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 RADIO

New York Assemblyman Mike Spano 
On the Level with Narog and Aris

New rochelle, NY --   New York state assemblyman Mike 
spano is richard Narog’s and hezi aris’ guest this Tuesday, March 
8th, from 10 - 11 a.m., on WVOX-1460 aM on your radio dial and 
worldwide on www.WVOX.com. 

Bronxville Mayor Mary c. Marvin and Bronxville Village Manager harold Porr iii are our 
guests later in the month.

Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to WhYTeditor@gmail.com for possible 
use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the course of an interview. 

Join hezi aris on Wednesday mornings at 7:37 a.m. (new time) when he and Bob Marrone 
discuss issues on the Good Morning Westchester radio program hosted by Bob Marrone.

 ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Port chester, NY -- clay art center is 
pleased to present Rising Stars: A Student Show, 
an annual exhibition featuring the talents of 
our students. This coming together of cac’s 
dedicated class members will generate a lively 
and diverse exhibit of functional and sculptural 
works, creating a visual presentation of clay art 
center’s strength in educational programming. 
The exhibit will run from March 12 – april 
2, 2011 with an opening reception on sunday, 
March 13, 3-5pm. additionally, in our new 
studio wing, we will be exhibiting community 

clay: cac Outreach an exhibition featuring 
a selection of the talents from our children’s 
community outreach programs. admission is to 
both exhibits is free. 

The annual Rising Stars exhibit is highly 
coveted by the cac community. it gives our 
students – adults and children - the opportunity 
to exhibit their work in a professional gallery 
setting, to invite their families and friends, and 
share the fruits of their time spent at clay art 
center. in addition, it amplifies the breadth of 
clay art center’s educational programming, 
and opens the community’s eyes to the trans-
formational qualities of clay. Not only does the 
clay itself transform from a lump into a work 

of art, but clay transforms lives as well. clay 
is a medium that is particularly expressive and 
inclusive, allowing people of all ages and experi-
ence levels to create something that is uniquely 
their own. 

community clay: cac Outreach is an 
opportunity for us to highlight the talents of 
the children our outreach and community 
arts programs. We are currently running after 
school clay classes in eleven schools around 
Westchester county.

clay art center is a not-for-profit ceramic 
art organization offering exhibitions, clay 
classes for adults and children, studio spaces 
for clay artists and outreach programs in the 
community. it is located in the heart of Port 
chester at 40 Beech street, Port chester, NY 
10573. Gallery hours are Monday through 
saturday, 10am-4pm or by appointment. 

For more information please contact Leigh 
Taylor Mickelson at leigh@clayartcenter.org or 
914-937-2047. 

Rising Stars: A Student Show
By Leigh Taylor Mickelson

www.westchesterguardian.com
www.wattersonstudios.com
www.WVOX.com.
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Westchester Manor was the venue. 
The event promised to be “star studded.” 
it would be short and sweet. it did not 
disappoint. Those who would gather 
came with funds, admiration and 
support for the lifelong Yonkers resi-
dent who since 2005 has served the 
15th Westchester county Legislator 
district consisting of parts of the city 
of Yonkers and the Village of Bronxville. 
approximately 300 people attended; 
over 100 more sent checks. The recipient 
of all that political love was Gordon 
Burrows.

The pomp and circumstance of the 
evening was unusual. in prior election 
cycles a letter for the republican Party 
chairman and that of the county Board 
Minority Leader would write a letter to 
the faithful advising of the re-election 
effort, beseeching support for Gordon. 
Posh events never did insinuate them-
selves upon Gordon’s sensibilities. he 

was the family man, the friend, 
the confidante, the thinker, 
the debater, the lawyer, the 
team player. he recoiled from 
the limelight yet maintained a 
firm grip in responding to his 
constituents.

Thursday evening’s fund 
raising event gave every republican an 
opportunity to show their support for 
a man admired for his many years of 
service among the Yonkers city council 
and the Westchester county Board of 
Legislators.

The evening could have been 
described more like a wedding or Bar 
Mitzvah party than a political event. 
conjecture over one issue or another 
received little credence. The emphasis 
was to show support and reconnect 
with friends and colleagues from the 
republican mold. 

it seemed the event Was 
the place to be seen. it was 
subtle, telltale in its nuance. 
Village of Bronxville Mayor 
Mary Marvin was in atten-
dance. awestruck by the 
“Mayor” beloved by all who 
know her, and recognizing the 

long list of dignitaries that may or may 
not pale beside her presence, and they 
all know who each may be, [LOL], will 
note that the Westchester Manor was 
filled with a Who’s Who of republican 
personalities who were each stellar in 
talent and drive commensurate with the 
best of the best.

even so, politics was set aside. 
Friendships were renewed, people would 
catch up on events that had transpired; 
it seemed a perfect family affair. and it 
was, but...

...it was also a political move. 
should a challenger consider primarying 
Gordon Burrows, they would now have 
to think twice. in one night, Mr Burrows’ 
political coffers swelled $30,000.00 plus. 
Those who support Gordon personally, 
and support him politically wanted all to 
know Gordon Burrows was their choice 
for re-election. 

Gordon Burrows earned many acco-
lades of support among his political 
peers. No easy achievement among an 
ever changing and vacillating political 
landscape.

 CAMPAIGN TRAIL

County Board Minority Whip Gordon A. Burrows Seeks Re-election 
By Hezi Aris

This year an amazing 858 transfer students finished college at Monroe.
Maybe it’s time you made the move.

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, March 15th, 9am - 7pm
Call 1.800.55.MONROE to make a reservation

Bronx, New Rochelle and Online campuses

1.800.55.MONROE
monroecollege.edu

Maybe it’s all the exciting in-demand degrees. Or the professors who actually work in their fields.
Perhaps it’s the two unique campus experiences. Or the classes that meet around your schedule.
Whatever the reason, hundreds of motivated, career-minded students are taking their credits and
turning them into marketable Associate or Bachelor’s Degrees at Monroe College. Transferring to
Monroe means:

• Generous transfer credit policy
• Additional credit for military or academy training
• Exciting degrees, in demand right now
• Professors who also work in their fields
• Unique Bronx & New Rochelle campuses
• Fully furnished apartment-like dorms
• Online & on campus class options
• Day, evening & weekend classes
• One-on-one financial aid & assistance

Associate, Bachelor’s, Master’s and Online Degree Programs:
Accounting
Baking & Pastry
Business Management*
Criminal Justice*
Culinary Arts
Early Childhood Education

Health Services Administration*
Hospitality Management*
Information Technology*
Medical Administration*
Medical Assisting
Pharmacy Technician

Public Health
Registered Nurse
MBA in Business Management*
MS In Criminal Justice
* Programs also available Online.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the 
Editor will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits. A 
maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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The New rochelle 
city council, not the 
New rochelle industrial 
development agency 
(ida), should be the 

only governmental agency to grant tax 
abatements according to councilman 
richard st. Paul. at the February city 
council meeting councilman st. Paul 
said assemblyman George Latimer was 
drafting legislation which would desig-
nate the New rochelle city council with 
such power. Mayor Noam Bramson did 
not agree, stating that the ida works 
“in concert” with the city council and 
this change would put “our taxpayers at a 
severe disadvantage” and result in a loss of 
investments in the city. 

ida tax abatements or PiLOTs 
(payments in lieu of taxes) have been the 
subject of recent council meetings, which 
have become the catalysts for drawing 
up and solidifying political battle lines in 
thier wake. When assemblyman George 
Latimer spoke at the February 24th 
meeting of the New rochelle citizens 
reform club he said he had formulated 

the requested ida changes into a bill. This 
bill requires the “New rochelle ida to 
obtain approval from the governing body 
of the city before granting tax exemp-
tions.” latimer previously said, “i support 
making ida’s more accountable to the 
specifications delineated and required by 
the grant(s) and more accountable to the 
taxpayers who underwrite these grants.” 
at the meeting where assemblyman 
Latimer referred to the Westchester 
county ida, he was reminded that any 
municipality that uses the county ida 
has the final say on the granting of tax 
abatements. Latimer then clarified that in 
his district only New rochelle and Port 
chester have independent idas. 

Latimer clarified that should senator 
Klein co-sponsor the bill, a home rule 
resolution from the New rochelle city 
council would be needed. This is where 
the political differences started to emerge. 

When Talk of the sound editor 
robert cox addressed assemblyman 
Latimer asserted that during Jared 
rice’s recent campaign Jared stated he 
would vote to give the New rochelle 

city council the power to approve ida 
tax abatements. When The Westchester 
Guardian contacted councilman rice 
last week, he claimed he would “want to 
maintain the ida as it is.” rice said his 
perspective had evolved from his initial 
comments to the present after “speaking 
with experts.rice continued by citing 
“vast improvements in the ida in the 
last year, referring to changes that were 
made as a result of comptroller Thomas 
diNapoli’s report. rice added, “i feel to 
abolish the ida would do more harm 
than good.”

When the New ‘rochelle ida was 
established in l977 their mission state-
ment stipulated it is “primarily interested 
in projects that lead to the development 
of the city, and provides financial assis-
tance in the form of low-interest bonds, 
tax abatements for real property tax, 
and tax-exempt statues for sales tax and 
mortgage recording tax. Nrida may 
recapture a portion of the real prop-
erty tax in the form of payment in lieu 
of taxes (PiLOT)...Nrida is manager 
by a seven member Board of directors 
(:Board) comprised of the city Manager, 
one city councilperson, and five private 
citizens.” however a recent audit by the 
state comptroller Thomas diNapoli 
stated “the city of New rochelle had 
nearly $57 million in projects, and their 
rank is the third highest in New York 
state at $26,077 per job created for an 
estimated 310 jobs. This cost per job 
is about six times higher than the state 
average of $4,527 and many more times 
the state median cost per job of $1,288.” 
Further the report says these job figures 
are “based up estimates made by the idas 
and often are not verified.”

Vincent Malfetano said rice had told 
the audience when he asked the question 
at the NaacP debate during his recent 

district 3 election campaign he would 
support allowing the New rochelle city 
council to have the final decision on all 
ida abatements. Malfetano felt that 
Mayor Bramson did not know this but 
councilman st. Paul who was “at the 
debate heard this answer” and would have 
assumed on the day of the council meeting 
that rice would vote in favor of this 
change. “Given the scandal of the audit by 
the state of this ida, Malfetano delieves 
giving this power to the city council 
was appropriate. The present people 
on the ida, except for councilwoman 
Marianne sussman, are not elected by 
anyone. during the city council discus-
sion of the Nrida proposal, Malfetano 
added, “councilman rice remained silent 
and said nothing. i think the man should 
resign his position which he has dishon-
ored. There are two possible explanations: 
“(1) he’s been scared off by the powers 
that be; or (2) he is not smart enough to 
know what it means to lie to the electorate. 
i am asking all New rochelle residents 
who have an interest in honest politics and 
good government to show up at the city 
council meeting on March 8 at 730 p.m. 
at city hall to make their feelings known.”

as this discussion continues, 
councilman Lou Trangucci now believes 
the legislative change allowing the city 
council to decide on ida tax abatements 
will not pass. But he still thinks greater 
transparency of ida actions is neces-
sary. “Let ida do their job,” but then let 
them come to city council and respond 
to a question and answer session after 
an abatement is granted to allow city 
council members to judge whether or not 
they support the ida decision.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, and a 
former educator.
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Is the New Rochelle lDA Accountable to the Residents?
By Peggy Godfrey

Mea Culpa, By Hezi Aris
an error was recognized to have been overlooked in the February 24, 2011, show 

Prep column,,  entitled A Church Burns - The People Rise By Bob Marrone. On page 15, 
in the 4th column, and in the last sentence of the 5th paragraph, it was stated, “ The 
superintendent of schools is an over educated kid from Brooklyn with a polish last name 
easier to spell than pronounce.”  in our author’s case, he could not pronounce his name, 
and i, of Polish ancestry, did not capitalize the word Polish. 

i sincerely  apologize for this error and unintended oversight.

Hezi Aris is the editor of The Westchester Guardian.
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 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Yonkers, NY -- Marshalls, one of the 
nation’s largest off-price retailers, will open 
a new store in Yonkers on March 17. The 
19,580 sq. ft. store will be located at 750 
central Park avenue at the Mall at cross 
county. The store will feature fashion, 
footwear and accessories for the entire 
family and home at tremendous values, 
every day. Grand opening hours are 8:00 
a.m. – 10:00 p.m. regular store hours will 
be 9:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. Monday-saturday 
and 11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. on sundays. 

President Michael MacMillan stated, 
“We are delighted to bring our newest 
Marshalls location to Yonkers and look 
forward to providing our customers a 
great selection of brand name merchandise 
at great prices that are better than other 
retailers can offer.” 

since opening its first store more than 
40 years ago, the Marshalls name has 
become synonymous with off-price shop-
ping. shoppers can find incredible savings 
on brand name apparel for men, women, 
teens and children, footwear, accessories 
and home merchandise, every day. The 
new location will also open with a shoe 
Megashop featuring brand name shoes for 
the whole family and The cuBe, a hip, 
new in-store boutique of contemporary 
fashions for teens. 

since each Marshalls store receives up 
to 10,000 new items each week, it’s like 
visiting a whole new store every time. 

The Shoe MegaShop
Marshalls concept, the shoe 

Megashop, is an easy-to-shop shoe store. 
The shop features approximately 5,000 

square feet of footwear for the entire family, 
within the new Yonkers Marshalls. “Our 
exciting new Marshalls shoe Megashop 
offers thousands of brand name shoes for 
men, women and children, with new styles 
arriving several times each week. Just pick 
out your favorite style, and look for your 
size in the boxes under the display,” said 
Marshalls spokesperson, Laura Mcdowell.

The CUBE
in addition, Marshalls new high-

energy in-store boutique, The cuBe, has 
a stylish look and feel, with a color scheme, 
music and lighting unique from the rest of 
the store. The boutique-inspired 

department allows young women to 
easily shop for fashion-forward, brand 
name clothes and accessories at amazing 
prices. The cuBe is organized by style 
rather than size, with coordinating acces-
sories nearby, so shoppers can create a 
stylish, head-to-toe outfit more easily.

A New Great Store and Neighbor
Marshalls has created strong national 

and local partnerships with chari-
table organizations around the country 
by supporting: domestic Violence 
Prevention, The united Way campaign 
and The Juvenile diabetes research 
Foundation.

About Marshalls
Marshalls is one of the nation’s leading 

off-price family retailers with more than 
820 stores spanning 42 states and Puerto 
rico. With the addition of the new 
Yonkers store, Marshalls will operate 91 
stores in the New York market. 

For store locations, call 
1-800-MarshaLLs, or visit Marshalls 
on the Web at www.MarshallsOnline.com. 

Marshalls to Open in Yonkers

 THE FEINER REPORT

The Town of 
Greenburgh recently 
acquired a significant 
property, nearly 7 acres of 
land, 27,000 square feet 

of retail space, next to the sprain Parkway 
on dobbs Ferry road. The property, the 
former site of Frank’s nursery, was obtained 
by the town after Frank’s nursery had filed 
for bankruptcy in 2004 and did not pay 
their taxes. This was a friendly foreclosure, 
the owners of the property had previously 
contacted the town and asked us if we 
would take the property as a donation. 

This property is currently zoned for 

single family homes and is prime real 
estate. it’s probably worth at least a few 
million dollars because it is located near 
bus routes and near major roads (sprain 
Parkway / dobbs Ferry road). The prop-
erty could be rezoned for other uses by 
the town if the Town Board desires to use 
the property for non residential purposes. 
Frank’s nursery was able to operate in a 
residential zone because they were there 
before the residential zone was approved 
(pre-existing use)

Because the property had been used as 
a nursery, soil testing needs to take place 
before any sale of the property or lease of 

the property is to be agreed. it’s possible 
that some cleanup will be required if 
contaminants are found. 

some members of the Town Board 
would like the property to eventually be 
used for a new Town court and police 
headquarters. The current Town court 
and police headquarters is located on 
route 119 and is also situated on prime 
property. The proceeds from a sale would 
be used to pay for some of the costs of a 
new court house / police headquarters. 

although the current court house and 
police headquarters are antiquated -- the 
town does not have the money to build a new 
headquarters (which probably would cost in 
the neighborhood of $30 million dollars).

another option that could be consid-
ered would be to rent out the property 

for ten to fifteen years. The town would 
generate some needed revenue from the 
property. and, the rent income could be 
used to keep taxes down. 

We will reach out to brokers soliciting 
suggestions and always welcome feedback 
from the community. We will consider all 
options: sale of the land or a 10-15 year lease 
(which would provide future town govern-
ments with the ability to use this prime land 
for town wide purposes, if they desire). 

if you are interested in learning more 
about this property please feel free to direct 
email to me at pfeiner@greenburghny.com 
or yto call me at 914-993-1545, or on my 
cell at  914-438-1343.
Paul Feiner is Greenburgh town Supervisor.

Town Acquires Frank’s Nursery
By Paul Feiner

a bill has been introduced in the 
New York senate that would require gun 
owners to register all of their firearms. 
senate Bill 2994 has been referred to the 
senate codes committee, but currently 
no hearing date has been set.

sponsored by New York state 
senator eric adams (d-20), s. 2994 
would require firearms to be registered 
with a $15 per gun fee. an additional $10 
would be charged annually for renewal. 
This registration legislation would require 

gun owners to list the serial number and 
model of every gun they own, in addi-
tion to personal information. Gun owners 
know that criminals will never register 
their illegally possessed guns and, in 
fact, the u.s. supreme court ruled in 
haynes v. u.s. (309 u.s. 85 (1968)) that 
since felons are prohibited from owning 
firearms, compelling them to register 
their guns would violate their Fifth 
amendment rights against self-incrim-
ination. in addition, this ill-conceived 

legislation would constitute a substantial 
state tax on gun ownership. historically, 
these failed registration schemes have 
also been very costly for jurisdictions to 
maintain, and they have been completely 
ineffective. registration is a dangerous 
step toward confiscation and an assault on 
the second amendment. 

Please contact members of the senate 
codes committee and respectfully ask 
them to oppose s. 2994. contact infor-
mation for this committee is listed below.

Senate Codes Committee:
senator stephen M. saland (r-41), 
chairman
(518) 455-2411
saland@nysenate.gov

senator John a. deFrancisco (r-50)
(518) 455-3511
jdefranc@senate.state.ny.us

Continued on page 6

Gun Registration and Ownership Tax Introduced in New York Senate

 GOVERNMENT

www.MarshallsOnline.com


Page 6 The WesTchesTer GuardiaN ThursdaY, March 10, 2011

 GOVERNMENT

Continued from page 5

senator Thomas K. duane (d-29)
(518) 455-2451
duane@senate.state.ny.us
senator adriano espaillat (d-31)
(518) 455-2041
espailla@nysenate.gov
senator John J. Flanagan (r-2)
(518) 455-2071
flanagan@senate.state.ny.us

senator charles J. Fuschillo Jr. (r-8)
(518) 455-3341
fuschill@senate.state.ny.us
senator Patrick M. Galivan (r-59)
(518) 455-3471
gallivant@nysenate.gov
senator Michael Gianaris (d-12)
gianaris@nysenate.gov
senator Martin J. Golden (r-22)
(518) 455-2730
golden@senate.state.ny.us

senator shirley L. huntley (d-10)
(518) 455-3531
shuntley@nysenate.gov
senator andrew J. Lanza (r-24)
(518) 455-3215
lanza@senate.state.ny.us
senator Michael F. Nozzolio (r-54)
(518) 455-2366
nozzolio@senate.state.ny.us
senator Thomas F. O’Mara (r-53)
(518) 455-2091
omara@nysenate.gov

senator Kevin s. Parker (d-21)
(518) 455-2580
parker@senate.state.ny.us
senator Bill Perkins (d-30)
(518) 455-2441
perkins@senate.state.ny.us
senator daniel L. squadron (d-25)
(518) 455-2625
squadron@senate.state.ny.us 

Gun Registration and Ownership Tax Introduced in New York Senate

county-wide property 
reassessment is at the top of 
the list of topics discussed 
by area elected officials. 
state Legislator abinanti, 

formerly a county Legislator representing 
the Greenburgh area, just introduced a 
bill before the state Legislature for reas-
sessment at the county level throughout 
New York state.

Ken Jenkins, chairman of 
the Westchester county Board of 
Legislatures, appointed a commission 
last year to study the same subject at 
the county level. The committee just 
recently finished their deliberations and 
recommended county-wide property 
revaluation every four years. (Bronxville 
Village Trustees have endorsed a three 
year cycle of Village property assessment 
review.)

The Town of Mamaroneck has voted 
to do a property revaluation and scarsdale 
and Greenburgh are in the final stages of 
discussion on the same issue. along with 
our Village, rye and Pelham completed 
revaluations several years ago.

The issue has taken center stage in 
large part due to the downturn in the 
economy. Local taxes continue to go up 
as family incomes go down. as property 
taxes increase, residents become more 
acutely aware, not only of the bottom 
line, but the degree of inequity or level of 
fairness in sharing the burden with their 
neighbors. The fact that we live in the 
highest taxed county in the united states 
only intensifies the issue.

as a result, small claims assessment 
reviews (scars) are at an all time high 
for residential properties as are certio-
rari claims on commercial properties 
including co-ops and condominiums.

The onslaught of tax relief claims 
results from aged tax rolls that are 
outdated and inequitable coupled with 
a clear downturn in property values in 
general, making the valuations indefen-
sible. For example, Mount Vernon has 
not revalued since the 1850’s and our 
eastchester taxes are based on valua-
tions determined in 1942. Many area 
communities have seen their scar and 
certiorari proceedings increase ten-fold 
this year. New York state law and recent 
turbulent times require action.

in addition to the Bronxvilles’ initial 
revaluation of 2007, once the impact of 
the financial collapse of late 2008 became 
clear on Bronxville real estate, unlike 
many other communities, the Village 
took a prophylactic action in January 2009 
and uniformly dropped values approxi-
mately 7% to reflect the declining market. 
Others are reluctant to do so, because an 
overall property devaluation results in a 
commensurate tax rate increase to offset 
the decline in assessments; which to the 
uninformed appears to be a tax dollar 
increase creating a difficult situation for 
elected officials. 

Further complicating local efforts, 
NYs offices are undergoing significant 
cuts and personnel changes. The equaliza-
tion rates promulgated by the New York 
state Office of real Property services 

in recent years also exacerbates the situ-
ation. The state uses data that is stale, 
often two years lagging to current market 
conditions, making the numbers difficult 
to defend. For example, at the height of 
the property value decline in 2009, while 
we authorized an almost 7% across the 
board decrease in property values, the 
state formula in- accurately measured the 
decline in real estate value and our new 
lower assessments. They claimed that our 
equalization rate was 92% which would 
require an 8% increase to fulfill the 100% 
goal. Just common sense tells you these 
numbers were wrong.

Yet local revaluations/updates do 
work and do much to keep tax burdens 
equitable. since our revaluation in 
2007, the Village scar proceedings 
have clearly bucked the trend and have 
steadily decreased to a number below 30. 
disappointingly, the co-ops continue to 
file certioraris in large part because lawyers 
working for the co-ops are aggressive in 
using their legal recourse. it is impor-
tant to remember that these attorneys do 
not live here, have everything to gain by 
taking a piece of every settlement and care 
little about the ultimate equity of the final 
tax roll.

i ask Village residents on the co-op 
boards to question whether you believe 
your share of taxes to provide Village 
services and schooling is truly inequi-
table and act for these reasons alone and 
not because a lawyer is willing to take the 
case. These lawsuits have no downside for 
the attorneys, but a real downside for the 
Village. 

NOTe: These cases often result in 
some refunds, however merited, because 
by state law co-ops and condos are 

valued on a rental income stream vs. the 
fair market valuation method of single 
family homes. Many co-ops have never 
permitted renting, resulting in less than 
concrete data with which to mount a 
defense.

Post revaluation, our assessing depart-
ment has amassed very defensible data 
and solid numbers including a capitaliza-
tion rate study prepared by c.B. richard 
ellis. The Village has been defending all 
scar and certiorari cases vigorously. as 
a result, we have more than paid for the 
cost of the revaluation in the decrease 
in certiorari and scar refunds. scar 
and certiorari proceedings can only lower 
property assessments and this is money 
gone from the tax base forever because 
according to New York state property 
law, nothing short of a full revaluation 
allows municipalities to increase the taxes 
on undervalued property. 

For example, if a home valued at 
$1 million adds a bathroom valued as a 
$20,000 improvement to the property, 
the tax assessor can only legally raise the 
assessment to $1,020,000 even though 
the property itself may be undervalued 
with a fair market value closer to $1.5 
million. Without revaluation, under 
assessed properties continue to receive 
this benefit in perpetuity.

The Village currently has the lowest 
cOd or highest accuracy indicators in 
the county. We are committed to keeping 
our tax roll a model of fairness.

Mary C. Marvin is the Mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York.

County-wide Property Reassessment
By Mary C. Marvin

 MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN  GOVERNMENT
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Based on the success of last fall’s 
pilot program, the Westchester county 
department of Public safety is expanding 
its unified in-service Training Program 
in 2011 at the Westchester county Police 
academy.

The training program for veteran police 
officers is offered at no cost to municipal 
police departments in Westchester as a 
shared service to help lower training costs. 
Previously, each department individually 
bore the time and expense of providing a 
minimum of 21 hours of refresher training 
each year for its members.

“We continue to focus on ways to 
reduce costs at all levels of government,” 
county executive robert P. astorino said. 
“This is an area where the county is able to 
help local municipalities reduce the cost of 
providing the annual training required by 
New York state.”

Public safety commissioner George N. 
Longworth said the benefits of the unified 
in-service become evident “When our 
police departments train together, they are 
better able to work together during joint 

initiatives or emergencies requiring mutual 
aid,” he said. “it puts us all on the same page.”

Longworth said the decision to expand 
the program in 2011 was based on positive 
feedback received from the police depart-
ments that participated in the fall pilot 
program.

during the pilot program, which was 
conducted for five weeks, training was 
provided to 83 police officers and supervi-
sors from 13 police agencies in Westchester. 
Police officers received their in-service 
training in three 8-hour blocks of instruc-
tion while supervisors such as sergeants and 
lieutenants also attended a fourth 8-hour 
session. The training was conducted on both 
days and evenings for maximum flexibility.

The departments that participated 
were: Bronxville, croton-on-hudson, 
eastchester, Greenburgh, hastings-on-
hudson, Larchmont, Mamaroneck Town, 
Mount Kisco, Ossining Town, Pleasantville, 
Tuckahoe, Yonkers and the department of 
Public safety.

since the county police must conduct 
the mandated in-service training for its 270 

officers, there is minimal cost 
associated with opening its 
training sessions to municipal 
police officers.

Longworth noted 
that all police recruits from 
Westchester departments 
jointly attend the Westchester 
county Police academy Basic 
recruit school. The unified 
in-service training program 
extends that same shared services 
model to in-service training for experi-
enced police officers.

The in-service training program, 
which is taught by department of Public 
safety instructors at the Police academy 
in Valhalla, was created in conjunction with 
the Westchester county chiefs of Police 
association.

among the topics covered during the 
training are Legal updates, investigative 
interviewing, use of Force and Firearms. 
additional topics are planned for the 
expanded program.

in 2011, the Police academy will 

conduct 23 sessions of the unified 
in-service Training Program. The sessions 
will follow the same three- or four-day 

format for participants.
“The unified in-service 

Training Program allows 
police departments to provide 
standardized training to its 
members at a cost savings, as 
well as address contempo-
rary training topics that are 
affecting law enforcement 
at a countywide level,” said 

Tuckahoe Police chief John 
costanzo, past president of the 

Westchester county chiefs of Police 
association. “The Tuckahoe police offi-

cers who attended the pilot program this 
past fall were impressed by the quality of 
the training provided, and were pleased that 
many of the attendees’ suggestions were 
incorporated in the upcoming curriculum.”

departments that have already sched-
uled officers for the unified in-service 
Training program in 2011 are: Town of 
Mamaroneck, Larchmont, Tuckahoe, 
Bronxville, eastchester, Tarrytown, Mount 
Kisco, Buchanan and the department of 
Public safety.

Unified In-service Training Program Expanding in 2011

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Town of Mamaroneck 
Board Members, along with 
supervisor Valerie O’Keefe 
met this week to debate 

and discuss many important community 
issues.  This week’s meeting began with a 
bittersweet Proclamation on the retirement 
of Mr. John Patterson of the Larchmont-
Mamaroneck Joint sanitation commission.

after 40 years as a pillar to the commu-
nity and indispensible member of the 
commission, Patterson was honored 
with a plaque to commemorate his time 
spent making strides in his chosen career 
and received a heartfelt farewell from the 
supervisor.

“John has provided every conceivable 
type of assistance and we’re wishing Mr. 
Patterson a joyful retirement with his wife,” 
O’Keefe continued.  “Thank you for all of 
the service you’ve given us.”

The next order of business up for 
discussion was a Public hearing to consider 
adopting a local law dubbed “correction of 
Local Law No. 1 of 2011” Law.

“This is an amendment to the original 
local law,” O’Keefe explained.  “When we 
voted on this subject matter last time, there 
was a clerical error in the writing of the law.”

The original Local Law No. 1 of 2011 
intended to remove restrictions on overnight 
parking on the West side of Washington 
square.  however, as it was written, the 
Law had removed parking restrictions on 
the east side of the area instead.

To remedy the situation, “an appro-
priate sign or signs shall 
be erected on and/or 
above, and/or striping 
shall be painted on the 
surface of the east side 
of Washington square 
indicating where 
parking is allowed by 
this Law,” according to 
the legalese.

a Public hearing 
by the Board led to 
unanimous agreement 
on the enactment of the 

newly corrected law.
Next up, O’Keefe relayed a request for 

volunteers to help with the local Meals on 
Wheels Program, which serves homebound 
seniors living in the Villages of Larchmont 
and Mamaroneck and the Town of 
Mamaroneck.  

“Our Meals on Wheels Program has 
expanded and more volunteers are very 
much needed,” O’Keefe said.  “Volunteers 
may work alone or in teams, so long as one 

member of the team is over 18, with a valid 
driver’s license.”

Members of the Board suggested 
that this may be a wonderful opportunity 
for parents and their younger children 
to engage in charity work together.  For 
any party interested in giving back to 
their community through this particular 
volunteer opportunity, you may contact 
the community services Office at (914) 
381-7840.

a sound mind and soul gained by 
volunteering for the elderly community 
is perfectly complemented by a sound 

Continued on page 8

Front & Center at the Town of Mamaroneck Bi-Monthly Board Meeting
By Bary Alyssa Johnson
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This question seems to 
be on the mind of so many 
residents, partially because 
there is so much misin-
formation floating around 

the community. While some are planning 
‘Town hall’ meetings, initiating petitions 
and creating committees, i would prefer 
to get the facts to the public.

The plans for the renovated Memorial 
Field do not include stands, locker rooms, 
and bathrooms on the visitor’s side, or 
lights anywhere!!!! This FacT is what 
is causing the delay of our vote. These 
items are on the ‘add / alternate list’! Now 
i know that the very beautiful rendering 
appearing all over the city is what we 
are expecting. But that rendering shows 
lights, seating for visitors and i know – 
presumably - visitor rest rooms. But sadly, 
no. The current plans do not!

in december of 2009, the last city 
council supported over twenty million 
dollars in bonds. in that document there 
were pages and pages of resolutions. 
Within those pages were three items 
dedicated to the renewal of Memorial 

Field totaling $2,250,000.00. in 2010, 
the current city council voted to 
support all three items even though there 
were no completed plans for Memorial 
Field. it was months later that county 
Legislator Lyndon d. Williams informed 
the council that there was not enough 
bonds to support the field as pictured in 
the rendering, in spite of the fact that we 
voted for everything that he requested! To 
date, we still don’t have an answer as to 
why the council seated in 2009 failed to 
request the funds needed to complete a 
quality project. 

The Legacy Grant, funded through 
Westchester county, offered Mount 
Vernon $9.7 million to assist with the 
re-build. The ‘key’ word here is ‘assist’. it 
is a fact that $11,950,000.00 (the total of 
the county and Mt Vernon bonds) will 
not build the stadium in the picture one 
sees at city hall!

This council, the majority of who 
began their term in 2010, had several 
meetings with Woodard and curran, the 
developers selected in 2009 as design/
consultants for the new field. during the 

last meeting, held February 15th, 2011, 
we were told that the plans were 95% 
finished. Legislator Williams attended 
this meeting. Yet on two occasions, we’ve 
been asked to authorize additional funds 
for their work. To date they have received 
nearly $900,000.00 for their design which 
is still incomplete. 

so where are we now? The council 
is being asked to agree to allow the 
department of Public Works to seek 
an rFP (request for Proposal) to build 
Memorial Field. We did not vote. Why?

Your council is trying to find ways 
to fix this mess. This project should be a 
viable facility and revenue producer for our 
city. We are concerned that this will not 
suit our needs or assist in bringing in the 
much needed revenue to help support this 
facility and potentially add to the tax base 
of our city. The letter sent to the council 
by the recreation commissioner Neglia 
states in part… ‘When it is complete, the 
city’s expectation is to host local sporting 
events as well as other significant events 
such as the New York state high school 
Football championship finals, New York 
empire state Games, international soccer 
events…’.

Our question is – hOW? Who would 
rent a field where the visiting team has 
no place to sit? Who would rent a field 

that cannot be used after 5:00pm during 
the football season? even our young 
razorbacks, who have been a source of 
pride for this city, practice after 5:00pm. 

i am certain that the residents of this 
city are not looking for a field that has no 
lights! and it is not in the best interest for 
the citizens to have to pay more money for 
‘add alternates’ that are clearly necessities.

it is, and will remain the intention of 
this council to see that a quality product 
is delivered to our residents. We will not 
allow county representatives to offer to 
Mount Vernon a sub standard facility. 
Why should we? if we do not value 
ourselves, who will? 

We do not want to see a ribbon 
cutting that must take place before dusk 
or endure future closings of the new field 
in order to upgrade a brand new facility!

On February 24th, 2011, i sent a 
letter to county Legislator Lyndon d. 
Williams outlining our position. The last 
sentence read as follows ‘it is my hope 
that you will assist us by working with us 
to accelerate the process so that we can get 
this work done correctly - the first time!

any effort to persuade Mt. Vernonites 
to accept a facility so severely lacking is 
beyond comprehension.

Karen Watts is Mount Vernon City Council 
President.

So–What’s Going On with Memorial Field?
By Karen Watts

Continued from page 7

body, which brings us to the next order of 
business: The complete streets Program 
for the sound shore community, spon-
sored by the rye YMca and New York 
university (NYu).

“Thanks to the state for offering a 
grant to NYu to help with the complete 
streets Program,” said councilperson 
Nancy seligson.  “We are looking for input 
from the community and the Town Board.”

To offer up a bit of background on this 

program, the rye Y joined NYu’s capstone 
Team to become involved in an initiative to 
battle obesity in america.  The two groups 
will work together also in using the environ-
ment to promote better living.

NYu’s capstone Team includes five 
health- and eco-friendly students: Paul 
chenard, scott Johnson, rebecca Krauss, 
albert silvestri and elisabeth Wooton.  

Johnson addressed the Board Members 
on behalf of his fellow students to explain 
the tenets of the project.

“For complete streets, there are 
multiple objectives, but the main ones are 
about safety, fitness and recreation,” Johnson 
said.  it’s also about the environment.”

Johnson distributed a pamphlet on 
the Project that sums the whole thing up 
for easier understanding.  according to 
the document, the Overview of complete 
streets is to implement design features and 
policy measures that make streets safe and 

accessible for drivers, pedestrians 
and cyclists alike.

The Project’s Objectives are 
as follows:
* Safety – Making design alter-
nations to the street network to 
enhance safety and accessibility 
for all users.
* Fitness & Recreation –
Promoting healthy activities 
like walking and biking and 
increasing access to public open 
spaces.
* Economic Development –improving 
street life by increasing accessibility to town 
centers for pedestrians and cyclists.
* Intermodal –improving travel infrastruc-
ture and facilities at transportation nodes to 
encourage intermodal connections.
* Environment –reducing air and water 
pollution by encouraging non-motorized 
modes and increasing planted areas in the 

right of way.
a final and more thorough presenta-

tion on the Project is scheduled for april 
28th.  For more information, you can contact 
Nancy seligson via email at Nancy18b@
aol.com or helen Gates of the rye YMca 
at helengates@ryeymca.org.

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

 GOVERNMENT

Front & Center at the Town of Mamaroneck Bi-Monthly Board Meeting
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after a small disagree-
ment with my wife over 
some minor incident, i 
began to wonder how 
my actions and thought 

processes were influenced and controlled 
by this mental illness; how much of my 
‘vision’ was blurred because of malfunc-
tioning neurons and over and under 
stimulated parts of the brain. i know or 
at least can figure out how some actions 
arise out of insecurities, desires and general 
mood swings. But when it comes to mental 
illness, there is a lot of difficulty observing 
how much mental activity and physical 
responses to this activity is due to obses-
sive thoughts, anxiety directly or indirectly. 
Being aware is half the battle.

One of the awareness exercises is 
becoming an impartial spectator of your 
own mental and physical workings. You 
try to observe yourself; step outside a 
given moment and look at what you are 
doing, thinking etc., without judging. Very 
simplistic examples are the urges to wash 
my hands a little more thoroughly or just 
eat more healthy food, drink more water, 

have more vitamins and avoid nonessen-
tial treats. These simply common sense 
items could spiral into the hyper world of 
Obsessive compulsive disorder if i give 
in to thoughts from the brain to perform 
these actions again and again. One part 
of the brain is lying and i have to use and 
develop another part to convince myself 
that these are just lies and misinformation 
coming out of my head. 

Life is much more complicated, as 
the Ocd affects thoughts and decision 
processes at work, conversations with those 
i love, every day encounters, activities and 
spiritual practices. it can affect what shows 
i watch, financial decisions and how i react 
to ‘triggers’ that may send into a downward 
spiral. it affects my post traumatic stress, 
my anxiety, my physical health. The Ocd 
can affect all aspects of ones life. it makes 
the word “should” a powerful, negative tool 
creating more insecurity and negativity 
about my life. and i am very lucky and 
fortunate for those items that this illness 
affects, most who suffer mental illness do 
not have – a loving understanding family, 
a job, etc. 

in a recent sunday edition of a 
Westchester daily newspaper, did anyone 
notice there were two separate stories on 
the tragedy that is mental illness? These 
two separate events highlight the extreme 
pain that afflicts family and friends. The 
murder of a college student by her seri-
ously depressed mother and the story of a 
young man suffering from schizophrenia 
who went missing, show two very different 
diseases of the brain and the tragedy of 
lives destroyed, loves lost, faith shattered 
and continuing pain. When the brain is 
hijacked by the above illnesses and others 
such as bi-polar disorder, anxiety, etc., it 
doesn’t just take a few months, it takes 
years, seemingly a lifetime, to retrain the 
brain to observe, discover the false signals/
voices and ignore them, to learn how to 
respond or not to respond. it takes time, 
luck, patience and love from others and for 
one’s self. it takes time, a seemingly eter-
nity to develop and have confidence in the 
right relationships with ones doctors and 
therapists. it takes time to find medica-
tion and combinations of such and for 
the biological systems of the body to 

get use to these strong prescriptions. it 
takes love; a hard, difficult patient love.

There is a lot of pain hidden in our 
society. The above events were not isolated 
instances. i hear stories every day of the 
struggles and loneliness of mental illness. i 
hear of setbacks, anger and police involve-
ment. There is no one shape or manner of 
cure and healing. With the complexity of 
our culture and society we must somehow 
develop the tools to what, for what - for 
everything, from enabling us to live quality 
self-sufficient lives, to become members 
of the productive working and accepting 
community. The tools are mostly there and 
in place here in Westchester, but might be in 
small proportion for what is needed. isolation 
is a problem as well as the accessibility of 
alcohol and other drugs. The ignorance of 
others and certain aspects of our material 
culture needs to be improved upon. Our reli-
gious communities are of great service and 
offer much, but i wonder how acceptable our 
plight is in other parts our nation and the rest 
of our dysfunctional planet.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, Glenn 
suffers from mental illness. He writes part-
time and works at the New Rochelle Public 
Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York, where he receives 
therapy.

 HEALTH
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Differentiating Among Influences Upon the Mind
By Glenn Slaby

When the New York city newspapers 
were delivered to the New rochelle train 
station on the morning of March 4th, 
1861 the front page news was that today 
was the inauguration of abraham Lincoln 
as the 16th President of the united states. 

Washington d.c was a long way off 
and New rochelle had not supported 
Lincoln and there was important busi-
ness in the Village of New rochelle. 
The Village Board was to meet today to 
consider a petition to appropriate $400 
to purchase New rochelle’s first fire 
truck, $800 to erect or procure its first fire 
house and appointed 29 men as volunteer 
firemen to protect the 3,500 residence of 
the growing Village of New rochelle. 
The New rochelle Fire department was 
born. 

The Village of New rochelle Fire 
department’s first company became 
known as the enterprise hook and 

Ladder and Bucket company #1. Not 
to be out done by the Village, two week 
later the Town of New rochelle formed 
its first fire department. Much of the early 

records talk about how the two depart-
ments competed in races up and down 
Main street to prove who was fastest. 

On september 2, 1867 the huguenot 

hook and Ladder company became 
the huguenot Fire company #1 with 
the Fire departments first engine, or 
Pump. Prior to this, the fire department’s 
only ability to extinguish fire was using 
buckets. That first engine was first used 
by the NYc Volunteer Fire department 
and was obtained at the cost of a whop-
ping $1,500. 

in 1882 the department received it 
s first fire bell and placed it on the new 
huguenot Fire house on Lawton street 
(now the library parking lot). The Building 
later burned to the ground but the bell 
was saved and reused. Today the bell is a 
memorial to fallen Firefighters and is in 
front of station #1 on harrison street. in 
1885 the department purchased its first 
steam-powered pumper to augment the 
hand-powered one. in 1899 the Town 
and Village of New rochelle merged to 
become the city of New rochelle. The 
Fire department was forced to consoli-
date as well and became 

Continued on page 10

New Rochelle Fire Commissioner Raymond “Doc” Kiernan (second from right), fire officers and 
on-duty staff from Fire Station 1/Harrison Street display the 150th Anniversary banner that will 

be hung at City firehouses during the year. March 4, 2011 marked the department’s sesquicentennial.

Celebrating the Birth of the New Rochelle Fire Department
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charles Town, WV, March 5, 2011 
-- My family and i have received a 
tremendous outpouring of support from 
thousands of americans and people from 
countries all over the world who have 
extended their condolences for the loss of 
my father, Frank Woodruff Buckles. 

My father was a humble and soft-
spoken gentleman who did not seek honor 
or recognition for himself, but in the last 
few years of his life others began to seek 

his support to the cause of honoring the 
military veterans of World War i, which 
he was glad to do.  he was invited to testify 
before congress on this subject in 2009, 
and he was honored to do so.  When he 
became the last living american veteran 
of World War i, he recognized his role as 
representative of all the service members 
who served, fought, and died in the Great 
War and felt that it was his duty to do so, 
just as strongly as he felt the call to enlist 

and help fight that war, with all 
the other american doughboys.

in recent years, various 
Members of congress have 
proposed to honor all the mili-
tary veterans of World War i 
by honoring the last of those 
veterans to die.  as fate would have it, that 
turned out to be my father.  While Papa 
was still living, it was suggested that he 
lie in honor in the rotunda of the u.s. 
capitol as a final, formal tribute to all the 
veterans of World War i.  Papa consented 
to this because he understood that, as the 
last living World War i veteran, he was 
expected to represent all of the World War 
i veterans.  he looked upon this as his final 
duty, which he took very seriously.

My father’s friends, family and 
acquaintances will acknowledge his char-
acter and accomplishments, remember 
him and mourn his loss regardless of any 
formal honors bestowed upon him.  The 
issue is how do we as americans come 
together over this loss, by providing a 
befitting venue to do so?   how do we 
demonstrate to our own people and people 
all over the world how the united states 
of america honors its citizens of distinc-
tion?  We need a time for reflection, and 
the recognition of the end of an era and the 
passing of a generation, especially for those 
men and women who made the supreme 

sacrifice for their country, and my father 
serves as a symbol for all those who served 
in World War i.

The unknown soldier from World 
War i and others have been recognized 
by lying in honor in the rotunda of the 
capital.  if the last american soldier 
surviving is not suitable to serve as a symbol 
around which we can rally to honor those 
who served their country in the Great War, 
then who can serve that purpose?  There is 
no one left.  if we lose the opportunity to 
bestow this highest of honors on the person 
who was the last surviving representative, 
there can be no making it up later.

There is no extraordinary precedent 
being made here.  The next similar request 
will come for the last survivor of World 
War ii in 25 or 30 years’ time, and it will be 
appropriate to honor that person, as well.  
it is absolutely appropriate to, and there 
is widespread public support for, allowing 
Frank Woodruff Buckles to lie in honor in 
the rotunda.  Let it be so.

We thank everyone for their prayers 
and support during this solemn time for 
our family and our country.

Statement from Susannah Buckles Flanagan,  
Daughter of Frank Woodruff Buckles, Last Known Veteran of World War I, United States of America

 IN MEMORIAM

Continued from page 9

the Fire department of the city of New 
rochelle. On March 4th 1901 the depart-
ment hired William rinck, making him 
the first paid fireman. additional paid 
firefighters were added each year and on 
May 1st 1903 chief ross became the first 
paid fire chief. he had served as volunteer 
chief starting on July 16, 1889. 

The city continued to grow and the 
Fire department grew with it, adding 
new apparatus, fire stations and paid fire-
fighters. in 1920 chief Jones reported 
the department had its busiest year in its 
history as the firemen had responded to 
200 alarms that year. On May 13, 1927 
at the recommendation of the chamber 

of commerce, city disbanded the Fire 
department volunteers. The reason stated 
was to improve the fire insurance rating, 
thus reducing insurance premiums. This 
professional system is still in place today. 

Over the decades as the city has 
grown, the fire department has kept pace, 
adding new technologies such as horse-
less pumpers, tower ladders, the Jaws 
of Life and computers. The fleet and 
the stations have been and continue to 
require upgrading. New neighborhoods 
particularly in the north end required 
protection, and stations were replaced 
to provide room for development. The 
Fire department has been challenged in 
many ways, and early firefighters would 

be shocked to learn that 
number of calls for help has 
exceeded 9,000 annually.

during these years New rochelle 
Fire department has responded to many 
emergencies small and great, the most 
notable earliest one being in 1875. The 
Ferguson’s Grocery and Feed store Fire 
on Main street, took much of the down-
town shopping district. Ferguson rebuilt 
it (this time of brick) and on November 
5th 1890 it burned again. The second fire 
was worse than the first with mutual aid 
needed to save the Village. Larchmont, 
Pelham,

Mt. Vernon came along with Port 
chester who placed their hand engine on 
a railroad flat car to get to Lawton and 
main within 25 minutes. The rye Fire 
department arrived later, having pulled 

their pumper down the Post road. 
Firefighting remains one of the most 

dangerous professions. Many firefighters 
have been injured, some critically, and 
six New rochelle Fire Fighters have 
made supreme sacrifice. May they rest 
in Peace. They gave their all for New 
rochelle. 

Many things have changed in New 
rochelle in the 150 years since March 
4th, 1861. But the one true constant is 
that when someone needs help the New 
rochelle Fire department will be there 
in minutes and that is something that the 
citizens can always count on. 

Over the upcoming months, the 
department will celebrate their legacy 
and century and a half of service with a 
number of special events and displays.

Celebrating the Birth of the New Rochelle Fire Department

Governor Cuomo Directs Flags to Half-staff 
Honoring Yorktown Resident, Army Specialist David R. Fahey Jr.

Governor andrew M. cuomo has directed that flags on 
state government buildings be flown at half-staff on Monday, 
March 7, in honor of army specialist david r. Fahey Jr., a 
Yorktown resident, who died in afghanistan on February 28.

specialist Fahey died of wounds suffered when insurgents 
attacked his unit on Kandahar Province using an improvised 
explosive device. he was assigned to the 504th Military Police 
Battalion, of the 42nd Military Police Brigade, based at Joint 
Base Lewis-Mccord in Washington state.

“On behalf of all New Yorkers i wish to express our 
profound sympathy to the family, friends, and fellow soldiers of specialist Fahey,” 
Governor cuomo said. “This young soldier served our nation with honor and bravery 
and we will honor him and remember his service.”

Governor cuomo has directed that the flags on all state buildings be lowered to 
half-staff in honor of, and in tribute to, our state’s service members who are killed in 
action or die in a combat zone.
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 INVESTIGATION

albany, New York 
-- a New York lawmaker 
demonstrated this week 
how easy it is to buy 
30-round magazines, in 

spite of a law banning them, and stated 
that it takes less than a $35 amtrak ticket 
to stock up on an arsenal of weapons right 
in the backyard of the state capital.

state sen. eric adams, a democrat 
from the Borough of Brooklyn, in New 
York, took two reporters, one from the 
New York Daily News and The Westchester 
Guardian, to visit gun stores around 
albany.  Both news outlets went in armed 
with hidden cameras.  

at the first store in colonie, NY, 
adams was told there were no large maga-
zines in stock but a shipment was expected 
soon. 

“We expect them any time now,” a 
store worker told adams. “We have a 
bunch ordered.”

We then traveled to Guns inc. in east 
Greenbush, NY, and looked on as adams 
bought two 30-round magazines for an 
aK-47 assault rifle.

The senator used his credit card to buy 
the clips - at $42.19 each - and walked out 
less than five minutes later without even 
having to show identification.

New York banned high-capacity 
magazines in 1994, but the law allows 
stores to continue to sell ones manu-
factured before it passed.  These items 
are commonly referred to as “pre-bans.” 
adams said there is no way to tell when 
magazines were made and if they fall under 
the pre-ban law.

The high-capacity clips have been 

in the news because Jared Loughner, the 
young man charged with killing six people 
and critically wounding rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords, d-ariz., outside a Tucson super-
market, was able to buy one shortly before 
the shooting.  Jared was subdued when 
reloading of the gun became necessary.  

No law requires gunmakers to put a 
serial number or any kind of identifying 
mark on a clip either unless it was made 
during the now-expired federal assault 
weapons ban, which ran from 1994 to 
2004.

The New York ban did not expire, and 
gun control advocates warn gun owners 
and stores could potentially buy new 
magazines in another state and pass them 
off here as a pre-1994 version.  adams’ 
stunt, which mirrors one Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and his men pulled in arizona, 

was meant to garner attention for a bill he’s 
proposing. 

“This bill is going to close the loop-
hole so the clips are banned, period,” 
adams said. “The more rounds you’re able 
to discharge prior to having to reload, the 
more dangerous you are.”

adams indicated his bill is not anti-
gun stating that 10-round clips are enough, 
thus forcing someone to reload sooner.

at least one gun advocate thinks 
adams should just act like a normal politi-
cian in albany and mind his own business. 

“What are they going to ban next?” 
asked a manager of Guns inc., who refused 
to give his name. “i think a state senator 
has more to do and worry about in this 
environment than how many bullets a guy 
can put into a gun.”

Feel free to share your thoughts on this issue 
by directing an email to me at carlgonz1@
gmail.com.

Lawmaker Exposes Major Holes in NY Ammo Ban
by Carlos Gonzalez

Defense of 
Marriage Act
dear sir:

a reading of your article 
“Defense of Marriage Proves 
Indefensible” (3/3/11) by 
Larry elkin demonstrates 

clearly liberal hypocrisy at its ultimate. Mr. elkin (cPa) 
declares along with that great constitutional scholar, 
Barack Obama, that a president is not obliged to defend 
an indensible law. May i remind Mr. elkin that we are 
still a constitutional republic (i think) where the chief 

executive is sworn to uphold the laws duly passed by 
congress and enacted. it is not and never has been his 
function to determine the validity of legislation since that 
is obviously the function of the Federal court system. 
elkin acknowledges that it is only after the gay commu-
nity registered outrage that this administration reversed 
itself and has now taken a purely political and illegal posi-
tion regarding the act. Presidents have been impeached 
for similar political contretemps. 

a perfect example of the maddening aspect of Obama’s 
new political position is the exactly opposite view they 
have assumed on the new socialized medicine legislation. 

at least two Federal courts have held it  unconstitutional 
and yet the administration has continued to implement 
the legislation in utter violation of the Federal court’s 
order to desist in such implementation.

While not a lawyer myself every objective legal 
scholar i have consulted and read agrees that the Obama 
position is unprincipled and legally improper. i might 
suggest that in the future Mr. elkins (cPa) confine his 
writings to subjects within his expertise.

sal dye
New rochelle, NY

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

 MOVIE REVIEWS

Movie Review: “Even the Rain” (+)
i highly recommend this film. it compares the corporate greed of today to columbus’ exploitation of the indigenous inhabitants of 

hispaniola (who were misnamed indians) when he thought he had reached india in 1492.
a crew arrives in Bolivia to make a movie about columbus. (Probably less expensive for them than filming in hispaniola.) They 

depict columbus’ atrocities in demanding gold from them and his insistence that the indians convert to christianity. Their failure to do 
so often resulted in punishment: amputations and auto de fe (burning the victims alive). While making the film, the crew exploits the local 
inhabitants in a host of ways, e.g., underpaying them for their physical labor.

Continued on page 12

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch
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have you ever been a 
witness to the following 
scenario? You’re walking 
along a supermarket aisle 

and come across a mother trying to reason 
with her spoiled child. “Johnny, you have 
plenty of cookies and candy at home, you 
don’t need that,” she says, referring to a large 
bag of chocolates on a shelf. “i don’t care! i 
want that candy,” the brat says as he stamps 

his feet angrily. “Johnny, please, it’s 
not good for you to eat so many 
sweets.” “shut up! i can have it if 
i want it,” the 10 year-old shouts. 
The mother glances furtively at the 

startled onlookers and timidly reaches for 
the candy. “Okay, Johnny, but it’s not nice 
to talk that way to your mother,” she replies 
as she hands over the confection and heads 
toward the checkout. 

The mother in this little melodrama is 
in the process of building a monster. One 
day, that monster will destroy her as well as 
himself and many others who are unfor-

tunate enough to be in his 
orbit. You have to ask your-
self; what kind of parent 
would allow such behavior? 
are they incapable of seeing 
the harm they’re doing to 
themselves and the child, 
or are they so weak that 
they’d rather give in to 
the little tyke’s demands 
than be faced with the 

duty to administer appropriate discipline. 
Parenting is an awesome responsibility 
because it deals with the shaping of char-
acter. a child comes into this world like a 
hunk of clay with a heartbeat. From that 
blessed moment on, that little person is 
in need of nurturing and guidance. The 
parents have the first and longest lasting 
opportunity to mold the child into a 
decent, courteous and productive member 
of society. although we all have the instinct 
to protect our young, we also have a duty to 
protect society from our young. 

case in point: a father brings his son 
to an outdoor entertainment/retail estab-
lishment. The son wanders away from his 
dad and begins maliciously damaging some 
of the display items. One of the proprietors 
witnesses the behavior and walks hastily 
toward the unruly child. “Why did you 
break that?” the woman says, trying to pick 
up some of the pieces. 
suddenly, the father comes running over. 
“What’s wrong?” When the woman tells 
him what she observed, he turns toward 

his son. “Tommy, did you do that?” The 
boy folds his arms stubbornly and says 
no. The proprietor, turning her attention 
to the father, repeats that she saw what 
the boy did. The father’s response: “My 
son doesn’t lie. if he says he didn’t do it, 
i believe him.” he then proceeds to take 
his son by the hand and walks away. Now, 
either that father thought he was evincing 
some sort of parental protection for his boy, 
or he was afraid he would be required to 
pay for the damage. Nevertheless, in effect 
he showed his son that he would always 
take his word against any adult, regardless 
of the situation. 

if, God forbid, that boy is brought 
home by the police someday, he’ll expect 
the same amount of forbearance from his 
ostensibly gullible “protector.” Only then 
will that father realize that he would have 
been a lot better off paying for the damage 
years ago because it would have been a lot 
less expensive in the long run. although 
it’s true that very few parents fall into this

Continued on page 13
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The Perils of Parenting
By Bob Weir 

... for beginners
• Get Fit
• Build Self-Confi dence
• Self Defense

5 PROSPECT AVE. • GROUND FL. • WHITE PLAINS

914.426.0359

Join Our Classes Now
Men,Women, Children belmars.com

Continued from page 11

The three principal characters are the films producer, costa (Luis Tosar), its director, sebastian (Gael Garcia Bernal), and daniel ( Juan 
carlos aduviri) a local indian auditioning for the movie. daniel’s face is incredible: a replica of the stone figures from pre-columbian times. 
Bernal, you may recall, became famous for his portrayal of Julio Zapata in Y tu mama tambien. The performances of all three actors are very 
good, particularly that of Juan carlos aduviri. The film is very exciting and has an excellent musical score.

One problem with the movie is that the subtitles are often too faint to read. The best subtitles are those in yellow on black backgrounds 
which, regrettably, are rarely used. (in spanish, with english subtitles.)

Movie Review: “Heartbeats” (+)
i’ve been away for about three weeks on a cruise to Buenos aires, argentina, rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and islands in the caribbean, 

including devil’s island where captain dreyfus was wrongfully imprisoned because of raging anti-semitism in France.
since i haven’t recently written a review, i think it is necessary to restate my fundamental rule on why i give a film a plus or minus rating. 

My basic question is, did i appreciate the experience of sitting in a dark theater for two hours? in the case of “heartbeats” i did. although it 
is not a memorable picture, i did like it and it is worth seeing.

The movie is dominated by Xavier dolan whom stephen holden described in his New York Times review as “the 21-year-old Quebecois 
who wrote, directed and edited this film, and also served as its art director and costume designer.” holden liked the picture more than i did.

The storyline concerns three young people who become a ménage a trios, but one that is sexually unrequited. Marie (Monica chokri), 
a straight woman, meets and falls in love with Nicolas (Niels schneider). Nicolas, androgynous in appearance and personality, also becomes 
the obsession of Francis (Xavier dolan). Francis, a homosexual, is also Marie’s platonic friend.

The frustration of the movie can be summed up in one of our long-ago presidential election slogans: “Where’s the beef?” There were 
plenty of insinuations of sexual activity, but other than a masturbation scene involving Francis, they are all in the heads of the three partici-
pants. The picture turns out to be an ode to sexual frustration.
Follow Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews on www.mayorkoch.com

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

 MOVIE REVIEWS

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

http://www.belmars.com
www.mayorkoch.com
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Continued from page 12
category, even a small percentage can have 
a devastating effect on those around them. 
You don’t want to be living next door to a 
family that has no control over their kids. 
childhood is a marvelous part of life and 
it should be viewed as a series of positive 
steppingstones in the advancement toward 
adulthood. No one expects to see a bunch 
of robotic, neatly attired adolescents, 
marching in unison to a single drummer. 

children need to develop their own 
personalities and learn to be independent, 
curious and capable. But they also need 
proper supervision and instruction from 
parents who are wise enough and strong 
enough to teach them that they are not the 
center of the universe, but merely a part of 
the social contract that keeps civilization 
from becoming unglued. Bringing a child 
into the world is perhaps the most under-
rated miracle in history. raising a child 
with a sense of values and consideration 
for others is perhaps second. 

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police dept. (NYPd), ten 
of which were performed in plainclothes 
undercover assignments. during his early 
years with NYPd, Bob earned a Bachelor 
of science degree, cum laude from New 
York institute of Technology. he retired 
as a sergeant after supervising patrol in 
Midtown Manhattan, the busiest precinct 
in the country.he would eventually move 
to Flower Mound, Texas, where he began 
a writing career that started about 12 years 
ago having his first book published in 

1999. Bob went on to write and publish a 
total of seven novels, “Murder in Black and 
White,” “city to die For,” “Powers that 
Be,” “ruthie’s Kids,” “deadly to Love,” 
“short stories of Life and death,” and 
“Out of sight,” are available at Barnes & 
Noble, amazon.com, Books-a-million, 
and other major online book sellers. he 
also became a syndicated columnist under 
the title “Weir Only human”.

The Perils of Parenting

 WEIR ONLY HUMAN

 PEOPLE

as the new year 
arrived, The Picture 
house welcomed a new 
Board chairman. John 

F. Calvelli was installed as chair of the 
Board at The Picture house’s december 
Board meeting. calvelli, prior to his elec-
tion, served in a number of capacities at the 
theater, most recently as Vice chair. he 
has been a driving force behind the effort 
of saving and reorganizing the Picture 
house as a nonprofit institution. as chair 
of The Picture house Government and 
community relations committee, he has 
been instrumental in helping the theater 
get the attention and support of the 
county, state and Federal Officials.

Mr. calvelli said, “as a resident of 
Pelham, i became involved when i heard 
that this iconic theatre was scheduled to 
be demolished. Too many of these theatres 
no longer exist in our communities…” he 
goes on to say, “With its grand history and 

support from my fellow Board Members 
and area residents, we were able to save 
The Picture house. The countdown has 
begun for our 90th Birthday celebration 
with exciting plans for a March reopening 
and our Gala on april 9th. it is my great 
honor to be named as chairman to carry 
the torch as The Picture house enters this 
exhilarating era.”

Life Art Popcorn
since its beginning in 1921, the 

Picture house has delighted and engaged 
audiences, first with silent films and then 
with talkies. it survived the depression 
and later was a source of news from the 
front lines during World War ii. Over the 
years, The Picture house has served as an 
important entertainment center.

Mark Your Calendar
Join the celebration and attend the 

90th Birthday Gala on april 9, 2011. 
contact Lizzie cooper at The Picture 

house: cooper@thepicturehouse.org to 
reserve your table seating at the Gala.

Be a part of history…renew the vision 
and ensure the passion for future generations. 
Become a Picture House Member. Find out 
more about how you can take advantage of 
this first-ever Membership opportunity to 
see great independent, documentary, classics, 
and family films all year long at a discount. 
Visit www.thepicturehouse.org and click 
on Membership for details.

Have your name or a loved one’s name 
engraved on a recognition plaque on a seat 
through “Is This Seat Taken?” campaign. To 
purchase or ask questions about this limited 
opportunity, please contact Sara Gold at 
914-738-3161 or gold@thepicturehouse.org.

The Picture House is a nonprofit 
501 (c ) (3) organization, dedicated to 
restoring, renovating, and transforming 
the historic 1921 Pelham Picture house 
into a state-of-the-art independent film 
and education center.

The Picture House Mission:
Great Films
in the newly restored Picture house, 

audiences will see the best in motion 
pictures, narrative features, documenta-
ries, shorts, festival films, special series, 
retrospectives, and classics from around 
the world.

Film Education
The Picture house believes in the 

power of movies to change people’s lives 
for the better. The organization’s educa-
tional focus will provide people of all 
ages and from diverse backgrounds with 
the opportunity to learn about the art, 
technology, and business of film. Visit 
www.thepicturehouse.org for informa-
tion about upcoming events, renovation 
updates and exciting re-opening plans.

Photo Credit: Julie Larsen Maher/WCS ©

Travel Editor, Barbara Barton Sloane is 
constantly globe-hopping to share her unique 
experiences with our readers; from the exotic 
to the sublime. As Beauty / Fashion Editor 
she keeps us informed on the capricious and 
engaging fashion scene.

The Pelham Picture House Announces New Board Chair
By Barbara Barton Sloane

The political battle 
lines have been drawn. 
consensus has been deter-

mined. The democrats will field New 
York state assemblyman Mike spano for 
Mayor of Yonkers. The republicans, and  
conservatives will field former Yonkers 
city council President richard Martinelli 

for Mayor of Yonkers. as is often the case, 
independent Party chairman dr. Giulio 
cavallo will make his decision later on 
in the process. The political cement has 
been poured. self professed contenders 
have found themselves pried from 
future contention. Yonkers city council 
President chuck Lesnick (democrat) 

is going through the motions to simply 
raise funds to fill his coffers. Yonkers city 
council Minority Leader John Murtagh 
(republican) has likewise been shut out 
of mayoral contention.  Yonkers deputy 
Mayor William “Bill” regan has earned 
no kudos for his years in office under the 
failed administration of Yonkers Mayor 
Phil amicone. the wannabees are all to  
be found under the weight of the political 
cement atrophying their repective political 
futures.

in the not too distant past, the polit-
ical party mechanisms were abuzz with 

non-aggression pacts within which strategies 
of political accommodation were reached to 
field opposition candidates within the party 
framework. sometimes it was decided not 
to challenge the “so-called” opposition; and 
sometimes it was.

The non-aggression pact consisted 
of various levels of subterfuge. each was 
designed to fool the public. The simplest 
level of obfuscation was to not run a candi-
date for a particular office or to run someone 
so obscure and unknown. for show only; 
their chances were minimal. To seal the deal, 

Continued on page 14
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Dissecting the New Political Paradigm
Martinelli vs Spano 
By Hezi Aris

www.thepicturehouse.org
www.thepicturehouse.org
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the respective political parties promised such 
candidates financial support only to renege 
on their promise to the candidate after the 
official announcement. This scenario is 
classic. rarely will anyone give voice to such 
plots while working toward winning support 
from an electorate kept ignorant of these 
back-room scenarios.

The more sophisticated ploy used on an 
often unsuspecting public is to inundate the 
potential voter with a panoply of contenders. 
The more the merrier. some are in the “game” 
to gain name recognition. Others are in the 
“game” to soften the opposition by draining 
the attention of an apposition candidate by 
challenging the veracity of their candidacy. 
even so, they are in the race solely to drain 
the opposition candidates’ financial strength. 
Once weakened, the so-called challenger(s) 
have recoiled from the political arena not to 
be heard from again, that is until the next 
“race” in which they can be trusted to fool the 
voter during another election process.

The zenith of such scenarios are the 
ones in which the lesser ploys demand even 
greater drama and razzmatazz. To qualify 
at this level, the respective parties feign 
attempts at thwarting political infighting 
by claiming to eviscerate contention within 
their respective political stables. They will 
claim they are united while the sounds of 
political rhetoric are heard from behind 
those opaque pronouncements. The denials 
are believable, but so are the political scuf-
fling, counter punches, and verbal attacks 
which are permitted public viewing. These 
are the sexiest roles a political protagonist 
may engage. These are the award winning 
moments for which some are adept.

These cauldrons of deceit of The 
People were often dismissive of the party 
faithful. The  discourse expected among the 
respective party faithful have instead been 
dismissive of them, becoming the present 
abberations of the political landscape before 
us. The concept was good while it lasted. 
something more was required. 

at every political level there is a need 
for the party system. in Yonkers, as in other 
locales, the party system is being used only 
as a launching pad from which to garner 
and coalesce votes. it is a mechanism under 
which any designated candidate’s name may 
be found. That is all the party system is about 
today. in the past, the party was a venue for 
discourse on issues of concern to the voter. 
The topics would cover a panoply of issues. 

it was a teaching and learning mechanism 
that would distill the best points by which 
the issues would come before an even 
larger arena, that is the public arena in the 
campaign process. But that process has been 
hijacked and eclipsed.

Parties are no longer permitted to be 
the think tanks for political discourse and 
remedy. Their power has been usurped by 
the clan, or the ruling family. in Yonkers’ 
case, it is the largesse and wealth of former 
Yonkers Mayor angelo Martinelli’s clan, 
whose stand-in is richard Martinelli, while 
on the other, by the largesse and wealth of 
the eldest of Leonard spano’s children, 
former New York state senator Nick spano 
and his clan, whose stand-in is New York 
state assemblyman Mike spano.

Neither Mike spano, nor richard 
Martinelli have declared their decision to seek 
the Office of Mayor of Yonkers. it seems a 
foregone conclusion that both are running for 
the Office of the Mayor of Yonkers.

The Martinelli entourage have been 
quietly working behind the scenes. Likewise 
the spano entourage. Both their efforts 
have been evident since the reorganization 
of the Westchester county conservative 
Party when then chairman Gail Burns 
acceded to the vote won by hugh Fox, Jr.  
it also brought renewed prominence to the 
right to Life advocates who hung their 
collective hats under the aegis of the new 
leadership. Ms restiano’s friendship with 
the Martinelli clan and her tight association 
with former Yonkers Mayor John spencer, 
a stalwart proponent of Mr Martinelli’s 
candidacy shows the breadth and scope of 
Mr Martinelli’s campaign effort.  also in 
support is former Yonkers city council 
Minority Leader Liam McLaughlin who is 
the frontrunner for designation as Yonkers 
deputy Mayor should Mr Martinelli’s effort 
win voter support. 

Mr Martinelli was quickly endorsed 
by the right to Life advocates as their 
candidate. This quiet announcement, only 
revealed in the Yonkers Tribune [reference: 
BREAKING NEWS: Martinelli Garners 
Endorsement of Right to Life Party in his 
Mayoral Candidacy Effort By Hezi Aris - 
January 6, 2011.],  became the first political 
affront to Mr Murtagh. 

The financial largesse of angelo 
Martinelli is enough to bankroll the 
Martinelli campaign effort. angelo 
Martinelli has at long last decided to support 
his able son rather than to undermine him, 

as he had in the past. angelo Martinelli’s 
financial wherewithal is also supplemented 
through his sitting as ithe chairman of the 
Board of the Yonkers chamber of commerce 
who will earnestly direct its membership 
to support the Martinelli campaign effort. 
Yonkers chamber of commerce President 
Kevin cacace is on board working tirelessly 
toward a richard Martinelli win. The inner 
group further consists of New York state 
supreme court Justice Gerald e. Loehr, 
and ralph arred, former chairman of the 
Yonkers democratic city committee.

angelo Martinelli’s financial under-
pinning of his son’s campaign effort, 
supplemented as it is and will be by corporate 
supporters has given the Martinelli campaign 
effort the viability it requires for legitimacy 
and potential success. The first success was 
to scupper the mayoral campaign effort of 
John Murtagh who has found the well of 
supporters financially parched in considering 
him as a candidate. Mr Murtagh soon found 
he had no where to turn. Term limited, Mr 
Murtagh was in search of political suste-
nance. he thought rejuvenation might be 
found in challenging incumbent Westchester 
county Board Legislator Gordon Burrows 
his seat. The party faithful, tired of Mr 
Murtagh’s vacillating position on various 
issues, siding with one political camp over 
another and then returning to the “fold” 
for another go round, only to be repeated 
again, was shut out of that so-called potential 
political respite by comprehending that Mr 
Burrows was able to raise over $30,000.00 
in one night and Mr Murtagh was still 
trying to figure out on which corner he 
should begin to again attempt to solicit for 
funds with his tin cup in hand. it seems Mr 
Murtagh is a casualty of his own hubris. Mr 
Murtagh committed hari Kiri on the night 
the Yonkers city council pews were filled 
to capacity by those who were passionate in 
expressing their views. some were directed 
at Mr Murtagh. he walked out on the 
residents with councilmen John Larkin 
and dennis shepherd in tow. Mr Murtagh 
was thereafter ridiculed. he has not made 
amends and seems politically stuck in a rut 
of his own making.

Yonkers city council President chuck 
Lesnick has announced
his running for Mayor of Yonkers. acid-
tongued bloggers have learned he is only 
going through the motions. he will raise 
money to fill his campaign coffers that will 
not be used for contention in the race for 
Mayor of Yonkers. after all, it is all about 
chuck. chuck has no support in albany, 

tepid support in Washington, d.c., none in 
Westchester county, and none in Yonkers. 
Yonkers will continue to suffer his spine-
less, rudderless, pandering, photograbbing, 
moneygrubbing antics for another two years. 
Mr Lesnick will then be term limited. 

Mike spano has maintained course. he 
has not given notice of running though he is 
often mentioned the most prominent among 
all the candidates running or said to run.

The race for Mayor of Yonkers is being 
conducted like a Miss america contest. Let 
us simply agree that they are both handsome 
men, may look good in a swimsuit, but only 
51 percent of the populace may care, are 
kind, and friendly, have a good demeanor, are 
young and vital.  

Those are simply the vitals.
it this the democratic process you 

learned about in school? No political party 
input; no party faithful input; no voter input. 
it’s all about the clan, the ultimate “friends 
and family” network

Yonkers needs to know how and what 
their positions are regarding the municipal 
budget, the elapsed union contracts, the 
so-called pension padding schemes, the 
theft of services, the unauthorized city fleet 
of cars, the contractual agreements permit-
ting the use of public streets for paid for valet 
parking facilities, private deals for reduced 
water consumption with corporations, $1 
land deals among the friends and family 
network, funding of the Yonkers Public 
schools, the lackluster, and deficient conduct 
of Yonkers inspector General daniel schorr, 
the return of funds back to the Board of 
education (Boe) used for other projects and 
still outstanding, the city’s non movement to 
foreclose on properties for which real estate 
taxes have been delinquent over a decade, 
some over four decades. The list is endless. 
all we know so far is that they have a pulse.

Next week, those places who owe taxes 
for the years specified will be named. They 
tally in the millions in total arrears. The 
figures of owed taxes will render Yonkers 
whole many times over. Now that former 
Finance commissioner James LaPerche is 
back in the saddle, perhaps he can answer 
the issue raised by councilwoman Joan 
Gronowski months ago. The Yonkers 
Tribune / The Westchester Guardian will 
reveal the list we obtained  next week.

also, expect us to reveal the slush fund 
and the plot behind the deficit ridden 
Playland operation in next week’s edition.

Dissecting the New Political Paradigm
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Mamaroneck, NY -- Westchester’s 
chapter of the executive Women’s Golf 
association (eWGa) is ready to get into 
full swing this year with its 13th annual 
Tee-Off Luncheon on sunday, March 
27th at hampshire country club in 
Mamaroneck, NY from 12 Noon – 4:00 
PM.  

Women can register to attend at www.
eWGawestchester.com. 

While many were chipping ice, 
pitching snowballs and driving snow plows, 
the Westchester chapter of the executive 
Women’s Golf association (eWGa) has 
been busy planning an action-packed golf 
season.  For the more than 200 women 
who are members, chipping, pitching and 

driving are preferably done on the golf 
course, and it can’t come soon enough this 
year.  “i think cabin fever is at an all-time 
high this year.  We’ve spent the winter 
adding more leagues, clinics, outings and 
social events to give our members lots 
to choose from once the snow is gone,” 
says sherry Bruck, President of eWGa 
Westchester.   With eight leagues, 17 
clinics, 12 outings and more golf to 
come this year—there’s plenty of golf for 
everyone.

“The annual Tee-Off Luncheon is 
the one time of the year when current and 
prospective members come together to 
connect for an afternoon of fun, friendship 
and a celebration of golf.  it’s when women 
can sign up for leagues, clinics and learn 
about the many outings and social events 
that we have planned,” said M. Grace 
cantwell, Marketing chair.

eWGa is the only all-inclusive 
women’s golf organization in the lower 
hudson region.  “We find women golfers

Continued on page 16

iPad 2 Has Sandwich Named for it at Carnegie Deli
By Gail Farrelly

it’s a New York tradition. Well-known newcomers to the city often 
have sandwiches named for them at the world-famous carnegie deli.

so in honor of the introduction of the apple iPad 2, the carnegie 
has announced its latest, the iPad 2 Wrap. here are the ingredients:  

-- Tender slices of beef tongue (iPads are known to be kind of mouthy, you know!) 
--  chunks of apples (all kinds: Granny smith, Mcintosh, etc.), bathed in a pear 

glaze
-- Thinly sliced roast beef (as usual, apple plans to roast the competition) 
--  russian dressing (just to let the russians know: ha ha, the iPad 2 is american 

all the way!)
-- corned beef (st. Patrick’s day is right around the corner) 
--  deviled eggs (in recognition of the fact that competitors will have egg on their 

faces)
--  Lettuce and tomato (salads are a must for california concoctions like apple 

products)
You gotta have a big mouth for this one.  Open wide, New Yorkers!  Open very, 

very wide.
Fortunately apple has announced that the iPad 2 comes with a pre-loaded app 

providing all sorts of remedies for indigestion. Whew. Just in time!

Gail Farrelly (www.FarrellySistersOnline.com) writes mystery novels and short stories as 
well as Op-Eds. She also publishes satire pieces (Gail Farrelly’s satire and parody stories) on 
TheSpoof.com, a British website. Her latest mystery novel is Creamed at Commencement:  
A Graduation Mystery. The first chapter is available on her website. Gail is working on a 
fourth mystery, The Virtual Heiress. 

 SHOW PREP

he sat there, behind 
his big desk in the 
skyscraper overlooking 
Lexington avenue, just 

as he had for the last thirty eight years. if 
not for the changes in venue beginning in 
a store front in Brooklyn, as his tax law 
practice grew, it would be hard to tell one 
year from the next. Like any same thing 
you do on a regularly scheduled basis, the 
visits blend together. This time it would be 
different, horribly different.

Because of my complex tax situation 
owing to a failed business venture that at 
least gave me some nice write offs i was 
coming in under the wire, like april 15th 
under the wire. i had dropped off the 
details a week before, and was now waiting 
for the good or bad news, and the final 
documents to sign and mail to the irs. My 
lawyer was as he always was, cordial, to the 
point, talking in short bursts, the ultimate 
minimalist. There was never any small talk 

unless i initiated it. On this day, though, i 
was the most uncomfortable i would ever 
be in his presence, and felt the need to say 
something about it. You see, this man had 
done my very first tax return and processed 
every penny i had ever earned. he had 
the unique perspective of having audited, 
if you will, my rise to a fair living on Wall 
street only to watch a good portion of my 
life’s savings melt away by a combination 
of the aforementioned investment and the 
crash of 2008. i knew him for over forty 
years, and i felt the need to tell him what 
it was like to lose so much and how i kept 
my perspective. he didn’t ask, but i felt he 
must be wondering.

in the interest of space my comments 
can be summarized as having told my 
lawyer that seeing the losses coming was 
worse than actually losing the money, and 
that friends and family really were what 
were most important. i told him i would 
be fine. i meant it, and it made me feel 
better to tell him. he nodded and made 
a comment, which i have since forgotten, 
along the lines of someone acknowledging 
you’re telling them that you just bought 
tickets to go to disney World. it was nice, 

warm, but perfunctory. he then explained 
my taxes and handed me the package. as 
i turned to go, still feeling self conscious 
about what i thought were heart felt reve-
lations, i saw the photos of his wife and 
two teenage girls on a shelf. i asked him 
how they were and what his plans were 
now that the tax season was done. “do 
you run off to the caribbean and take it 
easy,” i asked. “No”, he replied, “my wife, 
my younger daughter and i are going down 
to see my older daughter in college.”xhe 
walked me out to the elevator as he had 
done every year since he moved to a high 
rise. We shook hands, nothing seemed 
different; nothing. as i waited i though 
about how my life would be facing these 
new financial challenges, and envied a bit 
my lawyer’s seeming stable professional 
and financial life.

Two days later at 3:45 in the morning, 
on my drive to work, i turned on my radio, 
as i always do, to an all news station to 
get a jump on my show preparation. The 
top story was about a lawyer who killed 
himself, his wife and his two children in a 
hotel room in Baltimore, near his daugh-
ter’s college. The man was my lawyer, my 

friend.
 since that day stories of financial 

misdeeds have surfaced. as tax time comes 
around i can’t help but wonder about what 
went though his mind that day. What was 
he thinking when i talked about family, 
friends and what must have seemed to 
him to be my more modest financial woes. 
i can’t even imagine what must have been 
going on inside his soul over the next forty 
eight hours before he took the lives of his 
loved ones. i just don’t know and will never 
know. i do know that i still feel bad about 
it, and think often about the second chance 
he never gave himself or his family. i am 
also grateful that money and prestige are 
less important to me than the people i love.

You will note that i have not used his 
name or those of his family members it is 
my small way, without judgment, of hoping 
he and they will rest in peace, while sharing 
with you what i value most in this life. 

Listen to Good Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone from 6 - 8:30 a.m., from 
Monday through Friday. Direct email to Bob 
Marrone at Bob@WVOX.com, and visiting 
the BobMarrone.com website. 

Death and Taxes
By Bob Marrone

 THE SPOOF  SPORTS

Executive Women’s Golf Association of 
Westchester Tees-Off the 2011 Season

www.EWGAwestchester.com. 
www.EWGAwestchester.com. 
www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
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 SPORTS

Continued from page 15

fall into three categories; new, social golfers 
and competitive golfers.  so we structure 
our leagues the same way.  everyone feels 
comfortable and they can progress at their 
own pace,” said League chair, corinne 
Grandolfo, who has leagues scheduled at 
sprain Lake, doral arrowwood, saxon 
Woods and more.  With golf events 
like Golf Boot camp, Nine and Wine, 
the Never Played in a Tournament 
Tournament, the rally for the cure, 
Meet Me at the range and the chapter 
championship—there’s something for 
every women, at every skill level.  “We 
even have friends and family Open Play 

outings so there’s something to fit every-
one’s schedule.” said ellen Festa, Golf 
events chair.

Patricia Bottomley, sponsorship chair, 
talks about the financial benefits of being 
an eWGa member including discounts 
on clothing, equipment and golf.  Our 
gold level sponsor, XceL credit union 
helps reduce costs.  sponsors also provide 
valuable gifts, prizes and discounts to our 
members. “One of the things i love most 
about eWGa is that they leverage the 
buying power of thousands of women to 
make golf more affordable for everyone, 
which for many, means they get to play 
more golf!” 

On and off the course eWGa focuses 
on golf educating members about golf 
rules, etiquette and handicaps.  “Golf is a 
lot more than just swinging a club.  Our 
main goal is to make sure each woman has 
a positive experience on the golf course and 
knowing the rules and etiquette of golf are 
essential.  Women should feel comfortable 
on any course with any partner—especially 
in a business setting.” said hollie West, 
handicap chair.

eWGa Westchester is part of a 
community of thousands of women of 
all life and professional stages—who 
share a love of golf.  They enjoy staying 
active, staying connected, building 

business, friendships, and having fun!  
eWGa welcomes professional women 
of all playing skills who love to play golf.  
eWGa provides a supportive environ-
ment to help women enjoy golf, improve 
their game and connect with others.

since its founding in 1991 as the 
executive Women’s Golf association, the 
eWGa has touched the lives of more 
than 100,000 women connecting them to 
learn, play, and enjoy golf for business and 
fun. This tax-exempt association delivers a 
wide range of golf, social and networking 
activities for both new and experienced 
golfers.

For more information about the asso-
ciation and its membership, visit www.
eWGawestchester.com

Executive Women’s Golf Association of Westchester Tees-Off the 2011 Season

Timon of Athens may 
be shakespeare’s most 
puzzling play. is it all 
shakespeare or a collabo-

ration? if the latter, with whom? The gifted 
Thomas Middleton or some lesser talent? 
and just which parts are shakespeare’s 
and which not? if a shakespeare solo, 
why not even better than it is? Based too 
closely on some earlier play? Left unfin-
ished by the author? Written during some 
existential crisis?

still, no one disputes that there is 
good stuff there, and that the play merits 
more revivals than it gets. significantly, 
even the current mounting by Public 
LaB shakespeare comes with an apologia 
in the program. The LaB’s are “mini-
mally designed productions with short 
rehearsal periods” meant to “broaden the 
ranks of artists who work on shakespeare 
in america” and with focus on “the actor, 
the text and the story.”

There is something louche about that 
special pleading. What else can the focus 
ever be on? and just what does the further 
promise “to bring shakespeare at his most 
spare, clear, and muscular to a wider 
community” mean? “spare” suggests 
dubious cutting of corners, “clear” smells 
of modernist tampering, and “muscular” 
may, i fear, mean turning shakespeare 
into Spiderman.

i am relieved to report that Barry 
edelstein’s version of Timon, though 

quite a bit shortened and 
with several characters 
eliminated, is still valid 
enough, and does get the 
play’s points—or at least 
most of them—hearten-
ingly across.

The plot concerns 
Timon, a wealthy and 
overzealous athenian 
philanthropist, patron 
of all the arts, tireless 
host of lavish banquets 
for his alleged friends, 
and generous opener of 
his purse to all sorts of 
claimants. The result? 
he is bankrupted, and 
humiliatingly refused 
loans by he very benefi-
ciaries of his former munificence.

he throws a mock banquet at 
which the greedy ingrates are served 
water and stones, and chased away. he 
himself retires to a deserted cave, a self-
proclaimed misanthrope feeding on roots. 
his loyal steward, Flavius, would serve 
him and help out still, but Timon rejects 
even him. his young friend alcibiades, a 
victorious general similarly scorned by the 
athenians, is encouraged by him to wreak 
vengeance on the city, whose emissaries, 
having discovered that Timon has dug up 
a buried hoard of gold, come to the cave 
to curry renewed favor. he mocks them—
even down to his epitaph, revealed upon 
his rather unexplained death. (could 
roots not have been nourishing enough?) 
he is posthumously praised by alcibiades, 

who will conquer athens, but spare all but 
Timon’s betrayers.

The chief blemishes of the play 
are two underdeveloped characters: 
alcibiades, and the cynical philosopher 
apemanthus, who crassly ridicules both 
Timon’s misplaced generosity and the 
cupidity of his supposed friends. More 
prescient in his misanthropy than his 
friend Timon, apemanthus is, however, 
also excessively crude. Neither he nor 
alcibiades is sufficiently rounded.

The LaB production has a major 
strength and a major weakness. The 
strength is the Timon of richard Thomas, 
a consummate actor who has everything: 
exquisite control in modulating his 
performance, extremely appealing looks 
and personality, and exemplarily clear 
elocution with winning tonal coloring. 
The weakness is in the rest of the cast, 

their ranks perhaps excessively broadened 
(see above) or even too rank, as in the case 
of the alcibiades of reg e. cathey, who 
not only fails to create a credible character, 
but also vainly struggles with  speaking 
verse. i could have also done without the 
pornographic video, and had problems 
with Katherine roth’s costuming, not 
because it was modern, but because it was 
too indiscriminate.

even so, Barry edelstein’s direction is 
fluid and efficient, and Thomas’s perfor-
mance is worth much more than the 
coffer of gold coins he digs up, proving 
that riches in the wilderness—or even in 
amoral athens—are of minimal value.

The Public Theater
425 Lafayette street
Through March 6
(212) 967-7555
www.publictheater.org

John simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com andBloomberg News. he 
reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review andWashington Post. he has 
written profiles for Vogue, Town and Country, 
Departures and Connoisseur and produced 
17 books of collected writings. Mr. simon 
holds a PhD from Harvard University in 
comparative Literature and has taught at 
MiT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College. 
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

 EYE ON THEATRE

Timon of Athens
By John Simon

Che Ayende, Tom Bloom, Max Casella, Reg E. Cathey, Cary 
Donaldson, Brian Keane, David Manis, Anthony Manna, Greg 

McFadden, Chris McKinney, Orville Mendoza, Mark Nelson, Joe 
Paulik, Triney Sandoval and Richard Thomas.

www.EWGAwestchester.com
www.EWGAwestchester.com
www.publictheater.org 
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 TRAVEL

Peering out of my van 
window, i was happy the 
rain had stopped. Looking 
over the meadow, the fog 

was slowly lifting, and out of this moody, 
misty atmosphere i saw several large, 
lumbering images walking the fields. 
Our van slowed to a stop and as the mist 
receded, i recognized this ghostly vision 
to be nothing more exotic than some 
gorgeous Galloway Belted cows, quite 
common here in county down.

here is a land of intense loveliness - 
blue mountains, deep forests, misty lakes, 
and just as it should be - the moors are 
windswept, the cliffs are craggy and the sea 
is wild and roiling. Welcome to Northern 
Ireland (aka ulster). it has six counties, 1.8 
million people and tourism, technology, 
and agriculture are the mainstays of its 
economy. Weather here can be fickle. Oh, 
let’s just tell it like it is: it rains 270 to 290 
days a year. in this wee country, about the 
size of connecticut and just 100 miles by 
100 miles, it’s damp and chill and green all 
over! Naturally it is this very climate that 
keeps the Emerald in Isle, and we wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

The van was taking us to St. Patrick 
Centre to pay homage to the country’s 
Patron saint who didn’t actually drive 
out all the snakes (myth) but did, in 
truth, bring christianity to ireland. The 
centre is located in the medieval town 
of downpatrick and has all the informa-
tion about st. Paddy one would ever need, 
presented through some quite inven-
tive multi-media exhibits. a mile away 
is the first church of ireland, the Down 
Cathedral, the site where st. Patrick is 
buried and an essential pilgrimage desti-
nation for people from around the world 
for over 1500 years.

Our own pilgrimage takes us on to 
Londonderry (aka Derry), rich in cultural 
and architectural heritage. Our walking 
tour encompassed the 17th century Derry 
City Walls and St. Columb’s Cathedral 
built between 1614 and 1619. The walls 
stand 26 feet high, 30 feet wide and 
throughout the walk we saw 24 medieval 
cannons still seeming to stand sentinel, 
protecting the city from attack by 
marauding irish clans. Never breached, 
the walls remain completely intact and 
almost perfectly preserved, making 
Londonderry one of the finest examples 
of a walled european city.

The next day on to county antrim 
to visit the famed Causeway Coastal 
Route. The landscape here is astonishing, 
with patchwork hills, mountain streams 
and tumbling waterfalls. along the coast 
our driver adeptly maneuvered over a road 
lined with majestic (heart stopping) cliffs 
and below, golden sands and the Giant’s 
Causeway, recognized as one of the 
natural wonders of the world, a uNescO 
World heritage site. Jutting into the sea 
are 40,000 hexagonally-shaped basalt 
columns formed 60 million years ago 
from volcanic lava. i stood among the 
towering tubes of stone musing over a 
popular legend that an irish giant named 
Finn Mccool had an altercation with 
Fingal, a scottish giant who lived across 
the water, and began flinging huge clods 
of earth at him which landed in the sea, 
forming a causeway so they could meet 
and have a face-off. The story goes on 
and on but, suffice it to say, it has a happy 
ending for dear Finn Mccool. Nearby 
are the ruins of the 16th century Dunluce 
Castle standing on a 100 foot-high basalt 
stack. The ruins are breathtaking and even 

roofless it portrays the air of strength this 
site commanded and which, before the 
advent of gunpowder, would have been 
almost impossible to conquer. 

The Glens of Antrim are steeped in 
myth and legend, especially in fairy-lore. 
On a walk-about we came to a stand of 
hawthorn trees. Our guide Brendan 
explained that this area is rife with fairies 
who are fond of hawthorn trees and of 
their own particular hang-out, Fairy hill. 
he went on to say: “Woe betide anyone 
who would dare to cut a hawthorn 
down!” Just then a brisk breeze stirred the 
forest’s leaves, and i believe i saw in the 
distance a procession of teeny, green-clad 
souls climbing up Fairy hill and disap-
pearing down the other side. imagination? 
Maybe. Or maybe just ireland, charming 
and beguiling as ever. it was a sweet, cher-
ishable moment that was quickly broken 
by Brendan saying “i’m told they taste just 
like chicken.”

Our journey ended in Belfast, a city 
of 500,000, replete with history, heritage 
and tradition. Once the linen capital of 
the world, the city pulses with energy: 
quaint cobbled streets, historic pubs, 
boutique hotels, nightclubs, music and 
murals - a city of murals, really. They are 
some of Northern ireland’s most unique 
expressions of public art reflecting polit-
ical and social views while others pay 
tribute to local heroes. One that i will 
long remember read: “an eye for an eye, 
a tooth for a tooth, leaves everyone blind 
and unable to eat.”

Belfast had the biggest shipyard in 
the world and it was here in 1912 that 
the Titanic, the world’s most famous ship 
since Noah’s ark, was built. We saw the 
dock where she was fitted out and the 
slip where she was launched, all virtu-
ally unchanged since she sailed away. 
Belfast has commenced a mammoth 
$150 million project to open in the cente-
nary year of its sailing. There will be a 
museum comprised of 9 galleries which 
will take the visitor through time, telling 
of Belfast’s shipbuilding boomtown, of 
those who built the Titanic and those 
on board her tragic maiden voyage up 
to present day where you will see video 
footage of where she lies at rest. The aim 
of this ambitious project is, in a sense, to 
bring the Titanic home.

Northern ireland is a place where 
myth, magic and mystery live side by 
side with everyday life. Our senses were 

besotted with visions of sheep-strewn 
meadows, stately horses standing beneath 
milky skies, and hedgerows of green, gold 
and copper emerging like ghostly blobs as 
we traversed narrow lanes. ireland’s native 
son, Oscar Wilde, once irreverently said: 
“The only thing i can’t resist is tempta-
tion.” For me, the temptation to return to 
ulster will always be there.

Travel Editor, Barbara Barton Sloane is 
constantly globe-hopping to share her unique 
experiences with our readers; from the exotic 
to the sublime. As Beauty / Fashion Editor 
she keeps us informed on the capricious and 
engaging fashion scene.

If You Go:
www.discovernorthernireland.com 
www.discoverireland.com
Hotels
Slieve Donard Resort & Spa, Newcastle 
www.hastingshotels.com
Lough Erne Resort, Enniskillen 
www.lougherneresort.com
Everglades Hotel, Derry 
www.hastingshotels.com
Merchant Hotel, Belfast 
www.themerchanthotel.com
Restaurants
The Oak Restaurant, Newcastle 
www.hastingshotels.com
Priory House Restaurant, Benburb 
www.nigoodfood.com
Brown’s Restaurant, Derry 
www.brownsrestaurant.com
Molly’s Yard, Belfast 
www.mollysyard.co.uk
For Running in the Rain
Columbia Mountain Mix waterproof jacket 
in meadow green! 
www.columbia.com
On The Move Between Raindrops
Travelpro 20” Rollaboard luggage, wa-
terproof and its stability system prevents 
tipping (into puddles) 
www.travelpro.com

Northern Ireland: Where It’s Easy Being Green
By Barbara Barton Sloane

Galloway Belted Cows. Photo by and courtesy 
of Felix van de Gein. 

Dunluce Castle. Photo courtesy of Northern 
Ireland Tourist Board

St. Patrick’s Country. Photo courtesy of 
Northern Ireland Tourist Board.

www.discovernorthernireland.com www.discoverireland.com 
www.discovernorthernireland.com www.discoverireland.com 
www.hastingshotels.com 
www.lougherneresort.com 
www.hastingshotels.com 
www.themerchanthotel.com 
www.hastingshotels.com 
www.nigoodfood.com 
www.brownsrestaurant.com 
www.mollysyard.co.uk 
www.columbia.com 
www.travelpro.com
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 TRUTH AND JUSTICE

The defense team, 
picking up where it left 
off in week 3, continued 

to embroider selwyn days’ alibi defense 
around magistrate Mciver’s re-enacted 
testimony. That testimony had placed 
their client and his mother stella days, 
in Goldsboro North carolina on the 
21st of November 1996, when they came 
to Mciver’s office so that his mother 
could file a complaint against selwyn’s 
girlfriend for allegedly making a verbal 
threat against her the day before. That 
testimony, by implication, placed both of 
them in North carolina the day before; 
other testimony by the Judge, to wit, 
“selwyn was in and out of my office all 
month”, at times “every day, every other 
week”, suggested he was there the rest of 
the month as well.

The defense called captain Perry 
sharpe, a retired homicide detective, who 
had served in various police capacities 
for 30 years in Goldsboro. The defense 
elicited from him that he saw days and 
his mother on November 20th, when she 
first attempted to press charges against 
the same individual for trespassing in her 
house. sharpe had told her that it was 
not a crime since she had been in the 
house with selwyn’s permission. she then 
attempted to have her arrested for making 
a verbal threat, but sharpe had counseled 
her that sometimes people say things 
they don’t mean when angry, and that the 
alleged verbal threat was not worth pros-
ecuting. he then t left, and later learned, 
despite his counsel, that stella had gone 
to the magistrate later that day to get a 
warrant issued.

a member of the defense team had 
also asked sharpe whether selwyn days 
“appeared nervous to talk to a police 
officer”, with the clear implication being 
that a person who had recently committed 
a double murder would be nervous upon 
being unexpectedly approached by a 
police officer, to which sharpe answered, 
“No.” asked if days had any cuts or 
bruises, he again responded, “No.”

ada christine O’connor, on cross 
examination, first established that stella 
and selwyn were both known to him, 

and then asked, “did stella days consider 
you to be her ‘personal police officer’”, 
to which he smiled and said, “Yes, i 
suppose so.” With this line of questioning, 
O’connor was transparently attempting 
to suggest to the jury that his familiarity 
with her was causing him to do her a favor 
by providing false testimony.

On re-direct examination however 
the defense immediately rehabilitated 
their witness asking, “Would you lie for 
stella or selwyn?” he quickly snapped, 
“Of course not.” defense quickly followed 
with, “Would you remember things that 
didn’t happen for stella or selwyn?” 
sharpe then blared, “Of course not!”

The defense next called cyndi Burris, 
the girl against whom stella had brought 
charges. Burris, disputing that she had 
verbally threatened stella, nevertheless 
stated that she had started dating selwyn 
between October and November of 1996, 
and that he was living in Goldsboro North 
carolina at that time. she maintained 
that she had “either seen selwyn in person 
or talked to him on the phone every day 
in November;” and that “he always called 
from the number of the landline in the 
house.” Burris went on to also state the 
house number was the only number she 
ever reached him on. 

ada Perry Perrone cross-examined 
Burris very aggressively. First attacking 
her credibility, he focused on her previous 
criminal record, indicating she had been 
convicted of larceny and felony forgery 
in connection with passing bad checks, 
as well as conspiracy to commit arson, 
for which she did a year in jail. Perrone 
went on to established that she had filed 
for bankruptcy three times, and had 28 
civil judgments against her. suggesting 
that she did not talk to days every day 
as she testified. he asked her whether 
one of her court appearances in connec-
tion with the bankruptcy had taken her 
far from her house rendering her unable 
to make or take a phone call from selwyn. 
Burris responded that she did not have to 
be present at all of the hearings and that 
her lawyer appeared in her behalf. 

Perrone then elicited from her that 
stella days had offered her money, “life 

changing money” if she would sign an 
affidavit stating that she had lived at the 
house with selwyn during November. 
Burris indicated she had refused, declaring 
“i never lived there. i simply visited him 
there.” Perrone however persisted, asking 
her, “You refused to sign the affidavit 
several times, and in fact never signed an 
affidavit stating that you were living in the 
house?” she repeatedly answered, “No.”

Perrone then confronted her with 
court records indicating that her earlier 
referenced arson case was not over in Oct, 
in an attempt to demonstrate that she 
was not at liberty in November. Burris 
clarified that what she had meant to 
say was she was referring to hearings in 
connection with the arson case, and not 
its conclusion. she further stated that her 
memory was not solely tied to this, and 
that it was also tied to the warrant being 
taken out against her on the 21st.

The defense called Mr. evans, who 
owned two different restaurant’s in North 
carolina. examined by defense attorney 
roberto Finzi, he stated that he purchased 
furniture from stella days, at which time 
he saw selwyn, on November 15th, that 
he returned to pick the furniture up on 
the 19th, and that selwyn helped him 
load the furniture into the truck. his 
memory was assisted by reviewing his 
planning book from 1996.

ada O’connor, on cross examina-
tion, asked him, “Who was the first one 
to ask you to remember 1996?” to which 
he replied, “stella.” she followed up by 
asking him, “haven’t people been asking 
you for years to find your planning book?” 
he answered, “Yes.” suggesting that he 
was too close to the days family to be 
objective, she asked him, “did you help 
her pay for a mortgage?” “at one time,” 
was his response.

Mark Moore was called to the stand 
and testified that he signed a lease with 
option to purchase a house in New York 
from stella days on October 1, 1996. 
This tied into days’ confession, in which 
he stated that after committing the 
murders he went back home, whereas by 
then stella had leased the home to which 
selwyn had referred to Moore. 

cross-examined by O’connor, he 
testified that he never slept there at night, 
and that he never changed the locks. she 
further asked, “he returned to the house 
after you took control of the house, is that 
one of the many reasons you threw your 

hands up?” referring to his walking away 
from the deal, to which he replied, “Yes.” 
he stated that he never saw days’ return 
to the house, but that his worker saw him 
once. 

dr. Jessica Pearson was called to the 
stand, and stated that days fell below 95% 
of the population with respect to cogni-
tive functioning. she further stated he was 
experiencing psychiatric impairment when 
he was questioned by police, due to his 
having not received his medication during 
the many hours of interrogation. she stated 
“No”, when asked by defense attorneys, 
“Was he able to make a knowing, willing, 
and voluntary waiver of his rights?” she 
also mentioned various tests that she had 
administered, including those designed to 
catch malingering. her results matched 
those of other experts who had testified for 
the defense at prior trials.

Analysis 
Not one of selwyn days’ alibi 

witnesses was without flaw. The judge 
didn’t have an exact anchor for each and 
every day selwyn was in her office back in 
November of 1996 except for the day the 
complaint was filed. Beyond her memory 
of the 21st, her recollections of November 
were imprecise. The homicide detective 
and the restaurant owner were admittedly 
too friendly with stella, and Burris had an 
extensive criminal record. 

Yet Burris, despite her continuing 
financial problems didn’t take the money 
reportedly offered by stella when it would 
have been most helpful for her to have 
done so. how likely is it that a homicide 
detective would be willing to help someone 
get away with a double murder? helping 
someone temporarily with a mortgage is a 
far cry from committing perjury to provide 
a false alibi in a homicide case.

Furthermore, when taken in the 
aggregate, can they all collectively be 
disbelieved? in this reporter’s opinion, the 
answer is no.

it is clear from medical records that 
days was in no mental shape to fully 
understand the waiving of his rights, 
implicating himself falsely. and as this 
reporter has previously noted, too many 
elements of his statement were false to be 
believed.

Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal Justice 
Advocate and Exoneree. To learn more, wist 
his website: www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.

Selwyn Days Round 3, Week Four
By Jeff Deskovic
The Defense Introduces Alibi Witnesses

www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.
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Treat Dog Hotels, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/19/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Melis-
sa Horowitz C/O: ESCC 84 Business 
Park Dr Ste 115 Armonk, NY 10504. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

2HB Holdings LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
9/29/2010. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 59 Calton Rd. New Rochelle, NY, 
10804. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Icartridge LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/7/2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC P.O. Box 
333 Hartsdale, NY 10530. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Common Area Maintenance Solu-
tions LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/14/2011.  
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 
13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.  Regis-
tered Agent: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 
202 Brooklyn, NY 11228

LEGAL NOTICES
Glowspa LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/2/2010.  
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 38 
B Parker Ave. Stamford, CT 06906. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Bookkeeping Performance, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/8/2010. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 17 Warren Ave 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: AP-
PLESTAR HOME INSPECTIONS LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/16/2010 Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County, SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: C/O APPLESTAR HOME 
INSPECTIONS LLC, 38 Douglas Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Latest date 
upon Which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 4189-10
Date of Filing: July 13, 2010
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
 Wells Fargo Bank, National Association, as Trustee under Pooling and Ser-
vicing Agreement dated as of February 1, 2003 Merrill Lynch Mortgage In-
vestors Trust Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2003-WMC1,
Plaintiff,
-against-
EILEEN MYERS A/K/A EILEEN MEYERS A/K/A EILEEN LIERMAN; CONSOLI-
DATED EDISON COMPANY OF NEW YORK, INC.; DELIA LOPEZ, if living, 
or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-law, next of kin, 
distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally 
all persons having or claiming under, by or through said DELIA LOPEZ, by 
purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise, of any right, title or interest in and 
to the premises described in the complaint herein, and the respective hus-
bands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, all of whose names are 
unknown to plaintiff; ERIC M. FAYER; JEMAB FAMILY LIMITED PARTNER-
SHIP A/K/A JEMAE FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP; LEHRMAN, KRONIC 
AND LEHRMAN, LLP; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
AND FINANCE; PETERBUILT ELECTRIC, INC.; SAIDEL AND SAIDEL, P.C. C/O 
TRAUB LIEBERMAN, STRAUSS AND SHREWSBERR; TONY FELICIO; UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA; “JOHN DOES” and “JANE DOES”, said names being 
fictitious, parties intended being possible tenants or occupants of premises, 
and corporations, other entities or persons who claim, or may claim, a lien 
against the premises, Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this sum-
mons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on the Plaintiff’s attorney(s) within 
twenty (20) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of the day of 
service, where service is made by delivery upon you personally within the 
State, or within thirty (30) days after completion of service where service is 
made in any other manner, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, 
judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the 
answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judg-
ment may be entered and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure 
action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT.
YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an 
Order of the Honorable Orazio R. Bellantoni of the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York, signed on January 25, 2011, and filed with supporting papers 
in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, State of New York.
The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises de-
scribed below, executed by EILEEN MYERS A/K/A EILEEN MEYERS A/K/A EI-
LEEN LIERMAN to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as Nomi-
nee for WMC Mortgage Corporation in the principal amount of $138,400.00, 
which mortgage was recorded in Westchester County, State of New York, on 
December 26, 2002, as Control No. 423430737. Said mortgage was thereafter 
assigned to the Plaintiff by assignment of mortgage recorded October 8, 2009 
as Control No. 49266057.
Said premises being known as and by 1430 MAIN ST, PEEKSKILL, NY 10566.
Date: April 22, 2010
Batavia, New York 
Laura Strauss, Esq.
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
585.815.0288



Page 20 The WesTchesTer GuardiaN ThursdaY, March 10, 2011

www.westchesterguardian.com


