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   The embattled Wall Street bank 
Lehman Brothers may or may not 
have survived upon the reading of 
this Hezitorial. Bank of America, 
JC Flowers & Co., the financial 
investor, and China Investment 
Co., the Chinese sovereign wealth 
fund are said to be considering 
a possible joint bid for Lehman 
Brothers, as is talk of Barclays 
Bank likewise considering a similar 
buyout. Washington Mutual is being 
perceived to be illiquid, despite 
their weak protestations. They too 
may find themselves financially 
swallowed by another. The 
subprime housing debacle seems 
to continue its march through Wall 
Street’s hallowed halls eviscerating 
any with an Achilles Heel. Merrill 
Lynch is quietly discussed to being 
next on the list. 
   With the butchery of greed 
maintaining its prowess over many 
a would be player, the smell of fear 
from them all is heavy in the air. The 
crumbling, constrained financial 
investors who grease development 
efforts ahead are understandably 
feeling the heat. Some are departing 
the scene, yet you wouldn’t know it 
in Yonkers. While many are focused 
to the shenanigans conducted under 
the aegis of Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick, who 
admonished all who wanted to 
know that last week’s Real Estate 
Committee Meeting upon which he 
sits as co-chair with Councilmember 

Patricia McDow  would at 
the opening gavel be directed 
into executive session, thereby 
excluding the public and media 
from being privy to the discussion. 
To lessen the disappointment of 
not being included, Lesnick also 
advised that he would divulge what 
had transpired when the Real Estate 
Committee meeting would continue 
before public scrutiny.
   Adept at promising one thing 
and then mumbling, an inaudible 
excuse for not following through 
on his promise to the public and the 
media, Lesnick the Liar returned 
to saying one thing and then doing 
something quite different.
   No one asked him to give us 
advance warning of his future 
conduct. No one held a gun to 
his temple demanding he divulge 
what would transpire in the closed 
executive session. He did so of his 
own volition. He either lied in his 
written admonition or lied when 

The aura of the Beijing Olympic 
Games kept the world’s attention 
for the last two weeks in August 
of 2008. Without skipping a 
beat, our national 
attention was then 
hijacked by the 
main stream media 
to the Democratic 
and Republican 
conventions. Then 
in early September, 
tropical storms 
Gustav, Hanna and 
Ike were the main 
focus. I am not 
sure whether the 
U.S. Open got any attention. With 
so many news-worthy stories, it’s 
not difficult to understand why this 
headline was buried: “Freddie Mac 
(Freddie) will no longer purchase 
New York State subprime mortgages 
as of September 1, 2008.”
   The implication of such a decision 
is that if Fannie Mae (Fannie), the 
only other Government-Sponsored 
Enterprise (GSE) and purchaser of 

Unlendables?
Not in New York

By Derickson K. Lawrence

subprime mortgages, follows suit, 
this market is dead in the water. 
That action would shut the lid, in 
New York State, for the tens of 

thousands of first-
time homeowners 
who see this market 
as their path to 
a piece of the 
American dream; 
or hundreds of 
thousands, through 
refinance, who are 
trying to hold on 
to it.
   The catalyst 

for Freddie Mac’s 
decision was a law that went 
into effect in New York State on 
September 1, 2008. The intent of 
the law is to curb abusive lending 
practices and essentially strike the 
right balance between consumer 
protection and affordable credit 
according to Governor David A. 
Paterson’s office. However, it also 

 WHITE PLAINS, NY --  Thanks 
to a grant award from the New York 
State Local Government Records 
Management Improvement Fund, 
the Westchester 
County Clerk 
will soon be 
able to provide 
c u s t o m e r s 
with easier 
access to maps 
filed in his 
Land Records 
Division.”Our 
d a y - t o - d a y 
focus has been 
to properly 
index and 
safeguard over 
50,000 maps 
filed in our 
office through the years,” began 
County Clerk Timothy C. Idoni. 
“We are proud this grant will help 
us improve our customer service. 
   1. Our staff will locate maps more 
quickly. 
   2. Additional map images will be 

Easier Access  
to County Maps

provided to our online customers. 
   3. Our staff will be able to print 
maps right in our office rather than 
continuing the time-consuming 

efforts of 
o r d e r i n g 
them from 
the County 
Archives.
      The public 
can visit the 
Office of the 
Wes tches t e r 
County Clerk 
which is 
located at 110 
Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. in White 
Plains between 
the hours of 

8:00 a.m. and 5:45 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, excluding legal 
holidays.

For more information, please call 
995-3080 or visit our website at 

www.westchesterclerk.com.

Westchester County Clerk Timothy 
Idoni reviews one of more than 
50,000 maps on file in the Land 
Records Division of the County 

Clerk’s Office.

   Village Hall has stayed very busy 
this summer laying the groundwork 
for Fall projects and completing our 
promised summer initiatives.
   Our contract terminated with WCI 
on August 29th. The 
Trustees worked very 
hard at protecting 
the Village’s interest 
relative to all 
possible outcomes 
and placing 
ourselves in the best 
legal position. We 
will be discussing 
all our options in 
the coming months. 
There is currently a 
great deal of interest in the project 
from national builders.
   Our curbing/paving program will 
be completed by the second week 
of September -approximately one 
week behind our ideal schedule. 
We are trying something new near 
Starbucks by using patterned paving 
in the crosswalk. It has been used 
in other communities to both better 
demarcate the crossing area as well 

Mayor’s Column
By Mary C. Marvin

Mayor of the Village of Bronxville
as alert drivers to reduce speed. Let 
us know what you think because if 
it proves successful we would do 
the same at other intersections, most 
notably the crosswalk from Valley 

Road to Botticelli 
Bridal shop.
   The Village just 
recently received the 
vibration and noise 
study commissioned 
in the Spring to 
monitor the effects 
of the third track on 
our residents living 
in the Metro North 
corridor. There will 
be a public meeting 

on September 18th at 7PM in 
the Library with the engineers to 
review their results, explain the 
ramifications and take questions. 
The meeting will be televised 
and hard copies of the study are 
currently available at Village Hall.
   A landscape architect specializing 
in municipal properties has been 

giving his inaudible rationale in the 
opening remarks to the opening of 
the publicly attended Real Estate 
Committee meeting. Lesnick the 
Liar did not disappoint those who 
expected his timid retreat from 
what he says and what he does. 
   The above circumstance is 
revealed so that the reader may fully 
appreciate that it is such conduct, 
among others to be revealed herein, 
that Lesnick is despised by his own 
party.
   Lesnick’s spineless approach 
shrinks from Yonkers Democrat City 
Committee directives consistently. 
While nodding up and down in 
the affirmative, Lesnick conducts 
his business to the contrary. When 
Lesnick learned that Yonkers 
City Council Democrat Counsel 
Harvey Kaminsky was suffering 
from cancer, he concocted a plan 
which deducted almost $30,000 
of  Kaminsky’s $90,000 yearly 
salary for use by one of his staff 
members, Chistian DiPalermo, to 
swell Lesnick’s patronage machine 
for his benefit. When speaking with 
Kaminsky about this very issue, 
Kaminsky advised me that he was 
assured by Lesnick’s Chief of Staff 
Rocky Richards that Kaminsky 
would not lose a dime of his salary, 
Kaminsky, who was somewhat 
delusional by way of the medication 
he consumed to diminish the pain, 
agreed to be “a good Democrat.”

The twenty-ninth annual Long 
Beach Blues Festival took place 
at a new location along the shores 
of the Pacific at Rainbow Lagoon 
Park in Long Beach, California on 
Labor Day Weekend. The setting 
was gorgeous, and the weather was 
perfect, the stage not only faced 
the ocean, but there was a lagoon 
for the audience to set themselves 
up around with their coolers and 
blankets. So everything aligned 
precisely for a marvelous two-day 
event which on Saturday, August 30, 
featured Roy Young, Roy Rogers & 

The 2008 Long Beach 
Blues Festival 

By Bob Putignano

the Delta Rhythm Kings, The Dirty 
Dozen Brass Band, Pinetop Perkins 
with the Bob Margolin Band, John 
Mayall, and Chuck Berry. Sunday, 
August 31’s lineup included Ana 
Popovic, Joe Louis Walker, Eddie 
Floyd, Charlie Musselwhite, Booker 
T. Jones, and Taj Mahal’s trio.
   Some of my favorite performances 
on Saturday included Roy Rogers 
riveting performance with his Delta 
Rhythm Kings which opened the 
music segment at 2:00pm. The Dirty 

Chuck Berry performing. Photo courtesy Bob Putignano

STOCKPORT, NY -- Noel Fine 
Art announces an exhibition of 34 
paintings and works on paper by 
Fred Mitchell entitled “Modernism 
Into Abstraction: Fred Mitchell 
1940-1949.” The show will open 
Friday, September 19th, 2008, with 
opening reception from 5PM to 
8PM that evening. It is organized 
by Philip Douglas Heilman of 
Philip Douglas Fine Art, a private 
art sales firm located in Stockport, 
New York. The exhibition will 
run from September 19th through 
October 24th, 2008. 
   Fred Mitchell is well known as 
an abstract painter having been 

Fred Mitchell Exhibition 
Opens at Noel Fine Art

Throwing the Dice, oil on canvas. Fred Mitchell 1941©Noel Fine Art 
widely exhibited and collected 
since moving to New York City 
in 1951. The show focuses on 
Mitchell’s work from 1940-1949 
an important period of change and 
evolution for the artist prior to 
abstract expressionism. Included 
in the exhibition will be 12 to 14 
of Fred Mitchell’s great works on 
paper and two oils available for 
$1,000 or less. 
   Below are excerpts from the 
essay available at the gallery that 
highlight Mitchell’s evolution of 
Modernism into Abstraction. 

MIRPURKAS, SINDH, PAKISTAN 
-- Dr. Abdul Mannan Siddiqui, an 
American doctor, was murdered in 
Fazl-i-Umar Medical Centre, the 
hospital he founded, in Mirpurkas, 
situated in the Sindh Province of 
Pakistan. Allegations are rife that 
Siddiqui was murdered for abiding 
by the tenets of the minority Islamic 
sect known as Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community (AMC) to which he 
belonged. Death threats are claimed 
to have increased upon his life days 
before the targeted murder of him. 
Since 1974, after a 21 day national 
debate to garner political clout over 
the majority of people in Pakistan’s 
divergent tribes, and under the aegis 
of then Prime Minister Zulfiquar 

American 
Doctor 

Murdered 
in Pakistan

By Hezi Aris

LONDON, GREAT BRITAIN 
and NEW YORK, NY -- GlobeOp 
Financial Services (GlobeOp; 
LSE:GO.), a leading independent 
provider of 
business process 
o u t s o u r c i n g , 
f i n a n c i a l 
t e c h n o l o g y 
services and 
analytics to the 
buy-side, last 
week announced 
that it is investing 
$10.5 million 
to acquire and 
enhance a facility 
in Yorktown 
Heights, New 
York. The facility 
will provide 
additional office 
and data center 
capacity to support future business 
growth. The acquisition is scheduled 
to close later this month. 
   The 80,000 square foot  facility 
is located in Westchester County, 
approximately 40 miles from 
Manhattan, where one of GlobeOp’s 
two global headquarters is located.
   In addition to the initial $5.5 
million facility acquisition, GlobeOp 
anticipates a further investment of 
approximately $5 million in facility 
infrastructure and equipment 

GlobeOp to Establish 
Operations in 

Yorktown Heights
improvements. The facility purchase 
and subsequent capital expenditures 
will be funded from existing cash. 
Expected to be operational in 

early 2009, the 
Yorktown Heights 
facility will enable 
the company to 
a c c o m m o d a t e 
future technology 
infrastructure and 
service expansion. 
It will also further 
strengthen the 
reliability and 
robustness of 
existing business 
systems, as it 
will source power 
from a different 
utility company 
and separate 
power grid than 

is used at the company’s Harrison, 
NY facility. 
   “Investing for the future is 
essential,” said Hans Hufschmid, 
GlobeOp chief executive officer. 
We continuously invest globally in 
people and infrastructure, reflecting 
steady growth in client trading 
volumes and demand for diverse 
product offerings. Acquiring the 
additional capacity in Yorktown 

Hans Hufschmid,  
chairman and CEO, 

GlobeOpFinancial Services.

http://www.westchesterclerk.com/


   

Furthermore, while he scoffs at the 
mere suggestion that he might miss 
that mark, he has  promised to pick 
up the expense tab and retire at 
least half of what they owe should 

chambers were close to those of 
my employer, Justice Matthew M. 
Levy (60 Centre Street, Room 525).   
Justice Klein was a tall, attractive 
and well spoken.  He was also a nice 
man, kind to the law clerks.  He was 
not particularly distinguished as a 
lawyer or judge, but he had a good 
reputation and was well liked in the 
courthouse.
   The reformers, who at the time 
were often insurgents and still 

committed to ending judicial 
patronage and making appointments 
based on merit, nominated Samuel 
Silverman, a Supreme Court Justice 
in his fourth year on that court.  
Silverman had been a partner in 
the prestigious law firm of Paul, 
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton and 
Garrison.  One of his law partners 
was Edward N. Costikyan, who 
was also the New York County 
Democratic leader at the time. 
Costikyan was supported by Mayor 
Wagner, who had defeated Carmine 
DeSapio in the 1961 Democratic 
primary.
   The decisive factor in the 1966 
primary was Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy, who endorsed and 
campaigned vigorously for 
Silverman.  RFK had been elected 
Senator from New York State in 
1964, having moved to the city 
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On
the

Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Legal 
Notices
Legal notices for 

publication  
in the

Westchester Times
Tribune

are accepted for 
publication  

no later than Thursday 
for the following 
week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.
com

Since Kaminsky’s passing, 
DiPalermo would take Kaminsky’s 
place to the right of Lesnick on the 
City Council President and City 
Clerk dais.
   Acrimony would rise to the 
highest decibels when then Majority 
Leader Patricia McDow, found 
herself stripped of her position 
and commensurate remuneration 
by Lesnick’s appointment of now 
Majority Leader Sandy Annabi. 
McDow didn’t see, hear, or know 
that a steam engine was barreling 
down the track to squash or stymie 
her political office. McDow 
continues to seethe in her disgust of 
Lesnick to this day.
   We now learn that Ken Jenkins, 

Return of Lesnick the Liar
chair of the Yonkers City Democrat 
Committee is also disgusted by 
Lesnick’s destructive, dysfunctional, 
and independently corrupt conduct. 
So much so that DiPalermo can be 
recognized through the barrel of the 
political shotgun planned to remove 
him and diminish Lesnick’s out of 
control patronage factory.
   The Honorable Justice Mike 
Doran, who ran an unsuccessful 
challenge for Mayor against 
incumbent Mayor Phil Amicone as 
a Democrat, yet pulling out within 
weeks of his announced candidacy, 
having relinquished his position as 
head of the Yonkers City Court, is 
being thought of as a replacement 
for DiPalermo, simply for the sake 

of cutting Lesnick down to size.
   Meanwhile, Yonkers City Clerk 
Joan Deierlein will undergo 
medical surgery on September 19. 
We sincerely wish her a speedy 
recovery. Deierlein’s departure, 
and the yet to be replaced Barbara 
Flatley, who has not returned from 
battling her medical concerns, 
leaves Clerk Vincent Spano alone 
at the helm, that is of course with 
his able back office team.
   The reader must recognize that 
the Yonkers City Council counsel 
is chosen from the majority parties. 
DiPalermo is the designated 
Democrat and majority counsel 
representative and Mark Constantine 
is the designated Republican and 

minority counsel representative.
   Deierlein is the Republican 
designee, the departed Flatley was 
the Democrat designee, and Spano 
is the Conservative designee.
   Wall Street will be making the 
most noise this week as it warned 
to do just that last week, allowing 
for City Hall to maintain its silence, 
and behind the scenes management 
that will bring pressure, ridicule, 
threat, and anything else that will 
work to pressure the Yonkers City 
Council to acquiesce to approving 
the SFC Yonkers Inc. project  with 
alacrity. 
   Ka-boom. 
    

A very important election in New 
York County (Manhattan) was held 
Tuesday, September 9, 2008, but 
it was practically ignored by both 
mainstream and alternative media.
   The position at stake was 
Surrogate Judge. It comes with a 
fourteen-year term.  The Surrogate 
(the word is derived from the Latin 
sub rogatus) is  someone who acts 
in place of another (cf., a surrogate 
mother).  The Surrogate’s duty is 
to act on behalf of the widows and 
orphans of people who have died 
(decedents), and to make decisions 
in cases involving squabbling heirs, 
or wannabe heirs.
   The Public Administrator, an 
appointed official, handles the 
estates of people who have died 
without leaving a will.  To die 
without a will (intestate) is both 
foolish and expensive. You may not 
like the relatives who will end up 
with your money.  And if none can 
be found, your estate will escheat to 
the State of New York. Make a will, 
and let people know where it is, so 
it can be found when it is needed. 
   The surrogate has for over a 
century been an important political 
office.  His, or her, power lies in part 
in the ability to appoint lawyers, or 
even non-lawyers, as trustees and 
guardians ad litem, representing 
children or adults who may have a 
claim on the estate.  For many years, 
being on the surrogate’s patronage 
list provided a steady income to 
politically connected attorneys.  
All these fees are taken from of the 
estates of the deceased, and reduce 
the sum received by the widows, 
orphans and other heirs.
   Traditionally, Tammany Hall 
(The New York County Democratic 
organization) controlled the 
selection of judges to fill the 
office.  Its candidates were usually 
unchallenged.  Unusually, the 

The Court of Lucre
Surrogate Primary in New York County is Almost Unnoticed

By Henry J. Stern

Surrogate, whose position is in 
many ways equivalent to a Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, is not chosen by a judicial 
convention, which is a gathering of 
party faithful that has historically 
been controlled by political bosses.  
The Democratic, and all other party 
candidates, are chosen in a primary 
election. The voters are able to 
participate, but rarely know much 
about the candidates. Many votes 
are cast on the basis of gender and 
ethnicity, because that is all one 
can learn about the candidates from 
seeing their names on the voting 
machine. 
   There are two surrogates for 
New York County, and one each 
for Queens, The Bronx and Staten 
Island.  Brooklyn was given a 
second surrogate two three years 
ago as a result of a deal between 
Governor Pataki, who got to name 
some more judges to the Court 
of Claims, Senator Bruno and 
Speaker Silver, who intended to 
choose the second surrogate from 
Democratic assemblymembers 
from Brooklyn. In fact, he did, 
and when No 1 withdrew, he 
substituted another. The second 
choice resigned after less than a 
year in office, amid allegations that 
he violated campaign finance laws. 
Assemblyman No. l, a popular man, 
has served for 36 years in Albany. 
His seat was previously held by his 
father. Both Brooklyn surrogates are 
now women, as are both surrogates 
from Manhattan, and several of 
their predecessors.
   The primary election that 
weakened Tammany’s control 
of the court came in 1966.  The 
Democratic machine nominated 
Judge Arthur G. Klein, a sitting 
Justice of the Supreme Court who 
had been a Congressman in the 
1940’s.  I knew him because his 

from Virginia after he resigned 
as Attorney General.  As a child, 
he had a nexus to New York State 
since his father, Ambassador Joseph 
P. Kennedy, had lived to Riverdale 
in 1927 and moved north to an 
estate in Bronxville in 1929.  RFK 
was born in 1925 in Brookline, 
Massachusetts, where his older 
brother, John, had been born in 
1917. 
   Kennedy’s election preceded 
by 36 years a similar event, the 
election of Senator Hillary Rodham 
Clinton in 2000.   New York has 
always welcomed newcomers, and 
what more impressive welcome can 
there be than a seat in the United 
States Senate, in which both new 
New Yorkers, the late President’s 
brother, and the former President’s 
wife, distinguished themselves.  
Both Senators Kennedy and Clinton 
were candidates for President of the 
United States a few years after they 
were elected to the Senate.  Senator 
Clinton has not taken the active 
role in local politics that RFK did, 
although she did write a letter in 
support of Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
who had supported her candidacy 
since its inception.
   It is Friday afternoon, and we 
do not want to burden you with 
too much to read.  We will tell the 
story of the 2008 primary campaign 
next week, except to give you the 
result, complete except for absentee 
ballots which cannot affect the 
result.   Nora Anderson, a trusts 
and estates attorney in private 
practice, received 26661 votes. 
John Reddy, a court administrator 
in the Surrogate’s Court, 14670, and 
Milton Tingling, a Supreme Court 
justice, 14167.  Justice Tingling had 
been the choice of the New York 
County Democratic organization.
   Ms. Anderson will take office 
on January 1, on the retirement of 

Justice Renee Roth, who had been 
surrogate for twenty-six years.  The 
Anderson campaign was managed 
by Michael (Bison) Oliva, an 
alumnus of New York Civic who 
has contributed columns to our 
archives.   BTW, the Surrogate’s 
Court is located in its own building, 
formerly known as the Hall of 
Records, at 31 Chambers Street, 
between Elk and Centre Streets.  
The senior surrogate will now be 
Justice Kristin Booth Glen, who 
was elected in 2005.  Surrogates 
must retire the year they turn 70, a 
milestone Justice Glen is expected 
to reach in 2012, when there will be 
another primary election.
   Thanks to Jerry Koenig and Jerry 
Skurnik for their useful historical 
information. Those two men 
are remarkable knowledgeable 
about politics in New York City. 
I am responsible for the opinions 
expressed and any errors that may 
have been made.
   Rule 9-I (Arnold’s rule): “I’ll be 
back.

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse through his archive 

at New York Civic and direct 
e-mail to StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

   In some respects, these two 
men couldn’t be more different, 
one being a very-much-alive 
professional gambler and the 
other a distinguished academic 
clergyman who’s been dead for 
more than a half-dozen years. 
   Neither one is (or ever was) likely 
to be seen roaming the woodlands 
in green leotards, pointy-toed 
shoes and a feathered cap.     
   They share, though, one behavior 
with Robin Hood, the legendary 
English outlaw: a mission to take 
from the rich and give to the poor. 
   The current Robin, who has thus 
far chosen to be anonymous, is a 
seasoned habitue of Las Vegas, 

God’s Squad Working at the Blackjack Table?
 

By Joe Klock, Sr.

where he is known as a high-stakes 
Blackjack player, winning and losing 
(more often the former) thousands 
of dollars at a single sitting. 
   Any day now, in a new altruistic 
venture, he is planning to choose 
a single family, needy and in debt 
between $25,000 and $50,000, 
from among hundreds of applicants 
already in a hopeful queue. 
   He will fly the chosen clan to 
Sin City; then he’ll house, wine 
and dine them in luxury, while 
he challenges the fall of the cards 
on their behalf, entirely using 
his own money. His stated goal 
is to beat the house for enough 
loot to pay all their debts in full. 

such an unthinkable failure occur. 
   Swearing that he neither cheats 
nor counts cards, he accounts for 
both his supreme self-confidence 
and past record of success by 
asserting that he simply “believes” 
and has faith in God - nothing 
more by way of explanation. 
   It is in the area of faith that he 
comes closest to the other subject of 
this column, a Jesuit educator with 
academic qualifications of enviable 
proportions, who played cards both 
for fun and to profit the needy. 
  He, too, shall be nameless in this 
piece, at the behest of his surviving 
family and friends, who would 
rather that he be remembered 

for his religious and educational 
achievements than his remarkable 
skill in the gaming arena. 
   Aside: Skeptical readers who 
suspect that he is a figment of my 
imagination are free to contact 
me for details, but who he was 
is far less important than what 
he did and for whom he did it. 
   Father Joe (I’ll give you that much 
here) was wont to doff collar and 
cassock, don his one blue civilian 
suit and financially ravage casinos 
from the sand beaches of Atlantic 
City to the desert wasteland of Vegas. 
All of his well-gotten gains were 
turned over to his religious order for 

see God’s Squad  Pg. 3
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Weir Only Human: More Than a Shade of Difference
By Bob Weir

   There’s much to like about Barack 
Obama; his youthful exuberance, his 
handsome countenance, his ability 
to deliver a motivating speech and 
his sincere approach to governing. 
In fact, he’s the perfect candidate for 
those who have the same political 
philosophy of more taxes, bigger 
government, expansion of social 
programs and refusal to become 
energy independent by drilling on 
our own land. Sure, when I listen 
to his speeches he makes me feel 
proud that our country has reached 
a point in its history when the 
dream of Dr. Martin Luther King 
is being realized. From a personal 
perspective, I think it’s way past 
the time for an African-American 
to have a fair chance to win the 
presidency. But, I’ll be damned if 
I’m going to vote for him in some 
knee-jerk fashion just because of 
his skin color. There’s just as much 

bigotry in choosing him based on 
his skin pigmentation as there is 
in repudiating him because of it. I 
also think it’s high time this country 
elected a woman president, but that 
wouldn’t have moved me to pull 
the lever for Hillary Clinton either. 
Does that make me a misogynist? 
   What I’ve seen so far in this 
campaign is an attempt to portray 
those who are unwilling to vote 
for Obama as closet bigots. After 
all, if you can’t support a political 
phenomenon, what other reason 
could it be except that he’s black? 
I know this appeal to white guilt is 
working because I’ve heard some 
people say they don’t agree with 
the Illinois Senator on the issues, 
but would like the world to see 
that our country has moved away 
from its racist past. Although that 
may be a worthwhile sentiment, 
it has absolutely nothing to do 

with electing 
a president. 
Furthermore, I 
think the fact that 
Obama received 
the nomination 
of a major 
political party 
already proves 
that racial barriers have been all 
but eliminated. If millions of white 
voters had not turned out for him 
in the primaries, he wouldn’t even 
be part of the national discussion. 
However, does his history making 
nomination mean, ipso facto, that 
he should also be elected to lead the 
free world? 
   During a recent interview 
on “This Week” with George 
Stephanopoulos, Obama was asked 
if he thought the mocking comments 
at the GOP convention about his 
community organizer experience 

was an example 
of a “subtle 
racial code.” 
Huh? What part 
of “community 
o r g a n i z e r ” 
has racial 
connotations? To 
his credit, Obama 

didn’t take the bait, although it’s 
evident that the attempt to bring 
race into it continues. Yet, when 
Clarence Thomas was nominated 
for the Supreme Court by Bush the 
elder, Democrats went on a feeding 
frenzy to scuttle the black jurist’s 
chances to obtain the exalted 
position. Was that about race, or 
was it because of his conservative 
credentials? When Obama was 
asked which SC justice he would 
not have voted for, he proudly 
said, Clarence Thomas. Was he 
being racist? No, he was simply 

stating that he wouldn’t vote for 
someone with political views that 
are inconsistent with his own. The 
voting public should do no less. 
   I have no doubt that there are still 
some racist morons out there who 
are less than a generation away from 
families who wore white robes and 
hoods as their garments of choice. 
Thank God that those people are 
few in number and probably lacking 
in the requisite brain matter to 
make an intelligent choice anyway. 
But, no voter in 2008 should feel 
compelled to cast a vote that has 
more to do with guilt than with 
gumption. Think about it! How 
does someone go from having zero 
executive credentials to a position 
of Chief Executive of the most 
powerful nation in the world? Isn’t 
that like being an oil well-driller for 
a couple of years and then being 
catapulted to CEO of Exxon Mobil? 

Would it hurt Obama to gain a few 
more years of legislative skills 
and maybe a few as a governor? 
I suppose he doesn’t think it’s 
necessary, because, according to 
him, “This is the moment America 
has been waiting for. “
   It has? The country has been 
waiting for a guy who gives an 
exciting speech, read from a 
teleprompter, so we can send him 
to the White House? How starved 
are we for entertainment? I don’t 
agree with much that’s ever been 
said by Bill Clinton, but something 
he said during the Primary season 
really resonated with me. “Give me 
a break!” Clinton said with disgust. 
“This guy, Obama, is the biggest 
fairy tale I’ve ever seen.”

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

distribution to the poor, consistent 
with his personal vow of poverty. 
  Although solemnly averring that it 
was “all for the honor and glory of 
God” and claiming no special skill, 
he was good enough at the game to 
eventually make the blacklists at all 
major casinos before permanently 
retreating to his priestly pursuits. 
   Truth to tell, while divine 
intervention can’t be completely 
ruled out, Father Joe could 
(although he didn’t) boast of an 
impressive scholastic background 
in mathematics, a doctorate degree 
and the deanship and presidency 
at institutes of higher learning. 
   Reportedly, the final class 
in his economics course at a 
prestigious Jesuit college was an 
explanation of how he beat the 
odds at the blackjack table. There 
is no evidence, however, that this 
ability rubbed off on his students, 
despite their understandably 
eager attendance at this lecture. 
   All this would lead one (well, 

God’s Squad Working at the Blackjack 
Table?

THIS one, anyway) to suspect 
that a heavenly hand was, 
indeed in support of Father Joe 
as he plied his charitable trade. 
   Were that to have been so, it is 
conceivable that a similar deitistic 
intervention will occur when the 
anonymous benefactor cited above 
sits down in Vegas to nail down 
a bonanza for the family he had 
plucked from the pit of poverty. 
   Since that adventure is being 
publicized by a cable news 
network, there may be room 

for some skepticism as to the 
selflessness of his motivation.  
   He stoutly maintains that he’s 
“just trying to take what some 
consider the dark side of gambling 
and use it for a righteous cause.”  
   Time (and TV) will tell about 
that, but you can track his trek 
at www.robinhood702.com. 
   Meanwhile, I have no doubt that 
where Father Joe now resides, the 
cards he’s dealt always add up to a 
perfect 21.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers in 

Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.

Like Klockwork

Letters to the Editor
   I belong to the worldwide 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you personally for covering 
the story of cold blooded murder of 
two of our community’s members 
in Pakistan.  Not only were they 
men of high character, they were 
serving the humanity.  Being 
doctors of medicine, they were 
engaged in providing services to 

the communities they were living 
in, and would not charge the poor 
or people who couldn’t afford. 
   The callous perpetrators of 
the brutal murders have, besides 
committing an unforgivable act, 
taken away for this world two pious 
and righteous souls of which this 
polarized world is in compelling 
need. 
   Once again, thanks a lot for 

showing the courage to cover stories 
that may seem remote but should 
be a concern for every member of 
this human family—the children of 
God.

Sincerely,
Wasim Malik
California

Fred Mitchell Exhibition Opens at  
Noel Fine Art

   …In 1942 Mitchell was awarded an 
art scholarship to attend prestigious 
Carnegie Tech in Pittsburgh. 
There in the urban milieu his work 
began to take on sophisticated 
expressionist flourishes and 
grew by leaps & bounds. He met 
painter Philip Pearlstein who 
remained an enduring friend. For 
the first time he saw modern art in 
person in the fine art museums of 
Pittsburgh. The painting ‘Railroad 
Yard, Pittsburgh’ ca.1943 shows 
Mitchell’s increasing use of color 
as a tool to describe form... In 
1943 Mitchell was drafted into the 
army...his work was included in an 
the important exhibition ‘Army Art’ 
organized by and exhibited at The 
National Gallery in Washington...
After he was discharged in 1946 
Mitchell went to New York for the 
first time. He and a friend went to 
see a rare John Marin exhibition of 
oils at Alfred Stieglitz’s American 
Place Gallery. Stieglitz, old and 
alone in the gallery according to 
Mitchell, encouraged the men to 
come in and browse. Amazingly 
he showed them around and talked 
about the importance of Marin’s 
work. He told them: ”The only 
thing that is constant about New 
York is change”. Those words for 
Mitchell encapsulated the essence 
of New York and became mantra 
to Mitchell’s understanding and 
intuitive awareness about art 

from then on. In 1946 Mitchell 
was awarded a scholarship to 
Cranbrook Academy in Michigan. 
Cranbrook was America’s intended 
answer to The Bauhaus School 
teaching a modern esthetic in art, 
architecture and design under the 
direction of designer Eliel Saarinen. 
There Mitchell’s thrived. His art 
delved deeply into modernist 
form, color, and construction. 
…Mitchell’s art began taking a 
mature, loose, intuitive feeling and 
a sense of direction squarely rooted 
in modernist form, abstraction 
and color and encouraged by his 
instructor Zoltan Sepeshy. He was 
clearly seeking new and exciting 
directions. Abstract Expressionism 
was in the air and on the verge 
of becoming an international 
movement. His art was gaining 
national attention. 
   In 1947 he used the award to 
travel to Europe settling in Rome 

for three years. Mitchell fell in with 
a group of American painters that....
later along with Mitchell founded 
the artists co-op Tanager Gallery in 
the East Village. In Rome he met 
important expressionist painters 
John Heliker and Afro (Basaldella). 
Afro an Italian painter was older 
and working in a more advanced 
non representational highly abstract 
manner that used bold color and 
intuitive action painting techniques. 
Highly inspired changes came 
quickly in Mitchell’s work. Two 
oils from 1948 ‘Orpheus’ and ‘King 
And Dancers’ show the influence of 
a radical type of expressionism...
Full blown abstract paintings take 
center stage in 1949. Proto-cubist 
forms no longer resemble seen 
objects. Figures float untethered in 
& away from jagged surroundings. 
Background surfaces are now 
scumbled and all representation 
is lost to intuitive inspiration. 
Abstraction becomes predominate 
in Mitchell’s work and becomes his 
stock in trade... In the watercolor 
drawing ‘Drawing From Via dei 
Seripenti’ , and the oil ‘View From 
The Seripenti’ figures...organic 
form and color are all that is reveled 
and Mitchell’s transformation is 
complete. 

   For more information, visit the 
www.noelfineart.com Website, or 
contact the gallery director, Noel 
DeGaetano, at (914) 337-4050.

Train Windows, oil on canvas. 
Fred Mitchell 1946©Noel Fine Art
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RIVERDALE, NY -- The 
Counterfeiters is the true story of 
the largest counterfeiting operation 
in history, set up by the Nazis in 
1936. Salomon “Sally” Sorowitsch 
is the king of counterfeiters. He 
lives a mischievous life of cards, 
booze, and women in Berlin during 
the Nazi-era. Suddenly his luck runs 
dry when arrested by Superintendent 
Friedrich Herzog. Immediately 
thrown into the Mauthausen 
concentration camp, Salomon 
exhibits exceptional skills there and 
is soon transferred to the upgraded 
camp of Sachsenhausen. Upon his 
arrival, he once again comes face 
to face with Herzog, who is there 
on a secret mission. Hand-picked 
for his unique skill, Salomon and a 
group of professionals are forced to 
produce fake foreign currency under 

The Riverdale Y will show last 
year’s Academy Award Winner for 
“Best Foreign Language Film”, 
The Counterfeiters, on Saturday,  

September 20, at 8:30 pm.

“The Counterfeiters”
to Premiere at Riverdale Y

the program Operation Berhard. 
The team, which also includes 
detainee Adolf Burger, is given 
luxury barracks for their assistance. 
But while Salomon attempts to 

weaken the economy of Germany’s 
allied opponents, Adolf refuses to 
use his skills for Nazi profit and 
would like to do something to stop 
Operation Bernhard’s aid to the war 
effort. Faced with a moral dilemma, 
Salomon must decide whether his 
actions, which could prolong the 
war and risk the lives of fellow 
prisoners, are ultimately the right 
ones.  [In German with English 
subtitles]
   Tickets, are $8 for the movie 
only; $12 for the movie and café 
afterward, with unlimited coffee, 
tea, wine, sweets and savories in a 
candle-lit café.  Tickets available 
online at www.RiverdaleY.org.
   
The Riverdale Y is located at 5625 

Arlington Avenue (off 256 St.), 
Riverdale, The Bronx, NY.

“Healthy” Programs
   Throughout the year many of our 
local hospitals, including Northern 
Westchester Hospital in Mount 
Kisco, Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow and 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center in 
Cortlandt Manor, are committed 
to offering a wide range of classes, 
events, support groups and free 
screenings designed to help create 
and maintain a healthy community. 
A sample of the programs that are 
being offered this fall include senior 
(55+) exercise classes, weekly 
meditation sessions, childbirth 
classes for parents and siblings, 
hypnosis weight loss clinics, CPR 
and emergency responder training, 
elder law and healthcare insurance 
discussions, educational seminars 
on cosmetic surgery techniques and 
even defensive driving classes and 
much much more. A wide range 
of support groups are available for 
patients, families and caregivers 

to offer participants education, 
friendship and assistance. Free 
screenings and clinics are also 
offered for an extensive variety 
of health issues. Many of these 
programs are free or at a nominal 
fee. For a complete listing visit the 
hospital Website: www.nwhc.net, 
www.phelpshospital.org and www.
hvhc.org.
What Is Your Favorite Apple?
   Apples are now in season and I 
always think they are best directly 
from the orchard. Where else can 
you find a wide variety with so 
many different tastes and crunchy 
textures. Some are great for 
eating, other for baking, others for 
applesauce ? and the farm stand 
owners always know just the right 
one to recommend.
   You can pick an apple right off of 
the tree at Stuart’s Farm, 62 Granite 
Springs Road in Granite Springs, the 
oldest working farm in Westchester 
County (since 1828). The farm has 

over 200 acres of apple orchards, 
pick your pumpkin from the vine on 
the field and visit the farm store for 
their fresh produce, honey, jams, 
flowers and delicious autumn treats. 
Info: 914 245-2784.
   Also open for the season is 
Wilkins Fruit and Fir Farm, 1335 
White Hill Road in Yorktown. They 
grow a wide variety of apples in 
their hilltop orchard where you can 
pick your favorites to take home. 
They too, have a pumpkin patch 
and while you are there enjoy a 
hot cup of cider and a fresh apple 
cider doughnut in the farm market 
stand! Info: 914 245-5111. PS - My 
favorite apples are Matsu, Winesap, 
Rome and Cortland!

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website.
Macy’s Hosts Third National Shop for 

a Cause Event 
    Thousands of Charities Will Participate on Saturday, September 20

YONKERS, NY -- This  fall, 
Macy’s will host the third na-
tional  “Shop  for  a  Cause” 
day  on  Saturday, September 20 
to benefit thousands  of 
charitable organiza-
tions in local markets 
throughout America. 
   Last  year,  the program 
raised over 9.5 million 
dollars across the coun-
try in a single day. In 2008, 
“Shop For A Cause” is expected to 
raise even more for participating 
charities, such as local women’s 
organizations, churches, school 
programs and healthcare centers. 
“Macy’s  has  al-
ways  been  a  company  that be-
lieves in giving back to the com-
munities  it  serves,” says Randy 
Scalise, Director of Stores for 
Macy’s East. “From  our  sup-
port of the American Heart Asso-

ciation’s Go Red for Women  cam-
paign  to  AIDS  awareness, 
Macy’s is always there to support 
its local  community  charities and 

stand behind national causes that 
touch the lives of our customers.” 
   Tickets  will be sold by participat-
ing charitable organizations for $5 
each – the proceeds  of  which  they 
keep in full. Additionally, custom-
ers can purchase a $5 ticket at any 
Macy’s store and the full proceeds 
will benefit Macy’s  designated  lo-
cal  charity.  Ticket  holders  can 
then redeem their savings  pass  at 
Macy’s on September 20 to re-

ceive great savings on almost 
all  their  purchases that day. Be-
yond the thrill of a discounted pur-
chase, each Macy’s East location 

will give customers the 
chance to win a $500 gift 
card,  plus  have  excit-
ing  events throughout 
the store, from cosmet-
ics to kids,  fashion 
shows and more.  (No 

purchase is necessary 
for the chance to win a gift card 
and events will vary by location.) 
   The Macy’s East location in 
Westchester are Macy’s Cross 
County, located at 800 Central Park 
Avenue, in Yonkers, NY 10704. Tel: 
914-964-6680, and Macy’s White 
Plains, located at 100 Main Street, 
White Plains Galleria, White Plains, 
NY 10601. Tel: 914-946-5015. 

Also, visit online store at 
macys.com.

   Candles were burning brightly 
as night fell on the large crowd 
gathered in front of  the New 
Rochelle Armory to honor and 
remember those who died on 9/11, 
2001.  A stirring rendition of the 
Star Spangled Banner was sung 
by New Rochelle resident, David 
Patterson.  
   Jim Killoran, emcee, set the 
tone for the evening by asking for 
prayers for those who died and 
their families.  The Armory site was 
called “holy    ground” and Killoran 
reminded everyone how this 
building had been filled with relief 
supplies for the workers at the 
devastated site of the Twin Towers.  
For six years, he continued, Habitat 
for Humanity has facilitated a 
9/11  building-a-thon.  On 9/11 the 
world changed forever.
   Peter Parente, President of the 
United Veterans Memorial and 
Patriotic Association of New 
Rochelle and organizer of the event 
introduced Father Philip Caruso of 
St. Joseph’s Church who called on 
the Almighty to be merciful to those 
who died.  He singled out our Fire 
Department which “each and every 
day puts their lives on the line for 
us.”  Reflecting on the words of St. 

New Rochelle Remembers 9/11  
By Peggy Godfrey

Paul who tells us love never fails, 
he continued we should rejoice in 
the truth.
   Names of people in the area 
who were lost that day were 
recounted.  Dignitaries attending 
the ceremony included former 
New Rochelle Mayor Tim Idoni, 
Council members Louis Trangucci, 
Albert Tarantino, Richard St. Paul 
and Marianne Sussman as well 
as Fire Commissioner Raymond 
Kiernan and Police Commissioner 
Patrick Carroll.   The Police, 
Fire and special color guards 
of New Rochelle veterans were 
represented.
   Reflecting on the solemnity of the 
day former Commissioner of Veteran 
Affairs, Ron Tocci, contrasted the 
millions listening to the radio when 
the attack on Pearl Harbor occurred 

on December 7, 1941 to the many 
people who watched the horror of  
9/11 in 2001 on their television sets.  
He remembered a poster with the 
President standing next to a flag and 
some firemen.  Someone had put a 
soldier on it and said, ‘We take it 
from here.”   But in 2008 American 
soldiers are still fighting.  The 
military does not start and end wars, 
but takes the brunt of what happens. 
In this country “we put our sons 
in harm’s way for freedom,” and 
freedom is the great gift of America.  
He concluded:  “God bless those 
heroes we commemorate today.
   Police Commissioner Carroll 
and Fire Commissioner Kiernan 
added their comments.  Our police 
and fire departments were among 
the first to respond to help at 
Ground Zero.  Then two boy scouts 
laid a wreath.  Boy scouts of Troop 
11, New Rochelle had been giving 
out flags, candles and programs 
before the ceremony began.  At 
this point members of the Iona 
bagpipe band played Amazing 
Grace and America the Beautiful 
while the audience of about 200 
people sang the words to each.  
   Rabbi Matthew Hoffman gave 
the closing blessing and recounted 
a story about a young person who 
responded to the Jewish tradition 
that no deceased person should 
be unaccompanied until buried 
and sat at Ground Zero for a long 
time.  “Murderers” in his view 
should “be brought to justice,” as 
Protection for our soldiers and 
sailors is needed but “even in the 
darkest moments we stand proud.”  
   After the ceremony Deputy Chief 
Kelly of the New Rochelle Fire 
Department who had been one of 
the first responders said about the 
evening, “I think it was very nice 
and brought everybody together.”
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Ahmadinejad is coming to the U.N. to spread  
his message of “holy hatred” against

The United States, Israel, Women’s Rights, Religious and Other Minorities 

Stand united in the face of nuclear threats 
and human rights abuses.

Rally to Stop Iran. Now!
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza

(Across from the United Nations)

Monday, September 22nd
11:45 am, rain or shine, 2nd Avenue at 47th Street (Subways: 4, 5, 6, or 7 to Grand Central Station)

Sponsored by the National Coalition to Stop Iran Now 
with the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, Jewish Community Relations Council of New York,  

United Jewish Communities, UJA-Federation of New York, Jewish Council for Public Affairs

 For more information contact: info@conferenceofpresidents.org or 212-318-6111 
info@jcrcny.org or 212-983-4800  x161

Iran’s President Ahmadinejad is coming to the U.N. 

“The big powers  
are going down…  
a world without  
America and Israel  
is both possible  
and feasible”

 — Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of Iran

NEW YORK, NY -- In response to 
a growing interest in partnerships 
and exchanges on both sides of the 
Atlantic, the New Rochelle Sister 
City Initiative is actively seeking 
new members and will hold an Open 
House on Monday, September 22 at 
7:30 in City Hall Annex, Room B-1. 
Entry is at 90 Beaufort Place.
   Re-energized in 2006, the Sister 
City Initiative seeks to encourage 
exchanges in the cultural, 
educational, youth, business and 
athletics areas, and building links 
between New Rochelle institutions 
and those in La Rochelle, France, 
home of our founding Huguenot 
families. Over the past two years, 
the Sister City Initiative has hosted 
and supported a variety of activities, 
including summer musical 
events, an art show, Bastille Day 

Sister City Initiative 
Seeks New Volunteers

September 22 Open House
ceremonies, and the La Rochelle 
Mayor’s Cup race at Huguenot 
Yacht Club. In June, the Initiative 
hosted and entertained La Rochelle 
Mayor Maxime Bono, whose visit 
marked the first by a La Rochelle 
mayor in two decades.
   Initiative Convener Peter Korn 
said, “Keeping history alive and 
building international friendship 
is the job the Mayor and City 
Council gave us. The Initiative 
has many opportunities and we’re 
only limited by our volunteer 
numbers. We welcome interested 
persons to the Open House to learn 
more or to express an interest in 
involvement.”
  
 For more information on the Sister 

City Initiative, contact Convener 
Peter Korn at 914-235-1979.

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Verizon 
employees from the Valhalla and 
White Plains locations donated 
more than $1,400 worth of back 
to school supplies to the Grimes 
Elementary School of Mount 
Vernon as part of the company’s 
Tools for Schools campaign. The 
local offices were two of 372 
Verizon locations throughout the 
country that took part in the two-
week campaign to collect new 
pens and pencils, rulers, crayons, 
backpacks, and other items children 
need to start the school year. 
   Donations to Grimes included 
folders, spiral notebooks, paper, 
loose leaf notebooks, glue and glue 
sticks, calculators, packs of erasers, 
scissors, pencils, pens, markers, 
crayons and colored pencils, pencil 
sharpeners and many other items. 

Verizon Donates School Supplies to Grimes 
Elementary School 

More than $1,400 Worth of School Supplies Donated to Elementary School

   “This donation makes a big 
difference,” said Principal Frances 
Lightsy. “We are so grateful. 
Verizon has become part of our 
family.”
   Verizon employee and Mount 
Vernon resident Eva B. Tyler 
spearheaded the Grimes/Verizon 
connection.
   The Verizon employees participated 
in a Junior Achievement program at 
the school earlier this year and also 
sponsored a clothing drive in April. 
The school supplies are part of a 
larger initiative for the company. 
   Supporting education and literacy 
has long been a primary social 
cause for Verizon,? said John 
Butler, Director of External Affairs. 
Whether it’s by providing interactive 
educational tools on Verizon’s 
Thinkfinity.org Website, or pencils 

and crayons for the classroom, 
Verizon will continue to support 
efforts to give parents, students and 
teachers the tools needed to help all 
children succeed. 
   Thinkfinity.org is the Verizon 
Foundation’s comprehensive 

program and online portal to 55,000 
standards-based, grade-specific, 
K-12 lesson plans and other 
educational resources provided 
in partnership with many of the 
nation’s leading educational and 
literacy organizations.

NEW YORK, NY -- Michael 
J. Garcia (pictured), the United 
States Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, and Mark 
J. Mershon, Assistant Director-in-
Charge of the New York Office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(“FBI”), announced the filing 
(Download Tranquillo.Superseder.
pdf ) yesterday of a Superseding 
Indictment charging 
Albert Tranquillo 
III with bribing 
the Supervisor of 
the Mount Vernon 
Department of 
Public Works 
to allow a 
carting company 
Tranquillo and a 
relative operated 
to overbill the City 
of Mount Vernon 
for the removal of 
waste from Mount 
Vernon city property. Mount Vernon 
is alleged to have lost at least $1.25 
million through the scheme.
   Tranquillo and another individual 
were originally indicted in 
March of this year on mail fraud 
and conspiracy charges. James 
Castaldo, the former Supervisor of 
the Mount Vernon Department of 
Public Works (“DPW”), pled guilty 
in July to conspiracy to commit 
mail fraud and accepting bribes 
from Tranquillo and a relative. He 
is scheduled to be sentenced on 
October 23, 2008.
According to the Superseding 
Indictment:
   A & D Carting obtained a contract 
with the City of Mount Vernon in 
approximately November 2001 to 
remove construction debris and 

A & D Carting Faces 
Federal Charges of 

Bribing Mount Vernon 
Official

tree waste from a City storage yard 
at a rate of $397 per 30-cubic-yard 
container. The contract required A 
& D Carting’s invoices to the City 
to be accompanied by a “ticket” for 
each 30-yard container removed. 
The tickets were supposed to be 
signed by a Mount Vernon employee 
at the yard at the time each container 
was carted away. However, 
from 2002 through March 2006, 

Tranquillo caused 
A & D carting to 
submit tickets and 
invoices claiming 
that far more waste 
had been removed 
than was actually 
the case. The 
scheme succeeded 
because Tranquillo 
and his relative 
made payments to 
the Supervisor of 
the Mount Vernon

   Department of Public Works, a 
position held by James Castaldo 
until he retired in 2005. (In his 
own guilty plea, Castaldo admitted 
to participating in the scheme to 
defraud the City of Mount Vernon 
and to receiving bribes from 
Tranquillo.) The scheme resulted in 
more than $1.25 million in losses to 
the City of Mount Vernon.
   Mr. Garcia praised the investigative 
work of the FBI and stated that the 
investigation is ongoing. Assistant 
United States Attorney Arlo 
Devlin-Brown is in charge of the 
prosecution.
   The charges contained in the 
Superseding Indictment are merely 
accusations, and the defendant is 
presumed innocent unless and until 
proven guilty.

Dear EarthTalk: How can I 
measure—and then improve—my 
overall “carbon footprint?” What 
are the major areas of one’s daily 
life that one measures?  -- Andy 

Fusco, Passaic, NJ 

   With global warming dominating 
so many headlines today, it’s no 
surprise that many of us are looking 
to reduce the amount of carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gases 
our activities produce. 
By assessing how much pollution 
each of your individual actions 
generates—be it setting your 
thermostat, shopping for groceries, 
commuting to work or flying 
somewhere for vacation—you 
can begin to see how changing 
a few habits here and there can 
significantly reduce your overall 
carbon footprint. Luckily for those 
of us who want to see how we 
measure up, there are a number 
of free online carbon footprint 
calculators to help figure out just 
where to start changing. 
   One of the best is the University 
of California at Berkeley’s Cool 
Climate Calculator. The free web-
based tool takes into account daily 
driving mileage and grocery and 
electricity expenses, among other 
factors, to assign a carbon score, 
which users can compare to similar 
households across the 28 largest 
urban areas in the U.S. Some of 
the results are surprising. For 
example, residents of eco-aware 
San Francisco tend to have bigger 
carbon footprints than those in more 
conservative Tampa, Florida. The 
reason: San Francisco has a higher 
cost of living and colder, wetter 
winters (requiring more fossil-fuel 
derived heat). 
   Another great carbon footprint 
calculator is available at EarthLab.
com, an online “climate crisis 
community” that has partnered 
with Al Gore’s Alliance for Climate 

“How big is your footprint? A number of web-based resources can help 
you assess the environmental impact of your personal activities and 

lifestyle and help you make improvements that will positively impact the 
planet.” Photo courtesy of Getty Images.

EarthTalk™  
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

Protection and other high-profile 
groups, companies and celebrities 
to spread the word that individual 
actions can make a difference in the 
fight against global warming. Users 
just take a three-minute survey and 
get back a carbon footprint score, 
which they can save and update as 
they work to reduce their impact. 
The site provides some 150 lifestyle 
change suggestions that will cut 
carbon emissions—from hanging 
your clothes to dry to sending 
postcards instead of letters to taking 
the bike instead of the car to work a 
few days a week. 
   “Our calculator is an important 
first step in educating people about 
where they are, then raising their 
awareness about what they can 
do to make easy, simple changes 
that will lower their score and 
positively impact the planet,” says 
Anna Rising, EarthLab’s executive 
director. “Our goal isn’t about 
convincing you to buy a hybrid 
or retrofit your house with solar 
panels; our goal is to introduce you 
to easy, simple ways that you as an 
individual can reduce your carbon 
footprint.” 
   Other websites, green groups 
and corporations, including 
C a r b o n F o o t p r i n t . c o m , 
CarbonCounter.org, Conservation 
International, The Nature 
Conservancy and British Oil Giant 
BP, among others, also offer carbon 
calculators on their websites. And 
CarbonFund.org even allows you to 
assess your carbon footprint—and 
then offers you the ability to offset 
such emissions by investing in clean 
energy initiatives. 

Contacts: Cool Climate 
Calculator, 
www.berkeley.edu/calculator.html; 
EarthLab, 
w w w . e a r t h l a b . c o m ; 
C a r b o n F o o t p r i n t . c o m , 
w w w. c a r b o n f o o t p r i n t . c o m ; 

CarbonCounter.org, 
w w w . c a r b o n c o u n t e r . o r g ; 
Conservation International, 
www.conservation.org; 
The Nature Conservancy, 
www.nature.org; 
BP, 

www.bp.com. 

   

Got an environmental question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 

Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; 

submit it at:
 www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/

thisweek/, 
or e-mail: 

earthtalk@emagazine.com. 

http://Thinkinfinity.org
http://www.thinkfinity.org/press.aspx
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/Tranquillo.Superseder.pdf
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/files/Tranquillo.Superseder.pdf
http://www.berkeley.edu/calculator.html
http://www.earthlab.com
http://www.carbonfootprint.com
http://www.carboncounter.org
http://www.conservation.org
http://www.nature.org
http://www.bp.com
http://www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/
http://www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
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 515 BROADWAY    DOBBS FERRY 10522 

  Holocaust    Remembrance    Program: 

SAVING   A   LIFE: 70 Years Later 

 

NOVEMBER 9  – NOVEMBER 14, 2008  between 9:30 -11:30  A.M.  

  

With cooperation of Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center Speakers Bureau, 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center and Rabbi Barry Kenter,  

the following survivors will speak to student groups and the community-at-large. 

(* =recommended for high school) 

 

! NOV 9 - SYLVIE LEDNICER born in Belgium, hidden by a Catholic family, 

returned to her grandmother after the war and came to the U.S. 

! NOV 12 - BETTINA GRAF born in Austria, experienced Kristallnacht in 1938,    

the “blitz” in London, and a torpedoed ship to the U.S. 

! NOV 13 - BETTY KNOOP * deported from Holland to Bergen-Belsen via the Dutch 

transit camp Westerbork (same camp as Anne Frank); established a new life after 

liberation by Soviets. 

! NOV 14 – ED LESSING * hid with his whole family 1942-45; joined resistance 

NOV 10 at 7:30 PM Interfaith Kristallnacht Remembrance Program, co-sponsored by 

Woodlands, featuring HELGA LUDEN, a German-born survivor who was hidden as a child 

in a convent in France.  She came to the U.S. from the Dominican Republic in 1946 and 

has been honored as a Woman of Valor. 

 

Admission is free, but reservat ions for groups are required by 

NOV. 3rd.         

           Plan for a two hour visit to include exhibit and speakers.   

Contact HELENE ALALOUF at 917-941-7577 or 
HAlalouf@aol.com 

BROOKLYN, NY -- Today The New 
York Times reports that developer 
Bruce Ratner’s stated Atlantic Yards 
groundbreaking date is a fantasy 
given numerous financial and 
legal obstacles. Despite the rather 
misleading headline, the Atlantic 
Yards deal is coming undone.  
   Three key issues are 
spread throughout the article.  
   The first is that the $400 million 
naming rights deal with Barclays 
Bank has a contract that requires 
“Forest City to close on the land 
and the financing by the end of 
November.” As DDDB spokesman 
Daniel Goldstein states in the article, 
it is impossible for Forest City to 
close by that date. (Amongst other 
major financing and legal problems 
for Ratner, there is an eminent 
domain legal challenge in NY State 
Court that won’t even be argued 
until 2009, a pending legal appeal on 
DDDB’s challenge to the project’s 
environmental review. Neither of 
these cases will allow Ratner to 
own the land he wants to take from 
private owners and renters, or the 
MTA land or finalize his financing 
“by the end of November.”)  
   It is confirmed that Ratner is 
actively seeking $100 million 
more in taxpayer subsidies. This 
is going to be unacceptable to 
nearly all local elected officials. 
   Congressman Kucinich’s 
probe into IRS tax exempt bond 
regulations (a Congressional 
hearing on “Gaming the Tax Code: 

The Atlantic Yards Deal Is Coming Undone
Public Subsidies, Private Profits, 
and Big League Sports in New 
York” is scheduled for September 
18th) is breathing down Ratner’s 
neck and jeopardizing his ability 
to gain those tax-exempt bonds.  
   The Atlantic Yards project is 
hanging by a thread, yet Ratner 
continues to demolish a whole 
section of Prospect Heights and 
spend taxpayer dollars on project-
specific infrastructure work. It’s 
time for that to stop. It’s time to 
move forward with a new, feasible 
and superior vision to develop 
the rail yards -- The UNITY Plan. 
   More from the Atlantic Yards 
Report: “Times: Barclays 
naming deal has November 
deadline; FCR seeks $100M in 
subsidies” and from NoLandGrab. 
   The New York Times article 
follows below, in full, with 
emphasis added (the article is 
on page B3 in the print edition): 
   Brooklyn Arena Builder 
Plans to Break Ground 
in December After Delay 
By Charles V. Bagli 
   The developer Bruce C. Ratner has 
told state and city officials that he 
plans to break ground in December 
on his long-delayed $4 billion 
Atlantic Yards project in Brooklyn, 
which will feature thousands 
of apartments and offices in 16 
towers built around a glamorous 
basketball arena for the Nets. 
   But it is unclear whether Mr. 
Ratner will be able to meet his own 

deadline to start one of the most 
ambitious projects in Brooklyn 
in decades, given the softening 
economy, the 
crisis in the debt 
markets, rising 
costs and a 
persistent group 
of opponents 
who have filed 
one lawsuit 
after another. 
   The developer 
has been 
rushing to have 
a November 
closing on his 
deal with state 
officials and the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Transportation Authority, which 
owns a section of the 22 acres 
he plans to use for the project. 
   Mr. Ratner, who is the chairman 
of Forest City Ratner; his bankers 
at Goldman Sachs; and David 
Stern, commissioner of the 
National Basketball Association, 
also met last week with bond-rating 
agencies to discuss the proposed 
financing for the $950 million 
arena, which was designed by 
Frank Gehry. (Forest City Ratner 
was the development partner for 
the new Manhattan headquarters of 
The New York Times Company.) 
   But that financing plan for the 
arena, known as Barclays Center, 
is dependent on a favorable ruling 
by the Treasury Department in the 

coming weeks that would allow 
Mr. Ratner to use tax-exempt 
bonds and a final victory over court 

challenges. If he 
is barred from 
using tax-exempt 
bonds, his costs 
will increase 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
for what 
would already 
be the most 
expensive arena 
in the world. 
   Either way, 
bankers and real 
estate executives 
say it will be 
difficult to sell 
bonds for an 

arena at a time when New York’s 
real estate boom has quieted and 
investors and lenders are wary of 
backing large-scale projects.
   Indeed, Mr. Ratner has asked 
government officials recently for as 
much as $100 million in additional 
cash for the project, citing rising 
costs and problems in the bond 
markets, according to two officials 
who would speak only on the 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to discuss 
the negotiations. The city and 
the state have already agreed to 
provide $300 million in subsidies 
and tens of millions in tax breaks. 
   Still, in a conference call with 
stock analysts on Tuesday, Charles 
Ratner, the chief executive of Mr. 

Ratner’s parent company, Forest 
City Enterprises, said that Atlantic 
Yards was the biggest project in 
their development pipeline and that 
he was confident that “we can make 
it happen” by the end of the year. 
    Joseph DePlasco, a spokesman 
for Bruce Ratner, said his company 
had drawn up documents for a tax-
exempt bond offering that would 
enable them to move quickly after 
the Treasury Department issued its 
ruling. But, he said, Forest City 
and Goldman Sachs were also 
confident that they could obtain 
taxable financing, if needed. 
   “While it is a tough market, 
we have secured more than $1.5 
billion in construction loans this 
year so far,” Mr. DePlasco said. 
“And this is the most exciting 
project in the country and the 
most exciting arena in the world.” 
   One reason Mr. Ratner may be 
forging ahead is his deal with 
Barclays Bank, which officials say 
provides him with $20 million a 
year for naming the arena after it. 
The naming rights contract requires 
Forest City to close on the land and 
the financing by the end of November. 
   Mr. DePlasco declined 
to discuss the company’s 
arrangement with Barclays. 
   But opponents, who object to 
the size of the project, its impact 
on the surrounding neighborhood 
and the use of eminent domain 
by the state, said that Mr. Ratner 
would fall short of his goal. 

   “There’s no way they’ll get 
control of the land they need, get 
the financing, end the litigation and 
break ground by December,” said 
Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman for 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, 
the project’s primary opponent. 
Andrew DeSouza, a spokesman for 
the Treasury Department, declined 
to comment on whether a decision 
concerning tax-exempt financing 
for stadiums and arenas was 
imminent. The Internal Revenue 
Service issued proposed regulations 
in 2006 that would make it 
more difficult, if not impossible, 
for tax-exempt bonds to be  
used for private sports teams. 
  The Treasury Department has been 
soliciting comments ever since. Both 
the city and the state have lobbied on 
behalf of the Atlantic Yards project, 
as well as for the Yankees and the 
Mets, which are already building 
stadiums with tax-exempt bonds. 
   It is unlikely that Mr. Ratner 
will be able to get more cash from 
the city or the state, but he is also 
negotiating for tax subsidies to 
ensure that at least 30 percent of the 
6,000 apartments in the complex 
would be affordable for low- 
and moderate-income families. 
Talks are also continuing with 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority.

Heights reflects our ongoing review 
of client service requirements, 
our business growth 
strategy, and our 
operational needs. It 
is also consistent with 
GlobeOp’s strategy of 
balancing future growth 
with strong profitability.
   “GlobeOp’s 
technology platform 
today represents more 
than 500 man-years 
of development. As we continue 
to grow the business, we will 
need to expand both technology 
infrastructure and related data 
services. The Yorktown Heights 
facility will better enable us to 
strategically plan and physically 
accommodate future product and 
service innovations.” 
   Vernon Barback, GlobeOp 
president and chief operating officer, 
added that the Yorktown Heights 
facility also supports the company’s 
goals of retaining its highly skilled 
professional workforce and of being 
an employer of choice in the areas 
in which it operates.  
   “Recent expansion of our 
technology infrastructure and 

business recovery systems in 
Harrison has reduced office space 

for the approximately 
175 client service 
and IT development 
professionals based 
there. The Yorktown 
Heights facility will 
enable us to relocate a 
portion of our Harrison 
employees in 2009 
and provide greater 
flexibility in future 

recruitment.”
   GlobeOp® Financial Services 
(LSE:GO.) is a leading, independent 
financial technology specialist. 
Established in 2000, GlobeOp today 
serves approximately 160 clients 
worldwide, representing $104 
billion in assets under administration 
(AuA). With headquarters in London 
and New York, GlobeOp employs 
approximately 1,800 people on 
three continents; offices are also 
located in Dublin, Ireland; George 
Town, Cayman Islands; Harrison, 
NY and Hartford, CT, U.S.A.; and 
Mumbai (Bombay), India. 
   

Further information:
 www.globeop.com.

GlobeOp to Establish 
Operations in 

Yorktown Heights

Fordham Westchester Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Spano, Walsh, Tognino, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
Dean of Summer Session and Executive Director of Academic Programs 

for Fordham Westchester Ron Jacobson, McShane, Ryan. 

Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano, Harrison Supervisor and 
Mayor Joan Walsh, Fordham University Board of Trustees Chairman 
John N. Tognino, Fordham University Vice Presdent for Mission and 
Ministry Patrick Ryan, S.J., Fordham University President Joseph M. 

McShane, S.J. 

CHICAGO, IL -- “The Rabbit 
and Mr. Rosa” and “The Car 
Who Dreamed of Flying Over Mt. 
Fuji,” two animated films made by 
students at Jefferson Elementary 
School last spring, were accepted 
and will be screened at the Annual 
Chicago International Children’s 
Film Festival (CICFF) between 

Jefferson Elementary School Student Film to be 
Screened at Chicago Festival

Oct. 23 and November 2. 
   The animated shorts were selected 
from among the more than 600 
entries from around the world. 
The CICFF is North America’s 
largest and most celebrated film 
festival devoted to films for and by 
kids, and it’s the only Academy-
qualifying children’s film festival 

in the world. 
   The festival winners in the short 
film category will be eligible to go 
on to compete for Oscars.  Jefferson 
school teamed with the Jacob Burns 
Film Center’s education initiative 
“Animation: Minds in Motion!” 
Students spent twelve two-hour 
sessions experimenting with early 

animation tools, and collaborated 
in teams to create these original 
films. The Jacob Burns Film Center 
sponsored a “Red Carpet World 
Premier” showing the collection 
of animated shorts in June at the 
conclusion of the project. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- New 
Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson 
(pictured right) joined Board of 
Education member MaryJane 
Reddington, Assemblyman George 
Latimer, City Historian Barbara 
Davis, Jefferson Principal Cynthia 
Slotkin and Superintendent of 
Schools Richard Organisciak 
at Jefferson Elementary School 
on Friday, September 12 for the 
installation ceremony of the City’s 
Heritage Plaque at the school. The 
City of New Rochelle selected 
Jefferson Elementary School among 
the first of six sites in the City 
selected this year for recognition 

Jefferson School Displays City’s 
Heritage Plaque

of their significant 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
features and 
history.
   Jefferson 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School, the second 
on the site on 
Weyman Avenue, 
was constructed 
in 1932, and 
is noted for its 
distinctive Art 
Deco design incorporated by the 
architectural firm Starrett and Van 
Vleck.  Ernest Alan Van Vleck also 
designed several major department 

stores in Manhattan, including Lord 
& Taylor’s, Saks Fifth Avenue, 
Bloomingdale’s and the Brooklyn 
store of Abraham and Straus.

http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrHbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrPbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrPbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrQbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrIbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrIbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrJbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrJbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrJbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrJbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrJbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrKbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrKbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrKbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrRbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrRbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrRbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrRbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrMbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrNbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrNbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://developdontdestroybrooklyn.c.topica.com/maamdzkabKkrNbQ0FEScaehpHo/
http://www.globeop.com
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- On 
September 10, two first graders 
at the Trinity Elementary School 
had the honor to officially open 
a brand new playground as PTA 
President Gloria Viscome (left), 
Board of Education members 
Chrisanne Petrone and David 
Lacher (center), Superintendent of 
Schools Richard Organisciak, and 
Trinity Principal Richard McMahon 
welcomed eager students onto the 
new equipment.  Students in first 
grade enthusiastically explored 
the updated playground located 
adjacent to the school, which is 
equipped with bright and creative 
activity units. 

New Playground Opened at Trinity 
Elementary School

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- After 
school on September 11, teachers 
and staff at the Barnard Early 
Childhood Center gathered on 
the new patio surrounding Amy’s 
Greenhouse to reflect on the tragic 
events seven years ago, and to 
recognize positive changes since 
then. One outcome is the creation 
of Amy’s Greenhouse and patio, an 
out-of-doors educational space in 
memory of the late Amy Doherty, 
daughter of former Barnard teacher 
Geraldine Davie.  Among those 
who spoke to gathered Barnard 
employees was Superintendent 
of Schools Richard Organisciak 
(center), Barnard Principal Patricia 
Lambert (left), and Millie Radonjic 
(right) who coordinated the 
event as well activities in Amy’s 
Greenhouse. Also speaking was 

New Rochelle Schools  
Hold 9-11 Observances

Assistant Principal Lori Pisani, 
Director of Student Retention at 
Iona College Brother Kevin Devlin, 
School Nurse Anna Summa, 
who composed an original poem, 
and two guests who were high 
school friends of Amy Doherty.  
A web site about the ongoing 
projects at Amy’s Greenhouse, 
www.amysgreenhouse.com, was 
launched on September 11, 2008, 
where information is posted about 
greenhouse facility, activities, about 
Amy Doherty.
   Public schools throughout New 
Rochelle observed moments 
of silence during the morning. 
Immediately following the 
observance, teachers at Albert 
Leonard and Isaac Young Middle 
Schools and New Rochelle High 
School used the time for discussions. 

During School announcements 
at 8:46 a.m., Trinity Elementary 
School Principal Richard McMahon 
incorporated elements of the 
Proclamation by the President of 
the United States.  Red, white and 
blue were the colors of choice worn 
by students and staff at Isaac Young 
Middle School.
   Students at Columbus Elementary 
School began creating Pinwheels 
for Peace which will be displayed en 
mass during Peace Day observances 
on September 22. Included with 
announcements at Columbus school 
was the following quote of the 
Trappist Monk, Thomas Merton, 
“... We find darkness and light, 
suffering and joy, sacrifice and love 
united together so closely that they 
seem at times to be identified.”

increases the risks for lenders. And 
Freddie Mac saw enough problems 
with it to say: “We will not purchase 
New York mortgages with note 
dates on or after September 1, 2008 
that fall within the law’s definition 
of ‘subprime home loans.’”
The Challenge
   As of this writing, on September 7, 
2008, there has been no information 
from Fannie on this issue. But 
given the liquidity crisis faced 
by both institutions (Fannie and 
Freddie) that together either own 
or guarantee a little more that half 
of the nation’s mortgage debt ($5.2 
trillion), the stage is set for the other 
shoe to drop. What raises the stakes 
here is that a significant percent of 
the other mortgage guarantors, the 
investment banks, is beleaguered. 
Bears Stearns was bailed out, with 
government backing, in March. 
Merrill Lynch, in late July, wrote 
down their mortgage debt to 22 
cents on the dollar, and if Lehman 
Brothers can’t find a suitor they may 
become the Treasury’s example of a 
bank that’s ‘not too big to fail.’”
   Moreover, unless J. P. Morgan or 
some other investment institution is 
willing to step up to buy subprime 
mortgages from commercial banks 
in New York, there will be no 
incentive for those commercial 
banks to participate in that market. 
The unfortunate result will be a new 
category of would-be homeowners: 
‘unlendables.’” 
Local Impact
   Even if Fannie does not follow 
in Freddie’s footsteps, those who 
need help the most will be hurt. 
For starters, New York’s home 
ownership rate, at 56 percent, 

Unlendables?
is below the national average 
of 67 percent, according 2006 
U.S. Census Bureau data. The 
breakdown, especially the gaps 
between ownership, by ethnicity is 
surprising: Whites (non-Hispanic) 
lead at 68 percent, followed by 
Asian at 46 percent, Blacks at 
33 percent, and Hispanics at 24 
percent. Secondly, while it is not 
clear that there is empirical data 
to link subprime mortgages to any 
group, what is clear is that home 
ownership rates will slow or fall 
for the ethnic groups that have 
struggled to maintain parity with 
the leaders.        The neighborhoods 
affected will be pockets of urban 
communities in wealthy suburban 
counties. In Westchester, for 
example, those urban communities 
exist in Peekskill, Yonkers, White 
Plains, New Rochelle and Mount 
Vernon, to name a few.
The Solution
   This shakeout feeds into an 
already difficult housing market 
- the root of today’s economic 
malaise. Created by Congress 
with the sole purpose of keeping 
money flowing to mortgage lenders 
- commercial banks -- in support 
of homeownership, Freddie Mac’s 
decision to bypass New York is not 
aligned with its mandate, which 
includes some public responsibility. 
Its unique hybrid status (also shared 
with Fannie) of benefiting from 
government backing yet being 
publicly traded (attempting to serve 
two masters) has been the source of 
conflict for some time. The steady 
erosion of equity and resulting 
shareholder anxiety reflect the 
market’s dissatisfaction with such 

an arrangement and with these 
GSEs’ inability to raise sufficient 
capital. Ultimately, the takeover 
announced on Sunday September 7, 
2008, was inevitable.
   In this latest U.S. government 
bailout, leaders like Treasury 
Secretary Hank Paulson ought to 
acknowledge that the demise of 
these institutions was linked to the 
conflict inherent in their missions: 
To ‘prop up’ America’s mortgage 
market on one hand, and to increase 
shareholder value in the other. The 
takeover appears to wipe out the 
majority of investors’ holdings; 
i.e., years of mutual funds and 
pension funds investments and 
the like. The good news is that 
it will also wipe out layers of top 
management. That shake up will 
be well deserved. A different tune 
to this song is what Wall Street has 
been long awaiting. Whether these 
GSEs are consolidated or broken 
up, with regional focus, remains to 
be seen. I am convinced, in time, 
the new management will not only 
reverse Freddie’s decision but will 
introduce policy prescriptions that 
will ease the flow and affordability 
of mortgages; and will put credit-
qualified New Yorkers and others in 
similar positions, in the “lendable” 
category once again. If Paulson and 
his team get it right, that just may 
be the way out of the economic 
slump.

   Derickson K. Lawrence is the 
CEO of MarketView Resources 

Inc., a private label banking 
company in Mount Vernon. Reach 

him at info@marketvw.com.

commissioned to draw up plans 
for the rehabilitation of both the 
Girl Scout Cabin property, per the 
cabin committee recommendation, 
as well as Sagamore Park. We 
anticipate improving these two 
open spaces this Fall as well as 
some refurbishment of Bicentennial 
Park.
   We also recently received our 
macro flood mitigation study report 
commissioned jointly by the School 
and the Village. We plan to meet 
with school officials and the experts 
to review the recommendations in 
the coming weeks. On a more micro 
flooding level, we meet this week 
with the County representatives to 
review our grant applications for 
mitigation monies for individual 
neighborhoods including Garden 
Avenue and Paxton Avenue 
areas. Because the area near the 
intersection of Meadow Avenue 
and Garden Avenue floods much 
too frequently, we have contracted 
to videotape the pipes from the 
tennis courts to the Bronx River to 
see if we can locate any cracks or 
possible obstructions.
   In our continued quest to improve 
the service at and condition of our 

post office, I am meeting with the 
Postal Services? Regional Director 
and members of Congresswoman 
Loweys staff on September 
10th to see if we can press for 
improvements. It has come to our 
attention that a small sample of 
Villagers have recently received a 
survey assessing the quality of the 
post office. We have made copies 
of the survey and they are available 
at Village Hall. I urge you to help 
us present our case by filling out a 
survey so we can bundle the results 
and present them to the postal 
authorities.
   In an effort to encourage our 
students to walk to school, the 
Village is adding marked crosswalks 
near the intersection of Masterton 
Road and Pondfield Road to provide 
a safe and designated walking route 
to school.
   In our continuing efforts to be 
green, the Village is participating 
with the Town in an E-waste day 
on Saturday, September 20th 
from 9AM to 3PM at the Anne 
Hutchinson Elementary School on 
Mill Road. Items accepted include 
TVs, all computer equipment, 
air conditioners, faxes, phones, 

washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
lamps, small appliances and alkaline 
batteries. I am also proud to report 
that the Village’s recycling tonnage 
has increased by 44% over the past 
two years.
   To maintain tax equity going 
forward, the Trustees are 
contemplating mechanics of a 
revaluation cycle going forward. 
We are in the early stages of 
discussion but we are looking at an 
approach that ties any reassessment 
to the acceptable ratio of dispersion 
or inequity as opposed to the 
method of revaluing after a fixed 
amount of years regardless of the 
equity of the roll. We will discuss 
this at length both at our October 
Trustees Meeting and in subsequent 
newspaper columns. 
   Negotiations continue with our 
police union and the Teamsters 
representing our Public Works 
employees and we hope to reach 
fair and responsible agreements 
expeditiously.
School construction is progressing 
on schedule which will allow us to 
reopen Palumbo Place to traffic in 
mid-Fall.

Mayor’s Column
From Page 1

WASHINGTON, DC -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Westchester/Rockland) today 
announced that the Yonkers 
Fire Department will receive a 
$177,000 federal grant to purchase 
an emergency vehicle driving 
simulator.
    “It is vital for local fire departments 
to have the equipment they need to 
protect themselves as they work to 
keep us safe,” said Lowey.  “This 
grant will benefit all residents of 
Yonkers who can have confidence 
that their first responders will be 
well-trained to respond quickly and 
safely to emergencies.  I am pleased 

Lowey and Engel Announce $177,000 Grant for 
Yonkers Fire Department

that the Department of Homeland 
Security has recognized and is 
addressing this need.”
   Rep. Engel said, “Firefighters 
are often the very first responders 
and they must have the equipment 
necessary to deal with any 
emergency situations. This money 
will help to keep the residents of 
Yonkers safe and secure.”
   The Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant (AFG) program which is 
administered by the Department 
of Homeland Security Office of 
Grants and Training in coordination 
with the U.S. Fire Administration, 
awards grants directly to fire 

departments and EMS agencies.  
Funds may be used to increase 
the effectiveness of firefighting 
operations, firefighter health 
and safety programs, emergency 
medical service programs, fire 
prevention and safety programs, and 
to purchase new fire equipment. 
   “We look forward to the grant, 
and Congresswoman Lowey is 
always helpful to the Department,” 
said Yonkers Fire Chief William 
Fitzpatrick.  “The grant will be used 
to purchase an emergency vehicle 
driving simulator, which helps 
train the firefighters to use the fire 
engines and emergency vehicles.”

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (NY-
18) announced federal grants for 
the Village of Rye Brook and the 
Village of Sleepy Hollow that will 
help local law enforcement agencies 
install security equipment and 
software to keep students, teachers, 
and staff safe and secure.
   “I am thrilled that schools in 
Rye Brook and Sleepy Hollow 
will be safer and more secure as 

Lowey Announces Grants for Rye Brook and 
Sleepy Hollow

a result of these federal grants to 
local police departments,” said 
Lowey.  “Students and parents 
deserve to be certain that schools 
are a safe place to learn and grow.  
This federal funding will help local 
police departments keep students, 
teachers, and staff safe.” 
   The Rye Brook Police Department 
will receive $4,105 and the Sleepy 
Hollow Police Department 
will receive $100,125 to install 

security cameras, software, and 
other equipment.  The grants were 
awarded under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) Secure 
Our Schools program, which is 
intended to support efforts to 
improve security at schools. Rye 
Brook and Sleepy Hollow were 
two of 143 local law enforcement 
agencies in 34 states receiving 
grants totaling $14.4 million.  

http://www.amysgreenhouse.com/
mailto:info@marketvw.com
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MOUNT VERNON, NY -- In 
partnership with the Alzheimer’s 
Association of Westchester 
County, The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community will host a presentation 
by experienced eldercare 
professionals who will talk about 
the challenges faced by caregivers 
and ways to overcome them. In 
addition, attendees will learn about 
the community resources that 
provide assistance to the elderly 
and how they can be accessed.
   Guest speakers will include Ms. 
Lucia McBee, a social worker 
and author of “Mindfulness Based 
Eldercare.” With over 25 years 
of experience working with the 
elderly and their caregivers, Ms. 
McBee will discuss her pioneering 
approach to eldercare designed to 
improve seniors’ and caregivers’ 
quality of life in the community 
and nursing homes. In addition, 
eldercare specialists from the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Ellen 

The Wartburg Adult 
Care Community to Host 
“Coping with Caregiver 

Stress and Accessing 
Services”

Imbiano, LMHC, and Alice 
Feintuch, LMSW, will discuss ways 
caregivers can manage the physical 
and emotional stress associated 
with eldercare.
   The event takes place on Thursday, 
October 16, from 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
at the Adult Day Center at The 
Wartburg Adult Care Community, 
Wartburg Place, Mount Vernon, 
New York. The event is free and 
open to the public. For information, 
call Margaret Traynor at 914-513-
5255.
   The Wartburg is located near 
Exit 12 of the Hutchinson River 
Parkway, off East Lincoln Avenue at 
the Pelham/Mount Vernon border. 
   The Wartburg Adult Care 
Community is a not-for-profit 
Lutheran ministry, serving people 
of all faiths with a full range of 
residential options and health-
related services for older adults and 
their families. 

Ali Bhutto, it was declared that 
the sect did not abide by Islamic 
Law and would not be considered 
following the dictates of the Koran, 
the Holy Book. The meeting took 
place under executive session and 
the proceedings were then sealed 
for 20 years. 
   Ten years later, in 1984, then 
Prime Minister and General Al 
Haq Zia expanded the tyranny over 
followers of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
sect admonishing them that should 
they utter, or write anything that 
mentions the name or Allah, even 
colloquial greetings,  were subject 
to three years imprisonment with 
no option for bail. The persecution 
of the AMC community continues 
to this day, with the murder of Dr. 
Siddiqui another example of these 
wanton acts of violence against 
a sect that is looked upon with 
jealousy. The sect has thrived 
despite the persecution, nurturing 

a learned populace, successful and 
businesspeople
   Dr. Mannan Siddiqui murder 
cames just days after the thirty-
fourth anniversary of the passage 
of the Second Amendment to 
Pakistan’s Constitution, which 
declares members of the AMC to 
be non-Muslim.  One day prior to 
Dr. Siddiqui’s death, Geo TV, the 
most viewed television channel in 
Pakistan, aired a special program 
celebrating this Amendment 
and inciting religious hatred 
and intolerance toward AMC. 
   Dr. Siddiqui, 48, is survived by 
his wife, son and daughter.  He 
served the AMC in Pakistan 
as the Regional President in 
Mirpurkhas, Sindh.  A selfless 
humanitarian, Dr. Siddiqui often 
provided free medical treatment 
to those who could not afford it. 

American Doctor 
Murdered in Pakistan

From Page 1

Dozen Brass Band were without 
their multi-saxophone player Roger 
Lewis who headed back home to 
the Big Easy as fearful reports of 
hurricane Gustav grew, but that did 
not stop this always fine band ignite 
the stage. The DDBB are headed 
by original members Efrem “ET” 
Towns on vocals and trumpets, 
Kevin Harris on sax and vocals, 
Terrence Higgins on drums, plus 
new-comers Jake Eckert guitar, 
Revert Andrews on trombone and 
vocals, and sousaphone player 
Julius McKee. Judging by all the 
crowd dancing and applause, the 
Dozen seemed to be the crowd’s 
favorite on this Saturday afternoon. 
Next up was Pinetop who 
amazingly is still smoking his More 
cigarettes, and the band delivered 
a leisurely set that was not all that 
memorable. The Godfather of 
British Blues John Mayall looked 
great and played electric piano and 
harp, his Texas guitarist Buddy 
Whittington was definitely on his 
game and a pleasure to listen to, 
and did not disappoint. Speaking of 
Buddy, if you get a chance checkout 
Buddy’s self-titled CD from earlier 
this year, as there are some great 
moments on it, and the recording 
provides a different glimpse of 
what Whittington can do in the 
studio without Mr. Mayall. The 
great Chuck Berry closed the first 
night, and did he ever look sharp! 
I was backstage when he came out 
from his van, and this soon to be 
eighty-two year old just flew by all 
the photographers waiting for his 
arrival, ran up the stairs to hit the 
stage in a flash, amazing! Chuck’s 
set obviously covered all of his 
great hits, and left the crowd with 
lots of smiles on their sun-tanned 
faces. 
   Sunday was another fine day 

weather-wise, and for my ears, 
musically it was the better of the 
two days of performances. The 
happiest surprise for me was seeing 
Joe Louis Walker’s killer set, as Joe 
was way on top of his instrument 
and shined on vocals too. Joe Louis 
Walker delivered arguably my 
favorite performance at the Long 
Beach Blues Fest, he was that good. 
After some physical setbacks, it’s 
sweet to see JLW back on the scene, 
and after seeing his performance, 
I’m looking forward to hearing his 
soon to be released new recording 
“Witness to the Blues” which by 
the time you read this, should be 
available from the good folks in 
Canada at Stony Plain Records. 
Eddie Floyd was next and was by 
far the most natural performer on-
stage and had the crowd (especially 
the ladies) eating out of his hands. 
Eddie’s voice is still as strong as 
ever, and it was great to see him mix 
new selections from his tasty new 
recording ”Eddie Loves You So” on 
Stax Records, with his classic/crowd 
pleasing classics from the 60’s. It’s 
also notable to tell you that Eddie 
utilized the same band that’s on his 
new recording, which included co-
producers Michael Dinallo (guitar) 
and Ducky Carlisle (on bass.)? This 
young band (from the Boston area) 
was extremely tight, and obviously 
knows Eddie’s soul history and 
roots. One last thought about Mr. 
Floyd; he’s just one of the sweetest 
and most giving cats in this business 
that I have ever hung with, as he was 
more than happy to recall fabulous 
stories about his illustrious career, 
and proudly spoke about greats 
like Otis Redding, Wilson Pickett 
and the recently departed Isaac 
Hayes, thank you for sharing with 
me Eddie! Charlie Musselwhite 
followed and it was fun for me to 

The 2008 Long Beach Blues Festival
From Page 1

first-time see guitarist Kirk Fletcher 
in action. Booker T. (sans the MG’s) 
was next to last to perform this day, 
and opened with one of my favorite 
MG’s tune “Melting Pot.” It was 
obvious from the first few notes this 
crack band was going to be special 
as Booker’s band was obviously 
well rehearsed, and raring to go. 
I am not familiar with Booker’s 
band-mates which included; Vernon 
Black (guitar), Curtis Ohlson (bass) 
and Darian Gray (drums,) but this 
unit is definitely well worth-while 
to check out if they come to your 
hometown. I was also informed 
that Booker will soon be releasing 
a new recording, amazingly not on 
the recently revived Stax imprint at 
Concord records, but on the Anti 
record label. I am certainly looking 
forward to hearing what Booker 
has to say musically when that 
becomes available- hopefully very 
soon. Closing the Festival was the 
always entertaining Taj Mahal who 
performed as a trio setting, which 
is not my favorite configuration for 
Taj, but it was a fine set overall.

   So there you have it; the twenty-
ninth 2008 Long Beach Blues 
Festival. I would be very remiss to 
not thank several people who all 
played a major roll in making my 
Labor Day weekend stay in Long 
Beach memorable; Cary Baker and 
Stephanie Kavoulakos of Conqueroo 
who did their very best to meet my 
many requests for interviews and 
then-some! To blueswax Steve 
Sloan and Jen Taylor who asked 
me if I wanted to attend the LBBF, 
which allowed me to hook up with 
my old buddy Bert Woodworth, 
who I have not seen in years. And to 
KKJZs (otherwise known as KJazz) 
morning DJ Bubba Jackson who 
was a hoot to hangout with, and did 
a wonderful job emceeing this first 
class two-day event. 

Here is to the thirtieth Long Beach 
Blues Fest, and until then keep 

checking www.jazzandblues.org I 
hope to see many of you there on 

Labor Day weekend-2009!

Booker T  performing. Photo courtesy Bob Putignano

  Now that Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
is nearing the end of his eight years 
in office, rumor is that he’s decided 
not to leave, although term limit laws 
prevent him from 
running for another 
term next year.  
   “He’s like a guest 
who overstays 
his welcome,” 
grumbled one New 
Yorker. “Sure, he 
did a good job, 
but that doesn’t 
mean we want him 
around forever.” 
His opponents, 
working on a variety of strategies 
to get him out the door, are 
confident of success. One points 
out, “Hey, Giuliani wanted to stay 
longer than eight years, too, but 

Boot in the Bum Planned for New York Mayor
By Gail Farrelly

No, No, He Won’t Go

we got him out. Kick ‘em onto the 
national stage, that’s what I say!” 
   Some think it’s best to stick to ‘Kill 
him with kindness’ strategies. One 

proposal is to have a 
citywide “We love 
you, thank you, 
good-bye Mayor 
Bloomberg,” party 
on Valentine’s 
Day 2009. “He 
wouldn’t have 
the nerve to stick 
around after that,” 
said one planner. 
“Would he?”  
   Others think 

hardball tactics are called for -- like 
changing the locks to City Hall, or 
having a crane come up outside his 
office window, lift him out (chair 
and all), and dump him across the 

river in New Jersey. “As long as we 
get him out of New York City, who 
cares where he goes?” the crane 
operator has commented. “Listen, 
if he wants a ride 
to Washington, 
D. C., no 
problem. We can 
dump His Honor 
there. It’s just 
a few hundred 
miles down 
the turnpike.”  
   Bloomberg 
isn’t worried 
about any of the 
rumors. “I have 
more money 
than God, and 
I’ve fought tougher competitors 
than cranes. I’ve always won,” 
said the embattled mayor. Although 

the mayor insists he’s not leaving 
his NY post, an unnamed source 
reports that Bloomberg has secretly 
been researching the possibility 

of running 
for mayor 
of Wasilia, 
Alaska, since 
opportunity for 
advancement is 
part of that job 
description. 
   The story 
above is a satire 
or parody. It 
is entirely 
fictitious and 
was written for 
The Spoof 

initially appearing online on 
September 9, 2008. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The 
Guidance Center, a New Rochelle-
based non-profit mental health and 

human services agency, announced 
the addition of three members to 
its board of directors. “We are very 
excited to welcome these dynamic 
individuals to our board,” said 
Kathy Hagendorf, president of the 
agency’s board of directors. “They 
each bring experience and expertise 
in areas that will be helpful to us as 
we expand our services to meet the 
needs of our community.” 
   LaThelle Sebastian-Smith, a 
resident of New Rochelle, earned 
her Bachelor of Arts in Spanish 
from the University of Virginia 

(Charlotte, VA), her Masters of 
Science in Secondary Education 
from Mercy College (Dobbs Ferry, 
NY) and is pursing her 
Ed.D. from Columbia 
University (New York, 
NY).  Her dissertation 
is entitled “Principals 
of Successful Urban 
Schools with Poor 
Minority Students.”  
Ms. Sebastian-Smith 
has held positions 
as a teacher and 
administrator in 
Westchester public 
schools as well as a 
charter school in New York City.   
She has provided leadership to Phi 
Delta Kappa and the Mercy College 
Department Education Professional 
Advisory Board. 
   Guillermo Aguilar-Alvares, a 
resident of Scarsdale, is a partner 
at the law firm of Weil, Gotshal 
& Manges (New York, NY).  
He earned his law degree from 
Nacional Autónoma de México 
(UNAM, Mexico City, Mexico).  
Mr. Alvares has lived and worked 
in Mexico City, Paris, Connecticut 
and New York.  He has taught at the 
National University in Mexico City, 

at the University of Michigan (Ann 
Arbor, MI), and at the University 
of Paris (France). He is currently 

a visiting professor at 
the Yale Law School. 
Mr. Alvares has  
served on the Board 
of Special Olympics 
(Mexico) and on the 
Board of Trustees of 
the American School 
in Mexico City.
   Gillbert Torres, 
a resident of South 
Salem, is Vice 
President, Senior 
Relationship Manager 

for Citigroup in the Westchester/
Connecticut market.  He earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Business 
from Fordham University (Bronx, 
NY) and served in the United 
States Army.  Mr. Torres shares 
his business acumen with several 
non-profit agencies including: 
Hispanic Business & Professional 
Association of Westchester; (I 
don’t think he’s on their board any 
more.)American Cancer Society; 
Westchester Business Council; 
Westchester County Association; 
Mental Health Association of 
Westchester and United Way.

New Board Members Appointed to The Guidance Center
The Guidance Center, located at 70 
Grand Street, in New Rochelle, NY 
10801, is a nonprofit mental health 

and human services organization 
serving Westchester County, offers 
programs of prevention, therapy 
and rehabilitation to children, 
adolescents, adults and families. 
Dedicated to helping all members 
of our community overcome 
psychological, social and cultural 
hurdles with professionalism 
and caring, The Guidance Center 
benefits more than 4,000 people 
annually. 

To learn more, call 914-636-4440 
or visit: www.TheGuidanceCenter.

org.

LaThelle 
Sebastian-Smith

Guillermo
Aguilar-Alvares

Gillbert Torres

MAMARONECK, NY -- Dr. 
Elaine Healy, head of the medical 
staff at Sarah Neuman Center for 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation in 
Mamaroneck, NY, the Westchester 
Division of Jewish Home Lifecare, 
has achieved certification by the 
American Medical Directors 
Association. Dr. Healy is one of 
only 2,300 physicians nationwide 
to have attained the organization’s 
Certified Medical Director (CMD) 
status.
   The American Medical Directors 
Association (AMDA) is the 
professional association of medical 
directors and attending physicians 
who practice in nursing homes 
settings.  It was formed in the late 
1970’s following federal legislation 

Sarah Neuman Chief Physician Achieves Certified Medical Director Status
that required all nursing homes to 
have a physician serve as medical 
director and for 
this individual 
to be responsible 
for the medical 
care provided 
in the facility. 
Medical directors 
require skills in 
both clinical and 
m a n a g e m e n t 
realms; the dual 
nature of these 
skills makes 
the position 
of the medical 
director unique in 
medicine. AMDA’s 
certification process requires 

evidence of competence in 
both domains.  Requirements 

include: board 
certification in a 
medical specialty; 
c o m p l e t i o n 
of fellowship 
level training 
or equivalent 
experience in 
geriatric medicine; 
three years of 
clinical practice in 
nursing homes; 3 
years of experience 
as medical director; 
and completion of 
at least 60 hours of 
AMDA’s training 

courses in medical direction. 

   Dr. Healy received her medical 
degree from the State University 
of New York at Buffalo and 
completed her residency training 
at the Westchester Medical Center 
in Valhalla, NY. She is a Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
at New York Medical College 
and is board certified in Internal 
Medicine, Geriatrics, and Hospice 
and Palliative Medicine. She has 
practiced extensively in ambulatory 
and in-patient settings and has been 
active in teaching and program 
development in geriatric medicine 
at local hospitals and medical 
schools. Dr. Healy has been the 
Medical Director at the Sarah 
Neuman Center for eight years.

http://www.jazzandblues.org/
http://www.thespoof.com/news/spoof.cfm?headline=s2i40400
http://www.TheGuidanceCenter.org
http://www.TheGuidanceCenter.org
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Jacob Burns Film Center
364 Manville Road, Pleasantville, NY
Exit 30 Saw Mill Pkwy N/Exit 29 S
Info-Line: 914.747.5555

Tickets available online at www.burnsfilmcenter.org 

For info and group sales call 914.773.7663

Box Office Hours:
4 pm weekdays and 11am weekends 

Jacob Burns Film Center is a 501(c)3  
nonprofit film and education organization 

Special Event         

Blogging, YouTube, email, and Internet viral campaigns have now joined TV commercials as essential influences in the 
process of electing an American president. But what does that mean? Does the proliferation of unfettered media 
represent an expansion of the democratic process—a boon for Everyman participation—or has it created a new Wild 
West where anything goes? Or both? Are we more informed...or more manipulated? Join our panel for a discussion on 
navigating the Brave New World of electioneering, circa 2008. It’s an evening of commercials and Internet clips from the 
Obama/McCain contest interspersed with conversation, speculation, and interpretation as we try to sort it all out. An 
entertaining, provocative guide to this moment in American political history.

 Tickets: $9 (members), $13 (nonmembers)

Presented in collaboration with League of Women Voters of Westchester 
The League of Women Voters®, a nonpartisan grassroots organization, encourages 
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding 
of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and 
advocacy. Membership is open to all citizens of voting age. (www.lwvwestchester.org)

Clips and panel discussion THURS., SEPT. 18 at 8:00 pm

THE NEW “SELLING OF THE PRESIDENT” 2008

PANEL
David Schwartz, chief curator, Museum of the Moving Image, where he curated the exhibit 
The Living Room Candidate: Presidential Campaign Commercials 1952-2004 (www.livingroomcandidate.org)
Allison Fine, author of Rebooting America and CEO of E-Volve Foundation
Micah Sifry, author, activist, and teacher, is the co-founder and executive editor of Personal Democracy Forum, 
which explores the way the new networked world intersects with politics
Steve Apkon, executive director, Jacob Burns Film Center
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DOBBS FERRY, NY -- St. 
Christopher’s, Inc., the residential 
youth services agency, announced a 
management restructuring including 
the promotion of two senior staff 
to new posts in the organization.  
Dr. Catherine Morrison, St. 
Christopher’s Director of Clinical 
Services since 2000, has been named 
Assistant Executive Director of 
Clinical Services.  Cristian Correa, 
Chief of Staff since 2005, has been 
named Assistant Executive Director 
of Program Operations.
    “We are modifying our 
leadership structure and deploying 
key people to be a more efficient, 
more effective, more student-
centered organization,” said Dr. 
Robert Maher, Executive Director 
of St. Christopher’s.  “Cathy and 
Cris are talented and dedicated 
professionals, and they have done 
great work for St. Christopher’s and 
our students.  I’m looking forward 
to their taking on expanded roles in 
our operations and planning.”
   Dr. Morrison, a 20-year 
professional in clinical and human 
services administration, joined 
St. Christopher’s as the Clinical 
Director of its Valhalla residential 
center.  In 2005 she took over the 
post for both Valhalla and Dobbs 
Ferry campuses, overseeing clinical 
services for more than 100 teens. In 
her new position, she will have direct 

St. Christopher’s Announces 
Restructuring 

Promotes Two Key Executives to New Posts

supervision of St. Christopher’s 
clinical services, social services, 
and administrative departments, 
and she will oversee the medical 
department.    Cristian Correa has 
a 15-year career in human services, 
starting as a childcare staff worker 
in group homes.  In his new role 

at St. Christopher’s, Mr. Correa 
will oversee the re-organization 
and staffing of Unit Models (the 
agency’s administrative units for 
providing residential services and 
supervision) at both Valhalla and 
Dobbs Ferry campuses.  He will 
also work with Dr. Morrison on 
short and long-range planning and 
program development.  Prior to 
joining St. Christopher’s, he was 
a program support specialist at the 
New Jersey Department of Human 
Services.  
   Founded in 1881, St. Christopher’s 
is a private, not-for-profit secular 
residential treatment center for 
youth and teens.  St. Christopher’s 
has campuses in Dobbs Ferry and 
Valhalla, N.Y.  Its mission is to 
improve the lives of children and 
their families while showing respect 
and compassion and working to the 
highest professional standards of 
care.  St. Christopher’s residents are 
students in the Greenburgh-North 
Castle School District, one of the 
state’s premiere special act public 
school districts.  
   

St. Christopher’s administrative 
offices are at 71 South Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 (914-693-

3030).  Its Website is
 www.sc1881.com. 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 
-- Are you a senior who needs 
help with home repairs?? Are you 
concerned about your rising energy 
bills? 
   If so, check out the “Home Repair 
and Energy Assistance Directory,” 
a new publication from the 
Westchester County Department 
of Senior Programs and Services 
(DSPS). 
The directory provides information 

New Directory Offers Help with Home 
Repairs, Energy Bills

Assistance is Available to Income-Eligible Seniors?
about money-saving programs 
in both areas for income-eligible 
county residents who are 60 years 
and older. 
   Among the services listed are ones 
for removal or control of lead-based 
paint hazards in homes, repair of 
leaky roofs, building wheelchair 
ramps, fixing walkways, plumbing, 
weatherization, delivery of home-
heating oil and low-interest loans.
   “This directory is a very helpful 

resource, especially with energy 
prices so high,” said County 
Executive Andy Spano. “It presents 
many ways that income-eligible 
seniors can save money.” 
   The directory also lists services 
for residents of specific Westchester 
communities. 
For a copy of the guide call (914) 

813-6300. The guide is also 
available on the DSPS website at 
www.westchestergov.com/seniors.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- As part of 
their ongoing effort to offer Jewish 
women a taste of their heritage, 
“The Jewish Women’s Circle” has 
announced plans for a Challah 
Baking Workshop.   The Woman’s 
Circle is a unique women’s league, 
geared to address issues pertaining 
to local Jewish women.  Our 
programs are educational as well 
as social.  The group is treated to 
an array of workshops and projects, 
adding meaning and excitement to 
the many holidays and rituals.
   The meeting of the Women’s 
Circle will be held on  Wednesday, 
September 17th at 7:30 PM.  The 
event  will be held at Chabad of the 
Rivertowns, 303 Broadway, Dobbs 

Women’s Challah Baking Workshop 
“Loaves of Love – Make One and Share One”

Ferry.  Please call 914 693 6100 or 
visit www.chabadrt.org for more 
information.
   As its title indicates, the evening 
will be dedicated to the tradition and 
mystical aspects of the “Challah” 
bread.  Ideas, as well as recipes, will 
be exchanged.  Every participant 
will have the opportunity to bake 

their own Challah as well as share 
a Challah with others.  Moms 
and daughters alike are invited 
to participate in this exciting 
workshop.
   “Baking Challah is an age old 
tradition practiced by women all the 
way back to the Matriarch Sarah,” 
says Mrs. Hinda Silverman, Director 
of the Jewish Women’s Circle.  “It 
is so beautiful to learn the deeper 
meaning of this custom and connect 
to generations of women.”

   For more information about 
this program, or about “Jewish 

Women’s Circle,” please call 
Hinda 914 693 6100, direct email 

to her at Hinda@Chabadrt.org,  or 
log on to www.Chabadrt.org.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center will be 
hosting a young children’s service 
on Saturday, September 20 at 11:15 
am, led by Cantor Amy Kanarek.  
Children ages 0 - 7 and their 

Young Children’s Service at The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center 

parents are invited to sing along 
with Cantor Amy.  The service will 
be very participatory and spirited 
and will last for about 45 minutes.         
Everyone is invited after the service 
to join the congregation for a 

delicious kiddush lunch.  
   Kindly call the synagogue office 
at (914) 693-4260 for additional 
information and travel directions.  
Website is www.g-h-c.org.  
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