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In this joyous holiday season with the New 
Year’s festivities only days away, it would seem 
to behoove us to reflect on the greatness of our 
nation and what made it become a beacon of 
freedom throughout the world. In other words, 
although We may disagree with each other on 
various policies and ideologies, we all recog-
nize that what makes Us the united states of 
america is an abiding respect for our differ-
ences. unfortunately this last campaign season 
saw a candidate nominated for a congressional 
seat in Westchester county whose writings and 
stated views contradict just about everything 
that brings us together. after the republican 
party’s first choice unexpectedly dropped out, 
Jim russell offered to run against incumbent 
congresswoman Nita Lowey. having run and 
lost to her before, maybe it seemed like a good 
idea but it became immediately apparent that the 
choice was worse than a poor one. 

russell was instantaneously rejected by his 
own party, both at the county and state levels, 
when Maggie haberman, among others revealed 
in the september 10, 2010 issue of Politico, a 
highly respected political journal, that russell 
had written an article for “ a right wing publica-
tion” entitled “The Western Contribution to World 
History.” In that article, which appeared in the 
Occidental Quarterly Journal, russell expounded 
on what was purported to be a scholarly thesis. 
some of the excerpts included quotes from T.s. 
elliot when elliot advocated a “homogenous 
population and unity of religious background” 
stating that “reasons of race and culture combine 
to make any large number of free-thinking Jews 
‘undesirable,’” russell opined that contrary to 
the yammering about bringing us all together, 
the biological function of human language and 
culture is just the opposite. For example, “to keep 
discreet groups apart” russell also wrote “there is 
now afoot a conscious effort to de-europeanize 
and to re-Judaize christianity through scriptural 
revision, internal treachery and external pres-
sure,” etc Ms haberman pointed out as well that 
russell praised eugenics, a social movement that 
believes in racial separation. 

Is it a coincidence when he was extolling the 
virtues of western medicine he chose to name 
only Pasteur, Fleming, and curie... leaving out 
salk, sabine, and einstein? Is it a coincidence 
that while praising advances in communica-
tion he cited Morse, Marconi, edison, and Bell 
but admonished and accused Mayer, Thalberg, 
Warner, and cohen? he accused the latter, all 
of them Jewish, of “hijacking” these inven-
tions for their own “financial gain, or worse to 

“manipulate our opinions and behavior accusing 
David sarnoff in the process of “sending a spy to 
steal from Farnsworth the patent for television.

We don’t believe in coincidences and neither 
should anyone else.

clearly , Westchester county has not in 
recent memory been subjected to a candidate 
for public office espousing russell’s view of the 
world which David Duke liked so much that 
he posted it on his own web site. and so, once 
defrocked, russell’s candidacy was a non starter 
.The news media including rNN, News 12, 
Politico, Salon, and Raw Story all ran with the 
story, pointing out that russell also writes highly 
of the book, “The Camp of the Saints,” a tome 
held dear by many white supremacists. It all led 
Salon to hands down declare that the candidate 
is now “exposed as racist.” 

Now remember, Jim russell wrote the essay 
himself , no one put words in his mouth, and as 
such he should have expected that those who 
discovered it could make whatever judgments 
they deemed appropriate. In the interviews 
following the discovery of his past writings, he 
avoided answering inquiries of him directly. 
Questions such as whether or not he still 
believed what he wrote. It would have certainly 
been easy for him to disavow those positions but 
clearly he did not. consequently the entire New 
York state republican establishment from the 
state committee to the Westchester republican 
chair were appalled and immediately withdrew 
their support in favor of a write in candidate. 
russell apparently was offended by this along 
with being grilled by various commentators on 
the tone, content, and subtext of his essay. In 
otherwords Jim russell wanted it both ways. he 
wanted to be free to state his views but wanted a 
pass on what those views meant, when he wrote 
them, and whether he still subscribed to them. 
Jim russell who professes to be a conservative is 
now suing 16 defendants in Tort, most of whom 
are newsmen and women as well as others who 
comment on politics like The Westchester Guardian 
and Yonkers Tribune. russell’s attorney, who self 
describes himself as the “confederate Lawyer,” 
alleges, among other things, that russell’s repu-
tation in the community was damaged as a “ 
professional scholar” which brings us to the point 
of this article. 

Dividing humanity by race, color, ethnicity, 
and religion fits into some people’s notion of 
how the world should be. adolf hitler believed 

Continued on page 3 

Thoughts About The Season
By Michael Edelman, Sam Zherka, and Hezi Aris
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 EDITORIAL

Continued from page 2

that only white aryan’s were pure enough 
to rule the world notwithstanding the fact 
that he was anything but. The Ku Klux 
Klan believed that only southern white 
Protestants should rule the day eliminating 
blacks, catholics and Jews. and lest we 
not forget the Turner Diaries and present 
day white supremacists who have similar 
beliefs based on their notion of racial and 
religious purity.

We like argue a lot about different 
subjects in Westchester county. We argue 
about what to spend money on, whether 
to build affordable housing, whether our 
property taxes are too high, whether we 
like or dislike the congress, or the state 
Legislature, and we argue our points force-
fully, from both the left,the right and the 
center. But what we have never argued for 
is that one group, one religion, or one race is 
inferior to and should be separated from the 
rest of us. That is not america. and what we 
have never believed, no matter what other 
political differences we may hold, is that 
discrimination of any kind is tolerable. We 
are a nation, a state, and a county of diver-
sity. Diversity is what has made us strong 
and has kept us strong. Different people, 
from different backrounds, from different 
parts of the world, have come to this country 
with their talents for building, healing, and 
working hard. The notion that only white 
europeans are the anointed americans, or 
are the pure americans, or are the ones who 
personify the greatest nation in the history 
of mankind, are the sort of notions that the 
young men and woman of this nation spent 

fighting against during that dark period we 
remember as World War II. 

People like Jim russell are anathema to 
the very bedrock of this nation . Those who 
fail to understand that that our strength 
is in our diversity do a great disservice 
to all those who have come before them 
when they write, as russell has written, 
words whose clear import we have heard 
and rejected before. Jim russell and his 
confederate attorney can sue all they want 
but any candidate for public office is fully 
accountable for the words they write or 
speak. The words are his: those he chose 
to quote were selected by him; those he 
chose to praise were chosen by him, and 
by him alone. and those he chose to deni-
grate, were also of his choosing Taken 
together, they give us a roadmap to his true 
beliefs, an insight to his true character and 
a preview to what kind of congressman he 
would have made had he been elected. It is 
those beliefs, that character, and the pros-
pect of electing that kind of representative 
from Westchester county that are, and 
always will be unacceptable. 

It is for those of us who are involved 
in the public discourse to make clear and 
to stand firm against the kind of nonsense 
that Jim russell has held out as “scholarly 
research.” If it walks like a duck and quacks 
like a duck…well you know the rest.

Michael r. edelman, esq., is a nation-
ally respected political commentator heard 
weekly on Cable News 12 Westchester, sam 
Zherka is the publisher of The Westchester 
Guardian, and hezi aris is the publisher 
of the Yonkers Tribune and editor of The 
Westchester Guardian.. 

Jim Castro-Blanco On the 
Level with Narog and Aris

New rochelle, NY -- Jim castro-Blanco is 
richard Narog’s and hezi aris’ guest this Tuesday, 
December 28th, from 10 am through 11 am, on 
WVOX-1460 aM on your radio dial and world-
wide on www.WVOX.com. Yonkers city councilwoman Joan Gronowski 
(3rd District), will be their guest on January 4th.

Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to WhYTeditor@
gmail.com for possible use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the 
course of an interview. 

Wednesday mornings at 8:37 am when he and Bob Marrone discuss issues 
on the Good Morning Westchester radio program hosted by Bob Marrone. 

EmpireCityGaming.com

EmpireCityGaming.com
http://www.yonkersraceway.com/
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

harrison, NY -- santa arrived early 
this christmas at cerebral Palsy of 
Westchester as local police officers made 
a visit to some very special children with 
disabilities. Presents were delivered to 
some very excited students on December 
17th by santa and his helper’s, the 
harrison Police Benevolent association. 
The students were overwhelmed with joy 
at the sight of santa and his merry men. 

This was no one-time occasion; 
members of the harrison PBa have been 
visiting the school for over 30 years in 
hopes of making the children’s holiday 
season just a little merrier. even though 
the holiday season is busy, the officers 
make sure to find time for their annual 
tradition.

Not only do these officers volunteer 
their time on the day of santa’s arrival, 
but they raise money beforehand to 
buy each child a gift off their individual 
wish list. Officer carney who has been 
running this program for the last four 
years commented how it could not have 
been possible without the help of his 

fellow officers and the community. Local 
shops Toys r’ us in White Plains, FYe 
in Port chester, and Family Discount in 
rye Brook (which has aiding in making 
christmas dreams come true for over 31 
years) help make santa’s shopping a little 
easier through personally finding items 
on his list while also supplying discounts 
for this special cause. Once santa has his 
presents he calls upon the religious educa-
tion classes at st. Gregory’s church in 
harrison to make sure each gift is hand 
wrapped.

cerebral Palsy of Westchester’s 
mission is to advance the independence, 
productivity, and full citizenship of people 
with cerebral Palsy and other develop-
mental disabilities. They are a non-profit 
organization that provides essential 
educational services, vocational training, 
recreation, rehabilitation and advocacy 
to thousands of children and adults in 
Westchester county. For more informa-
tion about cerebral Palsy of Westchester, 
visit www.cpwestchester.org. 

Harrison PBA Spread Christmas Cheer to Disabled Children
By Kristen Harris

according to 
New rochelle city 
Manager chuck 
strome, the accom-
plishments of the 
BID (Business 
Improvement 

District) are the Facade Program and 
efforts to fill two stores on Main street. 
strome, a member of the BID, on 
WVOX (12/14/10) cited consignment 
on Main and the moving of another 
store recently displaced by a proposed 
cVs to the former Palace store on

Main street. When commissioner 
of Finance, howard rattner, another 
member of the BID, was asked about 
New rochelle’s financing the BID, he 
stated a $436,000 tax levy is collected by 
the city and is remitted back to the BID. 
also, the city contributed $115,000 for 
the downtown cleaning program. While 
the city council continues to delay a 
second vote on the BID initiated charges 
for charging for night time parking in 
city lots, their faith in ralph DiBart, the 
BID executive Director, remains undi-

Continued on page 5 

Is New Rochelle City Council 
Monitoring the BID?

By Peggy Godfrey

www.cpwestchester.org
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Child Health Plus is a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 

Child Health Plus with Fidelis Care 

Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

• Free or low-cost health insurance coverage for children up 
to age 19 in New York State. 

• Checkups with your child’s doctor 
• Immunizations (shots)
• Hospital and emergency care
• Prescription drug coverage
• Dental and vision care
• Speech and hearing services
• More than 42,000 quality providers 

Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they
can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

It’s Our Mission.
Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored health insurance programs, call Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org 1-866-435-9521

Continued from page 4

minished. When the 2011 city budget 
was approved, it included $52,000 
for DiBart. The $52,000 is now paid 
directly from the city budget because 
this expense is no longer eligible from a 
community Block grant.

It seems appropriate now to ques-
tion whether the New rochelle BID is 
really necessary. according to strome, in 
2000, the BID was authorized in New 
rochelle by both the city council and 
the state Legislature. half of the prop-
erty owners in the area to be serviced had 
to approve the designation of the BID 
which operates under the New York 
state comptroller’s office. 

BIDs are funded by member taxes 
as well as taxes contributed by the city. 
unfortunately,according to a knowl-
edgeable source, a BID can just become 
“another layer of government, and an 
extra tax on downtown properties.” The 
question persists: has the city profited 
sufficiently from increased sales and real 

estate values in the downtown area to 
justify supporting it with money from 
the city budget? Of particular concern 
is the $52,000 payment to the executive 
Director which can no longer be allo-
cated from a grant and must be paid 
from the city budget. according to one 
source, the $52,000 the city pays to 
the BID’s executive Director is at least 
doubled by BID contributions.  

a controversial city council deci-
sion to charge for overnight parking in 
downtown parking lots was supposed to 
be revisited by council. Not only does 
city council need to have this prom-
ised re-vote on this decision, they need 
to explain to the taxpayers why they are 
continuing to approve city funds to give 
to the BID.

James O’Toole, resident 
representative of the BID (the only one 
elected by the people), does not agree 
with the 24-7 parking plan. But he feels 
the BID has kept the streets cleaner and 
the Facade Program has improved the 

appearance of the downtown. he does 
not believe the city could do a better job 
of street cleaning because the BID sala-
ries are lower than the salaries paid to 
city employees..

residents of New rochelle have 
a different view of the BID. Dario 
castellano said the city is spending too 
much money for what the BID accom-
plishes. The BID needs to bring more 
businesses into the city. how much 

control does the city have over the 
BID? Is the city council monitoring 
what they are doing? George Imburgia 
commented that for the entire existence 
of the New rochelle BID he has not seen 
any notable improvements which would 
benefit the shoppers or the residents.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, a 
community activist, and former educator.

Is New Rochelle City Council Monitoring the BID?

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

http://www.fideliscare.org
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Gillibrand, Schumer Announce Bipartisan 
Deal on 9/11 Health

Washington, Dc – u.s. senators 
Kirsten Gillibrand and charles e. 
schumer last week announced they 
have reached a bipartisan agreement 
to pass the James Zadroga 9/11 
health and compensation act in 
the u.s. senate. 

senators Gillibrand and 
schumer issued the following 
statement:

“The christmas Miracle we’ve 
been looking for has arrived. Over 
the last 24 hours, our republican 
colleagues have negotiated in good-
faith to forge a workable final package that will protect the health of the men and women who 
selflessly answered our nation’s call in her hour of greatest need. We are pleased to announce 
that we crafted an agreement that will allow this legislation to pass the senate, and the house, 
this afternoon. We thank our republican friends for coming together to fulfill america’s 
moral obligation to the heroes of 9/11.

“This has been a long process, but we are now on the cusp of the victory these heroes 
deserve. We would not be here without the strong leadership of Majority Leader reid, 
congresswoman Maloney, congressman Nadler, congressman King, congressman Weiner, 
congressman crowley, congressman McMahon, the entire New York congressional dele-
gation, and most of all, the many brave first responders and community survivors.”

Senators Kirsten Gillibrand and Charles E. Schumer

COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES 
FOR NOTE PURCHASES

John P. Pollis, II 
President, 1986 – present

e-mail jpollis@johnpollisrealty.com

JOHN P. POLLIS, II REALTY CORP.

New to market 1st mortgages for purchases of commercial notes, 7.5% 
interest, 50% of note price, 30 day closing. Also, apartment buildings, com-
mercial strip malls and offi ces- fi nancing 4.25% to 5.25%, 30 day closing. 

COMMERCIAL MORTGAGE BROKERS
Commercial Mortgages for Note Purchases.

Call John P. Pollis  today at:
917.559.4470

Tel. (212) 873-9380  •  Fax  (845) 876-2050
38 West 75th Street,  Suite BR,  New York, NY 10023

at a special meeting on December 
22nd, the White Plains common council 
passed a resolution expressing their lack 
of confidence in Mayor Bradley and asked 
for his resignation. The meeting was 
called by councilman David Buchwald 
and four other council members. 
Buchwald has been critical of the mayor 
since his arrests earlier this year and 
called him a convicted criminal at tthat 
night’s meeting. It has also been ques-
tioned as to whether Buchwald is behind 
the anonymous recalladamBradley.com 
website. each member of the common 
council was able to address the mayor 
giving his or her reasons for casting the 
vote of no confidence. The lone “No” vote 
came form councilman Dennis Power 
who, reading from a prepared statement 
charged that Mayor Bradley should be 
afforded his appeal process, and despite 
his legal troubles, he noted that Mayor 
Bradley contributed to White Plains’ 
moving forward this year despite harsh 
economic times.

Mayor Bradley also read a prepared 
statement where he in turn defended his 
inaugural year in office. Mayor Bradley 
noted that while this was not the year he 
anticipated it would be, he was still proud 
of his accomplishments and gave exam-
ples of improvements made in recreation 
and the response to the Post road fire this 
past summer.

councilmembers quickly exited city 
hall after the meeting though Thomas 
roach did stop to make a statement 
asserting the common council would 
move forward in asking Governor-elect 
andrew cuomo to begin the process to 
remove Mayor Bradley from office. It was 
unclear if the common council would be 
appealing to Mr. cuomo in his capacity 
as attorney General or as Governor of 
the state of New York. It was also unclear 
if this appeal would be accomplished in 
the form of a letter or by personal visit to 
albany. What is clear is that this was a 
sad day for the city of White Plains and 
that this vote of no confidence raises more 

questions than it answers.  
In the end, will life be any different for 

the residents of the city of White Plains? 
Probably not, as most cities, White Plains 
has such a firmly entrenched infrastruc-
ture that the city and it’s commissioners 
could run the city and probably not be any 
worse for wear.

The fiscal trouble White Plains is 
suffering is no different from any other 
city in america. While it is certain that 
Mayor Bradley is distracted as a result 
of his legal problems, one doubts if he 
was more focused that whether it would 
or could solve the economic woes of the 
city. White Plains will emerge from the 
economic downturn in it’s own time 
whether the mayor is a convicted criminal 
or not. The common council is entitled 
to their opinion and they exercised it as 
is their constitutional right. again, one 
wonders what the outcome for White 
Plains and Mayor Bradley would have 
been, if they rallied around the Mayor 
and the city. The next move will more 
than likely be a letter to the newly minted 
Governor andrew cuomo. Will he 
remove Bradley or will he not? Like the 
rest of White Plains, we’ll just sit and wait 
this one out.

White Plains Common Council 
Votes to Recall Mayor
By Nancy King

Mayor Adam Bradley
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*Not all programs offered at both campuses.

Earning a Master’s Degree or Advanced Certificate 
Can be your Strategy for Success

Whether you are thinking about changing fields or advancing in your current line of work, Long Island University’s 
Westchester and Rockland Graduate Campuses offer a broad array of graduate programs to prepare you.

Choose from*:
• Teacher Education • Educational Leadership • Business Administration (M.B.A.)

• Pharmaceutics • School Psychology and School Counseling
• Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family Therapy • Health and Public Administration
• Library and Information Science (offered by The Palmer School of Library and Information Science) 

We provide a supportive environment and programs of study that are tailored to fit the needs 
of working professionals. Many generous scholarships are available for our students.

Attend Our Open Houses
Wednesday, January 5

1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
- Application fee is waived for attendees. 

- Bring your transcripts to see if you qualify 
for on-the-spot acceptance into a Master’s 
Degree or Advanced Certificate program.

ROCKLAND GRADUATE CAMPUS

Call 845-450-5403 or 
e-mail rockland@liu.edu to reserve a seat

WESTCHESTER GRADUATE CAMPUS

Call 914-831-2700 or 
e-mail westchester@liu.edu to reserve a seat

 GOVERNMENT—WHITHER WESTCHESTER

What would 
you say if I were 
to tell you that 
some Westchester 

residents pay millions in taxes year in and 
year out because of the county’s archaic 
multilayered government? Those familiar 
with Westchester county’s bewildering 
tax structure will shrug and say, “so, what 
else is new?” 

There are 3,141 counties or 
county equivalents (Louisiana calls 
them “parishes”) in the united states. 
Westchester has the unenviable record 
of paying the highest taxes of any of 
this country’s tax-collecting entities. Not 
just in the state of New York, or in the 
Northeast—Westchester’s are the highest 
taxes among all counties in the nation. 

Westchester includes six cities, 19 
towns, 20 villages and about 50 unin-
corporated hamlets. The census Bureau 
calls hamlets cDPs (census-Designated 
Places)--statistical units that physically 
resemble incorporated villages but lack a 

separate municipal government.
Most Westchester residents pay three 

levels of taxes: to county, to town or city, 
and to school district. about 200,000 
residents of villages pay a fourth level of 
taxes--for which they get nothing that 
residents in towns outside the villages do 
not get. Village taxes on average are the 
second largest component of villagers’ tax 
bills, school taxes being the first.

It may come as a surprise to readers 
to learn that some of the most desir-
able communities in Westchester are 
not incorporated villages but are unin-
corporated hamlets. One Westchester 
community whose junior and senior high 
schools are consistently chosen as “best 
in Westchester” by U.S. News & World 
Report is edgemont, an unincorporated 
hamlet in the town of Greenburgh, 
burdened with no village superstructure 
or extra layer of village taxation. 

similarly, chappaqua, a relocation 
destination to which many Westchester 
residents often aspire for its quality of 

life and highly regarded school system, is 
an unincorporated hamlet. Then there’s 
affluent Katonah, another desirable 
hamlet without that onerous fourth level 
of taxation. 

how did Westchester’s government 
get so convoluted? Let’s explore the coun-
ty’s irrational complexity that contributes 
to its tax problems. 

Cities
Westchester’s six cities are the result 

of the outgrowth of the populations of 
incorporated villages, with one excep-
tion: Originally a town, Yonkers became 
Westchester’s first city in 1872 after 
sprawling rural portions of Kingsbridge 
and riverdale were separated from it. 
steadily growing since 1990, and now 
fourth in population among New York’s 
cities, Yonkers may yet dislodge rochester 
and its declining population from third 
place. Mount Vernon incorporated as a 
city in 1892 and New rochelle in 1899. 
Latecomers to the ranks of the county’s 

cities were White Plains (1916), Peekskill 
(1940) and rye (1942). residents of cities 
pay three levels of taxation.

Towns
When Westchester was organized 

as a county in 1788, it was divided into 
20 large towns containing an uncounted 
number of small hamlets, as a result of 
splits and combinations, it now numbers 
19 towns. These vary in population from 
Pound ridge’s almost minuscule 4,948 
to Greenburgh’s impressive 90,467. 
residents of towns outside of villages pay 
three levels of taxation.

Over the years, Westchester’s towns 
have shown great malleability. In 1808, 
stephen Town, named after stephen Van 
cortlandt, changed its name to somers 
to honor richard somers, a naval hero 
in the war against the Barbary coast 
pirates. (Locally, the name is pronounced 
“summers,” rather than “sohmers.”)

The town of Lower salem became 
south salem in 1806, but changed its 
name to Lewisboro in 1840 after John 
Lewis gave the town $10,000 for its 
schools. In 1791, the town of New castle 
was created from the northern part of 
North castle. The section of somers

Continued on page 8 

Part One: Cursed by Irrational Complexity
By Robert Scott
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south of the croton river was added 
in 1845. That same year, the town of 
Ossining was carved out of the northern 
part of Mount Pleasant.

Town/Villages
Three Westchester communities 

have taken advantage of New York state 
law to become anomalous town/villages. 
scarsdale, originally a town dating from 
1788, became a town/village in 1916. 
harrison, also one of the original towns, 
became a town/village in 1977 to preclude 
the secession of the hamlet of Purchase as 
an incorporated village. Mount Kisco, a 
village straddling the line that separates 
the towns of Bedford and New castle, 
solved the problem caused by this division 
and became a town/village in 1978. For 
statistical purposes, the census Bureau 
treats town/villages as towns.

Villages
It did not take long after Westchester 

county was formed in 1788 for hamlets to 
seek a separate identity by formally incor-
porating as villages and collecting village 
taxes. In 1813, Ossining—then called 
sing sing--became Westchester’s first 
incorporated village. Peekskill followed 
three years later. 

In southern Westchester, Mt. Vernon 
became a village in 1851 and New 
rochelle in 1859. By the end of the 19th 
century, Westchester had 20 tax-collecting 
villages. Five more were added during the 
20th century. The latest, rye Brook, was 
created in 1982 from an unincorporated 
section of the town of rye. 

Today, a total of 20 villages are scat-
tered throughout Westchester. Villages 

come in all sizes, mostly petite or small. 
Three have populations of less than 5,000: 
Buchanan (2,252), elmsford (4,769) and 
ardsley (4,853). Fourteen have popula-
tions of less than 10,000, and 17 less than 
12,000. Only three can be called large: 
Mamaroneck (18,456), Ossining (23,930) 
and Port chester (28,195). all impose a 
fourth layer of taxation.

No matter what their size, each of 
Westchester’s villages is top-heavy with 
a superstructure of highly paid managers 
and department heads. each also has its 
own police, fire, recreation and garbage-
collecting public works departments, 
many of which duplicate identical services 
offered by the towns in which they are 
located.

Facing the future in the 21st century, 
Westchester’s antiquated small villages 
lack the potential for population growth. 
Too costly and outmoded to justify their 
continued existence, they only add to the 
county’s heavy tax burden. consider the 
string of villages that stretches along the 
hudson between Yonkers and Peekskill. 
so uniform are they in their consolida-
tion, a motorist driving through these 
villages along the old albany Post road is 
hard-pressed to discern where one village 
leaves off and the next village begins. 

There’s a way of removing the onerous 
fourth level of village taxation. under 
New York state’s Village Law, a village 
can vote to dissolve itself. This simple 
process is described in “The high cost 
of Villaging,” the second part of this 
two-part series. Look for it in next week’s 
Westchester Guardian. 

Robert Scott, a retired book publisher, is an 
editor and writer.

Cursed by Irrational Complexity

host your own radio show!
New prime time available  
on both Whitney stations!

• complete metro tri-state coverage! Powerful new transmitters!
• hour and half hour prime time avails on both WVOX and WVIP.  
First come, first served! • special rates: for educational … religious 

… Public affairs … Discussion … Music shows … health & 
Wellness … Multicultural (english language and others!).

reserve Now!
contact: David O’shaughnessy 914-636-1460

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why Can’t the City of New Rochellel 
Make Sense? 
Dear Mr. aris:

I often ask myself is all the hype 
about development worth it? Well let’s 
take a look. The New rochelle mall was 
transformed into New roc city. Then 
came avalon I and avalon II. Then 
came Trump Plaza. all these things were 
supposed to bring more revenue to the 
city of New rochelle. The fact is that 
this has not happened.

Not only that, the city gave these 
developers tax abatements and other 
tax incentives because the developers 
were able to convince the city officials 
that sales tax revenue would increase. 
unfortunately, our city officials did not 
rely on the old adage that a bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush. The bird 
in the hand was the property and school 
tax revenue lost by not adhering to this 
adage.

The city is considering renewing 
two proposals: Lecount square and 
echo Bay and also considering two addi-
tional proposals: 17 Locust avenue and 
church-Division. all of these are consid-
ering tax reductions. 

In view of these current proposals, 
isn’t it fair to ask if the city has learned 
from the past?

sincerely,
George Imburgia
New rochelle, NY

It’s A Wonderful Life
Bob Weir’s December 09 column, 

“It’s a Wonderful Life” was both timely 
and appropriate for the season. “It’s a 
wonderful life” was an epic film that 
captured the innocence, traditions and 
values of an america long past. The 
essence of Frank capra’s masterpiece was 
of a nation and people, who although 
flawed and found wanting, still perse-
vered. It was their simple goodness, 
decency, and inner strength that acted as a 
bulwark against the onslaught of evil and 
negative powers. 

But the film also speaks to a time 
when hollywood and the titans of the 
entertainment industry had reverence and 
respect, not only for the values and tradi-
tions of the american people, but also the 
spiritual aspect of their lives. The capra’s 
and DeMille’s, among others of their 
craft, portrayed the trials and tribulations 
of a people whose lives revolved around 
family, friends, and especially their God. 
religion was paid all due respect, and was 
portrayed in a positive light. We’ve come 
a long way since then, and sadly have left 
far too much behind.

Bob Pascarella
The Bronx, NY 10466

The editor welcomes and shamelessly solicits your perspective. Let everyone know 
what is on your mind. Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WhYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing to between 350 
and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone contact is requested for verification 
purpose only. a Letter to the Editor will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space 
permits. a maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.

Letters to the Editor

... for beginners
• Get Fit
• Build Self-Confi dence
• Self Defense

5 PROSPECT AVE. • GROUND FL. • WHITE PLAINS

914.426.0359

Join Our Classes Now
Men,Women, Children belmars.com

http://www.belmars.com
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 MOVIE REVIEWS

Movie Review: “The Fighter” (+)
Good but not very good. Fight movies don’t vary much in their story line even when they are based on a true 

story as is this one. The picture broke no new ground, but if you are a movie buff and are looking to add another 
round to your repertoire, go see it. The acting, while not phenomenal, is professional and interesting.

Dicky (christian Bale) had been a boxer with apparently some hope of becoming a contender. he is now a 
crackhead and coaches his younger brother, Micky (Mark Wahlberg), also a fighter. Their mother, alice (Melissa 
Leo), is a dominating harpy who is doing a terrible job of managing Micky’s career. alice is also the mother of 
seven girls, all of whom look like the witches in shakespeare’s Macbeth. Fate steps in. When Dicky goes to jail 
for drug possession and assaulting a police officer, Micky allows his career to be taken over by a more professional 
operation. he begins to win more bouts. he also meets and falls in love with charlene (amy adams) who plays 
her role superbly.

as I said initially, the movie never took me to new heights or opened new vistas. On the other hand, I did not 
pray, as I sometimes do during a film, for divine intervention to bring it to a quick close.

henry stern said: “I didn’t think the movie was all that bad. It’s interesting to see Marky Mark all grown 
up, and he is a good actor. his girlfriend was excellent, and his mother insufferable. You had to remember 
that she was an actress, and not a bad person herself. I liked seeing the streets of Lowell, Ma, and hearing 
the rhythms of street people. The author must be a misogynist, for the seven sisters are witches. Of course 
you know our Micky will end up all right. If he didn’t, who would pay to see the movie? Masochists?” 
 
 

Movie Review: “All Good Things” (+)
This is an extraordinary movie allegedly based on a true and bizarre story. The acting of the principals is 

terrific and, on occasion, terrifying. 
In her New York Times review, Manohla Dargis reported that the bad things (referring to evil events) in the 

film “are part of a strange case named David Marks, a fictional character based on robert a. Durst, the true-life 
son of a New York real estate developer, seymour Durst.”

The story involves two missing women and the murder and dismemberment of one man. David (ryan 
Gosling) is tried for the homicide and found not guilty. The charge of first degree murder was not proven beyond 
a reasonable doubt to the Texas jury. he is convicted, however, of stuffing the murdered man’s body into bags and 
disposing of them illegally. 

The movie is one big flashback. The seemingly normal David is the older son of sanford Marks (Frank 
Langella). he resents his domineering father and marries a beautiful, intelligent young woman from Long Island, 
Katie (Kirsten Dunst). David seems to be getting more bizarre with each passing day. after the disappearance of 
Katie (still an unsolved presumed murder as is the case of another woman closely involved with David) he ends 
up in Texas dressing as a woman and advising everyone, by writing on a notepad, that he is mute, unable to speak. 

I found the docudrama extraordinarily involving and highly recommend it to you. a Krafft-ebing clinical 
case. I have deliberately not laid out the chronology in detail, because I want you to enjoy the shocks as they are 
revealed.

henry stern said: “This is a striking movie of life among nouveau riche New Yorkers, one of whom is both 
psychotic and malicious. The Dursts whom I have met in real life are fine and generous people. I recommend the 
movie strongly as a combination of life and art, in a setting close to us. 

“Watching the film seemed a bit like prying into personal problems. however, the public exposure of the 
effect of the family’s wealth and influence on the pursuit of justice, as well as the susceptibility of elected offi-
cials to pressure makes “all Good Things” into a public service, if what they show in the movie is true. I suspect 
enough of it is true to create a scandal, but that the good Dursts should not be judged by the evil done by a very 
sick puppy.”

check out videos of these and other reviews on my website, Mayor at the Movies website. and don’t forget 
to follow me on Twitter! Let him know your thoughts by directing email to eikoch@bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch
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10. The 
Les Hooper 
Band Live 
at Typhoon 
(Hooperman 
Records)

Les Hooper is a seven-time Grammy 
nominee and an emmy and clio award-
winning composer. Based in the Los 
angeles area, hooper has done albums, 
movies, TV, commercials, orchestral 
commissions, and live performances, 
including the Grammy awards show 
from New York. he has published more 
than ninety pieces of music and won 
several film festival awards. hooper’s 
Live at Typhoon is a marvelous big band, 
slamming affair with diverse covers of 
Miles Davis’ “Freddie Freeloader” and 
the average white Band’s “Pick up the 
Pieces.”

9. Wide Hive 
Players Wide 
Hive Players 
(Wide Hive 
Records)

 
Wide Hive Players are a collective group 
that possesses the talented rhythm section 
of Matt Montgomery and Thomas 
McCree, horn players Mike rinta (of 
the Tommy castro Band) Doug rowan, 
and Tim Hyland who all contribute to 
create a sound respectful of past tradi-
tion and yet pushing towards new musical 
boundaries. also significantly lending 
poignant soul on two compositions is 
vocalist Faye Carol. Label owner Greg 
Howe’s compositions and production 
work are outstanding. For example check 
out the closing “Follow My Lead.” Look 
for this Wide hive gang to be back on my 
2011 top ten with their just released Wide 

hive Players II Guitar, featuring harvey 
Mandel, Barry Finnerty, Larry coryell, 
and the outstanding calvin Keys!

8. Christian 
Howes with 
Robben 
Ford Out 
of the Blue 
(Resonance 
Records)

howes is a far-reaching and talented 
violinist who covers a bevy of styles on this 
multi-genre recording. There are three 
howes originals, the remaining tunes 
feature titles authored by Fats Domino, 
Chick Corea, Horace Silver, Carla 
Bley, Ornette Coleman, and others. On 
eight tracks howes is joined by guitarist 
robben Ford who sounds magnificent 
throughout and, as expected, displays a 
more jazzy tone on this eclectic recording.

7. Ray 
Charles Rare 
Genius:The 
Undiscovered 
Masters 
(Concord 
Music Group)

right out 
of the box ray’s band is slamming on 
“Love’s Gonna Bite You Back,” which has 
ballad moments, but it’s also infectiously 
funky, recorded in 1980 with unknown 
musician credits. There’s a great walking 
bass line for charles to sing and play 
over on “It hurts To Be In Love” with 
a smoking big band. here ray is at his 
teasing best vocally on this recording, 
done at a different session in 1980, 
again with unknown musician credits. 
Jump to 1995 on “I’m Gonna Keep On 
singin’.” This is also sumptuously funky. 
ray’s vocal ramblings are a joy as are the 
supporting female background singers. 
Then the horns kick in on this grooving 
track that is my favorite. Once again the 
musicians are unknown.

Backwards in time to 1990 for 
“There’ll Be some changes Made” which 
is a blues number with Keb’ Mo’ brought 
in to add a very tasteful guitar solo. Very 
nice! Larry Goldings’ soulful B-3 is a 
2010 addition on “Isn’t It Wonderful” 
where naughty ray is at it again, taunting 
his lady and saying, “We ought to be 
getting it on.” even though I wasn’t 
crazy about the duet with Johnny Cash 
on “Why Me, Lord.” authored by Kris 
Kristofferson, the tune that closes Rare 
Genius is not a momentous occasion, but 
rather cash singing lead with ray filling 
in here and there.

6. Kenny 
Wayne 
Shepherd 
Band Live! 
In Chicago 
(Roadrunner 
Records)

The first five tracks, including four 
originals, are performed by the current 
KWs band with no guests and they are 
quite impressive. “somehow, somewhere, 
someway” starts in solid groove. Then 
in a blink of an eye it shifts into “King’s 
highway.” shepherd takes it down a 
notch and then gradually raises the 
volume and explodes with Noah Hunt’s 
vocals impressively nudging shepherd on. 
“King’s highway” segues into “True Lies” 
with shepherd and the entire band raging 
and breathing fire.

The KWs band takes a much 
deserved break and breezes into “Deja 
Voodoo,” where riley Osbourn’s 
keyboards are jazzy and soulful and the 
interplay with shepherd is extremely 
tasty. This extraordinary song suddenly 
becomes great driving music when hunt’s 
vocals ignite the band and shepherd starts 
to roar, eventually throwing his guitar into 
overload. Wow, powerful stuff here! Next 
up It’s B.B. King’s “sell My Monkey,” 
where the band is not at its prior song’s 
high volume, but, man, are they so very 

comfortable with this blues classic and 
flying low to the ground at breakneck 
speed.

Okay, here come the guest spots. First 
up is Buddy Flett’s seductive “Dance 
For Me Girl,” which really fits well with 
the previous five tunes. By the way, Flett 
is no stranger to shepherd, Flett’s band 
the Bluebirds backed a twelve-year-old 
shepherd. willie “Big eyes” Smith sings 
and plays harp on Jimmy reed’s “Baby, 
Don’t say That No More” and smith’s 
own “eye to eye.” Both tunes are not 
memorable. I guess its payback time for 
Bryan Lee who once gave a thirteen-
year-old shepherd a spot to jam with 
Lee in New Orleans. Lee sings and plays 
guitar on “how Many More Years” and 
“sick and Tired,” where it’s evident that 
the KWs band is not nearly as playful as 
they were with their own material and 
song selections. Hubert Sumlin steps 
up vocally and with his guitar on his 
own “Feed Me” and sans vocals with the 
wolf ’s “rocking Daddy” where Noah 
hunt’s vocals are inspiring, and hubert is 
spot on his game.

For the concluding two songs it’s 
back to just the KWs band. Their orig-
inal “Blue On Black” is a southern rock 
ballad that’s executed hauntingly with 
hunt’s enthralling vocals and shepherd’s 
passionate guitar bursts. Last up is a 
raucous cover of as slim harpo’s “I’m a 
King Bee” that just is balls to the wall and 
had to be either the set closer or encore 
– whew!

5. Grateful 
Dead Road 
Trips Vol. 3 
No.2 Austin 
11/15/71 
(Rhino)

The Dead’s historian Blair Jackson 
is dead on stating that the band was 
adjusting to their latest addition Keith 
Godchaux (sans his wife Donna who 
would follow him later). Godchaux 
added a new dimension to the band 
and the Dead seemingly were enjoying 
Godchaux’s dexterity, which propelled 
them to mightier heights. Jerry Garcia is 
spot on throughout and phil Lesh is right 
there with Jerry every step of the way! 
It’s also noteworthy to mention that this 
edition of the band is a five-piece unit and 
I for one adore the economics and non-
cluttered sound this finely honed unit 

THE SOUNDS OFBLUE By Bob Putignano

My Top Ten cDs of 2010
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accomplished. unfortunately pigpen had 
health issues and was not a part of these 
performances, and even though I find it 
hard to say this, he is not missed on this 
recording. Long story short, if you are like 
me and dig this era of the Dead, you will 
love this recording. If you are unfamiliar 
with the Dead, this box set is a great place 
to zone into. Last, but not least, don’t 
forget to try to find a copy with that now 
out-of-print bonus disc!

4. George 
Thorogood and 
the Destroyers 
Live In 
Boston, 1982 
(Rounder) 

George and his Destroyers lived hard 
and obviously partied mightily. They also 
played that much harder and faster than 
most of their contemporaries. This special 
experience is captured perfectly. It’s also 
down and dirty, just the way you’d expect 
it to be and more. The sound quality is 
remarkable and the mix with the audience 
is extremely well balanced. Throw this 
sucker on at your next party, it will defi-
nitely bring out the head-bangers. Then 
pull up the carpets and let the dancing 
begin. Word of warning: if you live in an 
apartment building it will either annoy 
your neighbors or have them knocking 
at your door to party. Kudos to rounder 
records’ scott Billington for unearthing 
this gem nearly thirty years after the date 
of performance. The wait was well worth 
it. enjoy the hard rocking and rolling 
ride!

3. Lee 
Ritenour 6 
String Theory 
(Concord 
Music Group) 

 
This album displays more blues than one 
might expect from the fleet fingers of 
the jazz guitarist Lee ritenour. This all-
star blast features well-known bluesmen 
Keb’ Mo’, Taj Mahal, robert Cray, 
the great B.B. King, plus blues-rockers 
Jonny Lang and Joe Bonamassa. Jazz 
cats John Scofield, pat Martino, Joey 

DeFrancesco, George Benson, and Mike 
Stern also display their wizardry. rockers 
Neal Schon, Slash, Steve Lukather, 
and country rocking Vince Gil add their 
unique colors to this surprisingly fine disc.

Too often I am leery of all-star collec-
tions such as 6 String Theory, but this one’s 
a beauty. considering the musical territo-
ries covered, this disc flows remarkably 
well. rit fits in like a glove throughout 
and shows himself to be an adaptive pro 
on guitar. so much so, I could potentially 
see Clapton calling on ritenour for his 
next crossroads festival. how’s that?

2. The Derek 
Trucks Band 
Roadsongs 
(Sony 
Masterworks)

 
This two-cD set captures the still-
young Derek Trucks and his band in fine 
fashion and tight throughout. Originals 
like “I’ll Find My Way” and “Get What 
You Deserve” stand out, but it’s on Trucks’ 
interpretations of Mongo Santamaria’s 
“afro Blue,” Big Bill Broonzy’s “Key To 
the highway,” allen Toussaint’s “Get 
Out My Life Woman” that segues into 
Hendrix’ “Who Knows,” and clapton 
and Bobby whitlock’s “anyday” that will 
have your house on fire! highly recom-
mended listening.

1. Ronnie Earl 
Spread the 
Love (Stony 
Plain)

I’ve always 
been a ronnie 
earl fan. 
ever since he 
departed roomful of Blues, earl has 
showcased a dynamic talent that even-
tually propelled him to winning two 
handy awards for best guitarist and 
accolades from fans and musician peers 
around the world. On spread the Love 
earl covers albert Collins’ “Backstroke,” 
Kenny Burrell’s “chitlins con carne,” 
and Duke pearson’s exquisite “cristo 
rendentor.” spread the Love is definitely 
earl’s best work in quite some time, his 
guitar playing is his voice and vocals. 
simply stated, this amazingly gifted 

guitarist does not and should not record 
with vocalists anymore! Now if we could 
only get him back out on the road.

Bob Putignano is a senior contrib-
uting editor at BluesWax. He is also the 
heart of WFDU’s Sounds of Blues at www.

SoundsofBlue.com. Bob would like to hear 
your thoughts about his Top Ten and your 
own. You can email Bob at: Bob8003@
yahoo.com.

Aksel Jarosz is the 1-year-old son of   
two of  Mount Vernon’s Finest,  

Cheryl and Alex Jarosz,  
both life long residents of  Mount Vernon.  

In early December of  2010 Aksel was  
diagnosed with leukemia and is in need of  
blood to support his recovery.  Although  

Aksel needs Type B– blood, all blood types 
are needed to replenish the  

local blood supply.  
The Mount Vernon Police Department and  

Mount Vernon Police Association are  
holding a Blood Drive in Honor of  Aksel.   

Anyone who is eligible to donate is asked to 
show up and support this great cause.  

 
Let’s give back to those that have given so 

much to the Mount Vernon Community.   
Donate the gift of  life in honor of  Aksel. 

You must be between 16 and 75 years of age. 
If 76 and over, you may donate with a note from your physician. 

16- year-old donors require parental permission or consent  
on the New York Blood Center form (available at drive). 

You must weigh at least 110 pounds.   
Please eat and be well hydrated before donating.   

If you have medical eligibility questions, please call 1-800-688-0900.

Blood Drive  
Monday, January 3, 2011 

12:00pm to 8:30pm 
Elks Lodge #707 

88 W Lincoln Ave., Mount Vernon NY 

For more information on this great cause please contact the New York Blood Center at  
914-784-4643.  To schedule an appointment to donate blood at the blood drive please call  

914-355-9110 or email RockOnAksel@gmail.com with your name, contact information and a 
desired donation time. You will be contacted to actually schedule the time of  your appointment.  

THE SOUNDS OF BLUE: My Top Ten CDs of 2010

www.SoundsofBlue.com
www.SoundsofBlue.com
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Public support 
for President Obama 
increased last week as 

a result of his successful negotiations 
with the republicans. he gave the 
republicans what they wanted -- a two-
year extension of the Bush tax cuts for 
millionaires and to the top one percent of 
taxpayers, 26.8 percent of the extended 
tax reductions. 

The President’s compromise with 
the republicans also included the reduc-
tion in the estate tax from 55 percent to 
35 percent plus increasing the nontax-
able estate from one to five million for a 
single person and two to ten million for 
couples.  several commentators say these 
measures should help spur the economy, 
which if it happens will help President 
Obama get reelected in 2012.

My own belief is that the estate tax, 
called the death tax by republicans, 
should not be at a higher rate than 

individuals pay as income taxes. The 
republican argument that the deceased 
have already paid income taxes on the 
wealth they have earned has some merit. 
republicans say that those seeking 
higher income taxes on the wealthy 
are engaging in class warfare. senator 
schumer has defined wealthy as having 
an income of $1 million or more. 

republicans should realize, however, 
that we do have a progressive income 
tax where the wealthy are expected to 
pay more. regrettably, as I have pointed 
out in a prior commentary, many of the 
wealthy do not. One of the least known 
tax injustices was revealed by The New 
York Times when it pointed out that 
the top 400 taxpayers who earned $250 
million on average in 2005 paid income 
taxes at a 17.2 percent rate. That rate 
is lower than that of a family making 
between $50,000 and $75,000 a year, 
which is 17.4 percent. It is a continuing 

outrage that under our tax code some of 
the wealthy pay a lower percentage of 
income taxes than the middle class.

however, the republicans and 
Independents who now say nice things 
about the President and are deliriously 
happy that he abandoned his left-wing 
Democratic base will not in all prob-
ability be part of the reelect Obama 
campaign. They will not carry his peti-
tion to get him on state ballots or 
ultimately vote for him. his Democratic 
base will probably come back to him 
between now and 2012, there being no 
Democrat on the horizon interested in 
running against him. 

Nevertheless, the intense anger 
directed at the President was reflected 
in the house Democratic caucus when 
only one Democrat supported his tax 
package which now includes all the 
Bush tax cuts. It was shocking for many 
Democrats that at the bill signing which 
every republican legislative leader 
attended, neither speaker Nancy Pelosi 
nor Majority Leader harry reid put in 
an appearance. 

I found it amusing that when the 
President announced the names of those 
joining him at the signing ceremony, 
he used their full names until he got 
to Mitch Mcconnell, the republican 
Minority Leader, referring to him simply 
as “Mitch.” up to now Mitch was “Dr. 
No,” and someone the President had not 
met with for 18 months.

On the other hand, the President 
may still find the Democratic house 
caucus returning to his corner as a 
result of the enormous success he had in 
putting together the coalition, including 
eight republicans, that voted to end the 
“Don’t ask, Don’t Tell” legislation. The 
bill passed by a 65 to 31 margin giving 

gays and lesbians in the military the right 
to serve with honor without concealing 
their sexuality.

I was sorry to see the so-called 
“Dream act” defeated which would have 
given a path to citizenship to those, who 
as children, were illegally brought into 
this country by their parents. The Times 
described the bill as a “path to citizen-
ship for certain illegal immigrants who 
came to the united states as children, 
completed two years of college or mili-
tary service and met other requirements, 
including passing a criminal background 
check.” The bill received a positive vote 
of 55 to 41, but not the super majority of 
60 needed to avoid the filibuster, and was 
withdrawn.

I oppose amnesty for adults respon-
sible for their actions who illegally enter 
this country. however, I support it 
for children who were brought here. I 
believe the republicans will rethink their 
position next year as 2012 approaches, 
and they worry more about the hispanic 
vote. If the Dream act becomes their 
number one issue, they will likely reward 
the more supportive Democrats with 
their votes rather than republicans who 
blocked the bill’s passage. 

President Obama, through luck, 
talent, and a clintonian ability to adapt 
to new times, appears to have the prover-
bial nine lives of a cat. If the President’s 
compromises turn the economy around, 
resulting in his reelection, then he will 
have the last laugh in 2012.

Let Mayor Koch know your thoughts 
by directing email to eikoch@bryancave.
com.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch 
served New York City as its 105th Mayor 
from 1978 to 1989.

 ED KOCH OPED

Ed Koch Commentary: Resurrection By Ed Koch
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sometimes the 
most effective way to 
deal with a bully is 
to simply pop him in 
the chops. While it 
may not shut him up 

entirely, it usually gives him pause before 
he resumes flapping his toxic jaws. It also 
has the effect of showing the other kids 
in the schoolyard that they have nothing 
to fear. Though the bully struts about 
projecting the tough-guy image, he’s typi-
cally the most insecure pansy on the block.

such is the case with the bullies over 
at the fringe-left southern Poverty Law 
center. having been recently “popped 
in the chops,” if you will, for a series of 
hyperbolic and disingenuous “anti-gay 
hate group” slurs against a dozen-or-so of 
america’s most well respected christian 
and conservative organizations – the 
sPLc now finds itself publicly struggling, 
outside of an extremist left-wing echo 
chamber, to salvage a modicum of main-
stream credibility.

In response to the sPLc’s unprovoked 
attacks, a unified coalition of more than 
150 top conservative and christian leaders 
across the country has launched a shock-
and-awe “start Debating, stop hating” 
media blitz to educate america about the 
sPLc’s ad hominem, politically driven 
smear campaign.

The mainstream pro-family conglom-
erate already includes presumptive speaker 
of the house John Boehner, former presi-
dential contender Mike huckabee, four 
current u.s. senators, three governors, 20 
current or newly elected members of the 
house of representatives and many more.

as the controversy wears on and the 
facts become public, the moribund sPLc 
has understandably become increasingly 
defensive, strongly suggesting that it has 
come to regret this gross political over-
reach. catch the tiger by the tail, you get 
the teeth.

still, lazily labeling its ideological 
adversaries “hate groups” has yet to satisfy 
the anti-christian law center. It’s taken 
the slander even further down petty path, 
launching a succession of amateurish 
personal attacks against a number of indi-
vidual christian advocates (to include 

yours truly). This is a clear sign that the 
sexual relativist left recognizes that it’s 
losing the debate on the merits.

Indeed, the sPLc’s poorly constructed 
analysis bears deconstructing, but first I’ll 
make a prediction. The center has yet to 
pin its official “sPLc designated hate 
group” badge of honor on either me or 
Liberty counsel, the civil rights group 
with which I’m affiliated.

somehow we were able only to earn 
the equally deceptive lower ranking of 
“anti-gay.” I suspect this is because I’ve 
been a primary public critic of the center’s 
feeble “hate group” crusade. even the far-
left understands that premature retaliation 
would betray dishonest political motives.

still – and you heard it here first – 
within the next year or two (maybe less) 
the sPLc will move to even the score by 
tagging Liberty counsel an “official hate 
group.” at that point – and beyond the 
question: “If the sPLc calls you a ‘hate 
group’ in the forest and no one hears it, 
does it make a sound?” – any remaining 
media outlet that may wish to treat the 
center as an objective arbiter of “hate” will 
do so at grave risk to its own credibility.

Nonetheless, the sPLc has begun to 
grease the skids. Quotes cherry picked, 
taken out of context and misapplied are 
a powerful tool of the propagandist. such 
are the Maoist techniques of the sPLc. 
among other things, here’s what the group 
has said about me:

“Barber suggested against all the 
evidence that there were only a ‘miniscule 
number’ of anti-gay hate crimes …”

Let me be clear: I didn’t “suggest” there 
were a “miniscule number of anti-gay hate 
crimes” in 2007. I proved it. I merely cited 
the FBI’s own statistics which demon-
strate the fact beyond any serious debate. 
Let’s look at “all the evidence” to which the 
sPLc refers. here’s what I actually wrote 
in the Washington Times:

“consider that according to the latest 
FBI statistics, out of 1.4 million violent 
crimes in 2007; there were a mere 247 
cases of aggravated assault (including 
five deaths) reportedly motivated by the 
victim’s sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. There is zero evidence to suggest that, 
where appropriate, perpetrators were not 

prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law 
in every instance.”

a bit different than the sPLc 
portrayal, no? Let’s do the math:

approximately 247 aggravated “hate 
crime” assaults, taken within the context 
of 1.4 million violent crimes means that 
exactly 0.017643 percent of violent crimes 
in 2007 were “anti-gay hate crimes.” a 
miniscule number? You be the judge.

continued the sPLc:
“Barber had argued that given ‘medical 

evidence about the dangers of homosexu-
ality,’ it should be considered ‘criminally 
reckless for educators to teach children that 
homosexual conduct is a normal, safe and 
perfectly acceptable alternative.’”

Note that the sPLc neither identi-
fies nor addresses the “medical evidence 
about the dangers of homosexuality.” It’s 
no wonder. again, the evidence proves the 
case beyond any serious debate.

For instance, a recent study released 
by the centers for Disease control and 
Prevention finds that, as a direct result of 
the demonstrably high-risk and biologi-
cally incongruous act of male-male anal 
sodomy, one-in-five “gay” and “bisexual” 
men in american cities have been infected 
with hIV/aIDs.

If five people got into a car and were 
told that one of them wasn’t going to 
survive the drive, how quickly do you 
suppose they’d scatter? Yet we systemati-
cally promote celebration of homosexual 
conduct in our public schools.

criminally reckless? You be the judge.
Or consider that current u.s. health 

regulations prohibit men who have sex 
with men (MsM – aka “gays”) from 
donating blood. Further studies conducted 
by the cDc and the Food and Drug 
administration categorically confirm that 
if MsM were permitted to give blood, the 
general population would be placed at risk.

according to the FDa: “[‘Gay’ men] 
have an hIV prevalence 60 times higher 
than the general population, 800 times 
higher than first-time blood donors and 
8,000 times higher than repeat blood 
donors.”

The FDa further warns: “[‘Gay’ men] 
also have an increased risk of having other 
infections that can be transmitted to others 

by blood transfusion. For example, infec-
tion with the hepatitis B virus is about 
5-6 times more common, and hepatitis 
c virus infections are about 2 times more 
common in [‘gay’ men] than in the general 
population.”

a 2007 cDc study further rocked the 
homosexual activist community, finding 
that, although “gay” men comprise only 
1-to-2 percent of the population, they 
account for an epidemic 64 percent of all 
syphilis cases.

again I ask: Is it “criminally reckless” 
to indoctrinate children into this poten-
tially deadly lifestyle?

again I say: You be the judge.
so, according to its own “hate group” 

standard, the sPLc is left one of three 
possible choices: either it remains consis-
tent, tagging the cDc, the FDa and 
the FBI with its pejorative “hate group” 
moniker; it offers a public retraction and 
apology for its attacks against me and 
other christians; or it remains silent while 
its credibility continues to swirl down the 
toilet bowl of irrelevancy.

still, the sPLc has done a significant 
disservice to its homosexual propagan-
dist and sexual relativist allies. My friend 
Gary Glenn with the american Family 
association of Michigan (a “hate group” 
target of the sPLc) sums it up nicely:

“The sPLc’s demonization of groups 
that tell the truth about the public health 
implications of homosexual behavior may 
be the biggest boon we’ve seen in years 
to efforts to publicize those health conse-
quences. We welcome this opportunity. 
The sPLc has provided a public service 
by focusing attention and discussion on 
the severe public health consequences of 
homosexual behavior.”

Indeed, the sPLc and its allies are 
flailing violently as they swim upstream 
against a torrent of settled science, 
thousands of years of history and the 
unwavering moral precepts of every major 
world religion.

It’s little wonder they’ve resorted to 
childish name calling.

Matt Barber is an attorney concentrating 
in constitutional law. he is author of the 
book “The Right Hook – From the Ring to 
the Culture War” and serves as Director of 
cultural affairs with Liberty counsel. 
send comments to Matt at jmattbarber@
comcast.net / Facebook.com/jmattbarber / 
Twitter@jmattbarber (This information is 
provided for identification purposes only.) 

SPLC: Medical Science, Christianity Equal ‘Hate’
By J. Matt Barber
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a runaway train 
is speeding out 

of control and in its path are innocent 
people. They’ve worked all their lives to 
raise families and build businesses, and 
now everything is in jeopardy. Put away 
your popcorn, though, because sadly I’m 
not talking about the latest big-screen 
thriller from Denzel Washington. The 
real-life danger is a government gravy 
train that’s hauling extravagant salaries, 
unfunded pensions, lifetime health bene-
fits and administrative waste. It runs on 
property taxes, it can’t get enough and it’s 
on a collision course with the economy.

Local property taxes in New York are 
the highest in america -- a staggering 
79 percent above the national average. 
even worse, they have been rising at more 
than twice the rate of inflation and salary 
growth. Property taxes are the largest 
and fastest growing part of most New 
Yorkers’ tax burden and are the biggest 
tax on business in our state. In 2009, a 

jaw-dropping nine of the ten counties 
in the entire country with the highest 
median real estate taxes as a percentage 
of median home value were in New York. 

so, is it any wonder that New York is 
leading the nation in losing both people 
and jobs? The census Bureau recently 
announced that New York would lose 
another two seats in the u.s. house of 
representatives because of our population 
losses--on top of the two seats we lost in 
the last census. Who can blame people 
for leaving New York when they can no 
longer afford to live, work or do business 
here?

The property tax crisis has been 
fueled by the equally out-of-control cost 
of government and education in New 
York. Indeed, per capita state and local 
spending in New York is the second 
highest in the nation behind only alaska, 
which is obviously a unique state. New 
Yorkers can no longer afford this exces-
sive, expensive government or the taxes 

imposed to pay for it. 
We have been encouraged by the calls 

by many, including recently the New York 
conference of Mayors, for common sense 
steps to make government in New York 
more affordable. These measures include 
mandate relief, public employee pension 
reform, Medicaid reform and other long 
overdue reforms. however, we firmly 
believe that the first step must be a prop-
erty tax cap. a property tax cap will force 
these other reforms, which have been 
talked about for years but gone nowhere 
as New York’s private sector economy has 
crumbled. 

Just next door, New Jersey’s take-
no-prisoners Governor, chris christie, 
succeeded in winning enactment of 
a property tax cap. Now New Jersey 
lawmakers are getting down to enacting 
additional reforms to make government 
more affordable. The results so far? New 
Jersey moved out of last place as the state 
with the worst business tax climate in the 

nation and New York has slipped into 
dead-last place.

Thankfully, New York has in 
Governor-elect andrew cuomo a leader 
who has so far shown himself equally 
willing to boldly lead the charge for a 
property tax cap, and in doing so take 
on the powerful, moneyed special inter-
ests that have been riding that gravy train 
at the expense of New York’s decimated 
taxpayers. as cuomo wages that battle, 
NFIB, on behalf of the small business 
owners who have been hit hard by high 
property taxes, will be fighting at his side.

It could not be more clear that the 
present course is unsustainable, and no 
less than the very economic survival of 
our state is on the line. The time is now 
for sweeping, fundamental reform of 
government in New York, starting with a 
real and hard cap on property taxes. 

NFIB is the nation’s leading small 
business association, with offices in 
Washington, D.c. and all 50 state capi-
tals. Founded in 1943 as a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization, NFIB gives 
small and independent business owners a 
voice in shaping the public policy issues 
that affect their business. 

Mike Elmendorf is the State Director of 
the National Federation of Independent 
Business/New York. www.nfib.org.

The Gravy Train has Derailed
New Yorkers Need a Property Tax NOW
By Mike Elmendorf

Larchmont, NY -- The Board of 
Trustees of the Larchmont Public library 
is pleased to announce that Pamela 
Tillinghast Dubitsky has been appointed 
Board chairwoman, effective January 1, 
2011. Ms. Dubitsky was born in Boston, 
Ma., where she received a B.a. from 
Bryn Mawr college and a J.D. from 
Boston university’s school of Law. she 
practiced law for over ten years, both in 
major u.s. law firms and as an indepen-
dent legal consultant with The World 
Bank, us aID and other agencies, in 
Washington D.c. as well as in London, 
Prague and central asia. she specialized 
primarily in environmental and commer-
cial law in emerging markets. 

Ms. Dubitsky has lived in Larchmont 
since 2004 with her husband alex and 
their two sons. she has been a member 
of the Library Board since 2008 and was 
actively involved in the recent renovation 
of the children’s room. 

Ms. Dubitsky is enthusiastic about 
her new role as chairwoman of the Board. 
“Public libraries are facing many chal-
lenges today. In difficult economic times, 
communities depend more than usual on 
their local libraries, and yet those libraries 
of course have less funding. at the same 
time, technological changes - e-books, 
increasing access to and dependence 
on computers - require us to re-think 

the role of the library within a commu-
nity. The previous chairwoman of the 
Board, Miriam curnin, oversaw a very 
successful renovation of the children’s 
room and a well-managed budget, and 
has put us in a strong position to move 
forward successfully. In addition, our 
library has a wonderful director, Diane 
courtney, an experienced staff, and a very 
dedicated board -- David Birch, Jennifer 
conley, Maureen LeBlanc, John McGarr 
and Joan Macfarlane. I look forward to 
working with this very competent team, 
as well as the Village of Larchmont and 
the Town of Mamaroneck, to ensure 
that we continue providing outstanding 

service to our community and success-
fully deal with the challenges libraries are 
facing as well as the exciting opportunities 
those challenges create.”

Photo by and courtesy of Geoff Colquitt.

Pamela Tillinghast Dubitsky Appointed Chairwoman to Larchmont 
Public Library Board of Trustees

Pamela Tillinghast Dubitsky Larchmont 
Public Library Board Chairwoman

www.nfib.org
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On Thursday December 21st, the 
committee charged with studying the 
feasibility of consolidating the Fairview, 
hartsdale and Greenville Fire Districts 
met to present both the majority and 
minority reports to the Greenburgh 
Town Board. The committee had been 
commissioned a couple of years ago when 
supervisor Paul Feiner was active in the 
shrink county government movement. 

chief ed rush from the hartsdale 
Fire District and Deputy chief John 
Malone from the Fairview Fire District 
were the first to present their minority 
report to the board.  chief rush relayed 
to the board that many of the commis-
sion’s recommendations may have been 
made in a vacuum and that comparing 
the needs of those three fire district’s 
in Greenburgh with those of a city like 
White Plains makes no logistical sense. 
chiefs’ rush and Malone also spoke of a 
visit they made to two municipalities in 
New Jersey that had consolidated. What 
was learned is that those departments 
are now so large that the administra-
tive chief on duty didn’t know the names 
of his firefighters, how much they were 
paid or even the operational cost of 
the consolidated fire district. What 
they did learn was that in the long run, 
their budget significantly increased and 
while they were doing a satisfactory job 
operationally, monetarily, they were not.  
Both chief ’s also explained that all three 
departments would be meeting in the 
future to discuss if there could be more 
sharing of services in hopes that they 
could keep property taxes down.

When the majority committee 
presented their report, most members 
shared that it was originally hoped that 
the study would have given birth to a 
town wide fire department but learned 
that it would not be a viable alternative 
to the set up that is in existence today. 
With the exception of one member of 
the commission, the members have come 
to realize that many of the programs 

and services provided by those three 
fire districts are mandated by the state 
and would be nearly impossible to alter. 
What all members did agree upon is 
the fact that the Town of Greenburgh 
and its taxpayers can simply not keep 
compensating its fire personnel at the 
rate its going. at sometime, the fire 
unions (as well as all municipal unions) 
are going have to begin to contribute to 
their benefits.  If the economy recovered 
tomorrow, there still would be no way to 
keep up with skyrocketing health, dental 
and pension costs. 

The end of the presentation made 
clear the following observations: an 
honest conversation between the town, 
the fire districts and the community must 
commence and be nurtured. If there is to 
be a volunteer “watchdog” committee to 
oversee this conversation, then it’s the 
first step into transparency and problem 
solving. shared decision making often 
leads to good solutions. For the most 
part, the Town board seemed interested 
and asked thoughtful questions of both 
the minority and majority presenters. 
It was until the last two minutes of 
the presentations that councilwoman 
sonja Brown, commented that while 
she appreciated the work done on the 
report, if both sides knew early on that 
there would be no consolidation, then 
why would they continue meeting. she 
ended her statement by declaring that 
Paul Finer had orchestrated the whole 
commission and its report. Maybe so 
but in times of economic distress, does 
it really matter who gets the ball rolling?

and so it seems that today the ball 
did begin to roll in Greenburg. It is now 
in the hands of the three fire districts, the 
town board and those volunteers. Let’s 
hope that the conversation remains open 
and that they’re able to finally move it 
down the field.

Greenburgh Fire Consolidation; 
Not Quite the Final Report
By Nancy King

White Plains, 
NY – republican 
county Legislators 
criticized a “flawed 
process that led to 
a flawed product,” 
and blasted their 
Democratic coun-
terparts for their 
strict adherence to 
party line votes to 
override virtually all 
of county executive 
rob astorino’s 
vetoes.

“Too much of 
the budget process 
was done behind 
the closed doors 
of the Democratic 
caucus, and result 
was 247 vetoes and 
a blown opportu-
nity to dramatically 
reform the county 
government. They 
made questionable 
decisions outside 
the review of the 
media, public and 
republican legislators. unfortunately, 
the Democrat majority voted to over-
ride several of the county executive’s 
efforts to create a more taxpayer friendly 
budget, downsize the county government 
and create savings for the taxpayers of 
the county with highest property taxes 
in the nation,” said Minority Leader Jim 
Maisano (r, New rochelle) (pictured).

One troubling override seeks to block 
a cost-saving plan where non profits 
will take over the administration of the 
section 8 housing program. Minority 
Whip Gordon a. Burrows (r, Yonkers/
Bronxville) said, “This vote to continue 
Westchester county’s operation of the 

section 8 Program is 
just plain bad policy, 
bad fiscal policy and 
bad precedent. This 
reform would have 
saved Westchester 
taxpayers $500,000, 
reduced the size 
of our government 
and the section 8 
program would have 
been well run by the 
non profit agencies 
that took it over.

The republican 
legislators were 
shocked that the 
Democrats voted 
to override the veto 
of a $1.3 Million 
albany-style slush 
fund on a party line 
vote. Legislator 
Bernice spreckman 
(r, Yonkers) 
stated, “these lines 
in the budget are 
anonymous and 
undedicated. In 

prior years, grants 
were given out from the slush fund 
without any public review or competi-
tive process. The slush fund operation has 
never been open and transparent. In this 
rough economy, it is an outrage that the 
Democrats voted to protect their slush 
fund, while we had to make so many 
other tough cuts to the budget.”

In another instance of bad fiscal policy, 
Democratic legislators voted unanimously 
12-5 to override the county executive’s 
veto and take $3.5 Million from the 
county’s current year’s fund balance.

“raiding the current year’s fund 
balance is against all accepted municipal

Continued on page 16 

GOP Legislators Say Dems Put Party 
Line Vote Ahead of Best Interests of 
Westchester Taxpayers
A Secretive Process Made for Bad Fiscal 
Policy and Precedent

Minority Leader Jim Maisano  
(R, New Rochelle)
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finance practices,” said Legislator John 
G. Testa (r, Peekskill). 2010 is not 
even complete, the surplus has not even 
been audited, and yet our Democratic 
colleagues are already spending the 
money. My concern is that this unprec-
edented action could risk the county’s 
aaa bond rating.”

Dozens of employee positions that 
had been cut in the county executive’s 
budget as part of the continuing effort to 
downsize government and save tax dollars 
were restored by the Democrat majority. 
“This is a case of the same old bad fiscal 
decisions that have outraged taxpayers for 
years,” said Legislator sheila Marcotte 
(r, eastchester). “Despite the overrides, 
we stand with the taxpayers and will 
continue to work diligently to reduce the 
size of government, reduce spending and 
reduce taxes. The Democrat’s votes today 
show they are not listening to the clear 
voices of our taxpayers.    

In a controversial vote, the Democrats 
pushed through a measure to boost the 
amount of projected sales tax revenue by 
an additional $2,285,000 – a calculation 
that reflects a risky guess that sales tax 
revenue will grow at a higher rate (4.5%), 
than the 4% rate originally proposed. 
Minority Leader Maisano added, “In 
light of the bad economy, we should have 
been careful and not inflated the sales tax 
revenue. If the revenues don’t meet the 
overly optimistic prediction, we will have 
a hole in out 2011 budget.”

The republicans were pleased that 
there strong advocacy to block the 
expenditure of $500,000 to create a law 
department at Board of Legislators led to 
its defeat.

SOURCE: GOP Press Release.

GOP Legislators 
Say Dems Put Party 
Line Vote Ahead 
of Best Interests 
of Westchester 
Taxpayers

White Plains, NY -- Westchester 
county Board of Legislators chairman 
Ken Jenkins (D-Yonkers) released a state-
ment December 22, 2010, pointing out 
the hypocrisy of Westchester county 
executive robert astorino who recently 
vetoed a transfer of $500,000 from the 
county attorney’s office to the Board 
of Legislators operating budget to offset 
costs of assigning four (4) attorneys 
to advise the Board on legal matters. 
astorino criticized the Board, expressing 
that the Board was “setting up its own 
legal fiefdom and patronage positions”.

“It’s more than a little disingenuous 
for Mr. astorino to make such wild 
accusations about a transfer from one 
agency to another. Too many elected 
officials like Mr. astorino are playing 
partisan politics instead of doing what 
is right for communities. Mr. astorino’s 
own words during his campaign were 
that ‘government belongs to us – not 
entrenched politicians and political 
insiders.’ however, since his election, 
all he’s done is provide a safe haven of 
county patronage jobs for republican 
operatives and their families and has 
doled out more gifts than santa claus.

Here are a few examples:
•  Former republican Mount Pleasant 

supervisor robert Meehan, the current 
county attorney and his wife, Nancy, 
the newly-promoted republican 
Deputy commissioner for the county’s 
Board of elections, make more than 
$423,000 from the county, including 
salary and benefits.

•  The recent hiring of the newly elected 
chairman of the county’s conservative 
Party hugh Fox, making $92,470-a-
year. Fox was elected when conservative 
Party members recently ousted Gail 
Burns, who last year denied rob 
astorino the party’s line, and supported 
his opponent, Democrat andy spano. 
Fox, a Yonkers firefighter who retired 
this year with a year-end salary of more 
than $151,486, is also eligible for a 
pension. 

•  Former republican operative and 
candidate for Yonkers city council 
President, James castro-Blanco, was 
just recently hired as the new chief 
Deputy county attorney. castro-
Blanco has no municipal law experience, 
however he represented hugh Fox 
during the recent conservative Party 
meeting, where former chair Gail Burns 
was ousted and Fox selected as its new 
chair.

•  sixty days into astorino’s new adminis-
tration, two members of his management 
team -- Ned Mccormack, Director 
of communications and Laurence 
Gottlieb, Director of economic 
Development – each received $18,000 
raises, taking their salaries to an aston-
ishing $155,000 for two months work.

•  The recent hiring of the wife of the 
Bedford republican committee 
chairman as an assistant to the county 
executive.

•  astorino has increased his own oper-
ating budget for salaries by $300,000 
for the FY 2011 budget.

•  astorino hired four additional staff 
members – with salaries ranging from 
$40,000 to $75,000 – since November 
2010 to work in his executive office.

•  Plus, the hiring of Brendan Murnane, 
the relative of wealthy astorino donor 
John Murnane, as an ‘assistant’ to the 
chief of staff.

If the Board were to sustain the county 
executive’s vetoes, taxes for Westchester’s 
residents would actually increase. Instead 
of grandstanding and trying to score 
cheap political points, Mr. astorino 
should focus on working with the Board 
of Legislators to develop creative solu-
tions necessary to provide much-needed 
tax relief for our residents.”

Westchester County Board Chairman Jenkins to County 
Executive Astorino
Enough with the Republican Hypocrisy!

Westchester County Executive  
Robert Astorino

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
Chairman Ken Jenkins



Page 17The WesTchesTer GuarDIaN ThursDaY, DeceMBer 30, 2010

 SHOW PREP

While few 
would dispute 
the joy and warm 
of christmas, 
there are others 
for whom the 

season is a time of anxiety, sadness 
and depression.  The very nature 
of the holidays…with its focus on 
memories(particularly childhood 
memories), family and romantic 
relationships…underscores the 
lack of same for some, and for 
others recalls loved ones lost, failed 
romances or plan old hard times. 
Indeed, like love itself, christmas 
sometimes hurts.

This time around I had been 
sliding down the dark slope myself 
over the usual stuff: Money, rela-
tionships, and an uncertain future 
were being whipped together by 
the blend of by too much to do and 
not enough time to do it. My mood 
was worsening by the day. and like 
most propel, I suspect, my issues 
were the self inflicted result of poor 
choices, decisions not made, or just 
the vicissitudes of life. so there I 
was in my studio at WVOX-1460 
aM bathing n the self medicating 
benefits doing the morning show.  
For the most part when I am on 
the air nothing much else bothers 
me. You would pretty much hear 
the same thing from anyone who 
does this for a living. The level of 
concentration required and the 
number of things to read, buttons 
to push or screens to scan precludes 
worrying about anything. Being 
on air is a safe diversion form the 
planet. unfortunately, the corollary 
holds, as well.

Two days ago with the holiday 
bearing down, and my “issues” 
safely, if temporarily, eased by my 
morning show drug, I came up 
on a pre-taped interview...a rare 
break in the intensity of focus.  Te 
minutes of down time just for me.  
The downside, though, was that 
my angst ridden soul regained the 

upper hand allowing my trou-
bles to rise to the forefront. I was 
despondent in the way that makes 
you want to look out the nearest 
window and ponder what you will 
do about what bugs you. First, I 
looked out onto the station parking 
lot and beyond at the second of two 
buildings that make up the head-
quarters of Whitney Media, the 
parent of WVOX. I stared at the 
big WVOX letters and the smaller 
Whitney Media sign on the front 
of the building. Next I turned in 
towards the gallery hallway that 
runs though the main studios of 
the station; and it was again, the 
sign, or better stated “The” sign 
WVOX radio.

WVOX radio! I work for and 
at WVOX radio. I am a talk show 
host for WVOX radio. a part of 
me still does not believe that I do. 
I stared at the sign and my mood 
began to change. here I was…
and am…doing what I had always 
wanted to do, talk on the radio and 
get paid for it. It is still, for me, a 
dream come true, an honest to 
goodness dream come true. how 
lucky I am, I thought. From there I 
began to look forward to my grand-
children and how much they would 
enjoy christmas. I was reminded 
how I have had the good fortune of 
uncommonly great friendships and 
interests, and how indeed, the sun 
would come up tomorrow. 

It is ironic. The old axiom is 
that the giddy need a dose of reality 
to sober them up. It my case, it was 
the dose that filled me with grati-
tude. Merry christmas.  

Listen to Good Morning Westchester 
with Bob Marrone from 6-9 a.m., 
from Monday through Friday. 
Direct email to Bob Marrone at 
Bob@WVOX.com, and visiting the 
BobMarrone.com website. 

Reality – A Cure for Christmas Blues
By Bob Marrone

 THE SPOOF

The Green Goblin 
Arrested for 
Tampering with 
Spider-Man Sets
By Gail Farrelly

The Green 
Goblin, wearing 
a green jumpsuit, 
was arraigned in a 
Manhattan court-
room early this 
morning.

In a shocking turn of events, he’s 
accused of tampering with theater sets 
and props and causing the accidents 
that have plagued the new Broadway 
musical, “spider-Man: Turn Off the 
Dark.” 

Mr. Goblin’s lawyer, the Jolly 
Green Giant, reminded the news 
media that his client was innocent 
until proven guilty. The Little Green 
sprout, on hand to hold Mr. Giant’s 
coat, briefcase, and lunch box, nodded 
agreement. 

The visitors gallery of the court-
room was a sea of green. Yoda, shrek, 
Kermit the Frog, and six members 
of the Green Bay Packers were there 
in a show of support for their green 
colleague. al Gore also made a brief 
appearance, having told a friend that 
he was in favor of anything green.

Kermit was the only one who 
spoke to the media. he summed up 
his feelings in five words: “It isn’t easy 
being green.”

More to come, as new informa-
tion develops.

Gail Farrelly (www.Farrellysisters 
Online.com) writes mystery novels 
and short stories as well as Op-eds. 
she also publishes satire pieces (Gail 
Farrelly’s satire and parody stories) 
on Thespoof.com, a British website. 
her latest mystery novel is Creamed 
at Commencement: A Graduation 
Mystery. The first chapter is available 
on her website. Gail is working on a 
fourth mystery, The Virtual Heiress. 

Bought to you by

Sponsored by

www.FarrellySisters Online.com
www.FarrellySisters Online.com
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 SPORTS

university of connecticut coach 
Gino auriemma led his team to an 
unprecedented 89 straight victories for a 
Division 1 college basketball team record 
on December 21, 2010, beating the old 
record held by ucLa men’s team that 
was accomplished during the 1971-1973 
season coached by John Woodmen over 
an 88 game winning streak. Naysayers, 
including New York Daily News reporter 
Mike Lupica, recently seen on network 
television when he sat at a sports writers 
panel stated before the 88th game was 
to have been played, that it was not an 
important event. he disparaged the 
historical moment by dwelling on the 
issue of gender rather than the value 
the women contributed to the game. 
Nevertheless, the women have created a 
new chapter in the history books. Their 
achievement is worthy of celebration; in 
fact, worthy of the hall of Fame. how 
unfortunate so many sports writers 
continue to discount women’s sports. It 
is my belief that their momentous record 
will likely not be broken.

coach Gino auriemma explained the 
only reason sports writers have reluctantly 
paid attention to the women’s basketball 
achievement is only because it was a men’s 
record they shattered. If it was a women’s 
record, the win would have garnered a 
one line, perhaps a two lines mention at 
the bottom of an esPN television screen 
with the writers’ followup asserting it was 
time for the women to now return to their 
respective kitchens. 

Tuesday’s night game at the XL 

center was sold out; standing room only 
with over 16,000 in attendance, and every 
fan was at the ready with signs imprinted 
with the number 89. Maya Moore led 
uconn with unbound fury and a deter-
mination to win. she pushed everyone to 
work until they dropped . she was quoted 
to have said , “This team is not losing 
while I’m on the floor”

The uconn team started calmly 
while Florida state tried to push the play 
and force uconn back in their attempt to 
slow the game down. It worked initially; 
but only for the 
first five minutes. 
Thereafter, uconn 
found their rhythm. 
There would be no 
turning back. at 
one stretch, they 
garnered 14 straight 
points. connecticut 
made 61% of their 
shots in the first 
half with the team 
constantly moving 
the ball, rotating 
and making shots 
from seemingly 
every part of the 
court. Maya Moore 
was ubiquitous, she 
was explosive in her 
offensive barrage, 
running passed the 
basket before the 
opposition even left the offensive zone. 
The first half ended with Maya Moore 
earning 26 points while Florida states 
team total was a paltry 27points.

The second half continued with 
uconn having found their groove. They 
were unstoppable but credit must be 
afforded Florida state who maintained 
their focus; they would not succumb 
to encroaching pull and weight of an 
impending defeat. Florida state kept its 
composure, functioning as team, making 
the plays, and, yes, scoring points. 

each uconn player contributed 
passionately to the game. subconsciously 
they each must have viscerally felt they 
would make history that day. They 
played as a team. They moved the ball 

down the court with 
unrelenting speed 
and finesse. They 
executed every move 
with studied antici-
pation of their team 
members’ abilities 
as they anticipated their next act on the 
court. Their play was as seamless as water 
flowing downhill. 

The game ended with uconn 
winning 93-62, not a surprise consid-
ering Florida state is ranked 20th in the 

nation. even so, it 
must be repeated, 
Florida state 
played a good game 
none the less. Key 
players where Maya 
Moore finishing 
with an outstanding 
41points to break 
her already 40 point 
record, and Bria 
hartley Member 
of the 2010 u18 
National Team, 
who along with 
Maya Moore is a 
member of the usa 
Olympic team. they 
are the only players 
who played all 89 
games completing 
the two player 
tandem to dominate 

the game. Tiffany hayes’ contribution 
was her passing ability and her reading the 
plays accurately. she exemplified appro-
priate aggressive moves at key points in 
the game, a signal to her teammates they 
were not going to lose the game.at one 
point coach aurriemma was so pleased 
with her play he hugged and kissed her on 
the cheek. It was an unexpected surprise 
since he exemplifies a seemingly imper-
vious demeanor.

coach auriemma comes from 
humble beginnings born and raised in 
Italy. he hgrew up without radio or TV, 
had little or no money, and ate what the 
family raised. his early childhood forged 
the values he eschews to this day. he lives 
by and exudes an unrelenting, persistent 

approach to the game. he will not quit. 
he has built and continues to nurture a 
team mentality; he disdains and will not 
accept players playing for their own grati-
fication. he believes everyone must work 
together. The players admit the prac-
tices scrutinized by coach auriemma 
are tougher and more demanding than 
any game they could imagine they were 
capable of possibly playing. By holding 
those tenets dear to his heart, coach 
auriemma believes he is justified in 
asserting that women have earned the 
right to be judged by the highest level of 
athleticism. Their record breaking 89th 
win attests to their achievement.

congratulations to the university 
of connecticut for the outstanding 
achievement to sports history that is well 
deserved and for their expressing true 
sportsmanship at the end of the game 
in the words of coach auriemma. he 
addressed the crowd after the game, as 
he does after every game. he thanked all 
the athletes by reiterating his appreciation 
for their support of basketball. he also 
addressed the Florida state fans for their 
support of their team and stating that the 
team played very well. coach also added 
a bit of humor by becoming an announcer 
and raffling off two Wii gaming systems 
confessing he really never played Wii and 
didn’t know what it was. after giving the 
second Wii away to a young girl who 
probably was very familiar with the game, 
he commented to her to show her dad 
(who escorted her onto the floor) how 
to play it.after wards at press conference 
President Obama called to congratulate 
the team and coach on there success and 
accomplishment.

Good luck and God speed to the 
uconn team and Merry christmas and 
happy New Year to all

Albert Caamano has coached ice hockey for 15 
plus years 

UConn Women’s Basketball Make History
By Albert Caamano
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Last week the 
Federal commun- 
ications commission 
(Fcc) announced the 
adoption of a long-

debated Order to enforce “net neutrality,” 
a catchphrase used to describe the pres-
ervation of a free and open Internet that 
garners competition and innovation on the 
Web. In theory, Internet “gatekeepers” will 
be a thing of the past, no longer limiting 
innovation and communication through 
the network, according to officials.

The vote just barely passed in favor 
of these net neutrality rules and ordi-
nances with a vote of 3-2. chairman Julius 
Genachowski along with commissioner 
Michael J. copps gave their full support to 
the new Order. commissioners robert M. 
McDowell and Meredith attwell Baker 
voted against the Order. 

The deciding vote, cast by 
commissioner Mignon L. clyburn offi-
cially counted in favor of adopting the 
Order. however, clyburn made quite clear 
that while some of the rules being adopted 
are acceptable, others are completely 
unwarranted.

“I [have] discussed the importance of 
collaboration in tackling the…policy issues 
in crafting a framework that gives broad-
band providers and consumers…guidance 
about what provider behavior is accept-
able,” clyburn said in an official statement. 
“Left to my own devices, there are Issues 
I would have tackled different…There 
are several areas in the Order that I would 
have strengthened so that more consumers 
would benefit from the protections we are 
adopting.”

although the Order in its entirety has 
not yet gone public , the commission has 
outlined 3 Key Provisions it will seek to 
enforce:

rule 1: Transparency – This except 
stipulates that Broadband providers make 
public all information regarding manage-
ment of network, performance and terms 
of its services. This is all in a bid to keep 
consumers informed of their choices.

rules 2: No Blocking – This rule bars 
fixed Broadband Internet access Providers 
from blocking legal content, applications 
and services insofar as the network is 
able to manage. The same rules apply to 
mobile broadband Internet access services, 
including voice and video-telephony offer-
ings, but are said to be less severe.

rule 3: No Unreasonable 
Discrimination – Lastly, providers of fixed 
Broadband Internet access services are 
banned from unreasonable discrimination 

in transmitting network traffic through 
the consumers service provider. In other 
words, there shall be no more favoring of 
one site over another site as seen in the past 
issues with companies including Vonage & 
comcast.

While congress has handed over the 
net neutrality Order to the Fcc to imple-
ment the rules, an Open Internet advisory 
committee will also be created to assist. 
It will be made up of consumer advo-
cates, providers and equipment makers 
and will monitor the state of “openness” 
on the Internet and advise the Fcc on 
technical standards, according to an Fcc 
representative.

The net neutrality rules, which are 
slated to go into effect by March 2011, are 
reported to be subject to heavy resistance 
from many republican Party officials, who 
sources say would like to see President 
Obama veto the adoption of the Order as 

its currently written.
however, net neutrality has been an 

issue debated by the Fcc since circa 2005 
and the Order being implemented is the 
result of a public rulemaking process that 
began in late 2009. The process included 
numerous public workshops and combined 
data from over 100,000 individuals and 
organizations. The republican Party may 
find their attempts to nullify the work 
of the Fcc brutally rebuffed, especially 
after Obama’s public endorsement of net 
neutrality.

The President reportedly endorsed the 
Fcc’s actions, saying the new Order will 
“help preserve the free and open nature of 
the Internet.”

republican hopes have a chance to 
be rallied, however, by a harsh dissenting 
statement made by commissioner Baker. 
Baker maintains that the Internet is open 
today already and evidentiary support 
from the Fcc’s recent proceedings have 
effectively reaffirmed that government 
action is not needed to preserve it. Others 
reportedly agree that the Fcc is making 
unnecessary efforts toward a potential 
“what if?” scenario that may play out some 
time in the future.

“In the final analysis, the commission 
intervenes to regulate the Internet because 
it wants to, not because it needs to,” Baker 
said in an official statement. “I cannot 
support this decision…The majority 
bypasses a market power analysis alto-
gether and acts on speculative harms alone.

Only time will tell whether the efforts 
to put the net neutrality Order in place will 
hold strong, or if they will possibly cave 
into overwhelming pressure 

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

(L-R): Commissioner Mignon L. Clyburn, Commissioner Michael J. Copps, Chairman Julius 
Genachowski, Commissioner Robert M. McDowell, Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker.

Finally…FCC Officially Takes Action On Net Neutrality!
By Bary Alyssa Johnson

New York Governor David Paterson 
signed into law the New York state 
electronic equipment recycling & 
reuse act on May 28, 2010, in a bid 
to encourage recycling of “ewaste” by 
consumers and electronics manufac-
turers alike.

The legislation was designed to 

ensure that all residents in the state of 
New York will be able to recycle their 
electronic waste in an eco-friendly 
manner. Numerous products fall under 
the category of ewaste, including 
desktop computers, monitors, cell 
phones, laptops, MP3 players and many, 
many more.

as it is written, the law requires 
consumer electronics (ce) manufac-
turers to take on the challenge of devising 
an acceptable acceptance program for 
the collection and proper disposal of 
ewaste by way of a very specific recy-
cling regimen. This acceptance program 
will be devised with oversight by the 

NYs Department of environmental 
conservation.

The new recycling rules are set to go 
into place beginning april 1, 2011. at 
that time, all ce manufacturers will be 
required to accept almost all ce products 
for proper disposal. These manufacturers

Continued on page 20 

New York State Pushes for Proper Electronics Recycling Programs
By Bary Alyssa Johnson
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Continued from page 19 

must, by legal mandate, accept the items 
listed in full as written in the act, at no 
cost to the consumer.

aside from bearing this financial 
burden, manufacturers must also provide 
at least one method of ewaste collection 
per county. Potential methods include 
mail-in programs, scheduled collec-
tion events, and cooperation with local 
governments, non-profit organizations 
and/or retail stores to make available 
recycling drop-off sites and storage of 
items until the manufacturers arrive to 
pick up the waste.

also, ce manufacturers must 
provide state-wide public education 
programs to inform New York resi-
dents and consumers about the new law. 
The educational program requirements 
include creation of a Web site that lists 
every location where consumers can go 
to get rid of their ewaste. The Web site 
will also have instructions on how to 
erase your hard drive before turning the 
product in for proper disposal.

clearing out your hard drive is a 
particularly crucial pre-recycling prac-
tice, purely in the protection of your 
own self-interest. The united states 
Department of commerce estimates that 
50-80 percent of discarded electronics 
end up being exported to developing 
countries like china, where there is no 
mandatory form of environmental legis-
lation. Besides the pollution factor, a 
grave concern over exporting our ewaste 
is the increasing level of identity theft by 
hackers mining the discarded hard drives 
for droves of personal information.

The environmental factor of elec-
tronic refuse comes into play when 
considering that improper disposal of 
ce products allows for potentially fatal 
contaminants like lead, mercury, nickel 
and cadmium to make their way into 
local food and water supplies. Improper 
disposal implies methods along the lines 
of incineration and landfill dumping.

In 1998, the National safety council 
study estimated 20 million computers 

became obsolete in a year. By 2007, 
the environmental Protection agency 
(ePa) estimates that number has more 
than doubled. In 2009, Westchester 
county workers managed to rescue 
1,683 tons of electronic waste discarded 
by residents, most of which would other-
wise have been disposed of improperly.

The Westchester county 
Government already offers free computer 
and electronics recycling services through 
its household Material recovery Days 
program. Visit www.westchestergov.
com for more information on recycling 
programs in the county. If you require 
further assistance, you can reach the 
recycling helpline at (914) 813-5425. 

Many additional organizations have 
followed suit and stepped up to “get rid 
of ewaste the right way.” among these 
eco-pioneers are big name chain stores as 
well as smaller independent companies.

Best Buy’s e-cycling Program is a 
free service with drop-off sites at many 
store locations across Westchester. Best 
Buy accepts “nearly everything electronic,” 
including televisions, cell phones, DVD 
players and laptops/desktops with the 
hard drive already removed. If you’re not 
particularly technologically inclined you 
can either opt to have Best Buy take care 
of the data removal for a nominal fee, or 
you can attempt to do it yourself with an 
instructional video created by Geek squad 
and posted on the Best Buy Web site.

Dell reconnect is a partnership 
between Dell and Goodwill, where 
residents can drop off their computers, 
monitors and laptops at participating 
Goodwill shops for proper disposal. To 
find drop-off locations across Westchester, 
visit www.reconnectpartnership.com.

erevival LLc offers another alter-
native for ce disposal. The New 
Jersey-based company with service in 
Westchester has established a mission to 
provide electronics and computer recy-
cling in an eco-friendly manner. They 
also pledge to provide data destruction in 
accordance with Department of Defense 
standards as well as federal, state and 
county-level laws. To take advantage of 
their promise to provide “free pickup 
whether you have 10 or 10,000 items,” 
visit www.erevival.net.

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

New York State 
Pushes for Proper 
Electronics 
Recycling Programs

 TELLING

No one likes to 
admit it, but that old 
adage seems to ring 
true quite too often. 
especially in the case 
of Joseph s. Lento. 
Mr. Lento is a licensed 
teacher of Instrumental 
Music and school 
administration with 
twenty six years of 
combined experience 
in New York city and 
the Yonkers Public 
schools.

You see, on 
september 15th 2009, Mr. Lento’s ‘’good 
deed’’ has been punishing him ever since. 
Mr. Lento has enjoyed an absolutely exem-
plary career as an educator and professional 
musician, but no more. Mr. Lento is a 
former New York city Teacher of the Year 
recipient, a published and cited researcher 
in the field of Instrumental Music and it’s 
impact on traditional academic subjects. 
Mr. Lento was also the subject of a New 
York Magazine article on his work as Band 
Director at herbert h. Lehman high 
school, The Bronx N.Y.

In Yonkers, Mr. Lento served as a 
popular assistant Principal at the once 
prestigious, but now defunct Museum 
Middle school, and as a highly regarded 
and popular teacher of Instrumental 
Music. so trusted are his abilities that 
after the budget cuts of 2004 (that deci-
mated the District’s Instrumental Music 
programs) superintendent Pierorazio 
tapped him to rebuild the Districts’ 32 
elementary schools’ Instrumental Music 
programs, as well to design and build the 
Instrumental Music Model programs for 
the districts’ new Kindergarten through 
Grade eight schools. In 2006 Mr. Lento 
also formed the first and only all city 
elementary/Middle school Band.

Mr. Lento is the type of Teacher that 
would be found volunteering at every (and 
we mean every) event, that any of the three 
schools to which he was assigned had. 
dances, movie nights, award ceremonies, 
ballroom dancing competitions (in which 
he served as a judge). open houses, dressing 
up as a santa claus, and even delivering 
christmas dinners to the neediest of 

families in Yonkers 
with money from his 
own pocket. he never 
asked for nor would 
he ever think to ask 
for a penny for the 
countless hours he 
freely gave beyond the 
contractual hours of 
the work day.

One would think 
that the Yonkers 
Board of education 
(YBoe) would appre-
ciate such an educator, 
especially after the 

events of september 15, 2009, but they 
don’t. On that day, Mr. Lento saved the 
life of a student that had severe emotional 
problems. a troubled student the YBoe 
administration placed in a mainstream 
setting and then did not give the school 
the resources to attend to his needs. how 
is it possible that a school district with a 
building larger than many corporations 
and a staff consisting of more directors and 
assistant directors than a hollywood movie 
studio not properly evaluate a student with 
allegedly blatant emotional problems as 
the one whose life Mr. Lento saved? What 
is going on with the taxpayers’ money 
down at One Larkin Plaza?

Mr. Lento doesn’t have a classroom 
and on that day that fact contributed to 
Mr. Lento’s actions. Mr. Lento’s schedule 
is divided amongst three schools and 
the trunk of his car is his storage room 
and office. On that day, Mr. Lento was 
retrieving materials for his next class 
when he saw a student running through 
the parking lot of Westchester hills 
school 29. he had seen that student just 
moments before sitting alone at the deten-
tion table in the cafeteria. as a matter of 
fact, according to Mr. Lento, the student’s 
mother was in the school earlier to speak 
with the school psychologist about her 
son’s constant outbursts and poor behavior. 
When Mr. Lento saw the student in the 
cafeteria, the student was highly agitated. 
Mr. Lento tried speaking with the young 
man in an effort to have him join the 
band, but he wasn’t interested in hearing 
anything, although he did tell Mr. Lento

Continued on page 21 
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that he was taking boxing lessons. That 
statement was a portent of things to follow.

When Mr. Lento saw the student 
running through the parking lot and on to 
the very busy and narrow croyden road, 
Mr. Lento sprung into action. he knew 
the boy was not allegedly in control of 
himself and was surely going to be struck 
by an oncoming and unsuspecting vehicle 
or perhaps run into a pedestrian. The 
student had placed himself between two 
parked cars thinking no one could see him. 
By this time Mr. Lento saw one of the 
school’s safety Officers in the parking lot 
who was calling the students name. During 
this time Mr. Lento had been making his 
way behind the student who did not see 
him, but when the safety Officer called the 
boys name, the boy became frightened and 
was about to run from his spot between 
the two parked cars and directly into the 
path of an oncoming vehicle. It was at 
that point Mr. Lento changed course and 
ran directly across from the student and 
screamed for him to stop. Fortunately 
the boy did and missed being hit by 
the vehicle by no more than an eyelash!

at that point the student began 
running wildly down croyden road away 
from roxbury Drive. Wearing his usual 

suit, tie and dress shoes, Mr. Lento could 
not run down the hill. realizing this 
he ran to his car thinking he could drive 
ahead of the student and intercept him. 
as witnessed by two teachers, Mr. Lento 
fell on the broken parking lot grounds that 
the former principal had for years written 
to the YBoe and the city of Yonkers to 
fix, but never did. That was the first life 
altering injury Mr. Lento received that 
day. When Mr. Lento made his way past 
the student he exited his vehicle. at that 
point the school’s assistant principal was 
attempting to restrain the boy for his own 
protection but could not. The student 
escaped the grasp of the assistant principal 
but Mr. Lento was right there and was able 
to restrain the student, but not before one 
of the student’s boxing lessons landed a 
blow to Mr. Lento neck which resulted in 
two severely damaged cervical spine discs. 
Despite reeling from the attack, Mr. Lento 
was able to wrap his right leg around the 
student and held him for twenty minutes 
until the police arrived. It was during that 
period that Mr. Lento allegedly suffered 
severely damaged lumbar spine discs at the 
hand of the student. Oddly, the police did 
not assess the people involved for injuries, 
specifically Mr. Lento, the victim of an 
assault.

somehow Mr. Lento made his way 
back to the school and attempted to speak 
with the police. I say attempted, because 
the school administration would not 
permit him to be part of the meeting the 
police were having with the student. Mr. 
Lento believes that the school admin-
istration was operating on direct orders 
from their superiors. also odd is that no 
matter how many times Mr. Lento told the 
police that he had been assaulted, he was 
dismissed. The only report that was gener-
ated having Mr. Lento’s name on it was 
the school Incident report that he had to 
insist on being filed.

Mr. Lento was never able to file 
a complaint with the Yonkers Police 
Department because he was not given the 
name of the student until March of 2010, 
well after the time a suit could be brought 
by Mr. Lento. Mr. Lento’s urgings for his 
union to advocate on his behalf fell on 
deaf ears, as did the requests he made to 
the school administration for the student’s 
name, soon after the assault.

That day, all the contractual and 
Moral protocols Mr. Lento was entitled 
became non existent. By February 2010 
Mr. Lento’s condition had become so bad 
that he could no longer function. he could 
barely walk. The pain has and continues 
to be chronic. he was once an avid jogger 
and in excellent health. Mr. Lento can no 
longer perform as a professional musician 

and has lost all his private students because 
the pain is so severe that driving is almost 
impossible. and of course he is not 
collecting a salary from the YBoe.

It appears that there were a series of 
serious incompetencies or allegedly inten-
tional adverse actions taken against Mr. 
Lento by the YBoe, the Yonkers federation 
of Teachers (YFT) and the Yonkers Police 
department (YPD). Given the extent of 
Mr. Lento’s bravery and his injuries, the 
very least the YBoe could have done was 
to have placed Mr. Lento on extended 
medical leave until he is well enough to 
return to work. Don’t you agree? he saved 
a boy’s life and single handedly did what 
the school administration and school 
safety officers could not; come February, 
the YBoe will reward Mr. Lento by 
firing him. he saved a boy’s life and single 
handedly did what the school adminis-
tration and school safety officers could 
not. several important questions remain. 
Why has the YFT not advocated on Mr. 
Lento’s behalf? Why would the YPD not 
list him as the victim? Why has not a single 
person from the YBoe acknowledged Mr. 
Lento’s selfless act and engaged in what 
appears to be the violation of Mr. Lento’s 
civil rights and the concealment of the 
school Incident report for a time period 
that would preclude Mr. Lento filing a suit 
within the 90 day window? 

No good deed goes unpunished!

No Good Deed Goes Unpunished

 TRAVEL

You’re 
surrounded by 17th 
and 18th-century 
architecture, cobble-
stone streets, and 
encompassed by 
towering ramparts 

of a walled city. strolling down a narrow 
alley, you find inviting shops - pâtisseries, 
épiceries and boulangeries. are you in 
Dijon, alsace or maybe even Paris? Mais 
non. You’re in a city far more accessible 
but replete with all the charm of La Belle 
France. This, friends, is Québec!

Québec city is predominantly 
French-speaking which gives it a 

distinctive foreign feel. It seems at once 
old-world and yet very much today. One 
can understand why Conde Nast Traveler 

has named it third among the nine best 
cities in the americas, and twelfth in the 
world.

Wonderful to visit any time of 
the year, Québec is at its most seduc-
tive when the city is covered with snow, 
its warm lights beckoning from shops, 
restaurants and holiday decorations. The 
Québécois will tell you that perhaps 
the jolliest time to visit is when the city 
becomes one vast outdoor playground 
and hosts its annual Winter carnival. It’s 
when the city comes alive with sub-zero 
merry-making, including zip lines, night 
parades, concerts, snow sculptures, sleigh 
or dogsled rides and skating.

The Québec winter Carnival began 
when the inhabitants of New France, now 
Quebec, had a rowdy tradition of getting 
together just before Lent to eat, drink 
and make merry. Today, this event is the 
biggest winter carnival in the world and is 
celebrated annually at the end of January 
until mid-February. In 2011, the dates are

Continued on page 22 
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January 28 to February 13. The two-week bash 
gets a million visitors each year from all over the 
world. Families are everywhere with wee kids 
pulled along on sleds. Many carnival-goers 
wear a traditional sash and the kids will defi-
nitely want one of the long red plastic trumpets 
that sound out constantly through the snowy 
streets. so, rather than fighting the crowds at 

a sweltering Louisiana Mardi Gras, be cool! 
embrace and celebrate this frosty event just as 
our neighbors up north do. Most every carnival 
event is outdoors so be sure to dress appropri-
ately. The kiosks and other outlets in the city 
sell the Bonhomme mascot tag for $10 that gets 
you into most of the carnival events. 

activities for chasing the chill away 
Besides carnival, there’s lots more to see 

and do in Québec. Visit Vieux-Québec (Old 
Town) high on the cliffs which overlook the st. 
Lawrence river and is designated a uNescO 
World heritage site. Behind its stone walls 
there are world-class museums, historic sites 
and great shopping. Nearby, be sure to see the 
Notre-Dame de Québec Basilica-Cathedral 
with its bell tower dating back to 1647. You can 
ride a funicular down to lower town and place 
royale, the oldest part of Québec and the site 
where champlain built the first permanent 
settlement in New France. For a special treat, 
take the horse-drawn buggy through quaint 
streets to the plains of abraham, a vast, flat, 
snow-covered area and watch cross-country 
skiing and snowshoeing.

Dining
Winter in Québec is cold, to be sure, but its 

dining scene is downright sizzling. since 1978, 
the owners of restaurant Le Saint-armour, 
Jacques Fortier and chef Jean Luc Boulay, have 
devoted themselves to gathering a passionate 
and thoughtful team in the kitchen as well as 
in the dining room, to turn out memorable, 

sumptuous meals – 48, rue saint ursule, www.
saint-armour.com. Warm and welcoming, the 
award-winning panache restaurant resides in 
a restored 19th-century maritime warehouse, 
a sophisticated blend of old and new – 10, rue 
saint antoine, www.saint-antoine.com. From 
the start, au Vieux Duluth’s founders decided 
to offer unique dishes and generous portions of 
top quality food at affordable prices. The restau-
rant very quickly gained recognition not only 
for its dishes, but for its décor, ambiance and 
exceptional customer satisfaction – 5079, blvd. 
Wilfrid-hamel, www.auvieuxduluth.com.

Hotels
No visit to Québec is complete without 

checking out – and hopefully checking into – the 
Fairmont Le chateau Frontenac, the grand 
castle-hotel in the heart of Old Québec . There 
are 618 beautifully furnished rooms, a health 
club and an indoor pool. also, the Frontenac 
just happens to be the most photographed hotel in 
the world – 1, rue des carrieres, www.fairmont.
com/frontenac. For a droll, once-in-a-lifetime 
experience, consider The Hôtel de Glace 
located just outside Québec city. This crys-
talline snow bastion with cathedral ceilings is 
made entirely of…what else? Tons and tons of 
snow and ice. Once ensconced under a warm 
fur blanket, you’ll spend the night in a magical 
atmosphere resembling the Narnia Ice Queen’s 
palace and praying you won’t need a middle-
of-the-night bathroom visit - 9530, rue de la 
Faune, www.icehotel-canada.com. You say you 
prefer something a bit cozier? There’s the inti-
mate auberge saint-antoine which Travel and 
Leisure has ranked one of america’s top small 
city hotels. The property links four 18th-century 
buildings with 300-year-old massive wooden 
beams and stone walls. But, not to worry. along 
with the ancient comes all the modern and chic 
accoutrements needed to satisfy our high-tech 
lifestyles – 8, rue saint-antoine, www.saint-
antoine.com.

If You Go:
For more information: Québec city 

Tourism, www.quebecregion.com

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane is 
constantly globe-hopping to share her unique expe-
riences with our readers; from the exotic to the 
sublime. As Beauty/Fashion Editor she keeps us 
informed on the capricious and engaging fashion 
and beauty scene. 
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LEGAL NOTICES

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS. Index No. 12593-2010. 

STATE OF NEW YORK. SUPREME COURT. COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER.

CHASE HOME FINANCE LLC, Plaintiff, -vs- THE HEIRS AT LARGE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DE-
CEASED, and all persons who are wives, widows, grantees, mortgagees, lienors, heirs, devisees, 
distributees, successors in interest of such of them as may be dead, and their husbands and wives, 
heirs, devisees, distributees and successors of interest all of whom and whose names and places 
are unknown to Plaintiff; WENDY ANN VAN HOUTEN-GAGLIARDI A/K/A WENDY ANN GAGLIARDI, 
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF ELFRIEDA VAN HOUTEN A/K/A ELFRIEDA G. 
VAN HOUTEN, DECEASED, AND AS HEIR-AT-LAW TO THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DE-
CEASED, AND AS GUARDIAN O/B/O JONATHAN AND JULIAN GAGLIARDI, MINOR HEIRS TO THE 
ESTATE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DECEASED; DOMINICK GAGLIARDI, DIANE GAGLIARDI AND JO-
SEPH GAGLIARDI, AS HEIRS-AT-LAW TO THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DECEASED; NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; JPMOR-
GAN CHASE BANK, N.A.; CAPITAL ONE BANK; METRO PORTFOLIOS; “JOHN DOE” AND “JANE DOE” 
said names being fictitious, it being the intention of Plaintiff to designate any and all occupants of 
premises being foreclosed herein, Defendants. Mortgaged Premises: 16 Riverview Avenue, Tarry-
town, N.Y. 10591.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S): YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in 
the above entitled action and to serve a copy of your Answer on the plaintiff’s attorney within twenty 
(20) days after the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service, or within thirty (30) days 
after the completion of service where service is made in any other manner than by personal delivery 
within the State. The United States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may an-
swer or appear within sixty (60) days of service hereof. In case of your failure to appear or answer, 
judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the event 
that there is a deficiency in the sale proceeds, a deficiency judgment may be entered against you.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME. If you do not respond to this summons and 
complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this 
foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with court, a default judgment may be en-
tered and you can lose your home. Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending 
for further information on how to answer the summons and protect your property. Sending a payment 
to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING 
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

This action is being amended to add ‘THE HEIRS AT LARGE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DECEASED’, 
‘WENDY ANN VAN HOUTEN-GAGLIARDI A/K/A WENDY ANN GAGLIARDI, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS 
EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF ELFRIEDA VAN HOUTEN A/K/A ELFRIEDA G. VAN HOUTEN, AND AS 
HEIR-AT-LAW TO THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DECEASED, AND AS GUARDIAN O/B/O 
JONATHAN AND JULIAN GAGLIARDI, MINOR HEIRS TO THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DE-
CEASED’, DOMINICK GAGLIARDI, DIANE GAGLIARDI AND JOSEPH GAGLIARDI, AS HEIRS-AT-LAW 
TO THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, DECEASED’. This action is also being amended to add 
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.’, ‘CAPITAL ONE BANK’, and ‘METRO PORTFOLIOS’, as necessary 
parties to the action as judgment creditors to the possible heirs to the Estate of MICHAEL GAGLIARDI.

WESTCHESTER County is designated as the place of trial. The basis of venue is the location of the 
mortgaged premises. 

Dated: August 30, 2010. /s/, Mark K. Broyles, Esq., FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP, Attorneys for Plaintiff, 
Office and P.O. Address, 28 East Main Street, Suite 1800, Rochester, New York 14614. Telephone No. 
(585) 232-7400. 

(SECTION: 16A, BLOCK: 85, LOT: 15, 16, & 17A). 

NATURE AND OBJECT OF ACTION. The object of the above action is to foreclose a mortgage held 
by the Plaintiff recorded in the County of WESTCHESTER, State of New York on April 14, 2008, in 
Document No. 480940565; said mortgage was assigned to the Plaintiff by virtue of an Assignment of 
Mortgage dated March 16, 2010, and recorded April 5, 2010, in Document No. 500893437.

TO THE DEFENDANT, except WENDY ANN VAN HOUTEN-GAGLIARDI A/K/A WENDY ANN GAGLIAR-
DI, AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF ELFRIEDA VAN HOUTEN A/K/A ELFRIEDA G. VAN HOUTEN and 
MICHAEL GAGLIARDI, deceased, the plaintiff makes no personal claim against you in this action.

To the above named defendants: The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant 
to an order of the Hon. Orazio R. Bellantoni, a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of N.Y., dated 
September 13, 2010 and filed along with the supporting papers in the Westchester County Clerk’s Of-
fice. This is an action to foreclose a mortgage. The premises is described as follows: 

All that certain plot, piece of parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the Village of Tarrytown, Town of Greenburgh, County of Westchester and 
State of New York, shown and designated as Lot No. 195 and parts of Lots Nos. 196 and 197 on a 
certain map entitled, “Benedict Park, Subdivided & Developed by Miller Brothers in the Village of 
Tarrytown, Town of Greenburgh, Westchester Co., N.Y., Scale 1” 50”, dated September 2, 1924, made 
by Ward Carpenter & Co., Inc., C.E., and filed in the hereinafter called the Register’s Office of West-
chester County, now County Clerk’s Office, Division of Land Records, Westchester County, N.Y. on 
September 6, 1924 as Map No. 2660, said lot and parts of lots, when taken together as one parcel, 
are more particularly bounded and described as follows: Beginning at a point on the easterly side of 
Riverview Avenue where it is intersected by the division line between Lots Nos. 194 and 195 as laid 
out on the aforesaid map; Running thence in a northerly direction on a curve to the left having a radius 
of 276.47 feet and along the easterly side of Riverview Avenue an arc distance of 50.00 feet; Running 
thence on a course of South 69 degrees 42 minutes 20 seconds East 129.36 feet to the rear line of Lot 
Number 197; Running thence on a course of South 28 degrees 01 minutes 10 seconds West and along 
the rear lines of Lots 197, 196 and 195, a distance of 64 feet to the division line between Lots Numbers 
194 and 195; Running thence on a course North 61 degrees 58 minutes 50 seconds West and along 
the division line between Lots Numbers 194 and 195, a distance of 110.35 feet to the easterly side of 
Riverview Avenue at the point or place of Beginning. Premises known as 16 Riverview Avenue, Tar-
rytown, N.Y. 10591.

Big Chill, Toasty Town—Friendly, Frenchy 
Québec!
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LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of ZANICK 
Three, LLC a domestic Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC). Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 12/15/2010. NY office loca-
tion: WESTCHESTER County. Secy 
of State is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her to DACK Con-
sulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  
Purpose: To engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

Gravino Group, LLC Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/2/2010. Office location: West-
chester Co. LLC formed in Delaware 
(DE) on 6/4/2010. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to The LLC 45 Field-
stone Dr Katonah, NY 10536. DE ad-
dress of LLC: 3411 Silverside Rd Rod-
ney Bldg #104 Wilmington, DE 19810. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of 
State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

DJL, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/1/2010. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to Corporation Ser-
vice Company 80 State St. Albany, 
NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity. Registered Agent: Corpora-
tion Service Company 80 State St. 
Albany, NY 12207.

NOTICE is hereby given that a li-
cense, number 1249923 for liquor 
has been applied for by Quincy 
Amusements Inc. d/b/a Showcase 
Cinemas to sell liquor at retail in 
connection with the operation 
of a multiplex movie theater in a 
shopping mall under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at 1 Ridge 
Hill Road, Yonkers, County of West-
chester, New York, for on premises 
consumption.

Health Care Links LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/5/2010. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
Kenneth Murawski 23 Red Oak Lane 
Cortland Manor, NY 10567. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Abcmind LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/9/2010. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave, Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activ-
ity. Registered Agent: United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th 
Ave, Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228.

Mike S Boyle LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/21/2010. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 375 State 
St #3C Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF 
WESTCHESTER, US BANK NATION-
AL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
OF CITIGROUP MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST, ASSET BACKED PASS 
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-FX1 UNDER THE POOLING 
AND SERVICING AGREEMENT 
DATED OCTOBER 1, 2006, WITHOUT 
RECOURSE, Plaintiff, vs. JOHN C. 
ALLEVA, ET AL., Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale duly filed on April 22, 
2010, I, the undersigned Referee will 
sell at public auction at the West-
chester County Courthouse, Lobby, 
111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Bou-
levard, White Plains, NY on Janu-
ary 11, 2011 at 9:00 a.m., premises 
known as 104 Washington Avenue, 
White Plains, NY. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements thereon 
erected, situate, lying and being in 
the Town of North Castle, County of 
Westchester and State of New York, 
Section 6, Block 7 and Lot 49 f/k/a 
49, 50. Approximate amount of judg-
ment is $530,843.83 plus interest and 
costs. Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment In-
dex # 1091/08. 
W. Whitfield Wells, Esq., Referee
Knuckles, Komosinski & Elliott, LLP, 
565 Taxter Road, Ste. 590, Elmsford, 
NY 10523, Attorneys for Plaintiff

DJLS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/1/2010. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to Corporation Ser-
vice Company 80 State St. Albany, 
NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity. Registered Agent: Corpora-
tion Service Company 80 State St. 
Albany, NY 12207.

SRCP GROUP, LLC, Art. Of Org. filed 
with NY Secy. of State on 7/7/10. 
Office located in Westchester Co. 
Secy. of State designated as agent 
upon which process may be served. 
Secy. of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against it served upon 
him/her to: 260 Worthington Road, 
White Plains, NY 10607, principal 
business location of the LLC. Pur-
pose: any lawful business activity.

Notice of Authority of ValBacher, 
LLC; Application for Authority to do 
business in the State of New York 
was filed with the Department of 
State on November 3, 2010; Office 
Location:, Westchester County; 
SSNY has been designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served; SSNY may mail a 
copy of service of process to, 119 
North Road, White Plains, NY 10603. 
Purpose: Any lawful Purpose.

Notice is hereby given that a li-
cense, number 1249920 for beer 
and wine has been applied for by 
the undersigned to sell beer and 
wine at retail in a restaurant under 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 
279 N Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, NY 
10591 for premises consumption.--
WASABI JAPANESE SUSHI, INC

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY. NAME: 
AKT LLC Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/09/2010. Office 
location: Westchester County. The 
SSNY is designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to the LLC, 
201 W.89th St., #11G, New York, NY 
10024. Purpose: Any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Apostle 
Management LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with the Secy of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 10/01/10. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as an agent upon whom pro-
cess may be served and shall mail a 
copy of any process to the principal 
business address: Gelfand, Rennert 
& Feldman, 360 Hamilton Ave., Ste 
100, White Plains, NY 10601. Pur-
pose: any lawful act.

The
Westchester
Guardian

Knights Of The Round Table, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 10/1/2010. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 100 Riverdale Ave 
Ste 3K Yonkers, NY 10701. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.
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