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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today
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914-562-0834
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By HENRY J. STERN
Local issues tend to attract little 
public attention except by individu-
als and corporations who think they 
will be discomfited or enriched by 

proposed facilities that the city or state is trying 
to build. The antis claim that hardship will result 
from any change to the city map, and that any 
new construction will aggravate the residences 
and business in the surrounding area and add to 
overcrowding at their local schools. The old saying 
N.I.M.B.Y. (Not In My Back Yard) has morphed 
into B.A.N.A.N.A. (Build Absolutely Nothing 
Anywhere Near Anybody).

In some situations claims of local hardship are 
valid. In other cases they are not. However, it is not 
sound public policy to decide major matters on the 
basis of the opinion of small groups of people who 
will be benefited or harmed by a particular plan.

What responsible citizens should do while 
dealing with issues before the community is to 
measure the benefit the project will provide against 
the harm, both now and in the future, and try to 
judge what is the long term interest of the neigh-
borhood and the city as a whole. These expecta-
tions may change quickly as new facts may be 
discovered about a proposed project, its sponsor-
ship, its cost and the impact of construction on the 
neighborhood.

The marine transfer station at East 91st St. 
was built in 1940. Designed by eminent architects, 
it is basically a giant enclosed dump truck. It closed 
in 1999 when the landfill at Fresh Kills on Staten 
Island was covered and the barges that launched 
from Yorkville had nowhere to deposit the trash 
they had collected. There was a public celebra-
tion, with city officials taking part, when the site 
was closed and slated for demolition. The residents 
of the surrounding neighborhoods welcomed the 
departure of scores of malodorous garbage trucks, 
the improvement in air quality, the drop in asthma 
rates and the return of access to the waterfront 
along with the increased health of the East River 
and the marine life she carries.

The most noticeable change was the conver-
sion of one of the buildings from an asphalt dump 
to Asphalt Green, a public health facility which has 
playgrounds, outdoor ball courts and track-and-
field property. Inside, there is a first-class gymna-

sium with Olympic size pools and state-of-the-art 
exercise equipment. It has been used as a training 
facility for Olympians and served thousands of 
children from every borough. Asphalt Green is a 
treasure for the city.

When the East 91st St facility closed, the 
trucks that used to go there were re-routed to New 
Jersey via the George Washington Bridge. In 2006, 
the Bloomberg Administration unveiled its Solid 
Waste Management Plan, which was designed to 
make the system rely more heavily on rail and wa-
ter transport of residential and industrial waste in 
order to help reduce heavy truck traffic throughout 
the city.

The Solid Waste Management Plan includes 
three main facilities in Manhattan: the East 91st St 
Marine Transfer Station, another transfer station 
at West 59th St that would take commercial waste, 
and a recycling center on Gansevoort Peninsula on 
the Hudson River at 13th Avenue (sic). The city 
has already broken ground on the marine facility 
at East 91st St, digging trenches for plumbing that 
would carry fuel to the site.

Opponents of the re-opening of the East 91st 
St Marine Transfer Station point to the fact that 
there has been no progress so far on developing 
the other sites in Manhattan which means that the 
area would bear the burden of processing all of the 
borough’s waste. Developing the other sites first 
would divert a major portion of the payload to a 
more industrial area, one that is already heavy with 
truck traffic due to the many piers, ship terminals 
and other utilitarian facilities in place on the Hud-
son – most notably a sanitation department vehicle 
depot at 59th St at 12th Avenue.

Supporters of the plan, who say it is a form of 
“environmental justice,” have raised race as an argu-
ment. They are basing their support for the plan on 
racial factors and, ironically, feel that racial profil-
ing and the burdening of an area based on its racial 
make-up is a form of justice. They make this claim 
despite the fact that the site is a few short blocks 
from East Harlem, which would also become 
laden with truck traffic, and that it is surrounded 
by housing projects. They say that Manhattan does 
not have its “fair share” of waste transfer stations. 
Building one on the Upper East Side is only fair. 
Some accuse opponents of the east 91st St waste 
station of racism. Former controller William C. 
Thompson strongly opposes the station. Most 
mayoral candidates oppose the 91st St station or 
hedge on the issue.

The residents of the Upper East Side have 
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By HEZI ARIS
Receipt of Yonkers 
City Council’s agenda 
for Tuesday, June 11, 
2013 arrived digitally 
from Yonkers Acting 

Clerk Vincent Spano. It was posted on 
the Yonkers Tribune at 12:05 p.m., on 
Thursday, June 6, 2013. Upon opening 
the PDF of the Yonkers City Council’s 
Stated Meeting for June 11, 2013, the 
index noted Item 1 under Old Business, 
describing it to be a Resolution, specifi-
cally a Home Rule Message over Park-
land, regarding Trevor Park Glenwood 
POH., and that the proposed Resolu-
tion was to be found on pages 6 and 7. 
Focusing attention on those pages, the 
process of comprehending the initiative 
seemed odd; it was in fact conducted in 
reverse rather than a straight forward 
manner. Protocol demanded the fol-
lowing process… approval by the Parks 
and Recreation Board of Trustees to 
replace in equal or greater acreage land 
appropriated from within the property 
designated as Trevor Park that was to 
be alienated and replaced by land in the 
area of New Main Street and Palisades 
Point as compensation for the land lost 
in the alienation process.

No such action has yet been un-
dertaken by the Yonkers Parks and 
Recreation Board of Trustees. There is 
the potential that this item may be add-
ed to the next meeting of this Board at 
their next meeting scheduled for Mon-
day, June 10, 2013. As of June 7, 2013; 
that is not the case. But there is more 
that has gone awry.

Please recognize that Yonkers 
Acting Commissioner of Planning and 

Development Wilson Kimball, expect-
ed to marry Yonkers Parking Authority 
Board Director and Mayoral Consul-
tant James Cavanaugh over the up-
coming fortnight, would have logically 
distilled and promoted this concept to 
Yonkers City Hall, especially Mayor 
Mike Spano and his administration. 
Winning their blessing, the process 
would lend itself to being advised to the 
Parks and Recreation Board of Trust-
ees for winning their approval. Again, 
realize this process has not taken place. 
Should an attempt to now acknowl-
edge and approve the concept, it would 
fail for being at the back end of the pro-
cess as opposed to the beginning where 
it must.

The PROCESS: After winning 
accolades from Acting Commis-
sioner Kimball, the enthusiasm and 
“go-ahead” from Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Administration, and acceptance and 
approval of the plan by the Parks and 
Recreation Board of Trustees, it would 
then move to the Yonkers City Coun-
cil to gain their sending a Home Rule 
Message that would initiate both New 
York State Senate and Assembly Bills 
to gain approval from state govern-
ment. Upon winning authorization 
and thereby approval by the New York 
State Legislature, the process could 
move ahead. But there was a glitch. 
There seems frequently to be a disre-
gard for protocol and standards of law 
others must follow.

You see, while there has nary been 
a public word that proposed a go ahead 
with the Glenwood Power Station and 
Trevor Park development that is being 
quietly undertaken by Ron Shemesh in 

his first economic development project 
anywhere, the “con” is to beat the clock, 
not the game show, rather the close of 
session of the New York State Legisla-
ture by June 20, 2013.

Anticipating the ticking clock, 
Yonkers City Hall somehow got the 
New York State Senate, specifically 
sponsor New York State Senate Dem-
ocrat Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
and Co-sponsor Senator George 
Latimer. Their proposed legislation, 
as noted by the S5101-B-2013 desig-
nation refers to its evolution from the 
first stage to a second stage by the “B” 
within its title name. The process began 
on May 8, 2013 and concluded on June 
4, 2013.

The NYS Assembly under 
A.7362C-2013 denotes a three-stage 
evolution, which came into being under 
the sponsorship of Assemblyman Gary 
Pretlow having begun on May 14, 2013 
and ending on May 29, 2013.
“The proposed legislation was presented to 
the respective houses of the New York State 
Legislature expressing the following:
“AN ACT authorizing the leasing of cer-
tain parkland for development of a park-
ing facility with roof top park occupying 
the same parkland foot-print such that 
there is no net parkland loss associated with 
this facility, and for the construction of as-
sociated roadways, a pedestrian foot bridge, 
a loading dock and other new park ame-
nities, required to support new develop-
ment of an exhibition hall, cultural space, 
a wellness center, hotel, restaurants, and a 
community programming not for profit 
uniquely located on the Hudson River in 
a historic former power plant, which site 
is currently an abandoned brownfield site 

known as the Glenwood Power Plant, 
uniquely located on the Hudson River 
adjacent to John F. Kennedy Marina and 
Trevor Park in the City of Yonkers, which 
site lacks any land for parking, and which 
project was contemplated in the approved 
May 2009 City of Yonkers Alexander 
Street Master Plan with a new road 
network connecting Alexander Street to 
the south past the Glenwood Power Plant 
through John F. Kennedy Marina and 
Trevor Park north to provide increased 
public access to the Hudson River and en-
hance said parks through the development 
of a new sustainable riverfront, transit-
oriented project by enhancing the existing 
parks with new amenities

“THE PEOPLE OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK, REP-
RESENTED IN SENATE AND 
ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS 
FOLLOWS:
“Section 1. Legislative findings. It is 
hereby found and declared that the de-
velopment, financing, and long term lease 
of a new parking facility, a pedestrian 
bridge and access to associated roadways 
on underutilized parkland which shall 
be replaced in kind with a roof top park, 
and additional parkland amenities, and 
sale of acreage required for a loading dock 
and arrival court, which shall simultane-
ously benefit development of an exhibi-
tion hall, cultural space, a wellness center, 
hotel, restaurants, and a community pro-
gramming not for profit uniquely located 
on the Hudson River in a historic former 
power plant, which site is currently an 
abandoned brownfield site known as the 
Glenwood Power Plant, uniquely located 
on the Hudson River adjacent to John F. 
Kennedy Marina and Trevor Park in 

the city of Yonkers and shall also benefit 
the general public by providing enhanced 
park recreational use amenities and activi-
ties, including entertainment, amusement, 
education, enlightenment, cultural devel-
opment and betterment and improvement 
of trade and commerce, cultura; and enter-
tainment events, tourism, meetings and 
assemblages, and other events of a civic, 
community and general public interest. It 
is further found and declared that the de-
velopment, financing, and long term lease 
of such parking facility and access to associ-
ated roadways in exchange for creation of 
a new replacement in kind park occupying 
the same footprint as the parking facility 
and additional parkland enhancements 
not currently present in the park as well 
as dedication of additional acreage in the 
city of Yonkers to offset the parkland im-
pact are for the benefit of the people of the 
state of New York and abroad and for the 
improvement of their health, welfare, rec-
reational activities and prosperity, and for 
the improvement of trade and commerce 
and are hereby declared to be public pur-
poses. It is further found and declared that 
the development, financing, and long term 
lease of such parking facilities and associ-
ated roadways, and other improvements, 
which would benefit the development an 
exhibition hall, cultural space, a wellness 
center, hotel, restaurants, and a commu-
nity programming non for profit uniquely 
located on the Hudson River in a historic 
former power plant, which site is currently 
an abandoned brownfield site known 
as the Glenwood Power Plant, uniquely 
located on the “Hudson River and simul-
taneously enhance and improve John F. 
Kennedy Marina and Trevor Park, are 

not made the argument that the facil-
ity should not return to their neighbor-
hood because other residents deserve 
the burden more. They say that no 
residential area should host all of a 
borough’s refuse. They have made no 
claims of privilege or advanced pedi-
gree. They believe that the most densely 
populated residential area in the city 
should not be inundated by droves of 
hulking mobile dumps, teeming with 
trash and the occasional rat, that would 
drive directly through playgrounds and 
a health facility widely used by residents 
and children who come from various 
neighborhoods throughout the city to 
use it.

I am not directly impacted by the 
project because I live seven blocks south 
and one block west of the proposed fa-
cility, but I have lived in Yorkville for 
fifty years. I remember all too clearly 
the trucks lining York Avenue all the 
way down to the mid-eighties spewing 
their toxic fumes over the environs.

We are also troubled by expen-
sive consultants’ reports where the re-
sults are often dictated by the person 
or organization which is paying for 
the study. I have about as much faith 
in their store-bought conclusions as I 
do in the tobacco industry when their 
lobbyists try to convince the govern-
ment not to enact anti-tobacco mea-
sures. They collect “authorities” whose 
purchased opinions are trotted out at 
hearings. Professional witnesses may in 

fact be telling the truth. But there is no 
reason to believe that anything they say 
is true just because they said so.

Another important factor is the 
need to avoid building a plant that 
will become a white elephant. Nassau 
County blundered a few years ago by 
building a recycling plant that never 
worked properly and had to be demol-
ished. Who knows what the state of the 
art in the disposition of solid waste will 
be by the time this plant is finished? We 
do not want to build a plant to be told 
upon its opening years from now that 
it is obsolete. Hundreds of millions of 
dollars is too much for the taxpayers of 
any area to pay on a dubious endeavor.

Do I know for certain that this will 
happen? No, I do not. I don’t have ac-
cess to all the information that has been 

compiled and I certainly do not know 
what is likely to be invented in the near 
future. But it does seem highly unlikely 
that the zenith of human knowledge 
in the disposition of solid waste should 
have been reached by June, 2013 and 
that great advancements in this highly 
researched area are not expected to oc-
cur.

I consider myself to be liberal on 
some issues and conservative I others. 
I am liberal on public policy issues such 
as the right to choose, stemming cen-
sorship, etc.

I am conservative on spending tax-
payer money on projects whose value is 
unproven. I oppose tearing up neigh-
borhoods and disenfranchising people, 
if that can be avoided. And I like the 
urban landscape of the city in which I 

grew up.
If the transfer stations scheme 

turns out to be the most economical, 
efficient and environmentally friendly 
I would not oppose it just on principle. 
But I do not believe that will be the case 
because while we continue to make 
strides in the technology to deal with 
solid waste we have also made great 
strides in creating a lot more.

To summarize, we favor recycling 
and oppose truck traffic on city streets. 
This project at this time and this place 
fails to pass the smell test. If we build it, 
the chances are that years from now we 
will be cleaning up the mess.
Henry J. Stern is the founder and president 
of New York Civic.
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By PEGGY GODFREY
New Rochelle May-
or and Westchester 
County Executive 
County candidate 
Noam Bramson and 

Forest City Residential made a presen-
tation on the Echo Bay project to the 
East End Civic Association. On June 
4, 2013, more than 250 residents, as 
well as the New Rochelle City Coun-
cil membership attended the meeting. 
Beth Acocella, president of the East 
End Association, started the meeting 
by asking questions about the type of 
apartments that would be built and the 
taxes that would be generated.

Bramson responded by referenc-
ing conditions at Echo Bay and East 
Main Street by saying, “You don’t real-
ize you are on the waterfront.” Twenty 
years ago an effort was launched to 
develop the area. “Hundreds of resi-
dents” became engaged in the plan. 
More recently, the city chose to ask for 
proposals because the costs of develop-
ment were so high the city could not 
accomplish any development of the 
sort demanded on their own. Forest 
City Residential was designated the 
developer; FCR initially planned and 
presented a large development. The 
2007 economic crash was the catalyst 
FCR defined was the reason for it to 
reduce the imprint to that within the 
perimeter of the city yard site.

Forest City Residential representa-
tive Abe Naperstak, showed examples 
of Forest City Ratner Companies 
development projects and slides of 

what the New Rochelle site would 
look like. He emphasized that Forest 
City builds projects and keeps them 
for generations, likely alluding to the 
Avalon building that was sold in New 
Rochelle. He said no students would 
live in the apartments. They would 
screen people for the apartments and 
would make sure there are no students. 
The Main Street site would be used to 
build four stories of apartments above a 
one story retail space. This would “open 
up the waterfront” and contain acres of 
green space. It will not include the Ar-
mory and the project will proceed with 
or without development of the Armory.

Naperstack asserted he tried to ad-
dress the many concerns presented by 
the citizenry with hard facts and statis-
tics. The number one concern was the 
schools. Admitting Avalon underesti-
mated the number of student tenants 
they would have, the Echo Bay devel-
opment mimicked the Rutgers model 
which is considered a baseline standard 
commonly accepted. FCR demon-
strated how projections made using the 
Rutgers Model would best estimate 
totals closer to the actual number of 
students in the schools.

Minimizing the number of school 
children added to the schools, Naper-
stack claimed would incur a two-one-
thousandth (.002 ) percent increase. A 
total of $15.7 million over a 20-year 
period would be paid to support the 
schools. That breaks down to $17,500 
per student for the teaching process and 
an additional $5,200 per student for 
private school busing, or $22,700 per 

student annually. Naperstack asserted 
the New Rochelle School District 
found their concerns addressed.

Bramson addressed moving or re-
locating the City Yard. He compared it 
to trying to use “a beat-up old car with 
no airbags.” He said it 
was unreasonable to 
continue using this 
city yard. One way 
or another, he added, 
an “investment’ in a 
new city yard must 
be made.” Building 
the yard at the pres-
ent site and closing 
off the waterfront 
would “stick it to the 
taxpayers.” Bramson 
believes there is no al-
ternative but to move 
the City Yard to an-
other site. Bramson 
said Forest City’s 
cash payments would 
pay for the first few 
years of the debt ser-
vice on this project. 
He emphasized deal-
ing with these costs 
intelligently. Empha-
sizing Forest City can 
develop this site bet-
ter than the city can, 
Bramson said, “the 
land has no value” in 
its present form. The 
community can ben-
efit with open water-
front, retail business 

on Main Street, and having a catalyst 
for future development.

People chuckles and laughed when 
Bramson claimed the value of every 
single property in the area would go up 
if this project is built because there will 

be five acres of public park. Only l0% 
of this project will be workforce apart-
ments because this is a city policy.

Responses to the presentation fol-
lowed. John D’Alois believes the im-
pact on the neighborhood needs to be 
considered. He further believes the plan 
is architecturally a discordant mismatch 

park purposes permitted on lands dedicated 
as parklands in the city of Yonkers. It is 
further found and declared that develop-
ment, financing, and lease of the parking 
facility and pedestrian bridge and access to 
associated roadways to serve the needs of 
the patrons of the new development and 
the general public to be able to better access 
the Hudson River waterfront, will serve 
the public convenience and welfare and 
constitute a public purpose and enhance 
the use of the adjacent Glenwood Metro-
North train station. It is further found and 
declared that the sale of a one and a half 
acre portion of John F. Kennedy Marina 
for a loading dock and arrival court imme-
diately adjacent to the power plant build-
ing, will facilitate the redevelopment of the 

abandoned brownfield Glenwood Power 
Plant site.
“S 2. a. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, general, special or local to 
the contrary, the city of Yonkers, acting 
through the mayor or his or her designee, is 
hereby authorized and empowered to enter 
into one or more contracts, leases or rental 
agreements with Glenwood POH LLC 
and/or a subsidiary thereof, or another 
entity or entities, for a term not to exceed 
ninety-nine years, and to grant easements, 
licenses, permits, concessions and other au-
thorizations, with respect to certain land 
of the city of Yonkers, including parkland 
in the city of Yonkers, more particularly 
described in subdivision b of this section, 
for the purpose of developing, constructing, 
and leasing the parking facility, pedestrian 

bridge, and having access through and to 
associated roadways, and sale of the park-
land associated with the loading dock and 
arrival court to serve the proposed redevel-
opment of the Glenwood Power Plant, on 
such terms and conditions including the 
duration of the term of the lease, and the 
consideration therefor, and to enter into or 
grant such further agreements, easements, 
licenses, concessions and other authoriza-
tions as the city of Yonkers and such person 
or persons or entity or entities may agree in 
order to carry out the purposes of this act.
“b. The tracts of parkland authorized to be 
alienated in subdivision a of this section 
are more particularly bounded and de-
scribed as delineated in the proposed resolu-
tion… reference the specif bills to follow of 
the parcels considered.”

At issue is why was the project not 
planned in order to conform to proto-
col and standards that permitted public 
input, a process by which to learn all 
the issues, rather than an announce-
ment that the day after the Yonkers 
City Council sends its authorization 
to Albany of a Home Rule Message to 
that described herein, the Hudson Riv-
er Community Association (HRCA) 
Meeting with developer Ron Shem-
esh will take place June 12 from 7:30 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Hudson River 
Museum at 511 Warburton Avenue. 
Mr. Shemesh will provide an update 
on plans to transform the Glenwood 
Power Station into a hotel and conven-
tion center after the fact.

Why is Yonkers City Hall con-

ducting business behind the taxpayer’s 
back? Why does Yonkers City Hall not 
conduct the People’s business in day-
light? Why must Yonkers endure press 
releases over ribbon-cutting events but 
are kept out of the loop to projects that 
will diminish the quality of life con-
cerns of every community and neigh-
borhood in the City of Yonkers and the 
cost to the taxpayer? Is anyone planning 
in Yonkers City Hall or are they only 
plotting to keep the taxpayer out of 
the loop? Will Albany submit to such 
deceit and treachery of the taxpayer’s 
money, those of Yonkersites and New 
York State taxpayers alike, to ameliorate 
the ineptitude in planning exhibited 
by seemingly every department of the 
City? Are they all still learning on the 
job? When will they learn? At this rate 
we may need another eight years to get 
it together? 

Yonkers City Hall Attempts to Beat NYS Legislature’s Clock Over Glenwood Power Station / Trevor Park Development
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By STEPHEN MAYO
Readers of The West-
chester Guardian by now 
have heard of the New 
Rochelle Echo Bay 
project being promoted 

by Mayor Noam Bramson (cum Dem-
ocratic party-endorsed candidate for 
Westchester County Executive) and 
his allies. 

Developer Forest City/Ratner 
would like to construct a multi-use 
project standing five stories above the 
promising, but rather bleak landscape 
of New Rochelle’s east-end shoreline 
abutting its border with Larchmont. 
A proposed retail segment has already 
been downscaled from some 100,000 
square feet to 25,000 sq. ft. A residential 
component that at the proposal’s in-
ception was to accommodate possibly 
thousands of new residents presently is 
to contain only 250 housing units. 

First proposed some six years ago, 
the plan has enjoyed numerous ex-
tensions and the creation of multiple 

“Memorandum(s) of Understanding” 
(MOUs) perpetuating Forest City’s 
exclusive franchise, culminating in fa-
vorable votes of the lock-step majority 
Democratic New Rochelle City Coun-
cil. Only formalities and legislative ap-
proval of the city’s bonding for the $25 
million necessary to relocate the city 
Department of Public Works (DPW) 
facility from a mixed-use zone to a 
more residential-type neighborhood, 
stands in the way of ground breaking. 

In addition to the public treasury-
busting aspects of the project to be ad-
duced a little further on, this borrowing 
promises to add nearly $1.5 million to 
the city’s present legacy of $15 million 
in long–term debt (all, of course, to be 
paid by present and future taxpayer-
citizens of New Rochelle for decades 
to come). For an in-depth history and 
analysis of the plan, seek out Peggy 
Godfrey’s comprehensive reporting in 
past issues of The Westchester Guardian.

This past week, the New Rochelle 
Mayor and representatives of the de-

veloper turned out in force before the 
East End Civic Association to offer a 
multimedia overview of the current 
proposal and to answer questions from 
an audience of hundreds of inquisitively 
boisterous city residents.

In politically sophisticated com-
munities like New York City, Chicago, 
San Francisco, and yes, even Yonkers, 
proponents of large-scale real estate de-
velopment such as the Echo Bay proj-
ect can usually count on confronting a 
burdensome legal and public relations 
job before a skeptical public. In a prior 
“life,” this writer reported on the similar 
machinations of a planning board in 
the similar Borough of Fair Lawn, New 
Jersey, for the Paterson News. Daily 
newspapers and local weekly publica-
tions, the town chamber of commerce 
and major political parties all had an 
active role in the process. 

But this is New Rochelle, West-
chester County, New York; home of a 
resourceful and bounteous Democratic 
party apparatus where ordinary mecha-

nisms of democracy do not conform 
to ordinary practice. So, borrowing 
from the best television police proce-
dural dramas, the machine has turned 
the process upside down. Instead of 
the prosecution (read here developer) 
bearing the burden of proof, and be-
ing required to establish his case be-
yond a reasonable doubt; here in New 
Rochelle, the defense (read here tax-
paying public) seems to have lost its 
presumption of innocence and acquired 
the burden of disproof of the develop-
ment instead. Understand? George 
Orwell fans will appreciate the ironies.

In a manner employed by skilled 
legal counsel in criminal court, the de-
veloper acting in perfect concert with 
its political facilitators has sought to 
shift the political, land use law, and eco-
nomics and publicity “heavy lifting” to 
the other side; in this case, the taxpay-
ing New Rochelle public. 

Through their nearly insuperable 
majority, Democratic politicians have 
manipulated the press, selectively pub-
lished their favorite design and managed 
to distort a process that was to be open 
and fair; leaving the hapless Republican 
opposition in despair; one warrior-coun-

cilmember in near-abject desolation; the 
other, another, more solipsistic council-
member in poker-faced acquiescence. 
An impassioned 11th hour contribution 
by a sympathetic county legislator was 
sadly, too little, too late. All that is left to 
the disarrayed and flummoxed opposi-
tion is a quixotic strategy of legal action 
and popular outcry. 

But a progressive New Rochelle 
dedicated to civic action and rational 
community development, must look to 
the future, rediscover the means of ef-
fective political discourse and correct a 
process that has been perverted in the 
relentless pursuit of private profit at 
public expense. 

The task of justifying a project’s ex-
traordinary impact on public finances 
and quality-of-life belongs to those 
who would change the status quo. 

In the present case, the advocates 
seek not only to alter permanently the 
city’s landscape (and hamper future de-
velopment of the 19 acres remaining to 
their “highest and best use” after looting 
of the choicest six acres), but also com-
pel taxpayers to pay for: moving the 
DPW yard; some of the developments’ 

Continued on page 7

to the demeanor of the neighborhood. 
The East End was excluded from all the 
meetings on this proposal and the resi-
dents are resentful for being shunned 
and kicked to the curb by a process 
from which they were excluded. Issues 
of traffic and overcrowding continue to 
be unaddressed. The Armory has been 
systematically dismembered and dis-
mantled to the point of now being un-
usable. There are a growing number of 
people petitioning against this project.

Representing Citizens for a Bet-
ter New Rochelle, Adam Egelberg 
advised the project was financially un-
sound. Divulging he is not an east end 
resident, he revealed he is a hedge fund 
manager whose job it is to research on 
where to invest money. He said New 
Rochelle has been misrepresenting the 
facts; it did not look into the cost of 
repair of the city yard in 2011 and had 
not contemplated that the proposed 
Beechwood site was too small. Projects 
should be pursued and tangible benefits 
determined on a project by project basis 
he emphasized. Avalon, for example, 
has 68% commercial vacancies and is 
benefiting from tax abatements. Egel-
berg suggests the project unfairly treats 
residents. He asked, “Did you ever get a 
tax break after you made a renovation?

Egelberg believes there is only one 
chance to do this correctly and if it is 

not done right, “that’s it.”
Former New York State As-

semblyman Ron Tocci reminded the 
group other properties were part of the 
original Forest City Residential pro-
posal. The Armory deed requirements 
demand public use of the building, and 
cannot be changed without a lobbying 
effort by the city. Tocci also noted the 
proposed Beechwood site for a new city 
yard has only one way out for trucks to 
exit onto Main Street. Tocci also re-
ferred to New Rochelle having a lot 
more residents than White Plains but 
that sales tax generated in White Plains 
far exceeded New Rochelle’s sales tax 
revenue. What New Rochelle needs 
is a master plan focusing on retail. He 
lamented, “The city makes the same 
mistakes over and over again.”

Former Mayor Len Paduano said 
he was glad he was not the mayor to-
day. Previously, nearby Five Island Park 
won national awards because it was 
a good project. This city has been too 
busy giving tax abatements. Paduano 
disputed Bramson’s remarks that sales 
tax revenues have doubled. Despite the 
city requesting an additional 1% in sales 
taxes,sales tax revenues have gone down. 
Paduano suggests New Rochelle’s city 
management is not good. He cites the 
sale of the Boys Club. Paduano doesn’t 

trust the present governance of New 
Rochelle. Under his administration, 
when New Rochelle was dealing with 
double digit inflation Paduano kept the 
tax rate down. He told Bramson, “You 
should be maintaining the city yard.”

When Yolanda Ellington suggest-
ed why the plan could not include more 
views of the waterfront from the Post 
Road, Bramson responded by noting 
this was one of the “challenges of the 
site,” because there were narrow corri-
dors between the buildings. Five story 
buildings were necessary to make the 
project viable. Rosemary Spalin added 
that because the building would have 
narrow walkways it would not open up 
the waterfront

Vincent Malfetano wanted to 
know which Forest City employee was 
involved in the Yonkers scandals. Nap-
erstak said he was working on this proj-
ect with integrity and did not know the 
person involved who he believed was 
no longer working at Forest City.

When Bramson was asked about 
the proposed art center for the Ar-
mory dismissed by lack of interest by 
Bramson, Bramson insisted the selec-
tion process was “open”, but the team 
selected was unable to put forth the 
needed finances. A new request for 
proposals have been made. Bramson 
was asked how he could “morally jus-
tify” this project. His answer was it was 
“good” and would transform the area 
significantly. Whereas Tocci added 

New Rochelle’s first approval plan for 
Echo Bay was to destroy the Armory. 
The Save Our Armory Committee had 
engaged an architect to make a presen-
tation to the City but only Council-
men Lou Trangucci and Al Tarantino 
showed up. He reiterated, “Don’t tell us 
we were given a fair shot.” The selected 
developer, Good Profits, was given 
many extensions and had no money to 
develop the Armory. Bramson replied, 
“There are two sides to every story.”

Despite repeated criticism by 
the people at this meeting, Bramson 
continued to maintain there was “uni-
versal support” in the City for this 
project. In late summer there will be a 
land disposition and the final environ-
mental impact statement (FEIS). He 
cited a list of previous developments 
in the City he considered positive. A 
resident of Sutton Manor challenged 
Bramson by saying, “Nobody is in favor 
of this project.” At that point Paduano 
brought up that during his term of of-
fice, a “break-even” point chart was used 
for determining profits for a proposed 
development. Bramson answered, “The 
numbers are what they are.”

County Legislator James Maisano 
said Mayor Bramson had come out to 
speak to a “tough crowd.” He asked, 
“What’s the best use for this property 
for the City of New Rochelle?” Very 
few people feel rental apartments are 
the best use for the taxpayers of New 
Rochelle. Why would we think of go-

ing down that road again? Bramson 
answered the purpose was “not rental 
housing” but to open up the waterfront 
and create passive parkland.

Bramson, when later asked if he 
would bring this project to vote of the 
people in a referendum, said he “would 
not support a referendum.” Bramson’s 
demeanor is that the city would be 
“better off with the project than with-
out it.”

As the meeting continued past ll 
p.m. Guru Madeleine said these were 
“difficult times and hard decisions.” She 
felt reflection was needed and the City 
Council should not rush to a decision. 
To loud applause she said the deci-
sion “seems predetermined and we lose 
representative government, and have 
the beginnings of dictatorship.”

Bramson then spoke of the “enor-
mous effort and time” that went into 
this project. He he is of the opinion 
that “lots of people are excited about 
this project.” Beth Acocella said council 
members represent the people and that 
residents felt they are being “railroaded” 
and are let down. Bramson concluded 
he had not “sugar coated” his views and 
did not feel the neighborhood would 
“have to take a bullet for the rest of the 
City.” Bramson believes this project 
would benefit “more than this neigh-
borhood.”
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Despite Objections, Bramson Opposes A Referendum
Continued from page 5

The Echo Bay “Deal,” Given a Virtual “Pass”
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By SHERIF AWAD
Zoila Bajaña is an Ec-
uadorian-Italian pho-
tographer who uses her 
camera to reflect social 
stories of women who 

have struggled to achieve their aim of 
living an upstanding lifestyle around 
the world. Her portraits of beauty and 
strong will caught the attention of 
many universities and female organi-
zations who supported and commis-
sioned her for even greater in depth 
creativity. Zoila is presently collaborat-
ing with UNICEF, The International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) 
and Woman S.O.S. who help bat-
tered women, children with cancer and 
people with disabilities. Her photos 
create awareness about global interde-
pendence, the right to migrate, devel-
opment, human rights, social exclusion 
and gender gap. 

Born in Guayaquil, Ecuador, Zoila 
Bajaña was only eight years-old when 
her modest family decided to migrate 
to Genoa, Italy, in 1994 with hopes to 
find better treatment for the epileptic 
episodes her younger sister suffered. In 

Italy, her Ecuadorian mother worked as 
a nurse, and her Peruvian father became 
a mason to support Zoila and her three 
siblings. As for the young Zoila who 
had never before been in Europe, she 
was intrigued by the denizens of that 
part of the world, thinking at first that 
they all should be tall and blond. Dur-
ing her first school days, she was de-
tached from her classmates, immersed 
in resenting the Italian language. Ever 
so slowly she started to reach out and 
reconnected with her new surround-
ings. As a child, she loved to return to 
Ecuador to play on the sand with her 
friends and neighbors. Years later, dur-
ing her studies at Genoa University, 
Zoila moved between jobs but found 
her true passion in both photography 
and social activities related to Ecuador-
ian immigrants in Italy. She discovered 
her camera was the conduit by which to 
easily build bridges and understanding 
between remote and disparate cultures 
and ethnicities.   

In 2004, Zoila flew back to 
Guayaquil, alone for the first time, to 

Continued on page 8
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FATHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, JUNE 16TH

Call for reservations

914.779.4646

OPEN 7 DAYS
MON. -THURS.: NOON -10PM • FRI., SAT. & SUN.: NOON - 11PM

2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE: CAPACITY 75 & 100
www. ciaoeastchester.com

5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709

Voted “Best Italian restaurant”
- Westchester Magazine 2006

ITALIAN CUISINE
ZAGANT RATED “EXCELLENT” 

ONE BLOCK FROM THE TRAIN & YOU ARE HOME!

www.thehammelbuilding.com(914) 636-6070

THE HAMMEL BUILDING

Brand New Luxury Rental Communnity
32 Burling Lane, New Rochelle 10801

OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 12N-3PM
One block from metro station

In-unit washer/dryer
Secure indoor parking
Basement storage bins

Bark Park - pet playground

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

education tab, and most customary lo-
cal services with almost no compensa-
tion for 20 years thanks to tax favors 

skillfully wrung from the mayor’s office.
A development proponent must be 

required to convince residents that it de-
serves a tax holiday, and that its proposed 
customer base deserves taxpayer-subsidy 

for access to the fruits of suburban-city 
living: services for fire, police and emer-
gency; parks and schools. 

But the Echo Bay “deal,” designed 
for the benefit of the developer and fu-
ture tenants, was given a virtual “pass” 
by public officials elected to represent 

the interests of ordinary and presently 
resident New Rochelle citizens. It was 
purchased “wholesale” by the council 
majority and it may be relied upon to 
ensure that whatever costs the builder 
pays for construction and whatever the 
eventual residents pay for renting the 

apartments, will in no way reflect the 
true expenses of construction and rent-
ing in New Rochelle in the year 2013 
and for another 20 years!
Stephen I. Mayo is an attorney and man-
ufacturer based in New Rochelle.

The Echo Bay “Deal,” Given a Virtual “Pass”
Continued from page 6

The Immigrants
 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

A collection of portraits by Zoila Bajaña.

Paola Molina by Zoila Bajaña.

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
http://www.thehammelbuilding.com
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Continued on page 9

rediscover her Ecuadorian homeland 
and to find a harmony between the 
two countries to which she is rooted.  
However, her observing lens noted the 
cultural and economic discrepancies 
that divided her city of Guayaquil and 
the capital Quito. “Photography for me 
became a way to capturing segments 
of life and stories of people”, explained 
Zoila. “Taking pictures is more than a 
job; it is a way to expand my horizons 
towards the world. In fact, I feel myself 
a citizen of the world”. 

Zoila had many exhibitions, in and 
out of Ecuador, reflecting immigra-
tion. Last March in Quito, under the 
title of Ecuador Fémina, she exhibited 
her last black & white collection of 19 
faces of migrating Ecuadorian women 
and their stories of working hard to be 
fully integrated into the Genoese soci-
ety. The International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) estimated that there 
are 22,088 Ecuadorian immigrants in 
Italy, mostly women, averaging since 
2002 until 2008 to comprise 62.50% of 
Genoa’s population. They mostly work 
in elder care, childcare, and cleaning 
services. In other words, Genoa is the 
Italian city that boasts the largest Ecua-
dorian community. The Ecuador Fémi-
na exhibition tried to raise awareness 
about citizenship and issues of social 
development, multicultural integration 
and especially of overcoming the bar-
riers that exist between disparate frag-
ments of society. 

With her black & white portraits, 

Zoila narrated the stories of many Ec-
uadorian women:  Gloria Santiago, a 
practicing nurse in Genoa, who is like 
Zoila, a daughter of a Peruvian father 
and an Ecuadorian mother; Alicia 
Muñoz Santana who works hard 
in order to continue her studies; the 
twenty-nine year-old Paola Molina, 
whose story is an example of strong 
will; Paola is now attending the Fac-

ulty of Economics in Genoa although 
she is the mother of five beautiful girls. 
Paola left her parents only to come to 
Italy when she was seventeen with her 
would-be husband. As her first two 
daughters were too young to travel 
with her, she tried to bring them years 
later to fulfill documentation issues. In 
Italy, years later, she had twins while she 
was trying to bring the two daughters 
through clandestine ways. After having 
her most recent baby, Paola pursued an 
early dream of continuing her studies. 
The whole family also reunited when 
the documents were finalized and the 
two daughters joined Paola once more. 

“I love the idea of showing women 
with makeup, contact lenses and beau-
tiful poses where they imitate super-
models”, adds Zoila who considers a 
move to filmmaking in the future. “I 
hope to capture more issues related to 
women, especially violence and early 
pregnancy”.  
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Gloria Santiago by Zoila Bajaña.

Alicia Muñoz Santana by Zoila 
Bajaña.

Continued from page 7
The Immigrants
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Save Water (and Money) at Home
By JEFF FELDMAN
It has been a rainy 
spring where I live, 
which makes it easy 
to forget that much 
of the nation is still 

gripped by drought and that a dry 
summer lays ahead. So what if your 
lawn browns a bit and local restric-
tions ban car washing from time to 
time, you may say. No cause for alarm, 
right?

But everything we eat depends 

on water, too. Last year’s drought rav-
aged corn and soybean crops, sending 
food prices climbing into cloudless 
skies. Water is also essential for en-
ergy (think hydropower and power 
plant cooling), transportation (Mis-
sissippi River barges), forestry and 
ecosystem management, even tour-
ism. Water is a pocketbook issue with 
far greater impact than dead grass 
and a dusty vehicle.

Water is a vital and increasingly 
scarce resource. We can all do better 
at conserving it. Here are ways to re-
duce water use (and save money) at 
home—some simple, and some more 
involved.

Know where the water goes: 

The average four-person U.S. house-
hold uses 400 gallons a day. Nearly 30 
percent is literally flushed down the 
toilet. Another 20+ percent goes to 
wash clothes, and 17 percent goes to 
bathing. An online water consump-
tion calculator (www.saveourh2o.
org/water-use-calculator) guides you 
through your own home water usage 
audit. Cost? Free!

Stop the flow: Turning off the 
faucet while brushing your teeth is 
an admonishment you first heard 
from your grandmother. Such “De-
pression-era” wisdom applies today. 
Don’t let the water run when doing 
dishes, shaving or brushing teeth. 
Take shorter showers. Run only full 
loads in the washing machine and 
dishwasher. A little awareness can 
save a lot of water: Cost? Free!

Stop those leaks: An astound-
ing 13 percent of an average home’s 
water is lost via plumbing leaks! A 
small drip can add up to big waste. 
To see if you’ve got leaks, record the 
reading on your water meter. Stop us-
ing water for two hours, then check 
the meter again. If it shows water use, 
you’ve got a leak to find. Check toilets 
first: they can waste 200 gallons daily. 
To test, put some food coloring in the 
toilet tank. Wait 30 minutes. If the 
food coloring appears in the bowl, the 
tank is leaking. Cost? Finding leaks, 
free. Plumbing repairs extra.

Replace wasteful plumbing 
fixtures: Replacing old faucets and 
showerheads with water-saving fix-
tures allows you to conserve without 
even thinking about it. Ideally, you 

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., STE. 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601•  T. 914.948.0044  F. 914.686.4873

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.saveourh2o.org/water-use-calculator
http://www.saveourh2o.org/water-use-calculator
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want no more than a 1.5 gallons-per-
minute (gpm) flow rate for bathroom 
sinks and 2 gpm for showerheads, 
says the EPA’s WaterSense Program 
(www.epa.gov/WaterSense). You can 
measure each fixture’s gpm easily with 
a timer and graduated container. Turn 
the water on; collect for 15 seconds; 
then multiply that amount by four to 
find gpm flow rate. Cost? Measuring 
flow, free! Altering or replacing fixtures: 

$1.50 for a faucet aerator, $100+ for a 
new faucet, $20 for a showerhead.

Replace worn-out water hogs: 
Replacing old toilets, washing ma-
chines, and dishwashers with more 
efficient ones can offer big water 
savings. Older toilets, for example, 
use 3.5 gallons per flush while newer 
dual-flush models can use just 1.1 
gallons per flush. Compare water-
saving features when shopping. Cost? 
$20 for a dual-flush toilet conversion 
kit; under $1,000 for new washers and 

dishwashers.
Water your lawn less: Almost 

one-third of all U.S. residential water 
use—7 billion gallons daily—goes to 
landscape irrigation. To cut back, lose 
the lawn and plant a less thirsty, na-
tive plant landscape. Not ready for 
that? Then consider how you irrigate 
your Kentucky Blue. Apply just 1” of 
water weekly, early in the morning to 
reduce evaporation. Or water with 
collected rainwater; it’s far cheaper 
than municipal water. A simple rain 
barrel or rainwater capture system, 
like the Rain Xchange (rainxchange.

com) does the job. Cost? Rain bar-
rels can be found and rigged up for free. 
Rainwater capture systems can cost sev-
eral thousand dollars.

Install a Graywater system: 
Graywater systems recycle water 
from sinks and showers for irrigation 
or to flush toilets. Such systems re-
quire re-plumbing water drain lines. 
Local health authorities may restrict 
graywater systems, so check your lo-
cal codes. For more graywater info, 
visit oasisdesign.net/greywater/index.
htm. Cost? Several thousand dollars.

Water is precious and scarce. 

Saving it is commonsense. While 
your individual efforts may seem a 
mere drop in the bucket, the com-
bined efforts of many makes a sea of 
difference.

This article was first published by 
Blue Ridge Press.
Jeff Feldman runs GreenPath Consult-
ing, a green building consulting firm in 
Shepherdstown, WV. Direct email to Jeff 
Feldman at GreenPathConsulting@
gmail.com.
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Save Water (and Money) at Home
Continued from page 8

The SEC’s Race To Restore Municipal Bond Integrity
CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Creativity has its place. 
That place is not the fi-
nancial reports of states 
and municipalities.

At least it 
shouldn’t be, although 

as Wall Street Journal columnist Steve 
Malanga recently observed, the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission 
is concerned that tax-exempt bond 
investors are being sold a collection of 
fairy tales.

Malanga, of course, is not the 
first to point out that finances at all 
levels of government are a mess and 
that some jurisdictions want to sweep 
their fiscal dirt under the nearest rug. 
My colleagues and I have written on 
this topic for years. But Malanga did 
a good job of pulling together three 
discrete, yet related, points: That some 
governments are hiding the true state 
of their finances; that the SEC is try-
ing to clean up financial reporting so 
investors can better protect them-
selves; and that some bondholders 
may be in for an unpleasant surprise 
if they assume that they will be first 
in line to get paid if a government’s 
finances go on the rocks.

I think Malanga and the SEC 
are right to be concerned, though 
forecasts of municipal default are not 
popular with politicians or investors. 
This is why I believe would-be buyers 
ought to approach all public debt in-
struments with extreme caution.

The SEC has already has accused 
Harrisburg, Pa., and South Miami, 
Fla., of securities fraud. The SEC al-
leged that Harrisburg officials issued 
public statements intended to mislead 

investors and that South Miami creat-
ed a complex bond deal that risked the 
securities’ tax-free status while failing 
to disclose the risk to investors. Both 
Harrisburg and South Miami agreed 
to settle. As is common in SEC cases, 
the settlements do not include admis-
sion or denial of wrongdoing.

It seems unlikely that Harris-
burg and South Miami are outliers. 
The SEC accused Illinois earlier this 
year of misleading investors about the 
state’s pension fund, and filed similar 
allegations against New Jersey in the 
recent past. Anthony Figliola, a vice 
president with Empire Government 
Strategies, said that “Harrisburg is the 
tip of the iceberg.”

The whole idea behind lending 
money to anyone is that you expect to 
get it back eventually. That is the dif-
ference between a loan and a gift. But 
as some cities now aggressively push 
the argument that investors should 
be the ones to suffer financially when 
municipal finances run off the rails, 
the compact between borrower and 
lender is fundamentally broken. Poli-
ticians claim that taxpayers are not at 
fault and should not be asked to suffer, 
but conveniently ignore the fact that 
they and their predecessors are the 
ones who were entrusted with their 
jurisdictions’ financial health, not the 
investors who bought their bonds in 
good faith.

Despite these signs of trouble 
ahead, some yield-hungry investors 
are going to chase what seem like 
promising returns. All lenders start as 
savers, and all savers want to earn some 
return on the capital they saved. Given 
the rising tax rate environment, you’d 

probably like that interest to be tax-
free. Thanks to the financial repression 
engineered by the Federal Reserve, 
which has taken safer alternatives off 
the table, some investors will gloss 
over the risks and lend to state and 
local governments that will eventually 
prove more loyal to local residents and 
voters than to their financial backers.

A bond is, after all, supposed to 
be a bond – a long-term covenant be-
tween a government entity that freely 
decides to borrow and a human being 
who lends his or her capital to that 
government. The government pledges 

its current and future taxpayers to 
honor that obligation for the many 
years it is designed to last. The system 
breaks down when the future becomes 
the present, and heavily burdened tax-
payers renege because they don’t want 
to bear the costs or suffer the service 
cuts that good faith demands.

Creative government accounting 
is a sign that the system is breaking 
down due to a lack of that good faith. 
The SEC hopes to restore integrity to 
the system before it is too late. Let’s 
hope that threshold has not been 
crossed; but I believe that, in many 

cases, it already has.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has pro-
vided personal financial and tax coun-
seling to a sophisticated client base since 
1986. After six years with Arthur An-
dersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and fam-
ily wealth planning, he founded his own 
firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and be-
came the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. 
The firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907
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Five Creative Ways to Use Containers in Your Landscape
MELINDA’S GARDEN

By MELINDA MYERS
Container gardens 
have long been used 
to add a spot of color 
by a front entrance or 
expand planting space 

in city lots, balconies and decks. Don’t 
let past experience and tradition limit 
your vision. Try one or more of these 
attractive, fun and functional ways to 
include containers in your landscape, 
large or small.

Add vertical interest to any gar-
den or garden space. Select a large at-
tractive container filled with tall plants 
like papyrus and canna. Or elevate a 
small pot on steppers or an overturned 
pot for added height. Create height 
with smaller pots and plants by stra-
tegically stacking and planting them 
into a creative planting. Try setting any 
of these planters right in the garden to 
create a dramatic focal point.

Create a privacy screen or mask a 
bad view. Use an arbor or other support 
for hanging baskets and then place a 
few containers below for an attractive 
screen. Or create a garden of contain-
ers to provide seasonal interest using a 
variety of plants. Use trees, shrubs, and 
ornamental grasses for height. Save 
money by purchasing smaller plants. 
Elevate these on overturned pots for 

added height and impact. Mask the 
mechanics by wrapping the pots in 
burlap. Then add a few colorful self-
watering pots in the foreground for 
added color and beauty. Fill these with 
annuals or perennials for additional 

seasonal interest.
Bring the garden right to your 

back door for ease of harvest and add-
ed entertainment. A self-watering pa-
tio planter, windowbox, or rail planter 
reduces maintenance and makes har-

vesting herbs as easy as reaching out 
the window or backdoor. Plus, guests 
will have fun harvesting their own 
fresh mint for mojitos or greens for 
their salads.

Define outdoor living spaces 

within your landscape. Use contain-
ers as walls and dividers to separate 
entertaining and play areas from quiet 
reflective spaces. And consider using 
pots with built in casters or set them 
on moveable saucers to make moving 
these pots easier. This way you can ex-
pand and shrink individual spaces as 
needed simply by moving the pots.

Create your own vacation para-
dise. Use planters filled with cannas, 
bananas, palms and New Zealand flax 
for a more tropical flare. Add some 
wicker furniture to complete the scene. 
Or fill vertical gardens, an old child’s 
wagon, metal colander or wooden 
and concrete planters with cacti and 
succulents. Add some old branches 
and large stones. You’ll feel as though 
you’ve hiked into the desert.

All you need is a bit of space and 
creativity to find fun new ways to put 
containers to work for you in the gar-
den this season.
Photo of Melinda Myers by and courtesy 
of Mark Avery.
Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author 
& columnist Melinda Myers has more than 
30 years of horticulture experience and has 
written over 20 gardening books, including 
Can’t Miss Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts the nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV and radio segments 
and is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers web 
site is www.melindamyers.com

Patio container garden.

HOUSING

Free Housing Counseling Can Help Seniors Avoid Property Tax Foreclosure
By WILLA GUTFREUND
Many seniors have 
trouble finding and 
maintaining comfort-
able, affordable hous-
ing and are unaware of 

the free services and programs that are 
available to them. This includes seniors 
who are behind on their taxes and don’t 
realize that they could lose their home, 
and often consequently their entire net 
worth as well, as a result of property tax 
foreclosure. Increasingly, people who 
have already paid off their mortgages 
fall behind in paying their property tax-
es. This is particularly prevalent among 
female seniors.

Westchester Residential Oppor-
tunities, Inc. (WRO), a HUD certified 
not-for-profit housing agency in White 
Plains, offers housing counseling to se-
niors as one of its many programs. The 

senior housing assistance program in-
cludes tax foreclosure counseling. This 
can save many senior-owned homes 
from tax foreclosure, allowing senior 
homeowners both to remain in their 
own homes and to retain their equity, 
ultimately avoiding homelessness.

“Right now, at WRO we’re work-
ing on solutions for senior homeowners 
to help them resolve their tax arrears,” 
says Jane Lindau, Director of Senior 
Housing at the organization.

Mortgage Default v. Property Tax 
Default

Although there are government 
programs that help with mortgage de-
fault, there aren’t any that assist home-
owners in property tax default. WRO is 
the only housing agency in Westches-
ter that does property tax foreclosure 
counseling. Through this counseling, 
homelessness and loss of financial secu-
rity can be prevented for many seniors 

across Westchester County.
“Our counselors utilize all tools at 

their disposal to resolve older adults’ tax 
arrears, including repayment plans, re-
verse mortgages, borrowing against life 

insurance or 401k’s, and when there are 
mortgage arrears as well as tax arrears, 
negotiating with the lender to find a so-
lution,” Lindau explains. When WRO 
counselors find that the home is simply 

no longer affordable, they can help the 
homeowner transition into subsidized 
senior rental housing.

WRO’s Senior Housing Assis-
tance Program

In addition to finding solutions 
to property tax foreclosure, counselors 
at WRO offer other programs and 
services aimed at helping seniors find 
and maintain affordable housing in 
Westchester. WRO works with their 
senior clients to identify property tax 
exemptions that they may be eligible 
for but aren’t currently claiming, in-
cluding the NY Senior Citizen’s Ex-
emption and the Veteran’s Exemption. 
WRO’s counselors also help seniors 
identify the benefit programs for which 
they are eligible, including Medicaid, 
HEAP (which provides assistance with 
energy costs) and food stamps. Taking 
full advantage of these exemptions and 

http://www.gardeners.com/Self-Watering-Planters/PotsPlanters_SelfWateringPlanters,default,sc.html
http://www.gardeners.com/Self-Watering-Planters/PotsPlanters_SelfWateringPlanters,default,sc.html
http://www.melindamyers.com/


Page 11THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2013

programs often leads to significant de-
creases in monthly expenses.

Senior Housing counselors at 
WRO provide seniors who want or 
need to relocate with listings of senior 
citizen rental apartments that have 

subsidized rents, bringing the out-of-
pocket payments down to 30% of the 
renter’s monthly income.

Project Share is another way that 
WRO helps seniors keep their homes. 
WRO will match seniors who want to 
supplement their income by renting 

out a room in their home with renters 
who are trying to find a room to live in 
as an affordable alternative to renting 
an apartment. Project Share provides 
another means to seniors who are look-
ing to find or maintain an affordable 
solution to their housing issues.

Additionally, WRO counselors 
will advocate for senior tenants in 
landlord conflicts. Many seniors don’t 
know how to ensure that they are re-
ceiving everything they are entitled to 
under their leases, including disability 
accommodations or the services of a 
superintendent, and many have trouble 
effectively advocating for themselves.

WRO counseled over 1,100 senior 

clients in the 12 months ending on 
March 31, 2013, so you are not alone if 
you have a housing issue. If you or any-
one you know can benefit from these 
programs or is having a hard time pay-
ing their property taxes or mortgage, 
contact Jane Lindau, Director of Senior 
Housing, at (914) 428-4507 ext. 313 or 
jlindau@wroinc.org.

Continued on page 12

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
44 North Saw Mill River Road, Elmsford, NY

11,700 SF 2-story building
Convenient to major highways

Call for More Information: Karl Brumback - 212.696.2500
www.masseyknakal.com

PRICE RECENTLY REDUCED 
$695,000

M-Massey Knakal • 33322 • 4.587x4.875” • Westchester Guardian

HOUSING

Free Housing Counseling Can Help Seniors Avoid Property Tax Foreclosure
Continued from page 10

By ROBERT SCOTT
The time was 1898. The 
place, Paris, mecca of all 
aspiring artists.

Boardman Robin-
son, a 22-year-old art-

ist from Nova Scotia, met Sally Senter 
Whitney.

A young sculptor from San Fran-
cisco, she was a student of Auguste 
Rodin.

Sally was entranced by this tall, 
dashing figure in flowing cape and 
wide-brimmed black hat, with red 
beard and flashing blue eyes. As a 
name, “Boardman” seemed inappropri-

ate. She decided to call him “Michael.” 
He would be “Mike” to his friends and 
family for the rest of his days.

Boardman “Mike” Robinson was 
born on September 6, 1876 in Som-
erset, a village in the Canadian prov-
ince of Nova Scotia, on the Bay of 
Fundy. The first of three children of 
John Henry Robinson and Lydia Jane 
(Parker) Robinson, his father, a sailing-
ship captain, had rounded Cape Horn 
twenty-two times.

Young Boardman attended school 
in Nova Scotia and in Wales. In 1894, 
he entered the Massachusetts Normal 

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Boardman Robinson, 1: Anti-War Artist

A Boardman Robinson self-portrait. John Reed (left) and Boardman Robinson ready to leave for Eastern Europe.

mailto:jlindau@wroinc.org
http://www.masseyknakal.com
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Art School, founded in 1873 in Bos-
ton. Here he discovered the sweep-
ing changes taking place in European 
painting. Young Robinson worked his 
way through art school as an elevator 
operator and as a waiter in summer 
hotels in New Hampshire.

Sally Whitney and Mike Robin-
son were married in Paris in 1903 and 
shared a studio there. He modeled a 
life-size statue of St. Christopher in 
clay, but it was never cast. Robinson 
decided sculpture was too precarious 
and too expensive an occupation.

The Robinsons returned to the 
United States the next year. That sum-
mer they moved into a combined barn 
and loft in Washington Heights. The 
only work he could find was as a field 
worker for the Association for Im-
proving the Condition of the Poor.

“This experience made a socialist 
of me,” Robinson said later, “as it did 
of all of our group who had a grain of 
sense.”

After a stint as an art editor at 
Vogue, in 1907 things began looking 
up for the Robinsons. He found a 
job as staff illustrator on The Morn-
ing Telegraph, an unusual newspaper 
that covered horse racing, sports and 
the theater. Robinson called it “the 
official organ of New York’s tracks, 
whorehouses and barber shops,” but 

its perceptive editor encouraged him 
and gave him a free hand.

In France, Robinson had been 
exposed to the skillful drawings of 
Honoré Daumier, who had displayed 
a remarkable ability to distill political 
concepts into bitterly satirical cartoon 
images. Through his use of the lithog-
rapher’s wax crayon on rough paper, 
Daumier had elevated the cartoon to 
new heights of power as both fine art 
and political satire.

Creating his own style, Robinson 
recorded his impressions of a vibrant 
metropolis from the crowded tene-
ments of the Lower East Side to the 
bright lights of Broadway. Tinctured 
with his intimate knowledge of the 
city acquired as a social worker, his 
drawings soon made his name a 
household word.

Barbara, the Robinsons’ four-
year-old daughter, died in 1909. Mike 
and Sally also had two other children: 
John (nicknamed “Billy”), born in 
1908, and Bartlett (“Bart”), born in 
1912.

The New York Tribune, Horace 
Greeley’s old paper, sought him out in 
1910, offering him a higher salary and 
a free hand. He moved to the Tribune 
and continued to perfect his uncon-
ventional style of drawing.

“In the field of cartooning to this 
day I see the hand of Robinson still 

at work,” prolific American artist and 
lithographer Adolf Dehn later wrote. 
“He created a style of cartoon that was 
vigorous and freely drawn, as against 
the cross-hatches of Punch and Life,” 
two magazines popular at that time.

By 1912, the couple felt secure 
enough financially to consider build-
ing their own home. They found a cor-
ner lot in Forest Hills in the borough 
of Queens and hired an imaginative 
architect, H.T. Lindeberg, now rec-
ognized as one of America’s greatest 
residential architects.. After plans were 
drawn, Sally supervised the building of 
their house.

in 1914, The Tribune suddenly 
dismissed Robinson--he had no em-
ployment contract. His opposition 
to the widening war and to jingoistic 
“preparedness” may have been a factor, 
but the paper cited increased costs of 
news gathering and Robinson’s high 
salary as an excuse.

With their income cut off, in 
1915 the Robinsons found it neces-
sary to sell the Forest Hills house. 
Mike and Sally and their two sons 
moved to a house on Mt. Airy Road 
in Croton-on-Hudson. Next door to 
Max Eastman’s former cider mill, the 
dilapidated building had no water, no 
bath and no furnace.

Robinson earned an uncertain liv-
ing as a freelance artist for such maga-
zines as Collier’s, Harper’s Weekly, Puck, 
Leslie’s Weekly and Scribner’s.

Robinson was chosen by Harry 
Payne Whitney’s Metropolitan Maga-
zine to illustrate a series of articles by 
John Reed. Impressed by Reed’s cov-
erage of Pancho Villa’s revolution in 
Mexico, editor Carl Hovey decided to 
send the writer-artist team to Europe 
to report from the Western Front. 
When jingoist ex-President Theodore 
Roosevelt denounced Reed as a radi-
cal, however, the French government 
withdrew its support for the venture.

Determined to report the war, 
Reed and Robinson boarded a Brit-
ish liner bound for Naples in April 
1915. They followed the war in Serbia, 
Bulgaria, Rumania, Poland and Rus-
sia. For seven months, they were close 
to conflict, cruelty, famine, disease and 
death, reflected in Reed’s graphic prose 
and Robinson’s unforgettable sketches. 
The horrors they saw only reinforced 
their pacifism.

With notebooks and sketch-

books bulging, they returned to Italy 
and sailed for the United States. Their 
magazine articles and book, The War 
on the Eastern Front, underscored the 
insanity of war.

During 1916, Robinson began 
to contribute to The Masses. After the 
demise of The Masses, his powerful 
cartoons appeared in its successor, The 
Liberator.

In a studio he built in an old barn 
on the property, Robinson read, drew, 
painted and pondered. He captured 
many local scenes on canvas--a fa-
vorite subject was the Hudson as seen 
from the Mt. Airy house. For many 
years a painting of the river hung in 
the Robinson’s living room, its brilliant 
autumn reds complementing the blue 
of the river.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book pub-
lisher and local historian. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

A page from Boardman Robinson’s sketchbook of the war in Eastern Europe.

Titled “The Deserter,” this powerful Boardman Robinson cartoon ran in the July 1916 issue of The Masses. Officers of five 
warring nations in a firing squad prepare to execute Jesus Christ.

Continued from page 11
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Boardman Robinson, 1: Anti-War Artist
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By GLENN SLABY
This article on mental 
illness has no insight, 
no tips, no advice, no 
stories, no ideas. It’s just 
a list of names of people 

like us who suffer or have suffered from 
mental illness, specifically bipolar disor-
der. The names are have been divided 
by occupation/career.

“One in four of us will have a men-
tal illness at some point. That’s a lot of 
people.” Alastair Campbell, British 
broadcaster, journalist.Depression.

May was National Mental Health 
Awareness Month and I thought it 
would be appropriate to list others who 
have also suffered. I cannot understate 
how important, how comforting their 
“coming out” are to us who suffer since 
the stigma, shame, embarrassment is 

still too great in our confused, goal ori-
ented, befuddled culture for many of us 
to admit to a disease not of their mak-
ing. We all need to know that we are 
not alone.

I only focused on Bipolar Disorder. 
I was running out of room.

“Manic-depression distorts moods 
and thoughts, incites dreadful be-
haviors, destroys the basis of rational 
thought, and too often erodes the de-
sire and will to live. It is an illness that 
is biological in its origins, yet one that 
feels psychological in the experience of 
it, an illness that is unique in conferring 

Continued on page 14

 THE ROMA BUILDING
 COMMERICAL SPACE FOR RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., YORKTOWN HEIGHTS

Office  Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent $900/Month
2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.  Rent  $1675/Month

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. Rent $500/Month 

914.632.1230

-

- RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, 
Spacious

Studio Apartments 
$1150/Month

1 Bedroom Apartments: 
$1350 - $1500/Month

Brand New Kitchens, 
Living Rooms & Bathrooms.

Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, 

Stoves & Refrigerators.
Credit Check Required 

Available Immediately 
 Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

MAKE IT FUN! 

By PAM YOUNG
What’s the first thing 
you think of when you 
think of your father? 
When I think of mine, 
I think of his smile. He 

was so in love with Mom, my younger 
sister Peggy and me that he seemed to 
always have a happy face. If you read 
Sidetracked Home Executives: from 
pigpen to paradise, you know that I got 
the disorganized gene from Dad. He 
threatened to sue me for defamation of 
character, but of course he was joking 
and if he really had intended to take me 
to court, he’d never have gotten around 

to it because he was a procrastinator.
My dad worked hard delivering 

gas to farmers who had big tanks to 
supply their farm equipment. He was 
so loved by his customers there was 
hardly a day he didn’t come home in his 
big Standard Oil tank truck without 
a few treasures. In the summer it’d be 
produce. We never needed a garden as 
we were kept stocked in every kind of 
fruit and vegetable known to Dr. Oz. 
Sometimes he’d bring home packages 
of beef, chickens or turkeys and other 
times jams, jellies, cakes or cookies.  

He loved to hunt and fish and 
because part of one of the farms was 

Bachelor’s Island, a duck hunter’s heav-
en in the Columbia River, he was given 
the privilege of hunting ducks and 
geese. Being an excellent shot (Mom 
said he had the eye of an eagle) our 
freezer was stocked with wild fish and 
game. To this day I love the taste of wild 
goose and Chinook salmon.

As I alluded, Dad was very disor-
ganized, but being married to a BOP 
(Born Organized Person) wife it didn’t 
show up in our home. If he left any-
thing out or didn’t put his dirty clothes 
in the hamper, Mom did it for him 
without making an issue of it. I think 
she felt the inside of the house was her 

domain and the yard, car and garage 
were his.

If you read The Sidetracked Sister’s 
Happiness File, you know Dad’s garage 
was a disaster and he’d leave his lawn 
mower, garden tools, edger, tiller, hoses, 
yard chairs and chaise lounges out in 
the fall and with the first snow Peggy 
and I would play, Name That Lump.  

When I asked Terry, my husband, 
what the first thing that came to his 
mind when he thought of my dad, he 
said, “His smile and happiness.” He was 
a very happy man. I read somewhere 
that it’s more important to be happy 
than it is to be organized, and my dad 
proved that in his life. Sure we need 
to get to appointments on time so we 
don’t keep anyone waiting and it helps 
to know what day it is so we don’t show 

up at church on Monday. But once we 
have a watch and a calendar and we 
remember to look at them regularly, 
if they’re for the goal of being happy 
they’ll serve us well.

Here’s a tribute to all the happy 
fathers! Thank you for being there for 
your children! 
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll 
find many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, vid-
eos on how to get organized, ways to lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all 
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.
If you’d like to listen to my essay while you 
clean out a drawer or pluck your eyebrows 
go to www.makeitfunanditwillget-
done.com .

Happy Father’s Day All Happy Fathers

MENTAL HEALTH

The “A” List
Famous People with Mental Illness Bipolar Disorder

http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
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advantage and pleasure, yet one that 
brings in its wake almost unendurable 
suffering …”

“I compare myself with my former 
self, not with others.”

—both, Kay Redfield Jamison, An 
Unquiet Mind: A Memoir of Moods and 
Madness

Many numerous sources overlap 
or are incomplete, so I hope the list 
is useful for someone. There are some 
crossovers/labeling of diagnoses be-
tween bipolar disorder, depression, 
schizophrenia, etc. My methodology 
began and ended with the internet. For 
a name to be included, it would have 
to appear on at least three websites. 
Evidence in regards to historical figures 
may be debatable but appeared to have 
been analyzed by qualified individu-
als. Also, my apologies for improperly 
excluding or including individuals - 
time and resources are limited, but the 
knowledge of knowing about others 
who “made it” or have who put one foot 
in front of the other, contributed, per-
sisted, on this mysterious journey called 

life is indispensible.
“Mental illness can happen to 

anybody. You can be dustman, a politi-
cian, a Tesco worker…anyone. It could 
be your dad, your brother your aunt.” 
Frank Bruno, former world champion 
boxer. Bipolar

Dear reader, add yourself to this 
ever growing list just for being here 
today.

Actors, Actresses and Comedians: 
Ned Beatty, Maurice Bernard, Jeremy 
Brett, Jim Carey, Robert Downey Jr., 
Richard Dreyfuss, Patty Duke, Carrie 
Fisher (Memoir Wishful Thinking.“ I 
am mentally ill. I am not ashamed of 
that.”), Connie Francis, Stephen Fry, 
Mel Gibson, Shecky Greene, Linda 
Hamilton, Moss Hart, Margot Kid-
der, Vivian Leigh, Kevin McDonald, 
Kristy McNichols, Burgess Meredith, 
Spike Milligan, Nicola Pagett, David 
Strickland, Tracy Ullman, Jean-Claude 
Van Damme, Robin Williams and 
Jonathan Winters.

Artists: Alvin Ailey, Tim Burton, 
Francis Ford Coppola, Bill Lichten-
stein, Vincent Van Gogh and Norman 
Wexler.

Composers: Ludwig van 
Beethoven, Edward Elgar, George 
Fredrick Handel, Oscar Levant, Gus-

tav Mahler, Amadeus Mozart and 
Robert Schumann.

Musicians: Adam Ant, Rosemary 
Clooney, DMX, Ray Davies, Lenny 
Dee, Peter Gabriel, Jimi Hendrix, Jack 
Irons, Phil Ochs, Sinead O’Connor, 
Charley Pride, Axl Rose, Del Shan-
non, Phil Spector, Sting, Tom Waits, 
Brian Wilson, Amy Whinehouse and 
Townes Van Zandt.

Other: Buzz Aldrin, Astronaut, 
Louis Althusser, philosopher, Clifford 
Beers, humanitarian, Mary Ellen Co-
peland, PhD, author, educator, mental 
health advocate, Larry Flynt, publisher, 
Phil Graham, owner Washington Post, 
Abbie Hoffman political activist, Karl 
Paul Link, chemist, Josh Logan di-
rector, Dimitri Mihalas, astronomer, 
Dick Cavett and Jane Pauley, TV per-
sonalities, Dr. Kay Redfield Jamison, 
Prof. of psychiatry, John Hopkins, John 
Strugnell, Biblical scholar, Ted Turner, 
media mogul, Sol Wachtler, judge.

Poets: Sherman Alexie, John Ber-
ryman, C.E. Chaffin, Hart Crane, 
Robert Lowell, William Blake, Lord 
Byron, Samuel Johnson, John Keats, 
T.S. Elliot, Ezra Pound, Dylan Thomas 
and Walt Whitman.

Politicians: Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Winston Churchill (self-medicated 

with alcohol, called the depression state 
‘The black dog’.), Thomas Eagleton 
Vice –president nominee, Alexander 
Hamilton, Jesse Jackson, Jr., and Patrick 
J. Kennedy, Teddy Roosevelt and Mar-
garet Trudeau.

Sports Personalities: John Daly, 
golf, Ilie Nastase, tennis, Jimmy Pier-
sall, baseball, and Erik Ainge (NY Jets), 
Brandon Marshall, Barret Robbins , 
Alonzo Spellman, Dimitrius Under-
wood, all also football.

Writers: Hans Christian An-
dersen, Honors de Balzac, Art Bu-
chwald, Joseph Conrad, Patricia 
Cromwell, Charles Dickens, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, William Faulkner, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Graham Greene, 
Ernest Hemingway, Hermann Hesse, 
Henrik Ibsen, Henry James, William 
James, Jack London, Herman Melville, 
Robert Munsch, Eugene O’Neill, Ed-
gar Allen Poe, Mary Shelley, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Leo Tolstoy, Ivan 
Turgenev, Mark Twain, Tennessee 
Williams, Virginia Woolf, and Emile 
Zola.

Some good company, a good club 
to be member of, unfortunately.

For too long we have swept the 
problems of mental illness under the 
carpet…and hoped that they would 

go away.” Richard J. Cody New Jersey 
State Senator

“Depression is a painfully slow, 
crashing death. Mania is the other ex-
treme, a wild roller coaster run off its 
tracks, an eight ball of coke cut with 
speed. It’s fun and it’s frightening as 
hell. Some patients - bipolar type I - ex-
perience both extremes; other - bipolar 
type II - suffer depression almost exclu-
sively. But the “mixed state,” the mercu-
rial churning of both high and low, is 
the most dangerous, the most deadly. 
Suicide too often results from the im-
pulsive nature and physical speed of 
psychotic mania coupled with depres-
sion’s paranoid self-loathing.”  —Da-
vid Lovelace, Scattershot: My Bipolar 
Family

Many of the above individuals 
have written about their experiences. 
So if you find a name that interests you, 
please do a quick search – it’s worth the 
effort.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guardian, 
suffers from mental illness, writes part-
time, and works at the New Rochelle Pub-
lic Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York. 
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MUSIC

It’s always special to have another live 
1972 album from the Grateful Dead 
as it still remains as one of my favorite 
years of the bands performances. Thanks 
to www.RealGoneMusic.com who just 
re-released this three CD set that was 
recorded soon after the Dead returned 
from their fabled trip across the Atlantic 
where the band was remarkably consis-
tent. The European heat continues on 
this Baltimore, MD set that was record-
ed by the legendary Osley Stanley culled 
by the equally distinguished tape archi-
vists Dick Latvala (who passed in ’99) 
and David Lemieux. This configuration 
of the band included what I like to say 
as their “classic” lineup (except Ron “Pig-
pen” McKernan was too ill to make this 
tour and later passed six months later in 
March of ’73 a huge loss for the band) 
but there’s Jerry Garcia’s guitar, Bob 
Weir’s rhythm guitar, Phil Lesh’s bass, 
Bill Kreutzman’s “singular” drumming, 
Donna Jean and Keith Godchaux’s vo-

cals and piano. All in all these three discs 
clock in at over three hours of electrify-
ing music which was the typical length 
of many of the bands two set concerts.

Covers include the opening Chuck 
Berry “Promised Land,” Marty Robbins 
“El Paso,” Johnny Cash’s “Big River,” 
the traditional “I Know You Rider” that 
(almost always, as it does here) morphs 
from the trippy Garcia-Hunter “China 
Cat Sunflower.” Plus John Phillips’ “Me 
and My Uncle,” and Merle Haggards’ 
“Sing Me Back Home.” But for the 
most part it’s their originals that offer 
the most intrigue here, especially on 
the almost eleven minute and sumptu-
ous “Bird Song,” a very lengthy (18:48) 
and exploratory “Playing In the Band,” 
and a somewhat rare singular Truckin’” 
(12:19.) The centerpiece of this fine set 
is a trio of tunes “He’s Gone,” “a bom-
bastic The Other One,” (inclusive with 
those memorable thunderous bass-lines 
from Lesh,) and Haggard’s “Sing Me 

Back Home” that (non-stop) rolls on 
for approximately one hour. These three 

segued and intertwined tunes took up 
most of their second set. But it’s not over 

as the band rocks out on an exhilarating 
“Sugar Magnolia,” (9:25) and a tender 
and somewhat lengthy “Uncle John’s 
Band” (7:22) that closes the proceedings.

I’m don’t feel that this Maryland set 
is the Grateful Dead’s best from ’72, but 
it’s damn good and a welcome addition. 
The sound is clear as a bell too and of-
fers dynamic sound from beginning to 
end. As with all of the of the Dick’s Picks 
series this edition also includes the Ca-
veat Emptor (so-called) warning; “Dick’s 
Picks 23 was mastered from the original 
1/4” analog tapes, running at 7.5 inches per 
second. The mix you hear was done live to 
two-track at the show, and the results are 
remarkable. We hope you dig it as much as 
we do.” And I think you will also dig it 
as much as I did too. May we all rock on 
and on for as long as we can… Amen!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. 
Now celebrating 13 + years on the air at 
WFDU - http://wfdu.fm. 24x7 On De-
mand Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.
com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds of 
Blue is the most pledged to program for 5 
consecutive years. Senior Contributing Edi-
tor to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com , http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://Yon-
kersTribune.com.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

Grateful Dead “Dick’s Picks Vol. 23” 
Baltimore, MD 9/17/72
Another fine example of a 1972 classic performance
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By GLENN MOLLETTE
Recent news about cell 
phone giant Verizon is 
a bit disconcerting. Ev-
ery telephone record of 

every Verizon customer is now an open 
book to our government. Can we not 
call mom without it being the govern-
ment’s business? Is there no such thing 
as “personal” anymore? Alarmingly the 
answer is no.

No one wants a terrorist living next 
door. We do not want people roaming 
our country looking for lives and build-
ings to destroy.

Our FBI, CIA, and military intelli-
gence must be commended and praised 
for their efforts to prevent heinous acts 
from happening in our country.

However, our liberty is at risk when 
anyone from the government can show 
up at any time and search through our 
homes, invade our personal property, 
invade our banking account informa-
tion, go through our mail and family 
picture albums, or go through all of our 
computers to see every web page we’ve 

ever browsed. The books we read at the 
library, our newspaper subscriptions and 
what we bought at the grocery store is 
nobody else’s business. I hear the argu-
ment “If you aren’t hiding anything then 
what do you care?” I care because, as a 

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

NATIONHOOD

Home of the Brave and Land of the Free? Not Quite
By BOB MARRONE
To say that 9/11 changed 
everything is too broad a 
statement. To be precise, 
what it did change were 
the sacred words at the 

end of our national anthem.
The revelations that the NSA has 

been targeting Verizon phone calls and 
that the FBI is looking into possible na-
tional security leaks by the press has re-
sulted in anguished cries from both the 
left and right of the political spectrum. 
The real story, though, is the reaction, 
itself more incredible than the supposed 
“scandals” being decried.

Exactly what planet have the press 
members, pundits, politicians and civil 
libertarians been on? What part of the 
Patriot Act did they not read? Did none 
of them ever peruse the original Espio-
nage Act, a flawed 20th century law which 
has been dusted off and used as another 

weapons in the War on Terror? Speaking 
of wars, what were they thinking during 
the two mishandled conflicts that cost so 
much in American Lives and treasure? 
When, exactly, did they throw out their 
old John Wayne DVD’s in which our 
great country refused to torture people, 
citing the now ridiculed Geneva Ac-
cords? Why now, in some fantasy flash-
back to a more principled and courageous 
time, do critics want to pretend that we 
value our freedom over our precious per-
sons? We, today, are neither brave, nor 
completely free.

The events 12 years ago were hor-
rible and cost nearly 3000 lives. Yes, yes, it 
was tragic and frightening. More recent 
events in Benghazi and Boston, while 
small in comparison, were equally scary. 
The world is scary right now. But, then 
again, it was always scary. The reality is, we 
will never stop all deaths from terrorism. 
But a combination of factors, a perfect 
storm of events, has robbed our civil-

ian population of its courage and, worse, 
cowered us into looking the other way 
it comes to our principles, and accepting 
unprecedented loses to our freedoms.

Our wealth, modern narcissistic life-
styles and medically advanced longer lives 
have softened us, and possessed of the 
notion that we should live forever with-
out risk or threat of harm. In all of the ef-
forts since 9/11, none has really required 
that we, the citizens, sacrifice or risk any-
thing for the war efforts. Indeed, since 
9/11, even as we scream to the heavens 
that we want less government intrusion 
in our lives, we hold that same govern-
ment unreasonably accountable for our 
personal safety. We have zero tolerance 
for any terrorist act however unconnected 
it might be to a larger conspiracy. Also, 
our elected officials have enabled our ti-
midity and detachment by catering to our 
fears and hide much of the horror of war 
from us. Not only should we be free from 
risk, we should also be kept from feeling 

any uneasiness that things are not going 
well. Our politicians are merely respond-
ing to our selfishness, setting aside their 
own principles, as they play the amoral 
game that is politics. They won’t even 
whisper the word draft, despite know-
ing full well, that we are destroying the 
bodies and souls of a generation of brave 
soldiers by endless redeployments. Again, 
they don’t want to upset us, lest they be 
voted out of office. Lastly, we have been 
way too willing to forego our freedoms 
in exchange for illusion that we are be-
ing fully protected, safe forever. Only the 
deeply religious or the delusional buy on 
to this fantasy.

Let some of these numbers from the 
CDC sink in: In a given year an average 
of 26,000 people die from unintentional 
falls. Another 33,000 die from car ac-
cidents, while alike number succumb to 
inadvertent poisoning. Jumping to the 
chase, a total of 121,000 people leave the 
planet every year due to some accident or 

another. It is a cliché, but no one here gets 
out alive. Maybe the government should 
do something about these terrible trends.

We, the civilians need to get our 
mojo back. We are the reason that our 
phones are tapped and emails read. It 
is because of our need for guaranteed 
safety that travel has become a burden. 
The good news may be that our need for 
absolute safety has now brought us to a 
moment of conscience about how far we 
have fallen, as a citizenry. And we need 
to careful not to blame former president 
Bush or president Obama. They were 
and are doing what we demanded.

What we need to do is accept the 
risks of modern life, return to our core 
principles that once set us aside from 
much of the rest of the world, and do 
those things necessary to restore the 
meaning to the those last few words of 
the our song., 
Bob Marrone is a radio talk show host, au-
thor, and freelance writer for The Westchester 
Guardian.

AMERICAN ISSUES

Privacy Is No Longer An Option

Continued on page 16



Page 16 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, JUNE 13 2013

Continued on page 17

REAL ESTATE

By RICH MONETTI
BEDFORD, NY -- On 
Tuesday, June 4th, the 
Town Board of Bed-
ford met at 321 Bedford 
Road for its monthly 

meeting. The main topic on the agenda 
was to determine the interest in going 
forward with town wide Municipal Re-
assessment. While amenable to the idea 
with the two other Town Board mem-
bers present, Supervisor Lee Roberts 
raised a key concern to Town Assessor 
Harold Girdlestone.

“I don’t want to do it unless we do it 
right so people understand, aren’t caught 
up in misconception, and then we end 
up with a million court cases,” said Rob-
erts.

Speaking by phone the next day, 
Girdlestone shed light on a piece of 
misinformation that can often cause 
public outcry. “People think their taxes 
are going to go up because their as-
sessment goes up. That’s not true,” says 
Girdlestone.

In real terms, though, it becomes true 
if the town is hit with a tax levy, but regard-
less, a town wide reassessment typically 
works out to be beneficial to two thirds of 

property owners – those properly assessed 
and those over-assessed. “We’re going to 
redistribute that tax where people who 
weren’t paying their fair share are going 
to pay more and people who were paying 
too much are going to be brought down,” 
says Girdlestone.

As it stands, the current assessment 
is 29 years out of date. “1974 was the last 
town wide reassessment,” says Girdle-
stone, and obviously not a lot of people 
show up at the assessor’s office to com-
plain that they are being under-assessed.

This reinforces the inequality of 
the current redistribution – especially 
with those properly assessed in mind. 
That said, it’s not hard to extrapolate 
from where some of the resistance will 
eminate. “People who have been under-
assessed – that’s an awakening”.”

Down county, where numerous 
under-assessed beachfront properties 
persist, municipalities have found stiff 
resistance. “That gets people riled up,” 
Girdlestone said.

At the same time, some under-
assessed property owners fall into an 
empathetic situation. “The property tax 

– there’s no provision for ability to pay. 
So if you’re on a certain income, people 
can’t afford, that will continue to linger,” 
advised Girdlestone.

Potentially vocal minorities aside, 
the other unavoidable factor is cost. At 
an approximate rate of $140 per parcel 
– minus a small contribution from the 
state – the total price tag for Bedford 
rings up at almost $900,000. “That’s ob-
viously a factor here in these economic 
times, and among the reluctant munici-
palities that share the Bedford Central 
School District,” noted Girdlestone.

The near certainty that Bedford 

exceeds the tax cap also factors in. “The 
town would then have to pass an over-
ride,” advised Girdlestone.

But the price tag incurred by nature 
will go a long way toward not allowing 
Bedford to go decades without ever 
readjusting and the resulting unfair tax 
distribution. In contrast to what is the 
norm now, the entire system will be au-
tomated, and whenever properties are 
renovated or updated, the town will be 
able to record changes on its computer 
system. “We’ll have good data, and it will 
no longer be the garbage in, garbage out 
situation we have now,” says Girdlestone.

Of course, while the involvement of 
the adjacent municipalities would make 
an upfront payment much easier to 
absorb, it’s a no brainer to Town Board 
Member Chris Burdick. “Would there 
still be benefits if the other municipali-
ties do not take part,” he asked rhetori-
cally.

As such, Burdick led the motion for 
Girdlestone to report back his findings 
after meeting with the county next week. 
The Board then motioned unanimous 
approval.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

Bedford Town Board Continue to Scrutinize Municipal Reassessment

Town Board Member Chris Burdick.

Town Assessor Harold Girdlestone.

United States citizen, it is an invasion of 
our liberty. One invasion leads to anoth-
er. The loss of freedom is slowly eroding 
in our country.

The government is supposedly pro-
tecting you. Then one day we wake up in 
fear of making a move without govern-
ment permission.

Any invasion of our personal lives 
or privacy should go through proper 
channels and the legal process of being 
granted an investigative search warrant. 
In this scenario papers would have to be 
filled out explaining why such a search 
is necessary. Authorities who do such 

random searches must be held account-
able for any damage done to the citizen’s 
home, family pictures, files, comput-
ers, clothes or any item that has been 
touched or mishandled in anyway.

Authorities who search without 
just cause should be responsible for dry 
cleaning bills, carpet cleaning, painting 
and the purchase of new electronics if 
any of the electronics are damaged. If the 
suspicions end up true and the raided 
house ends us revealing someone who is 
plotting to hurt others then that changes 
the scenario.

Those who search should never be 
allowed to destroy someone’s home and 
leave it in a state of disaster.

When someone is suspected of 

being a threat to hurting anyone or sus-
pected of being a terroristic threat to a 
community or our nation then of course 
everything must be done to determine 
what is going on and every precaution 
taken to save lives.

The truth of the matter is that if the 
FBI invades a person’s home and does 
a search and they find 50 guns it doesn’t 
mean anything. Many people collect guns. 
If the person has told people about his 
plans to shoot people at the movie theatre 
or if he has written threatening stuff on 
Facebook then the authorities have every 
right to take his guns, investigate and arrest 
him if they find documented facts.

The Patriot Act was established after 
the 9/11 attacks. We will never forget the 

heinous crimes committed against our 
country. The question is this: “Has the 
Patriot Act made us safer as a nation?

The Patriot Act has given the gov-
ernment more freedom to invade any 
person’s privacy in Any Place, USA, but 
has it made you safer? Do you feel safer 
because of the Patriot Act? Since the 
Patriot Act there have been countless 
episodes of violence that the new law has 
not prevented throughout the nation. 
Military base shootings, office shootings, 
campus shootings, movie theatre shoot-
ings, and more.

For every terrorist act that has been 
stopped, we celebrate as a country and 
thank those involved in preventing it.

The Patriot Act needs to be edited. 

Our citizens should only have to fear 
criminals and terrorists, not government 
officials with a license to violate our civil 
liberties. There must be a compromise 
and a system of checks and balances that 
protect the freedom of Americans, as 
well as keeping us safe.
Glenn Mollette is the author of American 
Issues: Every American Has An Opinion 
and nine other books. He grew up in Mar-
tin County, Kentucky, and in 1964 was a 
child when President Lyndon B. Johnson 
visited the county seat of Inez to begin his 
campaign on poverty. You can hear him 
each Sunday night on XM Radio on chan-
nel 131 8 EST. Find him on Facebook. Di-
rect email to gmollette@aol.com. 
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Learn It OnLine?
By JOHN F. MCMULLEN 

In recent weeks, the 
migration from in-class 
college education to 
that delivered on-line 
has both seemingly ac-

celerated and has caused controversy. A 
hotly debated bill in the California State 

Senate, “SB-520,” seeks to mandate that 
students in the California state college 
and university system, unable to regis-
ter for ‘core classes’ at their home school 
because of ‘bottlenecks,’ would be able 
to register for “Massive Open Online 
Courses” (“MOOCs”) instead and 
receive credit from their home school” 

(http://www.documentcloud.org/
documents/618025-california-sb-
520-fact-sheet.html). 

The Nation Magazine reporting on 
the bill in its June 10/17th issue, wrote 
“The bill is packaged by its champions as a 
necessary measure designed to defend the best 
interests of a student body under siege. De-
tractors, however, attack it as a top-down 
effort to allow private companies to profit 
from public institutions of higher learning 
-- what some have labeled ‘the Univer-

sity of Phoenixization’ of the UC system.” A 
more in-depth and more critical article 
on the movement toward MOOCs, 
“California, CUNY and MOOCs” by the 
author of the short Nation article, Mi-
chael Busch (written in conjunction with 
“Student Nation”), is available at http://
www.thenation.com/blog/174048/
california-cuny-and-moocs#.  The lat-
ter piece concludes with “If the California 
State Senate bill is passed into law, precedent 
will be set for state university systems across 

the country. The CUNY chancellor and 
board of trustees will likely use such an out-
come as a point of departure in advancing 
their vision of a university run on a model of 
corporate supply and demand. The best way 
to resist these pressures is to advance alterna-
tive visions for the future of our university—
visions that include proper funding, freedom 
from private interests and meaningful com-
munity control.”

Across the country from Califor-

TECHNOLOGY  CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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nia, the State University of New York (SUNY) and the 
on-line education provider, Coursera, have announced a 
partnership to develop “Open SUNY,” an on-line platform 
for SUNY courses. (http://www.suny.edu/sunynews/
News.cfm?filname=2013-05-30-CourseraRelease.
htm). While it is not clear exactly how this system with 
be implemented, it is assumed by many that SUNY will 
adopt the Coursera model as its overall platform (it should 
be noted that I teach at a SUNY College and that we use a 
different platform, “Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic 
Learning Environment” (“MOODLE”) as both our on-line 
platform and a learning aid for in-class courses. The Coursera 
and Moodle platforms are quite different.).

The whole subject of on-line education is a complex 
one and one that is fraught with political overtones:

Some academics see on-line education as inferior and 
the large on-line degree granting schools such as the Uni-
versity of Phoenix as a blight on the educational landscape.

Teachers’ unions and professional organizations often 
see the move to on-line education as a way of undermining 
the teacher organizations and eroding the value of teachers.

Older well-established professors often see the new 
technology as threatening to their long-standing method-
ologies and resent the intrusion.

Advocates of public colleges and universities see, as the 
Nation article points out, the move to these on-line learn-
ing platforms as a “give-a-way” to the for profit schools.

These debates will go on --- and will not be addressed 
here. What will be addressed, however, are the educational 
considerations in laying out effective on-line courses and 
determining both who is qualified to teach them and who 
is qualified to take them.

As background, I taught the first graduate on-line 
course at Marist College approximately twenty years ago 
as well as a number of undergraduate courses in the last 
10 years. I also took graduate on-line courses as well as a 
stand-alone Coursera course last year. Additionally, I have 
observed the setting up of on-line programs in colleges and 
have formed opinions on what tools both professors and 
students need to insure success in using on-line education. 
Finally, I regularly use on-line tools to support my in-class 
courses.

The Marist course was forced upon the school by 
re-organization within the IBM Corporation. A large 
number of enrollees in the Master of Computer Science 
program at Marist were employees of IBM and a num-
ber, entering their last semester were caught in a massive 
re-structuring at IBM, resulting in their transfers to Aus-
tin, TX; Raleigh, NC; and Burlington, VT. To complete 
their degree requirements, each of the students had to 
complete a “capstone” course, “Information Systems Policy,” 
which involved weekly high-level discussions on aspects of 
Information Systems, student presentations, and the de-
velopment of an in-depth academic paper on an approved 
topic for presentation at an academic conference. Because 
of these requirements, it did not seem to be feasible for the 
students to try to just find “similar courses” at schools in 
their new location -- yet no one wanted them to lose their 
degree opportunity.

The director of the program, Jerome McBride, knew 
that I had utilized “Multiple-User Domains -- Object-
Oriented” (“MOOs”), text-based virtual realities, for vari-
ous programs at the school and asked me if it could be 
used for an on-line weekly seminar program. I was able 

to show him that there were educational tools already 
developed (slide shows, professor-prepared lectures, etc.) that 
could be used in the production of a robust course and we 
proceeded. The course was set up to be on a “Same Time - 
Different Place” basis in which we met every Sunday from 
11AM - 2PM for a class in this virtual space (this approach 
differs from the “Different Time - Different Place” basis on 
which most on-line courses are based; neither is superior; the 
choice is made on the best method for individual courses).

The course was very successful and the students did 
very well in the class sessions, their research, and in their 
presentations of their research papers at the academic 
conference (which they had to attend in person). The main 
reasons for their success were:

They were bright, highly motivated, and quite disci-
plined to complete their degree requirement.

They had no compunction with mastering the re-
quired technology platform and tools.

The technology has improved vastly in the last twenty 
years and we can now present video, face-to-face lectures, 
on-line meetings and make use of vast libraries of course 
material. Yet, the most important requirements for the stu-
dents remain the same -- they must be highly motivated, 
extremely disciplined, and must master the technology.

These points cannot be overstressed. There is more 
work required for an online course than an in-class one 
-- and most students have a hard time realizing this. It re-
quires real discipline to sign on early every week and com-
plete required assignments; unlike in-class courses, most 
on-line courses allow the students to be on-line at the most 
convenient time for them; it is too easy to put things off.

Additionally, on-line courses require more work 
by professors. I can tell in a classroom session if students 
are “getting it or not” and adjust my teaching as required. 
Additionally, I can inhibit distracting multitasking by de-
manding that smartphones and other materials are away. 
I can’t do any of this in a Different Time - Different Place 
environment so I must (and every on-line teacher must) as-
sign more material -- on-line sources, videos, quizzes, refer-
ence materials, recorded lectures, projects, papers, etc. -- to insure 
both that the students have enough material to master the 
course requirements and that I have enough basis to assess 
their mastery.

It is my feeling that Freshmen should not take on-line 
courses (unless, of course, the entire program is on-line), that 
there should be a higher GPA requirement to take on-line 
courses than to simply be in the school (same caveat) and 
that students must pass an on-line proficiency test before 
being allowed to take any on-line courses (or be admitted 
into a fully on-line program). I saw the proficiency test and 
GPA requirements in force at Monroe College and they 
worked very well. At Purchase College, any on-line course 
set up must be approved both from a technical standpoint 
from the “Moodle Support area”” and by academics who 
review both the content and the method of assessment.

As we move more and more into the delivery of 
courses on-line, we must assure that both the professors 
and students are adequately prepared to share a quality 
educational experience. If we do not, we are shortchanging 
students in a highly competitive world where education 
can mean success or the lack thereof. 

The business and political models are extremely im-
portant but, if we don’t have a framework to assure that 
students receive at least as good (and hopefully better) edu-
cation on-line than they would in a classroom, it is all for 
naught.
Comments and questions are welcome – johnmac13@gmail.
com. 

Learn It OnLine?
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WL MANAGEMENT LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/22/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Reg-
istered Agent: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 
Brooklyn, NY 11228.

Notice of Formation
Isabella’s Beauty Salon LLC Arts of Org. 
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on 
April 8, 2013. Office location: Westches-
ter County, SSNY is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it 
may beserved. SSNY shall mail process 
to:54 Lawrence St., Yonkers, NY 10705. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

HOLTBY DESIGN STUDIO LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Iselin Terrace Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

311 COSTER STREET ASSOCIATES LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 4/19/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to Marc D. Pogostin P.C. 
305 North Ave 1st FL New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

GREEN CIRCLE MANAGEMENT, LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/8/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave, STE. 
305  White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

FIG TREE BOOKS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 64 Quarry LN. Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  A D S

CLASSIFIED ADS

Spacious, clean cold storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 
/M) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 
8 Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

Office Space Available- 
Prime Location,  

Yorktown Heights 
1,000 Sq. Ft.:  

$1800.  
Contact Wilca:  

914.632.1230 

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Yonkers Bronx border  
off S.Bway.  Quiet st.  
Convenient to # 1, 2, 9 

Buses.  
New Kit. Pvt. Entrance. 

Call 914.613.7487

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

By JOHN SIMON
Detlev Sierk was a 
Danish filmmaker who, 
during the corseted 
Eisenhower years be-
came a successful Hol-

lywood director as Douglas Sirk. He 
specialized in what is known as wom-
en’s pictures, romantic tales that either 
concluded with a a happy ending, or, if 

not, proved wonderfully cathartic tear-
jerkers. One of the latter was “Far From 
Heaven” (1957), which Todd Haynes, a 
less dependable cineast, remade in 2002, 
starring his favorite, Julianne Moore, in 
downright sugary Technicolor.

It is the story of Cathy Whitaker, 
happy Hartford, Connecticut, haus-
frau, married to prosperous business-
man Frank, and mother of two young 

children, David and Janice. She enjoys 
a fine house and garden, and a trusty 
black maid, Sybil. It is autumn, but the 
copiously falling leaves are far from 
melancholy, rather a coat of red-golden 
splendor.

There is also the black gardener, 
Raymond Deagan, who gardens 
around in this posh neighborhood, and 
shows up with a scarf Cathy has lost. 
What evolves is twofold. On the one 
hand, Cathy grows ever fonder of the 
highly civilized Raymond, who also has 
a charming little daughter, Sarah; on 
the other, Frank keeps coming home 
from work ever later, and, what with 
short temper, even humiliates Cathy in 
public.

This is a society represented by 
Frank’s sexist colleagues at work and 
Cathy’s neighborhood housewife 
friends, which does not allow for so-
cializing with blacks, and, though gos-
sipy as all get-out, is as slow as Cathy 
to catch on that Frank is a closeted ho-
mosexual detained not by work but by 
a clandestine male lover.

How does the musical come to 
grips with this? The composer Scott 
Frankel and lyricist Michael Korie are 
collaborating here for the fifth time, 
with director Michael Freif, the usual 
third partner. They were represented 
most recently with “Grey Gardens,” a 
musical based on a movie documentary 
about two weird recluses, mother and 
daughter, living in love-hate and accu-
mulating chaos in a dilapidated Long 
Island estate. With the help of two fine 
actresses, Mary Louise Wilson and 
Christine Ebersole, contributing to a 
modest but not negligible run.

This time round the book writer 
is Richard Greenberg, whose play “As-
sembled Parties” is currently enjoying a 
successful (though in my view unde-
served) run. Like it or not, Greenberg 
has a way with musical books (albeit 
not with the recent “Breakfast at Tif-

fany’s”), and he has here provided a 
serviceable enough libretto.

Frankel’s music is jazzy, often 
bluesy, and unafraid of piquant dis-
sonance, but unfortunately rather 
chary of memorable melody. There is 
a certain edgy angularity to this music, 
which often resorts to bombast. It does, 
however, have enough edge that allows 
the talented Kelli O’Hara and Stephen 
Pasquale, as the Whitakers, to keep it 
steadily going if not exactly soaring.

Ms. O’Hara is charming, has a 
good voice, and acts winningly, but her 
part, despite competent lyrics by Korie, 
does not let her deploy her reserves of 
passion and delicacy. And, of course, 
there is the question of how intense 
her feelings for Ray are allowed to get. 
This is not helped by the merely pass-
able presence of Isaiah Johnson as the 
sensitive and cultivated gardener, who 
even enhances Cathy’s appreciation of 
Miro, at an exhibition where they hap-
pen to meet.

True, for a black man’s deportment 
in 1957 vis-à-vis a white lady required 
reserve, but Johnson gives us a stiff-
ness untouched by repressed warmth. 
In turn, Stephen Pasquale is a highly 
gifted singing actor, but here somehow 
unable to make an unsympathetic fig-
ure at least relatively appealing.

There are problems with the sup-
porting cast. Although Nancy Ander-
son is on the mark as the one closest 
young matron to Cathy, the rest, largely 
through schematic characters among 
the circle of cocktail-downing and 
gossip-munching housewives, fail to 
transcend the banality of roles into 
the greater banality of lives. Most un-
fortunate is the casting of Julianna 
Rigoglioso, who doesn’t look right 
at all as cherished daughter Janice; 
Elainey Bass is all right as Sarah, 
and so is Jake Lucas as David, but 
their roles do not add up to much.  
There is a problem, too, with the clos-

ing scene on the railway platform from 
which Ray and Sarah are leaving for 
relocation in Baltimore. The movie had 
Cathy, unseen, silently looking on; the 
musical has an unconvincing farewell 
duet for the friends periodically inter-
rupted by Sarah, justifiably worried, 
calling from the ready to depart train, 
and Ray repeatedly putting her awk-
wardly off.

Allen Moyer’s set is a couple of 
fairly sterile looking modular contrap-
tions, revolving into only moderately 
different and suggestive formations, 
with nature and the appeal of gardens 
largely relegated to Peter Nigrini’s slide 
projections of a rather prosaic aspect. 
As espied through gaps and forming 
much too flat backdrops, they remain 
antiquated-looking, prosaic devices. 
Catherine Zuber’s costumes, like Ken-
neth Posner’s lighting, are dependable 
as always, though Ms. O’Hara’s un-
scripted five month’s pregnancy pre-
sented some problems for the costumer.

I don’t know the exact distance be-
tween the protagonist and that far-off 
Heaven, but the one between the show 
and the audience is incontrovertibly far 
from inconsiderable.
Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.

Samuel J. Friedman Theatre, 261 
West 47th Street, between Broadway and 
8th Avenue, New York, NY 10036.Avenu
John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloom-
berg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, Har-
vard University, Bard College and Mary-
mount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.

Whither The Whitakers?
 EYE ON  THEATRE

The Assembled Parties cast members: Jessica Hecht, Judith Light, Jeremy Shamos, Mark Blum, Lauren Blumenfeld, Alex Dreier, 
Jake Silbermann, Jonathan Walker.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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GOVERNMENTSection
Volunteerism Imprints Beauty and Longevity

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
Many Villagers have 
commented how lush 
and beautiful Spring 
was in Bronxville this 

year. One long-time resident related 
that she felt she lived in her own Bo-
tanical Garden.

The landscaping of our one square 
mile is the result of a very successful 
public/private partnership between the 
Village’s Public Works Department 
and two venerable volunteer organi-
zations, the Boulder Ledge Garden 
Club and the Bronxville Beautification 
Committee.

Boulder Ledge was officially rec-
ognized by the National Council of 
State Garden Clubs in 1968 and im-
mediately embarked on an extensive 
project of creating a map of the speci-
men and historic trees throughout the 
Village and labeled each of them. The 
concept of planting “shrubs in a tub” 
was also an early endeavor as Alberta 
spruces were placed in wine cask plant-
ers on Pondfield Road and its environs. 
At the time of the refurbishing of the 

Village Library, the group contributed 
towards a Library landscaping fund.

Boulder Ledge also took on the 
yearly clean-up of Bicentennial Park 
and in 2010, the 28 active members and 
9 sustainers voted to concentrate their 
efforts on restoring this park which has 
not seen major refurbishment since its 
completion almost thirty years ago un-
der the guidance of The Rotary Club.

Boulder Ledge has kicked off 
the effort to refurbish the Park with a 
very substantial leadership donation of 
$15,000 and the Club has hired a land-
scape designer with a plan to replace 
many of the plantings and install a 
fence parallel to Bolton Gardens. Their 
source of fundraising is member dona-
tions and an annual tea that is open to 
the public.

The Bronxville Beautification 
Committee (BBC) was the brain child 
of residents Alice and Burton Pollin 
who in the late 1970’s rallied other resi-
dents concerned about the upkeep of 
the Village. The citizens’ group eventu-
ally incorporated in 1993.

The BBC solicits donations via 
a spring fundraising mailing which 

generates on average $23,000 annually. 
The funds are then used to further the 
objective to undertake public beautifi-
cation projects which benefit the larg-
est number of Village residents. As a 
result, much of their work is concen-
trated near the central business district. 
However, Village Hall, the Library and 
Bronxville School all benefit annually 
from BBC money and effort.

Major BBC projects in the past 
have included the re-design of Leon-
ard Morange Square in 1994 and the 
installation of a fountain and associate 
plantings in the Lawrence Hospital 
area traffic circle in 2000. On-going 
projects include three plantings yearly 
in over 23 Village open spaces.

Currently, the BBC has embarked 
on even more ambitious and expan-
sive landscaping upgrades. They made 
a major commitment to upgrading 
the plantings near the railroad sta-
tion which is the main gateway to our 
Village. They have hired landscapers 
to remove unwanted bushes and tree 
seedlings and in partnership with the 
Village’s Department of Public Works 
have removed weeds, filled in depres-

sions with soil, laid down mulch and 
a biodegradable mesh that will now 
hold the soil as thousands of ivy plants 
were installed as well as Spring bloom-
ing plants. The BBC also agreed to a 
50-50 partnership with the Village to 
cover the cost of an irrigation system in 
the railroad bank area so plants will be 
preserved in perpetuity.

The final stage of the railroad 
banks project will be a refurbishment 
of the plateau near Studio Arcade. 
The BBC’s concept involves Wash-
ington Square type tables for chess and 
benches re-configured to make a relax-
ing park-like atmosphere for west side 
residents and hospital staff.

Some of the funding for these ad-
ditional undertakings are the result of 
the BBC’s Garden Tour Committee 
which has organized very successful 
tours over the past few years.

In just a very recent development, 
the BBC received permission from 
the Station Master responsible for the 
Bronxville Post Office that the Village 
and the BBC can partner to maintain 
and upgrade the Post office property, 
long a frustrating eye sore in the center 
of our Village.

The BBC also provides the beau-
tiful baskets that adorn the poles 
throughout the business district and 

can be seen this weekend in their 
blooming glory if you attend our an-
nual Sidewalk Sale both Friday and 
Saturday, June 7th and 8th. Incredible 
bargains are to be had and outdoor din-
ing and entertainment for visitors of 
all ages will happen on Saturday from 
12PM – 5PM on Park Place.

All of the above beautification ef-
forts would not be possible without the 
incredible expertise and cooperation 
of the Village’s stellar Department of 
Public Works staff. The level of part-
nership, coordination and friendship 
between the BBC, the Boulder Ledge 
Garden Club and the Department of 
Public Works staff has allowed the Vil-
lage to maximize beautification, stretch 
every donation dollar and maintain a 
beautiful Village with a minimum bur-
den on the property taxpayer.

I thank one and all for their hours 
of volunteer time, the generous dona-
tions and a very professional Village 
staff that makes the Village such a gar-
den spot.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. Direct 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        

mailto:germainfs@aol.com

