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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Noticed
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CommunitySection
BUSINESS

With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

-at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

  • 15 Year Fixed Rate Loans Available

  •  30 Year Payout
  •  Interest Only Loans Available 

  •  Fast Closings for Quali� ed Borrowers

Lexington Capital
Associates

Multifamily
is our Specialty

LexCapAssociates.com
914.633.4100

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.
240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

By RICH MONETTI
It’s probably not uncommon in 
these difficult economic times to 
be driving around in a ten year 
old car that looks fine on the 
outside but is sure to succumb to 

the annual trip to the local mechanic and then 
drop you a thousand dollars. But what if you 
could be ahead of the Isuch a circumstance, 
particularly the cost involved, by using your 
professional services as a writer, plumber or 
chiropractor to pay for this particular inevita-
bility. Welcome to the Hudson Valley Barter 
Exchange.

“Everybody has an account so they do 
work at their prevailing price, and they get 
paid in barter dollars,” says co-founder Kevin 
Brown.

In other words, while a chimney sweep 
exchange member may need 1,000 barter 
dollars for a job, the masonry work he needs 
done around the house can be paid for by that 
sum and whatever total happens to be in his 
account.

He can certainly window-shop for a 
mason with his grand through the exchange 
database, but he does so with a lot less insight. 
“We have become more of a concierge service,” 
he says. “We ask everybody to call us and let 
us know what they need so we can smooth 
the way.”

Part of that is making sure services 
rendered have been delivered properly. “We 
ask people to let us know right away if they 
are happy with the work,” he says.

Nonetheless, when the mason’s cement 
mixer runs into its inevitable breakdown, 
barter exchange obviously works on the 
business end also. “We pretty much have 
everything you need for your business that 
you can trade for in terms of services,” he says.

It amounts to over 400 companies that 
trade within the network. Of course, if Hudson 
Valley doesn’t have it covered there are over 
600 such operations across the country and 
cross trades make for an easy transaction. “I 
just arranged for somebody to go to Vermont 
for a weekend,” he says. “I got the time share 
through an exchange up there.”

Still, since things like supermarket food, 
gas and general supplies don’t really work in 
a barter system, due to a slim profit margin, 
cash won’t become obsolete no matter how 
involved you get. On the other hand, this 
doesn’t mean the cash and barter economies 
are separate for Hudson Valley’s members.   
“If you ask small business owners what their 
single best source of marketing is, they say 

word of mouth and referral,” he says.
Meaning, you’re on a barter job you 

might not have necessarily landed in the 
cash economy and the neighbor realizes his 
walkway needs fixing. “That’s a cash referral 
job,” he says, and contributes to the good word 
you already have as a mason.

At this point, you might be wondering 
where all this stands – if at all – with the IRS. 
“The reason we can do this is that all of the 
income is accountable for a 1099B,” he says.

Darn, but the $275 entry fee still sounds 
like a pretty good bargain given all the posi-
tives. The same goes for the modest monthly 
fee and the 6% charge per trade.

The alternative, though, is far from 
uncommon. “You won’t meet a business owner 
that doesn’t barter,” he says, and in the end, 
what is common is a feeling on both sides that 
the agreement has come up short, he adds.

In turn, satisfaction is built into the infra-
structure the exchange has created and is then 
left to the database to proceed along the lines 
of good business practices. “A lot of it has to 
with trading with integrity. We just ask people 
to trade the way they want to be treated,” he 
concludes.

http://hudsonbarterexchange.com/

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a free-
lance writer covering Westchester County since 
2003. Peruse his work at http://rmonetti.
blogspot.com/ 

Kevin and Karen Brown.

The Hudson Valley Barter Exchange

http://hudsonbarterexchange.com/
http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/
http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/


Page 4 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2012

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
We have been 
watching the 
Presidential debates, 
not sure who is 
winning the voters, 

but there has been enough hot 
air to float a fleet of balloons. No 
debate here… you are certain to 
vote for this week’s edition of 
“News and Notes…”

If you are tired of all of the 
election bickering take a moment 
to meet a real statesman, The 
Friends of the Mount Kisco 
Library are giving us a chance to 
meet John Adams. George Baker, 
an attorney and expert on colonial 
America, presents a one-man show 
that depicts our second president 
John Adams. He talks about his 
views of American Society; past 
and present. There is a children’s 
presentation from 2 pm to 4 pm 
(grades 1-6) and an adult presenta-
tion from 4pm to 6 pm. The Mount 

Kisco Library is located at 100 
East Main Street, in Mount Kisco.

Stepping Stones, in Bedford 
Hills, the home of Alcoholics 
Anonymous co-founder Bill 
Wilson and Al-Anon co-founder 
Lois Wilson has been named by 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar as 
the newest national landmark, the 
nation’s highest historical honor.

Volunteer drivers are needed 
for RideConnect Westchester, 
which gives the gift of indepen-
dence and mobility. RideConnect is 
an information, referral and volun-
teer transportation program that 
helps older adults access medical 
appointments, shopping or social 
events that help keep them active 
in the community, call 914-242-
7433 for more information.

The Westchester Children’s 
Museum has signed a lease and 
will invest $6 million dollars with 
the county to take over the historic 
bathhouse at Playland, in Rye New 
York.

Here’s a shocker…the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is looking to raise 
Metro-North ticket prices an 
average of about nine percent, 
just like taxes and tuitions these 
rates never seem to go down.

We love this theme, “Put 
down your rake and pick up a 
fork,” to celebrate Hudson Valley 
Restaurant Week, November 5-18.

There is a turkey shoot on 
November 3rd hosted by the 
Bedford Hills Neighborhood 
Association in association with the 
Bedford Recreation Department. 
Not to worry, it’s basketball team 
shoot; no turkeys will be harmed…

If you’re looking to buy some 
fleas, then stop by the Yorktown 
Flea market, throughout October, 
actually they have a fine selection 
of antiques and collectibles for sale.

Help support local veterans 
by donating your used clothing, 
shoes, toys and household items 
to the Veterans of Westchester, 

call 914-637-8387 for more 
information.

Kick off your Halloween 
weekend with the Westchester 
Land Trust as they sponsor 
an Open House and Harvest 
Celebration on Friday afternoon 
October 26th, from 4:30 pm to 
6:30 pm, at 403 Harris Road, in 
Bedford Hills. Enjoy a glass of 
wine while listening to the talented 
Brooklyn-based blues, country and 
experimental band “The Woes.” 
Bring the family and decorate a 
spooky pumpkin and enjoy a deli-
cious bite of a pizzette from Mount 
Kisco’s Via Vanti, made with ingre-
dients from local farms.

Continuing with the 
Halloween theme… although I 
Tailgate Party every chance I get, 
I have never “Trunk or Treated.” 
The clever folks at the Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection in 
Mount Kisco have come up with a 
new twist on trick or treating. They 
invite families on October 27th to 
decorate vehicles for Halloween 
and open their tailgates as kids go 
from car to car trick-or-treating. 

The event is free and fun for all 
ages. To participate with your own 
“costumed car,” contact the church 
at 1-914-666-5123.

Here’s a night that you won’t 
want to miss, fine books, food, 
music and wine, (sounds like a 
Friday night at our house) it’s 
the “Jazz, Soul & A Taste of 
Lewisboro,” the annual fund-
raiser at the Lewisboro Library on 
October 26th.

More library news, the Bedford 
Hills Free Library will hold its first 
Book Blasters high school reading 
group on November 7th led by 
Bobbi Bittker.

It’s that time of year again for 
area high school’s homecoming 
weekends, these are great events 
where all local sports and school 
spirit are celebrated, go cheer and 
root on the great athletic programs 
here in northern Westchester… see 
you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

By KEVIN McKEOWN
NEW YORK, NY -- Before early 
2012, all New York State Supreme 
Court Judges endured a thank-
less 13-year period with no pay 
increase. Adding to the insult, on 
October 15th, the state’s 1,200-
plus justices officially learned 
that they would no longer receive 
money they had come to rely on, 
a $10,000 yearly stipend.

The $10,000 stipend, court 
administrators explained, was 
only a “temporary accommoda-
tion,” to help the judges through 
the time, since 1999, that they 
experienced a vast reduction 
in their net income purchasing 
power.

Make-Believe Raise An Insult
The judges’ 27% “raise” was 

structured to be phased in over a 
three-year period, from $136,700 
to $160,000 in 2012, and to 

$167,000 in 2013. On April 1, 
2014, the full 27% “increase” is to 
be realized, topping at $174,000.

On January 1, 1999, the judges 
received their last raise, a 21% 
increase. The current “increase” is 
expected to cost $50 million per 
year.

Many judges have called their 
“raise” an insult as it completely 
fails to satisfy any component of a 
true pay increase, or to address any 
real cost-of-living issues.

Those who preside over New 
York’s trial courts have signifi-
cantly less purchasing power with 
their “increase,” and disagree with 
Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman’s 
characterization that the judicial 
pay ‘nightmare’ is over. The issue of 
inflation over the 13-years was also 
never substantively dealt with, and 
the nightmare continues for the 
judges.

The judges almost received 
a raise in the 2007-2008 budget 

but then-Governor Eliot Spitzer 
attempted to tie it to ethics reform 
and both measures were never 
voted on.

Court Officers Income 
Affected Too

In addition to an understand-
ably unhappy judiciary, court 
administrators have also effec-
tively reduced the take-home pay 
of its court officers by drastically 
reducing over-time opportunities. 
Over the years, a large percentage 
of court officers have relied on 
overtime to make ends meet.

Justice is now thrown to 
the wind as all court personnel 
scramble to close courtrooms by 
4:30pm. Justice past 4:30pm is 
rare- usually when a witness is 
on the stand, for example- and 
onerous procedures waste the time 
of direct supervisors.

A $2.5 Billion Mess
The New York Court system is 

a $2.5 billion machine and is not 
subject to the Governor’s zero-
budget increase directive.

Instead of cutting waste and 
fraud in the vast state court system, 
or paying judges a fair salary, 
administrators have been busy with 
other priorities.

In February of 2011, it was 
revealed that tens of millions of 
dollars were being spent on a 
suite of seven 400-square-foot 
apartments for the personal use 
of judges sitting on the Court of 
Appeals in Albany.

The $23 million renovation of 
the 27,000-square-foot, 113-year-
old building called for the best, 
including cherry furniture costing 
over $350,000.

The judges have also faced a 
four-fold increase in the cost of 
their health insurance deductible. 
The New York Law Journal quotes 
a Bronx Supreme Court Justice, 
John Barone, as saying, “A lot of 
judges regard it as unconstitutional 
because it diminishes the compen-
sation of a judge, and they have a 
good point.”

The inability of court admin-
istrators to fairly deal with 
judicial compensation has brought 

numerous lawsuits by judges 
against New York State. One 
pending lawsuit was brought by six 
current or former judges and seeks 
$51 million in retroactive pay.

In January of 2011, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo voiced his anger 
with administrators of New York’s 
Court system after a budget was 
submitted that called for $84 
million in additional spending and 
mentioned the closing of some 
courts.

Governor Cuomo may want 
to consider calling on all court 
personnel, including the folks that 
wear the black robes, to directly 
report to the Governor’s office any 
instance of waste and fraud within 
the court system.

Governor Cuomo may be the 
only person who can get our state 
judges fairly compensated.

To read related information: www.
TheNewYorkBulletin.com.

NY Judges Disgraced Again
Dysfunctional Court Machine Strikes Again

THE NEW YORK BULLETIN

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2a16797365007c761679&ls=fde91d7675630278741d7573&m=ff071670776507&l=fe8e1273766d017f70&s=fdfa15757067007475107271&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2a16797365007c761679&ls=fde91d7675630278741d7573&m=ff071670776507&l=fe8e1273766d017f70&s=fdfa15757067007475107271&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2a16797365007c761679&ls=fde91d7675630278741d7573&m=ff071670776507&l=fe8e1273766d017f70&s=fdfa15757067007475107271&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2a16797365007c761679&ls=fde91d7675630278741d7573&m=ff071670776507&l=fe8e1273766d017f70&s=fdfa15757067007475107271&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2a16797365007c761679&ls=fde91d7675630278741d7573&m=ff071670776507&l=fe8e1273766d017f70&s=fdfa15757067007475107271&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2a16797365007c761679&ls=fde91d7675630278741d7573&m=ff071670776507&l=fe8e1273766d017f70&s=fdfa15757067007475107271&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://www.thenewyorkbulletin.com/
http://www.thenewyorkbulletin.com/
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 9 Passed 37 Prime Sponsored and 62 Co-Sponsored Bills 
 9 Eliminated the MTA Payroll Tax for 290,000 small businesses and more 

than 410,000 self-employed 
 9 Eliminated the MTA Payroll Tax for libraries, saving $1.3 Million annually 
 9 Passed Pension Reform, resulting in $80+ billion savings 
 9 Passed the historic Property Tax Cap, saving $33.8 Million in 2012 
 9 Enacted the Middle Class Tax Cut, saving $3.3 Billion and bringing the 

middle class tax rate to the lowest in 58 years 
 9 Passed Cyber-Bullying Legislation to protect our youth 
 9 Delivered $67 Million of Regional Economic Development funding for 

local job creation 
 9 Passed Autism Insurance Reform 
 9 Secured $10.9 Million in additional state funding for New York State 

Veterans Homes 
 9 Delivered $277 Million in state school aid, a 5% increase year-to-year 
 9 Closed a $10 Billion Budget Gap without borrowing and with no new 

taxes 
 9 Reduced state spending for two consecutive years 
 9 Passed S6308 to extend the length of shelter stay for victims of domestic 

violence 
 9 Passed S7638 to protect victims of domestic violence 
 9 Secured a $100,000 grant for My Sister’s Place and a $50,000 grant for 

the Womens’ Resource Center 
 9 Passed Hannah’s Law (S5034A)  
 9 Restored $30.6 Million to EPIC 
 9 Held two Senior Health and Wellness Expos, serving over 600 seniors 
 9 Passed Out Of Network Insurance Reform
 9 Increased the STAR Rebate by $383,536,252 total in Westchester, Putnam, 

and Dutchess Counties 
 9 Secured $500,000 for a State Veterans Cemetery 
 9 Passed S7661 “Hire a Vet” legislation  
 9 Passed S7489A to provide a preference in NY contracts to businesses owned 

by service-disabled veterans 
 9 Passed S6799 to create a Veterans ID 
 9 Served over 600 veterans at the 1st Annual Veterans Thanksgiving Dinner 
 9 Served nearly 1000 first responders at the 1st Annual First Responders 

Appreciation Day at Camp Kiwi 
 9 Passed the “Puppy Mill Bill” (S7268A) to place standards of care on 

licensed pet dealers 
 9 Raised more than $10,000 for LCPL John Curtin, wounded in action 
 9 Inducted 27 local veterans into the 1st Class of the 40th Senate District 

Veterans Hall of Fame 
 9 Inducted Veterans Karl Rohde and Eugene Parrotta into the State 

Veterans Hall of Fame 
 9 Inducted 32 local women into the 1st Class of the 40th Senate District 

Women of Distinction Hall of Honor 
 9 Inducted Women of Distinction Ann Ellsworth and Erin Bentivegna into 

the State Hall of Honor 
 9 Hosted 54 local high school students for Mock Session on the floor of the 

New York State Senate 
 9 Brought dozens of local parents to meet with the Senate to maintain busing 

for parochial school students 
 9 Served dinner to hundreds of people at Beaver Ridge without power after 

the October 2011 snow storm 
 9 Delivered water and dry ice to communities without 

power throughout the Senate District after Hurricane 
Irene and the October 2011 snow storm

9Balanced Budget  9MTA Payroll Tax Repeal  9EPIC Restored 9Lowest Middle Class Taxes in 58 years  9Property Tax Cap

Gettin’ it Done
As your Senator, this is what I’ve done.
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CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
On October 4, 2012, 
Mark Zuckerberg 
announced that 
Facebook now has one 
billion (1,000,000,000) 

active users (to put this into context, he 
told an interviewer that the only other 
companies with one billion customers “are 
probably Coca-Cola and McDonald’s”).

“How many people are a billion? 
More than there are in the United States?”

“Yes – a lot more!”
“We talk about a trillion dollar 

budget – is that a lot?”
“Yes, it is”
We now have very large numbers 

to deal with; numbers so large that 
most people really can’t get their “arms 
around them.” The numbers then 
become abstractions, not real to us.

Add to this the fact that we 
process and store more and more 
information every day and we find 
ourselves almost unable to deal with 
both the amount of data and the size 
of the individual values. According to 
a recent Wikipedia article on “Big 
Data” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Petabytes), “Google processes about 24 
petabytes per day” and “World of Warcraft 
uses 1.3 petabytes of storage to maintain 
its game” (Note that 1PB (”petabyte”) = 
1,000,000,000,000,000 characters! – a 
thousand trillion characters (which is, 
in turn, one thousand billion characters).

Our problem then becomes both 
how to deal with such huge amounts 
of data and how to comprehend such 
enormous numbers. Thankfully, help is 
coming from a variety of directions in 
these areas.

The father of the World Wide 
Web, Sir Tim Berners-Lee, is 

actively campaigning for “open-
data,” data available to everyone 
to explore and analyze. In a TED 
video (http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=3YcZ3Zqk0a8), 
Berners-Lee gives examples of how 
access to data led to exposure of racism 
in Ohio and the providing of needed 
healthcare to refugee camps in Haiti.

Perhaps the best-known developer 
of methods of presenting statistical 
data in easy-to-comprehend graphics 
is Hans Rosling. His “Gapminder” 
program is available for download on 
all varieties of personal computers. A 
very good example of Gapminder is 
shown at a TED talk (http://www.
flixxy.com/200-countries-200-years-
4-minutes.htm#.UHHCgJG9KSM). 
The development of Gapminder is 
discussed at another talk (http://www.
ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_shows_
the_best_stats_you_ve_ever_seen.
html).

Rosling also presents important 
analysis in other interesting videos 
using boxes, washing machines, 
and other devices as props for his 
presentations.

While Rosling in a professor, 
well versed in statistics, concerned 
with world healthcare, David 
McCandess is a journalist who only 
recently became interested in the 
design of methods to present data 
analysis in a format understandable 
to most. His Ted talk (http://www.
ted.com/talks/david_mccandless_the_
beauty_of_data_visualization.html) 
presents examples of “data visualiza-
tion “ of such diverse studies as societal 
concerns about video games, effective-
ness of vitamin supplements and herbs, 
and romantic breakups by season and 
month in a non-threatening manner 

(In his presentation, McCandless refers to 
Rosling as “his master”).

Chris Jordan takes a different 
approach from Rosling and 
McCandless in that, while their presen-
tations begin with the actual numbers, 
Jordan draws on his artist background 
to present deaths from smoking, prison 
incarcerations, prescription drug 
addiction, etc. (http://www.ted.com/
talks/lang/eng/chris_jordan_pictures_
some_shocking_stats.html -- Students 
in a class of mine at Purchase College 
found Jordan’s presentation extremely 
well done and understandable).

Jordan, Rosling, and McCandless 
are just three of the many people 
attempting to make meaningful use of 
the “Big Data” that now exists in the 
world. New York City annually holds a 
contest for the “App” that is considered 
the most innovative use of the mass 
of NYC municipal data available on 
line. It has now completed 3 compe-
titions and in the last one, “NYC Big 
Apps 3.0,” offered $50,000 in prizes 
to a wide category of submissions 
(http://2011.nycbigapps.com/).

It is obvious that tools must be 
constantly created to make sense of 
the massive expansion of facts and 
data being generated every year by 
scientists, academics, and business. 
An EMC-sponsored IDC study in 
2011 (http://www.emc.com/about/
news/press/2011/20110628-01.
htm) showed that data is doubling 
constantly in less than two years. The 
study further stated that “a colossal 1.8 
zettabytes (is) to be created and replicated 
in 2011”.

Zettabyte?
“What in hell is a zettabyte? Is 

it bigger that the petabyte mentioned 
above?”

“Well, yes!”
“A zettabyte is 1,000 exabytes and 

an exabyte is 1,000 petabytes (which you 

may remember is 1,000 terabytes which 
in turn is 1,000 gigabytes).”

This is obviously very hard to put 
your arms around so the EMC study 
tries to put it into context:

“In terms of sheer volume, 1.8 
zettabytes of data is equivalent to:

Every person in the United States 
tweeting 3 tweets per minute for 
26,976 years nonstop

Every person in the world having 
over 215 million high-resolution MRI 
scans per day

Over 200 billion HD movies 
(each 2 hours in length)—would take 
1 person 47 million years to watch 
every movie 24x7

The amount of information 
needed to fill 57.5 billion 32GB Apple 
iPads.

With that many iPads we could:
Create a wall of iPads, 4,005-miles 

long and 61-feet high extending from 
Anchorage, Alaska to Miami, Florida.

Build the Great iPad Wall of 
China—at twice the average height of 
the original

Build a 20-foot high wall around 
South America

Cover 86% of Mexico City
Build a mountain 25 times higher 

than Mt. Fuji”
To be able to make this data 

useful – to transform it into useful 
information, we need not only apps 
and “Mashups” (the marrying of 
services such as Google Earth and New 
York Times International headlines 
or of a NYC Restaurant Guide with 
NYC Health Dept. Ratings) but also 
very powerful tools to filter, sort, and 
analyze masses of data to provide 
to information necessary for deci-
sion making, scientific studies, and 
difficult analysis. IBM has developed 
such tools which it calls collectively, 
“Smarter Analytics“ (http://www.
ibm.com/analytics/us/en/), for use 

in conjunction with its “Big Data” and 
“Cloud” services. It bundles software, 
hardware, and consulting services to 
attempt to provide the information 
platform on which to make business 
and scientific decisions. Hewlett-
Packard and Oracle are also, among 
other IT companies, reaching out to 
clients with products to try to effec-
tively deal with this information glut.

To realize the potential of this 
new data age, we need many more 
systems and apps and we need the IT 
professionals with 21st Century educa-
tion and skills; applications specialists 
who really understand the workings 
and needs of the business, industry, 
government agency, military, and / or 
researchers; and entrepreneurs. We 
also need calm and mature analysts 
who will question the judgments made 
initially on the basis of the data analysis 
– it will be easy to be overwhelmed by 
the powerful computer tools working 
“magic” on masses of data. Common 
sense must always prevail or, at least, 
require re-working of the data.

The potential is boundless – as is the 
capacity for error. As always, human 
wisdom is needed!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around 
us. These changes normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more.

John F. McMullen has been involved 
in technology for over 40 years and has 
written about it for major publica-
tions. He may be found on Facebook 
and his current non-technical writing, a 
novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New & 
Collected Poems by johnmac the bard” are 
available on Amazon. He is a professor 
at Purchase College and has previously 
taught at Monroe College, Marist College, 
and the New School for Social Research.

Tools for Big Data

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
The late 1980s and 
1990s were a period 
of crisis in Russian 
cinema. Although 
Russian filmmakers 

were freer to express themselves, state 
subsidies were drastically reduced, 
resulting in fewer films produced. The 
early years of the 21st century saw 
increased viewership and subsequent 

prosperity to the industry along with 
economic revival. Now, production 
levels have eclipsed those of England 
and Germany with independent 
production using crowd-funding as 
an alternate funding source to nurture 
new, smaller-scale projects.

Nationwide, many Russian film 
festivals with different themes and 
international focus have also been 
organized; showcasing regional and 

international works. At the Orenburg 
East-West Festival, the Russian 
competition that carries the name 
of “Interwoven Parallels” comprised 
eleven contemporary Russian feature 
films reflecting the changes in the 
themes and styles of present Russian 
productions. One of the most 
interesting and shocking film was 
Shopping Tour by Mikhail Brashinsky. 
It is shocking because it is the first 
Russian horror film I have ever seen 
(whereas its director describes it as 

Interwoven Cannibals

Director Mikhail Brashinsky. Continued on page 7
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a comedy-drama), and interesting 
because it brought to mind similar 
films including the Spanish [Rec] 
(2007) that was remade in the USA as 
Quarantine (2008) and The US sci-fi 
thriller Chronicle that was released 
earlier this year.

All these films are conceived as 
found footage being filmed from the 
perspective of the first-person who 
uses a hand-held camera to capture 
the events about him. Shopping Tour 
is supposedly recorded by a teenager 
(Timofey Yeletsky) who is using his 
cellphone while being accompanied 
by his mother (Tatyana Kolganova) 

on a bus carrying a group of Russian 
tourists on their way back from a 
shopping tour in neighboring Finland. 
In the beginning, we see the regular 
tension between a single mother and 
her son; the mother is caring and 
protective while the son attempts to 
hide his recently acquired drinking 
habits. Meanwhile, the tour guide 
announces that they were afforded 
permission to visit one last big super-
market past its normal working hours 
before they cross the border. It turns 
out that Finnish vegetarians eat the 
flesh (fresh meat) of foreigners during 
this time of the year. Perhaps this is the 
comedic element the director referred. 
The supermarket was nothing but an 
entrapment area to hunt down the 

Russian shoppers and finish them off. 
However, with the mother’s natural 
fighting skills and the son’s knowledge 
of horror films, the two succeeded in 
fleeing the supermarket only to be 
chased down by the hungry police 
forces and the other local inhabitants.

One must give credit to writer-
director Mikhail Brashinsky who 
succeeded shooting the film using 
digital techniques at a cost of 
$70,000 over a period of twelve days. 
Brashinsky is considered to be the first 
popular movie critic in the history of 
Russian cinema to turn to filmmaking. 
He visited New York universities as a 
film lecturer and contributed to several 
Russian and international publica-
tions. Shopping Tour is his second 

feature following Black Ice in 2003. 
After the film’s screening, I pointed 
out to Brashinsky that his movie, 
subtitled or dubbed in English, could 
easily find an audience around the 
world and most of all in America 
because his dynamic style would make 
him Timur Bekmambetov successor. 
Bekmambetov directed the sci-fi 
thrillers Night Watch (2004) and Day 
Watch (2006). He was taken under 
the wings of American studios only to 
direct Angelina Jolie in Wanted (2008) 
and Benjamin Walker in this year’s 
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter. 
Brashinsky smiled and revealed that he 
has already signed with an American 
distributor. So expect Shopping Tour in 
a theatre near you soon.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the 
artistic director for both the Alexandria 
Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab 
Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the 
United States, and is the film critic of 
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.
com/), in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website 
(http://www.almasryalyoum.com/
en/node/198132) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

SAFE, SECURE,
AFFORDABLE!

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
• 30 year fixed-rate mortgages 

  • down payment assistance
• no points

for Housing

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Interwoven Cannibals

Mother and son, Tatyana Kolganova and Timofey Yeletsky. Blond Finnish cannibal. Child cannibal on the loose.

Continued from page 6

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/


Page 8 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By PEGGY GODFREY
Mayor Bramson 
had stated at the 
September City 
Council meeting that 
the official vote to 

designate a developer for the Armory 
would take place in October. But at 
the October 17 legislative meeting 
no vote was taken and a designation 
for a developer’s MOU was not on 
the agenda. City Manager, Chuck 
Strome, when asked said there was a 
possibility it would be on the agenda 
for the October 30 meeting when the 
Council will review a draft environ-
mental impact statement by Forest 
City Residential on the City Yard 

which is adjacent to the Armory.
In September (see October 

4, 2012 article in the Westchester 
Guardian) the five Democrats on City 
Council, led by Mayor Bramson in 
an advisory decision, had designated 
Good Profit, a farm to-table food 
market/ restaurant over the Save Our 
Armory Committee proposal for a 
cultural/performing arts center. Mayor 
Bramson has claimed each group 
had equal time since April to prepare 
their proposals and answer ques-
tions. However, Save Our Armory 
proponents had stated at the October 
Citizens to be heard that Good Profit 
had been in touch with City officials 
as early as January. Peter Parente, 

co-chairman of the Save Our Armory 
Committee, mentioned the possibility 
of a law suit by this Committee on 
WVOX the morning of the meeting.

At this same meeting at least 
one neighborhood was surprised to 
find out their efforts to stop a cabaret 
from being given a permit were not 
in vain. Mayor Bramson outlined two 
possible courses of action: Council 
could reject the application for a 
cabaret permit which would allow 
the applicant to reapply, or alterna-
tively, could decide not to vote on the 
permit. The Mayor also requested 
an executive session before the vote 
was taken. After a lengthy execu-
tive session the Mayor asked for a 

vote to declare a negative declara-
tion of environmental significance 
for Siete Ocho Siete’s cabaret permit. 
Several council members objected. 
Both Councilmen Ivar Hyden and 
Jared Rice were not satisfied with the 
parking plan. Councilman Barry Fertel 
felt the owners had acted in bad faith 
by operating as a cabaret when Siete 
Ocho Siete had no permit. He added 
the neighbors were concerned about 
the noise at night. Both the negative 
designation and permit were denied.

Some residents have raised ques-
tions about why Mayor Bramson was 
willing to extend courtesies to these 
owners to resubmit their plans but he 
had said the decision must be made 

in a timely fashion on the Save Our 
Armory proposal and this Committee 
was denied any further time to refine 
their proposal. Do we have a clear 
picture of the policies the Mayor is 
following now?

This is the second time in a week 
that City Council members have not 
followed Mayor Bramson’s sugges-
tions. At the previous Council meeting 
a proposal by Mayor Bramson to 
charge City employees to park in the 
City Hall parking lot had no support 
on Council. Does the lack of an agenda 
item on the Armory proposal suggest 
that City Council members may be 
weighing proposals more stringently?

New Rochelle City Council Denies Cabaret Permit, Omits Armory Proposal from Agenda

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By NANCY KING
WHITE PLAINS, 
NY -- The City of 
White Plains continues 
to attract new restau-
rants to the various 
downtown venues, but 

continues to witness a continuing drop 
in sales tax receipts in comparison of 
those of just a year ago. At this date 
last year, sales tax revenue receipt were 
$5,007,305; this year however, they 
have dipped to $3,859,558. If you 
have a calculator handy, that’s a drop 
of 6.7%.

The dismal numbers validate 
the general financial indicators of the 
country as White Plains winds its way 
into the final weeks before Election 
Day. Simply put, the average middle 
class consumer is just not out there 
spending. High-end malls like The 
Westchester in White Plains are still 

doing a brisk business, but-low end 
malls like the Galleria are not getting 
the shoppers they once did. A walk 
down Mamaroneck Avenue tells the 
same story; there are at least a half 
a dozen small store fronts with “for 
rent” signs in the windows. Despite 
five new restaurants opening in the 
last three months, there are very 
few small merchants in the down-
town area now. This is particularly 
worrisome to city officials, as well as 
residents who remember that not too 
long ago, in downtown White Plains, 
the only retail commerce to be found 
was in the form of dollar stores. In a 
proactive move, to keep history from 
repeating itself, the city is now taking 
an aggressive stance to attract and keep 
commerce active and healthy in White 
Plains.

In an effort to attract new busi-
ness to White Plains and to nurture 
those diminishing sales receipts, 
White Plains is again floating the 
idea of applying to the state to form 
an Industrial Development Agency 
(IDA). IDA’s can eliminate some 

taxes, such as mortgage recording 
taxes or property taxes, should a busi-
ness contract to stay in a city. Having 
its own IDA would more than likely 
speed up economic development 
in White Plains by supplanting the 
lethargic Westchester County IDA 
which has acted as the city’s middle 
man.

As expected, Laurence Gottlieb, 
Director for Economic Development 
for the County of Westchester doesn’t 
think that White Plains needs its own 
IDA. Using the construction of the 
City Center and the Ritz-Carlton 
complex as examples of projects that 
were implemented with the help of 
the county’s IDA and citing that the 
county offices are located in White 
Plains, Gottlieb believes that a city 
run IDA would be a redundant 
service. However Gottlieb defines a 
White Plains IDA, the Westchester 
County IDA has yet to formulate any 
forward thinking development proj-
ects that would embellish job creation 
or increased sales tax revenues to the 
benefit of White Plains. At issue… 

why now?
A municipal IDA must be 

approved by the New York State 
Legislature and the governor, and 
there hasn’t been a new IDA desig-
nated in nearly ten years. Because an 
IDA is an entity created with taxpayer 
dollars, Albany has been hesitant to act 
on any bills regarding the creation of a 
new IDA. Albany is also looking at the 
track records of other municipalities in 
the county who have their own IDA’s. 
The respective cities of Mount Vernon, 
Yonkers, Peekskill, New Rochelle 
and Port Chester all have their own 
Industrial Development Agencies 
but have been slow in bringing new 
projects and commerce to their respec-
tive cities. The City of White Plains 
comprehends their new application 
for an IDA will be compared with 
successes or lack thereof of the afore-
mentioned communities.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
had introduced a bill to the State 
Legislature two years ago for the 
purpose of forming an IDA for White 
Plains. The bill languished on the floor 

of the legislature, expiring in due course 
thereafter. Ms. Paulin will re-introduce 
the bill in early 2013.

Having an IDA would certainly 
help the economic health of the city. 
It would make the city independent 
and allow city planners to create plans 
and formulate their own timeline for 
projects. Attracting businesses large 
and small to the city could fill up those 
empty storefronts and make shopping 
in White Plains conceivably more 
attractive to consumers once again. A 
consumer who may spend their lunch 
hour browsing will be more likely to 
make their purchase in White Plains 
if there were a business to purchase 
from rather than walking by an empty 
storefront. The sales tax revenue of any 
municipality is the strongest indicator 
of a city’s financial viability and at this 
time, White Plains may be described 
as suffering a headache, feeling a chill, 
and queasy all over. The prognosis is 
not encouraging; White Plains awaits 
a diagnosis.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, New 
York.

Economic Development in White Plains Remains Uneven
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the legend of the

PAIN IN
THE NECK
She’d been living with Bob’s chronic neck pain for years. They were told to just live with it. But it was
ruining their lives. So they sought a solution. One doctor prescribed physical therapy, but the pain
persisted. Another doctor proposed neck fusion surgery, but Bob didn’t want to limit his mobility. So
they went to Phelps Memorial Hospital Center. There, an experienced orthopedic surgeon accurately
diagnosed Bob’s condition and performed the most advanced surgical solution that could preserve his
mobility and treat his pain – an artificial disc replacement. And then they lived happily ever after.

Find out if you’re a candidate for artificial disc replacement for your
neck or back condition. phelpshospital.org/spine • 1 888 888-2311

Get better. Here.

ENVIRONMENT

By ERICA GIES
At the start of October, 
a stunning 65 percent 
of the contiguous 
United States remained 
in some form of 

drought, as the nation’s most wide-
spread drought since 1956 continues 
to threaten drinking water supplies, 
crops and livestock.

The Northeast has so far escaped 
the punishing drought experienced 
elsewhere, but it was hotter and 
drier than normal here this year. As 
of October, about 18 percent of the 
region is abnormally dry, with severe 
drought in much of Delaware, and 
moderate drought over parts of New 
York and Maryland, according to the 
U.S. Drought Monitor.

Droughts come and go, of 
course, but water scarcity is a looming 
problem, as growing populations 
increase demand and changes in 
climate patterns makes supplies more 
erratic.

U.S. communities are responding 
in myriad ways that could be adopted 

in the Northeast:
Lawsuits: A frequent response to 

water scarcity is lawsuits. In June, the 
U.S. Supreme Court declined to take a 
long-running case in which Alabama, 
Florida, and Georgia fought over the 
waters of Lake Lanier, allowing a lower 
court ruling to stand giving the Atlanta 
metro area much of the water.

Elsewhere, Mississippi officials 
have accused Memphis, Tenn., of 
overdrawing water from a shared 
aquifer and have asked the Supreme 
Court to weigh in. Kansas filed a $50 
million legal claim against Nebraska 
over water rights. Las Vegas is seeking 
groundwater in eastern Nevada to 
slake the thirst of its booming popula-
tion, but neighboring Utah is fighting 
the “water grab” in state courts.

Of course, the problem with 
lawsuits is they don’t increase water 
supply; they just reallocate it.

Watershed Management: 
Cooperative watershed management is 
an effective approach that considers an 
entire watershed for what it is: an inte-
grated, natural system, as opposed to a 

mere source of a human commodity. 
It aims to meet the needs of all users 
in the water system, including cities, 
farmers, energy producers, plants and 
animals.

Cooperating federal, state, 
and regional agencies, along with 
nonprofits, use science to balance water 
supply, rights, and quality, often incen-
tivizing conservation and using natural 
processes to clean and store water.

Conservation: Between 1950 
and 2005, the U.S. population doubled 
while domestic, commercial and 
industrial water consumption tripled. 
However, conservation measures 
are closing this gap. Between 2005 
and 2009, our population increased 
5 percent while water withdrawals 
increased by just 2 percent, according 
to the U.S. Geological Survey.

While many people equate 
conservation with sacrifice, it can be 
surprisingly easy. Pinellas County 
Utilities in Clearwater, Fla., for 
example, reduced water use by more 
than 40 percent between 1991 and 
2008 simply by offering rebates and 

technical assistance for water efficiency 
– and by reclaiming water.

Reclaiming Water: The idea 
of reclaiming, reusing or recycling, 
water disgusts some people, but it is a 
cost-effective way to increase supply. 
Communities in Arizona, Florida, 
Nevada, Texas, and California have 
been using these practices safely for 
years.

For example, Gilbert, Ariz., 
grew from 5,800 residents in 1980 
to 212,000 today. To meet demand, 
water managers reclaimed wastewater, 
moving it through recharge ponds, 
where it percolates into the aquifer for 
future use. The pond water is also used 
directly for irrigation and other nonpo-
table purposes, reducing groundwater 
use. During summer’s peak demand, 
Gilbert saves over 131 million gallons 
of drinking water per day.

Homeowners and businesses can 
harvest graywater from shower and 
sink drains and use it to flush toilets 
and to water gardens. Rerouting gray-
water or rainwater into the house or 
using utility-delivered treated waste-
water requires a dual plumbing system. 
Such systems offer property owners 
increased water security, independence, 

and efficiency.
Utilities could greatly speed 

installation of reuse infrastructure and 
programs by redirecting some of the 
money spent tapping new freshwater 
supplies.

Water pricing strategies: 
Innovative water pricing can encourage 
conservation and save money – not 
only in legal fees but also in unneeded 
infrastructure development. For 
example, in 1991, Irvine Ranch Water 
District in Orange County, Calif., 
instituted a rate structure that gives 
everyone a base allocation and then 
charges profligate users up to eight 
times more. Thrifty households get a 
discount. Raleigh, N.C.; Tucson, Ariz.; 
and Amarillo, Texas use similar tiered 
pricing strategies.

Climate change models show that 
Northeast summers are likely to grow 
longer and hotter, putting increased 
strain on water supplies. But wise water 
management can soften the shocks of 
future water scarcity.

Freelance reporter Erica Gies has been 
published by The New York Times, 
Forbes.com, The International Herald 
Tribune, Wired News, Grist, and E/The 
Environmental Magazine. 

Drought Demands Better Water Management

http://forbes.com/
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By ROBERT SCOTT
Despite his prodigious 
output of books, interest 
in Floyd Dell today is 
low.

Between them, the 
38 member libraries of the Westchester 
Library System own a total of only 
seven Dell titles.

In its collection of works by local 
authors, the Croton Free Library has 
only one of Dell’s books, his 1933 auto-
biography Homecoming.

Whether in essays, critical reviews, 
or novels, Dell drew heavily on his own 
experience in everything he wrote. His 
first novel, Moon-Calf, appeared in 1920 
and recounted the story of Felix Fay, a 
thinly disguised young Floyd Dell. He 
included accounts of his own family 
and their frequent moves, showing how 
Felix Fay’s character was shaped by the 
poverty of his own early years.

Critics reviewed Moon-Calf 
enthusiastically. It went through several 
printings and sold more than 40,000 
copies, bringing Dell nearly $15,000. 
The Brooklyn Public Library consid-
ered the book so racy it restricted its sole 
copy to approved readers.

His story of a sensitive young man 
who rebels against small-town respect-
ability to seek success in the city took its 
title from a 1901 science fiction story by 
H.G. Wells. “I should define a ‘moon-
calf,’” he told a reporter from the New 
York Herald in February 1921, “as an 
awkward young man with a touch of 
intellectual lunacy.”

Years afterward Dell attributed the 
book’s success quite as much to popular 
misconceptions about it as to accep-
tance of its virtues. No other writer of 
the 1920s so successfully explored the 
maturation of the young and sensitive 
intellectual who finds himself isolated 
and alone in the cities and towns of the 
American Middle West.

Dell’s second novel, The Briary-
Bush, appeared in 1921 and continued 
Felix Fay’s story in Chicago, where Dell 
scored his own early literary success. 

Felix falls in love with and marries 
Rose-Ann Prentiss, but they soon 
are miserable, replicating Dell’s own 
unhappy first marriage.

Dell did not complete his semi-
autobiographical trilogy until 1929 with 
his eighth novel, Souvenir. In it, Dell 
reflected about his life, and concluded, 
“He could regret none of it, would not 
have had it different, would not have 
missed a single one of the pains and 
insults that had hardened him and 
taught him.”

After the birth of their first son, 
Anthony, named for Floyd’s father, the 
Dells moved from Greenwich Village 
early in 1922 and made Croton their 
permanent residence.

In An American Testament: A 
Narrative of Rebels and Romantics, writer 
Joseph Freeman, a Croton resident and 
frequent guest at Dell parties, described 
the Dell house in Croton as “a magic 
little world retaining all that was best 
in the tradition of Greenwich Village. 
That tradition shone from orange 
curtains at the windows, Nordfeldt’s 

[Chicago artist Bror Nordfeldt] portrait 
of Dell as a young man, the walls lined 
from floor to ceiling with books.”

Goodbye to the Party
After the government forced 

suspension of The Masses, Dell became 

an editor of The Liberator, the successor 
magazine started in 1918 by Max and 
Crystal Eastman. This folded in 1924, 
and he next joined the staff of The New 
Masses, published by the Communist 
Party.

Floyd Dell always thought of 
himself as a radical--but his radicalism 
was romantic and utopian, not fitting 
any ideological mold. Mike Gold, editor 
of The New Masses, drummed him out 
of the radical movement in 1929.

Unhappy with the magazine’s poli-
cies, Dell had submitted his resignation 
as a contributing editor. Gold published 
Dell’s letter and added two pages of 
his own comment scolding a Dell so 
corrupted by prosperity he wore a dress 
suit.

Dell took his excommunication 
in stride. He denied wearing a dress 
suit except to pose for a single publicity 
photo, but conceded that he liked 
wearing dinner clothes.

“It is also true,” he commented, 
“that I like to make money, though 
Mike exaggerates my prosperity. I think 
Mike would like to make money, too.” 
Gold would be less unhappy and less 
full of hatred for others, Dell added, if 
he could admit to himself that he wants 
what many others have in an insecure 
world.

Cartoonist Robert Minor and his 
artist wife, Lydia Gibson Minor, had 
built a home in Croton at 79 Mount 
Airy Road, next door to Floyd and B. 
Marie. Minor had been the editor of the 
Communist Party newspaper The Daily 
Worker, and indefatigable candidate for 
governor of New York, mayor of New 
York City and U.S. senator. The doctri-
naire Minor had many bitter arguments 
with Floyd over Dell’s peculiar brand of 
radicalism.

Broadway and Hollywood
Floyd Dell’s novel An Unmarried 

Father had been published in 1927. 
About that time a second son was 
born and named Christopher for the 
Greenwich Village street on which the 

Dells had lived.
In this novel, Norman Overbeck, 

a young man about to be married, 
breaks his engagement and adopts 
a child he has become convinced he 
fathered. In the end, he accepts respon-
sibility and marries the unwed mother. 
It was received with mixed reviews 
by critics confused by Dell’s sudden 
conventionality.

Dell saw theatrical possibilities in 
the story and turned it into a play script. 
Broadway producer Crosby Gaige 
read it and referred Dell to Thomas 
Mitchell, a 35-year-old former reporter, 
stage actor and playwright. Mitchell, 
who would later achieve success in 
Hollywood, is best remembered for 
his 1940 Academy Award-winning 
performance as Doc Boone in John 
Ford’s classic film Stagecoach.

Mitchell took Dell’s wordy and 
unwieldy rough draft and turned it 
into a risqué and funny piece of stage-
craft. Retitled Little Accident and with 
Mitchell playing the role of Norman 
Overbeck, it opened to rave reviews 
at New York’s Morosco Theater in 
October 1928. The play ran for 303 
performances before taking to the road. 
Money--as much as $500 a week--
began to roll in for Dell.

Little Accident was adapted three 
times by Hollywood: In 1930, with 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., as Norman, and 
again in 1939 with Hugh Herbert in 
the lead. Re-titled Casanova Brown, a 
third Hollywood version starred Gary 
Cooper in 1944. The French also saw 
the comedic possibilities in Dell’s plot 
and released the film Papa sans Le 

Savoir (A Father without Knowing It) 
in 1932.

In the depths of the Depression, 
Floyd and Thomas Mitchell tried to 
repeat the success of Little Accident with 
another collaborative effort. Cloudy with 
Showers, a lighthearted treatment of 
the relations between the sexes, opened 
in September of 1931, also at the 
Morosco Theater. Although it played 
for a respectable 71 performances 
with Mitchell playing the lead role, it 
was no solution to the Dell family’s 
money problems in the depths of the 
Depression.

Moving On
Later novels also were impor-

tant. Dell’s favorite, Diana Stair, a big, 
641-page work, revived the popularity 
of the historical novel in 1932. Floyd 
and B. Marie rented out their Croton 
house the following year and moved 
to Winchester, New Hampshire. His 
last novel, The Golden Spike, appeared 
in 1934.

The family moved again in 1935, 
this time to Washington, D.C. Floyd 
had been hired as an editorial consul-
tant and speech writer for the Works 
Progress and Public Works adminis-
trations and other agencies. B. Marie 
worked as a librarian in the Washington 
public library. He retired from govern-
ment service in 1947.

All his life Floyd Dell had been 
a heavy cigarette smoker, preferring a 
brand called Richmond Straight Cuts. 
As he grew older he suffered from 
emphysema and a series of strokes in 
the mid- and late-60s and lost the sight 
of one eye to glaucoma. Confounding 
those who had predicted the marriage 
wouldn’t last, the Dells celebrated 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary in 
February 1969.

Floyd Dell died five months later 
in Bethesda, Maryland, survived by 
his wife and two sons, Anthony and 
Christopher. His body was cremated, 
and his ashes were taken to the family’s 
New Hampshire summer home.

As a novice editor of The Masses, 
Max Eastman had hired Dell as 
managing editor to put a journalist’s 
stamp on the magazine. He later paid 
this tribute to him: “I never knew a 
more reasonable or dependable person, 
more variously intelligent, more agile 
in combining sociability with industry 
and I never knew a writer who had his 
talents in such complete command.”

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher 
and local historian. He lives in Croton-on-
Hudson, N.Y.

Ad Sales Position for Print Media
Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester.  Must have experience 

and must have car with clean driver’s license • Full time position.  • Must live in Westchester.  
Good Pay and Bonus Structures.  Looking to hire immediately.

Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview  •  Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Floyd Dell: A Respectable Radical, 2

Whimsical caricature of Floyd Dell.

Portrait of Floyd Dell by Swedish-
American painter Bror Nordfeldt.
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By JEFFREY BINDER, Esq.
For those of you who have bought 
into the notion that immigra-
tion and American jobs cannot 
co-exist, here’s some food for 
thought: on Friday, September 28, 

2012, President Obama signed into law legisla-
tion authored by Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) 
that will extend a highly successful, job-creating 
immigrant visa program that has helped promote 
economic growth in communities throughout the 
nation.

The Immigrant Investor Program (a.k.a. 
“EB-5”), was created by Congress in the early 
‘90s to stimulate the US economy through job 
creation and capital investment by immigrant 

investors who created a new commercial enter-
prise or invested in a troubled business. Congress 
has made available up to 10,000 EB-5 immigrant 
visas on a yearly basis; 3,000 EB-5 visas are also 
allocated to investors in EB-5 Regional Centers 
designated by the United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Service (USCIS) based on proposals 
for promoting economic growth.

Profoundly, the concept of the EB-5 program 
turns the old-school xenophobic concept of 
immigration and American job loss on its head. 
Under the program, foreigners earn their potential 
U.S. residency in exchange for helping create jobs 
in the U.S..

Since it was created, the program has 
Continued on page 12

www.BobCohen2012.com - info@bobcohen2012.com - Office (914) 682-4262

BOB COHEN IS 
STANDING UP  
FOR WESTCHESTER!  

JOIN 
BOB COHEN  
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Westchester residents PAY THE HIGHEST 

PROPERTY TAXES IN THE NATION!  

BOB COHEN IS THE SMART CHOICE FOR 
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF AND JOB GROWTH

Vote Election Day, Tuesday, November 6th.

   He’s a businessman, not a politician.
   Bob supports Governor Cuomo’s Tax Cap.
   He’s fighting for State Mandate Relief for Westchester.
   As an independent, he’ll say “no” to special interests 
   and party bosses.
   Bob will work to deliver jobs for Westchester.
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Mayor Michael Bloomberg
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NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- The Watoto 
Children’s Choir traveling from Africa began 
their five-month Eastern U.S tour in Oak Bluffs, 
MA on October 6, 2012, and are continuing their 
tour through Hudson, New Rochelle, Staten 
Island, Smithtown, Baldwin, Island Park and The 
Bronx from October 23, 2012 through November 
11, 2012. Exact locations and times of the 
performances entitled Beautiful Africa: A New 
Generation can be found below. All performances 
are free and open to the public.

The Watoto Children’s Choir acts as Watoto 
ambassadors to raise awareness about the plight 
of the orphaned and vulnerable children of Africa. 
Watoto is a holistic child-care solution initiated to 
serve the dire needs of Africa and her people.

Each of the children in the choir has suffered 
the loss of one or both parents. They live in Watoto 
Children’s Villages where they receive the care and 
nurture they need to grow up as productive citi-
zens of their own country.

With vibrant, original African music; dance 
routines; life-transforming stories, the tours 
is indicative of the new generation of leaders 
emerging out of Watoto.

“Through the choir’s Concert of Hope, we 
share a message of transformation by telling the 
story of Africa’s rescued orphans and women. We 
hope to reach out to audiences with the message 
of Christ’s healing power,” says Gary Skinner 
Watoto Founder.

With its genuine appeal, accompanied by 
music and dance – an energetic fusion of contem-
porary gospel and traditional African rhythm – the 
globally acclaimed Watoto Children’s Choirs has 
traveled internationally since 1994 as ambassadors 

for the millions of children in Africa, orphaned as 
a result of HIV/AIDS, war and poverty.

Since its inception, 56 choirs have traveled 
globally, providing the children with a bigger 
worldview, an unusual opportunity they would 
otherwise never get. The choirs have been to 
Australia, Brazil, China, Europe, Hong Kong, 
Japan, Germany, France and the U.S, among 
others. Their audiences have included royalty, 
presidents, ministers, and the ordinary person, 
capturing many hearts wherever they go.

To preview a performance of the choir visit: 
www.watoto.com/the-choir

For the full choir schedule in the U.S.go to 
https://www.watoto.com/the-choir/see-the-choir

Choir Schedule for New York area:
New Rochelle, NY…..Friday, October 26th @ 

7 p.m.; Family Christian Center, 562 Main Street
Staten Island, NY…..Saturday, October 27th 

@ 7 p.m.; Christian Pentocostal Church, 900 
Richmond Road

The Bronx, NY….Sunday, November 11th @ 
8 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.; New Testament Temple 
Church of God, 3350 Seymour Avenue

Watoto Children’s Choir Travels from 
Africa to Inspire Thousands In New York

IMMIGRATION

Immigration As a Job Creation Engine?
Check Out the EB-5 Program

http://www.watoto.com/the-choir
https://www.watoto.com/the-choir/see-the-choir
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Movie Review:  
“The Paperboy” (-)
This Southern Gothic movie, with 
its raunch and memorable sex 
scenes, was lauded by Roger Ebert. 
I disagree.

The story takes place in 1969 in 

Florida. Newspaper reporter Ward 
Jansen (Matthew McConaughey) 
believes that a Death Row inmate, 
Hillary Van Wetter ( John Cusack), 
is innocent of the crime for which 
he was convicted. Ward recruits his 
brother, Jack (Zac Efron), and fellow 
reporter, Yardley Acheman (David 

Oyelowo), to help him investigate 
the case. Charlotte Bless (Nicole 
Kidman) has never met the pris-
oner, but she and Hillary have been 
corresponding and are engaged to be 
married.

Kidman, as the trashy blonde 
Charlotte, engages in two memo-
rable sex scenes. One is reminiscent 
of a scene involving Richard Gere 
in the 1979 Broadway Play “Bent” 
when he and his lover, both concen-
tration camp prisoners, achieve 
orgasm just by describing their sexual 
feelings. (That show was later made 

into a movie starring Clive Owen.) 
Kidman’s second scene takes place 
with Hillary after he leaves prison. 
It is a ferocious encounter, bordering 
on rape, but no doubt consensual. 
The audience also gets a good look 
at the naked backside of Matthew 
McConaughey and the athletic body 
of Zac Efron who spends most of 
the movie in his underpants.

All in all, even with the sex 
scenes revealing another side of 
Kidman, it is not worth seeing this 
film. It is tasteless.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

IMMIGRATION

attracted billions of dollars in foreign 
investment to the U.S. and created tens 
of thousands of new American jobs. 
According to Senator Leahy, in 2011 
alone, the EB-5 program created an 
estimated 25,000 jobs, and provides 
direct investments in American 
communities of $1.25 billion dollars. 
In Vermont, several struggling ski areas 
and their surroundings were revitalized 
as a result of an EB-5 regional center. 
Jay Peak has drawn over $250 million 
in foreign investment from over 
500 investors who immigrated from 
56 countries. Sugarbush resort has 
attracted $20 million in capital, which 
has created, or preserved, approxi-
mately 400 jobs.

There are two distinct EB-5 

pathways for an immigrant investor 
to gain lawful permanent residence 
for themselves and their immediate 
family: the Basic Program and the 
Regional Center Pilot Program 
(mentioned above in the context of 
Vermont and the ski areas). Both 
programs require that the immigrant 
make a capital investment of either 
$500,000 or $1,000,000 in a new 
commercial enterprise located within 
the United States. In some cases, the 
investment has to be in a rural area 
where there is high unemployment 
of at least 150 percent of the national 
average.

The new commercial enterprise 
must create or preserve 10 full-time 
jobs for U.S. workers within two years 
of the immigrant investor’s admission 
to the United States as a Conditional 

Permanent Resident.
Regional Centers pool investor 

funds and market themselves to poten-
tial investors as passive investments 
that will also allow the immigrant to 
obtain his legal status while indirectly 
creating American jobs. There are now 
more than 200 Regional Centers across 
the country – in New York, there are 
approximately 12 regional centers that 
dot the state landscape from New York 
City to Rochester. In Rochester the 
Empire State EB-5 Regional Center 
focuses on the markets of healthcare 
related projects and hospitality; these 
include assisted living facilities, nursing 
homes and hospitals, as well as inde-
pendent and chain hotels.

Some other examples of indus-
tries that are the recipients of EB-5 
investor funds though regional centers 
include: manufacturing, commercial 
property development, medical care, 

small business financing, agricul-
tural enterprises, transit development, 
movie studios, museums, and educa-
tion facilities. The list of industry type 
is limitless so long as American jobs 
are created.

Industries in Westchester 
County have the potential to be the 
beneficiaries of EB-5 investor funds 
because the county has been included 
in the geographical reach of several 
Regional Centers. They include: The 
Manhattan Regional Center (mixed-
use real estate development in the 
hotel/motel industry; EB-5 New 
York State (agricultural to finance and 
everything in between); New York 
Proton Regional Center (construc-
tion, call centers, scientific research, 
data processing); and Extell New York 
Regional Center (construction, leasing 
and renting services). Going forward, 
Westchester would be well served if 

it were to emulate the many counties 
and cohesive geographic areas around 
the country in establishing its own 
EB-5 regional center with a strategic 
and focused mission aimed at growing 
Westchester’s job base.

The EB-5 program brings 
together under one roof what has 
made this country the envy of the 
world – a better life for immigrants, job 
creation, free enterprise, industry, and 
government that facilitates economic 
opportunity rather than impeding it. 
It taps into the global economy to the 
benefit of local workers. It also helps 
rid ourselves of the stigma and modern 
stereotypes associated with today’s 
immigration rhetoric.

Jeffrey Binder is an immigration attorney 
who practices in White Plains, New York. 
He can be reached at (914) 946-3191 or 
at jbinder@jeffreybinderlaw.com.

Immigration As a Job Creation Engine?
Continued from page 11

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

“Least Among Saints” (-)
The script is by Martin Papazian, 

who also directed the film and plays the 
lead character, Anthony, a discharged 
Marine with plenty of problems.

Anthony, an alcoholic, shows up 
at the Tucson, Arizona, home of his 
former wife (Audrey Marie Anderson) 
who refuses to allow him inside. He 
also has a problem with the town police 
who don’t arrest him but beat him up 
because of his insulting attitude.

Anthony has rented a house 
next to a young woman, Cheryl (A. 

J. Cook), who has a 10-year-old son, 
Wade (Tristan Lake Leabu). Wade 
suffers from a difficult home life. His 
mother is a prostitute and his father 
has left them. The movie becomes a 
soap opera when Wade’s mother dies 
from a drug overdose and the question 
is what will happen to him?

Don’t worry, everything turns out 
okay, except the movie. It isn’t good; it 
isn’t bad. It’s simply a waste of time.

Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn 
more: http://www.mayorkoch.com/. 
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch 

served as a member of Congress from 
New York State from 1969 through 
1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

mailto:jbinder@jeffreybinderlaw.com
http://www.mayorkoch.com/
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PRODUCE

FISHERS, NY -- It’s our favorite 
time of year again here in New York, 
its cider time! Historically, 
the last few weeks of 
October are the biggest 
cider-making weeks of 
the year, and this year isn’t 
any different.

With more than 200 
cider mills in the state, 
New York is tops in 
cider making for 
the United States. 
A four centuries-
long history in cider 
making has given 
New Yorkers an edge on 
making a top-quality, great tasting 
and healthy beverage of choice for 
many this time of year.

This year, cider lovers are being 
encouraged to drink up, early and 
often. Challenging weather this spring 
reduced the New York crop to what 
is expected to be less than half of its 
normal size. Cider makers have found 

it tough this year to source apples for 
cider making. Some growers who 

make cider are sourcing fruit from 
other growers and suppliers, 
as their own crops may not 
suffice.

“Despite the early 
weather challenges, the abun-
dance of sunshine and warm 
temperatures throughout the 
summer has resulted in sweet, 

high quality apples from 
New York,” said NYAA 

Director of Marketing 
Molly Golden. “The 

eating quality and taste 
of the apples this year 
is top-notch – and 

that will also make for 
excellent cider.”

So support your local cider maker 
and head out now to your local farm-
er’s market, farm stand or grocer to 
enjoy our delicious, locally made treat. 
Visit www.nycider.com for a complete 
directory of cider mills, and www.

nyapplecountry.com for user-friendly 
information on everything you need 
to know about New York state apples.

A nonprofit agricultural trade 
association based in Fishers, N.Y., the 

New York Apple Association (NYAA) 
represents the state’s commercial apple 
growers. The association supports 
profitable growing and marketing of 
New York apples through increasing 

demand for apples and apple prod-
ucts, representing the industry at state 
and federal levels, and serving as the 
primary information source on New 
York-apple related matters. For more 
information, visit www.nyapple-
country.com. 

It’s Cider Time in New York!, We’ll Drink to That!
Biggest Cider Weeks of the Year between Now and October 31st

MOBIILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

Power Chair
ChoiCe of Colors 

ChoiCe of seats
available foldup design

for easy transport
holds up to 300lbs

Stair Lift
narrow unit with foldup seat

holds up to 300lbs
plugs into a standard outlet

inCludes standard installation
lifetime warranty on the motor

starting at

$2,495.00

DiabetiC/orthoPeDiC ShoeS
with Custom inserts
free home evaluation

by our Certified pedorthist /shoe fitter
ChoiCe of styles, Colors and material

aLwaYS free DeLiVerY aND SetUP! aLwaYS beSt PriCeS www.SoLaNoMa.CoM
CREDIT CARDS AND
CHECKS ACCEPTED

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & MoST HEAlTH
INSuRANCE PlANS ACCEPTED

tm

866-511-6940

From 1975 through her final ’08 
performance Etta James made 
numerous appearances at the 
Montreux Jazz Festival. The main 
focus of this DVD is from ’93, but there 
are also segments from ’75, ’77, ’78, ’89, 
and ’90 that are welcome additions. 
For the record, Etta also won three 
Grammy’s, is inducted into the Rock 
n Roll Hall of Fame, and the Blues 
Hall of Fame. Sadly James passed 
away earlier this year, but watching 
this video and hearing her preach at 
full throttle will leave you with many 
lasting memories. All in all this DVD 
clocks in at a chunky one-hundred and 
sixty minutes, of which ninety minutes 
are bonus material from the previously 
mentioned years at Montreux.

The 1993 segment starts with two 
band instrumental warm-ups “Funky 
Good Time,” and “Hold On I’m 
Coming” where it’s readily apparent 
that this band is ready to roll, it’s a tight 

unit that is very well prepared, yet loose 
enough to change course at a moments 
notice, they fit so tight in the pocket 
that it hurts. Showtime commences 
with a hard rocking version “I Just 
Want To Make Love To You” that’s 
find Etta in outstanding vocal form 
that matches perfectly to her dynamic 
band. Switching gears James brought 
tears to my eyes with a riveting take 
of “I’d Rather Go Blind.” “Hard to 
Handle” is expectedly funky and fires 
on all cylinders. Etta’s heartfelt vocals 
on “Just One More Day” is further 
enhanced with Spanish tinged vamp 
by the band and by one her un-cred-
ited guitarists. You better believe it 
here when Etta demands that you 
“Come to Mama.” The ’93 portion 
of this DVD appropriately closes 
with “Why I Sing the Blues” and it’s 
a knockout punch that also includes 
an un-credited harp player (Etta 
calls him Claude) who seemingly is 

making a guest appearance that’s not 
memorable.

We get four tunes from Etta’s ’75 
performance (her first time in Europe) 
where video quality is poor (looks like 
it was recorded from a TV with vertical 
lines and all the usual suspected items) 
but the audio is pretty okay. Kicking 
things off is a sanctifying and some-
what lengthy “Respect Yourself ” where 
it’s sweet to see Etta so youthful and 
energetically dancing around the stage, 
this band is not as professional as the 
’93 unit, but they are no slouches, 
the horn section also offers some 
pretty jazzy fills and solos. Etta’s very 
animated and prances around the stage 
on a pretty good version of “Drown In 
My Own Tears” that meanders on 
for too long. “W.O.M.A.N.” is a little 
rough, that finds Etta at near her raun-
chiest self, but this tune also rambles 
for too long.

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Etta James Live at Montreux 1993 DVD Eagle Rock 
Entertainment 1993, plus ’75, ‘77, ’78, ’89, & ’90, Etta roars and her band kicks!

Courtesy of New York 
Apple Association

© New York Apple Association.

http://nyapplecountry.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72d28e3803ad2c3cfb9b808a0&id=f98eaa27b4&e=7482f6e184
http://nyapplecountry.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=72d28e3803ad2c3cfb9b808a0&id=09f977ab8e&e=7482f6e184
http://nyapplecountry.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=72d28e3803ad2c3cfb9b808a0&id=09f977ab8e&e=7482f6e184
http://nyapplecountry.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72d28e3803ad2c3cfb9b808a0&id=f839d015af&e=7482f6e184
http://nyapplecountry.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72d28e3803ad2c3cfb9b808a0&id=f839d015af&e=7482f6e184
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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Continued on page 15

READING

By BOB MARRONE
“We do it all?” she 
asked, more as a state-
ment than a question. 
“What is that supposed 
to mean?”

The woman 
standing in my office doorway was 
reading aloud the message on a letter 
sized poster hanging on the wall 
behind me, her large brown eyes filled 
with a mischievous twinkle; her voice a 
mixture comedic sarcasm and warmth.

“Hi, I am Linda. Do you 
remember me?” She went on.

I had interviewed Linda a few 
weeks before in our efforts to hire 
additional training instructors. It was 
almost 1980, and we were poaching 
colleges and local school systems for 
underpaid teachers whom, assuming 
they had the skills to adapt, would like 
to make more money in exchange for 
no summers off, and a professional 
discipline, which stressed performance 
and long hours. Teaching in a corpo-
rate sector means that the people you 
instruct have to be able to do the job 
when instructed, not just pass a test. 
We had a bottom line to protect. Linda 
came to us from a special education 
school in Boston

The final hiring decision was not 
mine. The trigger was pulled by my 

superior who, frankly, thought she was 
a pretty good candidate, but who was 
more motivated by the fact that Linda 
came recommended by another execu-
tive in the company he did not want 
to offend. I thought she was a good 
recruit, as well, but did not realize that 
she would turn out as good as she did. 
What I could not have known was that 
she was also the person who would 
change my life more than anyone I 
had ever met outside of family, getting 
married or having children.

I rose up to greet Linda in the 
doorway, explaining that the poster 
literally meant what it said. We set 
the curriculum, wrote the training 
programs, taught the classes, processed 
the applications and pretty much 
clapped the erasers. We, indeed, did it 
all.

Linda was and is one of those 
individuals you like right away. Her 
easy manner, kind smile and nearly 
incorrigible humor served to season, 
even soften, this otherwise fiercely 
bright, intelligent person.

Physically, the first thing you 
notice about Linda are her eyes. As 
noted, they are large brown, and 
expressive, shaded by what one and 
all can only describe as Bambi lashes. 
The next thing you notice is her cheek-
bones, high and round betraying a 

touch of the exotic, perhaps of Italian, 
Latina, Middle Eastern, or even 
Indian ancestry. She carried herself 
high, but was not taller than five foot 
four, maybe a touch more; petite, but 
shapely.

Above all, Linda exuded kind-
ness, decency and sincerity. She also 
displayed confidence. She was the kind 
of person you did not want to disap-
point, not because she would be angry, 
but because she was so… well… good.

Linda became my right hand 
and understudy, and we became close 
friends and confidants. Within two 
years we promoted her out of our 
unit, where she headed up her own 
department in charge of new product 
training, a position in which we would 
still have some contact. Our relation-
ship grew in the way whereby two 
individuals develop complete trust, 
confidence and affection for each 
other. An unbroken bond had been 
established. Conversely, a different 
kind of bond, an imprisoning chain, if 
you will, was severed.

Prior to meeting Linda, I never 
felt any closure at all about losing 
Marianne, and I never really overcame 
the sense of longing and failure. I was 
sure no one would fill that empty part 
of me. But Linda did that and more. I 
had finally moved on.

Every intimate relationship 
that evolves out of friendship has its 
moment when, no matter how much 
you both may have a deep knowledge 
that something special is happening, 
something is said or done that breaks 
the knowing silence. In our case that 
moment came about one early evening 
when our two teams were working on 
a project together, and I was tasked 
with working through some diffi-
cult people issues, one involving a 
serious personal issue that one of the 
employees I had just transferred to 
Linda was having. We sorted through 
the issue with the employee, trying our 
best to accommodate the person and 
also work out the individual’s travel 
assignments. The meeting was long 
and painful, requiring great sensitivity 
and thoughtfulness by all concerned. 
Fortunately, it ended reasonably well 
for all parties.

On the way out of the meeting, 
this women whom I had now known 
for years and was secretly in love with, 
and with whom I had never exchanged 
so much as a kiss on the cheek, walked 
up to me, kissed me on the cheek and 
said, simply “you are so beautiful.” 
No one had ever said anything like 
this to me, much less after a business 
meeting. I asked her why she did that. 
She replied how she admired what 

she called my fair and compassionate 
behavior, and that it was typical of me, 
and why she was drawn to me.

The moment had greater signifi-
cance though. True, it was obvious, if 
tacitly so, that we were falling in love 
with each other, and that this little kiss 
and comment broke some very thick 
ice. More importantly, this moment 
defined what her love did and would 
do for me. Linda, before that moment, 
and for many years after, taught me 
how to love myself.

After four years of therapy and 
fighting depression I was much better. 
I had stopped hating myself and 
learned skills that help me deal with 
life and fight off the blahs through 
this very day. But loving yourself, really 
valuing who you are, one’s own essence, 
is a huge step. Some can come to it 
alone, I am sure. But seeing yourself in 
the mirror through the eyes of a loving 
partner whose opinions you value and 
respect, and who so clearly loves you 
for yourself, is transformative.

Linda became my best friend. She 
also taught me a lesson that I share 
now with anyone who cares to hold on 
to it. There is no better love than that 
which teaches you to love yourself.

Bob Marrone is the host of a Monday to 
Friday local morning talk show heard on 
WVOX-1460 AM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Fifty-Three – Love Thyself

By JOHN SIMON
Edward Albee has 
written three plays 
that matter (and many 
that don’t) of which 
“Who’s Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf?” now imported in the 
Steppenwolf Theater production from 
Chicago may well be the best. This 
revival surpasses previous ones I have 
seen, and, though rather different, is 
worthy of the famous 1962 original.

It is about two faculty couples at a 
small New England college—George 
and Martha, Nick and Honey—where, 
at a party, Martha, daughter of the 
college president, invited the younger 
pair for a post-party get-together 
of abundant drinking, intensifying 
hostility, emotional violence and 

startling revelations from 2 A.M. 
onward. The flow of liquor brings out 
all sorts of aggression, exposure, humili-
ation and painful self-discovery.

Most incisively nasty is George, 
followed closely by wife Martha; most 
humiliated is Honey, followed closely 
by husband Nick. Most spectacular is 
the no-holds-barred sparring between 

the older couple; a close second is the 
ravaging of the younger couple, who 
also self-destruct. We get a mixture of 
prickly wit, cuttingly or touchingly true 
dialogue, and often staggering savagery. 
Where the current mounting, resource-
fully directed by Pam MacKinnon, is 
most original is in its greater physi-
cality, approximating wrestling bouts. 

Surprisingly, it works.
It is thought that the models for 

this violent quartet were real-life friends 
and homosexual lovers: Albee, the 
composer Bill Flanagan, the budding 
playwright Terrence McNally and the 
young actor Bobby Drivas, transmuted 
into heterosexuals. Some critics chafed 
at what they considered a dishonest 
transmogrification.

A major plot element involves 
George and Martha’s imaginary son, 
which could be dismissively interpreted 
as a gay couple’s imaginary attempt at 
parenthood. Oddly enough, it seems 
heterosexually plausible. Less believ-
able is the amount of liquor consumed 
without producing falling-down 
drunkenness, but let’s call it alcoholic as 
well as poetic license.

What helps hugely, besides the 
inventive staging, is superlative acting. 
As George. Tracy Letts (better known 
as the author of “August: Osage 

County” and other plays) is patently 
persuasive as an undistinguished history 
prof, unhappily indebted to his father-
in-law’s presidency and target of his 
wife’s sarcasm. He manages to make 
verbal sadism both funny and fright-
ening. As Martha, Amy Morton is 
wonderfully balanced on the razor’s 
edge between stinging attack and covert 
vulnerability, or, if you prefer, comedy 
and pathos.

No less effective in their somewhat 
secondary roles are Madison Dirks as 
the seemingly unassuming but fiercely 
ambitious Nick, and Carrie Coon as 
the superficially jolly but deeply inse-
cure Honey. Academic and spousal 
infighting comes to grotesque and 
grueling life thanks to this fine acting 
ensemble.

Compelling, too, is Todd 
Rosenthal’s book-bestrewn set, with 
Nan Cibula’s costumes and Allen Lee 

Albee and Friel
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Madison Dirks, Tracy Letts 
and Amy Morton.

Tracy Letts, Amy Morton, Madison 
Dirks and Carrie Coon.
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Hughes’s lighting no less apt. For some 
three hours, the play holds our unflag-
ging interest. It displays Albee at the 
height of his gifts for sneering and 
bitchiness, which here emerge as potent 
dramatic ingredients.

For information about individual 
ticket sales call (212) 239-6200. If you 
reside outside of the NY metro area, call 
(800) 432-7250.

The Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company ensemble performs the 
Edward Albee classic at the Booth 
Theatre, 222 West 45th Street, between 
Broadway and 8th Avenue, New York, 
NY 10036.  Click here for a map. Box 
Office Hours:  Monday - Saturday: 
10am - 8pm;  Sunday: Noon - 6pm. 
The running time is approximately 
3 hours, including two 10-minute 
intermissions.

The Freedom of the City
Brian Friel, the Irish author of four 

masterpieces, is, in “The Freedom of 
the City” at his less distinctive though 
not dismissible second best. The 
subject is Bloody Sunday (January 30, 
1972), when British soldiers opened 
fire on peaceful civil-rights marchers 

in Londonderry, killing an unarmed 
thirteen. An English commission’s 
subsequent investigation found offi-
cers and soldiers totally guiltless. Only 
in 2010 did a reinvestigation reverse 
the initial findings and result in belated 
apology.

Friel has created three characters 
who, in the tumult, seek refuge in the 
nearby Guild Hall, chancing on the 
mayor’s private quarters. We know 
from the play’s start that they will be 
shot upon exiting their temporary 
shelter arms held high; what Friel 
supplies are imaginary characteriza-
tions and presumed conversation, 
interspersed with scenes of the biased 
post-mortem trial.

The three are Lily, an uneducated 
but perky and optimistic housewife, 
mother of eleven; Michael, a charis-
matic but naïve idealist, who counts on 
justice for the innocent protesters; and 
Skinner, a ne’er-do-well and ironist, 
who, though feckless, is often right. 
They enjoy guzzling the mayor’s liquor 
and rummaging in his papers, but 

wreak no harm and are intermittently 
droll or sweetly deluded.

Some of this, though, is a trifle too 
obvious, some of it a bit remote, not up 
to Friel’s most engaging language or 
most efflorescent wit. There is nothing 
wrong, however, with the acting of 
Cara Seymour (Lily), Joseph Sicora 
(Skinner), James Russell (Michael) 
and John C, Vennema (the English 
judge). Nor with the fairly large 
supporting cast, pertinently directed 
by Ciaran O’Reilly, the Irish Repertory 
Theatre’s producing director.

There is nice set design by 
Charlie Corcoran, centering on an 
impressive stained-glass window, and 
David Toser’s costumes, like Michael 
Gottlieb’s lighting, are inconspicuously 
appropriate. Perhaps only Christa 
Scott-Reed’s American sociology 
professor (a male role in the text) is 
slightly caricatural. Too bad only that 
this worthy play is not up to such Friel 
masterworks as “Philadelphia, Here I 
Come,” “Translations,” “Faith Healer” 
and “Molly Sweeney.”

Irish Repertory Theatre, 132 W. 
22nd St., New York, NY 10011

Ticket Price: $55-$65
Ticket Information: Box Office: 

212-727-2737; http://www.irishrep.org
Photos of Edward Albee’s “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?” stage production by and 
courtesy of Michael Brosilow.
John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, 
Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com

Albee and Friel
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LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

By BARBARA 
BARTON SLOANE
Snuggled in a cushy 
lounge chair set smack 
in front of my private 
cabana, eyes closed, a 

gentle voice cut through my blissful 
trance. “My lady, what can I get 
you….a Bloody Mary or a Bellini, 
perhaps?” Pausing for about a nano-
second, I gazed up at my Cabana 
Butler and murmured, “Champagne, 
please.”

At the Boca Raton Resort & Club 
in Florida, I experienced three days of 
utter and total relaxation, paired with 
pampering in Spa Palazzo’s palatial 
gardens and dining each evening at 
a different world-class restaurant. 
Among the resort’s past guests, there 
have been many bold-faced names 
such as President Clinton, British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Queen 
Silvia of Sweden and her daughter 
Princess Madeline; now I was having 
my very own princess-turn at this 
singular resort.

Addison Mizner, a self-taught 
architect, came to Boca Raton in 1925 
with a vision to create the “greatest 
resort in the world.” Mizner designed 
this elegant structure in an imaginative, 

pseudo-Spanish style with courtyards 
and embellished it with his private 
collection of rare antiques from old 
churches and universities in Spain 
and Central America. The resort 
sits on a 356-acre spread with two 
18-hole golf courses and 30 tennis 
courts, near the heart of downtown 
Boca Raton and 40 minutes from the 
Fort Lauderdale airport. After under-
going a $120 Million renovation in 
2009, this 86-year old Grande Dame 
of South Florida now encompasses 
1,047 rooms, numerous gourmet 
dining options, several outdoor pools, 
seven meeting rooms, private poolside 

cabanas and Camp Boca, a compre-
hensive children’s program, making 
it one of the country’s premier luxury 
destinations and redefining the quint-
essential beach resort with a fresh 
approach - the concept of “barefoot 
elegance.”

Spaaaaaaah
Elegance was truly the name 

of the game at the aforementioned 
private cabana. My view overlooked 
the pool and the ocean. Throughout 
the day, I was visited by my personal 
butler who brought me lunch, water, 
and yes, more Champagne. Inside my 

cabana, I had a flat screen TV, dining 
table, mini-bar and full bath with 
shower. Feeling every bit the princess, 
I nonetheless had to rouse from this 
idyll and get myself to Spa Palazzo 
where I was scheduled for a treatment. 
The spa is a huge 50,000 square feet, 
its design inspired by the Alhambra 
Palace in Spain – all carved stone, 
smooth marble, elaborate mosaics 
and secret gardens. My treatment was 
called the Therapeutic Trilogy no less, 

based on a centuries-old European 
tradition. I was wrapped in Spirulina 
seaweed, then bathed in healing waters 
and finally massaged with an applica-
tion of marine firming cream mixed 
with lavender oil – all with the purpose 
of detoxifying and relaxing. However, 
from the time I became a guest of this 
resort, relaxation has defined me, so, 
though the treatment was somewhat 
redundant, it was also simply sublime.

The Resort’s pool bathed in pink.

What’s Pink and White and Grand All Over?
The Boca Raton Resort & Club!

Continued on page 16

http://virginiawoolfbroadway.com//index.php?cID=131
http://theater.nytimes.com/show/74920/The-Freedom-of-the-City/venue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
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My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADVERT ISEMENT

914.630.1928
By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

ADVERT ISEMENT

Addison Mizner’s elegant structure. Kids digging for treasures on the Resort beach. View from a Balcony Suite.

Go Fly a Kite (not)
Next day, feeling slightly guilty 

about all that relaxation, it was 
incumbent on me to check out 
some of the resort’s many activities. 
For example, I had the option of 
working out at one of three state-of-
the-art fitness centers (open around 
the clock,) dipping in one of its 
pools, “walking on water” in an air-
filled water ball, stargazing through 

a high-powered GPS telescope, 
or, yes, flying a kite. Organized by 
Randy Lowe, the Boca Beach Club’s 
kite concierge (seriously), you can 
choose from his $100,000 collection 
of “show kites” and do your thing on 
the beach, a perfect backdrop for this 
activity. I chose to forgo this idea, as I 
felt the strong call of the sea.

Just Sun and Sea and Me!
 I sauntered down to the 

Intracoastal Waterway to hop 
aboard a 55-foot catamaran, the 
“Island Breeze,” in the hands of 
genial Captain Charlie and his crew. 
As we sailed for over two hours from 
the waterway and on into the ocean, 
we dined on munchies and good 
wine while lolling on comfortable 
cushions and sighting three leaping 
dolphins and a school of flying 
fish. My guilt from a lazy yesterday 
– Gone!

As I took a last look at my 
elegant room, its floor to ceiling 

windows and the view of the ocean 
beyond, the time had come for me to 
stroll one last time through the chic 
and stylish lobby of Venetian plaster, 
stone and alabaster and the infinity 
pool sparkling in refracted sunlight, 
to the check-out desk. Just then I 
recalled Captain Charlie’s words 
as he gazed out over the calm, blue 
sea and gleefully declared: “Life is 
Good!” After my Boca Raton Resort 
& Club experience and channeling 
once more my inner-Princess, I 
thought: yes, my sentiment exactly.

If You Go:
Boca Raton Resort & Club, 

www.bocaresort.com

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
is constantly globe-hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; 
from the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty 
/ Fashion Editor she keeps us informed 
on the capricious and engaging fashion 
and beauty scene.

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

What’s Pink and White and Grand All Over?
Continued from page 15

By ROGER WITHERSPOON
Robert Aleksick was 
emphatic.

“FAC is like 
roaches,” he said, 
spreading his arms wide 

in a gesture of exasperation. “Where 
you see one, there are bound to be 

more hidden away.”
Aleksick should know about these 

hidden pests. As president of CSI 
Technologies, Inc., he is one of the 
nation’s foremost experts on FACs, or 
Flow Assisted Corrosion, a condition 
of degradation on the inside of pipes 
carrying superheated, radioactive water 

under high pressure conditions. If 
undetected, FACs could lead to pipe 
ruptures and, in a worse case, loss of 
coolant to a nuclear reactor.

Whether or not technicians at 
the Indian Point nuclear power plants 
could spot where those roaches or 
FACs could be hiding, or predict 

where they might try to hide over 
the next 20 years was the subject of 
an intense dispute at the opening of 
months of judicial hearings last week. 
A three judge panel of the Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board, meeting 
in Tarrytown, is wading through 
arguments over a dozen challenges to 

applications from Entergy Nuclear to 
renew the licenses of its twin plants, 
Indian Point 2 and 3, for another 20 
years. Entergy purchased Indian Point 
2 from Consolidated Edison and 
Indian Point 3 from the New York 
Power Authority in 2000, and their 

A Question of Competence: Will Indian Point be Safe for Decades?
 ENERGY MATTERS

Continued on page 17
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current 40-year licenses expire in 2013 
and 2015, respectively. The board’s 
findings will be presented to the five 
members of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, who can accept or reject 
their ruling.

The challenges, buttressed by 
more than 1,400 exhibits, were filed 
by the New York Attorney General’s 
office, and the non-profit envi-
ronmental groups Clearwater and 
Riverkeeper. New York’s challenges, 
or contentions, are backed up by 
Connecticut Attorney General Robert 
Snook, whose office is also represented 
at the legal proceeding.

Collectively, the contentions chal-
lenge different aspects of Entergy’s 
plans for ensuring the safe operation 
of the twin nuclear reactors over the 
next 20 years and the maintenance of 
the spent fuel pool for decades after 
the plants finally retire. Under current 
NRC rules, the highly radioactive 
fuel rods could sit at the plant site for 
a century after the plants shut down, 
whether or not Entergy, as a company, 
is still in existence and capable of 
taking care of them.

The opening arguments presented 
a sharp contrast between the confi-
dence Entergy has in its approach 
to long term management of ageing 
pipes and wiring, and the skepti-
cism the state of New York and the 
environmental groups have in those 
monitoring systems.

Aleksick, an expert witness for 
Entergy, dueled with Joram Hopenfeld, 
who testified for Riverkeeper and 
Clearwater that the primary system 
for predicting and detecting deterio-
ration in the wall thickness in critical 
pipe systems was flawed. Hopenfeld 
a specialist in pipe corrosion, who 
once worked for the NRC, pointed 
to the results of sonic tests by Entergy 
showing wall thickness readings of 1.3 
inches and .5 inches in a curve in a 
1.5-inch thick pipe.

Hopenfeld said the data supplied 
by Entergy showed that “the tests 
Entergy is relying on are designed to 
show overall averages. But the actual 
sonic tests show there is uneven wear 
due to FAC and the pipe is not going 
to hold.”

But Aleksick said the uneven read-
ings were due to lamination, or flaws 
in the metal, which caused the sonic 
probe to bounce back prematurely. 

“When you come across lamination,” 
Aleksick said, “it will give an erroneous 
reading. The example here of different 
thicknesses is due to lamination, not to 
actual wall thinning.

“I completely reject the assertion 
that this data set represents huge varia-
tions in the thickness and strength of 
the pipe wall.”

Whenever Entergy’s ultra-
sound probes find apparent variation, 
Aleksick explained, the company 
proceeds with a series of more exten-
sive tests to determine for certain if the 
pipe wall has been corroded or if the 
metal has flaws that are similar to the 
way knots in a tree trunk would mar 
the symmetry of the wood.

The argument seemed to resonate 
with Judge Richard Wardwell, who 
holds a doctorate in civil engineering 
from Colorado State University and 
has served as Maine’s Chair of the 
Board of Environmental Protection.

“It seems to me that this is an 
anomaly,” said Wardwell to Hopenfeld. 
“I’m thinking that what we heard from 
Entergy was that they took the data, 
looked at the anomaly, and they don’t 
believe that it measures wall thickness. 
I am struggling to see how you arrive at 
the different conclusion.”

Undeterred, Hopenfeld asked 
“supposed you were buying a new 
piping system for your home, Judge, 
and the plumbing company said they 
have this pipe system, but there were 
anomalies in the metal pipes wall and 
the probes could not be relied upon to 
tell you how they were holding up over 
time. Would you buy it?”

It was a question which Wardwell, 
in his capacity as a law judge, could 
not answer. But the protracted 
exchange typified the complexity and 

minutiae facing he and his colleagues 
– Lawrence McDade, panel chairman 
and a former Department of Justice 
attorney specializing in hazardous 
substances; and Michael Kennedy, 
who holds a doctorate in nuclear 
engineering from the University of 
Virginia, and spent 30 years in the 
nuclear industry specializing in safety 
issues associated with light water reac-
tors. McDade made it clear early on 
that the panel intended to hear all 
arguments, rather than allow either 
side to use technicalities to block argu-
ments from their opponents.

As the hearings opened, 
Clearwater and Riverkeeper sought 
to withdraw a contention dealing with 
the negative impact the plants’ once-
through cooling system has on the 
Hudson River’s aquatic environment. 
Manna Jo Greene, environmental 

director for Clearwater, said that after 
three months of negotiations, they had 
reached an agreement with Entergy to 
drop their challenge if the company 
agreed to monitor water and fish in 
Haverstraw Bay, on the opposite side 
of the river from the plants. Currently, 
the plant monitors fish upstream and 

at the plant site itself where the water 
is discharged.

Indian Point is the state’s largest 
water user, pulling some 2.5 billion 
gallons of water daily from the river, 
nearly double the 1.3 billion gallons 
used by the nine million residents 
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and visitors to New York City and 
Westchester County daily. The plants 
then run the river water through a 
heat exchanger to cool the steam used 
to turn its 40-ton, electric generating 
turbine. The heated water is then 
returned to the river. In the process, 
billions of fish are sucked into the 
plant’s 40-foot-wide intake pipes and 
killed. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service stated in an analysis that Indian 
Point’s massive fish kills are more to 
blame for declines in commercial fish 
stocks along the North Atlantic coastal 
seaboard than overfishing from factory 
fleets.

Those fish kills are the subject 
of a separate hearing before the 
state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, which has stated it will 
deny Indian Point a water use permit 
unless it changes to a closed cycle 
cooling system, which employs a radi-
ator-like installation to recycle water. 
That system would drop the amount 
of water used and fish killed by 95%.

“Our board thought long and 
hard about this,” said Greene. “But in 
the end we had to look at what was the 

most economic thing for us to do. It 
costs a lot of money to fight Entergy 
and the state has a significant chal-
lenge here covering pretty much all of 
the issues.”

Riverkeeper President Paul Gallay 
said his organization needed to “get 
the biggest bang for their buck” and 
concurred in the decision to negotiate 
an agreement on this issue.

Their request, however, was not 
immediately accepted. Judge McDade 
to first talk with the town of Cortlandt 
and get their input. No decision would 
be made until Cortlandt agreed with 
the decision. It was a strong signal from 
the bench that the judicial trio believed 
the public has a significant stake in the 
outcome of these proceedings.

The decision of Clearwater and 
Riverkeeper to seek a settlement, 
where possible, was not a total surprise. 
The NRC has approved the first 70 
license renewal requests with no prob-
lems and no state opposition. All four 
of the nuclear plants in New Jersey, 
for example, were approved within 
two years because the state supported 
them.

Norm Cohen, head of the 

non-profit group, Salem Watch, said 
“we could not afford to challenge 
PSEG and Exelon,” the owners and 
operators of Hope and Oyster Creek, 
Salem 1 and 2 nuclear power plants.

“We had to limit our role to that 
of watchdogs.”

By contrast, the New York 
Attorney General, under Andrew 
Cuomo, set up an environmental 
division which has grown to some 
28 members and has a budget to hire 
expert consultants including physicists, 
mathematicians, meteorologists, and 
even volcanologists to wade through 
the technical aspects of nuclear 
power plant operations. When Eric 
Schneiderman took over thee office 
after Cuomo became governor, he 
expanded the environmental division. 
As a result, Entergy has been fighting a 
protracted legal dispute to renew their 
licenses for more than five years.

A key part of the state’s chal-
lenge involves the Severe Accident 
Mitigation Assessment, a 300-page 
document in which nuclear plant 
operators look at the possible impacts 
stemming from a reactor meltdown 
and the steps they can take to minimize 

the damage should that accident occur.
While all nuclear plants have 

been required to have SAMAs as 
part of their license, the NRC never 
examined them in detail before the 
multiple reactor meltdowns at Japan’s 
Fukushima reactors last year. The 
NRC found inadequacies in many of 
them.

At Indian Point, for example, 
the NRC found that while its reactor 
building was designed to withstand an 
earthquake of a magnitude 5.2, its fire 
equipment was in a concrete building 
that was not designed to withstand 
such an earthquake, nor were the 
water mains coming into the site from 
the town of Buchanan. As a result, if 
an earthquake caused a fire at Indian 
Point, the reactor building could 
survive, but there might not be any 
water to put the fire out or any usable 
equipment to fight a fire with.

In one major contention, the 
nuclear group in the NY Attorney 
General’s office, led by John Sipos, found 
that Entergy’s contention that a melt-
down would cost about $403 million per 
square mile was flawed because:

The company claimed through its 
mathematical meteorological models 
that winds from the east and west 

cancelled each other out, and winds 
blowing south to north were so predom-
inant that they only had to consider the 
impact of radioactive fallout along the 
upper Hudson River. If so, that would 
exclude possible contamination of New 
York City, Connecticut as far east as 
Hartford; New Jersey south to Newark 
Airport; and across the Delaware Water 
Gap into the Pennsylvania Poconos. 
New York contends that the winds, in 
fact, blow in all directions and contami-
nation would impact urban New York 
City, costing trillions of dollars to clean 
up.

Entergy contends that most of 
the heavy radioactive elements in an 
escaping radiation cloud would fall 
out within the first few miles, thus 
minimizing the extent and cost of the 
most rigorous cleanup. The Attorney 
General’s office states that experi-
ence from Chernobyl and Fukushima 
clearly show that that is not true and all 
of the region would be at risk.

The hearings will continue in 
Tarrytown this week and then will 
break until December 10.

--Roger Witherspoon writes Energy 
Matters at www.RogerWitherspoon.
com 
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GOVERNMENTSection
By MARY C. MARVIN
The unsustainability 
of the New York State 
pension system has 
now hit very close to 
home as our neigh-

bors in the City of Peekskill struggle 
to close the gap caused by staggering 
pension obligations.

Peekskill’s proposed 2013 budget 
was released last week and calls for the 
elimination of 40 full and part time 
city jobs in order to absorb a pension 
obligation that will increase 40% in 
just one year from $2.2 million to $5 
million in the next budget. Even the 
most solid financial plan cannot antici-
pate a 40% increase in one line item.

I offer the Rhode Island approach, 
both for the substantive and stylistic 
approach for reshaping ballooning 
pension obligations, as a model for 

New York. Now we just need one of 
our politicians to come forward as a 
statesman and confront the problem in 
the same manner as Gina Raimondo, 
the Treasurer of Rhode Island.

Raimondo, 41, a Yale Law 
School graduate, Rhodes Scholar 
and daughter of two proud union 
members, was running a successful 
venture capital firm in her native 
Rhode Island when she observed all 
the public services she used as a child 
disappearing to cover the budget gaps 
caused by escalating pension costs.

So, she entered the political arena 
and only one year after her 2010 elec-
tion, she had persuaded a Democratic 
legislature and a Republican turned 
Independent Governor to enact 
pension reform that cut the State’s 
unfunded pension liability in half, and 
will result in a $4 billion savings in just 

20 years.
The agreed upon reform measures 

included delaying retirement age, 
suspending cost of living increases 
and creating a hybrid fund that shared 
investment risk. The state now guaran-
tees part of each pension and a 401(k) 
style plan makes up the rest.

Unlike the plan in Wisconsin, 
which exempted police and firemen, 
creating a disproportionate burden on 
all other public sector workers or New 
York’s watered down Tier 6 plan which 
only affects the newly hired, all Rhode 
Island state employees are affected 
equally from the judges on down.

Rhode Island was in a particularly 
perilous position prior to Treasurer 
Raimondo’s arrival. The system 
covered just 47% of future pension 
obligations, one of the nation’s lowest 
funding levels, and there were fewer 

current state workers paying into the 
Rhode Island pension system than 
retired workers collecting from it.

Stylistically, Ms. Raimondo never 
promised anything to any group, only 
to be honest and engage them every 
step of the way.

The Rhode Island approach – face 
the facts; get everyone to the table; 
look to solve the problem and not 
demonize the participants - could 
serve New York well.

Being the daughter of two union 
members, Ms. Raimondo knew that 
those receiving pensions should not be 
used as “the whipping boy” for poorly 
managed systems and unrealistic 
benefits granted by politicians seeking 
re-election and pensions themselves.

Public employees did not make 
the rules. They took jobs with a built-
in set of expectations and every right 
to believe they would be honored. Also, 
the rare “pension abuser” should not be 
championed to inflame the taxpayers 

as they are few and far between.
The Rhode Island Treasurer also 

spoke in concrete terms knowing we 
all tend to glaze over when discussing 
unfunded benefit equations and 
mathematical formulas. Rather, she 
explained that without reform, prop-
erty taxes would rise in perpetuity, and 
services such as library hours, after 
school programs, bus routes and recre-
ational programs would be severely 
curtailed – a permutation of which 
has happened in every community 
including our own.

She also correctly realized that to 
have an engine of economic growth 
and in turn reduce unemployment 
(at the time of the reforms, Rhode 
Island’s unemployment rate was 
10.8%, the third highest in the nation), 
communities must have good schools, 
libraries, social programs and solid 
infrastructure.

Not surprisingly, the Rhode 
Island reforms were not embraced by 

Struggling Under Pension Obligations
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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 LEGISLATIONMAYOR MARVIN

GREENBURGH, NY -- New York 
State Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(92nd AD) is filing legislation to 
require the installation of truck barriers 
at certain Hutchinson River Parkway 
entrances to deter oversized commer-
cial vehicles from entering the parkway.

“Barely a day goes by without 
a tractor trailer wandering onto a 
Westchester passenger-vehicle-only 
parkway—over 500 a year,” said 
Abinanti. “Signs are not enough—we 
need physical structures to alert trucks 
to keep off the Hutchinson River 
Parkway.”

Abinanti’s proposed law 
would require the Department of 
Transportation to determine which 
Hutchinson River Parkway entrances 
are most frequently used by over-
sized commercial vehicles and to 
install height-restrictor bars across the 

entrances to discourage trucks from 
entering the parkway.

Abinanti noted that similar 

height barriers are already used by 
private industry to keep large and 
heavy vehicles out of parking lots and 

other low-ceiling structures and away 
from other places where they are not 
wanted. A similar physical device 
stretches across the northbound lanes 
of the Henry Hudson Parkway in 
Manhattan. Abinanti first suggested 
installing these physical warning 
devices in 2001 to protect the Bronx 
River Parkway when he was a 
Westchester County Board Legislator.

“Trucks on parkways are a hazard 
to the road, to bridges and to passenger 
vehicles,” said the Westchester 
Assemblyman. “Barriers work well in 
the private sector and they’ll work well 
in the public sector.”

“Generally government tries 
to remove barriers,” Abinanti said. 
“However, in some cases erecting them 
is good policy and good sense.”

 

Abinanti Files Legislation for Height-Check Devices to Deter Trucks at Hutchinson River Parkway Entrances

Height check device.

all constituent groups and the pending 
court challenges will likely have 
national implications as other states 
follow suit. As Ms. Raimondo said, “I 
expect other states to follow because 
they have to.”

I would argue whichever politi-
cian in New York has the foresight and 
courage to address this problem here at 
home is the true friend of the public 
sector employee, because without 
reform, our current system is simply 
unsustainable long term.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Struggling Under 
Pension Obligations
Continued from page 18

THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY – Brace 
yourself for another 
Albany scheme. 
Despite yielding 
convicted felons and 

secret payoffs to quell controversies, 
such as the assembly’s Gropez scandal, 
legislators are seeking to fatten their 
wallets post-election with a whopping 
pay increase.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo admitted 
that legislators may have an interest 
in a pay raise on Tuesday. However, 
he said he “would not even consider” 
supporting a pay raise for state legis-
lators this year unless they passed the 
“people’s agenda.”

Cuomo said he would not discuss 
a pay raise with lawmakers unless 
they consider a minimum-wage 
increase and possibly decriminalizing 
the possession of small amounts of 
marijuana.

Reaction from the public:
John Walters from Oswego 

County balked at any legislator getting 
a pay raise. John was in Albany for a 
medical conference.

Mary Williams was visiting 
Albany’s New York State Museum 
with her elderly mother, Beth. Both 
were perplexed about why Cuomo 
would even consider approving a legis-
lative pay raise.

Despite growing public objection, 
Cuomo and lawmakers are expected 
to hold a special session after the 
November elections, yet before the end 
of the year.

“We have a legislative agenda that 
did not get passed, which is the priority 
for me,” Cuomo said. “And if there is 
an opportunity for the Legislature to 
act, I’m going to be looking for them 
to act on the people’s agenda.

Cuomo said New Yorkers 
need a raise of the minimum wage. 
Democratic lawmakers this year 
sought to raise the wage from $7.25 
an hour to $8.50 an hour. The measure 
stalled in the Republican-led Senate, 
and Cuomo didn’t push for the 
increase.

Gov. Cuomo also said he wants 
lawmakers to look into “ending the 
injustices on stop and frisk.” He was 
referring to a New York City policy 
that allows police officers to stop 
citizens and ask them to empty their 
pockets, which can lead to arrests for 
the possession of a small amount of 
marijuana.

The Republican-led Senate hasn’t 
supported a pay raise, a minimum-
wage increase or the marijuana bill.

In an unusual twist, Cuomo said 
there would be no budget-related 
issues to address in a special session, 
though the state faces a manageable 
gap of $1 billion for the 2013-14 fiscal 

year, which starts April 1.
The Democratic governor said if 

legislators want more money, they have 
to earn it.

Yet we know how politics works 
around here. An ambitious governor 
needs results, not roadblocks.

Can you smell a compromise? We 
can.

Lawmakers earn a base pay of 
$79,500, and most receive more for 
leadership positions. They also receive 
$165 a day for food and lodging for 
every day they are in Albany.

In defense, the Legislature 
hasn’t received a pay raise since 1999. 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
D-Manhattan, has argued in favor 
of a pay raise, but Cuomo hasn’t said 
specifically if he would support one.

Some Albany insiders close to 
discussions on this matter indicated 
that legislators will pitch a base six 
figure salary. Others state a higher 
amount may be possible if it includes 
a provision that requires legislators to 
work full-time.

The Senate’s Republican majority 
and the Assembly’s Democratic 
majority in written statements 
continued to avoid confirming or 
denying any plans for a pay raise 
proposal, which would include raises 
for top Cuomo administration staff.

Senate Republican leader Dean 

Albany to Open Its Treasure Chest
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Skelos’ spokesman Scott Reif said, 
“Senator Skelos and the governor have 
not discussed any issues related to a 
potential special session.”

Just to remind the public, it was 
only last week that yet another legis-
lator, former Senator Pedro Espada, 
Jr. pled guilty in federal court to tax 
evasion charges.

Another current Senator, Shirley 
Huntley, who lost her election in the 
September primary was indicted for 
tampering with evidence, among other 
charges.

Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany 
Correspondent column. Direct comments 
and inquiry to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

By Dr. NASEER ALOMARI
As expected, the 
Syrian civil war 
seems more likely 
than ever to spill 
into Lebanon. The 

assassination of Maj. Gen. 
Wissam Al-Hassan, who headed 
the Information Department of 
the Internal Security Forces, is a 
potential trigger for the Lebanese 
internal conflict.

Wissam Al-Hassan is viewed 
as an anti-Assad figure whose 
assassination was immediately 
blamed on the Syrian regime and 

its supporters in Lebanon.
If Lebanon is to slip into 

sectarian violence, the scale of 
death and destruction is likely to 
obscure that in Syria because of 
several factors:

The first is that sectarianism 
is more intense in Lebanon than 
Syria and the conflict can quickly 
spread, as was the case during the 
Lebanese Civil war.

The second factor is that the 
Syria regime will do what it can to 
escalate the violence in Lebanon 
in order to reduce the pressure 
on itself by getting its allies more 

actively involved in the conflict.
Containing a potential 

Lebanese civil war will be virtually 
impossible in light of the current 
violence engulfing Syria. This is 
specifically because no regional 
power will have any leverage to 
stop it, as Syria was able to do 
during the last Lebanese civil war.

The third factor is that Iran 
will freely operate in Lebanon 
in case the central government 
collapses so as to break out of the 
political and economic pressures 
which have intensified as a result 
of Western sanctions.

Dragging Lebanon into 
sectarian violence may very well 
be a vicious plan to broaden the 
conflict and bring it to a full-scale 
regional war designed to reduce the 
pressure on the Syrian regime by 
shifting the focus on more fronts.

Dr. Naseer Alomari is a political 
analyst whose linguistic capacity and 
familiarity with different peoples in 
the Islamic world, from Morocco 
to Indonesia, coupled with his role 
as a principal in Yonkers and an 
American educational background 
makes him the perfect translator of 
events and sensibilities beyond the 
“Fault Lines” on the ground.

The Arab Spring Arrives in Lebanon
FAULT LINESLINESALBANY

Treasure Chest
Continued from page 19

ANALYSIS

By HEZI ARIS
Yonkers City Council 
committee meetings 
usually shed light on 
a panoply of issues 
and concern. The 
one area to which no 

advance knowledge is afforded is the 
rare circumstances in which executive 
sessions are called to discuss such issues 
as personnel. An executive session was 
called into order yesterday night to that 

very concern. Who was the individual 
over whom the executive session was 
called to order? Familiarity of the players 
and those excluded from the meeting 
revealed Waldo to be none other than 
Yonkers City Clerk Jose Alvarado.

Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick announced everyone 
was to exit the City Council 
Conference Room but Yonkers City 
Councilmembers and Corporation 
Counsel. City Council Aides were not 
permitted to stay. Yonkers City Clerk 

Alvarado , 1st Deputy Vincent Spano, 
and 2nd Deputy Michael Ramondelli 
had to depart the room. No media, to 
which only the Yonkers Tribune / The 
Westchester Guardian was present.

It was only the doors to the City 
Council Room were in active discus-
sion, ensconced in the executive session, 
that the ghost of Sherlock Holmes took 
hold of my mind.

Randall McLaughlin, Esq., 
legal counsel to Jose Alvarado was 
engaged in discussion with his client. 

This reporter does not remember 
ever seeing Mr McLaughlin at any 
meeting conducted by the Yonkers 
City Counsel or its ancillary meetings. 
Juxtaposed to his unusual presence, Mr 
McLaughlin’s wife, Debra Cohen, Esq., 
is often seen in Yonkers, in the Yonkers 
City Council Chambers, at Planning 
Board Meetings, and at Zoning Board 
Meetings, IDA Meetings, among 
others. Both are stellar legal eagles. Mr 
McLaughlin’s presence was present at 
the meeting and he was the anomaly 

that pointed to his client being the 
subject of the Executive Session.

Inquiry Wednesday morning, 
October 17, 2012, of 1st City Clerk 
Vincent Spano, in my search for City 
Clerk Jose Alvarado, had me receive 
notice that Mr Alvarado is on vacation. 
No further explanation was given.

All we are left to say is, “Bon 
Voyage Mr Alvarado!”.

 

EXCLUSIVE: Deductive Reasoning Reveals “Employee” Discussed in Executive Session 

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

By BARY ALYSSA 
JOHNSON
This November voters 
will be electing a 
new addition to the 
Mamaroneck Town 
Council and running 

for this coveted position are Jaine Eney 
(D) and Jay Rubin (R).

One of these candidates will 
join existing Board members Phyllis 
Wittner, Ernest Odierna, Abby Katz, 
Fran Antonelli and Chairwoman 
Nancy Seligson. This group comprises 
the chief legislative body of the Town 
and is in charge of setting policies, 
passing laws and commandeering 
the Town budget. They also serve as 
liaisons to various committees and 
commissions in the Town.

Eney currently serves on the 

Town Board. When Seligson was 
elected Chair, the Board appointed 
Eney to fill the vacancy. On November 
6th, Eney will be running to fill the 
remainder of Seligson’s term, which 
has one year left on it, before she runs 
for a regular 4-year term.

Rubin is running for a 4-year 
term as the only Republican on an 
all-Democrat Board. A resident of 
Larchmont, Rubin is an attorney in a 
solo practice that specializes in trusts 
and estates. He teaches at Fordham 
Law School and maintains that he has 
extensive background and experience 
in the budget process. He served on the 
Board for LMC-TV for 12 years and 
was recently featured in an LMC-TV 
“Meet the Candidates” segment.

“I’d like to see the Board better 
balanced than it is now,” Rubin said. 
“Everybody is a Democrat on the 

Board…that does not encourage 
accessibility and communication. Of 
course it does encourage making deci-
sions by consensus, but consensus isn’t 
always the right way to handle the 
public trust.”

Eney, a residential real estate 
attorney, graduated from Fordham 
Law School cum laude. She has lived 
in Mamaroneck for the past 30+ 
years, having served as the Deputy 
Mayor and a Trustee in the Village 
of Larchmont as well as Chair of the 
Board of Assessment Review of the 
Town of Mamaroneck. Eney is relying 
on her experience and deep roots in the 
community to win this year’s election.

Eney says that being a residen-
tial real estate attorney enables her to 
be conscious of what brings people to 
live in the community and what makes 
them decide to stick around.

“As part of my job I see how 
other communities offer up the same 
services, so it helps me be aware 
of what works and what does not 
work,” Eney said. “[Working with] 
the Village of Larchmont was a 
really good experience because I now 
understand firsthand how the [other] 
Villages work and how they relate to 
the Town [of Mamaroneck].”

Other than his Republican 
perspective, Rubin also has a lot that 
he could potentially bring to the table 
if elected to serve on the Board.

“What I hope to be able to bring 
to office of Councilman is a problem-
solving approach where negotiations 
and the debates that happen over 
issues that arise are based on rational, 
objective criteria rather than on poli-
tics,” he said.

Eney says that a number of things 

make her an attractive candidate for 
the Councilperson position. Among 
them, her deep roots and close ties to 
the community – she raised her chil-
dren in Mamaroneck, has lived there 
for the past three decades, has earned 
her living in the area and has become 
involved in numerous committees and 
commissions. These include member 
of the Town of Mamaroneck Human 
Rights Committee, member of the 
Committee for the 350th Anniversary 
of the Town of Mamaroneck, former 
member of the Chatsworth Avenue 
School PTA, former member of the 
Larchmont Legislative Committee, 
former manager of the Mamaroneck 
High School Hockey Team, and more.

“Having been involved in so many 
organizations, I think that gives me a 
lot of experience and insight into the 
community,” Eney said. “I’m passionate 
about the Town [of Mamaroneck] and 
serving the residents.”

Election Time for New Mamaroneck Town Councilperson
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By BARY ALYSSA 
JOHNSON
According to 17th 
century author and 
philosopher Thomas 
Hobbes, “the law is the 
public conscience.” So 

there’s a lot riding on the legal commu-
nity and its leaders. That makes this 
year’s upcoming election of three new 
judges to the New York State Supreme 
Court a responsibility that voters 
throughout Westchester would do well 
to take seriously.

In September, Judge Loehr 
was designated the candidate of 
choice by the Democratic Party, the 
Independence Party, and the Working 
Family Party Lines.

Loehr will be running against four 
other candidates for three empty seats 
in the state-level 9th Judicial District 
Supreme Court. This district encom-
passes Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, 
Rockland and Westchester Counties.

“There are five main candidates 
[including] three democrats: myself, 
Maria Rosa from Dutchess County and 
Sandra Ciortino from Orange County,” 
Loehr told The Westchester Guardian in 
an interview. “The Republicans have 
Noreen Calderin, and then there’s John 
LaCava.”

In terms of the Democratic candi-
dates, Loehr has the Independence 
and Working Family Party lines, Rosa 
has the Democratic, Independent, 
Conservative and Working Family 
Party lines, and Ciortino has the 
Democratic Party line. For the 
Republicans running, Calderin has the 
Republican and Conservative Party 
lines and LaCava has the Republican, 
Conservative and Independence Party 
lines.

With decades of legal experience 
under his belt, Loehr made sure to note 
during the interview, “I have far more 
active practice experience than any of 
the other judges running.”

Here’s a rundown of that expe-
rience: Loehr graduated from the 
Yonkers Public School System, got his 
Bachelor’s Degree from Manhattan 
College, and went to Fordham 
University Law School. Upon gradu-
ation from law school he became 
Assistant District Attorney in New 
York County, where he engaged in 
trials and appeals of major felony cases. 
He then chose to move on to private 
practice, where he gained 35 years of 
experience in litigation over criminal 
law, personal injury law and zoning law 
in both state and federal courts.

“At the same time I was always 

engaged in a lot of public service,” 
Loehr noted.

Loehr served as a Councilman in 
the City of Yonkers, Mayor of the City 
of Yonkers, Civil Service Commissioner 
and was the first Chairman of the 
Westchester County Solid Waste 
Commission. This commission was 
formed in order to eliminate the influ-
ence of organized crime in the private 
carting industry.

“But I had to resign from that 
[commission] when I was elected 
judge,” Loehr said.

Loehr was first elected to sit as 
a judge for the Westchester County 
Court in 2004, but after a year of doing 
county court work he was made an 
Acting Supreme Court judge. In this 
position he sees over commercial cases 
with a focus on malpractice.

Loehr made it very clear that while 
he does feel passionate about the law, he 
does not get carried away in the passion 
of the cases he presides over.

“[As judges] we’re trained to be 
objective, objectivity is not a problem 
for me,” Loehr said. “I give full attention 
to the case and seeing that the law that 
is applied is the correct law in the case.”

When asked what he hopes to 
achieve during his time on the bench if 
elected, Loehr said he hopes to continue 

serving the law, the litigants, the attor-
neys and the public.

“I’ve got a lifetime of experience in 
law that has prepared me to be a judge,” 
Loehr said. “I understand the needs 
of people that come to the court and 
the importance of cases to them and 
by training and life experience I think 
I’m well-suited to be a judge on the 

Supreme Court.”
When court is not in session, 

Loehr can be found in and around his 
Ardsley home, spending time with his 
wife and six children or engaging in one 
of his many hobbies. He likes to read, 
he enjoys singing, is an avid bicycle rider 
and loves to sail. He is also a licensed 
U.S. Coast Guard Captain & Master.
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CAMPAIGN TRAIL

GOLDENS BRIDGE, NY -- As 
a result of the Supreme Court ruling 
that the MTA Payroll Tax is uncon-
stitutional, Assemblyman Robert J. 
Castelli (R, C) is reminding business 
owners they are eligible for a refund 
from the New York State Department 
of Taxation and Finance. He is urging 
business owners to apply for their 
refunds on their MTA payroll tax 
before the fast-approaching November 
2nd deadlines.

“It’s time for Westchester’s 
taxpayers to take back what is theirs,” 
Castelli said. “The MTA Payroll Tax 
robbed our job creators of money that 
they worked day-in and day-out to 
earn. This is money that is owed to our 
taxpayers and will finally be returned. 
I urge our friends and neighbors who 
were unfairly burdened by this uncon-
stitutional tax to submit their claims 
as soon as possible so that they receive 
every single penny they are owed.”

The court’s ruling is under appeal, 

but should it be upheld, taxpayers 
would be permitted to submit a claim 
for a tax refund of any and all MTA 
Payroll taxes paid. The deadline to 
file a claim on a payment made in 
November of 2009 is November 2, 
2012, in accordance with the three-
year statute of limitations.

Castelli, who has championed 
the full repeal of the MTA Payroll 

Tax and voted for the legislation that 
successfully lifted the tax off the backs 
of schools and 80 percent of small 
businesses, is highlighting the need for 
taxpayers to reclaim their hard-earned 
dollars while there is still time.

To ensure that proper payments 
are made in the event that the court’s 
ruling is upheld, a protective claim may 
be filed through the Department of 

Tax and Finance’s website or by calling 
(518) 485-2392. More information 
regarding this matter and links to the 
electronic form can be found at http://
www.tax.ny.gov/bus/mctmt/mctmt_
legal_proceedings.htm.

Castelli has also been harshly 
critical of the silence by his opponent, 
David Buchwald, on MTA misman-
agement until just this month, when 
he began running for higher office. 
“My opponent, Mr. Buchwald, hand-
picked by Governor Paterson in 2008 
to serve on the MTA Metro North 
board which he now chairs, has been 
deathly silent on the mismanagement 
which caused the 2009 MTA bailout, 
increased fares and fees on New York’s 
commuters and created this job-killing 
payroll tax in the first place during his 
time on the board,” he said.

“Why hasn’t David Buchwald 
spoken out against the payroll tax until 
now, why hasn’t he let commuters and 
business owners know that they are 

eligible for a refund?” Castelli said. 
“Mr. Buchwald has yet to account for 
his lack of leadership on this important 
public service issue.”

Since being elected in February 
of 2010, Assemblyman Castelli has 
fought tirelessly to repeal and refund 
the MTA Payroll Tax. One of his 
first pieces of sponsored legislation 
sought to repeal the tax, and he has 
joined legislators from both parties at 
multiple levels of government to advo-
cate for its elimination.

His efforts have included 
measures to restore fiscal sanity and 
accountability to the MTA, success-
fully advocating for the Comptroller 
to conduct a series of forensic audits of 
the agency, which uncovered wasteful 
expenses such as overtime abuse.

The justice overturned the MTA 
payroll tax because it violates the state 
constitution, since it occurs in only 
12 counties and does not benefit the 
entire state.

Castelli Urges Business Owners to “Cash In on Your MTA Payroll Tax Refund”  before Deadline
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Current County Court Judge Gerald Loehr a Great Candidate for Supreme Court
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CAMPAIGN TRAIL

YONKERS, NY -- 1199 SEIU 
United Healthcare Workers East, a 
275,000-member organization repre-
senting healthcare workers throughout 
New York State, endorsed Senate 
Candidate Assemblyman George 
Latimer for his strong record of 
standing up for the hard working men 
and women of Westchester County.

“We need a real fighter in Albany 
and George Latimer is that fighter. 
George Latimer believes that access to 
affordable health care is a right, not a 
privilege and he understands that this 
state needs an economic system that 

stands up for all New Yorkers,” stated 
Kevin Finnegan, 1199 SEIU Political 
Director. “George Latimer has always 
stood up for the working women 
and men of Westchester and we look 
forward to helping him continue his 
fight for lower taxes, affordable health 
care and higher staffing levels for our 
health centers and hospitals.”

“I am proud to receive the 
endorsement of 1199 SEIU. We owe 
these hard working men and women 
a great debt of gratitude for the critical 
role they play every day in providing 
quality care,” said Assemblyman 

George Latimer. “Working together 
we must ensure that our healthcare 
workers can provide New Yorkers with 
quality affordable healthcare. I look 
forward to working with 1199 SEIU 
as we take on New York’s healthcare 
challenges.”

George Latimer has served as 
a State Assemblyman since 2004. 
Prior that he was a member of 
the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators including two terms as 
Chairman of the Board. During that 
time, Latimer led the board during 
three straight budgets yielding tax cuts 
of nearly 8%. Taxes in Westchester 
County were lower the day George 
left as Chairman than when he began 
that job.

Latimer has continued to gain 

momentum in this crucial race for the 
State Senate. Just last week over 100 
local Westchester women endorsed 
him for his stance on protecting 
women’s rights. Mayor Ed Koch has 
also endorsed Latimer for his record of 
standing up for Westchester taxpayers 
and lowering taxes.

George Latimer has served as 
a State Assemblyman since 2004. 
Prior that he was a member of 
the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators including two terms as 
Chairman of the Board. During that 
time, Latimer led the board during 
three straight budgets yielding tax cuts 
of nearly 8%. Taxes in Westchester 
County were lower the day George 
left as Chairman than when he began 
that job.

Latimer Receives 1199 SEIU Endorsement
Recognized for his Strong Record on Standing up for the Middle Class

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

“Westchester voters who want 
property tax relief, mandate 
reform, and pro-job-growth 
policies in Albany have a superb 
candidate for state senate this 
year in Bob Cohen” 
YONKERS, NY – October 17, 2012 
-- Independent minded New York 
City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
today endorsed businessman and state 
senate candidate Bob Cohen (R-C-I) 
in his race for New York’s open 37th 
state senate district in Westchester 
County.

Mayor Bloomberg cited Mr. 
Cohen’s independence and his unwav-
ering commitment to property tax 
relief and pro-job-growth policies as 
chief reasons for his endorsement.

“Westchester voters who want 
property tax relief, mandate reform, 
and pro-job-growth policies in 
Albany have a superb candidate for 
state senate this year in Bob Cohen,” 
Mayor Bloomberg said. “Bob Cohen 
is an independent thinking busi-
nessman with the guts to stick up for 
Westchester taxpayers, and to say ‘no’ 
to the special interests and party bosses. 

Bob Cohen has my support in his race 
for state senate, and I ask that you give 
him yours as well.”

“I’m honored to receive Mayor 
Bloomberg’s support in this race,” Mr. 
Cohen said. “Mayor Bloomberg has 
shown that good government and 
common sense can succeed in an era 
where partisan gridlock has become 
the norm. I plan to bring that same 
independent leadership style with me 
to Albany on behalf of Westchester 
County taxpayers. And like Mayor 
Bloomberg, I will bring a principled, 
business-like approach to solving our 
state’s fiscal problems, lowering prop-
erty taxes and getting New Yorkers 
back to work.”

Mayor Bloomberg Endorses Bob Cohen for State Senate

OP EDSection

By ED KOCH
In a full-page edito-
rial this past Sunday, 
October 14th, The 
New York Times 
publicly revealed its 

new position on our remaining in 
Afghanistan until December 2014 
as proposed by the Obama admin-
istration. The opening paragraph of 

the editorial states that “it is time 
for United States forces to leave 
Afghanistan.” The editorial urges 
that the U.S. begin the immediate 
withdrawal of our armed forces 
from Afghanistan to be completed 
in a year or less.

The Obama administration’s 
position is that the bulk of our 
forces will have left Afghanistan by 
the end of 2014, but that coalition 

forces would remain on in reduced 
numbers after 2014. The editorial 
states, “He [Obama] and the coali-
tion partnership have committed 
to remain engaged in Afghanistan 
after 2014 at reduced levels which 
could involve 15,000 or more to 
carry out specialized training and 
special operations.”

My recollection is that 
President Obama wanted our 

troops to remain indefinitely in 
Afghanistan, as he wanted to do in 
Iraq. The Iraqi government would 
not agree and insisted we leave. 
The Times editorial gives President 
Obama credit for leaving Iraq. I 
don’t believe such credit is due. We 
left because Iraq would not allow 
us to remain there indefinitely and 
insisted that if we did remain on 
at all, American troops would be 
subject to Iraqi law and Iraqi courts 
for all of their military actions, 
which the U.S. would not agree 
to because it would have exposed 

American soldiers to personal 
liability in Iraqi courts.

In Afghanistan, whose 
government is not as strong and 
independent as Iraq’s, we concluded 
the deal to stay through 2014. In 
addition, The Times reported, “The 
United States and other major 
donors have pledged $16 billion 
in economic aid through 2015.” 
Further, “There is an agreement to 
finance the [Afghan] army to 2017 
with Kabul paying $500 million, 
Washington about $2.5 billion and 

The New York Times Changes Its Position
Now Urges an Immediate Start of the Withdrawal of Our Armed Forces from Afghanistan

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

Continued on page 23
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
I am in the midst 
of a long business 
trip, which is why 
I will check into 
a California hotel 
tonight after a flight 

from Oregon. To claim my room 
key, I must present two items: a 
credit card and a photo ID.

I will need that photo ID just 
to get to California, because secu-
rity screeners will not let me board 
an aircraft without one. And I’ll 
need it again after I arrive, in order 

to pick up my rental car.
Even if I happen to think 

the demand to see my driver’s 
license upon hotel check-in is a 
little excessive, I realize that these 
rules are for everyone’s protec-
tion. We all live with them. If we 
expect to show identification to 
board an aircraft or cash a check 
or enter an office building, why 
is there so much controversy over 
requirements that citizens show 
identification in order to vote?

Granted, voting is a constitu-
tional right, while driving a car or 

flying in a commercial jet is not. 
But all sorts of procedural restric-
tions apply to the right to vote in 
order to ensure fair and honest 
elections. Most places require 
advance registration of voters, for 
example. Requiring identification 
from someone who shows up to 
cast a ballot makes at least as much 
sense. After all, you would not want 
to arrive at your polling place after 
a long day at work, only to find out 
that someone claiming to be you 
had already voted in your place.

Yet voter ID laws have become 

a partisan issue, with Republicans 
tending to strongly back them 
and Democrats opposed. And the 
Republicans’ position has managed 
to do significant long-term damage 
to their party’s prospects, even 
though their pro-ID position is 
basically sensible and ought to be 
non-controversial. It goes to show 
that what you say or do matters less 
than how you go about saying or 
doing it.

For the 2012 election, only 
four states have so-called “strict” 
voter photo ID requirements. 
Indiana, which in 2006 became 
the first state to pass such a law, 
has survived a legal challenge that 

made it all the way to the Supreme 
Court. Requiring voters to show 
photo ID is not, in itself, unconsti-
tutional. However, the way such a 
requirement is implemented might 
be.

Just last week, South Carolina’s 
photo ID law was upheld by a 
federal court with the proviso that 
the statute not be applied in the 
current election cycle, as there is 
not sufficient time to ensure the 
new rules would not disenfran-
chise otherwise eligible voters. 
South Carolina’s law benefited 
from provisions expanding the 
types of valid photo ID (including 
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other donors about $1.3 billion.”
I believe the Obama adminis-

tration will seek to keep American 
troops in Afghanistan, leveraging 
our funding commitments to get 
our way. Up to now, the presi-
dential candidates, Obama and 
Romney, have not discussed the 

ongoing war in Afghanistan.
The change in position on 

the part of The Times means that 
The Times will now demand the 
candidates address the issues of 
this war, and its cost in lives and 
treasure to the U.S. To date, 2,139 
American soldiers have been killed 
in Afghanistan, 17,674 have been 

injured and $575 billion spent with 
our expenditures now estimated 
at $1 billion a week. The Times 
summed up the cost to the U.S. 
in this war, which is lost, stating, 
“But it is now clear that if there 
ever was a chance of ‘victory’ in 
Afghanistan, it evaporated when 
American troops went off to fight 
the pointless war in Iraq. While 
some progress has been made, 
the idea of fully realizing broader 

democratic and security aims 
simply grows more elusive.”

The worst vote I cast as a 
member of Congress in the nine 
years I served was to end the 
draft, thereby creating a volunteer 
army. If those in the armed forces 
were still draftees, their relatives 
and friends and other Americans 
concerned about justice and sanity 
would be out in the streets demon-
strating, and this election would 

look more like the one we held in 
1968.

Now that The Times has 
changed its position, getting out of 
Afghanistan is on the front burner.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch 
served as a member of Congress from 
New York State from 1969 through 
1977, and New York City as its 
105thMayor from 1978 to 1989.

The New York Times Changes Its Position

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY
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passports, military IDs and photo-
graphic voter registration cards) 
and taking steps to make such ID 
easier to obtain. Voters without 
photo ID in South Carolina may 
sign an affidavit offering any 
truthful, “reasonable” explanation 
for why they lack such identifica-
tion. These voters will then be able 
to cast a provisional ballot, which 
cannot be challenged unless there 
is reason to believe the voter has 
lied. Provisional ballots are also 
available to voters in Pennsylvania 
and Indiana who are indigent or 
have religious objections to being 
photographed.

In Pennsylvania, 
Commonwealth Court Judge 
Robert Simpson blocked a 
new, stricter voter ID law from 
taking effect for this November’s 
election because he was uncon-
vinced that voters who hadn’t yet 
obtained photo ID wouldn’t be 
disenfranchised. Officials can still 
request photo ID from voters in 
Pennsylvania but cannot prevent 
anyone without it from voting.

According to ProPublica, 

which has maintained a frequently 
updated “Q-and-A” style list of 
information about voter access 
laws since July, 30 states have 
now enacted voter ID laws in one 
form or another. In some cases, 
the Justice Department is directly 
involved in such legislation because 
of a requirement in the Voting 
Rights Act that dictates states with 
a history of discrimination receive 
clearance before making changes 
to their voting laws. Texas failed to 
receive such clearance earlier this 
year.

Other state laws faced chal-
lenges on the state level. Two 
judges blocked enforcement 
for Wisconsin’s photo ID law 
earlier this year. Governors – 
all Democrats – in Minnesota, 
Missouri, New Hampshire and 
North Carolina vetoed strict photo 
ID bills in their states, though New 
Hampshire’s Legislature overrode 
their governor’s veto.

There has also been a flurry 
of voter access decisions relating 
to other rules for voters. Federal 
judges in Ohio and Florida pres-
sured those states to restore early 

voting days, originally cut back 
under new laws. Another federal 
judge in Ohio held that the state 
must count the ballots of voters 
who vote in the right polling place 
but go to the wrong table for their 
precinct; The Los Angeles Times 
reported that 14,000 votes were 
lost four years ago due to this error.

I have no problem with a 
modest, non-burdensome photo 
ID requirement. This means that 
states should provide IDs at no 
cost to those who don’t have them, 
at reasonably convenient loca-
tions, and with sufficient notice 
that nobody’s voting rights are 
impaired. These are the same 
requirements most courts seem 
to have in mind in their rulings 
so far. Republicans have gone far 
beyond these parameters, however, 
in their push for stricter legisla-
tion. This is partly due to a simple 
lack of sensitivity to the burdens 
such requirements impose, but also 
partly done for short-term political 
gain in the hope of suppressing 
otherwise Democratic votes.

This approach, like the GOP’s 
refusal to support sensible and 
humane immigration policies, 
will backfire in the long term. 

Comments such as those from 
Pennsylvania House Republican 
leader Mike Turzai, who famously 
claimed stricter voter ID law 
would “allow Gov. Romney to win 
the state of Pennsylvania,” make it 
easy to vilify Republican efforts, no 
matter what their original intent. 
While Turzai has claimed his 
remarks were taken out of context, 
it’s hard to misread the words of 
the Pennsylvania law’s sponsor, 
Daryl Metcalfe, who not long ago 
called those unable to obtain the 
required ID “lazy.”

Such short-sighted rhetoric 
damages the Republican brand and 
makes it more difficult to persuade 
voters of all races and nationalities 
to sign on to the party’s less-tax, 
less-government, greater-opportu-
nity agenda. It plays into the hands 
of critics who say Republicans are 
all about opportunities for people 
who already have plenty of them.

It’s the kind of move, in other 
words, that a smart business execu-
tive would never make. You don’t 
sacrifice your brand’s reputation 
for transient short-term benefits, at 
least not if you want to succeed in 
the long run.

By mostly rejecting ballot 

access laws with unreasonable 
requirements, the courts are 
doing Republicans a small favor. 
Republicans could do themselves 
a bigger one by trying to make 
sure the least-privileged voters, 
who have the most to gain, align 
themselves with the GOP’s goals 
of a more prosperous tomorrow, 
rather than sending a message 
that presumed Democrat-leaning 
voters are unwelcome either in the 
Republican Party or at the polls.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has 
provided personal financial and tax 
counseling to a sophisticated client 
base since 1986. After six years with 
Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth plan-
ning, he founded his own firm in 
Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became 
the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 
2002. The firm expanded to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to 
Atlanta in 2008.

Voter ID Laws Damaging GOP Brand
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By HENRY J. STERN
“You pass the test, you 
get the highest score, 
you get into the school.”

With those words, 
New York’s Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg stood by the 
State admissions policies that 
apply to several elite high schools, 
Specialized High Schools, here 
in New York City. These admis-
sions policies result in de facto 
segregation in these public schools.

The Mayor rejected the 
complaint of the NAACP and 
others to the United States 
Department of Education, that 
the New York City Department of 
Education was out of compliance 
with the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
In doing so, he seemed to reject 
diversity as a value in New York 

City’s elite public high schools, 
which he runs.

Was he really doing that?
Entrance to New York City’s 

elite high schools – Stuyvesant, 
Bronx High School of Science, 
Brooklyn Tech and others – is 
based exclusively on a test given 
in the 8th and 9th grades in New 
York’s schools. The highest scorers 
get into the best schools. There are 
no other criteria, and the NAACP 
and others claim that the results 
prove conclusively that the test is 
racially biased.

Less than 2% of Stuyvesant’s 
students are Black, in a school 
system which has 70% Black 
enrollment. Less than 2% of the 
students there are Hispanic, from a 
system-wide base of 40% Hispanic 
students.

Choosing the highest scorers 

in an exam is often presented as 
the fairest way of establishing 
standards. But it is not. In fact, 
choosing the highest scorers on 
an exam is the opposite of setting 
standards. It is saying, in effect, 
“We don’t have any standards. We 
refuse to establish standards. We 
have 900 open seats. The top 900 
scorers will get those seats.” That’s 
not setting standards.

Are the skills tested relevant 
to the skills needed in the target 
school? Who knows? Who cares? 
Are there areas of study where the 
test taker fails badly, but which can 
be made up for by high marks in 
other areas? Who knows? Who 
cares? For example, is the ability 
to read an essay at 1000 words 
per minute tested? That would be 
a standard, if you set it. If you can 
read that fast, you’re in. If you can’t, 

you’re out. It wouldn’t matter if you 
can read at 1600 words a minute. 
That would be an irrelevant skill.

If 1000 words per minute 
were established as the standard 
(or 1400, or any number; I’m just 
trying to make a point here), two 
things would happen, both good. 
Students preparing for the exam 
could set as their goal to read at 
that speed. And classwork in the 
target school could be designed 
with an assumption that all students 
entering the school could read at that 
speed.

If the ability to solve for x 
were established as a standard 
(or solving for two unknowns, or 
whatever), those who could show 
they could solve for x would be in, 
those who couldn’t would be out.

Again, if that were estab-
lished as a standard, then students 

preparing for the exam could set as 
a goal solving for x. And it could be 
safely assumed in the target school 
that all students who passed the 
exam can solve for x.

Standards.
Establishing standards would 

have, however, another benefit, one 
more appropriate to this discussion.

Assuming more students met 
all the standards set for entrance 
into the target school than there 
were seats available, it would allow 
the public, which after all owns and 
operates the schools, to choose from 
among those who have met all the 
standards for entrance to fill the seats.

And this would allow school 
leaders to take steps toward diver-
sity in the student body. From 
among those who met the stan-
dards, they could select students 
for entrance that would result in 
racial or religious diversity more in 

Testing Standards Reduce Diversity in Elite Schools
 NEW YORK  CIVIC
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By BOB WEIR
Let me begin by 
saying something 
I learned a long 
time ago as a cop in 
New York City; you 

will never make someone happy 
by giving him/her a traffic ticket. 
It doesn’t matter if you catch 
someone driving 20 miles over the 
speed limit, or you stop someone 
for driving an unregistered and 
uninspected vehicle. Most people 
believe in their hearts that they’re 
really not doing anything so evil 
that they should be subjected to 
punishment from some guy/gal in 
a uniform who suddenly popped 
up from behind shrubbery along 
the shoulder of the road. Therefore, 
imagine a guy on his way to work 
one morning who didn’t notice that 
the speed limit on the main street 
in his town was recently lowered by 
5 mph. He’s driving along, thinking 
about the challenges he’ll be facing 
that day, when suddenly he sees a 
police vehicle merging into the 
traffic from a hidden location just 
off the roadway. The roof lights go 
on and he realizes he’s the target. 
A quick check of his speed on the 
dashboard monitor tells him he’s 
only about 3 miles over the limit. 
However, the officer tells him he 
was in violation by 8 miles because 
of the recent change.

The motorist is issued a ticket 
that costs about $150, which might 
be his entire day’s pay. I don’t have 

to tell you how he’s going to feel 
about cops after that experience. 
I always loathed that part of the 
job because in the overwhelming 
number of cases the motorist is a 
decent, law-abiding guy who is 
supporting a family, paying his bills 
and doing his best to be a good 
citizen. The fact is; those qualities 
make him the perfect target for 
cities and towns that need to add 
more revenue to the treasury. The 
irresponsible lout, who’s always 
being stopped and who has a glove 
compartment filled with citations 
he never answered, is unlikely to 
answer this one either. It should 
go without saying that we need to 
enforce traffic laws. But, the most 
important job of any police unit is 
crime prevention, not punishment. 
The best way to prevent crime is to 
project an image of omnipresence. 
Would-be violators are not about 
to break any laws while a police 
officer or a marked unit is in view.

We’ve all experienced the 
sudden chill of seeing a patrol car 
behind us, or seeing one parked 
along the median, causing us to 
let up on the gas pedal and tap 
the brakes. We may not like to 
succumb to authority, but we 
can understand and respect the 
need for it. What people don’t 
respect is the image of a carefully 
shrouded unit peeking out from 
the shadows, ready to swoop down 
on a driver like a hawk preying on 
a field mouse. It may pump more 

money into the town coffers, but it 
is viewed by many as a scheme to 
rip off residents under the guise of 
traffic enforcement. According to a 
new list compiled by the National 
Motorists Association (NMA), a 
drivers-rights advocacy organiza-
tion, the worst speed traps in North 

America are in Flower Mound, 
Texas; Livonia, Michigan; and 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. I live 
in that little Texas town of 65,000 
residents and I can tell you that 
being the number one speed trap 
in the United States is a dubious 
distinction at best. We must be a 
bunch of lawbreakers and drag-
racers to merit that much attention 
to our driving habits.

Or, is it something else? 
According to that same NMA 
report, if the speed limit in an area 
changes four times in two miles 
and police cars can barely be seen 
lurking behind bridges and oversize 
shrubs, the writing is on the wall: 
You’re in a speed trap! Their official 
definition of a speed trap is “a spot 

Speed Traps Are Not Proper Enforcement
 WEIR ONLY HUMAN

keeping with the racial or religious 
diversity of the city, our glory and 
our strength.

This would be a good thing, 
assuming, of course, that those 
leaders, and the public that hires 
them, value diversity. Some do, 
some don’t. But even if we are mezzo 
a mezzo on diversity, the extremely 
low percentage of Black students in 
Stuyvesant High School cannot be 
considered acceptable.

58 years ago, the Supreme 

Court, in their 1954 Brown v. 
Board of Education decision, 
found that segregated schools were 
bad for students, deprived them 
of their self-esteem and of their 
rights. And the school segregation 
battle was on. It was fought fiercely, 
and integration won. Are we going 
to have to fight that battle all over 
again?

But setting standards for 
acceptance into advanced 
programs is not easy. Top educators 
should be given that job. The exams 
should measure whether student 

candidates for advanced programs 
and elite schools have the skills 
and knowledge necessary for them 
to handle advanced work. If they 
do, they should go into a pool of 
students, all of whom meet the 
established standards. From that 
pool a diverse student body could 
be chosen.

Meeting diversity goals is not 
easy either. Is racial diversity the 
only goal? What about religious or 
ethnic diversity? Should the diver-
sity reflect the general population 
or the student body? How do we 
choose from within the pool of 
those who meet the standards?

On Saturday Night Live, back 
in 2004, two comedians portrayed 
George W. Bush and John Kerry, 
the incumbent trying to talk 
the insurgent out of running for 
President. “Don’t do it,” the Bush 
character warned. “It’s hard being 
President! It’s real hard!”

It’s real hard, also, for our 
American society to do penance 
for the hideous sins that racism 
caused us to commit over the 
recent centuries. Those sins have 
left marks on both Blacks and 
Whites, and on their children and 
great grandchildren, down through 
the years.

But acts of true penance, such 
as racially integrating our elite 
public schools, can help us as a city 
and as a nation to shed the dark-
ness of racism at last, and to walk 
in the sunlight of our ideals.

The sooner we begin this 
process, the sooner it will be 
completed. People who are afraid 
of hard tasks need not apply.

Henry J. Stern is the founder and 
president of New York Civic.

Testing Standards Reduce Diversity in Elite Schools

 NEW YORK  CIVIC

Continued from page 24

Continued on page 26

file:///Users/davidwatterson/Documents/Active%20Jobs/Westchester%20Guardian/10_25/text/oped/nycivic.org


Page 26 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2012

OP-ED

By MATT BARBER
The emperor wears 
no clothes. The 
bloom is off the 
rose. The bigger they 
are, the harder they 

fall. Pardon the barrage of stale 
metaphors, but it’s difficult to put 
into words the utter pasting Mitt 
Romney put on Barack Obama last 
week.

Pat Buchanan called Romney’s 
“the finest debate performance” in 
52 years “with the possible excep-
tion of Ronald Reagan’s demolition 
of Jimmy Carter in 1980.”

Indeed, when all of CNN 
and MSNBC – to include Chris 
Matthews, Lawrence O’Donnell 
and Rachel Maddow – hysterically 
admit that President Obama got 
smoked; he got smoked. Bad.

Liberal blogger and Obama 
sycophant Andrew Sullivan 
captured the universally shared 
“progressive” panic as the brutal 
mismatch came to a close: “How 
is Obama’s closing statement so 
f—ing sad, confused and lame? He 
choked. He lost. He may even have 
lost the election tonight.”

For those of us who have long 
recognized the messianic myth 

that is Barack Hussein Obama, the 
debate was especially gratifying.

The world had fallen prey to 
a cartoonish hoax. This media-
crafted Iron Man has proven a 
mere mortal, a tin man, an interna-
tional embarrassment.

The jig is up.
In just 90 minutes, Mitt 

Romney stripped away the Iron 
Man costume and exposed, naked 

beneath, a man more closely 
resembling Robert Downey Jr.

Recall the image, so often seen, 
of a young Robert, head down-
cast in shame, standing before the 
judge to rationalize why, yet again, 
he’d screwed up magnificently. Last 
Wednesday was Barack’s turn.

Don’t get me wrong, I like 
Robert Downey Jr. – I’m glad he 
turned his life around. But he’s an 
actor. He reads his lines. He’s not 
Iron Man. And he’s not qualified to 

Supreme Court Shocks Life into Obamacare Challenge

that combines arbitrarily low speed 
limits with heavy traffic enforce-
ment designed to generate ticket 
revenue.” I’ve heard from several 
of my fellow residents who are 
concerned about what they believe 
is an overly aggressive campaign 

that seems to fit the above defini-
tion. Although it’s axiomatic that 
most people never want to see 
the police until they need them, I 
would postulate that most people 
realize how vital those officers are 
to the security and safety of the 
community. Furthermore, I feel 
confident in saying that residents 

of any city or town would have 
much more respect and admira-
tion for the job done by their local 
officers if they didn’t feel like they 
were being badgered every time 
they started their engines. Having 
my town at the top of the list of 
speed traps in the country is not 
exactly a proud achievement. On 
the contrary, it makes us look like 
a bunch of recidivists who need 

to be constantly spied upon. The 
fact is that we are an upscale town 
with residents that can afford to 
pay those tickets; hence, we are a 
perfect target.

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), 
ten of which were performed in 
plainclothes undercover assignments. 
Bob began a writing career about 

12 years ago and had his first book 
published in 1999. Bob went on to 
write and publish a total of seven 
novels, “Murder in Black and White,” 
“City to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” 
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” 
and “Out of Sight.” He also became 
a syndicated columnist under the title 
“Weir Only Human.”

Speed Traps Are Not Proper Enforcement

 WEIR ONLY HUMAN
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be president.
Neither is Barack Obama.
And so, lost with no tele-

prompter binky, and, thus, suffering 
a debate trouncing unparalleled in 
history, it would seem that the pres-
ident’s not so good, very bad week 
couldn’t get worse.

It got worse.
Just two days prior, the U.S. 

Supreme Court revived hope – long 
thought dead – that Obamacare, the 
president’s signature achievement, 
might yet be ruled unconstitu-
tional. The High Court shocked 
the legal community by opening 
its new term with an order giving 
the Obama Justice Department 
just 30 days to respond to Liberty 
Counsel’s petition for rehearing. 
Liberty Counsel filed the petition 
on behalf of Liberty University and 
two private individuals.

An appeals court in Richmond, 
Va., ruled that the Anti-Injunction 
Act, or AIA, barred the court from 
addressing the merits in Liberty 
Univ., Inc. v. Geithner, which chal-
lenged the individual mandate 
(Section 1501) and the employer 
insurance mandate (Section 1513) 
of Obamacare.

In addition to the constitu-
tional arguments that Congress 
lacked authority to pass the law, the 
suit also raised the Free Exercise of 
religion claim because of the forced 
taxpayer funding of abortion.

You may recall that the first 
day of oral argument was dedicated 
to the AIA, the issue that Liberty 
University’s case placed before the 
High Court. In June, the Supreme 
Court ruled that the AIA does not 
apply to Obamacare. Therefore, 
Liberty Counsel asked the Court to 
grant the petition (because Liberty 
University prevailed on the AIA 
claim), vacate the Court of Appeals 
ruling and remand (send back) the 
case to the Court of Appeals to 
consider the Free Exercise claim 
and the employer mandate, neither 
of which were decided by the High 
Court.

Long story short: If the 
Supreme Court ultimately hears 
the case on appeal – which is highly 
possible as the claims are unique – 
and rules that the employer mandate 

and Free Exercise claims are legit, 
Obamacare dies on the vine. It’s 
effectively overturned. It’s like a 
shiny new Chevy Volt without the 
exploding battery. It goes nowhere 
fast and is towed to the junkyard of 
really, really stupid ideas.

This means, among other things, 
that people who value human life 
won’t be made complicit in abortion 
homicide on the taxpayer dime.

“Obamacare is the biggest 
funding of abortion in American 
history,” said Mat Staver, founder 
and chairman of Liberty Counsel 
and dean of Liberty University 
School of Law. “Under the Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
mandate, Obamacare will, for 
the first time, require employers 
and individuals to directly fund 
abortion.

“This abortion mandate collides 
with religious freedom and the 
rights of conscience. I am very 
pleased with the Court’s decision 
today,” concluded Staver.

During the debate, Mitt 
Romney took Obama to task over 
Obamacare: “I just don’t know how 
the president could have come into 
office, facing 23 million people out 
of work, rising unemployment, 
an economic crisis at the – at the 

kitchen table and spent his energy 
and passion for two years fighting 
for Obamacare instead of fighting 
for jobs for the American people. It 
has killed jobs.”

Obama was left stuttering and 
stammering – sheepishly defending 
his grossly unaffordable, wholly 
unsustainable and wildly unpopular 
Obamacare monstrosity.

I was left encouraged.
Whether by legislative repeal, or 

through Liberty Counsel’s ongoing 
case, freedom-loving America 
should be confident. This freakish 
Frankenstein monster will, God 
willing, be soon laid to rest beneath 
the cold, clammy earth from which 
Democrats dug it up.

Obama’s shovel-ready 
debate performance was the 
groundbreaking.

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on 
Twitter) is an attorney concentrating 
in constitutional law. He serves as 
Vice President of Liberty Counsel 
Action. (This information is provided 
for identification purposes only.)

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 
Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.
HELP 

WANTED
CITY OF 

STAMFORD, CT
The City of Stamford is 
accepting applications 

for the following position:

RECREATION 
SUPERVISOR

Annual Salary Range:  
$50,146 - $68,060

 Applications can be 
obtained at 

www.cityofstamford.org 
or 

City of Stamford, 
Human Resources 

Dept., 
888 Washington Blvd., 
Stamford, CT 06904

.  
A resume and/or other 
correspondence will not 
be considered as equiv-
alent to an application.  
For additional informa-
tion call the 
    Human Resources

 Department 
(203) 977-4070.

Equal Opportunity
 Employer

OP-ED

Supreme Court Shocks Life into Obamacare Challenge
Continued from page 26

http://www.liberty.edu/media/9980/attachments/pr_us_sc_obamacare_rehearing_petition_2012.pdf
http://www.liberty.edu/media/9980/attachments/pr_us_sc_obamacare_rehearing_petition_2012.pdf
mailto:jmattbarber@comcast.net
http://twitter.com/jmattbarber
http://libertycounselaction.org/
http://libertycounselaction.org/


Page 28 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2012

W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

*Value of onboard credit is per stateroom, double occupancy. All advertised fares and offers are per person based on double occupancy, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration
date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes of up to $19.50 per guest per day are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1
fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which
may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from BOS, EWR, JFK, PHL and select other Air Gateways. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges
and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply.
Complete Terms and Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. Pisa Brothers Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors or omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers Travel.

POINTS  OF  D IST INCTION • Elegant mid-size ships featuring large-ship amenities • Free and unlimited soft drinks and bottled water througout the ship
Country club-casual ambiance; tuxedos & gowns are never required • Finest cuisine at sea, served in up to six open-seating restaurants; all at no additional charge

Gourmet culinary program created by world-renowned Master Chef Jacques Pépin • Canyon Ranch SpaClub® • Best value in luxury cruising

European Charms
10 nights, Jun 6 - 16, 2013
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1300395

Scandinavian Serenade
14 nights, Jun 11 - 25, 2013
Five-Star Marina | Offer #1300496

Your World. Your Way. Oceania Cruises is the world’s only upper-premium cruise line and offers an unrivaled
combination of the finest cuisine, elegant accommodations, personalized service and extraordinary value. And aboard
the brand new Riviera, and her sisiter Marina, you’ll experience the most elegant ships to debut in the past 50 years.

Treasures & Monuments
12 nights, May 25 - Jun 6, 2013
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1300392

Save up to $3,500 off
2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $13,998 1st guest  Was $14,798 1st guest  Was $17,598
Now $10,998 Now $11,798 Now $14,598

2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

$3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $2,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $3,500 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $12,798 1st guest  Was $13,598 1st guest  Was $16,398
Now $10,798 Now $11,598 Now $14,398
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $17,698 1st guest  Was $18,498 1st guest  Was $21,298
Now $14,198 Now $14,998 Now $17,798
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $200 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $150 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $250 onboard

credit*


