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YONKERS, NY -- In response 
to the growing demand among 
primary care 
veterinarians 
and pet owners 
for advanced 
diagnostic tools 
and innovative 
t r e a t m e n t 
options, noted 
local veterinary 
n e u r o l o g i s t s 
Drs. Richard J. Joseph and Jason M. 
Berg (above, left to right) recently 
opened the Animal Specialty 
Center (ASC).  Located at 9 Odell 
Plaza in Yonkers, NY, the ASC is 
the first and only veterinary facility 
in the world with the CyberKnife® 
Robotic Radiosurgery System, a 
new technology used in hospitals to 
treat human cancer patients.   
   The ASC offers emergency care 24 

YONKERS, NY -- The yearly 
monotony that causes all of Yonkers 
to visit the educational funding 
formula is instigated by deadlines 
that demand a balanced budget. 
This year, as in previous years, the 
Yonkers City Budget was in deficit 
by approximately $50 million. 
Quick to raise an accusatory 
finger of blame, the entire city 
meritoriously repeated the inequity 
wrought by an education funding 
formula that has returned less to 
Yonkers than it has to other upstate 
cities. With budget concerns 
simmering subliminally within the 
city’s psyche, Senator Stewart-
Cousins, with broad support from 
the Albany Delegation, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblymen Mike Spano, 
J. Gary Pretlow, and Richard 
Brodsky, believing that Yonkers 
potential for growing out of its 
fiscal plight need be supported by 
a more amenable education funding 
equation to sustain the potential 
development and redevelopment 
of  Yonkers on the municipal side 
of the equation, was desirous to 
formalize a different formula  in 
writing rather than simply espouse 

THE BRONX, NY -- Get a lead 
on Fathers’ Day, and transport 
Dad or Granddad back in time 
to a 19th-century game of “base 
ball”  complete with authentic rules 
and replica bats, balls, and uniforms-
-and no helmets or gloves.
   Entitled “Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game: 1864,” the event portrays 
the earliest roots of “base ball” and 
takes place Fathers’ Day Weekend, 
Saturday, June  14, from 12:00 
Noon to 3 p.m., at the Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum and gardens in 

NEW YORK, NY --  The 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & 
Transgender Community Center 
issued the following statement 
concerning New York State 
Governor David Paterson’s action 
to order all State agencies to 
recognize same-sex marriages 
performed in other jurisdictions. 
   The Center’s Executive Director, 
Richard Burns, explained, 
“Governor Paterson has proven 
himself once again to be a true ally 
to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender  (LGBT) community 

ALBANY, NY -- The Assembly 
passed a package of bills designed 
to give small 
businesses the help 
they need to thrive 
in New York State. 
A s s e m b l y m a n 
George Latimer 
(D-Westchester, 
91st A.D.) said this 
legislation gives 
small businesses 
— one of the key 
foundations of the 
state’s economy 
— a helping hand. 
   “The success 
of small businesses is vital 
to the success of New York’s 
communities,” Assemblyman 
Latimer said. “According to U.S. 
Census data, small businesses are 

Legislation to Help NY Small 
Businesses Passed in Assembly, 

Encourages Entrepreneurs
Measures Designed to Aid Minority and 

Women-Owned Businesses, Small Businesses 
Seeking Niche Markets

the source of up to 80 percent of all 
new jobs in our country. We need 

to do what we can 
to bolster and 
encourage small-
business growth in 
our state — that’s 
why the Assembly 
has taken great 
steps to ensure 
resources are 
available to assist 
new businesses 
and help existing 
companies grow.” 
   Latimer, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 

the Sound Shore communities 
of Westchester, has established 
an aggressive outreach to local 
businesses, through the Chambers 

Bring Dad  
to The Bronx 

“Base Ball” Game  
Shows 1864 Roots of National Pastime

Currier & Ives’ ,“The American National Game of Base Ball,” 
immortalizes the New York Mutuals, depicting an 1865 game between 

them and the Brooklyn Atlantics with 20,000 spectators.

see Manhattanville Pg. 4

Pelham Bay Park, The Bronx.
   Playing by 1864 rules, the Mutual 
Base Ball Club of New York will 
take on the Knickerbocker Base 
Ball Club of New York, with the 
historic 19th-century mansion 
and carriage house as a backdrop.   
(Watch “dem”  antique rippled 
windows, “will youse?”)
   This is the first time the modern 
teams have played each other, 
though they competed in the 19th 

Animal Specialty Center 
Expands Veterinary Care 

Horizons in Yonkers
Only Veterinary Hospital to Offer  

CyberKnife Technology
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days 
a year.  Comprehensive specialty 

m e d i c a l , 
surgical and 
support services 
are available by 
referral from 
primary care 
veterinarians. 
   “Our primary 
mission is to 
expand the 

horizons of veterinary care in the 
greater tri-state area and support 
veterinarians when they see serious 
cases that require the extra skill 
level of a specialist,” said Dr. 
Richard Joseph, co-founder of the 
ASC.  “Our goal is to keep people 
and pets together longer while 
improving quality of life.” 
    “We’re breaking new ground by 

   The “failed state” label often 
refers to far off lands of which most 
Americans are unfamiliar. These 
are the nations or states that we pity 
for their inability to take charge of 
their destiny. Witness the failures of 
Somalia, East Timor, the Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo (Kinshasa), 
Zimbabwe, among 
others. Each has 
demonstrated an 
inability to function 
that is most often 
laughed at behind 
closed doors. At 
issue is governance, 
not the people who 
inhabit these lands. 
To imagine that 
Yonkers is on the 
precipice of being 
defined as a “failed state” may seem 
absurd to some, yet… 
   Success and failure is difficult 
to define no matter the parameters 
used though some readers will 
recognize that a strong state or 
government, in full control of its 
territory, provides and delivers 
high quality political goods to 
their citizenry. They perform well 
in GDP per capita and the growth 
thereof, and are perceived low on 
any corruption index.
   Weak states exhibit ethnic, 
religious, linguistic, and other 

A Failed State:
The Taxonomy of Yonkers

By Hezi Aris

tensions that limit or decrease their 
ability to deliver political goods. 
These conflicts tend to skirt the edge 
of exploding into open conflict. 
GDP per capita falls or is falling, 
while the privatization of education 
and health care exposes the sign 

of state weakness. 
Corruption is 
common; the rule of 
law is applied weakly 
and in rare instances. 
Despots rule. 
Witness the days of 
Iraq under Saddam, 
North Korea’s 
leader Kim Jong-il, 
Libya’s Muammar 
al-Gaddafi, and 
the leader of 
Belarus, Alexander 
Lukashenko. 

   Failed states provide little 
political goods forfeiting the 
distribution thereof to warlords. 
Security is non-existent or is on the 
verge of collapse. The economic 
infrastructure has failed, the health 
care system is in decline, and the 
educational system is in shambles. 
GDP per capita is in a precipitous 
decline, inflation soars, corruption 
flourishes. Failed states often have 
a very rich minority that takes 
advantage of the failed system. Nepal 

Concern for Our 
Children Underscores 

Recent Tactical Political 
Effort

By Hezi Aris

cerebral concepts among  esoteric 
circles. And it is with that approach 
and demeanor in mind  that would 
cause one political pose and stance  
to unfurl before the watchful. 
   Initially, as in previous years for 
almost a decade, the Yonkers City 
Council would create a document 
that would in time evolve into a 
resolution that upon agreement 
would come before the City Council 
for a vote. The resolution spoke to the 
desire of the Yonkers City Council 
that the New York State Legislature 
revisit the formula in the hope that 
they would be willing to move 
the equation in a manner closer 
to being equitable than presently. 
That tactic has proved a failure.  
   Getting wind of a meeting initiated 
by Senator Stewart-Cousins, 
earnestly promoted by Yonkers 
City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, and underpinning support 
by the Albany Delegation, Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone asked to speak 
before the Yonkers City Council 
to ask that they take his lead in 
suggesting the formula be revisited. 

Governor 
Paterson Backs 

Recognition 
of Same-

Sex Unions 
Performed 
in Other 

Jurisdictions

PURCHASE, NY -- Thousands of 
walkers, including individuals with 
autism, their families and friends, 
are expected to join together to 
raise much-needed funds for critical 
scientific research and to increase 
awareness about a growing health 
crisis that now affects 1 in every 
150 children at Autism Speaks’ 
7th Annual Westchester/Fairfield 
Walk Now for Autism on Sunday, 
June 8, at Manhattanville College, 
Purchase, NY.  All proceeds from 

Manhattanville College 
to Host 7th Annual 

Westchester Walk Now 
For Autism

the event benefit Autism Speaks, the 
nation’s leading autism advocacy 
organization.
   Last year’s event raised more than 
$1.2 million with more than 216 
teams.  This year’s goal is to break 
$1.5. 
   Walk Now for Autism is a unique 
fundraising event which creates a 
safe and fun day for families who 
are affected with autism.  The day 
includes a 2 to 3 mile walk and 

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
International Baccalaureate High 
School at 150 Rockland Ave, 
Yonkers will conduct its first 
Arena Gallery presentation entitled  
Collective Struggle, depicting the 
artistry of Daniel Boccato, Julieta 
Cardenas, Guadalupe Maceda, 
Nikko Mernaci, from June 5 
through June 13, 2008. A public 
reception and a gallery talk by the 
artists will be held on Friday, June 
6, from 5-8 p.m. 
   The artists have collectively 
issued the following statement: 
“Everything started with the flaming 
desire of not being apathetic and 
idle. We do not want to conform 

Collective 
Struggle on 

View at Arena 
Gallery

   Many were offended after reading 
The Journal News (TJN) opinion 
piece, Seize The Opportunity in 
the May 26th edition. I’m sure 
TJN sat down with the WestHab 
opportunists, where WestHab  
proceeded to explain how difficult 
and anti-housing the Fulton Park 
neighborhood has been. While 
TJN doesn’t outwardly accuse 
the Fulton Park residents of being 
N.I.M.B.Y.’s, they strongly allude 
to it and fortify it with the Build 
Absolutely Nothing Anywhere 
Near Anyone (B.A.N.A.N.A.), 
comment. 
   I doubt WestHab’s 
representatives told TJN that all of 
the Fulton Park residents have 

Seize This Opportunity: 
Work With the 
Neighborhood

By Tom Bock

agreed to some type of affordable 
housing at 22 Tarrytown Road! 
Regardless of what Westhab says, 
it’s true. While residents would 
prefer three single-family homes, 
as the property is zoned, either as 
individual units or a  condominium 
style unit, they have never said, 
“No!” But WestHab has said, 
“No!” to Fulton Park. Residents 
have always endorsed affordable 
housing and continually ask that 
any proposal conform to the 
existing zoning designation. This 
may actually help many of the 
families who currently rent rooms 
in so many of our neighborhood’s 
single-family homes, violating 

see Seize This Opportunity Pg. 5
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Letters To The Editor

From Page 1

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Thursday, at 8:30 am, 
as he discusses events impacting 
Westchester politics with Bob 
Marrone, host of Good Morning, 
Westchester. Join Bob Marrone 
every day from 6:00 am through 
9:00 am during your daily commute 
from Monday through Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal Notices
Legal notices for publication in the  Westchester Times Tribune are accepted  for publication no later than Thursday for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com

is an example of the failed state. 
   Collapsed states can become failed 
states with intervention. Witness the 
state of Lebanon and Tajikistan today. 
   By the very definitions 
delineated above, the state of the 
City of Yonkers comes closest to 
being defined as a “failed state.”  
   City Hall is repressive on many 
fronts, choosing to chastise 
politicians as if they were children, 
within the closed doors of its ivory 
tower. They meter out justice to do 
their bidding as opposed to abiding 

A Failed State: The Taxonomy of Yonkers

Alleged Incident at 55 
Grassy Sprain 

Reference made to “Yonkers 
Democratic Committee Blasts 
Landlord Comments On Incidents 
At Senator Stewart-Cousins� 
Offices ” of the weblog “Yonkers 
Tribune ”.
 
   The criticism by the Yonkers 
Democratic Committee regarding 
the down-playing of the stories 
perpetrated on behalf of its 
candidate is a further indication of 
the desperation facing the party in 
the upcoming elections. Each and 
every media report of the alleged 
incidents has been different. First, 
it was reported to the media that 
the office was “ransacked”, that 
windows were shot out and glass 
shattered, and that the office was 
under siege. When confronted with 
the “reality” of the matter, it was 
stated that it did not matter if it 
happened, if it involved bullets, B-
Bs or even rocks - the issue existed 
and that was enough to attempt 
to create frenzy. The contention 
that the Landlord of the building 
is not adequately protecting the 
interests of its tenants is but another 
fabrication in this saga. 
   The building in question has 
substantial security measures in 
effect, and has had same for many, 
many years. The building is close to 
a Yonkers Police Station and patrol 
cars are regularly passing in front 
of same. Building management 
has utilized its security measures 
to catch persons stealing Christmas 
plants in the lobby of the building 
and those illegally dumping debris 
upon the property or in the garbage 
dumpsters located at the property. 
   How is it that these alleged 
incidents escaped the attention of 
the Landlord? The answer is quite 
simple: 
1) The Landlord was never informed 
by the Senator or her staff; and 
2) The “incidents” did not happen 
as claimed. 
   The “facts” of the matter are quite 
simple. The Senator co-sponsored 
an abortion rights bill in the New 
York Legislature. On April 3, 2008, 
a massive demonstration took place 
in front of the building protesting 
against her role in the legislation. 

Knowing the demonstration was 
to take place, the Senator did not 
appear at her district office that 
day. Knowing that the demostration 
would have an impact upon the 
rights and interests of all other 
tenants at the property, bulding 
management worked with the 
Yonkers Police to try to keep the 
demonstrators off the property. 
   Hundreds of people showed 
up, including the elderly, young 
mothers with strollers and baby 
carriages, nuns, clergy, attorneys, 
and other professionals. This was 
and is quite significant for the 
Senator. Remember, she only won 
her election 2 years ago by 18 votes. 
Even though the opposition to her is 
not strong this election year, she/her 
party is worried about the effect of 
the co-sponsorship of the abortion 
bill on her chances of re-election. 
The doors to the office building 
automatically lock at a specific 
time. It is claimed that sometime 
after 7:00 p.m. on April 3rd, and 
when the doors of the building were 
in fact locked, that someone entered 
the Senator’s 2nd floor office and 
“ransacked” it.... And, at that time, 
several of her office staffers were in 
a “back room”. The office suite is 
not that large; several small interior 
offices all open up onto a main 
reception area. Is one to believe 
that these staffers did not hear, 
or even see, a person, or persons, 
ransacking through the outer office 
area? Is one to believe that these 
staffers permitted the purported 
incident to occur and did nothing? 
   Why did not the Senator inform 
the Landlord of this matter? When 
confronted by the Police days later, 
the Landlord cooperated with the 
Police, permitted the Police to 
review all security measures, etc. 
and the Police investigation revealed 
that the office was not ransacked 
and burglarized as claimed. 
   The investigations revealed, at best, 
that someone may have walked into 
the office, was not greeted by any 
of the staffers who were “hanging 
out” in a back office, and took a 
calendar of the Senator’s schedule. 
The Journal News reported in its 
May 21, 2008, edition that several 
bullets were shot into the Senator’s 
office in APRIL and that the glass 
was shattered. Again, until this 
incident conveniently was reported 

to the media, the Landlord heard 
nothing of it. Furthermore, it was 
reported that the Senator’s staff 
did not contact the police about the 
alleged incidents for quite a few 
hours, because they were busy....
   The Landlord is said to be 
unconscionable and the politicians 
think that the people are ignorant! 
Why did the staff wait hours to 
report the alleged incident? Why 
did the Senator and her staff never 
report the incident to the Landlord? 
Wouldn’t you think that the Senator 
would have wanted the shattered 
glass removed and the window 
replaced? The first time that the 
Landlord was aware of the alleged 
incidents was when the May 12th 
newspaper was put out for sale. 
WHY??? 
   Well the answer gets even better 
-- it is claimed that because the 
Landlord’s security personnel was 
off from work and not available the 
day the Police sought to investigate 
the aforesaid April 3rd incident, 
and the Police had to wait a day to 
deal with him, it was believed that 
the Landlord would not cooperate 
when it came to bullets being 
shot, glass being shattered and the 
building being under siege!! I will 
not comment on this claim- you can 
do it for me! 
   The investigation of the bullet 
shots also proved false by the 
extensive Police investigation and 
the Landlord’s own investigation. 
The building has approximately 
5-6 windows throughout it which 
have been damaged by either rocks 
or B-B pellets. The sidewalk in the 
front of the building is lined with 
stones for cosmetic purposes. Did 
a kid/person walking by see the 
fun in throwing one at a window? 
Did a passing truck kick one up 
with its tire? What is known is that 
the minute hole in the window in 
the Senator’s suite was there since 
about the mid-1980s when caused 
by a prior tenant. Again, where is the 
falsity of the Landlord’s position? 
The Police discredited the initial 
exaggerated report to the media, 
and the facts refute same also. Since 
the building was constructed, local 
elected officials have always been a 
tenant at the location. 
   The Democratic Committee now 
claims that the Landlord should be 
concerned about the safety of the 

other politicians at the building. 
Quite frankly, who knows where 
they are in the building? There 
are no signs on the outside of the 
building indicating that elected 
officials have offices therein. 
There are no arrows painted on 
the building façade indicating 
where these elected officials’ office 
windows are... AND, there have 
never been incidents regarding 
them in the past. 
   The Bulding Owner is quite 
concerned for the safety of its 
property and the safety of ALL its 
tenants. This past weeks’ reports 
have been made BY ELECTED 
OFFICIALS which have attempted 
to scare and frighten all said other 
tenants. In light of the true facts of 
the matter, the purpose could not 
have been legitimate. 
   Many elected officials won there 
last election several years ago 
running on the platform of getting 
the USA out of IRAQ. What that 
issue had to do with the issues of 
the LOCAL politician I did not 
know then, and do not know now. 
One would think that a local elected 
official would be more concerned 
with whether County Legislators 
should abuse their lunch bills or 
cell-phone usage, whether school 
systems are properly funded and are 
working properly, whether adequate 
police protection exists, etc, etc. It 
seems that many constituents have 
NOW come to realize that the war 
issue of several years ago was not 
the right reason to have voted in 
local elections. As a result, many 
local politicians are being put to the 
test. 
   I do not believe that the mothers 
with their strollers, the elderly 
and the nuns who demonstrated 
on April 3rd against the state 
abortion legislation sponsored by 
the Senator are the terrorists that 
they are trying to be portrayed as. 
They were merely exerci sing their 
constitutional rights and the attempt 
to build upon the demonstrations 
and have one believe that a 
politician is under siege merely to 
have the voters forget about the real 
issues is an outrage. 
   The Landlord’s comments, 
through my voice, regarding these 
alleged incidents were, and are, not 
unconscionable. Such criticism is 
outrageous. However, the fact that 

the political machine has decided to 
so play this game, to cause a waste 
of substantial taxpayer dollars 
to investigate that which did not 
happen, and to attempt to dupe 
the public is nothing short of an 
embarrassment. 
   As a registered Democrat, i am 
offended. The powers to be should 
let it go away, lest the voters realize 
in November that merely because 
they are registered with a particular 
party they are NOT required to 
vote for that party’s candidate. 

By Paul W. Meyer, Jr., Esq.

by the rule of law. Their system of 
hiring staff is corrupt; from the civil 
service tests that are overlooked 
and to overlooking theft of services 
by some of their employees. City 
Hall caters to the “family and 
friends” network to the exclusion 
of all others. They are a depository 
of flunkies who are incapable of 
being hired by private industry, yet 
it is they who cry over their lack 
of pay. Whether it is the Hudson 
Valley Bank that is permitted land 
upon which they pay extremely low 

taxes, or the Classic Residence by 
Hyatt who Ed Sheeran advised he 
concluded a sweet deal in which 
their payment in lieu of taxes is 
simply to pay a yearly $150,000 
scholarship to the best of Yonkers 
students, or whether employees 
are granted to waste the taxpayers’ 
money by letting them take city 
fleet vehicles to and from Yonkers 
to their domicile (many 70 to 150 
miles away) every day, or whether it 
means covering up for infractions of 
the law, City Hall is in the forefront.  

   Knowingly covering up the 
travesty of Angelo Petrone for his 
daughter’s boyfriend, allowing 
schools to have their names changed 
before they become recognized for 
failing to meet minimum standards, 
granting contracts without a request 
for proposals are all a travesty.  
   The audacious and outrageous 
overtime accrued by different 
departments in Yonkers continue 
unabated with the sanction 
of Mayor Phil Amicone.  
   Developers get sweet deals 

and Yonkers has yet to see 
a dime from any of them.  
   There is no remedy to this travesty, 
neither through a judicial system 
reluctant to tackle the corruption, 
or the ballot box, where the years 
of repression have taught the public 
that they cannot fight City Hall.  
   Perhaps the vision for Yonkers is 
one of continued corruption, decay, 
and aimless wandering.

    In an orderly society, all people, 
animals and other whatevers have 
a raison d’etre - a function in the 
grand scheme of things - and should 
focus intently on that purpose. 
But, sadly, they don’t always. 
    Taxi drivers, for example, should 
concentrate on getting passengers 
from Point A to Point B and 
avoid any social intercourse not 
necessary to attaining that goal.  
   Among my pet peeves are the 
cabbies who, although uninvited 
to do so, feel motivated to hold 
forth on any subjects of their 
choosing. Worse are the predatory 
eavesdroppers, ready to pounce 
upon any pause in the private 
chit-chat among their passengers. 
They should, sez I, speak not and 
forever hold their peace (and mine). 
    I hold in the same low level of 
esteem those theatre reviewers 
who canonize themselves as 
judges of what the playgoing 
public should find enjoyable. 
   Under that self-assumed 
mantle of authority, they feel 
comfortable in imposing their 
subjective opinion of theatrical 
productions on a readership which 
might only accidentally agree 
with their views and/or share 
their ill-concealed prejudices. 
    One forgettable example was 
the critic who, after panning a play 
that the Opening Night audience 
(this humble scribe included) had 
rewarded with a standing ovation, 
concluded her apres curtain article 

Hey, Theatre Critics: Up Your Attitudes!
By Joe Klock, Sr.

with the remarkable statement that 
“the audience loved it, but I did not.”  
   That snotty comment eloquently 
illustrated my position that, 
while she may have fed the ego 
of her inner guru, she failed 
miserably to fulfill her proper 
function as an objective reviewer. 
    My problem with that attitude 
- in case it’s not already clear - is 
that her negative commentary  
predictably persuaded hordes of 
potential ticket buyers to stay away 
from the same delightful evening 
of entertainment that brought a 
house-full of first nighters to their 
feet and sent them home happy. 
   Granted, legitimate criticism has 
its place when it deals with obvious 
flaws in a production, but the major 
purpose of a theatrical review should 
be to help people decide whether or 
not to plunk down their greenbacks 
or plastic for a seat in the audience. 
    This being so, reviewers - after 
offering such technical criticism 
as might be relevant - should 
evaluate the play through the eyes 
of their readers, unfiltered by 
prejudicial taste, naked elitism, 
and/or a desire to be remembered 
for a smart-ass putdown phrase. 
    This last objective, one could 
be forgiven for suspecting, is 
often the foundation on which 
some critics’ reports are based - a 
perverse desire to be regarded as 
“feared” by producers and actors 
for their rapier-like japes and jabs. 
    It seems to me that a play that 

is “bad” or “unimportant” in the 
jaundiced eye of a cynical critic, 
but is well received by the audience 
is hell-and-gone better theatre 
than an artsy-fartsy production 
understood and appreciated by 
only an eggheaded, narrow-
minded coterie of cultural snobs. 
    Few indeed are the productions 
I’ve seen over many past decades 
that would not have been enjoyed 
by some people, even though they 
were not entirely to my liking, or 
unlikely to have the mass appeal of 
a Tony winner. Neither have I seen 
the first one, Tony-takers included,  
that was sure to please everyone able 
to buy a ticket or wangle a walk-in. 
    Therefore, the proper function of 
a “critic” should be to point out the 
facets of each play that are likely to 
turn on or off the faucets of pleasure 
in various types of playgoers. 
Better to do this than cut it off at 
the knees with “clever” pejoratives, 

depending solely on how it went 
down with one person on one 
aisle, however learned that person 
might be in matters theatrical. 
    Especially when out of town or 
abroad, I have been cozened by 
published reviews into attending 
“breathtaking experiences” that 
turned out to be major sleep-inducers 
and touted off “bits of fluff” that 
later proved to be pure pleasure. 
    On occasion, I have been so 
outraged by snotty reviews in 
the local press that I submitted 
rebuttal pieces; however, my 
counter-criticisms have earned 
no space in the local bladders, 
leaving me to wonder when and 
by whom the paying audience was 
given notice that their opinion 
wasn’t worth a rat’s behind. 
    It’s both true and lamentable 
that ticket prices have contributed 
to legitimate theatre’s present 
lowly estate as “the fabulous 
invalid” of live entertainment. 
   However, its condition is worsened 
by the  snide snipers of theatrical 
criticism who swoop down on the 
battlefield after the action has ended 
and bayonet the wounded warriors.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” can be found at 

www.joeklock.com.
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SCARSDALE, NY -- The Hoff-
Barthelson Music School Jazz 
Department will 
present its final 
jazz ensemble 
performances of the 
year on Sunday, June 8 
at 6 pm in Scarsdale’s 
Chase Park. The 
outdoor concert is 
always a big hit 
with local residents 
and members of the 
school community.  
   The program, under 
the direction of Ed 
Palermo, Coordinator of the Jazz 
Studies Program, is entitled All That 
Jazz, and will feature several of the 
Music School’s smokin’ student 
jazz ensembles. The ensembles will 
perform a delightful cross-section 
of American jazz standards as well 
as pieces composed and arranged by 
the students and faculty. They will 

Hoff-Barthelson Music 
School Presents ‘All That 

Jazz’ in Chase Park
“Bring a Picnic!”

be joined by jazz faculty members 
in a variety of jazz combos. 

   The Hoff-Barthelson 
Jazz Studies Program, 
in addition to ensemble 
performance through 
which students 
explore improvisation 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
techniques, provides 
a full range of jazz 
musicianship courses. 
Middle and High 
School students can 
choose among Jazz 
Improvisation; Jazz 

Theory Levels 1 and 2; and Jazz 
Arranging as part of their basic Jazz 
Studies curriculum.  

  
The public is invited to picnic 
and relax in the park while the 

ensembles perform. Information: 
914-723-1169

ourselves to the neutral lifestyle 
of this world, which drives the 
passive, stagnant masses into a self-
destructive and perverse system. 
We call ourselves intense people, 
because we see limitless potential 
in the resources we have access 
to, and we will do something with 
them. The ‘something’ in itself 
is not our concern; the verb is the 
essence. Nouns are temporary; 
verbs are eternal.”
   The Arena Gallery was founded 
by students from the Yonkers 
International Baccalaureate High 
School as a forum where a group 
of intense people can engage in a 
continuous artistic dialogue between 
artists, students, parents, educators 

Collective Struggle on View 
at Arena Gallery

and whomever else might show 
interest in such a cause. It is a space 
that radiates many possibilities 
and will serve as an arena for this 
forum, in which people can speak, 
be heard, and speak again. 
   Rather than simply attaching 
an artistic slant to the school, the 
gallery seeks to poke a hole in the 
amorphous bubble of the school 
environment and expose students 
to the real world, and have the 
students engage with the world 
without intermediaries. The goal 
is to open up a direct channel for 
voices that must be heard because 
they have something important to 
contribute.

YONKERS, NY – Auditions 
have been announced by the 
Actors Conservatory Theatre for 
its performance of Shenandoah, 
based upon music by Gary Geld, 
Lyrics by Peter Udell, and based 
upon the book written by James 
Lee Barrett, Philip Rose, and Peter 
Udell. Shenandoah is a musical set 
in the 1860s, at the beginning of the 
Civil War, during which a widowed 
father (Charlie Anderson) tries 
desperately to keep his family safe 
on his Virginia farm.
   Open Auditions will be conducted 
on Wednesday and Thursday, June 
18 and 19, 2008, from 7.30 to 10.30 
PM. Auditions will be held in order 
of arrival.
The cast of character sought consist 
of:
Charlie Anderson (tenor/baritone) - 

Actors Conservatory Theatre Announces 
Auditions for Shenandoah
40s/50s, Virginia farmer and family 
leader
Jacob Anderson - oldest son
James Anderson - Second oldest 
s o n , 
s t r o n g , 
handsome
N a t h a n 
Anderson 
- approx. 
22
J e n n y 
Anderson 
- 19 yr. old 
daughter, 
t o m - b o y , 
attractive
Henry Anderson - approx. 17
Robert Anderson - approx. 12 yrs 
old - youngest son
Anne Anderson - wife of son James; 
approx. 26 yrs. old; beautiful and 

mature
Sam - non-singing role - Jenny’s 
suitor
Gabriel - approx. 12 yr old black 

boy, a 
slave and 
charming 
friend of 
Robert
Reverend 
Byrd - 
preacher 
Corporal 
(tenor) - 
has solo

S e r g e a n t 
Johnson
Union and Confederate soldiers
   The ACT performance of 
Shenandoah will be directed by 
Arlene Wendt, choreographed 
by Janice Paganelli, and George 

Croom, is the musical director. 
   Rehearsal schedule consists of 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
evenings at 7.30 PM, with the first 
rehearsal scheduled for September 
3, 2008.
   The performance dates are 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
October 16, 17,18, 24, and 25 at 8 
PM and on Sunday, October 19, and 
26 at 2 PM.

For further information, please 
direct email ACTShows2@aol.

com, or call 914.391.6558
Directions to the theatre can be 

found at www.actshows.org
Actors Conservatory Theatre is 

located at 20 Buckingham Road, 
Yonkers, New York.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- “The Future 
Is Now! Blogging, Podcasting, and 
Social Networking on the Internet 
for Business Leaders” will be the 
topic of a Women’s Enterprise 
Development Center workshop/
networking event: Wednesday, 
June 11, 2008, 9-11:00 am, 707 
Westchester Ave., White Plains, 
NY, lobby classroom. The speaker 
is Jennifer Shaheen, founder of the 
Technology Therapy Group. 
   Topics to be discussed are the 
benefits of having a blog, using 

Women’s Business Center to Host Seminar  
Increased Benefits for Businesses: Blogging, Podcasting, and  

Social Networking on the Internet
podcasting and social networking 
sites as a business tool, utilizing 
social bookmarking, and 
creating a plan and “joining the 
conversation.”
   Jennifer Shaheen, Technology 
Therapy Group, (in business for 
10 years) is an expert at helping 
small businesses use technology to 
market and increase productivity. 
She offers software training, 
eMarketing and web design. She’s 
been an active speaker in the 
marketplace throughout her career, 

with engagements ranging from 
small intimate settings to conference 
rooms and 600 attendees. 
   Small business owners and 
professionals are encouraged 
to attend this free and highly 
informative seminar. To register or 
for more information, please contact 
Candy Palmer at 914-948-6098, ext. 
10, or cpalmer@westchester.org.
   The Women’s Enterprise 
Development Center Inc. (WEDC) 
is the Small Business Administration 
designated Women’s Business 

Center (WBC) for Westchester 
County and the Lower Hudson 
Valley.  WEDC’s mission is to 
build a vibrant community of 
women entrepreneurs by providing 
high-quality training programs and 
support services to both start-up 
and established women business 
owners; including training and 
access to microenterprise funding 
for minority and economically 
disadvantaged women.  

Farmers Market at Muscoot 
Farm
   I love fresh produce at farmers 
markets - especially when 
everything is locally grown! And 
what a treat for me when I was 
offered a ‘tasting’ tour by Jessica 
Kusky, organizer of the Farmers 
Market and Curator at Muscoot 
Farm on Route 100 in Somers. 
Meet a few of the market members 
and what I sampled: 
Buddhapesto – Greg, the owner, 
boasts that they have the best basil 
pesto on the planet. He is so right! 
Samples were offered on pieces 
of bread and I bought a container 
immediately! Over pasta it was 
delicious!
Cabbage Hill Farm – they had 
lettuce greens, tilapia and salmon 
and are dedicated to sustainable 
agriculture and aquaponics. 
Aquaponics is the combination 
of recirculating aquaculture (fish 

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

farming) and 
h y d r o p o n i c s 
(growing plants 
without soil). 
Dutch Desserts – I 
heard that they had 
delicious tarts with 
an amazing crust 
in many flavors – 
apple, strawberry 
rhubarb, chocolate, 
etc. But by 12:15, 
they were all sold 
out and I missed it. [Note: the 
market opened at 11am!)
Hummingbird Ranch – they 
make products out of honey 
– the old-fashioned way and also 
environmentally safe. The honey 
sticks were a sweet treat and the 
bees wax moisturizing cream 
smelled fantastic and was so rich 
and smooth. 
Kitchawan Farm – owned by 
Linsay Cochran and her family 

for over 100 
years, they grow 
vegetables, herbs 
and flowers. 
Everything was 
picked fresh that 
morning. I had 
lettuce and a fresh 
radish and used a 
small bundle of 
her mint, cilantro 
and parsley that 
evening for dinner. 

North Winds Farm – everything 
lavender from soaps, oils, lotions 
and even magical wands. She 
grows the plants and makes all of 
her products.
PickleLicious – they had barrels 
full of garlic-soaked pickles, kosher 
dills, full sour, bread & butters and 
more. You could even get one on a 
stick! 
Platte Clove Naturals – they 
produce a delicious variety of nutty 

granola - my favorite was the maple 
ginger but the cranberry mix was so 
good too!  
   Remember, that since everything 
is locally-grown, what is being 
offered and sold is in season. So, to 
the people at the market on Sunday 
who were looking for tomatoes and 
cucumbers, you will need to wait a 
few weeks until they are ready to be 
harvested. 
   Until then, the Muscoot Farm 
Farmers Market will be held every 
Sunday until October 26 from 11am 
to 3pm. For best selections go early 
and please, don’t forget to bring a 
bag to carry your purchases home. 
Info: 914 864-7282.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. 

adapting the CyberKnife’s advanced 
technology to treat companion 
animals suffering from cancer,” 
stated Dr. Jason Berg, co-founder of 
the ASC.  The CyberKnife delivers 
cancer treatment with greater 
accuracy and fewer side effects as 
compared to more conventional 
methods of radiation therapy.  
Only one to three treatments are 
required— a significant reduction 
from the 20 treatments required by 
conventional methods. Fewer visits 
mean less anesthesia and less stress 
for the pet. “Most important, we’re 
able to offer new hope for many 
sick pets - and that’s great news for 
their owners too,” Dr. Berg said.     
   The ASC’s commitment to 
strengthening the bond between 
people and pets transcends the realm 
of medical and surgical care. “We 
plan to build upon our mission by 
launching a non-profit organization, 
Humans Enriching Animals’ Lives 
(HEAL),” said Bernadette Vinci, 
MS, Hospital Director. “HEAL 
will offer programs and services to 
benefit both people and animals.”       
   The 16,000 square foot facility, 
which employs 90 workers, is 
staffed with some of the best 
and brightest board certified 

Animal Specialty Center Expands 
Veterinary Care Horizons 

in Yonkers
From Page 1

veterinary specialists from across 
the U.S.  An unparalleled level of 
comprehensive care is available in 
many important specialties:  24/7 
emergency  medicine; internal 
medicine; neurology; cardiology; 
medical and radiation oncology; 
surgery; rehabilitation; dentistry; 
dermatology; avian & exotics; 
complementary medicine; and pet 
behavior.   
   The ASC also features the Toshiba 
Aquilion 16-slice CT scanner, 
which is not available at any other 
regional veterinary CT scan center.  
Scanning, an integral diagnostic 
tool, usually requires general 
anesthesia. But the Aquilion’s 
advanced technology enables 
ASC’s specialists to perform CT 
scans under light sedation on an 
outpatient basis, which is easier on 
the patient.    
   Additional state-of-the-art 
equipment includes MRI, digital 
radiology, digital fluoroscopy, and 
ultrasonic aspirator.  A special 
radioiodine therapy center is 
dedicated to treating cats with 
hyperthyroidism. Another unique 
feature is the Rehabilitation Center 
with hydrotherapy treadmills to 
perform physical therapy on dogs.  

   Professional development is an 
important part of the ASC’s mission 
to expand the horizons of veterinary 
care.  Continuing education 
programs on a broad array of topics 
are offered to veterinarians across 
the region. An enhanced web site 
was recently launched at www.
animalspecialtycenter.com.       
   The ASC’s veterinary specialty 
staff includes: Richard J. Joseph, 
DVM, Diplomate ACVIM, 
neurology, veterinary acupuncturist; 
Jason M. Berg, DVM, Diplomate 
ACVIM, neurology and internal 
medicine; Susan Ettinger, DVM, 
Diplomate ACVIM, oncology; 
Sarah C. Charney, DVM, Diplomate 
ACVIM, oncology and ACVR, 
radiation oncology; Geoffrey S. 
Hutchinson, DVM, MS, Diplomate 
ACVS, surgery; Jennifer J. 
Bonczyniski, DVM, Diplomate 
ACVS, surgery; Kerry J. Heuter, 

DVM, Diplomate ACVIM, internal 
medicine; Jeanne B. Budgin, DVM, 
Diplomate ACVD, dermatology; 
Risa M. Roland, DVM, Diplomate 
ACVIM, cardiology; Jean-Paul 
Petrie, DVM, Diplomate ACVIM, 
cardiology; Anthony A. Pilny, 
DVM, Diplomate ABVP, avian and 
exotics; Ellen M. Lindell, VMD, 
Diplomate ABVP, behavior; Kristen 
Andersen, DVM, emergency 
care; Daniella Schmuel, DVM, 
emergency care; Kendra Hearon, 
VMD, emergency care;  Joseph 
Palamara, DVM, emergency care; 
and Thoulton W. Surgeon, BSc, 
DVM, FAVD, Diplomate AVDC; 
Linda McMahon, PT, LVT, physical 
therapist, licensed veterinary 
technician; and Jessica L. Holland, 
DVM, neurology resident. 

Contact the Animal Specialty Center 
(ASC) by calling 914-457-4000.

of Commerce in New Rochelle, 
Mamaroneck, Rye and Port Chester/
Rye Brook, over his four years in 
the State Assembly. 
Specifically, the legislation: 
• provides state assistance to aid in 
the expansion of small businesses 
throughout New York (A.9129);
• establishes a competitive grant 
program for small businesses to seek 
new markets and niche products and 
work with small manufacturers to 
identify and develop these markets 
and products (A.2877);
• provides zero- or low-interest 
loans for energy efficiency projects, 
further allowing small businesses 

to grow and create new jobs 
(A.5494);
• creates the micro business 
outreach center and program to 
provide small businesses access to 
economic development funds and 
advice (A.2766);
• provides start-up and expansion 
funding for not-for-profit sponsors 
of small-scale food-processing 
facilities to foster entrepreneurship, 
job development and community 
revitalization, while also improving 
local farm sustainability by 
providing an outlet for farmers to 
see their products (A.3680-A);
• authorizes credit unions to 
participate in the Excelsior Linked 
Deposit Program to help businesses 
gain greater access to capital 
(A.3205); and
• requires that a deferred installment 
payment plan be offered to 
small businesses for telephone 
service installation, initiation and 
nonrecurring maintenance charges 
(A.4678).
   Many of the bills devoted to small-
business legislation are designed to 
aid minority- and women-owned 
businesses, in particular. The 
legislation: 
• establishes a procedure requiring 
certain state agencies and authorities 
to submit a goal plan and to establish 
compliance reporting of goals in 
order to improve the participation 
of minority- and women-owned 
businesses on state contracts 
(A.1311-A);
• increases funding for the Minority 
and Women Business Enterprise 
program by requiring the state 
comptroller to establish a specific 
MWBE implementation fund 
(A.2204-A);
• requires free, daily online 
publication of New York State 
Contract reports to expand 
the notification of business 
opportunities to MWBE members 
(A.2293-A);

Legislation to Help NY Small 
Businesses Passed in Assembly, 

Encourages Entrepreneurs
From Page 1
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• improves outreach efforts of 
the Department of Economic 
Development’s divisions for 
Small Business and Minority and 
Women’s Business Development 
(A.2329-A);
• provides dispensation for 
performance and payment 
bonds for certain contracts with 
small, minority- or women-
owned businesses, and requires 
advertisement of dispensation 
(A.3329-A);
• requires New York agencies to 
post contractor utilization plans on 
their Web sites to ensure MWBE 
members get the work promised 
them (A.3330);
establishes a mentor-protégé 
program for small, minority- 
and women-owned businesses 
(A.3392); and 
• improves the MWBE program 
by encouraging joint ventures, 
partnerships and mentor-protégé 
relationships between prime 
contractors and minority- and 
women-owned business enterprises 
(A.4498).
   While large corporations have 

Legislation to Help NY Small 
Businesses Passed in Assembly, 

Encourages Entrepreneurs

established inroads to gaining state 
or federal aid, Latimer said smaller 
companies are too often overlooked. 
He said these bills provide equal 
access to vital financial support. 
   “Small businesses and new 
entrepreneurs deserve the same 
opportunities to succeed that larger 
companies enjoy,” Assemblyman 
Latimer stated. “This kind of 
assistance – especially in the 
current economic climate – will 
help businesses get off the ground, 
and give entrepreneurs a chance to 
achieve the American dream. 
   “Whether it’s aiding opportunities 
for start-up businesses or 
establishing incentives for self-
supporting business people to seek 
out and develop niche markets, 
this legislation helps everyone in 
New York,” Latimer noted. “We 
should always encourage the drive 
and successes of New York’s small 
businesses and entrepreneurs.” 
   The Assembly also passed a 
resolution proclaiming March 27 as 
Small Business Day in New York 
State. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Rob 
Biagi, a litigator and former 
prosecutor, was endorsed by the 
Westchester County 
R e p u b l i c a n 
Committee to 
challenge Democrat 
i n c u m b e n t 
A s s e m b l y m a n 
George Latimer of 
New York’s 91st 
Assembly district 
in 2008. The GOP 
assert the political 
landscape of the 
Sound Shore will shape up to be a 
heated campaign season shaping up 
for a heated campaign season.
   From 1997 to 2000, Biagi 
served as an Assistant District 
Attorney with The Bronx Districy 
Attorney’s Office, prosecuting 
crimes from the Narcotics Division 
and busting criminals involved in 
illicit drug deals. In his address to 
the convention delegates, he made 
“fast, aggressive and permanent 
tax relief” a primary focus of his 
campaign, commenting that “I’ll 

Biagi Nominated at 
Westchester  

GOP Convention
go up north to shake things up and 
fight tooth and nail for everyone 
who gets up everyday, drives or 

takes the train back 
and forth to work and 
barely has enough 
left over to enjoy 
the life they thought 
they’d have here.” 
He also vowed that 
he would support law 
enforcement officials 
and ensure they 
had all necessary 
resources to make 

Sound Shore neighborhoods safe 
from criminals and predators.
   “I’m truly honored and humbled 
to receive the Republican Party’s 
nomination,” Biagi said of the 
endorsement. He added, “I’m 
running against a career politician 
who for his whole political life has 
been raising taxes by the billions on 
county and state taxpayers, voting 
for billions in unfunded mandates, 
and failed to bring reform to Albany 
as he promised years ago.”

YONKERS, NY – Yonkers City 
Councilmember John Murtagh 
announced his candidacy for the 
New York State Senate to represent 
Westchester’s 35th District on 
Saturday, May 31, 2008, from 
campaign headquarters located at 
1915 Central Park Ave, Yonkers, NY 
   Murtagh, presently serving 
his second term in office is an 
attorney and Adjunct Professor 

Murtagh Kicks-Off 
Senate Candidacy

of Law and Public Policy at the 
Fordham University College of 
Liberal Studies; and is married to 
Margaret Mangan Murtagh, the 
Director of the Reformed Church 
Nursery School in Bronxville. 
   They have two sons: John, age 21, 
is entering his senior year at Boston 
College and James, age 16, is a junior 
at Fordham Preparatory School. 

  To all our neighbors who travel 
down Bronxville Road on May 29, 
2008, wondering what the Yonkers 
Police Emergency truck and the 
three police cars were doing parked 
at 491 Bronxville Road, here is the 
story:
   Yonkers is a city, right? Sometimes 
I wonder. Carmela, my wife of 
forty years and I, spend our free 
afternoons working on the grounds 
gardening and keeping the property 
up. 
   Today, Carmela and I were at 
the side of the house discussing 
where we were going to plant our 
tomatoes, when twenty feet away 
this big dog charged the fence, on 
our side of the property! 
   It turned to retreat just as quickly 
as it appeared, only it wasn’t a dog, 
it was a big wild coyote!
   It ended up in our garage. After 
numerous phone calls, the police 
arrived, and after a couple of 
hours of planning, they drugged 
the coyote, and took it to the woods 

YORKTOWN, NY -- Assemblyman 
Greg Ball (R – Patterson) joined 
local students in their celebration 
commemorating the American 
Revolution.  Held at the French 

Ball Joins Yorktown’s 
French Hill 

Commemorative 
Celebration

Assemblyman Greg Ball formally presents the $1,000 grant local students 

Hill Elementary School, the event 
featured an unveiling and dedication 
of a historic marker, which the 
Assemblyman helped sponsor 
through a New York State grant. 

7th Annual 
Westchester 

Walk Now For 
Autism

Community Resource fair with 
educational sources, therapists, 
schools, recreational organizations, 
and creative child-friendly 
activities; a true “one-stop-shop” 
for families affected by autism.
   Autism is a complex brain 
disorder that inhibits a person’s 
ability to communicate and develop 
social relationships, and is often 
accompanied by extreme behavioral 
challenges.  Another child is 
diagnosed every 20 minutes.
   The Sunday, June 8, 2008 event will 
begin with 9:30 AM registration, a 
10:00 AM opening ceremonies, 
followed by the beginning of the 
11:00 AM walk. 

It Wasn’t a Dog, It Was a … 
By John Gibson

for release (see picture attached).
   We are used to the usual squirrels, 
cotton tail rabbits, and skunks, but 
a big coyote? …and in beautiful 

condition, I might add.   
   Never a dull moment at Armour 
Ville!
  

PELHAM, NY -- A Pelham 
detective and three members of the 
Westchester County Department of 
Public Safety were honored recently 
for their years-long investigation 
that eventually cracked a “cold 
case” homicide that occurred a 
quarter century ago in Pelham.
   Village of Pelham Detective 
Richard Deere, county police Lt. 
Christopher Calabrese and county 
police Detectives William Hess 
and Terence Malone were honored 
for their persistent and tenacious 
investigation that lead to the arrest 
of a suspect in the 1983 murder of 
Josephine “Cindy” O’Keefe, 53. 
Their investigation also assisted 
Mount Vernon detectives in filing 
a murder charge against the suspect 
in an unsolved murder in that 
community in 1986.
   O’Keefe was found dead in her 
apartment at 88 Lincoln Avenue 
on July 18, 1983. She had been 
sexually assaulted and strangled.
   In 2001, the Pelham Police 
Department requested the assistance 
of county police detectives in 
the investigation. All witnesses 
from the original case were re-
interviewed and physical evidence 
was re-examined by detectives and 
by the Westchester County crime 

Pelham and Westchester County 
Detectives Honored

Westchester County Department of Public Safety Commissioner Thomas 
Belfiore, County Executive Andy Spano, Detective Terence Malone, 

Detective William Hess, Lt. Christopher Calabrese, Detective Richard 
Deere and Pelham Police Chief Joseph Benefico.

laboratory. Detectives also traveled 
to Florida and Washington state as 
part of the probe.
   In March, detectives from both 
departments arrested Kenneth West, 
44, of Hudson, N.Y., and charged 
him with second-degree murder. He 
is awaiting trial.
   The Pelham and Westchester 
County investigators were among 
31 police officers from eight 

Westchester departments who 
received awards May 15 for 
bravery, outstanding police work 
and lifesaving at the annual Police 
Memorial Service and Honor 
Awards. County Executive Andy 
Spano and Department of Public 
Safety Commissioner Thomas 
Belfiore presided over the ceremony 
at the Westchester County Center.

YONKERS, NY -- A Federal 
Civil Rights lawsuit (Download 
Marquez_IrmaComplaintFedCourt.
pdf ) was filed suit this week against 
a Yonkers Police Officer who 
arrested a 44 year-old home health 
aid after having allegedly beaten 
her unconscious in 2007.  The 
attack, captured on surveillance 
video, is claimed to have resulted 
in the hospitalization of Irma 
Marquez with an alleged fractured 
jaw, concussion, two black eyes 
and facial lacerations, as well as 
bruises and swelling over her neck, 
torso, and numerous other parts of 
her body.  The video tape, which 
was reviewed by the Westchester 
County District Attorney Office’s, 
is said by Gary T. Certain, Esq., of 
Certain & Zilberg, PLLC, attorneys 
for Ms. Marquez, to “clearly 
demonstrates the officer lifting Ms. 
Marquez off her feet and driving her 
face first into the ceramic tile floor 
of the restaurant where the incident 
occurred.”  Certain & Zilberg 
assert that “District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore proceeded with the unjust 
prosecution of the victim of this 
brutal attack rather than charge the 
perpetrating officer.”
   Ms. Marquez alleges she was 
accosted by police when she 

Yonkers PD Officer Accused of Beating 
Woman Unconscious

leaned over to get a better view 
of the medical assistance being 
provided to her niece who was 
earlier rendered unconscious when 
struck by another unapprehended 
assailant while patronizing the La 
Fonda Restaurant at 57 Palisade 
Avenue, Yonkers, New York on 
March 3, 2007. Police Officer 
Wayne Simoes is said to have 
“slammed Ms. Marquez to the 
floor then handcuffed and charged 
the unconscious and seriously 
injured woman with Obstruction of 
Governmental Administration and 
Disorderly Conduct.  On May 9, 
2008 a jury acquitted Ms. Marquez 
of all charges.
   “If anyone other than a police 
officer was caught on tape doing 
what Police Officer Simoes did 
to Irma Marques they would 

have rightfully been arrested and 
prosecuted,” said Gary T. Certain, 
Esq., of Certain & Zilberg, PLLC, 
attorneys for Ms. Marquez.  Mr. 
Certain, who represented  Irma 
Marques in the criminal case, and 
filed the Federal lawsuit in the 
Southern District of New York, 
added, “This case suggests that 
Janet DiFiore’s Office may not be 
capable of honestly prosecuting 
egregious police misconduct.”
   Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore issued a 
written statement asserting, “We are 
aware of the allegation regarding the 
excessive use of force by a member 
of the Yonkers Police Department 
during an arrest at the La Fonda 
Restaurant at 57 Palisade Avenue in 
Yonkers, New York on March 3rd, 
2007. I have commenced an internal 
inquiry as to how this matter was 
handled by the Office of the District 
Attorney, and I have re-assigned 
personnel pending completion of 
the inquiry.”  
   “[Yonkers Police Department] 
Internal Affairs is conducting an 
investigation and will not comment 
about any pending case,” noted Lt. 
Diane Hessler, Public Information 
Officer.

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/Marquez_IrmaComplaintFedCourt.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/Marquez_IrmaComplaintFedCourt.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/Marquez_IrmaComplaintFedCourt.pdf
http://www.certainlaw.com/marquez/Yonkers PD Marquez Assault.mov
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YONKERS, NY -- Ken Dearden, 
formerly Vice President of the 
Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront 
Business Improvement District and 
a Board member since 2004, was 
recently elected the new President, 
succeeding John Kolenda. 
   In addition, the Yonkers 
Downtown BID announced a new 
slate of directors was unanimously 
approved to serve a two- year 
term. They are (Class A Property 
Owners): Roger Ayuso, Barbara 
Carmichael, Ken Dearden, Peter 
Klein, Robert Leggio, James J. 
Pinto, and Nick Sprayregen. Elected 
as Class B (Commercial Tenants) 
are Jacqueline Bouet, and Silvia 
Metrena, Esq. 
   Mr. Dearden is the founder and 
principal of DW Capital Associates 
LLC, a Yonkers-based developer 
of mixed use properties. Two of 
his company’s notable projects are 
located in the heart of Downtown 
Yonkers—Metro 92, a 40-unit 
loft-style rental and retail building 
located at 92 Main Street, and 66 
Main, a170-unit rental apartment 
and retail building. 

Dearden Named President of Yonkers 
Downtown/Waterfront B.I.D.

New Slate of Directors Also Announced
   A former real estate investment 
banker at JP Morgan Chase & 
Company, Dearden has extensive 
experience in real estate mergers 
and acquisitions, including 
evaluation of real estate portfolios 
and capital structures, debt 
underwriting, and structuring of 
joint venture partnerships. Prior to 
his career in investment banking, 
he was a mechanical engineer with 
Bruce Brooks and Associates in 
Philadelphia. 
Dearden earned an M.B.A. 
degree from Rotterdam School of 
Management in The Netherlands, 
and a B.S. degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Cornell 
University. He also served in the 
U.S. Air Force for four years. 
   In addition to his duties at 
the Yonkers Downtown BID, 
Dearden serves a member of the 
board of Yonkers-based Beczak 
Environmental Education Center. 
He and his wife and two children 
live in Yonkers. 
   Steve Sansone, Executive Director 
stated, “Ken’s energy and enthusiasm 
continue to be an incredible asset to 

the BID and Yonkers Downtown. 
This new board at the BID 
represents all that is great about 
volunteerism in Yonkers and how 
effective we can be in representing 
the interest of our members”.  
 
For more information, visit www.

YonkersDowntown.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- With a 
full agenda and great enthusiasm 
Jim Killoran welcomed business 
associates and friends to the monthly 
meeting of SONO New Ro May 29, 
2008 at Coromandel restaurant.  
The “green” initiatives of the 
organization were enumerated.  
   The goals of SONO New Ro 
(South of North Avenue New 
Rochelle), as previously stated 
by Killoran, came as a result of 
businesses and residents South of 
North Ave (according to route 1) 
needing to have a creative on site 
representation of people.who are not 
part of what is advertised, the city 
within the city.  We believe that the 
small New Rochelle business owner, 
is just as vitally important to New 
Rochelle’s success (from Gnarly 
Vine and Kaffeine to Coromandel 
and Mexican Corner Restaurant), as 
is historical New Rochelle,  All are 
part of the success of SONO New 
Ro’s future.
Here, restaurants, small businesses, 
creative in nature, and open 
later and later every week, come 
together to create a community that 
cares, works together as a team, 
and invites all from New Rochelle 
to come down and get a taste of 
SONO New Ro.
   “Begun by myself,” Killoran 
added, “this area has now started 
a trolley every month which 
celebrates the history of past New 
Rochelle citizens, residents, and 

SONO New Ro’s Positive Agenda for 
Historic New Rochelle

By Peggy Godfrey

the future of the people of New 
Rochelle.  We also have thegoal of 
making this the greenest downtown 
in America with trolleys, pathways 
for walking, bicycling, and ending 
parking problems with a new way 
of coming downtown.  This is what 
is part of the new urbanization: wind 
energy, recycling, solar power, and 
NYSERDA.  New Rochelle seniors 
and youth will be part of this 
equation, not being pushed out, but 
helping with our goal.”  Killoran 
emphasized that we “stay tuned for 
more.”
   Recycling of plastics and other 
materials was discussed.  The 
guest speaker, Patrice Courtney 
of NYSERDA (New York State 
Energy Research and Development 
Authority) gave a power point 
presentation and commented that 
there were cost effective ways of 
reducing energy.  Audits can be 
sought to lower energy bills and 
improve energy performance.  If 
annual electric bills are under 
$25,000 the audit costs $100.  If 
the electric bills are between 

$25,000 and $75,000, the audit 
fee is $400.  Goals of the audit are 
helpful energy efficiency strategies 
and improvements which will yield 
substantial energy savings.
   The group’s History Committee 
is planning to fill empty stores with 
large pictures of New Rochelle’s 
past. Bill Mullen has some old 
post cards which they are planning 
to make into large pictures.  The 
trolley ride will again take interested 
people to ride through various 
famous areas of the city.
   The update on police presence in 
downtown and the need for a police 
precinct was discussed.  Another 
nearby city used federal funds 
to establish a police precinct.  It 
was felt traffic calming was also 
needed.  Dr. Robert Baker queried 
the business owners present about 
whether they felt downtown was 
safe.  Business owners present 
expressed a need for more police 
presence.  After the meeting Dan 
Gallo, Patrol Coordinator of the 
Southern New Rochelle Crime 
Watch, a citizen group, suggested 
that the merchants work together to 
create a downtown crime watch as 
he found this to be effective in his 
neighborhood.
   Jim Killoran ended the meeting by 
saying SONO New Ro was trying 
to do positive things to improve the 
downtown area.  Their next meeting 
is on June 12, 2008.

numerous Town laws, and over-tax 
Greenburgh’s municipal services. 
One home in FP, is a two bedroom, 
single family, cape-style home with 
four families residing in it. There 
are more cars changing here with 
new renters than at an auto show.
   The property at 22 Tarrytown 
Road, was first a two-story motel, 
then a homeless shelter, and finally 
a transitional shelter for single 
men released from prison. During 
that time, crime was rampant in 
this neighborhood. Each morning 
brought crack vials strewn about 
the streets, beer and liquor bottle 
empties from nightly drinking 
on many lawns, and the nightly 
sex with prostitutes was moved 
from the individual WestHab 
rooms to automobiles in front of 
many homes. All, while WestHab 
maintained their drug, alcohol, and 
sex-free facility. Now, this same 
management company will manage 
this facility. Give Fulton Park a 
break already. When the facility 
was closed, County officials said 
the neighborhood, having been 
extremely accepting and gracious 
toward the homeless, would not be 
burdened with any similar facilities 
in the future. Now, the Town of 
Greenburgh has decided to continue 
the assault, probably assuming that 
FP had it before, they can have it 
again! Shame on them. 
   WestHab insists this will be a 
different clientele. Judging by 
the salaries for those who will 
qualify, the police, fire, teachers, 
and assorted civil servants will be 
required to move out after only 
two years and/or two raises. The 
neighborhood association, along 
with unaffiliated residents, have 
asked WestHab for the numbers; 
such as, how many veterans, 
teachers, firefighters, police officer, 
seniors, etc., are in their other 
simililarly housed facilities. While 
Fulton Park was always promised 
these statistics, they have never 
materialized. Fulton Park has asked 
if the slots for veterans, police, fire, 
etc., will be maintained after the 
initial wave of new renters move 
out and someone else moves in. 
They “rolled their eyes” and told 
everyone they “could not guarantee 
who the next renter might be.” 
If they are promoting this as an 
apartment for seniors, veterans, 
teachers, and civil servants, those 
apartments should be maintained in 
perpetuity, or at least for the forty-

Seize This Opportunity:  
Work With the Neighborhood

two years required for this facility 
to remain low-income. 
   Fulton Park’s residents’ biggest 
investment in this neighborhood 
is probably their home. When 
many of them attempted to put an 
addition onto their property, they 
were limited in size and expansion 
by the Town’s current zoning. They 
could only build so large, could 
only go so high, and could not go 
beyond the zoning parameters. 
Fulton Park residents simply ask 
that these zoning parameters apply 
equally to WestHab’s variance 
application. While housing the low 
income, workforce, or whatever 
you call it, is politically correct, 
and it’s the thing to do, this paints 
Fulton Park residents as terrible 
people, a designation inappropriate 
to the demeanor and attitude of this 
community. They just feel that there 
should not be a double standard 
because WestHab has lofty goals 
they want endorsed. Fulton Park 
residents adamantly assert, “We’ve 
never said, ‘No!’ We are saying, 
apply the zoning laws equally to 
everyone, so that we may protect 
our investment in Fulton Park, 
a beautiful little, working class 
neighborhood.”
   The Greenburgh Town Board 
has yet to work on behalf of the 
residents despite their claiming they 
are keeping an open mind. Isn’t the 
role of government to protect its 
people? Occasionally, government 
should protect its communities as 
well. I attended the meeting where 
Supervisor Paul Feiner felt the need 
to threaten the group of residents 
that met with him and several 
Town Board members seeking 
their help. We’ve written about 
that previously. The Journal News, 
who depicted the situation into a 
story of two politicians that didn’t 
get along, tried to deflect everyone 
from the issue at hand: Paul Feiner 
is abandoning the residents of 
Fulton Park! 
   Greenburgh claims to have an 
open space policy/initiative. They 
should be endorsing the simple 
and straightforward request by the 
Fulton Park Community to adhere 
to the Town’s zoning codes. If 
WestHab adheres to the zoning 
parameters, as Fulton Park’s 
residents have repeatedly asked, 
they will be welcomed to the 
neighborhood, welcomed.
   Additionally, WestHab purports 
to be a proponent to safeguard the 

environment; they have proposed 
a green roof for the purpose of 
a recreation area. Most experts 
say it can’t support recreation. 
Additionally, WestHab’s attorneys 
have penned a Green Roof law 
for the Town to adopt. That fact is 
indicative of the conflict of interest 
upon which they rest their argument. 
Greenburgh needs to stop letting the 
developers write the laws that give 
away their Town to developers!
   WestHab had first proposed and 
shown Fulton Park a four-story, 
then a six-story, then a five-story, 
and now back to a four-story 
proposal that’s really a five and 
a half story building. WestHab 
has never offered a building that 
adheres to the parameters set by 
the Town of Greenburgh’s zoning 
codes. Why not? That is all Fulton 
Park residents ever asked for. Still, 
they’re not saying, “Not in my back 
yard” (N.I.M.B.Y.)!
   Fulton Park’s residents fully support 
Green Roof technology. They do 
not want it used to increase the 
footprint, the height of the building, 
or to lessen the open space at 
ground level. This is what WestHab 
is proposing as its rationale for 
qualifying the exorbitant size of its 
project on less than an acre of land. 
The Greenburgh Council of Civic 
Associations has ascertained that 
the WestHab project, as proposed, 
is too large for the area, the space, 
and design. Common sense leads 
to the same conclusion; the project 
is simply too large for the area. 
The Greenburgh Planning Board 
recommended the Town Board not 
to change the zoning code. If that 
doesn’t speak volumes to the Town 
Board, what will? Don’t let political 
correctness, political expediency, 
and ignorance of the zoning code, 
lead to a variance whose future 
ramification has not been fully 
contemplated for the years to 
come, aka the Comprehensive Plan. 
Greenburgh needs an affordable 
Town! Fulton Park residents 
need an affordable Town more 
than affordable housing. Make 
Greenburgh an affordable Town and 
make it a Town that works toward 
reasonable, taxable growth.  
 
The next presentation to the Town 
Board by Westhab will take place 

at the Greenburgh Town Hall 
on June 11, 2008. The public is 
urged to attend and have their 

perspective heard.

Jockeying to maintain the integrity 
of the latest approach, Lesnick with 
prior knowledge of the subject 
matter to which Mayor Amicone 
would speak, was able to muster a 
solid 4 votes to defeat acceptance 
of the mayor’s resolution. Mayor 
Amicone insisted his address before 
the City Council was to put the NYS 
Legislature on notice to the inequity 
of the education funding formula. 
The Albany Delegation, believing 
a new approach more salient than 
those that had consistently failed, 
asked that the mayor’s suggestion 
not win the City Council’s favor. 
Their argument won along a partisan 
divide, the process to conclude a 
meeting in Albany this Monday, May 
30, 2008, with Deputy Secretary 
for Education Dr. Manuel J. Rivera 
would continue the discourse. The 

approach would be to immerse 
the issue in dialogue among the 
hierarchy rather than by fiat of edict. 
   Senator Stewart-Cousins said, 
“This meeting in Albany with Dr. 

Concern for Our Children
Underscores Recent

Tactical Political Effort
From Page 1

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Westchester County Genealogical 
Society (WCGS) is celebrating its 
25th Anniversary Year by presenting 
Christopher DiPasquale and “An 
Object of Great Importance: The 
Hudson River during the American 
Revolution” at their meeting on 
Saturday, June 14, 2008 at 10am. 
This meeting will take place at the 
Aldersgate Methodist Church, 600 
Broadway in Dobbs Ferry which 
is across from Mercy College  
on Rt. 9.
   Christopher DiPasquale is 
originally from Long Island NY. 

Hudson River - Not Just a Waterway
DiPasquale graduated from Pace 
University with a degree in History 
and Secondary Education; he then 
went on to graduate from Queens 
College with a Master’s in History, 
and is currently working on his PhD 
in History. He currently teaches 
in Yorktown NY.  During the 
American Revolution, the Hudson 
River was not just a waterway. It 
was a lifeline, a vital artery which 
the cause of liberty depended 
on. Along its banks and in its 
waters, many would die for what 
they believed in. DiPasquale will 
highlight all of this in his talk.

   WCGS regularly presents 
speakers on genealogical topics 
at its monthly meeting on the 2nd 
Saturday each month.  
   WCGS welcomes all interested in 
searching their family roots. Guests 
are warmly welcome. There will 
be refreshments & genealogical 
networking starting at 9:30am.

For information, please visit 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~nywcgs/ 

or call Philomena Dunn at 
(914) 953-9173 or (914) 345-7163.

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers City 
Council Majority Leader Sandy 
Annabi, (D-District 2) and New 
York State Assemblymen Mike 
Spano (D-District 93) and J. 
Gary Pretlow (D-District 87) 
have announced a successful step 
towards establishing a community 
center in the South Broadway 
area of Southwest Yonkers.  
Majority Leader Annabi has been 
working with Assemblyman 
Spano to help establish a multi-use 
Community Center along the South  
Broadway corridor.
   Annabi stated she is “very grateful 
for the Assemblyman’s efforts on 
behalf of the residents of Southwest 
Yonkers. Assemblyman Spano 
recognized the need for a safe haven 
for our neighborhood and has acted 
upon our pleas for such a space.”
   “Securing this money will go a 
long way in meeting the needs 
of the community, and I am glad 
to help in any way I can,” stated 
Assemblyman Spano.
   “I am happy to report that our 
State legislature is supporting this 
initiative with a grant in the amount 
of $150,000 for a community center 
on South Broadway. While the 

Majority Leader Annabi: State 
Earmarking Funds for South 
Broadway Community Center

City’s efforts to find an appropriate 
site and refinement of a plan are 
still in a planning and development 
stage, I and my fellow Council 
Members, Joan Gronowski and 
Council President Lesnick, have 
pledged our commitment to move 
forward with this much needed 
community center. We are working 
with the City Administration to 
find a location and move the plan 
forward,” continued Annabi.
   Assemblyman Pretlow, who 
shares the area, stated, “This center 
will bring about a positive change in 
this neighborhood, and will provide 

our children with programs that will 
keep them on the right path.” 
   Highlighting the impetus and 
goals of such a center, Annabi 
said, “There is a dire need in this 
section of the City for a community 
center. Our residents need a place 
that will host different programs 
and welcome different generations. 
Our vision of a Community Center 
includes a place to rally youth, to 
tend to our seniors, and to reach out 
to existing community groups and 
individual residents with a breadth 
of services and technology.”
   “This much needed center will 
not only focus on serving the 
needs of the local community, 
but also will serve as a launching 
pad for the future – this will be a 
place to learn, a place to socialize, 
and make new friends.  Through 
this center, our youth will have a 
healthy and viable alternative to 
wasting time on the street, where 
they are potentially vulnerable to 
endangering themselves or others. 
Our seniors will be able to count 
on a safe and engaging space for 
socializing and assorted recreation,” 
concluded Annabi.

Rivera (Manuel) from the NY 
State Board of Education is very 
important because it continues 
the dialogue we started before 
the budget process began. We 
now need to focus on the formula 
for Foundation Aid for Yonkers 
schools, recognize that it isn’t fully 
working and arrive at solutions to 
rework the formula to better serve 
the schools in the City of Yonkers.” 
   All the stakeholders will be 
represented at the table and I expect 
that significant effort will be made 
by all involved to fully address 
this ongoing issue and to make 
real progress,” concluded Senator 
Stewart-Cousins.

http://www.YonkersDowntown.com
http://www.YonkersDowntown.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Enywcgs/
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   Last week’s City Council meeting 
was standard stuff except for the 
fact that in “the drive for five,” a 
battle cry to get a fifth Democrat 
to sit on the City Council. Yonkers 
City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, with the acquiescence of 
his fellow Democrats, launched 
a credible challenge to the strong 
mayor form of government. The 
cymbals of war were heard loudly 
and clearly, some say as far afield 
as Albany. The evolution to the 
“crisis” would be ratcheted from 
one level to the other. It seemed 
to start off innocently enough, but 
then again, it only seemed to be. 
Much was underfoot. It had nothing 
to do with the people’s business, 
only that of the political viability 
of the protagonists involved, both 
Democrats and Republicans.
   The fact is that the proposed 
legislation that has been directed 
to the New York State Legislature 
for almost a decade requesting a 
more favorable, that is, equitable 
distribution of education funding be 
granted Yonkers, has languished for 
over a month this year in committee 
at the Yonkers City Council. Mayor 
Amicone’s office has been privy to 
this fact since its beginning. Then, 
last week, out of the blue comes a 
demure and coyly written request 
by the Mayor’s Chief of Staff Lisa 
Mirjaj requesting the Yonkers City 
Council honor a request by the 
mayor to address the august body. 
Lesnick’s response took the request 
as that of a challenge to his domain, 
that is, the Yonkers City Council. 
Lesnick also took the request 
as that which could pull the rug 
out from under “their” initiative. 
Having the mayor address the 
City Council requesting that they 
place a resolution that would ask 
the NYS Legislature to revisit the 
education funding formula would 
also undermine Lesnick’s claimed 
meeting today with Yonkers’ 
Albany Delation (Senators Jeff 
Klein, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and 
Assemblymen Mike Spano, J. Gary 
Pretlow, and Richard Brodsky). 
   Instead, Lesnick’s attempt at first 
having the mayor slotted to speak 
at the Committee of the Whole, a 
venue in which any member of the 
public may address the Yonkers 
City Council without request, was a 
non-starter. In time, Mrijaj issued a 

Taking on the Strong Mayor  
Form of Government 

By Hezi Aris

take it or leave it request to Lesnick 
demanding the mayor have the 
opportunity to address the Yonkers 
City Council meeting proper, that 
is, that the mayor speak within the 
slated agenda of the Yonkers City 
Council. 
   By some miracle, the issue 
would draw the Democrats into 
a party file, cajoling a similar 
response by the Republicans. Each 
would espouse their own agenda. 
The mayor’s request that “his” 
resolution, a tweaked version 
of a similar proposal sitting in 
committee for over a month lost 
by a 4-3 margin. The attending 
audience, almost all who spoke 
in favor of greater funding for the 
sake of “our children” would depart 
the Council Chambers when the 
mayor’s request lost the vote. Even 
Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio 
made an appearance.
   A call to Ken Jenkins, Yonkers 
City Democratic Committee leader 
was met with a cellphone answering 
machine response that he will not 
return to office on or about the first 
week of June.
   The political dynamic came to 
the forefront when Lesnick accused 
Councilmember  John Murtagh that 
his only concern was his candidacy 
for NYS Senate to represent the 
35th SD, a direct challenge to the 
Democrat, incumbent Stewart-
Cousins. The accusation was met 
with a stern admonition of Lesnick 
by Murtagh. 
   Stewart-Cousins, perceived most 
vulnerable after allegations by her 
office were made that her office was 
“ransacked” and that “bullet holes” 
pot marked windows of her office, 
yet was challenged as erroneous 
by Yonkers Police Commissioner 
Edmund Hartnett, was subliminally 
the rationale behind much of the 

orchestrated posturing among the 
Yonkers City Council.
   Allegations abound that the 
Democrats on the Yonkers City 
Council closed ranks in order to 
foil Sen. Stewart-Cousins’ pending 
initiative to cajole a more favorable 
education funding formulae from 
an “amenable” Governor David 
Paterson. In order to thwart her 
initiative, Mayor Amicone’s request 
to make his initiative, deflecting 
attention from the legislation still 
residing in committee would be 
seen as the catalyst to get the NYS 
Legislature to revisit the faulty 
formulae. Further still, Senator Joe 
Bruno, one of the three men who 
run Albany, is said to be very much 
behind this alleged manipulation. 
But the City Council vote of 4-3 put 
the kibosh on that “scheme.”
   What this vote will have wrought 
is little but to incite further partisan 
bickering, aimless challenges about 
the schism formed by yesterday’s 
vote, while exacting venomous 
retribution for the “humiliation” 
perceived to have been suffered by 
Mayor Amicone.
Lesnick has promised that sometime 
this afternoon, after a meeting with 
the Albany Delegation representing 
Yonkers, Lesnick will glean new 
direction regarding how to proceed 
on requesting the NYS Legislature 
rejigger the education funding 
formulae. Lesnick asserted that, 
“we differ with the mayor on 
strategy – not substance.”
   Neither the mayor nor the council 
president has followed a credible 
approach. The only approach that 
will stir attention during an election 
year is that of a lawsuit that was 
abandoned years ago, without 
prejudice, meaning that it can be 
reinitiated, in which over $2 million 
of Yonkers Board of Education 
funds were spent to challenge the 
education formulae in conjunction 
with a lawsuit initiated by the City 
of Utica, among others.
   If either the Yonkers City Council 
or the City Hall is to be perceived 
as credible, they must pursue the 
path of the lawsuit forthwith. Every 
utterance that deflects attention 
from the only road to equity, other 
than the courts, belies our concern 
for the “children.”

   My, Oh my! The Mayor of the 
City of Yonkers wants to address the 
Yonkers City Council. The Yonkers 
City Council, having received the 
request last week, has engaged in a 
tussle ever since. 
   Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick wants the mayor to 
address the City Council as would 
any citizen, that is, to address the 
City Council during the Committee 
of the Whole. The Committee of 
the Whole permits expression but 
negates the opportunity of a response 
by any member of the Yonkers City 
Council. Recognizing that aspect 
of the Committee of the Whole, the 
mayor’s office has requested that he 
be permitted to address the Yonkers 
City Council proper, that is,  at 
the commencement of business 
which normally takes place at 
about 8:00 pm. Further, should the 
mayor be accommodated at the 
proper meeting of the Yonkers City 
Council, he could be afforded the 
opportunity to receive a response, or 
the lack thereof, from the council.
   The gamesmanship among the 

Tussle Over Protocol Regarding When 
Mayor to Address the Yonkers City 

Council By 
Hezi  Aris

protagonists, Lesnick and Amicone, 
is such that one must wonder how 
anything ever gets accomplished 
in the City of Hills. Lesnick has 
become recalcitrant and refuses to 
let up. Chief of Staff Lisa Mirjaj has 
issues a “take it or leave it” position 
to Lesnick.
   At 2:04 pm. Laura Fahrenthold, 
Lesnick’s Chief of Staff advised 
that Meyor Amicone has now been 
granted permission to speak at the 

Yonkers City Council Meeting 
proper, that is, sometime after 8:00 
pm.
   One of the most pathetic instance 
of censorship by Lesnick over 
Mayor Amicone was Lesnick’s 
demand that the Mayor divulge the 
gist of his commentary for tonight’s 
meeting. Why must the mayor’s 
comment need to be filtered through 
the President of the Yonkers City 
Council?
   City Hall has received no notice 
confirming that the Yonkers City 
Council President, head of the 
legislative branch of government, 
has agreed to an address by Mayor 
Amicone, head of the executive 
branch of government, to address 
the Yonkers City Council Meeting 
proper tonight.
   Yonkers Tribune has checked 
with the Mayor’s Chief of Staff, 
Communication Director and the 
Deputy Mayor’s office.
   Perhaps it is propitious to once 
again call Chuck Lesnick, Chuck 
the Liar.

and to our families. As we await New 
York State’s pending legislation 
legalizing same sex marriages, I 
want to thank Governor Paterson on 
this bold move. Changing policies 
among state agencies is a giant 
step forward in recognizing that 
LGBT people are raising children 
and forming families that need the 
support and protection of the state.” 
   “Governor Paterson’s 
announcement… directs all 
state agencies to begin to revise 
their policies and regulations to 

recognize same-sex marriages 
performed in other jurisdictions, “ 
continued Burns. “This directive 
will make a significant difference in 
our community’s ability to access 
legal protections in recognition of 
our families. As same-sex couples 
struggle to access the same rights and 
responsibilities as straight married 
couples in New York State, this 
acknowledgement by our governor 
is a tremendous show of support 
for our civil right. These revisions 
will likely involve as many as 1,300 

Governor Paterson Backs Recognition of Same-Sex 
Unions Performed in Other Jurisdictions

statutes and regulations in New 
York governing everything from 
joint filing of income tax returns 
to transferring fishing licenses 
between spouses,” concluded Burns. 
   The Center is the heart and the 
hub of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) society in 
New York City, and this change in 
policy among the state’s agencies 
will have a dramatic effect on the 
wellbeing of thousands of couples 
who are waiting to legalize their 
unions. 

HOWES CAVE, NY -- Textured 
letters in sunshine yellow and 
earthy brown, with a circle of 
very dark brown 
featuring a white 
arrow pointing 
downward, are 
elements of 
the new Howe 
Caverns logo 
designed by 
the Troy-based 
marketing firm of 
Smith & Jones.
Howe Caverns’ General Manager 
Robert Holt said, “The new logo 
reflects the new Howe Caverns with 
exciting new things planned above 
ground. The arrow is an invitation 
for everyone to go underground 
into the great cave that is central to 
the Howe Caverns experience.” 
   “The new logo is the first step 
to make the Howe Caverns brand 
resonate with today’s consumer. 
It communicates adventure, it’s 
engaging, and it looks like a cool 
way to spend the day,” said Mark 
Shipley, Smith & Jones’ Chief 
Thinker. 
   According to Mr. Shipley, the 
research conducted by Smith 
& Jones showed that while the 
idea of spending the day at Howe 
Caverns was highly desirable, the 

New Logo Reflects the  
New Howe Caverns

old logo wasn’t relevant to today’s 
consumers. “We tested the new logo 
on kids and they think it’s cool,” 

Mr. Shipley said.
   Smith & Jones began working 
with Howe Caverns earlier this 
year to help the landmark Schoharie 
County attraction reach its audience 
with a message that’s both true to 
its core values and relevant to its 
visitors’ ultimate experience. The 
logo is an important component 
of the Caverns’ complete brand 
overhaul.
   Plans for the new Howe Caverns 
include lengthening the tour of the 
cave. Above ground, the newly 
renovated Tudor-style Visitor 
Center now features Sweet Shop 
with a wide variety of confections 
and Starbucks’ beverages. An 
expanded Gift Shop and Tourist 
Information Center are other new 
features in the Visitor Center. The 

newly remodeled café in the former 
restaurant offers a varied menu -
- from Panini to homemade soups 

and desserts.
   In the nearby 
picnic grove, a 
display of heavy 
equipment – once 
used in quarrying 
operations – will 
be on display. 
Adults and 
children alike will 
be amazed at the 

size of the equipment, especially 
“The Shovel.”
   Howe Caverns is located between 
Albany and Cooperstown off Exit 
22 of I-88. Daily hours are from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. from April through 
October and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
from November through March. 
Howe Caverns is closed only on 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas 
Day.  

For more information about Howe 
Caverns, call 518-296-8900, or 

visit www.howecaverns.com.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Over 
the years, Dad has given 
you wings, lifted you up and 
encouraged you every step of 
the way. This Father’s Day, 
do the same for him – literally 
– by giving him something 
extra special, a ProjectPilot.
org introductory flying lesson.
   ProjectPilot.org is a learn-to-
fly program sponsored by the 
nonprofit Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association (AOPA). 
Just go to the ProjectPilot.
org website where you’ll find 
a database of more than 3,500 
flight schools, and enter Dad’s 
zip code to find the one closest 
to him. Since many schools offer 
introductory flights for $59-$99, 
this gift won’t break your budget. 
   Dad will actually fly the plane 
under the direction of an FAA-
licensed flight instructor.  He’ll taxi 
out to the runway, take off and soar 
into the wild blue yonder. He might 
even love it enough to continue his 

Help Dad Take-Off This Father’s Day
Introductory Flying Lesson from ProjectPilot.org

training toward a private pilot’s 
certificate and a life of liberated 
travel and recreation. The gift of 
flight is the experience of a lifetime 
and one he’s not likely to forget. 
   “There are many things you can 
give Dad that he’ll love, but only 
a flying lesson can open up a new 
world of travel, learning, excitement 
and accomplishment,” says AOPA 
President Phil Boyer. “And if you 
think of Dad as someone who’s 

just comfortable cooking on 
the backyard grill, he might 
surprise you when he goes 
to take his second and third 
lessons.” 
   The Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association includes 
more than 415,000 members, 
or nearly two-thirds of all U.S. 
pilots and three-quarters of 
general aviation pilots. Since 
1939, AOPA has represented 
the interests of general aviation, 
which covers all flying except 
the scheduled airlines and the 

military. Its headquarters are in 
Frederick, Md. 
   Fligh schools in Westchester are:

Panorama Flight Training
Westchester County Airport

White Plains, NY
www.flypfs.com 

and 
Performance Flight

Westchester County Airport
White Plains, NY

www.performanceflightny.com 

http://www.howecaverns.com
http://ProjectPilot.org
http://ProjectPilot.org
http://ProjectPilot.org
http://ProjectPilot.org
http://ProjectPilot.org
http://www.flypfs.com
http://www.performanceflightny.com
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century, including in 1864.
   Both of the original teams were 
connected to the Fire Department of 
New York City.  The original New 
York Mutuals played from 1857 
to 1876, and were named after the 
Mutual Hook and Ladder Company 
Number 1 of New York.  
   The original New York 
Knickerbockers were organized 
in 1845, the first baseball club, 
and the first to adopt rules and 
jerseys. They were named for the 
Knickerbocker Engine Company 
No. 12.  “The Knickerbockers were 
the very beginning of baseball,” 
says the Mutuals’ Tom “Big Bat” 
Fesolowich.
   The Mutuals, also known 
as the Green Stockings,  were 
immortalized as one of the teams 
in the famous Currier & Ives print 
“The American National Game of 
Base Ball.”  The club was a charter 
member of the first professional 
league in 1871, and the National 
League in 1876.  The modern-
day club, established in 1999, is 
known for its experienced ballists, 
historical accuracy and replica 
equipment.
   Bats from the 19th century were 
always wood and often heavier 
and thicker in the handle.  They 
tapered gradually from the handle 
to the barrel and were sometimes 
made without the knob on the 
handle.  Painted rings reflected the 
team’s color.  The uniforms were 
also distinct from modern day, 
featuring knickers; long, colorful 

Bring Dad to The Bronx “Base Ball” Game

stockings; and caps with short 
brims, rather than helmets.
   While the Mutuals home field 
is at the Old Bethpage Village 
Restoration on Long Island and 
they tour regularly, they rarely 
play in New York City.  The 
Knickerbockers are a newer, less 
well-known team also based at Old 
Bethpage, and this is their debut 
game in the City, and their first 
modern match with the Mutuals.
   After the June 14 “ base ball” 
game, team members will play a 
game of Rounders, splitting to create 
two teams of children--and maybe 
a few dads-- from the audience. 
Rounders is a 19th-century English 
child’s game similar to “base ball” 
in having four bases and involving 
batting.  The pitching configuration 
is different, and the opposing team 
can “soak” base runners out, by 

tossing the very soft leather playing 
ball at them.
   Other activities include a one-
day-only exhibit of vintage baseball 
memorabilia, a raffle of the vintage 
replica game ball, a 50-50 raffle, 
and tours of the mansion and 
garden. And, no, attending doesn’t 
mean missing a home Yankees 
game--The Bronx Bombers will be 
in Houston that day.
   Cost for the historic games is $20 
for adults, $10 for children 6 to 17. 
Children under 6 are free.  Discounts 
for members apply.  Tours of 
the 19th-century  Bartow-Pell 
mansion and garden are free 
for the occasion. Registration 
is recommended, though not 
required.  
   For more information or to register, 
call (718)885-1461, direct email to 
info@bpmm.org, or visit www.
bpmm.org.
   The Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 
in Pelham Bay Park at 895 Shore 
Road, The Bronx, is mass-transit 
accessible by taking the number 6 
train to its end, Pelham Bay station. 
From there take the Westchester 
Bee-line number 45 bus to the first 
stop.  By car, Bartow-Pell is just off 
the Hutchinson River Parkway at 
the CIty Island/Orchard Beach exit.
   A source of serenity amidst New 
York City’s largest park, the Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum is a National 
Historic Landmark surrounded by 
exceptional gardens.  The furnished 
Bartow-Pell Mansion is a federal-
style stone building, the sole 

The modern-day New York Mutuals on an antique fire cart. Note the distinctive 19th-century uniforms and bat. 
Bats were always wood and often heavier and thicker in the handle. They tapered gradually from the handle to 
the barrel and were sometimes made without the knob on the handle Painted rings reflected the team’s color. 

Credit: Frank Iraggi, New York Mutuals.

remaining example of the type of 
country living that existed in the 
Pelham Bay Park area in the early 
19th century.  Annually, over 2,000 
school children and their teachers 
participate in historic programs at 
the site.
   At over 2,700 acres, Pelham Bay 

Park is the city’s largest park.  Its 
best-known feature is the 1.1 mile 
long Orchard Beach, the only 
public beach in The Bronx. The 
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 
opened in 1946, is owned by the 
New York City Department of 
Parks and Recreation, operated by 

the non-profit International Garden 
Club, Inc., and is a member of the 
Historic House Trust of New York 
City. 

Dear EarthTalk: What’s available 
now in lawnmowers that are easier 
on the environment? My yard is too 
big for one of those “reel” mowers, 
and I’m no longer a spring chicken, 
so I have to buy something that runs 
on more than human power. What’s 
out there?  -- Joel Klein, Albany, 
NY 

   According to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), traditional gas-powered 
lawnmowers are a public nuisance to 
say the least. Using one of them for 
an hour generates as many volatile 
organic compounds—dangerous 
airborne pollutants known to 
exacerbate human respiratory 
and cardiovascular problems—as 
driving a typical car for 350 miles. 
The EPA estimates that, with some 
54 million Americans mowing 
their lawns on a weekly basis, gas 
lawnmower emissions account for as 
much as five percent of the nation’s 
total air pollution. Beyond that, 
homeowners spill some 17 million 
gallons of gasoline every year just 
refueling their lawnmowers. 
   So what’s a green-minded property 
owner to do about keeping the grass 
down? Go electric, of course! 
   Electric mowers, which either plug 
into a wall outlet via a long cord or 
run on batteries charged up from the 
grid, create no exhaust emissions 

Earth Talk 

From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

“For those ready to take the electric mower plunge, there are many models now 
available from Black & Decker, Craftsman, Homelite, Neuton, Remington and Worx. 

Pictured here is Neuton’s top of the line battery-powered CE 6.2 mower.” Photo 
courtesy of Neuton Power.

and run much cleaner than their 
gas-powered counterparts. They 
also need less maintenance, with 
no spark plugs or belts to worry 
about, and are easier to use, as 
they tend to be smaller and come 
with push-button starters. The icing 
on the cake might be the fact that 
electric mowers are cheaper to run, 
using about as much electricity as 
an ordinary toaster. Most electric 
mower owners spend about $5 a 
year on electricity to keep their 
grass trimmed just right. The non-
profit Electric Power Research 
Institute reports that replacing half 
of the 1.3 million or so gas mowers 
in the U.S. with electric models 
would save the equivalent amount 
of emissions of taking two million 
cars off the road.  
   But going electric has some minor 
trade-offs. Electric mowers tend 
to cost up to $150 more than their 
gas-powered counterparts, and the 
plug-in varieties can only go 100 
feet from the closest outlet without 
an extension cord. And the cordless 
models last only 30-60 minutes 
on a charge, depending on battery 
size and type, though that’s plenty 
sufficient for the average lawn (just 
remember to re-charge it in time for 
the next mow). 
And, of course, just because electric 
mowers don’t consume fossil fuels 
or spew emissions directly doesn’t 

mean they are totally green-
friendly. Most people derive their 
household electricity from coal-
fired power plants, the dirtiest of all 
energy sources. Of course, running 
an electric mower on electricity 
generated from clean and renewable 
sources (solar, wind or hydro 
power) would be the greenest of all 
possibilities, and those days may be 
upon us soon. 
   For those ready to take the 
electric mower plunge, the Greener 
Choices website, a project of 
Consumer Reports, gives high 
marks to Black & Decker’s corded 
($230) and cordless ($400) models 
for their efficiency, reliability and 
ease-of-use. Corded models from 
Worx and Homelite (both around 
$200) also fared well, along with 
cordless offerings from Craftsman, 
Homelite, Remington and Neuton 
($300-450).  
   Contacts: Black & Decker, www.
blackanddecker.com; Remington, 
www.remingtonpowertools.com; 
Homelite, www.homelite.com; 
Worx, www.worxpowertools.
com; Neuton, www.neutonpower.
com; Greener Choices, www.
greenerchoices.org.  
Got an Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; or direct 
email: earthtalk@emagazine.com. 

mailto:info@bpmm.org
http://www.bpmm.org/
http://www.bpmm.org/
http://www.blackanddecker.com
http://www.blackanddecker.com
http://www.remingtonpowertools.com
http://www.homelite.com
http://www.worxpowertools.com
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