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   The Town Hall meeting sponsored 
by Yonkers City Councilwoman 
Patricia McDow (Ditsrict 1) gathered 
at the Nepperhan Community 
Center was called to discuss the 
Glenwood Power Station, labeled 
as the Gates of Hell by some. From 
the onset, the expression of fear, 
pain, bigotry, societal and political 
indifference, tempered by lies and 
promises unkept, contributed to 
the maelstrom that engulfed the 
evening. 
   The dais was filled by Minister Kim 
Hassel (Kingdom Christian Cultural 
Center - KCCC), Kenneth Capolino, 
owner of the Glenwood Power 
Station facility, Capt. Sal DiMaggio, 
Yonkers Police Department 4th 
Precinct, Yonkers Councilwoman 
Patricia McDow (District 1), James 
Bostic, Executive Director of the 
Nepperhan Community Center 
(NCC), Reverend James Hassel 
(KCCC), Christopher Johnson, aide 
to New York State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, and Deirdre 
Hoare, community activist and 
applicant to landmark the Glenwood 
Power Station facility 3 years ago. 
Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick and Councilwoman 
Joan Gronowski (District 3) were 
the elected officials in attendance 

Yonkers West Siders Angry!
among a crowd of approximately 
100 people.
   The sentiment that the 
Glenwood Power Station 
facility was “representative 
of everything bad to o u r 
children,” said Pastor Hassel is a 
given. “We want it torn down and 
rebuilt.”
   “I have heard many horror stories 
from our children… where our 
daughters have been raped… and 
our boys beaten,” said Minister 
Hassel.
   “I believe in adaptive re-use,” 
said Lesnick. “It would cost over 
$3 million to demolish the facility, 
and years to complete.”
   Gronowski couched her 
perspective as possibly contrary 
to the sentiment of those gathered 
when she said, “What do we say 
to our children if we tear down a 
building simply because something 
occurred there that was terrible?”
   McDow followed by saying, “I 
make no decision without input 
from the community. I got a call 
from Rev. Hassel and James Bostic 
that advised me…” McDow was 
referring to the alleged use of the 
Glenwood Power Station facility 
by young people from within 
Yonkers, Westchester County, and 

The Bronx, who are gang members 
who have come to call the site, 
“The Gates of Hell.” It is at “The 
Gates of Hell” that girls are said 
to have been raped as part of the 
initiation and acceptance into the 
“family” and lifestyle of a specific 
gang. Similarly, boys are alleged to 
have been whooped within an edge 
of their life to abide by the protocol 
demanded for their induction into 
a gang. Within the ‘hood, it is said 
that there have been as many as 300 
people who gathered at “The Gates 
of Hell” to partake in these rituals 
at any one time and that so far, over 
3,000 had partaken in an initiation 
ritual. Also, gangs that exact control 
over specific neighborhoods (turf), 
who regard one another with caution 
and rivalry, have individually used 
“The Gates of Hell” in private, that 
is, without stepping on their rivals’ 
time slot by ascertaining that a rival 
gang was not slated to be there when 
they would have their initiation. 
Evidence of time management 
skills heretofore unknown. 

see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

Mayor Maxime Bono
City of La Rochelle

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Mayor 
Maxime Bono of La Rochelle, 
France, will visit the 
City of New Rochelle 
on June 26-28. The 
historic visit, the first 
by a La Rochelle 
mayor in two 
decades, will center 
on building Sister 
City contacts and 
setting mutual goals. 
The City of New 
Rochelle was founded 
by Huguenots from 
La Rochelle and has 
reactivated its ties 
with La Rochelle through the efforts 
of a renewed Sister City Committee 
initiative in 2006. 
   Mayor Bono will arrive in New 
Rochelle on June 26 from Quebec, 
Canada, after participating in 

Mayor of La Rochelle, 
France to Visit New 
Rochelle, New York

Visit Will Explore Patrimony, Strengthen 
Sister City Links

the province’s 400th anniversary 
celebration of settlement by Samuel 

de Champlain, a La 
Rochelle native. 
   During his 
brief visit to New 
Rochelle, Mayor 
Bono will discuss the 
sister links between 
New Rochelle and 
La Rochelle, learn 
the patrimony, and 
visit historical sites, 
including Trinity-
St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Huguenot 
cemeteries, Paine 

Cottage and the Huguenot 
monument at Hudson Park. Trinity-
St. Paul’s Church and the City of 
New Rochelle both celebrate their 

YONKERS, NY -- John Murtagh 
issued the following statement on 
the need for a property tax cap:
“I strongly support 
the property tax 
cap proposed by 
the New York 
State Property Tax 
Commission.  A cap 
is needed to ensure 
property taxpayers 
get genuine relief, 
rather than getting 
s h o r t - c h a n g e d 
by local school 
districts that spend 
all their state aid.  
That inevitably 
forces tax hikes.”
    “Governor 
George E. Pataki’s original STAR 
program proposal in 1997 included 
a tax cap. But the Legislature, under 
tremendous pressure from unions, 
did not approve this part of the 

John Murtagh  
“Strongly Supports” 

Property Tax Cap
STAR program and instead made 
amendments to the school district 
budget voting process.”

   “Removing the 
tax cap was a 
major mistake.  If 
the tax cap had 
been enacted into 
law eleven years 
ago, our punishing 
property taxes 
would not be 
an urgent issue 
today.”
   “Unfortunately, 
Senator Stewart-
Cousins and her 
fellow Democrats 
continue to 
do nothing to 

address the crushing property tax 
burden shouldered by New York’s 
homeowners.  It’s an outrage.” 

   First I’d like to thank Mayor 
Young and his administration 
for the continued support of 
this City’s Police Department.  
   Secondly, I’d like to thank the 
proud men and women of the Mount 
Vernon Police Department for your 
commitment to serve the residents 
of this city within our model of 

Mount Vernon Mounted 
Police Unit

By David Chong
Mount Vernon Police Commissioner

Courage, Service and Integrity, 
and a special shout out to Deputy 
Chief John Roland and Westchester 
Intelligence Director and retired 
Captain Robert Kelly, you both 
worked on this project for two 
long years and got us grant funding 
to help with the start-up costs. 

(L to R): Matthew McCrosson, Father of the Year Chair (FOTY), 
Honorees: John E. Ritacco, Pres. & CEO, Community Mutual Savings 
Bank, John R. Spicer, Pres. & CEO, Sound Shore Health System, Inc., 

Rodney J. Reynolds, Founder & Publisher, American Legacy Magazine,  
Alfred E. Donnellan, Esq., Managing Partner, DelBello Donnellan 

Weingarten Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP,
and Kevin J. Plunkett, Esq., FOTY Co-Chair.

Westchester County 
Father of the Year 
Award Recipients

Let’s say you have $85,000 to 
$90,000 to blow on a luxury car, but 
conflicting ideas as to exactly what 
kind of wheels you want.
   Presumably, at that point in your 
life, you are old enough to have a 
real appreciation for luxury and 
comforts, but not so old that you no 
longer can get an adrenaline rush 
from the kind of powered takeoff 
that rocks you deep back into your 
seat as the car rockets well into 
triple digits.
   The kids may be gone and you 
long for a sports car to take you 

Shifting Gears:  
Two for the Money -  

The Performance Cats
By Roger Witherspoon

and your partner wherever you 
want. But then, the children and the 
grandkids may return, and you need 
a bit of family room in a working 
rear seat.
   If you fall into one of those 
profiles, you might want to take a 
look at two offerings from Jaguar – 
the XK sports car, and the powered, 
supercharged, XJR sedan – and 
then ride off into the sunset.
  For the sports minded type, there is 
the XK, with the long, sloping, low 
silhouette and the round, tapered 

Dear EarthTalk: In renovating 
a vacation cabin, I discovered 
carpenter ants working their way 
through the walls. Is there any way 
to responsibly get rid of the pests 
without using noxious chemicals 
that could potentially harm my 
family?   -- Curran Clark, Lummi 
Island, WA 

   Carpenter ants may seem small 
and look harmless, but they can do 
serious damage to anything wooden 
in your home, including not only 
furniture but also the very framing 
and walls that hold up the house. 
If you are seeing a lot of ants or 
small piles of sawdust-like material 
in random spots in or around your 
home, you are most likely suffering 

EarthTalk 
From the Editors of E/The 
Environmental Magazine

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY -- A 
farmer is the heart to the operation 
of any farm.  As of this spring, 
Hilltop Hanover, the county-owned 
agricultural and 
environmental 
education center, 
has a new one.  
   Mary Ellen 
S h e e h a n , 
formerly of 
Acworth, New 
H a m p s h i r e , 
comes to the farm 
with some lofty 
goals.  Top on her 
list: offering hands-on educational 
opportunities for children and adults 
and providing healthy food options 
for the residents of the county.  
She hopes to give some of the 
vegetables grown on the eight acres 
of Hilltop’s crops to communities 
that have limited access to fresh 
produce. In addition, she developed 
the Farm @ Home garden, a place 
where families can learn how to 

Fresh Harvest for 
Hilltop Hanover Farm 

… a Farmer
grow fresh produce in their own 
backyards, patios and decks.  
   Sheehan’s overall approach: 
sustainability.

   “The concept 
of sustainable 
farming is really 
quite simple: 
keep costs low, 
protect the 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
and grow 
healthy crops,” 
Sheehan said. 
“ S u s t a i n a b l e 
farming is more 

than a set of idealistic principles, 
it’s a way to show people that they 
can grow healthy and delicious food 
and still care for our environment.”
   Sheehan uses and demonstrates 
sustainable practices at Hilltop 
such as composting, crop rotations 
to replenish soil nutrients, and 
biological diversity in the fields to 
ward off pests and disease.
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Like Klockwork

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

   Attempting to demarcate the tenor 
of the evening, Rev. Hassel said, 
“We didn’t come to convince; we 
came to demand, and if you don’t 
understand, we understand!” said 
Rev. Hassel.
   It was from that moment 
onward, that the black / white 
societal divide became prominent. 
The schism between black and 
white has been and continues 
to be exacerbated by the insular 
conduct of the community, as is 
the norm throughout the disparate 
communities within Yonkers. 
Whatever happens in the Nepperhan 
Community Center - NCC, among 
other venues, are indicative of what 
is discussed there, but it doesn’t go 
beyond the walls of the NCC, which 
promotes the ghetto mentality 
which perpetuatess a feeling of 
being shunned, being dismissed, 
and shown little or no respect.
   The fear that the two stacks that 
define the Glenwood Power Station 
facility by protruding into the sky 
are reminders of the pain and a 
are a visual magnet to “the blood  
of our children” spilled for some. 
The facility has yet to be secured, 
despite erroneous reports by News 
12 Westchester that they have been. 

Yonkers West Siders Angry!
Capolino claiming the facility was 
secure said that if anyone finds a 
security lapse, they should call 914-
946-3362. Despite his assertions, 
his property is not secure. There 
is a gaping “entrance” easily 
recognizable  from the Hudson 
River side that would require a $2 
million investment to be secured.
   “We don’t want to look out our 
window to be reminded of where 
our daughters have been raped, 
our daughters, Our daughters,” 
emphasized Bostic. “We say tear it 
down.”
   When Rev. Richard Thomas 
of the Messiah Baptist Church 
spoke, he said “It’s time to stop 
running. I think the biggest gangs 
are at City Hall! This government 
is determined that not a single 
African-American is left on the 
West Side. It’s time for us to march. 
They don care about our children. 
We can’t blame the government; 
we need to take a stand. We’re not 
going to run this time.”
   Kevin Anderson said, “If we don’t 
really want to tear that building 
down, we should do something; 
something like New Roc City in 
New Rochelle; more picnic areas… 
My brother and I are willing to 

invest $500,000 in the area.” When 
Anderson realized the sentiment 
in the room was to demolish the 
building and build from the ground 
up later that evening, he walked 
out.
   The discussion created a cathartic 
undercurrent that publicly revealed 
the anguish and often irreconcilable 
pain born of having been raped 
by many within the audience. 
Living with the memory of being 
raped and/or molested becomes an 
integral aspect of any individual 
who has been violated. Time does 
not remove the memory or heal its 
enduring pain. Marcella Hussein, 
a Bronx resident with family in 
Yonkers related how “I was raped 
at nine, and I’m still trying to heal 
35 years later.”

   Shivaun, a resident of 1 Glenwood 
said, “I am offended that the 
Glenwood Station has been labeled 
‘The Gates of Hell.’ I don’t want to 
breathe the toxic element when the 
building is torn down. Maybe it’s 
time we all got together to arrive at 
a solution for all of us. We have to 
stop fighting one another.” 
   Maureen Sullivan, a homeowner, 
and mother of three children has 

instilled a value system and moral 
compass in them said, “The City of 
Yonkers could care less about our 
children!”
   Another mother said, “My 
daughter can get into “the Gates of 
Hell” but she doesn’t because she 
fears God and me!” She continued 
to admonish Capolino by saying, 
“You have blood on your hands. 
There’s a noose in here; not for 
hanging, but for training.”
   YPD Precinct Caprtain Sal 
DiMaggio said, “ Girls ‘sexed in,’ 
and ‘boys whooped!’in is what 
has been alleged, yet there is no 
evidence of it. YPD considers rape 
and assault very seriously.”
    Sheffield, a gentleman from the 
audience said, “How do we get to 
address both the gang issue and 
“The Gates of Hell” building? This 
is not about begging; if God wants 
it (the Glenwood Power Station 
facility – “The Gates of Hell” 
building) down, it will be down. $3 
million investment for our children 
is all.” 
   Another person said, “The City is 
not vested in our children!”
   Roberta Robinson, in sharing her 
history of pain said, “We have to 
make a difference. The developers 

Studying the Abolition of 
County Government

   The recently created committee 
to study the abolition of county 
government has it backwards. 
Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner 
and former unsuccessful candidate 
for County Executive Rob Astorino 
(he lost in a 2 to 1 landslide) must 
know better. Both served as County 
Legislators. They know what 
county government does. It cannot 
be replaced by local government. 
   Rising real property taxes 
has been a serious concern of 
serious people for decades. The 
overwhelming majority of experts 
who have studied the issue 
nearly always come to the same 
conclusion: You cut real property 
taxes by consolidating school 
districts which are the principal 
consumers of property taxes, or 
you either eliminate or consolidate 
local municipal services, or give 
more responsibility to county 
government. No serious person 
can expect any town or village 
to take over the operation of the 
county jail, the District Attorney,  
the County Clerk, the police or 
fire academy, the county coroner, 
protection of the public health, the 
county parkways, the transportation 
system or the airport, the county’s 
social welfare responsibilities 
to the homeless or helpless, to 
name just a few obvious pieces of 
county government. Just look at the 
county government website or the 
list of county offices in the phone 

Letters to the Editor
directory and consider which if 
any of these public responsibilities 
should best be taken over by the 
towns or villages, or how many of 
these services can be absorbed by 
any of our hard-pressed cities. 
   Look at the thirteen school 
budgets just approved throughout 
Westchester County communities 
and see that only three of the tax 
increases approved by the local 
voters were within the limits of 
actual cost of living increases. Ten 
of this year’s school budgets (the 
principal tax imposed on people 
in Westchester) were two or three 
times the rate of inflation. Most of 
the village and town tax increases in 
recent years also exceeded the rate 
of inflation. Clearly, elimination 
of county government is not the 
answer.  
   Seventy-five years ago, on 
February 29, 1932, Governor 
Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed 
the issue in a radio address to the 
people of New York. It was a 
subject he addressed throughout his 
four years as Governor. Roosevelt 
said:
   “I have often described the 
fact that our local government 
machinery is practically the same 
as when it was first set up under 
the auspices of the Duke of York 
250 years ago. … It is, of course, 
a simple fact that reorganization 
of local government means the 
abolishing or elimination of a good 
many political jobs. And, it means 
also getting better trained people for 
work that requires special training. 
These two facts no doubt account 

in large part for the unwillingness 
of legislative leaders to do anything 
to change existing local political 
or government machinery. … 
Nevertheless, very large savings 
in expenditures can be made by 
putting the business management 
of all these essentials on a more 
economical basis, chiefly by the 
method of making consolidations 
and changes in the structure of local 
government itself.” 
   Just last month, the New York State 
Commission on Local Government 
Efficiency and Completeness 
released the most recent study 
on the subject. This commission, 
comprised of serious people, 
concluded — just as numerous 
distinguished good government 
study groups and experts had 
concluded over the years since 
Governor Roosevelt’s plea — that 
elimination of village government 
or meaningful consolidation of 
services rendered at the village and 
town level, or consolidation of local 
school districts, was the appropriate 
way to cut property taxes. This 
Commission’s long list of detailed 
recommendations deserves attention 
from every level of government. 
Feiner’s own Town of Greenburgh 
encompasses seven incorporated 
villages — each with its own library, 
assessor, sanitation department, 
village hall, justice court and police 
department — all of which could 
easily be incorporated into the town 
government and achieve enormous 
savings. So too could these seven 
school districts be combined if we 
are serious about saving property 

taxes.  But, the Town Supervisor 
is not about to support such drastic 
action tantamount to political 
suicide. 
   I am not advocating elimination of 
local government because, like most, 
but not all, people who live in the 
various villages, towns and school 
districts of Westchester County, I 
prefer it the way it is — which is why 
all these localities continue to exist. 
The honest question is whether or 
not the intimacy and convenience 
of having very local government 
and school administration closest 
to the residents is worth the much 
higher taxes we have to pay for 
the privilege.  The answer to this 
question requires straight talk that 
Feiner and Astorino are avoiding.  
   Those who are honestly concerned 
about their rising property taxes need 
to understand that in today’s world 
— just as it was 75 years ago — 
their local municipal governments 
and their locally controlled school 
districts are a luxury that we have 
come to enjoy — and then decide if 
we really want to continue to do so 
and at what cost. 
   I suspect that what is politically 
achievable lies in between — that 
some consolidation is in the offing so 
we need to consider knowledgeably 
the extent of consolidation we want 
and we can accept — and discover 
how much we are willing to pay to 
keep it the way it is. 

Matthew L. Lifflander
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY
The writer served as a legal adviser 
to NY Governor Averell Harriman. 

don’t care about us… We need to 
be involved with regard to our kids, 
gangs, police. We have got to come 
together. We cannot let ‘them’ take 
it from us. Life goes on.”
   The evening was telling. It exposed 
the ghetto mentality of individual 
neighborhoods who imposed or 
were caused to me marginalized by 
their not reaching out to the greater 
part of the city by a non-responsive 
media, government, and elected 
officials. Leadership and direction 
was lacking, and purpose and 
goals were dismissed from within 
to garner personal power devoid 
of concern for the public concern 
and/or good. The paradigm of being 
dismissed, shunned, and lied to has 
worked under a divide and conquer 
concept that has divided a city that 
must work together to the benefit 
of self and one another. It can only 
work if the backroom deals are 
written in legal contractual form 
for public consumption prior to 
votes and authorization by any 
body of government. To do less is 
simply not good enough. At issue 
now is who will lead the way? Who 
will cause the pain to subside, and 
when will be speak the truth to one 
another?

   A saccharine sweetieface 
spokeswoman on TV assures 
me many times each day that 
all I need is a clear view of the 
Southern sky in order to have, via 
satellite, unfailing access to the 
Internet, implicitly comparable 
to the dazzling speed of the DSL 
I enjoy under the same Southern 
sky at my winter home in Florida. 
   However, although my summer 
home in New Hampshire is open 
in that direction and unobstructed 
by smoke, smog, smoke or any 
barrier more formidable than 
an occasional fllock of geese, 
such luxury is unavailable to 
me from June through October. 
   This is only a problem during 
the several months when I’m 
engaged in my annual study of a 
lifestyle free of the searing heat 
and hurricane hazard of Dixieland. 
(There I’m hard-wired to the ‘net 
and have nearly instant access 
to www.younameitandyougotit.) 
   Up here in the beautiful boonies, 
my send-and-receive service is 
bounced off a sedan-sized satellite 
in stationary orbit more than 22,000 
miles above my roof-mounted 
whatchamacallit on Golden Pond. 
   These two apparatuses are 
theoretically designed to be in 
an intimate and uninterrupted 
contact akin to that of  Peeping 
Toms or TV-watching teens. 
   When they function efficiently, 
they are blessings of great value 
(also true of the aforementioned 
teen-types) but they tend to be erratic 
in this-here mountainous outpost. 

My Queer Views Of The Southern Sky
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

   The latter erratum was my lot when, 
recently, my earth-to-space linkage 
started responding with speeds 
unpredictably varying from that of 
a genuflection to something more 
like the flow of day-old oatmeal, 
whence commenced the events 
to be memorialized hereinafter. 
   The non-fun began with 
connection, via a misnomered 
“help” line, with a barely post-
pubescent “technician” with a first 
name (only) obviously plucked 
from a Hollywood fan magazine, 
sporting an accent you couldn’t cut 
through with a surgeon’s scalpel 
and a home base, I surmised, 
in rural Catchascatchcaniswan. 
I think he called himself Brad, 
but I didn’t picture sandy 
hair and soulful blue eyes.  
   It was clear that he knew 
little, if anything, beyond the 
pre-planted instructions on his 
monitor; but guided by this agenda, 
he hosted and foisted on me a 
highly complex and expanded 
variation of Twenty Questions. 
   That led me through a jungle 
of keystroked secret codes, cord 
trackings, hoop-jumpings, frequent 
reboots,  countless repetitions 
of “say again, please” and serial 
crossings of bridges to nowhere 
(“Now, Joe, I’d like you to type the 
word nuthouse and hit ENTER.”). It 
was an hours-long safari calculated 
to cross the eyes of an MIT MBA. 
   Through it all, Shri Brad was 
impeccably polite and infinitely 
patient, but his ultimate conclusion 
(also preprinted, I’ll wager, on that 

monitor) was that his company’s 
orbiter was guiltless and that I 
needed the services of a certified 
American technician to check out 
the roofstuff and the modem (now 
inconveniently out of warranty I 
had bought from his company). 
   This was to cost a minimum of one 
hundred simoleons, plus hourage 
on the job and, I guessed, travel 
time to and from a town more than 
sixty miles away as the crow drives.  
   Brad promised that we’d hear 
from this unnamed homeboy 
within two to five business days 
(wow...talk about SERVICE!) 
   To make a long story longer, 
enter Tom (his real name, by the 
way), the neighbor just down the 
road a piece, who had installed 
the whole rig some time ago. 
   In response to my heart-rending 
sobs, he promised to come by the 
very next morning, which he did. 
Moreover, within an hour and for a 
relatively mere 65 bucks, he had that 
whole rig working with the efficiency 
of a brand-new Rolex or a mid-level 

bureaucrat under threat of firing. 
   As Tom explained it, that thingie 
on the roof had been blown off 
kilter by less than a sixteenth 
of an inch, which translates to a 
major miscommunication with its 
correspondent way out in space. 
   Although I hopefully assume 
that big business has outsourcery 
under control, I have increasing 
trouble ignoring that sucking sound 
of lost business predicted by Ross 
Watzizname, while the quality 
of consumer service deteriorates, 
employment opportunities go 
abroad and our unemployment rates 
creep up like cheap underwear. 
   All I needed was a clear view 
of the Southern sky? To borrow 
another catch phrase from the TV 
pitchwoman, “Don’t you believe it!” 
   What I needed was the Yankee 
know-how that we traded away for 
a transcontinental quiz show and 
hours of gut-wrenching frustration. 
   What I got was a cheap substitute 
that really sucked.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers in 

Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.
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Weir Only Human

   Now that an African-American 
has achieved the nomination for 
president by a major political 
party, are we ready to come to the 
conclusion that Affirmative Action 
(AA) has worked; therefore, it is no 
longer necessary? In 1961, President 
Kennedy signed an executive order 
instructing federal contractors to 
take “affirmative action” to ensure 
against discrimination. Three years 
later, President Johnson signed the 
Civil Rights Act which prohibited 
race-based discrimination by large 
employers, public or private. In doing 
so he created the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC), 
which became the driving force in 
AA policies. Soon, the policy was 
expanded to include other minorities 
and women, mandating that they 
receive favored treatment in hiring 
and promotions. Since then there 
have been several Supreme Court 
rulings and presidential assertions 
about the use of quotas in hiring 

Weir Only Human: Has Affirmative Action Run its Course? 
By Bob Weir

and in acceptance to educational 
institutions. 
   Anyone who has been around for 
the last few decades has witnessed 
a sea change in attitudes by whites 
toward blacks. And, anyone aware 
of recent history knows that the 
days of “white only” and “colored 
only” water fountains, segregated 
schools and sitting in the back of the 
bus are ugly memories of hypocrisy 
for a country that proudly touted 
its freedom and the Constitution 
that guaranteed it. In addition, 
the women’s movement has 
successfully changed attitudes in 
the marketplace and in the political 
arena. Undoubtedly, the country 
needed a balancing of the scales if 
those disadvantaged groups were 
ever to be competitive with their 
more privileged counterparts. The 
question that many are now asking 
is; how much more evidence is 
needed to end a policy that uses 
discrimination to, ostensibly, end 

discrimination? 
   A few decades 
ago, the idea 
of a black man 
or a woman 
being seriously 
considered for 
president was 
unfathomable 
to most voters. 
After the recent tug of war between 
Senators Obama and Clinton, 
illustrating record turnouts for a 
Primary election, it seems evident 
that this generation is more 
enlightened than its predecessors. 
Whether Obama is ultimately 
elected, one thing is certain, the 
number of whites who have cast 
their ballots for him proves that, for 
most voters, color is not a negative 
aspect of their decision. In fact, for 
many voters, both black and white, 
Obama’s blackness may have been 
the most significant reason for their 
choice. Moreover, if he is elected, 

how could we 
continue to use 
a policy that 
appears to refute 
and disregard 
the progress 
made by blacks 
since 1961? 
Imagine having 
an African-

American lead the most powerful 
nation on earth for the next 8 years, 
while some qualified whites are 
being denied promotions in favor 
of less qualified blacks. 
   Furthermore, the very idea of 
continuing a policy which drives 
home the message that blacks can’t 
make it in this country without 
racial quotas and preferences makes 
a mockery of, not only Obama’s 
political success, but of every black 
person’s efforts to reach their goals 
without the stigma of having done 
so only because the government 
gave them an unfair advantage. To 

say that some prejudice still exists 
is to say that the sun still rises in the 
east. “Some” prejudice will always 
exist, but as long as it is relegated to 
a narrow-minded coterie of ignorant 
malcontents and not identified with 
the overwhelming majority of 
decent people, it shouldn’t be used 
to justify what is merely another 
form of discrimination. If blacks 
are ever to be viewed as equals, the 
perception of them as needy must 
change. Inasmuch as the senator 
has mesmerized a sizable portion of 
a nation with his eloquent oratory 
about “change,” why not begin that 
change by proclaiming that AA 
had its intended effect and is now 
as much a relic of the past as those 
“Negroes need not apply” signs that 
stood in the windows of retail stores 
in the old South? 
   Yet, many blacks are reluctant to 
relinquish the boost they get from 
AA because it cuts down on the 
competition, which is certainly 

an advantage that we’d all like to 
have. But when that advantage 
saddles them with the image that 
they are incapable of succeeding 
against whites, even though the 
playing field has been leveled, the 
myth of inferiority will persist. 
Then the question will be; how 
many African-American presidents, 
senators, governors and billionaires 
will it take to cause a psychological 
shift among blacks toward less 
dependence on government? 
Obama’s ascendancy makes it 
abundantly clear that Martin Luther 
King’s “dream” has been realized. 
Perhaps it‘s time for Obama to say, 
“Ending Affirmative Action is a 
change we can believe in.”  

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune and 

Westchester Times Tribune.  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

YONKERS, NY -
- The next meeting 
of the Grinton 
I. Will Library 
“Will’s Best 
Books” club will 
be Monday, July 
7, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Story Room.  
Join moderator 
John Connell 
in a discussion 
of Death Of A 
Salesman by 
Arthur Miller.  
Will’s Best 
Books meets on 
the first Monday 
of each month.  
Registration is 
encouraged and 
appreciated, but 
patrons are free 
to attend any 
or all meetings.  
There is no fee 
for membership or 
attendance.  
Grinton I. Will 
Branch, located at 1500 Central 
Park Avenue, is handicapped 
accessible.  

YONKERS, NY -- The next meeting 
of the Riverfront Book Club will be 
Wednesday, July 2, at 12:00 Noon 
in the Community Room.  Join 
Librarian Jody Maier in a discussion 
of Water for Elephants by Sara 
Gruen.  The Riverfront Book Club 
meets on the first Wednesday of 
each month.  Refreshments will be 
served.  
   Riverfront Library, located at 
One Larkin Center, is handicapped 
accessible.  Free parking is available 
for three hours in the nearby Buena 
Vista Parking Garage.
      
For more information, contact Jody 
Maier at 914-337-1500 ext. 461.

Will’s Best Books Club to 
Meet at Yonkers Library

YPL’s 
Riverfront 
Book Club 
Announces 

July 
Meeting

      
For more information, contact John 
Connell at 914-337-1500,  ext. 
315.

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Music and fun! Mark your 
calendars! 
The Yorktown Lions Club and 
Yorktown Parks & Recreation will 
host the annual summer free concert 
series on six Sunday evenings at 
the Gazebo on Veterans Road in 
Yorktown. All concerts begin at 6 
pm – rain or shine. (In case of bad 
weather, shows will take place in 
the Yorktown Stage.) The music 
schedule is June 29 - Tribute Band 
Almost Queen, July 13 - Celtic 
Cross, July 27 - The New Jay 
and the Americans, August 10 - 
Garth Brooks Tribute, August 17 
- Fallout, August 24 - Tom Petty 
and the Heartbreakers Tribute and 
September 7 - Jay Siegel and the 
Tokens. During the intermission 
of the June 29th concert, the Town 
of Yorktown will be holding an 
official opening of the newly 
renovated park area at the Jack 
DeVito Veteran’s Memorial Field 
and Track. The ceremony will 
begin at approximately 6:45 pm as 
the Yorktown Lions Club and the 
DeVito Foundation are honored 
for their work on this project. 
Yorktown resident Al Landzberg, 
who is the artist and creator of the 
‘Big Sky’ metal sculpture, will also 

be recognized.  

A Work of Art - Reggae on the Lake   
Award-winning song writer, 
singer and Yorktown resident, 
Art Halperin and his band “Work 
of Art”, are releasing a new CD 
called “Waves”. [They received 
rave reviews on their last two CDs 
‘Simplicity’ and ‘Lift’.] A special 
“Waves” CD release party and 
performance will be held at the 
Dockside Pub, 825 South Lake 
Blvd in Mahopac on Saturday July 
5 at 9:30pm and all ticket holders 
will receive a free CD. For more 
“Work of Art”, the band will also be 
performing every Thursday evening 
by the water at Dockside, starting 
on July 3 at 7pm, where they will 
be playing their ‘acoustic reggae 
show’. For info, advance tickets 

and reservations: 845 621-0057 and 
www.workofartmusic.com.  

Two Guitars – Two Guys
Owner of Putnam Music Center, 
Gus Wieland is also half of an 
acoustic jazz crossover duet called 
Two Guitars, along with Brian 
Conigliaro. They are both versatile 
musicians and have played with 
many artists including The Turtles, 
Lou Rawls, Chubby Checker, Leslie 
Gore, Ray Charles, Snoop Dogg 
(believe it or not!) and others. Their 
duets include many acoustic exotic 
arrangements of well-known songs 
as well as originals and obscure 
nuggets. Two Guitars will be next 
performing on Saturday June 28 
at 7pm at the Northwood Inn in 
Mahopac. Putnam Music Center is 
located at 609 Route 6 in Mahopac. 
Info: 845 621-2626 and www.
twoguitarsnow.com.  

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc.
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Noted 
wine expert, W. R. Tish, will host a 
wine tasting on Thursday, July 17, 
from 5:00-7:00 PM at The Wartburg 
Adult Care Community.  The 
tasting will allow participants to 
experience a wide range of wines, 
of diverse groupings and origins, in 
order to help people find the wines 
that best suit their tastes.
   Tish is the former editor of Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine and sole 
proprietor of Wine For All, a firm 
specializing in the development 
of custom wine events.  He has 
served as a regular instructor at 
the Institute of Culinary Education 
in New York City and has written 
for numerous publications, such as 
William-Sonoma Taste, In Style, 
and Details. 
   Admission to the Wine Tasting 
is free.  It will take place in the 
Berkemeier Auditorium on the 
campus of The Wartburg, which 
is located off Exit 12 of the 
Hutchinson River Parkway near 
the Pelham/Mount Vernon border.  
Detailed directions can be found at 
www.thewartburg.org 

W. R. Tish to Host Wine 
Tasting at The Wartburg

   The festivities will celebrate the 
21st anniversary of Club Wartburg 
Adult Day Services and will include 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony to unveil 
their new sensory room.    
RSVP to Donna Sangi-Vallario by 
Friday, July 11, at 914.513.5472 or 
dvallario@thewartburg.org  
   Upcoming at the Wartburg: Save 
the date and join them for a Classic 
American Car show on Sunday, 
August 3, from 10 AM to 3 PM, 
(rain date is Sunday, August 10).  
Relive America’s romance with cars 
of the 1930’s through the 1980’s.  
Free admission. Live music. For 
those wishing to show a car, there 
will be a $10 entry fee.   
    The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community is a not-for-profit 
Lutheran ministry, serving people 
of all faiths with residential options 
and health-related services for older 
adults and their families. 

Directions to the Wartburg campus 
can be found at www.thewartburg.
org.

   I must also thank Sheriff 
James Kralik, Sgt. Kim Saucier, 
Deputy and all his dedicated 
officers of the Rockland County 
Police Department for their 
valuable training and patience.  
We will make you guys proud.  
   Finally, I’d like to thank the 
members of the Mount Vernon 
Police Foundation, as private 
citizens, your hard work and 
generosity has enabled myself 
and this Department to obtain 
resources for the betterment of 
all residents of this city with no 
burden to the average taxpayer.  
   The Police Foundations generosity 
and hard work has enabled the 
Mount Vernon Police Department 
to start up it’s highly successful 
canine unit, purchased bicycles 
for our newly expanded bicycle 
unit, provided needed radios for 
our narcotics unit, computers for 
our training, community affairs, 
and detective divisions, a trailer 
for our motorcycle patrol unit, 

Mount Vernon Mounted Police Unit
and our horses, maintenance, 
and trailer for the latest unit to 
be introduced in Mount Vernon, 
our Mounted Police Unit. 
   And of course a special thanks 
to my own Deputy Commissioner 
Reginald Ward.  Reggie you have 
provided much guidance to this 
Foundation and insured that it 
would be nothing but successful.  
   One of Mayor Young’s first 
priorities to me was to put the cop 
back in the community.  With our 
existing resources, the best way was 
to have a mounted patrol unit along 
with an expanded bicycle unit, high 
visibility patrols by the motorcycle 
units, and foot and canine patrols 
during high concentration hours 
and whenever the department had 
available resources.  The final phase, 
the mounted patrol is now in place 
and all these programs will be going 
forward as the summer arrives. 
   Mounted patrols have been 
successful in reducing crime and 
increasing positive community 

relations wherever they have been 
deployed.  They take the place 
of ten, foot officers, in crowd 
control situations, and can be 
seen for blocks while foot patrols 
tend to blend into the streetscape.  
They are a valuable tool to any 
police department and this will 

be the first time ever that Mount 
Vernon will have mounted patrols. 
   The Department is very excited 
to have this new tool in its arsenal; 
the three Mounted Officers have 
undergone approximately 6 months 
of intensive training.  Please join 
me in wishing them much success.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
New Rochelle City Council zoning 
hearings for housing proposals on 
June 10 and 17 attracted a large 
number of speakers.  It was the 
hearing on June 10 on the proposed 
senior housing on Kress Avenue 
that had a long list of speakers both 
in favor and opposed to the project.  
Shiloh Baptist Church had requested 
a rezoning of two plots of land for a 
five story building with 40 senior 
apartments and l9 parking spaces.  
Reverend DeQuincy M. Hentz, 
pastor of Shiloh Baptist, stated 
seniors need affordable housing.  He 
cited a long list of seniors waiting 
for housing.  Various speakers 
that were in favor of the rezoning 
cited reasons such as, it would not 
degrade the community and that the 
building was in character with the 
neighborhood.  Several commented 
that seniors do not have cars and, 
therefore, the l9 parking spaces 
were justified.   This was disputed 
by people who knew older people 
who do drive. Questions were posed 
about the small plot of land for 
this project and whether Council’s 
approval of it would set a pattern 
for future development in this area.
   One real estate broker, Doris 
Clarke, opposed the high density of 
the project because of the negative 
impact on the neighborhood.  While 
emphasizing she was not insensitive 
to the elderly, she was concerned 
about the way the building 
would impact the quality of life 
there.  With only 19 parking spaces, 
she asked, “where are the people 

City Council Spot-Zoning New 
Rochelle for Housing

By Peggy Godfrey

going to park?  They will spill into 
the side streets.”  She continued, 
“This is a necessary project but it 
is in the wrong place.” She owns 
property which faces this proposed 
building and there is a 71 year old 
apartment building on the corner 
of Webster and Kress that must use 
street parking.  A resident of 501 
Webster Avenue also claimed he 
can’t get out of his driveway now 
because of the traffic.  
   The recent downzoning of the 
area by the City Council which 
would allow only two two-family 
homes on this site was cited along 
with the spot zoning aspects of 
this legislation.  This rezoning 
was also felt to be a misuse of the 
proposed  floating zone.  On June 
17 the City Council voted 5-2 to 
approve this, Republican Council 
members Lou Trangucci and 
Richard St. Paul voting against it.
   The hearing on  the Bethesda 
Baptist Church for a mixed-
use ten story building with 93 
condominiums and 175 parking 
spaces and 12,500 square feet of 
retail had many of the same concerns 
expressed.  Michael Brown, a 

former Mayoral candidate, felt the 
project would bring in revenue as 
well as retail dollars.  It has parking, 
he said.  David Lacher, Council for 
the development team stated “we 
can build a better neighborhood” 
and said $44 million could be spent 
in District 3.  
   Mary Ann Swanson  cited the 
2004 plans of the city to make a 
“more compatible neighborhood 
scale” for the nearby Hartley 
Houses. She cited Mayor Bramson 
who talked about the high number 
of drug arrests in the area and the 
Director of Development who said 
the four existing housing towers 
would be removed and changed 
to three story townhouse units. No 
action was taken on this rezoning 
proposal.
   Mr. Brown also spoke at the Pelham 
Road hearing which would change 
height limitations for 75 apartments 
for people age 55 and older for J.C. 
Acquisition Corp.  This site had 
been spot zoned originally for six 
stories and in l993 was spot zoned 
for 12 stories.  This zoning allowed 
for 7 stories.  Brown stated he was 
“opposed to the zoning because it 
was too much density for the area” 
and Pelham Road is so congested 
now that driving on it is like being 
near the “Wall of China.”  But this 
zoning change was also approved 
on June 17, 2008.

   The June 17, 2008, Rules 
Committee had a task of nineteen 
issues before it as part of its agenda 
last night. One of the issues to be 
considered was item nine. Item 
nine was a resolution, “authorizing 
the City of Yonkers to submit 
an application and enter into an 
Intermunicipal Agreement for a 
Housing Implementation Fund 
Grant from Westchester County 
in support of Broadway View 
Affordable Housing Development 
located at 303 South Broadway.”  
When queried by a councilmember 
(and I admit I don’t remember who 
that person was, though I believe 
it was a male voice speaking), as 
to how many parking spots were 
part of this development project, 
the applicant responded by saying 
something to the affect that there 
were 86 spots plus a commercial 
component of more parking spots. 
As I was losing my cool internally 
while dwelling over the applicant’s 
response, I blurted out “How many 
total parking spots?” from across 
the room to the applicant.   It was 
only then, that I realized that I was 
speaking over a verbal presentation 
being made by Majority Leader 
Sandy Annabi to the Rules 
Committee. At that very moment, it 
became evident that the room had 
been stilled by my tone of voice and 
everyone was riveted at hearing the 
response from the applicant. The 
applicant, hemmed and hawed, 
said he didn’t have his notes with 
him, and suggested he could get 

Applicant Exhibits 
Arrogance Coupled by 
Deceit and Omission at 

Rules Committee 
By Hezi Aris

the figures for me by next week. To 
which I replied, “I don’t care, it’s 
your project.” 
   One must wonder to what meeting 
the applicant thought he would be 
attending that he forgot to bring the 
pertinent paperwork with him.
   Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick moved beyond the 
incident by saying, “We’ll place this 
on next week’s agenda,” and went 
on to the items listed on the next 
page that were to be considered by 
the Rules Committee.
It was not until that very moment 
that I realized how outrageous the 
conduct of the applicant is with 
regard to believing he could use the 
Yonkers City Council to be a conduit 
for his accessing Westchester 
County Funds, taxpayers’ money, 
without respectfully responding 
to an inquiry by a Yonkers City 
Councilmember.
   Since yesterday’s incident, I have 
learned that there are no additional 
parking spots to speak of; it is 
simply a ruse to exact funds from 
the county.
   Since the paradigm set within 
some zoning code requires a specific 
number of parking spots in respect 
to the number of units for a building 
is not conducive to this particular 
property, why must the response 
be muffled, or worse still, not be 
accurate? Perhaps the equation of 
housing units and parking spots 
must be visited in regard to this 
specific zoning area. Perhaps the 
equation is valid elsewhere because 

it can be, but not valid at the 303 
South Broadway property because 
there isn’t enough space to fulfill 
the regulation.
   No matter the situation, it 
behooves the applicant to come 
forth with the truth, rather than to 
avoid giving a forthright response 
by using stalling tactics, among 
other ploys of subterfuge. If the 
equation does not fit, redefine the 
equation so that it complies with 
the standing regulation or rewrite 
the equation specifically for this 
property and circumstance. That 
is what was done for the Ridge 
Hill Development Project, what 
is being asked for the by SFC 
Yonkers Development Project, and 
the Alexander Street Development 
Project.
   How dare the applicant play the 
City of Yonkers as its fool by asking 
Yonkers to submit an application to 
Westchester County that asks them 
to approve a fund grant to which 
the project does not meet minimum 
requirements.
I never did get the opportunity 
to apologize to Majority Leader 
Annabi, and do so now in writing, 
as I await a call-back from her to do 
so verbally.
   If the City of Yonkers is to earn the 
respect of its citizenry, as well as the 
respect of Westchester County and 
New York State, its conduct and 
veracity must be beyond reproach. 
Lowering the bar is incongruous 
with Yonkersites’ expectation of 
the Yonkers City Council, and 
City Hall. Yes, we laugh at these 
egregious moments, but in reality 
we are afraid to cry over these 
circumstances, so we laugh. The joke 
is on us if these “lies” are permitted 
passage. It’s time we demand more 
of our developers. Demanding the 
truth is an appropriate beginning. 
The Yonkers City Council must 
further protect its own reputation 
by demanding the same of itself, 
as must City Hall. Yonkers 
cannot afford to do any less. 
   The applicant is Loewen 
Development.

http://www.thewartburg.org/
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Ms. Laura L. Anglin
Public Authorities Control Board
c/o Division of the Budget
State Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Re:  Atlantic Yards

Dear Ms. Anglin:

We represent Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn and numerous other groups concerned about the construction and financing of the Atlantic Yards 
Project in Brooklyn including the proposed Barclay’s Arena.  We are writing to respectfully demand that the Public Authorities Control Board (PACB) 
exercise its statutory obligation to approve the financing and construction of the project by the Urban Development Corporation d/b/a Empire State 
Development Corporation (ESDC).

As you know, the PACB is charged with reviewing and approving projects being financed and undertaken by various state entities, including ESDC.  
Public Authorities Law § 51. As part of its approval process, the PACB is directed to determine that there are commitments of funds sufficient to 
finance the acquisition and construction of the project.  PAL §51(3).

On December 20, 2006, the PACB adopted Resolution No. 06-UD-953 approving the Atlantic Yards Project submitted by ESDC.  The project identified 
as the subject of the resolution included the Barclay’s Arena with identified financing of $637,200,000.  In considering the request from ESDC, the 
PACB relied in large part upon a December 2006 report from KPMG LLG Economic and Valuation Services, which evaluated the financial viability of 
the arena.  Based upon the expectation that construction of the arena would cost approximately $637 Million, KPMG found that the projected return on 
investment would support the development and maintenance cost. (1)

Since that time the estimated cost of the arena, as well as other elements of the Atlantic Yards proposal, has increased dramatically, either as a result of 
increased construction costs or initial underestimation.  As of March of this year the estimated cost of the arena itself, according to Forest City Ratner 
Companies, has increase to $950 million. This represents a 50% increase over the original estimate.

That is an incredibly significant increase, far above what could be considered an expected factor and far in excess of the rate of inflation.  It presents 
significant questions as to the overall financial viability of the project and its ability to actually be constructed and operated in a manner that would 
repay its indebtedness.  The source of the nearly $320 Million of additional construction costs has not been identified, and it is utterly unclear how the 
arena PILOT can be paid towards the bond based on assessed property taxes.  The PACB was created exactly for this sort of situation to assure that 
state entities like ESDC do not undertake an indebtedness and obligations that are not viable.  While the ESDC bonds are non-recourse obligations, the 
fact remains that the good faith of the State does stand behind those obligations and a default by ESDC would have severe ramifications for the State, 
similar to the UDC defaults in the 1970’s.

Therefore, given the major change in the assumptions underlying PACB’s 2006 approval, and the lack of an identified source for additional needed 
funds, we believe it is mandatory that the PACB re-consider the ESDC funding resolution before ESDC undertakes any binding commitments for the 
project.  We assume that you will agree that such a review is legally required and we would like your confirmation of such within ten business days of 
this letter.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,

Jeffrey S. Baker

(1) However, KPMG did note that Forest City Ratner Companies, the project sponsor, refused to make various financial information and modeling 
available to it.

Cc:  
Hon. David Paterson
Hon. Sheldon Silver
Hon. Joseph Bruno
Peter Karanjia, Esq. (Attorney General’s Office)

Increased Atlantic Yards Costs Require 
New Approval by PACB

BROOKLYN, NY --  Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn (DDDB) 
attorney Jeffrey S. Baker (Young, 
Sommer, Ward, Ritzenberg, Baker 
& Moore, LLC) sent the letter below 
to the Public Authorities Control 
Board (PACB) today. In light of the 
dramatic increase in cost of Forest 
City Ratner’s Atlantic Yards arena 
and the development project as a 
whole, the letter demands that the 
PACB—comprised of Governor 

Paterson, Speaker Silver and 
Majority Leader Bruno—exercise 
its statutory obligation to approve 
the financing and construction of 
the project.
   “We fully expect the PACB and 
Governor Paterson to agree that the 
change in Atlantic Yards financing 
needs a new approval decision, 
based on the need for sound and 
prudent fiscal policy,” said DDDB 
Legal Director Candace Carponter. 

“However, if necessary we will take 
all legal steps available to assure 
that Brooklyn is not stuck with a 
half-completed, derelict project due 
to the shaky financial foundation of 
the Atlantic Yards proposal.”  
   The letter can be downloaded at 
www.dddb.net/documents/letters/
080618PACBletter.pdf 
and is displayed to the right:

    Sheehan’s experience at a range 
of farms, such as diversified family 
farms, therapeutic communities 
and educational, child-based 
farms in Massachusetts should 
prove invaluable to achieving her 
educational goals for the farm.  With 
a B.S. degree from Notre Dame 
University and a master’s degree 
in environmental science from 
Antioch New England Graduate 
School, she approaches farming 
from a scientific perspective first.  
   The public is invited to visit the 
farm, meet Farmer Mary Ellen, tour 

Fresh Harvest for Hilltop Hanover 
Farm… a Farmer

the Farm @ Home garden and sign 
up to volunteer in the fields and to 
learn how to grow their own fresh 
vegetables.  
   Hilltop Hanover Farm, a 180-
acre former dairy farm, was 
purchased by the county in 2003 for 
agricultural preservation, drinking 
water protection and the promotion 
of environmental stewardship 
through demonstration projects and 
sustainability programs.  
   Admission is free and the farm is 
open to the public Tuesday through 
Saturday.  Hilltop Hanover Farm 

is located at 1271 Hanover Street 
in Yorktown Heights.  It can be 
reached via the Taconic State 
Parkway.  Take the Millwood/Route 
100 exit to Route 100 north.  Turn 
left onto Route 118.  Make a right 
onto Hanover Street.  The farm is 
on the left.
     
For more information on the farm 

or upcoming programs, events, and 
demonstrations, visit http://www.
hilltophanoverfarm.org/ or call 

914-962-2368.  

   On any given night, up to 200,000 
veterans are homeless in the United 
States.  Moreover, while only 9% 
of Americans have served in the 
military, 26% of the homeless 
population are veterans.  An 
estimated 4,000 homeless veterans 
live in New York City.
   Common Ground is a New 
York based agency specializing 
in supportive housing and 
other research-based practices 
that end homelessness (www.
commonground.org).  Founded 
by MacArthur and Ashoka Fellow 
Rosanne Haggerty in 1990, Common 
Ground  provides well-designed 
and affordable apartments, and 
links homeless people to supportive 
services enabling them to regain 
their economic independence.  
It has enabled more than 4,000 
homeless individuals to overcome 
their homelessness.
   The VA has awarded Common 
Ground a long-term lease for a 
vacant hospital building on its 
Montrose Campus.  The building is 
being converted into a transitional 
residence for 96 homeless veterans; 
the first vets should move in by July 
1st.  Common Ground will also 

Common Ground Builds New Veterans 
Transitional Housing in Montrose

By Andy Wainer

provide supportive services such 
as employment counseling; case 
management; mental health and 
substance abuse counseling; financial 
& life skills planning; recreational 
& social activities; overall health 
and wellness, and more.  Vets can 
live in the transitional housing up 
to 2 years while staff helps them 
to find their own apartments.  To 
defray expenses, and to help the 
vets transition to paying rent, each 
resident will pay 30% of income in 
program fees.
   Joan Alves, Director of the new 
program, and an Air Force Vet 
herself of 21 years, still currently 
on active reserve, states, “We at 
Common Ground are very excited 
about the opening of our Transitional 

Residence Community in Montrose.  
We feel it’s a wonderful opportunity 
to help those that have done so 
much in service for our country.  
We hope that each homeless vet 
coming through our doors will have 
an opportunity to get back on their 
feet and when possible be reunited 
with family.”
   Common Ground Institute 
trains colleagues in communities 
throughout the country and 
around the world in successful 
and cost-effective practices that 
reduce homelessness.  Common 
Ground’s Green Design Campaign, 
launched in 2007, incorporates 
environmentally sustainable 
materials and practices into the 
design, construction, operation and 
maintenance of all new residences.
   Common Ground seeks donations 
for its various programs and 
residences.  To learn more, go to 
www.commonground.org.  

Andy Wainer is the Employment 
& Housing Specialist at 

Common Ground’s new Veterans 
Transitional Residence in 
Montrose. E-mail Andy at 

awainer@commonground.org. 

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   One only has to turn on the 
television or tour the internet to 
see the energy and excitement 
generated for the upcoming fall 
election.  It promises to be a close 
election making every vote critical.  
There are also many important 
local elections - all members of 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
and all members of the New York 
State Assembly and Senate are up 
for election this year.  Now seemed 
an apropos time to refresh current 
voters on voting procedures and 
acclimate new high school graduates 
on voting for the first time. 
   In order to vote, one must be a 
U.S. citizen, 18 years of age by 
Election Day and a resident of the 
country, city, town or village for 30 
days prior to the particular election 
and not have a felony conviction. 
   Most first time voters register 
by mail and forms are available 
at the County Board of Elections, 
town and village hall, and local 
post offices.  Forms can be also be 
downloaded from the New York 
State Board of Election website 
(www.elections.state.ny.us).  New 
York State does not allow actual 
on-line registration. 
   A recent Federal law now requires 
persons who register by mail for the 
first time to provide identification 
which means a valid New York 
State driver’s license or the last four 
digits of a social security number.  
If you have neither of these, a 
copy of a valid photo ID, utility 
bill, bank statement or some other 
documentation that shows your 

name and address is acceptable. 
   Completed forms must be mailed 
to the Westchester County Board 
of Elections at least 25 days before 
Election Day.  One can also register 
in person at the County Office at 25 
Quarropas Street, White Plains, NY   
10601. 
   A special postcard noting that 
you are validly registered and 
noting your polling place should be 
received within four to six weeks 
after completing the application. 
   Registration is permanent unless 
you move.  A move within the 
County requires only a change of 
address card mailed to the Board of 
Elections. 
   Voters need not choose to register 
with any particular political party.  
However, declaring a party allows 
one to vote in party primary 
elections and sign nominating 
petition circulated by candidates 
seeking public office on a particular 
party line. 
   If you are unable to vote in 
person on any Election Day due to 
absence from town during voting 
hours, illness, physical disability 
or military service, absentee ballots 

may be requested from the Board 
of Elections by mail no later than 
7 days before Election Day or in 
person until the day before Election 
Day.  Completed ballots must be 
postmarked by the day before 
election or hand delivered on 
Election Day. 
Most polling places are now 
accessible to the handicapped.  If 
not, you may request from the 
Board of Elections a transfer to a 
nearby accessible polling place.  
You may also vote by permanent 
absentee ballot if you have a long 
term illness or disability. 
   If you are a college student, 
depending on the state in which 
you matriculate, you may have the 
choice to vote at school instead of 
your permanent residence.  Many 
states allow college students to 
register where they attend school as 
the Census Bureau now considers 
college students to be residents of 
their college community.  If you 
choose to use your home residence 
as your voting base, you may vote 
by absentee ballot during the school 
year. 
   Voter registration does have a 
role in selection for jury duty.  Jury 
lists are selected randomly from 
the pool of licensed drivers, state 
taxpayers, social services recipients 
and registered voters. 

   If you have any additional 
questions about the voting process 

and procedure log onto www.
elections.state.ny.us. 

Voting is truly a privilege of our 
freedom.

320th anniversary this year. 
   In honor of the mayor’s visit, the 
public is invited to a formal welcome 
and flag raising ceremony hosted by 
the City of New Rochelle and the La 
Rochelle-New Rochelle Sister City 
Committee on Friday June 27th at 9 
a.m. in front of City Hall. A special 
invitation is extended to those with 
Huguenot roots, who will be asked 
to introduce their family names 
during the ceremony. 
   Mayor Maxime Bono has been 
mayor since 1999, succeeding the 
late long-time mayor Jean Crepeau. 
Accompanying him on this visit will 
be Deputy Mayor for International 
Affairs, Jean-Pierre Chantecaille. 
   Since it’s reactivation in 2006, the 
Sister City committee has hosted 
and supported a variety of activities, 
including summer musical events, 
art show, Bastille Day ceremony 
and the La Rochelle Mayor’s Cup 
race at Huguenot Yacht Club.  The 
Committee seeks to encourage 
exchanges in the business, cultural, 
educational and recreational areas, 
and building links between New 
Rochelle institutions and those in 
La Rochelle, France.

Mayor of 
La Rochelle, 

France to Visit 
New Rochelle    It just disappeared in the middle of 

the night. And now we are left with 
one less thing to laugh about. We 
need a musical genius like Adam 
Sandler or Chris, the drummer from 
The Partridge Family to write a 
song commemorating the day we 
lost a comedic icon. Of course, 
I’m talking about the comb-over 
hairdo.
   It was a thing of beauty. An 
intricate maneuver requiring style, 
agility and Final Net hairspray.
   For those of you too young 
to remember, before bald was 
beautiful, men who refused to 
wear beaver-butt on their heads 
(sometimes referred to as a toupee) 
would grow what little hair they 
had on their heads especially long 
and then do all kinds of frosting-
like tricks with that hair to cover 
bald spots.
   Sure, everyone knew what 
was going on, but no one ever 
mentioned it. In fact, the wives of 
men with comb-overs deserve some 
kind of commendation for keeping 
it alive for so long. Just a few 
comments like, “get that rat’s nest 
off your head” would have ended 
the silliness many years earlier.
   Sadly, it’s the children who suffer 
most. I fondly remember how my 

One Less Thing to Laugh 
About 

By Anthony Greco

friends and I, at ten years old, would 
laugh the whole day after going to 
see Mr. Frimona at the A&P and the 
intricate web he had created on his 
head. At 3:30 everyday he would 
clean up the produce section, and 
each time he would bend down 
to pick up a piece of fallen fruit 
his “creation” would flip over and 
he would quickly flip it back. We 
preferred this entertainment over 
Magilla Gorilla cartoons. 
   My children most likely will not 
have the opportunity to witness 
such daring feats of bravado. 
Why? Because most men today in 
this situation will just shave their 
heads. 
   It’s not fair! The comb-over was 
a beautiful thing to witness – and 
now it’s all but gone.

   I blame Michael Jordan for this. 
Isn’t it enough that he was the 
greatest basketball player? Did he 
have to start a hair (or non-hair) 
revolution too? Sure, Yul Brynner 
may have been bald before Michael, 
but he was no role model. Brynner 
danced around a stage and spoke 
with a strange accent. Michael 
made it cool to be bald.
   When a comic element is taken 
out of the public eye, it should be 
formally replaced with something 
new. For instance: the comb-over 
- out, long toenails - in. 
No, sorry, scrap that idea. 
   I may sound desperate, but I feel 
strongly that we can’t afford to loose 
something as precious as the comb-
over. If our future president were 
to elevate Comedy to a cabinet-
level position, I know that these 
types of situations could be quickly 
and fairly resolved. The world is 
too cruel these days not to have a 
Secretary of Comedy making sure 
that nutty hairstyles don’t just fall 
off the map never to be seen again.
   Where would these celebrities be 
without their wild heads: Einstein, 

Ben Wallace, Amy Winehouse, 
Donald Trump, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Conan O’Brien, Don King, 
Fabio, and my personal favorite, 
Buckwheat? I’m reminding us all 
that we would never have known of 
Buckwheat’s enormous talent if it 
weren’t for his crazy hairdo.
   Luckily, even without the great 
comb-over, body hair seems to 
be something that has unending 
potential to keep us laughing.
   Maybe you’re not realizing just 
how hilarious body hair can be. I 
want you to close your eyes after 
reading each one of the following 
situations and create a mental 
image:
• Condoleezza Rice with pork chop 
sideburns
• A chubby four-year-old with a 
mustache
• Barbara Walters with an Abe 
Lincoln beard
• Tony Bennett wearing Elton 
John’s toupee
• Your doctor with hair growing on 
his/her nose
• Popeye with Olive Oyl’s hair
• The Pope with a sheep dog on his 

head
   OK, so I ran out of examples at 
the end, but the point is – well, I’m 
sure you’ve got it by now – hair is 
funny.
   So, let’s end with some childish 
longing for the days before the 
shaven head made men so neat and 
determined-looking. A poetic time 
of ambivalence and scraggliness. 
   And take heart my fellow hair 
enthusiasts, it seems the large afro 
has again re-emerged and can take 
us back to a time when margarine 
was considered healthy, 8-tracks 
were considered portable, and hair 
was made for laughing.

Anthony enjoys putting words 
together, often to form sentences. 
Anthony is also a part-owner of 
Media Buzz, a NYC marketing 

company. Direct email to him at 
anthonygreco@hotmail.com.
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Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

As part of our expansion program, our company is 
looking for Part Time Work from home account man-
agers and sales representatives, it pays $500 a month 
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please 
contact us for more details. Requirements - Should be 

a computer literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet 
weekly. Must be over 19 yrs. of age. Must be efficient 

and dedicated. If you are interested and  
need more information.  

Direct email to Dan Frank: danfrank005@gmail.com.

AKC Registered
 

English Bulldog, French Bulldog, English Mastiff,  
Bull Mastiff, American Eskimo, Papilon, 

Boxer,Yorkshire Terrier,  

with 1 year health certificate,  
Price: $580

Contact: jessy_jefferson@hotmail.com
Enclose your: Name, Address,  

Country of Residence, Phone Number
Thank You

Part Time Work
••••••••••••••••••

We are looking for an Accounting/Sale’s  
Representative who can be working for us as a part 
time worker getting paid for your work while you 

maintain your regular job and work for us. 
If interested you can email us at  

mark-scott@live.com for more information. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester’s Bee-Line bus system 
inaugurated its summer schedules on 
June 23, 2008, with the addition of 
service on some routes, adjustments 
to other routes and seasonal service 
to Playland Amusement Park, Rye.
The changes are the following: 
• Earlier weekday service on Rt. 2 
in Yonkers.
• An earlier Saturday morning trip 
on Rt. 5 from Getty Square.
• Sunday service on Rt. 6 between 
downtown White Plains and the 
Kensico Dam Plaza.
• ncreased rush hour service on 
Rt. 7 between Yonkers and Mount 
Vernon.
• Earlier, later and additional service 
on Rt. 20 in Yonkers.
• Extension of mid-day Rt. 61 
service in Port Chester.
    In addition, daily service will 
begin June 24 on Rt. 75, 91 and 92 
to Playland.
   The county and Metro-North 
Railroad offer a special train/bus 
excursion package for New Haven 
Line passengers wishing to travel 
by train to Playland. The package 
includes a train ticket, a MetroCard 
to use on the Rt. 75 bus from Rye 
Station to Playland, discounted Fun 
Card for rides and more. For more 
information on this package, call 
Metro-North at 1-800-METRO-
INFO.
    
Schedule information can also be 
obtained by calling the Bee-Line 
HOTLINE at 914-813-7777 or by 

logging on to www.westchestergov.
com/beelinebus.

YONKERS, NY -- The lure of 
Yonkers Raceway’s two premier 
trotting events going to post the 
same night now comes with a 
freebie. 
   Fans attending the $605,854 final 
of the Yonkers Trot and the $324,694 
final of the Hudson Filly Trot--both 
scheduled for Saturday night, June 
28th--get a complimentary T-shirt 
(while supplies last). The T-ahirt 
features both the Empire City and 
Yonkers Raceway logos.   
   Yonkers’ five-night-per-week 

Yonkers Trot Night to 
Include T-Shirt Giveaway

By Frank Drucker

(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday--all at 7:40 PM--and 
Saturday--6:50 PM) remains 
in effect. Evening simulcasting 
accompanies all live programs, with 
afternoon simulcasting available 
around the NYRA schedule.
   Please be advised that beginning 
the week of Monday, June 30, and 
continuing through the week of 
Monday, Oct. 27, Yonkers is adding 
Wednesday nights (first post 7:40 
PM) to its live schedule. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- UJA-
Federation of New York’s 
Larchmont-Mamaroneck Campaign 
honored Laurie and Stephen Girsky, 
longtime and active members of 
Westchester’s Jewish community, 
at its annual dinner on Wednesday 
evening, June 4, 2008, at the 
Mamaroneck Beach and Yacht Club 
in Mamaroneck, New York.
The event attracted more than 230 
attendees. Cindy and Bennett Golub, 
Tara Slone-Goldstein, and Wayne 
Goldstein chaired the dinner, while 
Carol and Steven Fasman served as 
journal chairs.
   Actively involved in UJA-
Federation for more than 20 years, 
Laurie Girsky has served as area, 
divisional, and advisory chair of the 
Larchmont-Mamaroneck Women’s 
Campaign, and she has been 
fundraising and major gifts chair 
for UJA-Federation’s Westchester 
Women’s Campaign. She will 
become chair of Planned Giving 
& Endowments for Westchester 
Women’s Philanthropy effective 
July 1st.
   Stephen Girsky is a member of 
UJA-Federation’s Board of Trustees 
and chairs the Emerging Leaders 
and Philanthropists Division. He 
has previously served as vice 
chair of the Wall Street Division, 
receiving its Young Leadership 
Award in 2002.
   The couple and their children — 
Seth, Hayley, and Joshua — often 
participate in 
UJA-Federation’s hands-on 
volunteer programs, and during 
the community dinner, Hayley 
discussed her volunteer efforts at 
The Ittelson Center, a program 
of the Jewish Board of Family 
and Children’s Services, a UJA-

UJA-Federation Honors Girsky’s at Larchmont-Mamaroneck 
Campaign’s Annual Dinner

(L to R) Hayley, Seth, and Josh Girsky join their parents, Laurie and Stephen, who were honored by UJA-
Federation of New York’s Larchmont-Mamaroneck Campaign.

Federation beneficiary agency. 
Her brother, Seth, talked about his 
experiences with UJA-Federation’s 
J-Teen Community Service 
Leadership Program, a teen-led 
social-action initiative whose 
efforts have included traveling to 
Louisiana to help in the rebuilding 
process, bringing medical 
supplies and clothing to Cuba as 
part of a humanitarian mission, 
and volunteering locally at food 
pantries. 
 
The world’s largest local 
philanthropy, UJA-Federation of 
New York strengthens community. 
For more information, visit UJA-
Federation’s website at www.
ujafedny.org.

Bee-Line 
Summer 
Schedule 
Changed

http://www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus
http://www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus
http://www.ujafedny.org
http://www.ujafedny.org
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Automotive • EarthTalk

grill which is offered as either a 
two door coupe or convertible. At 
$88,250, it is the pricier of this pair 
of big cats.
   The XK is billed as a four seater, 
but in reality it is not. The rear seats 
are little more than buckets to hold 
small items like pocket books or 
brief cases. It is more of an angled, 
leather covered, padded shelf. 
Officially, Jaguar lists the back seat 
leg room at 23 inches – but that’s 
with the front seat forward, and 
the space would still be too short 
for anyone over about five feet 
in height. But then, the XK is not 
intended to be a family car – it’s a 
magic carpet for two, with either 
a powered sunroof or full fledged 
ragtop.
   But the seats in front are what you 
might expect from Jaguar: wide, 
double stitched, fine grain leather. 
It is all power controlled, and the 
sides and lumbar support can also be 
adjusted to fit expanding bottoms. 
The Jaguar XK is distinctive, 
rather than flashy, with understated 
elegance as more or less the theme. 
The same double stitched leather 
found on the seats is repeated on 
the dash, doors and steering wheel, 
an improvement from the usual 
molded plastic. Both the steering 
wheel and seats can be heated.
   The XK features a V-8 engine 
producing 300 horsepower, which 
gives the Jaguar its dash.  Its jumps 
from 0 to 60 miles per hour in just 
under six seconds, a respectable 
takeoff, through not one which will 
shove you back into your seat. But 
then the XK keeps accelerating, 
and has a top speed of 155, which 
means it runs with the bigger dogs 
on the road. There is a 6-speed 
automatic transmission, but it may 
be shifted into the manual sport 
mode using paddle shifts which 
respond instantly.
   But the XK won’t work for you if 
you’re a family man. Which is why 
Jaguar offers the XJR – a refined 
sedan with a supercharged engine 
that kicks out 400 horsepower and 
zips from 0 to 60 in 5 seconds. This 
is the four door sedan which has 
Jaguar’s traditional, understated, 
long, low look and purrs as it slides 
through its six-speed transmission 
up to a top speed of 155 miles per 
hour.  Where the XK was a sports 
car with a sport tuned suspension, 
the XJR emphasizes comfort 

From Page 1

Shifting Gears: Two for the Money - The 
Performance Cats

and performance, offering an air 
suspension which smoothes out any 
road surface. 
   The XJR is nearly two feet longer 
than the XK, and has interior room 
to take four basketball players on 
a long, comfortable jaunt. In this 
model, the leather décor is accented 
with walnut trim.
   They share some electronics. 
Both have an easy to use Bluetooth 
communications system, and touch 
screen navigation program which 
is intuitively designed and easy to 
use. The touch screen also controls 
the audio, climate, phone, and 
vehicle settings. While the sound is 
superb on the audio system, Jaguar 
could use an electronics upgrade. 
Both cars feature AM/FM and 
Sirius satellite radio – which is an 
odd choice since Sirius is geared to 
a younger audience than XM radio. 
But they lack iPod, flash drive, and 
MP3 connections which should be 
standard on vehicles in this price 
range. In addition, the XJR has 
a singe disc CD player with an 
optional cartridge in the trunk. An 
in-dash system should be standard.
   While the touch screen is easy 
to use, it does require the driver 
to divert his or her attention from 
the road, even if it is just for a few 
short moments. The XJR, therefore, 
offers a hand held remote which 
can control the audio, navigation, 
Bluetooth, and cruise control. The 
latter is an adaptive system which 
utilizes radar to detect cars about 
100 feet in front of the Jaguar. 

The Jaguar will slow to match the 
speed of the car in front, and then 
accelerate to the desired speed 
when the car moves out of the way. 
The radar distance is adjustable, 
and you can cruise to within a few 
car lengths of another vehicle.
   The pair also feature a push button 
ignition, and the key remains in 
your pocket or purse.  A soft button 
on the door handle allows you to 
lock or unlock it as long as the key 
is within a few feet of the car.
   In either case, this pair of 
road running Jaguars are 
easy on the eyes, hot on the 
road, and a pleasure to roll in.   
 
2008 Jaguar XK Coupe 
MSRP:      $88,250
EPA Mileage:  16 MPG City; 25 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:     19 MPG 
Mixed 
Performance/ Safety: 
      0 – 60 MPH     5.9 Seconds
      Top Speed     155 MPH 
4.2-Liter, aluminum alloy, DOHC V-
8 engine producing 300 horsepower 
and 310 pound-feet of torque; 6-
speed automatic transmission; sport-
tuned independent suspension; 
4-channel anti-lock brake system 
with yaw control; ventilated front 
and rear disc brakes; dynamic 
stability control; 20-inch cast alloy 
wheels; bi-xenon high intensity 
headlights with corner lamps; roll 
–over protection system; front and 
rear fog lights; front, side, head-
chest air bags. 

Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM and Sirius Satellite radio; 
6-disc in-dash CD player; 525-watt 
Alpine premium  Dolby sound 
with 9 speakers and subwoofer; 
7-inch LCD touch screen; digital 
and analog clocks; power sun roof; 
Bluetooth communications;  DVD 
based navigation system;  soft-grain 
leather, powered and heated seats; 
tilt & telescope, leather steering 
wheel and gear knob. 

2008 Jaguar XJR 
MSRP:      $84,250
EPA Mileage:  15 MPG City;  22 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:     16 MPG 
Mixed 
Performance/ Safety: 
      0 – 60 MPH     5.0 Seconds
      Top Speed     155 MPH 
4.2-Liter, aluminum alloy, 
DOHC V-8 engine producing 
400 horsepower and 413 pound-
feet of torque; supercharged and 
intercooled; 6-speed automatic 
transmission; Performance tuned, 
independent double-wishbone 
front and rear suspension with 
self-leveling air springs; power 
assisted rack and pinion steering; 
20-inch alloy wheels; ventilated 
disc brakes; dynamic stability and 
traction control; xenon headlights 
with power wash; fog lamps; front 
and side seat mounted airbags; side 
curtain airbags. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM Sirius Satellite radio; 
single CD player; 320-watt Alpine 
premium sound system with 
12 speakers; digital and analog 
clocks; walnut trim; Bluetooth 
communications; Satellite based 
navigation system; 7-inch LCD 
touch screen; soft-grain leather, 
powered and heated seats; tilt & 
telescope, leather steering wheel 
and gear knob; power rear sun 
shade; manually operated side rear 
sun shades. 

Roger Witherspoon is the automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

from a carpenter ant infestation. 
   Ants are very social beings and 
form large colonies before spreading 
out to find additional nest sites. 
They thrive by hollowing out wood, 
especially in moist or rotten spots, 
to build their nests and then use 
their new home in your walls and 
chairs as a base camp from which 
to forage for food and water in their 
nearby surroundings. Indeed, their 
very presence is a good indication 
of moisture or rot problems in the 
wood, so homeowners may have 
more work on their hands than 
simply exterminating carpenter 
ants. 
   In the northern latitudes of the 
continental U.S. and in much 
of Canada, carpenter ants are 
the most common insect wood 
destroyer, surpassing even the 
mighty termite. But while many 
commercially available chemical 
pesticides will rid a structure of 
carpenter ants, homeowners are 
increasingly steering away from 
such toxins proven to impact the 
human nervous, respiratory and 
reproductive systems.  
   Perhaps the most economical and 
effective way to get rid of carpenter 
ants is by applying boric acid (also 
known as borax) to their nest sites 
and surroundings. This natural non-
toxic element, mined from below 
the Mojave Desert in southern 
California, has a long history of use 
in exterminating brazen populations 
of cockroaches, palmetto bugs, 
waterbugs, silverfish, termites, and, 
you guessed it, carpenter ants. 
   Al Abruzzese, owner of the website 
Al’s Home Improvement Center, 
swears by boric acid to get rid of 
wood-boring pests. “This simple 
inexpensive, household chemical 
is deadly to all insects,” he says. 
“It has been shown to attack their 
nervous systems, as well as being a 
drying agent to their bodies.”  
   Beyond just being effective as an 
all-natural insecticide, boric acid 
is non-toxic to humans. Abruzzese 
says it is safe enough to use around 
children—it has been used in 
ointments and salves for diaper rash 
on babies in the past—and can be an 
important part of eyewash solutions 
as well, albeit in very diluted form 
(don’t try it at home). One common 
brand name to look for is Nisus 
Bora-Care, but any pesticide with 
boric acid or borax listed as an 
active ingredient will do just fine. 
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   For those not into do-it-
yourself pest control, calling in an 
exterminator that uses all natural 
products is a good option. Oregon’s 
All Natural Pest Elimination, 
for instance, services the entire 
four state region of the Pacific 
Northwest with products from 
Natureline—crafted from safe 
botanical extracts and essential oils, 
not synthetic chemicals—on all of 
its extermination jobs. Look in the 
yellow pages for exterminators in 
your area, and call each one you are 
considering to make sure they stay 
away from noxious chemicals. 
   Contacts: Al’s Home Improvement 
Center, www.alsnetbiz.com/
homeimprovement; Nisus Bora-
Care, www.nisuscorp.com; All 
Natural Pest Elimination, www.
nobuggy.com. 

Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. 

Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; or 
direct e-mail to: 

earthtalk@emagazine.com. 

http://www.alsnetbiz.com/homeimprovement
http://www.alsnetbiz.com/homeimprovement
http://www.nisuscorp.com
http://www.nobuggy.com
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