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VIRGINIA BEACH, VA -- U.S. 
Senator John McCain delivered the 
following remarks as prepared for 
delivery at the McCain-Palin 2008 
rally in Virginia Beach, VA.
   “Three weeks 
from now, you 
will choose a new 
President. Choose 
well. There is 
much at stake. 
“””These are 
hard times. Our 
economy is in 
crisis. Financial 
markets are 
collapsing. Credit 
is drying up. 
Your savings are 
in danger. Your 
retirement is at 
risk. Jobs are 
disappearing. The 
cost of health care, your children’s 
college, gasoline and groceries are 
rising all the time with no end in 
sight. While your most important 
asset -- your home -- is losing value 
every day. 
   “Americans are fighting in two 
wars. We face many enemies in 

  The presidential election process 
has engaged the nation. Barack 
Obama mesmerized the electorate 
with his promise 
for “change.” John 
McCain underscored 
his “maverick” 
credentials by 
pronouncing Sarah 
Palin his running 
mate. Captivated by 
the top of the ticket, 
yet consumed by 
fears of a protracted 
recession, our 
personal well being, and the panic 
over a lack of immunity from the 
global crisis, has culminated in 
impotent responses, and a growing 
awareness that the candidates who 
stand before us, beseeching our 
vote, have dismissed our concerns 
by not divulging a comprehensive 
plan of effective action. Worse still, 
the top of the ticket are attempting to 
deflect our focus from the financial 
debacle that consumes us.
   While the national ticket is in 

   WestHab, Inc. has shepherded 
a “workforce housing” project 
proposed for 22 Tarrytown Road 
that is a fraud perpetrated on a 
community kept in the dark by 
their omission of 
facts and with the 
complicity of the 
Greenburgh Town 
Board. WestHab, 
Inc. had petitioned 
the Town Board 
to accept its 
application for 
a “workforce 
housing” project 
has advocated 
its premeditated fraud upon 
the community of Fulton Park 
by coverup. WestHab, Inc. has 
stipulated that in order to develop 
the “workforce housing” project, 
which has now been redefined to 
also include an “affordable housing” 
component, the development must 
receive rezoning authorization 
in order for the project to be 
developed as proposed. At no time 
have WestHab, Inc., or its legal 
counsel, ever mentioned that 
as part of the 43 proposed units 

RHINEBECK, NY  --  Once 
again, Washington has proven that 
anything it touches is doomed to 
failure. Unable to win 
wars, repair levees, 
fix voting machines 
or rebuild its Twin 
Towers, the colossal 
$700 billion bailout 
package passed last 
week by Congress 
proved to be an instant 
bust. 
   As we predicted in 
our 26 September 
2008 Trend Alert® 
Put the Bailout on the 
Ballot --  “The bailout 
plan will only bail out CEOs and 
preferred stakeholders of failing 
financial firms while sinking the 
American people deeper in debt.”
   With not one major success to 
their credit and a long history of 
unmitigated disasters to pin their 
reputations on, the Wall Street 
rescue package did nothing to 
solve the credit crisis as those in 
Congress who rammed it through 
had promised. 
   “Without immediate action ... 
America could slip into financial 
panic and a distressing scenario 
would unfold,” said President 

   Plumes of smoke rose heavenward 
from the base of Maunaloa. 
Because this is one of Hawaii’s 
very active volcanos, we were kept 
several hundred yards away from 
the site.  Yet, even from a distance, 
the power and majesty of Maunaloa 
was awesome.  Much about my 
recent trip to Hawaii’s Big Island 
and Maui was awe-inspiring.  The 
islands were everything that one 
expects to find: tropical paradise, 
enveloping warmth, glistening blue 
sea and luxurious resorts.  Badly in 
need of some serious R & R, I was 
delighted to find that the islands 
also offered a perfect destination for 
me to reconnect with nature – and 
with myself.  Here I found a natural 

      The mid morning sun burned 
the mist from the highway, leaving 
a long, smooth ribbon of concrete 
winding through sun-splashed 
Kentucky mountains and shaded 
valleys. There was little company 
except for a lazily circling hawk 
and the only sound was the low 
rumble from the twin chrome 
turbos protruding from the rear of 
the Lancer Evolution. 
      The rumble increased to a low 
roar as I pushed the accelerator 
towards the floor, tapping the 
chrome paddle shift up to sixth 
gear as the speedometer nudged 
past 130 miles per hour as the hills 
flew by. A curve approached, and   
I tapped the paddle shift down to 
fifth gear while dropping the speed 
to 105. The huger spoiler over the 

   There you are basking in the 
soft, warm glow of department 
store lighting knowing you should 
leave. Yet you don’t. The next 
thing you know your bag is a little 
heavier, your credit debt is a little 
deeper and you can’t help thinking: 
Ugggh, why did I do that?!? 
   Whether it’s clothes, cars, dinners 

Trend Alert 
Washington Bailout a Bust;   

Depression to Follow. 

By Gerald Celente

Bush, urging quick passage of the 
bill.  In a fearsome tone reminiscent 
of the nation’s rush to war with 

Iraq, Bush warned 
that quick passage 
was “essential to the 
financial security of 
every American.”
   “Think about it,” 
said Barack Obama 
promoting its 
immediate passage.  
“If your neighbor’s 
house is burning 
you’re not going to 
spend a whole lot 
of time saying well 
that guy was always 

irresponsible ... his house could 
end up affecting your house.  And 
that’s the situation we’re in right 
now,” he said on the campaign trail 
while also taking time to arm-twist 
the congressional Black Caucus to 
support the bailout plan.
   Weighing in with his brand of fear, 
the self-professed economically 
uneducated John McCain warned, 
“... the direct consequences of 
inaction will be far more damaging 
to the economic security of 
American families, and the fault 
will all be ours.”

WestHab Housing Project 
a Fraud upon Fulton Park 

Neighborhood and the  
Town of Greenburgh

By Hezi Aris

consisting of “workforce housing” 
and “affordable housing” units, 7 
units will be targeted to homeless 
families and/or homeless persons.” 
   Fulton Park residents have 

w e l c o m e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
conforming to 
zoning parameters 
memorialized by 
the Greenburgh 
Town Board. 
Fulton Park 
residents were 
promised that by 
accepting a men’s 
homeless shelter 

for a ten year period the facility 
would thereafter be closed. Instead, 
the homeless shelter was closed 4 
years later. Fulton Park residents 
were further promised that a 
homeless population would not be 
housed in their community again. 
Documents contrary to that fact 
have now come to light. Why have 
they not been made public? Why 
has every request for an explanation 
of whom WestHab, Inc. intended to 
serve in their development proposal 

John McCain on the 
Campaign Trail in 

Virginia Beach 
on October 13, 2008

this dangerous world, and they are 
waiting to see if our current troubles 
will permanently weaken us. 
The next President won’t have 
time to get used to the office. He 

won’t have the 
luxury of studying 
up on the issues 
before he acts. He 
will have to act 
immediately. And 
to do that, he will 
need experience, 
courage, judgment 
and a bold plan 
of action to take 
this country in a 
new direction. We 
cannot spend the 
next four years 
as we have spent 
much of the last 
eight: waiting for 

our luck to change. The hour is 
late; our troubles are getting worse; 
our enemies watch. We have to act 
immediately. We have to change 
direction now. We have to fight.
   “I’ve been fighting for this 
country since I was seventeen years 

New Yonkers Diner Opens in the  
Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront B.I.D.

At the ribbon cutting for the opening of the Yonkers Diner at 53 South Broadway were (L-R):  Yonkers Council 
President Chuck Lesnick; Steve Sansone, Executive Director of the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront BID; 

Foros Pantelli, Mike Christoloulou and Debbie Rogue of the Yonkers Diner; Louis C. Kirven III, Yonkers 
Commissionioner of Planning & Development and Roger Ayuso, member of the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront 

BID Board of Directors. See page 5 for more Yonkers business.

our face 24/7, the local contests 
are being “fought” on two different 
levels. The first “campaign” is 

uncontested, the 
second is contested. 
Seemingly most 
benign are the 
u n c h a l l e n g e d 
campaigns. In 
reality, the lack of an 
opposing candidate to 
that of an incumbent 
reveals a lack of 
political talent in the 
opposing party, or a 

non-aggression pact. Meeting the 
first criteria is incumbent New York 
State Senator Jeff Klein who has no 
opponent.
The “contested” campaigns can be 
divided into two categories. The first 
of these categories is exemplified in 
the case of incumbent New York 
State Assemblyman Mike Spano, 
whose opposition; Jim Faulker’s 
candidacy is nothing more than a 
smoke screen for the 

Shifting Gears: Road 
Running with Mitsubishi

By Roger Witherspoon

trunk, which neatly dissects the 
rear windshield, worked with the 
traction control to prevent any sway 
as the Mitsubishi Racer rounded the 
slow curve with a mountain on the 
inside and a valley on the right. 
The world flew by in a green blur 
as the 18-inch wheels gripped the 
road tighter than a newly drafted 
NBA player grips his signing bonus 
check. I came smoothly out of the 
curve, tapped t6he paddle shift back 
up to 6th gear and zipped backup to 
130. That was still below the Lancer 
Evolution’s top speed of 155, but it 
was fast enough for this run.
      The Lancer Evolution MR 
is a $42,000 four-door sedan 
camouflaged as a street racer. It 
has a head turning design, from 

Why Bad 
Spending 
Happens 
to Good 
People 

By Nick Tasler

Hawaii
Perfect Sanctuary for Body and Soul

By Barbara Barton Sloane

sanctuary to restore the soul.  
   On Hawaii’s Big Island, miles upon 
miles of untouched land contribute 
to its natural beauty.  It’s a place of 
extremes – from fiery volcanoes 
to snow-capped mountain peaks; 
from acres of green pasturelands to 
vast ebony lava deserts; and from 
tropical rainforests and verdant 
valleys to white, gold, black and 
even green sand beaches.  Out of 
13 climatic regions on the planet, 
this island has all but two, Artic 
and Saharan. On the Big Island, 
whatever climate you’re craving, 
you’ll find it here. 
   For centuries, native Hawaiians 
have revered nature’s bounty from 
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The 5th (Not So) Annual 

YYYooonnnkkkeeerrrsss PPPooollliiiccceee
VS.

YYYooonnnkkkeeerrrsss FFFiiirrreeefffiiiggghhhttteeerrrsss
Charity Toughman Competition 

Friday, November 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. 
Yonkers Police Athletic League (P.A.L.) 
127 North Broadway, Yonkers NY 10701 

$25 Per Ticket 
Tickets on Sale 

November 10 through November 13 at the Yonkers P.A.L.
10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

All Proceeds go to the following charity:
Heartsong – www.Heartsong.org

  A musical and art therapy program for children with disabilities. 

 For further information and directions visit the www.YonkersPBA.com  Website, or call 
Yonkers PBA 377-7938* Local 628 377-7527 *Yonkers CLSA 377-7370
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New York Civic

On
the

Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

   The second example of a 
“contested” campaign is contested, 
yet this example can also be split 
into two categories. The first is an 
earnest discussion of issues before 
the public, engaging the electorate 
in the sharing of views and 
perspectives. Perhaps one of the 
best example is that of incumbent 
New York State Assemblyman 
George Latimer, and that of his 
opponent Rob Biagi. They have 
each met one another and have 
discussed perspectives on the issues 
in the public arena.
   The other “contested” campaign 
is the most damning. It is the 
campaign where the electorate is 

Public Dismissed in Election Process
dismissed because the candidates 
do not engage each other in public 
discourse. This type of “contested” 
campaign is the most egregious 
tactic, an example of which is 
recognized in the New York State 
Senate race between incumbent 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
and her opponent John Murtagh. 
Stewart-Cousins has preferred 
to stay out of the public eye and 
Murtagh has bypassed local issues 
to embrace becoming a 15 nano-
second spokesperson for the McCain 
campaign. Stewart-Cousins expects 
to sail toward victory on the coattails 
of Obama in the November election. 
Stewart-Cousins has dismissed 

her constituents by believing she 
doesn’t need to speak to them. 
Murtagh has likewise dismissed 
the same constituency, recognizing 
his unlikelihood to surmount the 
Obama lead in Westchester County 
of over 25 percent, by engaging as 
a bottom feeding spokesperson for 
McCain on the national stage, and 
using that notoriety in building a 
name for himself to challenge for 
Mayor of Yonkers in two plus years 
time. The pity here is that a third 
party has not been able to nurture 
a credible candidate worthy of the 
public trust. Both Stewart-Cousins 
and Murtagh will survive this 
“contest” intact. Neither is worthy 

of even one vote. The public good 
is served by neither.
   In Yonkers, the paradigm of 
the two party system, with their 
subservient and ancillary third party 
appendages have not satisfied public 
concerns. The system has co-opted 
all input. The issue at each party 
is patronage, nothing more. Tenets 
once believed sacrosanct have 
been excised. While the Democrats 
and Republicans decry the lack of 
interest by the public in the political 
equation, they each work overtime 
to dismiss the public input, shutting 
the public out. The party system 
has simply become an employment 
agency that serves itself.  

   The “Crash of 2008” may well 
wake people up to the need to be 
involved in the political process.
Can the voters afford to be governed 
by elected officials who need the 
public to legitimize their being in 
office on Election Day and not on 
the other 364 days of the year?
  The issues are visceral, the 
solutions will take time. If you 
have lucid ideas, bring them to the 
party of your choice and demand 
inclusion. Lacking welcome, it may 
be time to create a party built on 
ethics, transparency, inclusion, and 
integrity. One person does make a 
difference.
   At issue is who do you trust?

Note: The October 10, 2008 column 
is picaresque, dealing with varying 
subjects. The underlying theme is 
derived from Variety, October 30, 
1929 and is the quest for fairness.

   It would be irrelevant to write 
only about term limits when the 
stock market is in free fall or in 
recovery, depending on when you 
receive this e-mail. We observe that 
irrational panic on Wall Street is no 
more sensible than the “irrational 
exuberance” that Alan Greenspan 
warned about in December 1996. 
That was long ago, but the phrase 
remains in people’s minds. But what 
did Greenspan do to prevent the 
sub-prime crisis that brewed while 
he was Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve? A minor result of the spiral 
of descent has been the diminution 
of Greenspan’s reputation for 
sagacity and foresight.
   That leaves Warren Buffett, the 
Oracle of Omaha, the last iconic 
figure in the business world. He 
is a wise, generous and extremely 
modest man. He put shares of 
Berkshire Hathaway then worth 
over thirty billion dollars into a 
foundation named for Bill and 
Melinda Gates. Wikipedia says that 
was the largest charitable donation 
in history. 
Some of Buffett’s managers were 
convicted of misconduct (perhaps 
unjustly, the case is on appeal) in 
the transactions which led to Eliot 
Spitzer throwing Hank Greenberg 
out of AIG, the company he 

The Public be Damned
Wall Street Lays An(other) Egg 

 
By Henry J. Stern

built.. Unfortunately, in today’s 
world of show trials, a conviction 
doesn’t necessarily mean that you 
did anything seriously wrong. 
Greenberg, accused of overstating 
AIG’s profit, was succeeded by 
bunglers who led the insurance 
giant to its knees, requiring the 
largest US bailout in history, so far 
amounting to 115.7 billion dollars 
(That’s $115,700,000,000). Would 
that have happened if Spitzer had 
allowed Greenberg to stay, rather 
than intimidating the board into 
removing him? Who knows, but the 
subprime problems might well have 
been avoided in part. 
   Is the AIG result, only visible 
years after the act, part of the 
price we pay for Spitzerism? Ask 
the holders of stock which is now 
nearly worthless. One difference 
between Spitzer and Senator Joe 
McCarthy is that Spitzer, acting 
through Darren Dopp, had the 
press cheering him on, while 
McCarthy was rightly opposed by 
most of the media. A whisper from 
“the sheriff of Wall Street” could 
devastate a company’s stock price, 
causing it to lose billions in market 
capitalization. Businesses paid fines 
of hundreds of millions of dollars 
to avoid that fate. While he was in 
power, Spitzer was unchallenged, 
because we all know that some 
corporations do shady things. 
See any movie about business to 
confirm that assumption. But were 
the Attorney General’s sanctions 
proportionate to the wrongdoing to 

which he had been led?
   Unfortunately, we only found 
Spitzer’s downside after he was 
elected governor, and started 
treating his colleagues as criminals, 
although some of them were. 
Senator Bruno misused the state 
plane, although staying within the 
letter of the law. 
Spitzer could have 
grounded him, as 
Pataki had done 
previously because 
they disagreed on 
a political issue 
on which Bruno 
may have had an 
economic motive. 
Instead, Spitzer 
set off a Clouseau-
type investigation 
of Bruno and 
then lied about it, 
shifting the blame 
to subordinates.
One thing leads to another, and 
the circle of wrongdoing and 
misconduct grows ever larger. It 
is safe to assume that for every 
crooked lawmaker exposed, 
there is another who has escaped 
detection. There is not even much 
honor among thieves, as we see 
from former Assemblyman Brian 
McLaughlin’s wearing a wire to 
record self-incrimatory remarks by 
Assemblyman Tony Seminerio, one 
of the nicer people in Albany, who, 
envious of the money that lobbyists 
and consultants were earning, set 
himself up as one of them. What 

Seminerio is alleged to have done is 
a serious offense, malum in se, not 
just malum prohibitum. You can 
watch others get rich, you can envy 
them, but you cannot take their 
money, even if it is given willingly. 
That is bribery, a felony.
Term Limits, In Brief Today

   What the 
City Council is 
programmed to do, 
extending voter-
approved term 
limits without a 
referendum may 
not be criminal, but 
it is “disgusting.” 
Who said that? 
Why, Michael 
Bloomberg did. 
That was before he 
tied his own future 
to theirs. Why the 
world financial 
crisis dictates that 

thirty-six local councilmembers 
due to rotate out should occupy 
their seats for another four years 
is a difficult question to answer. 
It would be nice to have Mayor 
Bloomberg continue in office, and 
we believe he should have the 
opportunity to run. This result can 
and should be accomplished by 
public referendum, which many of 
us would support as it applies to 
city-wide officials, who are known 
to the public and whose districts 
have not been gerrymandered.
   We don’t need the councilmembers, 
who attached themselves like 

leeches to the mayor as the price 
they charge for City Council 
approval for this end-run around the 
Charter. The attempted maneuver 
is possibly technically legal (the 
Court of Appeals will decide) but 
morally indefensible, especially 
after one has pretended for seven 
years that such an action would be 
an outrage. 
   It is a pity that Messrs. Bloomberg, 
Lauder and the publishers fail to see 
what fair-minded people so clearly 
understand. It is not an issue of two 
terms or three; that is debatable. It 
is cheating, by changing the rules 
in the middle of the game, at a 
window of lack of opportunity for 
the other side to take its case to the 
voters. The oligarchs are decent 
people, but their collusion in this 
matter is an insult to the democracy 
under which they became rich and 
powerful. We hope they reconsider.
Sam Roberts on Hymie 
Shorenstein
   A semi-relevant story, one of the 
great political anecdotes of all time, 
was told by Sam Roberts in the New 
York Times on August 25, 2008. It 
is a fascinating column, to which 
you should link if you are at all 
interested in politics. In a graceful 
and charming way, Roberts tells the 
story that made Hyman Shorenstein 
a figure, or at least a footnote, in 
American political history.
Clyde Haberman on Michael 
Bloomberg
   Another remarkable column 
on the mayor’s concern over the 

succession, written by Clyde 
Haberman appeared in Monday’s 
Times. Its title, BLOOMBERG’S 
GIFT TO THE PEOPLE: MOI is 
a sendoff of Miss Piggy as well 
as Louis XV. We can’t match his 
style, but we want you to enjoy the 
insightful yet humorous column that 
this Pulitzer-prize winner wrote for 
our edification and diversion. Just 
link to Clyde and read the column 
for yourself. Then, if you have time, 
tell us what you think.

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse through his archive 

at New York Civic and direct 
e-mail to StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

   One after another, the leaders of 
both houses in both parties pushed 
for passage of the bailout bill 
that was pushed on them by the 
Treasury Czar and the Wall Street 
Gang.  (See DC Heist: Wall Street 
Gang Hijacks Washington, Trend 
Alert®, 22 September 2008.)
   “Supporting this legislation is the 
only way to make the best of a crisis 
and return our country to a path of 
economic stability, prosperity and 
growth,” championed Democratic 
majority leader Harry Reid, who 
had admitted several days earlier 

Trend Alert
that “no one knows what to do.” 
   “This isn’t about a bailout of 
Wall Street, it’s a buy-in, so that 
we can turn our economy around,” 
declared Democratic House leader 
Pelosi.  Her Republican counterpart 
Boehner urged “every member 
whose conscience will allow them 
to support this,” giving assurances, 
as did the others, that the $700 
billion taxpayer-funded package 
would stop financial panic from 
spreading.
   But even before the ink dried on 
the pork-infused bill that fattened 

greedy congressmen and lined 
financial insiders’ pockets, the news 
of its passage sunk the Dow 157 
points on the day. 
   When the overseas markets opened 
Monday, they reacted to the bailout 
by registering one of their worst 
market crashes in decades.  And 
with each passing day, the economic 
news just kept getting worse, and 
with each passing day the Federal 
Reserve just kept throwing good 
money after bad.  
   Beyond the $1 trillion subprime 
problem that’s been erroneously 

targeted as the prime culprit behind 
the credit crisis are more serious 
financial catastrophes that are barely 
reported, mostly overlooked and 
can’t be remedied.  The Fed can’t 
print enough money to paper over 
the $531.2 trillion in derivatives 
and credit swaps, the trillions in 
the overbuilt commercial real estate 
market ready to collapse, the multi-
trillions in leveraged buyouts going 
bust, and other “exotic” financial 
instruments that have turned toxic.
Trendpost as stipulated October 
9, 2008.

   The Panic of ‘08 is “On.”  Yet, the 
instant the Dow crashed 678 points 
today, Bloomberg Radio brought 
on an expert who declared “most of 
the crash is behind us” and said the 
market plunge presented “a good 
buying opportunity.”  We see things 
differently.  Yesterday’s lowering 
of interest rates and the continual 
Fed action to flood the markets 
with money will lead to an era of 
hyper-inflation, the likes of which 
no living American has ever seen.
   Gold prices shot up some $24 
after being down over $20 earlier 

in the day.  We continue to forecast 
gold $2000.  And once again, we 
urge you to take precautionary 
measures in view of a worsening 
global market meltdown. 
 

Gerald Celente is the founder/
director of 

 The Trends Research Institute,  
and publisher of 

The Trends Journal. 
Direct email correspondence to  
gcelente@trendsresearch.com. 

  Indian Point is a two reactor nuclear 
power complex in Verplanck, 
New York.  It is located about 
35 miles north of Times Square 
and is operated by a multinational, 
multi-billion dollar corporation 
called Entergy, Inc.  They have 
applied to relicense both Indian 
Point 2 and Indian Point 3 so 
that they can continue to operate 
for another 20 years after their 
current licenses expire in 2012 and 
2015 respectively. The process is 
being contested by the Attorney 
General of the State of New York 
and several environmental groups. 
In some ways, Indian Point is a 
microcosm of the nuclear power 
debate that is raging on the national 
level.  While most would agree that 
it is not wise to site a nuclear power 
plant in a heavily populated area, 
everyone acknowledges that we need 
electricity. How we generate it and 
what it really costs are details that 
are frequently overlooked because 
it is a complicated topic.  
  During the last debate Senator 
Obama said that his energy mix 
would include nuclear power as 

The Nuclear Power Debate
By Marilyn Elie

long as it was safe. Senator McCain 
said that he knew it was safe 
because of his experience in the 
Navy and he forthrightly called for 
the construction of 45 new nuclear 
power plants with federal financial 
guarantees. There are important 
differences between civilian and 
military reactors that need to be 
considered. 
   Our nuclear Navy does a fine job 
of running submarines.  If civilian 
power plants ran under the same 
rules, anti nuclear advocates would 
have much less to complain about.  
In the nuclear Navy there are no 
regular and routine releases of 
radioactive material. Unlike civilian 
reactors, no contaminates are 
released to the air or water.  Mistakes 
are not tolerated.  First of all, there 
is a rigid chain of command with 
immediate consequences for errors. 
Secondly, everyone on board is 
living with the reactor and a mistake 
could be lethal not only for the crew 
but also for a multi-billion dollar 
warship.  Quality control operates 
at the highest level possible since 
profit is not a consideration but the 

lives of service men and women 
are.  
   A third important 
difference is that 
reactors on a ship do 
not involve any risk to 
civilian populations. 
Since these reactors are 
much smaller, typically 
20 megawatts, they 
produce less 
waste.  Should Yucca 
Mountain ever open as 
a national, high level nuclear waste 
dump, the Department of Defense 
is guaranteed 10% of the storage 
capacity which would be enough 
to house all of the high level 
radioactive waste that the Navy 
has produced thus far.  On the other 
hand, it will hold only a fraction 
of the waste generated by civilian 
commercial reactors. 
   Senator McCain also mentioned 
reprocessing nuclear waste.  The 
industry often advocates this. They 
call it recycling to make it sound 
clean, green, and complete.  France 
is generally cited as an example 
of how well it works. The fact is, 

France has no deposits of uranium 
ore and is trying to make the best 

of a bad situation.  We 
have ore deposits and 
it is much cheaper 
to process uranium 
from ore than to 
reprocess spent fuel. 
Reprocessing is a 
once-through process 
that recovers only 
a third of the plutonium 

to use as a Mixed 
Oxide fuel.  No civilian reactor 
in this country uses MOX.  After 
reprocessing, you are 
still left with deadly, high 
level, radioactive wastes and the 
problem of where to store them. 
   Siting one nuclear power plant 
is problematic, let alone dozens. 
The current industry estimate for 
how long it takes to construct a 
nuclear power plant is 10 to 12 
years.  Construction costs run from 
$12  to $14 billion dollars for each 
plant with an additional $3 billion 
for the infra structure needed to 
connect to the grid. These estimates 
are from pending applications for 

new reactors filed with the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. That 
makes the price of 45 new reactors 
$675 billion, minimum. Wall Street 
has not been willing to finance any 
new nuclear construction.  Given 
our current economic crises, it seems 
highly unlikely that government 
subsidies in the amounts required 
will be available and we must act 
quickly if we are to head off global 
warming. 
On a final note, Senator 
McCain called nuclear 
power greenhouse gas free. It is 
not.  When you compare fuels, you 
must compare the entire fuel cycle.  
Studies I have examined put nuclear 
at about the same level of greenhouse 
gas as natural gas.  However, with 
all the economic arguments against 
it, this is almost a minor point.  (For 
more information on the economics 
of nuclear power, see the writings 
of Amory Lovins, founder of the 
Rocky Mountain Institute, www.
rmi.org .) 
   We cannot afford to build any 
more nuclear power plants. We need 
a distributed system of electricity 

production with many smaller more 
local sources of clean power and 
an updated, efficient delivery 
system to move electricity the short 
distance from where it is produced to 
where it is consumed.  A diversified 
portfolio of clean and green means 
of production is essential.  Most 
of all, we have to conserve and 
become more efficient. Continuing 
our current rate of consumption is 
neither sustainable nor necessary.  
We must focus on reducing the 
demand side of the equation rather 
than concentrating solely on the 
production side. The free market 
is leading the way in the creation 
of green jobs that can never be 
exported overseas.  If we ask the 
right questions and look at the 
details we can make wise decisions 
for a prosperous economy.  

Marilyn Elie is Co-founder of 
the Citizens Awareness Network 

(CAN) a grassroots environmental 
organization working to end the 

use of unaffordable and dangerous 
nuclear power in the Northeast and 
replace it with sustainable, reliable 
and affordable energy generation.

http://www.irrationalexuberance.com/definition.htm
http://www.irrationalexuberance.com/definition.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warren_Buffett
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/05/23/60minutes/main555310.shtml
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/25/nyregion/25jewish.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/07/nyregion/07nyc.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
http://www.nycivic.org/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/08/StarQuest@NYCivic.org
http://www.trendresearch.com
mailto:gcelente@trendsresearch.com
http://www.rmi.org/
http://www.rmi.org/
http://www.nukebusters.org
http://www.nukebusters.org
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Weir Only Human

Weir Only Human: The Postman Always Rings Twice
By Bob Weir

     It’s called schadenfreude – 
getting satisfaction out of someone 
else’s troubles. It’s not something 
to be proud of, but I must admit 
to having enjoyed every second of 
O. J. Simpson’s agony as the court 
clerk read off a succession of guilty 
verdicts after his latest trial in Las 
Vegas. The former football star and 
double murderer was found guilty 
of kidnapping and armed robbery, 
crimes that occurred last year at a 
hotel in the gambling Mecca. The 
verdict came in exactly 13 years to 
the day that Simpson was acquitted 
of the brutal slashing deaths of his 
wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her 
friend, Ronald Goldman. The 1995 
verdict was an outrage to all decent 
people who had faith in the justice 
system. As television coverage 
showed Simpson smiling and 
shaking hands with his attorneys, 
the stunned looks on the faces of 

the victims’ families tore at the 
heart and soul of America’s value 
system. Viewers all over the world 
saw a heartless creature, who had 
exercised total control over his wife 
during a tumultuous marriage, get 
away with murdering her because 
she refused to take his abuse any 
longer.  
     Mr. Goldman, who happened to 
be with Ms. Simpson that evening, 
was merely in the wrong place at the 
wrong time as the knife-wielding 
savage added the young man to his 
rampage. When the story broke into 
the news headlines and the former 
gridiron star was arrested, his guilt-
ridden face and sullen acceptance of 
his fate was patently obvious. But 
that was before a phallanx of legal 
beagles smelled the odoriferous 
blood of free publicity on a national 
scale and moved toward the scent 
like a bunch of ravenous leeches. 

And a motley 
crowd they 
were! From F. 
Lee Bailey to 
Robert Shapiro, 
to Johnny 
Cochran; wealthy 
barristers all, 
they combined a 
century of courtroom legerdemain 
to bastardize the justice system 
and turn a homicidal maniac free. 
They did it by putting everyone 
on trial but the defendant. The Los 
Angeles Police Dept. was blamed; 
in particular,  Detective Mark 
Fuhrman, because he had once used 
the term, nigger. It didn’t matter 
that he used the word ten years 
earlier during a taped interview 
with a writer who was working on a 
screenplay about police work in the 
inner cities.  
     There wasn’t a scintilla of 

evidence that 
Fuhrman had ever 
used the word 
during his long and 
illustrious career 
as a detective in 
one of the highest 
crime areas of 
the country. 

Nevertheless, operating on the 
assumption that the predominantly 
African-American jury would find 
any use of the word, in any context, 
even in the privacy of a studio 
during an interview, as irrefutable 
evidence that the person using it is 
a racist, the defense badgered the 
detective on the stand, and the jury 
ate it up. Once the racist label had 
been emblazoned on Fuhrman’s 
forehead, the putrid pack of 
petifoggers deflected the damning 
evidence against their client and 
made the trial all about racism. Of 

course, the fact that a black guy had 
practically decapitated two white 
people and left them lying in a pool 
of their own blood never registered 
so much as a blip on the racism 
radar screen. 
     Bailey, who made a career out of 
defending men who killed women 
(Dr. Sam Sheppard, Dr. Carl 
Coppolino and Albert DeSalvo, 
i.e. The Boston Strangler, among 
others,) was absolutely gleeful 
as he twisted jurors’ minds to 
keep them from noticing that the 
trial was about justice for two 
dead victims, not about a careless 
utterance. Shapiro, who looked as 
though his heart, assuming he has 
one, was never in the case, did his 
part by finding forensic “experts” 
who would favor the murderer. 
And who could forget Cochran, an 
overpaid shyster if ever there was 
one, parading around the courtroom 

holding the infamous bloody glove 
and engaging in a rhythmic display 
of sophomoric banter: “If it doesn’t 
fit, you must acquit.” Acquit they 
did, to the gasping horror of decent 
people everywhere. The victims’ 
relatives had to live with the fact 
that the monster who butchered 
their loved ones had been given a 
license to kill, ex post facto. Now 
that the animal has been rounded 
up again, perhaps this time they’ll 
keep him in his cage. As for the so-
called “Dream Team,” responsible 
for setting the creature free the 
first time, they will surely get their 
reward in the Ninth Circle of Dante’s 
Inferno, where moral turpitude is 
never a pardonable offense. 

   Over a year ago, the Americans 
for the Arts Action Fund called 
on both the McCain and Obama 
presidential campaigns to issue 
statements regarding support for 
the arts and arts education.  As a 
supporter of the arts, I was hoping 
that both candidates could describe 
how they view our nation’s arts and 
cultural policies, if arts education 
is important to them, or how their 
vision of a 21st century workforce 
includes a strong creative economy. 
   On both February 28, 2008, and 
again on April 2, 2008, Senator 
Obama delivered speeches 
that addressed federal support 

Arts Advocacy and the Presidential Candidates
By Donna M. Jackson

Multitalented music producer and artist manager Sheila Baptista of 
Mount Vernon (www.lewisandkirkmusic.com), had an opportunity to meet 
Senator Obama when her artist, Yale-graduate and electric violin master 

Kersten Stevens performed for him at the Apollo Theater.

for the arts and arts education. 
   So far, only Sen. Obama has issued 
a detailed arts policy statement 
available on his Website, but no 
formal proposal has been published 
by Sen. McCain.  Sen. Obama 
also formed a 40+ national arts 
policy committee to formulate his 
campaign proposals in this area.
See a summary of the candidate’s 
respective stance here:
h t t p : / / w w w. a r t s a c t i o n f u n d .
o r g / p d f / p r e s s / M c C a i n _
O b a m a _ r e c o r d _ f i n a l . p d f 
   I want to commend Senator 
Obama for his position on arts 
education. Our schools need more 

arts education. Despite including 
the arts as one of the 10 core 
academic subjects, the “No Child 
Left Behind” law has actually 
pushed arts classes to the side. 
   Research has shown that students 
with an education rich in the arts 
have better grade point averages, 
score better on standardized tests in 
reading and math, and have lower 
dropout rates — findings that cut 
across all socio-economic categories. 
   Across the country, the role of 
the arts as an economic engine 
is growing in acceptance and 
strength.  I call on all candidates 
to support funding and policies 

at the federal level that would 
recognize the growth potential 
and direct benefits of encouraging 
cities and states to strategically 
invest in the arts in order to 
drive economic development. 
   As voters prepare to head to the 
ballot box this November, they 
should think about which candidates 
are supportive of our arts, culture and 
our creative economy.  The policies 
developed at the federal level will 
definitely have an impact on the arts 
community here at the local level. 
 

   We are disturbed by the degree 
to which ‘Arab’ has become the 
metaphorical mud to sling against 
your opponent. Last week, for 
example, the Republican Jewish 
Coalition released a document in 
which they use the term Pro-Arab 
as a pejorative accusation. For his 
part, Rush Limbaugh has joined 
in by declaring that Obama is in 
fact an Arab American. Then, last 
Friday, after a supporter called 
Senator Barack Obama “an Arab”, 
Senator John McCain came to the 
defense of of his political opponent 
by saying, “No, ma’am. He’s a 
decent family man and citizen....” 
From this we are left to infer that an 
Arab man is somehow not a decent 
family man.
   Dr. James Zogby, President of 
the Arab American Institute, says, 
“Enough is enough! From the 
beginning of this campaign there 
have been those who have used 
‘Muslim’ and ‘Arab’ in an effort 
to smear Barack Obama. This 
exploitation of bigotry and the 
stoking of racist fires to forward an 
agenda is reprehensible. This is not 
only offensive to Arab Americans, 
but to all Americans. As every ethnic 
group who has ever been used to 
scare the electorate knows, this is a 
dangerous game that, tragically, can 
get innocent people hurt.
   “And while we are pleased to see 
that the senator is trying to dispel 
rumors about Senator Obama, 
we feel the need to point out that 
Arab Americans are also decent 
men and women with full rights of 

“Enough is Enough!”
By Dr. James Zogby

citizenship as enumerated under the 
Constitution. Arab Americans are 
part of the great melting pot that 
is this country’s strength. We work 
towards peace in the Middle East 
alongside our Jewish partners. We 
raise our sons and daughters to be 
model citizens of this nation. We 
serve this country with honor. The 
suggestion that any ethnic group 
is treacherous and Anti-American 
is unacceptable, dangerous, and 
unbecoming of such a great 
nation.”
Enough is enough.
   Founded in 1985, the Arab 
American Institute (AAI) is a 
nonprofit organization committed to 
the civic and political empowerment 
of Americans of Arab descent.  
AAI provides policy, research and 
public affairs services to support 
a broad range of community 

activities. For more information 
on AAI, please visit www.
aaiusa.org or call 202-429-9210. 
   Yalla Vote, an initiative of the 
Arab American Institute, strives 
to empower and engage Arab 
Americans in the political process 
at all levels, grass roots to grass top.  
This year, the Yalla Vote campaign, 
“Our Voice. Our Future. Yalla Vote 
‘08”, is organizing Arab Americans 
across the country to vote for the 
candidates they feel will work to 
resolve the issues of concern to 
our community, as outlined by the 
National Declaration. Throughout 
this campaign cycle, Yalla Vote ‘08 
initiatives will train Arab Americans 
to get out the vote, mobilize Arab 
Americans to vote, and provide 
forums for Arab Americans to speak 
to candid. 

   Dr. James Zogby is president of 
the Arab American Institute.

See page 7

PORT CHESTER, NY -- The Port 
Chester Council for the Arts, Inc. 
presents a benefit concert with 
Port Chester native and award-
winning classical guitarist Stephen 
Robinson, October 24, at 8 PM, at 
the Crawford Park Mansion, Rye 
Brook. Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$15 for seniors and students, cash 
or check only. Refreshments will be 
available for purchase. Tickets can 
be reserved by calling the Council 
office at 914-939-3183.
   The Crawford Park Mansion is 
located off of Ridge Street in Rye 
Brook, NY.
   The New York Times has praised 
Stephen Robinson for his “effortless 
virtuosity” and his seven CDs 
have been critically-acclaimed by 
Classical Guitar magazine, Guitar 
Review and American Record 
Guide, among others. The late 
renowned guitarist Andrés Segovia 
described him as a “magnificent 
guitarist, one of the most brilliant 
guitarists of our times.” 
   Dr. Robinson is a Port Chester High 
School graduate and a Professor 
of Music at Stetson University in 
Florida, where he is the founding 
director of the Guitar Program. He 
began his guitar studies with Bruce 
Holzman at Florida State University 
and continued graduate studies at 
Yale School of Music. He received 
Florida State’s first Doctor of Music 
in Guitar Performance. 
   Stephen Robinson tours 
extensively as a recitalist, chamber 
musician and orchestral soloist. Of 
a recent performance, Soundboard 
said, “Anyone who has not heard 
Robinson play is missing one 
of America’s great guitarists, a 
performer of brilliance, elegance and 
lyricism.” He has appeared as a guest 
soloist with orchestras including 
the Boston Pops Orchestras and the 
Cincinnati Symphony and performs 
recitals and master classes at 

Guitarist Stephen Robinson Featured 
at the Port Chester  

Council for the Arts Benefit

Award-winning classical guitarist and Port Chester 
native Stephen Robinson headlines a benefit concert for 
the Port Chester Council for the Arts on October 24 at 

Crawford Mansion.

leading musical 
i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and festivals 
worldwide.
   Dr. Robinson 
has received 
top prizes at 
five major 
in ternat ional 
m u s i c 
competitions, 
including the 
XXIII Concours 
Internat ional 
de Guitare in 
Paris and the 
VI Concurso 
Internacional 
de Guitarra in 
Venezeula. 
   His most 
recent recording 
is entitled 
D é c o u p a g e , 
and features 
special guest 
Boyd Jones, 
h a r p s i c h o r d 
and organ.  In 
works spanning 
nearly three 
c e n t u r i e s , 
R o b i n s o n 
showcases the 
talents of new 
composers and giants of the old 
guard including Máximo Diego 
Pujol, J.S. Bach, Pierre Tremblay 
and Luigi Boccherini, among 
others. He exposes the multi-
faceted and cosmopolitan layers 
of the expanding guitar repertoire, 
combining recent jewels with 
timeless standards. 
   The Port Chester Council for the 
Arts (PCCFA) was founded in 1981 
and has mounted over 100 theatre 
productions which have featured 
over 2,000 adults and children. 
The PCCFA also runs educational 
arts-based programs including the 

Connections after-school program 
and an artist-in-residence program 
for grades K-5 in conjunction with 
the Port Chester elementary schools. 
On April 16, 2009, it will present 
the second annual National Arts in 
the School Day, a program founded 
by the PCCFA to give thousands of 
children the opportunity to learn 
about and be personally inspired by 
the creative arts—at school.

http://www.lewisandkirkmusic.com
http://www.artsactionfund.org/pdf/press/McCain_Obama_record_final.pdf
http://www.artsactionfund.org/pdf/press/McCain_Obama_record_final.pdf
http://www.artsactionfund.org/pdf/press/McCain_Obama_record_final.pdf
http://www.aaiusa.org/page/m/69daaea2da14f55f/09Uf3E/VEsH/
http://www.aaiusa.org/
http://www.aaiusa.org/
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By Lisa Fine 

   Nature and environmental 
education is certainly on tap for this 
weekend – with a focus on family 
fun while promoting an appreciation 
for our natural environment and 
surroundings.  
   On Saturday October 18, you can 
enjoy nature and celebrate autumn at 
Teatown Lake Reservation’s annual 
Fall Festival in Ossining, from 
10am to 4pm. This event is always 
a family favorite because there 
is so much for the kids to do – all 
day long. With the “FunPass”, they 
can carve a pumpkin (the Teatown 
way), dress a scarecrow, and take a 
scenic ride on the hayride. They can 
also visit the hands-on Discovery 
Zone, participate in the Un-Nature 
Trail and Scavenger Hunt and even 
create Eco-nature crafts. (By the 
way, eco-crafts are inspired and 
made from mainly all recycled and 
natural materials.) The kids can 
then see the birds of prey, take a 
raptor walk, visit with Muscoot’s 
farm animals, learn archery and ride 

the Zipline down the hill. And of 
course, Teatown will also have live 
entertainment featuring the music 
of David Rinaldi & the Fireflies, the 
Andy Myers Group and Music by 
Mommies. You can do all this, and 
much more, while learning about 
nature during the autumn season! 
Teatown Lake Reservation is non-
profit 834 acre nature preserve and 
education center located at 1600 
Spring Valley Road in Ossining. 
(For the festival, park at IBM on 
Route 134 and take the shuttle.) 
Info: 914-762-2912; www.teatown.
org.   
   On Sunday, continue to enjoy 
the colors of fall and have another 
fun afternoon outdoors with the 
Saw Mill River Audubon Society 
at the 3rd Annual Pruyn Sanctuary 
Celebration from 1:30pm-5pm. 
This free event will include garden 
and arboretum tours, guided walks, 
geocaching (treasuring hunting), 
and a scavenger hunt for kids. 
Naturalist Bruce Lowder will be 

there with his entourage of lizards, 
snakes, turtles, and a baby alligator, 
and you can learn how these reptiles 
have adapted to survive in their 
respective habitats. (The raindate 
is Sunday October 26.) The Pruyn 
Sanctuary is 92 acres with over 3 
miles of woodland hiking trails at 
275 Millwood Road (Route 133) 
in Chappaqua. This property is the 
chapter headquarters of the Saw 
Mill River Audubon which owns 
seven other separate sanctuaries 
throughout Westchester, protecting 
over 300 acres in our county. All of 
the sanctuaries are free and open 
to the public for hiking, birding or 
just simply enjoying the beauty of 
the day. Info: 914-666-6503; www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website.

Affinity Health Plan Opens in the  
Yonkers Downtown/Waterfront B.I.D.

Steve Sansone, center, Executive Director of the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront Business Improvement District, 
displays plaque presented to officials of Affinity Health Plan during ribbon cutting for Affinity’s new and 

expanded offices in Yonkers at 10 Palisades Avenue. Left to right are: Abenaa Abboa-Offei, Senior Vice President 
and Kel Ritter, Vice President, Marketing and Sales, Affinity Health Plan and Yonkers Councilwoman Patricia 

McDow and member of the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront BID.   

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Robeks 
Corporation, a national franchisor 
of premium juice, fruit smoothies 
and healthy snacks, is expanding its 
east coast presence with the opening 
of its first Westchester County 
franchise in the Wykagyl section 
of New Rochelle.  The company is 
headquartered in Manhattan Beach, 
CA.
   Martine J. Cadet and Valerie Cadet 
Simpkins will open a Robeks Juice 
and smoothies store on or about 
November 1, at 77 Quaker Ridge 
Rd. in the North Ridge Shopping 
Center, a popular retail center 
anchored by Harmon Discount 
Health & Beauty Supply.
    “My sister and I have held a 
lifelong dream to be business 
owners. Our parents, physicians and 
Haitian immigrants to the United 
States, raised us to embrace the 
values that supported achievement 
and contribution to others. Valerie 
and I zeroed in on Robeks because 
the company shares our values for 
healthy lifestyles and service to 
consumers and the community,” 
said Martine Cadet, CEO.
   Martine Cadet is a resident of 
Mt. Vernon.  She is a marketing 
executive with Microsoft.  Valerie 
Cadet Simpkins is director of 
human resources and community 
service and is an English teacher 
and assistant principal at the Bronx 
Preparatory Charter School. She 

Robeks Franchise to 
Open in New Rochelle

lives in New Rochelle with her 
husband and two infants. The sisters 
were raised in Ardsley where their 
parents still reside.
   In the spirit of the presidential 
election Robeks Wykagyl is 
sponsoring its own online election 
campaign: “Vote for Your Favorite 
Smoothie” at (http://www.
robekswykagyl.com), as well at 
local participating merchants. 
Each of the major party candidates 
are depicted in a graphic design 
as caricatures sipping smoothies. 
Voters of all ages can cast their 
votes online for either the “Acai 
Energizer Smoothie,” being sipped 
by Barack Obama.  It is made from 
raspberries, bananas, raspberry 
sherbet, apple juice, non-fat yogurt 
and Acai berries (pronounced 
a-sigh-ee), which are recognized 
for their effectiveness in boosting 
energy levels and improving 
clarity and focus.  John McCain is 
shown sipping the “Infinite Orange 
Smoothie,” a traditional mixture 
of squeezed fresh orange juice, 
strawberries, bananas, and non-
fat yogurt. Each vote cast will be 
entered into a random drawing to 
win a free smoothies party as well 
as raffles taking place during the 
Grand Opening Weekend. Results 
will be announced on or about 
Election Day, November 4th.

 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Candidates for various offices 
representing New Rochelle were 
invited to AARP 
Chapter 30’s 
Annual Forum 
on October 9.  
However, only 
a few candidates 
attended, others 
said they would 
be observing the 
religious tenets 
with respect 
to the Day of Atonement.  Before 
the forum candidates for State 
Assembly District 91, incumbent 
Assemblyman George Latimer and 
his challenger, Rob Biagi, circulated 
throughout the room greeting the 
crowd of about l00 people.  The 
other two candidates who showed 
up, Liz Feld, candidate for the 35th 
State Senate District, and Anthony 
Pilla, candidate for the 88th State 
Assembly District,  also walked 
around the room and spoke to the 
seniors present.  The two assembly 
candidates for the 91st District 
formally addressed the group first.
   Liz Feld who is presently the 
Mayor of Larchmont told the 
AARP audience that previously 
her “mom was on the school 
board and her father was the 
mayor” in Larchmont.  Describing 
Westchester positively, she said it 
“has everything anyone can ask 
for,”  but added, “Westchester 
County pays the highest taxes” of 
any area in the state and “we don’t 
get our fair share of money from 
Albany.”  She claimed the “biggest 
cost” was school taxes.  Stating the 
financial straits people are in now 
having to pay taxes, gas and other 
expenses, she stated, “We need 
bipartisan cooperation” to get out 
of this mess” and “we need a tax 
cap.”   Her opponent, Senator Susie 
Oppenheimer, had informed the 

AARP Chapter 30  
Holds Annual  

Candidates Forum
By Peggy Godfrey

President of the AARP chapter, 
Jack Scarangella, that she would 
not attend the forum because she 

was observing 
the Day of 
Atonement.
   Anthony Pilla, 
who is running 
for Assembly 
D i s t r i c t 
88, stated that 
he was born in 
New Rochelle 
and that he has 

seen quite a bit of change in this 
city.  He is “appalled” at what 
has happened here and at how the 
officials “have let New Rochelle, 
Queen City of the Sound, become 
what it’s become.”  He stated when 
politicians don’t care, people move 
out.  In his opinion “speaking up” 
as a resident on what is going 
on, matters.  Candidates who were 
picked to get in, “got in.”  
   His opponent, incumbent 
Assemblymember Amy Paulin, did 
not attend the forum, also observing 
the Day of Atonement.

NEW YORK, NY -- New Yorkers 
for Growth, a political action 
committee dedicated to fiscal 
respons ib i l i ty 
and economic 
growth, today 
announced its 
endorsement of 
Rob Biagi for 
State Assembly 
in the 91st 
District which 
includes part 
of Westchester 
C o u n t y . 
   Carla Kerr, a 
founding director 
of New Yorkers 
for Growth, said, “It was a very easy 
decision for us to endorse Rob given 
the central theme of his campaign - 
reducing property taxes.  We’re also 
impressed that he has embraced the 
right approach, supporting a cap 
on local school taxes and opposing 
unfunded mandates on school 
districts and local governments.” 
   Mr. Biagi said, “I am proud to have 
the endorsement of New Yorkers for 
Growth, which has become a strong 
advocate for fiscal responsibility 
and property tax relief.  As an 
Assemblyman, I will join them in 
the fight against excessive spending 
to appease Albany special interests, 
and advocate for policies that best 

New Yorkers for Growth 
Endorse Biagi

serve the interest of taxpayers.” 
   Rob Biagi graduated from SUNY 
Oswego in 1994 and earned his 

law degree 
from Brooklyn 
Law School in 
1997.  From his 
graduation until 
2000, Rob worked 
as an Assistant 
District Attorney 
for the Bronx 
DA’s office, 
prosecuting all 
manners of felony 
and misdemeanor 
crimes, spending 
his last year 

in that office in the Narcotics 
Division.  In 2001, Rob joined the 
law firm of Ohrenstein and Brown 
and is currently an attorney with 
The Hartford Insurance Company.   
   New Yorkers for Growth is 
a political action committee, 
registered with the New York 
State Board of Elections, to 
make financial contributions to 
candidates who are truly committed 
to reform and fiscal responsibility.   

For further information 
about the PAC, visit www.
newyorkersforgrowth.com.
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 515 BROADWAY    DOBBS FERRY 10522 

  Holocaust    Remembrance    Program: 

SAVING   A   LIFE: 70 Years Later 

 

NOVEMBER 9  – NOVEMBER 14, 2008  between 9:30 -11:30  A.M.  

  

With cooperation of Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center Speakers Bureau, 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center and Rabbi Barry Kenter,  

the following survivors will speak to student groups and the community-at-large. 

(* =recommended for high school) 

 

! NOV 9 - SYLVIE LEDNICER born in Belgium, hidden by a Catholic family, 

returned to her grandmother after the war and came to the U.S. 

! NOV 12 - BETTINA GRAF born in Austria, experienced Kristallnacht in 1938,    

the “blitz” in London, and a torpedoed ship to the U.S. 

! NOV 13 - BETTY KNOOP * deported from Holland to Bergen-Belsen via the Dutch 

transit camp Westerbork (same camp as Anne Frank); established a new life after 

liberation by Soviets. 

! NOV 14 – ED LESSING * hid with his whole family 1942-45; joined resistance 

NOV 10 at 7:30 PM Interfaith Kristallnacht Remembrance Program, co-sponsored by 

Woodlands, featuring HELGA LUDEN, a German-born survivor who was hidden as a child 

in a convent in France.  She came to the U.S. from the Dominican Republic in 1946 and 

has been honored as a Woman of Valor. 

 

Admission is free, but reservat ions for groups are required by 

NOV. 3rd.         

           Plan for a two hour visit to include exhibit and speakers.   

Contact HELENE ALALOUF at 917-941-7577 or 
HAlalouf@aol.com 

The Good Life  
  Just Got Better.

Altheus Health & Sport  2 Clinton Avenue  Rye, New York 10580  914.921.3044  www.altheus.net

Westchester_HalfPage2_Right.indd   1 8/8/08   9:13:16 AM

MAMARONECK, NY -- Voters in 
the Sound Shore’s 91st Assembly 
District can see the two candidates 
side-by-side face off at a one hour 
debate on line. Recorded at the 
Gannett Editorial Boad interview, 
Assemblyman George Latimer(D-
I-WF) and challenger Rob Biagi 
(R-C), trade comments and 
answers in their recent debate. 
   The interview can be 
accessed on-line at www.
lohud.com/EditorialSpotl ight 
clicking “On Demand” and 
selecting the 91st A.D. video. 
   Assemblyman Latimer noted this 
was the fourth joint appearance 
between the two, with four more 
planned before Election Day, 
including two to be broadcast on 
local cable TV, and one on radio 
station WVOX 1460-AM. “Some 
incumbents prefer to duck debates 
- or limit head to head dialogue,” 
Latimer said. “But not me. I have 
a strong story to tell, and I’m not 
afraid to share it head-to-head. 
Rob is a former prosecutor, and 

Latimer-Biagi Conduct  
Virtual Face- Off

is in court as a lawyer frequently 
- but my background in business 
and local government makes 
me every bit ready to talk facts, 
finances and common sense - with 
specific detail - before the public”. 
   The two have appeared before 
the New Rochelle Reform Club, 
the New Rochelle AARP and on 
News12 Westchester so far. The 
district includes a portion of New 
Rochelle - where Biagi resides - 
and all of Larchmont, Mamaroneck, 
Rye, Port Chester and Rye Brook. 
   “It is important to talk about 

flooding and commuter issues, 
and the specifics of what must be 
done. It is important to focus on 
all local issues such as King Street 
in Rye Brook and Port Chester, 
the future of I-287 and how that 
may impact Rye, Port Chester and 
Rye Brook. The clean up of L.I. 
Sound, and the impact on sewer 
treatment plants, including those in 
Mamaroneck, Rye and Port Chester, 
are important. Sound barriers along 
the Thruway are important. It is 
critical to talk about Larchmont 
school children and how we fund 
their education”, Latimer noted. 
   “This election is not a referendum 
on the local issues in just one 
community, as my opponent may 
think. Nor is it a referendum on Shelly 
Silver, Joe Bruno or anyone else.” 
   “It is simply this: who can do 
a better job for the people of the 
Sound Shore for the next two years. 
I’m confident I win that debate 
every time,” Latimer concluded.

old, and I have the scars to prove it. 
If I’m elected President, I will fight 
to take America in a new direction 
from my first day in office until my 
last. I’m not afraid of the fight, I’m 
ready for it.
I’m not going to spend $700 billion 
dollars of your money just bailing 
out the Wall Street bankers and 
brokers who got us into this mess. 
I’m going to make sure we take care 
of the people who were devastated 
by the excesses of Wall Street and 
Washington. I’m going to spend a 
lot of that money to bring relief to 
you, and I’m not going to wait sixty 
days to start doing it.
   “I have a plan to protect the value 
of your home and get it rising again 
by buying up bad mortgages and 
refinancing them so if your neighbor 
defaults he doesn’t bring down the 
value of your house with him. 
   “I have a plan to let retirees and 
people nearing retirement keep 
their money in their retirement 
accounts longer so they can rebuild 
their savings. 
   “I have a plan to rebuild the 
retirement savings of every worker. 
   “I have a plan to hold the line on 
taxes and cut them to make America 
more competitive and create jobs 
here at home. 
   “Raising taxes makes a bad 
economy much worse. Keeping 
taxes low creates jobs, keeps money 
in your hands and strengthens our 
economy. 
   “The explosion of government 
spending over the last eight years 
has put us deeper in debt to foreign 
countries that don’t have our best 
interests at heart. It weakened the 
dollar and made everything you buy 
more expensive. 
   “If I’m elected President, I won’t 
spend nearly a trillion dollars more 
of your money, on top of the $700 
billion we just gave the Treasury 
Secretary, as Senator Obama 
proposes. Because he can’t do 
that without raising your taxes or 
digging us further into debt. I’m 
going to make government live on 
a budget just like you do. 
   “I will freeze government 
spending on all but the most 
important programs like defense, 
veterans care, Social Security and 
health care until we scrub every 
single government program and get 
rid of the ones that aren’t working 
for the American people. And I will 
veto every single pork barrel bill 
Congresses passes. 
   “If I’m elected President, I won’t 
fine small businesses and families 
with children, as Senator Obama 
proposes, to force them into a new 
huge government run health care 
program, while I keep the cost of the 
fine a secret until I hit you with it. 
I will bring down the skyrocketing 
cost of health care with competition 
and choice to lower your premiums, 
and make it more available to more 
Americans. I’ll make sure you can 
keep the same health plan if you 
change jobs or leave a job to stay 
home. 

John McCain on the Campaign Trail in 
Virginia Beach on October 13, 2008

   “I will provide every single 
American family with a $5000 
refundable tax credit to help them 
purchase insurance. Workers who 
already have health care insurance 
from their employers will keep 
it and have more money to cover 
costs. Workers who don’t have 
health insurance can use it to find 
a policy anywhere in this country to 
meet their basic needs. 
   “If I’m elected President, I won’t 
raise taxes on small businesses, as 
Senator Obama proposes, and force 
them to cut jobs. I will keep small 
business taxes where they are, help 
them keep their costs low, and let 
them spend their earnings to create 
more jobs.
If I’m elected President, I won’t 
make it harder to sell our goods 
overseas and kill more jobs as 
Senator Obama proposes. I will 
open new markets to goods made in 
America and make sure our trade is 
free and fair. And I’ll make sure we 
help workers who’ve lost a job that 
won’t come back find a new one 
that won’t go away. 
   “The last President to raise taxes 
and restrict trade in a bad economy 
as Senator Obama proposes was 
Herbert Hoover. That didn’t turn 
out too well. They say those who 
don’t learn the lessons of history are 
doomed to repeat them. Well, my 
friends, I know my history lessons, 
and I sure won’t make the mistakes 
Senator Obama will. 
   “If I’m elected President, we’re 
going to stop sending $700 billion 
to countries that don’t like us 
very much. I won’t argue to delay 
drilling for more oil and gas and 
building new nuclear power plants 
in America, as Senator Obama 
does. We will start new drilling 
now. We will invest in all energy 
alternatives -- nuclear, wind, solar, 
and tide. We will encourage the 
manufacture of hybrid, flex fuel 
and electric automobiles. We will 
invest in clean coal technology. We 
will lower the cost of energy within 
months, and we will create millions 
of new jobs. 
   “Let me give you the state of the 
race today. We have 22 days to go. 
We’re 6 points down. The national 
media has written us off. Senator 
Obama is measuring the drapes, 
and planning with Speaker Pelosi 
and Senator Reid to raise taxes, 
increase spending, take away your 
right to vote by secret ballot in 
labor elections, and concede defeat 
in Iraq. But they forgot to let you 
decide. My friends, we’ve got them 
just where we want them. 
   “What America needs in this hour 
is a fighter; someone who puts all 
his cards on the table and trusts the 
judgment of the American people. I 
come from a long line of McCains 
who believed that to love America 
is to fight for her. I have fought for 
you most of my life. There are other 
ways to love this country, but I’ve 
never been the kind to do it from the 
sidelines. 
   “I know you’re worried. America 

is a great country, but we are at 
a moment of national crisis that 
will determine our future. Will 
we continue to lead the world’s 
economies or will we be overtaken? 
Will the world become safer or more 
dangerous? Will our military remain 
the strongest in the world? Will our 
children and grandchildren’s future 
be brighter than ours? 
   “My answer to you is yes. Yes, we 
will lead. Yes, we will prosper. Yes, 
we will be safer. Yes, we will pass 
on to our children a stronger, better 
country. But we must be prepared 
to act swiftly, boldly, with courage 
and wisdom. 
   “I know what fear feels like. It’s 
a thief in the night who robs your 
strength.
   “I know what hopelessness feels 
like. It’s an enemy who defeats 
your will. 
  “I felt those things once before. I 
will never let them in again. I’m an 
American. And I choose to fight. 
   “Don’t give up hope. Be strong. 
Have courage. And fight. 
   “Fight for a new direction for our 
country. 
   “Fight for what’s right for 
America.
   “Fight to clean up the mess 
of corruption, infighting and 
selfishness in Washington. 
   “Fight to get our economy out of 
the ditch and back in the lead.
   “Fight for the ideals and character 
of a free people. 
   “Fight for our children’s future. 
   “Fight for justice and opportunity 
for all. 
   “Stand up to defend our country 
from its enemies. 
   “Stand up, stand up, stand up and 
fight. America is worth fighting 
for. Nothing is inevitable here. We 
never give up. We never quit. We 
never hide from history. We make 
history. 
   “Now, let’s go win this election and 
get this country moving again.” 

YONKERS, NY -- The 2nd Annual 
Harvest Wine Tasting to benefit 
CLUSTER Community Services 
will honor St. Faith’s House 
Foundation with its Community 
Spirit Award featuring an extensive 
silent auction on Wednesday, 
October 22, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at Estherwood Mansion in Dobbs 
Ferry.  
   Caryn Campbell, event committee 
chairperson stated that “guests may 
bid on Yankee tickets and sports 
memorabilia, spa visits, restaurant 
gift certificates, and a catered 
dinner for four by Jeffrey Vadens, 

CLUSTER to Honor St. Faith’s 
Foundation at Harvest Wine Tasting 

a finalist in the Food Network’s 
“Next Top Chef”, and much more”.  
The Harvest Tasting will feature 
wines from Prospero Winery in 
Pleasantville, NY.   
   St. Faith’s House Foundation 
has supported CLUSTER’s After-
School Programs and Summer 
Day Camp for more than 20 years.  
“Their commitment and generosity 
have helped CLUSTER to provide 
much needed services to children 
and families in Southwest Yonkers.  
We are so proud and fortunate 
to have the ongoing support of 
St. Faith’s,” stated Toni Volchok, 

Executive Director of CLUSTER.  
   Tickets for the Harvest Wine 
Tasting are $125.  Proceeds will 
benefit CLUSTER programs.  

For more information, direct 
email to Diana Campos, Director 

of Development, CLUSTER 
Community Services at

 dcampos@clusterinc.org, 
or call 

914-963-6440 
ext. 220. 

NEW YORK, NY -- On Sunday, 
October 26th, Tabla will kick off its 
10 year anniversary with a special 
Diwali feast. The celebration 
includes a multi-course dinner 
prepared by Chef Floyd Cardoz, 
served family style according to 
Diwali tradition. 
   Diwali, a much-loved South 
Asian holiday, is also referred to as 
the festival of lights. At the heart of 
this celebration is a reaffirmation 
of hope, a renewed commitment 
to friendship and goodwill, and a 
successful harvest. Traditionally 
fêted over five days, and marked by 
lights, fireworks, and the exchange 
of sweets, Diwali is especially 
beloved among children. 
   Executive chef Floyd Cardoz takes 
his signature New Indian approach 
to the traditional Diwali meal, with 
goat served four ways, among other 

Tabla’s 10th Anniversary Celebrated  
with Diwali Feast

specialties. As is customary with the 
holiday, Tabla will hand out boxes 
of Indian sweets as parting gifts.  
   The evening will commence 
at 6 PM with cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres followed by a family 
style dinner at 6:45 PM. The price 

per person is $89 plus tax and 20% 
service charge. Seating for children 
12 years and under is $50. For 
reservations, please call 212-889-
0667.  
   As part of our 10 Year 
Anniversary celebration, in 2009 

Tabla will hold a special dinner 
benefiting Pratham, India’s largest 
non-profit organization focused 
on childhood education. Some of 
New York’s leading chefs - Dan 
Barber, David Chang, Marcus 
Samuelsson, Michael Romano and 
Floyd Cardoz - will donate their 
time and resources to prepare an 
unforgettable meal. The dinner will 
take place on Monday, February 
9th, at Tabla. 
   A pioneer of New Indian cuisine, 
Chef Floyd Cardoz opened Tabla 
in November, 1998 to celebrate the 
wonderful spices and flavors of his 
native India. Tabla is located at 11 
Madison Avenue at 25th Street. 
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excluded mention of the homeless 
population?
   The public has been defrauded by 
not being fully advised of WestHab 
Inc.’s intentions and defrauded 
by not abiding by the promise by 
the Greenburgh Town Board not 
to again build residences for the 
homeless population.  The process 
moved along tenets that seemingly 
complied with the approval 
process except for the fact that the 
proposal was deficient in divulging 
all the facts and intentions of the 
developer. The Greenburgh Town 
Board, throughout the process 
has never divulged the homeless 
population that WestHab, Inc. 
planned to accommodate in the 
proposed residence. When did the 
Greenburgh Town Board know 

WestHab Housing Project a Fraud 
upon Fulton Park Neighborhood and 

the Town of Greenburgh

all the facts? Why have the public 
been kept in the dark? Will the 
Greenburgh Town Board ever make 
the facts public? 
   In a letter dated May 1, 2008, 
Westchester County Executive 
Andy Spano wrote, “Westchester 
has no intention of putting a 
homeless shelter or anything else on 
the spot. The property is privately 
owned…. We closed that shelter in 
2006. What happens next is up to 
Mr. Feiner and your Town Board.”
   The Greenburgh Town Council 
will conclude the 30 day public 
comment period in compliance with 
the New York State Environmental 
Quality Review Regulations 
(SEQR) on November 2, 2008. 
   The Greenburgh Town Board 
cannot be trusted to divulge the 

facts and intentions of WestHab, 
Inc. Further, there seems to be no 
remedy to this travesty. The Fulton 
Park residents will be told, “too 
bad, just suck it up!” 
   Shame on Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor Paul Feiner, the 
Greenburgh Town Board, WestHab, 
Inc., and their legal counsel for 
dismissing the public, forcing a 
new imprint upon a community that 
should not be approved, and for 
authorizing an application which 
has not been totally factual and 
true to its full intentions. The entire 
process has been a fraud. The fact 
that there is no avenue for remedy to 
this travesty reveals the audacious 
and outrageous manipulation of a 
process full of loopholes.

or homes we all buy things we 
regret. With the possibility of 
recession and even depression 
looming large, impulsive spending 
can be more than just annoying. 
It can be downright fatal to our 
financial health. So why do we do 
it and what can we do to prevent it? 
   Impulsive spending starts with 
the pumping of an excitable 
brain chemical called dopamine. 
Dopamine can be a lot of fun. It’s 
what makes you feel giddy when 
you see something you want like 
a pair of shoes, a promotion, or 
an attractive mate. It pours into 
your brain’s frontal lobe--the part 
you use for rational thinking--
and focuses all your thoughts and 
emotions on obtaining that thing. 
   But when the object of your 
desire plays hard to get, dopamine 
doesn’t throw in the towel. It 
kicks into overdrive. Dopamine’s 
dark side can inspire you--against 
friendly advice and your own better 
judgment--to dial up your ex-
mate a few too many times or buy 
something you wish you hadn’t. 
When your rational brain should tell 
you to save your money or to put the 
phone down, it is silently drowning 
in a sea of dopamine. That’s 
when impulse overpowers reason. 
Here are a few tips to 
harness your impulses: 
   1. Dream a Good Dream - 
Dopamine can be a gift. It keeps 
you striving to obtain what you 
want until you get it. It’s only 
hazardous when you focus on 
obtaining the wrong things. Instead 
of imagining how exciting it would 
be to have those new shoes, imagine 
the excitement of finally being 
debt-free. And really imagine it. 
Literally, day-dream about sleeping 
peacefully without the worries 

Why Bad Spending Happens to Good People

of debt burdening you. Imagine 
quitting that job you hate, or getting 
your kids into that great class that’s 
just a little beyond your reach. The 
clearer that dream becomes in your 
head, the more it will edge out your 
impulse to buy shoes, clothes, or 
furniture that you don’t really need. 
   2.  Steer Clear of Test Drives - 
Have you ever thought about why 
car dealers want you to test-drive? 
Customer test drives take up more 
of the sales person’s time. They add 
miles to the car. They burn gas that 
dealers will then have to replace on 
their own dime. They risk damaging 
a car that would otherwise be 
safe sitting empty in the lot. Still, 
dealers would love for you to take 
the car for a spin. If you are cruising 
down the road in that car, adjusting 
the temperature, switching on your 
favorite radio station and yelling at 
illusory kids in the backseat, you are 
going to have a much clearer vision 
of what it will be like to really own 
that car. And guess what that means? 
   Suddenly, your dream of being 
debt-free is curbed by the very real 
dream of driving home that new car. 
Now, a surge of dopamine is on the 
job to help you make the new car 
dream come true. The same holds 
true for trying on a new pair of 
shoes, free mini-makeovers at the 
mall, or food samples at the grocery 
store. Despite your best intentions 
only to take a quick jaunt around 
the store, dopamine has other ideas 
the moment you slip those beauties 
on your feet. And you don’t want 
to challenge dopamine to a battle 
of wills. It can and will disarm 
your rational thought processes. 
   3.  Covet Your Own Goods 
- When it comes to impulsive 
spending, idle desires are truly the 
devil’s workshop. Well-intending 

commandments that tell us what 
not to covet fail to address what to 
covet. That’s dangerous because 
you can’t simply turn off desire. 
Since we are all suckers for new 
things our desires will naturally 
wander toward something new 
and visible like thy neighbor’s car, 
clothes or house. Once you start 
coveting, dopamine returns to the 
scene until you get what you desire-
-often despite your best interests. 
   But with practice, you can guide 
your desire. I’ll bet that you sort 
of like your family. You probably 
already own a favorite outfit, and 
your health is not too shabby. In 
other words, you already possess 
a lot of goods worth coveting. 
Remind yourself daily what they 
are. Every morning, scribble down 
a few covetable possessions on 
a piece of scratch paper and read 
it a few times throughout the day. 
Do this every day. Eventually, 
focusing on the goods you have 
will become a steady habit slowly 
eroding the impulse to spend. 
   Be confident in the well-documented 
fact that the one desire even more 
enduring than our common want 
for new things is our universal drive 
not to lose what we already have. 
   Nick Tasler is the director 
of research and development 
for think tank and consultancy 
TalentSmart®. His new book, “The 
Impulse Factor: Why Some of Us 
Play It Safe and Others Risk It All,” 
reveals how a newly discovered 
gene mutation affects our individual 
levels of impulsivity and discusses 
the advantages and pitfalls of 
impulsive, risky behavior.  “The 
Impulse Factor” is published by 
Simon & Schuster.

ALBANY, NY -- Over the next 
four years, New York State will 
see expenses rise faster than 
revenues while facing mounting 
pressure from ever higher debt 
service obligations, according 
to a report issued today by State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli.  
   DiNapoli released his findings 
in the Comptroller’s annual report 
on the Financial Condition of 
New York State. The report notes 
that total state spending rose to 
$116.1 billion in State Fiscal Year 
(SFY2007-08, an increase of 19.3 
percent since SFY 2003-04, and at a 
rate well above the rate of inflation 
(13.3 percent). Even before the 
recent extraordinary events in the 
financial markets took place, state 
revenue collections were projected 
to increase at only half the rate that 
spending was projected to grow.  
   “I’ve been saying for a long 
time we have to fix New York’s 
finances,” DiNapoli said. “We 
need to be smarter about spending. 
The downturn in the economy 
has elevated the problems and 
limited our options. We need 
to address the state’s growing 
budget problems and tighten our 
belts.  In difficult financial times, 
an informed public becomes 

DiNapoli’s Report Details State 
Financial Challenges  

Annual Report on State’s Finances Details Budget Imbalances, 
Higher Spending and Rising Debt

even more imperative.  Everyone 
should understand how their 
tax dollars are being spent.”  
   State-funded debt is expected to 
increase to almost $67.6 billion 
by the end of SFY 2012-2013 
from $52.4 billion at the end 
of SFY 2007-2008. As a result, 
state-funded annual debt service 
costs will grow to an estimated 
$7.6 billion from the current $4.8 
billion, making debt service one of 
the fastest growing budget areas.    
Among the report’s other 
findings: 
• New York’s spending in 2008 was 
$6,014 per person. 
• State spending has been partially 
paid for by borrowing $11.3 billion 
since 2004, including $2.3 billion 
in 2008. 
• For the 2006-07 school year, New 
York had the second highest per 
pupil expenditures of all states, 
estimated to be $14,206 in the 
public elementary and secondary 
system. 
• In 2007, New York’s combined 
state and local tax revenues per 
$1,000 of personal income were 
33.9 percent above the national 
average. 
• Local property tax levies grew by 
67 percent from 1997 to 2007, more 

than twice the rate of inflation.
   The report contains a breakdown 
of spending in all major categories, 
such as public health, transportation, 
public safety and the environment. 
An overview of spending for capital 
projects and public authorities 
is also provided, along with 
economic and demographic trends.  
   The annual report of the 
Financial Condition of New York 
State provides the public with an 
overview of the fiscal situation of 
the state. DiNapoli also released the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report for SFY 2007-08 that 
contains a detailed and audited 
breakdown of state finances. For 
19 consecutive years, the Office 
of the State Comptroller has been 
recognized by the Government 
Finance Officers Association 
and awarded the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reported. 
   Click here for a copy of the 
Financial Condition of New 
York State for SFY 2007-08 or 
visit: http://www.osc.state.ny.us/
f inance / f in repor t s / f c r08 .pd f  
   For the Comprehensive annual 
Financial Report for SFY 2007-08 
or visit: http://www.osc.state.ny.us/
finance/finreports/cafr08.pdf

ARDSLEY, NY –The topic at the 
tax forum, living in place, livable 
communities, starting a village are 
all complex. Come armed with 
questions on Monday, October 20, 
2008, at 10:30 am to the Town of 
Greenburgh’s Multipurpose Center, 

Tax Forum
at 12 Olympic Lane, in Ardsley for 
answers. 
   The guest speakers are the 
honorable Paul Feiner, Supervisor 
of the Town of Greenburgh, the 
honorable Thomas Abinanti, 
Westchester County Board 

Legislator, and the honorable Lois 
Bronz, Westchester County Board 
Legislator. 
   For additional information call 
(914) 761-0600, ext. 776.

WASHINGTON, D.C. --  The 
Internal Revenue Service has 
acknowledged the certifications by 
manufacturers that certain advanced 
lean-burn technology vehicles 
qualify for the alternative motor 
vehicle tax credit in document IR-
2008-113, Oct. 6, 2008.
   Before, only hybrid vehicles, fuel 
cell vehicles and alternative fuel 
vehicles had been certified, 
but now certain advanced 
lean-burn technology 
vehicles, which generally 
run on diesel fuel have 
been certified. These 
vehicles are passenger 
cars or light trucks with 
an internal combustion 
engine designed to 
operate primarily using 
more air than is necessary 
for complete combustion 
of the fuel. The vehicles 
also must incorporate 
direct fuel injection 
technology and achieve 
at least 125 percent of the 
2002 model year city fuel 
economy rating.  
   Available credit amounts may vary 
and include a base credit amount 
based on fuel economy compared 
to the 2002 model year city fuel 
economy rating and an additional 
amount based on the vehicle’s 
lifetime fuel savings. For a taxpayer 
to claim the credit, the original use 
of the vehicle must begin with the 
taxpayer and the vehicle must be 
acquired for use or lease by the 
taxpayer and not for resale.  

Vehicles Certified as Qualified 
Advanced Lean-Burn 
Technology Vehicles

   The alternative motor vehicle tax 
credit was enacted by the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 under Internal 
Revenue Code Section 30B and 
includes the advanced lean-burn 
technology motor vehicle credit and 
the qualified hybrid motor vehicle 
credit. 
There is a limitation on the number 
of qualified hybrid and advanced 

lean-burn technology vehicles 
eligible for credit. The phase-out 
period begins when a manufacturer 
sells 60,000 qualified hybrid and 
advanced lean-burn technology 
vehicles. 
Taxpayers may claim the full amount 
of the allowable credit up to the end 
of the first calendar quarter after the 
quarter in which the manufacturer 
records its sale of the 60,000th 
hybrid passenger automobile or 
light truck or advanced lean-burn 

technology motor vehicle. For the 
second and third calendar quarters 
after the quarter in which the 
60,000th vehicle is sold, taxpayers 
may claim 50 percent of the credit. 
For the fourth and fifth calendar 
quarters, taxpayers may claim 25 
percent of the credit. No credit is 
allowed after the fifth quarter.

The qualifying vehicles 
and their credit 
amounts are:

• 2009 Volkswagen Jetta 
2.0L TDI Sedan manual 
or automatic — $1,300

• 2009 Volkswagen Jetta 
2.0L TDI SportWagen 
manual or automatic 
— $1,300

• Mercedes GL 320 
BLUE TEC — $1,800

• Mercedes R 320 Blue 
TEC — $1,550

• Mercedes ML 320 Blue TEC 
— $900

   More information on advanced 
lean-burn technology vehicles or 
other vehicles that qualify for the 
alternative motor vehicle tax credit 
can be found at IRS.gov. 

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/fcr08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/cafr08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/fcr08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/fcr08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/fcr08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/cafr08.pdf
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/finance/finreports/cafr08.pdf
http://IRS.gov
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

mauka to makai (mountain to sea) 
and have developed the powerful 
healing arts of Lomi Lomi massage 
using native plants in age-old 
practices and encouraging soul-
searching through self-awareness 
and forgiveness. Dale Silva, co-
founder of the Hawaiian Lomi 
Lomi Association says “without 
aloha – without love – for oneself, 
for the environment, for each other, 
how can you begin to heal?  It all 
starts with aloha.”  The aloha spirit 
is abundant here.  You feel it in 
the sunshine that warms the sand 
beneath your feet, you see it in the 
clear ocean water, and you hear it 
in the gentle rain that falls in the 
forest.
   Hibiscus flowers large as dinner 
plates line the lush drive to the Four 
Seasons Resort on the Big Island 
with deep green, velvet-like lawns 
leading to the turquoise sea beyond.  
Greeted with a fragrant purple 
orchid lei placed around my neck 
by a pretty hostess and the words 
“welcome to the Four Seasons,” I 
had a hunch that I was in very good 
hands and that wonderful pleasures 
awaited me. 
Chanting for Healing
   Precisely at dawn the next 
morning, I was invited to participate 
in an Ocean Purifying Ceremony 
led by the resident ceremony leader, 
Daniel Akaka.  As a group of us 
walked to the ocean, Daniel blew 
a conch shell to the four corners of 
the earth.  He began a chant to clear 
the mind and start a new journey 
at daybreak.  We stood in ankle-
deep water as he instructed us to 
join hands, a symbol for inviting 
the people of all the lands to join 
us. His chant asked that we be 
instructed, educated and inspired 
as we go through life’s journey.  As 
he offered a prayer of thanksgiving, 
he placed a Ti leaf (used to ward 
off evil spirits) around our necks 
and greeted us nose to nose. As we 
did this, we exhaled our breath in a 
“Ha” sound – the first sound uttered 
when we’re born and symbolizing 
the life force within each of us. 
   Daniel next took a bowl with 
small stones in it, emptied it and 
filed the bowl with pure water.  He 
explained that as we go through 
life, we take on worries, problems, 
negativity.  Each problem is like 
a stone, so to rejuvenate the soul, 
you have merely to turn the bowl 
over, let the stones drop away  and 
allow pure water to refill the  bowl.  
Simplistic?  Maybe. I can just tell 
you that after this ceremony, the 
song “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” 
kept buzzing in my head and I left 
feeling cleansed and ready to start a 
fresh, new day – baggage-free. 
Romance in the Air
   I had dinner at the Four Seasons 
Pahui’a restaurant, dining en 
famille at a long wooden table 
that faced the ocean and gazing at 
a spectacular gold sunset as ocean 
breezes wafted over a tranquil 
blue sea. If you want a romantic 
setting, this is it!  Soft Hawaiian 
ballads provided the music, tiki 
lamps lit the azure evening and, as 
the sky turned dusky, lights played 
on the ocean and captured creamy 
white caps rolling gently towards 
shore.  As if that wasn’t enough, 
the food at Pahui’a was spectacular 
-  Lobster Keahole, Dungness Crab, 
Sweet Waimea Corn fritters, and 
for dessert spice cake with sweet 
potato ice cream.  Mother Nature 
herself graced the ambience of 
this restaurant and provided an 
unforgettable dining experience.  
Welcome to Your Sensory 
Meltdown
At the resort’s Mauna Lani Spa, they 
offer a most intriguing experience: 
Lava Love.  Listen up honeymoon 
couples. This treatment can be 
experienced a deux!  Just lie back 
and let the lava flow.  Speaking of 

Hawaii
lava flow, this is also the name of a 
delicious local creamy rum cocktail. 
However, be forewarned - you can’t 
have just one.  
   After checking into the Fairmont 
Orchid Resort, I walked down 
jungle-like paths lined with 
dramatic waterfalls leading to their 
Spa Without Walls, whose mission 
is to restore the mana (power) we 
hold within each of us. In a cabana 
at ocean’s edge, I experienced their 
signature Lomi Lomi massage.  
My masseuse used long, gliding, 
rhythmic movements to ease 
tension and relax muscles using 
my selection of essential oils to 
personalize the treatment. Mission 
accomplished! 
   One of the highlights of my stay 
at the Fairmont Orchid: Calley 
O’Neill, a true force of nature 
and a major attraction of this 
property.  Calley teaches a class 
called Compassionate Healing 
Yoga.  I took the class thinking 
it would be standard yoga filled 
with movements like Salute to 
the Sun and Downward Dog.  Not 
so. Calley’s class is yoga for the 
mind, and she led us through ways 
to quiet the mind, rejuvenate the 
body, balance emotions and nurture 
the spirit – all in 60 minutes.  The 
key to my being inspired, moved 
and feeling like a million bucks as 
the class ended was, quite simply, 
Calley herself.  She is calm, 
centered and above all, caring.  My 
session was mind-altering.  Sound 
too good to be true? It isn’t. 

From Chill to Sizzle
   Once you leave the reverie of an 
Hawaiian spa and slowly re-enter 
the real world, you’ll find much 
to do on the Big Island.  You can 
snorkel with the turtles at Kahulu’u 
Beach Park or see them up close 
and personal on the black sands of 
Panalu’u.  Stargazing atop Mauna 
Kea is a truly spiritual experience.  
If fishing is your thing, try catching 
a marlin off the Kona Coast.  While 
on Kona, don’t forget to explore the 
ancient petroglyphs. Night diving 
with manta rays is other-worldly 
and a visit to a “garden in a valley 
on the ocean,” the Hawaii Tropical 
Botanical Garden with rain forests, 
waterfalls, exotic flowers, fruits and 
plants is a must-see.  Their orchid 
garden is a photographer’s paradise. 
Year-round temperatures on the 
Big Island average 82 degrees so 
anytime is the right time to go.  
E Komo Mai – Welcome to Maui
   The flight to Maui from the Big 
Island took just 40 minutes.  This 
island is known as “The Magic Isle” 
and for good reason.  I kept wanting 
to pinch myself as I experienced 
the sheer, jaw-dropping beauty 
of Maui coupled with laid-back, 
lovely people whose warmth and 
friendliness are genuine. 
   The Hyatt Regency Maui 
Resort and Spa is a special place.  
Among its many charms, 40 lush, 
oceanfront acres, a 750,000-gallon 
pool with a 150-foot lava tube water 
slide, nightly Polynesian Luau, 
four uniquely themed restaurants 
and Spa Moana, where I had still 
another chance to unwind. I highly 
recommend the spa’s Rainforest 
Propolis and Cocoanut Milk Wrap.  
No, you don’t eat it, you allow the 
therapist to slather you with it!  
Delicious – and calorie-free! 
A Cosmic Experience
   That evening, sufficiently de-
stressed and limp as a dish rag, I did 
something that was exactly what I 

needed to rejuvenate.  Called “Tour 
of the Stars,” I climbed to the roof 
of the hotel where I met Hyatt’s 
Director of Astronomy.  Peering 
through a 16-inch telescope, I saw 
Uranus, Venus, Polaris and several 
other planets, not to mention a 
luminescent moon and a midnight 
blue sky with a zillion stars.  A 
perfect end to my day in paradise.  
   The Westin Maui Resort & Spa  
is surrounded by tropical gardens, 
meandering streams and waterfalls.  
There’s much to keep you busy 
here: five swimming pools, an 
exhilarating Wailele Polynesian 
Luau, two 18-hole championship 
golf courses, a shopping center 
and, of course, the ubiquitous spa, 
this one aptly named Heavenly.  At 
Heavenly Spa I had their Lavender 
Body Butter Treatment which put 
me firmly on Cloud 9, gliding back 
to my room, feet never touching 
the ground! I arranged to go on 
a Sunset Sailing Cruise which 
docked near the hotel. Boarding the 
Gemini, a catamaran, I spent two 
hours smoothly Tradewind-sailing 
with phenomenal views of West 
Maui, Molokai and Lanai, sipping 
Mai Tais and munching Hawaiian 
appetizers.  One of the highlights 
of this sail was when the captain 
dropped anchor and we watched a 
glorious sunset, tiki torch lighting 
and some brave young men cliff 
diving at Black Rock near the 
Westin coastline. 
Culture, Traditions and Fun
   To get a feel for Hawaiian culture 
and an understanding of their 
traditions, a group of us attended the 
Old Lahaina Luau. Just two of the 
many offerings at this sumptuous 
breakfast luau were Island Stuffed 
French Toast and Kalua Pork 
Hash with Lomi Salmon.  Then 
we watched (and participated in) 
demonstrations of kappa-cloth 
making, spear-throwing, and poi-
making.  We listened to Hawaiian 
stories and songs and left with a 
deep respect for the people of this 
island who are dedicated to keeping 
their traditions alive. 
   Hawaii is a paradise, pure and 
simple.  It’s impossible to list all 
that makes these islands special, but 
I’ve managed to narrow it down to 
a few of my favorite things:
*A wake-up call by tropical birds
*Not having to wikiwiki (hurry-
hurry)
*Snorkeling with amazing 
underwater life 
*A gentle rain –quickly followed by 
more sunshine
*Your nightcap: the soothing sound 
of the ocean
*The Hawaiian motto: Ho’okahi no 
la o ka malihini: A stranger only for 
a day 
Hawaiians have a saying: I mohala 
no ka lehua I ke ke’ekehi ‘ia e ka 
ua.  Easy for them to say, but the 
meaning is simple and sweet: The 
Lehua blossom unfolds when the 
rains tread on it.  During my stay 
on these islands, I did, indeed, 
experience the warm, gentle rain.  I 
rested, I relaxed, I unfolded.  And 
yes, it was great! 
   Oh, almost forgot.  There is 
one thing I definitely do not 
like about Hawaii: Leaving.  
If You Go:
The Big Island
*Big Island Visitors Bureau,  
www.bigisland.org  
*Kona Village Resort
*The Four Seasons Resort 
Hualalai   Queen Ka’ahumanu 
Hwy, Ka’upulehu Hi
72-100 Ka’upulehu Drive, 
Kaupulehu HI   Tel: 808 325-7820, 
www.konavillage.com
Tel: 808 325-8000,  
www.fourseasons.com/hualalai  
*Hilo Bay Cafe
*The Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii    315 
Makaala St, Hilo HI
1 North Kaniku Dr, Kohala Coast 
HI   Tel: 808 935-4939
Tel: 808 885- 2000,  
www.fairmont.com/orchid
*The Palms Cliff House 28-
3514 Mamalahoa Hwy, 
Hilo HI Tel: 808 963-6076,  
www.palmscliffhouse.com 
Maui
Maui Visitors Bureau *Old Lahaina 
Luau www.visitmaui.com 1287 
Front St. Lahaina HI
*Wailea Beach Marriott Resort 
& Spa   Tel: 808 667-2998, 
3700 Wailea Dr., Kihei HI      
www.oldlahainaluau.com Tel: 808 
879-1922, www.marriott.com   
*Pineapple Grill at Kapalua Resort
*Hyatt Regency Maui Resort 
&Spa   200 Kapalua Dr, Kapalua 
HI 200 Nohea Kai Dr, Lahaina 
HI    Tel: 808 669-9600, Tel: 
808 661-1234, www.maui.hyatt.
com, www.pineapplekapalua.com
*Westin Maui Resort & 
Spa    *Chez Paul Restaurant 2365 
Ka anapaliPkwy, Lahaina HI    820 
Olowalu Village Rd, Lahaina HI 
Tel: 808 667-2525, www.westin.
com/maui,   Tel: 808 661-3843 
www.chezpaul.net
*Sea Watch Restaurant at Wailea 
100 Wailea Golf Club Dr., Wailea 
HI Tel: 808 875-8080   

   There will be financial implications 
for the Village in next year’s budget 
as a result of the recent volatility in 
the financial markets and the effect 
it had on State Government. 
At the Village level, we were 
fortunate to budget carefully 
and spend wisely this past fiscal 
year that ended May 31, 2008 
resulting in a general fund surplus 
of $833,889 increasing our fund 
balance to $1,982,912.  Of that 
amount, $475,000 was dedicated to 
the current year’s budget to lower 
the tax burden on residents.  Of 
the total surplus, approximately 
$300,000 was from a settlement 
received from the Girl Scout 
Cabin fire insurance policy.  Per 
the recommendation of the Cabin 
Committee, we anticipate using the 
lion’s share of the insurance money 
to clean up and upgrade the park 
area surrounding the former cabin 
site. 
   We also had an unexpected one-
time windfall payment of $115,000 
from a large mortgage company 
as an interest penalty for missing 
the first half Village tax payment 
deadline.  This leaves $1,092,912 
in our fund balance account.  To put 
in perspective, our overall budget 
is $13,398,113.  Non-property tax 
revenues account for $5,714,725 
requiring us to raise $7,683,388 
through Village property taxes.  
Our auditors recommended as good 
fiscal policy to strive for a fund 
balance approaching 10% of our 

operating budget.   This balance to 
budget ratio will also help preserve 
our AA bond rating, the best 
possible for a Village our size. 
   Our revenues continue to stay 
strong, however, even small 
fluctuations in expenses have 
impact.  For example, on the Village 
portion of the budget a spending 
increase of just $76,835 represents 
a full one point tax increase in 
2008-2009. 
   While we are doing well on the 
local level, we are bracing for 
continued bad news from the State 
and County.  We have the dubious 
distinction of living in the highest 
taxed county in the United States and 
send approximately $8 million to 
support County government alone.  
Budget cuts, including layoffs, 
have already been implemented in 
Albany.  We realistically expect that 
our revenue sharing or AIM stipend 
of $70,282 will be reduced as well 
as the $99,000 we received from 
the State for road improvements or 
“CHIPS” program in the coming 
budget. 

   Take some solace in that our aid 
from the State has shrunk so much 
over the years as a percentage of our 
budget, that its further diminution is 
not a significant budgetary number. 
   The potential significant impact 
to the Village lies in what the 
State may force us to contribute 
to stem their losses.  The State of 
New York lost $1 billion in assets 
in only one day last week and the 
State retirement fund has lost well 
over $400 million thus far.  State 
Government is allowed to make up 
this shortfall by simply assessing 
local communities to shore up the 
fund, a practice used in the past.  For 
example, we may well be assessed 
an additional stipend per employee 
to raise the fund balance and offset 
investment losses.  Ultimately, the 
State’s poor financial health could 
jeopardize our bond rating since 
we are considered a sub-division 
of State government.  Due to the 
general economic downturn, we 
also anticipate that sales tax and 
mortgage tax revenues will decrease 
accordingly. 
   We are carefully monitoring our 
expenditures knowing that fuel 
costs are volatile and our interest 
income continues to decrease. 
   We continue to try to provide 
quality services and intelligent 
infrastructure updating fully aware 
that the fiscal demands on our 
residents are unprecedented. 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Westchester/Bronx) 
today announced a $100,000 grant 
he secured for the City of Mount 
Vernon for upgrades to the Police 
Department’s Field Command 
Center. The command center is 
an emergency command vehicle 
used to coordinate on-site response 
teams for emergencies. “This grant 
will go a long way toward helping 
the City of Mount Vernon and our 
brave men and women in the police 
force fight crime and respond to 
emergencies,” said Senator Klein. 
“It is imperative that those who 
serve and protect are fully equipped 
with the best tools possible to carry 
out their jobs for the benefit of all 
Mount Vernon residents.” 
   Klein was joined by Mayor Clinton 
Young, Police Commissioner 
David Chong, Susan Granata 

Senator Klein Announces $100K Grant 
to City of Mount Vernon

– President of the Fleetwood 
Neighborhood Association, and 
other representatives from the 
Police Department and community. 
   “At this critical time, when 
the economy is suffering, and 
desperation begins to creep into 
people’s lives, the role of the police 
to maintain order in our community 
is taking center stage,” said Mayor 
Young.  “This Field Command 
Center will serve a great purpose 
in allowing our officers to respond 
to emergencies much quicker. 
On behalf of all of the citizens of 
Mount Vernon, I would like to thank 
Senator Klein for his continued 
dedication toward bringing in 
resources to our community.” 
   The Field Command Center 
was also used to help out in the 
regional effort at Ground Zero 
following the terrorist attacks on 

9/11. In such emergencies when 
lives are at stake, this invaluable 
resource in emergency response 
communications can be the deciding 
factor. 
   “The men and women of the Mount 
Vernon Police Department greatly 
appreciate Senator Klein’s effort in 
securing money for much needed 
upgrades to this valuable piece of 
equipment.  It is an essential tool in 
today’s modern crime fighting and 
counter-terrorism efforts.” 
   The 9 year-old mobile command 
center will have it’s engine re-
tuned as well as having its camera 
surveillance capabilities and 
inter-operability communications 
upgraded with satellite phone 
systems, radio upgrades, and night 
vision enhancements. 

ELMSFORD, NY -- David 
Goldwasser, of Esteem Financial 
Group, a firm of MetLife Financial 
Services, recently completed 
MetDESK’s (MetLife’s Division 
of Estate Planning for Special 
Kids) annual three-day conference 
to enhance his skills for helping 
families with children or dependents 
with special needs develop 
customized financial solutions. 
   Children with special needs, 
who are physically, mentally or 
developmentally disabled, often 
require lifelong guardianship, legal 
letters of intent, lifetime financial 
assistance and special needs trusts 
to preserve government benefits 
eligibility. These issues are 
important in view of longer life 
expectancy, in some cases, and a 
lifelong dependence on advanced 
and expensive medical care. The 
need to address these long-term 
financial challenges is urgent and 
widespread. The U.S. Census 
Bureau estimates that more than 
one in 10 Americans between the 
ages of 16 and 64 suffers from 
some form of physical, mental or 
emotional impairment. 
  According to a recently announced 
study, conducted for MetDESK 
by NOP World, 29% of parents 
surveyed, say they have taken no 
action whatsoever, not even the 
basics, to make future plans for 
their special needs children. The 
level of inaction is surprising given 
the fact that 27% of those parents 

David Goldwasser Participates in 
Annual Workshop

Forum Provides Education on Distinct Planning Considerations for 
Families with Children or Dependents with Special Needs

expect their child will be a lifelong 
financial dependent. 
   Due to specific federal tax 
laws and different state laws, 
David Goldwasser, like other 
MetDESK Specialists, receive 
continual education to ensure 
that they understand all recent 
developments that may impact a 
family’s planning. At this year’s 
conference, MetDESK Specialists 
heard from company experts, as 
well as outside legal minds and 
organizations such as the Social 
Security Administration (SSA). 
Topics included, for example, 
Social Security Insurance (SSI) rule 
revisions, SSA work incentives, and 
emotional and family dynamics. 
   Goldwasser said, “continuing 
education in all aspects of planning 
for families with children or 
dependents with special needs is 
critical to ensuring quality of life 

for the children.”
   Brian Finn, MetLife national 
director of MetDesk, said, “It is 
imperative that families who have 
children or dependents with special 
needs receive the right information 
so that they do not put their child’s 
government eligibility benefits in 
jeopardy. Much of the training is 
conducted by experts from outside 
the company, such as attorney’s 
who specialize in the area of special 
needs and others representing 
government agencies.”
   MetDESK®, MetLife’s Division 
of Estate Planning for Special Kids 
launched in 1998, is one of the first 
programs of its kind in the financial 
industry, and is a program that 
focuses on the concerns of families 
with children or dependents with 
special needs. 
   MetDESK specialists, who do 
not charge fees for the advice they 
provide families who have children 
or dependents with special needs, 
can help families address critical 
issues, including how to protect 
future government eligibility and 
ways in which a special needs trust 
provide lifetime care. 
   

For more information about 
MetDESK, contact David 

Goldwasser of 565 Taxter Road, 
Elmsford NY 10523,at  914-372-

2922, or visit the 
www.davidgoldwasser.metlife.com 

Website.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center will 
be hosting an all-new Tot Shabbat 
led by two new members of the 
congregation on Saturday, October 
18, at 11:15 am.  Children ages 0 
- 5 and their parents are invited to 
sing, play, have a little snack, and 
have fun. Families are welcome to 

come earlier to Religious School 
classroom number 1 to play and 
hang out. The program will be 
very participatory and spirited 
and will last for about 45 minutes. 
Everyone is invited after the 
service to join the congregation for 
a delicious kiddush lunch.  
   Kindly call the synagogue office 

at (914) 693-4260 for additional 
information and travel directions.  
Website is www.g-h-c.org.  

GHC to Host New Tot Shabbat

http://www.bigisland.org/
http://www.konavillage.com/
http://www.fourseasons.com/hualalai
http://www.fairmont.com/orchid
http://www.palmscliffhouse.com/
http://www.visitmaui.com/
http://www.oldlahainaluau.com/
http://www.marriott.com/
http://www.maui.hyatt.com/
http://www.maui.hyatt.com/
http://www.pineapplekapalua.com/
http://www.westin.com/maui
http://www.westin.com/maui
http://www.chezpaul.net/
http://www.davidgoldwasser.metlife.com
http://www.g-h-c.org
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who 

have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 
All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next 

week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

A chilling drama by Directed by
Rebecca Gilman Janice Fay Hanges

boy gets

girl

www.gctstage.org
proudly presents the Westchester premiere of

greenville community theater

Nov. 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, & 16, 2008
Thursday, Fridays, & Saturdays at 8 pm  •  Sundays at 2 pm

Reservations & Information:

(914) 636-2863  or email: contact@gctstage.org

Featuring
Ray Eckerle

Jean Eifert
Stewart Hanges

Kelly Kirby
Gregory McCormack
Antonio D. Soares, Jr.

Liza Warner
Produced by special arrangement with 
The Dramatic Publishing Company of 

Woodstock, IL

Originally produced by 
The Goodman Theatre, Chicago, IL, 

on March 13, 2000
Robert Falls, Artistic Director

Roche Schulfer, Executive Director

Originally produced in NY City by the 
Manhattan Theatre Club

Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director
Barry Grove, Executive Producer

In association with The Goodman Theatre
on February 20, 2001

TIME Magazine’s #1 “Play of the Year”

Our Location: Edgemont High School Theater • White Oak Lane, Scarsdale, NY

Tickets: $18 • Seniors/Students = $15/$10 • Groups of 10+=$12 / 50+=$10 / 100+=$8
(General Admission)

Special Discount: On Thursday, November 13th only . . . $10.00 (all seats)

Critics say:
• By turns funny and frightening and dramatic… makes for a suspenseful, thought-provoking evening of 

theater.   — American Theater
• The dialogue is witty & incisive. There is genuine suspense & mounting terror. — John Simon, NY Magazine
• The play is first-rate. — The New York Times

Synopsis:
A disturbing, powerful & suspenseful chiller about a woman whose life of accomplishment is quickly destroyed by a 
disturbed admirer. What at first seems like persistence grows into obsession & then to terror as he begins to threaten 
her & those around her. His actions call into question the assumptions at the very heart of romantic pursuit.

Contains Adult Themes

Diane E. Kamp, a lifelong Yonkers 
resident passed away on Thursday, 
October 2, 2008, at St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital. She was 66 
years old. She was born on June 13, 
1942, to John and Grace (Cookson) 
Sullivan in Yonkers where she was 
raised and educated, graduating 
from Commerce High School. 
Diane married her loving husband, 
William Kamp on October 19,1968, 
in Yonkers. She was a devoted wife 
and an avid golfer. Diane is survived 
by her loving husband, William 
( Retired Capt. YPD) of Yonkers 
and her devoted sister and brothers 
Patricia Sullivan of Holmes, NY, 
Richard Sullivan of Holmes, 
NY, Douglas (Ginny) Sullivan of 
Mahopac Falls, NY, Barry (Eileen) 
Sullivan of North Carolina, and 
John Sullivan of Florida. She is also 
survived by numerous adored nieces 
and nephews. She was pre-deceased 
her a sister, Maureen. Services were 
held for Diane on Monday, October 
6, 2008, at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, Yonkers, NY; followed by 

cremation. Interment of cremated 
remains is to follow at a later date 
at the Brick Church Cemetery in 
Spring Valley, NY. The family 
received friends on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 4 and 5, 2008 at 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.
 
Gary P. O’Connell, a longtime 
Yonkers resident, died on Saturday, 
October 4, 2008, at his residence. 
He was 58 years old. He was born on 
June 29, 1950, to Clarence “Bucky” 
and Michelina (Blasetti) O’Connell 
in Stamford, CT. He was raised and 
educated in Yonkers, graduating 
from Commerce High School. Mr. 
O’Connell was a senior maintenance 
mechanic for the Westchester 
Department of Environmental 
Facilities in Valhalla, NY for over 
thirty years. Mr. O’Connell was 
a member of the 140 Club. He 
was a sports enthusiast, enjoyed 
playing softball and was a softball 
umpire for the Yonkers Recreation 

Department for over twenty five 
years. On September 20, 1975, he 
married Patricia A. Brown at Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in 
Yonkers. Mrs. O’Connell survives 
and lives in Yonkers. In addition 
to his wife, he is survived by his 
mother, Michelina O’Connell of 
Cape Coral, FL, two daughters, 
Kerri Ann Waters and her husband 
Mark of Queens, NY, and Shannon 
O’Connell of Yonkers, one brother, 
Wayne O’Connell and his wife 
Karen of Long Island and one 
sister, Debbie O’Connell. He is 
also survived by his granddaughter, 
Avery Rose Waters and many 
nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his brother Steven 
O’Connell. Visitation was held at 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, October 
7 and 8, 2008. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated in Sacred 
Heart Church on Thursday, October 
9, 2008. Interment followed at Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. Donations in his 
memory may be made to Tomorrows 

Children Fund, 30 Prospect Ave., 
Hackensack, N.J. 07601. Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home, 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488. 

Ella Speth, 96, of Yonkers, died on 
September 26, 2008, at Andrus-on-
Hudson. Ella was born in Germany 
in 1912 and immigrated to the United 
States in 1934 to marry Leonard 
Speth at St. Joseph’s Church in 
the Yorkville section of New York 
City. They had been married for 73 
years when Mr. Speth died in 2002. 
Ella was a parishioner and active 
member of Sacred Heart Church 

for over 55 years. She visited the 
sick in local nursing homes and 
was a caring friend and neighbor. 
Most of all, she was a mother and 
expert homemaker, and her family 
will always remember her love, 
encouragement and generosity. Mrs. 
Speth is survived by her children: 
Albert Speth of Yonkers, Elizabeth 
Piekarz of Ridgefield, CT, Walter 
and Karen Speth of Upper Montclair, 
NJ, and Ellen and Don Cacciapaglia 
of Rye, NY. She is also survived 
by eight grandchildren: Eric and 
Craig Piekarz; Christine Makin and 
Gregory Speth; and David, Lauren, 
Leslie and Emily Cacciapaglia as 

well as seven great grandchildren: 
Heather, Michael, Jennifer, Devon, 
Kailey, Lucy and Ella. Friends 
called at the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, on Sunday, September 28, 
2008. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held in Sacred Heart Church 
on Monday, September 29, 2008. 
Entombment followed at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made 
to Catholic Charities, 1011 First 
Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

the aggressive front with the open 
mouthed grill to huge spoiler in 
the rear. It is the type of styling 
which some people just can’t 
resist touching. And if that doesn’t 
grab one’s attention, the sound of 
rumbling from the twin exhausts 
whenever the keyless  ignition is 
turned on usually grabs the attention 
of anyone nearby.
      Under the hood is a four 
cylinder engine with twin-scroll 
turbochargers capable of cranking 
out 291 horsepower and 300 pound-
feet of torque – a lot for a relatively 
small car.  It can zip from 0 to 60 
miles per hour in 5.2 seconds, 
which makes it quicker and faster 
than many or the more expensive 
roadsters it passes on the highway.
      The driving experience is what 
you would expect from a high speed 
performance car. Both the leather-
wrapped racing stick and the paddle 
shift are instantly responsive
      Inside is a mixed bag. There 
is probably everything that the 
youngster looking for a hot rod 
would want but it may not be a 
comfortable ride for the older men 
who can actually afford it. The 
seats, for example, were designed 
for guys who are young enough to 
still wear long, slim fit jeans and 
who are at least six feet tall. They 
are small, hard and rigid, which 
ensures that the driver stays put 
during a high speed turn, but that is 
not the most comfortable on long, 
cross country treks. The seats, which 
have cloth bottoms and leather 
backs, are manually operated and 
can be adjusted forward and back, 
but not up and down to fit different 
heights. They can not be heated, 

Shifting Gears: Road Running with Mitsubishi
By Roger Witherspoon

which is surprising for a car in this 
price range. 
      In addition, the seat backs go 
nearly to the ceiling. As a result, 
it is nearly impossible to see over 
or around the passenger seat, 
obliterating any sight lines and 
making it difficult to see traffic on 
the side of the car. And for styling 
and functional reasons, the rear 
spoiler is an inch thick, and blots 
out the road – and any cars – more 
than about 50 feet behind the 
Lancer Evolution. As a result, you 
have to rely almost exclusively on 
the rear view mirrors for navigating 
through high speed traffic, and that 
can be scary when backing up in a 
crowded parking lot with oblivious 
children scampering by. 
      There is a lot inside, particularly 
in the electronics, for those who 
are looking for a sporty ride. It 
comes with Bluetooth cell phone 
connectivity, which is easy to 
use and effective. The navigation 
system has a touch screen and is 
intuitive to operate – you don’t 
need to memorize a manual to 
work it. The map on the navigation 
screen, for example,  changes scale 
automatically – shifting from as 
little as every 350 feet when cruising 
through residential streets, to a 
quarter of a mile scale when racing 
down the highway. The automatic 
adjustment is speed sensitive – at 
80 mph it jumped from an eighth 
to a quarter of a mile automatically, 
with a quick notice of the change. 
It is a smart system equally adept 
at keeping you from getting lost on 
strange highways or strange rural 
roads.
      The entertainment system 

comes with Am/FM and Sirius 
satellite radio, though it comes with 
just a single disc CD player which 
is behind the navigation screen. 
They make up for that seeming 
lack, however, with a 30 GB hard 
drive which can memorize CDs and 
allows you to create your own music 
box, turning the Lancer Evolution 
into a high speed iPod. 
      The sound reverberates through 
a 650-watt Rockford-Fosgate 
system with nine speakers and a 10-
inch sub woofer which makes the 
sides of the car reverberate with the 
cranked up bass line. It is as adept 
at delivering every note in either 
a fast-paced, Kentucky bluegrass 
number by Mountain Heart, or the 
meticulous jazz of Keiko Matsui. It 
also has an audio/visual connection 
which allows you to play video 
games using an in-dash joy stick, or 
play a movie when the car is in park. 
The Evolution comes with fingertip 
controls for the cruise command, 
audio system, and phone on the 
leather-wrapped steering wheel.
      The Lancer Evolution –MR is not 
for everybody. But if you are looking 
for hot rod on a modest budget, and 
your preference is thrills instead 
of creature comfort, than road 
running in the Mitsubishi Racer is 
a fast, good-looking way to travel.  
2008 Lancer Evolution - 
Mitsubishi Racer 
MSRP:       $42,054
EPA Mileage:   17 MPG City; 22 
MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage:  9.3 MPG City; 
17.7 MPG Highway 
Performance / Safety:
                        0 – 60 MPH   5.2 

Seconds
Top Speed   155 MPH 
    2.0-Liter DOHC I-4 aluminum 
engine producing 291 horsepower 
and 300 pound-feet of torque; 
twin-scroll turbocharger; twin-
clutch, sportronic,6-speed, manual 
shift transmission; paddle shift; all 
wheel control; Brembo ventilated 
disc brakes; front strut tower bar; 
active yaw control; rear limited slip 
differential; front & rear stabilizer 
bars; fog lights; high density 
headlights; dual front air bags; front 
seat mounted side air bags; side 
curtain airbags; driver’s side knee 
airbag; 18-inch wheels. 

Interior / Comfort: 
    AM/FM Sirius satellite radio; 
650-watt Rockford-Fosgate 

premium sound system with 9 
speakers and sub woofer; 30-GB 
hard drive music server with MP3 
& USB connection; Single CD, 

DVD player; navigation system; 
Bluetooth cell phone connection; 
leather wrapped steering wheel and 
shift knob; leather seats.

Roger Witherspoon is the automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
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