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Patriot’s 
Day

By Tom Bock

It is with mixed emotions that I 
wish all of our readers, friends and 
patriots, a Happy Patriot’s Day. I say 
mixed emotions for the reason that 
this holiday was borne from tragedy 
as never before felt in the United 
States of America, the attacks 
of September 11, 2001. The fact 
that these were cowardly attacks 
from radical Islamic extremists 
doesn’t make this “holiday” any 
easier to accept or less important 
to those who lost loved ones that  
fateful day.
   At the Westchester Times Tribune, 
and the Yonkers Tribune, we pride 
ourselves on our patriotism as well 
as our goal to provide fair and 
balanced media coverage of all 
topics, both hot and not, complex 
or simple, and finally popular or 
not. But this holiday brings my 
blood to a boil when I listen to the 
likes of sudo-newscaster, Keith 
Oberman, of MSNBC, apologizing 
for his station’s showing of the 
burning NYC World Trade Center 
in a broadcast shortly after the 
Republican National Convention. 
It’s shameful as he tries to qualify it 
by saying he lost friends during the 
attacks. Not only does his statement  
not justify his apology, it lessens 
whatever miniscule credibility he 
may have been perceived to have by  

   It was many year’s after September 
11, 2001 that I began to recognize 
that America was emotionally 
scarred by that wanton act. America 
was no longer protected by a moat 
of Pacific and Atlantic waters, west 
and east, and friendly neighbors, 
north and south. Modern technology 
had given those who would consider 
hurting us the opportunity to do just 
that. The World Trade Center was a 
world recognized symbol of prowess 
whose twin towers crumbled before 
our very eyes. The repercussions 
of that day has exacerbated the 
collapse of our economic prowess 
as assuredly as we individually 
and nationally grapple with the 
financial challenges that have since 
consumed us.
   Some will have deduced that 
September 11 had crushed our 
resolve. Instead it had awoken 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Hoping 
to put the final seal on a corporate 
relocation that would keep more 
than 400 jobs in New York State, 
the Westchester County Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) is 

Westchester IDA Offers 
Incentives to National 

Life Insurer
Amalgamated Life Looks to Move Into 
Former General Foods Headquarters

see Westchester IDA  Pg. 5

offering financial incentives to 
Amalgamated Life Insurance 
Company as it plans a possible 
move to White Plains.
   Amalgamated Life, which provides 

SILDA, NORWAY -- This years 
Silda Jazz Festival was their 
twenty-second. The very first 
festival was a combined film/jazz 
festival with only a few traditional 

Norway’s 2008 Silda Jazz 
Fest:  Getting Stronger 

Every Year!
By Bob Putignano 

see Norway’s 2008  Pg. 6

jazz and bands performing.  But 
that was then, as now we have five 
swinging days on the west coast of 
Norway!  The Silda Jazz Festival is 

ALBANY, NY -- Legislation 
to improve New York State’s 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit programs 
is expected to be transmitted on 
Monday, September 
8, 2008, to Governor 
David Paterson for 
consideration. The 
measure (A.30000) 
was approved by 
the Assembly and 
Senate in June, 
and will extend 
program benefits to 
a larger number of 
municipalities and 
neighborhoods.
   “While New York 
State faces tough 
choices in a time 
of revenue shortfalls and budget 
deficits, Governor Paterson must 
continue to support programs that 

Governor to Consider 
Enhanced Historic 

Rehabilitation Tax Credits
Expansions Approved by Assembly,  

Senate in June
will accelerate our recovery from 
the current economic downturn,” 
said Jay DiLorenzo, President of 
the Preservation League of New 

York State. “Signing 
the expanded 
Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit Programs 
into law will serve 
as an economic 
stimulus directed 
to where it is most 
needed in New York 
– the downtowns and 
older neighborhoods 
that are the core of 
our communities.”
   The Preservation 
League has engaged 

a diverse coalition of 
business and municipal leaders, 
preservation organizations and 

   A more 
g r o w n - u p 
attitude toward 
glamour is the 
big news in fall/
winter fashion 
and the good 
news is this 
signals a return 

to the building-block  basics of 
chic.  Making 
a radical 
d e p a r t u r e 
from romantic 
f e m i n i n i t y, 
these looks 
speak to 
s t r e n g t h , 
cofidence and 
sex appeal, 
spot-on for 
today’s power 
woman.  The 
designs are 
pared down 
to reveal their 
essence and 
value the 
sophistication 
of the lines.  
Now, after a 
spring season 
exploding with 
pyrotechnics, 
designers are learning to forgo frills 
in favor of strong, clean lines and a 
newfound maturity. 
   Appropriate for this season, 

Fall 2008 Fashion Trend
Minimalism Gets the Nod 

By Barbara Barton Sloane

Matthew Williamson for Pucci 
established an icy pastel palette 
mixed with graphic black and white.  
His silhouettes were perfect for the 
slopes with fur-lined parkas, shapely 
puff jackets, and skinny leggings.  
Completing the mood, there were 
cozy looks for fireside lounging in 
a suite at the Kulm Hotel.  His furs, 
shearlings and brightly colored dyed 

fox juxtapose 
glam and sport, 
a feat he pulls 
off admirably.  
Williamson’s 
“coat of many 
colors” is 
pure Pucci. 
He has played 
with a palette 
of geometric 
shapes of 
dizzying hues: 
pink, purple, 
white and 
blue.  With 
five seasons at 
Pucci behind 
him, it appears 
that Matthew 
Wi l l i a m s o n 
has hit on a 
formula that 
works – resort 

dressing for the rich and fabulous. 
   If we’re in a recession, word 

   Riding the storm was something 
Bear Stearns had done many times 
in its 85- year history, but it took 
only a few days, an increasing 
sense of panic, and a critical email, 
to spell the end for this one-of-a-
kind investment bank that ended 
up being taken over for a pittance. 
   Bear Trap – The Fall of Bear 
Stearns and the Panic of 2008 

Told from the 
Inside, the 

Beginning of 
the End of 
the Bear 

By Anonymous  
and Andrew Spencer

Pucci model

RYE, NY -- Rye Town Park and 
the Friends of Rye Town Park 
are presenting a program entitled 
“Tree Care, From Roots to Canopy 
– A Guide for Homeowners” on 
Saturday, October 4th.  Participants 
should meet by the flagpole and 
sundial gardens at 10:00 a.m.  
Come early for light refreshments.  
In case of rain, the program will be 
rescheduled.  Please RSVP to Rye 

A Homeowner’s Guide to 
Tree Care from Roots to 

Canopy 
By Bill Lawyer

Town Park at 914-967-0965.
   The program will be led by 
licensed arborist Frazer Pehmoeller 
of the Bartlett Tree Experts 
Company.  Mr. Pehmoeller will 
walk folks through the park and 
describe what things an arborist 
is looking for in a tree to know if 
it is healthy; and, what steps can 
be taken to insure that each home 

Arborist Frazer Pehmoeller of the Bartlett Tree Experts Company



SEPTEMBER 11, 2008PAGE 2 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Op-Ed • Radio
WESTCHESTER  

TIMES TRIBUNE LLC
55 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701-2739

Tel: 1-914 / 378.1433,  
ext 235

Fax: 1-914 / 378.0008

Published every Thursday.
 

WTTeditor@gmail.com  

Co-Publishers
Hezi Aris

Joseph F. Spiezio, III

Editor-in-Chief
Hezi Aris

Managing Editor
Tom Bock

Columnists:
Cam Bock

Jim Thomas
Dr. Ed U. Cator
Zuri A. Stanback
Diane M. Grassi
Peggy Godfrey
Anthony Greco

Lee Daniels
Lisa Fine

Bob Marrone
Joe Klock, Sr.
Henry J. Stern

Roger Witherspoon
Martin McGloin

Richie Nestro
William O’Shaughnessy
Barbara Barton Sloane

Vox Populi
Bob Weir

Andy Wainer
Pastor Anthony Iovine

Marilyn Elie
Kelly Fincham
Richard Cooper

Gail Farrelly
 

Columns by Politicians
 Paul Feiner
Jeff Klein

George Latimer
Mary C. Marvin
Noam Bramson

Thomas Abinanti
Sandy Galef

Andrea Stewart-Cousins

Advertising Sales
Darryl Walker
Jay Santiago
Production

Production / Art Director
Frank Shevetone

Your World, 
Our Beat; 
Now You 
Know!

Subscribe to
Westchester Times 

Tribune.
Annual Subscription 

$39
Direct your  
credit card  

subscription order to
WTTsubscription@

gmail.com

From Page 1

New York Civic

Like Klockwork

us from our self-centered, aloof 
slumber impotent in directing our 
nation forward. We had for too 
long believed that those who would 
dare run for office were equipped 
to do so. Years later, we recognize 
that our leaders lack the ability 
to formulate a vision, much less 
have the intellect to promote it to 
fruition, and lack the leadership 
qualities embodied with rationale 
to convince with facts, figures, 
and a history of trustworthiness to 
be believed. We find that we have 
bought into the empty words we 
hear and read. We have lost the 
stamina to question those who 
would be our elected servants, 
consumed in being deflected from 
the promise of America. We have 
been corrupted. We have corrupted 
ourselves. 
   Today, Senators Biden, McCain, 
and Obama, and Governor Palin 
stand before us wrapped in the 
tricolors of our nation extolling 
their honesty, integrity, and vision. 
Each is still holding their respective 
formula of change close to their 
vests. Political agenda may trump 

America’s Sensibilities
By Hezi Aris

one aspect of governance for some 
over another, yet at the end of it 
all, we have been brought to only 
needing to know, if any who stand 
before us, beseeching our vote have 
proven they are deserving of that 
vote.
   September 11 has caused us to 
look at many issues. For some 
the subliminal search for answers 
simmers under the monotony of 
surviving the issues and concerns of 
the day, and the day after that. For 
others, financial wherewithal may 
have imbued some to contemplate on 
the issues of the day. No matter the 
perspective, each of the protagonists 
who possess the potential to vote 
have come to realize that the system 
has failed “us.” The national ticket 
of candidates are admitting it to us, 
though on many plateaus beneath 
the zenith, few have heard the call 
for “change.” 
   “Change” can be either good or 
bad. Those who walk the hallways 
of elected office suffer little 
consequence under the signature of 
their name on legislation that may 
tear into our fiber as violently as the 

murder of innocents on September 
11.
   It is said that one rotten apple will 
ruin an entire barrel. The political 
process has prostituted itself 
believing the “religion” of their 
political party could overshadow 
the demands of the people of the 
nation whose very creation has 
been weaned from excellence to 
mediocrity on every level of life.
   As we reflect on those murdered, 
let us reflect on our responsibility 
to set things right for the nation 
that knew how to protect us and 
needs to learn again that the 
priorities government sets for itself 
are at present the antithesis of the 
America we vehemently fought 
to birth. We strive to regain the 
images we created for this great 
nation because we demanded it of 
her. We must do so again because 
America cannot afford to suffocate 
under a self-inflicted tyranny from 
which a time could come where we 
may find ourselves trapped without 
choice or solution. 
   We come upon September 11, 2008, 
mired in the greed and corruption 

of our own doing. Some of us knew 
what was going on. Those that did, 
could not find a mechanism to right 
the indiscretions and trespasses 
for which once concluded, 
nurtured similar, yet ever greater 
indiscretions and trespasses upon 
our nation and our people. Whether 
nationally, statewide, countywide, or 
citywide, our vote is the difference 
between bedlam and civilization. 
We all know it. Can we endure to 
wallow in the debauchery of our 
past inactions or are we ready to 
respectfully speak up to change the 
corrupt systems we have permitted 
their day to eviscerate our being, 
beating us back into the lawlessness 
and unempathic world of the greed 
that consumes us.
   We must find the time and 
inclination to seek those who will 
bring us together in unison under 
the red, white, and blue, we so 
love. Get involved. Laughing at 
the failures and ineptitude so easily 
discerned by us all will only come 
to its overdue conclusion when we 
vote for “us.” 

On
the

Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

   Term limits will simmer on the 
back burner until after election 
day, 60 days from today.  Mayor 
Bloomberg has told us that he will 
not take a position on the issue 
until then.  Of course, it is always 
possible that he will change his 
mind again. 
   Since our last article Tuesday 
on the subject, events have inched 
forward, but the issue of whether 
and when to act is far from decided. 
Time, however, continues to move 
forward.
   Wednesday, the News turned 
attention to Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn with a p8 story, 
POLS PUSH QUINN TO SPEAK 
OUT ON TERM LIMITS, BY 
Frank Lombardi and  Kathleen 
Lucadamo, Their lede: “Pressure is 
mounting on City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn to take a firm stand 
on term limits as Mayor Bloomberg 
publicly toys with extending them.
   “When asked if he’d reached a 
conclusion on the topic, Bloomberg 
said yesterday, ‘Which letter in the 
word ‘no’ do you not understand?’  
Bloomberg suggested he wouldn’t 
act on term limits until after the 
presidential election in November.”

Two Terms Bad; Four Terms Good
Hell, No, We Won’t Go, Even Though the Law Says So

By Henry J. Stern

   Thursday, the News pushed the 
matter a step further.  A p6 story by 
Lombardi was headed DON’T ASK 
ME. TERM LIMITS UP TO MIKE, 
SEZ QUINN.  Lombardi’s lede 
was direct: ‘It’s Mayor Bloomberg 
who’s calling the tune in the City 
Hall dance over changing term 
limits, Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn insisted yesterday.  You 
can read the entire story, basically 
politicians hemming and hawing, 
by linking to Lombardi.
Today, Friday, the Times picked 
up the story in an article on B4 
by City Hall reporter Michael 
Barbaro.  COUNCILMAN TO 
INTRODUCE BILL TO SOFTEN 
TERM LIMITS.
   The Councilman involved is G. 
Oliver Koppell of The Bronx, who 
would have to leave office in 2009 
unless he can get the law changed 
to allow him to stay.  Koppell got 
his Council seat when popular 
Councilwoman June M. Eisland 
was forced by term limits to retire 
in 2001.  If not for term limits, she 
would still have the seat. A long-
time Assemblyman from Riverdale, 
Koppell served a little over a year 
as New York State Attorney General 

after the resignation of former 
Bronx Borough President Robert 
Abrams. He was defeated in the 
1994 Democratic primary by Karen 
Burstein, who lost that November 
to Dennis Vacco, who served one 
term, and was defeated in turn by 
Eliot Spitzer in 1998.
   Politics, as you can see, is a 
business where, sooner or later, 
almost everybody loses, eventually 
driven from office by death, defeat 
or dishonor.  It is no surprise that 
some elected officials will do 
anything to extend their tenure, 
including ignoring a repeated public 
mandate.
   One official to whom term limits 

would apply has a different view. 
Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, 
in her blog yesterday, wrote as 
follows:
   “In the past few weeks, there has 
been a lot of talk about extending 
term limits via a back room, closed 
door legislative deal.  I think this is 
a terrible, undemocratic idea.
   “I cannot support extending term 
limits by anything other than a 
public vote.  Despite the popularity 
of our Mayor, I think it’s up to the 
people of New York to decide how 
long they want their elected officials 
in office, and they’ve already told 
us twice.”
   Otherwise, the elected class is 
relatively silent.  No one has been as 
unabashed as Mr. Koppell in trying 
to legislate an exemption.  As far as 
we know, so far only Councilman 
Tony Avella of Queens, himself a 
mayoral candidate, has publicly 
opposed the scheme, saying, “Why 
not come out and say, ‘No matter 
what the mayor does we are not 
going to entertain this.”  
   If any other Councilmember 
wishes to take a position on the 
issue, we will publish it, just e-mail 
us at starquest@nycivic.org

   Most of the other hopefuls are 
awaiting events.  If there is a 
successful coup, they will take 
credit for it.  If it is merely a beer-
hall putsch, they want no part of it.  
President Kennedy said after the 
Bay of Pigs debacle in 1961 that 
“victory has a thousand fathers, but 
defeat is an orphan.”  The orphan 
is particularly lonely and isolated 
when the cause is self-serving and 
unjustified. 
  In the 1989 movie, “The War of 
the Roses,” Michael Douglas and 
Kathleen Turner play a divorcing 
couple.  In the end, they both 
swing on a chandelier, not wishing 
to give up any part of the house 
they shared.  Somehow, the public 
officials facing departure from City 
Hall evoke the images of that film. 

Henry J. Stern is the New York 
Civic. Peruse through his archive 

at New York Civic and direct 
e-mail to StarQuest@NYCivic.org.

   In a rare example of bipartisan 
blogging, I have received, from 
several sources, the same fictional 
anecdote about both presidential 
candidates. It goes this way: 
   After addressing a convention of 
Native Americans, the candidate 
is pleased and flattered when the 
Chieftain awards him the honorary 
title of Walking Eagle - unaware 
that, in tribal lore, it refers to a bird 
which is so full of crap that it can’t fly. 
   Unless some credibility creeps into 
the campaigning between now and 
November, a case could be made for 
placing a Walking Eagle on the Seal 
of the President of the United States. 
   It would then replace the proud 
icon which now clutches in its talons 
an olive branch symbolizing peace 
and a bundle of arrows symbolizing 
strength, as well as, in its beak, a 
banner reading, “e pluribus unum.” 
   Among several interpretations 
of that motto is the concept that 
out of many diverse points of 
view there emerges a single set 
of principles supportable by a 
majority of responsible Americans. 
   No semblance of this ideal outcome 
can be seen in the slew of rumors, 
slurs, accusations, half-truths and 

Proposing an Open Season on the Walking Eagle
By Joe Klock, Sr.

outright lies that pervade today’s 
airwaves, print media, sloganeering, 
partisan position papers, stump 
speeches and an almost totally 
irresponsible blogosphere. 
   Cutting through the fog and to the 
chase that will end on November 
4, there will be only one of those 
two men standing behind the 
presidential seal early in 2009. 
   Until then, all that is written, 
thought, believed, uttered and/
or whispered by everyone else 
on the planet is irrelevant, 
immaterial and - to belabor the 
metaphor - nourishment fit only 
for the above-cited Walking Eagle. 
   In other words - perhaps more 
to the point - all that really 
matters is what is on the minds. 
and in the game plans of, the two 
finalists in our political Olympiad. 
   It is one of them who alone will 
soon call the shots in proposing 
legislation, issuing executive orders, 
commanding our military might, 
submitting budgets and dealing with 
problems that would challenge the 
wisdom of a thousand Solomons. 
   Were they to be applying for jobs 
as our babysitters, scout leaders, 
accountants or proctologists, 

we’d want the most intimate 
contact with them and the best 
opportunity to size them up, rather 
than basing our evaluation of them 
on the bloviation of hired flaks 
and precommitted ass-kissers. 
   What can we hope to hear directly 
from these contestants? Mostly 
prepared speeches, press releases 
and TV news bytes from sources 
only marginally identifiable 
with objective journalism. 
    We are, that is to say (and to say 
loudly), fed a steady diet of carefully 
selected information which is more 
likely to nourish our prejudices 
than improve our familiarity with 
the candidates, between whom we 
must choose our guide through the 

mine field of an ensuing four years. 
   The closest we’ll come to real 
opportunities for judging these men 
are the three scheduled debates, 
all of which will be structurally 
flawed and grossly inadequate, in 
terms of time and true substance. 
   What to do? Thought you’d never ask! 
   We should designate two hours, 
on each of three nights during every 
remaining week before Election Day, 
for discussions of the issues, with 
both candidates participating. Split-
screen technology would avoid the 
necessity of pre-agreement on single 
locales. They would be required 
only to show up before a TV camera 
wherever they happened to be. 
   National public radio and television 
facilities could and should be used, 
since they already belong to us-all. 
   Moderators could be agreed 
upon to pose questions (even-
handed umpires, such as Reverend 
Rick Warren, who served so 
effectively in the recent Forum). 
   The time consumed by 
each participant should be on 
constant display, so that it can 
be brought into balance before 
the programs’ conclusions. 
   They should not be permitted 

to interrupt each other and there 
should be no live audience. 
(I can’t remember learning 
anything while participants 
jabbered simultaneously, or 
during the prolonged applause 
of their imbedded claques.) 
   I believe that Senators Obama 
and McCain are decent and fair-
minded men, but I see little 
chance of making an objective 
comparison of their qualifications 
within the present system of those 
three carefully-staged “debates,” 
covertly overshadowed by a 
side show of no-holds-barred 
infighting in the trenches and 
back alleys of dirty politics. 
   Why not let these guys have at 
it, head-to-head and heart-to-heart, 
for six hours a week, so we’ll have 
a shot at placing genuine eagles 
both on and behind the presidential 
podium in 2009? 
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers in 

Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.

   In the last week a report surfaced 
that the President of the Yonkers 
Fire Fighters, Hugh Fox Jr., had 
questioned whether the New 
Rochelle Fire Department had 
adequate resources to fight fires 
in the planned 61-story River 
Park Center.  One point that he 
emphasized was that fighting 
high-rise fires called for special 
equipment and that fire fighters 
need to be trained.
   These comments echoed concerns 
expressed in environmental impact 
statement public hearings in New 
Rochelle over all the high rise 
buildings that New Rochelle has 
already built and are planned.  
Many residents still feel that more 
attention needs to be paid to this 

High Rise Fire Safety Revisited 
By Peggy Godfrey

fire fighting 
problem.
   To give an 
example, the 
New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform 
Club in March, 
2002 passed 
the following 
resolution:  
   “Whereas, the 
safety and health of the citizens of 
New Rochelle is a prime concern;
   “Whereas, the City for the 2002 
fiscal year budget cut $250,000 from 
the Fire Department budget which 
created an unsafe condition when 
Ladder 12 was taken out of service 
due to inadequate manpower;
   “Whereas, when firefighter 

work crews are 
undermanned, 
studies have 
shown firefighter 
i n j u r i e s 
increase;
   “Whereas, 
by not being in 
compliance with 
NFPA standards, 
the City is not 

dealing with the fire safety problems 
associated with high rise buildings 
and densely populated areas;
   “Be it resolved that the New 
Rochelle Citizens Reform Club 
urges City Council to elevate fire 
safety to a number one priority and 
find sufficient funds, not just the 
$82,000 recently allocated, to keep 

our city safe with sufficient fire 
protection;
   “Be it further resolved, all fire 
codes in the city should be revised 
to meet NFPA standards.”
   Firefights face enormous 
challenges and dangers fighting fires 
of any size.  The unique challenges 
of high rise buildings should not 
be minimized. To date no new fire 
codes have been passed by City 
Council in New Rochelle.   It is 
appropriate at this time to remember 
the brave fire fighters who lost their 
lives during 9-ll and to think about 
giving more serious attention to 
the conditions they work under 
everywhere.

Legal Notices

Legal notices for publication  
in the

Westchester Times
Tribune

are accepted for publication  
no later than Thursday 

for the following week’s edition.

WTTLegal@gmail.com
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http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2008/08/StarQuest@NYCivic.org
mailto:joeklock@aol.com
http://www.joeklock.com
mailto:WTTLegal@gmail.com
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Weir Only Human

Weir Only Human: The Eloquence of an Everyday Hero
By Bob Weir

   Last week, I heard a political 
speech that absolutely captivated 
me! The words filled me with 
inspiration and hope for the future 
of this great nation. It’s been a long 
time since anyone was able to reach 
deep inside to the core of my being 
and renew my pride in America. 
It was not merely the eloquence 
of the speaker that made such a 
profound impact on me; it was the 
reiteration of, and the dedication to, 
the values upon which this republic 
was founded. As I watched and 
listened, eagerly anticipating each 
mellifluously delivered linguistic 
form, I could feel my eyes begin to 
water as I struggled to keep from 
yelling, “Yes, you can!” There, in 
front of my tear-filled eyes was a 
leader who not only talks the talk, 
but walks the walk. There was the 
embodiment of everything we hold 
dear in our heart of hearts; someone 
with the courage to stand up for the 

principles that made us the envy of 
the civilized world. Only minutes 
into the speech, I could contain 
myself no longer. It began as a low 
murmur deep in my throat, but the 
intensity gradually increased until 
I bolted off my chair and loudly 
proclaimed: “I love you, Sarah 
Palin!  
   The Governor of Alaska and 
Vice-Presidential nominee on John 
McCain’s ticket was accepting 
the nod from the Arizona senator 
at a campaign stop in Dayton, 
Ohio. “Politics isn’t just a game of 
competing interests and clashing 
parties,” said the woman who built 
her career by exposing corruption, 
often in her own party. “The people 
of America expect us to seek public 
office and to serve for the right 
reasons,” she added. Imagine that! 
A public official with the gumption 
and tenacity to rip out corruption by 
its roots, no matter how deep it goes, 

or what party it’s 
in. Where has 
this magnificent 
leader been all 
this time? The 
answer is; she’s 
been raising a 
family, getting 
involved in her 
community and struggling to keep 
the American dream alive. The only 
surprising element of Governor 
Palin’s emergence on the national 
scene is that people like her are 
so often overlooked. Politics is 
generally viewed as a place to 
make deals; a place to cash in your 
values for a title and a safe seat in 
government.  
   Reformers are often viewed as 
troublemakers or malcontents 
because they refuse to go along in 
order to get along. Some political 
groups become sinister fiefdoms 
where ethically challenged members 

are defended 
by a “circle the 
wagons” mentality 
that refuses to 
discipline one of 
their own, for fear 
it may weaken the 
“party.” Sadly, 
they seldom 

consider the pernicious effect 
their absence of integrity has on 
the country. Ms. Palin observed 
corruption in her own party and set 
out to defeat it. Step by step, from 
PTA leader, to city council member, 
to mayor and then governor, she 
chopped away at the thick layers 
of cronyism that fought to continue 
the status quo. This Republican, 
hockey mom and working mother 
of five, wasn’t about to sit on the 
sidelines quietly and watch her state 
leaders continue to stuff their hands 
deeper into taxpayers’ pockets as 
they greedily gobbled up a larger 

share of the paychecks of working 
people. Instead, she proclaimed, in 
stentorian tones, that government 
should be working for the people, 
not vice-versa, and the voters heard 
the clarion call.  
   Ms. Palin is the type of leader 
that voters are waiting for. They 
want someone who speaks truth 
to power and fights for those who 
have no voice. Talk about profiles in 
courage, two years ago this woman 
ousted the state’s Republican 
incumbent governor in the primary, 
despite having little money and 
little establishment backing. She 
also criticized the two GOP senators 
who have been the subject of 
federal corruption investigations. In 
addition, as head of the Alaska Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission, 
she exposed ethical violations by 
the state GOP chairman, who was 
a fellow commissioner. In simple 
terms, she is the type of person who 

is most feared in those smoke-filled 
rooms where devilish deals are 
concocted; an incorruptible servant 
of the people.  
   Yet, Sarah Palin is not unique; 
she’s in every PTA, in every 
city council, mayor’s office and 
commissioners’ courtroom. She’s 
in local, state and federal offices, 
struggling to make a better life for 
her family and the communities 
she serves. Look around you at the 
local elected officials who always 
seem to show up when the people 
need an advocate. Those are our 
future state and national leaders. 
Always remember that they were 
there for you, even when reelection 
was years away. Like Governor 
Palin, those local officials are the 
everyday heroes who are so often 
overlooked. 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist.

 BobWeir777@aol.com.

To the Editor:

   What is it, that advocates promot-
ing Westhab’s Tarrytown Road proj-
ect don’t get?  The bulk is still too 

Letters to the Editor
large for the plot: this has nothing 
to do with end use or neighborhood 
preferences.  The greater concern is 
such variances create a template for 
excessive development townwide, 

for any purpose.   What I don’t get 
is why such benevolence is award-
ed the latest makeover just because 
it is less than originally proposed.  
It isn’t validated because Westhab 

reduced the size; it’s not where you 
start but where you finish.
   Greenburgh last year rewarded 
residents with a 22% tax increase 
while 2009 looks like a repeat.  

What if the Town announced (fol-
lowing Westhab formula) a 43% 
increase knocked down to 28%, 
would this make the pain less?
   The mystery is why Westhab paid 
top dollar for a parcel that may not 
yield a return without a variance.   
Usually, developers tie up a parcel 
by contract subject to obtaining 
zoning.  Here, Westhab proceeded, 
closing without this out.  What The 
Journal News should do is not edi-
torialize that all is well but instead 
be looking into who assured West-
hab that the needed zoning would 
be forthcoming.   This is the miss-
ing puzzle piece which escapes 
scrutiny.  

Hal Samis
Greenburgh, NY

Dear Editor,

   Your article dated September 4, 
2008 does not do justice to the com-
munity of Greenburgh. What Mr. 
Sandborn failed to tell Ms Ander-
son is originally when Westhab ap-
proached Irene Zuck they showed 
her a proposed plan that was in 
agreement with the current zoning 
in place (which Irene presented to 
the board on the Sept 4th meeting).  
Why than did they start out with 6 
floors which requires a change to 
M174 zoning? The answer is quite 
easy to see, so they can change the 
plan several times and appear mag-
nanimous and cooperative with the 
neighborhood. It’s a widely used 
technique. Call it bait and switch, 
call it what you like. Mr Feiner is 
complicit in this as well. Unfortu-

nately for Westhab and the supervi-
sor the people of GREENBURGH 
(make no mistake this is not just 
Fulton park but members for many 
other parts of Greenburgh as well) 
are not that stupid. There is no rea-
son why Westhab cannot renovate 
or build to the current zoning in 
place (as they originally presented 
to Mrs Zhuck), as we have said 
from day 1. 
   I also would like to point out in a 
New York Times article dated May 
3, 1992 entitled “Coming to Aid of 
a Homeless Shelter”, the last two 
paragraphs are as follows:
“Community opposition to housing 
for the homeless recently flared in 
the Fulton Park section of Green-
burgh, only a few miles from the 
Westhelp complex. Neighborhood 
residents and town officials are op-
posing a county plan to double the 
capacity of the 58-bed Kings Inn, a 
former motel converted to a men’s 
shelter, which has been operated 
since February by Westhab. 
Although Greenburgh officials have 
asked the county to comply with 
its building and zoning codes, the 
county has refused. Negotiations to 
reduce the size of the men’s shelter 
are continuing, said Frederick Turn-
er, the Greenburgh Town Attorney.
   So maybe Mr Feiner can explain 
why would the town want the coun-
ty to comply with the town build-
ing and zoning codes and yet now 
the same town official is willing to 
trash the codes for Westhab? 

Andre Brody
Greenburgh, NY
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The Fine Print
By Lisa Fine 

TARRYTOWN, NY -- Tappan Z 
Gallery, a new gallery with a strong 
focus on works of art and craft 
by established American artists 
primarily from the northeast, is 
opening its doors this month at 
51 Main Street, Tarrytown, NY, a 
historic community on the banks of 
the Hudson River.
   The gallery’s grand opening will 
be held in its newly completed 
studios on Friday, September 19, 
from 5 to 9 p. m. during Tarrytown’s 
“Third Friday” celebration held 
monthly in the town’s central retail 
and business area.
   According to Ray Endreny, 
director, the gallery will present 
original canvases, photographs, 
sculptures, fabric creations and one-
of-a-kind jewelry items. Some of 
the featured artists will be on hand 
to discuss their works. “Visitors will 
delight in the wide range of styles, 
materials and creativity on display,” 
he said.

Tappan Z Gallery to Open in Tarrytown
American Artists Features

Ray Endreny in his gallery, Tappan Z Gallery. Courtesy  
of tomsobolik.com.

   “We’re inviting lovers of all kinds 
of art to meet our gifted artists, 
chat with them, and enjoy our 
grand opening party,” he added. 
Refreshments will be served.
   Parking for the gallery is 

conveniently located nearby. 

Tappan Z Gallery can be reached 
at 914-332-8800 or by directing 
email to tpzgallery@gmail.com.

(Brick Tower Press, New York) 
was written, with the help of 
Andrew Spencer, by an anonymous 
senior executive of Bear Stearns 
whose identity will not be revealed 
until the release of this dynamic 
book on September 22, 2008. 
   The writer takes the reader step-
by-step on the downward spiral of 
this giant corporation beginning 
March 10, 2008 through its final 
demise and takeover.  Find out 
from someone on the inside if the 
company was really headed down 
the drain financially or was it all a 
big rumor-mongering, manipulative 
ploy to allow some far-sighted 
predator to make a killing?  How 
did the giant respond when financial 

Told from the Inside, the Beginning of the 
End of the Bear

institutions they had traded with for 
years asked if Bear had the cash 
to execute their trades?  Was the 
challenge of their financial liquidity 
borne of facts or engineered rumor?  
This book takes you through each 
nerve-wracking minute of every 
action that took place in the offices 
of Bear Stearns during its final days.   
  In a business based on confidence, 
when that confidence fades, so 
does the business.  The Company 
was scrambling to prove their 
counterparties were being paid, 
trades were clearing and business 
was picking up – surely not the 
normal scenario for an investment 
bank’s collapse.  On the day prior 
to the announcement, a member 

of senior management was in total 
disbelief when he realized that 
“…a cup of coffee at Starbucks 
was now actually more expensive 
than a share of Bear stock.” 
  This tell-all book is a must-read 
for anyone who wants to know how 
fortunes were made and lost virtually 
overnight, placing blame where it 
belongs for the responsibility of 
‘killing the Bear.’  Feel the pain of 
the employees when they realize 
they have lost it all:  “The Bear 
was dead.  The carcass was rotting 
in the street as people hurried past, 
lest they catch whatever it was that 
had killed the Bear.”

Enjoy the art, the cows and the 
views
   Collaborative Concepts, a not-
for-profit arts organization, has 
curated more than 40 exhibitions 
in galleries and outdoor settings in 
the Hudson Valley. Now in its third 
season at Saunders Farm, local, 
national and international artists 
will place more than 50 site-specific 
sculptures throughout the 100 acres 
of an historic farm in Garrison. 
The exhibition closes on Friday 
October 31 and is free to the public. 
The project is made possible, in 
part, with public funds from the 
New York State Council on the 
Arts Decentralization Program 
and Putnam Arts Council. Besides 
the artwork, be sure to look for 
the cattle grazing in the pastures! 
Saunders Farm is located at 853 
Old Albany Post Road in Garrison. 
Info: 845-528.1797 
Art throughout the city of 
Peekskill 
   Peekskill Project is a citywide site-

specific exhibition of cutting-edge 
artwork, sponsored by the Hudson 
Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art. Beginning the weekend of 
September 13-14, this public arts 
festival will present a wide variety 
of painting, sculpture, photography, 
installations, video and performance 
art, located throughout the city of 
Peekskill – on streets, in storefronts, 
parks, vacant lofts and waterfronts. 
Free trolley service will be provided 
by the City of Peekskill during 
the opening weekend to and from 
exhibition sites including Annsville 
Park, St. Mary’s, St. Peter’s 
Church of Cortlandt, Clemente, 3 
& CO, The Hat Factory, Maxwell 
Fine Arts, Peekskill’s historic 
commercial district, as well as the 
HVCCA museum. Selected works 
and performances will be on display 
until November 23. The Peekskill 
Project is open to the public, free of 
charge. Info: 914-788-0100;
 www.hvcca.org. 

Jewish Film Festival
   Israeli films will continue 
to be featured in the next two 
screenings of the Purchase College 
Jewish Film Festival on Monday 
September 15 and 22. The festival’s 
theme is Israel at Sixty and the 
films represent different aspects 
of life in the area told through 
humor and sensitivity. The series 
is co-sponsored by the Jewish 
Studies Program of Purchase 
College and Hillels of Westchester. 
Screenings take place at 7:30 
PM in the Humanities Theatre 
of the Durst Family Humanities 
Building, 735 Anderson Hill Road, 
Purchase. Tickets $8. Info: 914-
251-6516.

To submit information for The 
Fine Print, please send emails to 

TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, call 
914 243-9761, or visit the www.
LisaFineCommunications.com 

Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 
Communications, Inc. 

RYE BROOK, NY -- Two Brazilian 
entrepreneurs, who came to the 
United States through the successful 
efforts of immigration attorney 
Robert Ian Goodman of Rye Brook, 
New York, have developed an 
innovative device called the Ikan to 
help consumers save both the fuel 
and time associated with grocery 
shopping. Goodman, a director of  
Choudhury-Goodman Immigration 
and Commercial Law Affiliates—
pictured with the device, the Ikan, 
commented that “the success of Ikan 
Inc. in developing an innovative 
technology to help busy American 
families is evidence of how foreign 
nationals can contribute to the 
betterment of our way of life here 
in the U.S.” 
   The Ikan, recently featured in 
the New York Times, is a wireless 
device that can be set up in the 
kitchen consisting of a bar code 
scanner and a color screen. The 
device allows the user to keep track 
of grocery inventory: each time the 
user is ready to discard an item it 
is scanned under the device and is 
then transferred to a customized 
grocery list on-line.  If there is no 
bar code, a voice recorder allows 
the user to say what item is running 
low.  That item then appears with 

Robert Goodman Brings Brazilian 
Innovation to Westchester Kitchens 

through Immigration

everything else on the electronic 
list.  Before the Ikan user makes 
any official purchases, the website 
allows the list to be updated. 
   By simply clicking a button 
online, the user, through an Ikan 
website account, has access to food 
carriers Peapod (Stop and Shop 
and Giant) and D’Agostino.  In 
addition, the device will recognize 
when an item is recyclable, since it 
has the capability to recognize local 
recycling codes.

   The invention has tremendous 
potential for further improvement.  
The company is working on making 
it possible for the Ikan to provide 
news, sports scores, weather, and 
even recipes!
 
Information on the Ikan as well as 

Ikan Inc. can be found at 
www.ikan.net.

PORT CHESTER, NY -- Indus 
American Bank, the leading bank 
for the South Asian -American 
community, announces its new Small 
Business Administration (SBA) 
program and recently appointed 
SBA Specialist, Lawrence Kneip, 
to manage the program.  
   Indus American Bank’s SBA 
program will help small business 
owners qualify for loans under 
more reasonable terms than might 
be offered through traditional 
bank financing. A key feature of 
an SBA loan is that they typically 
have much longer repayment terms 
than conventional loans or leasing 
programs. For small business 

Indus American Bank Announces its New Small 
Business Administration Program

owners, this kind of loan reduces 
monthly loan payments and frees 
up capital for other business uses. 
SBA loans also offer easy terms, 
competitive interest rates and no 
pre-payment penalties for loans 
under15 years. 
   SBA Loan amounts can range in 
size from $50,000 up to $2,000,000 
or more under certain conditions, 
with terms from 7 to 25 years. 
Indus American Bank will be 
introducing one of the most popular 
SBA products, which is the Express 
Loan, with a one page application, 
to get business owners the money 
they need quickly.  
   Kevin Lenihan, President & CEO 

of Indus American Bank, says, ”We 
are happy to be able to offer our 
support to small businesses who 
need financing for any business 
related purpose.  Mr. Kneip’s 
experience in managing SBA 
programs will enable us to offer 
small business owners some of the 
most attractive loan terms available 
in today’s market.” 
   Mr. Kneip has over 25 years 
experience in the banking industry, 
and has built high volume SBA 
programs and acquired Preferred 
Lender Participant (PLP) status 
for a number of New Jersey SBA 
lenders. In addition to being an 
SBA specialist, Lawrence held a 
variety of positions in the banking 
industry including Team leader and 
Commercial real estate and business 
loan officer.  
   Indus American Bank was 
founded in 2005 in Iselin, NJ, to 
offer high quality financial products 
and personalized service to South 
Asian – American individuals and 
business owners. Indus American 
Bank specializes in core banking 
products for small to medium sized 
companies, with an emphasis on 
real estate-based lending, as well 
as traditional banking products. 
The Bank also has three additional 
branches in Parsippany, NJ, Port 
Chester, NY, and Jersey City, NJ. 
   Indus American Bank is open 
seven days a week in Iselin and 
Jersey City.  

For information, call 
732-603-8200, visit 

www.indusamericanbank.com or 
e-mail

 information@indusamericanbank.
com.

http://tomsobolik.com
mailto:tpzgallery@gmail.com
http://www.hvcca.org
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.ikan.net
http://www.indusamericanbank.com/
mailto:information@indusamericanbank.com
mailto:information@indusamericanbank.com
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life, health, pension and related 
products and services nationwide, 
will meet with the IDA Thursday, 
September 4, to get preliminary 
approval for $480,000 in sales tax 
exemptions to renovate and equip 
132,000 square feet of space at 
333 Westchester Avenue in White 
Plains. Amalgamated Life President 
and CEO David J. Walsh told the 
IDA that the company would like 
to relocate its headquarters and 410 
full-time positions to the former 
General Foods headquarters by the 
end of the year.  
   County Executive Andy Spano said 
that when the County learned that 
the company was also considering 
space in New Jersey, Westchester 
officials actively “lobbied” the 
company on the merits of moving 
to the White Plains site. He noted 
that the incentives are the result of 
several months of negotiations with 
the company’s leaders.
    “We are delighted that 
Amalgamated Life is choosing to 
do business in Westchester. They 
were offered substantial incentives 
to relocate to New Jersey and we 
did everything we could to get 
them to come here instead,” Spano 
said. “We will continue to do what 
we can to make this a painless 

Westchester IDA Offers Incentives 
to National Life Insurer

and productive transition and to 
welcome the 410 staff members to 
our county.” 
   President and CEO Walsh said 
“We at Amalgamated are grateful 
to County Executive Spano, his 
staff and the IDA staff for their 
strong sense of collaboration and 
creativity in making this work for 
the company, the county, the state 
and the Westchester economy.  
Amalgamated Life looks forward 
to calling Westchester and White 
Plains our new home.”
   According to an application 
submitted to the IDA, Amalgamated 
Life’s current lease at 730 Broadway 
in New York City expires next 
year and the company weighed 
the possibility of remaining in 
New York City or relocating its 
operations to either White Plains or 
Newark, New Jersey. Westchester 
was chosen for several reasons 
including the high quality of its 
infrastructure and the incentives 
package, according to Mr. Walsh.
   The anticipated move would 
fill much of the space vacated by 
Argent Mortgage when it left the 
four-building 38-acre campus 
located on Westchester’s “platinum 
mile” two years ago, according to 
the property’s owners. 

RIVERDALE, NY -- Registration 
is open for new socialization groups 
for children with special needs being 
formed this fall at the Riverdale Y.  
Each group is co-led by a clinical 
psychologist and a NYC certified 
special education teacher.
Playmates - ages 4-5 
   This class provides an opportunity 
for young children with special needs 
to practice their social skills while 
playing and having fun together.  
Activities will include Circle Time, 
arts & crafts, dramatic play, and 
sensory integration.  Snacks will be 
provided at each session.  A brief 
intake process must take place prior 
to registration.   Contact Sandy 
Mislow to set up an appointment.  
Parent Orientation:  September 21. 
Twelve (12) Sundays, 9:30-10:45 
a.m. Fall sessions begin 9/28.
Seaver Center Social Skills 
Program - ages 6-8 
   The Seaver Center Social Skills 
Program offers a therapeutic 
group focused on improving 
socialization skills in children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
who have strong verbal skills. The 
weekly therapy group will focus 

Socialization Groups for 
Special Needs Children 

Forming at the Riverdale Y
on developing children’s abilities 
to interpret social/emotional cues 
in faces, language, and gestures; 
engage in conversations; develop 
appropriate friendship skills; and 
manage anxiety/frustration. This 
group will be co-led by a certified 
special education teacher from the 
Riverdale Y and a therapist from 
Mount Sinai’s Seaver and New York 
Autism Center of Excellence and 
will include on-going involvement 
with parents to help improve 
practice of skills in the home. A 
brief intake process must take place 
prior to registration. Contact Sandy 
Mislow to set up an appointment. 
12 Tuesdays, 4:00-5:30 p.m. Fall 
sessions begin 10/28.
   These groups are held at the 
Riverdale Y, 5625 Arlington 
Avenue, Riverdale, NY 10471. 

For information, contact the 
Y’s Inclusion Director, Sandy 

Mislow, at (718) 548-8200, ext. 
230, or direct email to SMislow@

RiverdaleY.org.

environmental groups in advocacy 
to enhance the tax credit programs 
first established in 2006.  
   “We have secured the support 
of upstate mayors and county 
executives, dozens of developers 
and our statewide network of 
Preservation Colleagues,” said 
DiLorenzo. “They are joining 
state agencies including the 
Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation, the Empire 
State Development Corporation, 
and the Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal in urging the 
Governor to provide New York 
State with meaningful economic 
development tools to stimulate 
downtown and neighborhood 
revitalization.”
* Rehabilitation of Historic 
Properties Credit (Commercial):
* Credit percentage increases from 
6% to 10% (50% of the federal 
credit rate)
* Credit cap increases from 
$100,000 to $5 million
* Establishes transferability among 
business partnerships
   Effective 1/1/2009

Historic Homeownership 
Rehabilitation Credit: 
* Credit cap increases from $25,000 
to $50,000
* Qualifies historic housing in 
census tracts at or below 90% SMFI 
(State Median Family Income)
* Establishes credit rebate provision 
for homeowners earning less than 
$60,000
   Effective 1/1/2009
   According to the Preservation 
League, rehabilitation tax 
credits have a demonstrated 
record of success in other states. 
“Rehabilitation tax credits haven 
proven to be indispensible in 
encouraging private reinvestment 
in historic buildings, neighborhoods 
and Main Streets,” said DiLorenzo.  
“The Legislature has put forward a 
program that will benefit more New 
York families and business owners 
than ever before. This program is 
a very important component of a 
broader strategy to revitalize the 
struggling communities of New 
York State, and we encourage 
Governor Paterson to quickly make 
it available.”
   

Governor to Consider 
Enhanced Historic 

Rehabilitation Tax Credits

mailto:SMislow@RiverdaleY.org
mailto:SMislow@RiverdaleY.org
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hasn’t reached Oscar de la Renta. 
He’s still laying on the gold leaf.  
For fall/winter, his collection is 
replete with impeccable designs for 
gals young and old accustomed to 
La Dolce Vita.  For day, de la Renta 
stayed true to his basic chic.  There 
was a lovely, lean jacket in boiled 
cashmere over full-cut flannel pants 
and a boxy jacket in cashmere knit 
paired with a knee-length skirt in 
dip-dyed silk.  Understated evening 
elegance was personified in elegant, 
full-cut black silk crepe trousers and 
lady-like white chiffon blouse with 
flowing scarf.  Boom or bust, de la 
Renta knows what his ladies like. 
   Fall looks found Jean Paul Gautier 
of Hermes in a typically quiet 
mode.  An oriental runway carpet 
was reinterpreted as a pattern for 
skirts, dresses, boots and jumpsuits.  
The collection figured heavily in 
coats, jackets, leather trenches and 
crocodile blazers.  Long, thick-knit 
cardigans, shearlings and suede 
jackets lined in curly lamb were 
all accessorized with adorable knit 
caps and scarves.  A very wearable 
yet utterly chic look: his brown 
leather skirt, elbow length gloves, 
and knee-high boots accessorized 
with a tobacco-colored skull cap 
and flowing knit scarf.  The appeal 
of this low-key presentation is the 

Fall 2008 Fashion Trend
From Page 1

quality of the workmanship and 
their “hand”, (their touch and feel), 
a Hermes hallmark. 
   Dennis Basso celebrates his 25th 
anniversary as a furrier this year, and 
there was a celebratory feeling in 
the air at his show.  Lorraine Bracco 
arrived bearing a congratulatory 
bouquet and his loyal ladies came 
wearing his coats despite the pouring 
rain.  No surprise, there were plenty 
of lavish furs on the runway worked 
in interesting, intricate ways as only 
Basso can do.  The first look to 
come down the runway: a trapeze 
coat in creamy alligator on top and 
Russian sable below was a good 
indication of the luxe designs to 
follow.  Basso loves to show off 
the limitless imagination of his 
design team.  A broadtail jacket, to 
give just one example, was spliced 
with handmade lace inserts and 
trimmed in silver fox. In a crisp, 
buttoned-up look displaying the 
technical innovations of his factory, 
his model sashayed down the 
runway in a short gray wool skirt 
with matching jacket.  The wow 
factor of this outfit was the elbow 
to wrist cuffs and hem trimmed in 
sumptuous silver fox, all topped off 
with a prim white shirt tied with a 
bow at the neck.  Basso may have a 
quarter century of experience in the 

fur trade, but he has significantly 
less as a designer of ready-to-wear, 
as witnessed with an over-the-top 
trapeze dress that almost suffocated 
its model in marabou feathers.  He 
made up for this, however, with three 
understated black gowns that his 
devotees would 
adore wearing 
underneath a 
Basso sable. 
   The drawing 
rooms of the 
Upper East 
Side that were 
the inspiration 
for Carolina 
Herrera’s spring 
show have been 
replaced with 
the wide open 
spaces of the 
countryside.  But 
not to fear as the 
designer has not 
skimped on the 
look of  luxe.  
This season, she’s 
focused primarily on separates, 
capes over matching jackets, long, 
slim pants, cashmere vests layered 
over chiffon shirts, and riding 
pants and jackets.  This horsey 
look was explained in her program 
notes as something “to grab from 

the mudroom and throw over a 
crinkle chiffon gown for an elegant 
dinner on the farm.” Ah yes, those 
rustic dinners among the animals! 
A bit more citified was her beige 
cape over tight brown leggings, 
shiny patent boots and a blouse 

accented with a 
big champagne 
satin bow. Most 
of Herrera’s 
pieces could 
play in the city 
– velvet jeans, a 
long chartreuse 
chiffon dress and 
a floral jacquard 
vest worn over 
a corseted china 
blue gown 
trailing several 
feet of gazar in its 
wake - all clearly 
destined for the 
Park Avenue 
party circuit. 
   At Gucci, 
Frida Giannini 

got across quintessential Gucci-
ness in all its sexy, show-offy 
persona, integrating a Russian/ 
Cossack/folklore feel with a hippie 
wardrobe: printy, shaggy, peasant 
designs that the Portobello market 
was known for in the seventies.  

Happily, the looks are cleaned up 
to work with today’s luxury values 
and this collection ranks as one of 
Giannini’s most confident so far, 
with a billowy-sleeved, embroidered 
peasant  blouse over a pair of gold, 
chain-laden hipsters thrust into 
riding  boots reminiscent of Rudolf 
Nureyev.  The show swung into 
tapestry coats, short chiffon dresses, 
and flippy skirts. One particular 
standout was a silver-tipped fox 
jacket worn with stovepipe hipsters, 
a brightly colored peasant belt, 
and high black patent boots, their 
fringes swingy gaily. 
   The antler chandeliers spray 
painted gold were the first clue that 
we were in for a change of scenery 
at Ralph Lauren’s fall show, as he 
swapped Central Park for Colorado. 
His family retreat continues to 
be an inspiration for many of his 
signature looks and with this show, 
he reprised several of them, with 
grand results.  He opened with a 
series of city dresses and suits in 
cashmere herringbone and black 
double-face that hugged the body.  
Soon, however, he headed west 
to the land of border stripe, swing 
jackets, red and black plaid suits 
and a hip-hugging blanket hunting 
jacket in green buffalo plaid.  His 
plaids lingered after dark but for 

evening Lauren was far more than 
one-note.  There were supple, 
draped velvets in hunter green and 
garnet decorated with beads.  An 
even more dramatic look was a 
black tulle gown with a cutaway 
back.  Lauren knows that wherever 
his ladies find themselves, out west 
or back east, they always have an 
RL party dress on hand. 
   Bianca Jagger was declared the 
inspiration for Badgley Mischka’s 
fall/winter collection. The seventies 
were the duo’s starting point, 
including a brick-red, crinkled 
leather jacket worn with a matching 
flared skirt and a tight-fitting apricot 
turtleneck and boot-cut glen plaid 
pants worn with a short and sweet 
broadtail and fox vest.  Worked in 
among the floral shirtwaists, floppy 
felt hats and high suede boots were 
the team’s typical, reliable and 
tireless clothes that the gals with 
a Bergdorf charge card live for a 
pencil skirtsuit in buff tweed shot 
with metallic thread, wool crepe 
tuxedo pants and a little silk faille 
jacket with short mink sleeves. 
   After a spring season exploding 
with pyrotechnics, for fall designers 
have learned to forego frills in favor 
of strong, clean lines, newfound 
maturity and wearable, wonderful, 
very welcome basics! 

Bagley Mischka look

owner has trees that minimize the 
basic inherent risks of failure which 
all trees pose. Topics to be covered 
include preparing trees for storms, 
drought, and protecting trees from 
construction damage and basic soil 
compaction. 
   As the program progresses, 
participants will have plenty of 
opportunities for questions and 
discussion.  Members of FRTP will 
also discuss their goal of planting 
additional trees on the park and how 
people can help in this project.  
   Mr. Pehmoeller has worked in the 
arboriculture & horticulture industry 
for 28 years He is a Certified Arborist 
with Bartlett Tree Experts, and he 
has been working or projects in Rye 

A Homeowners Guide to Tree Care 
from Roots to Canopy
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since 2000. He received a BS from 
the University of Connecticut in 
Horticulture and Natural Resource 
Management. He was formerly the 
Director of Historic Landscapes and 
Horticulture for Historic Hudson 
Valley.  He has consulted on some 
the finest landscapes in the region.   
   Founded in 1907 (two years before 
the opening of Rye Town Park), 
Bartlett Tree Experts’ mission 
is  to provide preventive care that 
will assure good health, longevity, 
beauty, and safety for their clients’ 
trees. Their Research Laboratories 
are located on a large property in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
   The staff consists of Ph.D’s in 
disciplines such as plant pathology, 

entomology, physiology and 
soil science. They are guided 
by technicians with degrees in 
horticulture, botany, arboriculture, 
biology, forestry and similar 
disciplines. Bartlett’s staff services 
include landscape consultations, 
plant health care, diagnostics, and 
removals/replanting.
   Rye Town Park and the Friends 
hope that this will be the first of 
many educational programs at 
the park, as they believe that the 
Park can be a wonderful learning 
laboratory for how to maintain a 
healthy lawn area for support of 
wildlife and human enjoyment.  

more than just a series 
of concerts; it’s a cool 
package of varied 
events where the 
small and gorgeous 
town of Haugesund 
beautifully turns 
upside down thus 
creating a unique 
exciting atmosphere 
of music of all 
genres,  
In addition to all 
the outstanding 
Norwegian artists 
visiting, Silda Jazz 
has previously had the 
pleasure of presenting 
jazz, blues, and rock 
dignitaries such as; 
Nicholas Payton, 
Doc Cheatham, 
Lillian Boutte, Dee 
Dee Brigdewater, 
Etta Jones, Houston Person, 
Nnenna Freelon, Russell Malone, 
Ray Anderson, Scott Hamilton, 
Bucky and John Pizzarelli, Al 
Jarreau, Diana Krall, Mose Allison, 
Chris Barber, Herbie Mann, Joey 
DeFrancesco, Bill Evans with 
Chuck Loeb, The Manhattan 
Transfer, Richard Bona, Mike Stern 
and Curtis Stigers, David-Clayton 
Thomas, Big Luther Kent, Toto, 
and many others. 
   Some of this year many highlights 
were the performances of Lee 
Ritenour, Big Luther Kent, and a 
over the top performance by Herbie 
Hancock and his “The River of 
Possibilities Tour.” 
   Hancock’s set was sparkling 
and went on for over three hours, 
the band consisted of world-class 
bassist extraordinaire Dave Holland 
who played upright and electric 
bass’s, the well traveled Vinnie 
Colaiuta on drums, Chris Potter on 
sax, Lionel Louke on guitar, plus 
vocalists Amy Keys and Sonya 
Kitchell.  It’s impressive to note that 
just about every member of Herbie’s 
band has recordings in their own 
names, and has the ability to sellout 
a room with their music.  There 
were various segments throughout 
the set of straight-ahead jazz, 
blues, rock and funk.  Especially 
entertaining were performances 
where the ladies showed-off their 
vocal abilities on the blues-rocking 

Norway’s 2008 Silda Jazz Fest: 
Getting Stronger Every Year!

“When Love Comes to Town,” (B/B. 
King & U2,) and “A Song For You” 
which appeared on Hancock’s 
previous “Possibilities” album, 
written by Leon Russell and made 
famous by Donny Hathaway. The 
last two songs; “Cantelope Island” 
and the encore “Chameleon” were 
bombastic funk outings, especially 
on “Chameleon” were Herbie 
strapped on his over the shoulder 
keyboard, and jammed-on with each 
member of the band.  Just when I 
thought the show was over, and 
the members seemed to be heading 
off stage, Hancock went back to 
his huge-gorgeous Steinway, and 
extended “Chameleon” for another 
five minutes, thus making the 
encore run over fifteen minutes!  
Who marveled me most was bassist 
Holland, who was so in-synch with 
Hancock, and vice-versa, and it was 
cool to watch them lookout to each 
other and smile during mesmerizing 
instrumental segments. Last but not 
least, Herbie seemed to be having 
the time of his life, and seemingly 
enjoyed jamming with this world-
class band-mates. 
   Lee Ritenour set was (expectedly) 
a bit smooth, and boasted having the 
great Patrice Rushen on keyboards, 
plus Mel Davis on bass, and 
drummer Will Kennedy.  Perhaps 
I was spoiled, but having seen 
Hancock first, I felt disappointed 

with the interplay of Ritenour’s 
band. 
Luther Kent’s band featured band-
organizer H.R. Ziifle on guitar, 
bassist Glen LeBlanc, ex Tab 
Benoit drummer Allyn Robinson, 
and Bruce Elsensohn who 
consistently impresses me each 
time I hear his expressive piano 
workouts.  Luther was particularly 
in great form vocally, and on one 
evening Kent literally destructed 
The Irish Viking club!  One reason 
for Luther’s explosive vocal chop’s, 
could be that he has recently 
stopped smoking cigarettes, and I 
am very proud of Luther for doing 
that.  The Silda concert organizers 
must be happy with Luther Kent, 
as potential innuendos have already 
been whispered to having Luther 
back at Silda for an unprecedented 
three years in a row! 
As I wrote last year; Silda Jazz 
is a world class event; that cares 
well for its patrons, and also treats 
the performers royally.  Speaking 
of being well cared for, I would 
personally like to thank Silda 
Jazz’s Bjarne Dankel Jr., and press 
coordinator Unni Hilt for making 
my stay in Norway so very special!  
   

For the 2009 Festival lineup; 
keep checking

 http://www.sildajazz.no/english. 

 

 
 515 BROADWAY    DOBBS FERRY 10522 

  Holocaust    Remembrance    Program: 

SAVING   A   LIFE: 70 Years Later 

 

NOVEMBER 9  – NOVEMBER 14, 2008  between 9:30 -11:30  A.M.  

  

With cooperation of Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center Speakers Bureau, 

Greenburgh Hebrew Center and Rabbi Barry Kenter,  

the following survivors will speak to student groups and the community-at-large. 

(* =recommended for high school) 

 

! NOV 9 - SYLVIE LEDNICER born in Belgium, hidden by a Catholic family, 

returned to her grandmother after the war and came to the U.S. 

! NOV 12 - BETTINA GRAF born in Austria, experienced Kristallnacht in 1938,    

the “blitz” in London, and a torpedoed ship to the U.S. 

! NOV 13 - BETTY KNOOP * deported from Holland to Bergen-Belsen via the Dutch 

transit camp Westerbork (same camp as Anne Frank); established a new life after 

liberation by Soviets. 

! NOV 14 – ED LESSING * hid with his whole family 1942-45; joined resistance 

NOV 10 at 7:30 PM Interfaith Kristallnacht Remembrance Program, co-sponsored by 

Woodlands, featuring HELGA LUDEN, a German-born survivor who was hidden as a child 

in a convent in France.  She came to the U.S. from the Dominican Republic in 1946 and 

has been honored as a Woman of Valor. 

 

Admission is free, but reservat ions for groups are required by 

NOV. 3rd.         

           Plan for a two hour visit to include exhibit and speakers.   

Contact HELENE ALALOUF at 917-941-7577 or 
HAlalouf@aol.com 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY --  “No 
one should be alone on the Jewish 
High Holy Days” says Rita Rosen, 
producer of Temple Israel of 
New Rochelle’s radio broadcast, 
Congregation of the Air. To ensure 
that it is not the case, Rabbi 
Emeritus Amiel Wohl of Temple 
Israel and Rita Rosen a congregant 
and professional actress who have 
reached out by radio to Jews and 
Non Jews for 35 years will once 
again offer High Holiday as well as 
week-end services over the air this 
year. (Both pictured).
   Broadcast live directly from 
Temple Israel during High Holiday 
services, Congregation of the Air 
provides a unique radio program 
of religious services. Voice over 
commentary by Ms. Rosen enables 
listeners to visualize the religious 
services as though they are seated 
in the sanctuary of the 100 year-old 
congregation.
   WVOX 1460 AM and WVIP 
93.5 FM suspend their regular 
programs to bring the complete 
High Holy Days service on both 
Rosh Hashanah, the New Year, and 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. 
Despite the more extended services 
of the latter holiday, from the 
opening evening’s traditional Kol 
Nidre prayer to the final blasts of the 
shofar concluding the services the 
next day, worshipers and listeners 
can be part of the experience. 
   Letters from listeners have 

Temple Israel’s Congregation of the Air 
Broadcasts Holiday Services 

expressed praise and thankfulness 
for the opportunity to be part of the 
services.  From letters, “I cannot 
tell you what a comfort it was to 
me to able to listen to the services; 
Listening to the services before an 
operation brought me to a spiritual 
and peaceful level I never could 
have reached without them; the 
radio programs give warmth and 
understanding to those of us who 
offer prayers at home or in nursing 
homes, hearing you describe the 
sun shinning into the Sanctuary 
through the stained glass windows, 
I could almost project myself being 
present.  “
   Rosh Hashanah services are on 
Monday September 29 from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday morning 
September 30 from 10 a.m. to 
Noon.
   Yom Kippur services are on 
Wednesday October 9, from 5:00 
to 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 
9 from 10 a.m. to noon with the 
memorial/Neilah service from 
3:45 to 5:45 p.m. It is possible to 
memorialize a deceased loved one 
at the afternoon Kaddish service 
with names sent from the listening 
audience being mentioned on the 
radio station. Arrangements for this 
can be made by phoning the Temple 
office.
   The Congregation of the Air’s 
weekend broadcasts are described 
as being “for Worship, for Comfort, 
for Reflection, for Understanding,” 

all goals that are fulfilled with the 
varied scope of its programming. 
Broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday 
mornings on WVOX and on 
Sunday mornings on WVIP, week-
end topics focus on a range of 
Jewish themes and include special 
messages by Senior Rabbi Evan 
L. Goodman and Rabbi Wohl with 
commentaries and readings by Ms. 
Rosen.
   While some of the up-coming 
themes this Fall emphasize the 
weekly Torah portion or a current 
holiday, other topics highlight 
current events including, for 
example, “Resisting the Nation’s 
Decline” ( October 4 and 5) or the 
Saga of Russian Jewry (October 11 
and 12).

For additional information
on either 

the High Holiday programs 
or the 

weekend broadcasts, 
contact 

Rabbi Wohl 
at Temple Israel 
of New Rochelle.
914- 235 -1800.

http://www.sildajazz.no/english
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Roger Witherspoon is the automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

   It was that early time of morning 
when the sun is just sliding over 
the mountains and extending warm 
tendrils to the dark surface of the 
highway and breaking the lingering 
morning mist. The deer have trotted 
off to sleep off the night’s grazing, 
and it is too early for traffic to 
disturb the morning crickets.
   Which made it a perfect time 
to floor the pedal of the BMW 
X5, watch the gears seamlessly 
shift through six gears as the 
speedometer nudges past 120 and 
the New England roadway passes 
in a grey-green blur. This model 
had only a 3.0-liter, six-cylinder 
engine, but it could quickly top out 
at 130 miles per hour – more than 
enough for a morning jolt that was 
better than coffee. The only sounds 
were the mellow notes from Trane’s 
Blues wafting over the car’s 12 
speakers with the two subwoofers 
amplifying the bass line fro the 
single CD player.
   At times like this, it is easy 
to forget that the X5 is an SUV, 
essentially a small truck which, if 
it were not made by BMW with all 
wheel drive, roll-over and traction 
control, would have no business 
approaching triple digits. But then, 
BMWs are meant for those who 
like power and finesse, style and 
speed, and that tradition was not 
lost in the shift form a sports car to 
a small truck.
   But in the afternoon I was in a 
different mood. The sun was high, 
the heat was oppressive, and the 
highway was baking and covered 
with carbon-belching traffic while 
steam shimmered above 
the lakes not far from the 
road. The big, 4.4-liter V-8 
could push the Land Rover 
to about 125 miles per hour 
– but not at this time of day. 
Which meant it was time to 
leave civilization behind and 
roam.  So I turned the Land 
Rover LR3 off the highway, 
went down an embankment 
and followed a dirt track. 
I switched the navigation 
system to “off-road” mode, 
so its satellite system not 

Shifting Gears: The BMW X5 and Land Rover LR3
A Competing Pair of Super SUVs

By Roger Witherspoon

only tracked where I went, but 
would remember the trail and bring 
me back to the highway when the 
exploring was over. 
   It was no time for mellow. So 
I gave Coltrane a rest and slid 
Gerald Levert into the LR3’s six-
disc CD player, cranked up the 
550-watt, 14-speaker sound system 
till it reverberated off of the hills 
and followed the dirt and gravel 
road through a small, muddy, 
meandering  stream about a foot 
deep. Land Rovers began life as off 
road commercial trucks which were 
refined into luxury all-round SUVs. 
As a result, bounding through more 
than two feet of water or bumping 
over rocks and downed logs are jolts 
easily absorbed by the LR3’s air 
suspension. Levert never missed a 
beat during our forest ride, or when 
I bounced back onto the highway 
and continued home.
   If you have reached a point in 
life where you have need for a 
flexible SUV which, in a pinch, 
has three rows of seats, a bucket 
full of amenities, and a price tag of 
about $60,000 then the BMW X5 
and the Land Rover LR3 offer two 
distinctly different choices.
   If you are looking for style to 
tool around the city and its suburbs, 
then you will probably gravitate 
towards the X5. It has the svelte, 
angular, stealth fighter look of this 
generation of BMW vehicles, the 
kind regularly parked in front of 
the fancier restaurants. It is not 
the fastest in the fleet – the six 
cylinder engine cranks out only 
260 horsepower. BMW does offer a 

more powerful, 4.4 liter V-8 engine 
producing 350 horsepower, but that 
boosts the price by about $10,000. 
In either case, the X5 is an SUV 
designed to rule the roads.
   The X5 is intended for effortless 
driving in comfort. Gear shifts are 
seamless, and thee is no play at 
all in the leather steering wheel 
– the car responds instantly to the 
slightest turn. The SUV has an 
airy feel, primarily because of the 
panoramic sun roofs over the front 
and second row of seats. But the 
third row of seats, located at the 
push of a button in the cargo area, 
is designed for children only. It is 
difficult to get into, there is no real 
leg room, and a passenger more than 
six feet tall could only sit there with 
his head bowed in a permanent state 
of prayer. It is also plush, with thick 
leather seats and padding accented 
by real wood trim.
   This is also a car for the computer 
age, with virtually all functions 
controlled by BMW’s iDrive 
computer system. This system is not 
intuitive, and has a steep learning 
curve which older drivers might 
find daunting. But once you learn 
it, the system is comprehensive. 
It will pair up to four cell phones, 
for example, and recognize them as 
they come near the vehicle. 
   If you ask the computer for a traffic 
update, it will show the level of 
traffic on all the roads on your route 
and, upon request, will find you an 
alternate route around the major 
bottlenecks. The entertainment 
system in the test vehicle had an 
iPod connection, but no satellite 

radio, which is surprising in 
a vehicle in this price range. 
Generally, X5 buyers have to 
choose between satellites and 
iPods, though for a fee they 
can have both. 
   The designers of land Rover 
had a different concept in mind 
in crafting the LR3. It’s boxy, 
rugged exterior – resembling 
the Marlboro Man of vehicles 
– is an acquired taste. But the 
LR3 does not skimp in interior 
luxury – complete with leather 
seats and wood trim – or off 

road capability. On the highway, the 
LR3 also has traction and rollover 
control. At 5,700 pounds, the LR3 
outweighs the X5 by half a ton, but 
has a 300 horsepower engine to 
handle the extra load.
   Off road, the LR3 is not going to 
rule the woods – that’s still the top 
terrain of the Hummer and Xterra – 
but it does come close and has many 
of the capabilities of the larger and 
costlier Range Rover. The LR3 is 
capable of rolling figure 8’s on the 
side of a 45-degree slope, bounding 
over rocks or tree trunks without 
jarring the passengers or causing 
the CD to skip. 
   The designers at Land Rover, 
unlike their counterparts at BMW, 
put together vehicles for motorists 
who are more comfortable with 
show and tell than with computer 
simulation. As a result, if you want 
to drive over rocks or water, you 
look for those images on the dash, 
push the lever and the LR3-s drive 
systems shift accordingly. The 
same system also lets you lower the 
chassis to make it easier for people 
to get into or out of the car.
   The LCD screen in the dash is 
touch activated, which makes it 
easy to look at what you want and 
then order it. For entertainment, the 
LR3 has satellite radio and an iPod 
connection, as well as DVD and 
game players and individual screens 
inset into the rear of the front head 
rests. This allows the two second 
row passengers to simultaneously 
play different movies, or play a 
movie and a video game while 
wearing wireless headsets so they 

neither hear nor disturb the front and 
rear passengers who are listening to 
separate CDs.
   You still have to fold out the 
second row of seats to access the 
third row in the cargo area, but the 
LR3 has enough head and leg room 
to comfortably put two six-foot, 
six-inch passengers in the rear with 
room to spare.
   The Land Rover LR3 and BMW 
X5 provide two very different 
experiences for those who need 
an SUV to cover all their work 
and play needs. But if you match 
one to your lifestyle, you’ll 
have few reasons to complain.  

2008 BMW X5
MSRP: $59,975
EPA Mileage: 15 MPG City; 
21 MPG Highway
Towing Capacity: 6,000 Pounds
Top Speed: 130 MPH 
Performance/ Safety: 
   3.0-Liter DOHC 6-cylinder, 
magnesium/aluminum composite 
engine producing 260 horsepower 
and 225 pound/feet of torque; 
6-speed automatic transmission; 
full time all wheel drive with 
electronically controlled, front 
and rear torque split; stability and 
traction control; hill descent control; 
double wishbone front suspension; 
multilink rear suspension; 4-wheel, 
antilock ventilated disc brakes; 
xenon adaptive headlights; halogen 
foglights; driver and passenger’s 
front airbag; front and rear 
compartment head protection and 
side impact airbags; 19-inch cast 
alloy wheels. 

Interior/ Comfort: 
   AM/FM high fidelity radio with 12 
speaker sound system; CD player, 
USB port and iPod connection; 
panoramic sunroof; powered, 
leather seats; heated front seats. 

2008 Land Rover LR3 
MSRP: $60,450
EPA Mileage: 12 MPG City;
17 MPG Highway
Towing Capacity: 7,716 pounds
Top Speed: 124 MPH 
Performance/ Safety: 
4.4-Liter DOHC aluminum alloy V-8 
engine producing 300 horsepower 
and 315 pound/feet of torque; 
6-speed, electronically controlled, 
automatic transmission with manual 
mode; two-speed transfer gearbox; 
permanent four-wheel drive with 
locking torque converter; normal, 
sport, and command shift manual 
modes; 4-wheel anti-lock disc 
brakes; electronic air suspension 
with automatic load leveling; dual 
front  and thorax air bags for driver 
and front passenger; side curtain 
airbags for second and third rows; 
19-inch alloy wheels. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM/XM satellite radio; iPod 
connection; 6-disc CD player; iPod 
and MP3 conection; 550 Harmon 
Kardon sound system with 14 
speakers and 2 subwoofers; 2 DVD 
players with wireless headphones 
and headrest screens; touch screen, 
on and off-road navigation system; 
3-row sunroof; leather seats with 
wood trim.
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Jacob Burns Film Center
364 Manville Road, Pleasantville, NY
Exit 30 Saw Mill Pkwy N/Exit 29 S
Info-Line: 914.747.5555

Tickets available online at www.burnsfilmcenter.org 

For info and group sales call 914.773.7663

Box Office Hours:
4 pm weekdays and 11am weekends 

Jacob Burns Film Center is a 501(c)3  
nonprofit film and education organization 

Special Event         

Blogging, YouTube, email, and Internet viral campaigns have now joined TV commercials as essential influences in the 
process of electing an American president. But what does that mean? Does the proliferation of unfettered media 
represent an expansion of the democratic process—a boon for Everyman participation—or has it created a new Wild 
West where anything goes? Or both? Are we more informed...or more manipulated? Join our panel for a discussion on 
navigating the Brave New World of electioneering, circa 2008. It’s an evening of commercials and Internet clips from the 
Obama/McCain contest interspersed with conversation, speculation, and interpretation as we try to sort it all out. An 
entertaining, provocative guide to this moment in American political history.

 Tickets: $9 (members), $13 (nonmembers)

Presented in collaboration with League of Women Voters of Westchester 
The League of Women Voters®, a nonpartisan grassroots organization, encourages 
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding 
of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and 
advocacy. Membership is open to all citizens of voting age. (www.lwvwestchester.org)

Clips and panel discussion THURS., SEPT. 18 at 8:00 pm

THE NEW “SELLING OF THE PRESIDENT” 2008

PANEL
David Schwartz, chief curator, Museum of the Moving Image, where he curated the exhibit 
The Living Room Candidate: Presidential Campaign Commercials 1952-2004 (www.livingroomcandidate.org)
Allison Fine, author of Rebooting America and CEO of E-Volve Foundation
Micah Sifry, author, activist, and teacher, is the co-founder and executive editor of Personal Democracy Forum, 
which explores the way the new networked world intersects with politics
Steve Apkon, executive director, Jacob Burns Film Center
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Dear EarthTalk: 
What’s the story with animal 
cloning? Is the meat industry really 
cloning animals now to “beef up” 
production?     -- Frank DeFazio, 
Sudbury, MA 

   Cloning has been controversial ever 
since Scottish scientists announced 
in 1996 that they had cloned their 
first mammal, a sheep they named 
Dolly. While Dolly lived a painful, 
arthritic life and died prematurely, 
possibly due to the imperfections of 
cloning, industry nonetheless began 
seeking out ways to capitalize on 
the new technology. Meanwhile, 
critics bemoan cloning as immoral 
and a potential health and safety 
risk, given the as-yet-unknown 
consequences of eating foods 
generated in this way. 
In January 2008, the 
U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
approved the sale of 
cloned animals and 
their offspring for food, 
despite fierce opposition 
from animal welfare 
and consumer advocacy 
groups, environmental 
organizations, some 
members of Congress, 
and many consumers. 
   “Our evaluation is that 
the food from cloned 
animals is as safe as the 
food we eat every day,” 
said Stephen Sundlof, the 
FDA’s chief of veterinary 
medicine. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has asked 
that producers withhold 
cloned animals, but not 
their offspring, from 
the food supply while farmers, 
processors, grocery stores and 
restaurants decide how they will 
respond to the FDA’s landmark 
decision. 
   Unsurprisingly, industry groups 
also argue that beef and milk from 
cloned animals is safe to consume. 
They cite a 2005 University of 
Connecticut study, which concluded 
that beef and milk from cloned cows 
did not pose any health or safety 
threats to people consuming it. But 
critics say that the oft-cited single 
study was far too limited to yield any 
meaningful conclusions: Milk and 
beef was taken from just six cloned 
animals, and the study did not take 

“In January 2008, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the sale of cloned animals and their 
offspring for food, despite opposition from animal and consumer advocacy groups, environmental organizations, 

some members of Congress, and many consumers. Many major food producers say they won’t use cloned 
animals in their products.” Photo courtesy of “Getty Images.”
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From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine

into account whether clones were 
more susceptible to infection or 
other microbial problems, as many 
scientists suspect. Other researchers 
have noted severe deformities in 
many cloned animals, as well as a 
higher incidence of reproductive, 
immune and other health problems. 
   The Washington, DC-based Center 
for Food Safety, in a petition it filed 
in late 2006, declared: “The available 
science shows that cloning presents 
serious food safety risks, animal 
welfare concerns and unresolved 
ethical issues that require strict 
oversight.” The group announced 
on September 2, 2008 that 20 
leading U.S. food producers—
including Kraft Foods, General 
Mills, Gerber/Nestle, Campbell’s 
Soup and Ben and Jerry’s—will 

not use cloned animals in their 
products. “The move by these 
companies represents a growing 
industry trend of responding to 
consumer demand for better food 
safety, environmental and animal 
welfare standards,” the group said 
in making the announcement. 
   Given the FDA’s green light, 
consumers’ only hope of avoiding 
cloned animal products may be 
to appeal to businesses directly 
not to peddle such items. The 
Pennsylvania-based American Anti-
Vivisection Society, which opposes 
all forms of animal research and 
testing, has mounted a campaign to 
urge McDonald’s to forego cloned 

animals in its 30,000 restaurants 
worldwide. 
Contacts: U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration, www.fda.gov; 
Center for Food Safety, www.
centerforfoodsafety.org; American 
Anti-Vivisection Society, www.
aavs.org. 
Got An Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 
5098, Westport, CT 06881; or direct 
e-mail to: earthtalk@emagazine.
com.

Dear EarthTalk: 
I’ve read that household cleaners 
contain cancer-causing toxic 
ingredients. What should I do, then, 
to keep my house clean but also safe 
for my kids?  -- Christine Stewart, 

via e-mail 

   While much of the research is 
mixed or inconclusive, a variety 
of human and animal studies have 
linked chemicals common in 
household cleaning products with a 
wide range of health risks. 
   The most offensive common 
ingredients, according to a 2006 
study by the University of California 
Berkeley and Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory, are ethylene-
based glycol, used commonly 
as a water-soluble solvent in 
cleaning agents and classified as a 
hazardous air pollutant by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), and terpenes, a class of 
chemicals found in lemon, pine 
and orange oils that can morph into 
carcinogenic compounds when they 
mix with ground-level ozone. 
   Also, chlorine, often labeled 
as “sodium hypochlorite” or 
“hypochlorite,” is almost ubiquitous 
in household cleaners, unfortunately 
for the inhabitants of many homes. 
Breathing in its fumes can irritate 
the lungs, and as such poses a 
serious health risk to those with 
pre-existing heart or respiratory 
problems. 
   According to the non-profit 
Cancer Prevention Coalition, 
some other problematic chemicals 

found in many household cleaners 
include crystalline silica, an irritant 
to the eyes and lungs and a likely 
carcinogen, and butyl cellosolve, 
which has been linked to kidney 
and liver problems and is reportedly 
toxic to forming cells. The group 
lists dozens of other potentially 
dangerous ingredients in household 
products on the “Hazardous 
Ingredients in Household Products” 
PDF available for free on its 
website. 
   Gaiam, a leading purveyor of 
green household and lifestyle items, 
reports that the average American 
household contains between three 
and 25 gallons of toxic materials, 
mostly in the form of household 
cleaners filled with petrochemical 
solvents designed to dissolve dirt. 

The company bemoans the fact that 
no law requires cleaning products 
manufacturers to list ingredients on 
their labels or to test their products 
for safety, leaving it up to consumers 
to make sure their homes are not 
only clean, but also non-toxic. 
   Luckily there are plenty of 
“greener” alternatives now widely 
available from manufacturers like 
Gaiam, Earth Friendly Products, 
Citra-Solv, Ecover, Mrs. Meyers, 
Sun and Earth, SimpleGreen, 
Method, and Seventh Generation, 
among many others. Even big 
players are getting in on the act. 
Clorox recently released a new line 
of home cleaning products under 
the Green Works label to attract a 
greening clientele. 
   For those so inclined, making your 
own green cleaning solutions is easy 
and cheap. According to The Green 
Guide, consumers can “circumvent 
the armada of commercial cleaners” 
by keeping handy an ample supply 
of eight ingredients for nearly every 
do-it-yourself cleaning job: baking 
soda, borax, distilled white vinegar, 
hydrogen peroxide, lemons, olive 
oil, vegetable-based (liquid castile) 
soap, and washing soda. 

Contacts: Cancer Prevention 
Coalition, www.preventcancer.
com; Gaiam, www.gaiam.com; 
Earth Friendly Products, www.
ecos.com; Citra-Solv  www.citra-
solv.com; Ecover, www.ecover.
com; Clorox Green Works, www.
greenworkscleaners.com; Mrs. 
Meyers, www.mrsmeyers.com; 
Sun and Earth, www.sunandearth.
com; Seventh Generation, 
www.seventhgeneration.com; 
SimpleGreen, www.simplegreen.
com; Method Green Home Care 
Products, www.methodhome.com. 

Got An Environmental Question? 
Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. 

Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; or 
direct e-mail to:

 earthtalk@emagazine.com

real journalists. 
   Quite the contrary to the 
cowardice of Oberman, this footage 
in all its horror, should be required 
viewing especially for students, 
but unquestionably for media-
wannabes, such as Oberman and 
real newscasters. They should try 
to hone their craft and develop their 
reporting skills by utilizing the 
extraordinary 
footage that 
exists from 
9-11. I have 
watched it 
so many 
times until 
it just hurts. 
As is said, 
those that 
don’t study 
history are 
destined to 
repeat it. And 
morons like  
O b e r m a n  
that think another attack will not 
happen again are delusional. Their 
hatred of President Bush and the 
Republicans, with their skewed 
reporting, will only ensure we go 
through this type of hell again as 
they continue to slant their stories 
and avoid real facts. By the way, 
my money is on an attack shortly 
after the next president is elected, 
regardless who wins the position.
   The Westchester County 
Hazardous Materials Response 
Team, of which I am a twenty-five 
year member, responded to NYC in 
the late morning with many other 
fire, police and emergency services 
organizations. Disappointingly, 
I remember it all like it was 
yesterday. Many units responded 
by what’s called “self-dispatch,” 
where they go to the scene without 
being requested. Fortunately, none 
of those units were volunteer 
departments from Westchester 
County. We were asked to stage 
in The Bronx and we did just that, 

Patriot’s Day

staged in The Bronx. My son, quite 
a bit younger at the time, asked me 
on the phone if I were near Yankee 
Stadium. I told him we were and 
then he commented that he hadn’t 
seen me on TV yet and would 
I be on soon? It provided me a 
momentary breather of relief to an 
extraordinary situation, making me 
smile and later recount the story to 

my colleagues. But we were close 
enough to smell the burning of 
flesh, jet fuel and the buildings.
   As no commercial air traffic and 
an occasional military plane flew 
overhead, the skies above us were 
eerily silent. We only saw AWACS 
flying patrol above us and heard the 
thunderous roar of the fighter jets, 
invisible to the naked eye, as they 
protected the tri-state area. 
   The neighborhood we were in, 
dazed by what had happened, was 
silent. People dared not come out 
of the safety of their homes. We 
all shared their feeling of being  
violated. The mood was somber 
and tense, as many responders  
utilized dark humor during this 
tragedy. There was some traffic on 
the roadways, mostly people frantic 
to get to the safety of their homes 
and loved ones. But for some of 
us, responding as we were, this 
was home. It’s what we do when 
someone dials 9-1-1, and this time 
America dialed 9-1-1.
   Most responders in emergency 
services have had some type of anti-
terrorism training and understand 
how the attack scenario may play 
out. Many in the media will “pooh-
pooh” this information and won’t 
hesitate to broadcast it in an effort 
to scoop their colleagues, not 
caring whose life they compromise. 
How many times have we heard 
of information, operations and 
lives being jeopardized because 
an overzealous reporter thinks this 
can make their career take off? Too 
many! 
   When we hear of any government 
official that makes a covert trip to a 
sensitive area, such as Iraq, we’re all 
amazed afterwards wondering how 
did they ever pull that off? However 
it was done doesn’t matter, but the 
likes of Keith Oberman will be the 
first to complain that the president, 
for instance, should have said 
something, was being disingenuous, 
or simply wrong for not announcing 
this so the press could cover it. I 
don’t believe any politician, looking 
to do the “right thing”, cares if it is 
announced. Although, democratic 
nominee Barak Obama, made quite 
the circus out of going overseas 
with the help of the media.
   As we begin to see some light at 
the end of the tunnel in Iraq, our 
next president and vice-president 
will still be dealing with terrorism, 
the economy and jobs, and so on. 
The people who have lost loved 
ones during the attack or because 
of it will probably never fully heal 
from 9-11. To wish them a Happy 
Patriot’s Day almost seems an 
insult. With the utmost respect and 
admiration for your loss, I, we at 
the Westchester Times Tribune, and 
the Yonkers Tribune not only salute 
you, but pray for you. 
   God bless you, your families and 
America, the greatest nation on the 
earth.
   May we never forget.
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Burtis Construction
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A day of non-stop FREE entertainment for the whole family!

Join the Celebration!

Presented by the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront BID
in association with Mayor Philip Amicone
and the City of Yonkers

Join Us for Our 16th Annual Riverfront Festival

Saturday, September 13
BEGINNING AT NOON AT THE YONKERS WATERFRONT

Bennett Kielson Storch DeSantis Division

M E D I A  S P O N S O R S

Rising
Development

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

A D M I T  O N E
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www.YonkersRiverfest.com
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EMPIRECITYGAMING.COMEXIT 2 NY STATE THRUWAY

The Jackpot Next Door. 
SM

Must be 18 years of age or older to play video gaming machines or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.
Offer valid while supplies last. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotions at any time.

Get Pumped. Again.
It’s back by popular demand. We’re giving away $100,000 

in free gas Wednesdays in September. Visit the 
Promotions Booth for details.

• 5,300 Video Gaming Machines           • Live Entertainment          • Fine Dining          • Live Harness Racing
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