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   Wall Street seems to have been 
caught seconds before a complete 
meltdown by a Federal Reserve 
plan that nationalized financial and 
security markets. Moves so bold 
that their very undertaking proved 
flexible minds were at the helm to 
insinuate confidence into the system. 
While the Federal Reserve was 
contemplating the political fallout 
of how the federal government 
would be perceived nationalizing 
the investment banks on Wall Street, 
and the savings and commercial 
banks on Main Street, and the 
mortgage industry, the global panic 
was diminished by leadership that 
usurped a national and international 
demise. The financial bloodletting 
was so profuse that New York 
State Governor David A. Paterson 
suggested there was need to reduce 
the state budget by the loss of 
revenue exacerbated by the failed 
institutions on Wall Street from 
which so much revenue is gleaned 
by Albany. Having sold Albany on 
the concept that it was capable of 
growing itself out of long-standing 
financial deficits ameliorated by 
pork, and one-shot financial gifts, 
Yonkers is sliding into a financial 
abyss by upwards of $200 million 
deficit for FY 2009-2010.
   The financial abyss staring the 
Amicone Administration in the 
face will have the city hog-tied by 

financial constraint in Albany with 
no risk manager or Santa Claus to 
save Yonkers from the ineptitude 
of its elected officials. Instead, 
the City of Yonkers is being led 
blindly toward bankruptcy and the 
imposition of a financial control 
board. 
   The $200 million deficit is 
comprised equally among both 
the municipal side and the board 
of education. The deficit will 
be composed of cost of living 
increases, pending union contracts, 
decreasing real estate, mortgage, 
and sales taxes, police overtime, 
certiorari credits, pilots in lieu 
of taxes, reduction in real estate 
assessment values, continued hiring 
(even now), an automobile fleet that 
is excessive, heating and gasoline 
fuel costs, depreciating equipment, 
among other financial concerns, 
despite an economic development 
pipeline that exceeds $7 billion. 
The projects within the $7 billion 
pipeline have been subordinated 
to the SFC Yonkers Inc. Project. 
Think the Alexander Street Project 
as one example. Let’s hope what’s 
been revealed in the pipeline isn’t a 
“pipe-dream.” 
   Whether the Yonkers City Council 
or the Amicone Administration 
have “stalled” or meandered too 
slowly in scrutinizing economic 
development projects on the books, 

specifically the $3.1 billion Struever 
Fidelco Cappelli (SFC) Yonkers Inc. 
project, may have been made moot 
by the financial marketplace from 
which SFC Yonkers cannot exact or 
command the financial wherewithal 
to garner approval to underwrite the 
SFC Yonkers Project.
   The Ridge Hill Project, presently 
underway, is likely two years 
away from even generating a dime 
into city coffers. The most recent 
assessment value of Ridge Hill 
has been almost reduced in half 
to less than $150,000. Despite the 
$21 million investment in nValley 
Technology Center, the most recent 
transaction selling the property to 
developer Joe Cotter and iPark was 
for $10.00 (ten). This is no way to 
run the fourth largest city in the 
state of New York.
   While Yonkers burns, Mayor 
Amicone will have teed off the 
green on Monday, September 22, 
2008, with Yonkers Superintendent 
of Schools Bernard Pierorazio, 
and members of Yonkers Partners 
in Education (YPIE) in their fund 
raising effort to benefit the Yonkers 
Board of Education.
   One can only hope that they will 
have hit a financial hole in one to 
benefit Yonkers and the Yonkers 
Board of Education. 

GREEN BAY, WI -- U.S. Senator 
John McCain delivered the 
following remarks the morning 
of September 19, 
2008:
   “Thank you all 
very much. It’s a 
great pleasure to 
be introduced by 
Governor Sarah 
Palin -- and I can’t 
wait to introduce 
her to Washington.
   “If Governor 
Palin and I are 
elected in 46 days, 
we are not going 
to waste a moment 
in changing the 
way Washington 
does business. And 
we’re going to start where the need 
for reform is greatest. In short order, 
we are going to put an end to the 
reckless conduct, corruption, and 
unbridled greed that have caused a 

Remarks By 
John McCain On Our 

Financial Markets
crisis on Wall Street.
   “Here and all across our country, 
people are wondering what exactly 

is happening on 
Wall Street. And 
with good reason, 
they want to 
know how their 
government will 
meet the crisis. 
Clear answers are 
hard to come by in 
Washington. 
   “As Senator 
Obama’s leader 
in Congress 
memorably put it 
the other day -- 
and I quote – ‘no 
one knows what to 

do.’ Perhaps given 
that reaction, it shouldn’t surprise 
us that the Congressional leaders of 
this do-nothing Congress also said 
that they weren’t going to take action 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Once you 
hear and feel the engines start up - 
you immediately realize this will be 
a memorable history lesson. Touring 
through and flying in these pieces of 
Living History, while talking with 
local WWII Veterans, makes a real 
impression. This is a once in a life 
time opportunity to see a truly unique 
American Living History display.  
   Participating in the Collings 
Foundation’s The Wings of 
Freedom Tour, the Boeing B-17 
Flying Fortress “Nine O Nine” 
WWII Heavy Bomber, Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft” WWII 

Extremely Rare Bomber 
and Fighter Aircraft 
Arrive on Wings of 

Freedom Tour

Heavy Bomber, North American 
B-25 Mitchell WWII Medium 
Bomber and P-51 Mustang, will fly 
into Westchester County Airport in 
White Plains, NY for a visit from 
September 24 to September 29. 
   Local citizens will have the 
opportunity to visit, explore, and 
learn more about these unique and 
rare treasures of aviation history. 
The B-17 is one of only 9 in flying 
condition in the United States, the 
B-24J and Dual Control P-51C 
Mustang are the sole remaining 

   From the second largest barrier 
reef in the world, to climbing 
green iguanas to playful dolphins 
frolicking in the turquoise water, 
nature has given Roatan its fair 
share of wonders and then some.
   Yellow hibiscus, scarlet parrots, 
neon blue fish are part of this 
colorful mosaic of coral reef, sandy 
beaches, mangrove canals, lush 
valleys and jungle hilltops. And 
the island’s history, from pirates to 
Punta rock, has added to nature’s 
vibrant palette with a color all of 
its own.

Seven Wonders Seven 
Times the “Wow” 

It’s No “Wonder” That Roatan Is Making So 
Many “It” Lists  

By Margo Malcolm

Roatan’s Reef and Wonders 
Deep
   Easily number one on Roatan’s 
Seven Wonders list is northern 
hemisphere’s longest barrier reef, 
stretching 185 miles (300 km) south 
from the Yucatan Peninsula. This 
beautiful eco-system, is a UNESCO 
World Heritage site.
   Because of its fragility, the West 
End and Sandy Bay Marine Reserve 
was created to protect the reef. 
Tourism businesses also strive to 

Yonkers 2008 
RiverFest Celebration

VERNON, NJ -- Heaven Hill 
Farm is pleased to announce the 
commencement of its 24th annual 
Pumpkinland Festival, taking place 
every Saturday and Sunday from 
September 20th through October 
31st. The festival will also take 
place on Monday, October 13th for 
a special Columbus Day treat. 
   “We have been having a blast 
with the Pumpkinland Festival 

24th
Annual

“Pumpkinland”
Festival

Photo courtesy of Martin Theobald 
/ Heaven Hill Farms

YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 3rd 
District Councilmember Joan 
Gronowski has reintroduced 
her resolution 
postulating the 
City of Yonkers 
undertake a property 
r e a s s e s s m e n t , 
which has not been 
undertaken since 
1954.  The legislation 
was discussed 
at Tuesday’s 
Intergovernmental 
R e l a t i o n s 
Committee meeting, 
with Lee Kyriacou, 
executive director of the NYS Office 
of Real Property Services (ORPS), 
and Yonkers’ City Assessor Mark 
Russell, briefing the City Council 
on the pros and cons of county-
wide vs. city-wide reassessment.  
County Legislators Ken Jenkins 
and Gordon Burrows were also in 
attendance at the meeting. 
Gronowski said, “Property owners 
in Yonkers might not be paying their 
fair share of taxes.  Some people 

Gronowski Calls for City 
Property Reassessment

may be paying too much, while 
others may be paying too little.  
According to ORPS, the purpose 

of a reassessment 
is to bring equity 
to the taxpayers 
within the city.  
Typically higher-
value real estate 
appreciates faster 
than lower value 
property.  Therefore, 
if reassessment 
does not occur, 
the citizens who 
own lower valued 
properties end 

up paying a disproportionately 
higher share of taxes than owners 
of higher valued properties.  Also, 
with a reassessment at 100%, the 
taxpayers can better understand 
how the assessment process works 
and can better evaluate whether 
their assessment is equitable.”  
Protections specific to senior 
citizens would continue to be 
enjoyed under the Enhanced STAR 

Colonial Greenway Set To Open
   Inaugural “Paine to Pain” Race 
on September 28th -- Volunteers 
Needed
Six years in 
the making, the 
Colonial Greenway, 
a regional hiking 
trail arranged in two 
extensive loops, 
is set to formally 
open on September 
28th. The Greenway 
links several 
beautiful parks and 
neighborhoods in the 
Sound shore area. 
Roughly half of the 
trail network is within 
New Rochelle. 
   The opening celebration will 
feature a half-marathon race, 
dubbed “Paine to Pain” beginning 
at Paine Cottage in New Rochelle 
at 9:00am, with a dedication to 
precede at 8:45am. 
   Learn more about the half-
marathon. 

News About New Rochelle
By Noam Bramson

Mayor of the City of New Rochelle

   To volunteer, contact Greg Stern 
at sterno2005@gmail.com or 914-
834-6794. (Be sure to leave your 

name, email, and 
contact number.) 
   Runners will start 
with a charge up 
Broadview Avenue, 
site of Tom Paine’s 
former farm, and 
proceed east onto 
the Leatherstocking 
Trail past 
Larchmont and into 
Mamaroneck for 
almost three miles 
before entering 
Saxon Woods Park. 

From there the race 
will turn north and then west in 
Saxon Woods, before emerging 
by the Saxon Woods Golf Course 
Club House and heading west and 
southwest down the Hutchinson 
River Trail (Scarsdale) passing 
through Twin Lakes (Eastchester) 
and Nature Study Woods (New 

http://www.soundshorerun.com/paine
mailto:sterno2005@gmail.com
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Like Klockwork

On
the

Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester Times
Tribune

are accepted for 
publication  

no later than Thursday 
for the following 
week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.
com

Beating the Odds, the Stats and Most of the Raps
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

   We wanted to write about the Wall 
Street crisis after it settled down. 
Apparently, however, matters 
will remain unsettled for awhile 
as Congress considers a massive 
bailout, and other developments are 
sure to come.
   Rather than waiting for the dust 
to settle (We predict it never will), 
we would like to make a few 
observations today, September 19, 
2008,  and ask two dozen questions 
that occurred to us over the last 
week as we watched seismic shifts 
take place the world of finance.  
   These deconstructive events are 
likely to have a substantial negative 
effect on the finances of New York 
City and the economic and social 
well-being of its residents, as well as 
the thousands of New Yorkers who 
have lost their jobs in the private 
sector and those in the public sector 
whose jobs are endangered by 
shrinking tax revenues.
We do not try to discover the 
secrets of human behavior which 
generated a fiscal catastrophe for so 
many people. We know greed is a 
major factor, but not the only one. 
We simply ask questions, some of 
which may be peripheral, but which 
we would like to have answered 
by people who know about these 
matters, or who may be more 
perceptive and insightful than we 
are.
   Anyone who cares to offer answers 
to any of the questions listed below 
is invited to do so. Your responses, 
if not obscene or libelous, will 
be posted on our blog. You may 
sign your birth name, park name, 
screen name, initials or respond 
anonymously, as you indicate to us.
The Twenty-Four Questions We 
Would Like to Have Answered
1. We know that this is not a crisis 
initiated by terrorism (9/11) or 
a natural disaster (Katrina or a 
tsunami).  It appears to be the result 
of bad decisions made by individuals 
who managed institutions of great 
wealth and power.
   Who, if anyone, should be held 
responsible for the losses which 
may exceed a trillion dollars, and 
what, if any, penalty should be 
imposed?
2. What would the consequences 
of this loss of value have been if 
social security had been privatized, 
as President Bush recommended in 
2005?
3. We agree that outside investors 
who buy stocks in the hope of a 
prompt and substantial increase 
in value ought not be protected by 
the government if the company 
they have a stake in does poorly, 
and its stock falls rather than rises.  
Capitalism has its risks as well 
as rewards, and the state cannot  

Twenty-Four Impertinent Questions
We Ask Questions about Wall Street: Who is to Blame? What to Do Next?

By Henry J. Stern

insure prosperity.
   What, however, 
about the loyal 
employees of a 
firm, saving for 
retirement, who 
have  401(k)
s invested, 
c o n s e r v a t i v e l y 
in their minds, in 
their employer’s 
company?   Should 
they be treated 
the same way as 
speculators?
4. Is it possible for an insurance 
program, to be paid for by the 
employee, the employer, or both 
to guarantee all or part of a 401(k) 
or similar plan from catastrophic 
loss?
5. Should people who hold stock in 
these plans be warned periodically 
that their holdings are not insured 
by the FDIC or anyone else, and are 
subject to partial or total loss? The 
Montana Power Company case is 
a particularly sad example of such 
a misfortune. Should there be any 
requirement for diversification in 
employee stock ownership plans?
6. We know that the sub-prime 
mortgage crisis did not appear 
overnight. It surfaced publicly 
around January 2007, twenty 
months ago, and was known in the 
industry before then.
   Executives in finance and 
real estate were well aware that 
the CDOs (collateralized debt 
obligations) were in great danger.  
Yet they continued to sell them to 
unsophisticated investors - people 
who did not want to get rich quick 
but simply wanted a safe place 
with a reasonable rate of return to 
store their money. They were told 
that auction rate securities were 
perfectly safe.
7. What should be done with those 
who sold CDOs with knowledge that 
they were unlikely to be redeemed 
at face value?  Does it make any 
difference if the sale was made to 
another trader, or to an uninformed 
or misled individual purchaser? 
   To put it another way, what if a 
broker knowingly suggested the 
purchase of a CDO to a customer 
who had never heard of them (that 
includes many of us before the 
current crisis), and was completely 
unaware of the difficulties to which 
they were subject?
8. Why should the Federal 
government save some large 
institutions while allowing others 
to go bankrupt?  What criteria have 
been used to make these decisions, 
apparently on a day’s notice?  Is “too 
big to fail” an adequate standard for 
government intervention?
9. What is the total amount of 

mortgage debt 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
that will not be 
repaid? How much 
of it was sold 
irresponsibly, with 
no down payment 
required, to people 
who had bad credit 
and no jobs? How 
many mortgages 
were sold with 
low interest rates 
for the first years, 
jumping to much 

higher rates thereafter?
10. Who is responsible for the false 
statements that accompanied many 
of the mortgage applications?  Did 
anyone rely on the information on 
these applications, were the banks 
aware of what the mortgage sales 
companies were doing? Some of 
them must have been. Should they 
have done due diligence on the 
people who were getting mortgages 
which they were funding directly or 
through a mortgage broker?
11. Why should Countrywide 
Financial, said to be among 
the worst offenders in selling 
worthless mortgages, escape into 
the sheltering arms of the Bank of 
America, without any penalty or 
sanction imposed on the officers 
and directors of Countrywide, who 
appear to have overseen, or failed 
to oversee (its opposite, but equally 
bad) the perpetration of what now 
appears to be massive fraud?
12. Conrad Black, Dennis 
Kozlowski, Bernard Ebbers, 
Kenneth Lay, Jeffrey Skilling and 
others were convicted of various 
crimes in connection with the 
failure of their companies. Were 
their convictions and sentences 
justified by the extent of their 
misconduct? Are executives in 
any way responsible for the bad 
decisions they make? Errors of 
judgment in the ordinary course of 
business should not be punished. 
People have the right to be wrong. 
But what about an intentional 
strategy which will inevitably injure 
others, particularly the ordinary 
shareholder or owner of an IRA.
13. After Hank Greenberg was 
forced out of AIG (American 
International Group) in 2005 
by NYS Attorney General Eliot 
Spitzer’s threats against the AIG 
Board, was the company that he 
built managed better or worse by 
his successors? How many billion 
dollars in shareholder value have 
been lost since he was removed? 
As Mark Antony said, “the evil that 
men do lives after them.” Is that a 
fair statement applied to this case? 
You can take either side.
14. Would Greenberg have loaded 

AIG with the toxic paper the 
company purchased, which caused 
the Federal government to have lent 
the company $85 billion to prevent 
what they felt would be a worldwide 
financial disaster?  Would he have 
disposed of the junk sooner than the 
new management tried to do? Was 
his offer to assist in the final days of 
the crisis worthy of consideration?
15. Should executives of bankrupt 
or rescued companies receive the 
golden parachutes their boards 
gave them in happier days?  Should 
limits on officers’ and directors’ 
compensation be imposed as a 
condition of taxpayer rescue of 
these companies? Why should the 
corporate elite benefit personally 
from their misjudgments, while 
their employees are thrown out of 
work or see their IRAs evaporate?
16. Did the Federal government, 
through HUD or any other agency, 
play a role in inducing companies 
to grant mortgages to people who 
could not afford to make the monthly 
payments in order to promote “equal 
housing opportunity” or some other 
social goal?
17. Since the crisis developed over 
a period of years, and was widely 
known in banking circles, why did 
the Feds take no action to stop the 
process, or to protect anyone until 
major financial corporations were 
about to collapse? 
   Who was responsible, the SEC, 
the Federal Reserve, Fannie Mae, 
Freddie Mac, the Administration 
in general, Congress, the GAO, 
any other acronym agencies? Was 
there a point person in the Federal 
government handling this issue? 
Did s/he ever issue a report, a public 
warning, on the situation?
18. Was there any elected official, 
Democrat or Republican, who spoke 
out to call attention to the growing 
financial crisis before it became a 
national disaster, injuring millions 
of civilians (that is, people who 
were not market professionals)? 
19. How much have the banks, the 
mortgage issuers, the investment 
bankers, Fannie and Freddie et al. 
spent on lobbying Congress in the 
last five years? What favorable 
results for them can fairly be 
attributed to their lobbying efforts 
and the political contributions they 
made to individual candidates and 
party organizations?
20. What (if any) was the role of 
the 50 state governments in all this. 
The mortgages were bought and 
the properties foreclosed all over 
the country. Were there any state 
or local objections to what was 
going on? What was the attitude of 
the Feds to state regulation of the 
securities or mortgage industries? 
(We think we know the answer to 

the last question, they argued that 
the states were pre-empted from 
doing anything.)
21. What will the next financial 
scandal be, and when is it likely to 
break?
22. Is the subprime crisis part 
of the larger weakness in the 
economy, possibly caused by our 
transformation from a manufacturing 
to a service economy? Are there 
problems out there which we are 
not yet dealing with?
23. What will we do about our 
national debt, which now exceeds 
eight trillion dollars and is increasing 
by one and a half billion dollars 
every day, before any bailout? 
24. What will happen if other 
nations stop buying and turning 
over our borrowings, as the banks 
did when they stopped lending to 
New York City in 1975?

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse through his archive 

at New York Civic and direct 
e-mail to StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

   Though the world will little note 
nor long remember it, I have just 
racked up more than 2.5 billion 
seconds on this troubled planet 
and will see the dawn of my 
30,000th day before we elect a 
new president, be the Good Lord 
willin’ and if the crick don’t rise. 
   Just in case those numbers don’t 
impress you, consider the fact that I 
have lived through more than a third 
(35.3% for you math mavens) of the 
entire history of the United States of 
America. (Do I hear a distant drum 
roll, rim shot and cymbal crash?) 
   That achievement doesn’t rate even 
a syllable in the Guinnessian annals 
of antiquity, but I make one narrow 
claim to fame as the longest-living 
male on either side of my family 
during the last sesquicentennium. 
   I am slightly younger than Walter 
Cronkite, Nancy Reagan, George 
Herbert Walker Bush, and about 
the same age as  NBC, aerosol 
spray, radar, the Book Of The 
Month Club and talking pictures. 
   Along the lifeway, I survived 
three totally wrecked automobiles 
and just missed a terminal 
“sayonara” as a first-wave 
Marine in the A-bomb-prevented 

invasion of the Japanese mainland. 
(Bless you, Harry Truman!) 
   Mine eyes have seen the gory 
mess of a World War and the 
glory of this nation’s survival 
- this despite the cupidity and 
stupidity that has plagued much of 
its electorate and the perfidy that 
prevailed - and still does - among so 
many of its elected reprehensibles. 
   Okay, enough with the big words - 
I’m 82 years old now and nobody is 
happier, luckier and more surprised 
than the birthday boy himself. 
   All that said, my life span to 
date might well have been the 
best time ever to be alive and 
better things might still be yet to 
come. (While basically a short-
time pessimist, I’m a sunshine-
seer in the long run, in which I’ll 
participate, at best, at a dog-trot.) 
   Bottom line: I’m 82, but not yet 
through, although I tend to buy green 
bananas with a touch of caution, 
snicker at 30-year roof guarantees 
and lose only a little sleep over 
the results of global warming.  
   I’m also increasingly bemused and 
confused by certain TV commercials, 
such as the one which depicts Cialis 
users dealing with the divine urge 

by soaking, au naturel, in separate 
bathtubs on a deserted beach. 
   On to more sober thoughts: Standing 
in the way of a brighter future for 
hupersonkind (we strive here for 
political correctness) are the same 
scourges that forced our foreparents 
to strap on fig leaves and choose 
between the work ethic, the dole or 
dark deeds in order to get by in the 
cold, cruel world outside of Eden. 
   Let’s face it (if we are so inclined): 
Paradise need not have been lost, 
except for the snotbags whose seeds 
were in the forbidden fruit scarfed 
down by our biblical firstfolks. 
   Think about it: Were it not 
for people who steal, lie, cheat, 
obfuscate, double-speak, betray 

trusts, abuse power, deny 
accountability, succumb to greed, 
blow their stacks, brutalize, kill, 
disrespect authority, wallow in 
the fleshpots, sit on their asses, 
worship their assets and/or display 
bad manners, it would be hard 
to imagine a better lifestyle than 
the one most of us have enjoyed 
in our pasts of varying duration. 
   In other words, the keys to 
a wonderful kingdom on earth 
have always been in the hands of 
the masses (read “us-es”) whom 
Thoreau described as leading 
“lives of quiet desperation.” 
   We have, as a species, fouled our 
own nest and allowed ourselves to 
be led by people who could not pass 
the snotbag test outlined above. 
   Aside: Keep the aforementioned 
list of human failings in mind as 
you hear and see the bullscattery 
expelled by candidates and their 
mindless minions between now and 
the next election day - and don’t 
exclude “your” guys and dolls. 
   I face the reality of my current 
milestone, as well as the millstones it 
compels me to carry, with a mixture 
of disbelief and reluctant acceptance. 
   I’m somewhat cheered by 

the fact that if I’d been born 
a horse, I would already have 
been dead for several decades. 
   People my age are often asked 
about the secret of their longevity. In 
my case it has been a combination of 
clean living, moderate eating habits, 
strict abstention from alcoholic 
beverages and following the counsel 
of a wise and loving Firstwife. 
   Well, .250 is a respectable batting 
average, ain’t it?
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers in 
Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.
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Weir Only Human

Weir Only Human: More Than a Shade of Difference
By Bob Weir

  There’s much to like about Barack 
Obama; his youthful exuberance, his 
handsome countenance, his ability 
to deliver a motivating speech and 
his sincere approach to governing. 
In fact, he’s the perfect candidate for 
those who have the same political 
philosophy of more taxes, bigger 
government, expansion of social 
programs and refusal to become 
energy independent by drilling on 
our own land. Sure, when I listen 
to his speeches he makes me feel 
proud that our country has reached 
a point in its history when the 
dream of Dr. Martin Luther King 
is being realized. From a personal 
perspective, I think it’s way past 
the time for an African-American 
to have a fair chance to win the 
presidency. But, I’ll be damned if 
I’m going to vote for him in some 
knee-jerk fashion just because of 
his skin color. There’s just as much 

bigotry in choosing him based on 
his skin pigmentation as there is 
in repudiating him because of it. I 
also think it’s high time this country 
elected a woman president, but that 
wouldn’t have moved me to pull 
the lever for Hillary Clinton either. 
Does that make me a misogynist? 
   What I’ve seen so far in this 
campaign is an attempt to portray 
those who are unwilling to vote 
for Obama as closet bigots. After 
all, if you can’t support a political 
phenomenon, what other reason 
could it be except that he’s black? 
I know this appeal to white guilt is 
working because I’ve heard some 
people say they don’t agree with 
the Illinois Senator on the issues, 
but would like the world to see 
that our country has moved away 
from its racist past. Although that 
may be a worthwhile sentiment, 
it has absolutely nothing to do 

with electing 
a president. 
Furthermore, I 
think the fact that 
Obama received 
the nomination 
of a major 
political party 
already proves 
that racial barriers have been all 
but eliminated. If millions of white 
voters had not turned out for him 
in the primaries, he wouldn’t even 
be part of the national discussion. 
However, does his history making 
nomination mean, ipso facto, that 
he should also be elected to lead the 
free world? 
   During a recent interview 
on “This Week” with George 
Stephanopoulos, Obama was asked 
if he thought the mocking comments 
at the GOP convention about his 
community organizer experience 

was an example 
of a “subtle 
racial code.” 
Huh? What part 
of “community 
o r g a n i z e r ” 
has racial 
connotations? To 
his credit, Obama 

didn’t take the bait, although it’s 
evident that the attempt to bring 
race into it continues. Yet, when 
Clarence Thomas was nominated 
for the Supreme Court by Bush the 
elder, Democrats went on a feeding 
frenzy to scuttle the black jurist’s 
chances to obtain the exalted 
position. Was that about race, or 
was it because of his conservative 
credentials? When Obama was 
asked which SC justice he would 
not have voted for, he proudly 
said, Clarence Thomas. Was he 
being racist? No, he was simply 

stating that he wouldn’t vote for 
someone with political views that 
are inconsistent with his own. The 
voting public should do no less. 
   I have no doubt that there are still 
some racist morons out there who 
are less than a generation away from 
families who wore white robes and 
hoods as their garments of choice. 
Thank God that those people are 
few in number and probably lacking 
in the requisite brain matter to 
make an intelligent choice anyway. 
But, no voter in 2008 should feel 
compelled to cast a vote that has 
more to do with guilt than with 
gumption. Think about it! How 
does someone go from having zero 
executive credentials to a position 
of Chief Executive of the most 
powerful nation in the world? Isn’t 
that like being an oil well-driller for 
a couple of years and then being 
catapulted to CEO of Exxon Mobil? 

Would it hurt Obama to gain a few 
more years of legislative skills 
and maybe a few as a governor? 
I suppose he doesn’t think it’s 
necessary, because, according to 
him, “This is the moment America 
has been waiting for. “
   It has? The country has been 
waiting for a guy who gives an 
exciting speech, read from a 
teleprompter, so we can send him 
to the White House? How starved 
are we for entertainment? I don’t 
agree with much that’s ever been 
said by Bill Clinton, but something 
he said during the Primary season 
really resonated with me. “Give me 
a break!” Clinton said with disgust. 
“This guy, Obama, is the biggest 
fairy tale I’ve ever seen.”

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

   It was 70 years ago, on the afternoon 
of Wednesday, September 21, 1938, 
that one of the most terrifying and 
destructive hurricanes to hit the 
mid-Atlantic skirted along the New 
Jersey coastline, made landfall in 
New York, turned north and left a 
trail of death and destruction all the 
way to Boston.
   700 people were killed; 63,000 
were left homeless.  The geography 
of Long Island was forever changed.  
New Jersey’s Long Beach Island 
was buffeted by howling winds and 
churning seas. 
   The Great Hurricane of 1938, 
also known as the “Long Island 
Express” destroyed 4,300 homes 
and damaged tens of thousands of 
others.  20,000 miles of power and 
telephone lines were downed and 
23,000 automobiles were ruined. 
   Another storm, just as powerful but 
potentially ever so more damaging, 

Preparing and Protecting New York and New Jersey
By  Senator Steve Sweeney (D-NJ) and Assemblyman Robert K. Sweeney (D-NY)

will make landfall in New Jersey or 
New York.  The likely consequences 
are frightening. 
Hurricane modelers using the aptly 
named SLOSH program (Sea, 
Lake, and Overland Surge from 
Hurricanes) have predicted that 
a category 3 hurricane making 
landfall in Asbury Park, NJ, would 
put Newark Liberty Airport under 
water.  Lands west of the Garden 
State Parkway would be flooded; 
damages would be wreaked on 
urban and suburban communities 
throughout New Jersey’s most 
populous counties. 
   Using the same SLOSH program, 
forecasters have predicted that a 
category 4 hurricane hitting Long 
Island would put JFK Airport under 
20 feet of water.  Sea water would 
rush through the tunnels that connect 
New York City’s boroughs and pour 
into the subways throughout the 

area. Flooding would engulf lower 
Manhattan as far uptown as City 
Hall. 
As legislators in New York and New 
Jersey, we have a choice.  We can 
pretend that the next massive storm 
– the “Big One” -- will never come, 
or we can assume a leadership 
position, recognize the threat, and 
forge a solution that prepares our 
families and communities before 
catastrophe strikes, protects them 
when disaster is upon them, and 
assures them that the resources 
are available to rebuild, repair 
and recover in the aftermath of a 
massive natural event. 
   The only approach that can 
adequately address the threat we face 
is a comprehensive and integrated 
program that works before, during 
and after a catastrophic event 
occurs. 
We have both introduced legislation 

in our respective states that would 
meet these goals by establishing 
privately financed state catastrophe 
funds.  The deposits and interest 
earnings of the insurer revenues 
that are placed in the fund would 
be tax free, like an IRA, and would 
grow year after year. 
   All of the deposits in the fund, 
as well as the vast majority of the 
interest earnings, would be used 
exclusively to help pay claims in the 
event that a storm was so devastating 
that total losses exceed the amount 
of money that is available in the 
private insurance market.   
   A portion of the interest earnings 
would be statutorily dedicated to 
create a stable and dependable 
source of funds for consumer 
education and for county and 
municipal first responder programs, 
for emergency planning and similar 
programs. 

   In addition to creating the fund, 
improving homeowner education 
and enhancing first responder 
funding, our bills would also 
protect consumers against post-
catastrophe price gouging and other 
unscrupulous acts. 
   These bills would fundamentally 
shift our approach to catastrophes 
from reactive to proactive; from 
after-the-fact responses to early 
preparation and preparedness.   
They reflect a growing recognition 
in states across America and 
among national policymakers 
in Washington, DC, that a 
comprehensive and integrated 
approach is essential to protecting 
the 6-in10 American families live 
in areas that are prone to massive 
natural events.  Indeed, for the first 
time ever, both the Democratic 
national Committee and the 
Republican National Committee 

adopted language in their party 
platforms calling for the creation of 
such  programs/  
   Another massive hurricane will 
indeed hit New Jersey and New 
York.  As the first responder groups 
say, “It’s not a mater of ‘if,’ but only 
a question of ‘when’.” 
Without question, the time to focus 
our efforts is now, before the next 
catastrophe strikes. 
  

   Steve Sweeney, a Democrat, is 
the Majority Leader of the New 

Jersey State Senate.
Robert K. Sweeney, also a 

Democrat, is a member of the New 
York Assembly.

They are not related.

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY 
-- Sweet Plantain, the string quartet 
of the next generation, will bring its 
unique urban, Latino sound music 
to Common Ground Coffeehouse 
on Saturday, October 25 at 7:00 
pm.  Common Ground is located 
at the First Unitarian Society of 
Westchester at 25 Old Jackson 
Avenue, Hastings on Hudson.
   Sweet Plantain creates genre-
blurring original compositions and 
arrangements, seamlessly fusing 
Latin, classical, jazz and improvised 
music.  The group gives voice to 
contemporary Latin American 
composers while creating a unique 
urban, Latino sound that captures 
the rhythmic energy characteristic 
of traditional Latin music.  
   The group’s musical aesthetic 
is inspired by the diversity of 
its members. Violinist Romulo 
Benavides and violinist/trombonist 
Eddie Venegas are native-born 
Venezuelans now active in New 
York City’s Latin music scene.  

Sweet Plantain to Perform at 
Common Ground Coffeehouse

Violist Orlando Wells hails from a 
family of jazz musicians.  Cellist 
David Gotay doubles as a rapper 
in the New York City-based band, 
Sound Liberation.  All of Sweet 
Plantain’s members are classically 
trained, with credentials from New 
York City’s Juilliard School and 
Manhattan School of Music. 
   Tickets are $20 for individuals 
and $15 for seniors and students, 
aged 12 and above, and can be 
purchased in advance through 
Common Ground’s website 

at http://commongroundfusw.
com/.  Children under 12 are free.  
For directions and more information, 
please call 914-779-5352.
   All profits from Common Ground 
concerts are donated to local, 
national, and global charities 
and non-profits working to build 
sustainable and just communities. 
For more information on Common 
Ground’s charitable mission, visit: 
http://commongroundfusw.com/
the-common-ground-microcredit-
fund.

“The time will come—the people 
have dreamed it—when the river 
running down from its high source 
among the ancient rocks will ripple 
beside green parks…all of its way 
to the tall grey city at its mouth…
They hope that nothing will prevent 
their making this dream come true.” 
—Carl Carmer, Founder of Scenic 
Hudson

   The establishment of the Hudson 
River School of painting marked 
America’s first domestic art 
movement, providing city dwellers 
with a peek at the river and its 
settings. In the same tradition, the 
Scenic Hudson organization re-
introduces the majesty of the area 
through the lens of Greg Miller 
in “The Hudson River: A Great 
American Treasure.”   The region’s 
most famous locations, including 
Bear Mountain, Saratoga Springs, 

The Hudson River: A Great American Treasure 
Written by Greg Miller in Association with Scenic Hudson

Foreword by Bill McKibben

© The Hudson River, Rizzoli New York, 2008. Photo courtesy of © Greg Miller from The Hudson River

and New York City, are captured 
on its pages in vibrant, panoramic 
color photographs.
   Since 1963, Scenic Hudson has 
been vigilantly dedicated to the 
preservation of the river and wildlife 
along its coastline. The end to PCB 
exposure and restrictions against 
dumping sewage into the river 
marked the end of industrialization 
along the banks of the Hudson. 
Thanks to the organization, the 
sight of fisherman casting their lines 
in hopes of catching prize-winning 
striped bass, families taking dips 
in its cool currents during the 
overwhelming heat of summer, 
and events such as music festivals 
and farmers’ markets are common 
occurrences in 2008. Not too long 
ago, the underwater wildlife was 
almost extinct, but the river is once 
again home to one of the most 
diverse species populations in the 

world. 
   The turn of the century has 
introduced other threats to the 
area’s preservation. Real estate 
developers are poised to obliterate 
much of the nature and history 
in the name of economic growth. 
But Scenic Hudson is steady in its 
aim to protect critically important 
mountaintops, marshlands, tributary 
shorelines, farmland, and areas 
with breathtaking views. Proceeds 
from The Hudson River will benefit 
the organization in their efforts to 
keep the spectacular landscapes 
featured in the book from becoming 
a memory.
   Scenic Hudson is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
protecting, preserving, and restoring 
the Hudson as a public and natural 
resource. Proceeds from the sale 
of this book will benefit Scenic 
Hudson in its efforts.  

The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

   I love art shows – especially 
ones where you can wander around 
outside, enjoy the day while 
marveling at the displays and 
creativity of so many artisans. It 
is also the opportunity to actually 
meet and talk with the artists whose 
works you find of interest.
    On Saturday and Sunday, you 
can also enjoy the 47th Annual 
Armonk Outdoor Art Show which 
is a juried show sponsored by the 
Friends of The North Castle Public 
Library. Exhibitors are from around 
the country and will be showing 
(and of course selling) their pieces 
– including mixed media, oils/
acrylics, photography, printmaking, 
digital art, sculpture, wood, glass, 
baskets, fiber art and limited edition 
jewelry. Maybe I’ll bring home a 
beautiful glass bowl or an amazing 
painting. Something always reaches 

out to me and calls my name – you 
never know what you will find. The 
show runs from 10am to 5pm on 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: www.
armonkoutdoorartshow.org. 
   If you just want to be outside, the 
last day for ‘Westchester’s Bicycle 
Sundays’ is Sunday September 28. 
And it is no longer just for those on 
bikes. Runners, joggers, scooters, 
skaters and even walkers with 
strollers are invited. The course 
begins at the Bronx River Parkway 
at the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains and goes south 
to Scarsdale Road in Yonkers – a 
roundtrip of 13 miles. Please know 
that you must be off the parkway by 
1:50pm and don’t forget your bottle 
of water or your bike safety helmet. 
Info: 914-864-PARK.  
   Just in case you also heard … 
this is National Clean Hands 

Week! From September 21 -27 - 
this is the time that we celebrate 
washing our hands and keeping 
them clean. During this week we 
should encourage a healthy and 
hygienic home, school, workplace 
and office. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
hand washing is the single most 
important thing we can do to keep 
from getting sick and spreading 
illness to others. Personally, I hope 
that we all celebrate clean hands 
week – everytime, everyday and all 
year long! Info: www.cleaning101.
com. 

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website.
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CORTLANDT MANOR, NY -- 
Gyrodyne Company of America 
Inc., a Long-Island-based real estate 
investment trust (REIT), which 
recently acquired the Cortlandt 
Medical Center, has announced 
that it will install two computerized 
defibrillators at the property.
   “These devices are easy to use 
and can save lives,” explained Peter 
Pitsiokos, chief operating officer 
of Gyrodyne (NASDAQ:GYRO). 
“The American Heart Association 
strongly supports placing 
automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) in public areas where it is 
most likely that a need may arise, 
and we believe that a medical office 
building certainly falls into that 
category.”
   The defibrillators are designed 
for minimally trained laypersons 
to use in cardiac emergencies. The 
devices are about the size of a lunch 
box and provide loud voice prompts 
and screen displays to guide the 
user step-by-step. To further 
ensure safety, Gyrodyne is working 
with Dr. Richard H. Becker, a 
cardiologist with offices in the 

Gyrodyne Installs Defibrillators in 
Cortlandt Medical Center

Real Estate Organization Hopes to Place Life-Saving Devices in All of 
Its Medical Office Properties

Peter Pitsiokos (right), chief 
operating officer of Gyrodyne, has 
announced that two computerized 
defibrillators are being installed 
at Gyrodyne’s Cortlandt Medical 

Center. Dr. Richard H. Becker 
(right), a cardiologist with offices 

there will offer defibrillator 
training to interested building 

tenants.

Cortlandt Medical Center, who will 
offer further defibrillator training 
to designated respondents and all 
interested building tenants. He will 
also provide medical oversight to 
ensure quality control. Medtronic, 
which produces the AEDs, surveyed 

the building and helped select the 
most advantageous placement of 
the devices within the property.
   Gyrodyne purchased Cortlandt 
Medical Center, located at 1985 
Crompond Road, across from the 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center, 
this past June. The firm also owns 
several other properties including 
the 10-building Port Jefferson 
Professional Park in Port Jefferson, 
NY,  and the 68-acre mixed-use 
Flowerfield property in St. James, 
NY. Plans are already in the works 
to install defibrillators at these sites 
as well.
   In the few months since acquiring 
the Cortlandt Manor property, 
Gyrodyne has already provided 
several new tenant benefits. A 
summer Tenant Appreciation 
Luncheon also afforded tenants 
with the opportunity to discuss 
their own suggestions for building 
improvements.

   
For further information, visit the 

Gyrodyne Website:
 http://www.gyrodyne.com.

YONKERS, NY -- Nations Roof, 
a leading provider of roofing 
solutions, has hired Joe Carbine 
to serve as vice president, national 
account sales, and renewable energy 
solutions. 
   Carbine has an extensive 
background in energy and life cycle 
analysis/green roofing technologies 
and will play a leading role in 
Nations Roof’s increased focus on 
this emerging market. As Nations 
Roof continues to develop their 
reputation as a leader in green 
roofing, Carbine’s expertise with 
both solar/photovoltaic roofing 
and day lighting will prove a huge 
asset. 
   With almost thirty years of 
industry experience, Carbine was 
most recently with Carlisle SynTec 
where he served as director of 
strategic accounts. Included in his 
many professional achievements is 
playing the lead role in developing 
Carlisle’s RoofSense program 
in conjunction with Patrick 
Downey, president of Merik, Inc. 
Professional Roofing Services. He 

Nations Roof Hires Expert in 
Renewable Energy Solutions 
Carbine Brings Extensive Experience to Support  

Nations Roof’s Aggressive Growth

Joe Carbine, vice president, 
national account sales and 

renewable energy solutions for 
Nations Roof.

was also responsible for developing 
the Carlisle’s Foreman’s Workshop 
in 1984. This intensive training 
program is still in use today 
throughout the country. 
   “Joe brings considerable 
professional experience and a 
demonstrated talent in this field, 
and he will be a definite asset to 
the Nations Roof team,” states 
Nations Roof president of sales and 

marketing, Larry M. Morgan. “As 
we continue to grow our base of 
national customers, we recognize 
the importance of providing them 
with knowledgeable, seasoned 
professionals that understand their 
needs and how our services can meet 
and even surpass those needs.”  
   Nations Roof was founded to give 
today’s businesses a clear choice 
for trustworthy, cost-effective 
roofing. Nations Roof is the only 
top roofing contractor in the United 
States that delivers customers the 
unique combination of locally 
based installers and the strength and 
resources of a national company. 

   For more information, visit 
www.nationsroof.com 

or contact 
Marybeth Leongini at 

864-331-1259. 

 

THE BRONX, NY --  SoBro Studios 
is the new rehearsal space for bands 
and musicians in the up and coming 
Mott Haven neighborhood of the 
South Bronx…right on the doorstep 
of Manhattan.        
   The historic and revitalized 
neighborhood of Mott Haven 
is home to a growing artist and 
musician community, and attracts 
visitors who are in the know 
about the galleries, artist’s lofts, 
restaurants, bars, parties and more 
in the area.  The new rehearsal 
space will serve the locals and aims 
to attract more musicians to the 
neighborhood.  
   SoBro Studios owner Steven 

SoBro Studios Rehearsal Space 
A Sanctuary for Loudness in The South Bronx
Gallegos knew that The Bronx 
is already home to a plethora of 
musicians and bands from genres 
spanning hard rock, hip hop, salsa, 
jazz and more who are in need of a 
comfortable environment in which 
to hone their skills.  Mott Haven’s 
status as an up and coming mecca 
for artists and musicians, and its 
close proximity to many parts of The 
Bronx as well as upper Manhattan 
makes the neighborhood the perfect 
spot for an hourly rehearsal space.    
   The studio aims to provide a 
superior rehearsal experience.  
Gallegos, having played in 
numerous bands himself, felt that 
many NYC studios are lacking 

in terms of functionality and 
basic amenities such as quality 
gear and air conditioning, as well 
as atmosphere.  SoBro Studios 
provides both with four climate 
controlled rooms fully equipped 
with all new gear including Line 
6 SpiderValve combos, heads and 
cabinets; Fender Deville combos; 
Yamaha Powered mixers and 
speakers; Sennheiser Dynamic 
Mics; Gallien-Krueger Backline 210 
bass combo amps; Tama Imperial 
Star and Pearl Forum drum kits 
and Roland live cd recorders. The 
waiting area provides a relaxed, 
local hangout atmosphere with a 
couch and coming soon: a plasma 

TV, vending machines and more. 
When a band arrives at the studio 
they are met with a hospitable and 
encouraging staff ready to care for 
their customers on their road to 
success.  
   SoBro Studios opened its doors 
in late August and is celebrating its 
opening by offering new customers 
their first hour free. Rates are $20 
per hour and the studio is open from 
noon to 4 am daily.   

   For further information, visit 
SoBro Studios at 11 Bruckner 

Boulevard, or at the  SoBro Studios 
Website. Direct email to info@

SoBroStudios.com, or call Steven 

Gallegos at 718-758-4033.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – To mark 
the beginning of National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, a new report by 
the Center for Economic and Policy 
Research (CEPR) documents a large 
wage and benefit advantage for 
Latino workers in unions relative to 
their non-union counterparts.
   The report, “Unions and Upward 
Mobility for Latino Workers,” 
found that unionized Latino 
workers earned, on average, 17.6 
percent more than their non-union 
peers. In addition, Latino workers 
in unions were much more likely to 
have health- insurance benefits and 
a pension plan.
   “Latinos are the fastest growing 
group in the U.S. labor force and 
the fastest growing group inside the 
U.S. labor movement,” said John 
Schmitt, a Senior Economist at 
CEPR and the author of the study. 
“The data show that unions make a 
big difference in wages and benefits 

Unionization Substantially Improves 
the Pay and Benefits of Latino Workers

Union Membership Plays Valuable Role in  
Countering Economic Inequality

for Latino workers.”
   The report, which analyzed data 
from the Census Bureau’s Current 
Population Survey
(CPS), found that unionization 
raises the pay of Latino workers by 
about $2.60 per hour.
According to the report, Latino 
workers in unions were also 26 
percentage points more likely to 
have employer-provided health 
insurance and 27 percentage points 
more likely to have an employer-
provided pension plan than Latino 
workers who were not in unions.
According to the study, unionization 
also strongly benefited Latino 
workers in otherwise low-wage 
occupations. Among Latino workers 
in the 15 lowest-paying occupations, 
union members earned 16.6 percent 
more than those workers who were 
not in unions. In the same low-wage 
occupations, unionized Latinos were 
41 percentage points more likely 

to have employer-provided health 
insurance and 18 percentage points 
more likely to have a pension plan 
than their non-union counterparts.
Latinos made up about five percent 
of the U.S. work force at the end of 
the 1970s. By
2007, Latinos were about 14 
percent of all U.S. workers. In the 
early 1980s, about six percent of 
all unionized workers in the United 
States were Latinos. In 2007, almost 
12 percent of union workers were 
Latinos.
   National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, first declared in 1988, runs 
from September 15 to
October 15. September 15 marked 
the independence from Spain of 
Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua; September 16 is 
Mexican independence day; and 
Chile celebrated its independence 
on September 18. 

DOBBS FERRY,  NY and 
IRVINGTON, NY -- Cabrini 
Immigrant Services (CIS), 
Dobbs Ferry, and Pax Christie 
of Immaculate Church, 
Irvington, are co-sponsoring 
a free film and discussion 
program about immigration 
on Saturday, September 27, at 
6:00 pm.  The event, open to 
the public, will take place in 
the parish school auditorium 
at 16 N. Broadway, Irvington. 
   The documentary film, “The 
Invisible Chapel,” is the story 
of an immigrant population 
and its church, set in an 
affluent suburban area. The 
subsequent discussion will focus 
on faith and the lived experience. 
A light supper will follow. 

CIS and Immaculate Conception 
Church to Co-sponsor Film and 

Discussion on Immigration

   St. Cabrini Nursing Home sponsors 
CIS  in keeping with the vision of St. 
Frances Xavier Cabrini, worldwide 

Patroness of Immigrants. Since its 
opening in 1998, the program has 
served thousands of immigrants 
from more than 100 nations. Its 
services have included broad-
based essential services, including 
English and reading classes, 
citizenship education, health 
care referrals and screenings, 
assistance with benefits, 
employment and naturalization 
and immigration issues, and 
after school homework support. 
   St. Cabrini Nursing Home is a 
skilled nursing facility sponsored 
by the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of  Jesus and part 
of a long tradition of care for the 

elderly and chronically ill.

http://http:/www.gyrodyne.com
http://www.nationsroof.com/
http://www.nationsroof.com/
http://www.sobrostudios.com
mailto:info@SoBroStudios.com
mailto:info@SoBroStudios.com
http://www.cepr.net/
http://www.cepr.net/
http://www.cepr.net/www.cepr.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=83&Itemid=84
http://www.cepr.net/www.cepr.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=83&Itemid=84
http://www.census.gov/cps/
http://www.census.gov/cps/
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- The 
Mount Vernon Public Library 
Foundation will host an evening 
of dinner, dancing and a special 
performance during its inaugural 
ball to raise funds for a state of 
the art Pre-School program at the 
library. The Mount Vernon Public 
Library is the central library of 
Westchester County. 
   Members of the cast of the 
Disney’s Lion King will perform 
during the gala, which will also 
raise funds for books, computers 
and cultural enrichment programs.  
   The gala will be held at the VIP 
Country Club in New Rochelle, 
600 Davenport Avenue, on October 
16 from 5 to 9 p.m. Cast members 
Mpume Sikakane and Juxtapower 
are scheduled to perform at 5:30 
p.m. 
   Board President, Camille Banks-
Lee, said “we are excited to 
offer a taste of Broadway here in 
Westchester County where support 
of the Library, helps enhance 
children services and provides 
an opportunity to sample a 
Broadway production here in our 
community.”
    New books, audio/visual 
reading aids, music CD’s, movie 
DVD’s, and enrichment programs, 
will encourage youngsters to read.  
Proceeds will help create a well-
stocked, appealing environment for 

Disney’s Lion King Performance to Benefit 
the Mount Vernon Public Library

families to share an appreciation for 
books and learning. 
The Mount Vernon Public Library 
Foundation is committed to 
celebrating literacy and forging 
the path to the revitalization and 
expansion of the Mount Vernon 
Public Library, which shares its 
collections with other libraries 
throughout the county. 
   “The Mount Vernon Public 
Library is an essential institution 
in our community and throughout 
this region,” said Superintendent 
of Schools W.L. “Tony” Sawyer. 
“The efforts by the foundation to 
renovate and rejuvenate the library 

will go a long way in helping 
children embrace a love of books 
and literature.”
   Mount Vernon is the largest 
library in the county and the sixth 
largest in New York State. Starting 
with about 5,000 books in 1896, 
the library’s collection houses over 
more than 500,000 volumes and 
subscribes to approximately 800 
current magazines, journals and 
newspapers.
   

For information direct email to 
mvplibraryfoundationgala2008@
gmail.com, or call 914-699-0296.

YONKERS, NY -- Since 1909 
the former Family & Community 
Services Inc.(FCS) social service 
agency served the families of 
this and neighboring villages and 
towns with home health care aides, 
after school programs, family and 
personal counseling, and via the 
award winning Eastchester Child 
Development Center (ECDC)  Just 
before its centennial, FCS formally 
merged into Andrus Children’s 
Center, based in Yonkers and 
which serves more than 2,000 
children and families at seven sites 
throughout Westchester County via 
numerous programs.  To recognize 
that work, the annual Andrus gala 
will be a Birthday Party celebrating 
its own 80th anniversary, plus the 
FCS milestone and the 40th year of 
the ECDC service.  Rick and Lise 
Schramm of Eastchester are chairing 
the party on Friday, November 7, at 
the New York Botanical Garden.  
   “For the residents of Eastchester, 
Tuckahoe and Bronxville, the 
mission of FCS continues through 
its incorporation into Andrus.  What 
a great opportunity to celebrate and 
thank so many people for their 

Birthday Party Celebrates a  
Century of Service!

Nancy Woodruff Ment (right), 
CEO and President of the Andrus 
Children’s Center, thanks Barbara 
and Joe Luciano of Tuckahoe for 

the opportunity to honor them with 
the Center’s “Heart for Kids” 

award at this year’s Andrus gala 
Birthday Party on November 7.

support of our work for kids in so 
many ways!” said Schramm. 
   A focal point of the party will be the 
presentation of Andrus’ cherished 
“Heart for Kids” award to lifelong 

Tuckahoe residents Barbara and Joe 
Luciano, who have spent their lives 
serving children in various ways.  
Barbara has been an administrator 
at ECDC for thirty years, and is 
quick to point out that her own 
grandchildren are often among her 
young charges.  Joe, director of 
parks and recreation for the Town 
of Eastchester, is well known for 
coaching town and recreation sports 
leagues for more than 25 years, and 
credited by many for the building of 
the town’s terrific new Haindl Field 
House.  Rick Schramm continued: 
“We feel honored to be in a position 
to say a public “thanks so much” 
to Barbara and Joe for all the love 
and attention they’ve shared with so 
many families for so many years.” 
  
 For further information about the 
grand Birthday Party for Andrus 
and its fine programs, contact the 
Office of Development at Andrus 
Children’s Center, 914-965-3700, 
ext. 1241, or direct email to Kevin 
Cook, director of development, at 

Kcook@jdam.org. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Congressman Steve Israel (D-NY) 
will address energy, infrastructure 
funding and other hot topics of 
interest to the business community 
during a special breakfast meeting 
to be held by the Westchester 
County Association, Friday, 
October 3, from 8 to 9:30 AM, at 
Pace University School of Law, 78 
North Broadway, Tudor Room.
   The four-term Congressman, who 
represents the 2nd Congressional 
District in Long Island and serves on 
the powerful House Appropriations 
Committee, will explain why 
reducing dependence in foreign oil 
through investments in renewable 
and advanced technologies 
initiatives is important to business 
and the greater community. 
He’ll also focus on funding for 
infrastructure improvements such 
as the Tappan Zee Bridge—the cost 
of which to replace or rehabilitate 
has been estimated at more than 

Congressman Steve Israel to Address 
Westchester County Association

Member of House Appropriations Committee Will Address Reducing 
Dependence on Foreign Oil, Funding for Tappan Zee Bridge and 

Other Hot Topics

$14 billion.
   Congressman Israel is considered 
to be a legislative leader on the issues 
of energy security, professional 
military education and prescription 
drug safety. He was first elected 
in 2000 and has served as Chair 
of the House Democratic Caucus 
Task Force on Defense among his 
several leadership positions.

   There is no charge for the 
conversation with Congressman 
Israel which will include a 
continental breakfast. However, 
reservations are required by visiting 
www.westchester.org. The event is 
being sponsored and hosted by Pace 
University. 
   The Westchester County 
Association (www.westchester.
org) is the preeminent business 
membership organization in 
Westchester County.  The 
Association is committed to 
business advocacy, economic 
vitality and to providing a strong 
and clear voice for the interests of 
businesses on the regional, national 
and international levels.  Its key 
objectives are:  promoting positive 
economic development in the region; 
fostering business development; and 
providing its members with access 
and interaction with key public and 
private sector individuals, agencies 
and organizations.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- Talbot’s, 
White Plains, and Peter Duffy Furs 
will showcase some of the latest 
styles in seasonal attire at a Fashion 
Show  on Saturday, October 4 
sponsored by the St. Cabrini 
Nursing Home Auxiliary.  
   The  annual luncheon program, 
beginning at 11:30 am, will take 
place at Rudy’s Beau Rivage, 19 
Livingston Ave., Dobbs Ferry..  
Proceeds will go toward programs 
benefiting  the residents of the 
non-profit skilled nursing facility.  

Talbot’s and Peter Duffy Furs
to be Featured in 

Fashion Show 
Benefiting 

St. Cabrini Nursing Home Residents
A 50/50 raffle will be held in 
conjunction with the event, and 
ticket holders need not be present 
to win.
   Information about tickets for the 
fashion show, at $65 each, or the 
raffle, at $10 each ($50 for a book 
of six) can be obtained by calling 
the receptionist desk at St. Cabrini 

Nursing Home at 914 693-6800.  
   St. Cabrini Nursing Home is 
sponsored by the Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

part of a long tradition of caring for 
the elderly and chronically ill.

YONKERS, NY -- If you are 
considering rescuing a shelter 
animal, attend the multi-animal 
shelter adoption fair and dog show 
Saturday, October 11, from 11:30 
AM - 3:30 PM, being held at  65 
Crisfield St., in Yonkers, NY, which 
is situated 1 block off of Central 
Avenue next to Nathan’s at the 
Sunrise Assisted Living Facitily. 
   Puppies, Kittens, Dogs and Cats 
from several local animal shelters 
and rescue groups will be available 
for adoption. 
   Adoption Fee’s range from $60- 
$250.  
   All dogs welcome to enter in 
several categories.  Prizes! 
   For more information or to sign 

up for the Dog Show, call 914-395-
3500. 

Rescuing a Shelter Animal

file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
file:///Westchester%20TT-Base/WTT-Vol.2%20Issue66/Articles/WTTads@gmail.com
mailto:mvplibraryfoundationgala2008@gmail.com,or
mailto:mvplibraryfoundationgala2008@gmail.com,or
mailto:Kcook@jdam.org
http://www.westchester.org
http://www.westchester.org
http://www.westchester.org
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 515 BROADWAY    DOBBS FERRY 10522 

  Holocaust    Remembrance    Program: 

SAVING   A   LIFE: 70 Years Later 

 

NOVEMBER 9  – NOVEMBER 14, 2008  between 9:30 -11:30  A.M.  

  

With cooperation of Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center Speakers Bureau, 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center and Rabbi Barry Kenter,  

the following survivors will speak to student groups and the community-at-large. 

(* =recommended for high school) 

 

! NOV 9 - SYLVIE LEDNICER born in Belgium, hidden by a Catholic family, 

returned to her grandmother after the war and came to the U.S. 

! NOV 12 - BETTINA GRAF born in Austria, experienced Kristallnacht in 1938,    

the “blitz” in London, and a torpedoed ship to the U.S. 

! NOV 13 - BETTY KNOOP * deported from Holland to Bergen-Belsen via the Dutch 

transit camp Westerbork (same camp as Anne Frank); established a new life after 

liberation by Soviets. 

! NOV 14 – ED LESSING * hid with his whole family 1942-45; joined resistance 

NOV 10 at 7:30 PM Interfaith Kristallnacht Remembrance Program, co-sponsored by 

Woodlands, featuring HELGA LUDEN, a German-born survivor who was hidden as a child 

in a convent in France.  She came to the U.S. from the Dominican Republic in 1946 and 

has been honored as a Woman of Valor. 

 

Admission is free, but reservat ions for groups are required by 

NOV. 3rd.         

           Plan for a two hour visit to include exhibit and speakers.   

Contact HELENE ALALOUF at 917-941-7577 or 
HAlalouf@aol.com 

YONKERS, NY -- September 
means back to school, cooler 
weather and the dreaded fall clean-
up. This year, think green instead 
of the brilliant bright yellows, rich 
reds and russet that the season 
brings with more environmentally 
friendly clean-up methods.
   The experts at Perf Go Green, 
(www.perfgogreen.com) a new 
biodegradable plastics company 
whose first products are hitting 
grocery store shelves this fall 
recommend the following tips for 
fall clean-up:
   Knowing when to water - If the 
forecast says rain, there is no need 
to use sprinklers, instead, install a 
smart timer to reduce water usage 
based on weather conditions and 
soil moisture
   Ditch the blower and grab the 
broom – not only do some blowers 
emit pollutants, they can be noisy 
and irritable to neighbors and blown 
leaves can clog drains Sweep up the 
debris on your driveway and bag it.
   Swap traditional bags with 
biodegradable – For disposing 
of all those clippings, consider a 
biodegradable trash bag. Perf Go 
Green has just introduced a new 
durable oversized lawn and leaf bag 
that will let those clippings breathe 

Think Green Instead of Yellow, Red 
and Russet for Fall Clean-Up

in just 12-24 months at the landfill 
as opposed to hundreds of years 
like traditional plastics.
   If you opt for no bag at all, start 
a compost - Compost dead leaves 
and wood to create healthy mulch 
in time for Spring.
   Grab your grandfather’s 
garden tools - Self powered garden 
tools are both inexpensive and eco 
friendly. The push mower that is 
easy enough for the kids and gets 
the whole family involved
   Where to Buy: Perf Go Green’s 
13 Gallon Tall Kitchen Trash 
Bags and 30 Gallon Lawn & Leaf 
Bags are available for purchase 
online through DrugStore.com 
and Amazon.com and will be 
sold at retailers nationally in the 
fall including Walgreens (mid-

September).
   Pricing: The 13 Gallon Tall 
Kitchen Trash Bags: approximately 
$4.80. 
The 30 Gallon Lawn & Leaf Bags: 
approximately $7.35
   

Perf Go Green is a marketer 
and distributor of biodegradable 
plastics incorporating recycled 

plastics that begin to breakdown 
in a landfill environment in 12-
24 months, leaving no residue 
or harmful toxins behind. The 
company’s first products a 13 

gallon tall kitchen trash bags and 
30 gallon lawn and leaf bags are 
available online and in national 
retailers, including Walgreens 

beginning mid-September.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Speakers at the Confederation 
of Neighborhood Associations 
expressed very diverse views about 
development in New Rochelle.  At 
the Confederation’s September 17th 
meeting, Craig King, Commissioner 
of Development for the City of New 
Rochelle gave a broad viewpoint 
of the city on development.   The 
RMF Committee was formed by 
the city to up-zone the townhouse 
zoning.  The city has a two-fold 
plan: a residential one or two 
family low density designation 
and a denser downtown and North 
Avenue designation.  The high rise 
zoning permitted “allows for more 
urbanized” and “transit based based 
development” with not so many 
cars.  King 
cited the Trump and Avalon 
developments and claimed nothing 
has been decided on the Armory.  
He said he “understands the Armory 
but what’s there now is not good 
for the neighborhood or city.”  He 
claimed New Rochelle has an edge 
over Yonkers and White Plains 
because “we have a downtown next 
to the water.”
   Former Mayor Len Paduano 
contrasted the townhouse law he 
sponsored when he was Mayor 
which required l0 acres and 
compared it to the “greedy people” 
on Pelham Road who bought one 
house and placed 5 or 6 townhouses 
on one piece of property.  How 
could that happen?  He recalled 
a letter received in l986 from the 
county which stated they were 
going to prohibit any new sewer 
connections.  What has happened 
are high rise buildings with perhaps 
400 toilets and bathtubs being 
considered one sewer connection.  
“Our sewage system is in complete 
disrepair when any new building is 
considered.”
   Paduano advocated for total 
rezoning but look at these 
townhouses we have now and see 
that all we have is spot zoning.  
“This would not have happened 
if we had a comprehensive plan.”  
Every development can’t be that 
good.  Sometimes “you say no.”  
Our Planning Board, of which 

Opposing Views on Development in 
New Rochelle

By Peggy Godfrey

Paduano was once a member, should 
represent the citizens and not the 
city. He questioned, “How big do we 
want New Rochelle to be?’  Further, 
he stated he was “proud of the north 
end for the way they keep the city 
pristine.”  He ended by saying this 
is the “first time I’ve spoken out” 
because he feels strongly about the 
city he loves.
   Next Tom Lang, a member 
of the RMF Committee which 
had a priority to limit density in 
residential neighborhoods, said the 
Committee worked for two years 
at the direction of the Mayor with 
Senior Planner, Ed Lynch and the 
Development Department to rezone 
overdeveloped areas.  This year 
200 acres were rezoned.  Lang 
also mentioned how the Residence 
Park Neighborhood showed up 
“in mass” to protest a proposal 
for a seven story building in their 
neighborhood.
   The last speaker was Frank 
Jones, President of the Northfield 
Neighborhood Assocation, who 
began by recalling the first time 
he met Mayor Bramson.  When 
Jones asked where the bulk of 
the city property taxes comes 
from, Bramson told him “almost 
l00% comes from homeowners” 
rather than commercial property.  
Jones continued he was not “anti-
development if it improves the 
quality of life.”  The break-even 
point previously advocated by 
Paduano was also cited if it can 
create “better services.”  For 
example, updated zoning codes “left 
out” drive-up windows and the next 
day a large number of applications 
for drive-in windows came into City 
Hall.  Why should residents feel 
like adversaries if we pay almost 
l00% of the taxes?  Currently we 
need a zoning code where if the 

community doesn’t like something, 
it’s all right for the Planning Board 
to say no.  Development should help 
the city and reduce taxes.  Since 
the city can’t make developers fix 
the streets, ‘”you have to pay for 
street improvements” that may be 
needed.
   Joan Bristol, President of the 
Confederation of Neighborhood 
Associations, felt Frank Jones had 
made a case for revitalization of 
the Confederation.  She planned 
to have a general meeting of the 
various neighborhood associations 
soon.  When Echo Bay and saving 
the Armory were brought up, Frank 
Jones told about a neighbor who 
was not concerned about saving 
this building.  Jones answered this 
person, “They are our neighbors, if 
it’s important to them, then it should 
be important to us.”  
   Former New York State 
Assemblyman Ron Tocci addressed 
the group.  He pointed out that prior 
to Home Depot’s arrival, the total 
assessments in the city were more 
than they are now.  “We give away 
the kitchen sink.”  
   Councilman Lou Trangucci, district 
one, who supports preserving 
the Armory, made it clear to the 
group he was the only one to vote 
against Forest City Residential’s 
memorandum of understanding 
for Echo Bay.  He said this 
developer wants to claim this land 
for “basically nothing” by using 
brownfields money .”  He told 
those present, “I am trying to bring 
government to you.”  
   George Imburgia summed up 
his concerns after the meeting.  
“Some people believe that 
developing a city is the answer to 
their city’s financial  problems.  
They also believe that development 
will attract people to the city.  These 
views are not always correct.  If 
one looks at nearby large cities, 
development has created more 
problems than it has solved.  
Responsible development is the 
type that was done in the town 
of Eastchester which tailored 
developments to its size. 

 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Monroe 
College freshmen in New Rochelle 
received an orientation to 
college life, earlier this month, 
which very likely differed 
from other college orientations 
in Westchester County. 
   Marc Jerome, executive vice 
president, placed the emphasis 
of his remarks on getting out of 
college and getting a job, more 
so than on starting college.  
However, getting started on 
the right foot with this goal in 
mind, he said, was a process 
that should start their first day 
of class as freshmen.
    “This is why we have a dress 
code at Monroe. This is why we 
ask you to remove your baseball 
caps when you enter the building 
and be properly dressed when 
attending class. We always have 
employers on campus and the 
feedback that we get from them 
is that our students always make 
a first good impression, plus they 
never have to worry about being 
run over by one of them zipping by 
on a skateboard!”
   Jerome also introduced his 
management team which includes 
a new addition, this semester, 
Walter J. Eddie, the college’s new 
Executive Director of Student 
and Residence Life.  Eddie was 
previously Director of The Boys’ 
Club of New York’s Jefferson 
Park Clubhouse in East Harlem, 
where he was responsible for the 
coordination and implementation 

“Business as Usual” is New Message for 
Monroe College Freshmen

of all educational and recreation 
based programs and activities 

designed specifically for the youth 
that utilize the facility.  “Take 
advantage of the resources being 
offered by the Office of Student & 
Residence Life. The programs and 
activities are structured to support 
your growth and development 
as you pursue your degree. It’s 
important that you get involved 
with your major clubs,” advised 
Eddie.  “It’s where you will develop 
a network of friends and support 
that will enhance your chances for 
success. You’ll be socializing with 
students who are either taking the 
same classes that you’ll be taking, 
or who are a semester or two ahead 
of you and able to help you through 
any rough patches that you may 
encounter with your coursework 
or in adjusting to living in a 
dormitory.”  Eddie holds a Master 
of Science Degree, with honors, 
in Administration & Supervision 

from Fordham University; a Master 
of Science Degree, with honors, 

in Education from Herbert 
H. Lehman College and a 
Bachelor of Science degree, 
with honors, in Criminal 
Justice and a Minor Degree in 
Business Administration from 
Mercy College.
   But it’s not all work and 
no play at Monroe. As a 
team-building exercise, 
140 freshmen were taken to 
Manhattan on a scavenger 
hunt. Many were from 
overseas and so being dropped 
off in Times Square with 

nothing more than clue sheets to 
find famous Manhattan landmarks 
and the cell phone number of their 
residence hall director – just in 
case.  It was a brash introduction to 
attending college in Metropolitan 
New York. The number of 
participants exceeded the largest 
number of scavenger hunt on record 
with the Guinness Book of World 
Records.  
   And on September 20th, Monroe 
freshmen joined college students 
from throughout New Rochelle 
at the first ever “Back to College 
Outdoors Movie Night” held on 
Library Green. The event was co-
sponsored by Monroe, College of 
New Rochelle and Iona College, as 
well as the New Rochelle BID and 
several businesses throughout the 
city to welcome New Rochelle’s 
more than 7,000 students who 
attend college locally. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Archbishop 
Stepinac High School, located at 
950 Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains, will hold its Fall Open 
House on Sunday, October 19, from 
1 to 4 p.m.    The event, which is 
open to 7th and 8th grade students 
throughout Westchester and the 
Bronx, will provide parents and 
future high school students with 
information about the school, along 
with its academic, sports and extra-
curricular programs.
The Open House will begin with 
a welcome from school officials 
and a video presentation in the 
auditorium. Current high school 
students will then conduct separate 
tours for parents and students.  

Archbishop Stepinac High School 
Holds Fall Open House

The event will conclude in the 
gymnasium, where teachers, 

coaches and students will provide 
information on various course 
offerings, sports teams, clubs and 
other school activities. 
   For more information on the 
Stepinac High School Open House, 
please visit www.stepinac.org.

   Founded in 1948, Archbishop 
Stepinac High School’s mission 
is to offer young men a highly 
competitive academic and 
extracurricular program that will 
prepare them for college and 
leadership roles.  The faculty and 
staff accomplish these objectives by 
pursuing excellence and creating a 
supportive, disciplined atmosphere 
with a strong sense of camaraderie 
and Christian values that are unique 
to the Stepinac experience.  

For more information on Stepinac 
High School please visit www.

stepinac.org.  
 

YONKERS, NY -- Throughout 
the 2007-2008 academic year, 395 
Yonkers high school juniors and 
seniors participated in a free SAT 
Prep Class, that enabled students 
to increase their SAT scores by 
an average of 155 points. The 
program measured scores from the 
first diagnostic test taken to the 
final SAT. Eighty students in the 
program increased their scores by 
200 to more than 400 points.
   The program, sponsored by 
Yonkers Partners in Education 
(YPIE) with partial funding from 
the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities, provided an opportunity 
for Charlyn Brea, a 2008 graduate 
of Lincoln High school, to increase 
her SAT score by 400 points and gain 
acceptance to Dartmouth College.  
Brooke Spaight, who will graduate 
from Yonkers High School in 2009, 
increased her score by 470 points, 
prompting her to remark, “Now I 
can actually apply to schools where 
I never had a shot of getting in 
before I took this course.”
   The access to college provided by 
YPIE SAT Prep has been  important 
to Yonkers students because, in the 
words of YPIE Executive Director 
Wendy Nadel, “It has enabled them 
to compete equally with students 

Yonkers High School 
Students Score Big With 

SAT Prep Classes
Free Prep Courses Credited With Significantly 

Increasing Average SAT Scores
who receive comprehensive 
preparation before taking the SAT.  
Research has shown that such 
preparation makes a significant 
difference in score outcomes and 
consequent college admissions.” 
   Prior to this year, most students 
attending the Yonkers Public Schools 
came into the SAT test having taken 
just the PSAT, with no other means 
of preparation due to the steep fees 
associated with SAT courses and/
or private tutors. Previous scores 
reflected this lack of preparation 
and have prevented many Yonkers 
students from competing for slots 
at the nation’s more competitive 
colleges. “As important as the score 
increases, is the tremendous impact 
on the students’ self-confidence 
and outlook for their futures,” 
continued Nadel. “Programs such 
as this help Yonkers students see 
their possibilities.” 
   Yonkers Partners in Education 
mission, in partnership with the 
public and private sectors, strives 
to ensure that all children who 
attend the Yonkers Public Schools 
have access to a quality education 
that prepares them for high school 
graduation, college, work, and 
success in life.
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until after the election, claiming that 
it wasn’t their fault. I am hopeful 
that last night’s discussions are a 
sign they have changed their mind 
and will take action soon. But any 
action should be designed to keep 
people in their homes and safe guard 
the life savings of all Americans by 
protecting our financial system. 
   “There are certainly plenty of 
places to point fingers, and it may 
be hard to pinpoint the original 
event that set it all in motion. But let 
me give you an educated guess. The 
financial crisis we’re living through 
today started with the corruption 
and manipulation of our home 
mortgage system. At the center of 
the problem were the lobbyists, 
politicians, and bureaucrats who 
succeeded in persuading Congress 
and the administration to ignore the 
festering problems at Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac. 
   “These quasi-public corporations 
lead our housing system down 
a path where quick profit was 
placed before sound finance. They 
institutionalized a system that 
rewarded forcing mortgages on 
people who couldn’t afford them, 
while turning around and selling 
those bad mortgages to the banks 
that are now going bankrupt. 
Using money and influence, they 
prevented reforms that would have 
curbed their power and limited their 
ability to damage our economy. 
And now, as ever, the American 
taxpayers are left to pay the price 
for Washington’s failure. 
   “Two years ago, I called for reform 
of this corruption at Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac. Congress did nothing. 
The Administration did nothing. 
Senator Obama did nothing, and 
actually profited from this system 
of abuse and scandal. While Fannie 
and Freddie were working to keep 
Congress away from their house of 
cards, Senator Obama was taking 
their money. He got more, in fact, 
than any other member of Congress, 
except for the Democratic chairmen 
of the committee that oversees 
them. And while Fannie Mae was 
betraying the public trust, somehow 
its former CEO had managed to gain 
my opponent’s trust to the point that 
Senator Obama actually put him 
in charge of his vice presidential 
search. 
   “This CEO, Mr. Johnson, walked 
off with tens of millions of dollars 
in salary and bonuses for services 

Remarks By John McCain On Our Financial Markets
rendered to Fannie Mae, even after 
authorities discovered accounting 
improprieties that padded his 
compensation. Another CEO for 
Fannie Mae, Mr. Raines, has been 
advising Senator Obama on housing 
policy. This even after Fannie Mae 
was found to have committed quote 
“extensive financial fraud” under 
his leadership. Like Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Raines walked away with tens 
of millions of dollars. 
Senator Obama may be taking 
their advice and he may be taking 
their money, but in a McCain-Palin 
administration, there will be no 
seat for these people at the policy-
making table. They won’t even 
get past the front gate at the White 
House. 
   “My friends, this is the problem 
with Washington. People like 
Senator Obama have been too busy 
gaming the system and haven’t ever 
done a thing to actually challenge 
the system.
   “We’ve heard a lot of words from 
Senator Obama over the course of 
this campaign. But maybe just this 
once he could spare us the lectures, 
and admit to his own poor judgment 
in contributing to these problems. 
The crisis on Wall Street started in 
the Washington culture of lobbying 
and influence peddling, and he was 
square in the middle of it.
The financial services industry -- 
and there are many honest and 
honorable people who work in it -- 
plays a vital role in our economy. 
Mutual fund companies help 
Americans save for retirement. 
Banks and lending companies 
provide the mortgages that help us 
buy our homes. Investment firms 
supply the seed money that helps 
entrepreneurs create tomorrow’s 
jobs. Insurance companies protect 
us against unknown risks. 
   “Yet as the financial crisis continues 
and bailouts and bankruptcies 
mount, it’s clear financial firms 
have lost the trust of the American 
people. That trust cannot be regained 
unless we adopt some fundamental 
reforms. Government has a clear 
responsibility to act and to defend 
the public interest. That is exactly 
what I intend to do. 
   “First, to deal with the immediate 
crisis, I will lead in the creation 
of the Mortgage and Financial 
Institutions trust -- the MFI. The 
underlying principle of the MFI 
or any approach considered by 

Congress should be to keep people 
in their homes and safe guard the 
life savings of all Americans by 
protecting our financial system 
and capital markets. This trust will 
work with the private sector and 
regulators to identify institutions 
that are weak and fix them before 
they become insolvent. The MFI 
is an early intervention program 
to help financial institutions avoid 
bankruptcy, expensive bailouts and 
damage to their customers. This will 
get the Treasury and other financial 
regulatory authorities in a proactive 
position instead of reacting in a 
crisis mode to one situation after 
another. 
   “The MFI will restore investor 
and market confidence, build sound 
financial institutions, assist troubled 
institutions and protect our financial 
system while minimizing taxpayer 
exposure. This is an important step, 
but it is not enough. I will also take 
the additional actions needed to 
make sure a crisis like this is never 
allowed to build and break over the 
American people again. 
   “Second, I will propose and sign 
into law reforms to prevent financial 
firms from concealing their bad 
practices. An inexcusable lack of 
financial transparency allowed Wall 
Street firms to engage in reckless 
behavior that padded their profits 
and fattened executive bonuses 
when times were good, but now 
imperil the financial security of 
millions of Americans when their 
bets turned sour. 
   “So much of the damage to our 
economy could have been avoided 
if these practices had been exposed 
to the light of day. Americans have 
a right to know when their jobs, 
pensions, IRAs, investments, and 
our whole economy are being put 
at risk by the recklessness of Wall 
Street. And under my reforms for the 
financial sector, that fundamental 
right will be protected. 
   “Third, we need regulatory clarity. 
The lack of transparency in our 
financial markets went unnoticed 
by the regulatory agencies scattered 
throughout Washington charged 
with protecting the common good. 
We’ve got the SEC, the FDIC, the 
CFTC, the SIPC, the OCC, the Fed. 
At best, this confusing assortment 
of regulators and institutions was 
egregiously lax in carrying out 
their responsibilities. At worst, they 
engaged in the old Washington game 

of guarding their bureaucratic turf, 
instead of safeguarding the public 
interest and protecting investors. 
   “Many in the financial services 
industry also either forgot or 
neglected their duty to act ethically 
and honorably. This shortcoming 
was aided and abetted by the 
creation of financial instruments 
that allowed lenders to escape any 
responsibility for the risk of their 
loans. In the past, lenders had to 
pay a price if they made a bad loan. 
Today, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
worked with Wall Street to bundle 
together all these dicey subprime 
loans and then pushed them off on 
investors who didn’t have the tools 
of transparency needed to assess or 
even understand the risk. 
   “The current system promotes 
confusion, encourages bureaucratic 
infighting and creates incentives for 
financial firms to cut corners. We 
need to enhance regulatory clarity 
by holding the same financial 
activity to one regulatory standard. 
We don’t need a dozen federal 
agencies doing the job badly -- we 
need the best federal agencies to do 
the job right.
   “Fourth, we must ensure that 
consumers and investors are 
protected. Our regulatory system 
must protect consumers and 
investors by punishing individuals 
who engage in fraud, break 
contracts, or lie to customers -- like 
the predatory lenders who know 
you can’t afford an adjustable rate 
mortgage, but mislead you into 
signing one. These actions are 
criminal and the people who commit 
them should be behind bars. And 
corporate governance rules will be 
reformed so that shareholders have 
a clear say in determining the pay of 
CEOs and other senior executives. 
On my watch, the consequences for 
corporate abuse will not be more 
enrichment, but more likely an 
indictment. 
   Fifth, in cases where failing 
companies seek taxpayer bailouts, 
the Treasury Department will follow 
consistent policies in deciding 
whether to guarantee loans. It must 
have well developed remedies for 
a financial crisis. With billions of 
dollars in public money at stake, it 
will not do to keep making it up as 
we go along.
   “Finally, the Federal Reserve 
should get back to its core business 
of responsibly managing our money 
supply and inflation. It needs to get 
out of the business of bailouts. The 
Fed needs to return to protecting 
the purchasing power of the dollar. 
A strong dollar will reduce energy 

and food prices. It will stimulate 
sustainable economic growth and 
get this economy moving again.
   “All of these measures will 
calm and help us to avoid future 
panics and disasters in the financial 
markets. But to get through this 
tough time for America, and to come 
out stronger, we need a strategy of 
economic growth. And the massive 
new tax burden that my opponent 
plans for the American economy is 
exactly the wrong answer. His tax 
increase -- along with the enormous 
new federal programs he proposes -- 
are the surest way to turn a recession 
into a depression. In every respect, 
the Obama tax hikes would make 
things even worse for the working 
people of this country.
   “I have proposed, and will sign 
into law, an economic recovery 
plan for working Americans that is 
directed to the middle class. It will 
grow this economy, create millions 
of jobs and bring opportunity back 
to Americans. You will get a tax 
policy that creates family prosperity 
and allows you to save for the 
future. I will not raise your taxes 
on income or investments. And we 
will simplify the tax code so people 
can understand it and do their tax 
returns themselves. 
   “I will give every family a $5,000 
credit to buy their own health 
insurance policy and let them 
chose their own doctor. This will 
make insurance affordable to every 
American. 
   “I will double the child exemption 
from $3,500 to $7,000 to help 
families pay for the rising cost of 
living.
   “Under my plan, a married couple 
with two children making $35,000 
will get $5,000 to pay for health 
insurance and additional medical 
expenses. This family would get 
another $1,050 from my child 
exemption. That adds up to over 
$6,000. That is a lot more than 
what any hardworking middle class 
family, gets under the Obama plan.
   “Business taxes will be cut from 
the second highest in the world 
at 35 percent to 25 percent. Tax 
incentives will spur investment in 
new plants and equipment. Research 
and development incentives will 
keep companies on the cutting edge 
of their industries. Healthcare costs 
will diminish. Companies will stop 
sending jobs overseas to low-cost, 
low-tax countries and start creating 
jobs here in America. 
   “I will expand markets for our 
goods and services. A one in five 
of all jobs in this country are linked 
to world trade. In five states alone 

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Colorado over 5 
million jobs depend on trade. My 
economic recovery plan will create 
millions of jobs in America instead 
of driving them overseas.
   “I will adopt an “all of the above” 
energy policy which expands our 
use of oil, natural gas, clean coal and 
nuclear facilities. We will embark 
on a national mission to build an 
alternative energy base, creating 
millions of new jobs. We will 
create the most diversified energy 
economy in the world. And, I will 
return to the American economy 
the $700 billion dollars we send 
overseas every year to buy oil.
   “My opponent offers a very 
different economic future. He has 
continuously shifted his position 
on taxes. At the beginning of this 
campaign he promised to raise taxes 
on your savings and investments. 
He said he won’t raise taxes for 
most people but he has voted 94 
times in his short Senate career 
for tax increases and against tax 
cuts. He said he would only tax the 
rich, but he voted this year to raise 
taxes on those making just $42,000. 
Senator Obama has simply not 
given Americans good reason to 
trust him with your tax dollars.
   “My opponent is against lowering 
taxes on businesses which are the 
second highest in the world. He will 
impose mandated health insurance 
on businesses that would cost 
up to $12,000 per employee. He 
opposes free trade. He also wants 
to take away the fundamental right 
of workers to have a secret ballot 
when voting to be part of a union. 
Now is not the time for these 
destructive policies that will cripple 
business growth, destroy jobs and 
hurt the middle class. Now is the 
time to take action to address this 
crisis and take action to put our 
economy back on a path of growth.
   “Even though Democratic leaders 
say they don’t know what to do, I 
believe the deep problems afflicting 
our financial system won’t be solved 
by one political party. There is only 
one candidate in this race who has a 
record of reaching across the aisle 
to work out the bipartisan solutions 
needed to move our country forward 
in times of crisis -- and I will 
bring that same spirit of bipartisan 
cooperation to the White House. It 
took members of both parties to get 
America into this mess, and it will 
take all of us, working together, to 
lead the way out. 
   “Thank you.”

program to mitigate the effects of 
any changes in assessment were 
also discussed.  Gronowski noted 
that the Villages of Pelham and 
Rye Brook have already undertaken 
local revaluation; the Village of 
Mamaroneck is now in the process 
of considering its own revaluation 
undertaking. 

Gronowski Calls for City Property 
Reassessment

Gronowski initially introduced this 
legislation in April 2008, but in May, 
the Council voted unanimously for 
a countywide reassessment of all 
property. The county is currently 
engaged in a reassessment study, 
expected to be completed in March 
2009.   The Yonkers City Council 
discussed waiting for the results of 

the county study or moving forward 
independently.   
Yonkers has capitulated to more than 
$5 million in certiorari payments in 
the first quarter of 2008 alone, far 
exceeding the estimated $3 million 
cost for reassessment. 

  September is “Emergency 
Preparedness Month” and it is 
important that every member of 
our communities is as prepared 
as possible for the unanticipated 
events that require us to band 
together to protect our families, 
friends, neighbors, and property in 
the event of an emergency.   
   Over the past decade, Westchester 
County residents have been witness 
to some of the worst  emergencies 
and disasters, both deliberate and 
natural, in our history.  Fires, floods, 
acts of terrorism – many residents 
here have lived through tragic loss 
and extensive damage to property.  
On the governmental level, we 
have allocated resources to disaster 
prevention and protection on a 
local, state and federal level, but 
there are many things that each one 
of us can do, as individuals and as 
communities, to assist in the case of 
emergency. 
   I recently had the opportunity 
to meet with some very dedicated 
Westchester residents who 
have initiated an important 
program across our County.  The 
“Community Emergency Response 
Team” (CERT) training program 
provides an important link 
between emergency services and 
the people they serve.  The goal is 
for emergency personnel to train 

September Is  
“Emergency Preparedness” 

Month
By Andrea Stewart-Cousins

New York State Senator Representing the 35th District

community residents, organizations 
and workplaces in basic response 
skills.  CERT members are then 
integrated into the emergency 
response capability for their local 
community, and if necessary, 
countywide.  This valuable program 
prepares residents to respond to 
disasters, and provides the skills that 
help “ordinary residents” become 
extraordinary leaders in helping 
emergency responders save lives 
and protect property in the event of 
a disaster.  CERT training covers: 
preparedness, fire safety, basic 
medical operations, light search 
and rescue, disaster psychology, 
CERT organization and structure, 
and response to terrorism. 
   I encourage you to get involved 

now!  Free CERT training sessions 
are offered throughout the year for 
residents of Westchester County.  
For more information, please 
contact: P.O. Peter Dandreano at  
914.682.5334 or pdandreano@
greenburghny.com or CERT Capt. 
Richard Edelson at 914.428.8337 
or CERTredelson@att.net. 
   The first fall CERT training will 
be held on Tuesday, September 23, 
2008 at the Greenburgh Town Hall 
at 7:00 pm, and it is free and open 
to the public. 
   In addition to the training that is 
offered through the CERT program, 
there is also an effort underway by 
the American Red Cross here in 
Westchester County, in partnership 
with my office, to educate people 
and organizations about emergency 
preparedness and provide 
information about the assistance 
and services that are made available 
to victims of disasters in our area by 
the American Red Cross.  

   For information about sponsoring 
or attending one of these 

workshops, or with questions 
about either one of these important 
programs, please do not hesitate to 
contact my Community Office at 

914-771-4190.

mailto:pdandreano@greenburghny.com
mailto:pdandreano@greenburghny.com
mailto:CERTredelson@att.net
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News About New Rochelle

Rochelle). The race emerges from 
the woods at Webster Avenue 
and Flandreau Avenue, with a 1/4 
mile race down Flandreau to New 
Rochelle High School and a finish 
line on the track. This finish is just 
across North Avenue from the start 
at Paine Cottage. Of the 13.1 miles 
of race track, approximately 12 will 
be run on dirt. There doesn’t exist 
another race like it anywhere in the 
New York metropolitan area. 
   Registration for the race is now 
open. In addition, volunteers 
are needed to help with race 
organization. To volunteer, please 
contact Greg Stern at sterno2005@
gmail.com or 914-834-6794. To 
find out more about the race, please 
log on to www.soundshorerun.com/
paine. 
   Finally, the Colonial Greenway 
is not just for runners! Anyone 
interested in walking through some 
of Westchester’s most beautiful 
parks and historic neighborhoods 
should avail themselves of a great 
new recreational resource. Maps and 
blazes are in place at key locations, 
so you will never feel lost. 
North Avenue Streetscape Bid 
Accepted
Work Set to Commence in Early 
2009
   The second phase of our North 
Avenue streetscape upgrade is ready 

to roll, with the unanimous selection 
of a contractor by the City Council. 
Following the well-received 
enhancement of the College District 
surrounding Iona, we plan similar 
improvements, including new 
sidewalks, trees, street furniture, 
paving, and so forth on the portion 
of North Avenue bounded by Fifth 
Avenue and the Thruway Overpass. 
In addition, two landscaped areas 
will be created at Hamilton Avenue 
and the Boulevard. This roughly 
$2m project is funded entirely by 
federal Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG) that the City 
has banked for this purpose for 
several years. The only bad news: 
because a portion of the funding 
comes from our 2009 CDBG 
budget, federal Housing and Urban 
Development regulations do not 
permit us to commence work until 
that calendar year. We have to wait 
just a few more months to put a 
shovel in the ground. 
City & School District To Explore 
Shared Services
Goal Is Efficiency and Cost-
Savings
   The New Rochelle City government 
and School District are independent 
entities with separate budgets, staff, 
and taxing authority. Nonetheless, 
we serve the same community 
and draw resources from the same 

taxpayers and, therefore, have a 
responsibility to work together 
in order to avoid duplication and 
achieve efficiencies. 
   To this end, the City and School 
District have agreed to establish a 
high-level staff-to-staff working 
group to review our services 
comprehensively and identify 
options for consolidation or joint 
action. This is not a new concept, 
and we have worked together 
previously on an ad hoc basis, but 
this will be the first (at least in 
my memory) thorough review of 
operations. 
   This process acquires particular 
importance in light of the weakening 
national economy and its probable 
impact on local budgets, so I am 
hopeful that recommendations 
will be in place in time for the 
City’s budget deliberations this 
December. 
Council Aims to Promote Public 
Art
Proposal Would Require 
Art Installation at Major 
Developments
   In recent years, our community has 
benefited from several prominent 
public art installations, including 
those at our Transit Center and the 
Trump Plaza pedestrian bridge, 
which have added a new cultural 
dimension and visual excitement to 

our downtown streetscape. With an 
eye towards encouraging additional 
artistic vitality, the City Council 
is now considering legislation 
to require art installations in 
conjunction with developments 
larger than 50,000 square feet. The 
proposed zoning change would set 
a minimum investment in publicly-
visible art at 0.25% of total project 
construction costs. 
Review the draft art legislation. 
   We have already had one public 
hearing and several Council 
discussions about this subject, and 
I anticipate additional discussions 
next month, with adoption of an art 
requirement by the end of the year, 
if it attracts the support of a Council 
majority. 
Improvements Coming To 
Stephenson Park
Grant from Assemblyman George 
Latimer Will Create Fitness Area
   Stephenson Park, site of the old 
Stephenson Elementary School, is 
the primary recreational area for 
New Rochelle’s East End. In recent 
years, the City’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation has worked 
with the East End Civic Association 
and interested residents to develop a 
master plan for park improvements. 
An essential aspect of that plan 
is the conversion of an in-line 
skating surface to a new outdoor 

fitness area. Thanks to a generous 
State grant of $125,000 from 
Assemblyman George Latimer, we 
can now proceed with this work. 
Sutton Manor Explores Historic 
District Designation
   Grant Will Fund Intensive Survey 
Of Neighborhood History and 
Architecture
The Sutton Manor neighborhood, 
located east of Echo Avenue and 
north of the municipal marina 
along Echo Bay, is exploring the 
possibility of becoming New 
Rochelle’s second historic district. 
Local historic districts preserve 
the character and architecture of 
an area by subjecting renovations 
and new construction to oversight 
from the City’s Historic and 
Landmarks Review Board. While 
such a process does modestly 
curtail private property rights, 
homeowners generally benefit in 
the form of higher property values. 
The experience of most property 
owners in our current historic 
district (Rochelle Heights/Rochelle 
Park) has been very positive. 
   In order to facilitate informed 
consideration of this possibility, the 
City this month accepted a grant 
from the New York State Office 
of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation to fund an intensive 
review of Sutton Manor’s history 

and building style. If you live in a 
neighborhood that might be eligible 
for historic designation and want 
to learn more, please contact the 
City’s Department of Development 
at 914-654-2185. 
City & BID Team to Improve 
Access to Downtown Parking
“Wayfinding” Signage Aims To 
Make Downtown More Customer-
Friendly
   Although downtown New 
Rochelle has a sufficient number 
of public parking spaces to serve 
current demand levels, customers 
who are unfamiliar with the area are 
often confused about appropriate 
access routes to parking facilities. 
To help address this challenge, 
the City government and the 
Downtown Business Improvement 
District are partnering, with a 
contribution of $5,000 each, to 
design a “wayfinding” signage 
system that will simply and clearly 
direct motorists to convenient 
parking sites. 
I consider this a worthwhile 
expenditure that will contribute to a 
healthy business climate, especially 
if paired with a comprehensive 
program that includes additional 
economic development, investment 
in infrastructure, and aggressive 
retail recruitment. 

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville

   Last week’s storm remnants of 
Hurricane Hanna brought to the 
fore the pressing need to find cost 
effective flood mitigation solutions 
for various neighborhoods 
throughout our Village.
   As a Board, we have been working 
since the devastating flood of April 
15, 2006 to find solutions to our 
long term, persistent problem.  
Corrective measures must be taken 
because our Village cannot hold 
its collective breadth every time a 
storm is forecast.
We have in place a two-pronged 
approach involving several 
different engineering companies.  
In collaboration with the School, 
we commissioned Folchetti and 
Associates to study macro solutions 
to the flooding immediately 
surrounding the school.  They have 
finalized their research and will be 
educating the two boards at a work 
session on October 1st with another 
forum allowing public comment to 
follow in the coming weeks.  The 

consulting engineers preliminary 
recommendations envision the 
construction of retention basins, 
the installation of large pumps or a 
combination of the two.  The costs 
are projected in the several millions 
of dollars.  Obviously a project 
of this magnitude must be vetted 
extensively by all the stakeholders 
and all alternatives must be 
explored.    Copies of the recent 
report are available at Village Hall.
   In addition to our collaboration with 
the School on mitigation measures, 
the Village has hired engineers to 
study flooding issues in specific 
Village neighborhoods.  We have 
concentrated on four major areas:  
Parkway Road at Dewitt, Garden 
Avenue at Meadow, Field Court at 
Willow Road and Sussex Avenue 
at Hamilton.  We have received 
mitigation recommendations for 
all these areas and have applied to 
the County of Westchester for some 
of the $10 million per year now 
earmarked for mitigation.  

In brief, the proposed mitigation 
measures include restoring the 
earth berm that has 
deteriorated over the 
years located along 
the eastern side of 
the Bronx River and 
south of the DeWitt 
Avenue overpass.  
The restored four 
foot high earth berm 
with plantings is 
expected to prevent/
minimize the Bronx 
River’s flood waters 
from entering 12 to 15 properties on 
the west side of Parkway Road.
   This proposed project also includes 
the installation of check valves 
at approximately six catch basins 
along Parkway Road to prevent 
river water from surcharging back 
through the storm sewer system 
during flooding events.  The 
estimated cost for this component 
is $150,000.
   Mitigation in the Garden/Meadow 

neighborhoods involves the 
construction of an approximately 

500 foot long 
concrete masonry 
wall approximately 
4 to 5 feet in height.  
Two watertight, 
h i n g e d / r o l l e d 
automatic flood gates 
would be installed 
in the concrete 
masonry wall.  These 
flood gates will be 
designed with a 
structural buoyant 

panel that is raised by the force of 
the flood waters.  The estimated cost 
for this remediation is $200,000.
   The mitigation recommendation 
for the Field Court townhouse 
area is the construction of a long 
concrete masonary wall with four 
watertight hinged/rolled automatic 
flood gates.  These flood gates 
will be designed with a structural 
buoyant panel that is raised by 
the force of the flood waters.  In 

addition, the construction of a 500 
to 600 foot long earth berm 4 feet 
high is recommended along the 
south side of Willow Road with four 
watertight, hinged/rolled automatic 
flood gates.  The projected cost is 
$350,000.
The proposed solution in the White 
Plains Road area involves 8 to 10 
square blocks requiring drainage 
improvement at 6 to 8 intersections.  
These improvements would involve 
the repair and replacement of 
seven existing catch basins, and 
the installation of new curbing 
and catch basins throughout the 
neighborhood at an estimated cost 
of $800,000.
   In addition, the Village consultants 
recommend that backwater valves 
with access boxes be installed in 
approximate 200 of our residences 
to prevent sewage from surcharged 
sanitary sewer lines entering homes 
and basements.  These valves 
are equipped with backwater 
gates.  The backwater valves will 

be purchased by the Village and 
provided to affected homeowners 
for installation at the homeowners’ 
expense.  The estimated cost is 
$200,000 to the Village.
   It is also recommended that the 
Village purchase four inflatable 
water barriers for deployment at 
problem locations during flooding 
events.
   The total estimated cost for all 
of these initiatives, should we 
undertake them, is $1,550,000.
   In our current public works 
budget, we will also be videotaping 
the pipe/drainage system extending 
from the tennis courts to the Bronx 
River to assess the condition of the 
trunk storm sewer line that serves 
that entire area including the school 
campus.
   We are committed to finding 
solutions that provide a proven 
likelihood of successful mitigation 
and a responsible cost benefit ratio 
for our taxpayers.

   Do you ever wonder why 
Greenburgh repaved certain streets 
this year –but not your own? Do 
you think that the town did not base 
the decision on the merits (road 
conditions) but on favoritism?  
   Thanks to a new GIS database the 
town is using – you’ll never feel 
that again. The town (and five of 
the six villages within Greenburgh: 
Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Elmsford, 
Hastings, Tarrytown) contracted 
with TRANSmap to take images of 
every street in Greenburgh. We are 
the first locality in Westchester to 
take advantage of this amazing new 
technology.
   Pavements, curbs, ramps, bridges, 
crosswalks, drainage structures, 
fire hydrants, manholes, pavement 
markings, roadway lighting, 
signals, street signs, street trees, 
water valves, fencing, guardrails, 
medians, lanes, sidewalks, school 
zones, surface types, catch basins 
has been collected  for the town of 
Greenburgh by TRANSmap.

Deciding Which Street to Pave
By Paul Feiner

Greenburgh Town Supervisor

This new technology provides 
the town with the opportunity 
to inventory our assets.  All this 
information will be posted on the 
town web site (www.greenburghny.
com) by October 1st, 2008.
   According to a presentation 
made by TRANSmap to the Town 
Board on Tuesday, September 
16th – every road in the town is 
assigned a different color: failed, 
very poor, poor, fair, good, very 
good, excellent. The Commissioner 
of Public Works will use the ratings 
to determine which streets are being 
paved. Residents who live on streets 
that were not paved can compare 
their streets with the streets that are 
being paved ---by visiting the web 
site.
   The town will be able to use 
the TRANSmap program for 
planning purposes (sign regulation, 
code enforcement); storm 
water initiatives (maintenance, 
stormwater, permitting, mapping), 
safety (mobility management, 

incident reports, street lighting 
dispatch, 911, accident locations, 
safety audits, access management, 
etc..) and for many other purposes.
   We believe that the program will 
pay for itself. Communities across 
the nation that have used this 
technology have been able to receive 
additional funding from FEMA 
after storms because municipal 
inventories have been documented. 
Hillsborough County, Florida saved 
over a million dollars in savings on 
sign management in the first year. 
They project between $5 and $10 
million in savings a year.
   If you are interested in watching 
the presentation that was made to 
the Town Board by TRANSmap 
on Tuesday, September 16th please 
watch the archives of the Town 
Board work session (September 16, 
2008) on the town Website: www.
greenburghny.com (check archives: 
Town Board meetings).

   The Healthy Geezer is a new 
column. It is devoted to the health 
questions of “geezers,” all of us 
lovable and quirky seniors who are 
wondering what is going on with 
these bodies of ours. It is written by 
me, Fred Cicetti, a first-class geezer 
over 60 who’s been writing about 
health issues for more years than I 
want to talk about. The column is 
in a question-and-answer format. 
If you want to ask a question go to 
http://www.healthygeezer.com
   Okay, here’s the first question:
   Q. I’ve been noticing this thing 
in my eye. At first I thought it was 
an eyelash. Then I realized the thing 
was actually in my eye. One of my 
friends told me it’s a “floater,” and 
not to worry. What exactly is a 
“floater” and should I see a doctor?
   To allay any fears you may 
have, I should tell you that floaters 
are usually nothing to worry 
about. I have them myself. More 
than 7 in 10 people experience 
floaters. Now for some biology. 
   The lens in the front of your eye 
focuses light on the retina in the 
back of your eye. The lens is like 
the one in a camera, and the retina 
is like film. The space between the 
lens and retina is filled with the 
“vitreous,” a clear gel that helps 
to maintain the shape of the eye. 
   Floaters occur when the vitreous 

The Healthy Geezer
By Fred Cicetti

slowly shrinks over time. As the 
vitreous changes, it becomes stringy, 
and the strands can cast shadows 
on the retina. These strands are the 
floaters. They can look like specks, 
filaments, rings, dots, cobwebs or 
other shapes. Floaters are the most 
vivid when you are looking at the 
sky or a white surface such as a 
ceiling. They move as your eyes 
move and seem to dart away when 
you try to look at them directly. 
   In most cases, floaters are just 
annoying. When you discover 
them, they are very distracting. 
But, in time, they usually settle 
below the line of sight. Most people 
who have visible floaters gradually 
develop the ability to make them 
“disappear” by ignoring them. 
   When people reach middle age, the 
vitreous gel may pull away from the 
retina, causing “posterior vitreous 
detachment.” It is a common 
cause of floaters, and it is more 
likely in people who are diabetics, 
nearsighted, had eye surgery, or 
suffered inflammation inside the eye.  
   These vitreous detachments are 
often accompanied by light flashes. 
The flashes can be a warning sign of 
a detached retina. Flashes are also 
caused by head trauma that makes 
you “see stars.” Sometimes light 
flashes appear to be little lightning 
bolts or waves. This type of flash 

is usually caused by a blood-vessel 
spasm in the brain, which is called a 
migraine. These flashes can happen 
without a headache and they are 
called an “ophthalmic migraine.” 
   If your floaters are just bothersome, 
eye doctors will tell you to ignore 
them. In rare cases, a bunch of 
floaters can hamper sight. Then a 
“vitrectomy” may be necessary. A 
vitrectomy is a surgical procedure 
that removes the vitreous gel with 
its floaters. A salt solution replaces 
the vitreous. The vitreous is mostly 
water, so patients who undergo 
the procedure don’t notice a 
difference. However, this is a risky 
procedure, so most eye surgeons 
won’t recommend it unless the 
floaters are a major impediment. 
   Many new floaters can sometimes 
appear suddenly. When this happens, 
it usually is not sight-threatening 
and requires no treatment. However, 
a sudden increase in floaters could 
mean that a part of the retina 
has pulled away from its normal 
position at the back wall of the 
eye. A detached retina is a serious 
condition and demands emergency 
treatment to prevent permanent 
impairment or even blindness.  
   What should you do when you 
notice your first floater? It’s a good 
time to get that eye examination 
you’ve been putting off. 

RYE, NY -- Altheus Health and 
Sport, a Rye health and fitness 
training facility, is responding to 
the marketplace with expansion as 
they attract a record number of new 
clients.  The expansion is not of 
the “brick and mortar” variety, but 
reflects a cadre of innovative new 
classes and world class programs 
that complement the Altheus 
signature programs already in 
place. 
   “There is a demand in this region 
for superior training programs, 
especially for the serious athlete 
who doesn’t want to stop working 
out over the winter” said Altheus 
CEO Marc Tascher.  “We are 

Altheus Develops Innovative Programming 
in Response to Client Demand

tapping into the movement by 
offering new classes and programs. 
By including more classes and 
programming, it allows individuals 
to stay motivated with their 
workouts all throughout the year.”
   Chief  among these ever expanding 
popular programs  are within the 
endurance  programs designed for 
triathletes, cycling classes, spin 
classes, and off-site swimming 
programs. The endurance training 
program, for example, includes 
timed trials for serious cyclists as 
well as basic skill development 
for novices. A recent outdoor 
group ride led by Head Endurance 
Coach, Darian Silk,  covered a 

26 mile route in Westchester and 
Fairfield Counties. Mike Bunder, a 
Mamaroneck, NY resident and long 
time triathlete participated in the 
ride for the first time. 
      While all of these services 
remain integral to its mission, 
Altheus is also  transforming itself, 
finding new ways to best serve 
the community. A complete class 
schedule is available online at 
www.altheus.net. 

Altheus Health and Sport is located 
at 2 Clinton Avenue in Rye, NY 

10580. Telephone: 914-921-3044.

mailto:sterno2005@gmail.com
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Senator Barack Obama has an admirer – political 
commentator Pat Buchanan. Both have a history 
of being dangerously wrong on issues important 
to Israel.

Buchanan, a leading anti-Israel voice in American politics, 
said recently his position on Israel is a lot closer to Barack 
Obama’s.1 Dangerous.

Buchanan praises Barack Obama for wanting to meet 
personally, without preconditions, with leaders of Iran to 
resolve differences with the United States. “I think Barack 
is right, we ought to talk to the Iranians,” Buchanan said.2 
Reckless.

And what does Pat Buchanan think about Sen. Obama’s 
pro-Palestinian rhetoric? “Frankly, [Barack Obama] is right 

to say the Palestinian people have got a terrible deal over 
there and their suffering ought to be recognized. That’s 
Obama’s position. It’s my position.”3 

The Anti-Defamation League says Buchanan “publicly 
espouses racist, anti-Semitic, anti-Israel and anti-
immigrant views.”4 Yet, Buchanan calls his views on 
Israel, Iran and the Palestinians the same as Obama’s. 

Wrong.

Pat Buchanan says he shares the 
same views on Israel as Barack 
Obama. Those views are dangerous, 
reckless and wrong.

His Dangerous Views on Israel Have 
Just Been Endorsed by Pat Buchanan

Join us. The Republican Jewish Coalition is the largest membership organization dedicated 

to building a strong, effective and respected Jewish Republican voice in Washington and 

across the country. Log on to www.rjchq.org and join us or contribute today to advance our 

pro-America, pro-security, pro-economic growth issues and increase our ability to reach more 

Americans with our message. Paid for by the Republican Jewish Coalition.
JOIN US
WWW.RJCHQ.ORG

REPUBLICAN
JEWISH 
COALITION

Concerned about 
Barack Obama?

You should be.

Photos: Getty Images

1MSNBC, Politico.com, 9/2/08; 2MSNBC, Politico.com, 9/2/08; 3MSNBC, Politico.com, 
9/2/08; 4www.adl.org/special_reports/buchanan_own_words/buchanan_intro.asp
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examples of their type flying in 
the World, and the B-25 is one of 
only a handful in flying condition. 
   Visitors are invited to explore 
the aircraft inside and out - $12 
donation for adults and 
$6 donation for children 
under 12 is requested for 
access to up-close viewing 
and tours through the 
inside of the aircraft.
   Visitors may also 
experience the once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to 
actually take a 30-minute 
flight aboard these rare 
aircraft. Flight experiences 
are a tax-deductible 
donation. Flights on either 
the B-17 or B-24 are $425 
per person. Flights on the 
B-25 are $400 for the front 
fuselage and $325 for the waist gun 
section of the plane. P-51 flights are 
$2,200 for a half hour and $3,200 
for a full hour. 
   The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will be on display at Westchester 
County Airport in White Plains, 

Extremely Rare Bomber and Fighter 
Aircraft Arrive on Wings of Freedom Tour

located at Million Air, 136 Tower 
Road, Hangar M. 
   The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will arrive at Westchester County 
Airport at 2:00 PM on September 

24 and will be on display at Million 
Air at Westchester County Airport 
until the aircraft departs September 
29 at 12:00 PM. Hours of ground 
tours and display are: 2:00 PM 
through 5:00 PM on Wednesday, 
September 24; 10:00 AM through 

5:00 PM on Thursday, September 
25; 10:00 AM through 5:00 PM 
on Friday, September 26; 10:00 
AM through 5:00 PM on Saturday, 
September 27; 10:00 AM through 

5:00 PM on Sunday, 
September 28; 10:00 
AM through 12:00 PM 
on Monday, September 
29. The 30-minute 
flight experiences are 
normally scheduled 
before and after the 
ground tour times above. 
   For aviation enthusiasts, 
the tour provides 
opportunity for the 
museum to come to the 
visitor and not the other 
way around! Visitors 
can find out more by 
visiting the www.

collingsfoundation.org Website. 
 
  For reservations and information 
on flight experiences call 800-568-
8924.

  

  Robert Surlak’s resume is 
superlative in the negative. He is 
the poster child for what is wrong 
in Yonkers. Imagine, three times 
imprisoned, allegedly intoxicated 
on the job while driving city-owned 
vehicles and his own pick-up truck, 
and still abusing prescription pain 
medication. His days have grown 
into a routine tolerated and enabled 
by the Office of General Services.
   Surlack, begins his daily grind 
by picking up three, six-packs of 
beer at the Convenient Market, 
near the Marble Works on Saw Mill 
River Road every morning. He also 
purchases a bag of ice. He has an 
agreement with the Convenient 
Market where they allow him to use 
about ¼ of the ice package at a time. 
He places about ¼ of the bag of ice 
into his tool bucket, specifically 
onto the bottom of the tool bucket, 
and after placing the beer cans 
within, concealing it all with a 
false bottom. He returns again for 
additional ice around Noon, and 
mid-afternoon, still driving a city 
truck, and again in the evening, 
though this time in his sapphire 
black Chevy S10 pickup. 

Robert Surlack’s Conduct Unbecoming 
at the Office of General Services

By Hezi Aris

   Throughout the day, he can be seen 
with a Pepsi in his hand. In reality, 
he is holding and drinking a can 
of beer over which is a can sleeve 
emblazoned with the Pepsi logo to 
hide the liquor that maintains his 
inebriated state.
   His supervisor is step-brother 
Joseph Celli, director of the 
Yonkers  Office of General 
Services, who is personally familiar 
with the challenges of driving while 
intoxicated, having years ago had 
his city-truck seized by the  Cortland 
Manor Police Department upon 
his DWI conviction. At that time, 
Celli took a voluntary suspension 
and an additional rehab program 
before being permitted back to his 
city post. To this day, Celli drives 
his own vehicle but has lost the 
privilege of driving a city vehicle.
   Retired Detective Joseph Surlack, 
known for his work in the Son of 
Sam case, is Robert Surlack’s father. 
Unbeknown to the senior Surlack, 
Robert Surlack has allegedly gotten 
away with being too often let go 
by YPD when flashing his father’s 
PBA card and the obligatory chit 
chat that has allegedly permitted 

him exit from further scrutiny.
   Despite all the opportunities 
to change his ways, he has only 
become more adept at cheating the 
system. For example, the license 
plate found mounted on the rear of 
his S10 pick up truck is the same 
license plate number that was 
placed on his wife’s vehicle. The 
plate placed onto his wife’s car was 
detached from the front end of the 
S10 pick up truck. Both vehicles 
are not insured. 
   Before being given a cell phone 
with GPS, Robert Surlack was 
often seen sleeping the entire day 
away in his city owned truck. He is 
known to boast about how he often 
abuses the system. Acid tongued 
bloggers tell how he reveled  in 
noting that upon arriving at a job 
assignment that was considered a 
four hour undertaking, yet upon 
inspection only required a 5 minute 
screw tightening, he had instead 
allegedly  logged it as a four-hour 
assignment.
   This situation may best be one 
for further inspection by Inspector 
General Philip Zisman.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Westchester 
County Judge Rory Bellantoni 
yesterday reversed the 1997 murder 
conviction of Richard DiGuglielmo 
in a shooting outside his family’s 
Dobbs Ferry delicatessen. Ordering 
the release prison of the former New 
York City police officer, Bellantoni 
admonished the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s Office and the 
Dobbs Ferry police detectives for 
failing to disclose information 
about their handling of an 
eyewitness to the October 3, 1996, 
shooting of Charles Campbell. 
   After a review of Judge Bellantoni’s 
ruling, Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet Di Fiore, in email 
correspondence wrote, “We have 
reviewed the Judge’s decision.  
The evidence at the hearing does not 
support that decision. It is wrong on 
the facts and wrong on the law. We 
have already begun the appellate 
process and look forward to arguing 
this case in the higher court.”
   In The Journal News article entitled 
“Ex-cop’s ‘97 Murder Conviction 

Judge Bellantoni Reverses 1997 
Murder Conviction of Richard

Tossed” by Jonathan Bandler, 
“Andrew Schapiro, DiGuglielmo’s 
appellate lawyer for the past nine 
years, said the decision was ‘pretty 
satisfying” but also bittersweet.’”
   “The judge recognized that 
this conviction was improperly 
obtained,” continued Schapiro. 
“We’re very pleased with the result, 
but the fact remains that if the police 
and prosecutors had done their job 
right at the outset, Richard wouldn’t 
have spent a day in prison - not to 
mention more than a decade.”
   DiGuglielmo’s mother, Rosemarie 
DiGuglielmo was on the picketline 
November 16, 2003, when White 
Plains Citizen NetReporter 
(WPCNR) asked how her son, the 
police officer was holding up in 
prison:  “He’s a strong man, He’s 
strong in his conviction. He knows 
what he did was right. He knows 
that was the only the only thing he 
could have done. Could he stand 
there and watch his father’s head be 
blown off? The first blow (with the 
bat) was to his father’s leg and the 

scars are still on his leg from that 
blow.  He (Campbell) then broke 
his hand (with the bat). All I can 
say is I wish someone would go and 
interview my son.” Photo courtesy 
of WPCNR Editor John Bailey. 
   “My husband, Richard, and I 
have fought a terrible miscarriage 
of justice against our son, Richard 
Jr., who was convicted for saving 
the life of his father,” Rosemarie 
DiGuglielmo said in a statement 
released last night by a family 
spokesman, Jeffrey Sussman. “We 
worked day and night and spent a 
small fortune to right a wrong. We 
are grateful to Andrew Schapiro 
and Judge Bellantoni for their 
devotion to rectifying a miscarriage 
of justice and for pursuing a just 
and honorable outcome. We look 
forward to our son being at home 
with us.”
   “It was very clear from the 
beginning that this judge was going 
to find whatever reason he could 
to free this man,” said the lawyer, 
Randolph McLaughlin, a Pace Law 

School professor. 
“He let his emotional 
belief outweigh 
reason.”
McLaughlin said he 
expects DiGuglielmo 
to get out, but added 
that he would urge 
prosecutors to appeal 
the ruling to a higher 
court of “neutral, 
d i s p a s s i o n a t e 
judges.”
   The case had racial 
overtones from the 
outset as it involved 
the killing of a black 
man by a white 
police officer and was 
followed by regular 
protest marches by 
Campbell’s relatives 
and supporters 
outside the deli.

DiGuglielmo, Jr.
By Hezi Aris

for 23 years, and I can safely say 
that this year will be the best yet,” 
said Heaven Hill Owner Martin 
Theobald. “There are also tons of 
daytime and nighttime activities 
for the whole family to enjoy, but 
we’ve got some seriously spooky 
tricks up our sleeves for the thrill 
chasers in the crowd.” 
   There’s something for everyone 
at the Pumpkinland Festival. If you 
consider yourself a fear junkie, then 
you won’t want to miss the bone 
chilling festivities taking place 
every Friday and Saturday night in 
October (excluding Halloween). For 
twenty-three years, Heaven Hill’s 
Haunted Hayride has been making 
brave patrons’ blood run cold and 
this year, festival-goers can expect 
to witness new, terrifying scenes 
that will get their hearts racing and 
get them in the true Halloween 
spirit. True Halloween enthusiasts 
will not want to miss out the newest 
addition to the Pumpkinland 
Festival: The Haunted Manor, 
a walk-through haunted house 
where bloodcurdling surprises wait 
around every corner. Another brand 
new feature is the “Black Hole,” a 
vortex tunnel guaranteed to send 
you into a fear frenzy!
   Old Fashioned Hayrides -- perfect 
for families with small children -- 
are scheduled throughout the day, 

24th Annual  
“Pumpkinland” Festival

and rows upon rows of pumpkins 
in all shapes and sizes are waiting 
to be picked at the Pumpkin Patch. 
Festival favorites include: Pig 
Races at “Hillbilly Bob’s Pigtuckey 
Derby,” amusement rides, pony 
rides, a petting zoo, face painting, 
sand art, the hay maze and hay 
crawl and, of course, Heaven Hill 
Chickens clucking to the favorite 
American tune, “In the Mood.” All 
kids should be sure to take a ride 
on the “Pumpkinland Express,” a 
tractor-pulled hayride out to the 
fields, and all families can enjoy the 
scenic countryside, be amazed by 
the spooky Halloween-themed trail 
and even get lost in the farm’s 10-
Acre Corn Maze. 
   Patrons who’ve worked up an 
appetite can gobble up some good 
old American Festival Food such 
as funnel cakes, cider, donuts, corn 
dogs, French fries, ice cream, home 
made Heaven Hill pies and other 
delectable treats. 
   Tickets to enter the Pumpkinland 
Festival are $6.00; children under 3 
are FREE. 
   Heaven Hill Farm is located 
at 451 Rt. 94 in Vernon, NJ. For 
directions or more information on 
the Pumpkinland Festival and other 
events at Heaven Hill Farm, visit 
www.heavenhillfarm.com or call 
973-764-4444.  
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YONKERS, N.Y.--Aureon 
Laboratories, Inc., a specialized 
laboratory dedicated to advancing 
personalized cancer treatment 
through predictive pathology, 
announced the introduction 
of Prostate Px®+, the first 
commercial test to predict prostate 
cancer progression and disease 
recurrence at the time of diagnosis.  
   According to the National 
Prostate Cancer Coalition, 218,890 
new cases of prostate cancer were 
diagnosed in 2007 and an estimated 
27,050 American men died from 
the disease. It is estimated that by 
2015, more than 300,000 men will 
be diagnosed annually. Existing 
guidelines from the American 
Urological Association assess 
patient risk based on information 
available at diagnosis: biopsy 
Gleason scores, prostate specific 
antigen (PSA) levels and clinical 
stage. However, as more men are 
diagnosed with lower-risk disease, 
these subjective parameters are 
becoming less useful. 
   Annual PSA screening has resulted 
in more men being caught earlier in 
the disease process than ever before. 
As a result, each year approximately 
186,000 men with newly diagnosed 
prostate cancer will be assessed as 
low or intermediate risk, making 
it harder to determine which men 
have aggressive disease and which 
do not. 
   “Although the majority of prostate 
cancer cases are detected early and 
categorized as lower risk, there are 
a significant number of men within 
this segment whose tumors will 
grow aggressively, and jeopardize 
lives,” said Dr. Vijay Aggarwal, 
president and chief executive 
officer of Aureon Laboratories. 
“It is imperative that physicians 
have access to better tools that will 
assess disease severity and identify 
high-risk patients hidden within 
these lower-risk groups.” 

First Prostate Biopsy Test Introduced 
by Aureon Laboratories

New Test to Predict Prostate Cancer Disease  
Progression and Recurrence

   Prostate Px+ is based on the 
results of a large study utilizing 
data and samples from a cohort 
of 1,027 men assembled from the 
Mayo Clinic, Uppsala University, 
University of Connecticut and 
Duke University Medical Center. 
In validation, Aureon’s predictive 
model identified twice as many 
high-risk events in low and 
intermediate risk patients than the 
best available method. 
   “Prostate Px+ is the first 
prognostic test to provide this 
critical information at diagnosis. 
This technology represents a new 
integrated approach known as 

systems pathology that combines 
molecular biomarkers, histological 
and clinical information with 
advanced mathematics,” said 
Dr. Ricardo Mesa-Tejada, vice 
president of pathology and medical 
director of Aureon Laboratories. 
“At the time a man is diagnosed, 
Prostate Px+ will forecast disease 
progression after treatment, detect 
high-risk patients presenting as 
low risk and undetectable by other 
methods, reclassify intermediate-
risk patients and help identify those 
with less aggressive disease. 
   “Newly diagnosed men with 
prostate cancer face difficult choices 
regarding treatment options, each 
of which can be curative but all 
with different side-effects that can 
negatively impact quality-of-life. 
The assessment of patient risk at 
diagnosis is critical to making the 
most appropriate treatment plans,” 
added Dr. Mesa-Tejada. “Prostate 
Px+ will provide integrated and 
objective information to assist 
physicians and patients in making 
more educated and informed 
treatment decisions.” 
   Aureon Laboratories’ mission 
is to enable personalized patient 
care through predictive pathology. 
Aureon has developed a high 
throughput systems pathology 
technology platform to predict 
individual clinical outcomes through 
the interrogation of tissue. The 
platform generates and analyzes an 
integrated, digital view of clinical 
findings, tissue micro-anatomy 
and tissue molecular pathology 
to determine which combination 
of features predicts specified 
individual clinical outcomes. Allied 
with major cancer centers, Aureon 
operates a CLIA certified and CAP 
accredited laboratory that provides 
predictive pathology services to the 
practicing physician. 

   For more information about 
Aureon, go to www.aureon.com or 

call 1-888-SYS-PATH. 

646-772-2169

YONKERS, NY -- Sometimes it’s 
hard to put into words what makes 
a grandparent so special.  Gabriella 
Nasi, age 11, had no problem with 
this task.  Nasi’s heartwarming 
essay about her grandmother, 
Eileen Sinatra of Yonkers, NY, 
won Sinatra the “Grandparent of 
the Year Award” at the Hebrew 
Home’s annual Grandparents 
Day celebration on September 7. 
Speaker Christine Q. Quinn and 
Councilman G. Oliver Koppel 
recognized Sinatra in front of a 
crowd of more than 2,000 people.
   Now in its fourth year, the 
“Grandparent of the Year” award 
honors one grandparent who has 
made an outstanding difference in 
his or her family’s lives.  Nasi’s 
poignant story illustrated how much 
Sinatra deserved this recognition.    
In her essay, copied below, Nasi 
describes the many difficulties 
faced by her immediate family, 
and her grandmother’s efforts to 
care and support her family. Four 
of Sinatra’s five grandchildren 
suffer from hearing loss and are 
moderately to severely hearing 
impaired. 
   As you will see below, Eileen 
Sinatra is truly a hero.
   “My name is Gabriella Nasi and I 
am 11 years old. I have two sisters, 
Brianna 9 years old and Julianna 7 
years old. I also have three-year-
old twin brothers, Dominick and 
Vincent.
   “We want to tell you why our Nana 
is the best Nana in the world. We 
think she should be picked for the 
contest and we will tell you why.
   “When I was two and Brianna was 
a new baby, we moved to Milford, 
PA. That was two hours from Nana. 
She would drive up to see us once 

Eileen Sinatra of Yonkers Designated 
Grandparent of the Year Winner

(L – R): The Nasi Family, Councilman G. Oliver Koppell and New York City Council Speaker Christine C. 
Quinn. Photo courtesy of Alan Zale.

a week. She would also come to all 
our school plays, dance recitals and 
holiday celebrations. Sometimes, 
she would have to go right back 
home but she came to watch us and 
give us a hug. That would make us 
so happy to see Nana sitting out in 
the crowd. Every Christmas Eve, 
Nana comes and sleeps over. It is 
so exciting. She brings us into our 
room, reads us stories while we see 
if we would hear Santa. We make 
a ginger bread house, make cookies 
and listen to music. Christmas 
morning we wake her up and have a 
big breakfast and go to church. We 
love Christmas with Nana.
   “Since my mom and dad have so 
many kids, it is hard to buy clothes. 
Nana always buys us these cool 
clothes and shoes so my mom and 
dad don’t feel sad.
   “Another really special thing my 
Nana did for us is, five years ago 
our daddy got really really sick. The 
doctors said he might go to heaven. 
Mommy had to stay by his side all 
the time because he had special 
machines and could not talk. Our 
Nana told her boss she had to go 
to Pennsylvania to take care of us. 
That night she drove two hours to 
take care of us. She stayed with 
us day and night for two weeks. 
She got us ready for school, dance 
and girl scouts. She made sure our 
homework was done; she read to 
us and she never let us get sad or 
too scared. She told us how strong 
our daddy was and he would come 
home soon when he was ready. 
Do you know what? He did! Two 
weeks later, mommy brought daddy 
back home.
   “Our Nana always makes us feel 
safe and happy. Three years ago, 
we moved back to New York. WE 

are still an hour away from her but 
that does not matter. She comes 
whenever we want her to. I began 
to lose my hearing when I was 
eight. So did my sister Julianna and 
both twins. We all wear two hearing 
aides and are moderate to severely 
hearing impaired. Our Nana tells 
us that we can still do anything we 
want. She wants me to be a doctor. 
She comes to my support group 
at New York School for the Deaf. 
She even went with my mom to 
my brother’s infant/toddler deaf 
playgroup so my mom could have 
help. She tries to understand what 
we are going through and even when 
to a Grandparent of Deaf Children 
group. She has bad feet but every 
year we do a three-mile walk to 
raise money for The Hearing Loss 
Association of America. She has to 
stop several times but she did it just 
for us.
   “We could go on an on but this 
essay will take forever. These are 
just some of the reasons why our 
Nana is the best Nana of the year!
 
“Thank you,
“Gabriella, Brianna, Julianna, 
Vincent and Dominick Nasi”

Grandparents’ Day, a national 
holiday created to honor and 
appreciate grandparents, originated 
at The Hebrew Home at Riverdale 
in 1961 under the leadership of 
the late Jacob Reingold. In 1978, 
President Jimmy Carter proclaimed 
Grandparents’ Day a national 
holiday. Each year, the Home 
celebrates grandparents, and the 
significant role they play in their 
families’ lives, with a day full of 
food, fun, games and activities for 
the entire community. 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The 
Westchester County Association 
(WCA) has announced the election 
of six prominent business leaders 
to the organization’s Board of 
Directors.   This slate was approved 
electronically by the WCA 
membership on September 15.
The new directors are:
   Howard P. Klein, CPA, MS, 
Managing Partner of EZKR, LLP, 
a full-service accounting and 
consulting firm in White Plains. 
Klein has been an active member of 
the WCA, most recently as chair of 
Property Tax Reform Commission’s 
task force exploring efficiencies 
in Public Education K-12 and as a 
member of the Property Tax Reform 
Alliance.  He lives in Rye Brook.
  Markham Rollins III, Co-Chairman 
and CEO, The Rollins Agency, Inc., 
located in Tuckahoe, an insurance 
and risk management firm. Rollins, 
who remained active in the WCA’s 
on the Membership Committee 
and The Blue Ribbon Task Force 
on health care reform, rejoined the 
Board after stepping down last year 
because of term limits.   He resides 
in White Plains.
   Robert Roth, PE, CPESC, Senior 
Associate and Managing Partner of 
John Meyer Consulting, PC., a site 
development firm based in Armonk. 
Roth has served on the WCA’s 
Property Tax Reform Commission’s 
Task Force and Property Tax 
Alliance exploring efficiencies in 
municipalities and is a member of 
the Membership Committee. He 
lives in Somers.
   Jody E. Specht, Senior Vice 
President , The Chubb Group of 

Six Prominent Business Leaders 
Elected to Westchester County 

Association Board
Insurance Companies located in 
White Plains.   Ms. Specht has 
been very active in the WCA’s 
new initiative for senior executive 
business women.  She lives in 
Harrison.
   Adam J. Stark, President and 
founder of Stark Business Solutions, 
Inc., based in Harrison, a provider 
of office space and services for 
professionals and entrepreneurs. 
Stark last year won the Award for 
Professional Excellence (APEX) 
for Young Professionals. He has 
made a significant contribution 
to the WCA’s CONNECTIONS 
membership category designed to 
meet the needs of entrepreneurs 
and professionals, most recently 
by sponsoring and hosting the 
CONNECTIONS/Stark Business 
Solutions Workshop Series.  He 
resides in Pound Ridge.
   Martin A. Rego, Mount Vernon 
Chamber of Commerce Chairman 
Emeritus.  Rego is the President 
of King Organization, a leading 
commercial printer based in Mount 
Vernon. During his tenure as chair 
of the Mount Vernon Chamber of 
Commerce, Rego was instrumental 
in forging an effective strategic 
alliance between the Chamber and 
the WCA two years ago which has 
been benefiting both organizations.  
He lives in Mt. Vernon.
   Alfred B. DelBello, WCA Chair 
and a partner with the law firm of 
DelBello Donnellan Weingarten 
Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, White 
Plains, said: “The WCA can take 
pride that our organization’s 
enduring strength for nearly 60 
years has been the caliber of our 

board members. These new board 
directors are not only exceptional in 
their respective areas of business but 
they have raised the bar in supporting 
the WCA’s important advocacy 
initiatives and contributing to their 
communities— the foundation of 
which will be critical to advancing 
our important agenda. It is my 
pleasure to welcome them.” 
   The Nominating Committee was 
chaired by Paula Mandell, Regional 
President of M&T Bank, Tarrytown, 
and Vice Chair of the WCA.  She 
said: “The new board members 
reflect the changing dynamics of 
Westchester’s business landscape 
which has seen a shift from larger 
companies to small and mid-size 
businesses. We’re also seeing a 
wider geographic representation of 
where the businesses are located 
throughout the county.”
   The other members of the committee 
were:  Chris Cawley, Buyer’s Edge 
Realty, Inc., Tarrytown; David 
Strauss, Optimum Lightpath, 
Jericho; Rita Weiss, Corporate 
Learning Solutions, LLC, White 
Plains; Darin Fass, New York Life 
Insurance Company, Mt. Pleasant 
and Howard Greenberg, Howard 
Properties, Ltd., White Plains.

  

 The Westchester County 
Association (www.westchester.
org) is the preeminent business 

membership organization in 
Westchester County.  

YONKERS, NY -- Chabad of 
Yonkers invites the community 
to join them for their no-cost 
High Holiday Services and 
Programs.
   Chabad’s High Holiday 
services are traditional and 
meaningful and held in a warm 
and non judgmental atmosphere 
where everyone feels at home 
and welcome. Their services are 
geared for secular, traditional, 
undecided or whatever type 
of Jew you are. No prior 
experience or background is 
necessary for our services, 
so go and join them; you will 
find their Services to be user 
friendly, human friendly, and 
exciting.
   At Chabad there are no 
labels or differences, and an 
emphasis is made to make the 
service welcoming for everyone. 
There is no charge for seats but 
contributions are appreciated to 

High Holiday Services with the Chabad of 
Yonkers at Greystone Jewish Center

help support the High Holiday 
services and the important ever 
growing year round programming 
which Chabad of Yonkers provides 
to the community.

   Rosh Hashanah Services 
will take place on Tuesday, 
September 30, and Wednesday, 
October 1. Yom Kippur 
Services will take place 
on the eve of Wednesday, 
October 8 for Kol Nidrei, and 
on Thursday, October 9 for a 
full day of services. All High 
Holiday services will take 
place at the Greystone Jewish 
Center, 600 N. Broadway 
Yonkers, NY.
   

For schedules and further 
information or to reserve 
your spot, please contact 
the Chabad of Yonkers 
at 914-963-8888, 718-

679-3614, or direct 
email to RabbiHurwitz@

yahoo.com. You may 
also visit their Website, http://
www.JewishYonkers.com, for 

information about this or any of 
their other programs.

GREENBURGH, NY -- The 
High Holidays at the Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center are always spirited, 
joyful, and welcoming. There are 
many service options available for 
children, families and adults.
   Rosh Hashanah begins Monday, 
September 29 at sundown and 
continues Tuesday and Wednesday, 
September 30 and October 1.  
Services on September 29 begin at 
6:00 pm and on Tuesday, September 
30 and Wednesday, October 1 
morning services begin at 8:30 
am.  Young children’s services for 
both days of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur are as follows (these 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center Prepares 
for High Holidays

are free, no tickets required): Tot 
Shabbat (for ages 0-5) and Kiddush 
Kids (for ages 5-8) 11:00 am; Junior 
Congregation (grades 3-7) begins 
10:30 am.  Babysitting is available; 
please reserve with the synagogue 
office.
   Tashlich, the casting of sins into 
a body of water, takes place on 
Tuesday, September 29, the first 
day of Rosh Hashanah, at Dobbs 
Ferry Waterfront Park at 5:30 pm. 
This is a great event for the family 
and is open to the public.  
   Kol Nidre is Wednesday evening, 
October 8 at 5:40 pm.  Yom Kippur 
morning services begin at 8:30 am 

on Thursday, October 9.  Yizkor is 
approximately at 11 am.  Afternoon 
services begin at 4:30 pm, followed 
by Neilah, the concluding service, 
at 6:00 pm. 
   The Greenburgh Hebrew Center is a 
vibrant conservative synagogue and 
has daily services that are spirited, 
egalitarian and participatory.  The 
membership is a friendly and 
welcoming community.  

Visit the www.g-h-c.org Website 
or consider calling the synagogue 
office at 914-693-4260 for more 

information.  
.  

http://www.aureon.com/
http://www.westchester.org
http://www.westchester.org
file:///WTT-Volume%203/WTT-Vol.3%20Issue106/Articles/RabbiHurwitz@yahoo.com
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http://www.JewishYonkers.com
http://www.g-h-c.org
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In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Gaston Hortensia Costas passed 
away on September 7, 2008, at 
St. John’s Riverside Hospital in 
Yonkers. A long time resident of 
Yonkers, NY, she moved to Ardsley, 
NY, two years ago. She was born in 
Ponce, Puerto Rico, on September 
7, 1915. There she met and married 
her husband Carlos Esteban Gaston 
who predeceased her on May 20, 
2002. Hortensia and Carlos moved 
to New York City in 1938. She 
had five children of whom Luis 
predeceased her in 1985. She is 
survived by four children Ethel 
(Louis) Rosally of Ardsley, NY, 
Charles (Kathy) of Sandy, Utah, 
Priscilla (David) Fowler of Bartow, 
Georgia, and Sabina Gaston of New 
Rochelle, NY, and June Gaston, 
widow of Luis. Also surviving 
are 11 grandchildren Rosaline 
(Michael) Lombardo of Wappingers 
Falls, NY, Derek (Uta) Rosally of 
El Cerrito, CA, Stephanie (Jody) 
Kaplan of Ardsley, NY, Adrian 
(Andrea) of San Rafael, CA, Eva 
Petrics of Atlanta, GA, Jeffrey 
Gaston of Hong Kong, China, 
Andrew Gaston of Sandy, UT, Alan 
Gordon of New Rochelle, NY, 
Keith Gordon of New Rochelle, 
NY, Janaera (Kamal) Brown, Luis 
“CJ” (Ruthie) Gaston of New York, 
NY, and ten great grandchildren 
Arianna and Michael Lombardo, 
Rei, Dakoda and Cheyan Rosally, 
Jeffrey and Joseph Rosally, Koa 
Rosally, Bryce, Thomas, David 
and Elizabeth Kaplan, and a host 
of family and friends. Hortensia 
was happiest when surrounded by 
family, especially her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. A devoted 
Catholic, Hortensia attended St. 
Mary’s Church after the closing of 

her beloved Holy Rosary Church. 
Hortensia was an active member 
of the Nepperhan Community 
Center Senior Citizens program in 
Yonkers. The family will received 
friends on Thursday, September 
11, 2008,  at the Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home in Yonkers. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated 
for Hortensia on Friday, September 
12, 2008, at St. Mary’s Church in 
Yonkers, followed by Interment 
at St. Raymond’s Cemetery in 
The Bronx. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that donations be 
made in Hortensia’s Memory to 
St. Mary’s Church in Yonkers or 
the Nepperhan Community Center. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.
 
Raymond F. Hendricks of Yonkers, 
NY, died relatively peacefully on 
August 28, 2008, two days short 
of his 88th birthday. Raymond 
was born in South Amboy, NJ, 
and his parents soon moved to 
Nepperhan Avenue in Yonkers. The 
son of Joseph and Anna (Kovalik) 
Hendricks, he was one of eight 
children and completed one year 
at Gorton High School after which 
he started working full time at 
the age of 15 to help support the 
family. Raymond served proudly 
and honorably during WWII as 
a Sergeant in the 6th Army Air 
Force stationed at France Field, 
Panama for 3 years as a crew chief 
and mechanic. He returned to New 
York in 1945 where he worked 
as a truck driver for many years. 
He retired after 25 years with the 
NYS Thruway Authority where he 
worked as the master carpenter and 

bridge dock builder Supervisor of 
the Tappan Zee Bridge. In 1952 he 
designed and built his own home on 
Fennimore Avenue where he lived 
with his wife Helen (Palica). Helen 
passed away in December 2003. He 
met his wife at a church bazaar and 
fell in love the second he set his 
eyes on her. Together they raised 
two children, Marylyn Rinaldi of 
Solana Beach, CA, and Raymond 
Jerry Hendricks of Ardsley, NY. 
Raymond leaves behind three 
grandchildren Christine, Laura 
and Raymond John and four great 
grandchildren Noah, Kalea, Ryan 
and Andrew. Visitation was held 
at Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on August 30, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated 
in St. Bartholomew’s Church on 
September 3, 2008. Interment 
followed at St. Joseph Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.
 
Helen Misley (nee Berezny) of 
Dobbs Ferry, formerly a life long 
Yonkers resident died on Thursday 
September 4, 2008, at age 94. She 
was born on March 12, 1914, to 
Stephen and Julia (Slutak) Berezny 
in Yonkers where she was raised and 
attended local schools. Mrs. Misley 
worked as an executive secretary 
and registrar at the Halsted School 
in Yonkers for many years retiring 
in 1981. In August 1933 she married 
John Misley in St. Mary’s Church 
in Yonkers, he died in 1971. Helen 
was a parishioner of Christ the King 
Church and a member of St. John’s 
and St Joseph’s Auxiliary. She is 
survived by three daughters Joan E. 
Morse of Stamford, Helen Bedford 

of Stamford and Mary Ann Foley 
of Port Jefferson Station. She is 
also survived by four grandchildren 
Helen Marie Redfield, Debra 
Longo, Bill Foley Jr. and Kevin 
Foley and two great grandchildren 
Christopher and Daniel Foley and a 
sister Julia Daniels of Yonkers. She 
was predeceased by a great grandson 
Christopher Longo who died in 
1999. Visiting hours were held at 
the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on September 8, 2008. A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be in Christ the 
King Church on September 9, 2008. 
Interment followed at the Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. Donations in 
Helen’s memory may be made to 
Hospice of Westchester 95 South 
Broadway White Plains, NY 10601 
or The Stephen and Julia Berezny 
Burse 110 Shonnard Place, Yonkers, 
NY 10703. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.
 
Jean C. Picani (nee DeLandri) of 
Yonkers died on Friday, September 
12, 2008, at age 87. Born on July 
4, 1921 Alphonse and Immaculata 
(Reschilda) DeLandri in Yonkers 
where she was raised and educated. 
Her husband Anthony Picani 
predeceased her in 1984. Jennie 
is survived by her sister Angie 
Vece and two brothers Edward and 
Adolf (Brad) DeLandri. She was 
predeceased by her sister Annie 
Abore and her brother Alfred 
DeLandri. She is also survived 
by several nieces and nephews. 
Visiting hours will be at the Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home on Sunday, 
September 14, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial in Sacred Heart 
Church on Monday September 15, 

2008, followed by interment at 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.
 
Muriel Sikorski (nee Lyons), a 
lifelong Yonkers resident, died 
peacefully on Thursday, August 28, 
2008 at her home. She was 85 years 
old. She was born on July 12, 1923, 
to Thomas F. and Mary Murphy 
Lyons in Yonkers where she was 
raised and educated, graduating 
from Commerce High School in 
1941. Mrs. Sikorski was a secretary 
at the Westchester County Dept. 
of Probation and Family Court 
in Yonkers for 27 years until her 
retirement in 1989. She also worked 
in the shipping department at Otis 
Elevator Company from 1941 to 
1951. Mrs. Sikorski was a longtime 
parishioner of St. Casimir’s Church 
and an active worker at their annual 
bazaar every year. She was a member 
of the ladies of Lowerre Post VFW 
3083, the ladies auxiliary of VFW 
Post 1666 of which she was a life 
member, the Bajart Post American 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary, the Polish 
Seniors and the Otis Retirees. On 
April 6, 1947, she married Edward 
V. Sikorski in St. Casimir’s Church. 
Mr. Sikorski died on February 
13, 1994. Visitation was held at 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
Friday, August 29, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated in 
St. Casimir’s Church on Saturday, 
August 30, 2008. Interment 
followed at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

Diamantino Valente, 75, of 
Yonkers, died on Wednesday, 
August 27, 2008. He was born 
October 4, 1932, to Manuel and 
Amorosa Valente in Pardicho, 
Portugal, where he was raised and 
educated. Diamantino worked for 
almost 50 years as a mason for 
local No. 5, New York, retiring in 
1996. He was a parishioner of St. 
Joseph Church and a member of 
Portuguese American Community 
Center and enjoyed fishing and 
boating on the ocean. On December 
1, 1957, he married Rosa Castillo in 
St. John’s Church in White Plains. 
Mrs. Valente survives and lives 
in Yonkers. Besides his wife he is 
survived by a daughter, Maria E. 
Giordano, and her husband Ronnie 
of The Bronx, a son Manuel Valente 
of Yonkers, and two sisters Emilia 
Pinho and her husband Serafim 
of Yonkers, and Maria De Lurdes 
Sabina and her husband Manuel 
of Portugal. He is also survived 
by his four grandchildren Manuel, 
Diamantino, Lacey and Alexandra 
and several nieces and nephews. 
Visiting hours were held at the 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home on 
Friday, August 29, 2008. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be celebrated 
in St. Joseph’s Church on Saturday, 
August 30, 2008. Entombment 
will follow at Ferncliff Cemetery. 
Donations in his memory may 
be made to the American Cancer 
Society. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

 

protect this precious resource, such 
as Roatan’s newest resort, Infinity 
Bay Spa and Beach Resort in the 
West End. The resort has integrated 
green initiatives, such as solar water 
heating and an advanced aerobic 
septic system, into their operation 
so they don’t emit any pollutants 
into the ocean that could destroy 
the coral.
   “Nature has given us a magnificent 
precious gift, and we must do all 
we can to preserve it,” says Infinity 
Bay’s Scott Bocci. 
Wonder Number 2 - the magical 
undersea world surrounding 
Roatan. Many consider this part of 
the Caribbean one of the world’s 
best diving, snorkeling and fishing 
spots. Water temperatures average 
80 degrees year round, visibility 
ranges from 50-100 feet (15-30 m) 
and gentle currents make it a natural 
playground.
   There are 38 dive sites in the West 

Seven Wonders Seven Times the “Wow”
From Page 1

End and Sandy Bay Marine Reserve 
alone. These include wrecks, walls, 
shallow terraces, and deep fissures 
amongst sea turtles, eagle rays, 
squid and vibrant tropical fish. 
Fishing is also great with wahoo, 
yellow fin tuna, and mahi mahi 
abundant in the region, as well as 
large species such as barracuda, 
blue marlin and sail fin.
   Then there are the dolphins that 
inhabit the waters around the 
island. Through the Roatan Institute 
of Marine Studies (RIMS)visitors 
can dive and snorkel among these 
intelligent and playful creatures. 
   Anthony’s Key Resort in Sandy 
Bay established RIMS and has 
recently expanded its facilities and 
opened Fins and Flippers on the 
island’s south side near Coxen Hole 
Harbor.
Splendor from Tip To Tip, Top To 
Bottom
Between the land and the sea, nature 

has provided a vital transitional 
protector – the mangrove system 
and the island’s number 4 wonder. 
Mangroves are not specific trees 
but a variety of salt tolerant tropical 
trees and shrubs that are integral 
in the stability of the coastal 
environment. The system is a refuge 
for marine life, protects the reef 
from sediment runoff, protects the 
land from flooding during storms 
and is a fascinating and haunting 
environment. 
   The island’s diverse topography 
from a small mountain ridge at 
about 900 feet above sea level, to 
white sandy beaches, iron shoreline, 
mangroves, tropical hilltops, lush 
valleys to reef surrounded waters 
is number 5. Canopy zipline tours 
in Gumbalimba Park in West Bay 
are an exhilarating way to see the 
jungle vegetation from a bird’s eye 
view.
If you enjoy hiking, Carambola 

Botanical Gardens has a trail 
system that takes you through a 
protected forest and up Carambola 
Mountain with its extensive views 
of the island and beyond. Orchids, 
spice plants, fruit trees, iguanas and 
parrots line the trails.
Dinosaurs & Pirates
   Iguanas are protected on Roatan 
now but historically they were an 
island delicacy. These prehistoric 
looking creatures are wonder 
number 6. At Sherman Arch’s 
Iguana Farm, not so much a farm 
as an iguana haven, nearly 3000 
iguanas literally hang out here. 
Surprisingly iguanas are excellent 
climbers and swimmers. They also 
have very good hearing, smell and 
vision. 
   Roatan’s history at number 7 is 
the stuff of new world legends. At 
one point an estimated 5,000 pirates 
called Roatan home.
  But in 1782, the Spanish rid the 

island of the buccaneers and it 
lay uninhabited until 1797 when 
the British uprooted 2000 Black 
Caribs from St. Vincent to Roatan. 
These people were a mixture of 

African slaves and Arawak Indians 
who later became known as the 
Garifuna. The Garifuna have their 
own dialect (a mixture of Arawak, 
French, English and Spanish), and 
music, called Punta.

   From a rich cultural heritage to 
natural wonders, it’s no wonder why 
sources like the Wall Street Journal 
have called it the Caribbean’s next 
“it” spot.

If you go: 

www.infinitybay.com 
1-866-369-1977

www.anthonyskey.com 
1-800-227-3483

Honduras Tourism: 

www.letsgohonduras.com 

Margo Malcolm is a freelance 
writer based in Victoria, BC 

who has written travel articles 
on a wide range of topics. Most 
recently, these have included the 
Railway Roundhouse at Three 
Valley Gap, surfing in Tofino, 

fishing in Ucluelet, Port Alberni’s 
heritage sites and the island of 

Curaçao.
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