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 “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 
and when I am for myself, what am I? and if 
not now, when?” -- hillel the elder

“That which is hateful to you, do not do to 
your fellow. That is the whole Bible; the rest is 
the explanation; go and learn.” -- hillel the elder

since the time of hillel the elder, we have 
collectively learned little and remember even less.

The vitriole expressed in The Westchester 
Guardian has never asked for the overthrow of 
government. It has called for those politicians 
who have skated the thin edge of propriety 
beyond the parameters measured for their 
respective elected offices. Must The Westchester 
Guardian bear responsibility for an individual 
gone beyond all expected decorum and stan-
dards of american society? What will stop the 
duplicity of those who say one thing to The 
People, another to those connected though the 
“family and friends” network, and those esoteric 
few who can pay their way into the backroom? 
Who are we defending here?

are we defending the rights of those people 
who can only function behind closed doors, in 
the murky darkness to shut out The People whose 
names are proclaimed, whose money is spent, as 
they are disenfranchised and shunned from the 
process? are we defending those who would dare 
point their accusatory finger at society for their 
ineptitude and inability to guard The People from 
the shoals they sail about that would destroy us? 
Must The People await the “on the job training” 
required of the covetous few who seek political 
power for themselves when they are sworn to 
serve the public good from day one; nothing 
more, nothing less?

should media be silent despite more often 
having greater insight to facts than the general 
public because we are made privy to more infor-
mation? While some will abdicate their duty to 
demands of The Fourth estate, relegating their 
media to nothing but Yellow Journalism and 
agenda driven clap trap, in the expectation that 
society at large will succumb to the malarkey, are 
delusional. Yes, it works with some, but more 
importantly time diminishes its worthiness, 
should it have ever harbored any.

The silent Majority of yesteryear today rail 
at the course of human evolution among our 50 
states. They find their message eclipsed by prior-
ities, agenda, and concerns for which society is 

not permitted the venue to grapple in discourse 
toward accommodation or even resolution. Why 
did they maintain their silence then; why do they 
whinge today?

The salient issues of today revolve about the 
creation of jobs. While some in america will 
extol the virtue of economic indicators showing 
those unemployed to have receded from 9.8 
percent of the work force to 9.4 percent rather 
than climbing higher, as they have, losing those 
who can no longer find a job, the rationale for 
the lowered percentage, the reality should not be 
silenced.

unemployment, due to the lack of job 
creation, that pay a living wage, no longer exist. 
The adage of, “if they want to work, they can 
find work; they are too lazy, and would prefer to 
stay on the dole,” is hackneyed, and more often 
than not, a fabricated lie. stop with the generali-
ties and show me the jobs.

The silence that nurtured pension funds that 
any actuarial would have gleaned unsustainable 
before the first contracts where first signed was 
an act which scoffed reality. But the ink of those 
who signed those contracts laughed at society at 
large for their ignorance of the facts because there 
was no one to educate those of us too ignorant to 
know. Yes, I was among them. I am proud to say 
I no longer cower to the declarations of knowl-
edge from those who will not share their logic 
with those of less acumen. The temerity of their 
conduct is built on their being able to browbeat 
those who would cower at their education, their 
upbringing, their ethnicity, their religion, or what 
have you. It is no longer good enough. It never 
was. Too many of us were ignorant of the ways 
of the world. I have to wonder why I missed that 
memo. Perhaps we were taught to respect that 
which should not have been respected.

Whether frowned upon or emulated, for 
those too afraid to say it like it is, the acid-tongued 
bloggers will. Yonkers Mayor Phil amicone is 
inept. Yonkers city council President chuck 
Lesnick is “Lesnick the Liar.” Yonkers city 
council Majority leader Patricia Mcdow is an 
ignorant thief who has done nothing for Yonkers 
but steal free parking space, among other more 
egregious concerns, from The People she is sworn 
to defend by not paying her parking her BMW 
at the Buena Vista parking 

Continued on page 3

The Hezitorial, By Hezi Aris

The Catalyst for the Vitriol in 
Media Explained
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John Simon 
Esteemed author, and literary, theatre and film critic 

Currently with The Westchester Guardian and the Yonkers Tribune 

11 City Place, White Plains, NY 10601 
Located on the 3rd Floor of City Center, downtown White Plains 

 

For Tickets call 877.548.3237 or visit www.wppac.com  

Andy Propst 
Associate Editor of Theatremania and 
founder of AmericanTheaterWeb.com 

Peter D. Kramer 
Award-winning reporter and educational 
theatre advocate with The Journal News  

An intimate look at the art of theatre criticism 
and life as a critic 

January 23, 2011 
7:00 PM 

Admission $15 
Reception Included 

featuring: 

Continued from page 2
lot for 7 years. Yonkers city council Minority 
Leaders John Murtagh has not translated his 
education and training to anything of worth for The 
People he has sworn to serve, other than to use the 
system to grow his law practice. I can go on and on.

On the county level, rob astorino hires the Phil 
Gilles one week prior to the Westchester county 
Budget for 2011 before its being presented to 
Westchester. It is Phil Gilles’ work that was rammed 
down the public’s collective throats. Let’s not talk 
about it. Let’s not talk about Yonkers Inspector 
General dan schorr not doing his job, preferring to 
skirt the law to appease his paymaster to the detri-
ment of The People. Let’s not talk about it. Let’s 
not talk about the Yonkers Industrial development 
agency saving Louis cappelli’s bum by holding a 
ceremony at Larkin Plaza where they will daylight 
the river. They do so, so cappelli may have enough 
funds to survive. Lest those who may forget, should 
he declare bankruptcy, he is financially not liquid as 
of this writing, Yonkers will be on the hook for $2 
million he was allowed to borrow from the city of 
Yonkers that was a hud loan. Let’s not talk about 
the city’s declining coffers because coY’s corpora-
tion counsel or those it would employ are or were 
not sufficiently capable to sit on the other side of 
a negotiating table to represent The People before 
the developer to iron out a balanced deal for The 
People and the developer. Let’s not talk about the 
subsidies afforded the “family and friends” network 
who earned their sons and daughters an opportunity 
to work for the Yonkers Police department as they 
jumped ahead of the turn and their place on civil 
service exams. The same for some on the Yonkers 
Fire department. Let’s not talk about the cover ups 
regarding automobile accidents, dWI, among other 

conduct to which Yonkers laughed and continues to 
laugh as the system we dare not speak about eviscer-
ates our society its life’s blood.

Those who would demand a lid be placed upon 
legitimate criticism will find their lot eclipsed by 
those who will not only speak, but will inherit a 
more balanced financial paradigm in which higher 
education will bequeath civility among a society of 
greater equals and responsibility among each of us. 
That is the vision, that is the response to the same 
old lines and spin.

The law must be righted toward an ethical 
compass closer to justice than mere loquacious 
pronouncements devoid of value. Those who pander 
to the lowest common denominator must be exposed 
so that they may not abuse The People.

Those who would rail today at the cacophany of 
criticism from every facet of society find themselves 
caught up needing to answer too many at the same 
time. They are simply incapable to contend with the 
veracity of the arguments to which they cannot find 
logical and credible response. spin no longer works. 
The games no longer work, the pandering no longer 
works, Finger pointing no longer works.

The only value that is rearing its head that is 
respected and to which many will heed is the telling 
of truth, exposing the games and the duplicity, and 
righting the wrongs. Those who remain silent will 
have their breath choked from ever speaking their 
tale of woe.

My heart goes out to those who have been 
maimed, or killed, and the suffering of their fami-
lies. The agony we witness today is born from the 
lack of righteousness among us all. It may be too 
late to correct the errors of our fathers. Perhaps 
the telling of the history they created will bring 
an end to the inequity in living, employment, and 

governance they have bequeathed us. Things were not better then; 
they were however able to keep a lid on it. Today, it is our responsi-
bility to use the power of the vote to legitimately make the changes 
to those who have robbed us our voice. election fraud must cease. 
No matter where we look, there are those who know The People are 
being played. It is time to speak out.

at issue today, as it was yesterday, is when will it end. Most 
importantly, how will it end? When will we speak to the issues? 
Those days will not be the end, rather the beginning of a renais-
sance of concepts worthy of the whole of a greater society. aretha 
Franklin had it right, it is based on resPecT.

If there is any politician who cannot handle they heat, it may be 
time to leave the kitchen!

 ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Yonkers, NY -- The popular empire city casino 
at Yonkers raceway comedy Nights, which last year 
brought some of america’s most talented comedians 
to the Good Time room, will begin a periodic series 
of Wednesday performances, beginning on January 
26 when Joe derosa (pictured), Teddy smith and 
dan soder take the microphone. doors open at 7 
p.m., shows begin at 8 p.m., and admission is free 
for all empire club Members. Non-members cover 
charge is $15.

derosa has had guest roles on hBO’s Bored 
to death and IFc’s Z-rock and has been a regular 

on The Opie and 
anthony radio 
show and Fox News’ 
redeye. he also 
taped a half-hour 
comedy central 
Presents special 
which aired last 
winter and his first 
stand-up album “The depression auction” was 
released last summer.

Continued on page 4

Comedy Nights in Good Time Room at Empire City 
Casino at Yonkers Raceway 

The Catalyst for the Vitriol in Media Explained
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

Continued from page 3

smith is an accomplished comic 
whose resume includes past appearances 
on hBO, “showtime at the apollo” 
and BeT’s “comic View.” he also at 
performs often at The comic strip Live 
in New York city.

soder started doing stand up at 
21 while attending the university of 
arizona. after two years of playing clubs 
and casinos all over the southwest, dan 
moved to New York and now performs 
at clubs all over the city. You can also see 
dan on this upcoming season of “Live at 
Gotham.”

additional dates and performers are to 
be announced. Past empire city comedy 
nights have included other accomplished 
headliners like Kevin Meaney, Vic henley 
and rodney Laney.

empire city casino at Yonkers 
raceway is located at 810 Yonkers 
avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704, featuring 
5,300 slot machines, and first opened its 
doors in 2006 to showcase a $250 million 
renovation. Its wide variety of slots 
compliments live harness racing featuring 
the greatest horses and drivers in the world 
over Yonkers’ historic half-mile oval, 
three restaurants, a food court, musical 
entertainment and daily promotions for 
patrons. empire city has become known 
as “The Jackpot Next door” because of 
its accessibility to all areas of Westchester 
county, the five boroughs, New Jersey 
and connecticut. six figure jackpots, 
including several in the $250,000 range, 
have more than enhanced the empire 
city casino experience for lucky patrons.

Comedy Nights in Good Time Room at 
Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway

 ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT  COMMUNITY

The attendance 
at the ceremony for 
Yonkers respect Life 
Week continues to 
grow each year and 

more politicians attended on January 9, 
2011. The event organized by richard 
and Mare Brand attracted hundreds 
of people who listened to a program 
filled with many speeches by the likes of 
archbishop Timothy dolan, Westchester 
county executive rob astorino, among 
other dignitaries. This is the fourth year 
Yonkers has held a respect Life Week 
which was initiated by Yonkers Mayor 
Philip amicone. Master of ceremonies, 
anthony Felicissimo, a co-founder of the 
event, affirmed the need for this celebra-
tion for life to the hundreds of people 
who had come that day.

The opening prayer and talk by rabbi 
rigoberto emmanuel Vinas set the 
tone for the program. his Lincoln Park 
Jewish center is the largest orthodox 
congregation in Yonkers and he expressed 
support for the vital work of this group. 
he read Psalm I in hebrew, english 
and spanish, then said he was “happy to 
be in the company of righteous people.” 
continuing, he compared the meeting 
to a “pep rally” because people need to 
know they are not alone and that “G_d 
cares about you.” citing the “moment 
of conception” as the time when G_d 
knew each of us, he urged the audience to 
“transform this country that is filled with 
G_d’s blessings.” calling Yonkers the only 
city in the east that has a pro-life week 
he credited Mayor amicone for initiating 
the week in Yonkers four years ago.

archbisohp Timothy dolan lamented 
that New York state, unfortunately, is less 
than receptive to the pro-life message.

he showed as an example, an X-ray 
sign about which was written, “dangerous 
to an unborn baby,” and added on a sono-
gram you know it is a baby. Then he 
quoted a teen-age mother who knew it 
when she said, “don’t tell me that thing is 
just an it.” acknowledging that the Polish 
center “is not a church,” he continued, 
“This is a civil rights issue.” he felt the 
civil rights of a struggling mom is needed 

to protect the unborn baby. The most 
threatened person now in his view is the 
“baby in the womb.”

commenting on how far the group in 
Yonkers has come, county executive rob 
astorino cited “extraordinary statistics” 
that caught people by surprise: 41% of 
New York city pregnancies were aborted, 
48% in the Bronx and 60% of afro-
americans. he felt the decade’s 925,000 
abortions in New York city must be cited 
and that we must rethink who we are as 
a nation. The rev.Thomas Berg, Ph.d., 
who teaches medical ethics spoke of the 
efforts to build a culture of life. The first 
place is in the confessional where he said 
it was a “humbling privilege to be an 
instrument of healing.” he emphasized 
reaching out to women who have had 
abortions and asked for prayers.

after the choirs of saint casmir school 
and the Kingdom christian cultural 
center inspired the audience with songs 
and hymns, the rev. James hassell from 
the Latter center complimented Mayor 
amicone’s vision. hassell had opened the 
first place for pregnancy care in the area 
and has pregnant women staying there 
who are not terminating their pregnancies. 
he is giving “a voice to the voiceless,” and 
then admitted a bad decision, when as a 
teen, he had an abortion.

citing biblical references such as 
herod who committed genocide, he 
thanked G_d for “every parent who 
preserved the life of their child” because 
they have made a difference today. 
rebecca hodges, director of the Life 
Options center, reinforced, “every life 
is a gift” and in the six months since the 
Options center was opened, there have 
been over a dozen women who came 
there and two births have resulted.

another, newer threat to the right 
to Life Movement. according to rev. 
Mother Genevieve regina, director of 
the Jeanne Jugan residence, is the threat 
to the elderly. she suggested older people 
should write “a formal directive” of their 
end of life wishes, and have a heath care 
proxy signed by two people so that “you 
can tell the doctor what you want.”

Continued on page 5

Abortion is a Civil Rights Issue
By Peggy Godfrey
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 COMMUNITY

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Continued from page 4

Further cautioning the audience, she 
stated, “We don’t want a roe v. Wade for 
the elderly.”

The last speaker was dr. Nanci 
coppola, director of healthy respect. 
Obama has given the organization grant 
money. again citing statistics, she said 
there have been over 52 million abortions 
in the united states since roe v. Wade. 
Yonkers is no better than New York city 
which has 41% of all pregnancies ending 
in abortion. In Yonkers 43 out of l,000 
girls under 20 get pregnant, twice the rate 
in Westchester, and a significantly higher 
rate than the five boroughs of New York 
city. her program of abstinence educa-
tion reduces risky behaviors amoung 
youth and it is one of only two programs 
in existence to help teens. In her view, 
“self esteem must be instilled in youth.”

among the numerous exhibitors 
was the advocates for Life. according 

to carol Gutierrez, this organization 
promotes pro-life and pro-family atti-
tudes in the community. They are going 
against the trend to address the high 
abortion rate in The Bronx. The right to 
Life Party also was there and is “against 
the culture of death” according to John 
Mark. The group has joined forces with 
the Westchester county conservative 
Party. The Westchester chairperson of 
the conservative Party, Liz costanzo, 
said, “We’ve turned the conservative 
Party back to a pro-life position. We asked 
our people to register conservative and 
we were successful at the conservative 
convention and there is new leader-
ship. hugh Fox, Jr. is the Westchester 
county conservative Party chairman 
and Vincenza a. restiano is the 1st Vice 
chair.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, a commu-
nity activist, and former educator.

Abortion is a Civil Rights Issue

  EMPLOYMENT

Applications Being Accepted for 
Seasonal Park Rangers
Application Deadline is Feb. 25

White Plains, NY -- The Westchester county department of Public safety is 
accepting applications for seasonal park rangers to patrol county parks this summer. 
applications are due by Feb. 25 and are available online at the department of Public 
safety’s web pages: http://www.westchestergov.com/ps.

uniformed park rangers work under the supervision of county police officers 
to maintain a safe and enjoyable atmosphere in the county’s parks. They assist park 
users, provide information on park rules and procedures, help in searches for lost 
children, perform basic first aid on occasion and make regular security checks of 
buildings and facilities.

First-time park rangers are paid $14 hourly. salaries are higher for those who 
have worked as a ranger for the county before.

To qualify, applicants must be a high school graduate, at least 19 years of age, a 
u.s. citizen, a resident of Westchester county and possess a valid New York state 
driver’s license by the time of appointment.

accepted candidates must attend a two-week training program at the Westchester 
county Police academy.

Public safety commissioner George Longworth said that many police officers in 
Westchester, including himself, had their first exposure to a law enforcement career 
by working as a park ranger. “By receiving Police academy training and working 
under the supervision of county police officers, park rangers get a unique view into 
law enforcement and the career opportunities that exist,” he said.

http://www.westchestergov.com/ps


Page 6 The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, JaNuarY 20, 2011

 ExHIBITION

The rye arts 
center in rye, New 
York, unveiled a 
fashion-forward exhi-
bition on January 9, 

2011, dubbed “dressing the Part: Women 
& social change.” The opening reception 
featured a live walk-through that show-
cased brilliant fashion displays spanning 
from 1860 to the present.

The multi-media exhibition was 
designed to show off clothing and acces-
sories from the past hundred and fifty 
years. Its goal is to demonstrate to viewers 
how american women’s clothing has been 
intrinsically tied to the women’s identities 

and the economic and political happen-
ings of their eras.

“It’s an eclectic mix of heirlooms from 
women’s families that we have put in one 
show, from the late 19th century to today,” 
daryl cooper, arts coordinator for the 
rye arts center told the Westchester 
Guardian in an interview.

The exhibition was made possible 
through the combined efforts of many 
individuals and programs. sponsorship 
includes private donations from Mrs. 
sandhya subbarao, Mr. dhruv Narain, 
and Mr. and Mrs. George & Mildred 
Weissman. More basic level support came 
from a grant for the arts in Westchester 
as well as funding from the Westchester 
county Government and the New York 
state council on the arts.

“The exhibit was inspired by a volun-
teer gallery committee that comes up with 
artistic ideas to put on exhibit,” Brienne 
Foley, development coordinator of the 
rye arts center told the Westchester 
Guardian in an interview.

The exhibition includes not only 
clothing and accessories, but vintage 
advertisements from magazines like 

Harper’s Bazaar, framed professional 
photographs and framed quotations 
from fashion and literary icons like Bill 
Blass and Oscar Wilde. Blass offers 
the following fashion advice: “When in 
doubt, wear red.” Wilde noted that “One 
should either be a work of art or wear a 
work of art.” The art of fashion is expertly 
showcased in the exhibition.

among the stylistic features: a 1980s 
vintage jersey with pearl beading by Tony 
chase, on loan from the personal collec-
tion of resident Peggy hill. “elegant 
evening wear” in the form of a satin 
and velvet strapless dress with brocade 
beading on the jacket – part of Oscar de 
La renta’s 1980s renaissance collection, 
also on loan from hill. a 1950s iconic 
poodle skirt is also featured, a part of 
Maureen amaturo’s private collection, 
currently on loan.

Other featured pieces include a 1960s 
velvet and sequin disco Pant set, a draped 
velvet and taffeta cocktail dress from the 
early 1950s, a simply 1960s floor-length 
sleeveless wedding gown, a camel hair 
coat from the 1950s, a bronze evening 
dress also from the 1950s, a modest black 
bathing suit from the 1940s, a taffeta, lace 

and rhinestone cocktail dress from 1936, 
a velvet and lace empire-waist cocktail 
dress from 1965, a brilliant collection of 
1950s fashion illustrations by Frances 
Pugatch and a collection of framed, 
fashion-friendly photos from acclaimed 
photographer Josiah Freeman, ranging 
from 1864 to 1892.

essentially, all of the items featured 
in the exhibition were loaned to the rye 
arts center from private collections. 
among the fashionistas who lent their 
antique pieces are local residents sandra 
Lehrer, Peggy hill – executive director 
of the rye arts center, Jackie Friedman 
– art Instructor for writing and mixed 
media at the rye arts center, Maureen 
amaturo and photographer alan Model.

Prints of the paintings by Nantucket 
Photographer Josiah Freeman are avail-
able through the center. additionally, 
fashion photographs featured in the exhi-
bition are on sale to the general public. 
a black and white shot taken in 1978 by 
alan Model of the Bergdorf Goodman 
store window retails for $400, for example.

The exhibit, located at the rye arts 
center at 51 Milton street in rye is free 
to the public. Its opening reception and 

unveiling took place in early January. 
The exhibit will continue to be on view 
through February 18, 2011. The exhibi-
tion seeks to display through clothing, the 
following widely-held view on women’s 
fashion, which is displayed in the gallery 
and is shared by a range of experts from 
susan Faludi to christian dior:

“The art of fashion, like all art, reflects 
the mood and mode of the times…history 
has inspired fabric, colors, styles, hemlines 
and even the number of outfits worn in a 
day, to tell the story of a woman’s place 
in society. as economies changed, travel 

increased, domestic duties shifted with 
household inventions, men went to war 
and ladies lobbied for liberation, women 
tried on new looks throughout the 
centuries.”

The rye arts center, which was 
founded in 1960 by five local rye fami-
lies, is a community-based, not-for-profit 
organization whose mission is to inspire 
interest and maximum participation in 
the arts in Westchester county and the 
surrounding region.

The center measures 13,250 climate-
controlled square feet. It boasts a viewing 
gallery, performance and lecture space, 
dance studio, art/clay/multi-use studio, 
black & white photography darkroom, 
media lab and music classrooms.

It is a haven for art and art-lovers and 
offers a multi-disciplinary program with 
a range of visual, performing, media and 
literary classes. It serves 17,000 residents 
annually throughout Westchester and 
Fairfield counties, according to a center 
representative. You can find additional 
information on classes and exhibitions 
on their Web site at www.ryeartscenter.
org. You can also find them on Facebook 
by searching rye arts center. Their 
Facebook page boasts extensive informa-
tion on all aspects of the center and is 
updated regularly.

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Rye Arts Center Flaunts Historic Fashion
By Bary Alyssa Johnson

www.ryeartscenter.org
www.ryeartscenter.org
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 GOVERNMENT

New York state 
is considering a 
property tax cap 
on local govern-
ments. If a property 
tax cap is imposed 
on localities, New 
York state should 
also change the law 
and eliminate arbi-

tration panels. arbitration panels have 
the ability to impose large salary hikes 
on police and fire fighters. In 2010 some 

police/fire districts around the state saw 
arbitration awards of more than 4% salary 
increases.

I believe that local elected officials 
should have the ability to control our 
own budgets and to set the salaries of 
all employees who work for our munici-
palities. There are other negatives to 
arbitration panels: Just the threat of going 
to arbitration, encourages many munici-
palities to settle contracts at higher salary 
increases because officials don’t want 
to risk an even larger arbitration award. 

high arbitration salary increases for 
some employees also makes it difficult for 
elected officials to deny other municipal 
employees (teamsters, csea) salary 
increases. Is it fair for some employees to 
receive a 4% salary hike and others to get 
no salary increase?

another problem with arbitration 
panels is that the arbitrators are chosen 
by labor and management. The arbitra-
tors know that if they do not impose a 
generous salary package for the police/
fire fighters they won’t be selected in the 

future. The arbitrators have a conflict of 
interest. If NYs wants local governments 
to cut property taxes - it’s important for 
local officials to have the ability to control 
our entire budget, which includes salaries 
for all our employees.

I hope the Governor and members of 
the NYs Legislature will approve legisla-
tion ending arbitration panels. New York 
state can’t afford arbitration panels!

Paul J. Feiner is Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor

Consequences of Considering a Property Tax Cap on Local Government
By Paul J. Feiner

With an outlook 
of youthful optimism 
and experience of a 
political veteran, New 
York state Governor 

andrew cuomo delivered his state of the 
state message week. The overall theme 
of this message was one of change and 
transformation.

“We must use this moment to trans-
form our government,” cuomo said in 
his message. “We need to transform to a 
government of performance, integrity and 
pride.”

cuomo’s message was the first state 
of the state ever to be open to the general 
public, with a total of 2,200 attendees. 
It was also the first to deliver the entire 
presentation to viewers across the state via 
webcast.

To achieve his vision, cuomo outlined 
four principles that will guide New York’s 
new government to Number One in the 
country.

The principles are as follows: First, 
cuomo calls for a government that pays 
for performance. second, the Governor 
seeks a government that looks to achieve 
numerous results to real problems in real 
time. Third, he calls for a government 
that puts the people and not the special 
interest groups first. Lastly, he seeks a 

government that is a model of integrity.
cuomo went on to elaborate on his 

plans and visions to create the changes he 
so strongly calls for. cuomo seeks, for the 
first time since 1927, to completely over-
haul and redesign our state government.

“I do believe we’re in a crisis and the 
question is can we do the things necessary 
to change that to be the final reality of 
things,” assemblyman George Latimer 
told The Westchester Guardian in response 
to cuomo’s lofty goals. “he was pretty 
clear in identifying that there will be sacri-
fices by everybody to make this work.”

step 1 is to redesign the government. 
cuomo has issued an executive order to 
create the spending and Government 
efficiency commission to make state 
government more accountable by reducing 
the number of agencies, authorities and 
commissions by at least twenty percent.

“This is a time of crisis for our 
state, a time when we must transform 
our government to once again become 
the progressive capital of the Nation,” 
cuomo said. “This is the time to seize the 
moment of opportunity that is before us.”

cuomo also seeks to redesign the state 
Medicaid program. New York spends 
twice the national average on Medicaid, 
$53 billion annually, yet ranks 21st out of 
all states for overall health system quality. 

The Governor has issued an order to fix 
the state Medicaid program by creating a 
Medicaid redesign Team. This team will 
be responsible for finding ways to save 
money within the Medicaid program.

restructuring education is next on 
the agenda. cuomo vocalized the many 
weaknesses apparent in New York state 
schools. For example, the state is #1 in 
cost of educational spending, but #34 in 
terms of academic standing.

cuomo says he will seek to reorganize 
a portion of the state’s education budget 
to create incentives that will reward 
school districts for improving student 
performance and implementing policies 
for efficient academic management.

In a bid to overhaul the overall ethical 
environment in our state’s government, 
cuomo says he will create the “clean 
up albany” agenda. This multi-faceted 
concept would institute campaign finance 
reform by monitoring public financing for 
elections.

“This government has lost credibility 
with the people of this state,” cuomo 
said. “It’s time to pass ethics reform and it 
is time to pass ethics reform now.”

another great hurdle for cuomo is 
to transform New York’s economy. The 
Governor’s first priority here is in regards 
to lowering taxes. according to cuomo, 

New York is home to 13 of the 16 highest 
property taxes in america.

“We are going to have to confront the 
tax situation in our state…the property 
taxes are killing New Yorkers,” cuomo 
said. “New York has no future as the tax 
capital of the nation. Our young people 
will not stay. Our businesses will not 
come. This has to change.”

cuomo has come up with an 
economic development agenda that will 
seek to help our state government on the 
following initiatives:

economic development councils 
will be created. Members will hail from 
the private sector, local governments, state 
agencies, academic institutions and will 
be led by Lieutenant Governor robert 
duffy. The councils will work with state 
agencies to allocate resources across the 
state appropriately.

Next, a permanent “Power for Jobs” 
program will be created in a bid to keep 
manufacturers in New York state to 
provide stability of supply by offering 
long-term contracts and efficiency incen-
tives to reward performance.

cuomo’s reorganization marathon 
will call for many additional initiatives to 
help relieve the state of our state and the 
quality of living for all New Yorkers.

Continued on page 8

Governor Cuomo Delivers Hopeful State of the State Message
By Bary Alyssa Johnson
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Continued from page 7
“at the end of the day we’re in a tight 

spot, so we’ll have to make…compro-
mises to make something happen,” 
Latimer noted.

a last major theme that cuomo 
announced to the public is his goal to 
make New York the Progressive capital 
of the Nation. he has come up with a 
slew of ideas in terms of how to accom-
plish this.

In order to better protect consumers 
and investors, a new department of 
Financial regulation will be created. 
It will combine resources from the 
state Insurance department, Banking 
department, and consumer Protection 
Board. The goal is to regulate financial 
service organizations.

Next, cuomo has called for a 
“cleaner, Greener communities” 
program. This program would provide 
grants to encourage communities to come 
up with sustainable growth strategies in 
housing, emissions control and energy 
efficiency. There will also be an emphasis 
on creating green jobs, building green 
infrastructure and strengthening environ-
mental justice issues.

”Let’s incentivize performance, let 
competition run and let us fund the best,” 
cuomo said. “That’s the Green Jobs 
proposal.”

another one of the many progressive 
initiatives that cuomo seeks to accom-
plish is to provide marriage equality for all 
New Yorkers. he is calling for legislation 
that will legalize marriage between same-
sex couples living in the state.

“We believe in justice for all,” cuomo 
said. “Then let’s pass marriage equality 
this year once and for all.”

In order to achieve everything that 
he has set out to, cuomo believes that 
he must interact with and listen to what 
the people have to say. he has created a 
Web site, www.NYcitizenscampaign.com, 
where residents of New York state can 
offer up ideas, tips and concerns directly 
to their government representatives.

“The power of the people is unparal-
leled…so please submit your thoughts…
and together we will enact the change 
that New York needs,” cuomo said.

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Governor Cuomo Delivers Hopeful State of 
the State Message

 GOVERNMENT

The Trustees and 
I will be conducting a 
public workshop in the 
very near future to struc-
ture our priorities for 

Village government in 2011. Given the 
unprecedented number of state unfunded 
mandates combined with a bleak revenue 
picture, it is incumbent upon us to 
formalize a prioritized blueprint for proj-
ects and spending going forward.

The following are subjects that will be 
on the agenda in no particular order.
•  The timetable for the first stage of 

refurbishment for both Maltby Field 
and sagamore Park as a result of 
grant money received in 2010. The 
grant monies will not cover the costs 
of the complete restoration of the 
parks so the work will be organized in 
logical stages while we seek additional 
funding sources.

•  We will also be finalizing the plans for 
the installation of the traffic light at 
the corner of Kraft avenue and cedar 
street which is fully funded thanks to 
the close-out of some stagnant capital 
projects from years past.

•  The Trustees and I also need to find 
funding for the replanting of street 
trees that have been lost at alarming 
numbers due to disease and recent 
wind and snow storms. It is vital 
that we keep pace with replanting to 
preserve our Village’s character. areas 
of greatest need seem to be in the busi-
ness district especially on cedar street 
and along Meadow avenue adjacent 
to the school track.

•  a priority on our docket will be to 
negotiate contracts with our police 
union, the Teamsters representing 
our Public Works employees and 
the csea representing the library 
staff. contracts for the police and 
the department of Public Works 
employees are set to expire in the 
spring and we have yet to reach agree-
ment for an initial contract with library 
union representatives.

•  Our effort to hold united Water’s feet 

to the fire on hydrant maintenance, 
hydrant painting and upkeep will be 
redoubled given the exorbitant 30% 
increase in rates they were granted 
by the Public service commission. 
We are also part of a ten community 
consortium seeking legislative reme-
dies to mitigate some of these costs to 
our taxpayers.

•  We continue to explore quality compa-
nies and project ideas that will enhance 
the property along Kensington road. 
Our goal is to return it to the tax roll 
and increase the value of the nearby 
homes with a quality development, 
hopefully encompassing parking, 
open space and high end residential 
development.

•  Village staff will be requested to file 
grant requests applicable to any proj-
ects that make sense for the Village to 
relive property taxpayers from funding 
every initiative. Thanks to the efforts 
of our department heads, we are still in 
contention for flood mitigation grants 
at both the county and Federal levels.

•  We will be reaching out even more 
to our neighboring municipalities to 
look for cost savings and economies 
of scale by entering into more joint 
purchasing agreements for equipment 
and supplies. Village administrator 
Porr and I continue to take active lead-
ership roles in the Westchester county 
Municipal Officials’ association. The 
connection with our peers has proven 
invaluable in sharing information and 
ideas which has resulted in ultimately 
saving funds.

•  an issue that must be addressed, at 
least in an early stage, is the amount 
and quality of lighting throughout 
the Village, especially in the busi-
ness district. Not only are the current 
bulb/globe structures the most energy 
inefficient, but they provide a level 
of lighting that met the needs for a 
time when the Village was a less trav-
eled place. an appreciable increase in 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic is the

Continued on page 9

Public Workshop to Structure Priorities 
for Village of Bronxville Government

By Mary C. Marvin

 MAYOR MARVIN COLUMN  GOVERNMENT

www.NYcitizenscampaign.com
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Continued from page 8

result of many factors, including the 
welcome proliferation of restaurants as 
well as many more residents arriving 
home on later trains. Increased illumina-
tion and energy efficiency is a must going 
forward.

under the leadership of deputy 
Mayor underhill, our Finance committee 
will also be convening later this month to 
discuss our investment policies in general 
with an emphasis on borrowing advice 
given the particularly advantageous 

interest rates of late. Just this past month, 
we received a borrowing rate of .86% on 
a one year bond anticipation note. Given 
our long standing need for parking, the 
committee will discuss possible prudent 
acquisitions.

Finally, we will look inward and review 
our staffing levels and procedures in an 
effort to increase internal efficiencies. as 
an example, we are way behind our neigh-
boring communities in installing laptops 
in our patrol cars. a laptop that issues 
computer generated summons and tickets 

would eliminate a duplicative paper trail 
that is both costly and ripe for human 
error in its need for multiple transcription.

Financially, this will be the most diffi-
cult in decades. We were able to craft two 
straight budgets with 0% tax increases, but 
2011 presents new challenges. Our state 
unfunded mandates are at an all time 
high, revenues did not rebound anywhere 
near the hoped for levels, and we have 
little left to trim in our operations. We 
are at essentially minimum staffing and 
virtually every service contract has been 

re-negotiated in the past two years to 
achieve savings and unused funds in 
capital programs were closed out in the 
last two budgets.

We have begun the budgeting 
process three months earlier than usual 
in an effort to make the most careful and 
measured decisions about Village services 
and funding going forward.

Mary C. Marvin is the Mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville.

Public Workshop to Structure Priorities for Village of Bronxville Government

 MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

This Monday, 
January 17th, the village 
is closed for Martin 
Luther King day. 
Martin Luther King’s 
message of equality and 
civil rights is one we 

celebrate in his memory.
dr. King is known to have visited 

in hastings with Kenneth clark, a resi-
dent who played an important role in our 
nation’s civil rights history as well. In 1950, 
dr. clark completed research showing the 
harmful psychological impact of segre-
gation on black children. The research 
was cited as an important basis for the 
pivotal Brown vs. Board of education 
decision that struck down legal segrega-
tion. The clarks hosted other prominent 
artists, writers and activists in their home, 
including James Baldwin, ralph ellison, 
Jacob Lawrence and Jackie robinson. Mr. 
clark passed on five years ago, but his 
legacy lives on and our community can be 
proud he called us home.

While much has changed in this 
country in the intervening forty years, we 
still work to perfect our union, including 
on a local level.

hastings has worked for years 
to broaden the availability of afford-
able housing. Our affordable housing 
committee has built two cottages on 
Warburton (at the base of Pinecrest), 
each with a rental apartment for a total of 

four units. additionally, the committee 
negotiated and oversaw the develop-
ment of 14 units of affordable housing 
on Warburton avenue at division street. 
Our committee has been a model for 
other communities and we are proud of 
their diligent efforts.

Westchester county recently settled a 
civil suit that sets requirements for afford-
able housing for a number of communities 
including ours.

The settlement specifies that a 
community cannot set rules that prefer 
local workers or volunteer in selecting 
residents for affordable housing. hastings 
currently has in place a law that specifies 
that 10% of any multi-unit development 
needs to be set aside for affordable 
housing. The affordable housing 
committee took the opportunity to 
examine our local law and then suggest 
revisions that address the county’s new 
requirements and the Village’s goals. 
They have recommended that the set-
aside continue to be composed of 10% 
affordable housing (though with no pref-
erences) plus an additional 5% that would 
be either affordable housing or what is 
known as “workforce housing”, which 
can be specified for local volunteers and 
municipal workers. The choice would be 
driven by the developer’s economics.

This Tuesday, January 18th, we will 
have a public hearing at the start of our 
usual 7:30 Board of Trustee meetings to 

allow for public input and reaction to 
this change in the set-aside law. click 
here to read the Proposed Local Law on 
affordable housing. If you can’t make 
the meeting but would like to comment, 
please write to the boardoftrustees@hast-
ingsgov.org.

Beyond changes to the law, the 
affordable housing committee has 
several actual affordable housing develop-
ment sites under examination throughout 
the Village. Two sites, a home on Farragut 
avenue and another on Mt. hope (both 
with an accessory apartment) are in the 
approval process. This would add four 
units to our inventory.

There are other sites under consider-
ation as well. We have the potential, over 
the next few years, of more than doubling 
our purpose-built affordable housing in 
hastings. as work on these sites develop, 
we’ll keep residents informed. It’s an 
important and vital 
mission and one 
that the committee 
has devoted 
hundreds of hours 
to and which the 
Board of Trustees 
endorses whole-
heartedly. The issue 
of affordability 
comes in many 
guises – whether 
it is taxes, housing 

set-aside policies, purpose-built housing 
or accessory apartment rules.

Keeping hastings economically 
diverse, promoting racial diversity, and 
remaining a leader in this area is of great 
importance to who we are.

Thank you for your attention and our 
regards on Martin Luther King day.

P.s. If you enjoy the references to 
hastings’ history, please consider going 
straight to the same source I use and 
become a member of the hastings 
historical society. a check for $25 a year 
to the hastings historical society (at 
407 Broadway, draper Park, hastings-
on-hudson, NY 10706) will get you four 
newsletters a year that always include 
interesting background on the Village 
and support a great group that cherishes 
our joint community history.

Peter Swiderski is the Mayor of the Village 
of Hastings-on-Hudson, New York. Direct 
email to Mayor Swiderski: mayor@hast-
ingsgov.org.

Martin Luther King, Affordable Housing
By Peter Swiderski
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  HUMOR

We raised our kids 
with the help of baby 
monitors and nanny 
cams and now, in our 
role as the “meat” of 
the sandwich genera-

tion, we baby boomers are discovering 
that technology can also help us keep tabs 
on our aging parents. The developments 
in “aging-in-place technology” further the 
goal of allowing our parents to safely stay 
in their own homes and out of nursing 
homes. Through devices and sensors 
already available, and other inventions on 
the cusp, we can monitor who’s ringing 
their door bell or calling their phone, 
whether they’ve taken their medication, 
waken up in the middle of the night or 
gotten out of bed, their heart rate, blood 
pressure, glucose levels, and even how 
much time they’ve spent in the bathroom.

some systems include one or two way 
video cameras, allowing us to watch our 
parents going about their daily routine. 
GPs devices in their shoes keep track of 
the wanderings of parents with dementia 
and soon we’ll be able to implant micro-
chips containing health records of seniors 
who might be discovered unconscious. 
(My prediction is that these latter two 
technologies will merge when people 
realize patients with dementia don’t 
necessarily put their shoes on before they 
walk out the front door.)

These inventions may become critical 
tools in our effort to protect and care for 
our aging parents, but beware - the tables 
will soon be turned. Before we know it 
our kids will become the salami of the 
sandwich generation, and it will be infor-
mation about our most intimate habits 
and bodily functions that will be sent 
via email alerts or text messages to their 
iphones.

Makes you wonder if instead of 
watching YouTube, our kids will amuse 
themselves viewing videos of mom 
wandering aimlessly from room to room, 
or dad trying to remember where he put 
his glasses, startling us as their voices 
boom out from the discreetly hidden 
speakers: “They’re in the fridge dad!”.

This scenario raises many fears in my 

mind. For one, I 
worry that I will 
be too boring 
to watch for 
very long, like 
those animals 
in the zoo that 
one glances at 
momentarily 
and then moves 
on. What then 
for my safety 
and security if 
my caregivers 
start channel 
surfing? It would 
be tempting to contemplate keeping our 
voyeuristic offspring glued to the screen 
with some uninhibited octogenarian love 
making, but the thought is too depressing. 
(Not the voyeuristic part so much, but the 
thought that we might still have to deal 
with sex in our eighties.)

But what will our kids really hope 
or expect to see from these recordings? 
It seems to me they’ll be waiting for the 
big event – the catastrophe that justifies 
the substantial investment in the system: 
“Look Jenna! Mom’s fallen down and 
can’t get up. Now aren’t you glad we spent 
all that money on video cameras?” I know 
our kids won’t wish us ill, but discoveries 
like that are really the point of the whole 
thing. and there we will be splayed and 
immobile on the floor, hoping the camera 
angle happens to be trained in just the 
right direction.

and lest anyone become too compla-
cent, it’s worth remembering that the 
technology is only as good as the people 
monitoring it. and so I worry - how will 
my adhd daughter be able to monitor 
the text messages regarding the regularity 
of my bowel movements if she keeps 
losing her cell phone?

But allow me to direct your attention 
to another invention that I’m not sure 
isn’t more frightening than comforting. 
It’s the “med-cottage”, sometimes referred 
to as a “granny-pod”. This is a structure 
installed in the backyards of adult chil-
dren who don’t want their parents actually 
living inside their houses, but also don’t 

want to send 
them to nursing 
homes. Please 
take a moment 
to imagine a 
hybrid between 
a hotel room 
and a doghouse, 
only wired with 
motion detec-
tors, video 
cameras and 
other state-
of-the-art 
surveillance 
equipment.

I can’t rid myself of the image of 
each of us staring mournfully out of 
the windows of our Little houses on 
the Prairie, our respective noses pressed 
against the glass as we watch our fami-
lies in the “Big house” sitting around a 
table in a brightly lit room, enjoying a 
comfortable meal, laughing and, perhaps, 
singing. and then a tornado comes along 
and, like dorothy’s house in Kansas, our 
lightweight trailer-park-for-one is swept 
up into the funnel cloud and carried off. 
unaware, the family in the big house 
keeps on singing.

Well, here’s my thought for what 
it’s worth: If that’s how I’m going to 
be “aging-in-place”, then I’d like to be 
allowed to age in some other place, please 
– preferably one where the backyard has 
a nice pool.

Illustration by and courtesy of Alisa Singer.

alisa singer’s humorous essays have 
appeared in a variety of print and online 
newspapers and magazines across the 
country and in canada. she is the 
author of various gift books designed to 
entertain and amuse baby boomers. her 
newest book, “When a Girl Goes From 
Bobby Sox to Compression Stockings…She 
Gets a Little Cranky,” is available at www.
Lulu.com. You can learn more about 
her work by visiting her website: www.
alisasinger.com or by contacting her at 
asingerauthor@gmail.com.

Aging in Place – My Place or Yours
By Alisa Singer

The 
Anatomy 
of Humor

Irish Humor
By The Westchester Jokester

ethnic humor comes in many forms. It 
often makes fun of the foibles of a partic-
ular group, and such jokes are often told by 
the members of that group poking fun at 
themselves. The Irish are perhaps the best 
known for this. a nation with a tradition of 
bards and storytellers who penetrated every 
corner of the planet, the Irish still express 
a melancholy longing to revisit the green 
hills of Ireland. here’s a prime example of 
a joke expressing this sentiment:

have you heard about the Irish 
boomerang? It doesn’t come back; it just 
sings songs about how much it wants to.

away from Ireland, the Irish exhibit 
an overwhelming kinship with other Irish. 
here’s an example of a joke making fun of 
that tendency:

 a young Irishman is sitting at a bar 
drinking beer and conversing with the 
bartender. another man comes in, sits 
beside him and says, “how you do?” The 
man at the bar hears the lilt and says, “are 
you Irish? “Yes, I am,” the newcomer says.

The first man tells the bartender, “Give 
us another round and one for my friend 
here--he’s from Ireland, too.” The second 
man asks, “so where in the ould country 
are ya from?” “dublin,” responds the first 
man. “dublin, you say? Glory be, so am I,” 
and the second man hollers, “Bartender, 
bring us another round and a shot of your 
best Irish whiskey for me and my friend 
here.”

afterwards the first man asks, “From 
where in dublin?” and the second man 
tells him the name of the street, and the 
first man says, “Well, I’ll be--so am I, and 
yells, “Bartender, another pair of beers and 
Irish whiskey for the both of us.”

Just then the phone behind the bar 
rings. Tthe bartender answers it. It turns 
out to be the owner of the bar asking how 
is business. “Not too bad,” the bartender 
says, “the O’Malley twins are here getting 
drunk again.”

ethnic humor may poke fun at the 
members of another group, in which 
case the humor can be either gentle or 
severe. Take these two examples about the 
friendly rivalry between the Irish and the 

www.Lulu.com
www.Lulu.com
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  HUMOR

scots: There was this fellow who 
Continued on page 11

Continued from page 10

was half Irish, half scottish. he wanted 
a drink but he couldn’t bring himself 
to buy one. and then there’s the Irish 
claim that they invented bagpipes and 
gave them to the scots as a joke--but the 
scots haven’t gotten him the joke yet.

Irish humor is often preoccupied with 
death and premature burial. here’s an 
example: Paddy was found dead in his back-
yard, and as the weather was a bit on the 
warm side, the wake was held down to only 
two days, so his mortal remains wouldn’t 
take a bad turn. at last his friends laid him 
in the box, nailed it shut and started down 
the hill into the churchyard. as it was a 
long, sloping path and the mourners were 
appropriately tipsy, one fellow lurched into 
the gatepost as they entered the graveyard. 
suddenly a loud knocking came from in 
the box. Paddy was alive!

They opened the box and he sat up, 
wide-eyed. and they all said, “sure, it’s a 
miracle of God!” everyone rejoiced and 
they went back and had a few more drinks. 
Later that day, the poor lad died; really 
died; stone-cold dead. They bundled him 
back into his box, and as they huffed and 
puffed down the hill the next morning, the 
priest said, “careful now, boys. Mind ye 
don’t bump the gatepost again.”

The Irish are the world’s major 
consumers of alcohol. On average, the Irish 

put away 3.3 gallons of hard liquor per 
person annually. In addition, the average 
Irishman drinks 40 gallons of beer per year. 
even the Germans, who pride themselves 
on their beer-drinking ability, consume 
only 33 gallons of beer per person a year. 
understandably, Irish humor revolves 
around every aspect of drinking, and the 
consequences of such an all-consuming 
thirst. The next jokes manage to treat the 
subjects of death and of drinking.

Brenda O’Malley is home making 
supper when Tim Finnegan arrives at her 
door. “Brenda, may I come in?” he asks. 
“I’ve somethin’ to tell ya.” “Of course ye can 
come in. sure and you’re always welcome, 
Tim. But where’s me husband?”

“That’s what I’m here to be telling ya, 
Brenda. There was an accident down at 
the Guinness brewery where we work. . .” 
“Oh, God, no!” cries Brenda. “Please don’t 
tell me....” “I must, Brenda. Your husband 
shamus is dead and gone. I’m sorry.”

Finally, she is able to ask abou 
the circumstances of her husband’s 
death.”how did it happen, Tim?”

“It was terrible, Brenda. he fell into a 
vat of Guinness stout and drowned.”

“Oh, my dear Jesus! But you must tell 
me true, Tim. did he at least go quickly?”

“Well, no, Brenda, no. Fact is, he 
climbed out three times to pee.” 

and another: Paddy is lying on his 
deathbed, moaning and carrying on. 
“Mike,’ he says to his friend sitting beside 
him, “I know I’m a goner.”

“Oh, Paddy, have faith, ye still have 
years ahead uv yuh.”

“No, Mike, I’m finished an’ you’ve been 
such a great friend, there’s one thing I’d like 
yuh to do when I’m gone.”

”ah, Paddy, I’ll do anything you ask. I 
swear it to the saints and the holy Mother.”

“Well, dear friend, I have been savin’ 
a jug of fine Jameson’s whiskey that me 
brother sent me from cashel in Tipperary 
some eight years ago, and I would like you 
to pour it on me grave when I’m buried.”

Mike sits silently for a long time, and 
Pat asks again, “Will you do that for yer 
oldest friend, Mike?”

Mike draws a big breath and assures 
him, “Ya know I will Pat, but would ye 
mind very much if I filter it through me 
kidneys first?’

The Irish are a convivial people, and 
much of the drinking in Ireland is done in 
pubs [“pub” is the shortened form of the 
term “public house”]. The humor asso-
ciated with pub drinking often revolves 
around the chore of making one’s way 
home after a bout of sociable drinking and 
conversation. here are some examples :

after a night’s heavy drinking, two 
Irishmen stagger home from their rural 
village’s pub, intending to take a short cut 
through the graveyard. Being much the 
worse for wear, they decide to take a rest 
against a stone, where Paddy reads the 
inscription. “do y’know, Michael, this fella 
here lived till he was 103!” “and did he 
come from hereabouts then?” asks Mike. 
“No,” says Paddy, reading the stone. “he 
was Miles, from dublin.” 

and another: dan O’connell is 
making his unsteady way home with a 

pint of whiskey in his back pocket when 
he slips and falls heavily. struggling to his 
feet, he feels something wet running down 
his leg. “Please, God,” he implores, “let it 
be blood!”

and one for the road: crusty old Paddy 
Murphy is attending a meeting of his rural 
village council when a proposal is made to 
erect a public urinal on the village’s main 
street. Incensed, Paddy rises to express his 
strong opposition to the idea. “Oi never 
heard of anything so wasteful of public 
funds. a urinal, whatever that is, would be 
raidin’ the village treasury, and Oi want to 
cast a no vote,” he declares. 

a friend, sean O’Bannion, stands up 
and explains, “I should like to point out to 
Mr. Murphy that a urinal at the proposed 
location would be of genuine benefit to 
him.” addressing Paddy Murphy directly, 
he says, “Paddy, the way things are now, 
the drinkers who leave Kelly’s public house 
each night pass by your house and have the 
habit of relievin’ themselves on your picket 
fence, which is already startin’ to rot away. 
With a urinal, they’d have a place to go.” 

a look of sudden comprehension 
spreads over Paddy Murphy’s face. “Well, 
in that case Oi’d loike to withdraw me 
objection,” he says, “and support the idea 
of erectin’ a urinal.” Pausing, he adds, “and 
whoile we’re at it, Oid loike to propose that 
we also erect an arsenal.”

The Westchester Jokester mines his voluminous 
collection of humor each week in the pages of 
The Westxhester Guardian.

Irish Humor

 INVESTIGATION

The ongoing shenanigans occurring in the Village of 
Tarrytown could turn into a weekly column. We could 
probably even name the column “how crooked, My 
Village”. however, the residents of Tarrytown must be 
sick to death now of just how not so bucolic their Village 
really is. Not only was the Village caught red-handed 
trying to lie about confined space training, there are 
people coming out of the woodwork to talk about some 
other issues that the Village is hiding in plain sight.

When we visited last week, we were treated to a 
Power Point presentation of just how lovely the new 
Pierson Park would be. Indeed it looks quite nice with 
two separate playgrounds, a water park, an enhanced river 

walk, and a bandstand. It all 
looked so eco-friendly. There 
were trees and bush’s to be 
planted throughout the new 
park. Lovely indeed; but for 
one question. What about 
the approximately nineteen 
dedicated trees that currently 
reside at the park now?

according to Jim ciliberti 
a family member who has a 
dedicated tree down at the

Continued on page 12

At the Edge of the Precipice (I Mean River) in Tarrytown
By Nancy King
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current location, those trees are sched-
uled to be just pulled out and tossed. 
That’s too bad. What is really bad about 
that situation is that his particular tree 
really isn’t in the Pierson Park proper but 
in the oval in front of hudson harbor, 
the new condominium project. his tree 
is being removed because the condo 
board over there feels that in a few years, 
this young tree, that is no more that 15 
feet high, may obstruct the viewing plea-
sure of whomever is living in that ground 
floor unit. The Village originally told Mr. 
cilberti that the tree would be carefully 
moved but as of late, he has been told its 
going and that’s that. Listen, we are in 
the middle of two military conflicts and 
the Village is about to remove a Korean 
War Veteran’s tree because the condo 
board doesn’t like it. holy cow. I can only 
imagine what the local veteran’s group 

thinks about it. alas this is not the only 
veteran’s tree scheduled to be trashed. 
The widow of another tree honoree 
was told that her plaque was removed 
from her deceased husband’s tree to be 
cleaned. Only later on was she told that it 
had been removed and nobody knew the 
whereabouts of the plaque. as of now, 
it’s probably gone to the town dump.

speaking of dumps, the south end 
of this new park will abut the Tarrytown 
Boat club. Being the largest boat club in 
the Village, it houses not only a restau-
rant, but Fireboat 5. This little Fireboat 
has seen a lot of activity this past year 
with the abundance of people jumping 
off of the Tappan Zee Bridge. Take heart 
readers, the Fireboat is safe for now. The 
previous harbor master however is not. 
For as long as anyone can remember, Bill 
Logan has been the harbor master here 
in Tarrytown. Not anymore, the Village 

Board has replaced Mr. Logan with 
Kevin Lustik. This should not really be a 
big deal except for the fact that Mr. Lustik 
does not have a boat. Isn’t a harbor master 
supposed to direct and oversee marine 
traffic in and out of the marina? doesn’t 
a harbor master assist in testing the water 
quality in the hudson river? and what 
was the answer when Mr. Lustik was 
asked why this particular area of the river 
had a lot of enterococcus in this area of 
the river? he seemed to think it was 
from boat owners flushing their “heads” 
into the river. Or better still, from the 
overflow from andre’s creek that floats 
down through the Village. sounds like 
a lot of (no pun intended) poop to me. 
how about just restoring the experienced 
harbor master; who has that large boat 
and is well versed in all things hudson 
river. If the Village needs to find another 
patronage position for Mr. Lustik, look 

for one away from the water.
But, it may not be such a good idea 

to send him back over the railroad tracks 
and up to the firehouses where this orig-
inal story formed. as of last week’s expose 
about the lack of training was not enough, 
this week, The Westchester Guardian 
received a copy of an eeOc/human 
right’s complaint. It seems that a former 
female Firefighter in the Village alleged 
she was sexually harassed and treated 
unfairly. at first blush, the report looks 
capricious and reads like a chapter of a 
cheap romance novel; that is until you get 
to the last page where the hearing officer 
deemed there was enough evidence to 
warrant a full blown lawsuit. When the 
Village is done with this one, they are 
going to wish that their problems were as 
minor as having alcohol in the firehouse 
and worrying that Osha will find out. 
Oops, sorry about that.

At the Edge of the Precipice (I Mean River) in Tarrytown

 INVESTIGATION

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Greenburgh’s Ethics Laws 
Prohibit Elected Officials 
from Exercising First 
Amendment Right to Free 
Speech before Zoning or 
Planning Boards.

In the early night of January 13th, I 
met with the members of the Greenburgh 
ethics Board. The Town’s ethics code 
prohibits elected officials from appearing 
before the Zoning Board to advocate or 
oppose an application pending before 
them. (First amendment doesn’t apply 
here). The ethics Board advised me that 
although I am prohibited from testifying 
at the Zoning Board meeting, I can write 
a letter to the editor, send out a press 
release, hold a press conference or issue a 
statement for or against an application as 
long as I do not personally speak to Board 
members, privately or publicly, or directly 
write to them in favor of or in opposition 
to an application.

I am writing this letter because I 
am concerned. deli delicious, which is 
located at 24 Tarrytown road, in White 
Plains, has an application pending before 
the Zoning Board seeking permission to 
construct a drive up window with paved 
circular driveways. The vote is scheduled 
for January 20th.

I have been advised that the deli 
will close their business if the applica-
tion is rejected. I have also been advised 
that some of the members of the Zoning 
Board may not support the application.

This application is important because 
many members of the business commu-
nity/realtors are watching. If the Zoning 
Board rejects the application, a strong 
message will be sent to others in the 
business community that Greenburgh 
is not open for business. On the other 
hand, if the application is approved, we 
will be sending a message to others that 
Greenburgh is trying to become a busi-
ness friendly community. It will make it 
much easier to replace empty storefronts 
with great tenants. deli delicious has 
been a good business. They have faced 
difficult times due to the closing of the 
Verizon building across the street. Their 

business is located just off of route 119. 
an empty store would do the town no 
good ---in fact it will be costly since the 
owner will be entitled to file a certiorari 
(tax grievance).

I would appreciate it if you would 
write a story about this. although I can’t 
speak to the Zoning Board to express my 
views on the subject directly, it’s my hope 
that some of the Zoning Board members 
will read the article and recognize how 
important their vote is to the Town.

 I also think the current law that 
prohibits elected officials from appearing 
before the Zoning and Planning Board 
to advocate for or against an application 
is a bad law that should be repealed. I 
recall reading about the first amendment, 
which provides freedom of speech, when 
I was in law school. elected officials have 
a responsibility to speak out on issues we 
feel are important to the community.
Paul Feiner
Greenburgh, NY
Paul Feiner is the Greenburgh Town 
supervisor.

Cuomo’s Cart Before the 
Horse

If we do not want property taxes 
to skyrocket, declare it illegal - so says 
Governor cuomo. among cuomo’s New 

Years resolutions is an unrealistic proposal 
to cap property taxes at 2%.

New York’s property taxes are levied 
by its counties, school districts and 
towns. a large percentage of these taxes 
pay for the unfunded or underfunded 
mandates with which these local authori-
ties are saddled. These intergovernmental 
hot potatoes are passed down from the 
federal and state governments to our 
local governments in the form of public 
pensions, health insurance, the MTa tax 
and a myriad of other delegated costs. 
Without curtailing the price tag of these 
insatiable mandates prior to imposing a 
property tax cap, cuomo is putting the 
legislative cart before the horse.

Our local leaders, like those in the 
Town of Bedford, work hard to reduce 
spending and streamline services, but 
under cuomo’s proposed tax cap will be 
forced to cut essential and quality of life 
services in order to compensate for its 
absentee parent, the state.

a tax cap is an enticing idea to 
taxpayers, but without first reforming 
unfunded mandates, cuomo’s proposal 
is little more than snake oil public policy.
Britta Vander Linden
Bedford, NY

To the Editor:
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“Country Strong” (+)
This movie crossed the line entitling it to a plus rating, but not by much. a spectator told me a Wall Street Journal reviewer panned the film but 

that he sobbed throughout the picture. The night I saw it, the audience was 80 percent female classifying it, I suppose, as a chick flick.
I love country music. I’m proud to say that when I was mayor, I met and chatted with dolly Parton before she performed on the steps of city 

hall. she is a very smart woman with a terrific voice, up there with the best female country singers of all time, e.g. Patsy cline and Loretta Lynn.
I also enjoy films about singing legends and thought Joaquin Phoenix did a terrific job portraying and singing the songs of Johnny cash in the 

2005 film “Walk the Line.” I must confess that I wrongly rejected the film at first but was tutored and chastised by my readers, until I recognized 
my error. regrettably, Gwyneth Paltrow, who performs her own songs in “country strong,” is not in the same league when it comes to singing.

The storyline had potential but not enough weight to add up to a great film. Before she has fully recovered from her alcohol addiction, country 
singer Kelly (Gwyneth Paltrow) is removed from a rehab center by her husband/agent, James (Tim McGraw) to go on the road. a big mistake. 
some things were not explained. Kelly, with her husband’s knowledge and acceptance, is having an affair with Beau (Garrett hedlund), a young 
singer/songwriter. Beau is also having an affair with chiles (Leighton Meester), also a country singer. Beau and chiles are part of Kelly and James’ 
traveling troupe.

While this movie does include some good music and the plot is capable of causing people to sob (witness the guy who sat next to me), I don’t 
suggest that you make it a must-see film. It’s a fallback movie in my book.

“Another Year” (+)
I really enjoy British films, except when the dialect is so thick that I can’t understand what is being said. No problem with this movie. every 

word is totally decipherable. “another Year,” which depicts a slice of life in British society, reminded me of the drama portrayed in the live 50s 
television shows, e.g., “Marty.”

While the pivotal London couple in this picture don’t lead exciting lives, they appear to be very warm and loving toward one another. Tom 
(Jim Broadbent), a geologist, and his wife Gerri (ruth sheen), a therapist, are both in their 60s. The lives of other characters in the movie center 
around them.

Mary (Lesley Manville), who works at a clinic with Gerri, is a twice-divorced alcoholic. Tom and Gerri’s unmarried son, Joe (Oliver Maltman), 
is clearly the sexual object of Mary’s fantasies. Tom’s brother, ronnie (david Bradley), is depressed over his wife’s death, and ronnie’s son appears 
to be London’s equivalent of the worst of the motorcycle crowd.

each character has a story played out on a very small stage. The acting is superb, particularly that of Lesley Manville who plays Mary. I loved 
this movie and believe that everyone else in the audience did as well.

“Blue Valentine” (+)
I liked this film which was probably made with very few dollars and should be described as a sleeper. Its distributors have decided that it is 

worth going all out in terms of advertising. They have placed full-page ads in The New York Times and are right to do so.
“Blue Valentine” is not an elegant movie, and the storyline is very simple. The unannounced flashbacks, not immediately recognizable as such, 

are at times confusing. however, the performances of the two principals more than save the movie – they make the movie.
ryan Gosling plays dean, a likeable and intelligent young man who did not finish high school. he falls in love with a warm, loving and very 

attractive young woman, cindy (Michelle Williams). When seeking an abortion (she knows the child is not dean’s), cindy responds to the doctor’s 
questions by telling him that she was 13 when she first had intercourse and that she had intimate relationships with 25 men by the time she was 
20 years old. By the way, the film contains very explicit sex scenes. One involves cunnilingus, a Latin word always acceptable even at dinner tables.

When the film opens, dean and cindy are already married and have a five-year-old daughter, Frankie (Faith Wladyka). Over the next two 
hours, we witness the beginning of their marriage and the deterioration of their relationship. The couple meet in Pennsylvania. I was surprised by 
the ending and believe that you will be as well.

The movie was brought to my attention by a friend who is the father of one of the co-producers, Jamie Patricof. I’m always a little apprehensive 
in such situations, because there is the danger that I won’t like a film and will have to say so in my review. That was not the case with this picture 
which I truly enjoyed.

ryan Gosling, who reminds me of ethan hawke and Mark ruffalo, does a marvelous job in this picture as he did in “all Good Things.” I first 
recall seeing Michelle Williams in “Brokeback Mountain.” she is a first-rate actor, and I’m sure she will appear in many more films in the future.

God is good. My friendship with Jamie’s father goes on unhindered and on the merits. Let me know whether or not the movie provided you 
with an evening of enjoyable entertainment.

henry stern said: “The film is an artistic success, and is being well received by professional critics. so I don’t have to worry about upsetting its 
prospects when I say that I watched it closely, but could not understand what was going on. For one thing, there is the young, clean shaven 

Continued on page 14
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch



Page 14 The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, JaNuarY 20, 2011

On January 6, The 
New York Times reported 

that china has rolled out the J-20 
tactical fighter, its first stealth (radar 
evading) plane, which appears to be a 
copy of the u.s. F-22. according to The 
Times, the “hong Kong editor in chief 
of the canadian journal Kanwa defense 
Weekly, said in a telephone interview on 
Wednesday, “They want to show the u.s., 
show Mr. Gates, their muscle.”

While experts concede that china 
“remains a generation or more behind 
the u.s. in military technology,” and even 
further behind in “naval and air capabili-
ties…it is now unveiling capabilities that 
suggest that it intends sooner or later, to 
be able to challenge american forces in 
the Pacific.”

Today china surpasses the u.s. in 
energy consumption. It was not expected 
to do that until 2015. It now ranks second 
behind the u.s. in its economic standing 
in the world, surpassing Japan. also, 
china owns 25 percent of america’s 
national debt and remains our largest 

ongoing lender creditor. If Beijing were 
to stop lending to us, the interest rates 
we would have to pay others to lend to 
us would be so high that they could cause 
another Great recession.

china’s huge edge in our balance of 
trade is a serious situation which doesn’t 
appear solvable without tariffs or quotas, 
which are unacceptable to the Obama 
administration. The 10-month trade 
imbalance between china and the u.s. is 
$227 billion through October 2010.

all this underlines the dangers that 
face us in the event of war with china. 
Why should we even talk of war? Because 
the u.s. has a “commitment to defend 
it [Taiwan] should Beijing carry out an 
attack,” reports The Times. That china 
is capable of attacking Taiwan is not in 
doubt.

are we in a position to engage in such 
a war? Not as long as we continue to be 
mired in the war in afghanistan and have 
a substantial military presence in Iraq and 
rely on Pakistan.

We now have 100,000 american 
soldiers in afghanistan, where President 
Obama recently authorized the commit-
ment of another 1,000 Marines. american 
and NaTO fatalities in afghanistan 
continue to rise. The outlook for a 
successful conclusion to the war appears 
increasingly bleak.

The u.s. also maintains 50,000 u.s. 
troops in Iraq where suicide bombers 
continue to kill on a sectarian basis 
hundreds of civilians, and when possible, 
american soldiers as well. The Iraqi 
government has just welcomed back to 
the country Moqtqada al-sadr, an avowed 
enemy of the u.s. who left Iraq to receive 
political sanctuary in Iran. he has stated 
that he will not be attacking u.s. forces, 
provided they leave this year.

also, Islamic terrorism is on the rise 
in Pakistan, where last week the governor 
of the Punjab Province, salman Taseer, 
was assassinated by a member of his own 
security team, reported The Times, for 
“speaking out against the nation’s strict 
blasphemy laws, which impose a manda-
tory death sentence on anyone convicted 
of insulting Islam.” Taseer defended a 

christian woman, asia Bibi, who was 
convicted of blasphemy and sentenced to 
death.

The assassin murdered the governor 
in the presence of his fellow security 
members and no shots were fired at 
the assassin to protect the governor, 
raising the suspicion of a conspiracy. 
This is reminiscent of the assassination 
of egyptian President anwar sadat, in 
which egyptian soldiers working with 
Islamist opponents of sadat allowed the 
assassins to get close to him.

The government of Pakistan is so 
fearful, according to The Times, that the 
“President of Pakistan, asif ali Zardari, 
a friend and ally of Mr. Taseer, [did not 
attend the funeral] out of concern for 
his own security.” The Times reported, 
“The interior minister, rehman Malik, 
went as far as to say he would shoot any 
blasphemer himself.” I believe the inte-
rior minister is in charge of all domestic 
security forces. according to The Times, 
“[m]oderate religious leaders refused to 
condemn the assassination and some 
hard-line religious leaders appeared 
obliquely to condone the attack.”

almost all political commentators 
in the u.s. say Pakistan is more impor-
tant than afghanistan or Iraq in terms of 
our national security, since the al-Qaeda 
leadership is located in Pakistan. We also 
know that Pakistan’s national security 
service, the Inter-service Intelligence 
(IsI), has worked with al-Qaeda, and, 
India has charged, was involved in the 
terrorist attack in Mumbai, India. It is 
foolish to believe that Pakistan is in the 
fold of moderate Muslim nations seeking 
to end Islamic terrorism. Yet, our govern-
ment supports Pakistan with billions 
of dollars and continues to reassure the 
american people that Pakistan’s nuclear 

bomb inventory is in safe hands and not 
a danger to the world. I’m not convinced 
our government really knows much about 
what is actually happening in Pakistan.

What should we do? First, we should 
recognize that we cannot win a land war 
in afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan, and 
that our military involvement in those 
countries is seriously hampering us from 
addressing the threat posed by china’s 
rising military power. We should then 
find a way to withdraw from afghanistan, 
Iraq and Pakistan as soon as possible 
(and, in the case of afghanistan, sooner 
than the 2014 deadline which is the 
Obama administration’s current plan). as 
I have stated before, our national security 
needs – relating to afghanistan -- can be 
addressed with special forces and our air 
force. We should also seek to form a real 
military alliance with the sunni countries 
of the Gulf region led by saudi arabia, 
together with Israel. saudi arabia and the 
Gulf countries are afraid of Iran’s getting 
a nuclear bomb and are surely fearful of 
Pakistan’s existing nuclear bombs. Perhaps 
these countries will accept working with 
Israel against common enemies in order 
to have an agreement with the u.s. to 
defend the region from attack.

Finally, we should strengthen our 
military alliances with Japan, south Korea 
and Taiwan, so as to prepare for mili-
tary threats by china. china’s economic 
might cannot be underestimated. Neither 
should its military ambitions.

Let Mayor Koch know your thoughts 
by directing email to eikoch@bryancave.
com.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served 
New York City as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

Ed Koch Movie 
Reviews
Continued from page 13

ryan Gosling she loved and the older 
balding version she didn’t, despite his 
extreme efforts to gratify her. Fine acting, 
good scenery, slice of rural america, 
lovely child, two dogs, all OK. It was 
jus the flashbacks which went over my 
head, but with this advance alert, you 
should be able to figure out the picture. 
anyway, you appreciate what heath 
Ledger saw in Michelle Williams, 
but as for ryan Gosling, a fine actor, 
I keep thinking of Mother Goose.”

check out videos of these and other 
reviews on my website, Mayor at the 
Movies website. and don’t forget to 
follow me on Twitter! Let him know your 
thoughts by directing email to eikoch@
bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served 
New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 
to 1989.

China’s Rising Military Power and What We Should Do About It
By Ed Koch

 ED KOCH OPED

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit  your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the 
Editor will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits. A 
maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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 OPED

From the instant 
his fruitful eight-
year reign ended, 
republicans have 
pined for the next 
ronald reagan. To 

date, no man has succeeded in filling the 
conservative standard-bearer’s legendary 
boots. Well, maybe it’s time to swap boots 
for pumps. could he be a she?

sarah Palin, you say? Perhaps, but 
there’s actually another outspoken, 
attractive, fearlessly conservative Tea 
Party favorite firing up the center-right 
grass roots: rep. Michele Bachmann, 
Minnesota republican.

Forget a senate run. The buzz inside 
the Beltway is that Mrs. Bachmann may 
be looking to add a woman’s touch to the 
Oval Office (beyond just sprucing up 
its temporary occupant’s eyesore decor). 
her spokesman, doug sachtleben, has 
confirmed to media that the congress-
woman is considering a potential 
presidential run, saying: “Nothing’s off 
the table.”

Mrs. Bachmann also hinted at the 
possibility, recently telling MinnPost.
com: “We’re going to have a deep bench 
for 2012, I have no doubt, and I think 
what people are asking for is a bold, 
strong, constitutional conservative.”

Mrs. Bachmann is all that and 
more. Let’s put aside for a moment the 
delightful prospect that the mere chance 
of a President Bachmann would be worth 
the price of admission if only to watch 
chris Matthews’ punkin burst about 
the set of his ratings-scraping MsNBc 
sideshow. The truth is that a Bachmann 
presidency could be just the shot in the 
arm republicans - and our worse-for-
the-wear republic - desperately need.

Mrs. Bachmann has shown 
unwavering commitment to the same 
conservative precepts - be they fiscal, 
national defense or social - held near and 
dear by the Gipper himself. Precepts that, 
when properly applied, took us from a 
deep carter recession - a tiny scale model 
of the Obama recession - to abiding pros-
perity. abiding, that is, until the reagan 

revolution dust settled and godless, big-
government “progressives” wormed their 
way back into leadership.

Mrs. Bachmann has been a stalwart 
in advocating on behalf of constitu-
tional conservatism. she’s chairman of 
the houseTea Party caucus and has put 
her money where her mouth is, voting 
consistently in congress to limit the size 
and scope of government, fortify national 
security and protect life, liberty and the 
natural family. National Journal rated 
Mrs. Bachmann among the most conser-
vative members of congress in 2009.

Moreover, as with reagan, it’s prin-
ciple over popularity with the feminine 
firebrand. she’s evidently indifferent to 
what the moonbat media and the larger 
loony left think about her. This is an 
indispensable quality in a leader “We the 
People” can get behind. she’s a maverick’s 
maverick, not the media’s.

still, Mrs. Bachmann is not afraid to 
shake things up in her own republican 
Party. What she lacks in physical stature, 
she makes up for in - to borrow one of 
the mainstream media’s favorite terms 
- gravitas. If it takes a step stool to kick 
a moderate republican in name only’s 
tail into line, the counterestablishment 
lawmaker will climb it and kick it.

True, a house member hasn’t been 
elected president since James Garfield, 
and a woman never has. But as Barack 
Obama, our first black president, might 
tell you: We live in an age of firsts.

and speaking of Mr. Obama: In the 
unlikely event that you could untether 
him from his tele-prompter binky long 
enough to debate Mrs. Bachmann, I’d bet 
my share of the stimulus money that she’d 
mop the floor with him.

Will she run? could she win? It 
remains to be seen. But one thing’s for 
sure: The fireworks leading up to the 2012 
presidential election will be something 
to behold. Based on her penchant for 
telling it like it is, her existing widespread 
Tea Party support and her fast-growing 
national popularity, if this intelligent, 
principled, bomb-dropping bombshell 
were to run, I suspect her campaign might 
just catch fire.

Matt Barber is an attorney concen-
trating in constitutional law. He is author of 
the book “The Right Hook – From the Ring 
to the Culture War” and serves as Director 
of Cultural Affairs with Liberty Counsel. 
Direct comments to Matt at jmattbarber@
comcast.net / Facebook.com/jmattbarber .

Bachmann: Reagan in Pumps
By J. Matt Barber

I have now served 
on the Westchester 
county Board of 
Legislators for 13 
years. I served with 
both democratic and 

republican county executives. One 
principle I have observed, along with 
the other county Legislators, is that the 
county executive has a right to select 
the members of the administration. 
even though these appointments must 
be approved by the Board of Legislators, 
I have voted to support the county 
executive’s appointments (for andy 
spano and rob astorino), which would 
include several hundreds of votes over 13 
years. I even approved people I thought 
had borderline qualifications because of 
the importance of this principle that the 

executive Branch (President, Governor, 
county executive, etc.) should pick its 
administration. We should only verify 
two things before voting to support 
such appointments: 1) do they have the 
necessary qualifications? and 2) is there 
anything in their background that could 
embarrass the county - like a criminal 
record?

sadly, this past Monday, the 
appointments committee of the Board 
of Legislators decided to play partisan 
politics and totally violate this impor-
tant principle. On a party-line vote, this 
committee voted 2 to 1 to reject two 
very qualified appointments by county 
executive rob astorino.

acting Planning commissioner ed 
Burrows was rejected to be permanent 
commissioner. Mr. Burrows has worked 

in the Planning department for 16 years 
and has been a model public servant 
under both republican and democratic 
administrations. he has won awards 
for his service and could not be more 
qualified for the position of Planning 
commissioner. They also rejected Mary 
Mahon for the position of director of 
real estate. What are her qualifica-
tions? she held the difficult position of 
general counsel of the MTa - a position 
that deals with complex real estate issues 
every day. Frankly, both Mr. Burrows and 
Ms. Mahon are over-qualified for these 
positions.

how could democratic legislators 
Bill Burton and Judy Myers possibly 
vote no on these two highly qualified 
candidates? The only answer is partisan 
politics. My two colleagues have crossed 

an important line here and violated 
the long-time principle of approving 
the county executive’s appointments. 
We can only hope that when the full 
Board of Legislators votes on these 
appointments, they will be approved 
by a bi-partisan group of responsible 
legislators that are more concerned with 
running the government properly and 
respecting principle - instead of playing 
partisan games.

Westchester County Legislator Jim Maisano 
is the Minority Leader representing the 
11th District.

Playing Partisan Games with County Executive’s Appointments
By Jim Maisano
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embattled 
White Plains Mayor 
adam Bradley has 
been pilloried and 
castigated in the 
public press. and 

much of it is fed by the personally ambi-
tious democrats on the White Plains 
city council, many of whom see a “future 
mayor” when they look in the mirror in 
the morning.

despite his well-publicized matrimo-
nial woes, adam Bradley has not given 
any indication whatsoever that he is not 
up to the task of governing his important 
Westchester city.

The highly regarded and greatly 
revered retired supreme court Justice 
samuel George Fredman, himself a 
former chairman of the democratic 

city committee who also served as 
democratic county chairman, has 
spoken passionately in defense of Mayor 
Bradley’s absolute right to remain at his 
post until his personal domestic issues are 
behind him.

(For an audio version of our recent 
interview with Judge Fredman, contact 
Kevin elliott at kevin@wvox.com.)

This whole contretemps is a perfect 
example of our theory of long standing that 
men and women of ability and quality will 
not submit to the rigors of public service. 
and this issue, however unpleasant and 
contentious it may be, would be treated 
as a “garden variety” matrimonial matter 
if Mayor Bradley were in any other kind 
of endeavor or career.

No one knows the absolute truth of 
what happened in the Bradley household. 

No one – the Judge included (albeit a very 
good jurist she is) - knows who is lying. 
and Mayor Bradley certainly deserves 
the opportunity to have his case play out 
via the appellate process.

Indeed with all the carping and back-
stabbing which has been visited on adam 
Bradley by members of his own political 
tribe, he has diligently and sincerely – and 
effectively - applied himself to the Peoples 
Business without any noticeable let up.

We don’t believe a man’s political 
career should be destroyed by the self-
serving ambition of the democratic 
members of the city council (or by our 
own colleagues in the public press!).

and everyone else should just stay the 
hell out of this mess until it can be proven 
beyond a reasonable doubt that Mayor 
adam Bradley is unable to govern.

so far we haven’t seen that. In fact, he 
has applied himself to his municipal duties 
with vigor, determination and an opti-
mistic demeanor – as well as a good heart.

We certainly agree with Mr. Justice 

Fredman, a man of great probity who, at 
86, is, in every telling, a grey eminence and 
statesman of our Westchester community, 
that the attempted “public hanging” of 
adam Bradley tarnishes and diminishes 
the image of the entire city as well as a 
political party.

The duly elected Mayor is entitled 
to all the legal remedies available to him, 
even in the face of the character assassina-
tion to which he has been subjected.

Indeed, our own republican “lean-
ings and inclinations” are well known to 
one and all. But the vitriol being heaped 
on Mayor Bradley by those bearing a 
political agenda should concern everyone 
interested in fair play.

The whole, unhappy matter is in 
the courts where it should play out and 
remain.

and the Mayor should remain in city 
hall where he is doing an exemplary job.

“duly-elected” is the key.

William O’Shaughnessy is the President and 
Editorial Director of WVOX and WVIP

Stay the Course with Mayor Bradley
By William O’Shaughnessy
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so much has been 
written about the 
tragic shootings in 
arizona that we are 
reluctant to add to the 

paper flow. The terrible event has given 
people the opportunity to express their 
views on hatred (a word which is variously 
defined), guns (including Glocks with 
extra ammunition clips), the right (near, 
far and in between) and mental illness 
(schizophrenia, paranoia, et al.).

We believe that the murders in 
Tucson were more than 90 per cent the 
consequence of the shooter’s insanity, and 
less than 10 per cent due to the political 
climate. We know he was crazy, but he did 
fix on this congresswoman as the object 
of his twisted rage. We cannot measure 
the precise components of his delusions, 
but those who say the crime was primarily 
the result of arizona’s loose gun laws 
and political climate are less accurate, in 

our judgment, than those who attribute 
it mainly to the shooter’s schizophrenia. 
It is remotely possible that his insanity 
will excuse him from criminal liability, 
and spare him from execution or a prison 
sentence, but that is highly unlikely 
considering the celebrity and status of his 
victims.

With regard to guns, it seems ridicu-
lous that anyone, crazy or not, can go 
into a store and buy extra ammunition 
clips, but remember that all the killing 
was done with the first clip he used. The 
clip he bought was said to be illegal from 
1994 to 2004, but that law sunset and was 
not renewed due to the gun lobby. The 
National rifle association has enormous 
influence in Washington, based in part 
because it has so many members who feel 
the way they do and vote that way.

The same Founding Fathers who 
gave us the First, Fourth and Fifth 
amendments in the Bill of rights gave us 

the second amendment, and it is hard to 
conclude from the text that it refers only 
to organized militias. Perhaps it should, 
but that is not the way it reads. This is the 
full text:

“a well regulated Militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free state, 
the right of the People to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be infringed.”

We believe that the right to bear arms 
should be subject to reasonable regulation, 
and we prefer the New York standard to 
the arizona standard, which reflects 
the views of owners of widely sepa-
rated homes, some near the border with 
Mexico, and all a few generations from 
the Wild West. We approve of what over 
five hundred american mayors are doing 
to promote arms control, and respect but 
regret the fact that tens of millions of 
americas feel differently, based on their 
culture, their attitude, and their percep-
tion of danger.

The most important lesson we draw 
from the Tucson tragedy is relatively 
simple: There are hundreds of thousands, 
possibly millions, of mentally ill people 
in this country who are not institutional-
ized and not taking proper medication. 
Occasionally, these people do terrible 
things.

The first mass killer, and possibly the 
role model for the others, was charles 
Whitman, who killed 16 people, shooting 
from a tower at the university of Texas in 
austin on august 1, 1966. he was shot 
by the police.

The Virginia Tech murder of 32 
students and faculty in april 2007, less 
than four years ago, was the most deadly 
instance of this kind. The killer was 23 
years old and committed suicide after the 
shootings.

The slaughter which caused the most 
intense reaction took place at columbine 
high school on april 20 (hitler’s 
birthday), 1999, where two high school 
seniors murdered death twelve other 
students and one teacher before shooting 
themselves.

Other similar episodes have received 
lesser attention, but the issue of mental

Continued on page 17
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Before They Kill More
By Henry J. Stern

What Do We Do With People Who 
We Believe Are Insane But Haven’t 
Killed Anybody?

 CIVIC
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Continued from page 16

health is a factor in all these killings. The ques-
tion arises: What do you do with people who are 
reasonably believed to be mentally ill, but have not 
yet done any harm to themselves or others? can 
they, or should they, be locked up because they 
present risk factors? Who measures the risk, and 
what are the standards for any determination?

If we believe that nothing can be done until the ill 
person acts out his fantasies, we may be condemning 
innocent strangers or bystanders to death. should 
we call those murders the price of living in a free 
society? These are the questions that should receive 
the most attention after the tragedy in arizona. If 
we are able to find answers, we may save the lives 
of other people: congressmembers, judges, children, 
ordinary americans who may be doomed by society’s 
refusal to respond to strong clues that some people 
are mentally ill.

We are even uncomfortable with words like 
“crazy” and “wacko” because they are politically 
incorrect. Politicians today risk their careers by using 
words that the language police consider inappropriate 
under the latest and most refined standards. even 
the word “retarded”, once a euphemism for feeble-
minded, has been abandoned in some jurisdiction in 
favor of “developmentally disabled”, and people who 
say “retarded” are forced to apologize publicly.

elegant language, however, is not the major 
difficulty in dealing with mental health issues. We 
would welcome your opinions on the substance of 
these questions we have raised in these paragraphs. 
We believe there are no ready answers, but certainly 
there are things that can be done that are not being 
done today.

For example: are there any standards of conduct 
that should be applied to non-criminal behavior 
where the person involved might, or might not, 
endanger others? can people be deprived of their 
liberty because of a mental defect or tendency that 
either is, or is not, treatable? Who, if anyone, has an 
obligation to report behavior which indicates mental 
illness? To what authorities should concerned citi-
zens address their observations of the subject’s words, 
threats or actions? Would they be subject to lawsuits 
by a person whose conduct they felt was potentially 
dangerous?

You can see why the policy in this area is often to 
do nothing. Perhaps, with insight, we can do some-
thing to protect our citizens from the tragedy we 
have so recently endured, and from others that are 
likely to occur in the years ahead.

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct email to him 
at StarQuest@NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing 
at New York Civic.

Before They Kill More

recent news tells us that the 
american economy is continuing to 
move in the right direction, creating 
private sector jobs for twelve months 
in a row.  The Obama administration 
has worked hard to turn around the 
economy.  and last year’s compro-
mise to reduce taxes, as well as the 

tax relief provided to small businesses by health insurance 
reform, have also provided necessary certainty to help get 
businesses to hire again. 

But this week, some in congress would end this 
economic certainty by repealing the new health care law.  
repeal would be a mistake for rural america.  Not only 
would it take away certainty from small businesses that are 
increasingly looking to hire and offer health care to their 
employees – but it would take away important changes to 
our health care system that are already benefiting families 
across the nation. 

Today, the health care law means that children can no 
longer be refused coverage because of their pre-existing 
condition(s).  and insurance companies can no longer 
cancel your coverage without cause when you get sick.  If 
congress repeals the law, insurance companies could once 
again shut these families out.

The new law has eliminated lifetime dollar limits on 
benefits.  repeal would mean that folks once again risk 
losing their health insurance when they are very sick and 
need it the most. 

The law requires insurers to cover prevention and well-
ness benefits free-of-charge, so families never pay out of 
pocket for immunizations or tests to detect diabetes and 
cancer.  repeal of the bill would force many rural americans 
to skip the preventative care they need – leading to more 
health problems and increased costs in the long run. 

and for years, many rural communities have had short-
ages of doctors and nurses.  The law supports the training, 
education and placement of thousands of new primary care 
providers for small towns.  and to make it easier for rural 
doctors to serve their communities, it increases Medicare 
and Medicaid reimbursement rates and expands the 
capacity of community health centers.  repealing the 
law will end these investments and punish rural doctors. 

Finally, rural americans know how to live within a 
budget, and they expect government to do the same.  But 
if congressional republicans are successful in repealing this 
law, it would increase the federal budget deficit by $230 
billion within a decade, according to the non-partisan 
congressional Budget Office. 

For far too long, rural americans have gotten the short 
end of the stick when it comes to health care.  Fewer rural 
americans are insured than americans in urban area; they 
often skip care they need, and they pay more out-of-pocket. 

But our new health care law is changing that, and 
building a better quality of life for rural communities.  It 
is lowering health care costs, guaranteeing more choices to 
families, and enhancing the quality of care.  What’s more, it 
is helping small businesses with tax credits, and providing 
the certainty our economy needs to keep growing. 

We cannot go back to the days when we took away 
coverage from cancer patients, when a mother would skip 
the mammogram her doctor recommended to instead pay 
her rent, when a senior citizen had to make the choice each 
week between the medicine they needed or dinner.  For 
the long term health of our economy, and our families and 
communities across rural america, we cannot afford the 
repeal of this legislation. ‘

Tom Vilsack is the United States Department of Agriculture 
Secretary 

Rural America Needs our Health Care Law
By Tom Vilsack 

all decent people condemn the shooting of rep. 
Giffords in arizona, but, as expected, leftwing zealots are 
using the tragedy as an attempt to score political points for 
their agenda. New York Times columnist Paul Krugman, 
always ready with a kneejerk reaction to anything that 
might be twisted out of proportion and favor his far left 
ideology, said Giffords was shot because she is a democrat 
who survived a GOP sweep in her state. The fact that 
the gunman, Jared Loughner, who has been described 
by former classmates as a leftwing liberal whose favorite 

readings included “Mein Kampf ” and “The Communist 
Manifesto,” doesn’t seem to resonate with those who seek 
to put a GOP conservative label on this nut case. In less 
time than it takes to say “political advantage,” the left of 
center opportunists and their media acolytes were calling 
for an end to “hate speech” (translation: any speech that 
criticizes a leftist policy or program). Instead of fanning 
the flames of discontent with more heated political rhet-
oric, we need to keep in mind that

Continued on page 18

Another Mourning in America
By Bob Weir

 WEIR  ONLY HUMAN
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Giffords and several others, included a 
nine year-old girl, were shot by a lunatic 
with a gun who had exhibited bizarre 
behavior long before election day 
last year, and long before sarah Palin 
entered the national political arena. six 
human lives were snuffed out in seconds, 
including the life of 9 year-old christina 
Taylor Green, who went to the rally 
because she wanted to learn more about 
government. her mother, roxanna 
Green, said, “I allowed her to go, 
thinking it would be an innocent thing.”

While congresswoman Giffords 
fights for her life and several others are 
recuperating from their wounds, six fami-
lies had to bury their loved ones. all life is 
precious, but the sudden death of a child 
is particularly heart-wrenching. We can 
only imagine how rewarding christina’s 
life might have been to her family and to 
the world. even at her tender young age, 
she was serving on the student council of 
her elementary school. already a commu-
nity volunteer, this bright, precocious 
child worked for a charity that helped 
other children in need. We’ll never know 
how much she could have impacted the 
lives of others. Maybe she would have 
found a cure for cancer that saved your 
child’s life 25 years from now. Perhaps 
she would have successfully arbitrated 
a peace agreement, finally ending the 
nuclear arms race forever. Instead, her 
life poured out onto a concrete sidewalk 
at a shopping center in Tucson. christina 
couldn’t have understood the psychotic 
fury that would cause a maniac to fire a 
bullet into her chest. she was brought 
into the world on september 11, 2001, a 
day much of the world mourned the 3000 
victims of an implacable madness that has 
gripped humanity. her young life ended 
in another act of madness.

her mother had every right to 
believe that her daughter would be safe 
at a mid-afternoon gathering at a local 
supermarket. Yes, children are killed every 
day in this country and the only reason 
we’re hearing so much about christina is 
because she was one of several, including 
a notable figure, slaughtered by a crazed 
gunman. Yet, if her life, or ours, is to have 
any meaning at all, we must learn some-
thing from it. That little girl counted on 
us, the adult population, to keep her safe, 
and we failed her. she was too young and 

innocent to understand that evil people 
exist and they have no compunction about 
taking human life, whether it’s at a polit-
ical rally, a school, or an army base. she 
didn’t live long enough to be on the alert 
for creatures like Loughner, who freely 
walk among us, posing as normal, until 
their malevolent actions are unleashed 
on society. This monster was known as 
a ticking time bomb. One person said 
he always seemed like the type that gets 
a gun and starts shooting people. Others 
said he was always behaving strangely, 
talking about devil worship and praying to 
human skulls. It should go without saying 
that his dangerously erratic behavior 
should have been reported to authori-
ties, who may have been able to get him 
psychiatric help.

hindsight is 20-20, but this type of 
tragedy happens much too often and 
should illustrate that we need people 
with the courage to point out those who 
appear to be severely mentally unbal-
anced, before they strike. rather than 
continue the bitter, politically-motivated 
rhetoric about which notable figures have 
blood on their hands, let’s get all sides 
together to find a way to recognize and 
prevent future bloodshed. Our children 
and grandchildren expect us to be intelli-
gent enough and brave enough to protect 
them from monsters. They don’t expect us 
to use their blood to gain advantages for 
one political party or another.

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the 
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which 
were performed in plainclothes undercover 
assignments. During his early years with 
NYPD, Bob earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree, cum laude from New York Institute 
of Technology. He retired as a sergeant after 
supervising patrol in Midtown Manhattan, 
the busiest precinct in the country.He would 
eventually move to Flower Mound, Texas, 
where he began a writing career that started 
about 12 years ago having his first book 
published in 1999. Bob went on to write and 
publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in 
Black and White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers 
that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” and “Out 
of Sight,” are available at Barnes & Noble, 
Amazon.com, Books-a-million, and other 
major online book sellers. He also became a 
syndicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human”.

Another Mourning in America
 OPED  RADIO

Gerald Celente On the Level with 
Narog and Aris

New rochelle, NY -- Trends Journal Publisher 
Gerald celente is richard Narog’s and hezi aris’ 
guest this Tuesday, January 18th, from 10 am through 
10:30 am, on WVOX-1460 aM on your radio dial 
and worldwide on www.WVOX.com. during the 
second half hour, we will delve into issues of local political concern. The Westchester 
Guardian’s and Yonkers Tribune’s Eye on Theatre critic John simon is scheduled for 
January 25th.

Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to WhYTeditor@gmail.
com for possible use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the course of an 
interview.

Wednesday mornings at 8:37 am when he and Bob Marrone discuss issues on 
the Good Morning Westchester radio program hosted by Bob Marrone.

 SAFETY

The city of White Plains received 
a grant of nearly 9,000.00 dollars from 
NFP Property and casualty 
services in conjunc-
tions with the 
Fireman’s Fund 
Insurance 
Program. The 
grant enabled 
the White Plains 
Fire department 
to make a dVd 
highlighting fire 
safety in high rise 
buildings. The dVd 
will be made available 
to occupants of the over 
150 high rise buildings 
here in White Plains. The 
dVd acts as a training tool 
to corporations on what protocol 
should be followed in the even a fire 
occurs in their building.

It is hoped that after viewing the dVd, 
businesses will appreciate the importance 
of implementing a fire safety and evacua-
tion plan. This was the fourth grant since 
2006 that the Fireman’s Fund bestowed 
to the White Plains Fire department 

totaling nearly$37,000, so far. Other 
grants provided mobile computer systems 

for the apparatus, purchase of 
rescue tools, and other 

safety education 
programs.

It makes sense 
for White Plains 
to provide this 
type of training 
to current and 
prospective tenants. 
a city as large 

and as diverse as 
Westchester county 

enhances its economic 
development efforts with 

those same tenants by 
having them feel safer and 

more secure in their places of 
work. In addition to the dVd, 

the White Plains Fire department 
can assist any corporation with updating 

a safety plan or to provide hands on 
training a company may need.

For more information, please 
contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at 
914-422-6316.

White Plains Fire Department Receives 
High Rise Grant
By Nancy King

www.WVOX.com
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 SHOW PREP

a couple of 
years ago I wrote 
about the jelly 
man from south 
Brooklyn and how 
he took this father-
less eight year old 
under his wing 
and taught him 

all about politics, science and internal 
combustion engines. I will remember 
until I die Mr. shulthies...he Wanted 
me to call him chris, his first name… 
patiently explaining to me how the valves 
in a six cylinder motor would open and 
close to allow the mixture of fuel and 
air to enter, ignite, then let the exhaust 
escape, before the process began again. 
he did this as we sat upon the top of 
man-made mountains of cases of jelly 
ready for shipping. They were stored in 
a large warehouse type room, sitting next 
to identically stacked cases of empty jars 
waiting for the orders to fill them. For a 
kid, it was a special place to hang out, play 
cards or hide and seek and get an educa-
tion. It was on these cardboard peaks 
where I leaned to disagree and still love 
the person I disagreed with.

In these past few weeks I have found 
myself wishing that this special man 
were still alive and I could ask him what 
to make of the political dialog of my 
country mates. he was quite opinionated 
and as the years past and I developed my 
own political positions we would debate 

loudly and often. even as I was in high 
school, then early college, I would stop 
by the jelly factory during the label cycle 
to have at it with my mentor. Who cares 
about the label cycle, you ask? Well, chris 
was a diehard calvinist when it came to 
work. since that I was no longer a child, 
there was no way he was stopping work 
to chat about the world. But during the 
hours between 3:30 and 5:00, when the 
sterilized jars came out of the wooden 
enclave, he and his able aide harold 
would manually apply the labels to that 
day’s production. he did this even though 
he owned the place. during this task he 
could talk while he applied the labels to 
an inexpensive paste he made from flour 
and steam, before pressing them on to the 
colorful product.

 hell, he didn’t even need to work 
anymore. chris was the sole air of a well 
to do German family who had immi-
grated to the united states just before 
he was born. Not knowing he would 
eventually inherit all he set out to make 
his fortune on his own in the food busi-
ness. he loved the american free market 
and did well. he was frugal though. he 
drove a Mercury comet with no radio, 
and lunch each days was jelly on toast; 
the jelly almost always from the last jar 
of an order when the contents did not 
go all the way to the top…honest. he 
was as conservative as they come, even 
by today’s standards. Indeed, he lived 
though the defining times of liberal verses 

conservative.
chris disliked Fdr and blamed 

him and the New deal for weakening 
america. he believed that what made 
america great was the freedom of the 
individual and responsibility that went 
along with it. his parents had left their 
native country to be free of the heavy 
hand of the Kaiser and disliked any strong 
central government. he would explain at 
length how and why he felt the way he 
did. he enjoyed the then young William 
F. Buckley and encouraged me to read 
him which I did. I continued to read and 
admire the great conservative icon until 
his death only a couple of years ago.

as I got older and my politics went 
from conservative to liberal and back to 
what I can best describe as politically 
incorrect center left, chris never got angry 
or personal. I would kid him that his poli-
tics were like his travel preferences (he did 
not believe in flying), and he would tell me 
that when I got older I would see things 
differently. The defining feature of our 
conversation was thoughtful dialog. chris 
insisted that my arguments be based on 
reason and good will. at the height of our 
frequent disagreements I never felt ostra-
cized or disliked. We were bound by our 
love of politics and other mutual interests 
in astronomy and science.

Last week a man I consider a friend, 
and still do, came in my studio irate 
over some fun I had at the expense of 
Tea Partiers on my morning show. he 

followed that up with a gratuitous shot at 
a liberal talk show host who simply had 
the temerity to say hello. a local pundit 
was unable to come to grips with the fact 
that when I had written how great free 
markets were, I saidt even liberals like 
them. In his mind, apparently, no liberals 
could ever like the free market. Far right 
and far left talk show hosts are constantly 
spewing angry hate filled diatribes. In my 
view the conservatives are worse. Maybe 
it’s because their audience is angrier, or 
maybe it pays better.

I was only one paragraph into 
this column when I heard about the 
congresswoman from arizona who was 
shot. she was also one of the legislators 
marked with a bulls eye on sarah Plan’s 
web site. Now Ms. Palin, while ever angry 
and using her venom to inspire the equally 
malcontent, certainly did not mean for 
someone to go out and shoot anyone. For 
people like her ( or any charlatan, such as 
the TV reverend who tells you God will 
grace you for your $1000 contribution ), 
the words are just a means to achieve a 
goal. Palin wants you to support her and 
the TV preacher wants your money. They 
both use the base emotions of fear and 
anger to achieve their goals. The differ-
ence between them, is that the preacher 
knows words have consequences, whereas 
Palin and her ilk either know and don’t 
care, or just don’t know.

I wonder what chris, the jelly man, 
would think of all this. I sure could use 
chris right now. I bet a lot of people could.

Listen to Good Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone from 6-9 a.m., from Monday 
through Friday. Direct email to Bob 
Marrone at Bob@WVOX.com, and visiting 
the BobMarrone.com website. 

Hate, Anger and My Political Father
By Bob Marrone

 THE SPOOF

In an article “Twitter 
Wikileaks Fiasco: Will 
Twitter Fold Or Fight?” on 
Gizmocrunch, it’s stated: 
“The us government 

has requested Twitter hand in informa-
tion that is “relevant and material” to the 
Wikileaks investigation . . .”

Gail Farrelly, investigative reporter 
at The spoof, has been able to infiltrate 
Twitter and find the series of tweets 
(increasingly more urgent as time went 
on) from the u. s. government to Twitter 

management. In chronological order, here 
are the most important of these tweets 
(each is, of course, 140 characters or less):

sent two weeks ago . . . “Kindly send us 
all the documents related to WikiLeaks. 
We appreciate your cooperation.”

sent three days later . . . “Just a brief 
reminder to forward us the WikiLeak 
documents asaP. Thank you in advance.”

sent two days after that . . . “Please do 
not forget to send us the WikiLeak docu-
ments. This is of the utmost importance.”

sent a week ago . . . “Be good enough 

to give us those WikiLeak documents or 
you may be subject to a lawsuit.”

sent this morning . . . “Time is up, 
scum of the earth. We will be arriving at 
your office to bust your butt, get those 
WikiLeak documents, and close down 
your shop.”

The eNd (at least for now)

Gail Farrelly (www.FarrellysistersOnline.
com) writes mystery novels and short 
stories as well as Op-eds. she also 
publishes satire pieces (Gail Farrelly’s 

satire and parody stories) on Thespoof.
com, a British website. her latest mystery 
novel is Creamed at Commencement:  A 
Graduation Mystery. The first chapter is 
available on her website. Gail is working 
on a fourth mystery, The Virtual Heiress.

WikiLeaks, Twitter, & U.S. Government; Secret Tweets Revealed
By Gail Farrelly

www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
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 SPORTS

Olympians and Paralympians were 
among those honored at the 2010 
Women’s sports Foundation annual 
salute to Women in sports awards dinner, 
in New York on Oct. 12, 2010.

CAAMANO: how did you get 
started in Bobsledding?

MEYERS: I grew up playing soft-
ball, wanted to go to the Olympics, but 
the sport was taken out of the Olympics. 
My parents saw bobsled on TV during 
the Olympics; recognized it was for fast 
and powerful athletes, and recommended 
I try it. I emailed a coach, got invited to 
a tryout in Lake Placid, NY, and the rest 
is history.

CAAMANO: can you give us an 
overview of the sport? What type of 
equipment do you use and do you own 
your own equipment?

MEYERS: We use our bobsleds, 
which are made of fiber glass, and runners 
(our blades) made of steel. The athletes 
wear special shoes (bob spikes), and wear 
speed suits. I currently own one set of 
runners, but the best pilots in the world 
own multiple sets- which I hope to be 
able to purchase one day. Our federa-
tion owns our sleds, and we are granted 
their use based on our ranking, but if our 
ranking drops, we could lose our sled. I 
would like to buy my own one day, but 
they are very expensive.

CAAMANO: It seems Bobsledding 
would be an expensive sport if you are just 
starting out. What are the costs for the 
sled and does a track let you use the ones 
on site or do you have to buy one?

MEYERS: Our federation lets us 
use their sleds, but even if you don’t have 
a sled, you have to rent it, which can be 
very expensive. sleds, at the minimum, 
to buy are $40,000, and some can be over 
$100,000. Tracks don’t let you use the 
ones on site (unless you rent them) as 
they don’t have many sleds available. sleds 
greatly determine down times, there are 
sleds that are faster than others- so you 
want to make sure you have a good sled, 
and the only way to do that is to buy it.

CAAMANO: What is a typical 
season like, competitions, travel, and life 
on the road?

MEYERS: a typical season consists 
of about eight races and the World 

championships. Basically we’re in a 
different city every week. We train physi-
cally, then we have our track preparation, 
receiving medical treatment, video, and 
meetings; our training doesn’t change 
before a major competition. We are always 
sprinting and lifting, in order to push a 
400lb sled as fast as possible for 30 meters 
(approximately 90 feet). We also train on 
ice; two runs down the bob track a day. 
Its six months of hard work; but I love it.

CAAMANO: Where do you prac-
tice and is hard to find a place to practice?

MEYERS: There are only certain 
places in the world that have bobsled 
tracks, so I would say the options are few. 
To use track time, there are related fees 
and tons of logistics. We can only be on 
ice from October through early april, so 

during the summer, there is no sliding. In 
the

u.s., we only have bob tracks in Park 
city, utah, and Lake Placid, NY.

CAAMANO: how did your family 
react when you wanted to pursue the sport 
and how did they work out getting what 
you needed? and were they supportive of 
your endeavor?

MEYERS: They were super 
supportive; it was their idea! My family 
researched as much as possible and 
provided financial support, but mostly 
its up to me to get the equipment I need. 
They have psychologically supported me 
and I couldn’t have won a medal without 
them.

CAAMANO: What was the experi-
ence of making the usa team and then 
going on wo winning the medal?

MEYERS:You feel so much pride 
and honor to accomplish something 
you’ve been working for your entire life. 
Its overwhelming. It is ddefinitely an 
honor to represent your country.

CAAMANO: after having won the 
medal, you went home. how were you 
welcomed home?

MEYERS: everyone was very excited 
for me and excited that the u.s. brought 
home a medal. I have been able to meet 
some amazing people and they’ve all been 

super supportive. I have not calmed down; 
it’s been go-go-go ever since!

CAAMANO: Now that you won 
a medal do you feel pressure at every 
competition to be the best?

MEYERS: I always put pressure on 
myself to do my best. I don’t feel that 
winning a medal has added extra pressure.

CAAMANO: What advice can you 
give to kids on how to get started in the 
sport and if they want to compete in 
future Olympic games?

MEYERS: If you really want some-
thing you have to go for it…100%. You 
have to pursue the sport because it is your 
dream. You have to believe you can do it. 
You have to follow your heart.

CAAMANO: What are you plans 
now and in the future?

MEYERS: Keep competing and find 
Mr. right.

albert caamano has coached ice hockey 
for 15 plus years to include recruiting 
young players in preparation for college, 
prep schools and tournaments, and also 
worked Goalie camps and clinics with 
former Olympic coaches and college 
players.

Elana Meyers By Albert Caamano

(L-R): Erin Pac and Elana Meyers pictured maneuvering a 400 pound sled down the fastest 
bobsled run in the world. They won the Bronze Medal in Vancouver. Their first taste of Olympic 

hardware

(L-R):Elena Meyers and Erin Pac at 
the 2010 Olympics Medal Ceremony in 

Vancouver, Canada

Elena Meyers honored at 2010 Womens Sports 
Foundation
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 SPORTS

Plainsmen Hockey Team Successful at Lake Placid
White Plains Mayor adam Bradley proudly announced that White Plains recreation and Parks 

department’s Plainsmen Youth hockey Teams had a successful trip to the american cup hockey 
Tournament in Lake Placid, NY, during the January 7th through the 9th tournament

 The Plainsmen Pee-Wee a team captured the silver medal in their tournament bracket. additionally, 
several Plainsmen were winners in individual skills competition. Joey harrison won the Mite division 
shoot out for shooters. Mite goalie John Myers and squirt goalie Liam rooney were shoot out winners 
for goalies in their respective division. Pee-Wee player alex Berger was awarded The Most sportsmen-
Like Player for the Pee-Wee division. The Plainsmen hockey team practices and plays their home 
games at ebersole Ice rink, 110 Lake street, White Plains, NY.

For additional information on this program as well as information on ebersole Ice rink, please call 
914.422.1390 or 914.422.1348.

 EYE ON THEATRE

 
The Importance of 
Being Earnest

Oscar Wilde’s 1895 The Importance of 
Being Earnest is the most brilliant comedy 
in the english language, and would be so 
even in any other one in which the titular 
pun (earnest--ernest) could not be repro-
duced. It makes Wilde’s close- at-heels 
tragedy even sadder: what treasures of 
future comedy were buried with him.

Frequently revived, the play is back in 
a stratford shakespeare Festival produc-
tion picked up by the roundabout Theatre 
company, starring, for added piquancy, 
the classical actor Brian Bedford in grand 
Victorian drag as Lady Bracknell.

It is the story of two young upper-
class bon vivants, algernon Moncrieff 
and Jack Worthing, and the women 
they love. Jack is courting the sassy 
honorable Gwendolen Fairfax, daughter 
of the formidable Lady Bracknell, aunt 
to algernon. Jack is the guardian of 
18-year-old cecily cardew, living in his 

country house, whom he wants to keep 
friend algy strictly away from. as excuse 
for his trips to gallivant in London, Jack 
has invented a scapegrace brother ernest. 
algernon, in turn, for his country esca-
pades, has invented a chronic invalid, 
Bunbury, whom he must visit; he calls this 
Bunburying, and considers Jack a fellow 
Bunburyist.

algernon sneakily overhears Jack’s 
country address and presents himself 
as the wicked brother, with whom 
cecily has been fascinated all along. 
Meanwhile Jack, having successfully 
wooed Gwendolen, has decided to kill off 

ernest, and shows up home unexpectedly 
in deepest mourning for him. calamity.

There are several comic strands, one of 
them involving cecily’s prissy governess, 
Miss Prism, who is after the pedantic, 
scholarly reverend canon chasuble. Off 

on a walk with him, she orders cecily, 
“You will read your Political economy in 
my absence. The chapter on the Fall of 
the rupee you may omit. It is somewhat 
too sensational.” When algernon wants a 
peak into cecily’s diary, she refuses: “You 
see, it is simply a very young girl’s record 
of her own thoughts and impressions, 
and consequently meant for publication. 
When it appears in volume form, I hope 
you will order a copy.”

In quizzing Jack on his suitability for 
marrying her daughter, Lady Bracknell 
asks,” You have a town house I hope. a 
girl with a simple unspoiled nature like 
Gwendolen could hardly be expected to 
reside in the country.” When he adduces a 
town house in posh Belgrave square, she 
asks for the number. It’s 149. says she, 
“The unfashionable side. I thought there 
was something. however that could easily 
be altered. Jack: do you mean the fashion 
or the side? Lady Bracknell (sternly): 
Both if necessary, I presume.” In a pointed 
confrontation, cecily declares: “This is 
no time for wearing the shallow mask of 
manners. When I see a spade, I call it a 
spade.” To which Gwendolen, “ I am glad 
to say that I have never seen a spade. It is 
obvious that our social spheres have been 
wildly different.”

This is a play where few lines cannot 
pass for epigrams, and even fewer are 

The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Desert Cities
By John Simon
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not hilarious. The chief comic device is 
the paradox, as when, in a dire moment, 
algernon gorges on muffins. upbraided 
by Jack, he counters, “When I am in 
trouble, eating is the only thing that 
consoles me. Indeed, when I am in great 
trouble, as everyone who knows me inti-
mately will tell you, I refuse everything 
except food and drink.” The beauty of 
Wilde’s paradoxes is that, however much 
they upend reality, they manage to make 
sense even standing on their head.

The present production gets a tremen-
dous performance in drag from Brian 
Bedford’s Lady Bracknell, who looks, 
sounds, and behaves with perfect, if terri-
fying, femininity. as men age, they tend 
to look more like women, but here it is not 
a question of age, but of Bedford’s perfect 
pitch in self-transgendering. santino 
Fontana is amusing, but a bit lacking in 
stature as algernon; david Furr’s excellent 
Jack rather towers over him. sara Topham 
is a delightfully hands-on Gwendolen; as 
cecily, the otherwise able charlotte Parry 
seems to have collected rather more than 
18 summers. dana Ivey is a convincing 
Miss Prism (described by Lady Bracknell 
as “a female of repellent aspect remotely 
connected with education”), Paul O’Brien 
is a delightfully cynical manservant to 
algernon, and, as the reverend canon 
chasuble, the redoubtable Paxton 
Whitehead makes you laugh even before 
he opens his mouth.

The veteran canadian set and 
costume designer desmond heeley offers 
his considerable second best here, and 
Brian Bedford has, as usual, doubled as 
director to commanding effect. as the 
great critic Max Beerbohm remarked 
about the 1902 London revival, “over 
the whole house almost every line was 
sending ripples of laughter—cumulative 
ripples that became waves, and receded 
only for fear of drowning the next line.” 
Today’s american audiences are not quite 
that disciplined, but amid such glorious 
surplus, what are a few obliterated lines?

Roundabout Theatre Company
american airlines Theatre
227 West 42nd street
http://www.roundabouttheatre.org/aat/
212.719.1300

Other Desert Cities
almost all writers are variable, some-

times better, sometimes less so. Jon robin 

Baitz is no exception, and his oeuvre has 
the usual hills and valleys. his new play, 
Other Desert Cities, in an excellent produc-
tion, definitely holds the interest and 
provides a surprise ending. Watched, it is 
a hill; read, it may be more like halfway 
up.

It is christmas eve 2004 in Palm 
springs at the Wyeth home. Father 
Lyman, retired movie star and ambassador, 
his wife, Polly, a former screenwriter, and 
son Trip, a television writer and producer 
of a courtroom series, are playing host to 
a Wyeth daughter, Brooke, a depressive 
east coaster recovering from a long hospi-
talization. There too is Polly’s sister and 
former co-screenwriter, silda Grauman, a 
fairly recent escapee from alcoholism.

They are all equally well-spoken folks, 
although Lyman and Polly are ultracon-
servative, Brooke is an extreme liberal, 
and Trip seems to be somewhere in the 
middle. It turns out that there was also 
an elder brother, henry, who became 
radicalized early on, and, away from 
home, became involved with a bunch of 
extremists and party to their blowing up 
a Marine recruiting station that killed one 
man. Whereupon he committed suicide.

conversation in the Wyeth home 
in preparation to having dinner at the 
country club is sophisticated, often witty, 
and always brisk. Thus Brooke claims that 
watching her brother’s TV show would 
mean nothing to her, which he answers 
with “unless you’ve suddenly become 
amish, that’s unbelievably pretentious.” 
Polly rebukes her daughter, “I think 
living on the east coast has given you 
the impression that sarcasm is alluring 
and charming. It is not. sarcasm is the 
purview of teenagers and homosexuals.” 

“Now that I’m single,” retorts the divorced 
Brooke, “those are basically my two 
preferred social groups.” This is droll, 
even if “purview” isn’t quite the mot juste 
(“province” would be), and it doesn’t 
wholly convince under closer scrutiny.

We enjoy unqualifiedly the daughter 
telling her parents that “three years of 
marriage these days is like twenty when 
you guys were kids.” Brooke has a success-
fully published novel to her credit, and has 
just finished the manuscript of an auto-
biography. she stares out of the window 
and wonders about a symbolic highway 
sign where you can either turn off to Palm 
springs or keep on driving to “Other 
desert cities.,” soon to be folowed 
by this bit of dialogue, reproducing as 
Baitz’s always does, the loose syntax of 
conversation.

POLLY: It runs in the family. The 
despair. Your brother. he couldn’t outrun 
it… On Lyman’s side, scots blood, not 
mine, very cheerful people from my side, 
Texans, Westerners.

TrIP: You mean rabbis, don’t you?
When silda, a late sleeper, emerges, 

she complains of “more Nazi dreams than 
elie Wiesel,” and bemoans, “This not 
drinking is gonna kill me.” and so things 
go on in their Noel coward crossbred 
with eugene O’Neill way.

Two things predominate: what was 
done to alienate henry, and should 
Brooke publish an autobiography critical 
of her parents’ behavior, and concen-
trating on laments for the loss of henry. 
Which leads to discussions of what is 
more important: the truth of art or the 
compromises of life.

To be sure things become so dire that 
the Wyeths never get to the country club, 
and that the parents withdraw to their 
rooms and leave the others regretful, 
critical, and at each other’s throats. silda 
manages to be especially funny, but also 
protective of Brooke’s manuscript, on 
which she advised, and insisting on the 
need to get it published.

Other Desert Cities is a lot of things: 
social satire, political inquiry, family 
drama, drawing-room comedy, and 
thriller surrounding henry. It does pretty 
well on all those counts, though on closer 
inspection it indulges in some facile 
effects and slightly too arch dialogue. 
But with a clever set by John Lee Beatty, 
idiomatic costumes by david Zinn, and 
bright california lighting by Kenneth 
Posner, it plays very deftly under Joe 
Mantello’s direction, which making living 
room activities almost as lively as action 
on a battlefield, which this ultimately is.

The five-member cast could not be 
a more perfect ensemble. stacy Keach’s 
Lyman has both the animation of a former 
actor and the savvy of an ex-diplomat. 
stockard channing’s Polly artfully blends 
the socialite with the concerned but 
imperfect mother. elizabeth Marvel’s 
Brooke finds the exact blend of inten-
sity and insecurity. Thomas sadoski’s 
Trip makes opportunism attractive and 
not unreconcilable with precocious 
wisdom. Linda Lavin juggles amusing 
sassiness, prickly outspokenness, and 
good-humored self-criticism with presti-
digitorial aptitude. Tempers are prodigally 
lost and prodigiously recovered, even if 
some of it smacks a bit too much of calcu-
lation, as does Baitz’s overpoetic title.

The choice of names like Brooke and 
Trip show how with-it Baitz is; despite an 
occasional raised eyebrow, you will enjoy 
sharing his sophistication.

Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.

Lincoln Center Theater
150 West 65th street
Telecharge.com or www.lct.com

John simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. 
he reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review and Washington Post. he 
has written profiles for Vogue, Town and 
Country, Departures and Connoisseur and 
produced 17 books of collected writings. 
Mr. simon holds a Phd from harvard 
university in comparative Literature 
and has taught at MIT, harvard 
university, Bard college and Marymount 
Manhattan college. To learn more, visit 
the Johnsimon-uncensored.com website.

 EYE ON THEATRE

http://www.roundabouttheatre.org/aat
www.lct.com


Page 23The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, JaNuarY 20, 2011

 TRAVEL

The sweet, intoxi-
cating fragrance of cedar 
and balsam pine is the 
first thing that enveloped 
me as I entered Lake 

Placid Lodge. a beloved 19th century 
mountain camp transformed into a lodge 
of unparallel rustic splendor, it is located 
in the Tri-Lakes region of the adirondack 
Mountains in upstate New York.

Lake Placid Lodge is the jewel of the 
adirondacks – clear and cold in winter, 
strewn with leafy islands waiting to be 
explored in summer. This majestic hotel 
was built by hand in the arts & crafts 
tradition, perfectly at home in its lakeside 
setting. There are thirteen sumptuous 
rooms and seventeen luxurious cabins at 
the water’s edge. The woods and water 
enfold the Lodge as the sun warms its 
wide stone porches. each room has a 
fireplace at its heart and the wilderness 
is visible through its diamond-paned 
windows. above all I found comfort and 
welcome wherever I went.

Beneath a blanket of fresh snow at 
this relais & chateaux property, I expe-
rienced winter at its purest. This season 
is a most special time as the silent, snowy 
forest and the frozen lake make a magical 
landscape to explore or to leisurely gaze at 
from a chair next to a warm fireplace. It 
doesn’t hurt that the pub is well-stocked 
for inclement weather pursuits: billiards, 
backgammon, chess and cards, as well as 
tempting food and drink. chef Nathan 
rich, recently of the Mandarin Oriental, 
works his masterful culinary skills with 
locally-grown products and his farm-to-
table philosophy. during my three crisp, 

silvery days, I did a bit of snowshoeing 
and hiking but I must confess I spent 
an inordinate amount of time curled in 
front of a crackling bonfire, my enchanted 
nights warmed by its glow and sipping 
hot cocoa, before sinking into a cocoon of 
fairytale bedding.

Love is the Only Gold -Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson

a remedy for banishing the winter 
doldrums and a way to share some golden 
Valentine moments with your significant 
other, you may want to consider Lake 
Placid Lodge’s Valentine’s Day Special 
which includes, on arrival, champagne 
chilling in your room, daily made-to-
order gourmet breakfasts served in-room, 
a massage for two, private dinner in the 
wine cellar and a guided snowshoe, cross- 
country or downhill skiing tour with 
packed boxed lunch. The three-night 
accommodation begins at $2,570.

Family Need a Getaway?
The Lodge is inviting guests of all 

ages to join in the winter fun for a special 
2-night stay package between March 11th 
and March 26th. some of the activities 
you’ll enjoy are ice skating in the Olympic 
rink, an interactive experience with birds 
of prey, snowshoeing, sledding, s’mores, 
and cross-country and downhill skiing. 
ski packages start at $1,300 and include 

your stay in a mountain view cabin or 
lakeside suite, lift tickets for the whole 
family each day, gourmet goodies to eat 
on the mountain, and made-to-order 
breakfasts daily.

Maggie May? Yes!
a large, charming Golden retriever, 

Maggie, is the mistress of this gilded 
manor and, in fact, the Pub bears her 
name. each evening at dinner, Maggie 
visited our table, standing at a respectful 
distance and staring solemnly at our food 
with soulful eyes. ever the lady, after a few 
minutes she would either lie quietly at our 
feet or wander off to visit another table 
and repeat the performance. Maggie was 
also a lively companion on our walks as 
she’d bound ahead and out of sight, only 
to reappear suddenly out of the brambles, 
wet, bedraggled and truly worse for wear 
but panting with unbridled joy.

Fire on the Mountain
Five years ago, Lake Placid Lodge 

belied its name when, on december 15, 
2005, disaster struck. an electrical fire 
started in an unused downstairs kitchen 
in the Main Lodge and swept through 
the historic wooden structure dating from 
1882. The staff acted quickly to evacuate 
the building and no one was hurt –not 
even steamboat, the cat. With the Main 
Lodge all but destroyed and the adjacent 

cedar Lodge heavily damaged, there was 
nothing left to do but carry on and rebuild. 
That’s just what they did, and, amazingly, 
the rebuilding and renovation took less 
than three years. In september, 2008, 
the Lodge reopened. Very similar to the 
original buildings in structure and style, 
the new lodge is blessed with a number of 
“corrections” including modern electrical 
and technological updates, so despite this 
devastating blow, the Lake Placid Lodge 
has been re-created – now even better 
than ever!

Lake Placid Lodge P U R E  A D I R O N D A C K S ,  P U R E  B L I S S
By Barbara Barton Sloane

Lake Placid 411:
For more information: www.lakeplacid-
lodge.com; (877)523-2700
Transportation: Driving: 5 hours from 
NYC
Flights: Private jets can fly directly into 
the Lake Placid airport
Commercial flights: fly into Adirondack 
Regional Airport (ADK)
Photos courtesy of Michael Sloane Pho-
tography.
Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane is 
constantly globe-hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; 
from the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty/
Fashion Editor she keeps us informed on 
the capricious and engaging fashion and 
beauty scene.

www.lakeplacidlodge.com
www.lakeplacidlodge.com
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 TRUTH AND JUSTICE

Generic
christmas and 

New Year’s in prison 
is a stressful time for 
most inmates because 
it is on these holidays 
that they miss their 

families the most. Feelings of frustra-
tion, stress, depression, and isolation are 
much more intensified, and the reality of 
the length of their sentence cannot be 
momentarily ignored as it might at other 
times.

Visits from family at christmas time 
are a double edged sword; although it 
is always nice to see family, and for a 
few hours avoid the peripheral view of 
the normal prison fixtures of cell doors, 
bars etc., and an opportunity to eat 
food from the vending machines in the 
visiting room which is generally some-
what better than was is routinely offered 
at mess, the intensity of feeling conjured 
by the seeing of family can be seen on the 
faces of inmates when the time to depart 
comes all too quickly, followed by an 
immediate reminder of one’s captivity as 
they are strip searched before re-entering 
their cell.

Of course, most inmates are not 
getting visits, often due to the fact that 
the department Of corrections has 
the habit of incarcerating inmates from 
the downstate area in the rural parts of 
the state, and vice versa, thus rendering 
visits a hardship on friends and family 
due to the length and expense of the trip. 
Over time these two factors invariabley 
become insurmountable obstacles to 
frequent visits.

Those who still retained some 
contact with friends or family often tried 
to call them on holidays, but because 
there are never enough phones to 
accommodate the overflow of callers, it 
is hard to get to a phone, not to mention 
the additional wrinkle created by cell 
phones, which cannot be called collect. 
Thus pre-arrangements have to be made 
to ensure that the call is answered, or run 
the risk that the person one is trying to 
reach is might not be at home.

The impact of missing families in 
places other than the visiting room were 
handled differently by inmates: some 
people had hard looks of frustration on 
their faces, while others kept a more 
light-hearted and even humorous atti-
tude in order to mask their feelings.

christmas lunch in New York state 
Prison most often involves a slice of 
processed turkey, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, stuffing, and a small piece of pie. 
Of course, that sounds a whole lot better 
than it usually is: the processed turkey 
seldom tastes good, the instant potatoes 
are always like paste, and the stuffing is 
generally so salty that most inmates pass 
on it.

and, christmas dinner is gener-
ally worse, consisting of two slices of 
cold cuts- usually bolgna, two pieces of 
cheese, a surplus hot dog bun rather than 
bread, one packet of mayo and mustard, a 
.25 cent size bag of potato chips (mostly 
air), and a saucer size container’s worth 
of canned fruit, usually one fourth of a 
peach.

In the early nineties the department 
Of corrections was still distributing 
candy bars to inmates at christmas. Of 
course, all of that ended with the inaugu-
ration of George Pataki. On christmas 
morning, the civilian staff would come 
around early and sing christmas carols 
for a few minutes in each cell block. some 
inmates enjoyed it, while others showed 
their displeasure by yelling insults and 
obscenities. despite such reactions, the 
civilian staff would go on singing till they 
were finished.

New Years was something different. 
again, with the coming of Pataki, in 
the mid Nineties the administration 
permitted the correction Officers to 
shut the plant down early so that they 
could party while depriving inmates of 
evening recreation, causing unnecessary 
resentment.

There were a few rituals peculiar to 
celebrating New Years. Beginning in 
1998, elmira began a program already 
in existence in several other prisons, 
a program to be sure that financially 

benefited the state. Prisoners were 
allowed to purchase televisions for in 
cell use under an arrangement, to be 
sure, that was under the spartan rules 
of then Governor George Pataki, and 
so some watched the ball in New York’s 
Time square drop on t.v. In an effort to 
replicate the drinking that takes places 
on the outside, and perhaps to blunt the 
pain, some inmates would smoke mari-
juana- obtained via smuggling from the 
visiting room or in some rarer instances 
through rogue prison staff, while an even 
smaller percentage would make “hooch”, 
which was prison slang for wine, made 
by mixing juice with a lot of sugar and 
letting it foment for a few days.

When the ball began to drop in 
Times square, inmates would vent their 
frustration by screaming as loud as they 
could while shaking the cell door rapidly. 
some went to extremes, igniting roles of 
toilet paper and throw it on the tier.

My Personal experiences
I had lost contact with my friends 

before I made it to prison, shortly after 
I had been arrested due to prejudicial 
pre-trial publicity. My already sporadic 
interaction with my extended family was 
further curtailed by my incarceration in 
a prison about 4 ½ hours away. There 
weren’t very many people for me to call 
or visit with. Mom usually didn’t visit 
on holidays due to family get together’s. 
When she did, I felt the immediate loss 
as she left. On many christmases despite 
trying I could not get to a phone. after a 
while, I ceased trying to. 

sometimes I was forced to eat the 
“christmas dinner,” although I often 
tried to make arrangements to eat in 
my cell. during my latter years, I often 
co-cooked a meal with a prisoner I knew 
for more than a decade. he would cook 
for others, and get enough supplies for 
both of us to eat and I, in turn, assisted 
in the cooking.

Over time, I came to look forward to 
the christmas carols; it brought back a 
fond memory from grade school when I 
joined in the singing of carols with other 
students from assumption school at the 

Peekskill Gazebo when Mom pleasantly 
surprised me with her attendance. such 
memories remained bittersweet and 
most often evoked tears.

during these holidays, I was very 
conscious of what I was missing- having 
an elaborate, delicious turkey dinner 
with my brother, grandmother, and 
mother, and my excitement of wanting 
to see what video games and other toys 
I would get as gifts. I was, after all, only 
17 when I was wrongfully convicted and 
sent to prison, in contrast to the grown 
men I was in prison with.

In my latter years, after my appeals 
had been exhausted by 2001, and with 
nobody answering my desperate letters 
seeking assistance to clear my name, I 
sometimes wondered how many more 
holidays I was to spend in prison, and 
even whether I would ever again experi-
ence a holiday free.

My consciousness of my situation was 
enhanced by increased awareness during 
the holidays of the vastly different reali-
ties of the lives of the guards and civilian 
staff and I. I had just as much to be free 
as them, I thought. I had committed 
no crime; I was innocent. I felt my life 
wasting away, and I was aware of the 
extremely limited opportunity to better 
my life which would not exist were I not 
imprisoned. The senselessness of the 
entire situation really got my goat. I was 
enraged, yet helpless. I believed in being 
proactive, but all my appeals failed and 
my letters seeking help fell on deaf ears. 
I was fighting an unseen enemy, a system 
that even when I spoke its language in 
the form of having the law and facts on 
my side, nonetheless didn’t care. Would 
it ever end? In time, I began to dread 
christmas and New Years because of 
the increased feelings of helplessness and 
frustration it brought.

Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal Justice 
Advocate and Exoneree. To learn more, visit 
his website: www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.
org.

Reflections on Christmas and New Year’s in Prison
By Jeff Deskovic

www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org
www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org
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Notice of Formation of ZANICK Three, 
LLC a domestic Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC). Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of NY on 
12/15/2010. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is 
designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be served. 
Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon 
him/her to DACK Consulting Solutions, 
2 William street suite 202 White Plains, 
NY 10601. Purpose: To engage in any 
lawful act or activity.

Notice of Authority of ValBacher, LLC; 
Application for Authority to do busi-
ness in the State of New York was 
filed with the Department of State 
on November 3, 2010; Office Loca-
tion:, Westchester County; SSNY has 
been designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served; SSNY may mail a copy of 
service of process to, 119 North Road, 
White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY. NAME: AKT 
LLC Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/09/2010. Office location: Westches-
ter County. The SSNY is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to the 
LLC, 201 W.89th St., #11G, New York, 
NY 10024. Purpose: Any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Apostle 
Management LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with the Secy of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 10/01/10. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as an agent upon whom pro-
cess may be served and shall mail a 
copy of any process to the principal 
business address: Gelfand, Rennert & 
Feldman, 360 Hamilton Ave., Ste 100, 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of The 
Gourmet Gluten Free Food Company, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/31/2010. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: c/o the LLC, 15 Kensico Knoll Place, 
White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Event Leadership Institute, LLC Au-
thority filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/23/2010. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 8/5/2010. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC 4 
Montgomery Rd Scarsdale, NY 10583. 
DE address of LLC: 615 S Dupont HWY 
Dover, DE 19901. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, 
DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICES

Abcmind LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/9/2010. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to C/O United States Cor-
poration Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, 
Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Ste 202 Brooklyn, 
NY 11228.

Mike S Boyle LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/21/2010. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 375 State St 
#3C Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

Knights Of The Round Table, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 10/1/2010. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC 100 Riverdale Ave Ste 3K Yon-
kers, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Health Care Links LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/5/2010. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Kenneth 
Murawski 23 Red Oak Lane Cortland 
Manor, NY 10567. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

Anesthesia Leader, PLLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/21/2010. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC 
280 Dobbs Ferry Rd Ste 206 White 
Plains, NY 10607. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

White Plains Homeowners Coalition, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 10/8/2010. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 980 Broadway, Ste. 
225 Thornwood, NY 10594. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Lewbel LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/31/2010. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 37 Lexington Ave 
Mount Vernon, NY 10552. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Bookkeeping Performance, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/8/2010. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 17 Warren Ave 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

At St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, we can’t.
That’s why we are working every day to
find cures for life-threatening diseases
that strike children everywhere.

1-800-877-5833
www.stjude.org

Can you imagine...
a world without children?
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COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES 
FOR NOTE PURCHASES

John P. Pollis, II 
President, 1986 – present

e-mail jpollis@johnpollisrealty.com

JOHN P. POLLIS, II REALTY CORP.

New to market 1st mortgages for purchases of commercial notes, 7.5% 
interest, 50% of note price, 30 day closing. Also, apartment buildings, com-
mercial strip malls and offi ces- fi nancing 4.25% to 5.25%, 30 day closing. 

COMMERCIAL MORTGAGE BROKERS
Commercial Mortgages for Note Purchases.

Call John P. Pollis  today at:
917.559.4470

Tel. (212) 873-9380  •  Fax  (845) 876-2050
38 West 75th Street,  Suite BR,  New York, NY 10023

Online

171,000 Westchesterites 
subscribe.  

Sign up for your free copy now!  
www.westchesterguardian.com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
www.westchesterguardian.com
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A Taste of Puerto Rico In The Heart of New York! 

400 East 57th St., New York, NY  10022  •  T 212.754.5999  F 212.754.5959 

sofritony.com

Dinner 7 Days a Week  I  Bar  I  Catering  I  Entertainment 

Sofrito has a hot little sister and her name is Sazon!  
Now Open at 105 Reade St., Tribeca

I

Online
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