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YONKERS, NY – The moment 
notice of Yonkers First Deputy 
Clerk Barbara Flatley’s retirement 
from office became official the 
final push to replace her began in 
earnest. The City Clerk position is 
designated by each respective party 
for a five-year term. Joan Deierlein 
holds the City Clerk position under 
the Republican Party mantle; 
Barbara Flatley under the Democrat 
mantle, and Vincent Spano under 
the Conservative mantle. At issue 
now, is who will replace the well-
respected and amiable character of 
City Clerk Flatley.
   There are so many, it may be best 
to conduct the listing in alphabetical 
order.
Symra Brandon, a former Yonkers 
City Councilmember is high 
on the list of contenders,   She 
is supported and promoted by 
Yonkers Democrat City Committee 
Chairman and Westchester County 
Board Legislator Ken Jenkins, NYS 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick, and Yonkers 
City Councilmember Patricia 
McDow. Touted as she is by the 

aforementioned political luminaries 
of her party, it is disappointing to 

have any and all of them promoting 
her appointment. Brandon is an 
archaic relic of the past, espousing 
agenda colored and biased by 
race, distant for the demands and 
resolutions required of today’s 
enlightened political protagonist.
   Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick is leaning toward 
supporting Brandon as a too little, 
too late gesture to remediate his 
central role in dismissing McDow 
as Yonkers City Council Majority 
Leader for Sandy Annabi.
   Ray Galinski, an up and coming 
new face among local Democrats 

whose most recent effort for political 
office was dashed by Yonkers City 
Councilmember Joan Gronowski 
is a solid foot soldier who suffers 
from a lack of political seasoning. 
He is not yet ready for the job.
   Letty Intervallo is a former 
registered Republican, who 
had switched affiliation to the 
Independent line. She was recently 
overheard by Yonkers Tribune 
acid-tongued bloggers allegedly 
and corroborated to be discussing 
and planning her effort with 
best friend Dhyalma Vasquez, 
and Giulio Cavallo, both of the 
Westchester County Independents 
Party, and Sam Zherka, publisher 
of The Westchester Guardian 
who arrived at the table as Ms. 
Intervallo departed for another 
table of friends. Intervallo has 
earned a reputation and baggage 
because of her affiliation and duties 
with former Mayor John Spencer, 
former Spencer Chief of Staff 
Kathy Spring-Spencer, former 
NYS Senator Nick Spano, and 
former Westchester County District 
Attorney Jeannine Pirro. Her past 

   When news broke yesterday that 
Republican presidential candidate 
John McCain had named little-
known Governor Sarah Palin 

McCain’s VP Choice is a 
Woman – and a  

Post-Denominationalist
By John Allen Jr.

This news analysis first appeared in the National Catholic Reporter - 
NCRonline.org.

of Alaska as his running mate, 
religion writers across the country 
and the curious in the blogosphere 

YORKTOWN, NY -- Yorktown 
Republican Committee Chairperson 
Serafina Mastro last week called on 
99th Assembly District candidate 
John Degnan to stop the profane and 
undignified tone of his campaign 

Degnan Staffers Continue to be Crude and Rude
For Second Time in a Month, Assembly Campaign Gives the Middle Finger to Constituents

Photo of Degnan and DiFrancesco courtesy of Matt Neuringer.Photo of DiFrancesco at North County News debate courtesy  
of Matt Neuringer.

Photo of Castelli outside Southeast Town Hall courtesy of Dwight Yee.

against Assemblyman Greg Ball.
   A shocking new photo taken last 
week by former Ball campaign 
staffer Matt Neuringer at the debate 
held at the Yorktown Stage, shows 
Degnan’s new campaign manager, 

Rob DiFrancesco, giving the 
middle finger to a voter.  This is the 
second time in the past month that 
a senior Degnan staffer was caught 
red-fingered committing such a 
disgraceful and disturbing act.  

   In late July, Degnan’s press 
secretary, Denis Castelli, gave the 
one fingered-salute to Southeast 
Town Councilman Dwight Yee at a 
press conference. Castelli has since 
left the Degnan campaign.

   “Just when you think John 
Degnan’s nasty campaign can’t 
get any more despicable, they 
find a way to sink to a new low,” 
Neuringer said.  “It’s clear that Mr. 
Degnan and his team have no shame 

whatsoever.”
   Mastro and other town committee 
members were standing directly 
behind Neuringer as he took the 
photo, and saw the event transpire. 

YONKERS, NY -- Timothy J. 
Rooney, the third son of Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ founding father Art Rooney, 
Sr. and for 36 years president of 
Yonkers Raceway, now “Empire 
City Gaming at Yonkers Raceway,” 
has been elected to harness racing’s 
highest honor, 
the Living 
Hall of Fame.
   Under 
R o o n e y ’ s 
stewardship, 
Empire City 
has become 
one of the 
p r e m i e r 
entertainment 
facilities in 
the country. 
Rooney, also 
a longtime 
breeder of 
Standardbred 
horses, was 
selected in 
b a l l o t i n g 
conducted primarily among 
members of the U. S. Harness 
Writers Association, and is joined 
by Tom Crouch and Alan Leavitt, 
two titans of the Standardbred 
breeding ranks from Kentucky, and 
longtime harness publicists and 
advocates John Berry and Leon 

Timothy J. Rooney 
Elected to 

Harness Racing’s
Living

Hall of Fame
Zimmerman, who were added to 
the Communicators Hall of Fame.
   Rooney earned his accolades 
chiefly for his leadership of Yonkers 
Raceway, just north of New York 
City. At one time, Yonkers, along 
with Long Island “cousin” Roosevelt, 

were the 
premier tracks 
in the sport; 
when fortunes 
turned, Rooney 
s t e a d f a s t l y 
r e j e c t e d 
offers to sell 
the valuable 
property and 
kept Yonkers 
racing. With 
the coming of 
video gaming 
machines, the 
track once 
again offers 
t o p - l e v e l 
purses and 
attracts premier 

horses for its signature races, 
including the Yonkers Trot and the 
Art Rooney Pace.
   Earlier this year, the New York 
chapter of the USHWA selected 
Rooney as its “Man of the Half 
Century.”

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Oscar 
Winning Actor Denzel Washington 
joined Mount Vernon Mayor 
Clinton I. Young, Jr. at City Hall 
to support 
the Save 
Our Sports 
in i t i a t ive . 
A press 
conference 
was held 
T u e s d a y , 
August 26th 
at Mount 
Vernon City 
Hall to draw 
a t t e n t i o n 
to the need 
to preserve 
s c h o o l 
s p o r t s 
programs . 
Earlier this 
month, Mr. 
Washington 
d o n a t e d 
$100,000 of his own money to 
SOS.  
   “Denzel Washington has a long 
history in the City of Mount Vernon. 
When I brought the plight of our 
students to his attention, Denzel 
immediately wanted to help. The 
$100,000 he donated to SOS was 
a catalyst for additional resources 
that lead to the restoration of fall 
sports. The City of Mount Vernon 

Mayor Young Joined by 
Denzel Washington in 

Support Save Our 
Sports Program

is extremely grateful to Denzel 
Washington for his incessant 
dedication to our young people.”   
   During the news conference, 

M a y o r 
Y o u n g 
and Mr. 
Washington 
w e r e 
joined by 
members of 
the Mount 
Vernon City 
C o u n c i l , 
the Mount 
V e r n o n 
Educational 
Foundation 
and the 
Board of 
Education. 
The defeat 
of the 
M o u n t 
V e r n o n 
s c h o o l 

budget forced the district into an 
austerity spending plan. As a result, 
interscholastic sports program were 
eliminated for the 2008-09 school 
year. Mayor Young immediately 
called upon Denzel Washington, 
Chicago Bulls star Ben Gordon 
and others Mount Vernon notables 
to come together in support of the 
sports program. The Mayor Young’s 

BRONXVILLE, NY -- Camber 
Press has announced the publication 
of Robert Masterson’s fascinating 
collection entitled Artificial Rats 
and Electric Cats: Commu-
nications from Transitional China, 
1985-1986. This mixture of poetry 
and short prose pieces chronicles 
a handful of American students’ 
adventures in China pre-Tiananmen 
Square protests. Masterson is an 
award-winning journalist and poet.
   In light of the recently concluded 
Beijing Olympics, world-traveled 
writer Robert Masterson brings 
us this collection of eighteen 
prose and verse pieces based on 
his experiences in transitional 

New Robert 
Masterson 

Title 
Released

hhhtp://www.NCRonline.org


SEPTEMBER 4, 2008PAGE 2 WESTCHESTER TIMES TRIBUNE

Letters • Op-Ed • Radio
On
the

Level 
with

Hezi Aris
on 

WVOX
1460 AM 

Radio

WESTCHESTER  
TIMES TRIBUNE LLC

55 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10701-2739

Tel: 1-914 / 378.1433,  
ext 235

Fax: 1-914 / 378.0008

Published every Thursday.
 

WTTeditor@gmail.com  

Co-Publishers
Hezi Aris

Joseph F. Spiezio, III

Editor-in-Chief
Hezi Aris

Managing Editor
Tom Bock

Columnists:
Cam Bock

Jim Thomas
Dr. Ed U. Cator
Zuri A. Stanback
Diane M. Grassi
Peggy Godfrey
Anthony Greco
Bob Marrone
Joe Klock, Sr.
Henry J. Stern

Roger Witherspoon
Martin McGloin

Richie Nestro
William O’Shaughnessy
Barbara Barton Sloane

Vox Populi
Bob Weir

Andy Wainer
Pastor Anthony Iovine

Marilyn Elie
Kelly Fincham
Richard Cooper

Gail Farrelly
 

Columns by Politicians
 Paul Feiner
Jeff Klein

George Latimer
Mary C. Marvin
Noam Bramson

Thomas Abinanti
Sandy Galef

Andrea Stewart-Cousins

Advertising Sales
Darryl Walker
Jay Santiago
Production

Production / Art Director
Frank Shevetone

Your World, 
Our Beat; 
Now You 
Know!

Subscribe to
Westchester Times 

Tribune.
Annual Subscription 

$39
Direct your  
credit card  

subscription order to
WTTsubscription@

gmail.com

From Page 1

New York Civic

NEW ROCHELLE, NY – Listen 
to the On the Level with Hezi Aris 
call-in program on WVOX-1460 
AM radio this and every Tuesday. 
The show is heard live by way of 
streaming audio technology on your 
computer, from 10:00 am through 
11:00 am. 
   For those who can’t get enough 
radio, consider listening to Hezi 
Aris every Monday and Thursday, 
at 8:30 am, as he discusses events 
impacting Westchester politics 
with Bob Marrone, host of Good 
Morning, Westchester. Join Bob 
Marrone every day from 6:00 am 
through 9:00 am during your daily 
commute from Monday through 
Friday.
   The call-in talk show format 
invites your perspective; share your 
thoughts. Call us at 914-636-0110. 
Those who call are asked to please 
stay on topic.

Like Klockwork

dalliance with one-time political 
acquaintance Dhyalma Vasquez 
and Giulio Cavallo should spoil 
any chance for contention, but then 
again, this situation may explain 
somewhat the dysfunction within 
Yonkers.
   Ann Muro was one-time leader 
stripped from her leadership role by 
Jeannie Pallozolla, Pauline Galvin, 
and Ken Jenkins, reduced in the 

process to needing a job and being 
dismissed by a cruel process.
   Ira Goldman, a former Democrat 
Party member, mover and shaker, 
who hads become adept at being a 
consummate “a** kisser.”
   Bill Knuckles, a former Yonkers 
City Councilmember, is a re-tread 
who has lost his luster in today’s 
political climate.
   Dennis Robertson, former 

Yonkers City Councilmember, has 
little support among the party and 
less so on the present Yonkers City 
Council.
   Bob Stauf,  President the 3rd 
Precinct Community Council, has 
worked for years to diligently be 
recognized for his efforts on behalf 
of the Democrat Party to no avail.
The upcoming City Clerk 
designation is the barometer 

To the Editor: 
   One of the most important votes 
for Westchester County residents 
in decades was held on Friday, 
August 8th in Albany. It was to pass 
a bill to create a 4% cap on local 
tax increases as a first step toward 
slowing the growth of property 
taxes in New York State.  Governor 
David Paterson and Nassau County 
Executive Tom Suozzi, Chairman 
of the New York State Property 
Tax Commission, advocated the bi-
partisan bill, and I have been one its 
strongest proponents in New York 
State, vocally challenging elected 
leaders in both parties to support it. 
   I support the tax cap and 
spending reform in Albany because 
Westchester County families, 
senior citizens and small businesses 
are getting squeezed by runaway 
property taxes with no end in sight.  
They include many people I know 
and care about. Westchester County 
pays the highest property taxes 
in New York State and the third 
highest property taxes in America. 
We need relief. 
   Seventy-four percent of New 
Yorkers agree that the tax cap is 
a good idea, but special interest 
organizations have done everything 
they can to block the cap. They have 
spent well over a million dollars on 
television and radio threatening 
legislators to vote against it. One 
union withdrew its support from 
every member of the New York 
State Senate who agreed with 
Governor Paterson and supported 
the tax cap. 
   State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer 
not only went along with the special 
interests in fighting the cap, she 

Letters to the Editor
missed the vote entirely because 
she was vacationing in Alaska. 
She also missed a vote that day to 
provide $3 billion in mandate relief 
to local districts, something we’ve 
been asking for for decades. Every 
other senator from Westchester 
County was in Albany on August 
8th for the special summer session. 
Where Senator Oppenheimer was is 
not the issue though. What matters 
most is that she has been directly 
working against the interests of 
her Westchester constituents. They 
need Governor Paterson’s tax relief 
plan, and Senator Oppenheimer 
worked to kill it. As the Journal 
News reported last week, Senator 
Oppenheimer was rewarded for her 
opposition to the tax cap with an 
endorsement from one of the major 
special interest groups.  Equally 
outrageous was her support for 
Governor Spitzer’s 2007 budget 
which rewarded $70 million in high 
tax aid to Long Island and only $1.2 
million to Westchester. It begs the 
question: Who’s sticking up for 
Westchester? 
  New York State is in dire 
fiscal condition from years of 
irresponsible taxing and spending 
practices by legislators from both 
political parties.  New York has 
been badly mismanaged and long-
term incumbents must be held 
responsible for it.  
   It is becoming increasingly clear 
that we cannot keep sending the 
same people to Albany and expect 
different results. 

Sincerely, 
 Liz Feld
Candidate for the New York State 

Senate 37th District 

Dear Editor,
 
   Albany is dysfunctional. Fighting 
the status quo is not easy, but 
Assemblyman Greg Ball is making 
progress every day.
   Time and time again, Assemblyman 
Ball has stood up to the insiders 
by refusing to carry their huge tax 
increases, demanding they curb 
wasteful spending, and fighting to 
reform our broken tax structure. 
   Recently, Greg Ball voted to help 
take tax property taxes out of the 
school funding formula by voting 
for the STAR circuit breaker. 
Endorsed by the New York State 
Taxpayers Union, the Alliance for 
Quality Education and the New 
York State Teachers Union, the 
STAR circuit breaker is part of 
the answer to the dilemma we face 
of supporting local education or 
keeping our homes.
   When he voted for the STAR 
program, Assemblyman Ball again 
displayed his true colors as a 
taxpayer watchdog and reformer. 
He supported giving us immediate 
property tax relief, and I support 
sending him back to Albany.
 
Sincerely,
 Denise Cavuoto
Mahopac, NY 

Dear Editor,
 
   I write as a New York citizen, 
taxpayer, and voter. Young people 
like my children who are starting 
out cannot afford to stay here and 
that is why we need statewide 

school funding reform.
Assemblyman Greg Ball is fighting 
for permanent tax relief with a 
plan to cap our repressive property 
taxes and limit the growth in the 
property tax levy to 4 percent or to 
120 percent of the rate of inflation, 
whichever is less. 
   On average, 62% of our property 
taxes are school taxes. The school 
funding crisis continues, forcing 
long-time residents in my area to 
leave because of high property 
taxes. Property tax levies are 
rising at more then twice the rate 
of inflation and salary growth, but 
the solution is in sight, thanks to the 
efforts of reform-minded legislators 
like Greg Ball. 
  The New York Property Tax Cap 
Coalition, which includes the 
Business Council of Westchester, 
the Westchester County Association, 
the Westchester Chamber of 
Commerce and numerous other 
organizations, has endorsed the 
property tax cap model advocated by 
Assemblyman Ball. The New York 
State Commission on Property Tax 
Reform, headed by Nassau County 
Executive Tom Suozzi, has also 
held that a property tax cap is the 
most important measure currently 
before the legislature.
   Assemblyman Ball is fighting for 
us to enact the property tax cap now, 
and he continues to hold Albany 
accountable on passing statewide 
school funding reform. 
 
John Claudet
Pawling, NY

Intrigue Surrounds Applicants for Yonkers City Clerk
by which continued political 
positioning will define the direction 
Yonkers is taking in its division of 
power and money. The process has 
revealed that there are none among 
the applicants qualified for this 
position.  
   Whomever the choice, with 
Joan Deierlein expected to be out 
undergoing recuperative surgery 
from between 60 to 90 days, it will 

be important with only City Clerk 
Vincent Spano able to oversee 
the integration of a “newbie” into 
the midst, that the Yonkers City 
Council is completely aware of the 
circumstances about which they 
must make a decisive vote.  

NEW yoRK, NY -- With regard to 
term limits, we sent you an article 
yesterday evening, whose subject 
was “Save Our Seats.” This was 
the headline: Term Limit Debate Is 
Rekindled, Mayor Suffers Victor’s 
Remorse as Day of Departure 
Draws Nigh.
   If you do not have it before you 
and would like to read it, link to 
NYCivic492. 
   You may have the time or 
inclination over the Labor Day 
weekend to look into this matter 
further. If you do, you can link 
to any of several articles on the 
subject which we found interesting 
and have collected for you. 
   Aug 27, New York Sun, MAYOR: 
TERM LIMITS LENGTH IS 
A QUESTION FOR DEBATE. 
By Benjamin Sarlin. “Mayor 
Bloomberg’s dance around the city’s 
term limits law shows no signs of 
ending, as he said yesterday that the 
question of allowing a third term is 
one that is worthy of debate.” 
   Aug 28, New York Times, IN 
SURVEY, COUNCIL MEMBERS 
FAVOR TERM-LIMIT CHANGE, 
By Michael Barbaro and David W. 
Chen, “A majority of New York 
Council members support – or are 
open to – overturning the term limit 
law that will force most of them and 
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg from 

Eight is Enough
Term Limits Have Widened Gene Pool for New York City Council

By Henry J. Stern

office in 16 months, according to a 
telephone survey conducted by The 
New York Times.” 
   Aug 29, New York Times, TOP 
BLOOMBERG DEPUTIES ARE 
SAID TO OPPOSE ANY PLAN TO 
SEEK A THIRD TERM. Internal 
Misgivings About Trying to Revise 
the Term-Limits Law. By Michael 
Barbaro, “As he weighs a bid to 
rewrite New York City’s term limits, 
Mayhor Michael R. Bloomberg is 
encountering an unlikely group of 
opponents: his own aides.
   “Three of Mr. Bloomberg’s most 
trusted advisors – Deputy Mayors 
Edward Skyler, Patricia E. Harris 
and Kevin Sheekey – have confided 
to associates that they oppose 
revising the city’s election laws 
so that he can seek a third term, 
according to people familiar with 
the conversations.” 
   New York Aug 29, Sun, op-
ed piece, By Randy Mastro, 
BLOOMBERG’S CHOICE: 
“Mayor Bloomberg risks irreparably 
tainting his brand by so blatantly 
reversing himself and ignoring the 
will of the people on term limits.” 
   This controversy is likely to 
bubble along for some time, as some 
Council members, like passengers 
on the Titanic or other threatened 
vessels, struggle desperately to 
escape from the rising waters. They 

need a rope to crawl off the sinking 
ship. As luck would have it, the 
two people who could hear their 
cries, the Mayor and the Speaker, 
have promised publicly for seven 
years to let the old barge sink, as 
the people of the province have 
twice voted. Although the Speaker 
does not oppose a change in the 
law, she has often said she believes 
such a change must come from the 
electorate, not from the Council 
itself.
   It would require an embarrassing 
repudiation of seven years of 
public statements, now known as 
a flip-flop and possibly punishable 
at the polls, for the two to abort 
term limits just when the program 
is about to become effective by 
sweeping the flotsam and jetsam 
off the boat, leaving a leaner and 
cleaner ship with a new captain 

and dozens of fresh crew members. 
The better Councilmembers seek 
higher office, the less able return to 
their nonprofits or, God forbid, the 
private sector.
   The irony here is that most of 
the current cohort of Councilmen 
and Councilwomen hold their seats 
only because their predecessors 
were forced from office in 2001 by 
the term limits law. In some cases, 
the new members are, literally, 
descendants of the old ones; Peter 
F. Vallone, Jr. in Queens, the former 
Speaker’s son, is the most prominent 
of the younger generation, which 
includes Diane Foster of the Bronx, 
daughter of her predecessor, Rev. 
Wendell Foster, and Erik Martin 
Dilan of Brooklyn, son of former 
Councilman (now State Senator), 
Martin Malave Dilan. 
   Joel Rivera, elected Majority 
Leader at the age of 22 in his first 
month on the Council - January 
2002 - is the son of former 
Councilman (now Assemblyman 
and Bronx County Democratic 
leader) Jose Rivera and brother of 
Assemblywoman Naomi Rivera; 
Yvette Clarke of Brooklyn (since 
elected to Congress) succeeded her 
mother, former Councilwoman Una 
Clarke. 
   There is nothing illegal or 
immoral about children being 

elected to follow their parents in 
public office. Take George W. Bush 
as an example, or Congressman 
Patrick Kennedy of Rhode Island, 
son of the senior senator from 
Massachusetts. Numerous Udalls 
have held office in Western states. 
It does, however, indicate the tight 
grip some Councilmembers hold 
over their gerrymandered districts, 
which they would represent in 
perpetuity if the Lord and the grand 
juries permitted it. 
   In Manhattan, we have what are 
called “trust fund kids”, whose 
parents have provided for their 
support through adulthood. For 
some in other boroughs, their fortune 
is their parents’ public office, which 
they seek to inherit along with their 
DNA. Term limits broaden the gene 
pool for councilmembers, allowing 
elections to be contested before 
a dynasty comes to a natural or 
unnatural end. Term limits free up 
seats more often for genuine, open 
competition. This could lead to a 
better, more representative City 
Council, rather than a patchwork of 
hereditary fiefdoms.

Henry Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and 

a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

  Flawed though it may be as a 
system, and with a checkered 
past, our method of selecting 
presidential candidates has a whiff 
- rather than a satisfying snort - of 
true government by the people. 
   While I applaud the fact that 
we have multiple choices for the 
American Idol, the dancing star 
with the twinklest toes and our 
“queen of femininity,” a.k.a. Miss 
America, I deplore the reality 
that our presidential choice is 
limited to a mere two among 
millions of eligible citizens and 
hundreds of qualified candidates. 
   Granted, the finalists in this 
contest are winnowed from among 
participants in primary competitions 
which have at least the color of a 
democratic process. These, though, 
are besmirched by indecorous stains 
of big money, entrenched political 
prejudices and the powerful 
putsches of special interests. 
   Be all those evils as they may, 

The Vice in Vice-Presidential Selection
By Joe Klock, Sr.

it can at least be said that the two 
survivors of this macabre spectacle 
are, technically, representative of 
their respective parties’ wishes, 
which beats hell out of the 
qualification of those rulers whose 
selection results from violence, 
subversion or the gratuitous 
collision of royal sperm and ova. 
   Our system., though, due to a 
custom that is both curious and 
illogical, loses much of its luster 
once the primaries have ended.. 
   If you count all the money passed 
over and under the table, within and 
without the law, gazillions have 
been spent narrowing millions of 
eligible Americans to two front-
running candidates, one of whom 
will soon occupy the White House. 
   Also, legions of loyalists devoted 
countless hours in the ranks of 
opposing forces, pointing with 
unbridled pride the virtues of their 
candidates and viewing with great 
alarm the unthinkable prospect of 

the other guys coming to power. 
   Relatively few of those bucks and 
backers made it to the 
winner’s circle and, 
as noted, only two of 
the racers will slug it 
out for the gold medal 
come November. 
   I shall comment 
on neither of them 
in this column - 
not because I have 
nothing to say about 
them, but because 
that isn’t what this 
column is about. 
   What it IS about is what happens 
after the megabucks and megamobs 
have made that final cut -when 
the successful finalists each get 
to pick whomever THEY want as 
OUR second choices in the event 
they are unable or unwilling to 
complete their term if elected. 
   Never mind if the two choosers 
leap-frog over one or more (or all) 

of the runners-up in their respective 
parties’ primary campaigns, 

ignoring many (or 
all) of the candidates 
preferred by rank 
and file voters. 
   Never mind if 
the hand-picked 
selectees might, if 
running for the top 
job on their own, 
have no better chance 
of winning than a 
one-legged man in 
a nationwide ass-
kicking competition. 

   In reality, the sole criterion for 
picking the person who will be, for 
four years, that often-cited heartbeat 
away from the biggest job in the 
world, is his or her acceptability 
to the head of the ticket. 
   That criterion is neither dictated nor 
restricted by any factor outside the 
minds and hearts of the individual 
candidates. The voices of the people 

may again be heard only if the 
anointed and automatically elected 
“Veep” is unable to serve if needed. 
   In that rare instance, the void is filled 
by the Speaker of the House who, 
although not a nationally chosen 
official, has at least a background of 
experience, longevity and election 
by a segment of the populace. 
   A cynical observer might suggest 
that governing principles might 
include making the ticket more 
palatable to certain areas and 
pockets of political power, but this 
has been hotly and unanimously 
denied by every candidate of 
record since George Washington 
(who, as every schoolkid is 
taught, could not tell a lie). 
   Thus it is that the second most 
potentially powerful person 
in the world is quadrennially 
chosen by one individual.   
   The dictionary definitions of 
“vice” are many, and none are 
even marginally pleasant; but, 

when paired with “president,” the 
designation applies to nothing 
more ominous than the he or she 
who tops the list of those who will 
bark orders if the top dog cannot.  
   Unhyphenated, the vice is imbedded 
in a process that expends obscene 
amounts of money,  immeasurable 
quantities of personpower and 
unlimited expulsion of oratorical 
gas to interpret “e pluribus unum” 
as the selection of one leader from 
among the masses, then allows him 
or her alone to designate a successor. 
   It don’t nohow make no sense to 
me.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 

Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers in 

Holderness, New Hampshire. More 
of his “Klockwork” can be found 

at www.joeklock.com.
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Weir Only Human

Weir Only Human: Racism, He Wrote
By Bob Weir

     It was about 3 a.m. and I was 
working the midnight shift with my 
partner on radio motor patrol in 
Brooklyn. Suddenly, as we turned 
a corner, we saw a car at the next 
intersection slowly moving past the 
red light. As we drove up on the 
auto it had come to rest halfway 
across the avenue and stopped, as 
if it was parked. We exited our car 
and approached carefully. The man 
behind the wheel was slumped over 
it and appeared to be sleeping with 
his foot on the brake. Luckily, there 
was no traffic at that late hour on 
the side street in the middle of the 
single-family home area. Afraid to 
alarm the man, I reached into the 
car and turned off the engine, while 
my partner placed our car in the 
intersection with the roof lights on. 
When the engine stopped, the man 
jumped in his seat, slamming his 

foot on the accelerator, confirming 
my reason for grabbing the keys. It 
was evident he had been drinking, 
stopped at the light, and fell asleep. 
I ordered him to slide over and I 
drove the car to a space nearby. 
After checking his license I found 
that he lived just a few houses 
away. 
     He was apologizing for his 
actions and pleaded with me not to 
arrest him. My decision was to give 
him a ticket for passing the light 
and let him off down the street at 
his driveway. After receiving the 
summons and walking unsteadily 
toward his front door, he made some 
kind of snide comment toward me 
as he looked back. I dismissed it and 
continued on patrol with my partner. 
A few days later, I was ordered 
to report to the division office in 
regard to some sort of investigation. 

My partner was 
assigned a foot 
post until my 
return. I was 
ushered into an 
office and seated 
in front of a desk 
being occupied 
by a ruddy-faced 
lieutenant in civilian clothes. He 
was holding a crumpled piece of 
paper on which was scrawled a letter 
of complaint against me. “Officer 
Weir, do you have a problem with 
black people?” He said, tossing the 
letter on the desk. 
     “Excuse me, sir,” I said, stunned 
by the comment. “I have a letter 
here from a man who says you 
used a racial slur when giving him 
a ticket,” he growled. “Lieutenant, 
I assure you that’s an outright lie,” 
I protested. “Really?” he replied, 

furrowing his 
brow. “I doubt 
the man would 
go through the 
trouble of sending 
a letter unless 
he was outraged 
by your insult.” 
“Sir, I was very 

respectful of that guy.” I went on 
to explain what happened, but he 
seemed intent on finding me guilty. 
“Who were you working with that 
night?” he asked.  “Officer Parker,” 
I replied, as he picked up the phone 
and called my precinct. “I’ll find 
out what your partner has to say, 
because, let me tell you, he could 
be in as much trouble as you if he 
didn’t report your actions.” For the 
next 30 minutes, he read me the riot 
act, determined to add my scalp 
to his belt. “Lieutenant, Officer 

Parker is here,” said the woman 
on the intercom. “Send him in,” he 
barked. 
     The door opened and my 
interrogator looked up in shock. 
“You’re Officer Parker?” he said to 
the tall, black man standing in the 
doorway. 
“Yes, sir, I was told to report here.” 
Looking as though his fish had just 
popped off the line, the supervisor 
was at a loss for words. “Er...., were 
you with Officer Weir when he gave 
a ticket to this man the other night,” 
he stammered, handing the letter to 
my partner. “Oh, yes, I remember 
this,” Parker said confidently. “This 
guy is saying Bob called him what?” 
my partner said incredulously, 
scanning the paper. “That’s baloney! 
I’ve worked with Bob long enough 
to know that’s a lie, and I was there 
that night. This man was lucky he 

wasn’t arrested.” The lieutenant 
glared at me and snatched the letter 
back. “Officer, why didn’t you tell 
me your partner was black?” he 
said angrily. “Sir, you didn’t ask 
me. You just assumed I’m guilty 
because the complainant is black 
and I’m white.” “Get the hell out of 
my office!” he sneered, unwilling 
to admit his own knee-jerk bigotry. 
On the way back to our precinct, I 
told my partner that lunch was on 
me. “Why?” he inquired. “To thank 
you for being black,” I replied with 
a grin. “Aw, don’t mention it,” he 
quipped, “it’s my pleasure.” 

Bob Weir is a contributing 
columnist to Yonkers Tribune 

and Westchester Times Tribune. 
BobWeir777@aol.com.

scrambled to figure out her 
denominational affiliation. 
   Palin was briefly touted as the first 
Pentecostal to run on a major party 
ticket. A spokesperson, however, 
told the Associated Press yesterday 
that although the 44-year-old mother 
of five grew up in the Assemblies 
of God, the largest organized 
Pentecostal denomination in the 
world with an estimated 57 million 
members, she does not consider 
herself a “Pentecostal.”
   Her primary place of worship 
in Juneau, Alaska’s capital, is said 
to be the “Church on the Rock,” 
an independent congregation 
founded in January 2000. Palin’s 
spokesperson, however, said the 
governor also attends different 
churches.
The initial confusion surrounding 
Palin’s denominational identity, 
therefore, has a simple explanation: 
She doesn’t have one. 
   Instead, Palin appears to be part 
of that rapidly expanding galaxy of 
“post-denominational” Christianity, 
where elements of Evangelical 
and Pentecostal styles of faith 
and worship fuse into a myriad of 
unique local combinations, and 
where old denominational loyalties 
are essentially dead.
   Though post-denominationalists 
are, by definition, difficult to catalog 
and index, they’re unquestionably 
numerous. A 2007 survey conducted 
by LifeWay found that fully one-
third of American Protestants were 
contemplating attending a different 
church in the future, and of that 
group, only one in four said it would 
be important that their future church 
belong to the same denomination as 
the one they currently attend. 
   Globally, the World Christian 
Encyclopedia estimates that 
roughly 20 percent of the world’s 
2.2 billion Christians today are 
part of what it calls “independent 
Christianity,” defined as forms of 
faith and worship “separated from, 
uninterested in, and independent 
of historic, denominationalist 
Christianity.” Typically, these 
folks eschew any label other than 
“Christian” for their religious 
identity.
   Religious sociologists and 
theologians point to any number 
of explanations for the rise of post-
denominationalism: the spread of a 
consumerist ethos and “comparison 
shopping” within Christianity; 
disillusionment with what are seen 
as petty denominational differences; 
the increasing liberalism of some 
mainline Protestant denominations, 
leading more conservative church-
goers to seek alternatives; even the 
category-blurring character of post-
modernity itself.
   To be sure, not all post-
denominationalists are conservative 
Evangelicals. The “emergent 
church” movement, for example, 
is often considered an expression 
of independent Christianity, and 
the relatively loose and flexible 
approach to creedal matters of some 
emerging churches – sometimes 
called “generous orthodoxy” – is 
regarded as unacceptably fuzzy 
by many Evangelicals. Globally, 
however, the largest share of the 
post-denominational universe 
is occupied by various forms 
of Evangelical and Pentecostal 
spirituality, with a strong emphasis 
on Biblical literalism and a lively 
sense of the supernatural.

McCain’s VP Choice is a 
Woman – and a  

Post-Denominationalist
   Some of these independent 
Christians are even hesitant to 
adopt descriptive labels such as 
“Evangelical” or “Pentecostal,” 
for fear that such terminology 
could breed a new form of 
denominationalism. This is part 
of what makes estimating the 
total Evangelical or Pentecostal 
population in America, or the world, 
such a maddening exercise, because 
depending upon the day of the week 
and what mood they’re in, many 
believers these days (including, 
perhaps, Palin) might consider 
themselves both, or neither. 
   Although independent Christians 
spurn membership cards, they 
typically have little difficulty 
recognizing one other – in part, 
because there’s a shared culture 
formed by music, conventions 
in praise and worship, and 
spiritual language, which different 
congregations dip in and out of to 
varying degrees.
   For example, those who watched 
Palin’s announcement speech 
yesterday in Dayton, Ohio, might 
have noticed a throaty roar from 
the crowd when she said, “We are 
expected to govern with integrity 
and goodwill and clear convictions 
and a servant’s heart.” 
That reaction wasn’t simply about 
approval of good government; the 
phrase “servant’s heart” is a popular 
bit of Evangelical terminology, 
used as a short-hand for Christian 
humility. A quick web search 
reveals thousands of churches, 
ministries, and bands that use some 
variation of “servant’s heart” in 
the title; there’s even a residential 
cleaning service in Calgary called 
“Servant’s Heart.”
   The term is so common, in fact, 
that Christian comedian Tim 
Hawkins has poked fun at it. “I hate 
it when somebody tells me I’ve got 
a servant’s heart,” Hawkins says. 
“It means they want me to start 
stacking chairs.”
   When Palin pledged to 
govern with a “servant’s heart,” 
Christians, especially those with 
an Evangelical background, had 
no trouble recognizing one of their 
own, even without the convenience 
of a denominational label on 
Palin’s résumé. (It’s akin to a public 
figure making reference to a “near 
occasion of sin” or a “state of 
grace”; even without an official bio, 
Catholics would recognize a fellow 
member of the tribe.)
Palin’s nomination, therefore, does 
not simply mark a breakthrough 
for women, or for western states. 
She also puts a face on the fastest-
growing and most dynamic 
segment of global Christianity 
these days – even if it’s proving 
difficult for journalists and political 
handicappers to get their minds 
around.
   Finally, there’s a bit of political 
irony for Catholics. Given Palin’s 
strong pro-life credentials, it’s likely 
she will appeal to the most strongly 
“denominational” Catholics, 
those most devoted to traditional 
Catholic identity and teaching. 
Meanwhile, what one might call 
“post-denominational Catholics,” 
meaning those for whom religious 
branding carries less theological 
significance, may embrace Palin’s 
Democratic rival, Delaware Senator 
Joseph Biden, the lone Roman 
Catholic on either ticket, because of 
his progressive stands on social and 
political matters.
   In other words, the 
denominationalists on the 
Catholic side will back the post-
denominationalist, while the 
Catholic post-denominationalists 
will probably pick the candidate who 
bears the Catholic denominational 
label.
   No wonder it’s all so confusing.

John Allen Jr.  is NCR Senior 
Correspondent.
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   This past week, with one eye on 
our American athletes in Beijing 
and the other on my upstart 
campaign operations, I took a day 
away - grabbing a few of my fellow 
Republican Assembly candidates 
from the County – and headed north 
to our state Capital to look in on 
what our local officials were doing 
(or not doing) during the emergency 
legislative session called by the 
Governor. 
   By going up to Albany myself 
and sitting on the Assembly floor, 
I saw with my own two eyes just 
how systemically corrupt and 
consequently undemocratic our 
state Legislature has become.  The 

Inspiration in Beijing, Disenfranchisement in Albany 
By Rob Biagi

Assembly had a chance last Tuesday 
to put the tax cap legislation up 
for a full vote by the individual 
members of the Assembly. That 
way, it could have passed or failed 
on the record.  Each legislator 
could have cast their vote and then 
explained it to their constituents 
back in the district. You know – it’s 
called “accountability” – that thing 
many of our elected officials in 
state government don’t have.    Sure 
enough, I saw that Sheldon Silver 
didn’t allow the Assembly to vote 
on the tax cap and no one, including 
George Latimer, stood up to him to 
ask that it be voted on.  This shows 
you that even on the most important 

issue on people’s minds - the tax 
cap - the Assembly 
can not bring 
itself to even 
vote on it. Your 
elected official 
being able to 
vote on issues on 
your behalf is the 
cornerstone of 
democracy and 
the only way your 
concerns can be 
registered in your 
g o v e r n m e n t .  
Silver shot your 
voice down again 
as he has many times before. 

   The Senate voted on the tax cap 
bill on Aug. 8th and 

the Governor and 
many prominent 
D e m o c r a t s 
support it.  Even 
the Democrat 
C h a i r w o m a n 
(Sandy Galef, 
90th AD) of 
the Assembly 
Committee on 
Real Property 
Taxation that 
hosts the tax cap 
bill, has come 
out publically in 

favor of a tax cap. But even she was 

unable to get the bill out of her own 
committee and onto the floor for a 
vote during the emergency session. 
   George Latimer says he stands up 
to Sheldon Silver but he failed to 
prove it last Tuesday. If he’s against 
the tax cap, he could have voted 
“No.” If he likes it, he could have 
voted “yes.” But he didn’t even call 
for a vote on it at all. So nobody’s 
opinions, especially yours, were 
able to be heard. This is the clearest 
example of our representatives 
not representing us at all. What a 
glaring lack of fortitude.
   In case you’re wondering, it works 
this way because the special interest 
groups and PACs issued blatant 

threats to withhold or withdraw 
endorsements and campaign cash 
from any Assembly members who 
dared vote for a tax cap.  Silver 
stuffed the vote and capitulated to 
the all-powerful NYSUT union and 
Working Families Party. But he cut 
off your voice at the neck. Does it 
make you angry?  Vote for me in 
November.   

Rob Biagi is the Republican 
candidate for State Assembly in the 
91st District in the 2008 election.

NEW YORK, NY -- The Ailey 
Extension presents its second 
annual weekend-long Brazilian 
Celebration Workshop in honor of 
Brazilian Independence Day with 
Brazil natives and Ailey Extension 
faculty members Quenia Ribeiro 
and Tiba Vieira offering classes in 
Samba/Afro Brazilian, Capoeira 
and drumming.  Open to all levels, 
this highly anticipated workshop 
will take place at The Ailey Studios 
on September 13th and 14th, 2008.  
   Quenia Ribeiro is a native of Rio 
De Janeiro, Brazil with over 20 
years experience as a dance teacher 
and 30 years as a dancer. She has 
performed at universities, festivals, 
and theatres in Greece, Brazil, China, 
and all over the United States. Her 
vibrant and exciting classes include 
many different styles of Brazilian 
Dance in addition to Samba.  
   Tiba Vieira began his Capoeira 
training with Mestre Jelon and 
Grupo Capoeira Brasil in Salvador, 
Bahia, Brazil.  Since moving to 
the U.S. in 1997, Tiba has trained 
and taught across the country and 
performed on television.  
   Both teaching artists are thrilled 
to share their roots at The Ailey 
Extension in honor of Brazilian 
Independence Day.  Special courses 
ranging from Samba da Bahia to the 
origins of Capoeira will be held from 
2pm-6pm on Saturday, September 
13th, and 1pm-7pm on Sunday, 

Ailey Extension Celebrates Brazilian 
Independence Day with 

Weekend Workshop

Quenia Riberio Samba Afro Brazillian Class. Photo courtesy  
of Emily Hawkins.

September 14th, culminating with a 
Brazilian Independence Day Parade 
around 55th street, complete with 
provided costumes and props for 
the participants.  For the complete 
workshop schedule, click here.  
    Open to the general public, The 
Ailey Extension features dance and 
fitness classes in a wide variety of 
techniques for all levels, including 
Horton, West African, Ballet, Hip 
Hop and Jazz, underscoring Mr. 
Ailey’s life-long commitment of 
bringing dance to everyone.  The 
Ailey Extension was launched in 
April 2005 in conjunction with the 
opening of the Joan Weill Center 

for Dance, the new home of Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater.  
Since its inception, over 19,000 
people have taken classes through 
this program.
    The Ailey Studios are located at 
The Joan Weill Center for Dance, 
home of Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater and the nation’s 
largest building dedicated to dance, 
at 405 West 55th Street (at 9th 
Avenue). 

For further information and to 
register for classes, please visit: 

www.alvinailey.org   
or call 212-405-9500.

IRVINGTON, NY 
-- The Westchester 
Jazz Orchestra has 
been called a “local” 
orchestra “in about 
the same way as, 
say, the New York or 
Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestras are 
local.”  
   WJO was 
propelled to national 
recognition recently 
as its debut CD, All 
In, was named among 
the Best CDs of 2007 by JazzImprov 
magazine and the Montreal Gazette 
and was one of WBGO’s Top Picks 
from December 2007 through April 
2008.  All In was also one of the 
most frequently played jazz CDs 
in the nation last spring, enjoyed a 
13-week run on the JazzWeek chart, 
a weekly account of the top 50 
jazz CDs played by radio stations 
nationwide.  WJO’s CD peaked at 
number 4 on the JazzWeek chart of 
March 10.
   On Saturday, September 20, this 
world-class big band will begin 
their sixth season celebrating 
Hard Bop at 8 PM at the Irvington 
Town Hall Theater, 85 Main Street, 

Westchester Jazz Orchestra 
Begin Sixth Season

Irvington, NY.  Spearheaded by 
Horace Silver, Nat Adderley, Art 
Blakey and others, Hard Bop is a 
hard-driving and bluesy style that 
developed from bebop and returned 
a strong gospel influence to jazz.  
WBGO’s Gary Walker is set to host 
the concert.  
   WJO will perform four additional 
season concerts during 2008-09: 
(1)Time Out: The Music of Dave 
Brubeck on November 15, (2) Jazz 
Masters: The Music of Chick Corea 
and Wayne Shorter with special 
guest John Patitucci on January 31, 
(3) Jazz Goes to the Movies on April 
18, and (4) Americana on June 6.
   Led by Artistic Director Mike 

Holober, WJO 
musicians include 
trumpeters Craig 
Johnson, Tony 
Kadleck, Jim Rotondi 
and Marvin Stamm; 
saxophonists Jay 
Brandford, David 
Brandom, Ralph 
Lalama, Jason Rigby 
and Ed Xiques; 
trombonists Bruce 
Eidem, Larry Farrell, 
George Flynn, and 

Keith O’Quinn; pianist 
Ted Rosenthal; bassist Harvie S and 
drummer Andy Watson.  
   WJO’s concerts are partially 
funded by the New York State 
Council on the Arts, the Westchester 
Arts Council and the Aaron Copland 
Fund for Music.
   Reserved seating tickets are $35 
for adults, $30 for seniors and only 
$5 for students.  Subscriptions 
discounts available.  Call WJO at 
914-861-9100 or order online at 
www.westjazzorch.org.  Beginning 
September 3, 2008, one can order 
tickets through the Irvington Theater 
box office at 914-591-6602.

China during the mid-eighties. An 
unflinching look at China’s citizens 

New Robert Masterson Title Released
and practices during the uncertain 
march to market reform, Masterson 
conveys what he witnessed with 
the same lucid honesty which 
got him threatened with violence 
when uncovering local corruption 
in New York politics and winning 
awards for his reportage from 
Chernobyl and the surrounding 
Ukraine. These accounts range 
from his alter ego witnessing 
the lead-up to an execution, to 
teaching Chinese students English, 
to turning the tables on a gang-run 
swindle. Masterson’s stay in China 
ended only after being beaten by a 
xenophobic mob, covered by the 
Associated Press, and reproduced 
here.
   Artificial Rats and Electric Cats, 
ISBN 0-9727455-6-4. Sixteen prose 
essays and two poems, 85 pages, 
perfect bound trade paperback, 
fourteen dollars.
   Robert Masterson is a former 
professor of English at Concordia 
College in Bronxville, New York. 
Masterson holds both a BA and an 
MA (with distinction) in English 
Literature from the University of 
New Mexico, Albuquerque; an 
MFA from Naropa University’s Jack 
Kerouac School of Disembodied 
Poetics in Boulder, Colorado; and 
a weird little academic certificate 
from Shaanxi Normal University, 
Xian, Shaanxi Province, the 
People’s Republic of China.
   Camber Press, Inc. is a boutique 
publishing company focusing on 
lucid poetry and fiction written by 

contemporary American authors. 
Camber Press, Inc., 1160 Midland 
Avenue, Suite 3F, Bronxville, NY 
10708. Telephone: 914-793-2727.

 
Direct further inquiry by email to 

Ron Egatz:
 egatz@camberpress.com. 
Camber Press Web site: 
www.camberpress.com.
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The Fine Print

By Lisa Fine 

JCC Maccabi Games 
   Last month over 140 athletes (13-
16 years old) from the Westchester 
and the Hudson Valley competed 
in the 2008 JCC Maccabi Games 
which were held in Detroit and 
San Diego. More than 3,000 young 
Jewish athletes from around the 
world participated including teams 
from many cities throughout the 
USA, Israel, Venezuela, Great 
Britain, Hungary, Canada, Mexico 
and beyond. Competitions were 
held in many sports including track 
& field, baseball, basketball, soccer, 
swimming, volleyball, golf, tennis, 
bowling and more. Congratulations 
to all of the athletes and a very 
special mention to Scarsdale’s Jake 
Gorobetz, for his repeat win of the 
Gold medal in U-16 Tennis.  Also 
a big shout out to the U-16 Boys 
Soccer Team (they beat Venezuela) 
and won the bronze medal and to 
all of the other medal winners - in 
swimming, golf and tennis!
   Next year, the 2009 JCC Maccabi 
Games will be held here in 
Westchester County, hosted by the 
JCC of Mid-Westchester partnering 
with the Rosenthal JCC of Northern 
Westchester and the JCC on the 
Hudson in Tarrytown. Info: Steven 
Weisbrot, Games Director; 914 
472-3300 x362.  

Fun at the Grange Fair
   It is time again for the 84th 
Annual Yorktown Grange Fair – 
Thursday September 4 through 
Sunday September 7 – in Yorktown 
Heights. Highlights of the fair 
always include seeing all of the 
horses, cows, sheep, goats and 
chickens, looking at the wide 
variety of vegetables in the produce 
tent and the beautiful arrangements 
in the flower show, bidding at the 
Sunday evening produce auction, 
speaking with the kids in the 
4-H building, craving an award-
winning chocolate chip oatmeal 
cookie and enjoying the live music 
and variety show. Watching the 
audience participation games such 

as the pie eating, watermelon and 
bubble gum blowing contests are 
always fun too! And don’t forget 
the delicious fair food! Since the 
Grange Fair began, the community 
has always been encouraged to 
exhibit their best in a variety of 
categories (4-H, produce, flowers, 
baking, needlework, photography, 
poultry, woodworking, livestock, 
and even a Lego competition for 
the kids!) Info: 914 962-3900 and  
www.yorktowngrangefair.org.
To submit information for The Fine Print, 

please send emails to 
TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net, 
call 914 243-9761, or visit the  

www.LisaFineCommunications.com 
Website. Lisa Fine is owner of LF 

Communications, Inc.

BRONXVILLE, NY and NEW 
CiTY, NY -- CENTURY 21 
Grand, one of the leading real 
estate companies in Rockland and 
Orange counties, has expanded 
into Westchester County 
by merging with 
CENTURY 21 Mancuso 
of Bronxville, N.Y. The 
merged entity will be 
called CENTURY 21 
Grand. 
   “We have been 
contemplating a move 
into Westchester County 
for a long time, and 
this was the perfect 
opportunity,” said Jeffrey 
Stern, a partner with 
CENTURY 21 Grand.      
“Century 21 Mancuso 
has an excellent reputation in 
Westchester that we have always 
admired. This transaction is part 
of our strategic plan to expand 
into new markets. Merging with 
CENTURY 21 Mancuso is a great 
fit with our team.”
   CENTURY 21 Grand will 
continue to operate at Mancuso’s 
2,000-square-foot Bronxville 
location at 495 New Rochelle 

Century 21 Grand Merges with 
Century 21 Mancuso in Bronxville
Century 21 Grand Extends Footprint into Westchester County

Road, and will be adding its staff of 
41 professionals. Robert Mancuso, 
who had been the office’s principal 
broker, will assume a business 
development role in the merged 

company.  
   “We are very excited to be 
partnering with CENTURY 21 
Grand,” said Mancuso. “I am 
eagerly looking forward to working 
with Jeff Stern and his team, 
learning from their experience and 
applying the same sound real estate 
and business practices that have 
made their offices in Rockland and 
Orange counties so successful and 

productive.” 
   Robert Mancuso took over the 
business in September 2006 from 
his wife, Sally, upon her passing.  
Sally Mancuso had operated the 

company since 1997.  
Mancuso paid tribute 
to his support team 
of manager Roseann 
Paggiotta, marketing 
coordinator Grace Mason 
and administrative 
assistant Wanda Garita. 
“They provide tremendous 
support to all the agents in 
the office and assist them 
in very important ways,” 
said Mancuso. “With their 
continued presence, the 
company will provide the 
same level of excellent 

service to their customers, clients 
and staff that will ensure a smooth 
transition.” 
   CENTURY 21 Grand is the 
leading CENTURY 21 affiliate in 
the Hudson Valley.

 For more information, visit
 www.Century21Grand.com. 

http://www.yorktowngrangefair.org/
mailto:TheFinePrintNY@verizon.net
http://www.LisaFineCommunications.com
http://www.century21grand.com/
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   “Unlike Assemblyman Ball, who 
has run an issues-based campaign 
about capping property taxes, 
reducing gas prices and cracking 
down on sexual predators, Degnan 
has waged one of the dirtiest 
most irresponsible campaigns this 
area has ever seen,” Mastro said. 
“The voters of the 99th Assembly 
District deserve an apology for this 
shameful behavior.”

Degnan Staffers Continue 
to be Crude and Rude

  “I can only guess that the failed 
former Mayor of Brewster is 
running such a sleazy campaign 
because he has a terrible record of 
failures for the people of Brewster 
when it comes to public safety 
and turning the village into a safe 
haven for illegal aliens,” Neuringer 

added.                 

YPNKERS, NY -- On Wednesday, 
August 27, the Yonkers Salvation 
Army Citadel Corps hosted a back 
to school drive at their New Main 
Street location.  The purpose of 
the drive was to make certain that 
local school children did not return 
to classes empty handed.  To that 
end, the volunteers of the Corps 
solicited donations from local 
residents and businesses, ensuring 
that each student who arrived at 
their door would have a colorful 
backpack, erasers, magazines, and 
other school supplies to take away 
with them.    
  The College of Mount Saint 
Vincent was one such donor.  
Located just 1.5 miles from the 
Yonkers Corps, and a stone’s 
throw from the Yonkers border, 
the town is a strong feeder for the 
College with many of its students 
hailing from the neighboring city.   
Christina Wesolek, Director of 

College of Mount Saint Vincent Supports Salvation Army 
Back to School Drive

(L-R): Captain Brennan, Salvation Army Volunteer, Local Girls

Alumnae/i Relations at the Mount 
was in attendance at the event and 
commented, “So many of our alums 
are from Yonkers, people just don’t 
realize how strong the connection 
is.”    
   On the scene to deliver the goodies 
to the children was Salvation Army 
Captain James Brennan.   He, 
along with his troop of volunteers 
dispensed the backpacks and 
supplies in a gym full of young 
students and their mothers.  “This 
is a great program,” said Captain 
Brennan, already looking forward 
to his next project. “We are planning 
on expanding upon it.  We would 
like to recruit college students as 
volunteers to help supply a food 
bank.”  
  The Salvation Army Citadel 
Corps of Greater New York serves 
the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 
Queens, Staten Island, Long Island, 
Westchester, and Hudson Valley.

ARDSLEY, NY -- On Sunday 
August 24, 2008, Joan Colangelo 
received the “Elk of the Year” award 
from the White Plains/Ardsley 
Benevolent Protection of the Elks.   
The Elk of the year award is the 
highest honor an Elk can receive.  
Joan received this honor for her hard 
work and dedication in seeing the 
mission of the Elks flourish in the 
surrounding communities.  Many 
of the South District Elks came to 
celebrate.  In attendance, and an 
Elk himself, was Mayor Delfino 
of White Plains.  He addressed the 
attendees with a powerful speech 
about volunteerism and giving back 
to the community.  He presented 
Joan with a Proclamation in The 
City of White Plains that August 
24th is recorded as “Joan Colangelo 
Day”. 
   Following in her grandfather’s 
footsteps as a member of this 
Protective Order and shortly after 
joining the Elks, Joan helped 
revitalize the White Plains/Ardsley 
lodge.  She has been an active 
member of the lodge for 3 years and 
is currently the Lodge Secretary.  
She has coordinated many of the 
events and is striving to get the 
membership increased so the lodge 

Joan Colangelo Named 
Elk of the Year 

for 2008

may continue to flourish.  Joan has 
been very active in raising awareness 
for children with disabilities and for 
the Veterans by coordinating visits 
and fundraising events. 
   “I am honored to have been chosen 
for this award and recognition.  
I am confident that if others in 
the community realized what an 
important contribution the Elks 
make to the community they would 
want to join.” 
   Joan currently works for Cerebral 
Palsy of Westchester as the 
Development and Publics Relations 
Assistant Director.  She received 
her Bachelors Degree in Business 
Administration from the State 
University at Albany and currently 
resides in Valhalla, NY, with her 
fiancée. 
  For more information or to 
become a member of the White 
Plains/Ardsley Elks contact 
Stephanie Russo, Public Relations 
Coordinator for White Plains/
Ardsley Elks Lodge at
914-384-2601 or by directing 
emailto bluesunstar@optonline.
net.

QUEENS, NY -- Con Edison’s first 
“green roof,” a new energy-saving 
plant system, is growing on the 
company’s three-story Learning 
Center training and conference 
facility in Long Island City. Con 
Edison expects the green roof to 
improve air quality and to conserve 
energy by reducing the amount 
of heat absorbed by conventional 
roofs.
   More than 21,000 plants occupy 
over a quarter acre of the Learning 
Center’s roof top. The plants absorb 
heat, keeping the building cooler 
and reducing the need for air 
conditioning.  The roof is projected 
to save up to 30 percent of the 
Learning Center’s peak-cooling 
costs. 
   The green roof demonstration, a 
collaborative effort with Columbia 
University’s Center for Climate 
Systems Research, will evaluate 
the benefits of the green roof and 
measure energy savings, roof 
surface temperatures, and air 
quality improvements. Columbia 
University scientists will analyze 
the results.
   The green roof also benefits the 

Con Edison Installs Its 
First Green Roof 

A Collaborative Effort with Columbia 
University brings an Energy–Saving Rooftop 

Garden to Queens

environment by absorbing and 
retaining rainwater from heavy 
rains, known as storm water runoff. 
Storm water runoff can overwhelm 
the City’s sewer system, and 
potentially cause untreated sewage 
to overflow into local waterways. 
The company anticipates the green 
roof will retain 30 percent to 70 
percent of storm water runoff, 
releasing water slowly into the 
drainage system. 
   Though it is the first of its kind 
at a Con Edison facility, this is not 
the company’s first experience with 
green roofs. In 2004, a company 
research and development team 
helped create a green roof at 
Silvercup Studios in Long Island 
City and helped raise funds for 
its installation. Con Edison also 
backed an educational project 
comparing green and cool roofs on 
the American Banknote Building 
in the South Bronx for Sustainable 
South Bronx. 
  

For additional financial, 
operations and customer service 
information, visit Con Edison’s 
Web site at www.conEd.com.

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The City 
of New Rochelle has neglected car-
ing for the New Rochelle Armory 
according to Ron 
Tocci, co-chair 
of the Save Our 
Armory - Save 
New Rochelle 
C o m m i t t e e 
(SOA), and yet, 
the city tells 
people what 
they plan to do 
with it.  A new 
petition drive 
was initiated and distributed at the 
August 26 meeting of the group. 
   According to Lorraine Pierce, a 
member of the SOA committee, 
the petitions “are concise and to 
the point;” that the Armory should 
be saved.  There are two forms of 
the petition, one for the residents 
of New Rochelle and one for vet-
erans.  A third petition for non-resi-
dents was proposed.  Gene McLeer, 
Commander of the American Le-
gion Post 8 stated he would be cir-
culating petitions among veteran 
groups.
   John Maguire gave a financial 
report and said the website, www.
saveourarmory.org can be used to 
download the petition or get answers 
to questions about the committee.  

Save Our Armory 
Committee Initiates New 

Petition Drive
By Peggy Godfrey

He cautioned that sometimes it is 
necessary to hit the refresh button 
to get the latest information on it.

   The recent break-
in at the Armory 
was discussed 
and it was de-
cided to write a 
letter to the city 
to ask that the 
Armory bell be 
forwarded to the 
American Le-
gion Post 8 Hall 
where it can be 

displayed.  This year’s Veterans 
Day services, the letter to the At-
torney General of New York State 
about the covenants in the Armory 
deed, and whether a walk-through 
of the Armory should be requested 
were discussed.  There are on-going 
concerns which will be discussed in 
the future.
   There was a discussion about the 
pollution on various parts of the 
Echo Bay site.  It was felt these 
facts should be relayed through the 
“Friends of Echo Bay” committee.  
SOA meetings will now be held on 
the fourth Monday of every month.  
The next meeting will be on Sep-
tember 22 at the American Legion 
hall at 7:30 p.m.

SOS program was instrumental in 
funding to restore fall sports this 
year, however, additional funds are 
needed secure winter and spring 
sports programs.   
   “Our children are our most 
important resource, and like any 
other resource, they need to be taken 
seriously and handled with care,” 
said Denzel Washington. “They 

Mayor Young Joined by Denzel Washington in 
Support Save Our Sports Program

deserve all of the tools necessary 
to succeed in life…sports is one 
of these tools.  There is no greater 
success that our generation can 
lay claim to than to be able to say 
that we didn’t let our young people 
down.”  
   Last month, Mayor Young 
announced a main fundraising 
initiative within Save Our 

Sports that will call upon 5,000 
individuals to give $100 to save 
our athletics program in Mount 
Vernon.  All contributions are 
100% tax deductible. Checks 
can be made out to: “Mount 
Vernon Educational Foundation, 
Inc.” with a Memo: “Sports” or 
“Save Our Sports” and sent to:  
   Ms. Ronnie Cox, President, Mount 

Vernon Educational Foundation, 
P.O. Box 476, Fleetwood Station, 
Mount Vernon , NY 10552 
   For more information regarding 
the SOS initiative, call Rasul 
Salahuddin at (914) 665-2420.

Think it 
through...

http://www.use.salvationarmy.org/use/www_use.nsf/vw-search/D97C1D76A26D168A852574200082C05D?opendocument
http://www.use.salvationarmy.org/use/www_use.nsf/vw-search/D97C1D76A26D168A852574200082C05D?opendocument
http://www.use.salvationarmy.org/use/www_use.nsf/vw-search/D97C1D76A26D168A852574200082C05D?opendocument
http://www.use.salvationarmy.org/use/www_use.nsf/vw-search/D97C1D76A26D168A852574200082C05D?opendocument
mailto:bluesunstar@optonline.net
mailto:bluesunstar@optonline.net
http://www.coned.com/
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   To the parents who will receive the 
new Yonkers Board of Education 
(BoE) school calendar, they will 
notice nine photos pictured in 
the front. At first glance, it could 
be easily mistaken for the nine 
member Board of Trustees. Alas, it 
is not. There are eight trustees and 
the superintendent. What’s up?
   Terms of trustees are up yearly 
every May. Appointments or re-
appointments have historically 
followed this pattern so that a full 
complement, that is nine trustees, 

School is About to Open but One Seat 
will be Empty

Where is Trustee Number Nine?
Yonkers BoE, the Only Place Where Eight is Enough

Dr. Ed. U. Cator

can take their seats for the annual 
May reorganization meeting for 
the election of officers. Not so this 
year.
   It seems two trustee’s terms were 
up this year. Therefore, two seats 
became vacant. One trustee was 
reappointed after several weeks 
of delay and being off the board. 
Some hard core, ethnic political 
pressure convinced the mayor to 
reappointment Debra Martinez. 
It seems we should be thanking 
Lorraine Lopez? The other seat 
remains vacant after almost five 
months.
   These are mayoral appointments. 
Why the delay? 
   Are these decisions too hard to 
make for the mayor?
   Isn’t the mayor prepared ahead of 
time?
   Can’t the mayor do two things at 
once?
   Is the mayor dismissing the 
importance of the trustees?
   Is the mayor quietly trying to 
scale down the number of trustees 
on the board in line with his idea 
that the Yonkers BoE should be a 
city department?

   Why nine or seven or five trustees 
if the mayor runs the “show” 
through Superintendent Pierorazio 
(above right)?
   Perhaps there aren’t any qualified 
residents in Yonkers to take a seat 
as trustee or the mayor hasn’t found 
one who is compliant yet?
   Mayor Amicone (above left), 
please make a decision; if for no 
other reason than to have someone 
to break a tie vote, assuming of 
course, the trustees are allowed to 
disagree?

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center will 
be hosting a Prospective Member 
Open House on Sunday, September 
14 from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm at 
the synagogue.  Attendees will 
meet Rabbi Barry Kenter, Cantor 
Amy Kanarek, Religious School 
Director Sandy Zisser, Nursery 
School Director Jackie Binstock 
and various lay leaders.  Members 
will give tours of this beautiful and 
contemporary synagogue. Religious 
School classes will be in session 
and available for viewing. 
   Anyone interested in learning 
about our 2-day a week Religious 
School, Sunday School (for 
younger children), Teen youth 

Spirited Synagogue to Hold 
Open House
group (USY), Sisterhood, Social 
Action or other educational and 
fun social activities for adults and 
children, is encouraged to attend.  
Courtesy synagogue membership 
is now available to families who 
enroll their oldest child in the Gan, 
Aleph or Bet classes (Grades K, 1 
or 2) at the Religious School.  
   Coffee, bagels and other foods 
will be served.  Children are very 
welcome.   
   The Greenburgh Hebrew Center 
is a conservative synagogue and 
has daily services that are spirited, 
egalitarian and participatory.  
The membership is a friendly 
and welcoming community.  
Opportunities abound to get 

involved in all facets of synagogue 
life such as Young family activities, 
Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Social 
Action, Empty Nesters, Youth, 
Music, and Culture. 
   Kindly call the synagogue office 
at (914) 693-4260 to RSVP and 
for travel directions.  Website is 
www.g-h-c.org. 

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- 
Using your Social Security 
number for identification 
purposes or writing it 
as a notation on a check 
may be dangerous, say 
consumer advocates, ID 
theft and fraud experts.
   According to Ivan 
Kollar, vice president, 
Citibank, giving out your 
Social Security number 
to an unknown party 
is paramount to giving 
out the combination to 
a safe or an automatic 
teller machine P.I.N.  
“Don’t ever give out 
your Social Security 
number to anyone who 
you don’t know or whose 
identity you can’t verify,” 
Kollar told a group of 
high school and college 
students participating in 
the Monroe College Summer Law 
Institute, a week-long program that 
addressed several different aspects 
of the criminal justice system, from 
forensics testing to high-tech crime.  
“Don’t even carry your Social 
Security card on your person. Keep 
it locked up in a safe deposit box,” 
Kollar advised the students who 
attended the workshop on identity 
theft, hosted by the New Rochelle 
branch of Citbank.
   Kollar will be hosting a similar 
identity theft workshop, for business 
owners and the general public, on 
September 18th, 6:30 – 7:30 PM at 
Citibank’s New Rochelle branch, 
238 North Ave. Reservations are 
requested and can be made by 
calling 914-235-3211.
   Kollar said that certain forms of ID 
are more prone to identity theft than 
others, namely debit cards.  “If you 
lose your debit card and the thief 
somehow gets a hold of your P.I.N., 
the money that you loose through 
unauthorized purchases and cash 
advances comes directly out of your 
account. This could create financial 
complications before you realize 
what has happened and made 
contact with your bank. The same 
kind of illegal transactions made 
using a stolen credit card are hits 
that your bank is going to take, not 
you personally,” explained Kollar. 

Citibank Gives Students Lesson in 
Identity Theft

Many Adults Need to Learn Same Lessons

   For reasons that should be obvious, 
writing down a P.I.N. number and 
keeping it in your wallet and purse 
is risky business.  “Memorize your 
Social Security number and never 
pick a P.I.N. number that is easily 
associated with you, such as your 
birth date or street address.   
   Pick a random group of numbers 
or letters and change it frequently,” 
Kollar recommended to the 
students.
   Although most of the audience 
was still attending high school 
or college, a few of the students 
acknowledged that they already 
had been victims of identity theft 
or of unethical business practices, 
resulting in a compromise to their 
credit scores.  
    “If you open up a checking account 
or apply for a credit card, be sure you 
understand all of the responsibilities 
that come with these conveniences 
and what happens if you fail to 
meet them,” added Janine Fazzina, 
Citibank’s New Rochelle financial 
center manager. “And if you run 
into a problem, don’t understand 
something about your bank or credit 
card statement, or notice something 
on it that appears suspicious, come 
into the branch and discuss it with 
a personal banker. We try to have a 
more personal relationship with our 
bank branch customers and we can 

often resolve issues more quickly 
and easily than through an ‘800’ 
customer service number.”
   Kollar and Fazzina also cautioned 
the students about fraudulent online 
trends such as “Irish Sweepstakes” 
and “Nigerian Prince” scams that 
can end up costing innocent and 
naive victims thousands of dollars 
simply by responding to compelling 
and authentic-looking e-mails. 
“And if someone sends you a 
check in the mail, who you don’t 
know, don’t deposit it without first 
showing it to your personal banker 
and don’t use the funds until you 
know the check is legitimate and 
has fully cleared.  Also be careful 
of sending or accepting checks for 
e-bay transactions. You may end up 
not only not getting the goods you 
paid for, but also end up losing a lot 
of money through fraudulent check 
deposits and requests for refunds 
by the buyer for ‘accidentally’ 
overpaying you,” cautioned 
Fazzina.  
   Citibank’s presentation on identify 
theft and fraud is available to other 
student groups, civic organizations 
and business associations. To 
arrange for a private presentation 
on another date, geared to another 
group or community within 
Westchester County, contact Janine 
Fazina at 914-235-3211. 

http://www.g-h-c.org
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East Hartsdale Farmers  
Market Live Outdoor  

Music Series 
Live Music and Entertainment at the East Hartsdale  

Train Station Stage 

Saturdays in July, August, September and October 

Performances  (as of July 8, 2008)… 

 

 

July 12th – Jonathan Flaks:  One Dog, Man (Solo Performer) 

“A little bite of Classic Rock” – 10:00am to 2:00pm 

 

July 19th – Lois Colin and the Westchester Harp Ensemble – 

10:00am to 11:00am 

 

July 26th – Charles Montgomery – 12 noon to 2:00pm 

 

August 2nd – Julie Corbalis:  Rock & Pop 1950’s to present – 

10:00am to 11:30am 

Also; - Al Frankel, The Blues Dogs – 12:30pm to 2:00pm 

 

August 9th – Solar Punch – Solar Powered Environmentally 

Inspired Music with a Rock Flair 

 

September 6 th – Lois Colin (Time to be announced) 

 

September 13th – Jonathan Flaks (Time to be announced) 

 

October 11th – Ceasar Cantori – Emerging Jazz Artist (Time to be 

announced) 

 
We are looking for more jazz artists !    

Please contact Judith Bevil le,  Town Clerk at 993-1500 

 

 

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Westchester County Genealogical 
Society welcomes Libby McKee 
with her talk Genealogy Opens 
Door of Hospitality to the DAR on 
Saturday, October 11, 2008 at 10am. 
This meeting will take place at the 
Aldersgate Methodist Church, 600 
Broadway in Dobbs Ferry which is 
across from Mercy College on route 
9.
DAR National Vice Presidents 
General, Libby McKee will 
explain how to use genealogical 
documentation to help members 
to prove their lineage to patriots 
of the American Revolution. 
The Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR), founded in 
1890, is a volunteer women’s service 
organization dedicated to keeping 
America strong by promoting 
patriotism, preserving U.S. history 
and supporting education programs. 

Can You Prove It?
Mrs. McKee has served as the 
Chapter Regent of the Quassaick 
Chapter in Newburgh and the 
National Chairman of the Literacy 
Challenge Committee. In 2005, 
Mrs. McKee received the Albany 
Ambassador Award from Albany’s 
Convention and Visitor Center and 
is a Genealogical Consultant with 
the DAR.
   WCGS regularly presents speakers 
on genealogical topics at its monthly 
meeting on the 2nd Saturday each 
month.  WCGS welcomes all 
interested in searching their family 
roots. Guests are warmly welcome. 
There will be refreshments and 
genealogical networking starting at 
9:30am.
   For information, visit http://www.
rootsweb.com/~nywcgs/ or call 
Philomena Dunn at (914) 953-9173 
or (914) 345-7163. New York Giants welcome home luncheon at the Sheraton Towers held Wednesday, August 27, 2008 where Coach Tom Coughlin addressed a crowd at 

which Cardinal Egan is seated to his left. Picture courtesy of Richie Nestro.

New York Giants Welcome Home Luncheon

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- Mount 
Vernon was awarded a grant of 
$125,000 by the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, Congressman 
Eliot Engel announced, to prevent 
and reduce alcohol and drub abuse 
among young people.
   “This money is part of a national 
campaign of prevention,” Rep. 
Engel said, “to keep our young 
people from starting on drugs and 
alcohol or wean them off these 
dangerous drugs. This grant is 
from the Drug-Free Communities 
Program to help local organization 
do the hard work of fighting drug 
abuse.”
   The $125,000 was awarded to the 
Community That Cares Coalition 
of Mount Vernon to help with its 
goals of reducing substance abuse 
among the young, establish and 
strengthening collaboration among 
Mount Vernon’s non-profit agencies 
and the three levels of government.
   The ONDCP reports that some 
860,000 fewer youths across 
America are using drugs than in 
2001due to strong community anti-
drug coalitions. The Mount Vernon 
Coalition is one of 199 new grant 
recipients for 2008, selected from 
419 applications, receiving $24.4 
million in grants. 

Engel 
Announces 

Grant

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 
Congressman Eliot Engel criticized 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
for a breakdown of its computers 
Tuesday that left airline passengers 
across the country stranded in midair 
and hours late on their flights.
   Rep. Engel said, “This is the 
same agency that is making a true 
mess of the airport redesign in the 
metropolitan area, making a bad 
situation worse in its efforts to cut 
flight delays through the country. 
   “Now their computers malfunction 
for hours, crowding the skies with 
planes. This is not the leadership 
we want in an agency that has so 
much responsibility for the safety 
of passengers. 
   “There is a pattern of ineptness 
emerging here that is intolerable. 
The FAA must get its act together 
before something truly horrific 
happens.”

Engel: FAA 
Not Ready 
for Prime 

Time Sept 14, 2008   $1.50
   Fall into fun with a Senior Open 
Sunday in autumn. At 9 am enjoy 
coffee and bagels, followed by a 
round of cards and games of your 
choice. At 10 am you may leave the 
gaming tables and try your hand at 
bingo. Several exciting prizes will 
be raffled off during bingo. 
  The delicious lunch features tender 
oven-roasted breaded chicken, fresh 
tossed salad, and a cholesterol-free 
baked potato. 
  Work off lunch time calories 
with fancy footwork as you circle 
the globe to the sounds of Corey 
Morgenstern’s “Music from 
Around the World.” Latin, Jewish, 
Spanish and Italian tunes will get 
you moving. Twirl and swirl with 
the sounds of cha cha, meringue, 
the hora, 1940s big bands and Rock 
& Roll.  
Senior Boutique
   Unwanted vases? Picture frames? 
Watches? Jewelry? Don’t let these 
items become harmful and useless 

Open Sunday 
at the Riverdale Y

Simon Senior Center

landfill. Donate bric-a-brac and 
other whatnots to the Simon Senior 
Center’s Bedazzling Boutique. This 
fundraising project recycles and 
transforms unwanted relics into 
support for senior center projects.  
Stop by the boutique on Tuesday 
mornings in the Y lobby to purchase 
or to schmooze.
September 17 Atlantic City Trip
   The $25 per person price 
includes a box lunch and roundtrip 
transportation in an air-conditioned 
bus. The casino gives approximately 
$20 cash back.  Call 718/548-8200, 
ext. 223, for sign-up info. Depart Y 
at 8:30 am. 

   Travel with a congenial group of 
party-ready seniors to Atlantic City. 
In addition to gambling the city-on-
the-sea offers myriad other delights.  
Expand your trip highlights – a 
synagogue is in walking distance 
– at 4609 Atlantic Avenue, and the 
fascinating and beautiful landmark, 
Absecon Lighthouse (the tallest 
lighthouse in New Jersey) is open 
Monday through Thursday,  11 am 
to 5 pm ($5, senior admission).  Or 
enjoy the sun and sea salt-scented 
air while strolling on the boardwalk. 
Walk barefoot in the sand. Hit the 
high-end discount shopping malls 
and stock up on gorgeous clothes 
for the New Year. Visit the city’s 
historical museum and more. 

For additional information, call 
Vicki at 718/548-8200, ext. 224.  

The Riverdale Y is located at 5625 
Arlington Avenue (off 256 Street).

The Holy 
Month of 
Ramdhan

WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 
-- The Holy Month of Ramdhan 
which begins September 1st and 
continues through September 30th 
throughout the world gathers 1.5 
billion people to fast. With that 
in mind, the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community has opened the doors 
of their Mosques and Houses of 
worships throught the month of 
Ramadhan for visitors to visit the 
Mosques and to get information 
about Muslim’s Fasting. 
   There will be lectures on Fasting 
during the month of Ramadhan and 
traditional iftaari (dinner) will be 
served every Saturday and Sunday 
evenings to all guests of all Faiths 
and denominations in an outreach 
effort to promote “Love, Harmony 
and Brotherhood.”
   The closest Mosque to Yonkers 
is located at 3421 White Plains 
Road, The Bronx, NY 10467. 
Tel: 347-427-2325; Masjid Bait-
ul Zafar at 15-188 McLaughlin 
Ave., Holliswood, NY 11423. Tel: 
718-479-3345, and Masjid Bait-
ul Tahir at 1477 West 8th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11204, Tel: 718-232-
2457; and also Masjid Bait-ul Huda 
at 64 Union Street, Amityville, NY 
11701, Tel: 631-598-4700.

Bee-Line Fall 
Schedule 
Changes 

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- A new 
express route between downtown 
Yonkers and the Westchester 
Community College is one of 
several changes to Westchester 
County’s Bee-Line bus system 
starting Tuesday, September 2.  
The changes are needed to handle 
the increase in ridership since the 
introduction of MetroCard on Bee-
Line buses last year.
   “The new Route 1X ‘Super 
Express’ will begin at the W. 242nd 
Street subway station in the Bronx 
and pick passengers up along South 
Broadway and Getty Square in 
Yonkers before going express to the 
Westchester Community College 
campus in Valhalla,” said county 
Transportation Commissioner 
Lawrence C. Sally.  “By doing it 
this way, we will take 30 minutes 
off the usual travel time by bus 
between downtown Yonkers and 
the community college.”
   Just like Route 43 that started 
“Super Express” service last year 
between downtown Mount Vernon 
and the Westchester Medical Center, 
Route 1X will get on the Sprain 
Brook Parkway for a faster trip.
   Among the other changes starting 
on Tuesday are:
* More frequent weekday rush hour 
service in both the morning and 
afternoon on Route 4.
* A new weekday evening trip on 
Route 43 between the Westchester 
Medical Center and Mount Vernon.
* New weekday afternoon bi-
directional service on Shuttle Loop 
A between downtown White Plains 
and Fordham University’s new 
site at 400 Westchester Avenue in 
Harrison.
   Due to declining ridership, 
evening service on Route 12 as 
well as the 7:16p.m. trip on Route 
10 between the Croton-Harmon 
Railroad Station and Cortlandt will 
be discontinued.
   Service change posters, brochures 
and new schedules are on all Bee-
Line buses with details on the these 
changes.
   For additional information or 
to get a copy of any Bee-Line 
bus schedule, call the Bee-Line 
HOTLINE at 914-813-7777 or log 
on to www.westchestergov.com/
beelinebus.

http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Enywcgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Enywcgs/
http://www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus
http://www.westchestergov.com/beelinebus
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Automotive • In Memoriam

Roger Witherspoon is the automotive 
columnist to the Dallas Examiner, 
Westchester Times Tribune, and  

Yonkers Tribune, amongst others.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam Notice 
  Westchester Times Tribune publishes paid obituaries (In Memoriam) of people who have lived, worked, or have family in Westchester County. 

All notices must be received by Friday, by 12:00 Noon, for inclusion in the next week’s edition. Place a paid notice by directing email to 
WTTeditor@gmail.com.

Fanny Borash (nee Blasetti) of 
Yonkers died on Monday August 
25, 2008, at age 88. She was born 
on July 6, 1920, to John and Mary 
(Rosignoli) Blasetti in Yonkers 
where she was raised and attended 
local schools. Mrs. Borash worked 
as a laborer for North American 
Philips Company in Mt.Vernon, 
NY, for many years before her 
retirement. On July 4, 1948, she 
married Joseph G. Borash in Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church. Mr. 
Borash died in 1987. Fanny is 
survived by her two sisters, Adeline 
Buhler and Rose Benenati, both 
of Yonkers and several nieces and 
nephews. She was pre-deceased by 
one brother, Armando Blasetti, and 
three sisters, Helen Ceserano, Ida 
Cicio and Anita Calcagni. Visitation 
was held at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, August 27, 
2008. Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated in St. Paul the Apostle 
Church on Thursday August 28, 
2008. Entombment followed at 
Ferncliff Cemetery. Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.

Mary A. Cain, 86, a lifelong 
Yonkers resident died on Saturday 
August 23, 2008. Mary was born 
in Yonkers on February 17, 1922, 
to William and Augusta (Fried) 
Singleton, where she attended 
local schools. Surviving are Mary’s 
three sons: Edward Linkowski of 
Dracula, GA, William Linkowski, 
of Whiting, NJ, Richard Linkowski 
of White Plains, NY, and a daughter: 
Nancy Controne, of Croton-on-
Hudson, NY, her 11 grandchildren 
and 7 great grandchildren. She was 

predeceased by her first husband 
Edward R. Linkowski in 1988, and 
her second husband Robert Cain 
in 2004, also 3 brothers, Joseph 
Singleton, William Singleton, and 
Charles Singleton,  and her sister 
Elsie Singleton. Visiting was held 
at the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Tuesday, August 26, 2008. 
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
conducted in Sacred Heart Church 
on Wednesday, August 27, 2008, 
followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. Whalen & Ball 
Funeral Home, 168 Park Ave., 
Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 965-
5488.

Jack E. Foulds, 91, of Yonkers, 
formerly of Phoenix, AZ, and 
Colorado Springs, CO, died on 
Thursday, August 21, 2008. He was 
born in Oklahoma on May 6, 1917, 
to Claude and Margaret (Quinn) 
Foulds. He graduated from Denver 
University, and was in the Army 
during WWII. Jack worked as a CPA 
for various firms for many years. 
He was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus and the Elks. Jack is 
survived by his sons: Thomas of 
New Rochelle, NY, his daughter-
in-law “Sam” Foulds Klivans 
(husband Gary) of Cortland, NY, 
granddaughter Jill Foulds Flinton 
and her husband Faron, great-
grandson Daniel Flinton. Jack was 
predeceased by his wife Josephine 
Brennan and his son John. Visiting 
took place at Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on Friday, August 22, 2008. 
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated for Jack on Saturday, 
August 23, 2008, at Sacred Heart 
Church in Yonkers followed by 
interment at St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers donations can be 
made in Jack’s memory to Calvary 
Hospital, 1740 Eastchester Road, 
Bronx, NY. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Dorothy Lawlor (nee Ryan) of 
Yonkers died on Thursday, August 
14, 2008, at the age of 82. She was 
born on Sept 15, 1925, to Samuel 
and Catherine (Doyle) Ryan in 
The Bronx, NY, where she was 
raised and educated, graduating 
from Cathedral Girls High School. 
On September 7, 1946, she 
married William Lawlor in Holy 
Rosary Church in The Bronx; he 
died in 1988. Mrs. Lawlor was a 
parishioner of Sacred Heart Church 
and their church decorating group, 
and was a member of the Daily 
Prayer Group at the Christ the King 
Church. Dorothy enjoyed her trips 
to Atlantic City, especially with 
both St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s 
Russian groups and her trips with 
Adventures for Rascals. She also 
enjoyed watching the Passionist 
Mass on Sundays and the mass 
from St. Patrick’s Cathedral. She 
was an avid sports fan, especially 
with her Giants and Yankees. 
Dorothy is survived by her two 
loving children: Patricia Lawlor of 
Yonkers and John Lawlor (Carol) 
of Saugerties, NY, and her two 
adored grandchildren, Christine and 
John Jr. Also survived by sister-in-
law Marian Lawlor, brother-in-law 
Thomas (Bobby) Lawlor and several 
cousins, nieces and nephews. She 
will be missed by her longtime 
friend, Sr. Hilda Stubna. She is also 
survived by Dorothy Ward Calise 
and her husband William. She was 

predeceased by three brothers: 
Bernard, Richard and Bro. Samuel 
A. Ryan C.F.C. Visiting Hours were 
held at the Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home on both Saturday and 
Sunday, August 16 and 17, 2008. 
Mass of Christian Burial at Sacred 
Heart Church on Monday, August 
18, 2008. Interment at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery. Whalen & Ball Funeral 
Home, 168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 
10703. (914) 965-5488.

Emil J. Matis, 86, of Yonkers 
passed away on August 13, 2008. He 
was born on March 13, 1922, in Mt. 
Carmel, PA, to Stephan and Mary 
Ferenz Matis. Emil graduated from 
Mt. Carmel High School in 1941. 
He has been a Yonkers resident for 
over 50 years. Emil proudly served 
his country in the US Army during 
WWII. He married his loving wife 
Mary Holowiak on Oct 3, 1942, 
at St. Mary’s Russian Orthodox 
Church in Yonkers; she predeceased 
him on March 13, 1996. Emil 
worked as a letter carrier for the US 
Postal Service in Yonkers for over 
20 years retiring in 1984. He was 
an avid fisherman, loved gardening 
and was a computer wiz. Emil 
was a member of the Shamokin 
Gun club in Yonkers. Besides his 
wife, he is also predeceased by 
his brother Daniel Matis; Emil is 
survived by his three sisters: Mary 
Pfaffenberger, Ruth Petruski, both 
of Willimantic, CT, and Emily 
Boggs of Huntington, WV. Also 
surviving, are numerous nieces 
and nephews and numerous great-
nieces and nephews. Graveside 
services were held for Emil on 
Monday, August 25, 2008, at 
the Rose Hills Memorial Park 

Cemetery in Putnam Valley, NY. 
In lieu of flowers donations can be 
made in Emil’s memory to Meals 
on Wheels/ Office of the Aging, 
City of Yonkers, City Hall Yonkers, 
NY. Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 
168 Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

Helen Muller, 93, a life long 
Yonkers resident passed away 
on Friday, August 22, 2008. She 
was born on August 16, 1915, to 
George and Marie (Kohlberger) 
Rosenfelder in Yonkers where she 
was raised and graduated from 
Commerce High School. Helen 
married her loving husband Karl 
Muller on October 8, 1939, at the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer in Yonkers of which she 
was a parishioner; he predeceased 
her on November 1, 1978. Helen 
is survived by her loving daughter, 
Carol Muller and her husband 
Terrence O’Grady of Yonkers, her 
cherished grandchildren Brendan 
and Maggie O’Grady, and her 
step grandson Michael O’Grady. 
Also surviving is her sister Elise 
Beckert of South Berlin, NY, plus 
Helen’s two nephews Bruce and 
James Beckert. Visitation was held 
at the Whalen & Ball Funeral Home 
on Monday, August 25, 2008. A 
Graveside Service was held at 
Oakland Cemetery at 12:15 PM that 
Monday, followed by Interment. 
Whalen & Ball Funeral Home, 168 
Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. 
(914) 965-5488.

Adelaide A. Mytych, 88, a lifelong 
Yonkers resident passed away 
on Wednesday, August 20, 2008. 
She was born on May 27, 1920, 

to Patrick & Elizabeth (O’Hara) 
Whalen in Yonkers where she was 
raised and attended St. Joseph’s 
School and graduated from 
Commerce High School. Adelaide 
married her loving husband Louis 
S. Mytych on June 12, 1949, at St. 
Joseph’s Church in Yonkers; he 
predeceased her on Dec. 14, 2002. 
She was a cook for the Priests & 
Sisters of Charity at St. Joseph’s 
Church for over 25 years, retiring 
in 1999. Adelaide was a parishioner 
of St. Joseph’s Church and member 
of the St. Joseph’s Senior Citizens 
Club and the VFW post 1616 in 
Yonkers. She loved reading, doing 
puzzles, Bingo, and playing shuffle 
board. Besides her husband, she is 
predeceased by her two brothers 
John Burke, Francis Whalen, and 
her three sisters, Mary Anderson, 
Veronica McDonough and Helen 
Bertoldi. Adelaide is survived by 
her loving son Louis Mytych and 
his wife Dawn of Purchase, NY, 
her adored two grandchildren Sarah 
and Christopher Mytych. A mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated 
for Adelaide on Thursday, August 
28, 2008, at St. Joseph’s Church in 
Yonkers followed by Interment at 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery. The family 
received friends on Wednesday, 
August 27, 2008, at the Whalen & 
Ball Funeral Home in Yonkers. In 
lieu of flowers donations can be 
made in Adelaide’s memory to St. 
Joseph’s Church, 141 Ashburton 
Ave. Yonkers, NY. 10701 Whalen 
& Ball Funeral Home, 168 Park 
Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. (914) 
965-5488.
 

   The temperature was cruising 
towards the 100 degree mark, the 
two-mile stretch of roadway through 
the Connecticut countryside was 
shimmering in the mid afternoon 
haze and the summer’s stillness 
was broken only by the steady 
rumble from the twin exhausts of 
the Corvette Convertible. 
   Its 6.2-liter, 436-horsepower V-8 
engine was purring under the sleek, 
curved, unmistakable shape of the 
Corvette, waiting for permission 
to leap. I shifted from six-speed 
automatic into manual sport mode, 
slid the Temptations’ Runaway 
Child into the CD player, cranked 
up the bass on the seven-speaker 
Bose system, gripped the leather 
steering wheel with my fingertips 
on the chrome paddle shifts and 
floored the accelerator.  The rumble 
turned into a dull roar as the 
Corvette leaped forward, passing 
60 miles per hour in little over four 
seconds. The acceleration nearly 
doubled my weight in an instant, 
pushing me back into the thickly 
padded leather seats as the wind 
smoothly slid by with a soft rush 
that did not interfere with the bass 
line pounding from Bose speakers 
in the doors. In 10 seconds the 
Corvette’s speedometer smoothly 
moved past 100 and less than a 
quarter mile of sunny Connecticut 
countryside slid by in green blur.
   The speedometer nudged 140 as 
the convertible approached a long, 
slow curve. I tapped the paddle shift, 
instantly sliding into fifth gear and 
gently tapped the brakes, slowing 
to 110 as the Corvette entered the 
curve, where its electronic traction 
control system and the extra-
wide,19-inch rear wheels combined 
to grip the hot highway surface 

tighter than a first round draft pick 
holds onto his NFL bonus check. 

Shifting Gears: Going Topless with the Leader of the Pack
By Roger Witherspoon

The curve quickly receded into the 
rear view mirror as I tapped the 
paddle shift, moved back to sixth 
gear and marched the speedometer 
back to 140. All too soon, the 
two mile mark was reached and I 
returned to the posted speed limit, 
driving an abnormal car like any 
other normal vehicle.
   But the 2008 Corvette, the iconic 
symbol of American street racing, is 
not just any other car. Will Cooksey, 
the six-foot, six-inch Black engineer 
who was the driving force behind 
the current generation of Corvettes, 
has said often that he wanted three 
things out of his pride and joy:
   It should be comfortable enough 
to serve as an every day sedan, or a 

cross country touring car.
   It should be inexpensive enough 

to compete with 
the Porsche 911 
and Dodge Viper 
and still leave the 
owner with enough 
money to send a 
child to college.
It should be the 
fastest production 
car on the road.
   With the Corvette 
C o n v e r t i b l e 
Cooksey, who runs 
GM’s Bowling 
Green production 
plant, has been 
successful. Inside, 
the Corvette’s seats 
are wide, power 

adjustable and – if the weather calls 
for it – heated. The leather-wrapped 

steering wheel tilts 
and telescopes, and 
has fingertip controls 
for the audio and 
cruise control. The 
Bose sound system, 
which delivers every 
distinct note despite 
the passing wind, 
serves the CD and 
MP3 player, as well 
as the AM/FM and 
XM satellite radio.
   It does not have 
Bluetooth, but 
the Corvette does 
feature GM’s OnStar 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
system which 

works for telephone calls and can 
provide live concierges to give 
you directions. That is not usually 

necessary, since the touch screen, 
satellite-driven navigation system 
works even in rural areas.
   The Corvette comes with a price 
tag of about $73,000, about $50,000 
shy of its competitors and enough 
for a pretty good start on a college 
education.
   Then, of course, there is speed. 
The Corvette Convertible tops out 
at 190 miles an hour. But if that 
is not enough speed, there is its 
tougher cousin, the Corvette Z06, 
which has a 505 horsepower engine 
and pushes 200 miles per hour, 
which puts it well ahead of the hot 
rod pack.
   Most of us will never get close 
to either speed. But while running 
along the open road, with the top 
down and bright sun lighting the 

way, it’s nice to know you can.  

2008 Corvette Convertible 
MSRP: $73,210
EPA Mileage: 15 MPG City;
25 MPG Highway 
Performance/Safety: 
0 – 60 MPH: 4.3 Seconds
¼ Mile: 12.4 Seconds at 117 MPH
Top Speed: 190 MPH 
   6.2-Liter V-8 engine producing 
436 horsepower and 428 pound-
feet of torque;  6-speed automatic 
transmission with paddle shift 
manual mode; tour and sport 
settings; traction control; 4-wheel 
suspension; power, speed sensitive 
rack & pinion steering; magnetic 
selective ride control; dual mode 
exhaust; 5-spoke cast aluminum 
wheels; antilock brake system; 
4-wheel disc brakes; 18-inch front 
wheels, 19-inch rear wheels; fixed 
xenon high-intensity discharge 
headlamps; keyless access with 
push-button start; fog and daytime 
running lamps; front & side impact 
airbags. 

Interior/ Comfort: 
   AM/FM XM satellite radio; OnStar 
communications system; DVD-
based, touch-screen navigation 
system; single CD player;MP3 
connection;  Bose premium 
7-speaker surround sound system; 
heads-up display; tilt & telescope, 
leather steering wheel; heated 
leather seats; power convertible top; 
fingertip audio and cruise controls.

mailto:WTTeditor@gmail.com
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www.YonkersRiverfest.com

Burtis Construction

2 0 0 8  S P O N S O R S

A day of non-stop FREE entertainment for the whole family!

Join the Celebration!

Presented by the Yonkers Downtown Waterfront BID
in association with Mayor Philip Amicone
and the City of Yonkers

Join Us for Our 16th Annual Riverfront Festival

Saturday, September 13
BEGINNING AT NOON AT THE YONKERS WATERFRONT

Bennett Kielson Storch DeSantis Division

M E D I A  S P O N S O R S
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