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Yonkers has forfeited its trump 
card. For more than a dozen years 
we spoke of grand visions to be 
realized by economic development 
projects that would catapult our city 
to the envy of those who made us 
the butt of their jokes. Voters are 
now uncertain whether those visions 
will ever come to pass. The mantle 
of economic competence, the one 
aspect patiently permitted City 
Hall, to meander in finding its way 
toward that very achievement, and 
its most potent electoral rationale 
for being returned to office, is now 
in question.
   Will the voter be able to move 
beyond excessive taxes, the impact 
of rising fuel costs, rising food 
costs, and the expectation for 
personal finances to worsen? These 
issues among other concerns have 
only stoked public resentment of 
government due to indecision and 
lack of leadership. Regaining voter 
trust, more likely soliciting for it, 
will be tough, especially because 
people have yet to feel the full 
impact of the credit squeeze. The 

Hostage to a Loss 
of Confidence 

By Hezi Aris

risk for Mayor Amicone is that 
everything he does will be seen 
through a prism of stealthy taxation, 
profligate spending, and a faltering 
credit market that will decimate 
economic development plans. The 
situation within Yonkers is hardly 
one to envy.
   Yonkers future may be likened 
to being stranded on a rudderless 
vessel, hostage to the vagaries 
of powerful winds that change 
direction without warning, forceful 
water currents that bring us closer 
to damaging shoals, and a helm 
that cowers under the weight of 
its arrogance in not admitting its 
inability to address developers 
in negotiation for contractual 
agreements to the benefit of our 
residents on equal, and competent 
footing.
   There is a definite and palpable 
loss of confidence.
   Projects are being sold on the 
beauty of their renderings. Issues of 
concern are focused upon the height 
of buildings. Concern about the 

   Any Westchester citizen must be 
aghast at the skulduggery revealed 
in recent headlines concerning our 
County government!  Ryan, Kriss, 
Rogowsky, et. al. should be hounded 
from their White Plains 
lairs and dispatched 
to the furthest reaches 
of the County, or the 
State, even. Cattaraugus 
County would not be 
too far. 
   But to be consistent 
and fair, citizen’s groups 
opposed to waste, 
corruption and arrogance 
(one of which I am doing 
research for with other attorneys 
and legal eagles), can no longer 
ignore the machinations of local, 
town and city councils, boards and 
authorities, in their overspending 
and mismanaging closer to home.  
   I am speaking in particular of the 
latest financial escapades of the 
New Rochelle Board of Education.  

County Tax Revolt Must 
Address School Spending

By Steve Mayo

   This panel has regularly 
recommended and approved 
annual budgets and taxing plans 
with increases of 5 to ten percent. 
The last votes in May saw the 

budget pass by a wide 
margin, and an over 
20-year incumbent 
win re-election 
without an opponent.  
   As has become the 
dull and mind-numbing 
custom, our public 
education professionals 
defend their double- 
and triple- the-inflation-

rate spending plans on 
“unfunded mandates” from Albany 
and Washington, as well as “fuel 
costs” (as if members of the general 
public and private businesses do 
not face crushing government 
regulations and monopolistic 
private utility practices themselves).  
Further, the bureaucrats always 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
defeat of the Mount Vernon school 
budget last Tuesday has forced the 
school district into an austerity 
spending plan. As a result the 
interscholastic sports program 
is in extreme jeopardy of being 
eliminated next year.  On Thursday, 

Mayor Young, Ben Gordon, 
Dignitaries Announce ‘Save 

Our Sports’ Initiative

see MayorYoung Pg. 5

June 25th, Mayor Clinton I. Young, 
Jr. called upon Ben Gordon, Mount 
Vernon High School graduate and 
current Chicago Bull, as well as 
many other Mount Vernon High 
School alumni to come together on 
the Mayor’s Committee to S.O.S., 

      Assemblyman George Latimer 
(D-Westchester, 91st A.D.) 
announced the Assembly passed 
legislation today aimed 
at reforming the state’s 
Brownfield Cleanup 
Program (A.11768). 
    “These brownfield 
reforms do two very 
important things. 
They will clean up 
potentially useful 
contaminated sites 
and they will also 
generate millions 
of dollars in critical 
new tax revenue 
for New York State by 
encouraging redevelopment,” 
Assemblyman Latimer said. 
   The Brownfield Cleanup Program 
(BCP), which is administered by 
the New York State Department of 

Assemblyman George Latimer: 
Cleaning up Brownfield Sites 

Spurs Economic Growth
Legislature and governor agree on measures 

to reform state’s Brownfield Cleanup Program
Environmental Conservation, was 
established in 2003. The goal of the 
BCP is to enhance private-sector 

cleanup of brownfields 
– or real property 
that is potentially 
contaminated by 
hazardous waste 
or petroleum 
– and to reduce 
pressure to develop 
u n c o n t a m i n a t e d 
“green” sites. 
    The agreed-to 
legislation will: 
• Provide more 
than double the 

current tax incentives for actual 
site cleanup – up to 50 percent 
of the costs of remediation; 
• Limit the redevelopment credits 
on non-manufacturing sites to $35 

   Yonkers is a city on the move.  
From a massive $5 billion urban 
renaissance project, to public 
schools we can once again be proud 
of, to a successful public safety 
effort, signs of 
progress are 
evident all across 
Yonkers 
   Four years 
ago, determined 
to bring about a 
resurgence, and 
to end the years 
of unfulfilled 
promises, Mayor 
Philip Amicone 
introduced a 
new, business-
like approach 
to governing, 
particularly when 
it came to the 
economy.  Recognizing that large-
scale developers and companies 
have many options in choosing 
their locations, Yonkers took on a 
proactive, competitive, stance. 
   The city declared its eagerness to 
work in partnership with the private 
sector toward growth projects 
that would benefit taxpayers and 
residents as well as those businesses 
willing to step forward. The new 
administration also adopted a 
policy of forging intergovernmental 
relationships that would provide 

Yonkers:  
A City on the Move

By Ellen Lynch
President and CEO of Yonkers Industrial Development Agency

substantial amounts of public seed 
money for new development. 
   Most critically, Mayor Amicone set 
in motion a master planning process 
to renew the city through massive 

redevelopment. 
The plan was 
sweeping but 
simple: redevelop 
the city’s key 
areas and restore 
to past glory its 
greatest assets: 
large swaths of 
downtown and the 
waterfront. 
   Four years later 
a new downtown 
is taking form; 
w a t e r f r o n t 
development and 
rebirth is at last a 
reality, and a 21st 

century tech industry hub is rising. 
   Among the major projects carried 
out since 2004: 
* The $17 million relocation, with 
700 jobs for Yonkers, of leading 
plastic display manufacturer Diam 
International. 
* The start of a revitalization of the 
entire Nepperhan Valley district, the 
historic but seriously underutilized 
110-acre industrial site situated 
strategically between downtown, 
the waterfront, and Ridge Hill. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Chamber of Commerce on June 
26 was not the first group The 
New Rochelle Arts Collaborative 
had addressed, but the audience 
reacted favorably to Chairman 
Chris Arena’s talk.  Arena felt the 
increasing availability and access to 
art in the community could improve 
the quality of life for New Rochelle 
residents.  It could contribute toward 
New Rochelle’s revitalization and 
create a vision where the “business 
and art communities can both 
flourish.”
  Arena had noted that in 2005  
$120 million was returned to the 
Westchester County economy by 

New Rochelle 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
Welcomes 
the Arts  

Collaborative 
By Peggy Godfrey

   In this third chapter of this 
ongoing discussion and analysis of 
United States energy policy and its 
ramifications both realized directly 
and indirectly 
from the U.S. 
Energy Policy Act 
of 2005, (EPAct 
2005) it would be 
irresponsible not to 
include U.S. nuclear 
energy policy in 
such analysis. 
   As such, the 
EPAct 2005 and 
its previously 
referenced and 
unprecedented mandates, in prior 
chapters of this report, play a 
role with the reformulation of 
the regulation of U.S. nuclear 
energy and its projected and 
rather overwhelming imminent 
comeback. 
   The nuclear energy industry 
has become a global proposition 
given the changing geographic 

Fallout from the U.S. 
Energy Policy Act of 2005

The Nuclear Option
Part 3 of a Series 

By Diane M. Grassi   

demands of energy needs in newly 
industrialized nations such as 
India and China. And it would be 
foolish for the U.S. to assume that it 

operates in a vacuum 
and that its future 
energy needs and 
demands will not be 
impacted by such 
changes in a global 
economy; one in 
which the U.S. 
is now primarily 
at the receiving 
end of offshore 
m a n u f a c t u r e d 

goods, including 
more and more of America’s food 
supply. 
   But the global economy has but 
given the U.S. government and 
in particular in this case, the U.S. 
Department of Energy, (DOE) an 
excuse to take the proverbial lid off 
of sound national security policy 

NYC Waterfall Art Exhibit Under 
the Brooklyn Bridge

Photo courtesy of Stephen Sisler
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

New York Civic

Letters to the Editor

financial rationale for a development 
project vis-à-vis the residents is 
dismissed as not sexy enough or 
beyond the comprehension of the 
voters. Ecological issues have taken 
center stage because they have 
become fashionable, de rigueur, 
or a politically correct stalling 
tactic beyond which resolution and 
direction is not plotted.

Hostage to a Loss of Confidence
How much longer must Yonkers 
wait before we can collectively 
climb from under the weight of 
the SFC Yonkers Development 
Project? Until the SFC Yonkers is 
authorized to move ahead, Yonkers 
will cause other projects to atrophy 
in waiting their turn at bat, but only 
after waiting for SFC Yonkers to 
get that initial “go ahead!”

Proof of Residency of 
Parents Whose Children 
Attend the Mount 
Vernon City School 
District Demanded 
Again

Dear Sir:
 
I don’t know if you are aware of this, 
but the Mount Vernon City School 
District is requiring that the parents 
of all children currently enrolled 
as students prove their residence 
yet again.  We have now proved 
our residency at least four times--
twice for our youngest son (Pre-K 
and Kindergarten) and twice for our 
older son (attending a school for 
disabled children out-of-district).  
   Now we are told that, because 
the budget has not passed, we 
must prove our residence again.  
This borders on harassment.  They 
say that it is because they are 
now operating under an austerity 
budget.  Does this render our 
previous proofs of residency--
which are on file-- null and void?? 
   It is likely that they are very well 
piqued because homeowners are 

loath to provide additional funds 
for a failing school district.  Last 
year Mount Vernon and Yonkers 
public high schools were tied for 
the worst SAT scores in the County 
(see Westchester Magazine).  As 
regards sports, while these are 
certainly important in fostering a 
sense of teamwork and teaching 
good sportsmanship, they should 
certainly never take precedence over 
academics (especially in light of the 
aforementioned low SAT scores). 
   I would suggest that, if Mount 
Vernon wishes to rein in their 
budget they start at the top and 
slash the salaries of administrators 
and shrink the ‘golden parachutes’ 
of departing superintendents. 
   If there is so much anxiety over the 
budget I should like to know what 
it will cost, in terms of salary and 
overtime, to verify the residency 
of every single student in the 
Mount Vernon City School District. 
   Thank you.

Yours sincerely, 
MaryAnn McCarra-Fitzpatrick 
Mount Vernon, NY 

Change for Darfur

To the Editor:

   On June 20, we put on a benefit 
concert at the Ossining Public 
Library on behalf of a project called 
“Change for Darfur,” which we 
became part of to try to help the 
people of Darfur. 
   It began as our community service 
project for our bar mitzvahs. For 
months, we have been putting out 
cans in local businesses and shops 
in Ossining to raise funds and 
awareness, and people were invited 
to come to our bar mitzvahs with 
cans and jars and bottles of coins. 
We made presentations about the 
suffering of Darfur, trying to send 
the message that we should not 
and could not remain silent while 
people suffered terribly and another 
Holocaust takes place.
Over the months, with people being 
incredibly generous, we had raised 
more than $1,000 but we decided to 
put together a concert because we 
thought it would be an even better 
way to raise money and awareness, 
and to get more people involved. 
   The outcome was more than 
we could have hoped for, and we 

wanted to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank some people: first of 
all the community of Ossining from 
its business owners to its students 
who helped; Sharon Kirschner in 
Tarrytown who inspired us and 
helped us to bring “Change for 
Darfur” to Ossining; Mr. Bradley 
Morrison and Mr. Dave August, 
music directors at AMD who we 
couldn’t have done this without; 
and all the musicians and artists of 
the AMD Jazz Band, Jazz Choir and 
rock band Mercury who gave their 
time and talents on a Friday night 
and helped us raise more than $800! 
And the crowd had a great time!
   All of the money we’ve raised 
will be donated directly to Doctors 
Without Borders, an organization 
that works in Darfur bringing 
desperately needed medical supplies 
and personnel. 
   Thank you again to all who have 
helped with their time, their money 
or their energy! 

Sincerely,
Tal Mintz and Marco Spodek
Anne M. Dorner 7th graders
Ossining, NY

   Whether in agreement with 
SFC Yonkers or not, the thrice-
configured project, spanning over 6 
years planning, but only 28 months 
in its present guise. has found a weak 
advocate in Mayor Amicone in his 
selling the project to the rightfully 
distrustful voters. City Council 
members have likewise had a meek 
approach of committing themselves 

to one direction or another. That is 
not to say that City Hall and the City 
Council are not deeply immersed in 
finding the rationale for moving the 
project ahead. What it does say is 
that the executive and legislative 
branches of government have 
dismissed the public entirely in the 
equation for so long that when the 
city will be asked to move ahead, 

the public will have distanced itself 
from these concerns, mired in the 
escalating burden of even greater 
taxes, rising fuel and food costs, 
and other ills commensurate with a 
listless economy.

   Normally one views a state 
legislative session in terms of 
what constructive legislation is 
passed.  In better years, when the 
Three Men in a Room could agree, 
there were some accomplishments 
to report in substantive areas: the 
environment, education, ethics, 
and the elimination of injustices 
of various types (equity).  In worse 
years, when the Three Men detested 
each other, very little got through 
the triple filter, and conditions 
stayed pretty much as they were. The 
historic record was bad enough to 
give New York State the reputation 
of having the most dysfunctional 
legislature in the country, according 
to the Brennan Center for Justice at 
New York University.
   This year, the legislature has 
been substantially worse than in 
the past.. In 2008, with two of 
the Three Men being rookies, the 
triumvirate is seriously out of 
balance. There are fewer restraints 
to the passage of special interest 
legislation supported by substantial 
contributors to the campaigns of 
incumbent elected officials. The 
reform initiatives appear to have 
disappeared with Governor Spitzer. 
They were offered to the legislature 
by Governor Paterson when the 
session was about to adjourn.
   Special interest legislation 
generally enhances the privileges 
of a small, or a large, group at the 

Mercifully, They Adjourned
Legislature Deteriorates Under Donors’ Pressure; 

Deviancy Defined Down

By Henry J. Stern

expense of the general public, due 
process or the site treasury. Such 
laws are the result of pressure, 
generally accompanied by money, 
which comes from the army of 
lobbyists who line 
the corridors of the 
Capitol. (That is 
figurative.)
   The situation is 
worsened by the 
fact that two of the 
Three Men have 
political problems 
and are more 
vulnerable this year 
than in the past. The 
new Republican 
leader, Dean Skelos 
of Nassau County, 
is comparable to 
Senator Bruno, 
without Bruno’s wit and charm. He 
is desperately trying to hold on to 
his tiny 32-30 majority in the state 
senate in the face of what may, or 
may not, be a Democratic landslide. 
Certainly at this point Senator 
Obama is far ahead of Senator 
McCain in New York State, and 
the issue is whether he can carry 
in enough Democrats running for 
open seats or opposing incumbent 
Republicans. The Democrats need 
two more seats to take power. They 
want that very much.
   The last time the Republicans lost 
their majority of the state senate was 

in 1964, when Lyndon Johnson’s 
landslide victory over Barry 
Goldwater had a coat-tail effect 
in the state.  Democratic control 
lasted just one year, in 1965, in an 

election mandated 
by redistricting, the 
Republicans won 
back the senate and 
have held it ever 
since (43 years).
Senator Skelos 
is desperate for 
labor’s support, or 
indeed for anyone’s 
support, in his 
effort to stem the 
tide of history and 
demographics.  So 
he will pass bills 
which normally 
would die in the 

chamber which is supposed to 
be more fiscally responsible, and 
respectful of the powers of the 
state.
   Speaker Sheldon Silver also has 
a problem - a primary for his own 
Assembly seat on the lower east 
side. His neighborhood is changing 
- the elderly Jews are dying off 
or moving to Florida, and his 
base in middle-income housing 
developments is being somewhat 
yuppified. When the Mitchell-Lama 
co-ops voted to go private, and cash 
in on the apartments they bought for 

five thousand and are now selling 
for a half million, who do you think 
was around to pay that much to live 
on the Lower East Side? As they 
have said for generations, there 
goes the neighborhood.
   Silver is expected to defeat his 
primary rivals, especially if he 
has more than one. It takes work, 
however, in the heat of the summer, 
and money, which for him is 
ample.
Good politicians never neglect their 
base, whether it is their caucus or 
their district.
Governor Paterson, not up for 
election until 2010, is relatively 
free of immediate pressure from 
lobbyists. He can, if he wishes, 
stand up for the status quo. That 
used to be a bad thing, but when 
bills enacted by both houses would 
leave the state significantly worse 
off than it is today, the status quo 
becomes a preferred alternative to 
the vitiation of government.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
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Weir Only Human

This local 
“franchise” of the 
dollar-devouring, 
budget-busting... 

...has evaded scrutiny 
for far too long.

Weir Only Human: A Tribute to Our Firefighters
     

By Bob Weir
   The deafening blare of the sirens 
creates a wide path through the late-
night traffic as the five-ton crimson 
machine races toward the glow in 
the distance. You and your partners 
hold tightly to the vertical steel bars 
that surround the body of the truck 
as it whips around corners, belching 
exhaust fumes and leaving a trail of 
smoke it its wake. A sleeping city is 
unceremoniously jarred awake by 
the raucous din of the glittering red 
behemoth. When you arrive on the 
scene, the dark shadows surrounding 
the home only add to the ominous 
nature of your assignment. Some 
of your colleagues are racing to get 
equipment ready, while others are 
quickly mounting a strategy. 
   You see flickering lights coming 
from inside the front door, so you 
remove a glove and place your 
hand on the wood to estimate the 
risk of entry. A group of people 
have gathered on the sidewalk, 
about twenty yards from the 

house. “My daughter’s in there!” 
screams a woman being held back 
by several neighbors. The decision 
is made, and access is completed 
swiftly. Suddenly, you’re hit by 
a dizzying wall of incandescent 
heat, most of which is absorbed by 
your protective gear. The powerful, 
white-hot aura has melted the paint 
off the walls and turned the rug into 
a sea of fire. Tufted couches and 
chairs send thick smoke toward 
the ceiling, while flames begin 
sprouting like a zigzag halo around 
the wooden furniture.  
   You move from room to room, 
rapidly but carefully, as you search 
for signs of life in the two-story 
structure that has become food for 
the ravenous blaze. There’s a narrow 
staircase about ten feet away and 
you notice a rag doll lying on the 
third step. Smoke is billowing from 
under the carpet that leads upstairs 
to the bedrooms on the second 
floor. Your large, heavy boots put 

an extra strain 
on the already 
w e a k e n e d 
sections of 
wood, so 
you test each 
one before 
c o m m i t t i n g 
your weight. 
Fiery tentacles 
wrap around the banister like a 
dozen angry snakes, jabbing their 
murderous fangs at an interloper. 
Sparks begin to rain from the 
bubbled plaster on the ceiling. When 
you reach the upper landing, you 
hear a sobbing sound coming from 
behind an open door to your right. A 
rush of adrenaline fuses with your 
blood, doubling your physical and 
emotional strength. The insatiable 
red monster gobbles the frame of 
the door and challenges its human 
opponent to risk an incendiary fate.  
   You can hear the pounding of your 
own heart as you inhale a lung full 

of oxygen and 
burst through the 
red and yellow 
wall of fire; your 
sweat-drenched 
eyes searching 
for the helpless 
child. There, in 
a corner of the 
smoky enclosure, 

crying and coughing intermittently, 
a tiny, shivering form huddles 
under a blanket. Preceded by a few 
soothing words, you reach down 
and wrap an arm around the child’s 
waist as the roar of the flames 
intensify. Water from the hose 
battalion outside begins dripping 
from the saturated roof, just as 
you make your retreat through the 
charred remains of the doorway and 
face the inferno that was a staircase. 
The terrified child wraps her arms 
around your neck and shields her 
eyes against your chest, unwilling 
to view the holocaust in your path. 

You make a silent vow that neither 
you nor the child will die this night. 
Every prayer you ever knew begins 
to race through your brain as you 
tighten your grip on the little girl 
and make a desperate leap from the 
top of the stairs.  
   When your feet hit bottom, you 
feel your knees buckle, and you 
collapse to the floor on your left 
side, providing a cushion for your 
precious cargo. White hot cinders 
and burning chunks of ceiling are 
pouring over you as you struggle 
to your feet, disregarding the pain 
in your swelling ankles. With both 
arms shielding the little passenger, 
you limp toward the exit with a 
maniacal zeal to survive. Bursting 
through another ring of flames, you 
immediately feel the security of the 
cool night air. Cheers fill the dark 
streets as you become surrounded 
by colleagues and elated residents 
of the neighborhood. 
   Then you see the grief stricken 

mother rush to her child and 
frantically search for signs of injury 
on the trembling figure. Seconds 
later, convinced that a miracle has 
occurred, her tear drenched eyes 
meet yours and both of you silently 
acknowledge that God was in your 
corner tonight. Walking back to 
the truck, assisted by your friends, 
you know you will never forget the 
adoring, grateful look in the eyes 
of that mother. It’s then that you 
realize, more than ever before, why 
you became a firefighter.    

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

remind us that personnel-
related costs consume well-nigh 
70% of their spending plans.  
   Well, as anyone with even the 
slightest familiarity with the 
American marketplace knows, 
privately owned and run service 
businesses usually face these 
human-resource expenses in similar 
or even greater proportions. That is 
the nature of a service business; it’s 
only (or primary) output is not an 
inanimate good (like office products 
or housewares), but a product of 
the simple physical or intellectual 
efforts of individuals instead; ie. 
health care, parcel delivery, or 
in the present case, teaching of 
youngsters. Such enterprises most 
assuredly do spend more on salaries 
and benefits as a percentage of their 
final “costs” than manufacturers 
and agricultural processors.  
   It just so happens that the chief 
determinant of personnel expenses 
in the New Rochelle School budget 
is teachers’ salaries and benefits. It 
also just so happens that the most 
significant multiplier of these costs 
is the teachers’ union contract, 
which just so happens to be expiring 
on June 30, 2008 (less than two days 
from now). Unless the teachers’ 

County Tax Revolt Must Address School Spending
union and New Rochelle board have 
somehow already concluded their 
deliberations, the parties should be 
in the middle of negotiations for a 
new three or four year contract at 
this very moment. 
   Now, do you think the School 
Board, its confederation of 
elementary, middle school and high 
school PTA’s or its civic boosters in 
the recent May budget vote and board 
election ever (even once) raised 
the impending teachers’ contract 
as a reason for the proposed tax 
increase?  Do you think they even 
mentioned the fact of the contract 
expiring in June?  Have they ever 
explained the incessant increases 
of the past as a natural consequence 
of over-indulgence of the teachers’ 
union in prior settlements?  Did 
the board even once in its public 
hearings explain the nature and 
type of the union’s demands in the 
present negotiation?  Has any public 
official yet even acknowledged that 
negotiations are now under way?  
   I did not attend every election 
event so I cannot be certain of what 
transpired at all of them. I do not 
recall any significant Journal News 
coverage at all. As far as I know, 
local and community papers have 

never reported on school contract 
matters. In my over twenty years’ 
residence in New Rochelle in fact, 
I have not read of a single contract 
deadlock or rejection by the union 
membership. To 
be honest, I just 
do not know. I 
have attempted 
before to get 
copies of union 
proposals and 
m a n a g e m e n t 
responses via 
FOIA, but citing 
“privilege,” the 
board would only 
release a copy of 
the last ratified 
a g r e e m e n t .  
   This hardly 
seems a healthy 
process from a 
public policy standpoint. If, in a 
free society, officials are to be held 
accountable, how can they be given 
a “pass” when it comes to educating 
our children? This seems not only 
unhealthy from a good government 
perspective; it seems positively 
bizarre from a metaphysical one. 
How can a labor agreement,  the 
chief “driver” of personnel 

costs (some of which indeed are 
“mandated” by often overreaching 
Federal and NYS constitutions and 
legislation) in a now $223 million 
dollar budget be negotiated without 

even a murmur 
of disagreement 
or discord?  Not 
a leak of a detail, 
not a peep of 
an anecdote, 
not even some 
rhetorical excess 
from a bureaucrat, 
union rep or 
lawyer overtired 
from an all-night 
haggle session?  
We need look no 
further than NYC 
to see how noisy 
and controversial 
labor disputes 

can get. I grew up with the Transit 
Workers’ strike under Mike Quill 
and the teachers’ union strikes 
under Albert Shanker. Here in 
New Rochelle, we are either in a 
“Stepford-like” Bermuda Triangle 
of labor-management bliss, or in 
something far more nefarious.  
   At one public meeting in March, 
when I asked New Rochelle Schools 

Superintendent Richard Organisciak 
if he would provide the audience 
with a copy of the union demands, 
he said that this information was 
a secret. I told him that in my 
experience as a negotiator of 
numerous contracts for management 
with a rather tough and insistent 
teamsters union local, I never 
encountered such a prohibition. 
The terms of the union’s demands 
were openly debated and discussed 
in our factory and offices. In fact, 
the contract’s hourly pay provisions 
became common knowledge in 
the neighborhood of the Bronx in 
which our business was located!  
   The New Rochelle superintendent 
couldn’t bring himself to admit 
that the concealment of the parties’ 
demands and responses was just 
for the political comfort and 
“convenience” of the New Rochelle 
board at the expense of its duty to 
inform the public of major issues; 
most pertinently, an impending 
labor negotiation over personnel 
costs destined to become the greatest 
part of a then-pending school 
budget and future budgets also.  
   So, dear public, it falls to you. 
Will you, our local stakeholders and 
ratepayers in area school boards and 

districts like that of New Rochelle, 
take up the challenge and confront 
the caprice and fecklessness of 
our tax-dependent professional 
educational bureaucracy?  This local 
“franchise” of the dollar-devouring, 
budget-busting educational/
industrial complex now vexing 
public economies nationwide, 
from Sausalito to Syracuse, has 
evaded scrutiny for far too long.  
   Besides, if the procedural 
and constitutional obstacles to 
abolishing (or even just minimizing) 
Westchester County government 
are found to be too onerous to 
be overcome anytime soon (as 
some credible and non-partisan 
Westchester government observers 
have predicted) where else can we 
channel the local citizenry’s new-
found thirst for personal liberty 
and government reform but in 
our local boards of education? 
   Perhaps it is time to learn from 
the voters of one of the area’s 
largest and oldest suburbs, Mount 
Vernon, who recently displayed 
the sagacity and temerity to reject 
not one, but two pork-laden 2008 
school budgets. 
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

  The Town of Greenburgh or the 
City of New Rochelle, Washington, 
D.C., Albany, or any of the 
towns or villages of Westchester 
County, it doesn’t seem to matter 
- the commonalities are the same. 
Each may be defined by waste, 
fraud, lies, corruption, malice, 
political correctness, apathy, 
and more. Whatever words you 
choose, the recurrent themes are 
as formidable as a truck barreling 
at you at a thousand miles per 
hour with no escape! It’s why 
people no longer trust politicians. 
   Growing up, my parents tried 
to impart the need for my brother, 
myself, and even our friends, the 
need to do the “right thing”. They 
taught us honesty, integrity, virtue, 
character, and the importance 
of helping others. I often find 
myself telling my son, “the road 
of integrity only leads to a path of 
good.” It’s a simple reconstruction 
of an axiom I read several years ago 
that when pressed, I was unable to 
articulate verbatim, forming what 
I felt was an equally sufficient 
quote. Somewhere along the line, 
our politicians, with their liberal 
slants, public school agendas, and 
collegiate left-isms, have learned 
to forego the “right thing” while 
pandering to the minorities of every 
aspect of our society. They need 
to “grow a set,” and stand up for 
the “right thing”, once and for all! 
   Unfolding, as I write this, are two 
housing projects, not too dissimilar 
except for locale, where the 
“haves” are taking advantage of the 

Please... Do the Right Thing
By Tom Bock

“used-to-haves” for the benefit of 
the “have-nots.” In New Rochelle, 
and in Fairview (of the Town of 
Greenburgh), the New Rochelle 
City Council and the Greenburgh 
Town Council, respectively, feel 
it’s incumbent upon themselves 
to change the zoning of their 
districts strictly for the profits and 
investment of a single developer, 
WestHab. WestHab’s business 
model is intact, unencumbered by 
size or zone parameters. Apparently, 
they’ll purchase an undersized 
parcel of land and petition the City 
and Towns to rezone it for them; 
all under the politically correct 
guise of “affordable housing.” 
   Just six or seven months ago, 
the New Rochelle City Council 
voted to “down-zone” various  
neighborhoods to maintain the 
character and integrity of it’s 
neighborhoods. Shortly thereafter, 
newspapers ran quotes attributed 
to New Rochelle Mayor Noam 
Bramson and those of his City 
Council Members, brazenly 
posturing for a self-flatulatory 
pat on the back for a job “well-
done.” Down-zoning, at least in 
this instance, was to prevent spot-
zoning and neighborhood changes 
by the highest bidder. After only 
six months, WestHab’s fiscal clout, 
along with their political savvy, 
correctness, and ever-bloated 
agenda, won out. In a vote of seven 
to two, the New Rochelle City 
Council sold out their own residents 
apparently in search of new quotes 
in the newspapers.

   Similarly now, in the Fulton Park 
section of Greenburgh’s Fairview 
district, WestHab purchased yet 
again, an undersized lot at 22 
Tarrytown Road, the sight of the 
former Kings Inn Motel, later to be 
their halfway house for criminals 
returning to society. WestHab’s 
Kings Inn Motel assaulted the 
community with the often practiced 
sex-in-cars-on-the-street, drinking 
on non-WestHab property, with 
the litter upon 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
property, crack 
vials, and drugs. 
A d m i r a b l y , 
W e s t H a b 
continues to 
work with the 
“best” of our 
society. Where 
WestHab goes, 
they, evidently 
go as well. 
   In Fulton Park, 
G r e e n b u r g h 
Town Supervisor 
Paul Feiner and 
possibly his Town Board have made 
a political decision: This small 
neighborhood of a hundred or so 
homes may be of little importance 
in the next election. Give WestHab 
this sacrificial piece of land and 
WestHab and its negative aura 
will evaporate from the Town 
Board. If they don’t do this, will 
WestHab will keep cropping up in 
every Greenburgh neighborhood 
until all the voters will be against 
the Board? Bye-bye next election. 

Could Paul Feiner have said to the 
Board members, “C’mon guys, this 
is a no-brainer. Give WestHab this 
miniscule piece of property and we 
look like housing heroes! It’s only 
a hundred or so votes. We won last 
time by a big margin, we can do it 
again and we won’t have to deal 
with WestHab anymore!” 
  This entire issue may not have 
happened with the previous Board 
which Feiner often complained were 

always against 
him and stopping 
him from doing 
what he wanted. 
Double-digit tax 
increases this year 
(and surely next) 
weren’t his fault, 
he blames it on 
the “old Board”. 
Neighborhood 
representatives 
spoke with the 
Town Board 
when this all 
started, with 
their empathizing 

with the residents. In the “meetings 
after the meeting”, one even said 
“we have to prove ourselves,” and 
another, “it sounds like you have  
legitimate, rational concerns [about 
this proposal].” My guess is Paul 
explained how this would play out, 
and being new, the inexperienced 
Board members grabbed his 
tattered coattails. Based upon 
the last election, the two senior 
Board members, realizing they 
could be the next to go, might 

have said, “We like affordable 
housing too, make room for us.” 
   At Greenburgh’s Comprehensive 
Planning meeting in Fairview, most 
residents complained about the same 
things as other residents at other 
Comprehensive Planning meetings. 
At one meeting I spoke with 
two Board members alone. They 
agreed that Fulton Park’s concerns 
were accurate, reasonable and 
sensible. One stated the reluctance 
in changing the zoning from 
what exists to what WestHab has 
demanded. They didn’t agree with 
using a green roof to increase the 
footprint and height of the building 
as it would create a precedent setting 
change to the Town that would have 
a lasting impact for years to come. 
   Simply,  WestHab wants the zoning 
that is in place in Hartsdale, to be 
applied in Fulton Park, which is 
M174. The property they purchased 
is zoned M22.
   Without getting into zoning laws 
specifics, M22 allows for 22 units 
on one acre of land. M174 allows, 
well, do the math. The problem 
with M174 zoning, is it allows 
the extreme height for all the 
massive apartment buildings (in 
Hartsdale), but not an equal amount 
of necessary parking. It’s one of 
the worst decisions the Town ever 
allowed. Paul Feiner even appointed 
a committee to investigate solutions 
for the Hartsdale parking problem. 
They’ve never come back with a 
solution. They can’t. It was done-
deal, begun and ending badly, and 
sealed in perpetuity. It is so bad, it’s 

never been repeated anywhere else 
in the Town, that is until WestHab 
came back. The County has also 
petitioned the Town to rezone the 
area in western Greenburgh by 
the Marriott Hotel to allow ten, 
twelve story apartment buildings 
totaling nine hundred rental 
units! One hundred and fifty-
eight of these will be classified 
as affordable. Where does it end?  
   Will the Town Board push this 
through as well, while dismissing 
yet another community’s arguments 
and rationale? 
Will  WestHab’s original residential  
4-story and total five story monster  
become even bigger if and when 
construction is underway due to 
unforseen issues? It’s become 
acceptable to put these projects 
in Fairview, which has repeatedly 
become the dumping ground of 
Greenburgh. Edgemont. has more 
apparent clout than Fairview, 
so they’re safe, for now. Once 
WestHab needs more income, 
they’ll start the process again. 
    Fulton Park is an old  
neighborhood, developed in 1938. 
I’m sure it was a jewel of the area 
back then. It is still a jewel to the 
people who live there. It just seems 
like everyone but it’s residents are 
content to allow WestHab to strip-
mine it for whatever they can get out 
of it and toss it’s residents aside. 
   This could be a history lesson 
worth paying attention to because 
so many more neighborhoods  
might be doomed to repeat it.
   Let’s do the right thing!

...the “haves” are 
taking advantage of 
the “used-to-haves” 
for the benefit of the 

“have-nots.”

2008 Historic Preservation 
Awards
The City of Peekskill has a wealth 
of historic properties. While many 
Westchester communities have 
a few properties from other eras, 
Peekskill has entire neighborhoods 
and downtown streets, lined with 
historic buildings. The ‘Historic 
Preservation Plaque Awards’ 
program honors the work and 
dedication of individuals who have 
chosen to preserve an important 
part of Peekskill’s history. 
Nominations can be sent to the 
Historic Preservation Advisory 
Commission at City Hall, 840 
Main Street in Peekskill and a 
panel of independent architectural 
experts will select the winners. 
Applications are available at City 
Hall and Peekskill Field Library 
and all submissions must include 
photographs of the front, rear, side 
and street views of the property. 
Each year dozens of properties are 
nominated; only two residential 
properties and one commercial 
property will be awarded plaques. 
The deadline for submissions is 
July 31, 2008. Info: Jini George 
Cummins at 914 736-0533.   

Mothers Club Summer Social to 
Benefit PHC
The Mothers Club of Putnam 

Hospital Center is a nonprofit 
group that volunteers its time 
to raise funds for the Birthing 
Center at PHC. The club was 
formed in 2007 and is working 
to create free community service 
programs for mothers, babies and 
pediatric patients. They recently 
launched the “Snuggle Program” 
which provides every baby born at 
PHC with a complimentary Halo 
Sleep Sack. These sleep sacks are 
recommended by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics to reduce the 
incidence of SIDS (Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome). On Friday July 
25, the group is holding a Summer 
Social at the Centennial Golf Club 
in Carmel to benefit the Birthing 
Center. Info: 845 225-5162 or 
PHCMothersClub@yahoo.com.  

Stop in for a treat at Shirley 
Marie Realty 

Valerie Murphy, broker and owner 
of Shirley Marie Realty at 559 
Route 6 in Mahopac, is also a cookie 
maker. The office even smells like 
a cookie factory, as she bakes a 
fresh batch of chocolate chip ‘Otis 
Spunkmeyer’ cookies everyday and 
offers some to everyone who stops 
in for a visit. The staff (a baker’s 
dozen) specializes in homes and 
lake front properties and with every 
sale a donation is made to hospice 
care. Info: 845 621-7120 and www.
shirleymarierealty.com. 

To submit information for
The Fine Print, 

please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, 

call 914 243-9761, 
or visit the 

www.LisaFineCommunications.
com Website. 

Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. 

RIDGEWOOD, NY -- Ridgewood 
Savings Bank today announced 
the appointment of Frank O’Hagan 
as Vice President and Investment 
Officer.
   Mr. O’Hagan joins Ridgewood 
with more than 25 years of banking 
experience. Previously, he was 
Vice President, Investment Officer, 
Business Development Officer and 
Loan Review Officer at Pamrapo 
Savings Bank, a Bayonne, NJ-
based community bank. Prior to 
working at Pamrapo, Mr. O’Hagan 
provided securities investment and 
balance sheet management counsel 
to community banks throughout the 
New York metropolitan area as a 
Vice President at financial services 
firms such as Tucker Anthony, Inc., 
Sandler O’Neill + Partners, LP 
and Shay Financial Services, Inc.  
He also previously worked as an 
Examiner-In-Charge at the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board and as a 

Frank O’Hagan Joins 
Ridgewood Savings Bank

Senior Vice President James Korona Retires After 11 Years of Service
Treasurer at Whitestone Savings 
Bank.  
   At Ridgewood Savings Bank, 
Mr. O’Hagan is responsible for the 
Bank’s investment portfolio of more 
than $800 million in mortgage-
backed, agency and corporate 
securities. His position also 
encompasses management duties 
and serving as a member of the 
bank’s Asset Liability Committee.
   William C. McGarry, Chairman, 
President, and Chief Executive 
Officer of Ridgewood Savings 
Bank, said, “We are pleased to 
welcome Frank O’Hagan to the 
Ridgewood Savings Bank family.  
Investment is a core strength of 
our community-focused bank. 
Frank brings considerable top 
management experience which will 
certainly be an important asset for 
us in this area.”
   Frank O’Hagan commented, “I 
am very pleased to have joined 

Ridgewood Savings Bank and am 
looking forward to continuing its 
tradition of engaging in strategic 
and successful investment 
management.”  
   Ridgewood Savings Bank also 
announced the retirement of James 
J. Korona, Senior Vice President 
and Chief Investment Officer after 
serving the bank for more than 11 
years. His retirement caps a 39-year 
career in banking, on Wall Street, 
and in the secondary marketing of 
mortgage loans. 
 

Chartered in 1921, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank (www.

ridgewoodbank.com) is the 
largest mutual savings bank in 

New York State with $4.1 billion 
dollars in assets serving customers 

throughout the New York 
metropolitan area.

ELMSFORD, NY -- The Rotary 
Club of Elmsford established in 
February 1959 is very proud to 
announce the presentation of a 
donation to the Gift of Life in the 
amount of  $65,000.00.  This money 
has been raised by this club over a 
number of years and represents the 
hard work of generosity of many.  
The formal presentation will be 
made by Rotary incoming President 
Kevin Morgan to Gilda Chirafisi, 
President of the Gift of Life, at 
the annual Installation Dinner on 
Thursday, June 26th at 6:30 PM at 

Elmsford Rotary Club Joins 
Hands with Gift of Life

Help Change the World… One Little Heart at a Time
the Elmwood Country Club 
   Gift of Life has made it possible 
for life saving surgery for over 
10,000 children since 1975.  
Their mission is to save as many 
children’s lives as possible with 
the vision of adding 30,000 more 
children to their legacy over the 
next ten years.  Their motivation 
comes from estimates that over 
90% of the world’s population, 4.5 
billion people, do not have access 
to cardiac care.  Eight of every 
thousand newborns suffer from 
some form of Congenital Heart 

Defect with 20% needing life saving 
surgery.  That is at any given time 
there are about 5.5 million children 
in need of heart surgery.
   Children who have been cared for 
by Gift of Life grow up to embody 
the principles which are so dear 
to the mission:  to promote peace 
and understanding by providing 
free medical services to children 
suffering from congenital heart 
defects regardless of race, color, 
creed, gender or national origin.

Nepperhan Valley was rechristened 
as nValley – a high tech corridor 
for the cutting edge businesses that 
are creating tomorrow’s technology 
future. 
* The relocation of Atlantis 
Worldwide, a manufacturer of 
medical imaging and radiology 
technology, to the nValley area. 
* Completion of major new 
residential, commercial and public 
developments in the southwest 
quadrant, the oldest part of the city. 
* Completion of a 600-car parking 
garage adjacent to Station Plaza. 
* The launch of direct high-
speed ferry service to and from 
Manhattan’s financial district. 
* 66 Main, a $45 million project 
that transforms Main Street with 
a ten-story building combining 
residential, commercial and retail 
space. This project includes a 
health club and 154-space parking 
facility. 
* The nearly completed $185 
million rebirth of the Yonkers 
Raceway complex into Empire City 
Gaming at Yonkers Raceway. 
   With all this activity, unemployment 

in Yonkers is low – the lowest in 
New York State. Five thousand 
more residents are now employed 
than four years ago. Yonkers is the 
State’s only major city, along with 
New York City, that can boast both 
job and population growth in recent 
years.  
   Central to the emerging new 
Yonkers is a $5 billion dollar master 
plan encompassing 500 acres of 
land. It will reinvent downtown 
and send waves of redevelopment 
across the city to trigger waterfront 
area revitalization and accelerate 
the rebirth of the new high-tech 
nValley
   The heart of the plan is a new 
downtown focal point, reborn as 
River Park Center. The largest 
development in the city’s history, it 
is a $1.6 billion, two million square 
foot mega-project that includes an 
11-story retail, entertainment and 
parking complex capped by two 50-
story apartment towers and a minor 
league baseball stadium designed 
by Struever Brothers, the same team 
that invented inner city rebirth with 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Struever 

Brothers, Fidelco Group, and Louis 
Capelli are primarily responsible 
for the project’s development as 
Master Developer. 
   Winding through River Park 
Center the Saw Mill River will be 
uncovered and “daylighted” with 
landscaping, to create a pedestrian-
friendly Riverwalk.
   Reinvigorating the downtown 
Main Street is a key element of 
plan. “A true downtown provides 
options,” said Mayor Amicone. 
“We’re bringing in big time 
entertainment and retail options. 
But we’re also being very careful to 
hold onto the small businesses that 
have anchored Yonkers for many 
decades.”  
   Change is palpable today at 
Ridge Hill Village, a billion 
dollar mega-project now under 
construction. Commercial and 
residential buildings will encircle 
a town square, just minutes from 
the New York State Thruway 
and 30 minutes from midtown 
Manhattan. The Village will feature 

Yonkers: A City on the Move
From Page 1
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million or three times the cost of 
site cleanup, whichever is less; 
• Limit the redevelopment credits 
on manufacturing sites to $45 
million or six times the cost of 
site cleanup, whichever is less; 
• Allow any project application that 
has been received and approved by 
the DEC to continue to be eligible 
for current-law tax credits; and 
• Increase by 2 percent the 
redevelopment credit for sites 
developed in conformance with the 

Assemblyman George Latimer: Cleaning up 
Brownfield Sites Spurs Economic Growth

“The drinks at X20 are 1/2 price 
because they do not pay any rent 
or utilities. They should be free 

considering the taxpayer is paying 
the bills!” - Comment on the 

Yonkers Tribune Website

YONKERS, NY – The Yonkers 
Parking Authority bills Zuppa 
Restaurant, and commensurately 
Peter Kelly’s “x2o,” and The Pier 
View a flat $200.00 fee per month. 
With the alleged charge (cost) of 
$8.00 (not inclusive of a tip) for 
valet parking, that translates to 25 
cars required to meet the $200.00 

The Cost of Doing Business in Yonkers 
Nada – Such a Deal 

By Hezi Aris

monthly nut, leaving 30 additional 
days with no other cost incurred 
for parking. Using a minimum 25 
cars as the daily number of cars 
parked at the Buena Vista Parking 
Authority facility as a standard, 
and charging the customer $8.00 
for valet parking, Zuppa Restaurant 
is making a profit of $6,000 every 
month; likely using the This while 
the cost of bonding the parking 
facility have yet to be paid off, when 
the city has incurred other debt, and 
raised the tax burden on the Yonkers 
citizen while disbursing corporate 
welfare to restaurant owners among 

its non profit and culture industries, 
and two years ago New Rochelle 
had a $175,000 proposal for a 
study.  He decided to ask the New 
Rochelle City Council for $10,000 
for a local study to find out what 
kinds of art programs the local 
residents want and to produce a 
final document by September 2008.  
Since that time The New Rochelle 
Arts Collaborative has been meeting 
with civic groups, neighborhood 
associations and PTAs to document 
how much future support the arts 
in New Rochelle might expect     
The Media Lofts is an artists’  
building on Webster Avenue and 
its founder, Judith Weber, said this 

New Rochelle Chamber of Commerce 
Welcomes the Arts Collaborative

project certainly illustrates “what 
New Rochelle wants.”  The plan 
that will be presented to Council 
in September will reflect the culture 
of the city as well as the rapid 
development growth.  
   The Collaborative’s flier asked 
if residents know that there are 7 
galleries in New Rochelle and some 
well-known cultural organizations.  
The New Rochelle galleries consists 
of:  The Back Street Gallery, 3rd Rail 
Studios, Media Loft, Br. Chapman 
Gallery, The Castle Gallery, The 
Museum of Art and Culture and 
The Lumen Winter Gallery.  Other 
cultural organizations include the 
new wing at New Rochelle High 

School devoted to the arts, The New 
Rochelle Opera, The Moonlight 
Theatre, and The Soundshore 
Corale, the Songcatchers, The 
Moonlight Theatre, and the 
Westchester Chamber Orchestra.
   Filling out their questionnaire 
will determine how much support 
there is for the arts in New Rochelle 
and determine the final impacts on 
the city, and signing the post card 
to the resident’s specific council 
member are the final steps needed 
to complete this process.  Arena 
promises to “personally deliver” 
the post cards to City Hall.

Brownfield Opportunity Area Plan. 
    “The Brownfield Cleanup 
Program was a good start, but 
it needs to be adjusted because 
as it stands now it’s fallen short 
of the anticipated cleanup and 
redevelopment in struggling 
areas,” Latimer said. “We needed 
to institute these new measures 
to ensure that the program works 
to the best of its ability – so that 
we’re protecting our environmental 
resources, people’s health, and 

also building a vital economy.  
    “New York needs these 
brownfield reforms to jumpstart 
the current program because not 
enough has been done to address 
the brownfield sites in urban 
areas that are in the most need of 
cleanup,” Assemblyman Latimer 
said. “With these new measures in 
place we’ll not only be able to begin 
to better address real environmental 
concerns, but we’ll also be able 
boost sagging local economies.” 

our midst. If an individual were to 
buy a monthly pass to park at the 
Buena Vista facility it would cost a 
whopping $80.00.
   A call to Michael Dalton, executive 
director of the Yonkers Parking 
Authority was received with the 
advisement that he is on vacation 
and will return next week. A call to 
Yonkers Parking Authority Board 
Director and Yonkers Deputy Mayor 
Bill Reagan has yet to be returned. 
The purpose of the call was to get 
admission to the facts delineated 
above that are documented and in-
house. The evidence is irrefutable. 

Yonkers: A City on the Move
From Page 4

a 175-room hotel, 1,000 market rate 
condominium units, 20,000 square 
foot conference center, and 160,000 
square feet of renovated research 
and office space, as well as 1.2 
million square feet of retail space, 
all perched on a hilltop.  Among the 
retailers who have already signed 
leases are National Amusements, 
Whole Foods Market, L.L. Bean, 
Banana Republic and New York & 
Company.
    Evidence of a new era can 
also be spotted nightly on the 
once-ramshackle Hudson River 
waterfront, where Peter Kelly’s 
restaurant, Xaviar’s X20, soars  
atop a landmark Victorian-era 
pier attracting visitors from all 
over the region. Also elevating the 
waterfront is Hudson Park North, 
a 294 unit, one and two bedroom 
rental project on the waterfront that 
opened in June. 
   Developers and city planners are 

eyeing several other waterfront 
locations for an expansion of 
the renaissance. At the northern 
waterfront will soon rise Point 
Street Landing, a $900 million 
project that include a network of 
apartment towers, stores and public 
parks spanning 16-acres between 
the Metro North rail tracks and the 
Hudson. 
   Other major projects now under 
way or in the advanced planning 
stages include The Cross County 
Shopping Center’s $250 million 
facelift; plans for $160 million 
in public improvements; the 
upgrading of Ashburton Avenue; 
the continuing evolution of the 
nValley area; and the enhancement 
of the area surrounding Metro-
North Ludlow Station, with new 
residential and retail uses that 
would not effect the exiting Ludlow 
Park residential neighborhood. 
   The Yonkers re-emergence runs 

deeper than a development boom. 
Equally impressive improvements 
have taken place in a formerly 
ineffective municipal function, 
education – as well as in public 
safety and overall quality of life. 
“Yonkers is already well on its way 
to becoming the next great city in 
the State of New York,” says Mayor 
Amicone. 
“The best thing about our city is its 
people.  We have one of the most 
vibrant and diverse populations 
of any place.     Everything we’re 
doing now to grow our city – the 
reinvigoration of the economy, the 
expansion of our workforce, the 
continuing improvement of our 
school system and anything else 
that we’ll experience in the future, is 
due to the strength and imagination 
of our people. The future is brighter 
for Yonkers than at any point in our 
city’s history,” Amicone added. 

or “Save Our Sports.” 
   Mayor Young set the tone for the 
event when he simply told the crowd 
filled with student athletes (past and 
present), coaches, and community 
leaders: “Hey, we’re going to get 
through this, we’re going to solve 
this problem.” 
   During the press conference 
Superintendent Dr. Tony Sawyer 
explained the situation in which 
the school district has found 
itself and the amount of money it 
will ultimately cost to provide a 
sports program this coming year.  
The complete restoration of the 
program, which would include 
all boys and girls Varsity, Junior 
Varsity, Freshman, and Modified 
teams, would cost $1.1 million. 
   “Because we were forced into 
austerity we had to make a series of 
difficult decisions,” said Dr. Sawyer.  
“We chose to secure the start of our 
pre-kindergarten program.” 
Mayor Young said he understood 

Mayor Young, Ben Gordon, Dignitaries 
Announce ‘Save Our Sports’ Initiative

the issue at hand, and never did 
anyone question the importance of 
academics in the lives of Mount 
Vernon students. 
   “This is not a debate between 
academics and athletics,” 
said Mayor Young.  “I truly 
understand the School Board and 
Superintendent’s decision…but as 
long as I am sitting in the Mayor’s 
chair kids in Mount Vernon are 
going to have sports.  It’s not just 
about playing on a team, it’s about 
building leadership skills, concepts 
of teamwork, and a strong sense of 
self-worth.” 
   Throughout the press conference, 
the Mayor called up alumni and 
coaches to share the value of 
the sports program on the city’s 
young people, none were more 
recognizable than Chicago Bull, 
Ben Gordon, who told the large 
group “I don’t know where I’d be 
without the support created by the 
Mount Vernon sports program…it 

kept us all off the streets.” 
   In the end, Mayor Young 
announced the establishment of 
a private fundraising campaign 
committee (S.O.S) to secure monies 
to fund the Mount Vernon School 
District’s Sports Program.  Heading 
that committee are two alumni 
of Mount Vernon High School: 
Rasul Salahuddin, who enjoyed 
a lengthy professional basketball 
career overseas, and City Clerk 
Lisa Copeland, a three sport athlete 
during her MVHS career. 
   To donate to Save Our Sports, or 
just want to get involved, contact 
Lisa Copeland, City Clerk, at (914) 
665-2351 or the Mayor’s Office at 
(914) 665-2361.   

Please note that none of the money 
will be handled by City Hall, the 
Board of Education has set up 

a separate fund that will accept 
donations. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- School 
is barely out and some teens and 
their parents are already wondering 
how they are going to stay occupied 
and sane for the next two months 
until school resumes September 
3rd.  Evidence for ways to have a 
more interesting summer was first 
released June 30th at the Monroe 
Summer Law Institute (MSLI) 
Open House. A second MSLI Open 
House is scheduled for July 12th, 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM., at the 360 
Main St., Rm. 112, New Rochelle, 
NY. 
   “Monroe College’s residential 
Summer Law Institute (MSLI), 
August 17-22, is an affordable  
alternative for teens who are 
looking for something different 
to do this summer, who have 
outgrown traditional sleep-away 
camps, and who are building a 
college application resume,” said 
Michele Rodney, Assistant Dean 
of Monroe’s Criminal Justice 
Department and Director of the 
program. “It gives teens sometime 
to look forward to, it’s held late 

Bored Teens Wanted 
Summer Law Institute Would Be a Crime to Miss

enough in the summer so as not to 
not interfere with summer jobs, and 
its timed close enough to the start 
of the next school year to get teens 
re-oriented to thinking about the 
school year that lies ahead.”  
   The cost of MSLI is $299 for 
people who register by July 12th 
.  This includes tuition, room and 
board and field trips. It increases to 
$499 after July 12th.
   “This is the third year that 
Monroe is offering teens an 
introduction to law program. The 
Institute’s planners and instructors 
have learned as much from the 
teen participants as the teens do 
from the law and criminal justice 
professionals guest lecturers,” said 
Rodney. “We have gotten great 
feedback from past participants on 
the guest lectures, the field trips, 
and even on the accommodations 
and meals.”
   Rodney was a prosecutor with the 
Bronx District Attorney’s Office 
for over 17 years before starting 
her own private law practice and 
subsequently joining the staff of 

Monroe College, full time, earlier 
this year. As a result, she has an 
extensive network of contacts in 
the criminal justice profession, 
from judges serving on the New 
York State Court of Appeals to beat 
cops, as well as access to experts 
in other areas of modern criminal 
justice practice. “We have gotten 
some great speakers who capture 
the attention and imagination of 
the students who never seem shy 
about asking thought-provoking 
and candid questions.” MSLI has 
also attracted some prominent 
figures in the profession to give 
guest lectures, including the famed 
criminal defense attorney, Bruce 
Cutler and Herald Price Fahringer, 
a U.S. Supreme Court attorney 
whose famous clients have included 
the Scarsdale Diet doctor murderess 
Jean Harris and Hustler magazine 
publisher Larry Flynt.
   RSVP’s are requested for the 
MSLI Open House. 
For further information call 914-

740-MSLI (6754).  

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Members 
of New Rochelle’s PTA Council 
for 2008-2009 were inducted by 
Superintendent of Schools Richard 
Organisciak at the group’s Annual 
Dinner held June 19th at Bella 
Bella Restaurant in New Rochelle.  
In addition to Mr. Organisciak, 
Assistant Superintendents Margaret 
Pecunia and John Quinn attended 
the dinner, as did Director of 
Special and Alternative Education 
Yvette Goorevitch. Also attending 
were School Board members 
Cindy Babcock Deutsch, David 
Lacher, Chrisanne Petrone, Deirdre 
Polow, Mary Jane Reddington, 
Sara Richmond, Martin Sanchez 
and Jerome Smith, and FUSE 
representative Marty Daly,  along 
with the Principals and Assistant 
Principals of most of the schools.
   PTA Council Co-Presidents Linda 
Fosina and Mary Jo Jacobs recalled 
PTA Council’s accomplishments of 
the past year, including a lecture by 
sportswriter Jeff Pearlman sponsored 
by PTA Council’s Journalism 
Committee, and the continuation 
of “BID Family Saturdays”, the 
result of a partnership with the New 
Rochelle Business Improvement 
District and the New Rochelle 
Public Library. They noted that 
more than 200 parents and children 
attended the recent free showing 
of the film Shrek III in the park at 
Library Green. Over the past year 
PTA Council also worked with the 
Office for the Aging on the second 
annual intergenerational event, the 
Appleseed Arcade, and worked with 
the School District for healthier 
food choices.
   “The importance of parental 
involvement and the value of 
working together are defined 
by the dynamic and productive 
year we have all just experienced 
together,” observed Linda Fosina. 
“Tonight this room is filled with 
wonderful people who share a love 
of children as their motivator for 
being involved.”
   “The two years that Linda and I 
have worked as co-Presidents have 
been marked by a wonderful synergy 
between differing groups,” added 
Mary Jo Jacobs. “On a district-wide 
level PTA Council has continued to 
influence children’s choices in the 
food they eat – there were nutrition 
events in nearly every school this 
year. We also collected food for our 
local pantries during the month of 
February, when stocks are low.”
   The duo also reported on the 
achievements of individual PTA 
units over the past year. Among 
the highlights: Albert Leonard 
PTA raised fund to support cultural 
events and a new LED sign to keep 
the school population informed; 
Barnard PTA won an award from 

New Rochelle PTA Council Holds 
Annual Dinner 

 Superintendent Richard Organisciak Installs New PTA Leaders

New Rochelle PTA Council  
Co-Presidents Mary Jo Jacobs (L) and Linda Fosina.

Incoming PTA Council  
Co- Presidents Martin Daly  

and Valerie Orellana.

the national 
PTA for parent 
involvement and 
dedicated the 
school’s new 
g r e e n h o u s e ; 
Columbus PTA 
focused on 
recycling and 
created reusable 
“Columbus Goes 
Green” shopping 
bags; Davis PTA 
again offered the 
Lindamood-Bell 
after school reading 
program thanks to a successful 
grantwriting effort and streamlined 
communications to become more 
environmentally friendly; Isaac 
Young PTA held its third annual 
Cocoa Bowl and another successful 
8th grade dinner dance; Jefferson 
PTA increased its membership 
and parent participation; New 
Rochelle High School PTA brought 
Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore to speak 
about the hazards of teen drinking in 
a program co-sponsored by Project 
FOCUS and SADD; SEPTA funded 
a variety of programs and initiatives 
including a Fast Forward summer 
program and “Handwriting Without 
Tears;” Trinity PTA increased 
parent involvement and school 
spirit with activities like Walking 
Wednesdays and participating in 
two New Rochelle parades; Ward 
PTA completed its new courtyard 
with a Peace pole dedicated to the 
late Mary Grantham-Campbell and 
brought 15 cultural performances to 
the school from around the world; 
and Webster PTA celebrated its 25th 
anniversary as a magnet school with 
a year that included a successful 
Family Dance Night, Election Day 
Bake Sale, Book Fair and Family 

Bingo as well as a Nutrition Fair.
   The PTA Council’s Executive 
Board for 2008-2009 includes 
Co-Presidents Martin Daly and 
Valerie Orellana, Executive Vice 
President Lisa Dorman, Treasurer 
Linda Fosina and Secretary Debbie 
Morris. Committee Chairs for 
2008-2009  include:  Advocacy, 
Mary Jo Jacobs and Debbie Morris; 
Community/Diversity, Joyce 
Goldklang;  Conflict Resolution,  
Marjorie Sachs and Dorothy 
Larkin; Fitness, Brigitte Stoerger 
and Angela Stenroos; Nutrition, 
Sherri Bell and Dale Walkonen; 
Teacher Representative,  Maria 
Torres-Korn;  Public Relations,  
Theresa Kump Leghorn;  Board 
of Education Representative 
Emery Schweig; Regional PTA 
Representative Chrisanne Petrone; 
and Zoning and Development 
Representative Lorraine Walsh.
   PTA (Parent Teacher Association) 
is a national organization whose 
motto is “Every Child, One Voice.” 
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Kindergarten children at the George 
M. Davis Elementary School 
eagerly awaited and welcomed the 
opening of a renovated playground 
at the school. On Tuesday, June 
24, 2008, Board of Education 
President Cindy Babcock-Deutsch 
joined Principal William Harrell 
in officially opening the gate to the 
school playground as the children 
waited with anticipation at the 

Davis Elementary School  
Playground Renovated

opportunity to explore the inviting 
playground equipment.  
   On hand was Board of Education 
member Sara Richmond, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Richard Organisciak, Assistant 
Superintendent for Business 
Administration John Quinn, 
Assistant Principal Paula Cohen, 
Magnet Facilitator Carol Kelly, as 

well as representatives of the Davis 
PTA leadership, past and present, 
who contributed to the planning 
and design process leading to the 
current installation.  Present were 
Carolyn Fay, Bernadette Weaver, 
Amy Pace, Jayne Peister, and Fran 
Norquist.

PLEASANTVILLE, NY -- Julia 
Reilly, a Pleasantville High 
School student from Pleasantville, 
NY, has been awarded an AFS 
2008 Arabic Summer Language 
Institute Scholarship, a distinction 
shared by only 30 high school 
students nationwide. This 
prestigious, merit-based program 
awards full scholarships for 
an intensive Arabic language 
study program in Cairo, Egypt.  
   The program is sponsored 
by the Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. 
Department of State and AFS 
Intercultural Programs/USA. This 
is part of a growing initiative 
launched by President Bush in 
2006 to increase the number of 
young Americans studying critical 
languages such as Arabic, Chinese, 
Turkish, Russian, Farsi, Hindi, 
and Korean. Scholarships were 
awarded on the basis of academic 
excellence, a series of written 
essays, a demonstrable interest 
in learning the Arabic language, 

Pleasantville HS Student Receives 
Scholarship to Study in Egypt

and making a commitment to 
continue Arabic classes upon 
returning to the United States.  
   Reilly’s full scholarship includes 
intensive Arabic language courses, 
as well as opportunities to visit 
important historical sites and interact 
with Egyptian parliamentarians and 
leaders. During a six-week program 
this summer, Reilly also will gain 
firsthand knowledge of the Egyptian 
culture by living with a host family 
to experience life as a member of 
a family, school, and community.  
   “Both students studying abroad 
and their host families are an 
important part of our public 
diplomacy efforts,” said Keri 
Dooley, Director of Sponsored 
Programs for AFS-USA. “This 
year, we had one of the most 
accomplished groups of candidates 
we have seen in the program’s 
history. These young people will 
return from their experiences having 
learned more about the world 
and their role in it, and they will 
contribute to life in their schools 

and communities in ways that will 
build bridges of understanding.”  
   Each year, AFS awards more than 
$1.5 million in scholarships and 
financial aid to make it possible for 
the best and the brightest students 
to study abroad in more than 40 
countries, irrespective of financial 
means. For information about 
AFS scholarships, financial aid, 
study abroad programs, volunteer 
opportunities or how you can 
host an AFS student from another 
country, call 1-800-AFS-INFO or 
visit www.afs.org/usa. 
   The Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the 
U.S. Department of State fosters 
mutual understanding between the 
people of the United States and the 
people of other countries around the 
world.  For more information about 
ECA exchange programs, please 
visit www.exchanges.state.gov. 
   For 60 years, AFS 
Intercultural Programs has 
been leading international 
high school student exchange.    

Dear EarthTalk: How is it that 
hydrogen can replace oil to run 
our cars? There seems to be a 
lot of controversy over whether 
hydrogen can really be generated 
and stored in such a way to be 
practical?            -- Stephane 
Kuziora, Thunder Bay, ON 

   The jury is still out on whether 
hydrogen will ultimately be our 
environmental savior, replacing the 
fossil fuels responsible for global 
warming and various nagging forms 
of pollution. Two main hurdles 
stand in the way of mass production 
and widespread consumer adoption 
of hydrogen “fuel cell” vehicles: 
the still high cost of producing fuel 
cells, and the lack of a hydrogen 
refueling network. 

EarthTalkTM  
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

“A cup made from PLA, plastic 
made from cornstarch.” Image by 

Bec, courtesy of Flickr.”

   Reining in manufacturing costs 
of fuel cell vehicles is the first 
major issue the automakers are 
addressing. While several have 
fuel cell prototype vehicles on the 
road - Toyota and Honda are even 
leasing them to the public in Japan 
and California - they are spending 
upwards of $1 million to produce 
each one due to the advanced 
technology involved and low 
production runs. Toyota hopes to 
reduce its costs per fuel cell vehicle 
to around $50,000 by 2015, which 
would make such cars economically 
viable in the marketplace. On this 
side of the Pacific, General Motors 
plans to sell hydrogen-powered 
vehicles in the U.S. by 2010. 
   Another problem is the lack of 
hydrogen refueling stations. Major 

oil companies have been loathe to 
set up hydrogen tanks at existing 
gas stations for many reasons 
ranging from safety to cost to lack 
of demand. But obviously the 
oil companies are also trying to 
keep customers interested in their 
highly profitable bread-and-butter, 
gasoline. A more likely scenario 
is what is emerging in California, 
where some 38 independent 
hydrogen fuel stations are located 
around the state as part of a network 
created by the non-profit California 
Fuel Cell Partnership, a consortium 
of automakers, state and federal 
agencies and other parties interested 
in furthering hydrogen fuel cell 
technologies. 
The benefits of ditching fossil fuels 
for hydrogen are many, or course. 

Burning fossil fuels like coal, natural 
gas and oil to heat and cool our 
buildings and run our vehicles takes 
a heavy toll on the environment, 
contributing significantly to both 
local problems like elevated 
particulate levels and global ones 
like a warming climate. The only 

by-product of running a hydrogen-
powered fuel cell is oxygen and a 
trickle of water, neither of which 
will cause any harm to human 
health or the environment. 
   But right now 95 percent of the 
hydrogen available in the U.S. 
is either extracted from fossil 
fuels or made using electrolytic 
processes powered by fossil fuels, 
thus negating any real emissions 
savings or reduction in fossil fuel 
usage. Only if renewable energy 
sources—solar, wind and others—
can be harnessed to provide the 
energy to process hydrogen fuel can 
the dream of a truly clean hydrogen 
fuel be realized.  
   Stanford University researchers 
in 2005 assessed the environmental 
effects of three different hydrogen 
sources: coal, natural gas, and water 

electrolysis powered by wind. 
They concluded that we’d lower 
greenhouse gas emissions more by 
driving gasoline/electric hybrid cars 
than by driving fuel cell cars run 
on hydrogen from coal. Hydrogen 
made using natural gas would fare a 
little bit better in terms of pollution 
output, while making it from wind 
power would a slam-dunk for the 
environment. 

   Contact: California Fuel 
Cell Partnership, www.
fuelcellpartnership.org. 

   Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. 
Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; 
or direct e-mail to: earthtalk@

emagazine.com. 

http://www.afs.org/usa
http://www.exchanges.state.gov
http://www.fuelcellpartnership.org
http://www.fuelcellpartnership.org
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
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Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

As part of our expansion program, our company is 
looking for Part Time Work from home account man-
agers and sales representatives, it pays $500 a month 
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please 
contact us for more details. Requirements - Should be 

a computer literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet 
weekly. Must be over 19 yrs. of age. Must be efficient 

and dedicated. If you are interested and  
need more information.  

Direct email to Dan Frank: danfrank005@gmail.com.

AKC Registered
 

English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  
Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 

Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

We are looking for an Accounting/Sale’s  
Representative who can be working for us as a part 
time worker getting paid for your work while you 

maintain your regular job and work for us. 
If interested you can email us at  

mark-scott@live.com for more information. 

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

ALBANY, NY -- “Skyrocketing 
fuel costs are taking a toll on middle 
class families across the state,” 
Assemblyman Adam Bradley (D 
– Westchester) said. “Thousands 
upon thousands of New Yorkers 
are struggling to just fill up their 
car at the pump. Legislation I have 
authored will help alleviate some 
deceptive practices.” 
   Bradley announced that the 
Assembly has passed A.9163-A 
which would prohibit the practice 
of zone pricing for gasoline. Zone 
Pricing is a marketing technique 
currently used by petroleum 
companies to charge higher 
wholesale prices to retail areas based 
upon an economic environment. In 

   At the June meeting of the 
Bronxville Board of Trustees 
monies were approved for the 2008-
2009 capital improvement program.  
In that list of projects, money for 
street resurfacing was included. 
We will be impacted in terms of 
the amount of tonnage we can put 
down this season due to the current 
high price of the oil based asphalt.  
However, the Board continues 
to make a strong commitment to 
road re-surfacing and our program 
will still be aggressive despite the 
current fiscal restraints.  
   We will once again join with our 
sister communities of Tuckahoe 
and Eastchester to combine our 
re-surfacing needs and bid for 
the product together.  This has 
been a most successful method 
of procuring road resurfacing 
materials at the best possible 
price by combining our needs and 
purchasing power.  In June, we 
also approved a contract for street 
curbing and now have everything 
in place to move forward.  Rocco 
Circosta, Superintendent of Village 
Public Works, is developing the 
list of streets that will get attention 
in the current paving cycle. We 
know at this point some of the 
streets scheduled for resurfacing.  
Midland Avenue, one of the most 
travelled streets in the Village will 
be re-paved from Pondfield Road 
to the Yonkers City line.  Park 

Place, another well traveled street 
in our commercial district, will be 
completely re-paved this cycle.  
Crows Nest will be re-paved in its 
entirety.  Hemlock too will see its 
entire stretch re-paved. Other work 
will also be done this cycle and Mr. 
Circosta is preparing the final list.
   We invest heavily in our Village 
streets because they are important 
for many reasons.  Safety is of 
primary importance but appearance 
and driving comfort are additional 
factors.  There is only one street in 
the Village that is outside Village 
government responsibility. That 
street is Route 22 which is a State 
owned and controlled highway.  
Last fall we had a government 
official from Japan spend some 
time with us to study our Village. 
When given a tour of our Village, 
he noted that Route 22 seemed less 
maintained than other streets in 
the Village. This observation was 
an unsolicited endorsement of our 
several requests to State officials to 

have Route 22 re-conditioned.  
   Route 22 is an important 
thoroughfare in our Village but it 
also is an important transportation 
artery for our region. It is a main 
causeway for municipal buses and 
serves as a feeder into the Cross 
County Parkway. Parts of the road 
are still serviceable but large sections 
need a complete overhaul. We have 
reached out to State Department of 
Transportation (NYSDOT) officials 
on several occasions to get them 
to make the needed repairs. To 
date, we have been unsuccessful 
in getting a commitment for the 
work. Recently, I joined together 
with Eastchester Town Supervisor 
Anthony Colavita and Tuckahoe 
Mayor John Fitzpatrick and sent a 
letter with our three signatures to 
see if that would put our concern on 
the NYSDOT radar. We have not 
yet heard back from anyone.  
   Route 22 is too important to suffer 
this kind of protracted neglect. I 
intend to bring the matter to our 
elected State officials in hopes that 
they can raise the profile on the 
importance of a properly maintained 
and safe Route 22.  
The paving season is ready to start 
in Bronxville. We will do as much 
as our budget allows to improve 
Village streets. I hope the State will 
accept its responsibility for Route 
22 and get that work underway in 
the interest of safety.  

Bradley: Legislation Banning Zone 
Pricing Passes Assembly 

some areas of the state, prices can 
fluctuate nearly $0.50 within a 5 
mile distance between stations. 

   “In 2006, the Assembly passed 
a law capping the state sales tax 
on gasoline at $2 per gallon, but 
consumers never saw any savings. 
Record-high profits in 2007 were 
posted by the major oil companies 
– billions of dollars were drained 
from the pockets of average 
Americans,” Bradley said. “This 
is unconscionable and flat-out 
wrong. New Yorkers deserve to be 
protected from consumer abuse.” 
   “The practice of zone pricing 
has artificially raised the price 
of gasoline in many regions of 
the state and we must prevent the 
oil companies from artificially 
increasing prices on consumers 
who can ill afford it,” said Bradley

ALBANY, NY -- State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D-35th 
District), Assemblymen Mike 
Spano (D-I-C 93rd District), and 
J.Gary Pretlow (D-I-C 87th 
District)  announced they have 
introduced joint legislation in the 
New York State Legislature to 
establish a minimum and maximum 
temperature in school buildings and 
indoor facilities throughout New 
York State – to ensure that excessive 
temperatures do not create health 
and safety risks to students, faculty 
members and school employees.
   Yonkers Federation of Teachers 
President Patricia Puleo informed 
legislators during the heat wave 
two weeks ago that classroom 
temperatures ranged from 94 to 101 
degrees, and that at least one teacher 
was hospitalized because her asthma 
was aggravated by the excessive 
heat.  There were numerous 

Establish Temperature Limits 
in School Buildings 

Westchester Delegation to Introduce Legislation
complaints of students passing 
out and becoming physically ill 
because of the unsafe and unhealthy 
conditions.  “This legislation, so 
quickly drafted and introduced, by 
our local legislators will prevent a 
repeat of the intolerable conditions 
that were experienced two weeks 
ago, and moreover, will prevent 
a potential tragedy in the future,” 
President Puleo said. “I commend 
Senator Stewart-Cousins and 
Assemblymen Spano and Pretlow 
for taking quick, decisive action on 
this important issue.”
    “Our children all deserve an 
excellent education in New York 
State – in an optimum classroom 
and learning environment. 
Classroom temperatures that 
exceed 94 degrees are, simply said, 
dangerous – unhealthy and unsafe 
- for students and teachers.  This 
legislation enables administrators 

to cancel or close schools – without 
any penalties – in the event of 
unseasonably high temperatures, 
which we experienced earlier this 
month. Astonishingly, while there 
are laws that determine how we treat 
our pets in terms of heat exposure, 
to date, there aren’t any laws that 
protect our children or educators 
from excessive heat in schools” 
stated Senator Stewart-Cousins.
   “The classroom conditions that 
were described during the recent 
heat wave were intolerable, and 
must be prevented from occurring 
again the future,” Assemblyman 
Spano said.
   S.8716 / and a companion bill in 
the Assembly has been introduced in 
both houses of the New York State 
Legislature and it is anticipated that 
it will move when both houses go 
back into session.ALBANY, NY -- Assemblyman 

Mike Spano (D/C/I-Yonkers) 
announced that the Assembly 
passed legislation he authored 
extending the time to file a workers’ 
compensation claim for injuries 
sustained as a result of the World 
Trade Center rescue, recovery or 
cleanup operations (A.3947). The 
bill is named after Jimmy Nolan, 
one of the workers exposed to 
debris and dust in the wake of the 
tragedy. 
   Mr. Nolan was working 
construction at NYU at the time 
of the attacks on the World Trade 
Center.  After hearing of the attacks, 
he immediately returned home and 
rushed to Ground Zero to provide 
any assistance he could.  Due to 
his efforts at Ground Zero, Mr. 
Nolan is now afflicted with wood 
allergies, respiratory problems and 
skin allergies; he spends around 
$200 a month on medication due to 
these conditions.   
   “The truth about the hazardous 
working conditions at Ground Zero 
and the other cleanup areas is just 
beginning to emerge,” said Spano. 
“But these workers didn’t question 
what they were told about the 
safety of the sites – they just gave 
everything they had to the search 
and rescue effort in spite of the 
risks. We owe this to them.” 
   Assemblyman Spano said the 
legislation will provide more time 
for these heroic individuals such 
as Jimmy Nolan to file a workers’ 

Assemblyman Spano: Ground Zero 
Workers and Volunteers Close to Getting 

the Benefits They Deserve
Assembly Passes ‘Jimmy Nolan’s Law’ Extending Time to File a 

Notice of Claim for 9/11 Injuries

compensation claim with the state. 
He said there is a second wave of 
9/11 workers who are now becoming 
ill due to their efforts at Ground 
Zero.  Additionally this legislation 
will help those who weren’t aware 
of filing deadlines and shouldn’t be 
punished for contracting illnesses 
that developed after the previous 
extensions had passed. 
    “I would like to thank 
Assemblyman Spano for getting 
this legislation passed,” Nolan 
said.  “This extension will provide 
thousands of workers like me access 
to workers compensation benefits.” 
   “Even in the past few years, 
there has been a startling increase 
of ailments caused by exposure 
to fire, dust and debris during the 
World Trade Center disaster,” 

Spano said. “We must extend the 
filing period for these claims so 
workers and volunteers exposed to 
environmental hazards at Ground 
Zero aren’t denied the workers’ 
compensation benefits they truly 
deserve.” 
   Assemblyman Spano said the bill 
establishes an additional one-year 
period for eligible workers and 
volunteers filing claims under the 
Workers’ Compensation Law. He 
added that the health hazards of 
Ground Zero are still being identified 
and that the working conditions 
have caused hundreds of illnesses, 
diseases and chronic conditions.  
This bill (S.2176) sponsored by 
Senator Andrew Lanza (R-Staten 
Island) currently sits in the Senate 
Rules Committee awaiting passage.  
    “The thousands of people who 
worked in the aftermath of 9/11 
– some for periods of time that 
ran up to two and a half years 
– were told and believed they were 
working in a safe environment,” 
Spano said. “Now, after more than 
five years, we are seeing more and 
more individuals experiencing 
health problems far above the 
statistical norm. These illnesses are 
most likely being caused by their 
9/11-related rescue, recovery and 
cleanup efforts, and we must take 
action to help these heroes out.  I 
urge the Senate when they return to 
session to pass this important piece 
of legislation.” 

which has necessarily dictated U.S. 
energy policy for decades, until 
now, for the safety of the American 
people and the integrity of its 
critical infrastructure. 
   Although the first large scale 
civilian nuclear plant started 
providing electricity in 1957, it was 
basically between that time and the 
late 1970’s when all of the current 
operating nuclear reactor facilities 
were constructed. And with an 
average lifespan up to 60 years for 
each, most of the currently operating 
104 U.S. nuclear plants are either in 
or have applied for their 2nd 20-
year licensing period extensions.  
   Since the last U.S. nuclear reactor 
was ordered in 1973, those handful 
that were completed, after 1978 and 
post-3 Mile Island, were ordered 
prior to 1973. To wit, in 1996, the 
last U.S. plant constructed, the 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s Watts 
Bar 1 reactor in Tennessee, was the 
result of a revived dormant license 
from 1970. And there are plans to 
build the Watts Bar 2 from another 
previous license from dating back 
to1973. 
   Since U.S. nuclear energy policy 
has nearly come full circle today, 
it is important to take stock of 
its history. The Atomic Energy 

Fallout from the U.S. Energy Policy Act of 2005

Commission, (AEC) was formed 
through the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1946, originally to specifically 
oversee the military’s and civic 
atomic energy programs. And it was 
given the expanded responsibility, 
for the first time, to assume dual 
oversight and regulation of atomic 
energy both militarily as well as 
commercially through the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954. 
   But it was through the Energy 
Reorganization Act of 1974, that 
created the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC), the present 
U.S. nuclear regulatory agency, 
to assume the oversight authority 
from the AEC. It now regulates 
most U.S. commercial nuclear 
activities, including nuclear power 
reactors and the use of radioactive 
materials in industry, medicine, 
agriculture and scientific research 
as well as fuel cycle facilities and 
nuclear waste management.  
   The 1974 law was seen as an 
opportunity to put trust back into 
the oversight agency which took 
on the dual task of both promoting 
nuclear power while safeguarding 
the American people, initially in 
1954. And it was after that point 
in time that the American people 
had already begun to lose trust 

in the agency’s ability to do so. 
Apparently, the U.S. government 
thought that changing the acronym 
of the agency would calm the 
public’s displeasures. 
   But it was during the late 1960’s 
and early 1970’s when the nuclear 
plant construction boom was in full 
gear and simultaneous reassurances 
from the federal government to  
keep safeguards in place fell on 
the deaf ears of energy consumers. 
Most importantly, the agency was 
designated to walk a fine line of both 
promoting commercially viable 
nuclear energy as well as handling 
all of the required licensing for 
new construction of nuclear power 
plants.  
   And in this global economy, at 
a time when the U.S. is seeing 
extraordinary growth in the foreign 
direct investment and acquisition 
in U.S. critical infrastructure, it 
appears reaped with conflict for 
the licensing agency to also be able 
to independently assess potential 
security risks both civilly and 
criminally. 
   Unfortunately, the notorious 
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant fire 
in 1975 in Decatur, AL could 

see Fallout Pg. 9
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have been avoided and was the 
result of human error rather than 
an unexpected meltdown. A 
mechanical technician foolishly 
was looking for reported air leaks 
within the reactor with a lighted 
candle which ultimately started the 
fire. But Three Mile Island Unit 
2 (TMI-2) nuclear power plant 
near Middletown, Pennsylvania, 
on March 28, 1979, was the most 
serious nuclear plant fiasco in U.S. 
history. The reactor sustained the 
melting of half its core, which was 
later found to be a combination 
of technical and human error and 
allowed for released radioactive 
gases into the atmosphere and 
putting its employees immediately 
at risk. 
   The 3 Mile failure was followed 
in 1986 by the misfortune of Unit 
4 of the nuclear power station at 
Chernobyl, Ukraine in the former 
USSR. It emitted radioactive 
material, far more deadly an 
accident that 3 Mile Island, affecting 
52,000 people in the vicinity, 
immediately killing 30 people and 
possibly impacting up to 5 million 
others. Nevertheless, it was 3 Mile 
Island that provided the final nail in 
the coffin for skittish investors in 
U.S. nuclear technology, although 

From Page 8
Fallout from the U.S. Energy Policy Act of 2005

nuclear facilities throughout the 
U.S. still provide 20% of electrical 
power generation. It remains very 
low in greenhouse emissions and is 
considered a form of clean energy. 
   In spite of the NRC’s own damage 
control to restore safety measures 
in nuclear plant facilities over the 
past 30 years, its ill-repute remains 
along with remnants of trepidation 
in reinvesting in nuclear energy. 
Therefore, the apparent overnight 
reverse course by the DOE in lining 
up investors to submit license 
construction applications for 
nuclear energy plants, with some 20 
expected by mid-2009, has set off 
alarm bells of another sort. 
   And that brings us back to the 
EPAct of 2005 which provides for 
a vast assortment of givebacks, 
subsidies and federally subsidized 
loan guarantees including risk 
insurance packages to the brokers 
and investors who come a-callin’, 
totaling billions of dollars worth 
of incentives. And once again, 
foreign owned holding companies, 
foreign government-owned entities 
and foreign-U.S. joint ventures, 
acquisitions and mergers will be the 
recipients of these U.S. taxpayer 
provided benefits. 
   The nuclear energy industry not 

only remains a hot-button issue 
because of its sullied past, but 
because of a heightened internal 
as well as public awareness of its 
ever-present national security risks 
it now poses in a post-9/11 world. 
In addition, there is the issue of the 
failing power grid infrastructure, 
which has not been improved in 
decades, and minimally maintained, 
along with a continued U.S. 
deregulation policy from which 
the American economy may never 
recover. 
   All of the aforementioned but 
creates for a perfect storm, all the 
while U.S. foreign policy dictates 
to other nations and regions on the 
ways in which they may engage or 
use nuclear material, whether for 
weaponry or for electrical power 
distribution.  
   The first step in trying to 
comprehend this multi-faceted and 
current energy policy, based upon 
both its history as well as current 
law, is to understand the revised 
NRC application process. Although 
the regulation revisions date back to 
1989, the most recent and final rules 
were not certified and published in 
the Federal Register by the NRC 
until August 2007 (10 CFR Part 
52).  

   The revisions have changed the 
entire regulatory review process and 
framework for the construction of 
new nuclear reactors and facilities. 
And over the next 18 months, such 
changes in the regulation process, 
with ink barely dry, will be tested in 
a paint-by-numbers fashion. 
   The EPAct 2005 while not 
intrinsic to the actual changes in 
NRC rule making, has played a 
consequential role in incentives for 
investors and ultimately the NRC’s 
seeming rush to finalize regulation 
revisions over a matter of months, 
after many years they were held in 
virtual abeyance.  
   And now the one time 2-step 
licensing process created for its 
thoroughness and for compliance 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) as well as providing 
enough time to have the appropriate 
number of public hearings, has been 
whittled down to a 1-step process; 
one that appears less investigative 
in scope and more equivalent to 
drive-through governance. 
   In order to supposedly bring an 
improved regulatory model for 
U.S. nuclear energy construction, 
which the NRC believes to be 
more efficient, the COL, early site 
permits (ESP), and standard design 

certifications pushes the process 
along more quickly. However, 
also cut in the process will be 
preoperational hearings on plant 
construction qualification that 
would be limited and not required 
by the NRC, and minimizing public 
input. 
The ESP procedure includes site 
safety issues and emergency plans 
apart from the plant design. The 
NRC’s and nuclear industry’s 
reasoning is that the new process 
will cut down on delays, cost 
overruns and reduce the application 
process down to 42 months. In that 
regard, there is some speculation 
that the next nuclear plant could 
break ground in the U.S. by the end 
of 2010 and perhaps be completed 
by 2015.  
   In the final part of this series, the 
actual players or investors in new 
U.S. nuclear plants construction 
will be addressed as well as 
who and from where from these 
entities hale. And the mechanisms 
mandated in the EPAct 2005 for 
lucrative financial rewards to these 
corporations will be discussed. 
Whether or not such investors will 
be even remotely close to ensuring 
the fiscal as well as environmental 
health of the American people is an 

important question which will be 
asked. 
   And finally, that which is most 
crucial in this entire changing energy 
landscape, that being the national 
security of the U.S, was etched into 
law in the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954 in 42 U.S.C. Sec. 2011 (1954) 
as follows: “Aliens and entities 
owned, controlled or dominated 
by aliens or foreign governments 
may not engage in operations 
involving the utilization of energy. 
This restriction applies primarily to 
nuclear reactors and reprocessing 
plants extracting plutonium.” 
   Yet, as will be analyzed in Part 
4 of this series, we will see that 
through the use of joint ventures, 
foreign holding companies, license 
transfers and majority subsidiary 
investment mergers, rubber-
stamped by virtually all branches 
of the U.S. government, historically 
held energy law no longer remains 
the watchdog it was once meant 
to be. Therefore, the best interests 
of the American people are now 
marginalized and the future national 
security interests of the U.S. may be 
forever compromised. 
Contact dgrassi@cox.net
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  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Gloria May Anderson passed 
away peacefully while a patient in 
Calvary Hospital, The Bronx. God 
took her home on June 9, 2008, 
after her brave two year battle with 
cancer. Born in Yonkers, NY, she 
was a lifelong resident, attending 
local schools and graduating from 
Commerce High School. She was an 
employee of Pfizer Pharmaceutical 
Company in Manhattan for 27 years 
before retiring. She loved reading, 
her friends and some travel. 
Accompanied by her mother she 
visited Russia. Years later with her 
friend from school days, Dorothy 
Maiden, she journeyed to China and 
proudly showed photos of the Great 
Wall. Preceded in death by her 
parents, Henry and Janet Anderson, 
she is survived by her brother 
John (Mary Jean), nephew Peter 
(Julie) and grand nephews Nolan 
and Brady Anderson all residents 
of California. She will be lovingly 
missed especially for her kindness 
and good sense of humor by her 
family and friends. Graveside Rites 
of Christian Burial were held at Mt. 
Hope Cemetery in Hastings-On-
Hudson, on Tuesday, June 17, 2008. 
Memorials may be sent to Calvary 
Hospital. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.
 

Mary Miksad (nee Kwasniak), 
a longtime Yonkers resident, died 
on Tuesday, June 24, 2008, at 
the St. Cabrini Nursing Home in 
Dobbs Ferry. She was 97 years 
old. She was born on November 
13, 1910, to Peter and Pelahia 
(Horbal) Kwasniak in Shenandoah, 
Pennsylvania, where she was raised 
and educated. Mrs. Miksad was a 
longtime parishioner of St. Mary’s 
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church 
and a member of Senior Citizen 
Group #7. Her hobbies included 
knitting, gardening and bowling. 
On June 2, 1934, she married 
John Miksad Jr. in Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Miksad died 
on July 2, 1975. Mrs. Miksad is 
survived a daughter, Mary Ann 
Wissner and her husband Edward 
of Yonkers, a son John Miksad and 
his wife Barbara of Yonkers and 
six grandchildren, John & Michael 
Miksad, Suzanne Brown, and 
Edward, Mark and Kevin Wissner. 
She is also survived by eight great 
grandchildren. Visitation was held 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
Thursday, June 26, 2008. Parastas 
on Thursday, June 26, 2008. 
Funeral Services were conducted 
in St. Mary’s Carpatho-Russian 
Orthodox Church on Friday, June 
27, 2008. Interment will follow at 
Oakland Cemetery. Donations in 

her memory may be made to St. 
Mary’s Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Church, 485 No. Broadway, 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701 or St. Cabrini 
Nursing Home, 115 Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 10522. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.
 
Francis L. McGlinchey, of Yonkers 
died on Tuesday, June 17, 2008 
at age 92. He was born on April 
11, 1916, in Glasgow, Scotland, 
to Michael and Alice (Crilly) 
McGlinchey. He came to Yonkers 
at age 7, and attended local schools. 
Mr. McGlinchey was the supervisor 
of the print shop at Manhattan 
College for over 25 years. He was 
a WWII Navy Veteran. Francis 
was a parishioner of Christ the 
King Church, a contributor to the 
Sacramentine Nuns in Hartsdale, 
and a dedicated family man with his 
family as his number one priority. 
His family realizes he was more 
than just a grandfather, more like 
a father, just a wonderful man who 
enjoyed his great grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by his wife, 
the former Helen T. Power who 
died in 1989, also his daughter 
Marian McGlinchey who died in 
2007, and his grandson Christopher 
Keith Davis who died in 1988. 

Mr. McGlinchey is survived by 
his grand daughter Andrea Davis-
Austin and her husband Mark, his 
great grandchildren Katelyn Pinto 
and Tyler Christopher Austin, his 
nephew John O’Hagan and his 
nieces Evelyn O’Hagan, Sheila 
Jadovich, Frances Peterson, 
Maureen Cropper, Eleanor 
Harrington, and Alice Azzara. 
Also survived by his son Francis 
and his family. Visiting hours took 
place at the Whalen & Ball F. H. on 
Thursday, June 19, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial was held in Christ 
the King Church on Friday, June 
20, 2008. Entombment  followed at 
Mt. Hope Cemetery. Donations may 
be made to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place Memphis, Tenn. 38105. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.

Jean Post (nee Dunne) of Yonkers 
died on Monday, June 23, 2008, 
at age 75. Born on November 26, 
1932, to Edmund F., Jr. and Mae 
(Buckley) Dunne in Yonkers where 
she was raised and graduated from 
Sacred Heart Grade and High 
Schools, then from Catherine Gibbs 
School in New York City. Mrs. 
Post worked as an administrative 
assistant for the Kennedy Children 

Study Center in New York City, 
thereafter served as a personal 
assistant to Jean Kennedy Smith. 
On October 23, 1954, she married 
Vincent H. Post in Sacred Heart 
Church. He died on April 18, 2004. 
Jean was a parishioner of Sacred 
Heart Church and a member of the 
Confraternity of Christian Mothers. 
She was also a member of the Junior 
Guild of Yonkers, the Morsemere 
Garden Club and the Amackassin 
Club. Mrs. Post is survived by her 
three children, Christopher V. Post 
of Bolton, MA, David V. Post of 
Pleasantville, NY, and Colette 
Post Oldford of Mt. Pleasant, SC, 
and four grandchildren, William 
Post, Jackson, Eleanore and Claire 
Oldford and her brother Edmund F. 
Dunne III of New Jersey. Visiting 
Hours were held at Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home on Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 25 and 26, 
2008. Mass of Christian Burial in 
Sacred Heart Church on Friday, 
June 27, 2008. Interment St. 
Joseph Cemetery. Donations may 
be made to the Kennedy Children 
Study Center, 151 East 61st Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10021. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.

 Sgt. Rawle A. Wiltshire, USMC, 
of Yonkers died on Tuesday,  June 
17, 2008, from injuries sustained in 
an automobile accident in Missouri 
at age 27. He was born June 16, 
1981, to Brian and Alma (Sullivan) 
Wiltshire in Guyana, South America. 
He graduated from Emerson Junior 
and Saunders High School in 1999. 
While in school he was a member 
of their cross-country track team. 
Upon graduation he entered the 
United States Marine Corp in Camp 
LeJeune, North Carolina. He served 
in Japan and served two tours of 
duty in Iraq. Besides his parents 
Alma Sullivan and Brian Wiltshire, 
he is survived by his wife Sonja 
and children Brian and Aja. He is 
also survived by his brother Kelton 
Cumberbatch of Yonkers and his 
maternal grandparents Lenox 
Sullivan and Claudette Glasgow. 
Visiting hours were conducted at 
Whalen & Ball F.H. on Monday, 
June 23, 2008.. Funeral Services 
were held at the funeral home 
on Tuesday, June 24, 2008. Rev. 
David Lothrop officiated. Interment 
Mt. Hope Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.   

HUDSON VALLEY, NY -- Hudson 
Valley Tourism is heating up the 
summer with its “Top 10 Places to 
Visit This Summer.”  This season of 
fun in the Hudson Valley includes 
sun-drenched country fairs, outdoor 
music, and breezy sports events 
– all within less than a tank of gas 
away! 
   It’s a July 4th Celebration, full 
of fireworks, food, and fun in 
Saugerties.  The daylong fair begins 
with a parade down Main Street, 
followed by a family carnival and 
flea market, and ends with a lawn 
concert and spectacular fireworks. 
   The “Best of Show” art exhibit 
kicks off July 4th through 6th in 
Hudson. The city features over 60 
artist-decorated fiberglass dogs 

Exciting Hudson Valley Events Less Than a Tank of Gas Away!
displayed throughout the business 
district. Talk about the “dog days” 
of summer!
   Music lovers everywhere 
will appreciate the Caramoor 
International Music Festival, now 
through August 3rd, featuring jazz, 
pops, chamber, and symphonic 
music throughout its season at 
Katonah. 
   Just a few miles up the river, the 
Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, taking 
place outdoors in Oak Hill, covers 
four stages with award-winning 
bluegrass and acoustic music from 
July 17th to 20th. 
   If Jazz is more your style, the 
Newburgh Jazz Series covers the 
waterfront every Wednesday and 
Thursday in July and August, with 

hot jazz played on the cool Hudson 
River in Newburgh. 
   Summer greenery is the theme 
for the Rockland County Feis, a 
daylong Irish festival with step 
dancing, bag piping, music, art, 
food, and all things Irish. Take in 
the Gaelic football, old time waltz 
contest, and field game competitions 
held on July 20th. 
   Spend some lazy days at the 
Dutchess County Fair, August 19th 
through the 24th, in Rhinebeck 
to take in the exhibits, fine arts 
and crafts, children’s activities, 
horticultural displays, and 
more. You’ll find entertainment 
throughout the 168 fairground acres 
along with over 100 food booths, a 
carnival and games.

      Finally, bicycle enthusiasts can 
get moving by participating in the 
Tour de Putnam Cycling Festival on 
August 24th. Routes are of varying 
lengths, winding through this scenic 
and historic county.
   No matter what your interest, 
the Hudson Valley has something 
exciting for everyone this summer. 
For more information on any of 
these events, call the following or 
check their websites: 

• July 4th Celebration, Saugerties. 
845-246-3090, www.village.
saugerties.ny.us 
• Best in Show, Hudson. 518-671-
6213, www.hudsonbestinshow.com 
• Caramoor International Music 
Festival, Katonah. 914-232-1252, 

www.caramoor.org
• Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, 
Oak Hill. 888-946-8495,  
www.greyfoxbluegrass.com 
• Newburgh Jazz Series 2008, 
Newburgh. 845-568-0198,  
www.NewburghJazzSeries.com 
 • Rockland County Feis, Anthony 
Wayne State Park. 845-942-1874, 
www.rocklandcountyfeis.com 
• Dutchess County Fair, Rhinebeck. 
845-876-4001, 
www.dutchessfair.com 
• New York Giants Summer 
Training Camp, Albany. 518-442-
4522, www.albanynysports.com/
NYGiantsCamp.htm 
• NY-Penn League All Star Game, 
Troy. 518-629-2287, 
www.tcvalleycats.com 

• Tour de Putnam Cycling Festival, 
Carmel. 845-225-0381, www.
VisitPutnam.org 
   

Hudson Valley Tourism, Inc. is the 
10-county region designated by 
I LOVE NEW YORK to promote 
tourism for the area. Counties 

include Albany, Columbia, 
Dutchess, Greene, Orange, 

Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, 
Ulster and Westchester. Regional 

information can be obtained 
from any of the county tourism 

offices, the Hudson Valley Tourism 
website,

 www.travelhudsonvalley.com, 
or by calling 

845-291-2136. 
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http://www.tcvalleycats.com/
http://www.visitputnam.org/
http://www.visitputnam.org/
http://www.travelhudsonvalley.com
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Your staycation
destination.

• 5,300 Video Gaming Machines           • Live Entertainment          • Fine Dining          • Live Harness Racing

EMPIRECITYGAMING.COM

The Jackpot Next Door. 
SM

EXIT 2 NY STATE THRUWAY

It’s just another reason to come experience Empire City Gaming at 

Yonkers Raceway. As if 5,300 video gaming machines, fi ne dining 

and live entertainment weren’t enough. Make Empire City Gaming 

your staycation destination this summer. 

We’re giving away over $500,000 in cash and prizes.

Must be an Empire Club Member. Visit a Promotions Booth for complete rules and details. Must be 18 years of age or older to play video gaming machines or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

T:11.5 in

T:20.5 in


