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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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By HEZI ARIS
How can anyone ascribe to 
the economic development 
success in the City of Hills? 
While the Yonkers Public 
School District is now said 

to have a dilapidated infrastructure, that is, 
school buildings in a state of deterioration, 
defining them to be in an unsalvageable 
state, Yonkers City Hall has yet to define 
its position regarding how to resolve this 
grave concern for a student population 
and for the viability of Yonkers. The Public 
Private Partnership for Education (P3forE) 
is a plan admonished by New York State 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli as fraught 
with fiscal concerns deleterious to many 
who have engaged in its creative fiscal 
concept. The Commission of Inquiry, com-
prised of the Honorable Richard Brodsky, 
Esq., the Honorable Richard Ravitch, Jay 
Bryant, Taurrus Richardson, and several 
other experts in local and state finances 
concluded their findings in which 14 salient 
issues and concerns were expressed but no 
response has been forthcoming from the 
newly installed Yonkers Board of Education 
Board of Trustees nor from Yonkers City 
Hall. Devoid of responding to this crucial, 
multi-faceted concern, despite the abysmal 
“Yonkers Public Schools - State of the School 
District” Report telling of its appallingly low 
scores, 65.2% in 2009; 39.2% in 2010; 37.8% 
in 2011; 40.7% in 2012; and 16.4% in 2013, 
people only speak of two schools in the 
Yonkers Public School (YPS) District whose 
numbers continue to maintain lofty consec-
utive years of tested results and graduation. 
Both facts, those that comprise the majority 
of YPS results at the bottom of the scale and 
those that maintain their results at the top 
of the scale, are put into question. Not the 
actual numbers themselves, but a gravitation 
by Yonkersites to lean toward and only extol 
the best of the lot. The only issue is why after 
so many years under the aegis and steward-
ship by past Yonkers Board of Education 
Board of Trustees and YPS Superintendent 
Bernard Pierorazio not one person has yet 
been able to distill the respective school’s 
culture that achieves laudable results to the 
adulation of the City of Yonkers, indeed the 
nation, and been sufficiently engaged to rep-
licate the success of two of the best schools in 
the nation to the rest of the Yonkers Public 
School District? Despite the reality, people 
speak to a successful educational model in 
Yonkers despite it being a falsehood that 

cannot be whitewashed with “spin”, deceit, 
lies, and falsehoods.

Yonkers City Hall sent us a press 
release advising on Friday, August 23, 2013, 
at 5:52 p.m., that Assistant Chief Thomas 
Fitzpatrick will now serve as the Public 
Information Officer for the Yonkers Fire 
Department. Was Yonkers City Hall dis-
satisfied by the last YFD Public Information 
Officer? Did he not kowtow quickly enough 
to the directives of Yonkers Deputy Mayor 
Sue Gerry? Does Assistant Chief Fitzpatrick 
bring a new set of tools that conform to the 
total submission and humiliation expected 
of him by Deputy Mayor Gerry? Time will 
tell. In the meantime, Mayor Mike Spano, 
Deputy Mayor Gerry, among others, point 
their finger derisively against the Yonkers 
Fire Department hoping to beat the men 
and women in red into compliance. In 
the meanwhile, Inspector General Kitley 
Covill’s investigation into the Firefighter 
Variable Benefits Fund asserts her findings 
but News12 Westchester infers the Yonkers 
Inspector General’s report “indicates mis-
appropriation”. Listen to the audio clip 
interview to hear her state otherwise: 
http://westchester.news12.com/news/
audit-of-yonkers-firefighters-benefits-fund-
by-inspector-general-kitley-covill-indicates-
misappropriation-1.5939547

Why Yonkers City Hall should presume 
that it is appropriate for the City of Yonkers 
to be maligned by “wrong” inferences read 
into the Inspector General’s report exposes 
City Hall’s lack of concern for the “truth” 
and only the zeal of reducing the integrity of 
one of the finest civil service organizations in 
the nation. The shame is borne by Yonkers 
City Hall. At issue now is will Yonkers City 
Hall issue an apology for not standing by 
the Yonkers Fire Department when they 
were wrongfully maligned by News12 
Westchester, and can News12 Westchester 
honestly say they read the report before 
reporting on it? Does News12 Westchester 
know the English definition of the term, 
“Mea culpa”. Hint, hint. Look it up in an 
Italian / English dictionary!   Another sore 
point is with regard to economic develop-
ment. Economic development, coupled 
with inducements of one sort or another by 
way of the Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency has accomplished little in the past 
18 years under Mayors John Spencer, Phil 
Amicone, and now Mike Spano. Ridge Hill 
has yet to return sales tax revenue to the 
City of Yonkers because their contractual 

agreement permits them to maintain the 
sales tax revenue received until it exceeds a 
threshold minimum, which is allegedly yet to 
be eclipsed. How much longer will it be until 
they pay anything? The “deal” regarding the 
parking, both indoor and outdoor, has not 
been resolved. By the looks of Mayor Spano’s 
focus on the issue, he is not concerned, or 
perhaps he is concerned authorities may find 
more than he can deal with. Let’s all await 
the ruse as it is played out. Will Yonkers be 
the fox or will it be the chicken? Is the FBI 
watching? You tell me!

Besides the Ridge Hill development, 
when will Yonkers be told of what will tran-
spire with regard to the dead SFC project in 
which Struever departed the triumvirate years 
ago. Capelli departed the scene in December 
of 2012, Leaving only Fidelco standing. 
Yonkers Tribune assert the SFC Yonkers 
contract assigning “Master Developer” 
status expired in February of 2013; City 
Hall asserts it expires in September 2013? 
Will Fidelco sell its status to another party 
to don the mantle of “Master Developer” 
status? Who will 
scrutinize the finan-
cial worthiness of the 
new “developer”? By 
promising the SFC 
Yonkers parcel of “H 
& I” as collateral for 
a HUD 108 loan still 
not paid to the City 
of Yonkers, and most 
recently mitigating 
Trevor Park “parkland” 
with the same “H & 
I” parcel to mitigate 
“parkland” to conform 
to the law and gover-
nance by the Yonkers 
Parks and Recreation 
ad Conservation 
Department, proves 
the SFC Yonkers 
project expired in 
February 2013. Will 
Inspector General 
Covill inquire into 
the duplicity of gover-
nance and the vacuous 
contractual agree-
ment by Yonkers City 
Hall that attempts 
to pull the wool over 
Yonkersites’ eyes be 
permitted to stand?

What’s the vision for Central Avenue, 
Yonkers Avenue, McLean Avenue, Lake 
Avenue, the Yonkers Waterfront? Is there a 
plan?

When will Yonkers City Hall speak to 
the stench in Ludlow because of the over-
burdened Westchester County Treatment 
Plant that is the only one of its kind that 
emits the vile odors as opposed to those in 
New York City?

Who will pay for the debris that has 
been permitted to grow on the Rogan 
Brothers and Cianciulli shared property? 
Estimates reveal mitigation costs to be in 
excess of $1 million that will need to be 
borne by the Yonkers taxpayer.

Where does the City of Yonkers stand 
on the Austin Avenue development?

The issues can go on and on. If that 
is the case, why are people so positive this 
administration, that of Mayor Mike Spano, 
who took office as Yonkers Mayor almost 
21 months ago, and accomplished nothing 
in that time, be infused by a population who 
hope he will deliver something positive? 

Many people know the facts. For those who 
didn’t get the memo, read on…

When will Mayor Mike Spano stop 
paying X2o’s Con Ed bill using taxpayer 
funds? When will be collect money owed by 
developer Joe Cotter? When will taxes not 
collected for 40 years be collected? When will 
every vendor who owes money for the use of 
Yonkers Police Department services pay the 
arrears they have accumulated? When will 
the City of Yonkers return funds that belong 
to the Yonkers Board of Education (YBoE) 
coffers that have been used by Yonkers City 
Hall and still go unpaid to the YBoE?

When will every individual and business 
using water pay what they owe? Some never 
got billed. When will those overcharged 
years into the future be refunded for water 
bills based on estimates rather than the 
actual reading of meters? When will tickets 
issued not be dismissed because you have a 
“friend” in government? When will the City 
of Yonkers engage in “performance bonds” to 
assure projects are developed within dated 
guidelines and for specific time frames into 
the future?

In the meanwhile, many Yonkersites 
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take comfort in the ribbon cutting by the 
ever smiling Mayor Mike Spano who is 
averse to placing blame and responsibility on 
past administrations, preferring to shoulder 
what he has proved is beyond his ability.

There is no marketing to benefit the 
City of Yonkers. Why? No notice to the resi-
dential component of Ridge Hill, known as 

the Monarch, having failed and is now sold.
Within weeks, under the veil of party 

primaries, electioneering efforts, holidays, 
back to school routines, expect to be over-
whelmed with so many projects promoted 
by City Hall that there will be little or no 
scrutiny or conformity to law, protocol, much 
less due diligence.

The agony of this scenario is that it is 
a derivative based upon reference points in 

life that are too shallow, either due to age, 
education, or an influx of people unaware 
for that which America stands. How many 
people remember the transformational 
change caused by the exit of the Alexander 
Carpet Mills and the Otis Elevator plant? In 
those days private businesses challenged the 
City of Yonkers (CoY) as the top employer? 
Today CoY is the number one employer. The 
wonder and awe of success up to the 1950’s 

have been eclipsed by failed governance and 
the “No Plan Plan”of the present govern-
ment. A child born in the 1950s remembers 
only the tales of the past through the 
reminiscences of his/her grandparents. The 
grandchildren are unlikely to know of those 
times; they grew up under different circum-
stances and a different reality. Their reference 
points differ because neighborhood imprints 
are different today. Even so, some difference 
for the better may be discerned, but very 
few at that. For some among us, they are 

everything. It is that to which some of us 
cling. This is not the promise of America. It 
is a dishonored promise that has become the 
shame of a city that has still to find a govern-
ment benevolent to the people it claims to 
serve. How much longer must Yonkers wait? 
The vision for Yonkers is great and deserv-
edly so.

When will Yonkers find the people to 
steer the city to the appropriate berth?

THE HEZITORIAL
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Reality Proves to be the Antithesis of Yonkers’ False Narrative
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By LUKE HAMILTON
Things are getting a little 
aggro on the Left these 
days. Far from the utopian 
paradise which was adver-
tised, it appears the Beatles 

were lying. It turns out that love is not in 
fact all you need. John and Paul forgot to 
mention that you also need a boatload of 
cash to pay for the political prostitution 
which accompanies all that love. All across 
the nation, progressives and leftists are scrap-
ping like feral dogs in the charred husk 
of a once-prosperous Detroit neighbor-
hood. They’ve stumbled upon a carcass and 
now every bitch and cur wants a mouthful; 
the carcass of course being the desiccated 
remains of this once-great nation. Now that 
the so-called Republican Party has waved 
the white underpants on a stick to signal 
their surrender to the Progressive agenda, the 
fascists and socialists are beginning to turn 
on each other. Cracks in the Berlin Dam are 
starting to appear and it remains to be seen 
if the GOP will do any more than hold the 
trowel while Alinski’s disciples mix up more 
spackle. 

In Illinois, Democratic super-majorities 
in both houses of the legislature are having 
a hard time working with their fellow 

socialists in the governor’s mansion, Pat 
Quinn. The useful idiots of Illinois helpfully 
gave the Democratic Party a foolproof lock 
on the state’s political machinery during the 
2012 election. The result? Much the same 
as when the Democrats received posses-
sion of the federal steering wheel after the 
2008 election: complete ineptitude. The 
butcher’s bill for decades of their deficit 
spending and political back-scratching in 
Illinois has arrived in the form of manda-
tory pension-funding contributions and 
gaping state budget deficits as far as the eye 
can see. The problem is that when you oblit-
erate the party who at least pretends to be 
fiscally-responsible, someone else is forced 
into that role. It is simply an economic reality 
which the Democrat normally never has to 
face, thanks to the nearby presence of some 
Republican patsy who willingly takes the 
blame. Unfortunately for the Democrats, 
there are no Illinois Republicans with any 
power in Springfield on whom to stick the 
blame this time.

In this instance, the reckoning comes 
in the form of progressives having to go toe-
to-toe with Big Labor, who got them elected 
in the first place. It is an unenviable position, 
but utterly avoidable. If the progressives in 
Illinois hadn’t made their Faustian bargain 

with Mike Phistopholes, Local 4 President, 
and promised fiscally-unsustainable benefits 
to state and local employees in exchange for 
votes, they would not be faced with having to 
legislate in ways detrimental for their voting 
bloc. If Illinois political history holds true, 
what will happen is the Democratic Party 
will locate a willing, progressive Republican 
whose pockets are of more importance to 
him than his principles. They will work to 
get this milksop elected as governor or will 
promote him to a position of prominence in 
the State Senate in order to have a whipping 
boy again. This volunteer-scapegoat will 
make a half-hearted effort at fiscal sanity 
and give progressives and fascists a common 
enemy to target, providing them a loophole 
by which to raise taxes and pay for their 
mistakes without disturbing the slumber of 
Illinois voters: by blaming the scary RINO.

These lovers’ spats extend beyond the 
rotunda in Springfield, however. Strife 
and contention is cropping up in the most 
unlikely places these days. Unions are on 
the offensive across the country fighting 
Obamacare, the very law they helped bring 
to fruition. They don’t like Obamacare’s 
punishment of “Cadillac” insurance plans, 
which their fat-cat union leaders enjoy at 
the expense of the union members, and so 
they are fighting back against Obamacare’s 
implementation, attempting to intimidate 
the very leftists they exhorted to pass the 
monstrosity in the first place. As this column 

has suggested previously, Leftism is a mental 
disorder and the schizophrenic aspects of it 
are on display as never before today.

In Egypt, the liberally-minded folks 
(in the classical meaning of liberalism) find 
themselves aligned with the military against 
the Islamofascists. Who would have thought 
that a military dictatorship would be prefera-
ble to a fascist theocracy? The magic of Arab 
Spring continues as the tree of democracy is 
watered by the blood of religious and politi-
cal minorities, all across the Middle East. In 
those parts of Israel popularly referred to as 
“Palestine”, Hamas and Fatah are on the 
brink of a civil war. No longer content to 
jointly call for the extermination of an entire 
race and hold hands while crouched behind 
school children, the two ruling parties have 
been trying to frame each other to suggest 
that the other party supports the military 
leadership of Egypt over the Muslim 
Brotherhood. It is an Arabic version of the 
“I Know You Are, But What Am I?” game. 
Foreign policy pundits suggest that it is only 
a matter of time before this familial conflict 
bubbles into a full-fledged civil war. Given 
that these territories have always served as a 
flashpoint for the rest of the Islamic world, 
chances are this conflict will inflame tensions 
which already exist in many nearby coun-
tries, sending the entire region up for grabs.

But most telling of all, the rumors of a 
schism between Lady Gaga and Perez Hilton 

are true. The former-BFFs are engaged in a 
Twitter feud and have each appealed to the 
other’s followers to simmah down. What is 
the world coming to when Gaga and Perez 
are at each others’ throats?? If there was ever 
a sign of the impending demise of bonhomie 
on the Left, this is it. Turns out that moral 
relativism, combined with multiculturalism, 
mixed with a healthy serving of narcissism, 
and frosted with progressive socialism isn’t 
a very yummy cake after all. The utopian 
dreams from the President’s ideological 
father, Saul Alinski, breed nothing but chaos, 
strife, poverty, and the breakdown of society 
as we know it. As Goethe himself said, “Man 
is made by his belief. As he believes, so he is.” 
It would seem the inverse holds true as well.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns for ClashDaily.com, Hamilton spends 
his time astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, 
leading bands of liberty-starved citizens from 
the progressive gulags of Illinois to [relative] 
freedom. Hamilton is the creative mind/voice 
behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all to his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose strength is 
perfected in his weakness.

Progressives vs. Fascists

DISCOVERY IN TRAVEL

By LEE DANIELS
On a footbridge outside the 
town of Montroc in eastern 
France, a farmer, seeing me 
and my guide with backpacks 
and hiking gear, said, “Bonne 

promenade,” which means, “Have a nice stroll.” 
Near the end of a week-long, 65-mile trek 

around Mt. Blanc, I was reminded again of not 
only the natural, rustic beauty of the Haute-
Savoie region of the Alps, but also the simple 
joie de vivre of the people who live there, whose 
everyday life revolves around the mountains.

I was fortunate enough this past month 
to witness first-hand the beauty of not only 
the French, but also the Italian and Swiss 
Alps, on a hike that traversed picturesque 

Alpine meadows, after which the area is 
named (the term “Alps” comes from the 
French word “alpage,” meaning mountain 
pasture), up and down steep mountain trails, 
through verdant valleys and villages, and along 
shaded forest paths.

The hike had been arranged by my guide, 
Tom Hodgman, a family friend and American 
outdoorsman who has lived in Europe for 16 
years, a month before my departure.

The plan was to fly to Geneva, 
Switzerland, take a shuttle bus from there to 

Tour de Mt. Blanc
A Summer Trek Through Three Countries

Tom Hodgman near Tête au Vent, above la Flégère, France.Continued on page 5
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Chamonix, France, spend the night, and then 
take another bus across the Italian border to 
Courmayeur, from where we would begin the 
hike the next morning.

We bought lunch supplies in the 
enchanting village of Courmayeur, filled 
our camelbacks with water, and shared a last 
espresso before setting off on the main trail 
behind the village, which would take us 12 

miles up from the Aosta Valley to our destina-
tion that evening at a refuge (hut) named after 
the renowned Italian explorer and mountain-
eer, Walter Bonatti.

Over the next six days, we hiked an 
average of 11 miles, or seven hours, a day, 
staying at three more refuges and two auberges 
(inns), each of which had its own, distinct per-
sonality and ambience, but all of which were 
comfortable, and offered hot showers, hearty 
food, and cold drinks.

One of my favorites was the Gite de La 
Léchère refuge, which we reached at the end 

of the second day, just after having crossed the 
French border into Switzerland.

The proprietress, Elisabeth, greeted us 
warmly (Hodgman knew most of the inn-
keepers along the way from his previous four 
Tours de Mt. Blanc), and later that evening, 
presented us with one of the gastronomic 
highlights of the hike: soup made from veg-
etables from her garden; fresh garden salad; 
roast potatoes; and pork tenderloin in a borde-
laise sauce, followed by a mousse made from 
fresh raspberries from her garden.

Standing outside the hut the following 

morning, preparing to continue our hike, 
Elisabeth made us promise to return, and told 
us that she had just opened a winter refuge 
near a ski slope in the area.

For me, the trek was much more than 
just a walk through the mountains; it was 
also a mini-course in geology and biology, as 

Hodgman shared his intricate knowledge of 
the landscape with me, ranging from plants, 
trees, minerals, rock and ice formations, and 
wildlife.

“Here’s a brain teaser; how do you think 
those rocks got there?’ asked Hodgman the 
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DISCOVERY IN TRAVEL

If You Go
Bus transfers 
Geneva-Chamonix: 
Alpybus 
Geneva, Switzerland 
http://www.alpybus.com/home 
011.41.22.72.32.984

Chamonix-Courmayeur: 
SAVDA 
Val d’Aosta, Italy 
http://www.savda.it/orari_tariffe.
htm

Chamonix

Hotels: 
Hotel le Chamonix 
http://www.hotel-le-chamonix 
com 
hotel-le-chamonix@wanadoo.fr 
011.33.4.5053.11.07

Sporting goods:

Snell Sports 
104 rue du Dr. Paccard 
011.33.4.5053.02.17

Restaurants: 
La Casa Valerio 
88 rue du Lyriat 
casavalerio.net 
011.33.4.50.55.93.40

Tour de Mt. Blanc Huts 
Rifugio Alpino Walter Bonatti 
Courmayeur, Italy 
http://www.rifugiobonatti.it/ 
rifugiobonatti@gmail.com 
011.33.5.68.48.578

Gite de La Léchère 
La Léchère, Switzerland 
http://www.lalechere.ch 
lisebethjoris@gmail.com 
011.41.27.783.30.64

Relais d’Arpette 
Arpette, Champex-Lac, Switzerland 
www.arpette.ch 
arpette@axiom.ch 
011.41.27.783.12.21

Auberge Mont-Blanc 
Trient, Switzerland 
http://www.aubergetrient.com 
info@aubergemontblanc.com 
011.41.27.722.46.23

Gite-Refuge Le Moulin 
Argentière, France 
www.gite-chamonix.com 
benoit.henry2@wanadoo.fr 
011.33.6.82.33.34.54

Refuge de la Flégère 
Télépherique de la Flégère, Chamo-
nix, France 
bellay.catherine@wanadoo.fr 
011.33.6.03.58.28.14

Guide
Tom Hodgman, an engineer by 
training, has been an outdoors-
man for 40 years, in the Pacific 
Northwest, Canadian Rockies, 
Alps, and Patagonia. He moved 
to Annecy, France with his wife in 
2005, and is now located to Laus-
anne, Switzerland. He is a certified 
Mountain Leader/Accompagnateu
r in Europe (tomhodgman@
mac.com; 011.41.79.880.62.34).

Tour de Mt. Blanc

Paragliders above Chamonix, France.

Guide Tom Hodgman, La Léchère, Switzerland.

House in Val Ferret, Switzerland. House in Val Ferret, Switzerland.

Continued from page 4
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day before, pointing to the vast, rugged moun-
tainside strewn with boulders up to our right.

The answer, of course, was that they had 
been pushed downhill over time from the vast 
glacier that surmounted the mountainside we 
were walking across.

I learned about plants such as fruiting 
dock, purple star thistle, common knapweed, 

wild thyme, wolf ’s bane, lady’s mantle, sliding 
alder, hemp nettle, hawk’s beard dandelion, 
alpine gentian, pyramidal and vanilla orchid, 
and bearded bell flower; which ones are edible 
(e.g., wild blueberry); where it is safe to drink 
water; how wooden sleds are made from 
trees whose trunks are naturally curved under 
Alpine winter snowdrifts; the famed fighting 
Hérens cows of Switzerland, hibernation 
habits of marmots, and mating habits of 
Alpine Ibex; and black schist and gneiss rock.

Hodgman also taught me tricks about 

walking and climbing on trails; using the right 
equipment, including packs, boots, poles, rain 
gear, and water receptacles; and tips on nutri-
tion and hydration. Before the beginning 
of our hike, he had me remove at least five 
pounds of unnecessary gear from my pack, 
and recommended that I buy a pair of gloves, 
advice which I was extremely grateful for later 
on in the hike.

Most of all, he reminded me that there 
is more to a hike than just how to handle 
the trail, photograph scenery, and look after 

equipment, lodging, and food.
“Many people on this hike become too 

focused on these things, and miss out on one 
of the best parts about the trek: speaking and 
sharing with the local folks,” he said.

Not only did we share hundreds of 
buongiornos and bonjours with other hikers, 
but also stopped to chat with many of them, 
as well as innkeepers, shopkeepers, wait-
resses, and residents of the villages we passed 
through and stayed in.

And so, despite some wet clothes and 

sore feet along the way, the hike turned out to 
be not only a gratifying physical accomplish-
ment, but also a reminder that the hospitality 
of others—the human touch—makes all the 
difference for a fulfilling journey.

Lee Daniels,is a freelancer who resides in 
Pleasantville, New York, and he is also an editor 
for ICU, a financial services research group in 
Ukraine. 

Photos by and courtesy of Lee Daniels. 

DISCOVERY IN TRAVEL

Tour de Mt. Blanc
Continued from page 5

CommunitySection
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Community Mosaic Mural unveiling
PORT CHESTER, NY-- Clay Art Center, 
a non-profit ceramic arts center which, for 
over 50 years, has been offering a stimulating 
space for studio practice, has advised of an 
upcoming ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
504 square foot community mosaic mural 
newly to be installed on the exterior of their 
building at 40 Beech Street on Saturday, 
September 7, at 4:00 p.m. Port Chester 
Mayor Neil Pagano will be present, and 
will have the honor of cutting the ribbon. 
NY State Senator George Latimer, and 
Janet Langsam, CEO of ArtsWestchester 
will speak about the impact of the arts on 
the community along with board members, 
Judith Weber and Reena Kashyap.

The concept of the community mural 
began in 2009 when an exterior installation 
was scheduled to be removed and the pos-
sibility of having a “bare white wall” seemed 
an intolerable option. The staff and artists 
immediately began brainstorming about 
what could replace it and the idea of install-
ing a ceramic mural was born. A committee 
was formed, a plan was made and public 

workshops with members of the community 
began to create the pieces of the mural. The 
image of a tree would be main subject of the 
mural, symbolizing who Clay Art Center is 
and what we do: the tree’s roots, which curve 

around its home of Port Chester, symbol-
ize the roots laid by our founders, which are 
deep and strong, and provide a home for all 
of the artists and students to create, work, be 
nourished and find inspiration; the trunk is 

the core of the tree which symbolizes the 
Clay Art Center artists who are central to 
the existence of the center; the branches are 
the core programs of Clay Art Center: edu-
cation, exhibitions and community arts; and 
the leaves that grow from the branches are 
the community of students from the Port 
Chester community and beyond who come 
to take classes, view an exhibit or participate 
in workshops. This beautiful piece of public 
art, made by the hands of our community, 
gives Clay Art Center an artistic exterior face 
and thereby identifies what goes on inside 
our doors. It honors all those who make time 
for creative expression and use clay as a trans-
formative medium.

The actual creation of the mosaic pieces 
of the mural took place over 5 years, first 
conceived under the leadership of founding 
director Reena Kashyap, and initially imple-
mented by Community Arts Fellow, Shanna 
Fliegel in 2009. Community Arts Director 
Ariel Plantz took the reigns in 2010, and has 
until the present time. Workshops were held 
for youth and adults to make leaves, hands, 

and other parts that depicted landmarks of 
Port Chester. CAC Artists made the pieces 
of the trunk, branches and roots. The pieces 
were dried, glazed and fired and were stored 
in boxes to wait to be installed. During the 
past two summers, Plantz supervised a team 
of interns to complete parts for the mosaic. 
As hundreds of pieces were made and 
nearing completion, the project was delayed 
by another year as technical installation 
issues presented a new set up challenges. In 
the winter of 2013, a solution was found and 
in June, the installation began.

“This mural truly connects clay with 
our community,” stated Executive Director 
Leigh Taylor Mickelson. “After many years 
of planning and effort, it is powerful to see 
this work of art forming on our building. 
Our hope is that it will bring more people 
through our doors, and act as a beacon to the 
arts here in Port Chester.”

Clay Art Center (CAC) is a nation-
ally recognized 501(c)(3) non-for-profit arts 
center founded in 1957 by Katherine Choy 
and Henry Okamoto. A champion for the 
arts in the community, CAC is the largest 
and most active ceramic facility in the tri-
state area.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
There were lots of sad faces 
among area children this 
week as back to school has 
arrived, or as my wife calls it 
“the most wonderful time of 

the year…”, so once you get the kids off to 
school sit back, pour yourself another cup of 
coffee and have a look at this week’s “back to 
school” edition of “News & Notes.”

The Trailside Nature Museum at Ward 

Pound Ridge Reservation in Cross River is 
presenting “Nature Games for Kids,” where 
kids can have fun learning about and experi-
encing nature through games.

This is a fun and interesting way 
to spend your Saturday morning. The 
Armstrong Education Center is having 
a workshop called Land Stewardship in 
Action, focusing on permaculture. Saturday, 
September 7th at 10:00am, learn how to 
make your backyard work for you. Led by 
the Armstrong Center’s Land Steward, 

Krista Munger and local expert beekeeper 
DJ Havercamp, the group will tour the land-
scape of the Armstrong Center, including 
organic gardens, beehive, chicken coop, and 
composting system.

Also on Saturday, The Katonah 
Museum of Art is hosting “Picture This! 
Saturday Story Time” at 10:30am. Muscoot 
Farm Manager “Muscoot Sue” will read 
charming picture books about all kinds of 
animals to celebrate harvest time. Following 
the reading, young visitors are welcome to 

create a fun farm scene using collage materi-
als. So come kick off the harvest season.

My daughter will be checking this 
out…the Field Library in Peekskill will 
be hosting free Kaplan PSAT, SAT, & 
ACT/SAT combination, Test Practice and 
Preparation Sessions this fall. Why take a 
FREE Kaplan Practice Test? A practice test 
is one of the best wants to get ready for the 
real thing! You will: know exactly what to 
expect on Test Day, get a complete analysis 
of your results, and learn exclusive strategies 
to improve your score.

Bedford Arts & Music is offering free 
demo classes this fall. Thursday, September 

5th at 9:30am, come to Family Dragon 
Karate, located on 910 Oakridge Commons 
in South Salem. This event is free so bring 
your young children, ages newborn to five 
years of age, to discover how much fun 
learning music together can be.

After a long first week of school come 
to the Katonah Village Library to enjoy 
a Sci-Fi movie presentation. On Friday, 
September 6th at 7:30pm the library will be 
showing “The Host” for free. Drop by, there 
will be popcorn and soft drinks, and enjoy 
this thriller.

Fun, food and education… on Saturday, 
Continued on page 7
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By SHERIF AWAD
North Korean leader Kim 
Il-sung once said: “Cinema 
is the most important of all 
arts.” Accordingly, since the 
division of Korea into two 

countries, North Korean films have often 
been used as vehicles for instilling govern-
ment ideology into the people; common 
themes were, work, sacrifice and martyrdom 
for the nation. The classic North Korean film 
“Fate of a Self-defence Corps Member”, based 
on a novel written by Kim Il-sung during the 
fight against the Japanese occupation reflects 
these themes, as does the highly regarded 
film, “Sea of Blood” (1969). The latter comes 
from a novel telling the story of a woman 
farmer who becomes a national heroine 
by fighting the Japanese. Another favorite 
theme is the happiness of the current society. 
These themes can be seen reflected in titles 
of feature films like “A Family of Workers”, 
“A Flowering Village”, “Rolling Mill Workers”, 
“When Apples Are Picked”, and “Girls at a 
Port”. The 21st Century appeared to be 
reasonably productive for North Korean 
cinema, its feature films and animations. 
However, researching the cinema of North 
Korea, from artistic and industrial view-
points, is a difficult endeavor given the 
isolated nature of the country that usually 
promotes its regional production with state-
ments of over-praising success.
One new North Korean feature film 
called “Comrade Kim Goes Flying” does not 
escape the aforementioned classic formulas 
although it was co- directed by three film-
makers, the Belgian Anja Daelemans, the 
Beijing-based British producer Nicholas 
Bonner, and the North Korean Kim 

Gwang Hun. “Comrade Kim” premiered 
at the Toronto Festival last year only to 
tour festivals like Durban in South Africa, 
Sydney in Australia, and Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands. Finally, it was seen last month 
at Lincoln Center as part of the New York 
Asian Film Festival.

Shot entirely in North Korea, with 
editing done in China and Belgium, the 
film’s on-dimensional characters and feel-
good screenplay can target young audiences 
with its fairytale style, likewise adults with 
its elements of nationalism, communism 
and propaganda. The title character Kim 
Yong Mi, played by real-life acrobat per-
former Han Jong Sim, is a 28-year-old 
North Korean young woman who lives 
with her father and grandmother in a small 
village nestles in the countryside. Yong Mi 
loves acrobatics but her father wants her to 
concentrate on her work in the coal mine. 
When she visits the Pyongyang Circus, she 
knew she could realize her childhood dream 
of becoming a trapeze artist. However, her 

attempt to join the circus is crushed by the 
arrogant trapeze star Pak Jang Phil who 
believes coal miners belong underground 
and not in the air.

Unlike classic North Korean films, 
“Comrade Kim” avoided relying on a central 
male character or the active interference of 
the party/state system to the point that the 
script at early stages was often rejected by the 
state run film and television studios. With 
a track record in mostly military themed 
movies, director Kim Gwang Hun and the 
two European co-directors approached 
“Comrade Kim” as a sports story of individual 
perseverance. However, their use of anima-
tion sequence and saturated colors in the 
cinematography process drove the film to 
the fantasy territory. Although the cast is 
dotted with some of the most famous North 
Korean actors, the two main characters (Han 
Jong Sim as Comrade Kim Yong Mi, and 
Pak Chung Guk as Pak Jang Phil) are pro-
fessional circus acrobats who went through 
an intensive acting course for this film but 
eventually did their own stunts.

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services
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during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
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CuLTuRAL PERSPECTIVES

September 7th at 3:00 pm, join the Bedford 
Fire Department for “Fire On the Green 
2013” on the green in Bedford Village. 
There will be live music from local bands, 
food, carnival games, and live fire and safety 
demonstrations. The event runs from 3pm 
to 8pm, so stop by for a little while or stay 
for the whole time. Maybe I’ll bring my air 
guitar and join one of the bands…

Here is a big event for all you horseback 
riders out there. On Sunday, September 
8th at 7:30am the Bedford Riding Lanes 
Association (BRLA) will have their 23rd 
Annual Pace. Teams of two or three riders 
will go off at two-minute intervals from 7:30 

to 11:30am, and will cross streams, navigate 
trails, and canter through beautiful fields. 
The BRLA Fall Pace is the first pace in the 
Associated Bridle Trails Fall Pace Series. 
There is also a Country Pace Luncheon 
under the tent afterwards, riders and non-
riders welcome. The luncheon sounds a bit 
more my speed, but the whole event is sure 
to be a great day.

The Katonah Village Library will 
be hosting a lecture, “Greenwashed” with 
author Kendra Pierre-Louis on Wednesday, 
September 11th at 7:00pm. The lecture will 
raise an important and rarely asked question 
– is this green consumer movement really 
any better for the planet?

Westchester Adventure Boot Camp 
is set to open at Leonard Park in Mount 
Kisco on Monday, September 9th. Classes 
will run Monday thru Friday at 5:30 and 
9:15am. Westchester Adventure Boot Camp 
is a fitness program designed especially for 
women, who will participate in fat-burning, 
muscle toning workouts. I wouldn’t want 
to mess with these ladies after this intense 
training.

My cousin Jeff and his darling wife 
just bought a new home here in northern 
Westchester, we are so excited to have them 
close by and we just picked up two more 
readers for the column… see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
Continued from page 6

Han Jong Sim performs her own stunts.

Comrade Kim Goes Flying

Continued on page 8
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Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is 
a film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and is the film critic of 
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.com/), 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the 
Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://www.
almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) 
and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

Comrade Kim Goes Flying

CuLTuRAL PERSPECTIVES

The two faces of Comrade Kim, a coal miner.... ...and an acrobat performer.

Continued from page 7

Groundbreaking Set for The Enclave On 5th
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By HEZI ARIS
On Tuesday, September 3, 
2013 at 1:00 p.m. a ground-
breaking ceremony will take 
place at 15 South 5th Avenue, 
Mount Vernon, NY, the site 

of a new mixed-use educational and housing 
development, The Enclave on 5th.

“We’re excited that Westchester 
Community College has chosen to invest 
more in Mount Vernon,” said Mayor Ernest 
D. Davis. “They bring with them a partner-
ship of private and public resources that will 
improve the area and meet the needs of our 
community.”

For many years people have gone by 
the empty building on South 5th Avenue off 
of First Street wondering when something 
was going to be done with the structure. For 
as many years, the City of Mount Vernon 
hoped someone would purchase the pri-
vately owned property and bring vibrancy 
back to the area.

Enclave Equities, through its develop-
ment arm, is rehabilitating the long vacant 
office building. The approximately 80,000 
square foot 4 story structure, formerly a 
NYNEX telephone call center, will be com-
pletely renovated with 40 new affordable 
housing units for senior households aged 55 
and over. The ground and sub-level floors 
will be the new home for the Westchester 
Community College Mount Vernon 
Extension Campus. It is within walking 
distance to shopping, hospitals, public 

transportation, and other facilities.
“Governor Cuomo has made it a 

priority to expand affordable housing for 
New Yorkers in need. The state’s investment 
in this senior housing project will provide 
high quality, stable housing and contribute 
to the State’s revitalization, by strengthen-
ing communities,” said Darryl C. Towns, 
Commissioner/CEO of New York State 
Homes & Community Renewal. “Earlier 
this year the Governor announced a $1 
billion House New York program, the state’s 

largest investment in affordable housing 
in more than a decade that will create and 
preserve more than 14,300 affordable 
housing units over five years across the State. 
I congratulate our partners for bringing the 
different funding resources together to make 
this project a success.”

Support and funding for the Enclave 
was made possible through a collaborative 
partnership, bringing public and private 
resources together to finance this innova-
tive project. New York State Homes & 
Community Renewal (HCR), through 
the Housing Finance Agency, is providing 
$5.22 million in bond financing and more 
than $370,000 in Low Income Housing 
Tax Credits to build the affordable senior 
housing units.

“Westchester Community College 
is excited about moving into this large 
Extension Center facility in Mount Vernon. 
Since the 1990s, we have had a presence 
in the city. This new site is 5,000-square-
feet larger than our current location on 
Gramatan Avenue. The new site will feature 
ten state-of-the-art classrooms, a lecture 
hall, and an Academic Support Center. 

This new building will help us interact even 
more with members of the community and 
to offer more services to our students,” says 
Dr. Joseph Hankin, President of Westchester 
Community College.

Participants in the National Builders 
Association Apprenticeship Program, which 
affords employment and training to local 
workers, have taken a role in the property’s reno-
vation. The renovation, which will also include a 
street level café, began in May and is anticipated 
to be completed by the end of this year.

We are very excited about this project,” 
said Michael Goldberg, CEO of Enclave 
Equities. “We believe that the state of the 
art build-out will have a long lasting positive 
impact on Mount Vernon’s centrally located 
5th Avenue corridor and anticipate that the 
unique tenancy and location of this project 
will catalyze significant growth and have 
a long term impact on the Mount Vernon 
community.”

“Mount Vernon will be seeing lots of 
progress in the coming months because of 
partnerships on the public and private level,” 
said Mayor Davis. “This is a great time for 
Mount Vernon.”

By HEZI ARIS
Valhalla, NY – BBS 
Architects, Landscape 
Architects and Engineers 
began construction and 
improvement work at the 

athletic fields and connecting roadways at the 
State University of New York Westchester 
Community College.

Located in Valhalla, N.Y., the fields 
will serve recreational, physical education, 
and competitive sports training needs of the 
college’s more than 24,000 full-time, part-
time, and continuing education students. 
The college’s facilities include the 218-acre 
main campus in Valhalla as well as extension 
sites in Peekskill, Ossining, White Plains, 
Yonkers, and Mount Vernon.

According to BBS President and 

Principal Architect, Roger P. Smith, AIA, 
LEED AP, “Following previous success-
ful collaborations, SUNY Westchester 
Community College retained BBS’ land-
scape architecture and civil engineering 
division to design the $2.5-million improve-
ments to the West Fields, Barrett Field, 
related buildings, and pedestrian and vehicu-
lar roadways.”

“The new fields will significantly 

improve the Westchester Community 
College’s athletic program, which includes 
the Region XV’s Division I men’s basketball 
team as well as women’s and men’s volley-
ball, soccer, bowling, baseball, softball, and 
golf teams. The upgraded facilities will also 
benefit Westchester County’s public school 
students and the entire local community by 
providing access to high quality recreational 
and sports facilities,” said Robert Cirillo, the 

college’s Superintendent of Physical Plant.
“The West Fields include a 3.7-acre 

baseball field and a 3-acre softball and soccer 
field. Improvements in this section will 
encompass re-configuration of the lower 
baseball field to provide a proper solar ori-
entation; natural turf repairs; construction 
of a new backstop, player dugouts, a 24’ by 
8’ Nevco model 1506 baseball scoreboard, 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Construction of New Athletic Fields at SuNY Westchester C.C. in Valhalla, N.Y.
New Fields Scheduled for Opening in 2014

Continued on page 9
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and an automatic irrigation system; re-
grading of the field; and installation of a new 
under-drainage system to improve stormwa-
ter retention and dissipation,” explained BBS 
Vice President and co-head of Site Planning 

and Design Group Curt T. Coronato, RLA, 
ASLA, CPSI.

The baseball field will be completely 
re-constructed to meet the current NCAA 
standards. The new field will feature a 
new backstop, dugouts, bullpens, warning 

tracks, and perimeter fencing. The baseball 
field and the infield will also receive a new 
drainage system. The existing natural turf 
will be replaced with grass sod rolled out on 
a new sand and compost base to allow the 
field to return to use shortly following the 

construction.
“BBS designed a new multi-purpose, 

1,000-sq.-ft. building, which will house a 
concession stand, bathrooms, and utility 
rooms on the first floor and a press box 
on the second floor,” said BBS Director of 
Architecture Joseph Rettig, AIA, LEED 

AP. “The structure will feature light gray, 
split-face block bearing walls, double hung 
windows, concrete slab on metal deck floors, 
shingle-covered pitched roof in the back, and 
a hip roof in the front. The roof structure will 
consist of light gauge metal frame rafters. 
Two eight-foot-wide, 40-foot-long bleach-
ers will also feature split-face block walls and 
single-pitched roof. New electrical, water 
distribution, and sanitary sewer systems will 
be extended across the West Fields to service 
the new building,” added Rettig.

Upgrades to the 3.40-acre Barrett Field 
will include field re-grading, an under-drain-
age system, an irrigation system, a new 12’ x 
5’ Nevco Model 3502 scoreboard, and new 
bleachers adjacent to the existing grandstand.

“All fields will be upgraded with under-
drainage systems, which will consist of 
plastic collection chambers on crushed stone 
bases and perforated polyethylene pipes 
buried around the perimeters of the fields,” 
explained BBS Vice President and co-head 
of Site Planning and Design Group John R. 
Longo, ASLA. “BBS also designed several 
overflow stormwater retention basins, which 
will be landscaped and planted with indig-
enous plant species native to Westchester 
County,” he added.

In addition to the athletic field 

89th Annual

Yorktown Grange Fair
September 5 — September 8

Exhibits & Contests

For the Kids

Saturday at Noon

Stunt

 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Construction of New Athletic Fields at SuNY Westchester C.C. in Valhalla, N.Y.

BBS Architects, Landscape Architects and Engineers began $2.5-million construction and 
improvement projects at the athletic fields and connecting roadways at the State University of New 

York Westchester Community College in Valhalla, N.Y.

As part of the $2.5-million athletic facilities improvement program at the SUNY 
Westchester Community College, BBS Architects will redevelop the 6.7-acre West Fields, 
including construction of new support structures, natural turf surface, access roads, and 

irrigation and under-drainage systems.

Continued from page 8

Continued on page 10
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improvements, the work will include a new 
emergency vehicle access drive. This roadway 
will provide access to the West Field baseball 
fields from the existing Knollwood Gate 
access drive, and a new pedestrian path con-
necting the West Field with the Physical 
Education building, which will improve 
pedestrian access and reduce conflicts 
between pedestrians and vehicles.

In order to limit an impact of the project 
on the environment, the design team re-
constructed and improved several existing 
pathways without significantly increasing 
paved areas throughout the campus. This 
solution increased the paved surfaces by less 
than five percent, in spite of the significant 
extent of work, which will create 1,300 feet 
of walkways and over 500 feet of roadways. 

The new pedestrian walkways and roads, 
building, spectator areas, and fields will 
provide a full access to users with disabilities.

In addition to BBS Architects, the 
project team includes the office of Thomas 
Riley, PE, structural engineer for the multi-
purpose building, and Avanti Building 
Construction, general contractor. 

BBS Architects, Landscape Architects 
and Engineers Headquartered in Patchogue, 
NY and established in 1975, BBS Architects, 
Landscape Architects and Engineers is 
a leading Long Island and NY/NJ/CT 
Tri-state area designer of sustainable educa-
tional, commercial, institutional, public and 
athletic facilities. The firm designed the first 
LEED-certified public school in New York 
State, the Hampton Bays Middle School in 
Hampton Bays, NY, which received LEED 

Silver certification as well as the 2012 
Green Ribbon School designation from 
the White House and the U.S. Department 
of Education. Over the last decade, BBS 
has designed educational facilities valued 
at $1.6 billion. The firm’s services include 
architecture, interior design and landscape 
architecture as well as civil, mechanical, elec-
trical and plumbing engineering.

BBS’ current and recent work includes 
the new 60,000-sq.-ft. Life Sciences 
Building at the Suffolk County Community 
College Ammerman Campus in Selden, 
NY, which is targeting LEED Gold cer-
tification; the 100-room Hyatt Place East 
End hotel in Riverhead, NY; LIU Post’s 
$1.6-million Mullarkey Hall renovation 
in Brookville, NY; the new, three-story, 
25,500-sq.-ft. addition at the Southampton 

Elementary School in Southampton, 
NY; the Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
Administrative Building in Coram, NY; 
the 24,000-sq.-ft. Brown’s Fiat dealership in 
Medford, NY; the $5.7-million Smithtown 
Main Library expansion and three branch 
libraries in Smithtown, N.Y.; and the new 
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church in 
North Merrick, NY.

Westchester Community College State 
University of New York

Westchester Community College 
State University of New York was founded 
in 1946 as the New York State Institute 
of Applied Arts and Sciences in White 
Plains. In 1957, the County of Westchester 
bought the 360-acre John Hartford estate 
in Valhalla and designated 218 acres for the 
community college. It is the largest college in 
Westchester County.

There are approximately 12,000 

full- and part-time college credit students. 
Continuing education students bring the 
total number served by the college each 
semester to more than 24,000. The college 
offers more than 60 associate and certificate 
programs, including three types of associate 
degrees in 36 subject areas: the Associate in 
Arts for students transferring to four-year 
institutions in the liberal arts; the Associate 
in Science for those transferring to four-year 
institutions for business, math, science or 
health careers; and the Associate in Applied 
Science for those preparing to seek immedi-
ate employment, change careers or transfer. 
In addition, certificate programs, typically 
requiring between 15 to 33 credits, are 
offered in approximately 20 career fields.

Renderings by and courtesy of BBS Architects, 
Landscape Architects and Engineers.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Construction of New Athletic Fields at SuNY Westchester C.C. in Valhalla, N.Y.
Continued from page 9

By ROGER WITHERSPOON
Federal regulators have 
granted a special exemp-
tion to the Indian Point 2 
nuclear power plant in New 
York, allowing it to become 

the first in the nation to generate electricity 
with an expired operating license.

The action by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission does not grant the plant its long-
sought, contentious, 20-year operating license 
extension. But the Commissioners’ action 
does let the plant continue operating as long 
as it uses the expired license as an operational 
guide and updates both its safety analysis and 
the management program for ageing equip-
ment and systems (http://pbadupws.nrc.
gov/docs/ML1319/ML13197A034.
pdf ) . The original 40-year operating license 
for Indian Point 2 expires at midnight, 
September 28. The license for its sister nuclear 
plant, Indian Point 3, expires in December, 
2015. Entergy has not sought an exemption 
for this second plant.

While permission to continue operat-
ing after the license expired was expected, 
the formal approval ends some of the uncer-
tainty surrounding the operation of the 
controversial plants. But it will provide little 
help to the deteriorating balance sheet of 
Entergy, owners of the Indian Point plants, 
who are having trouble finding and retain-
ing customers on the wholesale electricity 
markets as long as the future of the nuclear 
plants remains unsettled.

The twin reactors on the Hudson River, 
about 25 miles north of the Manhattan, 
produce about 2,100 megawatts, but sell 
only 560 megawatts into the New York 
City-Westchester County service area of 

the state’s electric grid. That is about 5% of 
the 13,000 megawatts the region consumes 
on a summer day. Indeed, the Independent 
System Operator, which runs the grid, states 
in its current Power Trends assessment that 
Indian Point 2 can be shut with no impact 
on either daily electrical needs or system 
reliability.

The ISO projects that there would be 
a deficit of some 750 megawatts, however, if 
Indian Point 3 shuts down at the end of 2015 
and the shortfall is not filled either through 
conservation measures, improved transmis-
sion capabilities, or new generation. The 
Princeton-based NRG Energy has already 
submitted a proposal to the Public Service 
Commission to provide 1,040 megawatts of 
electricity from new, combined-cycle natural 
gas plants in Astoria, Queens.

The most notable fiscal blow to Indian 
Point came from the New York Power 
Authority, which provides electricity for 
municipal government operations in New 
York City and Westchester County, as well 
as the subways, street lights, schools, and 
LaGuardia and Westchester Airports. The 
company notified Entergy last fall that is 
not renewing its contract for electricity from 
Indian Point. That decision ends a 40-year 
association between the utility and Indian 
Point.

NYPA built and operated Indian Point 
3, and sold it to Entergy in 2000 along 
with a seven-year contract to purchase all 
the electricity from the 1,000-Megawatt 
plant. But NYPA has been phasing out its 
reliance on Indian Point as the state’s grid 
has matured and other reliable sources of 
electricity became available. The current 
contract, which ends next month, buys only 
200 megawatts from Indian Point

Consolidated Edison, which built and 
operated Indian Point 2, sold it to Entergy 
in 2001 when it was transitioning from a 
monopoly utility with its own power plants, 
to the present transmission company whose 
power lines carry all of the electricity in the 
NYC/WC electric grid. ConEd has some 4 
million residential and 200,000 business cus-
tomers in the region. Like NYPA, ConEd 
initially purchased all of the electricity 
produced by Indian point 2, but has been 
phasing out its reliance on the plant in recent 
years. Its current contract calls for just 350 
megawatts from its former nuclear power 
plant. ConEd will purchase 550 megawatts 
under its new contract next month, and 
Entergy is desperately seeking buyers for its 
remaining 1,450 megawatts.

“To our knowledge,” said Bill Hunger 
of Moody’s Investors Service, “the ConEd 
contract is the only publicly disclosed 
contract for the Indian Point units. The Con 
Ed contract is unit contingent, which means 
Entergy has no obligation to provide power 
if the reference unit is not running for essen-
tially any reason.

“While the units can continue to 
operate beyond their respective license 
expiration dates until an NRC decision 
is reached, it would be risky (and credit 
negative) for Entergy to contract the plants 
on a firm basis beyond the license dates, 
because power prices are highly volatile. 
While the Con Ed contract seems to show 
that unit contingent contracts are available, 
they are generally less lucrative than firm 
contracts.”

Moody’s currently gives Entergy a Baa3 
rating, which is its lowest level above junk 
bond status.

Indian Point 2 can continue operating 
on its expired license under a federal pro-
cedural law which was intended to prevent 
plants from being shut down solely due to 
bureaucratic delays. The law provides for 
a “period of timely renewal” which allows 
plants which have met all of their require-
ments to continue operating until the agency 
completes its review.

The NRC requires plants seeking a new 
license to apply at least five years prior to its 
expiration. That is generally sufficient for the 
agency’s review of the plant operator’s plans 
to monitor its ageing equipment. Most of 
the 72 nuclear plants which have received 
extended, 20-year licenses from the NRC 
earned their approvals in 18 months to two 
years.

The only previous exemption was given 
to AmerGen Energy Company, the opera-
tors of the Oyster Creek nuclear power plant 
in Ocean County, New Jersey in December, 
2004. AmerGen was jointly owned by 
Exelon, the Chicago-based nuclear company, 

and British Energy. But BE ran into finan-
cial difficulties and sold its share of Oyster 
Creek to its American partner at the end 
of 2003. It took several months before the 
financial and legal issues were worked out 
and Exelon could actually assume complete 
control and prepare a formal license renewal 
request, less than five years before its license 
would expire.

The NRC approved the exemption, 
though it proved to be unnecessary. Oyster 
Creek’s 20 year license extension was granted 
April 8, 2009, just one day before it would 
have expired ( http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/
docs/ML0429/ML042960164.pdf ).

Opposition from civic groups is rarely 
sufficient to significantly block the relicens-
ing of a nuclear power plant, since litigation 
is extremely expensive and opponents have 
to take on both the plant’s operating 
company and the NRC, whose stated goal is 
to relicense all of the nation’s nuclear plants.

What has made the relicensing of 

Nuke Plant to Run on Expired Operating License
ENERGY MATTERS

Continued on page 11
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ENERGY MATTERS

Indian Point the nation’s most protracted 
was the groundswell of public support gen-
erated by a coalition of environmental and 
grass roots organizations. That support, in 
turn, made closing the plant an issue for 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman and 
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo.

The Governor has charged the state 
Public Service Commission and NYPA 
with developing a comprehensive alternative 
to the Indian Point plants and a process for 
eliminating disruptions caused by the shut 

down or any other four reactors in the state. 
The James A Fitzpatrick plant, which is also 
owned by Entergy, is believed to be losing 
money and has been plagued with equip-
ment breakdowns.

Schneiderman’s aggressive environ- 
mental unit has six attorneys working full 
time on legal challenges to Indian Point, 
as well as funds to hire a battery of experts 
in nuclear power operations to assist them. 
Schneiderman successfully challenged the 
more than 200 exemptions to fire safety 
standards that the NRC granted Indian 
Point, requiring the agency to prepare a 

detailed impact assessment of the decreased 
fire safety.

More significantly Schneiderman, 
joined by the Attorney Generals of Vermont 
and Connecticut, won a federal court chal-
lenge to the NRC’s Waste Confidence Rule 
( http://bit.ly/OQ0V1q ) allowing plants 
to store spent nuclear fuel for a century. 
The U.S. Court of Appeals held that the 
NRC must file an Environmental Impact 
Assessment of possible future damages 
caused by such on-site storage ( http://bit.
ly/17WPn2Z ).

It will take the NRC at least two years 
to develop a comprehensive EIS for the 
more than 2,000 tons of highly radioactive 

waste stored at Indian Point. This is the 
primary cause of the delay in processing the 
license past its expiration date.

Regardless of what decisions the NRC 
makes, Indian Point will be shut down if it 
cannot meet state environmental standards 
governing its use of Hudson River water in 
its cooling system.

The state Department of Environmental 
Conservation has ruled that the once-
through cooling system used at Indian Point 
violates the Clean Water Act and must be 
replaced with a more efficient, recirculating 
water system. A closed cycle system like the 
one used at Entergy’s Vermont Yankee plant 
– which the state DEC has recommended 

– resembles a four-story radiator and cuts 
water use and fish mortality by 95%.

The plants seven massive pumps draw 
some 2.5 billion gallons of Hudson River 
water daily into the plant’s heat exchangers, 
dumping hotter water back in to the river – 
almost double the daily water usage of the 
region’s 9 million residents. In the process, 
billions of fish are sucked in to the plant and 
killed each year. Entergy is currently fighting 
the ruling in protracted hearings before a 
DEC administrative law judge.
--Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters at 
www.RogerWitherspoon.com

Nuke Plant to Run on Expired Operating License
Continued from page 10

Oil No Longer Drives Mideast Policy
CuRRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
As the Obama administration 
wrestled this week, more or 
less in public, with its options 
for responding to a poison 
gas attack in the Damascus 

suburbs, one consideration was conspicuously 
absent: the potential effect on oil prices.

We may look back on this moment as 
a waypoint marking a shift in the balance of 
geopolitical power, one that favors America 
and its allies and weakens Middle East autoc-
racies, along with Russia, which is Syria’s chief 
apologist. (Whether the current administration 
is prepared to take advantage of this power shift 
is another matter.)

In a nutshell, booming U.S. and Canadian 
oil production has largely decoupled the North 
American oil market from that of the rest of 
the world. And if the same technologies that 
have enabled the North American boom 
eventually boost production in other major oil 
markets, from Western Europe to China, the 
Middle East oil powers may eventually find 
themselves economically marginalized.

If the world no longer depends on the 
free flow of petroleum through the Strait of 
Hormuz, will we continue to care more about 
the Middle East than we do about other 
distant places, such as Africa?

I believe the answer is yes. For one thing, 
the Middle East is home to one suspected 
nuclear power – Israel – as well as an opposing 
power, Iran, which appears bent on acquir-
ing the same capability. For another thing, the 
financial heft already accumulated by Saudi 
Arabia and other Persian Gulf states will not 
dissipate overnight, no matter what happens 
to the future demand for their oil. Many 
Americans also genuinely care about longtime 
allies like Israel, Egypt and Jordan, and have 
strong family and cultural ties throughout the 
region.

While the prospect of no longer depend-
ing on Mideast oil does not mean we will 
walk away from the region, it will change our 

approach – and that of our adversaries. We can 
already see this shift. Iran has made threats all 
week about the consequences of a strike on 
Syria, but it has not threatened to interfere with 
oil shipments. Struggling under heavy financial 
sanctions, Iran would hurt itself more than it 
would hurt the West if it took action against oil 
movements.

Recent price trends for two major oil price 
benchmarks illustrate how the American and 
global oil markets have diverged. West Texas 
Intermediate is the reference price that reflects 
supply and demand trends here. Brent crude 
is the key indicator for oil that is delivered in 
Europe and Asia. Actual pricing in the real 
world is far more complex, reflecting all sorts 
of adjustments for quality, delivery date, trans-
portation costs and other factors, but these 
indicators give us a general sense of where 
markets stand and how they got there.

For the past several years, WTI traded 
at discounts of roughly $10 to $20 per barrel 
compared to Brent. On the surface this seems 
odd, because the U.S. economy, though hardly 
robust, has been a stellar performer compared 
to most of Europe. Both indexes set records 
early in 2008, just before the financial crisis, 
and then collapsed after markets froze and 
economies congealed. We could have expected 
U.S. oil prices to rebound faster than Europe’s, 
because our economy has done better since the 
crash.

But the rapid growth in oil output in the 
midsection of the country, from Texas and 
New Mexico northward to Montana and 
North Dakota, overwhelmed storage and 
transportation capacity in the region. There 
was literally no place to put the oil, and often 
no easy way to move it except by truck, until the 
railroads raced to expand their capacity. New 
pipeline facilities took even more time to arrive. 
As a result, many U.S. refineries in heavily 
populated coastal states had to keep importing 
foreign crude, which artificially sustained the 
Brent benchmark. As recently as six months 
ago, Brent traded at $23 a barrel above WTI, 
at about $113 versus $90.

But then the gap rapidly disappeared 
– not because Brent prices dropped very far, 
but because WTI prices rose. New transport 
capacity has made it easier for North American 
refineries to get their hands on North 
American crude. Our prices rose, while a slowly 
improving global economy probably helped 
support oil prices abroad. By late July, the two 
benchmark grades’ prices were within $2 of one 
another, in the neighborhood of $105 a barrel.

The gap reappeared this week as the 
potential for military action in Syria grew closer. 
Prices increased on both sides of the Atlantic, 
but not by very much. At midweek WTI 
was trading around $109 a barrel, while Brent 
was near $115. That’s pretty high considering 
the still-weak economy, but not close to the 
2008 record of about $147 for Brent. Some 
analysts predicted that fighting in Syria could 
cause Brent to spike near that record, though 

considering the size of oil stockpiles in many 
places, I think that’s doubtful. Nobody seemed 
to think conflict in the Middle East would have 
much lasting effect here in the United States.

So President Obama had the luxury of 
being able to disregard oil prices, and the poten-
tial harm to the American job market a shift 
in those prices might cause, as he considered 
what steps he might want to take against the 
Syrian regime. I hope he remembers this when 
he gets around to reconsidering the Keystone 
XL pipeline that would bring additional crude 
from northern Canada’s oil sands to U.S. refin-
eries. The environmental lobby wants Obama 
to block that project, in the vain hope that 
this would limit development of Canada’s oil 
(which, if not consumed here, will go to China 
and elsewhere) and the emission of greenhouse 
gases.

Carbon dioxide, however, is not the only 
gas the president ought to consider when he 
looks over the State Department’s shoulder in 
the Keystone XL review. He ought to think 

about sarin, the nerve gas that the Syrian gov-
ernment is suspected of unleashing on its own 
people. He ought to remember how North 
American oil production gave him more 
latitude to respond to Syria’s breach of his 
much-hyped “red line.”

Which gas will the president view as the 
bigger threat? Your guess is as good as mine. 
But whatever he decides to do, he won’t have to 
worry very much about how it affects the price 
we pay at the gas pump.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a sophis-
ticated client base since 1986. After six years with 
Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and family wealth 
planning, he founded his own firm in Hastings on 
Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily 
and became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm 
expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to 
Atlanta in 2008.
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By BOB MARRONE
After years of scratching 
my head over the pro-
tracted miscalculations 
and resultant failures of 
our foreign policy in the 
Middle East, it occurs to 

me that we are a country immersed in a 
spiritual war with ourselves. We are, at 
once starkly aware of the need to do things 
that are in our best interests while we 
wrestle with the guilt of doing so. What 
is worse, our good intentions have been 
muddled, muted, questioned or blindly 

jeered by anyone with an agenda to pursue, 
or an axe to grind. We are often like the 
neurotic who, riddled with angst over 
his ambivalence, asks his doctor, friends, 
family and friendly bartender, what he 
should do. At other times we act naively, 
with resolve fueled by what we believe to 
be the righteousness of our position.

It was not always so.
Not that long ago, say the Vietnam 

era and prior, much of our foreign policy 
was based on what became known in 
contemporary times as the Kissinger 
Doctrine, after that most famous of 
Secretaries of State, Henry Kissinger. 

Kissinger was an adherent to the discipline 
of “Real Politic” as applied to the second 
half of his mind set; that our policies and 
the decisions derived from them should be 
based, almost solely, on what is in our best 
interests. Real politic, simply means, that 
if I have a bigger bat than you do, or you 
desperately need something that I have, 
you will bend to my will. This reality is still 
the prime dynamic in foreign relations, 
but it is never explicit, covered by face-
safe language and tempered somewhat 
by presumed moral arguments and world 
opinion.

Beginning in the 1960’s when people 
hit the streets to protest the Vietnam War, 
and progressively ever since, Americans in 
particular, have become ever more aware 
of the damage done by our past foreign 
policies. The dominance of radio and tele-
vision, coupled with the loss of innocence, 
brought home the reality that was CIA 
led coups in places like Chile and South 
Vietnam, the setting up of friendly dicta-
tors in the Middle East and elsewhere. A 
simple, if distasteful fact emerged; that a 
large part of our success in the world, was 
driven by our very realistic polices towards 
other countries.

The conflict in all this is that we, as 
a country, often tried to take the high 
road, particularly in the way we fought 
wars and even went on to rebuild devas-
tated foes. The rebuilding of Germany and 
the rise of Japan following World War 
II are great examples of this. The same 
values that drove those efforts, also drove 

left leaning Democrats in the sixties and 
later the more recent Neo-Conservative 
movement. While I, in general, have been 
no fan of the neo-cons, as they are called, 
they have to be given great moral credit 
for their belief in the values of western 
democracy as it applies to the Middle 
East. They sincerely believed that support-
ing dictators like the Shah of Iran, Saddam 
Hussein and Hosni Mubarak was wrong, 
and that the long suffering peoples under 
these despots would welcome freedom 
and democratic institutions with open 
arms.

One of the ironies of this is our current 
displeasure with leakers like Bradley 
Manning and Eric Snowden. These naïve 
men also thought they were doing the right 
thing. Yes, what they did broke the law and 
the neo-cons did not. The harsh reality is 
that one’s own morality is not always ben-
eficial to the common good. Another irony 
is the aspect of the neo-cons that is anti-
science and overly committed to religious 
dogma. These are the kinds of things that 
have made the Middle East impossible 
to govern. Fortunately, here in America, 
these dynamics are tempered by secular, 
Western values and tolerance of diversity. 
Nonetheless, it is useful to point out how 
even in our great democracy, reason must 
insist on its place at the table.

So here we are, ready to enter another 
war, this one in Syria, because the gov-
ernment there used chemical weapons. 
Really? It reminds me of the story of the 
guy who is asked on his way to the electric 

chair if he would prefer AC or DC current. 
Does it really matter?

We have a president who is being 
asked to strike because using those 
weapons is wrong. His caution is being 
called feckless by his internal enemies 
simply because they know that no matter 
what he does it will be wrong. It is a free 
ride on his back. He will be either a coward 
or a war criminal. What our leaders from 
both parties should be asking themselves 
is what is best for us. The truth is, there 
are no easy answers. In this time of social 
media, a decision made, that is judged best 
for America will rightfully be called cruel 
and immoral. If, instead, we enter another 
war, we will look like the good guy in the 
eyes of the world, and we likely will have 
helped al Qaeda.

Another very hard truth is that 
many of the countries in turmoil, Syria, 
Egypt, Iraq and Afghanistan, have none 
of the western values that would enable 
them to maintain a democracy. To think 
so is pure fantasy. Their values, education 
systems, cultures and poisonous adher-
ence to religion make it impossible. It 
will be many generations, well passed our 
lifetimes, before democracy, or even free 
thought, will be sustainable in these places.

There is no right way to proceed. 
This is simply the way it is. For all of the 
criticism of Barack Obama, or whomever 
might hold that office. We should be very 
glad on this occasion, that we are not him.

Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer for The Westchester Guardian.
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The Pros and Cons of Attacking Syria—A Symposium
MIDDLE EAST FORuM

By DAVID P. GOLDMAN
Go after the dog’s master, 
not the dog.
Kudos to Michael Ledeen 
for explaining that the 
road to Damascus starts 

in Tehran. As Israel Prime Minister 
Netanyahu explained on Aug. 25, “Assad’s 
regime isn’t acting alone. Iran, and Iran’s 
proxy, Hezbollah, are there on the ground 
playing an active role assisting Syria. In 
fact, Assad’s regime has become a full 
Iranian client and Syria has become Iran’s 
testing ground. … Iran is watching and it 
wants to see what will be the reaction to 
the use of chemical weapons.”

We are at war with Iran, and I 
have little to add to Michael’s excellent 
summary. As he reiterates, we have been 
at war with Iran for decades. The only 
distinction is that Iran knows this and 
the Obama administration pretends it’s 

not happening. Because the American 
public is disgusted with the miserable 
return on our investment of 5,000 lives, 
50,000 casualties, and $1 trillion in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, Republicans are too 
timid to push for decisive military action 
to stop Iran’s nuclear program — although 
air strikes rather than ground troops would 
be required.

I made a similar case on March 29:
It’s pointless to take potshots at 

Obama for failing to act on Syria. What 
we should say is this: “Iran is the main 
source of instability in the Middle East. 
Iran’s intervention in Syria has turned the 
country into a slaughterhouse. By showing 
weakness to Iran, the Obama administra-
tion encourages its murderous activities 
elsewhere in the region.”

I also recommend Ed “Give War a 
Chance” Luttwak’s Aug. 25 op-ed in the 
New York Times, “In Syria, America Loses 

if Either Side Wins.” Victory for Assad 
would be victory for Iran. “And if the rebels 
win, “ Luttwak wrote, “moderate Sunnis 
would be politically marginalized under 
fundamentalist rulers.” The whole region 
is paralyzed and ripe for destabilization. 
Saudi subsidies are keeping Egypt from 
starving, literally. “Turkey has large and 
restless minority populations that don’t 
trust their own government, which itself 
does not trust its own army. The result has 
been paralysis instead of power, leaving 
Mr. Erdogan an impotent spectator of the 
civil war on his doorstep.” I would add that 
Turkey also is at economic free-fall with 
its stock market down by 40% in dollar 
terms since April.

Luttwak argues that the U.S. should 
favor “an indefinite draw.” Here I disagree: 
the chemical attack shows how easily 
Iran can manipulate events in Syria 
to suit its strategic objectives. The best 

solution is Yugoslav-style partition: an 
Alawite redoubt in the Northwest includ-
ing Latakia (where Russia has its naval 
station), and a Sunni protectorate in the 
rest of the country, except for an autono-
mous zone for Syria’s Kurds. Everyone 
wins except the Turks, who understandably 
abhor the idea of an independent Kurdish 
entity. Someone has to lose, though. What 
has Turkey done for us lately?

Obama probably will choose the 
worst of all possible alternatives. Daniel 
Pipes warns that this course of action 
“will also entail real dangers. Bashar al-
Assad’s notorious incompetence means his 
response cannot be anticipated. Western 
strikes could, among other possibilities, 
inadvertently lead to increased regime 
attacks on civilians, violence against Israel, 
an activation of sleeper cells in Western 
countries, or heightened dependence on 
Tehran. Surviving the strikes also permits 

Assad to boast that he defeated the United 
States. In other words, the imminent 
attack entails few potential benefits but 
many potential drawbacks. As such, it 
neatly encapsulates the Obama adminis-
tration’s failed foreign policy.”

If the problems of the Middle East 
look intractable now, consider what they 
will look like if Iran can promote mass 
murder from under a nuclear umbrella. 
The hour is late. If we Republicans can’t 
summon the courage to advance funda-
mental American national security issues 
in the midst of crisis, we will deserve the 
voters’ contempt.

First published for PJMedia on August 28, 
2013. http://www.meforum.org/3599/
attacking-syria

Mr. Goldman, president of Macrostrategy 
LLC, is a fellow at the Middle East Forum 
and the London Center for Policy Research.
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By GLENN SLABY
Anyone mentioned in the 
writings of both Henri 
Nouwen and Thomas 
Merton deserves a closer 
look. She was a woman in 

love with God, which might turn off some 
of our readers. Her failures, her struggles, 
her resilience, and of course her accom-
plishments - the adventure which was her 
life, is worth a read. Here is a partial list of 
her awards:
The Cross of St. George, for bravery on the 
Russian Front, during World War I.
The Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, Papal medal 
for “exceptional and outstanding work, 
1960.
The International Mark Twain Society 
Award
Member of the Order of Canada in 1976, 
for her life’s accomplishments.

Can success occur without failure, 
without pain, without love? The journey 
began in Nizhny-Novgorod, Russia, 
on August 15, 1896 with the birth of 
Catherine Kolyschkine to wealthy and 
deeply Christian parents, minor nobility of 
Czarist Russia and the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Her path included starving as a 
refugee, a broken marriage, single parent-
hood, a witness and first-hand experience of 
extreme poverty, hunger, and homelessness. 
The lives we live intertwined with twisted 
paths challenge us, diverts us, compelling 
us to mystery and destiny, but somehow 
she always focused on that one Love above 
all loves. Through uncertainty she persisted, 
questioned and searched, becoming vulner-
able, helpless and susceptible. She therefore 
was punished, threatened, chastised and 
failed, renewed, regrouped, and succeeded 
with true love in a desert wilderness.

Her aristocrat father, a career diplomat 
brought exposure to the Catholic faith 
through education in Egypt. Back home, 
in 1910, she was admitted to a prestigious 
academy and two years later she married 
Baron Boris de Hueck; she was 15 and he 
was her first cousin. Their marriage was a 
disaster. Upon the onset of World War 
One, Baroness de Hueck become a Red 
Cross nurse serving on the front lines.

Escape
The Russian Revolution destroyed 

the world they knew and tainted her for 
life.(Over 20 members of her family were 
killed) As I see much of the suffering occur-
ring today, she saw the Revolution the same 

way - as a tragic consequence of a Christian 
society’s failure (through political leader-
ship) to incarnate their faith. She witnessed 
and protested the hypocrisy of those who 
professed to follow Christ, while failing 
to serve Him through others. Have times 
changed? In our own Congress are we are 
debating ending benefits to the least?

“Christianity has not been tried and 
found wanting; it has been found difficult and 
not tried.” Gilbert K. Chesterton.

She reached England, through Finland 
as refugees in 1919, labored and struggled. 
By 1921, she was living in Canada, entered 
the Roman Catholic Church and became 
a mother to her only child, George. Again, 
she struggled. Whil her husband was 
ailing she discovered her speaking skills. 
Lecturing and prosperity followed, but 
peace was constantly elusive. The Faith and 
the continuous calling of “Arise-go…sell all 
you possess and follow Me,” haunted her 
until she did just that while providing for 
her son.

The great depression fueled the pro-
Communist’s flames. The Catholic Church 
saw its members drifting to the charities 
and benefits offered by the Communists’ 
grass roots movements. Catherine de 
Hueck witnessed the tragedy of bigotry 
and problems associated with the unem-
ployed, restless, idle youth, and substituted 
despair with the hope of Faith. With the 
Archbishop’s approval she moved to slums 
of Toronto in 1934, selling all her posses-
sions - to live a hidden lay apostolate life.

Friendship House, Failure and 
a Journey in Harlem.

Friendship House began with begging 
for everything and sharing. As membership 
grew, they lectured, taught classes. And set 
up a newspaper to combat communism. 
Her interracial ideas of justice and equality 
were considered too drastic, too radical; she 
was ironically labeled a Communist sympa-
thizer. It was forced to close in 1936. Not 
being content, she spent a year in Europe, 
studying, observing the group, Catholic 
Action, learning from her mistakes and 
their success.

Again wanting to challenge the 
terrible strife of hunger, unemployment, 
idleness and despondency combined and 
fueled with racial ignorance, looking to 
bring Catholic Faith to the masses she 
went to the one place where both existed 
– Harlem 1938. With an invite by Fr. John 
Lafarge S.J., and assistance from Cardinal 
Hayes and Cardinal Spellman, the House 
prospered. Again, there were classes on faith 
and education, a newspaper, a free library. 
Other Friendship Houses opened through-
out the country.

Depending on the individual, through 
failure, success may come. And failure 
occurred again. With an unlikely marriage 
to Chicago newspaper reporter, Eddie 
Doherty in1943, and voting differences 
with the staff over items she considered 
important to the apostolate, she resigned in 
1947 as Director General.

unexpected Beginnings, Again.
Through hindsight, the hand of 

providence can be seen at work. Through 
two failed Friendship Houses, no place 
to call home, a new stage was beginning, 

unplanned, unforeseen in the small town of 
Combermere, Ontario, Canada. Intending 
to retire but with the desire outreach to 
her neighbors, Mrs. Doherty applied her 
nursing and other skills, established the 
newspaper, Restoration, and a lay aposto-
late training center. February 1951, saw the 
sacred act of consecration to Jesus through 
Mary and a marriage vow of chastity. In a 
world based and imbedded to the physical 
and material, another promise, another 
effort without hypocrisy, without compro-
mise, to be a living gospel.

Again, people, came to volunteer. 
Further vows of poverty, chastity and obe-
dience on April 1954, led to a spiritual 
foundation of the home that still serves 
today - Madonna House. Again, they 
begged for what was needed, gave what 
they could to the poor. By the year 2000, 15 
years after her death, stood a staff of 200, 
over 125 associate priests, deacons, bishops 
and 22 field houses from the Americas 
to Europe, the West Indies and Africa. 
However, her Christian faith and outreach 
extended far beyond Houses serving the 
poor.

Out of her paths and trials came 
the book, Poustinia, the greatest of all her 
works. A Russian word meaning desert was 
the great spiritual meditation she left us. It 
is “a place to meet God in silence, solitude 
and prayer.” Here we are invited to leave the 
world and enter the chamber of our hearts 
wherever our bodies may be in the midst of 
this life – from the supermarket to the gas 

station – and have our souls bloom in this 
prayerful simplicity.

The printed word has an impact 
beyond generational divides. Mrs. 
Doherty’s words are in hundreds of articles 
and over 30 books. Why does our culture 
not revere such a writer concerned with that 
very inner core of any and every individual? 
Can the works, ideas be obsolete? Or is it 
that our culture does not have room, nor 
time for deep thought. Or is it that were 
are so addicted, deeply encumbered with 
the mass of noise which distracts us from 
true reality, like me. who a lot of times feels 
the need/desire to fuel one of my Achilles’ 
heels –the television and imprinting images 
on the brain.

Would the book and practice of 
Poustinia have been possible with the 
failures faced in the Friendships Houses? 
Could Madonna House have been possible 
without these failures? Maybe failure is not 
the catastrophe, the end of all but a stepping 
stone to the next endeavor? It may all 
depend on faith, endurance, and resilience 
of the individual and those around them.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former account with an MBA, he is a free-
lancer with The Westchester Guardian, writes 
part-time, and struggles with mental illness, 
yet works at the New Rochelle Public Library 
and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, 
New York.

Catherinede Hueck Doherty
A Brief Review of an Unusual Path, an Unusual Women
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By RICH MONETTI
My limited tailgating expe-
rience has mostly been 
relegated to showing up and 
subsisting on the efforts of 

others. But add a little knowledge to what the 
Internet can find on the subject, and I’m an 
expert.
It turns out the real pros hail from the college 
ranks. Putting a lifetime of student loan debt 
to good use, the kids tell us that delegation 

separates the men from those who miss the 
exit for Met Life Stadium.

In my group Steve fires off the warning 
emails in pursuit of a party that likely cushion 
another season where the Jets don’t raise the 
trophy.

“Rich, just get here and I don’t want you 
complaining that you’re cold,” usually starts his 
initiative.

Steve knows his team.
Aside from quarterbacking the opera-

tion, he’ll take the lead responsibility – beer.

The experts profess to calculate the most 
you could possibly drink and add a six pack 
for good measure. After all, this is about com-
munity and adding to the core.

Line one cooler with dry ice and include 
four ten-pound bags of the regular. Keeping 
the ice on ice, distribute the excess among 
your coolers as needed and beverages will 

By NANCY KING
This past week marked 
the 50th anniversary of 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech. Throughout the 

county, vigils and memorials of remem-
brance were held but it was the one held 
on the plaza at the Westchester County 
Courthouse, beneath the statue of Dr. King 
that really gave one pause. Fifty years later, 
there were only about one hundred people 
in attendance and most of them were people 
in their older years; the people who were 
alive and could remember the struggle that 
was the civil rights movement of the sixties. 
Most of those in attendance were also white, 
which led me to wonder if racism is so bad 
here in Westchester that people of color have 
just given up the fight.
Westchester County has had its fair share 
of what can only be described as high 

profile race related deaths over the past 
five years. Starting with the shooting of 
African-American off duty Police Officer 
Christopher Ridley back in 2008, to the 
shooting death of Pace University student 
Danroy “DJ” Henry in 2010, to the murder 
of Kenneth Chamberlain Sr. in his apart-
ment, in a housing project, in White Plains, 
back in 2011; all had the common thread of 
being shot to death by white police officers. 
As I looked around the plaza at the police 
presence there, it was evident that most 
of those officers were indeed white. Was 
that the reason there were so few attendees 
of color at the rally? Or is it the unspoken 
knowledge that racism really is alive and 
well and living in Westchester and that this 
segment of the population has given up on 
equality and justice.

All three of those above mentioned 
cases were sent to a Grand Jury to determine 
culpability of those who had caused those 

deaths and all three time, a Grand Jury found 
the murder of those men to have been justi-
fied at the time. Those three of those cases, 
that were sent to the Westchester District 
Attorney’s Office, where she, a white woman 
could have chosen to indict the shooters, and 
that office and those Grand Jury panels that 
she oversaw, of course chose to side with 
those white police officers. No wonder that 
people of color were a scant few at this anni-
versary rally.

There were however, both candi-
dates for County Executive in attendance 
and both extoled the virtues of Dr. King’s 
famous speech and both men are white. One 
presides as the Mayor of diversity rich New 
Rochelle and one is the County Executive 
of a racially diverse county, but can either 
one really identify with the daily struggle of 
being “of color”? I doubt it; but in the era of 
conducting a politically correct campaign, 
they’re going to say what sounds morally 

and ethically right… and they showed up for 
what ended up being nothing more than a 
sound bite on a local news station.

I did however think of my good friend 
Angella Henry during the rally on the plaza. 
She had just finished a day of being deposed 
in the wrongful death suit of her son DJ. 
Her son was living the dream that Dr. King 
had so hoped for until he was fatally shot by 
Police Officer Aaron Hess, who believed 
this young black man was a threat to his and 
others’ safety. In a split second, DJ, and his 
family’s dream and Dr. King’s came to an end 
when a bullet took his life. I looked across 
the plaza and saw Kenneth Chamberlain, 
Jr. who had his father shot to death by the 
White Plains Police Department after a long 
standoff over an erroneous medic alert call. I 
had just interviewed Kenneth Chamberlain, 
Jr. last week about his father’s death and the 
ensuing legal battle he was entering over 
the incident. He re-iterated what he said 
in that interview; “50 years later we are still 
fighting the same fight”. He’s right, we are 
still fighting that same fight but it’s veiled 

these days.
Blatant, in your face racism has faded, 

but the veiled secret racism is alive and well 
and thriving here in Westchester. It contin-
ues to be a wealthy county with the haves 
and have nots usually separated by racial 
demographics and elected officials who turn 
a blind eye away from the subtle racial issues 
that divide this county. Only when we have 
a rally that commemorates a life changing 
speech or have yet another wrongful death 
do our leaders reply in a knee jerk sort of way. 
We’ll have a feel good press conference high-
lighting the need for more diversity on our 
local police departments or we’ll cast a brief 
spotlight on a dark incident when it occurs. 
Until the next tragedy occurs, we’ll all just 
gather around Dr. King’s statue and pretend 
that everything is fair and just in Westchester 
when it’s not. Like Dr. King, many of us still 
keep the faith that someday there will be 
justice and fairness for all and not just the 
window dressing of pretense that all is well 
racially here in Westchester.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

I Have a Dream 50 Years Later in Westchester
SOCIETY
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Pro-Choicers Have a Sick Sense of Humor
By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
In 2011, pro-lifers at Clarion 
University in Pennsylvania 
erected a display of wooden 
crosses representing unborn. 
Pro-abortion vandals pulled 

the crosses out of the ground, reinserted 
them upside-down, and dripped red paint 
“blood” over them. They also made baby 
footprints in the “blood” and wrote, “Pro-
Choice” on the pavement. It was an act of 
vandalism but also a joke, part of a growing 
body of pro-abortion humor.

My fellow atheist the late George 
Carlin was one of the funniest, most articu-
late, comedians and social commentators 
America has produced. But he abused his 
comedic power, with skits that analogized 
abortion to the making of an omelette and 
accused abortion opponents of bad faith.

Other comedians have followed in 

Carlin’s steps. Sarah Silverman posted two 
picture parodies of herself on the Internet, 
one where she appears to be pregnant, 
standing next to the unborn child’s father, 
and another in which she has a flat belly. She 
jokes that she got a “quickie aborsh” in case 
Mitt Romney got elected and Roe vs. Wade 
was overturned.

Comedienne Leah Krinsky claimed 
that she went to a “woman’s clinic” where she 
was confronted by hundreds of pro-life pro-
testers. “It took me an hour and a half to fight 
my way through this mob of idiots—by the 
time I got through, I was so aggravated—I 
wasn’t even pregnant—I had an abortion just 
to piss them off!”

The Huffington Post published a series 
of prenatal homicide jokes collected by Greg 
Gutfeld, a pro-lifer: “A fetus wakes up one 
morning only to realize he’s in the process of 
being aborted. The fetus looks at the doctor 

and asks, ‘What the hell are you doing?’ The 
doctor turns to the patient and says, ‘Don’t 
worry, not all of them are this stupid.’”

Another joke from Gutfeld: “Girl: Did 
I ever tell you about the worst abortion I ever 
had? Man: no. Girl: It was great!”

Some of Gutfeld’s jokes implicitly 
acknowledge the tumult caused by prebirth 
infanticide. “Why did the fetus cross the 
road? Because they moved the dumpster.” 
“Little Johnny goes up to his mother and 
says, ‘Is it true babies come from storks?’ 
‘Why yes,’ says the mom. ‘Do storks ever 
have abortions?’ he asks. The mother stops 
and laughs and then says, ‘Yes, but only the 
poor black ones.’”

As Gutfeld seems to know, making 
light of life cannot help but expose the 
grimness of the claim that some lives are less 
worthy than others

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. Got a quickie aborsh in case R v W gets overturned.
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Even though the Assange 
/ Manning / Wikileaks / 
Snowden / NSA semi-con-
nected on-going headlines 
provide constant fodder 

for columns, I am quite frankly tired of the 
subject. It is very disconcerting to realize that 
we now lIve totally in the “Age of Big Brother” 
-- that our location, purchases, web searches, 
credit ratings, e-mail, telephone calls (both 
landline and cell), USPS mail, driving history, 
Facebook, YouTube & Twitter activity, and 

just about any other activity one can think of 
are being monitored by cameras, drones, and 
other electronic means.
Most of those that embraced the electronic 
age saw computers, the Internet, Wi-Fi, 
and SmartPhones as liberating devices that 
provided wonderful access to information 
from wherever we chose to look for it -- office, 
home, auto, hotel, even beach. Although many 
warned that we should protect ourselves 
from identity theft and malware, few (other 
than conspiracy theorists) saw the United States 
government as a predatory agent gathering all 

possible information on our every activity -- 
we knew that we were protected from such 
actions by our wonderful Bill of Rights and 
over 200 years of Supreme Court decisions 
constantly expanding our protections against 
invasion of privacy, unreasonable search and 
seizure, suppression of free speech, overreach-
ing of law enforcement and security agencies. 
Well, Edward Snowden broke that bubble, 
didn’t he?

Speaking of Snowden, it certainly 
appears that he violated his agreement with 
both the CIA and his later employer. It seems 
that a violation of his CIA contract, at least, 
is a felony offense and it also seems that he 
fled the country to avoid prosecution. In my 

judgment, should he ever return to the United 
States (and I don’t think we should waste our 
time chasing him), he must be prosecuted for 
these actions. Should he be convicted, he may 
be sentenced to a lengthy incarceration or 
have his sentence commuted or be pardoned 
by whoever is the President at the time.

Snowden clearly broke the law but, also 
in my judgment, performed a well-needed 
public service. Our constitutional liberties are 
under fire and there has been no public dis-
cussion on the government’s actions.

The outcry on the revelations has crossed 

BRONX APARTMENTS FOR RENT

BRONX COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
2Br. Starting at $1300/Month

Call Maria:

914.632.1230

Westchester Ave. Commercial Space for Rent
Busy location, Large Display Window

2 blocks from #6 Elder Ave. stop
Ideal for Check Casher • Liquor Store • Formal Wear

Hair Salon • Barber Shop • Party Supplies
Notary/Tax/Document Preparation

Fast Food • Franchises
Some restrictions: No grocery or wireless phones

1000 Sq. Ft. • $3000/Month
1300 SQ. FT. $3935/Month

Tenant pays water, electric & taxes
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

remain ready throughout.
On tap, a $20 mini Heineken keg 

amounts to $2 a pint and gives your locale some 
class. A $100 Keg Koozie lets you go large scale 
and remains economical when ice is factored 
out across a season.

Drinkables accounted for, Steve hands 
off the Grill work to Matt. Monday night 
begins his duties as the flank steaks should be 
zip locked away to marinate until Wednesday. 
Deep Freeze applies through Saturday night 
and they’ll still be cold and fresh by game time.

Grill master Matt should then precook 
the hamburgers and stow with the steak sand-
wiched between wax paper. Grilling at 350 
degrees won’t burn the burgers or under cook 

the dogs.
$40 buys a propane grill or your oven grate 

over cinder blocks and charcoal works on the 
cheap.

Cold cuts preserved in a cooler filled with 
frozen water bottles keeps the carnivores from 
complaining about waterlogged meats and 
serves as drinking water when dehydration sets 
in. The packager should also avoid deep con-
tainers since the center doesn’t remain as cold.

Providing antacids initially sounded a little 
wimpy until I remembered the Sunday that 
Matt threw up on his pants.

This gives way to the importance of 
having single friends among the revelry. 
Meaning, Matt simply told his wife that I 
unloaded on him, and since I have no one to 

answer to, I gladly took one for the team.
My contribution secure, Johnny optioned 

long ago as activity director. A football obvious, 
beanbag toss is the current rage. You’re kidding?

How about a chipping wedge, a mat and 
a bucket to sink real golf balls? That will make a 
few friends and don’t leave out the lefty’s, which 
means I’ve only been able to appreciate; not 
participate.

The approach made, Steve has Johnny to 
plant the flag. Ideally, pitching the tent at the 
end of a parking row affords the most room and 
arriving early helps avoid the conflict that can 
occur over hallowed ground. Getting the same 
spot also helps create allegiance among familiar 
faces. (Otherwise, the Tailgate Scout App can 
hone everyone to the new spot) Spread canvas 
over PVC pipes and you’ll have something that 
lasts beyond this season and runs much cheaper 

than buying a canopy.
Either way, Reggie won’t run for cover or 

pass on providing the App and TV connec-
tions to keep abreast of scores. The Fox Sports 
Mobil App keeps the updates at the fingers tips 
and provides a link to Fox Sports Radio.

If scoreboard watching doesn’t do, the 
Tailgater Portable Satellite TV System from Dish 
NFL puts you at every game and maybe requires 
a separate position just to hold the remote.

Of course, Reggie needs to get there early 
or suffer the consequences of connecting to the 
satellite by pre-game.

Under Reggie’s directive, Noose draws the 
music appreciation duties. The Pandora Radio 
App means you won’t have to boom your car 
radio, while giving the Giants fans on hand a 
little cover among the futile aspirations of our 
Jets’ brethren.

Like my team, my actions speak for me; so 
bringing the extra toilet paper is no bother. Still, 
I draw the line at hauling a Teepee Portable 
Restroom/Shower by Paha Que, but it sounds 
like a pretty good idea.

Leadership, though, hopefully can forge 
an individual commitment to the Last Call 
App, which lets you log your alcohol consump-
tion. Approximating Blood Alcohol Content, 
you’ll know when to leave.

Finally, if MetroNorth connects you to 
the Jersey bound bus, make sure you know the 
time and location of the last bus back. Failing 
that, you’ll need a Johnny to talk your way into 
a random car packed with a family of four – so 
as not to freeze to death. True story.

That should cover it.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.
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political and ideological lines. Ex-Reagan 
speechwriter Peggy Noonan, no flaming 
liberal has written two very strong Wall Street 
Journal columns on the matter, “ What We 
Lose if We Give Up Privacy” (http://online.
wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323
639704579015101857760922.html) and 
“A Nation of Sullen Paranoids” (http://online.
wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324
619504579029170678905440.html). In 
the first column, she quotes ex-Village Voice 
columnist, Nat Hentoff (who she refers to as 
“the great journalist and civil libertarian”) as 
seeing excessive government surveillance as 
not only a violation of Fourth Amendment 
protection of privacy but also of First 
Amendment protection of free speech. He 
recounted for Noonan a talk that he gave to 
Harvard students the previous year, “He asked, 
he recalled: ‘How many of you realize the connec-
tion between what’s happening with the Fourth 
Amendment with the First Amendment?’ He 
told the students that if citizens don’t have basic 
privacies—firm protections against the search 
and seizure of your private communications, for 
instance—they will be left feeling ‘threatened.’ 
This will make citizens increasingly concerned 
‘about what they say, and they do, and they think.’ 
It will have the effect of constricting freedom of 
expression. Americans will become careful about 
what they say that can be misunderstood or mis-
interpreted, and then too careful about what they 
say that can be understood. The inevitable end 
of surveillance is self-censorship. All of a sudden, 
the room became quiet. ‘These were bright kids, 
interested, concerned, but they hadn’t made an 
obvious connection about who we are as a people.’ 
We are ‘free citizens in a self-governing republic.’”. 
Noonan goes on to quote Hentoff extensively, 
implicitly agreeing with his concerns.

Noonan’s second column is even more 
strident, brought on by the revelations in the 
week between the columns that the NSA “ 

has built a surveillance network that covers sub-
stantially more communications than had been 
disclosed. The system is able to reach roughly 75% 
of all U.S. Internet traffic” and that the secret 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court had 
accused the NSA of misrepresentations to the 
Court and that it had “violated the Constitution 
for three years running by collecting as many as 
56,000 purely domestic communications without 
appropriate privacy protections.”

These revelations seemingly were the 
tipping point for Noonan who wrote “The 
aftermath of 9/11 happened to coincide with a 
new burst in American technological innova-
tion and discovery: The government has the ways 
and means to do pretty much anything now, and 
if they can do it they will do it. If the citizens of 
the United States don’t put up a halting hand, the 
government can’t be expected to. It is in the nature 
of security professionals to always want more, 
and since their mission is worthy they’re less likely 
to have constitutional qualms, to dwell on such 
abstractions as abuse of the Fourth Amendment 
and the impact of that abuse on the First. If you 
assume all the information that can and will be 
gleaned will be confined to NSA and national 
security purposes, you are not sufficiently imagi-
native or informed. If you believe the information 
will never be used wrongly or recklessly, you are 
touchingly innocent.” She then touches briefly 
on the government’s attempt to cover up the 
magnitude of the intrusion -- from Director 
of National Intelligence James Clapper lying 
under oath to Congress to President Obama 
telling Jay Leno “We don’t have a domestic 
program.”

Her conclusion (and one that I think that 
we must all share) is that we, the citizens, are 
the only ones who can protect our privacy. 
Security agencies and politicians are in fear 
of a terrorist attack which they “can later be 
accused of not having everything to stop.”

This overreaching is not limited to the 
United States. We have recently seen the 
actions by British Intelligence in detaining 
David Miranda, partner of the Guardian’s 

Glen Greenwald (who reported many of 
Snowden’s revelations) and destroyed his elec-
tronic media (This was not the first time 
that MI5 had leaned on the Guardian; see 
the report from Guardian Editor Alan 
Rusbridger -- http://www.cjr.org/the_
audit/guardian_bombshells_in_an_esca.
php).).

Coincidentally, in the second piece, 
Noonan discusses Stella Rimington’s obser-
vations in her memoir “Open Secret: The 
Autobiography of the Former Director-General 
of MI5” (http://www.amazon.com/
Open-Secret-Autobiography-Former-
Director-General/dp/0099436728/), 
writing “In the preface of the 2002 edition she 
is already concerned about a loss of civil liberties. 
Terrorism didn’t begin on 9/11, she says, it has 
been with the modern world since at least the late 
1960s, and it isn’t going away anytime soon. We 
must commit ourselves to do everything we can, 
within the law and within our most valued tra-
ditions, to oppose and thwart it. But, she suggests, 
you don’t want to lose your country—the thing you 
are so anxious to defend—in your effort to save your 
country...’lack of attentiveness to our liberties will 
not help us succeed against them, and it can damage 
us.’ I wrote in the margins: ‘She’s saying we can’t 
become suicide bombers of our own rights.’”

I guess the present-day MI5 didn’t read 
the past-Director’s book!

Rimington’s statement about terror-
ism being around for a good while before 
9/11 also applies to the NSA. Caitlin Dewey 
reminds us in a recent Washington Post 
article, “How the NSA spied on Americans before 
the Internet” (www.washingtonpost.com/
blogs/the-switch/wp/2013/08/23/how-
the-nsa-spied-on-americans-before-the-
internet/), that Post writer Michael Schrage 
had warned us in 1984 (the year before the 
first dot-com domain was registered) that  
“In a very real way, your personal computer can be 
a warehouse of private information about you. It 
can be as revealing to others as Orwell’s telescreen 
was to Big Brother. He can access the personal 

computer to find out what’s going on. Be careful.” 
How prophetic!

One of the interesting aspects of the 
current situation is how journalists have 
hammered Assange and Greenwald who 
themselves purport to be journalists -- 
Greenwald has a long history of writing for 
Salon and his current employer, the Guardian, 
is a reputable UK publication while many 
consider Assange’s WikiLeaks, the wave of 
future on-line journalism. David Carr raises 
the question of why the hammering in his 
New York Times piece, “War on Leaks Is 
Pitting Journalist vs. Journalist”, writing “What 
have Mr. Assange and Mr. Greenwald done to 
inspire such rancor from other journalists? Because 
of the leaks and the stories they generated, we have 
learned that in the name of tracking terrorists, the 
N.S.A. has been logging phone calls and e-mails 
for years, recorded the metadata of correspondence 
between Americans, and in some instances, dived 
right into the content of e-mails. The WikiLeaks 
documents revealed that the United States turned 
a blind eye on the use of torture by our Iraqi allies, 
and that an airstrike was ordered to cover up the 
execution of civilians. WikiLeaks also published a 
video showing a United States Army helicopter 
opening fire on a group of civilians, including two 
Reuters journalists.”

Carr speculates on the main reason 
for the criticism – “The larger sense I get from 
the criticism directed at Mr. Assange and Mr. 
Greenwald is one of distaste — that they aren’t 
what we think of as real journalists. Instead, they 
represent an emerging Fifth Estate composed of 
leakers, activists and bloggers who threaten those 
of us in traditional media. They are, as one says, 
not like us. … It is true that Mr. Assange and Mr. 
Greenwald are activists with the kind of clearly 
defined political agendas that would be frowned 
upon in a traditional newsroom. But they are 
acting in a more transparent age — they are their 
own newsrooms in a sense — and their political 
beliefs haven’t precluded other news organizations 
from following their leads. (In fact, The Times 
confirmed on Friday that it would work on a 

series of articles based on the N.S.A. documents 
with The Guardian.)”.

Noonan, Hentoff, Carr, and Rimington 
are serious people and will continue to be 
disturbed about the revelations to date (and 
any that may still come) -- but will we? The 
question is not their commitment to analyze 
these issues and seek regulation and oversight 
as a balance is attempted to be found between 
security and individual privacy -- it is the 
commitment of us, the citizens. We are in a 
“sound bite” society where our collective atten-
tion span seems to grow less and less -- and, 
if people stop talking and writing about this 
issue, there is a good chance that we’ll all just 
“move on.” Additionally, in our “Information 
Age,” we are surrounded by misinformation -- 
polls tell us that many Americans still believe that 
“Saddam Hussein was involved in 9/11” and 
that “the President was born in Kenya.”

Apathy and lack of information will 
not protect our rights; only knowledge and 
outcry can move our lawmakers. President 
Obama recently announced that there will 
be reforms of NSA’s activities. Why? Why 
were they not properly constituted in a 
matter that would not violate constitutional 
rights to begin with? There would have been 
no reforms if Edward Snowden hadn’t told 
us about the problems and, no matter what 
happens to him legally, the American public 
owes him for that.

Now, we know about the problems 
-- the question is “what are we going to do 
about them?”

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

Links to other writings, Podcasts, & TV / Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com

Last Word On NSA -- Maybe

TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRuPTION

Continued from page 15

By JOHN SIMON
Two of the sins an actor 
should avoid are cuteness 
and self-indulgence. Self-
assurance is fine and so is 

enjoyment of the roleplaying, but there is a 
fine line not to be crossed into flagrant narcis-
sism and exhibitionism. But Jonathan Tolins’s 
monodrama “Buyer and Cellar,” as enacted 
by Michael Urie and directed by Stephen 
Brackett, invites just such excess, indeed 
wallows in and capitalizes on it. And how the 
audience loves it!

I have had problems with Tolins’s plays 
before, which were always big hits in Los 
Angeles, where he lives, and not so much in 
New York, where he dies. L. A. has a way of 

imprinting itself on the playwright with local 
atmosphere and allusions, often but not always 
movie related, which, as far as I am concerned, 
like certain Italian wines, do not travel. This is 
surely the case with “Buyer and Cellar,” which 
is a sort of extended Hollywood joke with the 
real and the fictional Barbra Streisand sharing 
its center with a fictional actor, Alex More, 
who may, for all I know, more or less replicate 
the real-life Tolins.

The play is the fictional story of the 
young stage actor, Alex, scantily employed 
in Tinseltown, who responds to an ad for a 

rather bizarre job. It emerges that 
Barbra Streisand has converted 
the huge cellar of her barn (not 
her main house) into a mall – this 
much, and only this 

much, is not fiction—with 
numerous boutiques and stalls 
where her multitudinous cast-off 
possessions are elaborately and 
attractively displayed as if they 
were for sale. Here she can come 
and be the pretend buyer.

The job Alex takes on is as 
caretaker and quasi vendor in 
these sundry shops, for which 
both some of his previous jobs 
and his acting ability qualify him. 

He has to even wear attire pre-
scribed by Barbra and play vendor, 
with the sound of the frozen 
yogurt and popcorn machines 
providing a discreet obbligato. 
Initially, however, he had to pass 
the sharp and sardonic scrutiny 
of Sharon, Barbra’s Cerberus-like 
secretary.

My difficulty is not so much 
with flaunted homosexual man-
nerisms and abstruse Hollywood 
references as with the adulation 
of Streisand whom I have scant 
use for. “One of history’s most 
cherished voices,” we hear; a com-
plexion “luminous like she’s lit up 

from within”; the  “famous fingernails” (even-
tually run through Alex’s hair) of someone 
who knows “she has done more than just 
about anyone else”; and her coffee table book 
“My Passion for Design” frequently held aloft 
and quoted by Alex.

At first, Barbra is cold and distant, barely 
noticing Alex. But gradually he impresses 
her with his fine and, as stressed, homosexual 
taste. Also his apt role-playing. The turning 
point is Fifi, an elaborate French doll with 
various talents that include making music and 
blowing soap bubbles. For it, Alex, surpris-
ing even himself, demands $850. She offers a 
lot less and there is much haggling, but Alex 
impressively holds out. He further scores by 
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Forever Barbra

Continued on page 17
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GovernmentSection

THE KIDS ARE UNITED
– END BULLYING IN YOUR SCHOOL THIS YEAR
Join martial artist, youth speaker and cruelty preven-
tion expert, Adam Mitchell, as he presents the harsh 
realities of ritualized cruelty in today’s schools. Learn 
the �rst steps to making your school cruelty free.  

While spotlighting the dark topic of bullying, Adam 
offers young people, student leaders, teachers, ad-
ministrators and parents a comprehensive frame-
work to create immediate change in their student 
community. 

ADAM MITCHELL

FREE LECTURE 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2013, 2:30 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
AT THE MARYKNOLL MISSION CENTER
55 Ryder Road, Ossining, New York 10562

S P E A K E R S  S E R I E S 

RSVP: MaryknollSpeakersSeries@maryknoll.org
914.941.7636 ext. 2445 | DIRECTIONS: 914.941.7590

knowing that Barbra took most of the pho-
tographs in “My Passion for Design.” From 
where does Alex’s good taste come? From 
being gay, but also from being Jewish. Given 
by, he says,  “God, maybe. Although if that 
were true, Israelis would dress better.”

Alex’s obsession with Barbra comes 
between him and his roommate and lover 
Barry, who works for Universal. Barry is 
rather cynical about Barbra, which engenders 
quarrels and his eventual taking off in high 
dudgeon, seemingly for good. Meanwhile 
Alex manages also to charm Barbra’s husband 
with flattery about his movies, when Josh 
Brolin comes down for frozen yogurt. Only 
son Jason does not appear though is much 
referred to, as is Barbra’s impoverished, 
unloved childhood, and an account of the 
stages of her spectacular rise.

But why go on with this plot summary? 
Suffice it to say that Barbra, who finally 
admits Alex into her house and her con-
fidence, remunerates him generously, with 
enough money to buy an expensive carpet for 
his digs, and enough self-confidence to send 
it back when it does not meet the specifica-
tions of size. And even Barry comes back, and 
off they go--not into the sunset, but to dinner 
and the movies.

What we do get from the play is a good 
deal of Streisandiana, including, from Barry, a 
long list of the leading men who all went to 
bed with Streisand. Well, all but one, Robert 
Redford, which increases my respect for him. 
(I wondered how he could even have the 
stomach to play Barbra’s lover in “The Way 
We Were.”) But Barbra has unsuspected 
charms, it seems. As Tolins has her say, “Just 
because I’m a Jewish mother doesn’t mean I 
am a Jewish mother.”

The actor Michael Urie, let us grant him 
that, does a very creditable job—short of, as 
he says, actual impersonation—as Barbra, 
as well as voicing the other characters, Barry, 
Josh Brolin, the dragon secretary Sharon, etc. 
There is a simple monochrome set by Andrew 
Boyce, backed up by simple projections by 
Alex Koch. The one simple costume (leisure 
clothes) is by Jessica 

However, the director, Stephen Brackett, 
has coaxed from Urie elaborate mannerisms 

and ample movements, not only on but also 
around the small stage of the Barrow Street 
Theatre, eliciting considerable variety from the 
play’s ninety or so minutes. You might say that 
just because it’s ninety minutes doesn’t mean 
that “Buyer and Cellar” is ninety minutes.

Photos by and courtesy of Sandra Coudert.
Barrow Street Theatre, 27 Barrow Street, 

corner of 7th Avenue, New York, NY 10014-
3823. Ticket purchases are accomplished online 
via the Smarttix Website or by phone within 
the NY metro area at (212) 868-4444. Barrow 
Street Theatre is equipped with infrared assis-
tive listening system. Headsets and neck loops 

are available at their bar/coat check. 
John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the  Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com  and  Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University in 
Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

Michael Urie’s one-man performance in Jonathan Tolins’s Off-Broadway show “Buyer & 
Cellar”.
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ADVOCACY

Latimer, Mayer Fight Proposed Wakefield Homeless 
Shelters With Direct Impact on Yonkers
Bronx officials, including Bronx 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. and Congressman Eliot Engel, 
have proposed an alternative use 
of the vacant building and seek to 
relocate a group of military person-
nel to the Muller Center from the 
Kingsbridge Armory. In addition 
Yonkers and Westchester represen-
tatives are concerned about the impact of a 
concentration of homeless shelters on the 
businesses and residences across the border 
in Yonkers.

Senator Latimer and Assemblywoman 
Mayer had previously announced their oppo-
sition to the proposed shelter, and toured the 
site with Hyatt Association President Larry 
Wilson in late May. The two legislators then 
met in July with Bronx Borough President 
Diaz to strategize about the unified effort to 
fight the shelter placement.

‘The residents and neighbors deserve to 

have their voices heard,’ 
Senator Latimer said, ‘and New York City 
must be more mindful of the impacts of their 
decisions on Yonkers’. Assemblywoman 
Mayer added, ‘we have promised to fight 
for the best interests of our Yonkers taxpay-
ers and businesses and that’s exactly what 
we’re doing’. The legislators sent a joint letter 
to the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation -- Division of Environmental 
Remediation raising serious issues of proper 
vapor and soil investigations of the site, 
which may be compromised for residential 

purposed by oil leakage from a 
nearby gas station.

In their letter to the State 
DEC, Latimer and Mayer con-
cluded, ‘Given the totality of 
the circumstances, we urge the 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation to 
intervene’ to ensure the adequate 
corrections have been made 

regarding the petroleum discharges. “ The 
State could play a key role in delaying the 
project until a new City Administration 
determines if they want to continue to 
advance the proposal.

Latimer was elected in 2012 to the 
State Senate seat, including East Yonkers, 
after serving four terms in the State 
Assembly. Mayer won a special election to 
the Assembly in the spring of 2012, and 
was re-elected to a full two-year term in 
November.

http://www.smarttix.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rub%C3%A9n_D%C3%ADaz%2C_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rub%C3%A9n_D%C3%ADaz%2C_Jr.
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.8679055556,-73.8985583333&spn=0.01,0.01&q=40.8679055556,-73.8985583333%20(Kingsbridge%20Armory)&t=h
http://www.dec.ny.gov/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/
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BEDFORD

By RICH MONETTI
On Tuesday, August 
27th, the Planning Board 
of Bedford met at 425 
Cherry Street for their 
monthly meeting and 

moved forward on a number of applica-
tions from the public. David Chepiga of 
455 North Bedford Road, in Bedford 
Hills, sought approval of a Special Use 
Permit for his cottage. Proposing no 
renovations, the resident requested the 
existing permit continue in his name. In 
return, the town made it contingent on 
following the light ordinance that the 
previous occupants had ignored for 11 
years. “The spotlights on the side need to 
be converted to down lights”, said board 
member Deirdre Courtney-Batson.

With no objections from the owner, 
the planning board approved the permit 
and moved on.

At 16 Vinton Avenue, owner 
Edward Mazurak also sought Special 
Permit Use from the board. The 2,000 
square foot house to be situated over 

an aquifer protection zone had received 
approval from the county health depart-
ment but was awaiting approval from 
the town.

Lacking documentation, board 
member John Sullivan asserted that 
the town needed a site plan to review 
before the process could move forward. 
The planning board also deemed that 
it would be helpful if the applicant 
could provide information on where the 
adjacent septic systems would reside.

Agreeable to provide all the proper 
documentation, the applicant welcomed 
a field visit by the board and hope 
for approval at the next meeting in 
September.

Carrie Tron, owner of Dance 
Studio, appeared next in a bid to relocate 
her business to 11 Norm Avenue in 
Bedford Hills. Sharing a side entrance 
with Sinapi’s Pizza and the parking lot 
with Hertz, both entrepreneurs were 
confident that the parking situation can 
continue normally as long as the three 
businesses continue to cooperate.

With a minimum of no more than 
15 students per class, who are often 
drop-offs, the space should flow as seam-
lessly as before. Courtney-Batson set the 
studios capacity at a maximum of 30 and 
the motion to approve was passed.

Tyler and Kathleen Miller’s applica-
tion then stepped up to the docket for 
their Steep Slopes permit at 132 Hook 
Road. Reappearing after a large portion 
of their original proposal was called 
into question, the Miller’s reapplica-
tion was met with praise by the board. 
Conserving space, trees, and reducing 
total disturbance, board member 
Sullivan said, “You’ve taken our sugges-
tion and crafted the property toward all 
this site has to offer. Now, you deserve 
credit for a design that is a very solid 
plan.”

Nonetheless, the plan still hinges 
on approval elsewhere. But the appli-
cants were confident that they could get 
the septic system out of the buffer, as 
meetings with the wetlands commission 
have gone well so far.

Otherwise, building variance with 
regard to the proposed pool and porch 
are the final hurdle. “The major issue 
rests with John Hahn,” said board 
member Sullivan, the town’s engineering 
consultant.

The board then revisited the issue of 
lighting as it pertained to an amendment 
to Trustco Bank’s site plan approval at 
18 Woods Bridge Road, in Katonah. “It’s 
not the light, it’s the glare,” said Sullivan 
in reference to the all night lighting.

In response, Trustco’s architect 
Peter Helmes made his case around 
the minimum state requirements for 
bank and ATM safety. “If banks do not 
comply, it’s a $2,500 a day fine,” said 
Helmes.

Proposing to satisfy the minimum 
safety illumination, the light given off by 
what Helms called, “night time friendly 
fixtures” will be 1.8 foot candles, which 
remains well below the approximate 
3.2 foot candles already present at the 
location. Helms also reported that for 
commuters crossing the street at exactly 

that juncture, it’s the more light the 
better.

But board member Courtney-
Batson didn’t necessarily agree. “Glare is 
a problem when it’s foggy and can easily 
obscure people crossing the street,” she 
said.

Nonetheless, everyone gener-
ally conceded that proper lighting, 
promoting the most safety is not an 
exact science. That said, board member 
Sullivan resigned the situation to “trial 
by error.” But Trustco was amenable to 
changing the fixtures if it doesn’t satisfy 
in terms of safety, which was greatly 
appreciated by the board.

In turn, the stipulation was agreed 
upon in the motion forward.

“If the light fixture does not work, 
we want to be able to explore other 
alternatives because we don’t want to be 
stuck as we are with the glaring lights 
outside of Mrs. Green’s. We also want 
you to be able to open and not ever 
have to face the daily fine,” concluded 
Courtney-Batson.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

Night Lighting an Issue at Monthly Planning Board in Bedford

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Ron Tocci Answers Questions with Regard to the New Rochelle Armory Proposal 
By PEGGY GODFREY
It was only a short 
time ago that the Save 
Our Armory Proposal 
was reinstated by 
the Department of 

Development in New Rochelle. Many 
people were curious over what trans-
pired to bring the change about. The 
Westchester Guardian interviewed Ron 
Tocci who has been active in pursuit 
of Save Our Armory’s proposal to per-
severe. Here are our questions and his 
answers.
GODFREY: Were you surprised to 

be informed a day after your Save 
Our Armory meeting of August 23, 
2013, that your proposal was one of 
the surviving finalists in the compe-
tition to redevelop the Armory?

TOCCI: I was pleasantly surprised 
but not shocked because I believe 
that public sentiment and the out-
pouring of response about our plan 
was positive. This positive response 
to our plan led the powers to be to 
include us.

GODFREY: A list of finalists was not 
produced despite requests made 

for a list of the finalists’ names. Do 
you think the Westchester County 
Executive campaign race exerted 
influence over the decision?

TOCCI: I would hope that would 
not be the case because I believe 
the Department of Development 
Commissioner of New Rochelle, 
Luiz Aragon, is trying to be as fair 
as possible.

GODFREY: Commissioner Aragon 
gave you a tour of the Armory and 
surrounding lots on August 24, 
2013. Was anything said that day 
that surprised you?

TOCCI: Luiz Aragon said he was 
open to any and all ideas of what 
to do with the Armory site. A 
plan approved for the Armory will 
supersede anything Forest City 
Residential wants to build on the 
site. The best plan is for the Armory 
to stand on it own and supersedes 
anything else suggested for the 
Armory site.

GODFREY: Were you told how many 
of the finalists were students?

TOCCI: No, I was not. No one is being 
told who they are. We know some 

finalists are from out of the country, 
but we don’t know where they are 
from or the order in which they 
were selected or ranked. To protect 
the integrity of the judging and the 
process, every name is confidential.

GODFREY: Do you have any infor-
mation on why so many students 
entered this competition, despite the 
fee needed?

TOCCI: No, we do not know and have 
no idea of why this occurred.

GODFREY: The Thomas Moor Law 
Center filed a lawsuit against the 
City of New Rochelle which took 
down a flag at the Armory. Have you 
been in contact with veterans from 
throughout Westchester County 
about a proposal that contains a 
component for veteran use?

TOCCI: Yes, the veteran community 
throughout Westchester County 
is very sensitive to the alternative 
Forest City Residential Plan, which 
showed half the Armory, would be 
razed. Obviously, the veterans’ com-
mittee is in total opposition to the 
plan to take down half the Armory.

GODFREY: Do you think the 

additional parcel shown to you 
during the tour on August 24th was 
used as a ruse to stop your proposal?

TOCCI: No, I don’t think so, because 
Forest City Residential would nego-
tiate to buy one adjacent parcel and 
would use the Mancuso Marina 
which the City of New Rochelle 
presently owns to add to this devel-
opment proposal. When Forest City 
buys the Nelstad property those two 
parcels would give more flexibility to 
the extension of the proposals.

GODFREY: To your knowledge, 
how many of the 12 semi-finalists 
have backed out? How many have 
developers?

TOCCI: I have no idea. Mr. Aragon 
said that by September 9th there is 
supposed to be a response by each 
finalist identifying whom their 
developer is and to show their cre-
dentials. In October there is another 
deadline to pare down the proposals 
to four. However, it is possible the 
stated deadlines can be changed.

GODFREY: Were you given any infor-
mation as to why your proposal was 
not picked at first?

TOCCI: Mr. Menking, chair of the 
jury, and Mr. Aragon gave a critique 
of our proposal. They emphasized 
that the Armory was planned to be 
the gateway to the waterfront, but 
added our plan could be tweaked 
to include more of that criteria. 

Ron Tocci, former New York State 
Assemblyman, former Commissioner 
of Veteran Affairs for New York State, 
Commander of the American Legion 
Post 8 and Co-chair of the Save Our 
Armory Committee felt strongly about 
the way New Rochell has managed the 
Armory. “It is shameful,” he said, “that 
the Armory which was acquired by 
the City of New Rochelle was allowed 
to deteriorate. Artifacts and valuable 
murals have been destroyed, lost or 
stolen. It is now going to cost millions 
of dollars to put this Armory back into 
the condition that it was in when it was 
given to the city.”

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.
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252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
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Voter Suppression Effort Against 
Yonkersite Brandon Neider Foiled

By HEZI ARIS
In a perverted attempt 
to disenfranchise 
Yonkers voters with 
respect to the Office 
of Yonkers City 

Council (4th District), Yonkers City 
Democratic Committee designee 
Euthimios Theotokatos requested 
Jessica Eber, a Democrat whose eyes 
are set on becoming a future Yonkers 
City Court Judge, to file a challenge 
against Brandon Neider’s newly formed 
New York State Constituents party 
contesting Neider’s standing before the 
Westchester County Board of Elections 
(WCBoE). Brandon Neider had filed a 

Petition to Ballot on August 20, 2013. 
Learning of Brandon Neider’s Petition 
to Ballot, Ms Eber filed a General 
Objections petition with the WCBoE 
on August 23, 2013 at the behest of 
candidate Theotokatos.

Learning of the filed General 
Objections, Neider knew that 
Theotokatos’s proxy, written by Eber 
or another person would need to meet 
New York State Election Law by filing 
Specific Objections with the WCBoE 
and to present a copy of the petition to 
candidate Brandon Neider.

“No specifications of objections to any 
petition will be considered by the board 
unless the objector filing the specifications 

personally delivers or mails by registered or 
certified mail a duplicate copy of the speci-
fication to each candidate for public office 
named on the petition.”

Legal eagle Eber filed the 
Specific Objections with the WCBoE 
on August 23, 2013 and dutifully 
sent copies of the Specifications / 
Objections. Not having been served by 
August 29, 2013, candidate Brandon 
Neider patiently awaited August 30, 
2013, before arriving at the WCBoE 
requesting to know the line designated 
for the New York State Constituents 
party. “Dotty”, who allegedly would not 
reveal her full name said that Brandon 
Neider would only learn what the line 

is after the Primary Election scheduled 
for September 10, 2013, despite the fact 
that a Primary Election has no bearing 
on Brandon Neider as he is not engaged 
in a primary election challenge.

Eber’s petition, directed to the 
wrong party, revealed an inept effort to 
meet Election Law 6204.1. She mailed 
her petition to Brian Neider, candi-
date Brandon Neider’s father. Despite 
being told of the circumstances, “Dotty” 
advised Brandon Neider the Yonkers 
City Democratic Committee had until 
5:00pm on August 30th to adhere to 
the tenet of the law. “Dotty” did not 
comprehend that any and all challenges 
would have had to be completed by 
5:00 pm on August 28, 2013; not by 

5:00 pm on August 30, 2013.
“Service shall be made on or before the 

date of filing of any specifications with the 
board.”

In other words, a duplicate copy 
of the specifications would have had to 
be delivered before or during the filing 
of window of time permitted for the 
Specific Objections against Brandon 
Neider’s petitions for candidacy.

The above may be simply trans-
lated to mean that Brandon Neider has 
eclipsed the gauntlet of challenges by 
the only standards required of him, that 
is, New York State Election Law.

The People will be quick to rec-
ognize that while the use of Election 

Law has forced many a candidate 
off the ballot, in this case it has failed. 
As is too often the case, The People 
are left to stare in amazement at the 
audacity, arrogance, and subterfuge the 
“parties”, in this case the Yonkers City 
Democratic Committee were resolved 
and condoned an effort to dislodge the 
Petitioners who ascribed their name 
in favor of candidate Brandon Neider. 
For those who ascribed their name in 
support of Brandon Neider’s candidacy 
have an opportunity to support him 
on Election Day under the New York 
Constitution Party line. In a three-way 
race, Brandon Neider’s prospect to earn 
a win of support from the electorate has 
been embellished.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL
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Damon K. Jones Seeks Seat on the Mount Vernon City Council
By NANCY KING
C o m m u n i t y 
activist Damon 
K Jones is one 
of seven candi-
dates seeking 

an at large seat on the Mount 
Vernon City Council. Jones, who 
is the Executive Director of the 
Westchester Chapter of Blacks 
in Law Enforcement and who 
is also an assistant to civil rights 
attorney Bonita Zelman, will run 
on the Independence line in next 
month’s primary. Mr. Jones has 
also been a familiar face in the 
media often acting as a family 
spokesperson in the high profile 
shooting death lawsuits of Danroy 
Henry and Kenneth Chamberlain 
Sr. Jones, who has been a correc-
tions officer for over two decades, 
told The Westchester Guardian that 
he believed that Mount Vernon 
is languishing under the current 
city council leadership. He believes 
his vision for Mt. Vernon will be 
one where people will believe and 
invest in the future of the city.
Mr. Jones’ platform is based on 

open and transparent government. 
Stating that Mount Vernon often 
is perceived as a high crime city, 
with little or no economic devel-
opment, and secrecy from city 
hall, he hopes that a seat on the 
city council will not only spotlight 
some of the good things that are 
happening in Mount Vernon, but 
will also entice developers and 
entrepreneurs to invest in the city’s 
economic development. Mr. Jones 
has also been outspoken about the 
Memorial Field Rehabilitation 
project that has been abandoned; 
stating that if elected to the city 
council, he would make this proj-
ect’s completion a priority.

Mr. Jones has also stated that 
he feels two segments of the popu-
lation, senior citizens and school 
age youth have been forgotten by 
city government. Seniors are being 
driven from Mount Vernon due to 
high taxes and a fear that they are 
no longer safe in their community. 
If elected, Mr. Jones hopes to work 
closely with the school board to 
foster a better relationship with the 
city and its young people. He also 

believes that keeping seniors safely 
in their homes would be a priority 
of his as well.

Mr. Jones campaign however 
has not been without the usual 
controversy that often arises when 
an outsider attempts to enter the 
political ring. This past week it was 
reported that two officials flashing 
what appeared to badges, were 
knocking on the doors of some 
residents who signed Mr. Jones 
petitions. It remains unclear who 
these individual were and what was 
the reason behind their inquiries. 
Mr. Jones has already had his peti-
tions certified by the Westchester 
County Board of Elections and 
Commissioner Reginald Lafayette 
was unaware of any petition 
dispute. In the meantime, Mr. 
Jones remains on the ballot and 
will be joining all of the other can-
didates in what is expected to be a 
lively and contentious debate on 
August 30th.

Nancy King is a freelancer.

PoliticsSection
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Westchester Independence Party Fights Hostile Takeover
By NANCY KING
In what is already turning 
out to be a contentious 
race for Westchester 
County Executive, this 
week saw what can 

only be described as an attempted 
hostile takeover of the Westchester 
Independence Party. A newly formed 
group calling itself the Committee 
to Clean Up the Westchester 
Independence Party has made their 
intentions clear; they hope to oust 
longtime Independence Chairman Dr. 
Giulio Cavallo. Thomas Reddy, who 
helped form the committee and pre-
sumably would like to be the new chair 
has accused Cavallo and his executive 
board of “thug tactics” when it comes to 

endorsing candidates.
However, this would be coup really 

has to do with the fact that current 
County Executive, Rob Astorino 
failed to receive the Independence 
Party’s endorsement this year. Last 
election cycle Astorino did indeed 
receive their endorsement, this 
election cycle the Independence Party 
has endorsed Democratic candidate 
and Mayor of New Rochelle, Noam 
Bramson. According to the Astorino 
Administration, he was denied the 
endorsement this time around because 
he did not hire or elevate members of 
the Independence Party’s Executive 
Board to high-ranking government 
positions. No County Executive can-
didate has ever been elected to office 
without the all - important “I” line. It 

is questionable as to whether Reddy is 
acting on his own or whether he was 
ordered to plan this coup at the behest 
of the County Executive.

It was reported as early as last winter, 
that the Astorino Administration, was 
urging many administration members 
to change their party affiliations to 
the Independence Party as relations 
between this administration and the 
Independence Party soured. These new 
members of the Independence Party are 
believed to be former members of the 
Republican Party.

In essence, the strategists for 
Astorino were hoping to collect enough 
Independence Party signatures to give 
Astorino “The Opportunity to Ballot” 
or in other words Astorino could be a 
write in candidate when voters head to 

the polls. In a taped conversation with 
Independence Party member and local 
businessman Sam Zherka, Astorino 
relayed that these party changes were 
done to provide a sort of “insurance” 
to help him gain the all - important 
Independent voters that any candidate 
needs on Election Day. Zherka has 
countered that Rob Astorino is trying 
to hijack this election and is not only 
playing the “sour grapes” card but is 
denying the voters a clear right in 
November by attempting to manipu-
late the election. If this is a case of voter 
manipulation, then more than likely it 
will be sent to court for a judge to sort 
out.

This week’s power play clearly 
indicates that County Executive 
Rob Astorino and his re-election 

committee are not feeling as secure 
about November’s election as they once 
were. In a heavily Democratic County, 
those 55 thousand Independence voters 
can either make or break a candidate in 
November. Because so few Democrats 
came out to vote in the last election 
(probably due to Andy Spano fatigue 
and being in the midst of the Great 
Recession) doesn’t mean they’ll be 
sitting this election out. While keeping 
his promise to hold taxes flat, Astorino 
has made cuts to services and programs 
that have impacted the neediest of 
Westchester residents. Those cuts tran-
scend party lines and it is believed that 
those sleeping Democrats will be waking 
up to vote in November and they’ll be 
taking the established Independence 
Party voters to the polls with them.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter.
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Blacks in Law Enforcement of 
America (BLEA) are a national 
organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Professionals. The 
principal concerns of the National 
Black Police Association are the 
promotion of justice, fairness, and 
effectiveness in law enforcement 
issues. We monitor and observe 
the effect of those issues upon the 
total community.

In keeping with our mission, 
it is with great pride that the 
Westchester Blacks in Law 
Enforcement, New York chapter 
of BLEA fully supports Delfim 
A. Heusler on his run for County 
Legislator- 15th District. 

The people of Yonkers have 
benefited from Delfim’s dedicated 
years of service as owner and 
operator of the Yonkers Insider.  

As County Legislator, he will 
once again continue to promote a 
positive effective city government 
that will make Yonkers a great city 
to live, work and raise a family. 

In Unity and Peace,
Damon K. Jones
New York Representative
Blacks in Law Enforcement of 
America

POLITICS

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Accepting Our Responsibility to 
Rebuild Our Community
Blacks in Law Enforcement of America
A National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Professionals  
Member of the Grand Council of Guardians 

Delfim A. Heusler

“I am proud to accept the backing 
of Blacks in Law Enforcement of 
America - The Westchester Chapter. 
I thank this organization for their 
support and faith in my candidacy. I 
thank Damon K. Jones, the leader of 
the Westchester Chapter of this orga-
nization and I look forward to working 
with this organization if I get elected to 
the Westchester County Legislature in 
the 15th District.” 

“This is the second time to receive 
backing from this organization, I 
received their support two years ago 
when i ran last time for Westchester 
County Legislature in the 15th 
District”.

“I run again with the belief that I 
can win and return the 15th County 
Legislative District back to We the 

People”. “I stand with the people, labor, 
our community based organizations, 
non profits and working families for a 
better Westchester County, it is time 
for the politics of optimism and it is 
time to end the days of the politics of 
pessimism”.

“If elected I will stand with Black’s 
In Law Enforcement of America 
- The Westchester Chapter arm to 
arm in their continued fight to return 
JUSTICE back to our GREAT 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER”. 
“Also I propose as part of my platform 
that Westchester County Establish 
a civilian complaint review board in 
Westchester County Government 
to look at any allegations of Police 
Misconduct”.

“If elected, I hope to serve with 
honor, integrity and compassion for 
all the residents of our Great County 
of Westchester as well as my constitu-
ents in The City of Yonkers and in the 
Village of Bronxville”.

Delfim A. Heusler, Working Families 
Party Candidate For Westchester County 
Legislator in the 15th District.

www.delfimheusler.webs.com - 
Campaign Website.

FOR MORE INFO ON BLACKS 
IN LAW ENFORCEMENT OF 
AMERICA - THE WESTCHESTER 
CHAPTER, LINK TO:  www.bleausa.
org.

Delfim Heusler’s Statement on BLEA’s 
Political Endorsement
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By GREG BALL
After the 2012 legislate 
session I visited Pennsylvania 
to see first-hand the process 
of high volume hydraulic 
fracturing and its effects on 

the health of the community, the environ-
ment and the economy. In Pennsylvania, a 
state that rushed to frack without putting the 
proper regulations, enforcement funding and 
manpower in place, the results were some-
times disastrous.

As I toured the region I met families 
that had their drinking water contami-
nated and the values of their homes drop 
by 90 percent, I saw former pristine natural 
resources that had been destroyed and 

natural wildlife that had been contaminated. 
Some in the industry suggested that most of 
these stories were “trumped up fabrications”, 

yet seeing them and speaking with the 
victims firsthand, I knew the concerns to 
be real. Quite frankly, Pennsylvania should 
be ashamed at how they rolled out fracking 
without taking the time to protect their 
people and their environment.

When I returned to New York State 
I spearheaded the call for a moratorium so 

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. 
Rent  

$900/Month 
2 Room Office Space:  

1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. En-
trance. 

Call 914.613.7487

ARTS & Craft Vendors 
Wanted

Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to 
be held indoors in Bronx-
ville, NY by Building 
Hope for the New Yon-
kers Animal Shelter New 
items only - contact: Ju-
lie 914-924-0708; Email: 
GingerJ415@aol.com 

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S
FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 08/13/20131                    INDEX NO. 57671/2012
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 19                                                           RECEIVED NYSCEF: 08/13/2013 
                                SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Deutsche Bank National Trust Company as Trustee for               Index  No. 57671/2012
the Certificate holders  of the GSAA Home Equity Trust
2005-2,  Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2005-2           SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

                                                                            Plaintiff,
                                    
                                       -against-

 

 
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a 
copy of your Answer or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a 
Notice of Appearance on the attorneys for the plaintiff within twenty (20) days after 
service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within thirty (30) days 
after service is complete if this Summons  is not personally delivered to you within 
the State of New York).  In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be 
taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE  OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure 
$495,200.00  and interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County of WEST-
CHESTER on February 14, 2005, at Control No. 442920281, covering premises known as 
11 Dunster Road, Mount Kisco, NY 10549.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the prem-
ises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

 
NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER  OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and  complaint by serving  a copy of  the an-
swer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding 
against you and filing the answer with  the court, a default  judgment may be entered 
and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where  your case is pending for further infor-
mation on how to answer the summons and  protect your property. Sending a pay-
ment to your  mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST 
RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE  ANSWER  ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

By:  
Stephen J. Wallace, Esq. 
Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, Weisman & Gordon, 
LLP Attorneys for Plaintiff
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706 
(631) 969-3100
Our File No.:01-042339-FOO

Plaintiff designates
Westchester County 
as the place
of trial. Venue is
based upon the
County in which 
the mortgage 
premises
IS situated

Marcy Timpone, if living and if any be dead, any and 
all persons who are spouses, widows, grantees, 
mortgagees, lienors, heirs, devisees, distributees, or 
successors in interest of such of the above as may be 
dead, and their spouses, heirs, devisees, distributees 
and successors in interest, all of whom and whose 
names and places of residences  are unknown to 
Plaintiff, New Century Mortgage Corporation, Joshua 
A. Greenwald, M.D., United States of America-Inter-
nal Revenue Service, New York State Department of 
Taxation and Finance,
                                                                         Defendants.

Spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M) 
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8 
Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTTOP EDSection
Fracking
“Five years is long enough, the Governor had it right.”

IN GREG’S CORNER

L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY authority filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/5/13. NY 
off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, 
NY 10514. NJ address of LLC: 400 Interpace 
Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ 07054. Arts of org. 
on file with NJ Secretary of State P.O. Box 300 
Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, 
NY 10455. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 
248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY authority 
filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/6/13. Juris. 
of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. NY off. Loc. in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 517RG LLC  Robert A. Greene 
PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY 10514. NJ address 
of LLC: 24 Westminster DR Montville, NJ 07045. 
Arts of org. on file with NJ Secretary of State 
P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. 

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scars-
dale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

THE LANGUAGE PARLOR, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/27/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Reg-
istered Agent United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228.

TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 142 Lincoln Ave 
Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC PO Box 359 New 
Rochelle, NY 11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Seven, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is designated as 
agent upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/her 
to DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity

MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NEMO’S VENTURE I LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 317 Canti-
toe St Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. Registered Agent Robert Ne-
meth 317 Cantitoe St Bedford Hills, NY 10507. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Merritt Capital and Consulting LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed with Secy of State (SSNY) on April 18, 2013. 
Office Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail copy of process against LLC to prin-
cipal business address: 5 Pheasant Dr., Armonk, 
NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Six, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is designated as 
agent upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/her 
to DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
the Secy of State (SSNY) on June 26, 2013.  Off. 
Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as agent for 
service on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 16-J, Yonkers, NY 
10701.   Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of formation of Coopers Dog Training 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 6/20/2013. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process served to: 
22 Yerkes Rd. N. Salem, NY 10560: purpose any 
lawful ac

EZRA STOLLER ARCHIVE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/9/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 222 Valley Pl 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of Stand Style Distillers, LLC 
Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 8/20/13. Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Stand 
Style Distillers, 38 East Devonia, Mount Vernon, 
New York 10552. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

LE G A L  A D S

Continued on page 23
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we could put the proper regulations in place, and do 
so without repeating the mistakes of Pennsylvania 
and others. During this time I drafted the “Property 
Owner’s Bill of Rights”, which aimed at setting tough, 
new standards for hydro-fracking to prevent the issues 
I witnessed. Since this time, we have seen hundreds of 
thousands of comments involving important public 
input and New York State has moved forward to rein-
force some of the stiffest regulations in the nation.

It has now been five years that New York State 
has maintained a virtual moratorium on high volume 
hydraulic fracturing. New York State has a track record 
of vigorous regulations and high environmental pro-
tection standards. As New York State moves into the 
fifth year since we have placed hydro-fracking on hold, 
I believe we are in a very unique position to do what 
Pennsylvania initially failed to do. While I have been the 
prime sponsor of legislation pushing for a moratorium, 
I believe it is now time to begin moving forward albeit 
cautiously.

Over the course of several months I have met with 
elected officials, industry representatives and citizens 
from Pennsylvania, but also states like Louisiana and 
Texas. You do not have to search long to see many of 
the key factors that make Texas appealing to economic 
drivers and job producers from around the world. There 
are hundreds of factors that make Texas more open for 
business than New York, but their experience with the 
extraction of natural gas mustn’t be overlooked. For 
both Louisiana and Texas, natural gas is a huge job 
creator. As a firsthand witness to the issues experienced 
in Pennsylvania, I was very surprised to learn that these 
states simply didn’t have the devastating environmen-
tal problems that I witnessed to the north. What these 
states have seen is great economic development and 
growth, while there environmental issues and water con-
tamination have been nearly unheard of.

Let’s be frank, our friends upstate and in the 
Southern Tier are starving for job creation and without 
fracking will be left hopeless in a dying economy. In 
fact, a recent report by the state Comptroller’s office 
showed that the five counties that border the State of 
Pennsylvania and would benefit most from hydro-
fracking, have all seen a steep sales tax revenue decline. 
Chemung County experienced the steepest decline at 
6.4 percent.

As these struggling counties are seeing sales tax 
revenues decline, gas companies are seeing record 
profits. National Fuel Gas Co., which has holdings in 
the Marcellus Shale Region of Pennsylvania, said its 
third-quarter profits jumped by 35 percent as a result of 
a big jump in natural gas drilling. According to Bentek, 
a Colorado company that analyzes energy trends, both 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia have seen a 50 percent 
growth in natural gas production compared to last year. 
The report says that while the number of actual wells 
has declined, production has grown because of increased 
efficiency in drilling techniques.

Governor Cuomo has also acknowledge the great 
economic benefits fracking would bring to New York 
State. During a “Capitol Pressroom” public-radio inter-
view Cuomo said, “every area that has participated in 
fracking will tell you that it’s increased commercial 
activity and it has an economic boost effect.”

This Governor was right when he initially spoke of 

Fracking
IN GREG’S CORNER

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 4-118 of the Election Law, notice is hearby given that the offical Primary Election will 
be held on September 10, 2013, from 6:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. for enrolled voters of the  Democratic, Republican, Conservative, 
Working Families, Independence and Green Parties in those political subdivisions of Westchester for which public offices are 
contested, as follows:

PUBLIC OFFICE-DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Westchester County Legislator - 7th Legislative District
Westchester Count Legislator -17th Legislative District

Town of Cortlandt - Councilmember
Town of Greenburgh - Supervisor
Town of Greenburgh - Town Clerk
Town of North Castle -Supervisor

Town of Ossining - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

City of Mount Vernon - Councilmember
City of Yonkers -Council President

City of Yonkers - Councilmember, 2nd Council District

PUBLIC OFFICE - REPUBLICAN PARTY
Town of Mount Pleasant - Councilmember

Town of North Castle - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

REPUBLICAN PARTY -MEMBER OF COUNTY COMMITTEE
Town of Mount Pleasant -Districts 14, 18, 26, 28, 37, 40 

Town of North Castle - Districts 2, 3, 5, 8
City of Rye - Districts 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 13

City of Yonkers, Ward 5 District 5

PUBLIC OFFICE - CONSERVATIVE PARTY
Town of Bedford - Supervisor

Town of Bedford  - Councilmember
Town of Bedford - Town Clerk

Town of Bedford - Town Justice
Town of Harrison - Councilmember/Trustee

Town of North Castle - Supervisor
Town of North Castle - Councilmember

Town of Ossining - Superintendent of Highways
Town of Yorktown - Supervisor

Town of Yorktown - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

City of Yonkers - Council President

WORKING FAMILIES PARTY - PUBLIC OFFICE
Town of Cortlandt - Town Justice

Town of North Castle - Town Justice

 INDEPENDENCE PARTY - PUBLIC OFFICE
Westchester County Legislator -1st Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 2nd Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 5th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 6th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 7th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 9th Legislative District
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 PUBLIC OFFICE - GREEN
Westchester County Legislative District -7th Legislative District

a phased approach and I firmly believe it 
is now time for New York State to put in 
the proper protections and begin an incre-
mental approach by allowing fracking in 
up to 6 counties. Let me also be very clear, 
that to do so, these protections and regu-
lations must be backed with the funding 

and manpower necessary to hold the 
industry completely accountable.

In support of the Governor’s previous 
proposal, I believe that we should select 
several test counties in the Marcellus 
Shale Region that have already passed 
resolutions in favor of fracking to begin 

a three-year test. After this three-year 
period we can allow a respected New York 
State university or college to do a study on 
the environmental, health and economic 
impacts. Then based on this study we can 
make a final decision on fracking in New 
York State. Let the industry put their best 

foot forward and be judged exactly on 
their merits.
Senator Greg Ball represents New York State’s 
40th District, comprised of the proud commu-
nities in Dutchess, Putnam, and Westchester 
Counties. Learn more at www.ball4ny.com . 

Continued from page 22
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