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The Hezitorial

Political Slime
By Sam Zherka and Hezi Aris

The People have for too long become accus-
tomed to suffering those whom we have elected 
to office. despite the grand visions promised, 
rarely are the political contenders endowed with 
the backbone demanded of them. Too often we 
lust for the visions espoused only to be disap-
pointed by recognizing we have collectively 
been played by those who ask for our trust. We 
shrug our shoulders, grumble and spit a litany of 
epithets in recognition we have been played for 
fools once again. Our political history is littered 
by our being outmaneuvered at every turn. It is 
punctuated by us sitting in wait for better days, 
believing in the promise that is never realized. 
We are in Yonkers. 

In juxtaposition to Yonkers, Tunisia has 
witnessed a major upheaval to the status 
quo entrenched for almost 23 years. In the 
arab world, the young generation cheers for 
the rioters who have caused President Zein 
al-abidine Ben ali to flee. Fellow autocratic 
rulers in egypt, sudan, Iran, and algeria had 
hoped for President Ben ali to maintain his 
stranglehold on his nation fearing they may be 
next to suffer a forced departure from office.

The corrupt regime had ossified with time, 
distanced from reality by losing touch with 
the aspirations of its people. Believing we are 
cultured and thereby a step removed from our 
estranged arab brethren, we laugh at their 
predicament believing we live by the principals 
of democracy.

We believe we are removed from the 
suffering of rising commodity prices forgetting 
the riots in Mexico a few years ago when corn 
futures caused the populace to no longer be able 
to afford making tortillas, their staple food stuff. 
similarly last week, in algeria riots erupted over 
rising food prices.

Yonkers may not suffer as acutely as did 
Mexico a year ago, or algeria last week. Yonkers 
suffers from the stifling of liberties among our 
borders. Yonkers Mayor Phil amicone directs 
the Yonkers Police department to steal the 
newspaper racks of The Westchester Guardian 
newspapers by which his governance is exposed 
inept or arrogant. an $8 million Federal court 
ruling judged Phil amicone personally liable to 
that end.

Parental guidance demanded patience 
among their young to await the promise of 
economic sustenance. The elders were wrong 
to demand patience of their progeny. Patience 
begat economic instability and deprivation. 

The political heirs of this autocratic govern-
ment is now fortified among the “friends and 
family” network and the political retreads that 
are revealing themselves intent to appropriate 
power and extending control for long after the 
term-limited Mayor amicone is gone.

The backdrop of economic malaise main-
tains its grip among the city of Yonkers (coY) 
yet the “drama” reducing those employed at 
the Yonkers Board of education (YBoe), 
the Yonkers Fire department (YFd), the 
department of Public Works (dPW), the 
Yonkers Police department YFd, among other 
departments, has eclipsed the dire circumstances 
before coY. The amicone administration had 
plotted this ploy to put a lid on the public outcry.

Inspector General dan schorr, having 
been handed a court ruling initiated by former 
Inspector General Phil Zisman has been 
castrated by Mayor amicone. he will not pursue 
purview over the Yonkers Board of education 
as deemed appropriate by court ruling. he will 
not find residence in Yonkers as he swore to 
the Yonkers city council he would within 6 
months of earning their approval of becoming 
the IG. he will sit idly by, doing nothing to earn 
his $200,000 inclusive of benefits per annum 
posting other than to twiddle his thumbs at 
Yonkersites and the system of governance they 
have come to tolerate and endure. he claimed to 
be an ethicist to whom all could turn for advice. 
how duplicitous of him. his only

Continued on page 3

Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone
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Continued from page 2
responsibility is to to protect Mayor 
amicone from legal complication two 
years beyond the mayor’s departure from 
office. Mr schorr’s reward is to take a 
second swipe at becoming Westchester 
county district attorney or succeeding 
White Plains Mayor adam Bradley with 
the help of his future brother-in-law, 
White Plains common councilman 
david Buchwald. 

The latest circus event is the coming 
out party of would be political contenders 
for office. richard Martinelli, whose 
tenure as Yonkers city council President 
about five years ago had him abdicate 
office by his not fighting the “good fight” 
for reelection. he conducted his four 
years in office as the ultimate ass-wipe 
for Yonkers Mayor amicone. his last act 
was to acquiesce to the Forest city ratner 
development project at ridge hill that 
saw the sale of the land for $8.5 million 
in order to fill a hole in Mayor amicone’s 
bbudget deficit. The land was worth $500 
million. coY will see little return for the 
enormous taxpayer subsidized invest-
ment by which ridge hill will come to 
be completed. Mr Martinelli is the son of 
former Yonkers Mayor angelo Martinelli 
who directed the tearing down of the 
colonnades despite a public outcry against 
it being demolished. The pain of that 
action has yet to heal the scarred Yonkers 
psyche.

hitching a ride on the re-branding of 
richard Martinelli for mayor of Yonkers 
in 2011 is former Mayor John spencer 
who demanded richard Martinelli await 
his decision to run or not before he could 
announce his candidacy. John spencer 
eventually made some people privy that he 
would not run allowing richard Martinelli 

to move ahead. richard Martinelli’s 
coming out is far from commanding.

Martinelli Press is the major attribute 
afforded richard Martinelli his ability to 
launch his campaign effort. right to Life 
advocates’ support of his campaign has 
stolen the limelight momentarily but will 
not likely endure the economic ills coY 
is suffering to direct Yonkersites to the 
richard Martinelli campaign effort.

Those who would hang their hat on 
the second floor with richard Martinelli 
are the likes of Liam McLaughlin, New 
York state senator andrea stewart-
cousins’ failed opponent, and Kathy 
spring-spencer, the former chief of staff 
to Mayor spencer and Mayor amicone. 
Family reunions are usually not as much 
fun as one would hope but it is all about the 
“family and Friends” network in politics.

The other republican contender for 
mayor, Yonkers city council Majority 
Leader John Murtagh, orphaned despite 
his best efforts to be adopted by the 
astorino administration, has lost Mayor 
amicone’s favor, and has been shunned 
of late by media. Mr Murtagh’s ability to 
mount a competent campaign effort is 
suspect. 

Former Yonkers city councilwoman 
dee Barbato will show up at all the polit-
ical “dos” for awhile. she will eventually be 
told to hit the road and she will. so much 
for telling it like it is.

Yonkers city council President 
chuck Lesnick, who shovels the manure 
for Mayor amicone, lest he stink up their 
“non-aggression pact” agreement to get 
along to get along, maintains his political 
subterfuge within the guise and tenets 
of “Lesnick the Liar;” aspects to which 
Yonkersites can well attest.

Former senate Majority counsel 
shelley Mayer, now unemployed by the 
democrat senate Majority, having been 
relegated to minority status, was consid-
ering plundering coY, but having been 
outed, will now look to find employ 
elsewhere. 

Yonkers’ convulsions are heard 
throughout New York state.

Those with bigoted minds will laugh 
at Tunisians believing they reside within an 
untenable governmental structure having 
once mistaken repression for stability. 

Yonkersites’ experience with democracy 
has proven wanting. The demonstrators’ 
win in the streets of Tunis have had their 
way. have the warning signals sounded 
there been heard here? 

Inspector General Daniel Schorr

 THE HEZITORIAL
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
	For	Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real	Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

 BUSINESS

airlines assign their customers to 
different classes. I like to do the same to the 
airlines, and I have about as many different 
classes as a trans-Pacific jumbo jet.

In first class, I put airlines that give 
me a fair deal, a comfortable seat and as 
reliable a ride as the infrastructure and 
weather permit. southwest and JetBlue are 
both first-class airlines by my standards. 
For travel to and from Brazil, I also include 
TaM.

delta and continental occupy my 
second tier (although continental’s recent 
merger with united might affect its 
standing). a bit further down the aisle are 
the old leviathans: american, united and 
usair. I will fly them, but not happily 
and not if I have any other choice. Finally, 
I maintain my own personal no-fly list 
of airlines where I have experienced or 

observed unacceptably poor customer 
service. I won’t buy tickets on these airlines 
for myself and try not to do so for my 
family or business associates. My no-fly 
list currently includes airTran and spirit, 
though if southwest’s plans to acquire 
airTran go through, spirit might be left 
as the sole member of this less-than-
prestigious club. I recognize that these are 
subjective judgments and many travelers’ 
opinions differ from mine.

When an airline goes out of its way to 
treat me well, I go out of my way to give 
it my business. so, even though southwest 
only sells online tickets through its own site, 
I don’t mind taking the extra time to check 
its site in addition to looking at an online 
travel agency site like Orbitz, Travelocity 
or expedia. since I fly southwest so 
frequently, I’m familiar enough with its 

routes to know when a flight might be 
available to take me where I need to go.

But when a second- or third-tier 
airline decides to make its flights harder 
to find, I’m likely to just choose a different 
airline. Which is why I probably won’t be 
flying american airlines anytime soon.

american decided in 2009 that it was 
no longer interested in paying the people 
who bring in a large portion of its business. 
ceO Gerard arpey said, “I can see a day, 
and maybe I’m dreaming here, where those 
folks who are the intermediary between us 
and our customer have to pay for access to 
our product rather than us paying them to 
distribute our product.”

Now, tired of waiting for that day to 
arrive on its own, arpey is taking action.

airline ticket information is ordinarily 
processed by global distribution system 
(Gds) services, which compile data from 
different airlines and then deliver it to both 
online ticket sellers, including the likes 
of Orbitz, Travelocity and expedia, and 
offline travel agents. hoping to reduce 
costs by bypassing the global distribution 
systems, american airlines developed 
its own system, called direct connect, 
to deliver information directly to travel 
agents. at the same time, it pushed to 
reduce the fees it pays to travel agencies to 
display and sell its flights.

so far, however, travel agents haven’t 
been willing to go along with the program. 
Paul ruden, senior vice president of legal 
and industry affairs for the american 
society of Travel agents, complained 
that getting information through direct 
connect would be more costly for travel 
agents without giving them any benefit. 
“american is saying ‘We want to have 
control over the data that comes to you, 
and you will bear the burden of reinte-
grating the information.’ The problem 
with their way is it is inefficient and expen-
sive for everyone else,” he said.

In November, disputes over direct 
connect and fees led american airlines 
to announce that it would not renew its 
contract with Orbitz, the smallest of the 
top three publicly traded online travel 
agencies. Meanwhile, expedia decided 
on its own not to renew its contract with 
american.

sabre, a major Gds service that was 
established by american in the 1960s but 

which became independent about a decade 
ago, responded to american’s attack on the 
online travel agencies by pushing american 
flights toward the bottom of its listings. 
american is suing to stop the process, but 
sabre maintains that it has the right to 
use the order of its listings to defend the 
status quo that makes its business model 
function. “We are confident that the 
court will affirm sabre’s contractual right 
to protect our customers’ interests and 
support airlines that value transparent and 
efficient comparison shopping,” Nancy st. 
Pierre, a spokeswoman for sabre, said in a 
statement.

Kevin crissey, who follows airlines and 
online travel agencies for uBs, explained 
the price difference american is fighting to 
The New York Times: For each domestic 
round-trip ticket sold by an online travel 
agency, american pays around $10 to $12 
in fees, compared to the $2 to $3 it must 
spend to sell the same ticket through its 
own website. If american thinks saving 
that $7 to $10 is the best way to improve its 
profitability, it is welcome to try to do so. 
however, in turning down the services of 
the global distribution systems and online 
travel agencies, it is taking a huge gamble.

To succeed on its own, american will 
have to convince travelers that its flights 
are worth going out of their way to search 
for. henry harteveldt, vice president of 
Forrester research and a travel and airline 
industry analyst, questioned why anyone 
would bother: “american doesn’t have free 
checked baggage (like southwest airlines); 
it doesn’t have Wi-Fi on all its domestic 
flights like delta. american doesn’t have 
the best on-time performance, the best 
baggage reliability nor is it the largest 
airline.”

With its mediocre customer service, 
so-so reliability and limited amenities, 
american has earned only an economy 
ticket, at best, but it’s expecting customers 
to give it first-class treatment. That’s not 
going to fly.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, is president 
of Palisades Hudson Financial Group which 
is a fee-only financial planning firm head-
quartered in Scarsdale, NY. The firm offers 
estate planning, insurance consulting, trust 
planning, cross-border planning, business 
valuation, family office and business manage-
ment, executive financial planning, and tax 
services. Its sister firm, Palisades Hudson 
Asset Management, is an independent invest-
ment advisor with about $950 million under 
management. Branch offices are in Atlanta 
and Ft. Lauderdale. Website: www.palisade-
shudson.com.

First-Class Airlines, and the Rest
By Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®
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 BUSINESS  CALENDAR

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

scarsdale, NY -- Palisades hudson asset 
Management LP was named to the list of the nation’s 
largest 50 financial planners by InvestmentNews, an 
authoritative weekly trade newspaper. The list covers 
leading registered investment advisory firms that provide 
financial planning services to individual investors.

The firm had more than $1 billion of total client assets under management as of 
december 31, 2010.

Palisades hudson asset Management has retained more than 94 percent of its clients 
over the last five years. In 2010, it began offering investment advisory services to small and 
mid-sized retirement plans.

“I think of us as financial planners who manage money, not as investment managers who 
do financial planning on the side,” said Jonathan Bergman, cFP®, chief investment officer.

Founded in 1997, the firm invests in low-cost mutual funds, exchange traded funds, and 
alternative investments including private equity, hedge funds, natural resources and real estate. 
It uses an individualized asset-allocation strategy.

Palisades Hudson Asset Management (http://palisadeshudson.com/services/asset-allocation-
and-investment-managment/) is the sister firm to Palisades Hudson Financial Group (www.
palisadeshudson.com), which offers estate planning, insurance consulting, trust planning, cross-border 
planning, business valuation, family office and business management, executive financial planning, 
and tax services. The firm is based in Scarsdale, New York, with branch offices in Atlanta and Ft. 
Lauderdale. The firm publishes a daily blog at http://palisadeshudson.com/current-commentary and 
its Current Commentary is published in The Westchester Guardian and the Yonkers Tribune.

AWD, automatic, cvt trans, 4 cyl, p/windows, p/locks, p/
mirrors, keyless entry, CD,  p/s, air, mats, 6 air bags, MSRP: 
$22,860, Stk# 1172. Lease based on 39 mos with a $14,634 
purchase option available at lease end. $2,999 due at incep.  

Auto, cvt trans, 4 cyl, power windows, power door locks, power 
mirrors,keyless entry, CD, 6 airbags, push button start, intelligent 
key, MSRP: $22,810. Stk#1064. Lease based on 39 mos with a 
$13,974 purchase option available at lease end. $2,999 due at incep.  

CentralAveNissan.COM

m i r ro r s ,  k e y l e s s  e n t r y,  C D ,   p / s ,  a i r,  m a t s ,  6  a i r  b a g s ,  M S R P : 
$ 2 2 , 8 6 0 ,  S t k #  1 1 7 2 .  L e a s e  b a s e d  o n  3 9  m o s  w i t h  a  $ 1 4 , 6 3 4 
p u rc h a s e  o p t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  l e a s e  e n d .  $ 2 , 9 9 9  d u e  a t  i n c e p .  

C e n t r a l A v eC e n t r a l A v e

p u rc h a s e  o p t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  l e a s e  e n d .  $ 2 , 9 9 9  d u e  a t  i n c e p .  

C e n t r a l A v eC e n t r a l A v e

The Bruce Museum in Greenwich, 
connecticut announces its major winter 
exhibition featuring the work of one of 
today’s most influential artists, photogra-
pher cindy sherman. The exhibit, opening 
on saturday, January 29 and on view 
through april 23, is comprised of approxi-
mately 30 works, including large-scale 
black-and-white and color photographs 
drawn from ten local collections in 
Greenwich and the surrounding commu-
nities. The exhibit features sherman’s 
favored themes and suggests something of 
the chameleon-like diversity of her art.

The Bruce Museum is located at 1 
Museum drive in Greenwich, connecticut. 
General admission is $7 for adults, $6 for 
seniors and students, and free for chil-
dren under five. Free admission to all on 
Tuesdays. Museum hours are: Tuesday 
through saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., sunday 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and closed Mondays. 
Museum exhibition tours are held Fridays 
at 12:30 p.m. For information: 203-869-
0376 or at www.brucemuseum.org.

Palisades Hudson Named One of 
Nation’s 50 Largest Financial Planners
Manages Personal Investments and Retirement Plans

Cindy Sherman: 
Works from Friends 
of the Bruce Museum

What has happened 
to transparency in New 
rochelle government?  has 
the city council’s closed 
door meetings with Forest 

city residential amounted to another 
failure in the city to keep the residents 
up-to-date and informed . council chose to 
meet with Forest city residential privately. 
how can they determine what the residents 
want if the residents are not informed of 
proposed new plans by the developer?  It is a 
sad day when residents learned of  the secret 

meetings.  This situation is reminiscent of 
the time when councilman Michael Boyle 
was “left out” of three by three council 
meetings.  Lorraine Pierce thought we had 
moved away from those unfair council situ-
ations.  In her view it is a step backward for 
city council to meet in groups of two.  It 
is also an obvious attempt to skirt the open 
meetings law because it avoids the need for 
a city council quorum and disallows media 
access.

Last Friday Forest city ratner execu-
tives met with city council members in 

Another Failure for New Rochelle:  
Secret Meetings on Echo Bay 

By Peggy Godfrey



Page 6 The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, JaNuarY 27, 2011

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

groups of two,  They came to hear private 
pitches on a revised echo Bay development 
plan - a plan that was promised for delivery 
last august.   Mayor Bramson. on his 
WVOX radio show heard last Tuesday, 
when asked about the echo Bay “closed 
meeting” of the city council, answered the 
executive session was to discuss a real estate 
matter, and this was done on the advice of 
legal counsel because it involved real estate 
transactions. 

The echo Bay Memorandum of 
understanding with Forest city residential 
expired on January 15, 2011 and could be 
renewed at any time by the council. so why 
are they meeting secretly with Forest city’s 
representatives? Why is the city going to 
such great lengths to help this developer? 
What is going on here?

The two by two by two meetings 
appear to be a transparent attempt by the 
city government to skirt the New York 
state Open Meetings Law. One council 
Member admitted as much. speaking off 
the record, that council Member stated 
that the purpose of the “private” meetings 
was to allow the developer to build support 
for the plan without public scrutiny.

Because the council met in groups of 
two and not as a whole there was no quorum. 
This action is reminiscent of the use of three 
by three meetings that were intended to 
avoid the open meetings law by a previous 
administration. That practice was stopped 
after New rochelle residents complained to 
the New York state committee on Open 
Government in albany.

Meanwhile, in a related transaction, 
Monroe college signed a contract to use 
New roc city for a basketball arena without 
any prior public notice or comment. This 
midnight deal killed another potential deal 
to convert the New rochelle armory into 
a home for the Monroe college athletic 
program. There has been speculation that 
Mayor Bramson and city Manager chuck 
strome put pressure on Marc Jerome, 
executive Vice President of Monroe 
college and BId Board President, to 
squelch any partnership between the college 
and the united Veterans and Patriotic 
association of New rochelle.

If and when Mayor Bramson decides 
that the public should be allowed to know 
how he intends to carve up their coastline, 
residents may wish to judge the plan based 
on what the Mayor promised just three 
years ago:

In my judgment, the proposal is among 
the most exciting and significant in New 
rochelle’s history. a vibrant mixed-use 

development of parkland, housing, and 
shops would replace a contaminated and 
under-utilized site that currently blocks 
public access to the Long Island sound 
shore.

among the key benefits of the plan are: 
three public parks and more than five acres 
of green space; total clean-up and remedia-
tion of environmentally contaminated land; 
views from surrounding neighborhoods 
to the Long Island sound; a continuous 
waterfront promenade with public access 
to the bay and adjoining parks; navigable 
channels for boats, kayaks and canoes; new 
retail to provide goods and services and 
strengthen the local economy; and a signifi-
cant number of affordable housing units, 
planned at 20% of the total, double the 
city’s 10% requirement.

The structures in the plan would house 
600 apartments, 100,000 square feet of 
small shop/boutique retail, 62 town-homes, 
and 42 condominiums. all buildings would 
be limited to five stories or less.

In addition, a new 15,000 square foot 
community center would replace the aban-
doned armory that now sits on east Main 
street. several of the armory’s distinctive 
architectural and artistic features would 
be preserved and incorporated into this 
new facility, to be sited on echo avenue. 
The center would provide meeting space, 
services, and programming for veterans and 
other community organizations,

Forest city ratner was awarded the 
Memorandum of understanding (MOu) 
to develop echo Bay in a competitive 
process based on the promises outlined in 
their plan and the benefits propounded 
by the Mayor. The MOu has now legally 
expired. so, why are the original bidders not 
being afforded an opportunity to make new 
presentations for revised plans just as Forest 
city ratner is doing?

Will there still be three public parks? 
Will there still be more than five acres of 
green space? Will there be a total clean-
up and remediation of environmentally 
contaminated land? Will there be a contin-
uous waterfront promenade with public 
access to the bay and adjoining parks? Will 
echo Bay be dredged to create navigable 

Yonkers Inspector 
General dan schorr 
(pictured) opens 
his 2010 report 
on the conduct of 
the department of 
Inspector General 
by claiming his 
office “aggressively 
continued its role as 
the city’s watchdog...” 
The visceral response 
to such a statement is 
simply how so? after 
delineating a short 
list of his reports, he 
notes his work on the city’s response to 
Freedom of Information law requests over 
which he knows little, even being ignorant 
of executive director robert J. Freeman 
of the New York state committee on 
Open Government. Mr schorr does 
not acknowledge the existence of email 
correspondence initiated by Yonkers 
corporation counsel requesting notice of 
a charter revision commission hearing 
of Mayor amicone’s Office be given 
notice 24 hours after having taken place. 
Mr schorr’s lack of inquiry, or being kept 
ignorant by fiat, negates the veracity of the 
report herein. so does his lack of follow 
through on the successful challenge of 
the Yonkers Board of education Trustee’s 
policy of denying the IG access to Yonkers 
school district information initiated at 
the behest of former IG Phil Zisman. Mr 
schorr has yet to challenge the Yonkers 
Federation of Teachers Welfare Fund to 
get physical access to the financial books 

which require scrutiny 
per a request by the 
Yonkers city council. 
By not concluding this 
legal fight, Mr schorr 
has dropped the ball 
as he was instructed to 
do. Mayor amicone 
has castrated IG 
schorr with Mr schorr 
acquiescence. 

These are but two 
instances that go to the 
heart of Mr schorr’s 
ineffectiveness in deliv-

ering remedy to legal 
concerns over which he is the top ethicist 
in the city of Yonkers.

Mr schorr earns approximately 
$200,000 per annum inclusive of benefits. 
he does nothing to earn his keep other 
than to cry during these financially chal-
lenging times that his department is less 
capable to conduct its responsibilities than 
previously. What has become evident is 
that what little focus Mr schorr has 
focused on issues of concern are a white-
wash lacking credibility for lack of facts 
that would go only to mitigate concerns 
of the public good.

Mr schorr is left keeping the seat in 
his 5th floor office warm long enough 
to challenge again for the office of 
Westchester county district attorney. 
Fat chance with a resume devoid of legal 
remedy. What is certain is that Mr schorr 
will not move to Yonkers as required 

Continued on page 7

The Department of Inspector General 
2010 Report By Hezi Aris
Download 2010 Annual Report by the 
Department of Yonkers Inspector General

Yonkers Inspector General Dan Schorr
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channels for boats? Will 20% of the housing 
be affordable housing.

If the basis upon which the MOu was 
awarded to Forest city ratner were these 
and other benefits,, and the city is no 
longer getting these benefits, and the MOu 
has expired, then why is Mayor Bramson 
operating on the basis that the city should 

continue to deal exclusively with Forest city 
ratner which has not invested one dime 
in New rochelle in the past three years 
and is on record stating that they have no 
plans to do any work at all in New rochelle 
for the foreseeable future?  Isn’t it time to 
start playing fair with the residents of New 
rochelle?

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and former 
educator.

Another Failure for New Rochelle: Secret Meetings on Echo Bay 
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Continued from page 6
by law and to which he agreed prior to winning approval for the IG position he 
accepted. Further, Mr schorr is involved in a high stakes game of insinuating 
himself into White Plains politics to which he is ill equipped, unqualified, and 
causing coY’s good name to be trashed by his personal exploits on Yonkersites.

It is more than time to relinquish Mr schorr his position; perhaps demolishing the 
entire department from continuing to be a burden on the taxpayer, thereby allowing 
Mr schorr the ability to better involve himself in the intrigue of White Plains’ political 
cesspool. 

Mr schorr’s fianace’s brother, david Buchwald, a White Plains common 
councilman, is heavily engaged in the politics which have deflected and stolen 
Mr schorr’s attention to the needs of Yonkersites who pay him dearly, despite 
his ability to perform.

as usual, there is no remedy for Yonkersites the brazen disregard of Mayor 
amicone’s hand-picked “boy” to do right by the Yonkers taxpayer. despite a lack 
of remedy for Mr schorr’s poor showing, and the issues before Mr schorr’s plate, 
it is important for Yonkersites to know how their money is being squandered.

Typical of Mr schorr’s conduct, he continues to deny the The Westchester 
Guardian / Yonkers Tribune rightful access to his paltry attempt at playing at 
being Yonkers Inspector General. Mr. schorr simply can’t fool Yonkersites. 
Perhaps by our telling he will consider staying closer to his domicile, that is, 
the city of White Plains. 

A Cup of Joe with Judy and 
George
February 
District Office 
Hours 

saturday, 
February 12th is 
the date for the next 
opportunity for residents to meet with county Legislator Judy Myers 
and state assemblyman George Latimer. Judy and George will be 
meeting in two locations on that date:

rYe - ruby’s Oyster Bar (45 Purchase st., downtown rye) 9:30 
a.m. to 11 a.m.

MaMarONecK/LarchMONT - The Nautilus diner (1240 
W. Boston Post rd., Mamaroneck near richbell rd) - 2 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m.

residents are invited to stop by for a cup of coffee and conversation 
on state and county issues - no appointment is required. Literature will 
be available on state and county programs and services. Both officials 
are continuing their regular series of public meetings with constituents 
throughout the year.

For more information, contact Legislator Myers at 995-2802 or 
assemblyman Latimer at 777-3832.

The Department of Inspector General 
2010 Report

assemblyman 
robert castelli 
applauded comments 
made by Larry schwartz, 
head of Governor 
andrew cuomo’s new 
Mandate relief redesign 
Team that give tacit 
support to re-examining 

the Triborough amendment to the Taylor 
Law. This is one potential solution, along with 
others, to the state’s fiscal crisis, which would 
save the state and local governments billions 
of dollars.

Larry schwartz, former secretary to 
Governor david a. Paterson and former 
deputy Westchester county executive, who 
is heading up Governor andrew cuomo’s 
panel on mandate reform, said that

Continued on page 8
Continued from page 7

the Governor’s team is “looking at different 
things that we can do with Triborough – 
maybe freeze it, suspend it.”

In 1982, the Triborough amendment 
was added to the Taylor Law, which prohibits 
a public employer from altering any provi-
sion of an expired labor agreement until a 

Castelli Applauds Remarks by Cuomo’s 
Mandate Relief Committee on Triborough
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new agreement is reached. New York is 
the only state in the nation to have such 
a requirement, and it is one of the most 
expensive mandates borne by state and 
local governments.

“Maybe there’s something for the 
next two or three years it can be done and 
revert back. We have to be at least willing 
to discuss them,” schwartz said.

“Public employers and employees 
should be encouraged to work together to 
achieve labor contracts that are both fair 
and affordable,” castelli said. “New York’s 
taxpayers are currently at an extreme 
disadvantage due to state mandates. any 
comprehensive solution which provides 
tax relief must include reforms to the 
most challenging unfunded and under 
funded state mandates by granting our 
municipalities greater flexibility.”

castelli, as the sponsor of assembly 
Bill a1329, called for the repeal of the 
Triborough amendment during the last 
session. he said he was gratified to learn 
the committee would be examining vari-
ants to the proposal he made when he first 
joined the assembly in February 2010.

“I applaud the stakeholders from busi-
ness, labor, education and government 

who comprise the Mandate relief 
redesign Team for their willingness to 
work together to achieve the reforms we 
as New Yorkers and taxpayers so desper-
ately need,” castelli said. “I will continue 
to work with my colleagues to advocate 
for these and other reforms to reduce both 
the size and cost of government.”

The Mandate relief committee, 
tasked with providing recommenda-
tions to the Governor by March 1st, 
is also said to be considering adopting 
pension reform long advocated for by 
castelli. adopting a Tier VI program for 
new hires, moving the public retirement 
system from a defined benefit model to 
a defined contribution model, are but a 
few of the recommended changes that are 
expected to save billions of dollars.

Castelli Applauds Remarks by Cuomo’s 
Mandate Relief Committee on Triborough

COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES 
FOR NOTE PURCHASES

John P. Pollis, II 
President, 1986 – present

e-mail jpollis@johnpollisrealty.com

JOHN P. POLLIS, II REALTY CORP.

New to market 1st mortgages for purchases of commercial notes, 7.5% 
interest, 50% of note price, 30 day closing. Also, apartment buildings, com-
mercial strip malls and offi ces- fi nancing 4.25% to 5.25%, 30 day closing. 

COMMERCIAL MORTGAGE BROKERS
Commercial Mortgages for Note Purchases.

Call John P. Pollis  today at:
917.559.4470

Tel. (212) 873-9380  •  Fax  (845) 876-2050
38 West 75th Street,  Suite BR,  New York, NY 10023
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SNN (Student 
News Network): 
students (high 
school and middle 
school) who want to 
learn about govern-
ment and gain 
experience learning 
about the media 
are invited to help 
start a new news 
program: sNN 

(student news network). sNN will be a 
student run news program that will air 
on cable TV. students will be provided 
with the opportunity to report on what-
ever topics they choose. They will attend 
government meetings, interview who they 
like, profile fellow students and provide 
commentary. If you know of students 
who are interested in participating in the 
student News Network, please e-mail me 
at pfeiner@greenburghny.com or call me, 
914-438-1343 or 914-993-1545. adults 
who have experience in the media or with 
TV are also invited to assist in setting up 
sNN.

Winter Vacation Nature Camp: did 
you know that the Greenburgh Nature 
center has a winter vacation nature 
camp for grades k-3? The camp begins 
February 21st and continues through 
Thursday, February 24th from 9:30 aM 
to 1 PM. The cost for members is $160. 
For non-members $210. enrollment is 
limited and pre-registration and pre-
payment are required to hold a place. This 
is a great service that the Greenburgh 
Nature center offers.

Do You Have Pre-K Children? Take 
them to the Greenburgh Nature center. 
When my daughter was small she loved 
nature bugs - for children 2-5 years old. 
each week children meet a museum 
animal, hear a story and do a craft or 
nature game. Mondays from 1:30 to 2:30 
PM. January 24th, 31st. February 7th, 
14th, 21st, 28th. March 7th, 14th, 21st 
and 28th. The cost: $5 for adults, $4 for 
children. Non members pay more: $9 per 
adult, $7 per child.

For children 1 and a half years old 
to five - Wednesdays at the Greenburgh 
Nature center are a must. Nature fun, 
walks, live animals, stories and crafts. The 

program begins this Wednesday from 10 
to 11 aM and continues until the end 
of March. check out the website: www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

2nd Half of Your School Property 
Taxes are Due by the End of January 
– Avoid Late Penalties: The Town of 
Greenburgh acts as a collector of taxes for 
the school districts. We have no control 
over the school budgets or the taxes that 
must be paid. Voters elect independent 
school board members and also approve 
the school budget each year. The school 
tax bill, which represents more than half 
of your entire property tax bill, is paid 
in september and January. You do not 
receive a separate bill from the town for 
the 2nd half of the school taxes. You could 
pay your school taxes on line: www.green-
burghny.com and can also pay your taxes 
with your credit card.

Prescription Drug Discount Card 
Can Save You Money: some residents 
have advised me that free prescription 
drug discount cards, that are available in 
my office, have saved them significant 
dollars. I also am distributing free drug 
discount cards for pets. No registration 
is required. No gimmicks. Just show the 
card to the pharmacy or store and you 
may receive savings. Works best when 
people are under insured or uninsured. 
the free prescription cards are available at 
Greenburgh Town hall.

Job Club: If you are out of work let 
me know. I maintain a job club and post 
job openings on my facebook page, on 
www.linkedin.com (Greenburgh jobs 
group). I also would be happy to send 
you e-mail alerts every time I hear of 
job openings. Last year I sent out four 
or five advisories a week to people on my 
list. I estimate that over 60 people have 
found work - thanks to the job club. We 
also sponsor periodic meetings. The next 
meeting will be held at the Greenburgh 
Library between 10-11:30 on Thursday, 
February 3rd (snow date: Feb 7).

Task Force Being Formed to 
Explore Ways to Make Government 
More Efficient: a task force is being 
formed to explore ways to make govern-
ment more efficient. We’re going to look 
at consolidation of services, more sharing 

of town operations. If you are interested 
in getting involved and helping us rein-
vent the way government operates - please 
e-mail me at pfeiner@greenburghny.com 
or call me. We will also follow up on the 
fire district consolidation report --which 
was reported on in a previous issue of the 
Guardian by Nancy King.

Town Information on Our Website: 
www.greenburghny.com: If you would 
like to subscribe to our e-mail alert list, 
please advise and we will send you advi-
sories of interesting things that are 
happening in and around the town. e 
mail pfeiner@greenburghny.com

Are You a Veteran? If you are a 
veteran and want to be interviewed 
and become a part of our living history 

initiative let us know. We are placing the 
video interviews in an archive room at the 
Greenburgh Library and airing the inter-
views on public access TV.

Dog Licensing Is a New York State 
Requirement - Obtain Your License 
From the Town Clerk: New York state 
approved a new law transferring dog 
licensing to the Town clerk’s office. 
every dog owner must obtain a license 
(under New York state law) for their dog. 
For more information contact the Town 
clerk’s office at 914-993-1501 ( Judith 
Beville is the Town clerk).

Paul J. Feiner is Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor
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... for beginners
• Get Fit
• Build Self-Confi dence
• Self Defense
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Men,Women, Children belmars.com

The Feiner Report By Paul J. Feiner

WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER 
SUNDAY, JAN. 30TH FROM 9A.M. TO 3P.M.

PRESENT THIS AD FOR $1.00 OFF ADMISSION

Largest Train & Toy Show in the NY Area with 
more than 300 Tables. New & Antique Toys &
Trains; All Gauges, Train Parts, Layouts, 
Appraisals,  Die Cast Cars, Books,
Test Track, Toy Soldiers &  
Food. Children under 
12 FREE. Info Call:
518.392.2660 or
631.653.8113

TRAIN & TOY SHOW
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Exit 22 on Bronx River 
Pkwy. or Exit 5 on 287 to 
119 E. to Show.

westchestertoytrain.com

WG

http://www.belmars.com


Page 10 The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, JaNuarY 27, 2011

 GOVERNMENT

The city of rye’s 
Playland strategic 
Working group recently 
held a meeting to go 
over the concept of a 

“sustainable Playland.”
The county issued a request for 

Proposals (rFPs) over the summer, 
in search of an individual or group to 
develop a proposal to reinvent Playland 
amusement Park into a public recreation 
park. If said proposal is accepted, the 
person or persons that came up with it 
will assist the appropriate governmental 
body to obtain funds to see it through to 
creation.

“Our goal as city council is by our 
March 12th meeting to lay out param-
eters for a resolution,” rye city Mayor 
doug French said during the meeting.

While on the topic of scheduling, the 
sustainable Playland Inc. (sPI) has set 
the following deadlines: January 22nd was 
to hold a walk-through of the site with 
sPI’s principal architect doug McKean, 
whose best known work is the restoration 
of Grand central station. March 4th is 
the tentative date for an sPI fundraiser, 
whose funds will go toward re-creating 
Playland. March 10th is the deadline for 
submissions of proposals.

sPI’s main principles and philoso-
phies for this project are to respect the 
environment, to maintain integrity, to 
respect historic buildings, and to include 
public shoreline access. The group is 
looking for a plan that includes sustain-
ability, recreation, education, arts and 
culture, and leisure.

“This is an opportunity to take a 
leadership position and to have a positive 
impact for posterity,” an sPI representa-
tive said during the meeting.

With this project, Westchester 
county is looking to achieve the goal 

of reinventing an iconic and historic 
Playland amusement Park that can thrive 
in the 21st century.

Playland is costing local taxpayers 
millions of dollars, while attendance is 
down significantly. The rFP is seeking 
ideas to “unlock the full recreational 
and entertainment value of the property 
at large,” according to the sustainable 
Playland Web site, which can be found 
at www.sustainablePlayland.org. The 
group’s motto: Keep the Play in Playland.

The rFP covers 100 acres of the 
280-acre Playland Park. The objective, 
as stated by the Westchester county 
department of Parks, recreation and 
conservation is to develop, manage, 
operate and maintain, and/or propose 
other options for Playland Park.

since 1928, the focus of Playland has 
been its amusement park, which boasts 
50 rides and attractions. It’s important 
to note that there are several rides at the 
Park designated as National historic 
Landmarks, and are to be maintained in 
a legal manner consistent with respecting 
historic landmarks.

sPI, the rye city council and the 
county of Westchester want to remind 
participants of the rFP to acknowledge 
the county’s emotional attachment to 
the recreational property. sPI warns that 
“it is not an overstatement to say that 
Westchester loves Playland.”

and Westchester county resi-
dents aren’t the only ones who pine for 
Playland. hollywood jumped on the 
Playland bandwagon first, filming many 
memorable moments with Tom hanks in 
his 1998 movie Big. The music industry 
was just as happy to embrace the Park’s 
famous beach boardwalk, when they shot 
Mariah carey’s Fantasy music video there 
in 1995. Playland’s first rendezvous with 
amusement park iconography came when 
Walt disney visited the Park in the earlier 
part of the 1900s to study its design, 
which acted as a prototype in creating and 
building the disney theme parks years 
later.

It’s not just Westchester county that 
makes use of this landmark Park. The 
Metro Transit authority (MTa) adver-
tises for the Park on many of its commuter 
trains and offers discounts for individuals 
and groups coming from New York city 
and The Bronx. Besides the rides and 
attractions, Playland is famous as one of 
the post popular locales to view fireworks.

aside from weekly fireworks shows 
during the summer, which take advantage 
of Playland’s extensive shoreline to offer 

an unfettered view, the 
Park’s 4th of July cele-
bration is an annual 
tradition to be reck-
oned with. Thousands 
of residents crowd the 
park, its shoreline and 
its boardwalk to eat, 
drink and be merry 
under the fantastic 
show of lights.

Independence day 
revelers arrive hours 
before the festivities 
begin because as the 
time for the fireworks 
display draws nearer, 
the access road to 
Playland Park becomes 

a virtual parking lot. Parking spots are a 
rare commodity on that particular day 
and residents often have to park up to a 
mile away to gain access.

Winning ideas for contenders in the 
rFP will attempt to lay out concrete 
plans that can reverse the current finan-
cial burdens of the Park. To do this, they 
will have to create a brand new business 
model that is both sensitive to what the 
Park has been historically and how it 
will survive in the coming years, amid a 
lagging economy.

Westchester county officials will 
utilize a number of criteria as guidelines 
for reviewing rFP submissions and in 
selecting the best proposal.

The criteria are as follows: The 
respondent’s demonstrated experience to 
carry out a proposal. The respondent’s 
financial strength. The potential finan-
cial benefit to the county. The level of 
detail and credibility of the proposal. The 
respondent’s clear understanding of neces-
sary approvals to carry out their proposals. 
Lastly, the respondents creativity in maxi-
mizing Playland Park as a resource to the 
public and county residents, and reduc-
tion of financial impart of Playland to the 
county and its residents.

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Reinventing Playland Amusement Park for The 21st Century
By Bary Alyssa Johnson

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the 
Editor will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits. A 
maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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The Town of rye 
held its regular council 
meeting to discuss 
several issues. among 
them, a public hearing 

for newly proposed crawford Park poli-
cies, a presentation to bring light to 
damages on the south Barry avenue 
Bridge and a presentation by a local 
eagle scout to upgrade the Town’s largely 
unknown african american cemetery.

The Town supervisor Joseph carvin 
started out by focusing on the historical 
and stately crawford Park. aside from 
addressing issues of overuse and lack of 
supervision, the Town is seeking to imple-
ment a new policy regarding the use of 
the Park by public groups and individuals.

a resident stepped up to air his griev-
ances to the council regarding the Park. 
“The Park and mansion are grossly over-
used and not maintained well and there 
needs to be more accountability,” he said. 
“something has to be done to protect the 
property. There needs to be less use and 
more supervision – it’s a modified riot.”

carvin responded in kind, saying 
that the Town is trying to find the right 
balance and seeking to find out how much 
of the messy issue is due to overuse and 
how much is due to lack of supervision.

“We’re not going to make a definitive 
policy tonight,” carvin said. “We’re going 

to talk to other users of the Park to find 
the correct balance.”

carvin then motioned for the public 
hearing on the Park to stay open until 
the council’s next meeting. sixty-five 
letters have been sent out to groups that 
use crawford Park in a bid to seek out 
accountability over these concerns.

a departmental report showed that 
in 2010, over 500 non-profit events were 
held, while there were only 240 paying 
events. carvin has asked for a memo-
randum explaining who uses the Park, 
when and why. such a report will be 
needed to rationalize the newly proposed 
policies for Park usage. It has been over 
four years since such a review was held.

crawford Park is made up of thirty-
five acres, including gardens, lawns, 
a jogging path, playing fields and the 
historic mansion. It is utilized by people 
from Port chester, rye Brook, rye Town 
and other surrounding communities.

The Town of rye offers licenses to 
use the facilities at the Park to public and 
non-profit organizations. among the new 
usage proposals are increased responsi-
bility by users and many price hikes for 
events held there.

among the rules that will hence-
forth be required to adhere by are as 
follows: responsibility for any damages 
that may occur, obtaining an alcohol 

license if alcohol is to be served in addi-
tion to hiring an off-duty police officer to 
monitor alcohol-friendly events, responsi-
bility for post-event cleanup, no littering, 
animals or smoking allowed on site and 
many more.

New license fees very wildly from 
$1,000 to $2,250 for wedding parties. 
Other similar occasions will cost $750 
per hour with a five hour minimum. use 
of the ball fields will be thirty dollars 
per hour with a two hour minimum. a 
fifty percent discount will be offered to 
non-profit organizations. Lastly, school 
districts and municipal events will be 
offered at no cost.

Next on the docket, Bryan smith of 
ahneman Kirby, LLc gave a presenta-
tion of necessary repairs to the Northwest 
Wing Wall of the south Barry avenue 
Bridge. smith covered a brief run-through 
of tentative plans for reconstruction.

among the repairs: a guardrail that 
needs to be shored and salvaged, the 
surrounding sidewalk area needs to be 
removed and replaced and a breach on the 
stone wall requires fixing.

smith told the council that there are 
plans in place to public a public adver-
tisement seeking requests for Proposals 
(rFPs) by February 8th. Open bids will 
be held on March 8th and a selection and 
approval of contractors is expected to take 

place during the Town council’s april 
19th meeting.

The last major project on the night’s 
agenda was presented by a local eagle 
scout. The young man spoke to the 
council, seeking donations and a formal 
resolution to finish his project.

The project is focused on an african-
american cemetery that is largely 
unknown to the public. The project’s 
objectives include making the cemetery 
known to the Town of rye and the rela-
tives of the 119 people buried there 
– including twenty-two war veterans. 
The project also seeks to make it easier 
to see the contributions of these deceased 
african-americans to the community.

“This project can bring the rye Town 
community together,” the eagle scout 
told the Town council.

donations are needed mainly for 
research through both library and military 
records to create a map of the cemetery 
and brochure on specific grave sites and 
individuals. research will continue on 
through next month, which is appropriate 
as February is Black history Month in 
the united states.

carvin was clearly delighted at the 
young man’s ambitious and philanthropic 
plans and motioned to approve the 
project. The motion received unanimous 
support from the rest of the council.

“This is a spectacular project,” carvin said. 
“I can’t thank you enough for doing this.”

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Rye Town Council Discusses Facelifts for Local Sites
By Bary Alyssa Johnson

Washington, d.c.-- congresswoman 
Nita Lowey (d-NY)last week announced 
the White Plains Fire Bureau will receive 
a $1.9 million federal grant to re-hire fire-
fighters who had been laid off.

“I am thrilled the White Plains Fire 
Bureau will benefit from this federal 
grant, which will help ensure we have the 
personnel necessary to keep our commu-
nity safe,” said Lowey. “at a time of high 
unemployment, I am particularly pleased 
this federal investment will create jobs in 

our community.”
Lowey is the sole New Yorker on 

the appropriations subcommittee on 
homeland security.

department of Public safety 
commissioner david chong said, “This 
is tremendous news for the city of White 
Plains and its outstanding Fire Bureau. 
Thanks to the congresswoman and other 
elected officials, we were able to make the 
case that these positions are valuable.”

The White Plains Fire Bureau will 
use the federal grant to re-hire nine fire-
fighters who were previously laid off due 
to budget cuts.

The department of homeland 
security’s (dhs) staffing for adequate 
Fire and emergency response program 
(saFer)is a funding initiative designed 
to strengthen the nation’s ability to 
respond to fire and fire-related hazards 
and improve the nation’s overall level of 
preparedness. 

The goal of any saFer grant is to 
enhance the ability of grantees to attain 
and maintain 24-hour staffing and to 
assure that their communities have 
adequate protection from fire and fire-
related hazards. The objective of the 
program is to award grants directly to 
volunteer, combination, and career fire 
departments to help the departments 
increase the number of frontline fire-
fighters, and to rehire firefighters who 
were laid-off due to the economy. 

Lowey Announces $1.9 Million Federal Grant to  
Re-Hire Laid Off White Plains Firefighters
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On the Trustees’ 
to do list for 2011 is 
a multi-year plan for 
addressing the street 
lighting in the Village 

with an emphasis on the business district.
The project will be both expensive 

and difficult to execute but in terms of 
level of illumination and energy effi-
ciency, we must make some changes.

Our current lighting configura-
tion in the business district is 189 watt 
incandescent bulbs in globe lights. all 
poles are at this maximum illumination. 
unfortunately, they are the most energy 
inefficient in current use in municipali-
ties. Our incandescent bulbs have a life 
of 3,000 hours. since each pole is illumi-
nated for 4,200 hours per year, our bulbs, 
under optimal conditions, do not even 
last a year. In contrast, Led or induc-
tion lighting “bulbs” have a life of 10 to 
15 years. In addition, our current bulbs 
have a very fragile filament that is easily 
broken by wind, rain or heavy snow, so 
replacement and repair is both expen-
sive and time consuming. Three days per 
week, the Village has a team of dPW 

staff just working on light fixtures.
Lights in the residential neighbor-

hoods are also 189 watt incandescent. 
These lights, also powered by a sensi-
tive filament, are even more fragile than 
those in our business district because the 
bulb is fully exposed to all the weather 
elements. It is clear that lighting tech-
nology for the future is not incandescent 
bulbs, rather an induction system or 
Led bulbs. Induction lighting transmits 
energy via a magnetic field through a 
coil system. an induced current causes 
charged particles to release energy in the 
form of light. Induction lights have no 
filament and have an extremely long life 
making them virtually maintenance free 
and highly energy efficient. They have 
been used for 20 years in architectural 
and outdoor lighting plans. The bulb 
produces a warm light and can go on and 
off instantly.

Led, or light emitting diode 
lighting, operates by a semi-conductor 
method that converts energy into light. 
similar to induction lighting, the bulb 
has no filament, burns at a much lower 
wattage than conventional bulbs and has 

an extremely long life that translates into 
great energy savings.

In addition, Led lights will remain 
operable even if some of the 30 odd 
diodes burn out. Leds are also best at 
pinpointing an area to be illuminated, 
reducing light pollution and wasted 
energy. They operate extremely well in 
cold temperatures and difficult weather 
conditions and even have a built-in alert 
system to signal when maintenance is 
needed. Like induction lights, they have 
an operating life of 10 to 15 years. along 
with 30 other communities nationwide, 
the Village applied for federal stimulus 
monies to convert to an Led lighting 
system. unfortunately, our grant was not 
funded. We will reapply once a notice 
of funding availability comes from the 
federal government.

The cost of conversion to energy 
efficient lighting in the Village is 
approximately $485,000. It is in our 
intent and hope that our current histori-
cally accurate globe fixtures can be 
retro-fitted with new internal controls so 
the aesthetic look for the Village would 
not be changed, but the illumination and 
energy efficiency greatly increased.

By way of background, the Village 
has 618 street lights, 38 traffic signal 
devices and 13 pedestrian crossing 
signals using 643,154 kilowatts of 

electricity per year translating into an 
electric bill of $103,000. Our energy is 
provided through the New York Power 
authority and delivered by con edison. 
In addition, twenty percent of our energy 
use is derived from wind power gener-
ated from New York based wind farms.

If we converted to Led or induc-
tion lighting, our yearly power bill would 
drop by 76% annually and pay for the 
new lighting in seven years minimum, 
without even factoring in the cost and 
maintenance of the filament bulb repair 
and replacement program which is a 
yearly budget item.

Not only is it cost effective and 
energy efficient to go this route in the 
near future, it may be our only option. It 
is quite probable that our 189 watt bulbs 
will not be manufactured past 2013 so 
a reliable supply to continue with this 
system will be non-existent.

The Trustees and I welcome your 
comments and anyone with expertise in 
this area is encouraged to weigh in on 
the best alternatives currently available. 
This lighting capital project concept will 
be a topic for the January meeting of the 
Village’s Finance committee.

Mary C. Marvin is the Mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville.

 GOVERNMENT

Washington, dc -- 
congresswoman Nita Lowey (d-NY) last week 
announced the Mamaroneck emergency Medical 
services (eMs) will receive $99,750 in federal funding to 
purchase a new ambulance.

“First responders serve their communities by 
responding to emergencies and helping those in need 
of assistance,” said congresswoman Lowey. “It is our 
responsibility to ensure they have the equipment and 
training they need to do their jobs reliably and efficiently. 
I am pleased the department of homeland security is 
addressing this need in Westchester county.”

Lowey is a senior member of the appropriations 
subcommittee on homeland security.

The Mamaroneck eMs will purchase a new ambu-
lance with the funding. The total cost of the vehicle 
acquisition project is $105,000, so the federal investment 
will cover more than 95 percent of the cost that otherwise 
would have been borne by local taxpayers.

“It’s wonderful news that the Mamaroneck emergency 
Medical services will receive the $99,750 grant from 
congresswoman Lowey’s office,” said Mamaroneck 
supervisor Valerie O’Keeffe. “This grant will go a long 
way to help purchase a much-needed, modern ambulance. 

Our thanks to congresswoman Lowey for continuing to 
work on behalf of all our citizens.”

The assistance to Firefighters Grant (aFG) program, 
which is administered by the department of homeland 
security Office of Grants and Training in coordination 
with the u.s. Fire administration, awards grants directly 
to fire departments and eMs agencies. Funds may be 
used to increase the effectiveness of firefighting opera-
tions, firefighter health and safety programs, emergency 
medical service programs, fire prevention and safety 
programs, and to purchase new fire equipment.

Lowey Announces $99,750 Federal Grant to Purchase 
Ambulance for Mamaroneck EMS

Street Lighting Capital Project
By Mary C. Marvin

 MAYOR MARVIN COLUMN  GOVERNMENT
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 HEALTH

 THE ANATOMY OF HUMOR

as one with 
mental illness, I view 
with trepidation, soci-
ety’s reaction to those 
who suffer. even 
though the tragic 
event in arizona 

is another sad reminder of the fragility 
of the mental health system and the 
healthcare system as a whole, I hope the 
public comprehends and understands the 
complexity of this disease. unfortunately, 
it takes a tragedy like this to bring to the 
forefront awareness of an illness with a 
large spectrum of disorders, many of which 
are complex and still mysterious. 

I am afraid that some faction of the 

general public may believe that those 
mentally ill are all on the verge of some 
violent act; that we may encounter more 
ignorance and lack of understanding 
through our daily activities thereby pushing 
more inflicted to seek shelter behind closed 
curtains and darkened rooms. 

I am afraid of an over reacting school 
official, or a public safety officer, or medical 
personnel who may use unnecessary means 
such as over medicating, or who may 
incorporate harsher disciplinary methods 
during moments of undo stress and fear.

I am afraid of being classified as some-
thing we are not; of someone I am not. 
What we are, are individuals with mental 
illness, not mentally ill individuals. We 

try to live with this albatross about our 
collective necks as best as we can within a 
framework that no two sufferers are alike. 
We have something to give to the commu-
nities within which we live, and by the 
families to which we yearn to belong. 

For too many generations, lives have 
been lost. Lost not only premature death, 
but behind closed doors and the quiet 
whispers of family secrets. Now as weak-
nesses of character become displaced 
by truer psychological understandings, 
the scientific community is probing into 
the chemical compositions that make 
up the brain. The faithful communities 
are joining the battle to help us on this 
journey. To those with depression, fear, 

and/or anxiety, we are for the most part 
no longer being told to “get over it”. We 
are now being asked “how can I help?” by 
family members.

There is progress, yet there is so much 
pain. We need the understanding of those 
around us, as well as the empathy of the 
larger communities in which we live.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one 
son.  A former accountant with an MBA, 
Glenn suffers from mental illness. He writes 
part-time and works at the New Rochelle 
Public Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital 
in Harrison, New York,  where he receives 
therapy.

Hearing Those Who Suffer the Pain of Mental Illness
By Glenn Slaby

What can one say about Jewish 
humor that hasn’t been said before? 
That it is overtly Jewish in its concerns, 
characters, language and values? One 
definition of a Jewish joke is that it is one 
non-Jews cannot understand, and Jews all 
say they have already heard. Jewish reli-
gious scholars have said that it’s easier to 
describe God in terms of what God is 
not. This same approach may be helpful 
in defining Jewish humor.

For example, it has been said that 
Jewish humor is not slapstick. It is not 
physical. It is usually not crude and cruel 
and avoids attacking the weak or infirm. 
It is not polite or gentle. Yet individual 
Jewish humorists spring to mind who 
negate each of these qualities. The Marx 
Brothers were slapstick performers, 
Jerry Lewis and sid caesar were phys-
ical, don rickles was crude and cruel, 
sam Levenson was gentle, danny Kaye 
was polite and playful. Jewish standup 
comediennes, a recent phenomenon, 
also exhibit some of these same quali-
ties: elayne Boosler is gentle, Judy Gold 
stands 6 feet 3 inches tall and is rowdy, 

and sarah silverman is crude and cruel.
Well, if Jewish humor is not what it is 

not, what is it? Jewish humor is substan-
tive--it is always about something. Often 
that something is food and the effects of 
overeating, health or wealth, marriage and 
family, business, and anti-semitism and 
survival. as social or religious commen-
tary, Jewish humor can run the gamut 
from sarcastic to complaining, from 
resigned to descriptive. Often the point 
of the humor is more powerful than the 
laughter it evokes.

Jewish humor tends to be anti-
authoritarian, ridiculing pomposity, 
hypocrisy, self-indulgence and delusions 
of grandeur. It is often politically derived, 
directed at authority figures, intellec-
tuals, teachers, doctors, business tycoons 
and similar types who cannot otherwise 
be criticized directly. In Jewish humor, 
the interaction between ordinary people 
and the power structure--often the 
Gentile power structure--usually results 
in powerless victims emerging victorious. 
Nothing is sacred. religious authorities 
and institutions, rituals and dogma are 
satirized without compunction. Jewish 

humor mocks anyone and everyone. 
Problems with language and meaning are 
a common thread in Jewish humor. The 
following three jokes are old standbys, 
best told with an approximation of an 
accent for greatest effect:

Mrs. Sam Lapidus from the Bronx 
is delighted to find that her sunbathing 
companion at Miami Beach each day is 
a bejeweled Mrs. Irving Goldstein from 
Great Neck on Long Island. Fascinated by 
Mrs. Goldstein, Mrs. Lapidus has studied 
her carefully for clues to her age. She cannot 
detect signs of a facelift or a tummy tuck. 
There is no evidence of graying roots in 
her carefully coiffed blonde tresses. Finally, 
unhappy with her inability to find age-
revealing clues, she decides to resort to a 
frontal attack to satisfy her curiosity. She 
will muster up the courage to ask Mrs. 
Goldstein a direct question, and that will 
settle the matter once and for all.

In the middle of an innocuous discus-
sion, Mrs. Lapidus blurts out, “Mrs. 
Goldstein, I was wondering, have you 
been through the menopause?”

“Goodness, no,” Mrs. Goldstein 
beams benignly at her. “We haven’t 

seen everything at the Fontainebleau 
yet.” For younger readers, the giant 
Fontainebleau hotel, an architectural 
standout, was once the premier showplace 
and celebrity resort at Miami Beach.

and another: On her first visit to 
Paris, Mrs. Lapidus sees Mrs. Cohen, a 
friend from the Upper West Side, walking 
on the Champs Elysées. She rushes up to 
her, exclaiming effusively and without 
pausing, “Sadie, Sadie, I didn’t know you 
were going to be in Paris! Is Irving with 
you? Oh, isn’t this city marvelous? We’ve 
seen almost everything, but one thing 
bothers me. Would you believe that we’ve 
been here three days, and I haven’t been by 
the Louvre?” Mrs. Cohen nods and says, 
“By me the same. It must be the water.”

and still another: When Mr. 
Ginsberg, a widower, retired he decided 
to treat himself to a trip to Paris and 
booked passage on the French liner Liberté, 
famous for its opulence and its cuisine. On 
the first night, he was seated by the Maitre 
d’ at a table facing another passenger trav-
eling alone--a Frenchman who spoke no 
English. The Frenchman, already seated at 

Continued on page 14

Jewish Humor By The Westchester Jokester
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 INVESTIGATION

Continued from page 13
the table, smiles at Mr. Ginsberg and says, 
“Bon appetit.” Mr. Ginsberg, who speaks 
no French, bows stiffly before sitting down 
and says, “Ginsberg. “This exchange goes 
on for several meals at each of which the 
Frenchman is already seated at the table 
when Mr. Ginsberg arrives.

The waiter eventually notices the 
ceremonious exchange taking place at 
the beginning of each meal. He discreetly 
approaches Mr. Ginsberg after the dinner 
meal and explains: “Monsieur Ginsberg, 
when your tablemate, the French 
gentleman, says, ‘Bon appetit’ at the start 
of each meal, he isn’t introducing himself 
to you.’Bon appetit’ is a French expression. 
It’s his way of wishing that you enjoy your 
meal.”

Mr. Ginsberg is thunderstruck. “What 
a dumbkopf I am,” he mutters to himself, 
vowing to rectify his error. The next 
morning he races to the dining room and 

is relieved to find he has reached the table 
first. When the Frenchman approaches 
the table, Mr. Ginsberg smiles up at him 
and says proudly, “Bon appetit.” The 
Frenchman immediately bows graciously 
and says, “Ginsberg.”

Generally speaking, sex does not 
figure in Jewish humor; when it does, 
it is usually introduced obliquely: Mrs. 
Lapidus achieved the nearly impossible 
feat of getting the landlord to paint the 
Lapidus’s apartment. Unfortunately, 
she neglected to tell her husband that the 
painters would be coming before he left the 
apartment that morning. That evening, 
when he went into the bedroom to take off 
his shoes and put on his slippers, he put a 
grimy hand on the wall to steady himself 
and left an ugly handprint. Mrs. Lapidus 
berated him for his thoughtlessness and 
resolved to try to get one of the painters 
to touch up the wall without the landlord 
knowing about it.

The next morning she hears the 
painters working in an apartment on the 
floor above hers. She keeps her apartment 

door open slightly. When she hears the 
painters leaving for lunch, she waits until 
the last one, a little old Jewish man, comes 
down the stairs. When he reaches her floor, 
she throws open her door, smiles and beckons 
to him. “Mister painter, mister painter,” 
she calls. Taking off his cap, he approaches 
her. “Yes?” he says, curious about what she 
wants. Unsure how to ask him to touch up 
the damaged wall with fresh paint, she 
takes his hand, leads the puzzled painter 
into the kitchen and sits him down at the 
table.

Mrs. Lapidus attempts to make 
preliminary small talk before explaining 
the situation. Hungry for his lunch, the 
painter finally asks, “Lady, just what is it 
that you want?” She decides on a strategy 
of directness. Motioning toward the rear 
of the apartment, she says to him, “Come 
with me to the bedroom. I want to show 
you where my husband put his hand last 
night.” The painter does not budge. “Look, 
lady,” he says tiredly, “I’m an old man. If 
you don’t mind, I’ll just have a glass of tea.”

Jewish humor can be extremely 

insular: robert Briscoe, a Jew, was elected 
Lord Mayor of dublin in the Irish 
republic in recognition of his service in 
the cause of Irish independence. Before 
that he had served in the Irish parliament 
for 38 years, having been re-elected many 
times. early in his term as dublin’s first 
Jewish Lord Mayor, he was invited to lead 
the st. Patrick’s day parade in New York 
city. he accepted the honor graciously 
and came to New York.

Standing on the Fifth Avenue side-
walk, two elderly Jewish women watch 
admiringly as the leading marchers in 
the parade approach. Wearing a broad 
green sash, the top-hatted Lord Mayor of 
Dublin is out in front as Grand Marshal, 
smiling and waving to the crowd. “Isn’t it 
wonderful? Imagine! The St. Patrick’s Day 
parade,” the first woman exclaims, “and a 
Jewish boy is leading it.” Her companion 
nods in agreement. “Yes, it could only 
happen in New York!”

The Westchester Jokester mines his 
voluminous collection of humor each week 
in the pages of The Westxhester Guardian.

Jewish Humor

On Tuesday, January 18th, the White 
Plains democratic committee met at 
the White Plains YWca to decide the 
fate of embattled Mayor adam Bradley. 
The purpose of this meeting was to 
decide whether or not to move forward 
with the processes required to remove 
Bradley from office. In a vote of 42 to 
19, with four abstentions the committee 
did indeed vote to begin the process to 
appeal to Governor andrew cuomo to 
remove Bradley from office. at the end of 
the evening, the committee got what they 
wanted, a letter from five White Plains 
common council members dispatched 
to andrew cuomo.

In a letter provided to the media by 
councilwoman Milagros Lecouna, the 
five members of the common council 
beseech Governor cuomo begin the 
removal process of the Mayor of White 
Plains under section 33 of the Public 
Officers law of New York state. What the 
council failed to mention in their letter 
was that a removal process of a public 
official comes first with an investigation 
by the Governor’s office. an investiga-
tion like that takes a bit of time. There 
will be no governor swooping down 
from his home in Mt. Kisco or from the 
governor’s mansion in albany to remove 
Mayor Bradley. There will of course be a 

study conducted to see if Bradley is fit to 
remain in office. The common council 
happened to leave out some information 
about that study; the taxpayers of the city 
of White Plains will be responsible for 
this bill. Isn’t that great? as the Governor 
and the attorney General conduct this 
investigation and hold the hearing(s) 
afterwards, we get stuck with the bill. In 
the spirit of full disclosure, why did the 
common council omit full disclosure to 
the taxpayer? specifically, that we would 
be footing this bill, too. Perhaps they 
think we’re too dumb to handle this infor-
mation or perhaps they know that the vox 
populi would be enraged at paying a tax 

increase for a service that doesn’t exist.
Mob mentality, is an easy phenom-

enon to get caught up in. honestly, we’ve 
all been a part of it at one time or another. 
sadly enough, its kind of enjoyable when 
you’re caught up in it. But there comes 
a time when you have to step out of the 
melee and question yourself as to why 

you’re a part of it. Yeah, I had a good 
laugh early on at the mayor’s expense. I 
had no interest in covering this case. For 
heaven’s sake, it was a misdemeanor case 
that was entangled in a garden variety 
divorce case and most individuals found it 
to be boring. But when assigned to

ç Continued on page 15

White Plains Democratic Committee Votes to 
Begin the Removal Process of Mayor Bradley 
By Nancy King
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Calling for Mayor Bradley to 
Resign

My parents were republican; true. I 
grew up never understanding why a union 
truck driving milkman and the secretary 
at the elementary school would follow the 
republican Party. I always thought the 
republican Party was for the bosses and the 
democratic Party was there for the workers.

I became a democrat when I realized 
that richard Nixon and spiro agnew 
were not good people. When I asked my 
mother how all that blinded support of 
them worked out, she said, “I guess they 
weren’t telling the truth.” she never called 
them liars; she was too polite for that.

Now we have someone in office who 
was accused of crimes, tried in a court of 
law, and found guilty. This person refuses 
to resign. he shames our city greatly, but 
he claims he is innocent. and he is going 

to appeal. I remember all too loudly, “I am 
not a crook.”

simply stated, adam Bradley should 
step down; deal with his legal battle on 
his own time. Get his divorce in order 
and then come back to politics when he is 
acquitted of all charges. If he cannot clear 
his name, his days in politics are over.

and to the democrat Party, as 
a member, I simply say, show aLL 
cITIZeNs that you stand for some-
thing. remind the taxpayers that the 
court system means something. and 
that we can move on and take care of the 
community and party with an unbiased 
morality. I wasted two hours of my life last 
night waiting to say these few paragraphs. 
I don’t understand when government and 
parties don’t just listen to what the people 
have to say. elitism is for the country club.

I am glad they voted to ask andrew 
cuomo to step in. I hope the new governor 
is not too busy to do the right thing.

dwight douglas
White Plains, NY

Assemblywoman Galef’s 
Outreach Town Hall 
Meetings

We are facing critical issues at the 
state level as we begin the new year and 
the new legislative session. a projected 
$10 billion deficit for 2011 once again 
means we are going to have to be really 
creative in our approach to the budget so 
that we can continue to provide services 
and supports to the people and businesses 
of New York without bankrupting the 
state coffers. 

For my part, I am hopeful that our 
new governor will pave the way for great 
organizational and administrative changes 
that will make state government operate 
more efficiently and cost less. In the legis-
lature, we will be called on to make some 
tough decisions to support these changes. 

I will be hosting Town Meetings 
throughout my assembly district in 
early February. I encourage you to join 
me at one or more of these meetings so 
you can hear a little bit about the road 
ahead in albany, and so you can help 
me understand what you think needs 
to be done. This is a cornerstone of our 

democracy—public input and effective 
representation. come with your ideas and 
your hopes (and maybe your disappoint-
ments) so that together, we can help bring 
New York back to being the empire state 
we all know it can and will be. 

My town meetings take place as 
follows: Thursday, February 3rd, 7-9 pm 
at the Ossining Public Library, saturday, 
February 5th, 10 am-12noon at croton 
Library, and 1-3pm at desmond-Fish 
Library in Garrison, saturday February 
12th, 10 am-12noon at Putnam Valley 
Library, and 1-3pm at the Kent Library, 
and finally, Thursday, February 17th 
7-9pm at the Field Library in Peekskill. 
I look forward to seeing you and hearing 
from you then. If you need directions or 
have specific questions, please call my 
office at (914) 941-1111. 
sincerely, 

sandy Galef 
assemblywoman, 90th a.d.

 INVESTIGATION

Continued from page 14
cover it, I actually paid attention to the 
testimony and realized that it wasn’t just 
a case of domestic violence but a case of 
allegedly attempted political murder.

as testimony was suppressed, and 
pundits gave their opinions, one had 
to wonder who was driving this case 
and why? certainly council President 
Tom roach had a lot to gain if Bradley 
was ousted. after running an admirable 
campaign against robert castelli, roach 
finally conceded the New York state 
assembly seat to castelli and was back 
on the common council. as council 
President, he clearly would be the desig-
nated mayor. But would he be a good 
choice? he was out on the campaign trail 
for nearly a year and had been removed 
from the drama unfolding at city hall. 
Furthermore, when Mr. roach was previ-
ously absent due to a private personal 
health issue, he was afforded the courtesy 

and privacy during that time. his absence 
didn’t call for a cry for his resignation. 

councilmember Milagros Lecouna is 
a role model for Latina women who wish 
to seek political office. What is, or should 
I say who, is driving her to be such a vocal 
member of this council? When looking at 
the big picture, one has to wonder if she 
sees that her role in this mob leaves the 
city of White Plains rudderless. 

It seems that councilmember david 
Buchwald is driving Ms. Lecouna and the 
rest of the council to remove Bradley. as a 
rising star in the Westchester democratic 
Party, Mr. Buchwald seems to be on his 
own sort of vision quest. If he can get 
rid of adam Bradley and subsequently 
dennis Power, it would be quite a coup 
for a freshman council member who has 
political aspirations beyond the White 
Plains common council. The rest of the 
council members just sort of fell in line. I 
guess its better to eat than be eaten.

We would be remiss if we didn’t 
include Zelle andrews as a key player 
in this dog pile. dr. andrews has been a 
champion in the rights of women and 
within the gay and lesbian community in 
Westchester county. as the former state 
president of the National Organization 
for Women, she sat through the trial day 
after day. she heard the same testimony 
that the rest of us did as well. In the end, 
when Bradley was found guilty she was 
overheard saying that she was shocked at 
the verdict because the cause was rife with 
reasonable doubt. Wow, she did hear what 
the rest of us heard but….being a part 
of this “friends and family network” was 
undoubtedly more important than taking 
the unpopular stance that there may have 
been more to this case than we were made 
privy. Now Ms. andrews is seeking alter-
native employment for Bradley. I guess 
when she stepped back and took a look at 
that all important big picture, she realized 

that while it would be fabulous to remove 
this guy from the job, she had to wonder 
who is going to pay the mortgage on the 
house his children reside in and how are 
they going to receive financial support 
from a dad who has no job. Maybe putting 
Bradley in jail as a dead-beat dad is part of 
the plan too. and now that they’ve pretty 
much finished Bradley off, she makes a 
statement that dennis Power, the one lone 
Bradley supporter has to go too.

White Plains has it all. There is an 
ineffective Mayor who has been convicted 
of five misdemeanor charges, and a 
common council that continues to circle 
the wagons. What White Plains doesn’t 
have is a system of checks and balances 
in place. In this staunchly democratic 
city, the city republicans have been eerily 
quiet. Where are they?

White Plains Democratic Committee Votes to Begin the Removal Process of Mayor Bradley
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 MOVIE REVIEWS

Movie Review: “Four Lions” (-)
The New York Times reviewer, a.O. scott, lured me into seeing this ridiculous film with the following 

comments:
“These musings are inspired by ‘Four Lions’ a shockingly hilarious, stiletto-sharp satire directed by chris 

Morris and written by a squad of British wits. It concerns a squad of British nitwits eager to wage jihad and 
unsure of just how to go about doing it. That there are five of them in a movie called ‘Four Lions’ is testament 
either to their aggregate brain power or to their mathematical skills, though it is also true that one of the group is 
subtracted by an incident of premature martyrdom involving a sheep.”

Yes, there are some incidents of tomfoolery that will make you laugh. But overall the movie is tedious and 
grossly boring. Worst of all, the British dialect is so thick that I couldn’t understand 90 percent of it. I followed 
the plot by reading the subtitles provided when the Pakistani characters spoke. 

The four lions are Muslim terrorists, British-born or naturalized, who plot to receive training in Pakistan, 
return home to Britain, and blow up civic centers which would kill innocent civilians. 

Because I doubt that many of you will see this picture, I’ll divulge one scene which made me laugh. Purists, 
please forgive the break in cinema reviewer ethics. after eating, one of the “lions” wearing a suicide vest begins to 
choke from food stuck in his windpipe. a nearby diner rushes to his aid and performs the heimlich maneuver. 
Guess what? It worked, causing the food to eject and the bombs to explode. I had the heimlich performed on 
me, I believe in 1980. There is no adequate description for that moment of relief when you can breathe again.

In my opinion, a. O. scott went way overboard in his review of this film. What he was thinking or seeing 
on the screen is a mystery to me. Take my advice, and see another movie. The cast includes Omar (riz ahmed), 
hassan (arsher ali), Barry (Nigel Lidsay), Waj (Kayvan Novak), Faisal (adeel akhtar, and sofia (Preeya Kalidas).

henry stern said: “This film is ludicrous and not even amusing. It makes a comedy out of four bumbling 
suicide bombers whose only desire is to kill Jews. Fortunately, they are so inept that they only injure themselves 
and other terrorists. I don’t think this is a subject for slapstick humor, but even if it were, this bunch of clowns 
couldn’t pull it off. “Four Blind Mice” would have been a more descriptive title.

“hatred for Jews is a given part of their culture, even though nothing happens to show that a Jew injured any 
of them. The garbled language made parts of the film hard to understand, but I don’t think I missed anything. 
On the other hand, if the film were an effective and sympathetic portrayal of its characters, I would probably feel 
worse about it.”

Movie Review: “Barney’s Version” (+)
This is a spectacular film that will keep you engrossed until the last frame. Last week the Golden Globe award 

for best actor in a musical or comedy went to Paul Giamatti for his performance in this movie. I certainly approve 
of their choice.

The story involves a canadian television producer, Barney Panofsky (Paul Giamatti), the son of a Montreal 
policeman, Izzy (dustin hoffman). Barney’s job has many rewards, including a high standard of living and the 
freedom to drink as much as he desires throughout the day. 

during the course of the movie, Barney marries three times. The first two are unimportant to him, but the 
third one touches his heart and that of the audience. he marries his first wife, clara (rachelle Lefevre), when she 
tells him she is pregnant. his second wife, Mrs. P (Minnie driver) who is not very bright, ends up in bed with his 
best friend, Boogie (scott speedman). The love between Barney and his third wife, Miriam (rosamund Pike), is 
very evident and lovely to behold. The performances of all the actors are terrific. 

The screenplay is based on a novel by Mordecai richler. The environment created is totally Jewish and the 
dialogue sparkles. This is one of the best movies I have seen this year, and I urge you to see it as well.

check out videos of these and other reviews on my website, Mayor at the Movies website. and don’t forget to 
follow me on Twitter! Let him know your thoughts by directing email to eikoch@bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch
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seven magnificent days on the seas 
of the caribbean with only two island 
stops in Bonaire and curacao equates to 
a heck of a lot of time to inhale tons of 
outstanding music, not to mention a lot 
of good food too! 

Day one: started with a nice little jam 
session led by Nick connolly. The always 
enjoyable Marcia Ball featured her latest 
guitarist Mighty Mike schermer who 
possesses a mighty fine tone, and also had 
red Young sitting on B3. red’s a regular 
in eric Burdon’s band, and also has several 
high-quality recordings of his own. at 
the outdoor pool deck Wayne Toups was 
wailing on (more about Toups later,) and 
appropriately closing the outdoor festivi-
ties was the main man himself: delbert 
Mcclinton. delbert remains timeless in 
his demeanor and voice and still throttles 
at full speed, his band is attentive and very 
aggressive when called upon, making this 
show the highlight of first evening.

Day two: Mingo Fishtrap started at 
noon and were very soulful and funky, 
my best way to describe this fine unit is 
to compare them to a young version of 
Tower of Power, blue-eyed soul, and very 
talented. saxophonist don Wise sat in for 
a few tunes of Mingo’s as well, and hipped 
me to this band several years ago, he wasn’t 
kidding they are that good and very tight! 
Later on Tommy castro wailed, followed 
by crowd favorite raul Malo who crooned 
beautifully. closing out the outdoors 
event was Tab Benoit who also was in fine 
vocals and jammed mightily. Indoors Big 
Joe Maher had a nice groove on with seth 
Walker’s guitar, Kevin McKendree on 
keys, and don Wise blowing some saxo-
phone. By the way Big Joe has a new cd 
out on severn records “You can’t Keep 
a Big Man down.” Not only is it great 
to have him back on the scene, it’s also an 
excellent recording, co-produced by Big 
Joe and McKendree. 

Day three: seth Walker started the 
day at noon on the pool-deck and did 
not disappoint! Walker obviously has 
been studying and growing his craft as 

his music encompasses a wide range of 
genre’s, all executed with attention to 
detail. For examples Walker’s “Lay down” 
is luscious, talks about sanctified waters, 
and was executed beautifully by Walker 
and his band. In an entirely opposite 
direction Walker swung and rocked on 
the title track of his ’09 recording “Leap 
of Faith” which is the title track, produced 
and co-authored by Gary Nicholson who 
also jumped up to perform with seth on 
this rousing and closing rendition! Jimmy 
hall was up next and did not disappoint, 
Jimmy still maintains amazing energy and 
is very exuberant with his vocals, harp and 
sax playing. Later on Wayne Toups once 
again tore it up, but please bear with me as 
I will write on about his final performance 
later. after Toups I wandered indoors to 
the Ocean Bar to catch another dead-on 
performance by Big Joe Maher.

Day four: Was a much lighter day of 
music as we landed on the small island of 
Bonaire. In the evening hours I had a the 
good fortune to catch Gary Nicholson’s 
fine set, followed by another soul blowout 
by Mingo Fishtrap, and closed with yet 
another bristling performance by the 
Tommy castro band. all of these three 
performances were outdoors in the warm 
breezes at the Pool deck- ah!

Day five: another lighter day of 

music as we landed on the island of 
curacao. Back at my favorite venue: the 
outdoors Pool-deck, I caught the tail end 
of seth Walker’s, and was treated to clay 
Mcclinton’s excellent performance. as 
the old adage goes, clay exemplifies the 
term; that the apple has not fallen far from 
the tree. clay is delbert’s son, and seem-
ingly has a bright future ahead of himself, 
not only with his on-stage high energy, 
but also with his songwriting. I am sure 
daddy is proud, and for more evidence 
checkout clay’s latest release “Livin’ Out 
Loud,” also co-produced by McKendree 

and clay, with more details found at: 
www.clayMcclinton.com Jimmy hall 
once again brought down the house and 
rounded out the outdoor festivities. 

Day six: Now I will finally elabo-
rate further about one of my favorite 
performers on the boat- Wayne Toups. 
Toups’ and his band come at you like a 
steam locomotive with their wide-ranging 
genre-bending styles that encom-
passes their traditional Louisiana roux’s, 
to straight blues, and blaring allman 
Brother’s like jams! I loved this

Continued on page 18
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THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE 
By Bob Putignano

delbert Mcclinton, sandy Beach cruises, 
January 7–14, 2011
Warm Breezes with Hot & Memorable Performances

New Orleans Jazz Pianist and singer “Long Tall” Marcia Ball

Wayne Toups and Tab Benoit

Lee Roy Parnell
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Continued from page 17
band. Toups’ insisted that his set would 
become increasingly stronger with the 
cognac he was inhaling, and caught fire 
when he called on ex NrBQ guitarist 
Big al anderson, who sizzled through a 
few songs. If that wasn’t enough Toups’ 
than yelled out for Tab Benoit, who 
was nice and loose from his hang at the 
outdoor bar. Toups and Benoit seemed 
like they’ve done this before locking in 
to their down-home Louisiana grooves. 
Jimmy hall kept the ball rolling, and it 
was only 4:00pm when delbert took the 
stage. Mcclinton was also in high-gear, 
his band rolled, and had guests spots by 
his longtime saxophonist don Wise, and 
the dynamite Bekka Bramlett. Lee roy 
Parnell was next, and man the delbert 
band got a double dose workout as they 
also backed up Parnell’s solid and high-
spirited down-home performance. 

Last day: Time flies on the high seas, 
especially when you are hanging with 
a bunch of fine fans, and outstanding 
artists. It was on this day that due to 
inclement weather that the outdoor deck 
had to be closed, but hey: this was the 
only rainy day we had, and no big deal as 
the outdoor shows were moved indoors, 
so no loss! It was this day (or was it the 
previous day?) that I was afforded a 
very fortunate surprise, that being Keith 
crossan (Tommy castro’s long-time 
saxophonist) rounding up a six piece 
horn section, plus castro’s bass player and 
drummer, a unknown to me guitarist who 
was very versatile, performed every song 
from crossan’s fine solo release “Beatnik 
Jungle,” a recording that was previously 
on my Top Ten recordings of ’08. What 
a groove, castro’s rhythm section really 
(pardon my pun) set sail and showed their 
more unique jazzy chops, and the horn 
section was superb. In a previous Blueswax 

interview with crossan, I’d asked if he 
would ever put this band on the road, his 
answer was no, but mentioned that from 
time to time he would bring his charts 
out on some of the blues cruises, need-
less to say that’s what happened here, 
and I am very fortunate to have caught 
this impromptu, unannounced dynamite 
set. I spoke with castro’s soundman and 
crossan after the gig and told them both 
that I never thought I would see these 
“Beatnik Jungle” tunes performed live, 
and thanked them, it was that good. By 
the way, they also covered a great take of 
Wayne henderson’s (of the crusaders) 
“Way Back home,” it was so f ’in soulful! 
Marcia Ball had the next to last gig and 
once again displayed why she’s such a top-
shelf act, finally and appropriately delbert 
brought down the curtain and the house 
with his yet again outstanding set.

so there you have it, hard to believe 
that there was talk that last year was 
rumored to be the last delbert/sandy 
Beach cruise. But now that this seven-
teenth edition is in the books, they’ve 
already announced that there will be yet 
another delbert cruise next year, details 
at: www.delbert.com special thank you’s 
to don Wise who played a significant roll 
in getting me on board, check out his site: 
www.donWise.com Thank you don. 
and to delbert’s charming wife Wendy 
who called me to workout the details for 
my first (and hopefully not last) delbert 
cruise. Thank you Wendy, and also thanks 
for those chocolate on a stick balls from 
Texas, they were sinful and dynamite. 
Those of you who’ve never been on this 
cruise, save your hard earned dollars, and 
think about it, as the (no bull) saying goes; 
you definitely will not be disappointed. 
Those of us who’ve already been on this 
cruise already know what a great event 
this is. For further evidence checkout 
the “rocking the Boat” staring delbert 
Mcclinton dVd it captures to fine 
on-board vibe. May there be many more 
years ahead for the sandy Beach cruises, 
rock-on delbert with the high-caliber 
company you surround yourself with!

Bob Putignano is a senior contributing editor 
at BluesWax. He is also the heart of WFDU’s 
Sounds of Blues at www.SoundsofBlue.com. 
Bob would like to hear your thoughts about 
his Top Ten and your own. You can email 
Bob at: Bob8003@yahoo.com.

THE SOUNDS OF BLUE

Tommy Castro

 MUSIC  OENIPHILE

ahhhh – those 
chilean Wines!

Thinking about 
that great bottle of 
wine? You know, the 
one you will craddle 
in the crux of your 
arm as you arrive at 
that elegant dinner 

party? Is it a fabulous French Bordeaux? 
a crisp, sweet riesling? 

here’s a palate switch for you. There 
are some wonderful chilean wines compa-
rable to many fine wines from california 
or the classic european wine regions. But 
wines from chile usually are not what 
we look for when seeking out a high end 
bottle. Why? chilean wines have a long 
established reputation as a good, reliable, 
utilitarian wine – wine you pop open 
with supper one night and another you 
drink the following night. The fact that 
chile has produced many high quality 
wines for years - wines comparable to the 
best european and california wines – is 
now appearing on our ‘wine radar.’ This 
south american country skirting the 
Pacific Ocean is blanketed with vineyards 
yielding a diverse variety of grapes. Today, 
chilean wine is coming into its own. 

Last week some fine chilean 
wines were offered at a wine tasting at 
Manhattan’s Le cirque restaurant. Lisa 
carley, a wine consultant and writer was 
the guest sommelier. (www.examiner.
com/wine-in-new-york/lisa-carley). 
carley chose pairings of food with wine 
that were exceptional, combinations that 
created a myriad of tastes, sensations and 
a wonderful synergy of flavors. 

There is a fine art to tasting wine. a 
suggested tasting protocol is to first taste 
the wine, analyze, then taste the food and 
taste the wine again. Not surprisingly, the 
wine is different the second time around. 
how does that happen? 

steven Kolpan, chair and professor of 
wine studies at The culinary Institute of 
america and co-author of Exploring Wine 
(now in its third edition), suggests that 
you think of wine as food and as part of 
the dish. 

“Wine just happens to be in a glass 

and it happens to be fermented. It is a 
fermented food just like sauerkraut or 
cheese. If you think of wine as part of the 
whole, the wine is going to either comple-
ment or contrast the flavors of the food 
and it will be an exciting match.”

For example, the salad Le cirque 
tossed with champagne vinaigrette was 
served with 1865 Sauvignon Blanc 
2009, a wine made from grapes grown 
in chile’s coastal san antonio Valley. 
In this pairing, the acidity in the wine 
cleansed your palate with an assertive 
lime taste and tangy overtones. But 
with the salad, which also cleansed 
your palate, the wine changed and 
tamed much of the lime flavor. 

Kolpan, who also co-authored 
WineWise, a clearly written and compre-
hensive tome that won the prestigious 
James Beard Foundation award for Best 
Beverage Book, emphasizes the perfect 
wine-food pairing: “The food and the 
wine have to be more or less equivalent 
in intensity.” 

a good example of that was the 
MontGras Reserva Carmenère 2009, 
a red wine served with atlantic cod 
Baccala, razor clams, prosciutto and 
porcini. carmenère, a varietal with 
ancestral roots in Bordeaux, is grown in 
the aconcagua Valley north of santiago, 
a region known for producing quality 
cabernet sauvignon and Merlot. Grapes 
in this region soak up the cool, moist 
breeze and fog rolling off the Pacific 
Ocean. carmenère is like a cabernet and 
Merlot combined and has become one of 
chile’s star grapes. The MontGras

Continued on page 19

The Popular and Very Good Wines of 
Chile By Abby Luby
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 OENIPHILE  OPED

Continued from page 18
reserva was a deep violet red, with a 
bouquet of spices mixed with wild herbs. 
The soft fruitiness made for a smooth, 
velvety wine with a slight metallic taste. 
however, after eating the fish, espe-
cially the razor clams, the metallic taste 
mellowed and the wine truly comple-
mented the food. 

Kolpan explains that many chilean 
wines, especially the red ones, are “fruit 
forward” which means the first thing 
you taste is the jammy red or black fruit. 
Tannin in the wine, as in black tea, makes 
for the astringent, even bitter sensation 
that chases after the fruit flavor.

“In the old world like France, a lot of 
times fruit is in the background and the 
tannin in the foreground,” says Kolpan. 
“chilean wines are fruit forward and if 
there are tannins in the background, you 
get a slightly astringent finish.”

Le cirque served Braised short 
rib, sunchokes and lacinada kale with a 
Marqués de Casa Concha Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2008. Grapes for the 
cabernet are grown in the famed 
Puente alto vineyard in Maipo Valley, 
the most famous wine region in chile. 
The wine, produced by concha y Toro, 
radiated a heady bouquet of cherries and 
graced the palate with layers of blackber-
ries, cedar and smoke. The wine with 
the short rib was a match made in palate 
heaven. 

“The cabernet interacts well with the 
short rib, which is braised, rich and fatty. 
The fat cuts the tannin and the tannin 
disappears,” explains Kolpan. 

another balanced union was 
Maycas del Limari Chardonnay 2007 
that was served with Grilled Quail 
Brochette and tuscan farro salad. The 
chardonnay brought out the quail’s sweet-
ness and earthiness of the farro salad. 

The Koyle Syrah 2007, a full bodied 

wine, was served with the Butternut 
squash agnolotti and pork sausage and 
puntarelle. The deep violet color alone 
was mesmerizing. The bouquet yielded 
a chocolaty, toasty oak perfume, the 
taste was an intense, intricate blend of 
fruit and tar that was as assertive as the 
agnolotti. The syrah, blended with 13% 
carmenère, used grapes that were picked 
from vineyards in the Maipo Valleys (near 
santiago) and colchagua Valleys (near 
santa cruz).

The syrah, like all the wines included 
in this tasting are moderately priced. 
The syrah sells for about $15 or less, 
the sauvignon Blanc for about $18, The 
cabernet also sells for $18. (will get 
others)

Kolpan says that getting wine 
drinkers to identify chile as a quality 
wine region of the world is a major chal-
lenge for chile’s wine producers. “They 
are prisoners of their own image of lower 
priced wines of $10 and under. The chal-
lenge to the future of chilean wine is to 
shake the image of only low priced drink-
able, but not memorable wine, and to 
change that image with wines like those 
at the Le cirque tasting and beyond, that, 
while commanding higher prices, focus 
on quality and value.” 

Chilean Wines in this 
article: 
1865 sauvignon Blanc 2009
Maycas del Limari chardonnay 2007
MontGras reserva carmenère 2009
Marqués de casa concha cabernet 
sauvignon 2008
Koyle syrah 2007

The Popular and Very Good Wines of Chile

Guns don’t kill 
people, metaphors do. 
It’s true. Words have 
consequences. I tested 
it: used a sports 
analogy just yesterday 
and a pick-up game 
of hoops broke out.

This is liberal-
think. silly, isn’t it?

Yes, words can have consequences. 
except for when they don’t. as we soon 
learned – and as officially “not stupid” 
people already knew – the horrific shoot-
ings in Tucson on January 8 had exactly 
nothing to do with “tone,” “political 
discourse” or “incendiary rhetoric,” and 
had everything to do with mental illness, 
individual responsibility and raw evil.

Not only did Jared Lee Loughner 
turn out not to be a sarah Palin-loving, 
Tea Party-attending, “right-wing” talk 
radio hound; he ended-up a Bush-hating, 
“lefty pot-head,” 9/11 “truther” whose 
favorite books included the communist 
Manifesto and Mein Kampf.

so does this mean that liberals 
are “accomplices to mass murder” due 
to their well-documented history of 
“dangerous political rhetoric”? Well, 
yes, if you apply liberal-think. No, if you 
apply reality.   

still, this hasn’t stopped the dinosaur 
media, left-wing politicos and bloggity-
blah-blahs in PJs from using this tragedy 
to whip together a frothy mix of feigned 
indignation, slimy politicking and 
“progressive” puerility.

In a not-so-thinly veiled effort to lay 
blame at the feet of all things – and all 
people – conservative, they’ve baked-up 
a steamy meme of “violent rhetoric” pie. 
It’s been ugly.

That said, we’re now to the point 
where the left’s disgraceful political 
exploitation of this national tragedy has 
sunk to such low-rent absurdity that it’s 
worthy of little more than ridicule.

conservative pundits and mental 
health experts have broadly and effec-
tively diagnosed, deconstructed and 
discredited this obtuse “blame-everyone-
but-the-bad-guy” pablum to the point 

where reasonable america – left, right 
and center – has shared a collective eye-
roll. It’s backfired magnificently.  

Yet there are people, entire “news 
networks” in fact, who evidently believe 
that using metaphorical war imagery in 
the game of politics – something done 
since eve first lobbied adam to put the 
seat up – is likely to cause some nutcase 
to go postal (although I suppose that 
could be why cain went-off on abel).

Take cNN, for instance: In a recent 
broadcast cNN anchor John King issued 
an immediate apology after a guest used, 
on air – and appropriately so – the word 
“crosshairs” in a political discussion 
about the chicago mayoral race.

said King:
“We were just having a discussion 

about the chicago mayoral race. Just a 
moment ago, my friend andy shaw… 
used the term ‘in the crosshairs,’ in 
talking about the candidates out there. 
We’re trying- we’re trying to get away 
from that language. … We won’t always 
be perfect. so, hold us accountable when 
we don’t meet your standards.”

alright, Mr. King, I’m holding you 
accountable. Where’s your apology 
apology? after all, when you begged 
forgiveness for airing the word “cross-
hairs,” you repeated the word “crosshairs.” 
shouldn’t you have said “the ch word” 
or some other such nonsense?

This is political correctness. silly, 
isn’t it? 

But apparently republicans have 
also caught the Pc bug.  While publicly 
addressing the now passed house version 
of the officially tagged “repealing the 
Job-Killing health care Law act,” 
they’ve dropped the words “job killing” 
and now use “job destroying.”

seriously, guys?
here’s an idea: rather than capitu-

lating to its dictates, perhaps the best 
way to “destroy” political correctness is to 
place it in your “cross-hairs” (um, meta-
phorically) and then “pull the trigger” (er, 
figuratively).

Political correctness is a barrier to 
truth and honest debate. It’s the soft-sell,

Continued on page 20

When Metaphors Attack!
By J. Matt Barber
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as I see it, in the 
current battle for public 
opinion sarah Palin has 

defeated her harsh and unfair critics. 
after the January 8 shooting of u.s. 

representative Gabrielle Giffords and the 
murder of six others in Tucson, arizona, 
some television talking heads and 
members of the blogosphere denounced 
her and held her in part responsible for 
creating a climate of hatred that resulted 
in the mass attacks. 

an example is Joe scarborough and 
his crew on the “Morning Joe” show, 
which I watch and generally enjoy every 

morning at 6:30 a.m. when I rise to 
start the day. Because Palin designated 
congresswoman Giffords and others for 
defeat in the November elections by the 
use of crosshairs on website maps of the 
congressional districts, they blamed Palin 
for creating an atmosphere that caused 
Jared Loughner (whom everyone now 
recognizes as being mentally disturbed) to 
embark on the shooting and killing spree. 

Then reason set in, led by President 
Obama in his now famous and widely-
lauded speech in Tucson bringing the 
country together. Most commentators did 
an about-face, recognizing that the lack of 
civility in both speech and actions by poli-
ticians, particularly in Washington, were 
not the cause of the shootings. a friend of 
the shooter said he had no interest in poli-
tics or talk radio. Insanity was the cause of 
his vicious acts, not political rhetoric.

While the charge of responsi-
bility against Palin was dropped, the 
scarborough crew continued to assail her 
for defending herself on her website where 
she stated that she had been the subject 
of a blood libel. her critics were incensed 
that she should use the term “blood libel.” 
That was the description given by Jews to 
the charge of christian clergy who falsely 
accused Jews of killing christian children 
in order to make matzos (unleavened 
bread) during the Passover holiday. That 
libelous accusation was intended by those 
using it to cause pogroms that killed and 
injured thousands of Jews. It started in 
the early centuries a.d. and continues to 
date, according to Wikipedia. That same 
charge – blood libel – is now repeated by 
the media in arab countries to stir up 
the anger of the arab street against the 
Jews in Israel. The libel continues to do 
damage. 

Today the phrase “blood libel” can be 
used to describe any monstrous defama-
tion against any person, Jew or non-Jew. 
It was used by Prime Minister ariel 
sharon when he was falsely accused of 
permitting the Lebanese christian militia 
to kill hundreds of defenseless and inno-
cent Muslim men, women and children 
in Lebanese refugee camps. The killings 
were monstrous and indefensible revenge 
for earlier killings by Muslims of innocent 
christian civilians.

Time Magazine published a story 
implying that sharon was directly 
responsible for the massacres. he sued 
the magazine. at trial it was determined 
that the magazine story included false 
allegations, but since sharon was a public 
figure, he received no monetary damages. 

how dare sarah Palin, cried the 
commentators, use that phrase to describe 
the criticism of her by those who blamed 
her for creating the atmosphere that set 
Loughner off in his murderous madness. 
some took the position that it proved 
their ongoing charges that she is not an 
intelligent person and probably did not 
know what the phrase meant historically. 
In my opinion, she was right to denounce 
her critics and use blood libel to describe 
the unfair criticism that she had been 
subject to.

here are excerpts from her statement:
“Like millions of americans I 

learned of the tragic events in arizona 
on saturday, and my heart broke for the 
innocent victims. No words can fill the 
hole left by the death of an innocent, but 
we do mourn for the victims’ families as 
we express our sympathy.”

“Like many, I’ve spent the past few 
days reflecting on what happened and 
praying for guidance. after this shocking 
tragedy, I listened at first puzzled, then 
with concern, and now with sadness, to 
the irresponsible statements from people 
attempting to apportion blame for this 
terrible event.” 

“Vigorous and spirited public debates 
during elections are among our most cher-
ished traditions. and after the election, 
we shake hands and get back to work, and 
often both sides find common ground 
back in d.c. and elsewhere. If you don’t 
like a person’s vision for the country, you’re 
free to debate that vision. If you don’t like 
their ideas, you’re free to propose better 
ideas. But, especially within hours of a 
tragedy unfolding, journalists and pundits 
should not manufacture a blood libel that 
serves only to incite the very hatred and 
violence they purport to condemn. That 
is reprehensible.”

“as I said while campaigning for 
others last March in arizona during 
a very heated primary race, ‘We know 
violence isn’t the answer. When we take 

up our arms, we’re talking about our vote.’ 
Yes, our debates are full of passion, but 
we settle our political differences respect-
fully at the ballot box – as we did just two 
months ago, and as our republic enables 
us to do again in the next election, and 
the next. That’s who we are as americans 
and how we were meant to be. Public 
discourse and debate isn’t a sign of crisis, 
but of our enduring strength. It is part of 
why america is exceptional.”

Why do I defend Palin in this case? I 
don’t agree with her political philosophy: 
she is an arch conservative. I am a liberal 
with sanity. I know that I am setting myself 
up for attack when I ask, why did emile 
Zola defend dreyfus? Palin is no dreyfus 
and I am certainly no Zola. But all of us 
have an obligation, particularly those in 
politics and public office, to denounce, 
when we can, the perpetrators of horren-
dous libels and stand up for those falsely 
charged. We should denounce unfair, false 
and wicked charges not only when they 
are made against ourselves, our friends 
or our political party but against those 
with whom we disagree. If we are to truly 
change the poisonous political atmo-
sphere that we all complain of, including 
those who create it, we should speak up 
for fairness when we can. 

In the 2008 presidential race when 
sarah Palin’s name was first offered to the 
public by John Mccain as his running 
mate, I said at the time that she “scared 
the hell out of me.” My reference was to 
the content of her remarks, not to her 
power to persuade voters. 

It was Mccain who lost the presidential 
election, not Palin. since that time she has 
established that she has enormous power 
to persuade people. a self-made woman 
who rose from PTa mother to Governor 
of alaska, she is one of the few speakers 
in public life who can fill a stadium. her 
books are enormous successes. her tele-
vision program about alaska has been 
a critical and economic success. When 
sarah Palin addresses audiences, they rise 
to their feet in support and applause. she is 
without question a major leader of the far 
right faction in the republican Party and 
its ally the Tea Party. 

I repeat my earlier comment that she 
“scares the hell out of me.” Nevertheless, 
she is entitled to fair and respectful 
treatment. The fools in politics today in 
both parties are those who think she is

Continued on page 21

Continued from page 19
beat-around-the-bush catalyst for our 
escalating american wussification. 
We’re now lectured by the left as iron-
ically as possible that it’s “insensitive” 
to use such war imagery and “incen-
diary rhetoric” in political discourse.

Well, Nancy-boy, life’s insensitive. 
Truth’s insensitive. Politics are insen-
sitive. This isn’t badminton. We’re at 
war, here. It’s a war for our culture – a 
war of ideas. It’s a battle for the heart 
and soul of a still great nation.

conservatives, now’s not the time 
to play touchy-feely. It’s the time for a 
full-on, no-holds-barred, shock-and-
awe frontal assault. Because when the 
good guys self-censor in the name of 
political correctness, the bad guys win.   

I know its cliché, but guns don’t 
kill people. If they do, then my nine 
iron sucks at golf. Neither do meta-
phors kill people. No, evil people kill 
people. and if you think words are to 
blame, then brush your teeth.  

Matt Barber is an attorney concen-
trating in constitutional law. he is 
author of the book “The Right Hook 
– From the Ring to the Culture War” 
and serves as director of cultural 
affairs with Liberty counsel. direct  
comments to Matt at jmattbarber@
comcast.net / Facebook.com/jmatt-
barber .

When Metaphors 
Attack!

Reflections on Sarah Palin By Ed Koch

 ED KOCH OPED
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dumb. I’ve never met her, but I’ve always 
thought that she is highly intelligent but 
not knowledgeable in many areas and 
politically uninformed. I don’t believe 
she will run for president in 2012 or that 
she would be elected if she did. But I do 

believe she is equal in ability to many of 
those in the republican Party seeking 
that office. 

Many women understand what she 
has done for their cause. she will not be 
silenced nor will she leave the heavy lifts 
to the men in her Party. she will not be 

falsely charged, remain silent, and look 
for others – men – to defend her. she is 
plucky and unafraid. 

While I disagree with her and I am 
prepared to oppose her politically, in the 
spirit of longed-for civility I say, Ms. Palin 
you are in a certain sense an example of the 
american dream: You have the courage 
to stand up and present your vision of 
america to its people. Your strength and 

lack of fear make america stronger and 
are examples to be emulated by girls and 
boys, men and women who are them-
selves afraid to speak up. You provide the 
example that they need for self-assurance.

Let Mayor Koch know your thoughts by 
directing email to eikoch@bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served 
New York City as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

Reflections on Sarah Palin

Mayor Bloomberg’s proposals to 
reduce the cost of pensions for city 
employees came under fire today not only 
from public employee unions, city govern-
ment’s perennial adversary in matters of 
wages and pensions, but from a conserva-
tive analyst as well.

e.J. McMahon, who writes op-eds for 
the New York Post and articles for other 
publications, complains that the mayor’s 
goals are too modest. he wants New York 
city to switch from defined benefit plans 
to defined contribution plans. That would 
be a complete reversal of current pension 
policies, and would require amending the 
New York state constitution.

under “defined benefits”, if you work 
for the city, enroll in the pension plan, 
and subsequently retire, you will receive 
a defined percentage of your wages as 
a pension. The percentage increases for 
each year of the employee’s service. In Tier 
One, the most generous plan for regular 
employees, the percentage was 2.2% per 
year for the first 25 years on the payroll, 
and 1.7% per year for years 26 and upward. 
The plan is weighted to encourage, but not 
require, retirement after 25 years, because 
the rate of increase declines by 28% after 
the first quarter century. The deadline for 
enrolling in Tier One was June 30, 1973, 
over thirty-seven years ago. It was followed 
by Tier Two and a series of less generous 
formulas because of recurring financial 
crises faced by city government.

at the same that percentages were 
held flat or decreasing, some pensions 
were increasing because of numerous 
“sweeteners” - bills adopted by the New 
York state legislature providing additional 
benefits to various categories of employees 
- giving others the opportunity to buy into 
the plan, and adding coverage to speci-
fied groups at the behest of lobbyists for 

union locals. What was taken away with 
one hand could be restored by the other, 
and the outcome was a high percentage 
of endorsements of incumbents by labor 
unions. rule 21-O explains the obvious: 
“One hand washes the other.” I learned 
that ancient maxim from the late Mary 
Perot Nichols, city editor of the Village 
Voice in its early years, the 1960’s.

The pension system came to grief with 
the sharp decline in the stock market in 
late 2008, which also led to the collapse of 
the Madoff pyramid scheme. People with-
drew their money from Madoff to cover 
losses on their portfolios of stocks which 
were considered legitimate but whose 
values were in part based on misjudgments, 
not the same as, but comparable to the 
fictions that Madoff concocted to conceal 
his peculation.

Their failing stocks did, however, 
actually exist. In another distinction, no 
government agency deemed Madoff too 
big to fail. settlements of hundreds of 
millions of dollars have been paid by banks 
which knew or should have known that the 
junk they were selling was not too different 
from Madoff ’s fictional inventory.

The relationship this has with the 
pension funds is that government is respon-
sible for the pension funds earning enough 
to fulfill their obligations to retirees, present 
and future. If the pension funds, of whom 
state comptroller Tom diNapoli is the 
sole trustee, do not earn sufficient money on 
their investments, government must make 
up the balance. The worse economic condi-
tions are, the larger the deficit will be and 
the greater the sum that will be required to 
make the fund whole.

Mayor Bloomberg said Wednesday 
in the state of the city address that New 
York city paid $1.5 billion for pensions in 
2001, and now over $7 billion is projected 

for pension expenses in 2011. The rate of 
increase is described as unsustainable, and 
indeed it is. even if the rate of increase 
declines, as it must, the sum of money 
needed to subsidize the pension fund is 
likely to continue to climb.

McMahon, a conservative analyst and 
frequent author on city and state finan-
cial problems, wants the city to switch to 
a defined benefits system, in which the 
employee gets back only what he has put 
in, plus interest, dividends and whatever 
increase may have come through rising 
prices. although this would control the 
city’s costs, the pensioners are left to dine, 
eat, skimp or starve, depending on the 
vagaries of stock prices and whatever bene-
fits are received through social security and 
Medicare (if they are over 65). defined 
contributions are particularly vulnerable to 
inflation; money that is paid in during early 
years is more valuable than it is when it is 
taken out many years later.

McMahon believes Bloomberg erred 
by not demanding defined contributions. 
In theory, the argument can be justified in 
terms of the city’s inability to pay more. In 
today’s world, we believe a decent retire-
ment income is justified after a lifetime of 
work, and to rely on the stock and bond 
market to provide the necessities of life has 
a dickensian attitude we find difficult to 
accept in the 21st century. On the other 
hand, defined contributions work well 
in other jurisdictions, and the expense 
can be alleviated by requiring employee 
contributions.

The fact that there does not appear 
to be the remotest chance of such a plan 
being enacted is not sufficient to disqualify 
the proposal as an option. The Legislature 
will have to be pressed hard to enact 
any pension reform over the anticipated 
objections of their major funders: public 

employee unions and their political action 
committees. hopefully, Mayor Koch, 
who was recruited for the task by Mayor 
Bloomberg, may be of assistance in helping 
win public support for modifications of the 
existing system, which imposes burdens 
on the many for, in some cases, the unjust 
enrichment of the few.

Pensions are a dry and dusty subject, 
unless you receive or desire one. People 
reasonably fear the loss or diminution 
of benefits they have always considered 
their due. The area will require consider-
able scrutiny and, preferably, a bi-partisan 
approach if one can be attained.  There 
are undoubtedly abuses of the system 
which should be corrected, and it will be 
interesting to see if legislative leaders can 
persuade union leaders to accept any modi-
fications of existing law, even to correct 
the most serious iniquities and abuses 
in existing procedures, such as excessive 
overtime and fraudulent disability claims, 
which have been approved wholesale.

First in albany, we shall see what 
happens to the budget that Governor 
cuomo will propose February 1. Then 
there is ethics reform, which is a no-cost 
item, at least to the state. It may cost 
certain legislators plenty. don’t forget 
redistricting, which if done honestly will 
imperil some sitting ducks who may, if 
justice is done, be rendered lame.

some legislators may be in particular 
need of the pensions we are discussing, but 
with the constitutional bar to impairing 
previously granted rights, their own 
benefits will not be impacted, even if their 
day-to-day living expenses are provided in 
state facilities.

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct 
email to him at StarQuest@NYCivic.org. 
Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing at New York Civic.  

It Can’t Happen Here
By Henry J. Stern

McMahon Says Mayor is Liberal on Pensions, 
He Likes 401(K) Plans
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Mandy Jones leaned over the sink 
and peered closely into the mirror on the 
cabinet door. her right eye was begin-
ning to develop a puffy swelling as dark 
blue pigment surrounded the area. a thin 
trail of blood seeped from the split on her 
lower lip. “Oh, God, how am I going to 
explain it this time?” she murmured to 
herself. her wounds were the aftermath 
of another battering by her ill-tempered 
husband, Vincent. after nine years of 
marriage, Mandy had become accustomed 
to the periodic ritual that always began 
with verbal abuse and always ended with 
physical attacks. sometimes the assaults 
were the kind that didn’t leave marks. 
arm-twisting, hair pulling, and slapping 
were painful and emotionally debili-
tating, but at least didn’t require excuses 
to family, friends and neighbors. she ran a 
hand towel under warm water and dabbed 
gently at the ugly hematoma above her 
cheekbone. “Makeup won’t cover this,” she 
said as tears clouded her vision. “everyone 
will know what happened.” Mandy had 
become very adept at masking the results 
of each frightening encounter. shame 
kept her from revealing that her husband 
treated her with disdain and that she was 
too weak and insecure to leave him. 

she had read all the manuals that 
dealt with domestic abuse, but she assured 
herself that her situation was different. 

“Vincent’s a good man,” she said softly, 
wiping the blood from her mouth. “he just 
flies off the handle sometimes. It’s prob-
ably because of all the pressure he has at 
work,” she said, continuing to rationalize 
her predicament. “What am I supposed to 
do, leave him because he loses his temper 
once in a while? am I supposed to have 
him arrested? Not only would he lose his 
job, but we’d be disgraced by the publicity. 
What would happen to me and the kids 
then?” she applied some cold cream to 
the swollen area and walked back to the 
bedroom where the assault took place 
a few minutes earlier, just before he left 
for work. “What kind of mother would I 
be if I allowed anything to upset the lives 
of my children?” she muttered to herself. 
a photo of her and Vincent on the 
dresser brought back images of happier 
days. she tried to remember when the 
violence began. In the beginning, he used 
to scream and curse at her when he got 
angry. a short while later he graduated 
to pushing and an occasional slap. That 
was the precursor to a sustained pattern 
of serious physical abuse. after every 
beating, she told herself that it was partly 
her fault for doing something to irritate 
him, and she made up her mind not to set 
him off again. “sooner or later, he’ll come 
to grips with his emotional problems and 
our marriage will improve” she reasoned. 

unconsciously, she reached for the 
remote control on the end table and 
pressed the power button. “I just have to 
be strong enough to get through these 
difficult times with him,” she sniffed. “It’s 
part of the burden I have to bear to keep 
my children from having their lives turned 
into a nightmare of divorce proceedings, 
alimony payments, and visitation rights. 
anything is better than that.” she looked 
up at the TV screen and blinked slowly, 
trying to see clearly with the eye that 
wasn’t partially closed from the swelling. 
a touch on the volume button and she 
could hear more clearly than she could 
see. “a North Texas woman was blud-
geoned to death by her husband during 
an argument at the couple’s home last 
night,” the reporter said. “according to 
neighbors in the upscale area, the couple 
had often engaged in violent arguments 
that sometimes led to physical abuse of 
the deceased woman. her husband has 
been arrested and charged with murder. 
The couple’s three children have been 
removed to a child care shelter until other 
arrangements can be made to provide 
for their future.” Mandy began sobbing 
uncontrollably as she listened to the news 
report and thought about the futility of 

her situation. Then, she suddenly caught 
her breath, wiped her eyes and reached 
for the phone. “I won’t let that happen 
to my children,” she vowed as she dialed, 
911. although this is a dramatization 
of an occurrence, it is a sad reality for 
many. in denton county, Texas, as it is in 
Westchester county.

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the 
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which 
were performed in plainclothes undercover 
assignments. During his early years with 
NYPD, Bob earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree, cum laude from New York Institute 
of Technology. He retired as a sergeant after 
supervising patrol in Midtown Manhattan, 
the busiest precinct in the country.He would 
eventually move to Flower Mound, Texas, 
where he began a writing career that started 
about 12 years ago having his first book 
published in 1999. Bob went on to write and 
publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in 
Black and White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers 
that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” and “Out 
of Sight,” are available at Barnes & Noble, 
Amazon.com, Books-a-million, and other 
major online book sellers. He also became a 
syndicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human”.

Battering Must Not Be Tolerated
By Bob Weir

 WEIR  ONLY HUMAN

 RADIO

John Simon On the 
Level with Narog and 
Aris

New rochelle, NY --  John simon, Eye on Theatre 
critic in Yonkers Tribune and The Westchester Guardian  is 
richard Narog’s and hezi aris’ guest  this Tuesday, January 25th, from 10 am through 
10:30 am, on WVOX-1460 aM on your radio dial and worldwide on www.WVOX.
com.  White Plains Mayor adam Bradley with be our guest the following week, 
February 1st, and The Westchester Guardian Publisher sam Zherka on February 8th.

Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to WhYTeditor@gmail.com 
for possible use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the course of an interview. 

Wednesday mornings at 8:37 am when he and Bob Marrone discuss issues on the 
Good Morning Westchester radio program hosted by Bob Marrone. 

Online

171,000 Westchesterites 
subscribe.  

Sign up for your free copy now!  
www.westchesterguardian.com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

www.westchesterguardian.com
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 SHIFTING GEARS

There was 
more than a 
foot of snow on 
the ground and 
the stuff was 

still falling fast.
It was a fine, light, white powder, the 

kind my skidoc sister flies to colorado 
and Montreal to zip through for a week. 
But skiing isn’t my passion, I had errands 

to run, the street was a compacted, white 
blanket and the pending car trip looked 
less and less inviting. The two foot tall 
barrier mound of dirty snow left by the 
town’s snow plows did not make things 
any better.

so what would your average honda 
accord, with 18-inch wheels, standard 
Michelin all-season radial tires, make of 
this mess?

The honda’s V-6 engine had been 
running, and while its 271 horsepower 
were just in reserve at the moment, the 
heaters under the front seats, the front 
and back windshields, and the side 

mirrors meant I could easily see where 
I wanted to go or where the ice slid me. 
This was a two-door, six-speed manual 
coupe, the sporty model of the popular 
honda sedan, and it was designed more 
for drag racing than snow plodding. 

But errands could not wait. I slid 
the chrome and leather gear shift into 
first, popped sly stone’s hot Fun in the 
summertime into the six-disc cd player 
and eased down the unshoveled driveway 
to the snow hurdle at the curb. There was 
a slight wiggle in the rear of the car as the 
honda’s traction control figured out the 
parameters to the snowy surface. Then it 
treated the snow as any other pavement, 
and the honda went straight down the 
driveway and over the snow mound as if it 
were just another traffic speed bump.

Over the next few miles there were 

more than a few occasions for the front-
wheel drive accord to swerve around 
stalled or sliding cars. But none of these 
conditions seemed to trouble the car’s 
traction and stability controls. While 
part of that was due to the tread pattern 
on the Michelin radials, a good portion 
of the credit goes to honda. With many 
vehicles, it is necessary to disconnect the 
traction control in ice or snow condi-
tions because the skidding crashes their 
computer system. With honda,  you 
might as well pop in and enjoy your 
favorite half dozen cds, or run through 
1,000 or so jams from your iPod or usB 
because the car will treat the worst snow 
day as, well, just another day on the road.

The 2011 honda accord is an 
updated version of one of the most 
popular cars on the road and packs a lot 
into a $33,000 package. On the minus 
side, the car is missing a backup camera, 
which is a safety item you expect to find 
in well made cars priced over $25,000. In 
addition, the driver’s seat is power driven 
but the front passenger seat is only manu-
ally operated. 

But as far as complaints go, that’s it.
The honda accord has stayed a 

top selling car because it is thoughtfully 
designed, reliable, appealing outside and 
comfortable inside. all things considered, 
the 2011 coupe doesn’t stray from that 
formula. It can’t afford to.  Ford never 
forgave honda from stealing the title of 

best selling sedan from its stylish Taurus 
two decades ago. The new, revitalized 
Ford Motor company is roaring back and 
is tied in Jd Power’s 2010 assessment for 
the highest quality among mass market 
brands with its Ford Fusion.

Outside, the new two-door accord 
coupe has a wide, sloping hood and a 
more aggressive grill holding its trade-
mark, lopsided h. The company has never 
made a gas-guzzling V-8 engine, though 
its V-6 power plant gets only moderate 
fuel economy with an ePa rating of 17 
miles per gallon in city driving and 26 
MPG on the highway. The test car aver-
aged 19 miles per gallon in mixed driving, 
though some of that fuel was burned while 
warming up the car on frigid mornings. 
The six-speed manual transmission takes 
some getting used to because the transi-
tion between gears can be abrupt and, if 
unprepared, you can find the car jerking 
to a halt. But once you have adapted to 
the rhythm of the car, it is both smooth, 
aggressive, and has more in common with 
a BMW 335 diesel than with the Ford 
Fusion or its Japanese competitors, the 
Toyota camry or Nissan altima.

Inside, the accord has surprising 
room for a coupe. The seats are soft, 
supple leather, and passengers who live 
north of six feet can ride comfortably 
in the rear seats. The rear seats also fold 
flat to enlarge the already ample trunk. 
The front seats can be heated which is 

appreciated in snow country.
In terms of gadgets, the accord 

comes with a navigation system tied to its 
XM radio, providing traffic and weather 
updates if they affect a planned route. 
For entertainment, the coupe does have 
a 270-watt premium sound system with 
seven speakers, to amplify jams from your 
iPod, MP3 player, or usB drive.  It’s 
Bluetooth system is easy to use and, once 
set, automatically reconnects with the cell 
phone whenever it is in range.

honda is in the automotive equiva-
lent of a dogfight these days, but has 
stayed competitive with style and perfor-

mance at a reasonable price. The company 
is not likely to lose ground with the new 
accord coupe.

Roger Witherspoon writes Shifting Gears at 
www.RogerWitherspoon.com 

Online

2011 Honda Accord Coupe EX-L By Roger Witherspoon

2011 Honda Accord Coupe 
EX-L
MSRP:	  $32,480
EPA	Mileage:	 17 MPG City;  
  26 MPG Highway
As	Tested	Mileage: 19 MPG Mixed

Performance / Safety:
3.5-Liter, aluminum alloy, SOHC V-6 en-
gine producing 271 horsepower and  254 
pound/feet of torque; 6-speed manual 
transmission; 4-wheel disc brakes; front 
wheel drive; rack and pinion steering; 
double wishbone front suspension;  18-
inch, aluminum wheels; fog lights; heated 
side mirrors; stability and traction control; 
driver’s and front passenger’s front and 
side airbags; side curtain airbags.

Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM satellite radio; 270-watt au-
dio system with 7 speakers; MP3, iPod, 
and USB connections; navigation system 
with traffic and weather updates; Blue-
tooth; leather wrapped, tilt and telescop-
ing steering wheel with audio controls; 
leather seats, heated in front, fold flat in 
rear; power sunroof.
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sherlock holmes 
is trying to calm dr. 
Watson down. No 
luck.

as the IBM 
computer Watson (the company says 
it’s named for IBM founder Thomas 
J. Watson) gets a lot of attention in the 
news for appearing as a contestant on the 

TV show Jeopardy, dr. Watson seethes. 
“I had the name first,” he claims, “and 
I’m furious that the little twerp has now 
grabbed it for himself. Good grief, he isn’t 
even a person, for Pete’s sake.” 

discussing his outrage with friends 
in London, dr. Watson has suggested 
that the computer could be called some-
thing like Trump, Moses, caesar, Ozzy, 

churchill, Washington, Prince charles, 
sting -- even sherlock. “Why, oh why, 
did he have to choose MY name to steal?” 
the good doctor asks. 

Watson continued his rant: “It’s a 
crime, that’s what it is. and we all know 
who the perp is. I hope that holmes will 
put him in his place.”

But sherlock holmes is not 

sympathetic to his partner in crime, telling 
him, “chill out. What the computer did 
is annoying, but not criminal. It’s elemen-
tary, my dear Watson.”

Gail Farrelly (www.FarrellySistersOnline.
com) writes mystery novels and short stories 
as well as Op-Eds. She also publishes satire 
pieces (Gail Farrelly’s satire and parody 
stories) on TheSpoof.com, a British website. 
Her latest mystery novel is Creamed 
at Commencement:  A Graduation 
Mystery. The first chapter is available on her 
website. Gail is working on a fourth mystery, 
The Virtual Heiress. 

 THE SPOOF

 SPORTS

Dr. Watson Says IBM Computer Stole His Name
By Gail Farrelly

hearing the name KIss brings back 
memories of spitting blood and blowing 
fire on stage and looking like medieval 
cartoon characters. True, but not a bad 
thing as Gene simmons is fond of saying, 
“Its good to be the king!” 

KIss started by Gene simmons, Paul 
stanley, Peter criss, and ace Frehley has 
become a mega-million dollar corpora-
tion with images printed on everything 
from T-shirts to caskets. It has become 
a business model for management and 
marketing. along with the money and 
fame come many opportunities. Now 
Gene simmons has a reality show called 
“Family Jewels with shannon Tweed.” Ms. 
Tweed is Kiss’ significant other. although 
never married, their family consists of 

son Nick, and 
daughter sophie. 

In the show 
shannon and the 

kids love to place 
Gene into compro-

mising situations which 
recently included his stint 

as a goalie at a pro hockey 
game. 

Invited to visit saskatoon, 
canada, the city where she was born 
afforded shannon an opportunity to 
embarrass Gene. she concocted a plan 
to have Gene play during intermission 
in a local pro hockey game played by the 
saskatoon Blades. after Tweed dropped 
the ceremonial first puck, “right before 
half time, the crew comes over, ushers 
Gene into the dressing room, and they 
dress him up as a goalie.”

he returned to the ice to the cheers 
of the crowd. 

he was met by six players dressed with 
cowboy hats, jerseys, skates and gloves, 
ready for action. Getting into position in 
front of the net, Gene simmons stopped 
four out of six pucks to the delight of the 
crowd. Overall, simmons looked pretty 
good for a 61-year-old stopping pucks 
for the first time; he dropped to butterfly 
position to stop some of the shots which 
is hard to do as you get older, let alone 
righting yourself afterwards. every shot 
Gene stopped, he was egged on by the 
crowd when he raised his arms in victory 

and skated about the perimeter of the 
rink.

Gene simmons of course had to have 
a mask appropriately painted with a like-
ness of his alter ego, the demon. Wade 
Miller of custom graphics firm Too 
Tall airbrushing situated in Landis, 
saskatchewan, was asked to paint a mask 
for Gene. 

The good news was Miller grew up 
listening to KIss and had even attended 
some KIss concerts. With travel time he 
only had two days to complete the mask. 
Miller was overjoyed to paint and bring 
the mask to Mr. simmons

“It all turned out really cool. I got to 
be in the dressing room when they dressed 
him and got to talk to him when he came 

right up to me and introduced himself,” 
said Miller. after the shoot -out, Gene 
came off the ice and seemed very happy 
with his performance and enjoyed the 
experience ending with an average of 666. 

Mr. simmons is not the only celebrity 
that enjoys and plays the game include:.

cuba Gooding Jr. who has a pro NhL 
roller rink at his residence and plays at the 
NhL celebrity charity hockey games;

chris Jericho, of wrestling fame, who 
plays at the NY rangers celebrity games;

Mike Meyers, star of austin Powers 
movies, has said if he didn’t have to work 
he would rather play hockey every day.

spike Lee, avid Knicks fan, who rarely 
misses a game, because of his son’s passion 
can now also be seen at the NY rangers 
games, as well;

Tim robbins, big fan of the NY 
rangers and hockey can be seen playing 
a couple of times a week at the celebrity 
NY rangers game;

david Boreanez of TV series Bones 
and Buffy the Vampire Slayer fame, is 
an excellent player and has a photo of a 
hockey player behind his desk in the TV 
series Bones;

rob and chad Lowe are very good 
players. rob played hockey for the movie

Continued on page 25

KISS Me I’m A Goalie Celebrities and Hockey
By Albert Caamano
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 SPORTS  EYE ON THEATRE

Ireland’s famed 
abbey Theatre 
brought its production 
of henrik Ibsen’s John 
Gabriel Borkman to the 
Brooklyn academy 
of Music’s harvey 

Theater. Three genuine stars head the 
cast of Ibsen’s penultimate play (1896), 
relatively rarely revived despite consider-
able contemporary interest.

Bank manager John Gabriel 
Borkman, lover of ella rentheim, yielded 
her to a helpful lawyer friend, and love-
lessly married her twin sister, Gunhild. 
For embezzlement, exposed by that very 
lawyer, he spent five years in jail while 
ella, rather than the scandal-tainted 
Gunhild, brought up his son erhard, who 
later returned to his mother. released, 

Borkman spent the next eight years on 
the upper floor of his apartment, shun-
ning Gunhild in self-imposed exile and 
waiting for a delegation to recall him to 
power.

downstairs, Gunhild nurtures dreams 
of erhard heroically clearing the Borkman 
name and living with her, even though it 
emerges that he has become the lover of 
Mrs. Fanny Wilton, a rich widow, seven 

years his senior, with whom he plans 
escaping abroad.

ella, still rich because Borkman 
spared her money, returns mortally ill, and 
hoping that erhard will spend her last 
year with he. The two women fight over 
erhard, and finally even John Gabriel 
comes around to claim him. There is 
also a subplot illustrating the ironies of 
fate. Now, John Gabriel is not a mere 
Bernie Madoff. although he sees himself 
grandiosely in the image of Napoleon, 
he wishes to be a benevolent monarch, 
who c with the embezzled money would 
have enriched also his very victims. 
his rehashed fantasies, finally outdoors 
against a background of symbolic moun-
tains, are among the play’s several poetic 
heights.

In almost all of Ibsen’s plays, the 
subtly evoked past figures as prominently 
as the dramatic present-- in this work 
perhaps especially so. and there are, as 
usual, powerful images. Thus, well before 
we see Borkman, we hear him pacing, 
like the caged animal he has become, on 
what in effect is his wife’s ceiling, making 
Gunhild even more embittered.

In that already, the stage of BaM’s 

harvey Theater proves inhospitable. an 
enormously high space, it cannot provide 
that important ceiling, and forces even a 
stove pipe to extend way beyond cred-
ibility. There is also minimal scenery, 
neither confining walls nor towering 
mountains. Instead, the set designer 
Tom Pye has provided a number of large, 
permanently visible snow mounds all 
around, overstating a fairly obvious point. 
Jean Kalman’s chilly lighting and Joan 
Bergin’s austere costumes, however, are 
fully on target.

James Macdonald has directed this 
“new version” by Frank McGuinness, 
sensibly no more than a good transla-
tion, with deftness, although somewhat 
hampered by insufficient scenery, which 
also throws an additional burden on the 
actors. a snowstorm, not in Ibsen, is 
rather too spectacular and a bit of a scene 
stealer, making you wonder also why the 
characters, insufficiently clothed, wander 
about in its still snowing aftermath. 

The two chief women are both superb. 
Lindsay duncan, the blond ella, is quint-
essentially feminine, the loving, womanly 
woman who proved a good substitute

Continued on page 26

Continued from page 24
Young Blood, and his brother chad, has 
played in New York in drop in games;

Kevin smith, from movie Fame, Mall 
Rats, and Silent Bob, has a charity roller 

game in New 
Jersey and plays 
goalie. he is 
now in produc-
tion for a new 
hockey movie. 
he is often seen 
at hockey games 
that include 
the New Jersey 
devils;

Paris hilton 
has played at 

The canterbury Prep school.
Game show host alex Trebeck has 

been seen playing at the NhL celebrity 
games. Movie actor stephen Baldwin, 
Joshua Jackson of the Fringe TV series, 
scott Wolf of 90210 TV show, d.B. 
sweeney of movie fame, and Jason 
Priestly of 90210 TV fame. Found on 
the bench as coaches were snoop dog, 
Patricia heaton of everyone Loves 
raymond, the TV show, Jane seymour 
of TV’s Medicine Women series, among 
many others may be found playing in 
nearby rinks or celebrity games. 

Next time you go to a rink take a look, 
you never know who may be on the ice.

KISS Me I’m A 
Goalie Celebrities 
and Hockey

Ibsen’s John Gabriel Borkman at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music  By John Simon
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 THEATRE  TRUTH AND JUSTICE

On dec. 
14th, 2010, the 
New York state 
district attorney’s 
association held a 
major press confer-
ence announcing their 
support for the video-
taping of all police 

interrogations. It’s worthy of note that 
until very recently, that organization had 
stood firmly against legislative proposals 
for same. In fact, as recently as two 
months ago, when this reporter/advo-
cate appeared before their Best Practices 
committee, they were still undecided 
with respect to this issue, having previ-
ously gone on record in opposition to it. 

I was appearing before the committee 
by invitation, their having informed me 
that they were considering anti-wrongful 
conviction policies and proposed legisla-
tion, and that they were seeking outside 
input. My presentation before them 
involved a sharing of the details of my 
own wrongful conviction and prosecu-
tion, general anti-wrongful policies and 
proposals, a reviewing of ways the pros-
ecution went wrong, and an extensive 
question and answer period, a lot of 
which focused on interrogation, tell tale 
signs of false confessions, and ways in 
which videotaping would have changed 
the outcome.

While it was very encouraging to 
learn just a few weeks after our meeting of 
the da’s association’s press release calling 
for “video recording of interrogations of 
suspects

who are in custody in their entirety” 
and their having been joined in their press 
conference by leaders of the New York 
state sheriffs’ association, the New York 
state association of chiefs of Police, the 
New York city Police department and 
the New York state Police, in addition 
to the availability of numerous grants to 
underwrite and facilitate the installation 

of videotaping throughout the state, 
nevertheless it would quickly become 
clear that legislation remains necessary 
along with additional funding. 

The funds presently available include 
$1.6 million from The New York state 
division of criminal Justice services 
(dcJs) and the New York state Bar 
assocation, and an additional funding of 
$400,000 from the federal Byrne Justice 
assistance Grant funding to expand 
video recording to counties that currently 
do not have the capability. 

despite the state wide broad based 
endorsement as well as a substantial start 
on funding, we were reminded of the 
need for legislation mandating recording 
based upon the following report from 
the Post standard editorial board in 
syracuse, dated december 21st, noting 
the backpedaling of the syracuse Police 
department despite their having initially 
supported it. For reasons known only to 
them, their department, in a stunning 
about face, announced that they will 
instead stick to their prior policy of “video 
recaps” of interrogations after a confes-
sion has been obtained. 

speaking to the need for addi-
tional funding in their press release, the 
da’s association, “praised the addi-
tional funding being provided by dcJs 
exclusively for equipment purchase and 
installation, but urged legislators for 
greater financial support, which will be 
essential to maintain and expand current 
programs while allowing those counties 
and agencies without the capability to 
institute the practice. successful imple-
mentation of video recording involves 
more than the purchase and installation 
of equipment. While shared facilities and 
group purchasing rates are being explored 
to reduce costs, significant additional 
costs remain, including the construction 
or renovation of interview rooms, particu-
larly if an agency wishes to sound-proof 
the space; the purchase and maintenance 

of equipment so recordings can be played 
for grand juries, court hearings and trials; 
and the maintenance, storage and tran-
scription and redaction of recordings.” 

The association’s release further 
said, “These recordings capture critical 
evidence needed in the investigation and 
prosecution of criminal cases and preserve 
information used to resolve a person’s 
claim of innocence.”

I agree with their statement. as I 
see it, there are numerous benefits to be 
derived from the practice of recording 
interrogations, including: capturing the 
entire suspect-law enforcement interac-
tion, which assists in evaluating whether 
a confession was coerced; whether the 
confession is truthful by means of ascer-
taining whether the police accidentally or 
intentionally supplied crime details; and 
any signs of mental illness or other behav-
ioral influences such as drugs or alcohol 
from the suspect. Law enforcement bene-
fits as well: protection of honest police 
officers from false allegations of coercion; 
better evidence for the prosecution; and 
as a result more cases resolved via plea 
bargains.

We cannot rely upon voluntary 
compliance, because as the syracuse 
Police department’s reversal illustrates, 
some will not. Of course, legislation 
mandating recording that is not accom-
panied by the necessary funding is 
ineffective. despite the current economic 
crises, the Governor’s Office and both 
houses of the state legislature must 
understand that the actual economy and 
efficiency that will result from videotaped 
recording, far outweigh the costs, most of 
which are one time expenses. In a word, 
an ounce of prevention via prevention of 
wrongful conviction will be well worth a 
pound of cure.

Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal Justice 
Advocate and Exoneree. To learn more, visit 
his website: www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.

Continued from page 25
mother even to her betrayer’s son. a lovely 
actress, she combines beauty with intel-
ligence, and economically exhibits both 
solicitude and self-control. Fiona shaw’s 
Gunhild is the dark, powerful, almost 
masculine woman, the intensity of whose 
behavior and passion of whose outcries 
more than merely verge on the terrifying.

alan richman, a powerful actor 
in scary roles (although he was fine too 
opposite duncan in a revival of Noel 
coward’s Private Lives) does not fully 
convey the visionary side of Borkman, 
that which elevates him above mere cyni-
cism and an unrepentant belief in his 
innocence. he made me long for the 1975 
London revival of the play with ralph 
richardson opposite Peggy ashcroft and 
Wendy hiller.

The supporting cast is perfectly 
satisfactory, although Marty rea does 
not quite manage, what with somewhat 
limited help from the playwright, to make 
erhard fully worth all that fighting about. 
a visit to BaM, though, even across real 
snow mounds outside, proved eminently 
worthwhile.

Photo by and courtesy of Richard Termine.

BAM Harvey Theater, 
through February 6
Brooklyn, 651 Fulton street
Tickets: (718) 638-7790 or
www.BaM.org

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. He reviews books for the New York 
Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
He has written profiles for Vogue, Town 
and Country, Departures and Connoisseur 
and produced 17 books of collected writ-
ings. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and 
has taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount Manhattan 
College. To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Ibsen’s John 
Gabriel Borkman 
at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music

NYS DA’s Association’s Endorsement of 
Videotaped Police Interrogations Does Not 
Obviate Need for Legislation By Jeff Deskovic
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In Memoriam: G. Jean 
Riccio

Mrs. G. Jean riccio, 76, of Mt. Joy, 
passed away Monday, January 3, 2011, at 
her home.

Born august 21, 1934, in Valhalla, 
NY, she was daughter of the late harold 
B. and helen O. Thaule.

Jean resided in Mount Joy for the 
past 10 years with her dog, Gidget.  she 
was retired from clipper Magazine of 
Mountville, Pa where she had worked 
as an Image Librarian for almost 5 years.  
Jean enjoyed splitting her free time 
among her many craft projects and being 
a foster grandparent to her co-workers 
children.

surviving are her sister, Mrs. Joan 
Neck of rutland, Ma; two sons, Thomas 
J. riccio and his wife, Gloria, of Pelham, 

NY and rich L. riccio of Mount Joy, 
Pa; a son-in-law, Brian K. Markley of 
Lancaster, Pa; and two grandchildren, 
Matthew T. riccio and diana M. riccio, 
both of Phelham, NY.

she was preceded in death by her 
loving sister, Mrs. Norma h. rought, 
her brother, Mr. Kenneth L. Thaule, and 
her husband, Lester J. riccio.

a Memorial service will be held 
saturday, January 29, 2011, 2:00 PM 
at the unitarian universalist church 
of Lancaster, 538 W. chestnut st., 
Lancaster Pa.  For more information, 
please visit www.jeanriccio.us. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to the american cancer 
society-Lancaster unit, 314 Good 
drive, Lancaster, Pa 17603.

arrangements by auer cremation 
services of Pa, Inc., harrisburg.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Three, 
LLC a domestic Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC). Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of NY on 
12/15/2010. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is 
designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be served. 
Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon 
him/her to DACK Consulting Solutions, 
2 William street suite 202 White Plains, 
NY 10601. Purpose: To engage in any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of The 
Gourmet Gluten Free Food Company, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/31/2010. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: c/o the LLC, 15 Kensico Knoll Place, 
White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Abcmind LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/9/2010. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to C/O United States Cor-
poration Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, 
Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Ste 202 Brooklyn, 
NY 11228.

Mike S Boyle LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/21/2010. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 375 State St 
#3C Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

Anesthesia Leader, PLLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/21/2010. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC 
280 Dobbs Ferry Rd Ste 206 White 
Plains, NY 10607. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Knights Of The Round Table, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 10/1/2010. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC 100 Riverdale Ave Ste 3K Yon-
kers, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC): Name: AP-
PLESTAR HOME INSPECTIONS LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/16/2010 Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County, SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: C/O APPLESTAR HOME 
INSPECTIONS LLC, 38 Douglas Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose. Latest date 
upon Which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

Health Care Links LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/5/2010. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Kenneth 
Murawski 23 Red Oak Lane Cortland 
Manor, NY 10567. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

LEGAL NOTICES
White Plains Homeowners Coalition, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 10/8/2010. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 980 Broadway, Ste. 
225 Thornwood, NY 10594. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Lewbel LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/31/2010. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 37 Lexington Ave 
Mount Vernon, NY 10552. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Bookkeeping Performance, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/8/2010. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 17 Warren Ave 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Event Leadership Institute, LLC Au-
thority filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/23/2010. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 8/5/2010. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC 4 
Montgomery Rd Scarsdale, NY 10583. 
DE address of LLC: 615 S Dupont HWY 
Dover, DE 19901. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, 
DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

I N  M E M O R I A M
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