaac and Ida Cohen. He graduated 
from Yonkers High and NYU with 
a B.A. and M.A. in Journalism. 
He married Ruth Rose who 
predeceased him in 1989. He was 
a devoted father to Majorie Cohen 
Kogelman of Yonkers and Julie 
Cohen of Manhattan and an adoring 
grandfather to Dr. Laura Kogelman 
and a huge fan of her husband, Dr. 
Jonathan Weinstock of Boston, 
MA. Abe taught English and Social 
Studies in Yonkers and ultimately 
served as Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools. Abe became known 
as “Mr. Yonkers” for his many 
contributions to educational, civic 
and recreational associations. A 
small park at Ludlow Station has 

been named Abe Cohen Plaza. 
A Memorial Service was held 
Sunday, July 13, 2008, at Weinstein 
Memorial Chapel in Yonkers. 
Friends and family were invited to 
speak. Burial follow at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery. Donations may be made 
to the Arthritis Foundation.

Peter G. Drost of Yonkers Died 
on Wednesday July 2, 2008, at the 
age of 88. Born on Oct. 6, 1919, 
to George and Catherine Drost in 
Yonkers where he was raised and 
attended local schools. Mr. Drost 
worked as a sheet metal worker for 
many years; prior to his retirement, 
he was a WWII Navy veteran. He 
was predeceased by his wife Rose 
(Powchik) Drost in 2003. Peter is 
survived by four children; William 
Powchik, Lillian Agne, Florence 
Lewer and Dorothy Powchik; 
six Grandchildren and five Great 
Grandchildren and three Brothers 
Edward, George and William 
Powchik. He was also predeceased 
by three brothers Michael, John 
and Stephen and his sister Judy 
and a granddaughter Jacqueline 
Powchik. Visiting hours were held 
at the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Friday, July 4, 2008. Funeral 
Services were held at the funeral 
home on Saturday, July 5, 2008. 
Interment St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.

Camille J. Leonardo, 78, a life-
long Yonkers resident passed away 
on Saturday July 5, 2008. She 
was born on November 23, 1929, 
in Yonkers to Joseph and Susan 
(Cerasouli) Leonardo. Camille was 
raised and graduated from Sacred 
Heart High School in Yonkers. She 
worked as a Jobber at IBM for over 
25 years, retiring in 1986. Camille 
loved to travel. She is survived by 
her loving sister Loretta Siskind 
of Tempe, Arizona, and her many 
adored nieces and nephews. A 
Graveside Service for Camille was 
held on Wednesday, July 9, 2008, 
at Mt. Hope Cemetery, Hastings-
on-Hudson, NY. In lieu of flowers, 

donations can be made in Camille’s 
memory to a charity of one’s choice. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.

Robert J. Lione, 78, of Stuart, 
Florida, formerly of Yonkers, died 
on June 26, 2008. Mr. Lione was 
born November 26, 1929, to the 
late Anthony A. and Mary Adam 
Lione of Queens, New York. He 
grew up in Riverdale, and lived for 
many years in Ardsley and Yonkers, 
New York. Mr. Lione graduated 
from Rice High School in New 
York City, and was employed by 
Burlington Industries in Manhattan 
for more than 30 years. Following 
his retirement, he worked for ten 
years for Marion Fabrics. He was 
a textile technician. He served in 
the Army in the early 1950’s. Mr. 
Lione married Rosemary Dreyer 
in Yonkers in 1969. Mrs. Lione 
survives along with two children, 
Marianne Dreyer Lione and her 
husband Keith Okie of Yonkers, and 
Albert A. Lione of Middle Island, 
New York. He is also survived 
by nieces, nephews and cousins. 
Mr. Lione was predeceased by his 
parents and his brother Raymond 
Lione. One of the last survivors 
of the Morro Castle Disaster, Mr. 
Lione enjoyed his family, and 
friends, bowling, beach vacations, 
cruising, and travel. He was a long 
time member of Sacred Heart Parish 
in Dobbs Ferry where he served as 
a Eucharistic Minister, and former 
member of the Amackassin Club. 
Visiting hours were held at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
Tuesday, July 1, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial was conducted 
at Scared Heart Church in Dobbs 
Ferry on Wednesday, July 2, 2008, 
followed by entombment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne, 
NY. Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.
 
Arlene McDonald (nee Torpey) of 
Yonkers died on Saturday June 28, 
2008, at age 61. She was born on 
September 9, 1946, to Albert and 

Regina “Jean” (Grace) Torpey in 
Yonkers where she was raised and 
graduated from Sacred Heart High 
School. Mrs. McDonald worked for 
St. Claire’s Friary in Yonkers and 
previously worked at Andrus Home 
in Hastings. On April 29, 1967, 
she married John McDonald Jr. in 
Sacred Heart Church, he survives. 
Arlene was a parishioner of Sacred 
Heart Church and a member of the 
Amackassin Club and enjoyed the 
role of Nana to Jake and Dylan. 
Besides her husband John and 
her mother Jean Torpey, she is 
survived by her daughter Kelli 
(Jamie) Hargraves and her son John 
McDonald III, both of Yonkers and 
her two grandsons Jake and Dylan. 
She is also survived by her two 
sisters Barbara Imp of Woodbury, 
CT, and Mary Beth (Tony) Giannelli 
of Yonkers and her two nieces 
Reghan and Emily. Visiting hours 
were held at the Whalen & Ball F. 
H. on both Sunday and Monday, 
June 30 and July1, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial in Sacred Heart 
Church on Tuesday, July 1, 2008. 
Interment St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.
 
Barbara Boyer O’Shea, 52, a 
lifelong Yonkers resident passed 
away on Tuesday, July 1, 2008, at 
Calvary Hospital. She was born 
on May 22, 1955, in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming to Arthur H. and Doris M. 
(Murphy) Boyer. Barbara attended 
Yonkers schools, Emerson Middle 
School and graduated from Gorton 
High School. She married her 
loving husband Joseph O’Shea on 
October 21, 1995, in St. Anthony’s 
Church in Yonkers; he survives 
living in Yonkers. Barbara was a 
hairdresser for 35 years working in 
salons in Connecticut, Scarsdale, 
and Yonkers. She is predeceased 
by her brother William Boyer and 
besides her husband is survived by 
her beloved mother Doris Higgins 
of Yonkers, her adored stepchildren 
Brian O’Shea of Yonkers, Kelliann 
Schilling of The Bronx and Jennifer 
Panaro of Yonkers, her cherished 

6 grandchildren Brian, Justin, 
Anthony, Joey, Steven, and Niko. 
She is also survived by her stepsister 
Jeanne Higgins of Yonkers. A 
Memorial Service was held. 
Donations can be made in Barbara’s 
memory to Calvary Hospital, 1740 
Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 
10461. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488. 

Margaret R. Sheehan, 77, of 
Yonkers passed away on July 
1, 2008, after a long battle with 
cancer, at Calvary Hospital. She 
was born on November 27, 1930, in 
Chareville, County Cork, Ireland, 
to John Stephen and Mary Browne. 
Margaret has been a Yonkers 
resident for 30 years prior to 
that,  The Bronx. She worked as a 
Resident Supervisor for numerous 
state facilities including the Park 
House in Yonkers, Tuckahoe House 
and most recently the Moran House 
in New Rochelle, she retired in 
1998. She was a member of the 
AOH and the Sacred Heart Seniors 
Group. Margaret is predeceased 
by her sisters Helen O’Keefe and 
Noreen Browne. She is survived 
by her Loving Daughters Mary 
(Eugene) O’Sullivan of Yonkers, 
Rita (Robert) Brooks- of Stafford, 
VA, her cherished grandchildren 
Michael, Matthew, Ashley and 
Aidan O’Sullivan all of Yonkers, 
Christopher, Edward and Chelsea 
Brooks all of Stafford, VA and her 
beloved sisters Carmel Browne of 
New York, NY, Breda Dunlea of 
Dublin, Ireland, and her ex husband 
John Sheehan. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated for Margaret 
on Monday, July 7, 2008, at Sacred 
Heart Church in Yonkers followed 
by Cremation at Ferncliff Crematory 
in Hartsdale. The Family received 
friends on Sunday, July 6, 2008, at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers Donations can 
be made in Margaret’s memory to 
Calvary Hospital, 1740 Eastchester 
Road, Bronx, NY 10461. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.

Margaret M. Tozzi (nee LaRocca), 
a longtime Yonkers resident, died 
on Friday June 27, 2008, at St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital. She 
was 95 years old. She was born 
on July 4, 1912 to Vincenzo and 
Giovanna Cagiano LaRocca in 
Brooklyn, NY, where she was 
raised and educated graduating 
from St. Joseph Commercial High 
School on January 23, 1931. On 
May 31, 1948, she married her 
loving husband of sixty years 
Anthony Tozzi. Mr. Tozzi survives 
and lives in Yonkers. In addition 
to her husband, she is survived by 
one son Eugene Tozzi and his wife 
Suellen of New Rochelle and her 
two grandchildren Mark and John 
Tozzi. She was the youngest of 
ten siblings who all pre-deceased 
her. She was also pre-deceased by 
a daughter Joanne Tozzi. Visitation 
was held at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Sunday and Monday, June 
29 and 30, 2008. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated in Christ 
the King Church on Tuesday, July 
1, 2008. Interment followed at St. 
Raymond’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.

Dorothy Ulma (nee Thoma) of 
Yonkers died on Sunday, June 29, 
2008, at the age of 84. Born on 
August 6, 1923, to Louis & Margaret 
(Vasold) Thoma in Mt. Vernon, NY,  
where she was raised and attend 
local schools. In 1940 she married 
William Ulma in Yonkers; he died 
in 1970. Mrs. Ulma is survived by 
her five children; Linda Ostach, 
Jean Lowe, Roderick, Kenneth and 
Bruce Ulma. She is also survived 
by 8 Grandchildren and 3 Great 
Grandchildren. Funeral Services 
were held Tuesday, July 1, 2008, at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. 
Interment Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488. 

HARRISON, NY --  UJA-
Federation of New York’s J-Teen 
Community Service Leadership 
Program, a teen-led social-action 
initiative, recognized eight outgoing 
leaders, all high school seniors, 
as well as paid tribute to Rabbi 
Barry Weinstein of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, at its first annual Tikkun 
Olam Breakfast on Sunday, June 
8, 2008, at the Jewish Community 
Center of Harrison in Harrison, 
New York.
       Addressing the breakfast, Eric 
Goldschmidt, UJA-Federation’s 
Westchester regional chair, said 

Westchester Teens Making a Difference Locally and Beyond
Honor High School Seniors and Rabbi Barry Weinstein of Baton Rouge

J-Teen was “a dream come true,” 
with Jewish teenagers performing 
the Jewish values of mitzvot, good 
deeds, and tikkun olam, repairing 
the world. He described the group 
as a “win-win-win situation for 
everyone” — for the recipients of 
the teens’ kindness and compassion, 
their families and friends, “the teens 
themselves, and for the Jewish 
people.”
        Awards were presented to:
• J-Teen Founders and Chairs 
Amanda Bilski of Chappaqua, NY, 
and Aaron Marcus of Briarcliff 
Manor, NY 

Josh Brickell of Briarcliff Manor, 
NY
• J-Teen Northern Westchester 
Leadership Circle Chair Andrew 
Stiffman of Briarcliff Manor, NY
• Andrew Lehrman of Briarcliff 
Manor, NY
• Elizabeth Schrott of Mt. Kisco, 
NY
• Hillary Pearson of Chappaqua, 
NY
• Jordana Kozupsky of Chappaqua, 
NY
Photo right: Rabbi Barry Weinstein 

(front row, center), (front row, 
from left) Elizabeth Schrott, Mt. 

Kisco; Amanda Bilski, Chappaqua; 
Aaron Marcus, Briarcliff Manor; 
Emma Schnur, Katonah; (middle 
row) Morgan Hecht, Scarsdale; 

Michelle Wexler, Scarsdale; Alison 
Och, Scarsdale; Maggie Weinreb, 

Chappaqua; Scott Jacobson, 
Scarsdale; Caroline Brickell, 

Briarcliff Manor; and (top row) 
Jordan Zelin, Larchmont; Zach 

Goldstein, Mamaroneck; Andrew 
Stiffman, Briarcliff Manor; Andrew 
Lehrman, Briarcliff Manor; Josh 
Brickell, Briarcliff Manor; and 

Seth Girsky, Mamaroneck
   

mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
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