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By Hezi Aris
   Yonkers City Council Minority 
and Budget Committee Chairman 
Liam McLaughlin, with Co-
Chair Dennis Robertson, and the 
balance of the City 
Council membership in 
attendance, opened the 
April 24, 2007 meeting 
to discuss the Tax 
Incremental Financing 
(TIF) construct in 
relationship to the 
proposed Gateway 
Project contemplated 
by SFC Yonkers, 
a consortium of 
developers Struever, 
Fidelco, and Capelli.
   Each of the Council members and 
an entourage of ancillary personnel 
were handed a booklet that would 
reference TIF examples cited in 
various points throughout the 
nation. The media did not receive 
such reference material. While 
similarities exist over the various 
TIF constructs throughout the 
nation, they are also differentiated 
from one another by the legal tenets 
of each state, thereby making each 
study analogous to one another, 
yet definitely not similar enough 
to contemplate comparing those 
exercised in Chicago, Illinois, with 
that contemplated for Yonkers, New 
York.
UBS (the former Union Bank of 
Switzerland) and Citi Group sat 
at the table before the Budget 
Committee to give an overview 
about TIF. Each individual, adept 
at a small aspect of TIF, waxed 
eloquently for over half-an-hour 

Asking for Another Leap 
of Faith

about the financial design.
   In time, Councilmember Dee 
Barbato would ask the most pithy 
question, that is, who would be 

responsible for meeting 
the financial obligation 
of the TIF bonds if, after 
a few years, a financial 
downturn would cause 
the development to 
not be able to meet 
its obligations to the 
bond holders? After 
a lengthy, rambling 
attempt at explanation 
by one of the bankers, 
diminished in clarity by 
an increased intrusion 

of sound into the chamber, it turns 
out that the “payer of last resort” 
will be the Yonkers taxpayer.
   What a revelation. It certainly took 
Co-Chairman Dennis Robertson 
to task. So much so he asked for 
clarification. The bankers would not 
be cornered into answering. They 
each did stress that UBS and Citi 
Group  each oversee the TIF design 
so as to mitigate all envisioned 
issues and that they would not 
move ahead with the project unless 
they felt it could be sold.
   What they did not emphasize is 
that their responsibility to their 
shareholders is simply to make a 
profit on creating the consortium 
through which they could sell 
the TIF bonds. Once sold, they 
had no further responsibility to 
anyone. Mention of a consortium 
piqued Majority Leader Pat 
McDow’s interest in asking if 
there would be minority owned 

MOUNT VERNON, NY- Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Westchester/Bronx) 
presented Zivonee Laviscount, a 
student at The Milestone School 
in Mt. Vernon, with the 1st Place 
Award for her age category in his 
2007 Black History Month Contest 
last week, which recognizes 

Senator Klein Presents Black History 
Month Contest Awards

1st Place Award and Certificates Presented to Students

outstanding achievement in a 
creative interpretation of this 
year’s theme: Influential African 
Americans Who Have Inspired and 
Changed Our Country.  
   Senator Klein presented the award 
in a special ceremony in front of 
assembled 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders.  

Certificates of recognition were 
also be awarded to Jonas Park, 
Maya House, Jordan Richardson, 
and Daniel Antoine in recognition 
of their submissions.  The contest 
was open to all residents of the 34th 
Senate District.  

YONKERS, NY -
-  A New York State 
and retail industry 
icon, Cross County 
Shopping Center is 
once again poised 
for reinvention as 
construction begins 
on a comprehensive 
redevelopment and 
expansion of the 53-
year-old shopping 
destination. 
   “Cross County 
Shopping Center 
has a unique place 
in the history of this 
community and the 
retail industry, and we 
have an opportunity to 
build on the center’s 
legacy and strengths to create a 
fresh new experience,” noted John 
Genovese, senior vice president, 
development for Macerich, which 
manages, leases and will redevelop 
the center on behalf of Brooks 

Redevelopment of Landmark  
Shopping Center Begins

Cross County Shopping Center to Undergo Dramatic Transformation

Shopping Center, LLC. “We’re 
taking an already strong property to 
the next level and creating an even 
more productive destination for our 
shoppers and retail partners.” 
   Plans to redevelop the center 

include introducing a contemporary 
architectural design for the 
building facades, providing a 
sophisticated backdrop for the 
center’s merchandise mix. Together 

TARRYTOWN, NY --  Visitors 
to Washington Irving’s Sunnyside 
on Sunday, May 13, can enjoy a 
different kind of gift for Mother’s 
Day — watching art being created 
while dining on festive lunches in a 
picturesque, outdoor setting.
   The event, which begins at 10 a.m. 

‘Artists-on-the-Hudson’ 
Event

Sunnyside Serves Food and Creates Fine Art 
and ends at 5 p.m., features more 
than a dozen artists scattered around 
the romantic grounds creating new 
works on site.
   Artists-on-the-Hudson provides 
visitors with a rare opportunity to 
view the process of art being created 
and to ask the artists questions. In 
addition, children and adults are 
invited to borrow art materials 
provided by Sunnyside, which is 
owned and operated by Historic 
Hudson Valley, to create their own 
works. Besides watercolor supplies, 
Sunnyside “then and now” paper 
is available, which features a 
reproduction of an 1850’s painting 
of Sunnyside on one side, and a 
hand-drawn “frame” on the other 
side waiting to be filled with current 
views of Sunnyside. Visitors who 
bring a camera can capture their 
loved ones posing inside a life-size 
picture frame.
   Artists taking part include Kevin 
Cook of New Paltz, Lynda Fassa 

ALBANY, NY -- Governor Eliot 
Spitzer and Lieutenant Governor 
David Paterson last week submitted 
legislation to create civil marriage 
equality for all New Yorkers. This 
historic legislation would establish 
equal responsibilities, recognition, 
benefits and protections for all 
married couples. The bill would 
additionally stipulate that no clergy 
member or religious institution 
should be compelled to perform 
any same-sex marriage ceremony.  
   Under current law, partners 
unable to enter into a civil marriage 
-- and their children -- lack legal 
protections taken for granted by 
married couples. In such areas as 
property ownership, inheritance, 
health care, hospital visitation, 
taxation, insurance coverage, 
child custody and pension 
benefits, married couples receive 
important safeguards against the 
loss or injury of a spouse, and 

Gov. Spitzer 
Proposes 
Equality 

Legislation

YONKERS, NY  -- New York 
Water Taxi (NYWT) began direct 
commuter service between Yonkers 
(Yonkers Pier, 1 Van Der Donck 
Street) and the World Financial 
Center and Pier 11 (Wall Street) in 
Lower Manhattan on Tuesday, May 
1. Selected by the Port Authority 
of NY/NJ, the Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation and the 
City of Yonkers to run the service, 
New York Water Taxi has developed 
an operational infrastructure to 
berth two of its vessels in Yonkers.  
   Commuter service will operate 
Monday through Friday between 
5:50am – 8:30am and from 4:30pm 
– 7:30 pm. This one seat ride to 
will take 45 minutes to the World 
Financial Center and 57 minutes to 
Pier 11/Wall Street.  Fares are $12 
one way, $110 for a 10-trip book 
and $400 for a 40-trip book.  
To inaugurate the new service, and 
give commuters the opportunity to 
test the waters, NYWT is offering 

Yonkers Ferry Service 
Initiated to Lower 

Manhattan 

passengers a free ride during 
the month of May.  For more 
information, and to reserve one free 
roundtrip ticket, please visit www.
nywatertaxi.com. 
   Parking for the Pier is available 
at the Yonkers Parking Authority’s 
Buena Vista Parking Garage on 
Main Street. The City of Yonkers 
Parking Authority is offering a 40% 
discount on the monthly parking 
fee at the Buena Vista Garage for 
patrons of New York Water Taxi 
that present a 40-trip pass during the 
month of May (regularly $70.00, 
now $40.00). 
Tom Fox, president of New York 
Water Taxi, stated “Our vessels 
have low-wake hulls to minimize 
their impact on the marine 
environment and are equipped with 
hospital grade mufflers to reduce 
noise.  The cabin is isolated on 
specially designed mounts to give 
our passengers a smooth ride and 

MAMARONECK, NY -- The 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has arrived in 
Westchester and is working with 
Westchester County government to 
help local residents apply for federal 
aid to recover from the storm. 
FEMA has opened its first Disaster 
Recovery Center at the Senior 
Nutrition Community Center at the 

FEMA Operating in 
Westchester County

First Disaster Recovery Centers Open in 
Mamaroneck, Eastchester, and White Plains

Mamaroneck Town Center, 740 W. 
Boston Post Road. Eastchester was 
next to open Disaster Recovery 
Center at  Eastchester Public 
Library, 11 Oakridge Place. A third 
center opened its doors at the New 
Rochelle Emergency Operations 
Center, 90 Beaufort Place. The 

see FEMA Pg. 4

MAMARONECK, NY -- 
Purchase College Conservatory 
of Dance alumna Nelly Van 
Bommel, of Mamaroneck, NY, 
won the Milwaukee Ballet second 
international choreographic 
competition which was held recently 
at the historic Pabst Theater, in 

Nelly Van 
Bommel Wins 
International 
Choreograph-
ic Competition
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financial institutions involved in 
the syndicate. Neither UBS nor 
City Group had such banks within 
their personal sights but advised 
that they would design 90 percent 
of the consortium and that Yonkers 
could input their specific demands/
desires to completing the financial 
houses to be involved. It seems for 
McDow, it is more pertinent for her 
to have minority owned financial 
institution involved in TIF Yonkers 
than it is to first decide whether TIF 

Asking for Another Leap of Faith
is appropriate for the taxpayers of 
the City of Yonkers.
   No matter how the contracts 
may be drawn up in defining and 
designing TIF for Yonkers, the 
“payer of last resort” will be the 
taxpayers of Yonkers. SFC Yonkers 
has yet to admit that at any of 
their public sponsored forums. 
   SFC Yonkers further has not 
admitted that eminent domain is an 
aspect of TIF. Why not?
   As we tread toward the future, 
foment among people, religions, 
and other schisms of strife and 

violence may see its way toward 
destroying the infrastructure and 
the designs upon which they will 
rest. Is it so farfetched to imagine 
a suicide bomber taking his is her 
wrath, for some reason or another 
upon what is to be known as the 
Gateway Project? Could insurance 
coverage be instituted to bridge 
the cost of a cyclical downturn or 
that of one unforeseen? If not, why 
not? And more importantly, why 
must the experts from UBS and Citi 
Group not offer the Yonkers Budget 
Committee an exact, studied, and 

expert dissertation on all the issues, 
both positive and negative? Don’t 
they know the pitfalls that could 
visit us in the use of TIF?  
   Should the City Council 
membership vote passage of the 
tax incremental financing scheme 
without regard to mitigating 
likely, logical, and calamitous 
consequences upon  the taxpayers 
of Yonkers, they must each be held 
liable for any future liabilities in a 
court of law.

By Henry J. Stern

NEW YORK, NY -- We waited 
a day for others to have their 
say about the tragedy at Virginia 
Tech.   Naturally people have 
different views about what should 
be done.   The gun haters say 
Virginia’s lax gun laws made it 
possible for the shooter to buy the 
guns easily.  The gun lovers say if 
the students or teachers had guns 
they could have stopped him before 
he killed 32 people.  The police 
could have locked down the campus 
but they erroneously believed 
they had found the murderer.  The 
university counseling services 
knew about him but said without an 
overt act on his part, nothing could 
be done. His roommates thought he 
was crazy, but the world is full of 
nuts.  His parents appear to be hard 
working dry cleaners.  Who knows 
how aware they were of their son’s 
murderous proclivities?
   Certainly part of the blame falls 
on Virginia’s extraordinarily lax 
gun laws. You can buy a gun every 
month simply by walking into 
a shop and showing an I.D. The 
Virginia legislature even passed 
a law, L.2007, ch. 509, called the 
anti-Bloomberg law, which makes 
it a felony for a private investigator 
(Those employed by the City of 
New York are the targets of this 
law.) to buy a firearm, not for 
personal use, which has been sold 
illegally by a gun shop. The Old 
Dominion interprets the Second 
Amendment as almost absolute, 
rejects reasonable requirements 
to promote public safety, and 
criminalizes the efforts of others 
to prevent sales which are illegal 
even under Virginia law.  The killer 
could not have picked a better state 
to make himself a walking arsenal. 
   Of course most of the blame 
belongs on the suicide killer. He 

Can Anyone Prevent Mass Murder? 
Sharing the Blame at Virginia Tech: Who Are the Enablers of 32 Deaths?

fired the shots.  Virginia enabled 
him to act without difficulty, but so 
twisted a mind could have bought 
guns elsewhere. We are fortunate 
that the madman killed himself, 
which seems to be the custom in 
cases like this. We will not have 
to hear the pratings of bleeding 
hearts that he is not guilty because 
of insanity, or the absolutist foes 
of capital punishment who would 
support him for the rest of his life at 
public expense, and hope he doesn’t 
kill anyone else because he cannot 
receive any greater punishment. If 
he were insane, they say, he could 
not be responsible, and if he were 
sane, he could not have committed 
the act. Give the man a chance to be 
cured, and become a useful member 
of society. Sure. It is also highly 
unlikely that any faculty will adopt 
a resolution denouncing the killer or 
his crime, they save their indignation 
for the Duke lacrosse team. 
   We note that President Bush 
flew to the scene and spoke to 
the students and faculty about the 
nation’s grief at the crime. Cynics 
and racists can say that was because 
the victims were mostly white. We 
believe he and his staff have learned 
from Katrina that when a national 
tragedy occurs, the President 
should be first on the scene, not 
last. But we must learn more from 
disasters than how to mourn. 
   The shooter is not the only 
person in this awful chain of events 
who bears responsibility. We find 
considerable fault with the university 
mental health service, the officials 
who said nothing could be done 
because there had been no overt 
act. Well, they now have the overt 
act. Sadly, they are more concerned 
with the rights of psychopaths 
than the rights of the public. 
   This is not a case of a normal 
or average student suddenly and 
unpredictably exploding to commit 

an unspeakable crime. From 
what we read, people had known 
for years that the man was crazy 
and potentially violent. He left 
a trail of clues. He showed it in 
the plays he wrote and his bizarre 
behavior. Students actually spoke 
of the possibility that some day 

he would be a shooter. They were 
more prescient than the mental 
health personnel who were paid 
to deal with disturbed students. 
   We frequently read about men 
killing women who had obtained 
orders of protection from the 
courts. Do you think a man who 
is capable of murdering a woman 
out of jealousy or rage would 
be deterred by a piece of paper 
issued by a court? There has been 
case after case in which specific 
acts of violent behavior have been 
threatened and predicted, but the 
authorities took no action because, 
they explained, that nothing could 
be done unless there had been 
an overt act, by which time there 
was no living person to protect.. 
   Every disaster should teach 
us something about preventing 
similar occurrences in the future 
or minimizing casualties. We 
predict emergency drills will 
now be held involving campus 
lockdowns and better warning 
systems for stores, offices and 

colleges. Perhaps the Post Office 
should receive special attention. 
   One necessary change would be 
greater vigilance and initiative by 
mental health employees. You have 
to wait until someone commits a 
crime to send him to jail, but there is 
a range of interventions that can be 
applied to help prevent an explosion. 
Anyone who wrote the play, 
“Richard McBeef”, now posted on 
the internet at the smoking gun.com 
Website is clearly in need of outside 
assistance. If he resists counseling, 
that is an indication that the problem 
is even worse than it may appear. 
It is the duty of the university, in 
loco parentis, to act or to explain 
fully its failure to act. Waiting for 
an overt act is no defense for failure 
to prevent one that appears to have 
been so predictable a possibility. 
   There are bound to be high-level 
inquiries into the tragedy, what did 
the police do or fail to do, why 
didn’t the university president take 
action, who were, or were not, 
notified and why the students and 
faculty were not told that there was 
a killer loose on campus, even if 
it was not certain that this was the 
case. How long should it have taken 
the police to determine that student 
Thornhill was highly unlikely to be 
a double murderer. This case will be 
thoroughly ruminated (digested four 
times, as by a cow) by the media in 
the months to come. Michael Moore 
might make a movie as to how this 
is the fault of the “rich kids” whom 
the killer blamed for his distress. 
He has already done Columbine. 
   Three annoying thoughts remain, 
with which you may or may not 
agree.  It’s all right, either way. 
 
1. Explosions and suicide attacks 
occur in Iraq every day, killing just 
as many innocent people, including 
children.  It is not primarily 
America’s fault when Iraqis kill 

each other, although we certainly 
have some responsibility for the 
situation. 
   This is not intended to start 
a discussion about the war - it 
is just that this brings home 
the tragedy. What to do about 
it is another matter entirely. 
2. A system which protects killers 
until they commit murder is 
seriously flawed. If the shooter 
were a terrorist, muttering about 
jihad, there would have been 
much earlier intervention. If 
he threatened an airliner, he 
would be arrested on the spot. 
   We must be more aware of the 
dangers to others caused by mental 
illness. People should report 
threats, and professionals should 
be more aggressive in dealing 
with these cases in order to avert 
tragedy. For example, if a head of 
state says he will destroy another 
country with nuclear weapons, 
that means something, whether he 
has the current capacity to do so 
or is the process of acquiring such 
capacity. Nations who ignore such 
threats do so at their peril. On the 
local side, authorities who ignore 
threats and psychotic behavior, 
or act as if they were powerless 
to deal with them, endanger the 
public they are sworn to protect. 
3. Justice William O. Douglas wrote 
in 1949, “There is danger that, if the 
court does not temper its doctrinaire 
logic with a little practical wisdom, 
it will convert the constitutional 
Bill of Rights into a suicide pact.” 
He was a liberal with sanity.

Mr. Stern is president of New York 
Civic (www.NYCivic.org) and a 

blogger on public issues.  
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.
Read New York Civic, Henry J. 

Stern’s Website . 

By Jason Gooljar
  
   Bottled water has become a very 
huge and lucrative market for 
corporations. Millions of people 
would rather drink bottled water 
than rely upon the tap water provided 
by their local municipalities. This 
concept falls under the aegis that 
bottled water is cleaner and safer 
than tap water. Is it really that much 
better? When you think about it, as 
tax payers we are paying to ensure 
that our water supply is up to par. 
Because of perceived governmental 
failure to oversee our water system, 
should we consider privatizing 
our water supply, as neoliberals 
seem to be promoting? Should 
we just go the bottled water route 
and make people have office type 
water coolers in their houses? 
Hardly. This would play right into 
the hands of anti-government and 

The Truth About Bottled Water
anti-social program followers with 
their belief in “starving the beast”.  
    There have been a good amount of 
studies completed that state bottled 
water is no less safer than tap water. 
There was a major study in 1999 
by NRDC (http://www.nrdc.org/
water/drinking/bw/bwinx.asp); I’ve 
also found an article in USA Today 
from 2001 (http://www.usatoday.
com/news/health/2001-05-02-
bottled-water.htm) that continues 
this rationale. Buying bottled water 
cannot simply replace the need for 
a healthy and sustainable water 
supply. Also, did you know that a 
quarter of the water in bottled water 
is actually tap water anyway? This 
last fact relates directly to Coca-
Cola, and its Dasani brand, as well 
as Pepsi, and its Aquafina brand. 
What’s also important to know is 
that bottled water is not regulated as 
strictly as tap water. There is much 

to be concerned about with regard 
to ensuring that our tap water is 
safe and healthy. The public water 
system belongs to we, the people, 
and can be improved upon, whereas, 
when you privatize water, you loose 
the ability to effectively regulate.  
    When you think about it, the 

transportation of bottled water 
actually uses a lot of energy, namely 
oil. The bottled water from the 
springs of some foreign paradise 
has to get to your local supermarket 
after all. Either it gets here by plane 
or ship, so there is an actual input 
of fossil fuels and pollution into 
the equation. Also, how about all 
the packaging and plastic that goes 
into those bottles of water. When 
the bottles are discarded, are they 
biodegradable? Somehow I don’t 
think that the plastic bottle that 
holds your favorite brand of spring 
water is good for the environment.  
    In India, I’ve read about 
corporations tapping into local 
groundwater aquifers and draining 
them to be used in bottled water 
products. Even today, the illegal 
extraction of water continues to 
jeopardize the water security of 
millions in India. It is hard to 

imagine water as a resource that 
can run out. When I first thought 
of water in the terms of something 
like a fossil fuel; I felt that since 
it rained, we’d always have water 
-  right? This would make it a 
renewable resource, right? But 
with the world’s population set to 
increase, and the consumption of 
water continuing at current rates, 
there is simply no way to replenish 
the vast amounts of water that we 
use.  In the end, its about fixing tap 
water, and not switching to bottled 
water. 

Visit Jason Gooljar, at
http://www.jasongooljar.com 
the progressive liberal on a 

crusade!online.
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Weir Only Human

Like Klockwork

By Joe Klock, Sr.
 
   Barring extreme disability 
when you reach threescore years 
and two, full retirement from 
gainful occupation makes no more 
sense than watching the grass 
grow or investing in the lottery. 
   “Gainful occupation,” for 
purposes of this opusette, means 
something to do that is rewarding 
to you or someone else, as opposed 
to being a fungus on society.  
   Since the earliest humanoids 
strapped on fig leaves, adult 
humanoids have fantasized about 
an existence wherein there is no 
obligation to do anything more than 
eat, sleep, attend to bodily functions 
and pursue hedonistic pastimes. 
   As the stuff of daydreams, it’s hard 
to beat, especially for those who 
are burdened by the yoke of labor 
that is necessary for survival and/or 
fulfilling inescapable commitments. 
   Let’s agree, though, that it’s 
only “work” if you’d rather be 
doing something else, a truism 

You’re Too Good to be Through at Age 62
that explains the behavior of those 
who seem unwilling or unable 
to “stop and smell the flowers.” 
   Obtaining relief from “having 
to do” is a legitimate goal for just 
about any but the most dedicated of 
masochists, but having nothing to do 
is a fate worse than debt or overwork. 
   In “Man’s Search For Meaning,” 
Viktor Frankl identified 
purposelessness as one of 
mankind’s most cruel scourges, 
a dreaded opposite of what the 
French describe as a “raison d’etre,” 
a worthwhile reason to exist. 
   There is irrefutable evidence that 
those who retire - that is to say, 
withdraw - from meaningful activity 
hit the obits much sooner than those 
who find a “raison” in the sun, even 
as the twilight of life approaches.  
   All that is prefatory to 
discussing the modern American 
fairy story of Social Security. 
   In 1935, when the system was 
instituted, it was a statistical 
slam-dunk for Uncle Sam, since 
the payoff date was age 65, only 

the individual 
worker got to 
collect benefits, 
and average 
life expectancy 
was 63 years. 
   It was a good 
deal for some 
workers. The 
first one to retire, 
one day after 
SS’s enactment, 
enjoyed a 340% 
return on his 
i n v e s t m e n t , 
having paid in 
but a nickel and 
receiving a check 
for 17 cents. (Would I kid you? Check 
out Ernest Ackerman in Google.) 
   On the other handout, one Ida 
May Fuller (also Googlable), retired 
in 1940, after paying in a smidge 
over 22 bucks during three years 
of employment beforehand. Before 
kicking off at age 100, she pocketed 
$22,888, almost exactly 1,000 
times more than she had kicked in. 

   Still, the Social 
Security fund 
was then sound 
and solvent, 
although already 
under attack 
by America’s 
e l e c t e d 
reprehensibles. 
   In 1939, 
C o n g r e s s 
e x t e n d e d 
benefits to 
s u r v i v i n g 
spouses and 
children, then 
in 1956 added 
d i s a b i l i t y 

payments, meanwhile raiding 
the fund and replacing 
solid equity with IOUs. 
   Effective in 1961, participants 
were given the option of retiring 
at 62, with reduced monthly 
payments, but the probability of 
collecting more benefits over an 
ever-expanding life expectancy 
   Future recipients now include Baby 

Boomers, who will swell the ranks 
of eligibles from today’s 40 million 
to 71 million by 2030, with far 
fewer workers paying into the fund. 
   To make a long story longer 
and validate its realistic label as a 
Grim Fairy Tale, the present system 
will be unable to meet its future 
promises, unless taxes are raised 
and/or benefits reduced and/or 
the age of eligibility postponed. 
   (Please read that last 
paragraph again, because it is 
the gutbucket of this message!) 
   Don’t count on either incumbent 
or wannabe office holders to 
touch any of those three remedies 
with a pole of any length, much 
less the customary ten feet.  
   These are political third rails with 
a politically destructive charge 
that would make the electric chair 
seem like a Whoopee Cushion. 
   Therefore, dear hearts - especially 
if you’re in the vicinity of mid-
life or newly qualified for AARP 
membership, DO NOT focus 
your financial sights or dreamy 

By Bob Weir
   Let me begin by saying that I don’t 
like Alec Baldwin. No, I have never 
met the man, but, from all that I’ve 
read about him, he appears to be 
arrogant, self-centered and a typical 
knee-jerk Hollywood liberal. 
Nevertheless, his widely publicized 
voicemail rant was, in my opinion, a 
private affair that should never have 
made it onto the public airwaves. 
Who among us has not lost our 
temper during a very frustrating 
moment in our lives? The only 
difference, in most cases, is that we 
could calm down and be thankful 
that only a few people witnessed 
the outburst. Try to imagine 
seeing it over and over on national 
television. Because Baldwin is a 
celebrity and has spoken negatively 
about President Bush and the war 
in Iraq, his embarrassing voicemail 
moment became fodder for the talk 
shows and columnists.  
   Sean Hannity on his Fox News 
show declared that Baldwin should 
be arrested for displaying such 

Fathers, the Other Parent
violence against an 11 year-old 
child. Of course, the “violence” 
referred to is the threat made by 
Baldwin to fly across the country 
to meet with his daughter and 
“straighten” her out. However, 
there is no evidence that he has ever 
been violent with his daughter. That 
doesn’t excuse him from using such 
despicable language toward the 
little girl, but it also doesn’t merit 
a stretch in Sing Sing. Hannity’s 
level of objectivity is significantly 
lowered by the well-known feud 
he has going with Baldwin. Hence, 
using this private communication 
between a father and his daughter to 
further antagonize his adversary and 
take some cheap shots doesn’t say 
much about Hannity’s character.  
   Furthermore, what does it say 
about the person who gave the 
recording to the media in order to 
use Baldwin’s temporary meltdown 
to further humiliate him? If it was 
done by Kim Bassinger, his former 
wife and mother of the child, it would 
indicate a level of spitefulness that 

should tell us all we need to know 
about the relationship that currently 
exists. This unfortunate event 
should also give us some insight 
into the divorce laws in this country 
and the child custody arrangements 
that so often leave men in hopeless 
situations. According to reports, 
Baldwin had a court agreement 
allowing him to call his daughter 
at certain designated times. His 
emotional spasm resulted from 
continuous attempts to obey the 
court order, only to be disappointed 
again and again by his daughter’s 
failure to answer the phone.     A 

couple of things are significant 
here. For one, inasmuch as the child 
is only eleven and can be forgiven 
for being somewhat unreliable, 
the same should not be true of Ms. 
Bassinger. She was well aware of the 
father’s rights in the matter, yet, one 
could conclude, she had no interest 
in fostering his relationship with his 
daughter. Moreover, she may have 
viewed it as another opportunity to 
tantalize him by taking advantage 
of the arcane rules of a broken 
system. It is just one of the many 
ways in which a vindictive person 
can twist the knife in the back of 

her/his former spouse, using unjust 
laws to accomplish the assault. 
In many acrimonious divorces 
involving custody, the children are 
symbolic of the bloody daggers 
being wielded by revenge-seeking 
former mates.  
   For the most part, courts are 
unwilling to deal with the inequities 
in the system, preferring to take the 
most pragmatic approach. Such an 
attitude often means that the man 
pays for everything and gets nothing 
in return; not even the respect of an 
answered phone call once a week. It 
needs to be stated that no marriage 
resulting in children should ever 
be considered a failure. Yet, those 
who would use a child as leverage 
to get even for what they perceive 
as their former partner’s culpability 
in a failed marriage are in denial 
about their own culpability, as 
well as their role in their children’s 
view of marriage. Children are 
not unaffected by the incivility 
of one parent toward another. In 
the mind of an 11 year-old, one 

vitriolic phone call from a father 
may be nothing when compared to 
a systematic pattern of torture by 
the mother toward the child’s other 
parent.  
   Meanwhile, Baldwin has 
apologized to his daughter and 
talked about what he calls, “Six 
years of frustration in which Kim 
(Bassinger) has done everything 
to alienate Ireland (his daughter) 
from me.” In a country that cared 
more about fairness, justice and 
family harmony than it does about 
sound bites and celebrity-driven 
sensationalism that would be the 
real story. 

Bob Weir is an accomplished 
writer having penned seven novels: 

“Murder in Black and White,” 
“City To Die For,” “Powers That 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly To 
Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death” and “Out of Sight.” Bob 

Weir is a contributing columnist to 
Yonkers Tribune and Westchester 

Times Tribune. .  
BobWeir777@aol.com.

sighs on a life of subsidized 
leisure when you arrive at 62. 
   Unless you can “make marry” like 
John Kerry or rake in a haul in Power 
Ball, start stashing funds away 
right now to guarantee some glitter 
in those Golden Years to come. 
   The bad news is that Uncle 
Sam is totally incapable of 
making that happen, so figure on 
working on, if need be, beyond the 
statutory emancipation age of 62. 
   The good news is that if you 
retire TO a productive existence, 
rather than from one, you’ll live 
much more happily ever after.      
   Well, maybe not “ever” after, but 
you get the idea.   
 

Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 

winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 

“Klockwork,” is at
 www.joeklock.com.

By Assemblyman Greg Ball (R 
– Carmel)  
   “Many municipalities confront 
these issues (‘financial stress’) 
through scapegoating, blaming 
other levels of government for 
their financial problems.  Many 
municipalities take a knee jerk 
approach and immediately look to 
increase the property tax or sales 
tax without working to devise 
creative solutions to these complex 
problems.” – Robert Bondi, 
9/8/2004 
   Mr. Bondi must follow the wisdom 
he so expertly articulated in 2004. 
Indeed, the end of that year marked 
the 14th straight year that Putnam 
County had either cut or held the 
line on the County real property tax 
rate. Since then, Putnam’s fortunes 
have taken a turn for the worse.  
Residents have seen the County 
propose a new mortgage tax, lose 
money running a golf course, have 
its bond rating lowered, drastically 
increase property tax rates, increase 
its sales tax, and now, seek to 
increase its sales tax again.  One 
recent report listed Putnam County 
among the top 10 most heavily 
taxed counties in the United States. 
   The number one concern of 
residents that I encounter is the 
overall tax burden they bear. As 
the Assemblyman from this area I 
fight in Albany everyday against 
unfunded mandates and have voted 
down the line against bloated and 
irresponsible budgets. Back home, 
as a Putnam County taxpayer, I 

Ball to Bondi: Cut Spending Before 
Burdening Taxpayers…Again

have asked my County Executive 
to consider shrinking the size of 
county government while embracing 
innovative revenue streams in order 
to either lessen or eliminate the 
need for countywide tax hikes. 
He has repeatedly dismissed these 
suggestions. 
   It is a simple fact of life that most 
people do not receive 7%, 8%, 
9%, or 66% pay raises every year.  
How can our working families be 
expected to pay the tax increases 
proposed by the County Executive 
year after year? How can the County 
Executive say “Shop Putnam” and 
now raise the sales tax rate to one of 
the highest points in the entire state. 
Something must give – and it needs 
to start here with Putnam County 
government, this year. 
   Mr. Bondi states that the only way 
to avoid this budget crisis is to either 
increase the property tax by 66% 
or dramatically increase the sales 
tax. These options are simply not 
responsible because they refuse the 
third option of cutting government 

spending. The Putnam County 
Budget has nearly doubled in the 
past decade, and any discussion 
of raising taxes that eliminates the 
third option of cutting government 
is dishonest and reckless. 
   When I ran for public office, I 
spoke about the value of leadership. 
It may not be convenient for the 
County Executive to now have a 
State Assemblyman who is more 
than a rubber stamp. However, 
leadership is not about convenience, 
and the time has come for a serious 
discussion about cutting spending 
and slashing taxes in Putnam 
County. Our problems will not be 
solved with one shot revenue spikes 
or annual increases in the sales tax 
rate. 
   My message to Mr. Bondi is clear. 
Please follow your own advice 
and do not scapegoat the budget 
problems that occurred on your 
watch by threatening our seniors 
and veterans.  Avoid knee jerk 
approaches that rely upon tax hikes 
and shaky revenue projections.  
And do not increase the property 
tax or sales tax without first 
working to devise creative solutions 
to a problem that is ultimately your 
chosen responsibility.  The people 
of Putnam County are overtaxed 
and they are tired of politicians 
who continuously shift the financial 
responsibility for their political 
and financial mismanagement back 
onto their already overburdened 
shoulders: Bob, the buck stops 
here.  

By Assemblyman Mike Spano (R, 
I, C – Yonkers) 
“Earlier this week, I joined with my 
Assembly Minority colleagues to 
call attention to legislation enacting 
the death penalty for cop killers.  
Following Tuesday’s shooting of 
a state trooper, we called for an 
immediate vote on this legislation.  
It was voted down. 
“Yesterday, two different measures 
came before the Assembly.  One of 
these measures would prohibit a 
person who has been convicted of 
certain violent felony offenses from 
obtaining or lawfully possessing a 
rifle or shotgun.  The other measure 
would prohibit the possession of a 
50 caliber, or higher, firearm. Both 
of these measures were passed by 
the Assembly. 
“Although these measures are steps 
forward in protecting New York 
from gun crimes, criminals will still 
be able to access guns.  In fact, one 
of my colleagues cited gun laws in 
other states and nations like Japan 
where possession of any firearm is 
prohibited – however, in these other 
places criminals still purchase guns 
illegally on the black market.  That’s 
why we proposed an amendment 
that would clarify the certification 
and reporting requirements on those 

persons not suitable to possess 
a firearm, specifically targeting 
those confined to a mental hospital 
or institution for violent behavior 
resulting from mental illness.  This 
amendment was voted down. 
“I support the Second Amendment 
and feel that law abiding citizens 
of sound mind should be able to 
own guns.  The amendment we 
proposed wouldn’t have inhibited 
law abiding, mentally sound New 
Yorkers from having guns – it would 
have helped prevent tragedies like 
the recent massacre at Virginia 
Tech where the shooter was found 
mentally unstable with a history of 
violent tendencies.   

Working to Protect Against Gun 
Violence

“Yesterday, two more state troopers 
were shot – one was killed.  My 
heart goes out to these troopers and 
their families.  Within 48 hours of 
our calling upon the Legislature 
to address cop killers, three state 
troopers have been attacked in the 
line of duty.  Yet, time and time again 
this legislation is not addressed 
here in Albany.  I believe we need 
to enact the death penalty for cop 
killers.  Clearly, the criminals 
walking our streets are not afraid 
of the current consequence of life 
in prison so we must do two things.  
The first of which is to strengthen 
the penalties to deter criminals from 
committing crimes in the first place 
and the second is to crack down on 
the illegal sale and possession of 
guns.  Law-abiding New Yorkers 
should not be penalized with more 
red tape, while Albany continues 
putting their rights below that of 
criminals.  It cannot be tolerated. 
“Elected to serve the people of New 
York, our state’s safety and security 
should be paramount.  Instead 
of debating legislation which in 
practice will not protect us, we 
should be doing everything in our 
power as a Legislature to protect 
those who are risking their lives 
every day to protect us.” 

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. 
Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg (D-
NJ) introduced a bill to deter 
subsidiaries of U.S-controlled 
companies from doing business in 
Iran.  U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-
NY) is cosponsoring the measure.
    “We cannot knowingly allow 
U.S. companies to do business with 
terrorist states like Iran.  Period.  
My bill would close a loophole that 
companies are exploiting to skirt 
U.S. sanctions law and do business 
with Iran,” said Sen. Lautenberg.  
“We cannot allow companies to 
put corporate profits ahead of our 
national security.”
    “We should not let U.S. companies 
subvert U.S sanctions against Iran 
by using foreign subsidiaries. 
This legislation makes clear to 
companies that if you want to do 
business in the U.S., you cannot 
continue to pursue profit in Iran,” 
said Senator Clinton.

    The measure would strengthen 
existing sanction provisions in the 
International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act, which prohibits 
American companies from 
conducting business with nations 
that sponsor terrorism.  Some 
American companies have exploited 
a loophole in the law by creating 
foreign subsidiaries to do business 
with rogue nations like Iran.  These 
“shell” foreign subsidiaries often 
form and incorporate overseas for 
the specific purpose of bypassing 
U.S. sanctions.  

    For example, Halliburton 
owns a foreign subsidiary called 
Halliburton Products and Services, 
Ltd.  The company is registered in 
the Cayman Islands with offices 
located in Dubai and Tehran.  This 
Halliburton subsidiary has provided 
Iran with oil drilling equipment and 
services.
    Sen. Lautenberg will question 
Halliburton about its business 
dealings with Iran at a hearing on 
Monday in the Senate Commerce 
Committee.  The Senator’s bill, 
the “Stop Business With Terrorists 
Act of 2007,” would ensure such 
business ties end.
    “Economically isolating terrorists 
and the governments that support 
them will go a long way in fighting 
the war on terror,” said Lautenberg.  
“Corporations that provide Iran 
with revenue that could be used to 
finance terrorist activity must divest 
or face stiff penalties.” 

Bill To Sanction U.S. Companies Doing 
Business With Iran

 Senators Take Action to Make American Companies Like Halliburton 
Cut Business Ties With Iran
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From Page 1Legislation Approved:
Leaf blower pollution
   The County Board approved a law 
to require, by January 1, 2009, that 
county employees and contractors 
only use portable leaf blowers that 
meet exhaust emission standards 
set earlier this year by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency 
for work done on county-owned 
property, including parkland. 
Westchester is under mandates from 
the state and federal governments to 
reduce air pollution because it has 
unacceptable levels of ozone, as 
determined under the federal Clean 
Air Act. 
Tourism designation
   At the request of County Executive 
Andrew Spano, the County Board 
designated the County Office of 
Tourism as a “Tourist Promotion 
Agency” so it can promote tourism 
and apply for matching state funds. 
With its new designation, the Office 
of Tourism will be eligible for a 
state grant of about $75,000 to be 
used to market Westchester as a 
tourism destination. 
Airport rules and regulations
   The County Board approved new 
rules and regulations for the County 
Airport, which have not been 

Highlights of Actions Taken by the County Board of 
Legislators At Its April 23rd Meeting

updated since 
1979. There have 
been significant 
changes in 
p r o t o c o l s 
for airport 
admin i s t ra t ion 
and operations 
from the 
federal Transportation Security 
Administration, especially in 
response to the September 11, 2001 
terrorism attacks, including the 
authority to access secured areas 
and possess weapons. Fines for 
violating the new airport rules and 
regulations have been raised from 
a maximum of $100 to a cap of 
$10,000, with a provision to require 
violators to reimburse the airport 
for any expenses it had to pay to 
address violations. 
Funding Approved:
Culvert Study
   The County Board approved 
$300,000 for a study to explore 
the condition of roadway culverts 
at various locations and establish 
future rehabilitation projects. The 
study will also determine future 
construction costs and provide 
recommendations for implementing 
State Department of Environmental 

C o n s e r v a t i o n 
storm water 
regulations. 
North Yonkers 
Pump Station
   The County 
Board approved 
three capital 
projects at the 

North Yonkers Pump Station: $6.5 
million, in addition to previously-
authorized $1.5 million, for an 
electrical equipment upgrade; 
$3.75 million, in addition to $1.25 
million approved in the past, 
for pump station upgrades; and 
$1.6 million, in addition to the 
previously-approved $600,000, for 
odor control.
Record Center Rehabilitation
   The County Board approved 
$400,000 for rehabilitation projects 
at the Record Center in Elmsford. 
The funds will be used to design 
several projects, including a new 
generator system, a new archive 
vault system, a warehouse office 
area, replacement of the roofing 
system, replacement of the security 
alarm system and modification to 
the vault wall infrastructure system.  
Pleasantville Road Bridge
   The County Board approved 

$315,000, in addition to the 
previously-approved $200,000, 
to replace the Pleasantville Road 
Bridge, which is located over the 
Pocantico River. 
County office building windows
   The County Board approved 
$275,000 to replace windows in 
the Michaelian Office Building in 
White Plains. 
Appointments Approved:
• New Rochelle residents Sterling 
Jasper and Keith B. Parker as 
public members of the County Rent 
Guidelines Board.
• Mount Vernon resident Virginia 
S. Hawkins as a consumer 
representative member of the 
County Community Services 
Board.
• Scarsdale resident Robert P. Fisher, 
Jr. to the County Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation Board.
• Yonkers resident Cecile D. Singer 
as a District 15 representative 
member of the County Women’s 
Advisory Board.
• Bedford resident Joseph F. 
Iantorno as a member of the County 
Fire Advisory Board representing 
the Westchester County Association 
of Fire Chiefs.

crucial insurance against legal 
intrusion into marital privacy.  
   “This legislation would create 
equal legal protection and 
responsibilities for all individuals 
who seek to marry or have their 
marriage protected in the State of 
New York,” said Governor Spitzer. 
“Strong, stable families are the 
cornerstones of our society. The 
responsibilities inherent in the 
institution of marriage benefit those 
individuals and society as a whole.”  
   “This bill guarantees that the 
inalienable right to the pursuit of 
happiness will be protected equally 
for all individuals in the State 
of New York,” said Lieutenant 
Governor David Paterson. “This 
is an important step in the fight 
for civil rights for all people.”  
   The legislation will include 

Gov. Spitzer Proposes 
Equality Legislation

the following provisions:  
• A marriage that is otherwise valid 
under the law will be valid regardless 
of the sex of the individuals;  
• Government treatment, legal 
status, and all rights, benefits, 
privileges, protections or 
responsibilities relating to marriage 
will be equal for all individual 
parties who enter into marriage 
regardless of the sex of their partner;  
• No application for a marriage 
license will be denied on the 
ground that the parties are of the 
same, or a different, sex, and;  
• In consideration of private, ethical 
and religious beliefs, no clergy 
member or religious institution 
will be compelled to perform any 
marriage.

hours for all centers are 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m., 7 days a week.
   Storm victims can get help filling 
out applications at the centers 
and work with representatives of 
FEMA and the Small Business 
Administration to get information 
about disaster aid. Representatives 
from state agencies as well as 
county departments – Department 
of Social Services, Community 
Mental Health, Senior Services 
and others - will also be at the 
centers to help residents apply for 
food stamps, fill out forms, get 
counseling referrals or receive any 
other assistance. FEMA will open 
other centers in Westchester within 
the next few days in other hard hit 
areas of the county.
“We are working with FEMA in 
a massive outreach effort to help 
people apply for recovery aid and 
get services they so desperately 
need to get back on their feet,’’ said 
County Executive Andy Spano. 
“We are also helping FEMA to 
spread the word through local 
governments, non-profits, faith 
based organizations and other 
community organizations.’’ 
   Individuals and businesses that are 
in need of aid are being encouraged 
to apply for aid on-line or by 
phone. To register with FEMA, 
call 1-800-621-FEMA (1-800-621-
3362) (hearing/speech impaired 
ONLY- call TTY: 1-800-462-7585) 
between the hours of 8 am to 8 p.m. 
or go to FEMA’s Web site at www.
fema.gov. If you need additional 
help, you can visit the Disaster 
Recovery Center in your area, but 
you do not have to go to a center to 
apply for aid. 
To register for aid, storm victims 
will need to take the following 
steps:
1) Contact your insurance company: 
If you are NOT covered for the 

storm damage by your insurance 
company, you may be eligible for 
federal aid. You will need to obtain a 
letter from your insurance company 
saying you are not covered for 
damage from the storm. 
2) Register for FEMA aid: To 
receive any aid, you must take this 
first step and register for aid. Go to 
their Web site at www.fema.gov or 
call 1-800-621-FEMA (1-800-621-
3362) (hearing/speech impaired 
ONLY- call TTY: 1-800-462-7585) 
between the hours of 8 am to 8 p.m. 
You may have to wait when you 
call, so you may want to try early in 
the morning or late in the evening. 
But make sure you keep trying and 
register.
In addition to having a pen and 
paper, please have the following 
information ready to give to the 
person who takes your call:
* Your Social Security number. 
* A description of your losses that 
were caused by the disaster.
* Insurance information.
* Directions to your damaged 
property.
* A telephone number 
where you can be contacted.   

   After registering you will 
receive a packet and a loan 
application from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration. The loan 
application must be filled out by 
everyone regardless of whether you 
are a homeowner, renter or business 
and even if you are applying for 
a grant and not a loan. The loan 
application is the first step in the 
process to decide eligibility for any 
type of aid. Individuals are eligible 
for up to $28,200 in grants or up to 
$200,000 in small business loans to 
repair property and up to $40,000 
for replacement of personal property 
such as belongings. Businesses are 
eligible for up to $1.5 million in 

FEMA Operating in 
Westchester County

First Disaster Recovery Centers Open in 
Mamaroneck, Eastchester, and White Plains

From Page 1 loans. 
   Inspection: Once registered, you 
will receive a case number and 
within 7 to 10 days you will receive 
a call to make an appointment to 
have your property inspected. It is 
important to ask for the inspectors 
name, time or visit and other 
information that will help you to 
verify the identity of the inspector 
when he or she visits. Please 
remember to ask for identification 
to avoid potential for fraud.  .  
Decision. Shortly after the 
inspector’s visit, you will receive 
a letter from FEMA informing you 
of the decision on your request for 
assistance. 
* If you are eligible for help, the 
letter will be followed by a U.S. 
Treasury/State check or there will 
be a transfer of cash to your bank 
account. The letter will explain 
what the money can be used to pay 
for. 
* If you are not eligible for help, the 
FEMA letter will give the reason for 
the decision. You will be informed 
of your appeal rights.
Westchester County’s Health 
Department is also reaching out to 
help restaurants, many which were 
badly damaged, register for FEMA 
aid. The county’s Health Department 
has been working to inspect 
restaurants to make sure they meet 
health standards since much of their 
food and equipment was destroyed 
by the flood waters. More than 115 
food service establishments were 
inspected. Many still remain closed 
and may not reopen.
   For the latest update, visit www.
westchestergov.com  or visit www.
fema.gov for more information 
about applying for aid. For 
information on how to donate to 
charitable organizations or where 
to receive goods if you are a storm 
victim, call the United Way’s 211 
information line or visit 
www.westchestergov.com.

YONKERS, NY -- As Chairman 
of the Assembly Minority Sex 
Offender Watch Task Force, 
Assemblyman Mike Spano (R,I,C-
Yonkers) last week applauded the 
New York State Court of Appeals 
on its ruling that prosecutors can 
charge someone with disseminating 
indecent materials to minors 
over the Internet even when the 
materials are limited to words, 
not pictures. A lower court had 
dismissed the charges against 
Jeffrey Kozlow, who was arrested 
as part of a Westchester County 
sting operation in 2004, because his 

Assemblyman Spano Applauds Court Decision 
Reversing Ruling on Internet Porn

e-mails contained graphic language 
but no images. 
   “The Internet has become the 
preferred vehicle for predators to 
target children and we must have 
zero tolerance for dealing with 
these individuals before they can 
inflict physical and emotional harm 
to a child,” said Spano 
   Currently, there are no provisions 
under the current internet luring 
statute that specifically reference 
graphic conversations (in chat 
rooms) where no pornographic 
materials or visual images were 
exchanged.  By including the term 

“describes,” the loop-hole closes 
and thereby ensure that persons who 
type graphic propositions cannot 
escape prosecution by challenging 
the charges against them, claiming 
that no images were exchanged. 
   “With the way the current law 
reads, basically tells a sex predator 
that it is perfectly okay to send 
a dirty email to a child as long as 
they don’t include pictures and that 
is completely unacceptable.  That 
is why my colleagues and I have 
sponsored legislation to close this 
loophole once and for all,” Spano 
concluded.  

Photo courtesy of Martin McGloin
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What makes a school system excellent? 

According to a 2006 report issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the more you learn, 

the more you earn.  An excellent school system, therefore, tries to reduce, if not 
eliminate, its dropout rate.  If you know someone who is thinking of dropping out of 
school, show them the following chart.   

Earnings and unemployment for full-time workers age 25 and over, by education 

Weekly  Salary Education Unemployment 
Rate 

$1,421 Doctorate 1.6% 

$1,129 Masters degree 2.1% 

$937 Bachelor’s degree 2.6% 

$583 High school diploma 4.7% 

$409 Less than a high school 
diploma

7.6% 

These figures are an average for the entire country.  Education not only brings more 
money into your life, but it also reduces the chance of unemployment.  Let’s make sure 
that programs that address the dropout rate in Yonkers are fully funded.  Local businesses 
improve when our schools improve.  Hire a Yonkers Public Schools student. 

An education is yours forever. 

Encourage all of our students to stay in school and graduate on time. Y
OH

ARTIST & MUSICIAN
LOFTS for RENT

“Yonker’s SOHO”
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

these multi-textured storefronts 
and dramatic window displays 
will create a dynamic main street 
environment.  
Complementing the new architecture 
will be a strong focus on ambiance 
and social connectivity – extensive 
landscape design, attention to detail 
and restoration of the center’s public 
spaces. Beautifully manicured 
public spaces, highlighted with 
water features, comfortable seating 
vignettes and an outdoor play 
area for children, will accent the 
pedestrian walkways and distinct 
retail neighborhoods. 
   Simultaneous with the 
redevelopment, the center’s 
merchandise mix will be refined 
to correspond to shoppers’ needs 
and retailer interest. Up to 245,375 
square feet of new shops and 
restaurants will be added to the 
existing retail space.
   “For more than 50 years, Cross 
County Shopping Center has served 
Yonkers and greater New York,” 
noted James Stifel, chief investment 
officer for Benenson Capital 
Partners, LLC. and representative 
for the property’s owner, Brooks 
Shopping Center, LLC. “These 
dramatic changes will ensure that 
the center continues to thrive and 
respond to the community as it 
looks to the next 50 years.” 
   Built in 1954, Cross County 
Shopping Center is one of the 
country’s original open-air 
shopping centers and, at 1,020,973 
square feet, continues to be one 
of the largest and most successful 
open-air retail venues in operation. 
Located at the intersection of Cross 
County Parkway and New York 
State Thruway (I-87), the center 
is anchored by Macy’s, Sears, 
Super Stop & Shop, National 
Amusement Multiplex Theatre and 
Old Navy, and features 90 national 
and local retailers as well as an 
eight-story office building. The 
center’s redevelopment comes as 
the City of Yonkers is undergoing a 
renaissance.

Redevelopment of Landmark  
Shopping Center Begins

Cross County Shopping Center to Undergo Dramatic Transformation
42” flat screen TV’s will allow 
passengers to watch the news on the 
way to work.”
   Douglas Durst. NYWT Chairman 
and a lifelong Westchester resident 
stated, “We look forward to 
connecting residents in and around 
Yonkers directly to lower Manhattan 
in a reliable, comfortable and 
environmentally friendly way.  Our 
new service will take cars off the 
road, aid in the redevelopment of 
Downtown Yonkers, demonstrate 
our commitment to Lower 
Manhattan revitalization and help 
to return waterborne transportation 
to the Hudson River Valley”. 

Yonkers Ferry Service Initiated to 
Lower Manhattan 

   Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone 
added, “We’re excited to welcome 
New York Water Taxi to Yonkers 
in what we hope will be a long 
and prosperous partnership. Direct 
ferry service to lower Manhattan is 
something we have looked forward 
to for several years and, thanks to 
the leadership and vision of many 
at the Port Authority and LMDC, 
it is finally a reality.  This service 
will not only provide a new option 
to hundreds of daily commuters in 
Yonkers, it will attract hundreds 
more from around the region to our 
revitalized and thriving Hudson 
River waterfront, further boosting 
our city’s economic resurgence.”

   The fastest growing waterborne 
transportation company in the 
country, New York Water Taxi’s 
unique yellow catamarans sport 
black and white checks, are 
handicapped-accessible, offer 
comfortable climate-controlled 
interiors with upholstered seating, a 
café/bar and an open air top deck.  
The boats travel at up to 28 mph 
and accommodate 149 passengers 
on two decks.  New York Water 
Taxi operates commuter, tour and 
educational cruises. 
For schedules, routes, fares and 
to purchase tickets, please visit 
nywatertaxi.com.

YONKERS, NY -- Timothy 
Martin, President and CEO of 
Martin Cadillac of 374 Sylvan 
Avenue, Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey 07632, will soon be opening 
a Cadillac dealership at 1245 
Central Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY 
10704. The vestiges of the long 
defunct Gidron name faded into 
the past with the dismantling of 
the Gidron name from its former 
home. Martin Cadillac’s respected 
dealership bodes well for General 
Motors, Cadillac, and for Yonkers’ 

Martin Cadillac to Open Dealership on 
Central Avenue in May 2007

renowned ribbon of 
dealerships dotting Central 
Park Avenue.
   Mr. Martin advised that 
he expects to open the 
Yonkers dealership of 
Martins Cadillac in the 
latter part of May.
   Thank you to the cadre 
of Yonkers Tribune’s acid 
tongued bloggers who 
assisted in bringing Mr. 
Timothy Martin’s success 
story to all of our readers. 

YONKERS, NY -- Former State 
Senator Nick Spano announced in a 
news conference that he has joined 
Prudential Rand Commercial 
Services.
   Spano, who served in the New 
York State Senate from 1986 to 
2006, has entered the commercial 
real estate business, and will be 
based in the firm’s White Plains 
regional office. 
   “When the Senator and I first 
spoke about this, it became clear to 
me that he would be successful in 
the commercial real estate business 
for some of the same reasons that 
he loved public service,” said Greg 
Rand, the managing partner of 
Prudential Rand. “We have always 
viewed our company as more 
than a store on Main Street. We 
represent Main Street, and Nick is a 
tremendous addition to our team.” 
   Spano expects to begin work 
immediately and sees the real estate 
profession as a natural transition 
from public service. 
   “Representing Westchester in the 
Senate for 20 years was a dream 
come true for me,” said Spano. 

Nick Spano Joins Prudential Rand 
Commercial Services 

Former State Senator Eager to “Advocate for Yonkers and  
Westchester County”

“Now that I am in the private sector, 
I believe I’ve found the perfect way 
to continue representing the City 
and County I love.” 
First elected to Assembly in 1978 and 
then to the Senate in 1986, Senator 
Spano served as Deputy Assistant 
Majority Leader of the New York 
State Senate and Liaison to the 
Executive Branch. Senator Spano 
also chaired Senate committees 
on Investigations, Taxation and 

Government Operations, Labor, 
Mental Health and Developmental 
Disabilities.  He was also a 
member of Cities, Civil Service 
and Pensions, Education, Finance, 
Racing and Gaming, Transportation 
and Rules. 
   A lifelong resident of Yonkers, 
Senator Spano lives with his wife, 
Linda and their two children, 
Christina and Leonard. 
   Prudential Rand Commercial 
Services entered the commercial 
brokerage market in 2006. It is the 
sister company of Prudential Rand 
Realty, the largest residential real 
estate brokerage in the Greater 
Hudson Valley with 21 offices 
serving Westchester, Rockland, 
Orange and Sullivan counties. 
The company has more than 
700 sales associates, plus Rand 
Mortgage and Hudson Abstract 
Title Agency. Rand’s Web sites are 
www.randcommercial.com, www.
prudentialrand.com, and www.
randmortgage.com.

YONKERS, NY -- “There exist 
some misconceptions relating to the 
Chambers’ (Yonkers Chamber of 
Commerce) contract with Mr. Zehy 
Jereis DBA (doing business as) 
ZJ Enterprises. Firstly, the overall 
contract was an oral understanding, 
and the $100,000 package was 
unanimously approved by our 
executive committee. In fact, in 
the final submittal, only $30,000 of 
this agreement was charged to the 
(New York) State grant in question, 
with the remaining $70,000 
being paid by general (Yonkers) 
Chamber (of Commerce) funds.” 
   2005 about employment and 
I thought, with his extensive 

Statement by Yonkers Chamber 
of Commerce Chairman Angelo 

Martinelli Regarding Employment of 
Zehy Jereis

experience and contacts, that it 
would help aid the growth of our 
Chamber (of Commerce) with 
possible additional grant sources 
and membership. It did not work 
out as we had hoped; therefore 
the agreement was not renewed.” 
   In conclusion, Mr. Martinelli 

writes, “Funding a Chamber of 
Commerce or other community 
based organizations is always 
a challenge. Since I have been 
chairman, we have constantly 
sought funding opportunities from 
all sources: private, federal, state, 
and local. This particular item, 
and others we have received in the 
past, were obtained through (then) 
Senator (Nick) Spano to help carry 
on the business of the Chamber 
(of Commerce). At no time did I 
connect the hiring of Zehy Jereis 
with this grant request to Senator 
(Nick) Spano. Additionally, 
no reports of expenditure were 
submitted to Senator Spano.
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Ready,
“Radio achieves its 

highest calling when it 

resembles a platform, a 

forum for the expression 

of many different 

viewpoints …” 
-A.J. Parkinson 

                 

WHITNEY RADIO 

(914) 636-1460 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
   The “Second Genesis International 
Choreographic Competition” 
included three Milwaukee premieres 
choreographed by Ms. Van Bommel, 
Josef Hajzer and Viktor Plotnikov; 
all making their Milwaukee 
debut. The choreographers were 
selected from 50 applicants. Each 
choreographer was given a dance 
team of eight performers to create 
a 20- minute work. The dancers 
and choreographer then had three 
weeks, a total of 90 rehearsal hours, 
to make their piece ready for the 
panel of judges and the audience. 
   A panel of respected artists chose 
the best of these three works. The 
panel included Wendy Perron, 
editor of Dance magazine; Bruce 
Marks, artistic director of Orlando 
Ballet; Martin Fredmann, director 
of Japan Grand Prix; Sid Smith, 
dance critic for the Chicago Times; 
Gerard Charles, artistic director 
of Ballet Met; and Claire Bataille, 
representing Hubbard Dance 
Company.  
   As the winner, Ms. Van Bommel 
received $2,500 and a contract 
to create an original work for the 
Milwaukee Ballet for the 2007-
2008 season.  
   Ms. Van Bommel’s winning piece 
was entitled O Clemens and set to 
excerpts from “Concerto Ripieno” 
by Antonio Vivaldi and “Stabat 
Mater” by Giovanni Pergolesi.  
   Raised in France by Dutch parents, 

Nelly Van Bommel Wins  
International Choreographic 

Competition

she trained and studied in France 
and from 1997-2002 performed 
throughout Europe and North 
Africa with French choreographer 
Claudine Peny. In addition to her 
performing career, Ms. van Bommel 
also attended Université de Paris 
8—Sorbonne and Université de 
Bourgogne and graduated with an 
MA in Performing Arts Aesthetics 
and an MA in Comparative    
Literature. She moved to New 
York City in 2002 and received the 
Outstanding Master of Fine Arts 
Award upon graduation from the 
Purchase College Conservatory of 
Dance. She is an alumna of Jacob’s 
Pillow Dance Festival from which 
she was awarded a full scholarship 
to study with choreographer Susan 
Marshall during the summer of 
2005. 
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of Tarrytown, Margaret Leveson 
of Brooklyn, Helene Manzo of 
Brooklyn, Costanza Baiocco of 
Manhattan, Ronnie Levine of 
Tarrytown, Elaine Friedman of 
New Rochelle, Phyllis Tarlow 
of Hartsdale, Betsy Leitzes of 
Irvington, and Jan Aiello of 
Croton.
New this year, children can take 
part in an interactive discovery 
hunt, learning what Washington 
Irving loved about Sunnyside, and 
finding their own favorite details of 
the lush landscape.
Linda Russell and Friends will be on 
hand serenading visitors with songs 
of love, children, motherhood, and 
spring. The Tarrytown and Sleepy 
Hollow Arts Council are hosting a 
crafts table that will allow children 
to make tokens of affection for the 
women in their lives.
   Visitors are welcome to dine 
among the lush, whimsical 
landscape designed and planted 
by Irving, considered America’s 
“founding father of literature.” 
Festive lunches from Geordanes 
Market in Irvington can be ordered 
in advance, providing an easy and 
welcome option for lunch.
Menu options include gourmet 

‘Artists-on-the-Hudson’ 
Event

Sunnydide Serves Food and Creates Fine Art 
from pg. 1

sandwiches, salads, fresh fruit, 
and for dessert, key lime tarts and 
chocolate chip cookies. Picnic 
lunches, which will be delivered to 
Sunnyside on Mother’s Day, may 
be reserved with a credit card by 
calling 914-631-8200 ext. 618. The 
full menu can be downloaded at 
www.hudsonvalley.org.
At 4 p.m., the artists’ work will be 
displayed in Sunnyside’s courtyard 
and all are invited to a lemonade 
and cookie reception.
   The event pays homage to 
Sunnyside’s prominence in the 19th 
century as a symbol of the American 
Romantic movement and American 
home life. That time period’s 
renowned landscape designer 
and tastemaker Andrew Jackson 
Downing touted Sunnyside as 
worthy of emulation by the middle 
class, and so it was often featured in 
a variety of media, including print 
and paintings. The cottage was 
coined “America’s Home” and it 
appeared on everything from cigar 
boxes to sheet music.

Admission to Sunnyside is $12 
for adults; $10 for seniors and 
students 18-25 with ID; $6 for 

children under age 5; and free for 
HHV members and children 

under 5.

YONKERS, NY -- A group is 
forming for women of any age, 
straight or gay, who do not have 
children. The purpose of the group 
is to gain support, understanding, 
and sisterhood, and to share 
accomplishments as valuable 
people.  The first meeting will be 
held May 23 at 6:30 PM in the 
Projection Room at the Will Library, 
Central Park Avenue, in Yonkers.  
   The group is sponsored by 
the Westchester Self-Help 
Clearinghouse, a program of 
Westchester Jewish Community 
Services.

For information, contact Judi at 
914-320-8672.

Group 
Forming 

for Women 
Without Kids

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Good 
Counsel Academy Senior Grainne 
Keogh has placed first, earning 
the  O’Connor Performing Arts 
Scholarship from the Untermeyer 
Performing Arts Council. 
   Keogh is an internationally ranked 
Irish dancer who has performed at 
venues as varied as Gracie Mansion, 
Net and Mets halftime shows 
and ABC  TV’s Good Morning 
America.
   As well as at charitable events 
such as the COPE Foundation at the 
Waldorf Astoria.   
   She has performed and competed 
in the United States,  Ireland, 
England and Scotland and was a 
medal winner at the All-Ireland 
Championships.    
   Sr. Margaret Anderson, Director 
of Good Counsel’s Guidance 
Department, nominated her for the 
award. 

Performing Arts 
Scholarship to Good 

Counsel Academy 
Student

NEW YORK, NY (April 26, 
2007) - Attorney General Andrew 
M. Cuomo today announced the 
first settlement under New York’s 
Information Security Breach and 
Notification Law.  CS STARS 
LLC, a Chicago-based claims 
management company, failed to 
notify the owner of computerized 
data and approximately 540,000 
New York consumers that their 
personal information was at risk 
for seven weeks.  The company has 
agreed to implement precautionary 
procedures and comply with 
New York’s notification law in 
the event of a security breach. 
   On May 9, 2006, an employee 
at CS STARS noticed that a 
computer was missing. It was 
the computer that held personal 
information, including the names, 
addresses, and social security 
numbers of recipients of workers’ 
compensation benefits.  The New 
York Special Funds Conservation 
Committee (“Special Funds”), 
a not-for-profit organization 
created to assist in providing 
benefits to workers under the New 
York Workers’ Compensation 
Law, was the owner of the data 
contained in the missing computer. 
   It was not until June 29, 2006 that 
CS STARS first notified Special 
Funds of the security breach.  On 
the same date, CS STARS 
notified the FBI and requested 
assistance.  The FBI requested 
that no notifications be sent at that 
time to potentially affected persons 
regarding the computer because 
the FBI was concerned that the 
notifications would impede its 
investigation.  CS STARS notified 
the Attorney General’s office, the 
Consumer Protection Board, and 
the state office of Cyber Security 
of the breach on June 30, 2006.  On 
July 18, 2006, CS STARS, on 
behalf of its client, Special Funds, 
and with the permission of the 
FBI, began sending notices to the 
approximately 540,000 potentially 
affected New York consumers 
notifying them of the security 
breach.  On July 25, 2006, the 

Cuomo Obtains First 
Agreement for Violation 

of Security Breach 
Notification Law 

 

540,000 New Yorkers Not Properly Notified 
That Their Personal Information Was At Risk

FBI determined that the computer 
had been stolen by an employee 
of a cleaning contractor, and the 
missing computer was located 
and recovered.  In addition, the 
FBI’s investigation indicated that 
the data on the missing computer 
had not been improperly accessed. 
   Attorney General Cuomo said, 
“This company had sufficient 
cause to believe that the private 
information contained in the 
missing computer had been 
acquired by a person without valid 
authorization.  Had the sensitive 
personal information fallen into the 
hands of criminals with the intent of 
identity theft, there would have been 
ample time to victimize hundreds 
of thousands of consumers.  The 
law requires prompt notice to 
prevent such disastrous results.” 
   Under New York’s Information 
Security Breach and Notification 
Law, any business which maintains 
private information which it does 
not own must notify the owner 
of the data of any security breach 
“immediately following discovery” 
of the breach and must notify all 
affected consumers in the “most 
expedient time possible.” Notice 
of the breach must also be given to 
the Attorney General’s office, the 
Consumer Protection Board, and 
the state office of Cyber Security. 
   Without admitting to any 
violation of law and cooperating 
fully with the Attorney General’s 
investigation, CS STARS agreed 
to comply with the law and ensure 
that proper notifications will be 
made in the event of any future 
breach.  The company also agreed 
to implement more extensive 
practices relating to the security 
of private information.  CS 
STARS will pay the Attorney 
General’s office $60,000 for 
costs related to this investigation. 
   This matter was handled by 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
Stephen Mindell and Assistant 
Attorney General Herbert Israel in 
the Consumer Frauds and Protection 
Bureau.

DOBBS FERRY, NY -- The 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center will 
be hosting a Prospective Member 
Open House on Sunday, May 
20 from 9:30 am to 12:00 Noon 
at the synagogue located at 515 
Broadway. Attendees will be able 
to meet Rabbi Barry Kenter, Cantor 
Amy Kanarek, Religious School 
Director Sandy Zisser, Nursery 
School Director Jackie Binstock and 
various members of the synagogue.  
    Our Religious School classes will 
be open for observation.  Anyone 
interested in learning about our 
2-day a week Religious School, 
the Sunday school for younger 
children, Teen youth group (USY), 
Sisterhood, Social Action or other 

Synagogue Open House 
for Prospective Members 

and Religious School 
Students

activities for adults and children of 
all ages is encouraged to attend.  
    Breakfast will be served.  Children 
are very welcome.  
    The Greenburgh Hebrew Center 
is a conservative synagogue and 
has daily services that are spirited, 
egalitarian, and participatory.  
    Kindly call the synagogue office 
at (914) 693-4260 to RSVP and for 
travel directions.  Website is
 www.g-h-c.org.  

ARMONK, NY -- We spend 
about 36 hours a week staring 
at a computer screen while half 
of us don’t know our neighbors. 
Our society is becoming more 
technologically dependent and less 
connected to our communities. 
We make time for office parties, 
cocktail parties, and kid’s birthday 
parties but how about a Puja party? 
   What is a Puja party? No, it’s 
not pajamas, something lewd or 
a heinous typo—it’s exactly what 
we need to reconnect with the 
community and enjoy the relaxation 
and relief of yoga. It’s a sacred ritual 
blessing originating in Hinduism 
meant to bring people together and 
bless new beginnings.
   A Puja party, according to yogi 
Susan Rubin, “seeks to make 
something sacred and build 

It’s Puja Time!
community through conscious heart 
connection and sacred movement.” 
Sage Seasonal Yoga will host a Puja 
Party, May 17, the first of its kind in 
Northern Westchester. 
   Specifically, this Puja party will 
celebrate the recent relocation of 
Sage Yoga and Meditation Center, 
to spacious new quarters within 
amenity-laden THE GYM. The 
ceremony takes place Thursday, 
May 17 from 7:30 – 9:30 pm.
The celebration will not only 
bless the studio’s new space, it 
will welcome in the spring season 
and bring the community together 
through celebratory chanting and 
spiritual blessing. 
   Continues Susan Rubin, “the Puja 
is also designed to make new friends 
and deepen heart connections with 
oneself, others and the world.” 
The party will feature guided 
meditations based on yoga practices 
and creative movement. 
Refreshments will be served, while 
participants bless the new space, 
participate in dance and chant. 

More information about these and 
other Sage workshops can be found 

at www.seasonalyoga.com. THE 
GYM is located at 99 Business 

Park Drive in Armonk, NY.

(left to right): Michael J. Brescia, MD, Calvary Hospital’s Executive 
Medical Director, Debbie Feldman the Assistant Administrator of Patient/

Family Care Services and New York State Senator Jeff Klein.

THE BRONX, NY -- On Sunday, 
April 22, Calvary Hospital hosted 
its 1st Annual Family Care Day 
and celebrated the third birthday 
of the Family Care Center.  Over 
250 people visited the hospital to 

Calvary Hospital 
Celebrates Its 1st Annual 

Family Care Day

take part in the numerous wellness 
and education activities.  There 
was blood pressure testing and 
mini-massages for adults as well as 
balloon making and a magic show 
for children.   
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on America’s 
fastest Internet and 
unlimited calling.

$
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NY DOUBLE PLAY 
W/ RETAIL LOCATIONS
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Capture the moment, then share it in an instant with Verizon FiOS Internet, the fastest Internet service available. With the 
incredible power of fi ber optics, you can create an online gallery or post to a photoblog.

But there’s so much more. Buy and download music. Play games. Or check out the latest video or news clips. It’s easy with 
our supercharged 20/5 Mbps package. You’ll also get a wireless router and professional installation at no extra cost. And now 
when you add unlimited calling, you can save over $299 a year. Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call Waiting are included. 
So call today and get the services that blow cable away. Verizon FiOS. TV. Internet. Phone. From the most advanced 
fi ber-optic network straight to your home.

Carousel Mall
9090 Carousel Center Dr.
Syracuse, NY 13290
 

Great Northern Mall 
4155 State Rt. 31 
Clay, NY 13041

Green Acres Mall
Sunrise Highway
Valley Stream, NY 11581
 

Hicksville Broadway Mall
358 B Broadway Mall
Hicksville, NY 11801 

Palisades Mall
1000 Palisades Center Drive 
West Nyack, NY 10994
 

Poughkeepsie Galleria
2001 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Roosevelt Field Mall
630 Old Country Road
Garden City, NY 11530
 

Sights-N-Sounds
4032 Sunrise Highway
Seaford, NY 11783

Sights-N-Sounds
786 W Jericho Turnpike 
Huntington, NY 11743
 

Smith Haven Mall
313 Smith Haven Mall
Lake Grove, NY 11755

Staten Island Mall
2655 Richmond Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10314
 

Walt Whitman Mall
160-5 Route 110
Huntington, NY 11743

Verizon reminds you to always download legally. 
Limited-time offer based on purchase and retention of Verizon FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. $299 bundled price savings requires annual commitment and purchase of Verizon FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom Essentials service. Discount based 
on the comparison of the bundle price of $64.99 and list price combination of $49.99/mo. for FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and $39.99/mo. for Verizon Freedom Essentials service over 12 months. Additional fees, taxes and surcharges may apply. Offer for new FiOS Internet customers only. $19.99 activation 
charge. One-year Internet commitment required. $99 early termination charge. Higher rates after initial term. Additional charges for optional packages. Service availability, speed and uninterrupted service not guaranteed.

Calling plan includes residential direct-dialed domestic calls only. Other terms apply. FiOS Internet customers purchasing Verizon voice service receive both services over fi ber. Includes up to 8 hours battery backup (for non-IP voice service only). ©2007 Verizon. V2NY-FIOS-N0201-A-DS

Upload birthday 
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candles are out.
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