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Friends of Phil Zisman 
P.O. Box 336 
Yonkers, NY 10710 
 
        July 28, 2010 
 
Hon. Symra Brandon 
Yonkers Democratic Party Chair 
205 North Broadway 
Yonkers, NY 10701 
 
Dear Ms. Brandon, 
 
 I write to express my deep disappointment in the Yonkers Democratic 
Party’s decision to challenge the petitions that my campaign submitted to the 
Westchester County Board of Elections in support of my candidacy for Yonkers 
City Court Judge. For the reasons set forth below, I am asking you to promptly 
withdraw this ill advised challenge, and let the voters decide in the primary which 
judicial candidates are best qualified to be on the Democratic ticket in November. 
 
 First, I can assure you that the challenge will fail. As you are aware, my 
campaign collected more than 1,950 signatures. Before submitting the petition, I 
verified the accuracy of each signature against the registration rolls, and know 
with certainty that we have exceeded the 1,000 threshold by many hundreds of 
signatures. My review was very conservative. In every case, I matched the name 
of the signer to the listed address in the registration rolls. If there were 
discrepancies, I did not include the particular signature in my tally of valid 
signatures.  
 
 I have done a preliminary review of the specific challenges you have 
submitted, and it is clear that many have no basis in fact or law. For instance, I 
note that your second challenge on the first page of my petitions is to my wife 
Emily Grossman’s signature. I can assure you that contrary to your claims, Emily 
is a registered voter, enrolled in the Democratic Party and that she lives at the 
stated address. She has been a registered Yonkers Democrat in good standing 
for almost twenty years. There is simply no basis for your objection to her 
signature.  
 
 I have kept excellent records related to the petition drive. I kept a daily log 
of petition activity, and a spreadsheet documenting the validity of the signatures 
that were collected. As you undoubtedly know, a petition challenge hearing can 
be very time consuming and given the clear validity of my petitions, such a 
hearing would be a waste of time and money for everyone involved. To avoid 
the unnecessary, meaningless hearing, I am willing to sit down with you, 
the other Democratic candidates for City Court Judge, and other members 
of the Party to demonstrate the validity of our signatures. If indeed the 
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challenge was made in good faith, I believe we should try to resolve informally 
any questions you many have with my petitions. 
 
 Second, I believe this unjustified effort to invalidate my petitions will be 
divisive and may hurt the Party’s chances for success in November. Democrats 
should not fight to keep fellow Democrats off of the ballot when it is clear that the 
requirements to qualify for the election have been met. The challenge will divide 
Democrats and could potentially alienate the thousands of people who support 
my candidacy and signed my petitions. Moreover, if the other judicial candidates 
support this meritless challenge, they may lose credibility in the eyes of the 
voters. I intend to ask each of the other candidates to disavow this challenge.  
 
 When people ask me who I am running against, my standard answer has 
been to explain that I am not running against any of the other Democrats in the 
race, but rather that I am running on my record as an accomplished trial attorney 
and on my 18 years of service to the people of Yonkers as the City’s Corporation 
Counsel and Inspector General. I believe I am highly qualified to serve as a 
Yonkers City Court Judge and I want to put my record before the voters.  
 
 I truly believe that it is in the best interests of the Party to let the voters 
decide which three candidates for Yonkers City Court Judge should appear on 
the Democratic ticket in November. It would be a shame to undermine the Party’s 
efforts to elect the Democratic slate of judicial candidates through a meritless 
petition challenge.  
 
 Finally, for the reasons set forth in this letter, I made an affirmative 
decision not to challenge the petitions submitted by the other candidates for City 
Court Judge. I am more than willing to let the voters decide. Be advised, 
however, that I am prepared to do whatever is necessary to assure that my 
petitions are certified and that my name appears on the ballot for the September 
14th primary. 
 
 Please let me know as soon as possible whether you will accept my offer 
to review my petitions informally. 
 
  
 
       Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
       Phil Zisman 
 
Cc.  Reginald Lafeyette 
 Carolee Sunderland 
 Hon. Thomas Daly 
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 Evan Inlaw 
 Edward Gaffney 
 Hon. Kenneth Jenkins 
 Hon. Andrea Steward Cousins 
 Hon. Richard Brodsky 
 Hon. Jeff Klein 
 Hon. Michael Spano 
 Hon. J. Gary Pretlow 
 Hon. Chuck Lesnick 
 Hon. Patricia McDow 
 Hon. Joan Gronowski 
 Hon. Wilson Terrero 
  
 
 
 


