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The financial crisis became 
the catalyst for political action 
only when the gauntlet was cast 
demanding the 
infusion of $700 
billion in taxpayer 
based funding to 
rescue Wall Street 
from its historical 
trespassing of 
the parameters of 
decorum inferred 
to have been in 
place; similarly the 
cry for upwards of 
$245 million to infuse an aging 
and decaying infrastructure in the 
City of Yonkers. At issue, in both 
circumstances, is who can we 
trust?
   Can we trust the US Congress 
to institute oversight measures 
that will be adhered and enforced 
by monitoring mechanisms and 
metering appropriate monetary 
demands and  jail time from those 
who do not conform to agreed upon 
conduct. Likewise in Yonkers, 

can we trust any individual or 
institution within the City of 
Yonkers, the County of Westchester, 

or the State of New 
York to allocate a 
financial burden 
and commensurate 
incarceration for 
infractions that step 
beyond recognized 
and agreed upon 
boundaries of 
conduct on Wall 
Street, in the 
housing markets, 

and elsewhere?
   A lack of confidence came to the 
forefront of the public consciousness 
by those who prostituted the 
financial institutions of Wall Street 
and Main Street. Wall Street whined 
and cried when their greed could no 
longer be sated because of the lack 
of liquidity they insinuated into 
the governance or lack thereof on 
Wall Street. To that end, Treasury 
Secretary Henry Paulson pried 

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr., Assemblyman 
Gary Pretlow and the Central 
Committee on Veterans paid homage 
to the mothers and families of fallen 
soldiers in the City of Mount Vernon 
on Sunday, September 28, 2008. A 
special wreath laying ceremony was 
held on the steps of City Hall at the 
future location of Mount Vernon’s 
Gold Star Mothers monument, 
which is expected to be completed 
next year. Assemblyman Gary 
Pretlow secured $10,000 in state 
funding for the new monument.    

Mayor Young Honors 
Local Gold Star Mothers at 
the First Annual Wreath-

Laying Ceremony 
City Marks the Spot for Future Gold Star 

Mothers Monument

   “I would like to thank Assemblyman 
Pretlow for his generous donation 
toward a dedicated monument 
for the Gold Star Mothers in our 
city,” said Mayor Young. “The 
laying of the wreath - in itself is a 
significant event - that serves as a 
poignant reminder of those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country. The new monument is 
evermore significant as we honor 
the lasting legacies of fallen heroes 
and their families who committed 

ALBANY, NY -- Governor David 
A. Paterson has saved taxpayers 
$531.7 million over the next 
two years by vetoing bills that 
would have added 
significant costs to 
the State budget 
after it was enacted 
in April without 
identifying spending 
reductions to pay for 
them. In addition 
to preventing 
unaffordable growth 
to the State General 
Fund that would 
exacerbate next 
year’s projected 
m u l t i - b i l l i o n 
dollar budget gap, 
the 171 vetoes he has issued 
since June will save money 
for local governments, as well. 
   “These tough fiscal times call for 
tough decisions,” said Governor 
Paterson. “While I have signed 
hundreds of bills into law that 
will help improve the lives of our 
citizens in the areas of education, 
health care and public safety, I 
felt it was absolutely critical to 
veto bills that increased taxpayer 
costs beyond what we can afford 
in these challenging times.”  
   Governor Paterson added: “Many 
of the bills I vetoed are worthy 
projects with laudable goals. But 
in the face of this current fiscal 
crisis, we must begin immediately 
to adjust our budget priorities 

Paterson Vetoes 171 Bills
to reflect the new economic 
reality we must confront.”  
   Since he took office in March, 
Governor Paterson has worked 

with the Legislature 
repeatedly to reduce 
state spending 
to protect the 
State’s finances. 
These measures 
include spending 
cuts the Governor 
and Legislature 
implemented in 
April and July 
totaling more than 
$1.3 billion, a hard 
hiring freeze, and 
an extraordinary 
special session of the 

Legislature in August that enacted 
savings of $1 billion over two years. 
   At the end of August, the Division 
of the Budget projected that the 
State faces a $5.4 billion deficit in 
2009-10 and a $24.4 billion deficit 
over the next three years. Governor 
Paterson is currently reviewing 
recent revenue collections and will 
be meeting with Legislative leaders 
on Friday to discuss the recent 
turmoil on Wall Street’s impact on 
the State budget. The Division of 
Budget is also scheduled to release 
a new Financial Plan at the end of 
October that will provide official 
updated fiscal projections for the 
remainder of the current fiscal year 
and future years.

BROOKLYN, NY -- A State 
Appellate Court* panel has rejected 
the Empire State Development 
Corporation’s 
( E S D C ) 
motion to 
d i s m i s s 
G o l d s t e i n 
et al. v. 
Empire State 
Development 
Corporation, 
the Atlantic 
Yards eminent 
d o m a i n 
lawsuit filed by 
nine property 
owners and 
tenants with 
properties in 
the footprint 
of Forest City 
Ratner’s megaproject proposal. The 
case was filed on August 1st of this 
year.
   The ESDC unsuccessfully tried to 
dismiss the petitioners’ case, which 
charges that New York State’s use 
of eminent domain to seize private 
homes and businesses for developer 

Court Rejects NYS’s Effort 
to Dismiss Atlantic Yards 

Eminent Domain Case
Ruling is a Major Setback for Bruce Ratner’s 

Proposed Project and the Empire State 
Development Corporation

Forest City Ratner’s (FCR) Atlantic 
Yards project violates the New 
York State Constitution’s public 

use, due process 
and equal 
p r o t e c t i o n 
clauses, as well 
as low-income 
r e s i d e n t 
requirements. 
   The 
p e t i t i o n e r s ’ 
victory is a 
major setback 
for FCR and 
the ESDC. FCR 
President/CEO 
Bruce Ratner 
recently told 
The New York 
Times that he 
plans to “break 

ground” in December.  Ratner does 
not own the land he needs to build 
his proposed arena and skyscraper 
project, and is attempting to have 
New York State seize the land for 
him by eminent domain.
   “Though Ratner claims that he’ll 

   Now more than ever, New 
Yorkers understand that every dime 
counts. Families all across the state 
are feeling the bite of higher costs 
on everyday necessities from food 
and clothing to gas and heating oil.  
   With the fiscal crisis spreading 
from Wall Street to Main Street, 
state and local governments have to 
make sure our tax dollars are being 

Open Book
Unprecedented 

Access to State and 
Local Government 

Spending  

By Thomas P. DiNapoli
Comptroller  

of the State of New York

   Most of the city knows that the 
basis of the Mayor’s decision to 
seek a third term 
is based, in part, 
on his continuing 
personal desire 
for relevance and 
attention. The 
more such wishes 
are gratified, the 
more they grow. 
The quest for 
fame, recognition 
and approval is 
as addictive as 
the craving for 
drugs, alcohol, 
and inappropriate 
sex. These feelings do not fade with 
time. This mayor is far from the 
worst in this area, it is simply that 
his ambition plays out on a grander 
and more public scale.

Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
and New York City Council 

Want Four More Years
Public Voted ‘No!’ Twice;  
But What Do They Care?

By Henry J. Stern

   Nor does this mean that such a 
personal longing may not coincide 

with the public 
interest in 
c o m p e t e n t , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
and honest 
government. He 
is known as an 
able and effective 
public official, 
particularly good 
in areas where 
he has expert 
knowledge. He 
has used some 
of his money 
and his unusually 

able staff to make himself a 
national leader. In an Edwards-
Huckabee race, he would be a 

WEST HARRISON, NY -- It is 
time to break the silence about the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis, 
according to Dave Donelson, 
author of Heart of 
Diamonds, a newly-
released novel about 
the endless violence 
in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
(DRC). Donelson 
will be reading 
from the book 
and discussing the 
current situation 
in the Congo at 
numerous venues 
as part of Congo 
Week, a slate of 
events October 19 – 
25 held on over 1,000 
campuses and other venues in 100 
countries worldwide.
   “Nearly six million people have 
died in this war so far,” Donelson 
says. “And the violence is increasing 
as we speak.” The author says the 
media ignores the devastation, 
which is why he is speaking out. 
Donelson will be appearing at the 
Harrison Public Library at 7:30 
PM, Monday, October 20, and 
the Multicultural Living Learning 
Unit of Clara Dickson Hall at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, at 7PM, 

Novelist Vows to Break 
the Silence about Congo 

Humanitarian Crisis
Wednesday, October 22. He will also 
appear at Borders in the Pyramid 
Mall in Ithaca at 3PM that day. 
He will also make a presentation 

at Barnes & Noble, 
White Plains, at 
7 PM, Thursday, 
October 23.
   “Heart of Diamonds 
is a work of fiction,” 
Donelson avers, 
“But it is based on 
actual events in the 
most deadly conflict 
since World War 
II.” The author says 
he drew heavily on 
news accounts of 
rape as a weapon of 
terror, child soldiers, 

widespread corruption 
at all levels of government, and the 
very sad plight of the hundreds of 
thousands of refugees from the 
violence that continues to wrack 
the nation.
   In his novel, Donelson uses a 
diamond smuggling scheme to 
represent the fight for control 
of the DRC’s gold, timber, 
uranium, copper, coltan, and other 
natural resources. An intricate 
plot involving an American 
televangelist, the President of the 

Asters are the queens of the fall 
perennial garden. The name comes 
from the Greek word astron, 
meaning “star” for the shape of their 
small flowers but they are also stars 
because they are the last flowering 
perennial to 
bloom. They 
range from six 
foot to half 
that height and 
in color from 
pale lilac to 
vibrant lipstick 
hues of pink 
and carmine.  
They have 
a grace and 
beauty that far 
surpasses the 
stiff pompoms 
of grocery store 
mums that 
come through 
the checkout 
counter in 
baskets and 
pots.  Unlike many of the mums 
that are transported into New 
York in full bloom from warmer 
climates, asters will repay their 
purchase price year after year as 
they winter over and multiply.  For 
pictures of different kinds of asters 
and some growing tips visit http://
www.thegardenhelper.com/aster.
html. Fall is a great time to divide 
plants or order new ones.
The pale lilac colored wildling 

Asters, Glorious Asters
By Marilyn Elie

asters (New England Asters or 
Symphyotrichum) are in full bloom 
along roadsides and walkways 
right now.  It is easy to introduce 
them into your garden by simply 
collecting some ripe seeds and 

scattering it on 
fallow ground.  
They thrive 
best with good 
drainage and 
sunshine but 
will grow 
nicely in a semi 
shaded area.  
Expect some 
surprises once 
you have them 
in your garden; 
it’s hard to tell 
where they 
may pop up.  
While they are 
not invasive, 
they compete 
well.  They are 
one of the few 

plants that can hold their own with 
rudbeckia or cone flower.  Find 
out more about rudbekia, an old 
fashioned garden favorite, at http://
garden.lovetoknow.com/wiki/
Rudbeckia.  Allow a few asters to 
come up in a stand of rudbeckia and 
you will have a living arrangement 
of flowers in bloom among prickly 
brown seed heads.
If you want to try some named 

New York Aster

THE BRONX, NY -- AMC 
Entertainment (AMC) and Autism 
Society of America (ASA) have 
teamed up to begin testing a pilot 
program to bring families affected 
by autism and other disabilities a 
special opportunity to enjoy their 
favorite films in a safe and accepting 
environment on a monthly basis. 
“Sensory Friendly Films” premiered 
across the country last August, 
and are continuing this October 
with a special showing of the new 
film Beverly Hills Chihuahua. 
   Autism is a complex 
neurodevelopmental disability 
that affects a person’s ability to 
communicate and interact with 
others. It often comes with sensory 
challenges, such as hypersensitivity 
to light or sound, and children or 
adults affected by autism may not 
understand the social boundaries 
of movie theatre etiquette, such as 

Autism Society 
of America 
and AMC 

Entertainment® 
to Host Sensory 
Friendly Films

http://www.nycourts.gov/reporter/motions/2008/2008_84057.htm
http://www.dddb.net/php/press/080801EDpetition.php
http://www.dddb.net/php/press/080801EDpetition.php
http://www.dddb.net/php/press/080801EDpetition.php
http://www.dddb.net/php/press/080801EDpetition.php
http://www.dddb.net/php/press/080801EDpetition.php
http://www.dddb.net/php/latestnews_Linked.php?id=1607
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/10/nyregion/10yards.html?_r=1&partner=rssuserland&emc=rss&pagewanted=all&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/10/nyregion/10yards.html?_r=1&partner=rssuserland&emc=rss&pagewanted=all&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/10/nyregion/10yards.html?_r=1&partner=rssuserland&emc=rss&pagewanted=all&oref=slogin
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/aster.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/aster.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/aster.html
http://garden.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Rudbeckia
http://garden.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Rudbeckia
http://garden.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Rudbeckia
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The 5th (Not So) Annual 

YYYooonnnkkkeeerrrsss PPPooollliiiccceee
VS.

YYYooonnnkkkeeerrrsss FFFiiirrreeefffiiiggghhhttteeerrrsss
Charity Toughman Competition 

Friday, November 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. 
Yonkers Police Athletic League (P.A.L.) 
127 North Broadway, Yonkers NY 10701 

$25 Per Ticket 
Tickets on Sale 

November 10 through November 13 at the Yonkers P.A.L.
10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

All Proceeds go to the following charity:
Heartsong – www.Heartsong.org

  A musical and art therapy program for children with disabilities. 

 For further information and directions visit the www.YonkersPBA.com  Website, or call 
Yonkers PBA 377-7938* Local 628 377-7527 *Yonkers CLSA 377-7370

By
Zuri A. Stanback
 www.urbanshout.com

mailto:WTTsubscription@gmail.com
mailto:WTTsubscription@gmail.com
mailto:WTTLegal@gmail.com
mailto:WTTLegal@gmail.com
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New York Civic

On
the

Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

taxpayer’s funds loose from the 
coffers hidden in Washington, 
D.C. The rush to satisfy Wall 
Street eclipsed the overwhelming 
public demand for the institution 
of oversight mechanisms to protect 
their investment. The Us Congress 
chose to place a band-aid where 
a tourniquet was demanded. The 
$700 billion bail-out will not deflect 
the pain recession will exact on the 
middle and lower classes.
   They accomplished a transfer 
of wealth on bias long thought 
forgotten. The alleged Paulson 
extortion scenario salvaged the 
Treasury Secretary’s former 
employer, JP Morgan Chase, 
allowing it to steal what was once 
the formidable Seattle-based 
Washington Mutual ensconced at a 
valuation of $300 billion one day, 
for a paltry $1.9 billion the next.
   Lehman Brothers was permitted 
to die because of the alleged hubris 
of President and CEO Dick Fuld. 
Merrill Lynch was also despised 
on Wall Street and permitted to 
hide behind the skirt of Bank of 
America when it became a take-
over target. Citibank was appalled 
to find out that San Francisco-
based Wells Fargo Bank stole its 
former betrothed Charlotte, North 
Carolina-based Wachovia Corp. 
from Citibank before Citibank 
could consummate the merger 
using taxpayer subsidies for buyout 
funds. The Wells Fargo-Wachovia 
merger will not require robbing the 
“national treasure.”
   The institutional bank failures 
on Wall Street were permitted to 
morph into banking institutions 
that would fall under the stricter 
parameters governing the conduct 

Urgency Catalyst for Rash Political Action
of commercial banks. To help the 
transformation of the last standing 
former institutional banking firms, 
that is JP Morgan Chase, and 
Citibank, to become competitive 
with the non-New York City 
behemoths, a quiet run on the 
banks was permitted to eat away 
at financial cushion at Washington 
Mutual and Wachovia so as to 
pummel each into submitting to 
a rude and crude shotgun merger 
of convenience to the East Coast 
banking firms.
   In Yonkers, Mayor Amicone 
has asked Yonkersites to trust 
him and his team of Corporation 
Counsel apparachniks, in tone 
and patriarchical demeanor akin 
to Treasury Secretary Paulson 
suggestion that he harbored all 
the answers and directions to 
the promised land. Too few in 
Yonkers, and analogously, too few 
in Congress have the expertise 
to comprehend every action and 
the commensurate reactions and 
nuances they create and must distill 
before they may judge how one 
action will coax another. 
   Both Amicone and Paulson have 
collectively stoked public angst in 
order  to coerce a rush to judgment 
by those who would do them harm 
by their lack of expertise to judge 
the complexity of the SFC Yonkers 
Project. These are the same political 
figures and political appointees 
whose respective track records 
have them sharing few facts, 
omitting others, and may even be 
inept in comprehending the plan 
before them because their agenda is 
to appease interests counter to the 
public good. Amicone is enamored 
by a potential legacy and Paulson 

to maintain the “old boys network” 
intact by his bigotry and standards.
   On the federal level the vote has 
been cast. On the local level we will 
soon approach the moment of truth. 
Can we trust those we entrusted to 
office to cast their respective vote 
for the public good or for their own 
agenda?
   Can Mayor Phil Amicone say he 
has conducted his strong mayor 
form of government to exact 
the best deal for Yonkersites by 
drawing upon the expertise of a 
lackluster Corporation Counsel to 
that end? Has he exacted the best 
deal for Yonkers? The answer is a 
big, “No!” 
   Can Councilmember Dee Barbato 
(District 6) cast a vote on anything 
in her “capacity” when she is fully 
aware that should she cast her 
vote counter to Mayor Amicone’s 
directive, she resigns herself into 
political purgatory specifically 
because she has plans to run for the 
office of President of the Yonkers 
City Council.  Her employment by 
the Westchester County Limousine 
Commission may disappear, as 
would her husband’s position for 
the Westchester County Clerk’s 
Office likely disappear, as would 
pressure be exacted on her son’s 
being able to hold onto his position 
in the Yonkers Police Department.
   Councilmember John Murtagh 
(District 5) similarly must do 
Mayor Amicone’s bidding if he 
wants to maintain his political 
focus on running for mayor should 
he lose the race against incumbent 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins? 
He changed his contrary demeanor 
once reality and pragmatism took 
hold of his potential political 

future.
   Minority Leader Liam McLaughlin 
(District 4), must also tow the line 
if he expects his wife to maintain 
her employment for Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel and he is 
permitted to build his law practice 
unfettered by political pressure.
   Councilmember Joan Gronowski 
(District 3) is unique because 
in Mayor Amicone’s attempt to 
marginalize, shun, and ostracize 
her from being party to information 
relevant to her making a decision 
one way or the other, the mayor 
has permitted her the freedom to 
ascertain what is best for the public 
good, despite the pejorative and 
demeaning brow beatings she has 
endured by his verbal assaults. City 
Hall has deleted her vote from any 
future equation or outcome they can 
fathom.
   Majority Leader Sandy Annabi 
(District 2) has been threatened by 
alleged federal oversight by rumors 
concocted  by fertile minds, yet 
devoid of fact, that have nurtured a 
fear in her that may coax a vote that 
is not indicative of her best effort 
for the public good and deleterious 
to her moral and ethical compass. 
   Councilmember Patricia McDow 
(District 1) has focused on securing 
an affordable housing component 
in the SFC Yonkers Project that 
she believes she has secured yet 
she has nothing in writing and is 
being played for a fool by believing 
that she has secured a 10 percent 
affordable housing component that 
is a far cry from the 20 percent 
standard adopted throughout 
the nation over a minimum of a 
decade. She will be lucky to see 
one-quarter of the housing units 

she was promised. McDow sits on 
the New Main Street Development 
Corporation whose mission 
statement is to use the infusion of 
$24 million in state funds to fund 
the purchase of buying property by 
the use of eminent domain for the 
purpose of daylighting the river. 
This is a major conflict of interest. 
How can you vote on issues of 
eminent domain when eminent 
domain is part of the SFC Yonkers 
issue. She is being played for a 
Chump.
   Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick has been and 
continues to be all over the map 
as far as the SFC Yonkers Project 
is concerned. He has conducted 
himself for his personal agenda, 
hoping to buy political goodwill 
by conducting his effort for Mayor 
Amicone over the public good in 
order to secure personal political 
revenue for a future run for Yonkers 
City Council President next year, or 
for political capital for US Congress. 
Lesnick also sits on the New Main 
Street Development Corporation 
(NMSDC). He may suggest that 
Inspector General Phil Zisman has 
ruled that there is no conflict on his 
or McDow sitting on the NMSDC. 
The inspector general’s failure to 
recognize a conflict of interest in a 
situation so glaring is detrimental 
to his effectiveness as part of the 
oversight mechanism which is the 
issue that has caused consternation 
among an intelligent and lucid 
public. Chimp. 
   Who do you trust? Is there anyone 
to trust? Tell us who and explain 
why!

great independent candidate for 
President. Alas, it did not work out 
that way, so he turned his attention 
homeward. 
   Experts and the public agree 
that Bloomberg has been a good 
mayor for two terms. In the 20th 
century, three mayors served three 
terms, LaGuardia, Wagner and 
Koch. Two mayors completed 
two terms, Lindsay and Giuliani. 
Among the three men who were 
mayor for twelve years, however, it 
is generally agreed that their third 
term was the least satisfying to the 
public. Go ask Ecclesiastes why 
this is so.
   We believe that the people should 
be given the opportunity to re-elect 
the mayor if they so desire. It may 
be unfair for him to be forbidden to 
run by a twelve-year old decision, 
but it was the decision of the people. 
The fairness argument is weakened 
somewhat by the fact that the mayor 
will spend a hundred million dollars 
or more to secure re-election. Is 
that fair to his opponents? The 
United States Supreme Court ruled, 
however, in Buckley v. Valeo (1976) 
that money is speech, and limits 
on spending your own money are 
unconstitutional infringements of 
free speech. 
   There is the small problem 

that what the mayor wants to do 
happens to be illegal under the City 
Charter. It would violate a provision 
approved by public referenda in 
1993 and 1996. That’s no problem 
for 51 jolly incumbents, they’ll just 
change the charter. That path may 
or may not be legal, the courts will 
decide, probably next year. There 
is, however, no law that says the 
Council cannot overrule the public 
on a specific issue that has been 
decided by referenda, although 
there certainly should be. 
   If the public, in referendum, choose 
to amend or repeal term limits, 
there would be nothing morally 
wrong about such a decision. It’s 
reasonable for people to be of 
different minds on the issue. Cities 
and states have various laws on  
the subject.
   But it is the people, not the 
incumbent officials, who should 
decide how long the people they 
elect should be allowed to serve. 
The argument that elections 
provide automatic term limits 
is disingenuous. People do 
not generally know who their 
Councilmember is, their districts 
are gerrymandered for racial and 
political reasons, and the media 
generally do not cover local races. 
On the other hand, they know 

who the mayor is, the City and the 
boroughs cannot be gerrymandered, 
and high officials receive media 
attention, both good and bad.
   There is a stronger rationale 
for extending the 
mayor’s eligibility 
from two terms to 
three than there is 
for the Council. 
The people know 
who is running for 
mayor, and whether 
they like him or 
her. Most have 
no such insight 
regarding their local 
councilmember.
   Nonetheless, 
the Council, as a 
price for giving 
the mayor a shot 
at a third term, has demanded it for 
themselves. And the mayor, who 
recently said that an extension of 
term limits was “disgusting,” finds 
four extra years for these relative 
nonentities a small price to pay for 
giving him four more years to save 
the city from fiscal ruin. 
   For the 51 Councilmembers 
extending their own terms in 
defiance of two referenda would be 
the mother of conflicts of interest.
   It may be legal, but it stinks. The 

Mayor Mike Bloomberg and New York City Council Want Four More Years

particular irony here is that most of 
today’s incumbents are on the council 
only because their predecessors, in 
four cases their parent (three fathers 
and one mother), were forced out 

in 2001 by the 
term limits law. So 
the beneficiaries 
of term limits now 
seek unilaterally 
to repeal the law 
that put them in the 
council in the first 
place. 
   Term extension 
would be joke if 
the mayor were 
not personally 
involved. There is 
a credible case that 
he would be a better 
and more effective 

mayor than any of his current 
rivals: the Comptroller Thompson, 
Congressman Weiner, Speaker 
Quinn and Councilmember Avella. 
The field, however, is comparable 
with other years. There are many 
months left for other candidates to 
join the race. It is for the people, 
however, not the incumbent 
Councilmembers, to determine 
eligibility to run.
   A just solution to the problem is 
possible, legal, fair and reasonable. 

Let there be a Charter Revision 
Commission, with the object of 
submitting proposals to extend 
term limits. Let the voters decide 
at a special referendum whether 
or not they favor it. Preferably, the 
proposal should not come from the 
Council itself, laden as it is with 
self-interest, but from a Charter 
Revision Commission, which would 
hold hearings, consider alternatives 
and place their recommendation on 
the ballot in the Spring. 
   Those who would not give the 
public a chance to vote on whether 
their earlier decisions should be 
repealed or amended are self-
serving enemies of democracy. 
They deserve the public contempt 
which eventually they will receive. 
   We hope that the council will 
follow the democratic process in 
this matter. If they seek to over-rule 
the public by their own fiat, many 
New Yorkers will be disappointed. 
The mayor deserves an opportunity 
to seek re-election, which if 
done properly would conform 
with fairness and justice. His 
change of heart does not bother us 
particularly; no one voted for him 
in 2005 because they thought it was 
his final term. (Rule 14-N “Never 
say never.” People have the right 
to rethink their views, especially 

when the public interest is involved 
as well as their own.
   The fact that in this case a personal 
imperative appears dominant does 
not mean that he should be barred 
from taking his case to the people. 
They should be the final voice on 
this issue. They have spoken twice, 
but the last time was twelve years 
ago, and it is not unreasonable to 
ask them again. For the legislature 
to attempt to over-rule the public 
will on its own would be an insult 
to the democratic process. 
   This is probably the most important 
vote that Councilmembers will take 
in this session. It is more than a vote 
on term limits, it is a vote on the 
rule of law and justice. We will soon 
learn where each Councilmember 
stands.
   Your comments are welcome 
and will be posted on our www.
NYCivic.org blog, subject to 
standards of libel and common 
decency.

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse through his archive 
at www.NYCivic.org  and direct 

e-mail to StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

   This is a cautionary tale, a story 
of conspiracy, wherein an elderly, 
patriotic, maverick of a senator, 
running for president, who would 
“rather loose the 
election, than a 
war,” plans to 
s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y 
throw an election 
so that his “friend 
across the aisle,” 
a much younger, 
better educated 
and more “able” 
senator, would 
u l t i m a t e l y 
be elected. 
   Cain, is an honorable man; 
a decorated soldier, a POW 
during an unpopular war decades 
ago, and long-time antagonist 
to both the “Religious Right” 
and the “NeoCon Extremists,” 
which have seized control and 
twisted the virtues of his Party.  
   It is against this unholy alliance, 
that Cain secretly sets his sights and 
fights his undeclared war. While 
the multitudes continue to focus 
their attention on the economy and 
yet another unpopular conflict in 
the Middle East, Cain is intent on 
wrestling away the stranglehold 
these two groups have over his 
Party.  It is winning this war that 
means the most to him. And, he 
is prepared, indeed preparing, to 
sacrifice his election as president, 
to once and for all rid his Party 
of the influences whose values so 
fundamentally clash with those upon 

which his great nation was founded.   
   Despite his best laid plans, 
he gets elected! This happens, 
notwithstanding his almost 

laughable pick, 
of a blatantly 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
running mate, whose 
strange beliefs 
appease both the 
“Religious Right” 
and “NeoCon 
Extremists,” and 
a platform, which 
was meant to 
offend the middle 
class majority.  

   Apparently his Party is so blinded 
by partisan ideology, or perhaps 
latent prejudice,  that little notice is 
taken of the fact that this would-be 
“emperor” has completely disrobed!  
   Not since Shakespeare’s “Comedy 
of Errors,” or was it “Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” have the best laid 
plans backfired and caused us so 
much trouble. 

 
Michael Arlen is an accomplished 
entrepreneur having been involved 

in the management of joint 
ventures in Hong Kong, Singapore, 

Taipei, Tokyo and Mexico City. 
He is currently in the process of 
launching a functional beverage 

company. Mr. Arlen holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 

Anthropology from U.C.L.A. and a 
Juris Doctorate from Loyola Law 

School. 

Cain Vs. Able
Life Imitating Art: A Treatment

By Michael Arlen

  With winds of change rivaling 
Hurricane Ike, John McCain’s 
historic VP pick of Alaska Governor 
Sarah Palin has blown away the 
left’s mask of “inclusive tolerance,” 
exposing an ugly and desperate 
countenance below. Flummoxed 
and frantic, their shameful attacks 
on Palin and her family have 
revealed that liberal Democrats, 
the mainstream media, and those 
malicious hacks in the “progressive” 
blogosphere are willing to navigate 
the deepest, darkest sludge of slash-
and-burn politics to see their man, 
Barack Obama, elected President. 
   But Palin may have gotten the last 
laugh Thursday night by delivering 
a sound victory over Joe Biden in the 
Vice Presidential debate. Her wit, 
confidence and folksy demeanor 
was reminiscent of another great 
maverick, Ronald Reagan. In 
just 90 minutes, she managed to 
shatter the false bimbo image the 
mainstream media have spent 
weeks meticulously fabricating. 
   Gov. Palin’s performance has 
shamed Katie Couric, Charlie 
Gibson and the rest of the media 
elites – If they have any shame.  By 
all indications, they don’t.  The way 
the left has dispensed with the hold-
harmless tradition of “hands-off 
the kids” and gone after the Palin 
children is both deplorable and 
unprecedented. It tells Republicans, 
Independents, and moderate 
Democrats alike everything they 
need to know about the extremist 
nature of “Obama-mania.”    

You’re an Angry Feminist?
That’s so Cute

By J. Matt Barber

   Examples are plentiful. NBC 
joked that Todd Palin – Gov. 
Palin’s husband and father to her 
five beautiful kids – was having 
incestuous sexual relations with his 
own minor daughters, in a disgusting 
and decidedly unfunny hit-skit on 
Saturday Night 
Live. And Lefty 
pro-bama blogs, 
such as the Daily 
Kos, have targeted 
teenage daughter, 
Bristol, cruelly 
attacking her 
over and again on 
a personal level. 
(I imagine Todd’s 
itchin’ to drag 
those patchouli-
bathed pansies 
out to the woodshed for a not-so-
tender lesson in how to properly 
treat his little girl.) 
   “How dare McCain pick her?” 
they bellow. “How cynical.” To 
them, she’s not a real woman 
and they’ve said as much. Just as 
Clarence Thomas is really a rich 
white guy in blackface, she’s just a 
misogynistic female impersonator. 
   Not surprisingly, the ultraliberal 
and presumptuously self-styled 
“National Organization for Women” 
has been beating the warpath 
drums, claiming that Palin is “… 
more a conservative man than she is 
a woman.” And Wendy Doniger – a 
feminist Kool-Aid guzzler with the 
University of Chicago – wrote in 
Newsweek that “[Palin’s] greatest 

hypocrisy is in her pretense that she 
is a woman.” (Sorry, gals; Sarah 
Palin’s most definitely a woman. 
Suppose some of that hate boils 
down to the fact that the governor 
is so easy on the eyes?) 
   Still, it was über-fem, Gloria 

Steinem, who 
placed her finger 
directly on 
liberal feminists’ 
true bone of 
contention with 
Palin, writing, 
“She opposes 
just about every 
issue that women 
support. … 
[She] opposes 
everything most 
other women 

want and need.” Of course, Madam 
Steinem’s “everything most other 
women want and need” can be 
summed up in a single word: 
abortion. 
   Palin blew it, you see. She made 
an unforgivable “choice.” She 
publicly expressed, through both 
word and selfless deed, that she 
values all people during every stage 
of development, from conception 
to natural death. Most egregiously, 
she refused the sacrificial rite of 
passage into authentic womandom. 
She declined to slaughter her own 
unborn child, Trig, to goddess 
feminism – even after doctors told 
her he was one of those Down 
syndrome throwaways. Steinem 
called her own abortion a, “pivotal 

and constructive experience.” I 
guess, according to these nasty 
ninnies, we simply can’t have a Vice 
President who “lacks experience” 
in “pivoting” and “constructing.” 
   Think about it. Sarah Palin is 
poised to undo much of what the 
left has accomplished. Imagine her 
as a role model for millions upon 
millions of young girls around the 
world. Imagine those young girls 
embracing life over death on the 
abortion issue – embracing true 
feminism over angry, abortion-
centric feminism. They absolutely 
can’t have that and will stop at 
nothing to destroy her. We expect 
liberal bias from the media and 
other leftist elites. But this time 
around, the bias is off the charts. 
It’s finally exposed liberals for who 
they truly are, and we have Sarah 
Palin to thank for it.
   The reality is that – except for those 
who, like Gloria Steinem, think 
the preamble to the Declaration of 
Independence should have read: 
“All women are endowed by mother 
earth with the inalienable right to eat 
their own young” – Sarah Palin has 
connected with average Americans. 
Especially with women. Most 
notably (oh glory day) with Hillary 
Clinton supporters. 

Matt Barber is Director of Cultural 
Affairs with Liberty Counsel and 

Associate Dean with Liberty 
University School of Law. Send 

comments to Matt at 
 jmattbarber@comcast.net. 
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used wisely and appropriately. For 
too long, the details of State and 
local government finance have been 
cloaked from public view. But New 
Yorkers have a right to know how 
their tax dollars are being spent. 
The more New Yorkers know, the 
more efficient their government 
will be. 
   That’s why I created 
OpenBookNewYork.com. 
   Open Book New York gives 
taxpayers unprecedented access to 
local government finance.  “New 
Yorkers have a right to know how 
their tax dollars are spent, and Open 
Book delivers that information with 
just a few mouse clicks. 
   As New York’s chief fiscal 
officer, I want to make sure 

the public has a clear window 
into the finances of government 
at the state and local levels.  
   Since going live in June, the 
easy-to-use Web site has provided 
New Yorkers with a searchable 
database of spending by 113 State 
agencies and more than 60,000 
State contracts. Open Book New 
York represents the closest thing 
to real-time financial tracking the 
state has ever seen. The contracts 
database can be searched by state 
agency, company, timeframe, 
dollar amount, and more.  
   That was just the beginning. 
Last week, we upgraded the site 
to include revenue and spending 
data from more than 3,100 local 
governments between 1996 through 

2006. With Open Book New York, 
budget information from every 
city, county, town, and village – 
as well as fire and school districts 
– is just a few mouse clicks away.  
   There’s more to come; 
improvements are in the pipeline that 
will continue to foster transparency 
and openness in government. 
Democracy is a participation sport, 
and Open Book lets every citizen 
participate.  New Yorkers now 
have access to the information 
they need to hold government 
accountable and make sure their 
tax dollars aren’t being wasted.    
   Visit the Website, check out how 
your tax dollars are being spent, and 
get involved. Democracy doesn’t 
work unless we all participate. 

   Are you as tired as I am of hearing 
the liberal lamentation that Sarah 
Palin would be a “heartbeat away 
from the presidency” if anything 
happened to McCain? They say 
it with such feigned sincerity as 
though that was the real reason 
for their concern. They refuse to 
admit that the Alaska Governor 
was a brilliant choice and the 
perfect partner for McCain in 
reforming government. The truth 
is; they wouldn’t be attacking her 
if they weren’t in a panic about the 
way she has revitalized the GOP 
ticket.  Obama can’t admit that he 
goofed when he spitefully refused 
to select Hillary as his running mate, 
her 18 million votes in the primary 
notwithstanding. Now, his opponent 
has an incorruptible, God-fearing, 
courageous woman who truly 
connects with the values of Middle 
America. Palin represents a clear 

Weir Only Human
Pride, Prejudice and The Okey Doke

By Bob Weir

and present danger to left wingers 
who want to continue the liberal 
policies that have brought about 
the current financial crisis. Keep in 
mind; it was liberal lawmakers who 
forced financial institutions to give 
credit to people with no collateral 
and not enough income to repay 
the loans. Basically, they said it 
was illegal to discriminate against 
people who want to own a house, 
car, etc., just because they can’t 
afford them. (I’m on my way to the 
nearest Rolls Royce dealership.) 
   During the Primary, when 
Obama was fighting off the Clinton 
machine, he made references to “the 
okey doke,” an old term for a feint, 
which is a trick that pretends to be 
striking a blow in one direction, in 
order to distract the opponent from 
noticing the real direction of the 
blow. Democrats are using the okey 
doke on voters in order to distract 

attention from 
the lack of 
experience in 
their standard 
bearer. Hence, 
instead of 
talking about 
Obama’s lack 
of experience 
at the top of the ticket, they distort 
the question by concentrating 
on Palin, who is running for the 
bottom of the ticket. Furthermore, 
by continually suggesting that Palin 
may be called to “take over,” they 
are slyly insinuating that McCain is 
so old that it’s very likely he’ll keel 
over any day. (McCain’s mother is 
95 and has more energy than most 
people half her age.) As usual, 
liberals are very selective with their 
prejudice. These are the same people 
who will tell you how adamant they 
are about fighting discrimination, 

but they have 
no qualms about 
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g 
against McCain 
because of his age.  
     While New 
York Times 
columnist Bob 
Herbert screeches 

hysterically about Palin not having 
a good grasp of the issues, he 
suspiciously fails to mention the 
goofy gaffe made by the other Veep 
candidate. When referring to Palin’s 
interview with Katie Couric, Herbert 
wrote: “It was surreal, the kind of 
performance that would generate 
a hearty laugh if it were part of a 
Monty Python sketch.” Could it 
be that Herbert missed the Biden 
interview with Couric?  “When 
the Stock Market crashed in 1929, 
Franklin Roosevelt got on television 
and explained what happened to 

the American people,” said the 
Delaware Senator. Any high school 
history student would have known 
that Herbert Hoover was president 
in 1929 and television hadn’t been 
invented yet. Can you imagine what 
would have happened if Sarah Palin 
had made that statement on national 
television? Radical Democrats 
would be organizing street rallies 
demanding that McCain take her 
off the ticket for the sake of the 
country’s future. Yet, not a syllable 
is written by Herbert about hearty 
laughs and Monty Python sketches 
regarding Biden’s blunder.  
     The attacks on Sarah Palin have 
been as vicious as they have been 
relentless and she has handled 
them with the dignity, patience and 
intellect of someone who knows 
who she is and is not about to be 
rattled by a coterie of hate-filled 
zealots who seek to dismantle the 

wholesome image that earned her 
the highest rating of any governor 
in the country. Think about it; 
liberals want more state-mandated 
handouts, a socialistic scheme to 
redistribute wealth, higher taxes to 
feed the insatiable appetite of an 
ever burgeoning government and 
other programs that play fast and 
loose with other people’s money. 
That’s why they want nothing to 
do with reformers like McCain 
and Palin. They live in fear of a 
restoration of the values and proud 
traditions that have made us the 
strongest nation on earth. If Obama 
is elected, every time you reach into 
your wallet, you’ll be holding hands 
with the president. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

ConEd Employees
   The people of Westchester 
County are fortunate to be served 
by the dedicated line crews of Con 
Edison – a dedication we witnessed 
firsthand when they joined line 
workers from FirstEnergy utilities 
to restore service to about one 
million of our customers following 
high winds on September 14. 
   This storm caused widespread and 
unprecedented damage throughout 
our electric system, requiring repairs 
at thousands of locations.  Con 
Edison employees worked side-by-
side with our crews under some of 
the most difficult conditions we’ve 
seen in years, and their support 
played a key role as we were able 
to restore service to our customers 
as quickly as possible. 
   We can assure you that our 
FirstEnergy companies stand ready 
to provide the same aggressive 
response should your area be faced 
with similar conditions. 
   The lights are back on and Con 
Edison crews are back home – and 
we’re thankful for the support they 
provided to this extraordinary effort.   
 
Anthony J. Alexander
President and CEO, 
FirstEnergy Corp.
Akron, OH

Greg Ball is Second to 
None
   New York State Senator Vincent 
Leibell’s letter of September 2008 
criticizing Greg Ball and mailed to 
my home was received with strong 
resentment.
   The smear tactics used were way 
out of line, and used by a desperate 
person to get his candidate John 
Degnan elected at any price. I know 
many Republicans resent using 
Southeast Republican Committee 
funds to fight against Greg Ball, the 
hardest working, most enlightening 
and dynamic State Representative 
to come along in decades. He is 
our only hope to curb overtaxation 
which has grown under the 
senator’s watch during his 26 years 
of legislative service.
   School taxes have sent many 
wonderful people south to escape 
losing their homes. A group took 
the state of Texas to court, and 
the state Supreme Court ruled on 
11/23/05 that taxing property to pay 
for schools was unconstitutional, 
and that the state had to come up 
with a new tax plan. Where was 
our Senator during this important 
event? If tax groups from all over 
New York continue to join Greg 
Ball, we will form the largest anti-
tax group second to none, and then 
maybe we will get results.

   Why would the Senator try to 
silence and destroy Greg Ball, who 
has worked day and night in his 
two years, to bring Government 
of the people, by the people, 
and for the people to suppressed 
taxpayers? Thanks to the many 
people who voted overwhelmingly 
for Greg Ball, they have shown that 
they cannot be bought and mind 
controlled. We still have hope.
   Vote for Greg Ball in November.

Daniel E. Coombs 

Patterson, NY 

Blunt Instrument
To the Editor of The Westchester 
Times Tribune:
   Peggy Godfrey’s Op-Ed Column 
(October 2nd edition) on the recent 
Assembly debate between George 
Latimer and Rob Biagi presented 
the type of report only a certified 
Spin Doctor could produce.  Having 
attended the debate myself, I saw 
and heard a completely different 
story. 
   On the much-discussed school 
tax cap proposal, Biagi endorsed 
the use of this “blunt instrument”.  
Latimer’s position was more 
detailed: to reduce school property 
taxes, the state must begin first with 
a state mandate relief plan, followed 
by a tax cut/ circuit breaker that 
reduces taxes for homeowners.  
The tax cut proposal is more 
popular across the state, based on 
a July Siena College poll.  Godfrey 
conveniently references an earlier 
poll that left out the tax cut option.
   On the New Rochelle Armory, 
Latimer did not propose any 
single plan; he indicated that as 
a local issue, all options should 
be reviewed.  More importantly, 
Latimer noted that the principle of 
Home Rule was at stake; he stated 
that local residents and voters in 
each community must make local 
land use decisions, citing Rye and 
Mamaroneck, as two examples of 
land-use issues, before calling in 
the State to use its powers. 
   Latimer also spoke forcefully 
regarding his efforts to get New 
York State officials to advance 
their reconstruction project on the 
New Rochelle bridges; Godfrey 
completely missed the mark on that 
response.
   We need truth-in-advertising in 
such articles.  I am a Democrat, and 
a supporter of George Latimer.  But 
I would never misrepresent what 
Rob Biagi says or believes.  Peggy 
Godfrey may be an interesting 
columnist, but she is also a New 
Rochelle Republican District 
Leader who has carried Rob Biagi’s 
petitions.  Thus, she is hardly 

an objective “reporter” on what 
happened at this debate. 
 
Sincerely,
Brian Sussman
New Rochelle, NY 10801

NY State Senate Election
   In 1960, my uncle Joe Nowicki 
was elected to the New York State 
legislature.  His comment after 
attending his first legislative session 
was “the best thing we could do for 
the citizens of New York would be to 
all go home.”  He was discouraged 
with the mismanagement and 
corruption in Albany.
   Not much seems to have 
changed in Albany in the last half 
century.  The lack of leadership 
and fiscal discipline now means 
that Westchester County has the 
highest rate of property tax in the 
country, according to data from 
the Washington, DC based Tax 
Foundation.  Add in State taxes 
and the result is that Westchester 
County residents face the highest 
overall tax burden in the US. 
   When I left Larchmont to go to 
college in 1979, local property 
taxes were one-seventh of what 
they are today.  Returning to 
Larchmont with my family in 2002, 
property taxes in Larchmont had 
risen to 70% of average US median 
household income.  
   As a resident and business owner 
in Westchester, I can’t help but feel 
that our leaders have let us down.  
Albany can’t seem to prioritize 
spending needs and Westchester 
isn’t receiving its fair share of 
revenue.  Suzi Oppenheimer, our 
NY State senator for the past 24 
years, has not served Westchester 
well.  For example, in 2008, 
Suzi missed both a vote to pass 
Governor Paterson’s property tax 
cap proposal and also a vote to 
provide billions in mandated relief 
to local governments. Unfunded 
mandates are part of the reason 
why property taxes are so high in 
Westchester County.
   It’s time for new leadership in 
Albany.  Liz Feld, our mayor in 
Larchmont, has done an outstanding 
job of building a coalition of both 
local parties and together they have 
made sensible budget judgments 
for the Village of Larchmont.  I am 
confident that she will work well 
with other legislators in Albany to 
both lower taxes and provide great 
services to our county.  Let’s send 
a representative to Albany who will 
represent us well.
 
Ed Colloton 
Larchmont, NY 10538

http://OpenBookNewYork.com
http://OpenBookNewYork.com
http://www.firstenergeycorp.com
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SCARSDALE, NY -- The Hoff-
Barthelson Music School is to 
present soprano Jenny Hayden in an 
HB Artist Series recital on Sunday, 
October 26, at 4 pm, at Scarsdale 
Community Baptist Church, 
Popham and Autenrieth Roads, in 
Scarsdale, NY. She will be joined 
by pianist David Oei.  
   Ms. Hayden will sing a romantic 
program ranging from Irish songs in 
arrangement to Tres Poemas, Opus 
81 of Joaquin Turina. The sets of 
songs include three Samuel Barber 
pieces, St. Ita’s Vision, Monks and 
Raisins and Nuvoletta; three pieces 
by Maurice Ravel, L’Habanera, 
Sainte and Air du Feu; Francis 
Poulenc’s C, Violon and Fleurs; 
arrangements of I Know Where 
I’m Going, B for Barney and The 
Leprechaun, as well as Friedrich 
von Flotow’s The Last Rose of 
Summer. Also on the program, 
David Oei will play a solo piano 
work, Nocturne for Dani, by Dan 
Welcher. 
   An artist who is at home in both 
concert and opera performances, Ms. 
Hayden has been hailed by critics 
as “a pearl of coloratura flexibility 

Hoff-Barthelson Music School Presents 
Soprano Jenny Hayden and Pianist 

David Oei in Recital
and sheer charm.”  She is known in 
Europe for her operatic roles, but 
here in the United States has turned 
her attention to recital and chamber 

music performance. As both soprano 
soloist and narrator, Ms. Hayden 
has offered dramatic performances 
of Jon Deak’s Rapunzel and Bruce 
Adolphe’s Little Red Riding Hood. 
She has sung at the Yale Center for 
British Art; among her many credits 
are Festivals such as  Marlboro and 
Aspen and appearances with the 
Chautauqua Opera, Chattanooga 
Opera, the West Virginia Symphony 
and the Treasure Coast Opera of 
Florida. Last year she sang Barber’s 

Knoxville: Summer of 1915 with 
the Walla Walla Symphony and 
presented the world premiere of 
Elfrida Andrée’s Svanen with that 
ensemble.  
   David Oei was a soloist with the 
Hong Kong Philharmonic at the age 
of nine and has since performed with 
major orchestras, including the New 
York Philharmonic, the Pittsburgh 
and Baltimore Symphonies. As a 
guest artist, he has performed with 
the Audubon Quartet, Da Capo 
Chamber Players, St. Luke’s and 
Orpheus Chamber Ensembles; and 
the Chamber Music Society of 
Lincoln Center. 
   The Hoff-Barthelson Music 
School, one of Westchester 
County’s most cherished and active 
cultural resources, has achieved 
national recognition as a premier 
community music school for its 
unsurpassed leadership in education, 
performance and outreach for more 
than half a century. 
   Admission to the concert is $14 
adults, $13 seniors, $12 Friends 
of Hoff-Barthelson, and free of 

charge to students.  Information: 
914-723-1169.

WHITE PLAINS, NY --The 
Westchester Disability Advocacy 
Partnership (WDAP), has 
announced that its fall film series 
on issues of importance to people 
with disabilities will start on 
Monday, Oct. 6, with a showing of 
the Academy Award winning “My 
Left Foot”.
   This film – and the two others 
that will follow on Monday, Nov., 
3, and Monday, Dec. 1 -- will be 
shown at the White Plains Library 
free of charge at 6:30 p.m.  Each 
presentation will include a talk by 
an  expert on the subject covered by 
the movie..
    “Our goal is to generate 
awareness of the challenges and 
choices people with disabilities 
encounter in assimilating into 
society as employed and active 
members in their communities,” 
said WDAP co-chairs Liz Mark and 
Lisa Tarricone.  
   They added that WDAP 
will continue the series in the 
spring of 2009, with a focus on 
family challenges in dealing 
with disabilities.  Individuals or 
organizations that would like to 
have a sign language interpreter 
present are encouraged to call 914-
682-3926 x 112 at least one week 

Free “Fresh Focus on (Dis)Ability”  
Fall Film Series

before each film showing.  
   The fall program, shaped by a 
WDAP film committee chaired by 
Robin Osborne of the Westchester 
Library System and Meghan 

Scheffling of Westchester Disabled 
on the Move, is as follows:
Monday, Oct. 6, “My Left Foot”
   This movie, for which Daniel Day-
Lewis received a best actor Oscar, 
tells the story of Christy Brown, 
the acclaimed Irish artist who had 
a severe case of cerebral palsy since 
birth.  The only limb over which he 
had control was his left foot.
Guest speaker:  Kyle Larson, 
disability advocate who works as 
a volunteer legislative assistant 

for a local disability advocacy 
organization.
Monday, Nov. 3, “Body and Soul: 
Diana & Kathy”
   Two disability rights activists, a 
woman with Down Syndrome and 
another with Cerebral Palsy, vow 
to live independent lives.  They 
encounter new challenges when 
aging and a medical crisis threaten 
their freedom. 
Guest speaker: Simone Pero Audi, 
co-producer of the film and founder 
of For Impact Productions, LLC.
Monday, Dec. 1, “When Billy 
Broke His Head … and other 
tales of wonder”
   This is a documentary about 
Billy Golfus, an award-winning 
radio journalist who became brain 
injured in a motor scooter accident.  
He describes the film as one which 
“ain’t exactly your inspirational 
cripple story.”  Instead, it is a 
documentary with attitude that will 
entertain, enlighten and even enrage 
its viewers.
Guest speaker:  Richard Manley, 
Former head of the Westchester 
Office for the Disabled   
 
All films in the series will be 
captioned and have verbal prompts 
for people who are vision impaired.

   As the financial industry slips 
further into despair and drags the 
economy down with it, I can’t 
help wondering how the brightest 
minds in the financial world failed 
to see this coming.  The only 
answer I get in return from our 
esteemed presidential candidates, 
the talking heads on TV and 
virtually everyone else I’ve asked 
is one word: greed.  The bankers’ 
greed has screwed us all so the 
story goes.  That answer appeals 
to my sense of outrage just as I 
imagine it appeals to yours.  There 
is just one small problem, that 
answer directly contradicts one 
of the most stable findings in the 
history of psychological research. 
   Greed is all about a ravenous 
appetite for personal gain. It’s about 
stopping at nothing and risking 
anything, to get ahead.  However, 
we know for a fact that most 
people simply will not take risks 
merely to get ahead. My research 

The Financial Crisis is About Fear, Not Greed 

By Nick Tasler

confirms decades of decision 
making research before it revealing 
time and again that 75% of people 
are cautious and only 25% are 
risky and impulsive.  Most people 
worry far more about falling behind 
than they worry about getting 
ahead.  That is why courage is 
so rare and fear is so common. 
   This phenomenon is especially 
true in the banking industry.  In 
fact, Goldman Sachs is consistently 
lauded by analysts for embracing 
a culture of risk-taking instead 
of discouraging risk.  For most 
banks, risk is to be avoided like 
a plague-infested rat.  It’s worth 
noting that at the present, the risky 
Goldman Sachs is one of the only 
banks who did not over-invest in 
mortgages and remains relatively 
healthy now because of it. 
   In the beginning of the housing 
bubble, a small number of impulsive 
hedge fund managers and mortgage 
brokers certainly led the sub-

prime charge.  Indeed, they sought 
to get ahead 
by exploiting 
loopholes in 
lending laws.  But 
they alone could 
not cause a 
bubble.  There 
simply aren’t 
enough impulsive 
buyers or lenders 
to impact the 
market this 
dramatically.  The 
real problems 
began when 
everyone else 
got involved. 
As the housing 
bubble built, the 
cautious majority of home-buyers 
and bankers alike decided that 
the real risk was not getting in on 
the housing market.  That’s when 
things spiraled out of control. 
   We ignored the downright silly 

loan terms.  We talked ourselves 
into buying (and 
u n d e r w r i t i n g ) 
with little quips 
of rationalization 
like “if we don’t 
get in now, we’ll 
never get in!”  The 
implication of 
such a suggestion 
is that everyone 
else is already “in” 
and will continue 
driving prices up 
for eternity, and I 
will be left behind 
penniless and 

homeless.  Homebuyers 
feared falling behind their 
neighbors.  Banks feared falling 
behind their competitors and 
mortgage business upstarts.  Just 
like in the greatest of classical 

tragedies, trying to outrun our 
fears is the very thing responsible 
for making those fears a reality. 
   It is true that what is done is done.  So 
why waste our time making esoteric 
arguments about the psychology 
of what went wrong?  Whether 
it’s greed or fear, who cares? 
   We are not out of the woods 
yet.  What went wrong is still going 
wrong.  The most dangerous part of 
a bursting bubble is the impulsive 
aftermath.  As the housing bubble 
bursts, dysfunctional impulsive 
behavior climaxes because the fear 
of losing compounds.  Typically 
cautious people make mad dashes 
for the exits and trample good 
judgment on the way out.  Until 
we address the root of the problem, 
fear and not greed, we’ll continue 
shooting ourselves in the collective 
foot wondering why poor impulsive 
choices persist long after greed has 
disappeared from the equation.  Like 
our superstitious ancestors, we’ll 

continue trying to end a drought with 
the modern equivalent of human 
sacrifices and rain dances.  We 
will try to cure a problem caused 
by fearful impulsivity by invoking 
a frightfully impulsive bailout, 
or some other knee-jerk reaction. 
   If we are going to get out of this 
mess, we must stop digressing 
into the same old game of pin-
the-blame-on-greed.  It is time for 
cooler heads to prevail. It is time 
that all of us, congress, bankers, 
Americans, start addressing the real 
problem, and stop letting fearful 
impulses guide our decisions. 
 
Nick Tasler is the director of research 
and development for TalentSmart, 
a global think tank. His new book, 
“The Impulse Factor: Why Some 
of Us Play It Safe and Others Risk 
It All,” addresses the advantages 
and pitfalls of impulsivity and risk-
taking, and is published by Simon 
& Schuster.

DRC, and the White House reflects 
the convoluted relationships of the 
factions involved in the struggle. 
His heroine, Valerie Grey, is a TV 
journalist who uncovers the scheme 
and fights to expose it to the world.
   Donelson believes that ethnic 

Novelist Vows to Break the Silence about Congo Humanitarian Crisis
conflicts like those between the 
Tsutis and Hutus that spilled over 
from Rwanda and between the 
Hema and Lindu are fronts for war 
lords looking to control territory in 
the DRC where they can exploit 
natural resources. Many of those 

militias receive support, sometimes 
openly, from governments or rebel 
factions in neighboring countries.
   Donelson is a freelance writer and 
photographer. Heart of Diamonds 
is his third book. “Since I started 
writing the book, there have been 

glimmers of hope in the situation,” he 
points out. “But violence continues 
and hundreds of thousands of people 
are still suffering as refugees. Peace 
and prosperity are still a long way 
away.” He adds, “I hope Heart of 
Diamonds will help draw attention 

to the crisis.”
   Heart of Diamonds is published by 
Kunati Books, named Independent 
Publisher of the Year at the 2008 
Book Expo America.
   

Visit the Heart of Diamonds 
Website to read about Africa, 

view the photo gallery, and learn 
how you can make a difference. 
Questions and comments may 
be directed by email to dave@

heartofdiamonds.com.

RYE BROOK, NY -- This weekend, 
Connecticut author Tricia Grosso 
Clancy will conduct a book signing 
of her debut children’s book, “Dylan 
Remembers Daddy,” October 11, 
from 12:00 Noon through 3:00 pm 
at Borders, located at 106 S. Ridge 
St., in Rye Brook, NY 10573 
   Clancy, a marketing representative 
turned teacher, captures the heart of 
a young girl whose father has died 
and addresses the difficult emotions 
of losing a loved one. 
   In “Dylan Remembers Daddy,” 
four-year-old Dylan, with the 
innocence of a child, questions 
where her daddy has gone after he 
unexpectedly passes away. Travel 
with Clancy on a search that will 
help Dylan find her answer. Through 
one last visit, Dylan’s daddy leads 
her on a journey toward finding 
beloved reminders of him.

Local Teacher Authors Children’s Book

   “Dylan Remembers Daddy” is also 
an eLIVE title, meaning each printed 
copy contains a code redeemable 
for a free audio download of the 
book from the publisher’s website. 
eLIVE – Listen, Imagine, View, and 
Experience!
   

The book is available at any 

bookstore nationwide and can be 
ordered through the publisher at 
w w w. t a t e p u b l i s h i n g . c o m /
bookstore, 
or by visiting 
w w w . b o r d e r s . c o m / , 
b a r n e s a n d n o b l e . c o m ,  
a m a z o n . c o m ,  
or target.com.  

   Clancy currently resides in 
Norwalk, Connecticut. 

file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
http://HeartofDiamonds.com
mailto:dave@heartofdiamonds.com
mailto:dave@heartofdiamonds.com
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore
http://www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore
http://www.borders.com/
http://barnesandnoble.com
http://amazon.com
http://target.com
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 515 BROADWAY    DOBBS FERRY 10522 

  Holocaust    Remembrance    Program: 

SAVING   A   LIFE: 70 Years Later 

 

NOVEMBER 9  – NOVEMBER 14, 2008  between 9:30 -11:30  A.M.  

  

With cooperation of Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center Speakers Bureau, 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center and Rabbi Barry Kenter,  

the following survivors will speak to student groups and the community-at-large. 

(* =recommended for high school) 

 

! NOV 9 - SYLVIE LEDNICER born in Belgium, hidden by a Catholic family, 

returned to her grandmother after the war and came to the U.S. 

! NOV 12 - BETTINA GRAF born in Austria, experienced Kristallnacht in 1938,    

the “blitz” in London, and a torpedoed ship to the U.S. 

! NOV 13 - BETTY KNOOP * deported from Holland to Bergen-Belsen via the Dutch 

transit camp Westerbork (same camp as Anne Frank); established a new life after 

liberation by Soviets. 

! NOV 14 – ED LESSING * hid with his whole family 1942-45; joined resistance 

NOV 10 at 7:30 PM Interfaith Kristallnacht Remembrance Program, co-sponsored by 

Woodlands, featuring HELGA LUDEN, a German-born survivor who was hidden as a child 

in a convent in France.  She came to the U.S. from the Dominican Republic in 1946 and 

has been honored as a Woman of Valor. 

 

Admission is free, but reservat ions for groups are required by 

NOV. 3rd.         

           Plan for a two hour visit to include exhibit and speakers.   

Contact HELENE ALALOUF at 917-941-7577 or 
HAlalouf@aol.com 

The Good Life  
  Just Got Better.

Altheus Health & Sport  2 Clinton Avenue  Rye, New York 10580  914.921.3044  www.altheus.net

Westchester_HalfPage2_Right.indd   1 8/8/08   9:13:16 AM

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

   Graeme Base’s  latest creation 
ENIGMA: A Magical Mystery 
(Abrams Books for Young Readers, 
October, $19.95), follows in the 
tradition of his blockbuster New 
York Times bestselling picture 
book mystery The Eleventh Hour—
which has sold over 2 million copies 
worldwide.  Precocious protagonist 
Bertie Badger commands complete 
attention as he solves the mystery of 
the disappearing magicians’ props.  
   “This überpuzzle of a picture 
book asks readers to crack codes 
and find hidden pictures, all in 
aid of solving a mystery relayed 
in rhyming quatrains… will keep 
kids (and older siblings)poring 
closely over the pages for weeks, 
enthralled.”—Publishers Weekly, 
starred review
   Refusing to underestimate the 
picture book set, Base challenges 
his readers, and their parents, to pore 
over the carefully crafted pages that 
make up Bernie’s world as he visits 
his grandpa, Gadzooks the Great, 
in his Retirement Home for Elderly 
Magicians. Where else could he 
enjoy the company of a levitating 
Panda, a mystic tiger, a spell-
binding camel, a psychic parrot, and 
poodle known as The Mademoiselle 
of Mime? But disaster strikes when 
all of the retired magicians find 
that their indispensable tools of the 
trade have gone missing. Will the 

Australian Bestselling Author Returns 
with an Intricate Adventure for 

Readers

show really not go on? 
   Savvy readers will discover clues 
just as Bernie finds them as in Base’s 
trademark detailed illustrations, 
bursting the borders on every page. 
Just in case their eyes fail them, a 
coded breaker is included to help 
save the day. 
   ENIGMA calls out for repeat 
readings as readers are rewarded 
with the discovery of richer and 
richer worlds locked within each 
page. Base’s seemingly boundless 
imagination insures that will become 
an instant classic, a favorite of 
children, and parents, everywhere. 
With the book’s release coinciding 
with an author tour that will see 
Base travel across North America 
this fall and with the release of a 

new retrospective of Base’s work, 
The Art of Graeme Base, ENIGMA 
is sure to help solidify Base’s 
reputation as one of the master 
storytellers and illustrators of our 
time. 
   “That Graeme Base can bring us a 
show in words and pictures in ways 
that fire readers’
imaginations and enable them to 
empathize is his gift to the world.”
—from the forthcoming 
retrospective The Art of Graeme 
Base
   Graeme Base is one of the world’s 
leading creators of picture books. 
His alphabet book, Animalia, 
received international acclaim 
when it was first published in 1986, 
has achieved classic status with 
worldwide sales approaching three 
million copies, and has inspired 
an animated TV series. His other 
bestselling credits include The 
Eleventh Hour, The Water Hole, 
Jungle Drums, and Uno’s Garden. 
Graeme lives in Melbourne, 
Australia.
   ENIGMA: A Magical Mystery 
focuses on reading levels for ages 
4-8.
   Graeme Base’s author tour takes 
him to Diane’s Books of Greenwich 
(Greenwich, CT), on October 
15, 2008, at 3:00pm, and Books 
of Wonder (New York, NY), on 
October 18, 2008, at 12:00 Noon.

   I love that the warm days of 
summer have drifted into cooler 
days with crisp nights and that this 
extended weekend will offer us 
the chance to enjoy the beautiful 
autumn weather and gorgeous fall 
foliage.  
   There is always pumpkin picking, 
hayrides and a few early Halloween 
events that I can’t miss. One of 
the Hudson Valley’s best and 
favorites includes the Great Jack-
O-Lantern Blaze at Van Cortlandt 
Manor in Croton-on-Hudson. It is 
truly amazing to spend an evening 
there. Imagine meandering through 
a woodsy, darkened, riverside 
landscape trail and then discovering 
a breathtaking, artistic display 
of over 4,000 hand-carved and 
illuminated pumpkins strategically 
placed along the walk. With the 
winding dark paths at this 18th 
century mansion, spooky music and 
special lighting, this makes for an 
incredible and exciting adventure. 

You never know what you will 
see! From snakes to a giant spider 
web, to an undersea aquarium to 
dinosaurs – everything is made of 
pumpkins. This 18-day event is the 
largest of its kind in the area and 
ends on Halloween night October 
31 (of course).  
   Another spooky evening can be 
found at Legend Weekend Nights 
at Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy 
Hollow. On October 18-19 and 25-
26, the legend of Sleepy Hollow 
comes to life. Lit by candle lanterns 
and bonfires, you can wander 
through a haunted landscape filled 
with goblins and ghosts from 
Hudson Valley folklore. Both of 
these events are organized by the 
Historic Hudson Valley and tickets 
must be purchased in advance. Info: 
914 631-8200; www.hudsonvalley.
org. 
   This weekend is also a time 
for honoring the anniversary of 

Christopher Columbus’ historic 
arrival in the Americas in 1492. So 
after all of the parades, festivals and 
celebrations, on Sunday evening 
October 12, we can relax at the 
Paramount Center for the Arts in 
Peekskill. Singer and entertainer 
Doug Ferony will be celebrating 
Columbus Day … his way. He will 
be performing America’s Greatest 
Songs (think Frank Sinatra and 
Rat Pack classics, Tony Bennett, 
Bobby Darin and Dean Martin!) 
with special guest comedian 
Joseph Anthony from NBC’s Last 
Coming Standing. The show starts 
at 7. Info: 877-840-0457; www.
paramountcenter.org.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 
Website.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY and RYE 
BROOK, NY -- The Affiliated 
Police Association of Westchester, 
representing the various P.B.A.s 
and related law enforcement groups 
across the county, have endorsed 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
(D-Westchester, 91st A.D.) in his 
bid for a third term representing 
Sound Shore communities. The 
screening committee, including 
police representatives from New 
Rochelle and Rye Brook, met with 
both Latimer, and his opponent, 
Rob Biagi, and queried both on 
their positions and past efforts 
on behalf of the law enforcement 
community. “George has proven to 
be a friend to police officers, and 
a staunch fighter against crime”, 
Robert Buckley, head of the 
Westchester County Corrections 
Superior Officers Association said. 
“We endorse him wholeheartedly”. 

Police Groups Back Latimer

   Latimer, a Democrat, has voted 
many times to increase penalties 
for criminals, and to better protect 
police officers in the line of duty. 
He supported Civil Confinement 
for sex offenders, and for legislation 
that would provide harsher 
sanctions for those assaulting a 
police officer in the line of duty. 
   “I’m honored to have the support 
of the men and women in blue who 

protect us every day” Latimer said. 
“They deserve our help as they 
do their difficult job - whether 
they patrol our local streets, state 
highways, or the halls of our prisons”. 
   “The police endorsement is 
one more example. In every test 
of local support - endorsements 
by environmentalists and law 
enforcement officials, financial 
support from residents of the district, 
the number of people willing to 
sign nominating petitions or putting 
a sign on their lawn, George has 
won”, noted Fred Baron, Campaign 
Coordinator. “People know his hard 
work...they’ve seen the results he 
has delivered, and they’re simply 
not impressed by the angry rhetoric 
of his opponent. They’ve got a 
solid, hard-working representative 
in George, fighting for them in 
Albany. They know it, and they’re 
going to re-elect him”.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Paddington Stone, a nearly two-
year old real estate brokerage firm 
with two offices in White Plains, 
has announced the opening of a 
third office at 2 Purdy St., in Rye, 
NY.  The office, which will be 
known as Paddington Stone Realty 
of Rye, LLC opened its doors this 
past week noted founder and CEO, 
Adam Kessner (top right).
   Kessner also named Bill King 
(Goldens Bridge), formerly of the 
Rye office of Prudential Rand, 
Managing Partner of the office 
with staff, including agents Bob 
Leahy (Bronxville) (middle right), 
Rich Cohen (Scarsdale), and Tim 
Raynaud (Rye) (bottom right).
   “Since I am a homeowner in Rye 
and have lived here for seven years, 
it was a dream of mine to open 
in ‘my backyard,’” says founder 
Kessner, “With Bill and team, we 
have the perfect mix of seasoned, 
experienced realtors and eager, 
dynamic agents – each dedicated to 
helping buyers, sellers and renters in 
Rye fulfill their real estate goals.”  
   “The doom and gloom of the 
nation’s economy notwithstanding, 
a robust real estate market exists 
in Westchester for those who are 
creative and resourceful,” said Bill 
King,   “…And I am happy to be in 

Westchester Real Estate Firm Opens 
Third Location

Paddington Stone Thrives as Some Older Companies Merge or Close
association with a company such as 
Paddington Stone which definitely 
fits those criteria. 
   With many of the area’s “brand 
name” companies merging or 
closing their doors, Paddington 
Stone is unique in combining “tried-
and-true” real estate marketing/sales 
strategies with new ways to market 
via the Internet and social media. 
To that end, the company’s talented 
young team recently completed 
leasing out 66 Main Street on the 
Yonkers waterfront and anticipates 
the lease-up of the Gramercy, a 
270-unit luxury rental building in 
White Plains, to be complete by the 
end of October.
   Paddington Stone is a full-service 
real estate and brokerage firm, 
with two offices in White Plains: 
288 Mamaroneck Avenue, 914-
686-4100, and 4 Martine Avenue, 
914-437-5400.  The company was 
founded in 2007 and currently has 
30 agents on staff and $1 million in 
revenues expected this year. 

  For further information, visit 
the www.paddingtonstone.com 

Website.

http://www.hudsonvalley.org/
http://www.hudsonvalley.org/
http://www.paramountcenter.org/
http://www.paramountcenter.org/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.paddingtonstone.com
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A FREE Outdoor Concert

Dedication

Clay Art Center
Music Witness® & 

Arts for Art Present

The performers will be interacting musically with the 

ceramic art installation by Jeff Schlanger of 49 Faces 

from CHILE • NEW YORK • IRAQ 

on the front wall of the Clay Art Center as part of 

All Fired Up!:  A Celebration of Clay in Westchester. 

The outdoor ceramic sculpture installation will be on 

view through the end of November.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:  914 -  937- 2047

Saturday October 11, 2008 @ 5pm

40 Beech Street
Port Chester, NY

Featuring:
ROY CAMPBELL - Trumpet
JOE McPHEE - Saxophone
BOB STEWART - Tuba
ZEN MATSUURA - Drums

WASHINGTON, DC -- There are 
an estimated 127,000 to 235,000 
illegal non-citizen voters in the 
State of New York according to a 
new study to be released on October 
7 in Washington, D.C.  The new 
report, which estimates that there 
were 1.2 to 2.7 million non-citizens 
registered as voters nationwide in 
2006, says that there were at least 
100,000 illegal voters in New York 
City in the 2006 elections. 
   “How Many Non-Citizen Voters? 
Enough to Make a Difference: 
The Impact of Non-Citizen Voting 
on the American Elections” by 
immigration researcher David 
Simcox will be released by The 
Social Contract Press at a news 
conference on Tuesday, October 

Non-Citizen Voters in New York Could Decide Upcoming Elections 
New Study to be Released in Washington, D.C. on October 7

7, at the National Press Club (529 
14th St., NW) in Washington, D.C.
   The report examined 2000 and 
2006 over-registration rates in 
Congressional districts in greater 
New York City -- Bronx, Queens, 
Kings, New York, Nassau, and 
Suffolk counties -- most of which 
have high non-citizen populations. 
The Congressional districts studied 
were numbers 5, 10, and 16 in 
2000; and numbers 11, 15, and 16 
in 2006. Most of them had more 
registered voters than the eligible 
population. In both 2000 and 2006, 
this accounted for more than 70,000 
excess registered voters in the three 
Congressional districts examined.
   In addition, the report estimates 
that in the 2006 elections the non-

citizen voters were estimated 
between: 

•57,000 and 113,000 in New 
Jersey; 
•87,000 and 209,000 in Illinois; 
•476,000 to 700,000 in California; 
•161,000 to 333,000 in Texas; 
•117,000 to 232,000 in Florida; and 
•41,000 to 86,000 in Arizona. 

   These figures of illegal voters were 
projected from a 2007 California 
poll demonstrating that 12 percent 
of adult non-citizens are registered 
to vote.
   The estimated totals nationwide 
in the 2006 elections range from 
1,839,000 to 2,714,00 illegal voters 
according to the new study. 

   Taking note of the urgent voter 
registration drives of ethnic groups 
for the 2008 elections,  Simcox 
concludes: “There is no less 
urgency for citizens, naturalized 
or native, [to] decide whether 
voting should remain an exclusive 
attribute of citizenship and demand 
the safeguards to make it so.” 
   David Simcox, who researches 
and writers on population and 
immigration trends, examined the 
U.S. Census and New York voter 
registration, along with other 
national data sources in compiling 
his findings.

Autism Society of America and 
AMC Entertainment® to Host 

Sensory Friendly Films

not talking during the film or sitting 
still through most of the show.  
   In order to provide a more 
accepting and comfortable setting 
for this unique audience, the movie 
auditoriums will have their lights 
brought up and the sound turned 
down. Additionally, audience 
members are welcome to get up and 
dance, walk, shout or sing – in other 
words, AMC’s “Silence is Golden®” 
policy will not be enforced unless 
the safety of the audience is 
questioned. Tickets are only $6 at 
the AMC Bay Plaza 13 and can be 
purchased on the day of the event.  
   The unique film experience will 
take place Saturday, October 11, at 
10 a.m., at the AMC Bay Plaza 13, 
located at 2210 Bartow Avenue, in 
The Bronx, NY 10475. The AMC 
Bay Plaza is the exclusive local 
host to the nationwide event in 
the Westchester County and New 
York City area. Other markets 
include Atlanta; Austin, Texas; 

Baltimore; Cleveland; Columbia, 
S.C.; Dallas; Denver; Indianapolis; 
Kansas City; Los Angeles, Miami; 
New York; Norfolk, Va.; Omaha, 
Neb.; Phoenix; Pittsburgh; San 
Diego; San Francisco/San Jose; 
Seattle, and Washington, D.C. For 
a complete list of theatres, please 
visit the search engine on the 
www.autism-society.org Website. 
   An estimated 30 million people in 
the world have an autism spectrum 
disorder, 1.5 million in America 
alone. Every day in America, 60 
families learn their child has autism. 
These families face challenges of 
care, support, education, financial 
hardship and medical and health 
care issues that make autism a 
national public health issue, costing 
the U.S. economy $90 billion a year. 
Though there is no cure, autism 
is treatable and individuals with 
autism have tremendous potential.

 For more information, visit  
www.autism-society.org.

STAMFORD, CT -- Breast cancer 
survivors and their physicians, 
as well as professional runway 
models, will take part in Stamford 
Hospital’s annual Paint the Town 
Pink Fashion Show at the Lord & 
Taylor store in Stamford.  The event 
will take place Tuesday, October 7 
at 6 p.m. in Lord & Taylor’s Bulls 
Head location at 110 High Ridge 
Road in Stamford, CT.
   The fashion show will feature 
thirteen breast cancer survivors 
and seven physicians (oncologists, 
surgeons, and radiologists) from 
Fairfield, New Canaan, Norwalk, 
Stamford, and Westport, CT, as 
well as Bedford, Millwood, Port 
Chester, and Rye, NY.  They will 
be joined by 10 models from New 
York. 
   This year’s Paint the Town Pink 
Fashion Show will showcase 
looks from Lord & Taylor’s Fall 
collections, including its newly 

Breast Cancer Survivors and Their Physicians Participate 
in Annual Paint the Town Pink Fashion Show

 Breast Cancer Survivors and their Physicians Take to the Runway  
with 10 Professional Models

launched menswear line, Black 
Brown 1826. 
   “We are delighted to have the 
opportunity to support Stamford 
Hospital’s Paint the Town Pink 
program while showing our 
Stamford customers our favorite 
trends for the Fall season,” says 
LaVelle Olexa, Lord & Taylor’s 
Senior Vice President, Public 
Relations.  
   In addition to the fashion show, 
the Paint the Town Pink campaign 
will also host a variety of social 
and educational events through the 
month of October.  These activities 
include: “Pink Bag Lunch & 
Learn” presentations about breast 
cancer prevention, detection and 
treatment, as well as a Girl’s Night 
Out event in New York City with a 
“Sex & the City” On Location tour.  
Also scheduled is a Girlfriends 
Luncheon, 8 mobile mammography 
screenings and shopping events at 

Agabhumi, 
The Best of 
Bali, Darien 
Sport Shop, 
U n i t e d 
H o u s e 
Wrecking, 
and Saks 
F i f t h 
Avenue in 
Stamford.
   Paint 
the Town 
Pink is a 
community-wide effort that will 
run throughout the month of 
October, National Breast Cancer 
Awareness month.  Its goal is 
to raise awareness for breast 
cancer-related issues such as the 
importance of screenings and early 
detection, as well as the treatment 
and services available in this area.  
The campaign is sponsored by the 
Stamford Hospital in conjunction 

with organizations throughout the 
communities of Stamford, Darien, 
New Canaan and Wilton.  Paint the 
Town Pink is a registered trademark 
of Y-ME National Breast Cancer 
Organization and is being used 
under license.
   For more information about 
the educational and social events 
planned, call (203) 276-6143 or log 
onto www.paintthetownpink.org.

WESTCHESTER, NY -- A trail-
long celebration of the Old Croton 
Aqueduct takes place Saturday, 
October 11, 2008, from 11 am – 5 
pm. 
   In Hastings: Bring a blanket and 
stay all day: kids sing-along with 
Nancy Hershutter, make Aqueduct 
art, play water games, imagine in 
our story circle and chill to music 
by Jessie Lambaise and Acoustic 
Riverrun. On the trail between 
Edgars Lane and Minturn (above 
Zinsser Field)
   In Dobbs Ferry: Get folksy 

Celebrating the 
Fourth Annual Aquefest

Photograph courtesy of Stanley Greenberg from “Waterworks: A Photographic Journey Through New York’s 
Hidden Water System.

with singer/songwriter Matt Turk, 
soulful with Mala Waldron, tour the 
Keeper’s House, make Aqueduct art 
and the Janet Grice Trio performs 
excerpts from her newly composed 
“Hudson View,” including a 
movement called “Aqueduct Trail.” 
At the Keeper ‘s House, Walnut 
Street off Broadway
   In Ossining: See inside the 
Aqueduct tunnel. Guides will lead 
“tunnel tours” from 11-1pm. At he 
Double Arch Weir near the Ossining 
Community Center 95 Broadway
   In Yonkers: Celebrate the 

Aqueduct with local artists, music, 
and African dance and drumming 
by The Loft. Discover what lies 
beneath the trail! On the trail 
between Wicker and Lamartine
   Choose one site or visit them all.
   For complete entertainment 
listings, times and directions check 
out the www.aqueduct.org Website.
  

These events are sponsored by 
The Friends of the Old Croton 

Aqueduct

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- On 
September 25th, Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center of Dobbs Ferry 
(GHC) received their final approval 
in the long process of becoming 
a licensed extended day Nursery 
School. 
   GHC has been running their 
Nursery School for many years 
under the able direction of its 
Director Jackie Binstock enriching 
the lives of the 2, 3 and 4 year olds 
entrusted to their care from 9:00 AM 
to 11:45 AM.  Starting on October 
2nd, the 3 and 4 year old children 
will be eligible for an extended day 
from 11:45 AM to 2:00 PM. 
   The program will be available 
weekdays Monday through 
Thursday; on Fridays, there will 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center is Now an 
Extended Day Nursery School

not be an extended day and school 
will conclude at 11:45 AM. All the 
teachers are licensed in their fields.  
The program will be designed by 
the teacher who is running the class 
that day.  A least one head teacher 
and one assistant per class will be 
provided. 

There will be a mix of music, 
physical activity, art and literature. 
The extended day consists of 
lunch, special enrichment activity, 
playground time and free play. 
   For this year, the line up will be: 
• Monday: Alphabetical 
Imagination- Stories and Letters
• Tuesday: A Potpourri of 
Activities
• Wednesday: Kid’s Yoga and 
Movement
• Thursday: Cooking and Crazy 
Science 

For further information please 
contact Jackie Binstock by phone 

(914-479-1421h) or direct email to 
nsdirector@g-h-c.org.

http://www.autism-society.org
http://www.autism-society.org
http://www.paintthetownpink.org
http://www.aqueduct.org
mailto:nsdirector@g-h-c.org
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PELHAM, NY -- In 1975, at the 
request from a Ugandan Rotary 
Club, the Manhasset (Long Island) 
Rotary Club reached out to raise 
the funds and coordinate the 
medical care for a five year old 
girl born with a life threatening 
heart condition.  In the 33 years 
since, Grace has gone on to become 
an agricultural  engineer helping 
to  improve Ugandan farming 
-- a vital piece of that country’s 
economy, and more than 1,000 
children a year from 60 countries 
around the world are saved as a 
result of “Gift of Life.”
   Grace returned to New York 
this week, bringing 12 year old 
Jonathan Olunga, the 10,000th 
child to benefit from “Gift of Life.”  
Like Grace, he is Ugandan, was 
born with a heart defect for which 
surgery is not available at home in 
his native country, and has been 
sponsored by the Manhasset Rotary 
Club.  Medical care will be donated 
by Montefiore Children’s Hospital 
in The Bronx.  
   Grace and Jonathan, along with Ray 
Raylman, the Executive Director of 
Gift of Life International, will be 
honored guests at the Rotary Club 
of the Pelham’s “Tastings for Gift 
of Life” fundraiser on Sunday, 
October 19, 2008 from 4-7pm in the 

First & 10,000th “Gift of Life” Recipients 
to Attend Pelham Rotary’s Annual Benefit

Grand Ballroom of the New York 
Athletic Club on Travers Island, 
Pelham Manor.
   The Dumas-Felicetti family of 
Pelham recently hosted 8-year 
old Haider and his mother Azhar 
from Iraq pre- and post-surgery at 
Montefiore Children’s Hospital, 
who donated the cost of all medical 
care -- through the support of 
Chappaqua’s Dr. Sam Weinstein, 
Monte’s Director of Pediatric 
Cardiothoracic Surgery.  Pelham 
has been the home-away-from home 
for five “Gift of Life”  children, and 
the Rotary Club of the Pelhams will 
use proceeds from the October19th 
“for Gift of Life”  to insure that 
Haider’s younger brother, born with 
the same heart defect, will receive 
the same life-saving surgery.    
   The event will feature the 

signature specialties of 14 of 
southern Westchester’s premier 
food establishments against a 
backdrop of breathtaking views of 
Long Island Sound and the music 
of Pelham Jazz Ensemble.  Wine 
tastings will be offered by the 
French Wine Shop, and bottled 
wines will be available for purchase 
at a discount, with sales benefiting 
“Gift of Life.”  
   Tickets are $75 each, and may be 
purchased at (Pelham’s) McClellan 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
French Wine Shop, Houlihan 
Lawrence, Kravitz Realtors, 
Pelham Realty, The Pelham 
Weekly, or Stiefvater Real Estate.  
Group Discounts ($60 each for four 
or more) are available for advance 
sales only.
   The mission of Gift of Life, Inc. is 
to further the cause of world peace 
and understanding by facilitating 
free medical services to children 
suffering from heart disease and 
other similar or allied diseases, 
regardless of race, creed or national 
origin, and who would otherwise 
lack access to such services.

   For more information, visit 
http://pelhamrotary.tripod.com or 

telephone John Felicetti at 
914-441-8266.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- At the 
last meeting of the Save Our Armory 
Save New Rochelle (SOA), Ronald 
Tocci, former Commissioner of 
Veteran Affairs and Co-chairman of 
the SOA Committee, said when he 
had recently talked to a state official 
about the City of New Rochelle’s 
interest in demolishing the Armory 
for a developer, the official stated 
that when the state gave the city the 
Armory they never intended for the 
Armory to be given to a developer.  
Mentioning the carbon footprint, 
Tocci indicated the Federated 
Conservationists may be interested 
in taking a stand on the Armory’s 
possible demolition.  John Maguire 
encouraged members of the SOA 
group to contact the Thomas Paine 
Society to ask for their support 
in saving the historic Armory 
building.
   The letter sent to State Attorney 
General Andrew Cuomo about the 
state restrictions that the city use 
the Armory for public purposes was 
also discussed. Jim Killoran felt 
that if another month goes by with 
no answer, another letter should 
be sent.  Killoran also announced 

Latest News from Save 
Our Armory Committee 

By Peggy Godfrey

that SoNo New Rochelle will 
celebrate the 320th Anniversary 
of New Rochelle History Week 
from October 13-19.  He has asked 
the Superintendent of the New 
Rochelle Public Schools to have 
the history of New Rochelle taught 
that week.  Every former mayor and 
councilmember are being asked to 
come to the Chase Bank on Main 
Street for the benefit for Habitat for 
Humanity on October 16th.
   Councilman Lou Trangucci, 
District 1, spoke about the need 
to examine closely the plans of 
developer Forest City Residential 
for Echo Bay which includes the 
Armory demolition.  Taxpayers 
will incur a 2% increase in taxes 
for the $2.5 million bond to study 
this project.  Then the $25 million 
needed to purchase the City Yard 
will incur an additional 6% increase 
on taxpayers.  For 26 acres of 
development, he concluded, the city 
will gain nothing.  He anticipates 
no increased revenue for the city 
from the Echo Bay development 
but mentioned an increase in 
taxes for the sewer improvements.  
Further, he mentioned Forest City 
Residential has the right to apply 
for IDA (Industrial Development 
Agency) tax breaks.  He emphasized 
that this development will bring no 
revenue gain, but will increase taxes 
for the residents of New Rochelle.
   The next meeting will be held on 
October 27 at the American Legion 
Post 8 Hall in New Rochelle at 7:30 
p.m.

From Page 1

‘break ground’ for his Atlantic 
Yards proposal in December, he 
cannot do so unless New York State 
uses eminent domain to seize the 
owners’ and tenants’ properties and 
give them to him as planned. But the 
plan is now in doubt,” said Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn** Legal 
Director Candace Carponter. 
   The Court has given the ESDC 
until October 15th to file its answer 
to the petitioners’ complaint. 
According to the normal briefing 
schedule, petitioners will then file 
their brief on January 15th, 2009. 
The ESDC would reply in mid-
February and petitioners would file 
their answering brief at the end of 
February. Oral argument would 
then most likely be scheduled for 
sometime in March or April and a 
decision would presumably come 
somewhere between late spring and 

Court Rejects NYS’s Effort to Dismiss 
Atlantic Yards Eminent Domain Case

fall of 2009. 
   “The seizure of my clients’ homes 
and businesses is unconstitutional. 
We are pleased that the Court has 
recognized the merit of our case 
and will now hear the arguments in 
full,” said lead attorney Matthew 
Brinckerhoff of Emery Celli 
Brinckerhoff & Abady LLP. “We 
are confident that when we finally 
have our day in court, we will show 
that New York State’s condemnation 
and seizure of my clients’ homes 
and businesses for Forest City 
Ratner’s enrichment violates New 
York’s Constitution.”
   The initial complaint to the Court 
and the briefs on the motion to 
dismiss for Goldstein et al. v. Empire 
State Development Corporation can 
be downloaded at:
www.dddb.net/eminentdomain
   The Court’s order denying the 

motion to dismiss can be found at: 
www.nycour t s .gov / repor t e r /
motions/2008/2008_84057.htm

* Note: The case at issue is not 
an appeal; it is a complaint that 
originates in the Appellate Division. 
New York State law requires that all 
eminent domain challenges must be 
initiated in the Appellate Court, 
rather than the lower court—the 
Supreme Court. 

** Note: Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn, in our effort to defend 
the homes and businesses of 
members of our community, and to 
advocate for their rights, organized 
the eminent domain lawsuit, and 
raises the funds to support it.

YONKERS, NY -- Jim Bostic, 
sacred cow and director of 
the Nepperhan Community 
Center (NCC) is again 
allegedly delinquent in 
paying his staff. Funding 
for NCC is comprised of 
Community Development 
Block Grants and other 
subsidies. Bostic has 
proven himself to be a 
poor manager over his 
cash flow needs, evidently 
incapable of planning to 
meet the recurrent remuneration 
requirements to pay his staff. This 
is the second situation for which 
Bostic is allegedly responsible and 
for which he has not responded. 
Read the June 6, 2008 story 
published in the Yonkers Tribune 
Website entitled, Nepperhan 

Jim Bostic Allegedly Delinquent in 
Paying Staff at Nepperhan Community 

Center 
By Hezi Aris

Community Center in Arrears 

Paying Staff By Hezi Aris 
   An inquiry and request for 
response was left at NCC at 4:00 
pm with no reply yet. Similarly, a 
request of Councilmember Patricia 
McDow through her City Council 
aide has yet to be returned on this 
issue.

   Another situation for which there 
is community silence, is 
the allegation that there 
was a one-time incident 
in which 300 some-odd 
gang members met at the 
Glenwood Power Station for 
the sake of gang initiations 
allegedly during May or 
June 2008. The Yonkers 
Police Gang Unit has 
during the last few months 
not been able to corroborate 
any semblance of the 

allegations made at public hearings 
held at the NCC, and postulated by 
Jim Bostic, and Councilmember 
Patricia McDow. Again, no 
corroboration from either of these 
so-called community “leaders.”

YONKERS, NY -- Twenty-fiv e cars 
were vandalized in the Crestwood 
Area of Yonkers on September 
27, 2008, at 12:15 am. A witness 
saw a dark colored Toyota Camry 
occupied by three males heading 
northbound on Crestwood Avenue. 
One male was hanging out of the 
car hitting parked car side mirrors 
with an undefined object. The 

Crestwood Target of Repeated Vandalism 
damaged vehicles were located on 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Hollywood 
Avenue, Crestwood Avenue, and 
Chittenden Avenue. All of the cars 
had broken side mirrors.
   The same area suffered similar 
crimes on September 13, 2008, 
when 19 cars had their side mirrors 
damaged. Police believe that the 
same suspects are responsible for 

both events. 
   If you live in the Crestwood area 
please report any suspicious activity 
immediately by calling 377-7900 
or 911. Anyone with general 
information about this crime is 
asked to call the Detective Division 
at 377-7724.  

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Despite 
inclement weather and fresh off 
his appearances on Late Night 
with David Letterman and Regis 
and Kelly, Usain Bolt, the World’s 
Fastest Man and Jamaica’s native 
son, came in search of a reminder 
of home - the edible kind - at Ripe 
Kitchen and Bar in Mt. Vernon, NY 
this past weekend. 
   After being greeted by Executive 
Chef and owner Nigel Spence, 
Usain immediately ordered the 
restaurant’s signature dish, Ripe’s 
16 oz Jerk Rib-eye Steak with 
a special request for a generous 
helping of French Fries. This was 
the same dish that secured Chef 
Spence a victory in the original 

Rib-Eye Steak Gets Struck By 
Lightning, Usain Bolt That Is

grill off against American culinary 
star and Iron Chef Bobby Flay last 
year.
   Chef Spence remarked, “I am 
thrilled to know that Mr. Bolt chose 
Ripe to dine with his family and 
friends and it was a great honor 
to cook for him.  He has instilled 
a sense of genuine pride in all 
Jamaican nationals and Caribbean 
people as a whole.  I am very proud 
of his accomplishments and excited 
about his future. It was a great 
feeling to see him relax and enjoy 
himself in our laid back atmosphere 
and best of all, I’m sure he enjoyed 
the change from the fast food he 
reportedly had while in China!”
   Chef Spence, who was born in 

Kingston, Jamaica,  has appeared 
on numerous programs including  
Food Network’s Throwdown with 
Bobby Flay and Rematch on the 
Grill, Neighborhood Eats (WABC 
-NY), Tony’s Table (WCBS-NY), 
Air Jamaica’s Island Stylee and On 
The Level with Hezi Aris (WVOX).
   Ripe Kitchen and Bar has received 
critical acclaim from the New York 
Times, Westchester Magazine,  
Journal News and Westchester 
Times Tribune.
  

 For additional information visit 
Ripe kitchen & bar, 151 Sandford 
Boulevard West, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550, or log on to the www.

riperestaurant.com Website.

http://pelhamrotary.tripod.com/
http://www.dddb.net/eminentdomain
http://www.nycourts.gov/reporter/motions/2008/2008_84057.htm
http://www.nycourts.gov/reporter/motions/2008/2008_84057.htm
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/06/nepperhan-commu.html
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OCTOBER 9, 2008 PAGE 9WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Government • Horticulture • In Memoriam • Spoof
Mayor’s Column

By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village of Bronxville
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   With the summer months now 
behind us the Village is busy again 
with a number of different projects 
and events taking place throughout 
our one square mile. 
   Just this past weekend the 
Bronxville School enjoyed a 
wonderful homecoming program. 
Despite threatening weather all the 
scheduled events came off with 
great success.  
    Speaking of the school, we have 
been informed that the temporary 
business offices located in trailers 
on Palumbo Place will soon be 
shutting down and moving back 
to the school campus.  This will 
allow us the opportunity to re-open 
Palumbo Place to traffic.  We expect 
the re-opening of Palumbo Place 
to occur before the Thanksgiving 
Holidays.
Bi-centennial Park is getting new 
curbs and pavers at the entry points. 
Drainage improvements are also 
part of the current spruce-up efforts.  
More improvements for this heavily 
utilized park are planned for the 
spring. 
   This week we are installing a new 
cross walk at Pondfield Road and 
Kraft Avenue. This well trafficked 
crossroad between the business 
district and the train station has 
been the site of some close calls 
between walkers and motorists. 
The new walkway design hopefully 
will serve as another indication to 
motorists of the pedestrian traffic 
that is active there both day and 
night.  I visited Old Tappan in 

Rockland County recently and saw 
firsthand how the new intersection 
design can help to calm traffic and 
create a safer walking environment.  
I invite public comment on the 
re-designed intersection. If it is 
successful we may want to do 
something similar at other critical 
pedestrian pathways. 
   The Chamber of Commerce is 
celebrating the fall season with a 
major event scheduled for October 
18th.  There will be an indoor/
outdoor sidewalk sale throughout 
the Village business district starting 
at 9AM. A Children’s Festival 
will be held from 1PM-5PM at 
Leonard Morange Park. Activities 
will include pony rides, live 
music, games and food.  On this 
same day, the Bronxville Police 
Department will be conducting its 
annual Community Safety Day. 
This program is sponsored by the 
Community Fund. Children’s ID 
kits will be available. There will 
be a DWI simulator on site. EVAC 
volunteers and Village police 
officers will give demonstrations 
on various public safety tips. The 

car safety seat inspection and 
installation program will be part 
of this year’s event as well.  There 
will be free parking throughout 
the Village during the day’s many 
activities.
   The Farmers Market will be 
open and busy during the Chamber 
Fall Festival event. Many of the 
products sold there are part of the 
great autumn harvest season here in 
New York State.
   We also have two meetings 
scheduled to explore important 
topics.  The first is a joint meeting 
of the Village Board of Trustees 
and the Village Board of Education 
to discuss a recent flooding 
study completed by the Folchetti 
Engineering Company. That meeting 
will be held Wednesday evening 
at 7PM in the Yeager Community 
Room of the Bronxville Library.  The 
second meeting will be held by the 
Village Board of Trustees to discuss 
the recently completed Vibration 
Study regarding Metro North train 
operations in Bronxville. That 
meeting will be held on October 
14th at 7PM in Village Hall. 
   Finally, we in Village Hall are 
putting the final touches on our 
Village newsletter and hope to have 
it in the mail to Village residents by 
mid-October.
   Fall is a busy time in Bronxville. 
I hope many of us are able to 
take advantage of the interesting 
activities and important meetings 
planned for the season.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
College of New Rochelle’s (CNR) 
state-of-the-art Wellness Center has 
been named “Best Sports Facility 
Project” by New York Construction 
Magazine.  One of 36 winners, 
chosen from 268 nominated 
projects in the tri-state area, The 
Wellness Center was selected based 
on entry criteria including project 
management and client service, 
safety, design and functionality. 
   The facility, designed by 
ikon.5 Architects, consists of 
technologically equipped learning 
spaces for classroom instruction, 
conferences and seminars, a 
state-of-the-art fitness center, a 
gymnasium equipped with arena-
style bleachers, competition-size 
basketball and volleyball courts, 
an interior running track suspended 
above the gym floor, and a six-lane 

CNR Wellness Center Garners Best 
Sports Facility Award

NCAA competition swimming 
pool. 
   Designed to holistically 
address and enhance all aspects 
of wellness -- mind, body and 
spirit -- The Wellness Center also 
houses a meditation room and 
contemplation roof garden. The 
ecological design of the building 
as a metaphor for wellness will 
be eligible for certification by 
the U.S. Green Building Council 
under its Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 
Green Building Rating System®.
   The first Catholic college for 
women in New York State, The 
College of New Rochelle was 
founded in 1904 by the Ursuline 
Order. Today, it comprises the all-
women School of Arts & Sciences, 
and three schools which admit 
women and men: the School of 

New Resources (for adult learners), 
the School of Nursing and the 
Graduate School.  

   Visit the College’s Website at 
www.cnr.edu.

MAMARONECK, NY -- 
Assemblyman George Latimer 
(D-Westchester, 91st A.D.) 
issued the following statement 
expressing his opposition to the 
reinstitution of a Commuter Tax 
on those who work in New York 
City but live in Westchester and 
other suburban communities: 
   “The economic crisis we face 
today is not merely faced by New 
York City but by all of us who live 

Latimer Says “No” to Commuter Tax
in the metropolitan region. All of 
our local governments face revenue 
shortages...and all of our people, 
whether they live in the Morrisania 
section of The Bronx, or in the 
Town of Mamaroneck, face tough 
times ahead. It would be wrong 
to place the additional burden of a 
commuter tax on the shoulders of 
people already struggling with high 
property taxes, with the future of 
the financial services industry as 

yet unresolved.
   “I will work against, and vote NO 
on any proposed commuter tax. It 
is a matter of intrinsic fairness that 
we should not be asked to pay a 
disproportionate share of the costs 
of the MTA.”

themselves to a life of service.  
They will never be forgotten.” 
   During the ceremony a candle 
was lit in honor of all veterans. 
Newly inducted Gold Star Mother 
Carmen Palmer of Mount Vernon, 
who lost her son, Marine Cpl. 
Bernard Gooden, in Iraq in 2003 
was presented with a special 
bouquet in honor of her son.  
   “This monument is long over due,” 
said Assemblyman Gary Pretlow. 
“This country calls our men and 
women to serve and sometimes they 
don’t make it back to their loved 
ones. Today is a great day in the City 
of Mount Vernon. I thank Mayor 
Young for working so hard to keep 
the memory of our fallen soldiers 
alive for all generations to come.” 
   The Gold Star Mothers monument 
is expected to be completed by 
Spring 2009. For more information 
on veterans affairs, please 
call Veterans Affairs Director 
William DuBose at (914) 665-
2319 or log on to our website at 
 www.cmvny.com.

Mayor Young 
Honors Local 

Gold Star 
Mothers at the 
First Annual 

Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony

Passing of 
Senator 
Andrea 
Stewart-
Cousins’ 
Father

Statement by Senate Democratic 
Leader Malcolm Smith  

 
   “It is with deep sadness that 
I learned of today’s passing of 
Robert L. Stewart, the father of my 
friend and colleague, State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins. I would 
like to offer my condolences, along 
with my colleagues, to Andrea and 
her family for their loss. They will 
all be in my thoughts and prayers.”  
   The family has requested privacy 
in this time of mourning. 

varieties of asters with more 
upright growth and brighter colors 
try Purple Dome or Aster novae-
angliae. Pinch it back during the 
growing season to encourage more 
branching and denser flowers. A 
good source for live plants is www.
naturehills.com. Type aster in the 
search box and go right to a page 
with many different colors of plants 
that can be shipped bare rooted.
Asters are great as cut flowers.  
Combine them with sedum Autumn 
Joy (Sedum ‘Herbstfreude) and 
Boltonia, (Boltonia asteroid 
Snowbank). Sedum, like asters, 
needs to be pinched back for more 
numerous flowers.  Left on its own, 
it will form large broccoli like flower 
heads that tend to flop over.  Pinched 
back, the smaller, more numerous 
flowers will provide more blooms 
for you to use and more nectar for 
the bees to enjoy. For more info on 
sedum visit www.rainyside.com/
features/plant_gallery/perennials/
SedumAutumnJoy.html
Boltonia is tall and covered with an 

Asters, Glorious Asters

Marilyn Elie

Baptisia

Boltonia Asteroides Snow

array of small,l dainty white daisy 
like flowers. It has large stems of 
blooms, each of which can be the 
center piece for a table top bouquet 
and is a host plant for the caterpillars 
of some species of butterflies. This 
time of year, migrating Monarch 
butterflies enjoy the nectar on both 
sedum and boltonia.
 For greenery in your arrangement 
use the foliage of Baptisia, a hardy 
perennial with oval shaped, teal 
green leaves.  Also know as false 
indigo, this plant deserves a place 
in your garden.  It is a member of 
the sweet pea family and has pure 
sky blue blossoms in the spring. It 

was used in Colonial times to make 
a blue dye when real indigo was 
not available.  There is also a white 
variety. The real joy of this imposing 
plant are the wiry stems of graceful 
leaves that can be used to fill out 
your arrangements all season long. 
The black seed pods are striking in 
fall arrangements or you can leave 
them on the plant where they will 
rattle in the wind and add interest 
to your winter garden.  Give some 
serious thought to where you want 

this plant to grow, it can grow up to 
five feet tall, develops an extensive 
root system and does not like to be 
moved. 
For numerous lovely photos of all of 
these plants in all stages of growth 
go to Google, enter the plant name, 
and then click on images.

What does your fall garden look 
like?  

Do you have a photograph of a 
particularly striking specimen 
you would like to share? Do 

you have questions about your 
fall garden or how to plan for a 
change next season?  Send your 

questions and photographs to the 
merrygardener@gmail.com.
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“Iran, Cuba, Venezuela, these countries are tiny 
compared to the Soviet Union. They don’t pose 
a serious threat to us the way the Soviet Union 
posed a threat to us,” Obama told an audience  
in May of this year.1  

The “tiny” country of Iran is providing many of 
the deadliest explosive devices used to kill U.S. 
soldiers. Iran is the chief sponsor of terrorist 
organizations in the Middle East. Iran’s President 
calls Israel a “stinking corpse”2 and is committed 
to Israel’s destruction. Most concerning, Iran is 
intent on acquiring nuclear weapons. 

A year ago, Barack Obama said that he would 
meet personally, without preconditions, with 
leaders of Iran and other hostile nations to  
resolve differences with the United States.3 

Obama also opposes critical legislation labeling 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard a terrorist organization. 
Pro-Israel Democrat Senators Harry Reid, Chuck 
Schumer, Dick Durbin and even Hillary Clinton 
all said, “yes.”4 Obama said, “no,”5 raising real 
questions about his judgment and experience. 

Obama has not shown  
the wisdom, experience or 
strength to stand up to the 
people who would do us harm. 

His Position on Iran Is Naïve and Dangerous

Concerned about  
Barack Obama?

You should be.

1Obama speech, Pendleton (OR), 5/18/08, Washington Post, 8/27/08; 2Jerusalem 
Post, 5/8/08; 3CNN/YouTube Democrat Presidential Candidate Debate, Charles-
ton (SC), 7/23/07; 4Q vote #349, 9/26/07; 5Obama press release, 9/26/07, www.
factcheck.org/elections-2008/soft_on_iran.html

All photos: Getty Images
   The legendary Babe Ruth shocked 
Yankee fans when he returned to life 
recently to make a brief and fiery 
appearance at Yankee Stadium. 
“This year’s team is a disgrace,” he 
said. “It’s enough to raise the dead. 
What a bunch of losers.” With a 
tear in his eye, he looked around 
and said, “And now The House 
that Ruth Built will be no more.”  
   A flustered Hank Steinbrenner 
tried to console him up by ordering 
up a few hot dogs and beers, but 
Ruth still didn’t look happy. “Go 
home to Poppa,” he advised Hank. 
But Hank persisted. He invited 
the Yankee hero to come back for 
the first game in the new stadium 
on April 16, 2009. Ruth didn’t 
answer but proceeded to wolf down 
the hot dogs and guzzle his beer.  
   When Hank told him there’d be 
a Babe Ruth plaque prominently 
displayed in the new Yankee 
Stadium, The Babe told him, 
“Don’t you remember what I once 
said in life? ‘Reading isn’t good 
for a ballplayer. Not good for his 
eyes. If my eyes went bad even 
a little bit I couldn’t hit home 
runs. So I gave up reading.’” 
Staring directly at Hank, he said, 

Babe Ruth 
Storms Back 

to Yankee 
Stadium as a 

Category 5
By Gail Farrelly

“I don’t do plaques, dummy.” 
   Ruth then made his way to the 
exit. A startled fan reported that he 
had heard The Babe, on looking 
around the old Yankee Stadium 
for the last time, mutter under his 
breath, “A pox on this house.” 
Hank Steinbrenner discounted the 
fan’s account, insisting that what 
The Babe had actually said was: “It 
rocks in this house.” Yeah, right. 
Umpire to Hank: “Yer out!” 

This story is a satire or parody. 
It is entirely fictitious and was 

written for TheSpoof.com, 
appearing online

September 14, 2008. 

Gail Farrelly is the local author of 
three paperback mystery books. 

Visit
Farrelly Sisters Online 

Website

http://www.cnr.edu/
http://www.cmvny.com
http://www.naturehills.com
http://www.naturehills.com
http://www.rainyside.com/features/plant_gallery/perennials/SedumAutumnJoy.html
http://www.rainyside.com/features/plant_gallery/perennials/SedumAutumnJoy.html
http://www.rainyside.com/features/plant_gallery/perennials/SedumAutumnJoy.html
mailto:merrygardener@gmail.com
http://www.FarrellySistersOnline.com


OCTOBER 9, 2008PAGE 10 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

www.EmpireCityGaming.com

22338 F S10
Empire City
ECYGENP80052 F S10
”Fall into a million”
4c pg

 Sandra Wright 

 10/2/08 11:43 AM

 10/2/08 12:01 PM

 10/3/08 11:31 AM 

 

 

starburst_red_newspaper.eps, Fall_Million_Card_Front_Rev3_newsprint.tif (253 
ppi), ECYR_logo_red_newspaper_new2.eps, lottery_globe_4c.eps

 

Birch Std (OpenType), ITC Avant 
Garde Gothic Std (OpenType), 
Helvetica Neue LT Std (OpenType)

 

CMYK

: Studio8_H:Volumes:Studio8_H:Cl...lion:22338F_S10_p3_fall_10x20.indd  22338F_S10_p3_fall_10x20.indd

 100%
 None

 10.625 in x 20 in
 None

 
L. Renbaum

 
J. Evcimen

 
C. Dwyer

Pub:
Westchester Times Tribune  10/9/08 IO# 3175231

T:10.625 in

T:20 in

Fall into a million.
This October, win big at Empire City with the Fall into a Million scratch & win game. 

Wednesdays and Thursdays we’ll give out 10,000 free game cards with prizes from $5 free 
play up to $1,000,000. Every card’s a winner! Be an Empire Club member or join for free. 

Visit the Promotions Booth for details.

EMPIRECITYGAMING.COM

The Jackpot Next Door. 
SM

EXIT 2 NY STATE THRUWAY
Must be 18 years or older to play video gaming machines or wager on horses. 
Please play responsibly. Offer valid while supplies last. Management reserves 
the right to change or cancel promotions at any time.


