
Outsmarting
Hungry Deer

INSIDE

BUSINESS
Pgs. 1, 3

COMMUNITY
Pg. 3

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Pg. 3

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT

Pgs. 1, 3

EPIPHANY PARK
Pg. 2

FINE REPORT
Pg. 3

GOVERNMENT
Pgs. 1, 4, 5

HUMOR
Pg. 2

IN MEMORIAM
Pg. 5

INVESTIGATIONS
Pg. 5

LAW
Pg. 5

 

OP-ED
Pgs. 1, 2

RADIO
Pg. 2

RELIGION
Pg. 1

WEIR ONLY 
HUMAN

Pg. 2

see Wartburg Day Camp Pg. 5

see The Hezitorial Pg. 2

TIMES TRIBUNE
Your World, Our Beat; Now You Know!WestchesterTimesTribune.Typepad.com Volume 3 • Number 91

Complimentary

JuNe 12, 2008

WESTCHESTER

The Hezitorial

Epiphany
Park

Page  2 Page 3

Marji of
Errors

Page  5

see Gyrodyne Pg. 3 see Grownowski Pg. 4

   The clarion call to arms has 
again been sounded. In the arena 
we have the Democrats on the left, 
Republicans on the right, and the 
City Council President, for lack of a 
better term, in the “middle.” At issue 
is by how much and from where the 
Yonkers City Council may suggest 
City Hall trim the 8.5 
percent tax increase 
proposed in Mayor 
Phil Amicone’s 
F Y 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9 
Budget to balance 
the books. Front and 
center is what are we 
bickering about, not 
you in the audience; 
we only get to 
applaud or to boo. 
We’re talking about 
the action demanded 
of the Yonkers City Council, for 
they are responsible to “advise or 
consent.”
   To that end, the theatrics to be 
acted out by the Yonkers City 
Councilmembership will be played 
before the public audience, both live 
and on cable television. At issue is 
how will the “show” unfurl? Will 

You Get to Applaud  
or to Boo

By Hezi Aris

it be a lucid discussion among a 
pragmatic and a fiscally responsible 
membership whose discourse will 
review and recite budget concerns 
and constraints, or will it be a 
“show” to titillate and mesmerize 
the public with figures and poorly 
defined concepts that will scuttle 

the public’s ability 
to follow the prize, 
that is, to relieve the 
proposed tax burden, 
and to place the city 
in better standing 
before the recession 
still looming, 
E x a c e r b a t e d 
by commodity 
price increases 
pinching wallets 
for gasoline, food, 
among other taxes, 

and the baseline costs of paying 
the mortgage, taxes, schooling, 
clothing, and other necessities are 
testing each family throughout the 
socio-economic scale. It hurts all 
over. 
   First off, is the Yonkers City 
Council of one mind to diminish the 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Wartburg Adult Care Community 
will host a summer Bible camp 
for kids ages 6 through 13, for 
one week only, Monday to Friday, 
August 11—15, from 9AM to 3 PM.  
Camp Koinonia of Highland Lake, 
NY, will provide experienced staff 

The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community to Host Bible 
Day Camp for Children

counselors. The campers will enjoy 
outdoor activities on the beautiful 
rolling green acres of Wartburg’s 
magnificent campus, as well as 
healthful snacks, crafts, amateur 
theatricals, games, refreshments 
and Bible studies.   

YONKERS, NY – City Hall 
Communication Director David 
Simpson this afternoon advised 
that engineering inspectors have 
advised him that a foundation wall 
/ retaining wall had not collapsed 
in the property that is situated 
south of 1085 Warburton Avenue. 
Instead Simpson advises that 6 foot 
concrete slabs used to temporarily 
retain the soil back fill failed when 
the soil back fill shifted, causing 
the soil back fill to enter the main 
pit. When Yonkers Tribune crews 
came upon the building site at the 
suggestion of Yonkers Tribune 
acid-tongued bloggers, a small 
contingent of construction workers 
were involved in removing the 
shifted slabs of concrete to one side 
of the pit with the use of construction 
equipment known as an excavator. 
   The veracity of the explanation, 
while worthy of consideration 
does not take into consideration 
some of the following concerns. 
   First, the east to west wall that 
doubles as a retaining wall / 
foundation wall had yet to be 
completed. In recognition of that 
circumstance, it is imprudent to 
pack soil back fill to such heights 
as visualized in the pictures, that 
still reside above the beginning of 
the sloping soil that gave way when 
the concrete slabs had shifted. Soil 
back fill must be layered, then 
compacted, layered again, and so 
on. The density of the soil back fill 
was of such height that its weight 
caused the concrete slabs to shift. 
Rarely are concrete slabs whose 
only attribute is weight, as opposed 
to structural integrity among 
numbers of units used, incorporated 
in such an engineering feat because 
it is simple too weak a concept. 
      It would be logical and prudent 
to complete the foundation wall 
/ retaining wall prior to have 
filled the soil back fill to the 
heights seen in the photos. In this 
way, the wall, incorporating the 
appropriate parameters to withstand 
specific pounds per square inch 
designations would have mitigated 
this event from occurring. 
   This is not the first negative 
happenstance on the property. 
   It may behoove City Hall to 
re-exam the oversight of this 
development project.

Warburton Avenue Soil Back-Fill 
Causes Building Blocks to Shift 

By Hezi Aris

Concrete slabs as they were laid out to hold the soil  
back-fill before collapsing.

Concrete slabs strewn in disarray  after giving-way to the  
excessive weight of soil back-fill.

View of collapse scene from Greystone MetroNorth train station

CORTLANDT MANOR, NY --  
Gyrodyne Company of America, 
Inc. (NASDAQ:GYRO), a Long 
Island-based real estate investment 
trust (REIT), has acquired the 
Cortlandt Manor Medical Center 
in this northern Westchester 
County community, announced 
Peter Pitsiokos, chief operating 
officer. The $7 million purchase 

Gyrodyne Acquires 
Medical Office Center in 

Cortlandt Manor

from Cortlandt Building Associates 
represents the second recent 
medical office property buy for the 
growing firm. M&T Bank provided 
the $5.25 million financing.
   Cortlandt Manor Medical Center, 
located at 1985 Crompond Road, 
sits on five acres directly across 
the street from the Hudson Valley 

   The budget vote is the most 
important duty that a councilmember 
has, and I have tried to ask pertinent 
questions in all of 
the budget hearings 
given the relatively 
short time we had 
to process such a 
significant budget.   
   During the 
budget process, we 
found people who 
were in various 
departments and 
bureaus, on paper 
only and in reality, 
actually located and 
working in totally 
different areas –a distortion of the 
departmental validation provided 
for the necessity of funding these 
employees. 
   Raises were sought for provisional 

New York Yankee pitching star Mariano Rivera at the Yonkers’ Cross 
County Shopping Center’s Macy’s. Mariano was autographing photos for 
a Father’s Day promotion. Pictured with Rivera is Yonkers Police Officer 

Romeo Mille. Photo courtesy of Richie Nestro.

NY Yankee Visits Macy’s
at Yonkers Cross County 

Shopping Center

Councilwoman
Joan Gronowski 

Comments on Yonkers 
2008-2009 Budget Vote

employees who for years were not 
required to take the civil service 
tests that rank and file employees 

are mandated to 
take.  In December 
2007, there were 
still 47 employees 
on the payroll, 
many of whom 
were never given 
the mandated 
testing, with 
salaries exceeding 
$2M.  Making 
this situation even 
worse is the fact 
that many of these 
employees are 

moved to newly created provisional 
positions in other areas when they 
are forced to ultimately take a test 
and either fail or are not reachable 
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

proposed budget prudently? If they 
are, can they say that there are 5 votes 
to diminish the proposed budget by 
a veto-proof collaboration on their 
part? If not, this is simply another 
scene in a long drawn out play that 
has meandered nowhere. 4 votes 
to reduce the budget with 3 votes 
against can be successfully vetoed 
by the mayor. Most tabulations 
suggest that in the first round a 4 
to 3 vote to reduce the budget by 
some unknown percentage figure 
may be mustered. Once vetoed, 
and it will be vetoed, the Democrat 
challenge that will be reduced to 4 
to maintain the proposed budget as 
is, and 3 to reduce it. There will not 
be a compromise, because we are 

You Get to Applaud  
or to Boo

witnessing a Democrat majority 
leading a Yonkers City Council 
bent on forcing Mayor Amicone 
to capitulate to the Democrats so 
as to empower them, rather than 
to do the people’s business. In this 
case, Mayor Amicone is holding 
all the aces. The Democrats are 
prematurely itching for a battle that 
by numbers alone, they are ordained 
to lose.
   If Yonkers were to visit its 
heart-felt priorities, would we 
agree that all emergency service 
overtime should be cut? While the 
pocketbook cries, “Yes!,” the heart 
string says, “No!” When the Yonkers 
Board of Education hands a bill to 
the City of Yonkers approaching 

half-a-billion dollars, does anyone 
demand a delineated item by item, 
line definition of every expenditure, 
or do we simply succumb to paying 
a bill for which little knowledge 
of what has been paid for is ever 
deciphered. If our elected officials 
meant what they said, they would 
not pay a cent until all the figures 
were made public, and decided with 
pertinence thereafter.
   I could delineate many who are 
employed by political will and 
through the “friends and family” 
network. Is Yonkers ready to excise 
our past behavior by supplanting it 
with the decorum defined by civil 
service exams? The answer is, “No, 
we are not!”

   It’s time to eat this budget, as 
distasteful and as humiliating as it 
is.
   Yonkers only recourse is to 
cut a balanced and fair return 
derived from development and 
redevelopment projects to fund our 
future budgets. Yonkers must revisit 
past agreements, and redefine 
present and future development that 
can grow us out of our beer budgets 
to the champagne services to which 
we aspire, commensurate with the 
status of the third largest city in the 
State of New York. Yonkers must 
stop the talk and find the intestinal 
fortitude to do just that.
   Can we all agree on that?

He slogs the wet mop around the 
large concrete floor, and looks 
resentfully at the clock on the 
wall. John Minafore fears the 
movement of time because it 
takes him closer to the horrible 
nights in his cell. John is Prisoner 
#HP41125, and he is serving 3 to 5 
years in prison for embezzlement. 
Being locked in a cage every night 
was his worst fear when he was 
found guilty of manipulating the 
company’s books, but he soon 
discovered that incarceration was 
only part of his punishment. Two 
days after being assigned to a cell, 
he was gang raped by a bunch of 
violent predators who dominate 
the institution like gladiators in 
some bizarre underworld arena. 
His attackers made it clear that 
reporting the assault would result 
in death. Since that first night, he 
has been “assigned” to one of the 
leaders of the violent pack who now 
shares the cell with him. Each night 
he suffers humiliation, degradation, 
and the morbid fear that he may 
contract AIDS, thereby turning 
his relatively short jail term into a 
death sentence.   
   John is but one example of the 
sickening lack of humanity shown 
to people who become ground up in 

Weir Only Human: How to Make a Monster
By Bob Weir

the machinery 
of a cruel 
and feckless 
penal system 
that neither 
rehabilitates nor 
punishes. The 
hardcore convict 
is comfortable 
with his 
surroundings because he’s mingling 
with other like-minded malcontents 
who generally have free reign over 
their territory. When someone like 
John is placed in their orbit, he 
becomes a piece of property to be 
used, abused, and sold according 
to the whims of those who control 
the underground human bondage 
market. John, the non-violent 
offender, is not only being punished, 
he’s being psychologically twisted 
into a state of embittered psychosis. 
When he’s released from captivity, 
he will be loosed on society with 
more scars on his brain than on 
his body. The justice system will 
probably be seeing him again, only 
next time his demented condition 
may have resulted in a massive 
loss of innocent lives.  Thanks to a 
callous system, which chews up and 
spits out its human effluvium, John 
is a tragedy waiting to happen.  

   With more than 
2 million people 
behind bars in 
this country, we 
may not have 
to look toward 
the Middle East 
for the most 
deadly example 
of weapons of 

mass destruction. If we continue 
to manufacture time bombs in 
our prisons before setting them 
free in our communities, we may 
as well forget about international 
terrorism, we’re going to have 
more than enough to deal with on 
the streets of our cities and towns. 
The correctional systems were not 
designed to be breeding grounds for 
an increasingly savage and sadistic 
category of humans. Sooner or 
later, these “Dante’s Inferno” 
graduates will be mingling with 
our children and grandchildren; 
over time, the results could be 9/11 
to the nth power. Sadly, we often 
view calamities through a one- 
dimensional lens. If 3000 people 
are killed in an attack by aliens, 
we are, justifiably horrified, and we 
take immediate steps to preclude a 
repetition of such a monstrous act.  
   However, if thousands of people 

are murdered every month, week, 
or even daily throughout the 
country, it’s merely a commonplace 
occurrence on local news shows, 
sprinkled unceremoniously on a 
public that has become calcified 
by the sheer number of casualties 
in their midst. Murder was once a 
reason for shock and consternation; 
now, a scab has developed over the 
cerebral cortex, where innocence 
once existed. We lock our doors, 
set our alarms, keep our guns 
handy, and sleep with one eye 
open, preparing ourselves for 
battle against the forces of evil, 
while paying scant attention to the 
harvesting of evil in our taxpayer 
funded felony training schools. It 
costs billions of dollars annually to 
keep the bad guys off the street, but 
it’s a terrible investment if they get 
out with more criminal skills, more 
anger and bitterness toward society, 
and less respect for humanity than 
when they went in. With prison 
populations busting at the seams, 
unable to control rape, drug use, 
and every other putrid pathology 
known to man, we are financing our 
own future destruction. If we can’t 
protect John inside a prison, how 
can we protect Jane in the street, 
the office, or the home? In addition, 

if we can’t stop drug proliferation 
in the confined environment of a 
prison, aren’t we kidding ourselves 
when we talk about the war on 
drugs on the outside?  

Bob Weir is a former detective 
sergeant in the NYPD, and an 
accomplished writer having 

penned seven novels: “Murder in 
Black and White,” “City To Die 

For,” “Powers That Be,” “Ruthie’s 
Kids,” “Deadly To Love,” “Short 

Stories of Life and Death” and 
“Out of Sight.” Bob Weir is the 
executive editor of “The News 

Connection published in Highland 
Village, Texas, and a contributing 

columnist to Yonkers Tribune 
and Westchester Times Tribune. 

BobWeir777@aol.com.

   The history of the pencil is a long 
and beloved one. 
   In 1813, Armando Pencillo realized 
that although people had been 
drawing with lead for hundreds of 
years, the lead, typically the size of 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, 
was too bulky for everyday use. 
Pencillo, one of the first neocons, 
was prepared to start a war with 
some third-world country to prove 
that the lead being used to write 
with was too large. There were 
many third, fourth and even ninth-
world countries in 1813.
   Luckily, he was convinced by a 
kindly atheist to have a drink of his 
putrid moonshine and finally came 
to his senses. Instead of war, he 
took it upon himself to finally make 
the size of the lead manageable. 
After several minutes of hard work, 
Pencillo had come up with the 
proper size piece of lead so that he 
could write numbers small enough 
to keep records for the gambling 

The History of Things: Pencils
By Anthony Greco

ring he always dreamed of starting.
   The lead was now small but it was 
still messy. After his daily pencil 
writing sessions, Pencillo would 
spend close to an hour using dried 
eggplant leaves soaked in squirrel 
saliva to remove the lead from his 
hands – for soft soap was many 
years away. On his next occasion of 
lead-writing, he decided to hold the 
lead between two pieces of wood 
– and the idea for Pencillo’s pencil 
was born.
   Being a neocon, he still wanted 
to start a war. So he picked a fight 
with his next door neighbor, who 
beat the lentils out of the sloth-like 
Pencillo without much effort. It 
would be many years before he was 
well enough to start his gambling 
ring.
   Slowly the pencil craze grew, 
with innovations abounding. The 
hexagonal shape was added so that 
people could exclaim – “hey, it’s 
a hexagon!” The yellow color was 

added when Pencillo decided he 
liked the color yellow better than 
brown. Controversy over what 
number to place on pencils, two 
or four, lasted many years. Some 
existentialists even suggested that 
no number be used. After a vicious 
debate on the Senate floor, where 
Millard Fillmore threatened to drive 
his cane into Martin Van Buren’s 
fragile neck if the number four was 
selected, a young Regis Philbin was 
able to strike a compromise and the 
number two won out. 
   It wasn’t until twenty years later 

that Sam Wrigley found that the 
piece of used gum he had stuck 
to the top of his pencil – just so 
he wouldn’t have to walk to the 
wastepaper basket - could be used 
to erase the lead writing.  If Office 
Depot had been around in 1833, 
Pencillo would have been a multi-
thousandaire, as millionaires were 
also a few years into the future.
   Because the electric pencil 
sharpener was yet to be invented 
by Walter Cronkite, beavers were 
kept around to chew the tips of 
pencils to a point. Unfortunately, 
the common American beaver is an 
unpredictable varmint – a master at 
hiding shoes – which caused many 
marital problems in its day. It has 
never been fully resolved why 19th 
century men didn’t find the beaver’s 
shoe-hiding as offensive as did 19th 
century women. The authors of this 
extensive study of the pencil hope 
to resolve this question soon.
   Armando Pencillo never got the 

recognition he felt he deserved. 
Though useful, the pencil was not 
a glamorous invention and its use 
was relegated to school children 
and butchers. An ad campaign on 
bags of rice went unnoticed by the 
quill-loving public.
   Zechariah Bulsom, the type of man 
who could have been the publisher 
of Scientific American, if Scientific 
American had existed in 1822 said 
of the pencil: “What’s the big deal? 
It’s lead covered in wood. It’s not 
like he invented a pen that you can 
pick from four different colors to 
write with. Now, that would be the 
greatest thing since sliced turnips.” 
(The slicing of bread, though 
invented by this time, apparently 
was not considered as great as the 
slicing of turnips.)
   Pencillo gave up the invention 
business and returned to astounding 
audiences on Martha’s Vineyard 
with his funky-style of accordion 
playing. 
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

Local and Organic Food
Now that spring is here and almost 
gone, we are finally seeing some 
fresh produce in our markets and 
area farms. When buying food, try 
to buy organic and local as much 
as you can – it is good for local 
farmers, the environment and our 
health. Also, buying local, regional 
& seasonal food reduces fuel and 
emissions costs of transport while 
supporting farmers & sustaining 
farmland (open space) in the 
community. 

Following is list of websites that 
may be of interest when looking for 
markets and farms:
www.localharvest.org - Local 
Harvest is a nationwide directory of 
local food sources including small 
farms, markets, and other sources. 
It can be searched by zip code. 
 www.farmandfood.org - The 
Regional Farm & Food Project is a 
member supported, farmer focused, 
non-profit serving the greater 
Hudson-Mohawk Valley food shed 
of New York State. 

www.nofany.org – The Northeast 
Organic Farming Association of NY 
(NOFA-NY) is an organization of 
consumers, gardeners and farmers 
creating a sustainable regional food 
system which is ecologically sound 
and economically viable. 

   If you can’t get to a farm or farmers 
market, Hannaford Food Store on 
Route 6 in Carmel, offers many 
free classes for healthy living. On 
Saturday June 21 at 11am, they will 
be holding an open session about 
going organic on a budget. They also 
have a Nutrition Coordinator and a 

Registered Dietician who offers a 
free ‘Nutrition Walk’ through the 
aisles of the store and will talk about 
reading labels, finding nutritious 
food and developing healthy menus. 
Info: 845-225-4151.  
   Another reason to shop local … 
the Environmental Working Group 
is a non-profit organization that 
provides information and useful 
resources such the Shoppers’ Guide 
to Pesticides in Produce. Following 
is a list of 12 fruits and vegetables 
that contain the highest amount 
of residual pesticides. These, 
especially, are important to buy 
organic - Peaches, Strawberries, 
Apples, Spinach, Nectarines, 
Celery, Pears, Cherries, Potatoes, 
Sweet Bell Peppers, Raspberries 
and Grapes. Info: www.ewg.org.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc.

Hospital Center on the City of 
Peekskill border. It features 29,811 
square feet of medical office space 
that currently is 97 percent leased to 
13 tenants. 
   “The Hudson Valley Hospital 
Center is the premier medical 
complex in its market,” Pitsiokos 
noted. “It is an expanding operation 
in a growing community, which 
creates strong appeal for owning 
a medical office property in such 
close proximity. This type of asset 
is among our primary acquisition 
targets because it offers stability 
in this uncertain economy. Given 
our country’s aging population, 
healthcare – in general – is an area 
that will continue to expand.”
   Last year, Gyrodyne purchased 
the 10-building Port Jefferson 
Professional Park in Port Jefferson, 
N.Y., which also caters to medical 
office use. The Cortlandt Manor 
Medical Center acquisition 
represents the company’s growth 
from a largely Long Island player 

Gyrodyne Acquires Medical Office 
Center in Cortlandt Manor

into the greater tri-state area.
   Gyrodyne was able to secure a cap 
rate of 9.8 percent for the Cortlandt 

Manor Medical Center purchase. 
“As a buyer, it is a real feather in 
our cap to be able to negotiate 

such an attractive rate,” Pitsiokos 
said. “Additionally, the transaction 
qualified for tax deferral under the 
Internal Revenue Code Section 
1033. Altogether, it was a sound 
play for our organization.”
   Gyrodyne orchestrated the sale 
in-house. David Wald, property 
manager and leasing agent for the 
seller, brokered the transaction on 
its behalf.
   Incorporated in 1946, Gyrodyne 
Company of America is a full-
service real estate organization 
that owns and manages diverse 
commercial properties, and is 
committed to environmentally 
sensitive development. Other 
hallmark holdings include 
Flowerfield, a master-planned, 
mixed-use project on Long Island 
in the hamlet of St. James, where 
the company is based. Gyrodyne 
remains in an active acquisition 
mode. 

PLEASANTVILLE, NY -- “The 
average deer density across 
Westchester is around 25 deer per 
square mile and may be higher 
than 50 deer per square mile in 
non-hunted areas,” said Kevin 
Clarke Regional Deer Biologist, 
for the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation, 
after considering recent data. This 
fact is bad news for homeowners 
in Westchester, unless they take 
steps to protect their landscaping 
investment from hungry deer.  
   “The deer had been destroying 
my landscaping for years,” said 
Barbara Abrams, a Westchester 
homeowner. “It took a better 
solution to fencing or sprays to keep 
the deer from eating my plants. My 
garden now looks beautiful and 
I can plant flowers. I would have 
never invested again in landscaping 
without DeerTech.”
   DeerTech provides “Three 
Circles of Protection”—a unique 
combination of patented ultrasound, 
a 12-month proprietary spraying 
program, and switching things up 
monthly to keep deer from adapting. 
Though the company states it 
is unknown exactly how much 
Westchester County homeowners 
spend on deer deterrents each year, 
it is known that fencing, spraying, 
and other one-track methods can be 
limited in their effectiveness. 
   According to Greg Lake, President 
of Westchester based DeerTech, 

Outsmarting Hungry Deer
Homeowners Concerned About Valuable Landscaping Investments

this is because deer are far smarter 
and more athletic than people might 
think.  “Deer eat around eight 
pounds of vegetation per day,” said 
Lake.  “And hungry deer can easily 
leap eight to ten foot fences when 
they know there is food on the other 
side.” 
   DeerTech’s comprehensive 
solution works by assaulting all 
the deer’s senses simultaneously, 
creating an environment the 
deer perceive as dangerous. The 
company’s patented ultrasonic 
units emit a frequency that, while 
nearly inaudible to humans and 
dogs, sounds like a 747 jet engine 
to deer. Ultrasonic frequencies 
are DeerTech’s first circle of 
protection. They block the deer’s 
greatest natural defense—hearing. 
Ultrasound is disconcerting to deer. 
But, in many cases, the ultrasound 
is not enough to keep hungry deer 
from eventually eating if they 

continuously observe no predators 
in the area and learn to listen 
through the sound.
   As a second level of protection, 
the company utilizes sprays 
developed by a wildlife biologist 
(often composed of predator scents) 
in combination with ultrasound to 
simulate a dangerous environment 
for deer. Deer smell a predator and 
can’t identify where the predator 
might be hiding or hear which 
direction they may be striking 
from. It becomes unsafe for them 
to bury their eyes in plants to eat.  
Additionally, using sprays on the 
plants make them taste undesirable 
to deer, so the whole, now scary 
process of eating a homeowner’s 
tasty plants becomes outright 
unappealing. 
   However, even these two circles of 
sound and sprays, while significant 
barriers, can be penetrated over 
time if a smart deer learns to adapt. 
This is why DeerTech switches 
things up monthly, to keep the deer 
off-balance. The company sends a 
field technician to every customer’s 
property each month to observe 
and adjust accordingly the system 
depending on the season, weather 
changes, and the deer behavior on 
the property. 
 
For more information, call 800-
GOT-DEER (468-3337),  or visit 

www.DeerTechUSA.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- On June 
3 fourth grade classes at Daniel 
Webster Magnet Elementary School 
showcased the school’s annual 
Repertory Theater, performing skits 
based on the theme “Our City”, 
loosely taken from the Thornton 
Wilder classic “Our Town.”  Each 
class chose a different time period to 
bring local New Rochelle History to 
life, including a tribute to the roots 
of the Magnet School theme which 

Fourth Grade Repertory Theater at 
Webster School Performs “Our City”

was adopted 25 years ago.  Students 
worked with a drama coach to turn 
their research into a script. The 
project incorporated the arts as 
students express understandings, 
such as social studies, which came 
to life through the various stages of 
the production. The school band, 
under the direction of Michael 
Caputo, enriched a scene about 
the Big Band era and the Glen 
Island Casino as students danced 

on stage to music of that era.  The 
story began with the Siwanoys 
and the Huguenots. Thomas Paine 
was featured as the students spoke 
of “Common Sense.” Scenes paid 
tribute to transportation by railroad 
which was important to the City in 
during the 1800’s, and Broadway 
shows. Classes made their own 
scenery and props. The fifth grade 
school orchestra and band also 
performed.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- County 
Parks Commissioner Joseph A. 
Stout announced today the opening 
dates and schedules of operation for 
all county-owned swimming pools. 
   The pools at Saxon Woods Park 
in White Plains, Sprain Ridge and 
Tibbetts Brook Parks in Yonkers, 
Willson’s Waves at Willson’s 
Woods Park in Mount Vernon and 
Playland Park in Rye will be open 
on weekends beginning Saturday, 
June 14.
   Beginning Thursday, June 26, 
all county pools will be open 
daily through Labor Day. Hours of 
operation are 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
with no admission after 6 p.m.
   Swimming fees at Saxon Woods, 

Sprain Ridge, Tibbetts Brook and 
Willson’s Waves for Park Pass 
holders are $5.75 for adults, $4 for 
children 12 and under, $3.75 for 
seniors weekdays only. Parking 
is included in admission fees. A 
Westchester County resident Park 
Pass is required for entry to all four 
pools. 
   Fees at Playland pool are $4 for 
adults, $3 for children and $3.75 
for seniors; additional parking fees 
apply. 
   A Season Swim Pass is available 
for families, individuals and seniors 
citizens who are Westchester 
County resident Park Pass holders 
only. The pass can be purchased 
and used at all swimming pools 

Westchester County  
Pool Openings Announced

except Playland. 
   Stout said the beaches at Glen 
Island in New Rochelle and 
Playland Park in Rye, which have 
been open on weekends, will also 
open on a seven-day schedule 
beginning June 26. Croton Beach 
in Croton-on-Hudson will remain 
open on weekends and holidays 
only.  All facilities close after Labor 
Day.

For more information, call 
the Westchester County Parks 

Department at (914) 864-PARK or 
log on to 

www.westchestergov.com/parks.

WHITE PLAINS, NY – After 
uncovering illegal activities at the 
South Broadway BID, a Yonkers 
Tribune investigative report 
prompted  Westchester County 
District Attorney Janet DiFiore to 
announce that Maria Maquilon, of  
Yonkers, New York was arraigned 
on a seventeen count indictment 
charging one count of Grand 
Larceny in the Second Degree, a 
class “C” Felony and sixteen counts 
of Falsifying Business Records, in 
the First Degree, class “D” Felonies. 
   Over a twenty month period from 
September 1, 2005 to May 9, 2007, 
the defendant, who was employed as 
a secretary/administrative assistant 
by the Yonkers South Broadway 
District Management Association 
Inc., stole approximately 
$71,098.09 from the Association 
by hand writing and/or cutting 
and cashing unauthorized checks.      
   Additionally, to cover up the 

Yonkers Tribune Investigative Report 
Uncovers BID Theft

Former Yonkers Business Improvement District Employee Arraigned 
on Grand Larceny

thefts, the defendant intentionally 
altered and/or falsified business 
records, including, but not 
limited to, Quick Book Account 
entries, Check Requests, 

purported payees and check stubs.  
   Yonkers police were 
contacted by the Association 
and initiated an investigation.  
   Bail was continued at $1,000.  
   Maquilon’s next court date 
is on August 22nd, 2008.  
   She faces a maximum of 
fifteen years in prison on the 
top count of the indictment.  
   Assistant District Attorney 
Berit Hayes Husbey, of the Public 
Integrity Bureau, will prosecute the 
case. 

In compliance with Disciplinary 
Rule 7-107A of the Code of 

Professional Responsibility, you 
are advised that a charge is merely 
an accusation and that a defendant 

is presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

The Journal News asserted in an 
article dated June 5, 2008 that the 
current housing slump has created 
a “renters’ paradise” because many 
apartments are vacant and landlords 
can’t raise the rents.  So why did a 
city council member say on WVOX 
that there were no vacancies in 
the apartments and houses in New 
Rochelle?  How can a council 
member make such a statement and 
what evidence is available?   Elaine 
M. Waltz, a local realtor, believes 
that the “renters’ paradise” has been 
created because the prices of homes 
are too high and they need to come 
down before people can afford to 
buy them. “Until that happens, 
people will rent, which is pushing 
the price of rentals up.”
   Mayor Noam Bramson in a 
supplement to TheJournal News 
(4/25/08) when asked about the 
“hundreds of new housing units 
in New Rochelle” answered they 
were “in and around downtown.”  
But a New York Times real estate 
article entitled, “Westchester Can 
Wait” (5/4/08), claimed a former 

Does The City of New Rochelle Need More Housing?  

By Peggy Godfrey

New Rochelle resident had rejected 
the Lofts at New Roc because she 
“balked at the view of a train yard.”  
Certainly Mayor Bramson and the 
city council members know many 
of these housing units in downtown 
border on both the train and I-95.  
This would include the Trump 
Towers which recently began 
renting unsold new condominiums 
with an option to buy at a later 
date.
   The Echo Bay development 
project (which was granted a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
by city council) will add more than 
700 housing units.  But the obvious 
troubles in the housing market 
raises questions about why the city 
council and mayor have continued 
to consider even more housing 
units, e.g. the Young Companies 
high rise proposal for North Avenue 
and the rezoning for Lincoln 
Avenue which will greatly increase 
allowable density.
   Lacking a master plan in New 
Rochelle it would seem to be 

appropriate for the Mayor and 
City Council to answer these 
questions about 
the total housing 
stock:

(l) Has a survey 
been completed 
to determine how 
many housing 
units are unsold or 
not rented?

(2) How many housing units 
(including apartments) (a) were 
built between 2000 and 2008,  
and  (b) were built between l990 
and 2000?

(3) Since l990, how many affordable 
units of housing were built?  Specify 
the meaning of  “affordable” in this 
answer.  Define affordable by the 
rent or purchase price.

(4) What is the total number of 
affordable housing units in New 
Rochelle?

(5) How much Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) tax 

credits and other 
benefits have been 
granted for 
h o u s i n g ?  
( e n u m e r a t e 
specifically by 
building)

(6) How many 
New Rochelle 
residents have 

obtained jobs (not construction 
jobs) because of all the additional 
housing?

(7) What is the total number of 
foreclosures in New Rochelle?

(8)  What is the average length 
of time it takes to (l) rent an 
apartment or (2) sell a house in 
New Rochelle?  

(9) How do the tax rates compare 
for houses, condominiums, coops 
and apartments?

(10) What schools are most crowded 
now?

(11) How many students would 
result if all the housing built had 
people living in them?

(12) Has there been an increase 
in the housing vacancy rate for 
older units in New Rochelle since 
hundreds of new housing units have 
been built here?

   These questions are only the 
beginning of a needed dialogue 
in New Rochelle.  Dan Carello of 
Carello Realty said “there are a 
lot of vacancies in New Rochelle.  
There’s definitely a slump in 
the real estate housing market 
from commercial to rentals.There 
are 600 properties for sale in New 
Rochelle.  It hasn’t been like this 
since l982.  It will come back but 
not by tomorrow.  Many people 
now even balk at paying a realtor’s 
fee and this is an indication that 
money is tight.”  Anthony Sutton, 

a real estate broker and community 
activist, felt the “way the economy 
is today and with all the new 
construction in New Rochelle 
unsold and unrented, the Echo Bay 
project sounds like fantasy land.”
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YONKERS, NY -- On the same day as thousands marched in New York City in support of the State of Israel (June 
1, 2008) and in honor of its 60th Birthday, Senator Jeff Klein addressed the Jewish Council of Yonkers (JCY) and 
presented a check for $10,000. Last year the State Senate passed Klein’s legislation, the Terror Free Investment 

Act of 2007, to divest the New York State pension fund from terror sponsoring states.

Klein Presents $10,000 to the 
Jewish Council of Yonkers

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   After last week’s very strong 
spring storm, I thought it important 
that individual homeowners 
understand what they can do to 
aid the Village in effective storm 
water management.  This must be 
a community effort because we all 
live downstream from someone 
else and individual actions can 
affect everyone. 
   Home site water runoff is a concern 
because no matter where you live, it 
is in our watershed.  A watershed is 
simply an area of land that drains 
to a specific point of water – in 
our case the Bronx River.  Excess 
runoff can contribute to flooding 
and contaminated runoff affects 
water quality and wildlife habitat.  
Runoff carries with it whatever 
can be dislodged from a property 
such as salt, soil, leaves, pesticides, 
fertilizers, oil and gasoline.  As 
more permeable surfaces are 
paved or built upon, more runoff is 
created.  The unfiltered water enters 
our storm sewer system before 
entering the Bronx River. 
   Many communities are beginning 
to adopt the concept of “no net loss” 
of water from individual properties.  
This policy involves keeping and 
using the rain that falls on one’s 
property at that property rather than 
sending it off site as storm water 
discharge. 
   Decisions made by individual 
homeowners can greatly reduce 

the quantity of runoff and improve 
the quality of the water that leaves 
one’s property. 
   For example, when making 
renovation or landscaping decisions, 
consider alternatives to concrete or 
asphalt paved surfaces.  Use more 
porous surfaces such as brick, 
gravel, wood chip, stone slabs or 
pavers.  If areas must be paved, 
keep it to a minimum and direct the 
runoff onto grassy areas, not onto 
areas that drain into the storm sewer.  
Design landscaping to facilitate 
water retention and soil infiltration.   
Terracing the topography slows 
water runoff and natural plantings 
that are deep rooted allow for more 
water infiltration. 
   On the day-to-day level, avoid 
use of pesticides and non-organic 
fertilizers.  These drain directly 
into our storm sewer system 
polluting all the Village runoff.  
Follow recommended watering 
practices and make sure sprinklers 
are calibrated so as not to water 

directly onto paved surfaces such as 
sidewalks and driveways.  Clean up 
hazardous material spills properly 
and do not allow gasoline, oil or 
antifreeze to enter a storm sewer.  
Pet waste has become a major 
contaminate to water systems.  
Waste placed in plastic bags then 
dropped in storm sewers causes the 
growth of dangerous bacteria. 
   If possible, use grass clippings 
for composting and fertilizing.  If 
bundled, avoid locating them in 
areas that allow them to wash into 
sewers.  Seed bare spots to help 
prevent soil erosion into the water 
system. 
   Now that the nice weather is 
here, check that roof gutters and 
downspouts drain to grassy surfaces 
not paved areas or in a direct path 
to a storm sewer.  Water from 
downspouts can also be collected 
for other uses on one’s property.  
Finally, when using a sump pump, 
do not discharge the water onto 
paved or impervious surfaces. 
   Excess water from individual 
properties does contribute to 
flooding and contaminated water 
can be costly to correct. 
Many of the suggestions may 
seem rather simple or small but the 
cumulative effect throughout the 
Village can significantly contribute 
to improving our storm water 
management.

on a civil service list.  This 
circumvention of the civil service 
system is an act of utter contempt to 
the taxpayers of this city -- many of 
whom have paid filing fees for and 
take civil service tests in good faith, 
only to be left in limbo waiting to 
be canvassed for positions that will 
never be available to them.  
   We’ve blamed an inadequate 
education funding formula for our 
financial woes, totaling ignoring 
the fact that our spending habits 
contribute in large part to our 
constant financial shortfalls.  We’ve 
had the embarrassment of having 
not one but two control boards 
monitor our spending, with the 
last one exiting in 1998, and it 
didn’t take us long to resume bad 
habits.  We are, quite literally, out 
of control. 
   Unfunded overtime wreaked 
havoc on our finances, something 
that State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli warned us about in 2007, 
advising us to take immediate steps 
to develop a meaningful, realistic 
multi-year plan that provides 
City officials and the public with 
reasonable information on the 
City’s future financial path. One 

Councilwoman
Joan Gronowski Comments on Yonkers 

2008-2009 Budget Vote
of the aforementioned provisional 
employees has a salary of just 
$10,000 less than the comptroller 
of the state of New York.  Is it any 
wonder we are in trouble? 
We received the Board Education 
budget the night before their budget 
hearing on Thursday, May 22nd, 
which I believe is an affront to us 
as councilmembers.  A submission, 
which lacks the clarity, specificity 
and inconsistencies in format needed 
for an accurate appraisal of their 
spending.  There are no functional 
narratives, which describe the 
purposes or accomplishments of 
the different areas of funding.  I 
have just now received answers to 
questions I posed one week ago.  
   The fleet of take home city cars 
has been reduced through the years, 
but there are still 140 cars being 
driven home to places in Putnam 
and other counties.  How many 
people in the private sector have not 
only free cars and gas?  In this time 
of fiscal crisis, I have not seen one 
overture to have employees turn in 
their city vehicles to save taxpayer 
money, even with the potential of 
a budget which might have been 
voted down, with the loss of their 

colleagues’ jobs.  These cars are 
being taken home by employees 
who live in Dutchess and Putnam 
Counties, at an enormous cost to 
the taxpayer. 
   I understand from my colleagues 
that the city council should be 
receiving quarterly financial reports 
from the administration.  I have not 
seen one this year.  I have requested 
that these reports be forthcoming, 
but have received no response 
from the administration. I feel any 
staffing funds available to the city 
council should be used for budget 
analysis. 
   I truly believe a tax increase of 
any kind might have been more 
acceptable if the there had been 
some effort made to eliminate the 
numerous city hall positions that 
were created as political favors 
and blatant patronage. Although it 
wouldn’t have balanced our budget, 
this would have at least shown the 
hard working taxpayer that efforts 
were met to trim the fat that has 
existed for many years in this 
budget.   
   A tax increase of 4% is at least 
in keeping with a consumer price 
index (inflation index).

   I am enormously disappointed in 
the MTA’s gratuitous compensation 
practices. In addition to discovering 
that MTA board members receive 
free E-Z Pass tags for life, the MTA 
paid at least one retired executive a 
year’s salary, $200,000, as if he was 
still on the payroll. 
   It is utterly outrageous that these 
board members, many of whom 
are already millionaires, get a 
free ride up on MTA controlled 
bridges and tunnels while New 
Yorkers continue to suffer in a 
stressed economic climate under 
excessive transportation costs. It is 
unconscionable for these people to 
get a free ride and then turn and ask 
for toll increases. 
   Serving as an MTA board member 
is an uncompensated position. It is 
unacceptable that board members 
are receiving these freebies as a 
thank you from the MTA at the 
expense of taxpayers across 
New York. I applaud Attorney 
General Andrew Cuomo for 

MTA Board Members Get Giveaways at 
New York’s Expense 

By Adam Bradley
Assemblyman Representing 89th District

holding these people accountable to 
requirements of serving the MTA. 
I also urge the AG to use power 
to force board members to repay 
the state for any uses of those E-Z 
passes under the Tweed law. 

   The MTA oversees New York 
City subways, the MTA Staten 
Island Rail Road, MTA Long Island 
Rail Road, MTA Long Island Bus, 
MTA Metro-North Rail Road, MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels and MTA 
Capital Construction. The E-ZPass 
tags it gives to board members 
can be used on all the bridges and 
tunnels within MTA’s jurisdiction. 
   The MTA and its board members 
have displayed a complete lack of 
respect for New Yorkers. They have 
handed out E-ZPass tags to 60 past 
and present board members, with 
some of them holding separate tags 
for each of their cars. In addition, 
the MTA has the audacity to pay a 
retired executive a year’s salary at 
$200,000 for doing nothing. The 
MTA needs to focus on improving 
service, which is why it claimed it 
had to increase fares, and put an 
immediate end to improper perks 
and wasteful expenditures

   It was December 2007 when 
Yonkers City Clerk Joan Deierlein’s 
appointment to City Clerk expired. 
Since that time Deierlein has 
maintained the office of the City 
Clerk under the aegis of the 
Yonkers City Council, specifically 
at the discretion of Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck Lesnick, 
because he is the most senior 
elected official among the Democrat 
majority. The City Clerk is an 
assignment politically designated 
and maintained. The unusual aspect 
of having Deierlein, a registered 
Republican as lead City Clerk, 
among a majority of Democrats 
is unusual. It was in November 
2007 that the Republicans lost 
the majority to the Democrats 
in the Yonkers City Council. In 
gaining political prominence, the 
Democrats would have elevated 
their City Clerk designee, Barbara 
Flatley from second position to 
first and lead City Clerk.  Vincent 
Spano, designated to his post 
representing the Conservatives was 
then regarded as too inexperienced 
to take the reigns required of the 
lead clerk. That being the case, 
Deierlein, after much bickering and 
back-room haggling, was permitted 
to maintain her office on a month to 
month basis. 
   There was/is great hope that 
Flatley will recuperate. Her contract 
is said to expire this August 2008.
   In anticipation of the looming 
national, and state elections of 
November 2008, and the local 

Redefining Yonkers’ City Clerk’s Office and Budget 
Fun and Games Employed in Resurrecting Names

By Hezi Aris

elections of 2009, control of the 
City Clerk’s office has come center 
stage,  specifically because Mayor 
Phil Amicone’s FY 2008-2009 
Proposed Budget failed to garner 
approval from the Yonkers City 
Council during the June 3, 2008 
meeting. The issue 
that would come to 
dilute gentlemen’s 
and ladies’ resolve 
to maintain their 
promise of agreement 
over the proposed 
budget disintegrated 
over the transfer of 
funds within the City 
Clerk’s office that 
moved $200,000 from 
the “Special Project” account to the 
more generic “Salary” line.
   The “Special Project” account is 
used for the hiring of experts whose 
expertise lends credibility to a 
subject matter being studied; such as 
the hiring of Lamont Blackstone, for 
his appraisal and recommendation 
regarding the use of tax incremental 
financing (TIF) for an economic 
development project presently 
being contemplated. The “Salary” 
line is used for the hiring of staff.
   Yonkers City Councilman John 
Murtagh (R-5th District) was 
adamant that the “Salary” line not 
be used for hiring additional staff, 
pointing out that other concerns 
held greater importance at this 
juncture, specifically the funding of 
education, or negating that, deleting 
the funds altogether.

   Minority Leader Liam McLaughlin 
(R-4th District) vehemently 
opposed Murtagh’s argument.
   What did become evident was 
that Lesnick, Majority Leader 
Sandy Annabi (D-2nd District), and 
McLaughlin would have greatest 

sway, simply by the 
prominence of their 
respective offices and 
titles, to direct who 
would eventually be 
hired.
   Among Democrats 
contemplated for the 
Yonkers City Clerk 
are, Symra Brandon 
and Dennis Robertson, 

personalities seemingly 
resurrected from the past. To that 
list, Annabi’s name has also been 
most recently mentioned. Among 
Republican possibilities, are John 
Spencer, Kathy Spring Spencer and 
Phil Gilles.
   Symra Brandon is a personality 
mentioned before to replace 
Flatley, whose term will expire in 
August 2008 unless she returns 
from her convalescence; no need 
to repeat Brandon’s qualifications, 
or lack thereof. Dennis Robertson, 
recent Yonkers mayoral candidate 
who lost handsomely to Mayor 
Amicone has been mentioned as a 
possibility though the likelihood of 
him garnering four votes among the 
City Council is questionable.
   Lesnick has suggested Annabi 
consider the post of City Clerk, 
but only if she removes her name 

in challenging him for the office 
of Yonkers City Council President. 
The likelihood of Annabi gravitating 
to the City Clerk’s position is 
mitigated by the great responsibility 
and respect she has earned by her 
present employer. The probability 
is slim for Annabi to accept the City 
Clerk’s position.
   Talk of former Mayor John 
Spencer being hired under the 
“Salary” line are simply a rumor 
denied by the Honorable Spencer. 
Out of that rumor came the more 
plausible suggestion that Kathy 
Spring Spencer would be more 
adept at managing the office of the 
City Clerk. That too, is a falsehood 
vehemently denied and rationalized 
as improbable. Thus, the name of 
Phil Gilles, mentioned many times, 
is resurrected once more. Gilles was 
employed during the time Richard 
Martinelli was City Council 
President. He was employed under 
an item delineated then as part of 
the City Clerk’s Office but was 
engaged in developing Republican 
concepts and strategy. 
   While the transfer of funds from 
one line of the Yonkers City Clerk’s 
budget was moved from one line 
to another as specified in the most 
recent Yonkers City Council meeting 
of June 3, 2008, the likelihood of 
the $200,000 transfer returning to 
its rightful place under the “Special 
Project” line will deflect attention 
from the fun and games agenda 
that will eventually embroil all the 
protagonists in legal remedy of 
individuals’ employment rights, 
and many more gentlemen’s and 
ladies’ agreements being concluded, 
absolved, and concluded again. But 
it will soothe some sensibilities; as 
the pecking order is recalibrated.
   A Special Meeting of the Yonkers 
City Council on Jun 6, 2008, did 
not pass the budget.

ALBANY, NY -- Two open 
government bills sponsored by 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin have 
passed both the Assembly and Senate 
and are now awaiting a signature 
from Governor Paterson.  These 
bills further enforce the public’s 
right to know under the Open 
Meetings Law and the Freedom of 
Information Law 
(FOIL). The first 
bill would require 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t 
for attorney’s fees 
where there has 
been a violation of 
the Open Meetings 
Law.  The second 
bill requires that 
a government 
agency collect and 
maintain electronic 
records in a manner that provides 
maximum access to records while 
guaranteeing protection of personal 
privacy.    
“Passing this groundbreaking 
legislation is long overdue.  We 
cannot allow violations of the Open 
Meetings Law to occur because an 
individual cannot afford attorney’s 
fees,” said Assemblywoman 
Paulin. “This legislation removes 
any financial barriers that could 
prohibit full enforcement of this 
very important law.”  
   According to the Open Meetings 
Law, commonly referred to as 
the “Sunshine Law,” all public 
business must be performed in an 
open manner where the public can 
fully observe the deliberations and 
decisions that go into the making of 
public policy.  If a court determines 
that a vote was taken in violation 
of this law, or that substantial 
deliberations relating to the vote 
were held in private prior to the 

Paulin’s Open 
Government Bills Pass 
Assembly and Senate

vote, this new legislation would 
require the court to reimburse 
reasonable attorney’s fees to the 
successful petitioner. 
   “This legislation will encourage 
government bodies to fully comply 
with the Open Meetings Law 
and enhance the public’s right 
to know how and why decisions 

are made,” added 
Robert Freeman 
Executive Director 
Committee on Open 
Government, NYS 
Dept. of State.  
   The second 
bill requires 
that government 
agencies design 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
retrieval systems 
in a manner that 

segregates public information data 
from personal privacy data in order 
to promote maximum access to 
public records guaranteed under 
FOIL.  
   “My second bill is no less 
important. We rely on our 
government agencies to be 
responsible guardians of our records.  
In today’s electronic age, these 
agencies must be able to routinely 
separate public information from 
privileged information in order to 
be in full compliance of FOIL,” 
stated Paulin.    
   “This bill will encourage 
state and local government 
agencies in New York to use 21st 
century technology as a means 
of maximizing public access to 
government information while 
also guaranteeing the protection of 
personal privacy,” stated Freeman.  
“I applaud Assemblywoman Paulin 
for sponsoring and fighting for this 
legislation.”  
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- As prices 
at the pumps have now climbed 
well above $4.00/gallon, Mayor 
Clinton Young’s administration 
continues to keep a close eye on 
gas prices in Mount Vernon and 
the effect that it has on consumers.  
It was announced recently that 
the New York State Agriculture 
Commissioner announced that 
gas stations with non-digital fuel 
dispensers can apply for half-gallon 
pricing, since older equipment 
cannot compute prices in excess of 
$3.999.  But what does this mean 
for you?    
   “Smaller gas stations in the area 
have equipment that simply can’t 
handle the rate at which prices 
register,” said Mayor Young.  “I 
just want people to be aware of the 
fact that when they see a sign that 
says $2.00 for gas, it means that 
you’re paying for half a gallon, not 
a gallon.  You are going to end up 
paying the same amount to fill up 
as before, the State is just trying to 
help out smaller gas stations who 
have this equipment.” 
   There are three stations in Mount 
Vernon that have these “non-digital 
fuel dispensers”:
   Repeti’s Service @ 22 West South 
Street; Olympic Auto Repair @ 
608 North Terrace Avenue; Dave’s 

Mayor Young to Consumers: “Don’t 
Get Too Excited, Half-Price Gas Just 

Means Half the Amount of Gas”

5th Ave Service @ 263 South 5th 
Avenue
   In a prior release from New York 
State Agriculture Department, 
the following information was 
presented: 
   Many of the older style mechanical 
dispensers use numbered wheels to 
display the gallons and total sale 
figures.  The regulation now allows 
gas stations to compute prices at 
one-half the price per gallon, until 
they have the dispenser upgraded 
with a replacement computer. 
   Under this regulation, the total 
change for fuel will remain the 
same.  The sign on front of the 
dispenser, as well as the signs on top 
of the pump and along the roads will 

remain at the full price per gallon to 
allow for easy price comparisons.  
The only difference would be on 
the front of the dispenser, it would 
read “one-half total sale” and “one-
half price per gallon.”  Therefore 
the total charge for a purchase 
would have to be calculated by 
doubling the price on the dispenser.  
   Again, here are some things that 
you can do as a consumer to make 
sure that you don’t end up getting 
cheated at the pump: 
•Be aware of “pump hanging” where 
the previous transaction may have 
not finished, and you could end up 
paying for gas that never ended up 
in your car, truck, or motorcycle;
•Make sure the pump starts at ZERO 
on both Gallons and Total Price;
•DO THE MATH!  Stop at 1 gallon, 
check the total price against the 
price displayed on top of the pump.  
Stop again at 10 gallons and check 
again, and finally;
•Always get a receipt.  Make sure 
the receipt matches the prices and 
total displayed on the pump.

If you have any questions, or would 
like to file a complaint, please feel 
free to call (914) 665-2300 and ask 
for the Mount Vernon Department 

of Weights & Measures.

ALBANY, NY -- The New York 
State Assembly voted today 81-
46 to support a bill sponsored by 
Assemblyman George Latimer (D-
Westchester, 91st A.D.) that would 
eliminate the New Rochelle Tolls 
on the New England Thruway. 
Latimer’s bill requires Senate 
approval and the Governor’s 
signature to go into effect. 
   Assemblyman Latimer stated that 
“the toll booths are a source of heavy 
traffic on I-95; routinely, the traffic 
spills over into the New Rochelle, 
Larchmont, and Mamaroneck 
communities, as truckers and drivers 
attempt to avoid the toll booth 
back-up. The air quality conditions 
for those who live adjacent to the 
toll booths on Palmer Avenue in 
New Rochelle is simply atrocious; 
the noise is equally bothersome. 
As toll rates rise every year, more 

Latimer & Oppenheimer Legislation to 
Eliminate New Rochelle Tolls on New 

England Thruway Receives  
NYS Assembly Approval

drivers will seek to avoid the toll, 
making the situation worse.” The 
New England Thruway toll - now 
at $1.50 - is the highest toll for 
the shortest land distance in the 

Thruway system, excluding bridges. 
   NYS Senator Suzi Oppenheimer 
is the bill’s sponsor in the State 
Senate.

YONKERS, NY – Yonkers Tribune 
acid-tongued bloggers have 
unearthed many issues of concern. 
Most recently they have uncovered 
a damning issue that rests squarely 
before Yonkers Department of 
Housing & Buildings Commissioner 
John P. Meyer, P.E. While Meyer’s 
conduct is not in question, a member 
of his “team,” that of Jamal Marji, 
Building Inspector is.
Accusatory fingers point in Marji’s 
direction over a tragedy that had 
occurred in an apartment rented 
to a young woman and child in a 
house situated on Hill Terrace and 
Buckingham.  The sewage back-
up that rose within the basement 
apartment precipitated a complaint 
by the woman with the Housing 
& Buildings Department which 
was instigated by the landlord not 
permitting the tenant to initially 
retrieve her belongings from the 
basement apartment.

An Alleged Marji of Errors 
By Hezi Aris

   Yonkers Police were called. Upon 
their arrival, it was agreed to allow 
the tenant to retrieve some of her 
belongings.
It is further alleged that Marji 
suggested the tenant accept a small 
remuneration to re-locate; the offer 
to that affect is alleged to have 
been made by the homeowner. 
The paperwork regarding the 
circumstances about the incident, 
as allegedly submitted by Marji, is 
devoid of any mention of the sewage 
back-up. Existing photographic 

evidence will prove otherwise. 
Further still, Marji’s report 
allegedly does not make mention 
that the house is not certified for a 
rental unit.
   Yonkers Tribune acid-tongued 
bloggers have discovered that the 
Certificate of Occupancy for the 
home in question is designated a 
2-family structure with a basement, 
storage and laundry area. It does 
not permit a “rental unit.”
   The “oversight” is central to many 
allegations in the City of Yonkers 
regarding “illegal rentals” that dot 
communities, straining services, 
parking, among other concerns.
   Yonkers Tribune acid –tongued 
bloggers maintain that the incident 
is presently being investigated by 
Inspector General Philip Zisman’s 
office. No confirmation to that 
effect has been acknowledged.

NEW YORK, NY -- Legal Counsel 
representing Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Brooklyn); Serphin Maltese 
(R-Queens; Assembly Republican 
Minority Leader James Tedisco 
(R-Schenectady); among others, 
and attorneys with the Alliance 
Defense Fund filed a lawsuit  
(Download GoldenPetition.pdf) 
in Manhattan today to halt Gov. 
Paterson’s order that requires 
state agencies to recognize same-

Gov. Paterson’s Same-Sex Marriage 
Directive Challenged by Lawsuit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Mary Chesney, 87, of Yonkers 
passed away on May 24, 2008 with 
her family by her side. She was born 
on Oct 3, 1920 in Nizny Slavko, 
Slovakia to John & Margaret Krupa 
Turek. Mary was raised & educated 
in Slovakia. She came to the U.S. 
in 1939 and settled in Hastings 
then Yonkers. She married her 
loving husband Edward on August 
12, 1945 in the Most Holy Trinity 
Church in Yonkers; he predeceased 
her on Aug. 1, 1979. She worked 
at St. John’s Riverside Hospital as 
a Dietary Aide for over 20 years. 
Mary was a warm loving & kind 
mother and grandmother who was 
devoted to her family & friends & 
will be missed by all. Besides her 
husband she is predeceased by a son 
Thomas (2003) and she is survived 
by her Loving children Janice 
(Robert) Chaisson of Yonkers, 
Charles (Elizebeth) Chesney of 
Yonkers, Edward of Yonkers, 
her Cherished 7 grandchildren 
Stephanie, Erica, Vanessa, Robert, 
Kristyn, Melyssa, Rebecca, her 
adored Great Grandchildren Brian 
and Korbyn and her expected great 
granddaughter Jolie. Also surviving 
are a Brother & Sister in Slovakia. 
A mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated for Mary on Wednesday 
May 28, 2008 at 10 AM at the Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 
Yonkers with Interment to follow 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery. The Family 

will receive friends on Tuesday 
May 27 from 2-4 & 7-9 Pm at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. 
In Lieu of Flowers donations can 
be made in Mary’s memory to the 
Hospice Care of Westchester & 
Putnam 540 White Plains Road, 
Ste. #300 Tarrytown, NY 10591. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 168 
Park Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.
 
Frederick George Hill, 72, of 
Yonkers, N.Y., and Lakewood, N.J., 
passed away on May 31, 2008, at 
the Jersey Shore Medical Center. He 
was born On December 17, 1935, to 
Frederick and Dorothy (Ryan) Hill 
in Yonkers where he was raised and 
graduated from Manhattan Prep and 
received his B.S. in Engineering 
from Manhattan College. Mr. Hill 
worked as a Electrical Engineer 
for ADT Corp. for over 40 years; 
retiring in 1998. Fred married his 
loving wife Ronnie Dwyer on April 
8, 1961; she survives living in 
Yonkers. Fred was a parishioner of 
Christ The King Church and served 
as a former Trustee of the parish 
and a member of their Holy name 
Society; Knights of Columbus and 
coached in their CYO program 
and also served as a supervisor 
of sports. He was also a member 
of the Amackassin Club, 32 Club 
and 140 Club where he served 
as their treasurer. Fred was an 

avid Giants fan and season ticket 
holder since 1951. He was also an 
Army Veteran. Besides his wife 
Ronnie, he is survived by his four 
children; Kimberly Hill of Yonkers, 
Frederick (Patricia) G. Hill III of 
West Nyack, Maura (Chris) Friend 
of Yonkers, and Tara (Kevin) 
Schaefer of Yonkers; He is also 
survived by his five grandchildren 
-  Casey and Christopher Friend, 
Madelyn and Fred Hill IV and 
Katie Schaefer and his brother 
Robert Hill of Wappingers Falls, 
NY. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held for Fred on Thursday, June 5, 
2008, at  Christ The King Church in 
Yonkers, followed by Interment at 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. The Family 
received friends on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, June 3 and 4, 2008, 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral Home. 
Donations can be made in Fred’s 
memory to the Msgr. John Foley 
Memorial Scholarship P.O. Box 
6 Yonkers, NY 10703 Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home 168 Park Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.
 
Dr. Fred Hubbard ,“Village 
Naturalist” of Hastings-on-Hudson, 
died at his home on June 4th  at 
the age of 81. As an international 
water resources specialist and 
environmental consultant, Hubbard 
had advised governments around 
the world in planning for safe and 

secure availability of precious 
water for human consumption, 
agriculture, electric power. fisheries 
and even recreation.When he and 
his wife, Louise, who survives 
him, moved to Hastings, he soon 
began exploring the terrain and had 
the idea that a trash-filled wooded 
area bordering the Hudson river 
could be transformed into a nature 
trail connecting with other such 
riverside trails. The village leaders 
liked the plan and encouraged him 
to proceed. Hubbard discovered 
that volunteers were eager to help 
clean up the area. Now the area 
has been converted to an enviable 
scenic walk. Soon residents of the 
community were seeking his help 
also with diseased trees and the 
planting of replacements. Hastings 
was so gratified at these fresh 
developments that it named him 
their official naturalist.In pursuit of 
his environmental career, Hubbard 
has had world-wide clients among 
nation states. His assignments 
included government agencies in 
Turkmenistan, Indonesia, Ethiopia, 
Vietnam, Ivory Coast, Nepal, Papua 
New Guinea, Oman, Senegal, 
Malawi, Thailand, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, Gambia, India, Chad and 
Afghanistan.
He has been a member of the staffs 
of the U.S. Corps of Engineers 
and the Environmental Protection 
Agency in Washington, the United 

Nations Development Program 
in New York, the Organization 
for Economic and Corporate 
Development in Paris and the East-
West Center in Honolulu. Following 
his graduation from Wisconsin 
State College at Stevens Point, 
Hubbard continued his education 
and earned a Master’s Degree from 
Iowa State and a PhD. Degree from 
the University of Michigan.  He 
taught for several years at Wartburg 
College and Grand View College in 
Iowa. He studied also in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, on a Fulbright Scholarship. 
During World War II Hubbard saw 
active duty with the U.S. Army in 
Italy. He is survived by Louise, his 
wife of 57 years, and by his sister 
Hope Makholm of Palm Beach 
Garden, Florida and his brother 
John Hubbard of  Southern Pines, 
North Carolina in addition to three 
nieces and one nephew. Donations 
in Fred’s memory may be made to 
any organization the donor thinks 
appropriate, including: Village 
of Hastings Betterment Fund for 
either: Fred and Louise Hubbard 
Trailway Fund or Beautification, 
7 Maple Avenue; Hastings Library 
Memorial Fund, 7 Maple Avenue, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522; Hastings 
Historical Society, 407 Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522; Friends 
of the Old Croton Aqueduct, Inc.15 
Walnut Street, Dobbs Ferry, NY 
10522

Mary Rita Kimmey (nee 
Palmerton) of Yonkers died on 
Monday,  June 2, 2008, at age 96. 
Born on May 14, 1912, to George 
and Frances (Hennessey) Palmerton 
in Yonkers where she was raised 
and graduated from School #9 and 
Gorton High School. Mrs. Kimmey 
was an Underwriter Secretary for 
Bellows & Warren Inc in N.Y.C. for 
over 20 years, retiring in 1977. On 
Jan 28, 1937, she married William 
Kimmey in Ossining, N.Y.; he died 
in 1994. Mrs. Kimmey is survived 
by her brother George C. Palmerton 
Jr., of Yonkers, and two sisters 
Margaret T. Brundage and Jeanne 
Cairns, both of Yonkers. She was 
predeceased by her brother John F. 
Palmerton and three sisters Frances 
Kniegen - Wilcheck, Agnes Sullivan 
and Maryanne Marietta. She is also 
survived by several nieces and 
nephews and her God -children 
Robert Palmerton of Tarrytown, 
Vicky Slack of Louisiana, Janet 
Ofeidt of Monroe, NY, and Jenny 
Taylor of Butler, N.J. Visitation 
took place at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home on Wednesday, June 
4, 2008. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was conducted at St.Bartholomew’s 
Church on Thursday, June 5, 2008. 
Interment followed at Woodlawn 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home 168 Park Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.
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sex marriages joined in other 
jurisdictions.Conservative Party 
Chairman Michael is also a plaintiff. 
   “The governor should respect 
New York’s marriage laws over 
the laws of foreign jurisdictions.  
The governor has no authority 
to issue directives which conflict 
with New York’s public policy.  
His actions are an assault on the 
democratic process,” said ADF 
Senior Legal Counsel Brian Raum. 

   The lawsuit claims that 
Paterson overstepped his bounds. 
   Attorney General Andrew Cuomo 
who has come out in support of 
same-sex marriage has said he will 
defend the state in the case, citing 
that “it is the law,” as specified in 
a court case ruled upon in Monroe 
County in which a married Canadian 
couple was found to be entitled to 
the same benefits as other married 
couples.
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   The cost to each family will be 
$50 for the first child and $25 for 
each additional child.  Scholarship 
discounts are available for those 
who qualify.  The deadline to 
register is Friday, August 1st. 
   To learn more about Wartburg’s 
Kid’s Bible Camp, please call the 
Rev. Carol E. A. Fryer, Chaplain 
and Director of Pastoral Care, at 

The Wartburg Adult Care Community to Host Bible Day Camp for Children
914-513-5162. Space is limited 
to just 30 campers, so please call 
today. 
   All facilities at The Wartburg are 
wheelchair accessible 
   The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community is a not-for-profit 
Lutheran ministry, serving people 
of all faiths with health-related 
and residential programs for older 

adults.  These include skilled 
nursing care, rehabilitation, 
Alzheimer’s and dementia care, 
assisted and independent living, 
adult day services, home care, 
pastoral care and monthly caregiver 
support groups.   
   The Wartburg is conveniently 
located off Exit 12 of the 
Hutchinson River Parkway near the  

Pelham/Mount Vernon border. 

For more information and 
directions to The Wartburg Adult 
Care Community, call (914) 699-

0800 or visit www.thewartburg.org.

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/GoldenPetition.pdf
mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
http://www.thewartburg.org/
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