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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events and 

developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed 
in, Westchester county. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable 

information without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no 
matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEdOM OF 

THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and businesses all 
over Westchester county. As a weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of 
delivery more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to provide the 
broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, why, and 
how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more abundant time, 
and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often charac-
teristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. 
We will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot be 

obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not necessarily better. 
And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all things to all readers. We 
must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news 

and commentary, with features and columns useful in daily living and employment in, 
and around, the county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

The Guardian Radio Network to Make Its Debut
NEW ROcHELLE, NY – The Guardian Radio Network will soon make its 
debut under the aegis of Hezi Aris, president of Hezitorial Absurdity, Inc. We 
will be building the Guardian Radio Network on the BlogTalkRadio platform. 
Westchester On the Level with Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will soon be joined 
by And Nothing But the Truth - Coast to Coast with Frank Vernuccio, Jr. and Larry 
Allison, and The Conservative Torch with carmine Torchetti, with more to follow.
Westchester On The Level with  co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris is heard from Monday to Friday, from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. Time slots for And Nothing But the Truth – Coast to Coast and The Conservative 
Torch will soon be divulged.

New York State Senator Greg Ball (40th S.d.) will open the Monday, September 26th broadcasting 
day at 10 a.m. Westchester county Board Legislator candidate carmen Goldberg (Republican), vying to 
represent Yonkers’ 17th district will join the show from 11 a.m.

Yonkers city council 4th district candidate Michael Sabatino is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 27th, and Rich Narog and Hezi Aris will bring us up to date over election results as validated by 
the Westchester county Board of Elections.

Yonkers mayoral candidate carlo calvi (Independence) joins us on Wednesday, September 28th, 
during the 11 a.m. time slot.

Yonkers mayoral candidate Mike Spano (democrat) will join us in the opening hour on Thursday, 
September 29th, at 10 a.m. and Steve Mayo, candidate for New Rochelle city council district 6 
(Independence, conservative, Republican, Libertarian) joins us from 11 a.m. onward.

Friday, September 30th has yet to be booked.
Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlink:
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel, or on demand. choose from an MP3 download 

option, or peruse our audio archives. 
Recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling 

us toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. All we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question and / or 
your statement.

You may elect to direct email for our guests to the editor with a statement or question that may be asked 
of our guest(s). The email address is WHYTeditor@gmail.com. Statements or comments received by email 
are incorporated into the airing of the program at the discretion of the editor / radio host(s).

 RADIO

www.westchesterguardian.com
www.wattersonstudios.com
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel 
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 BOOKS

Adam, a handsome, 
balding, thirty-three-
year-old department store 

assistant manager, signed up for the focus 
group to review a new dating advice movie 
for seniors.  “It’s not because I’m interested 
in the film or the hundred dollars you’re 
paying,” Adam had admitted to the orga-
nizer, “but maybe that evening there’ll be a 
chance to meet a woman.”

But now, after seeing the nearly one-hour 
video along with eleven other participants, 
half under the age of fifty and half above, in 
a conference room of the insurance company 
that funded the movie, Adam praises the 
movie.

“I paid for coaching by a professional 
dating service,” says Adam, who is dressed 
in an expensive suit.  “I’d role play with 

women staff members, as if we were strangers 
meeting somewhere.  They kept criticizing 
me for talking about myself too early in our 
conversations. 

“But I see in The Retired Person’s 
dating Film a woman right away telling the 
man she meets at a dance that he probably 
was attracted to her by her height.  And the 
scene where the man and woman meet and 
he talks upfront about running for political 
office but doesn’t know where he’ll raise the 
money.  Yet the woman’s attracted to him 
because she realizes the dreams someone has 
are more important than his money.  This 
film’s message that older men and women 
want to be completely honest when they 
meet because their clock’s ticking, I like it.  I 
feel my clock ticking at thirty-three.”

One interior wall of the conference room 

is a one-way mirror; and behind it, the four 
retired couples who made the film watch the 
focus group and display large smiles, enjoying 
Adam’s praise—

Now they hear Margie, who has long, 
black but very dry hair that falls below her 
waist.  She works for a telephone marketing 
agency.  Margie’s around Adam’s age and 
several times stares at Adam as she speaks.

“I agree with Adam.  dating services 
would get more clients if they advertised 
that they teach an honest-dating approach 
to participants.  These agencies should show 
this film.  But I’m someone who also sees 
why things can’t work.  The problem here is 
that the film’s actors, and you told us they’re 
the group who made the film, are older.  
Younger people won’t be attracted to a film 
with gray-haired actors.  That’s not Adam or 
me, but we’re probably different, so that’s a 
challenge.”

Margie watches Adam.  “But I always get 
ideas.  If a lot of dating services at least could 
be convinced to buy and show the film, there 
may be enough people like Adam and me 
among their clients, who wouldn’t dismiss its 

message of honest relationships, and perhaps 
word-of-mouth advertising could build.”

The focus group leader asks the six older 
members to comment on the part of the 
movie pointing to the retired’s need not only 
to be honest but make the right decisions 
quickly, which gives them appeal as public 
leaders, and perhaps could get them to run 
for political office. 

“I’ll try,” says dan, a heavy-set man who 
introduces himself as a senior administrator 
in one of the city’s hospitals, and is wearing 
his security badge. 

“You see, I think nothing could happen.  
Seniors could look in their mirrors and tell 
themselves that ‘Yes, I have these leadership 
values, and that makes me feel good, but I 
don’t have time to exercise them.’  unless—
and this relates to what Margie and Adam 
were saying—a large public cry formed for 
the newly retired to enter public life.”

“Who could this rooting section be?” 
asks the focus group leader, checking boxes 
on forms as he speaks.

Continued on page 4

 BOOKS

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back— 
Chapter 21 – The Focus Group
By ALLAN LUKS

communitySection

http://www.fideliscare.org
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Continued from page 3
“That’s easy, younger people who want 

fresh and faster ways to get close and leaders 
who make them less nervous about the 
future,” says Margie, who notices Adam now 
looking out the room’s large exterior window 
at city views and she switches her eyes to the 
focus group leader, who’s in his early forties.  

The leader calls to Adam for his opinion 
of what Margie just said, and  Adam turns 
back, and the group leader smiles at Margie 
and Adam, as if trying to get them to connect.  
He keeps smiling at them, as if testing the 
movie’s theme of getting people to relate 
quicker through shared. honest experiences.

The retired couples in the observation 

room peer through the one-way mirror, not 
moving their swivel chairs, watching to see 
if personal, honest agreement will appear 
and speed-up a relationship between Margie 
and Adam.  The video argues that upfront 
personal honesty can help create relation-
ships sooner between the lonely retired; but 
now the couples wonder if this behavior also 

can affect younger people, the future.

Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. He 
is the former head of Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
New York and is currently a visiting professor at 
Fordham University, where he teaches several 
courses in nonprofit leadership. You can learn 
more about Allan Luks at http://allanluks.
com.

It might be possible, up 
until this point, to develop the 

idea that my time spent as a small child in my 
foster parent’s’ house was perpetually painful 
and a primary cause of my problems with 
depression. This conclusion would be inac-
curate, and would make the evolution of the 
illness in my case, and I am sure most cases, 
inappropriately and woefully simple. As the 
man who saved my life said early on, “it took 
you twenty five years get this way; you are not 
going to get better in a week.” Other than for 
the sudden onset that might be traced to post 
traumatic stress, a catastrophic life event or an 
unusual change in brain chemistry, the devel-
opment of depression is very much a product 
of the your experiences over a lifetime, as such, 
who you are and how you think.

As a matter of fact, the issues I have 
discussed in earlier chapters aside, my life on 
17th. Street was near idyllic. day in and day out 
I had friends to play with, a nice house to live 
in and a family who loved me. 

I also had a best friend, my slightly older 
sister Joanne. She and I shared a bedroom, 
played our games, shared our toys, and joined 
the other kids on the block in all the usual 
activities. We Trick and Treated, played hide 

and go seek and road our scooters, all on our 
block or in the school yard of PS 10, down on 
the corner.

You might say our life on 17th Street was 
right out of a Peanuts comic strip. unlike the 
kids of today, we all ran around and played 
in the street. There were no play dates. 
Our parents did not worry about us being 
kidnapped, and we had our own little society, 
if you will. We went in when we were called 
for dinner, or because it was time to go to bed.

And, yes, you read it right, we had 
scooters. They were differently styled versions 
of the type that have become so popular today. 
I got good at riding mine, as did Joanne. The 
downside was that we were two of the few 
kids that had them. Our parents were over 
protective in this way and felt that bikes were 
too dangerous, plus we were very young. This 
protectiveness came up again, when I later 
went back to 24th Street, and would have a 
profound effect on me.

 It is worth noting, also, that Joanne and I 
both started skating when we were little more 
than toddlers. I have no doubt that this early 
skill development has enabled me to skate well 
till this day in my senior hockey hobby. 

Joanne was my best friend and the love of 

my young life. Today when I see the connec-
tion between my grandson and his sister, I am 
reminded of the deep bond and affection I 
shared with Joanne, an attachment that should 
have lasted a lifetime. Now, still, when I think 
of her, the warm feelings turn to deep sadness, 
the magic and color turn to black and white, 
and like the late dan Fogelberg wrote, ‘the 
snow turns into rain.’ 

I was able keep at bay the never absent 
feelings of fear of abandonment, along with 
the confusion about having two equal moms. 
I cold also accept the once weekly trauma of 
having my mother back only to watch her 
leave again. I was also able to reconcile the 
notion that I was a second class person. Most 
importantly, I mastered the skill of denial, 
accepting the lies of my caregivers, and the lies 
I told myself. If one can do these things, as I 
did, one can adapt to a double life. It was an 
acquired skill. 

All those feelings were covered over with 
a vague sense of dread; a fear that some over-
riding truth was responsible for my standing in 
the world. This “truth” stayed deep within me. 
It was a truth I knew, but could not define…a 
truth so buried in self deceit and fear, that I 
dared never to contemplate its meaning. 

And so, I must tell you, 17th Street was my 
home, and I loved it there.

The common thinking about foster care 
is that it is a wonderful thing, which it can be, 
and that the child will be returned to his or her 
family to the satisfaction, even joy, of all those 
concerned. This happy ending, or beginning, 
if you will, may well be the exception. In my 
case, because of the lies, deception, and my 
own identity, which was unclear, it would be 
anything but.

One sunny Sunday morning, not long 
before my 7th birthday, Joanne and I were 
playing in our room. Our fun was interrupted 
by the presence of my foster father, John, and 
an uncle on my biological mothers’ side of the 
family. I didn’t know it when they walked in, 
but I was hours away from never seeing my 
foster mother again, and not seeing my sister 
again for almost forty years. 

Several weeks ago, Bob Marrone 
published a column, A Barbarian at the Gate, 
dealing with his successful struggle with 
clinical depression. In it he mentioned that 
he was in the process of writing a book about 
his experiences. The piece was met with many 
requests for more about Bob’s thirty-year 
battle. So The Westchester Guardian will publish 
synoptic excerpts of the work in progress each 
week. The previous chapters were as follows: 
(1) There Are No Guarantees, (2) Robert Has 
Two Mommies, (3) Sadness Is Normal, and (4) 
Grandma’s House. 

Listen to Bob Marone every weekday from 6:00 – 
8:30 a.m. on the ›Good Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone on WVOX-1460 AM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Five - My Peanuts Period
By BOB MARRONE

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 21 – The Focus Group

 CALENDAR

Well, fall is certainly 
upon us… the school bell 
rings, the leaves change 
color and the NFL is back, 
so all is good. don’t forget 

to do your homework and if you have some 
extra time take a peak at this week’s “News 
and Notes…” 

“If you could read my mind,” then 
you know the song is from canadian folk 
singer Gordon Lightfoot and he is making 
a northern Westchester appearance at the 
Paramount center for the Arts in Peekskill 
on September 30th so hop on the “carefree 
Highway” and catch what I guess will a 
“Beautiful” performance.

“Willy Wonka” comes to the Yorktown 
Stage on November 19th, 20th and 27th make 
sure you get in your “oompa-loomping.” 

The Adult Learning center of the 
Pound Ridge Library presents its fall series 
on Literature and the Sea, starting September 
30th and running through december 2nd. 
My wife often tells me that I should learn to 
be an adult, so the Learning center is a must 
for me. 

And I can’t believe we are talking about 
a fall harvest all ready, but on October 15th in 
Pound Ridge there will be a Harvest Festival 
on Westchester Avenue.

It’s Holiday Share 2011 once again 
at The community center of Northern 
Westchester where they collect food and 
monetary donations so that

hundreds of our neighbors in need can 
enjoy special holiday meals in

November and december. distribution 
begins November 1st. They are looking for 
the following items: frozen turkeys up to 12 
lbs, flour (1 or 2 lbs. bags), sugar (1 or 2 lbs. 
bags), coffee (instant or ground), tea bags 
(small boxes), hot chocolate, fruit juice (64 
oz. /family size), butter cookies in tins, and

Continued on page 5

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

 CALENDAR

Continued from page 4
cake mixes. Please bring your donations 
beginning October 1st or call 914-232-
6572 for more information and thank you 
for sharing with your neighbors in need this 
holiday season.

did you know that Origami means 
paper folding in Japanese, well it does and 
your children can learn this by attending 
Origami 101 at the Lewisboro Library on 
September 29th.

You’re not going to want to miss 
this; the Bedford community Theatre is 
presenting “Hairspray” with performances 
on November 11-13 and 18-20. My buddy 
John Thompson is directing, so you know it’s 
going be great!

Nobody likes a good Oktoberfest more 
than me…the October 9th gala in White 
Plains should be “sehr gut,” (that is very good 
in German). There will be authentic German 
food and music by Alpine Squeeze. Now 
where did I leave my lederhosen…? 

Here’s a interesting exhibit, 
“Photography: A showing by chad david 

Kraus,” covering local and international 
subjects being held at the Black cow 
coffee company in Pleasantville through 
September 30th, call 917-532-3478 for 
details.

Turning to sports:
In girl’s high school soccer action, it was 

Somers beating Lakeland 6 to 1. and on the 
boy’s side, Greeley defeated Harrison 5 to 0. 
On the field hockey turf, Pleasantville got by 
Briarcliff by the final score of 2 to 1 and over 
on the volleyball court the lady Foxes beat 
croton-Harmon 3 to 0.

It’s not too early to start thinking about 
your Halloween costume, I was going to go 
as a columnist for a great community news-
paper in Westchester, but who would ever 
believe that. See you next week…

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment 
LLC. As president he has seen rapid growth 
of the company with the signing of numerous 
clients. He currently resides in Bedford Hills with 
his wife Sarah and three girls, Kate, Amanda 
and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

Karima Mansour 
knew she wanted to 

dance when she was five. Or rather, her 
mother, Egyptian filmmaker Alia El Bialy, 
recognized that her daughter expressed 
herself through movement. She encour-
aged and pushed the very young Karima to 
try numerous activities, including horseback 
riding, sports and acting. And when it came 
to dancing, Karima would engage in her first 
dance classes in Kuwait. When her family 
returned to Egypt, she had become used to 
the daily classes and recitals. She was soon 
to be enrolled in the Inji Solh dance Studio 
training under instructors from the Alvin 
Ailey dance company; people such as Fran 
Spector and choreographer Isabelle Guillot. 
They were first to introduce Karima to floor 
ballet -- a technique similar to classical ballet. 
At the age of sixteen, her continuing enthu-
siasm drove her to participate in summer 
courses at the London contemporary dance 
School (LcdS). After getting her BA from 
the Egyptian cinema Institute in 1991, 
Karima continued her academic dancing 
studies, receiving both a BA and Masters 

from (LcdS) and two-year scholarships 
to study professional Formation course at 
Balletto di Renatto in Greco, Italy. In the 
last few years, Karima Mansour became a 
renowned figure in contemporary dance with 
a multitude of performances she conceptual-
ized, choreographed and performed around 
the world; even here in the united States. 

Continued on page 6

Karima Mansour: Dancing in Contemporary 
Spirit 
By SHERIF AWAD

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE
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Continued from page 5
Mansour’s parents were the greatest of 

influence in engaging Mansour in dance. It 
was they who both appreciated and loved the 
arts; they were her main supporters. Their 
home was always infused with the sounds 
of music, film, and books. The family lived 
in different countries before finally returning 
to Egypt, affording Mansour exposure to 
different cultures at an early stage. Her 
parents used to send her to dance classes 
wherever they were, embellishing her experi-
ence to the delight of the theatre, drawing, 
and music workshops. Even so, it was always 
dance that tugged at her heart. After school, 
she enrolled in cairo university where she 
studied both English Literature and the 

Academy of Arts, thereafter joining the 
cinema Institute. 

Mansour realized very quickly the latter 
was more interesting and dropped the other 
faculty to finish her studies and graduate with 
a B.A in filmmaking. While she was still 
studying, Mansour also worked as an assistant 
director. She thereafter left for Rome for a 
two-year period of dance studies, continuing 
even more studies in London from 1993 
until late 1997. That was when she got her 
Bachelor degree (B.A.), and her Masters 
(M.A.) in Performance and choreography. 
She remembers: “I worked as a performer 
with other choreographers during part of my 
stay in England. choreography did not even 
cross my mind at that time. It hit me later 
when I came back to Egypt and found that 
the only way to dance was to create my own 
work; since 1998, it was either the Opera or 
nothing! That is when I decided to form my 
own dance company MA’AT in 1999 which 
is the first independent dance company to be 
formed in Egypt. That step was undertaken 

with thanks to the Royal Netherlands 
cultural Fund that supported me for two 
years, by providing a small place to deliver 
the training, program the rehearsals, and all 
work regarding my company.”

From the year 2000 until now, Mansour 
produced more than ten shows, three or four 
of which were performed in Egypt. Her 
work is more recognized internationally 
than locally. “Yes, for many reasons…!,” she 
laughs. “I think it’s a pity though, because the 
idea and reality of not supporting young local 
artists who get recognition abroad, who are 
experienced, who have a serious education in 
the field, is actually failing in taking advan-
tage of creating a versatile cultural scene that 
will eventually create space for others, as well 
as growth in several aspects and that is a real 
pity. We are a nation of 80 millions, and most 
art and culture are focused in cairo and a 
little bit in Alexandria. cairo is a city of 25 
millions alone, with just two official dance 
companies! The classical Ballet company 
since the 60’s, and The cairo Opera dance 
Theatre company. Any other dance 
company is considered non-existent since 
its status would be “independent.” I am not 
saying to remove one in favor of another but 
rather make space for all. That of course is if 
we are working for the good of the cultural 
scene. Independent dance companies have 
no place to work or rehearse, no theatres to 
give visibility to their work, and no produc-
tion or funding and of course, no marketing 
tools. So those independent companies 
are completely run by individual indepen-
dent artists who end up having to do all the 
work on their own and waste their energy 
on fighting battles and obstacles instead of 
being creative! Eventually and sometimes the 
result is the death of new projects. This is the 
situation that we are living in, and I often ask 
myself, why is that? To who’s advantage?”

Acclaimed Performances:
Karima, however, fought that system by 

expanding her talents worldwide in a serious 
of performances she designed and choreo-
graphed using multimedia, dance, light and 
contemporary themes.

“The starting point of my performance 
called Nomadness came with ‘Planting a Tree 
in the desert’… That expression came up in 
a conversation between a French choreogra-
pher and myself. Every time we talked, or got 
into a debate, he would often say, “Yes, but 
you still want to plant a tree in the desert.” 
Maybe he meant that I wanted to reach the 
impossible… that expression kept ringing in 
my head, and I said to myself, “Yes, I want to 
plant trees in the desert.” Since then, I started 
working on the piece with that concept and 
picture in mind.

“You see, that 
sentence ‘planting trees 
in the desert’ is loaded 
with mixed images and 
emotions. It may be 
short, but to the point. 
Branching out from it 
are ideas, and pictures. 
There is a conflict within 
the sentence that creates 
dynamics: a paradox, a 
struggle, and a contin-
uous state of birth, death, 
rebirth, etc,… a contin-
uous transformation. 
The skin of the character 
in Nomadness is changed and shed several 
times within the time frame of the work. I 
wear several costumes on top of one another, 
and I get rid of each layer at a time, bit by 
bit while moving from one state to the other, 
a constant state of reinvention. A new char-
acter is born or maybe just a different layer of 
the same persona is seen from a new perspec-
tive and it doesn’t stop, a constant state of 
movement...”

“Identity and Purity were two other 
performances created and produced in 2007. 
I find that as human beings, when we meet 
someone for the first time most of us already 
start judging as well as creating opinions due 
to preconceived notions. So the question that 
always pops up in my mind is: where do all 
these judgments of others start and end? 
How much of it is real and how much of 
it is a projection of our selves… And what 
or why do we put the “other” in frames? 
Inspired by these thoughts that is why you 
see frames, costumes, and projectors as part 
of my scenography. I hear people talking all 
the time about it but to me it is not a country 
flag or a badge you stick on your jacket; it is 

much more complicated than this. We are 
the outcome of different experiences and 
times. I can’t say that my identity is ‘Egyptian’ 
what is the meaning of that? You can get a 
hundred Egyptians in one room and listen 
to them talking about themselves. Each and 
every one of them will be representing some-
thing different. That’s why I think Identity is 
something very personal. My last two shows 
tackled that issue. Part of the issue is related 
to the impressions the West has about us 
as Egyptians. The concept of preconceived 
notions is so related to “the identity.” In a 
show I gave in Germany called Faith, Love, 
Hope, I tackled the concept of faith and its 
definition, and its different angles. In addi-
tion to all these thoughts and notions of 
mine that create material for my work, I feel 
that my existence as an Egyptian woman on 
stage, performing, is a political statement in 
itself with all the sociopolitical baggage.

After the 25th of January revolution in 
Egypt, Karima Mansour was among many 
artists who spontaneously responded to the 
new era after the fall of Mubarak’s regime. 
She created the choreography for a play 
called Lessons in Revolting that premiered on 
one of the independent spaces in downtown 
cairo called Rawabet Theater. The text was 
conceived by playwright Laila Soliman and 
Ruud Gielens. Karima worked with all the 
performing actors to deliver their mono-
logues about experiences in protests and 
activism in the months that followed the 
revolutions. Again, Karima used her cine-
matic background to project videos instead 
of set decorations from the real revolutions 
that featured some of the performers who are 
real life activists. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/
video critic and curator. He is the film editor 
of Egypt Today Magazine, and the artistic 
director for both the Alexandria Film Festival, 
in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and Variety Arabia, in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Karima Mansour: Dancing in Contemporary Spirit 

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE
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Next 
Public Estate Auction

Monday, October 3rd @ 6PM

Previews:
Saturday, Oct. 1st Noon-6PM 
Sunday, Oct. 2nd Noon-6PM
Monday, Octrd Noon-Sale 

Free Appraisals Every Wed. 12 Noon - 4PM 

2372 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, NY 10538
Email: info@clarkeny.com
ClarkeNY.com

Shift Foreman - WPCA
Salary:  $57,696 - $69,895 (Annually) 
Applicants must possess a Connecticut DEP Class III Wastewater 
Treatment Operator or Operator in Training license.

Plant Supervisor - WPCA
Salary:  $86,252 - $110,630 (Annually)
Applicant must possess a Connecticut DEP Class IV Wastewater 
Treatment Operator’s certificate.

Applications can be obtained at www.cityofstamford.org or City of Stamford, 
Human Resources Department, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Con-
necticut 06904.  A resume and/or other correspondence will not be consid-
ered as equivalent to an application.  For additional information call the
Human Resources Department (203) 977-4070.  Equal Opportunity Employer

The City of Stamford is seeking qualified 
applicants for the following positions:

 ENVIRONMENT

On Michael 
Mogollon’s senior yearbook 
page is a picture in which 
he is relaxing with a fishing 
pole at a favorite spot near 
a creek where he fished for 

brook trout as a teen.
The fishing photo provides a glimpse into 

his future. As a boy in colombia, fishing was 
Mogollon’s passion, and he would go often 
with his father on weekends and after work.

“I grew up with a love for fishing,” 
explained Mogollon, 52, who has just 
driven the 80 miles from his home near Ft. 
Lauderdale to his farm, nestled the pine scrub 
of south of Lake Okeechobee. “I would go at 
every chance I got.”

But this farm is unique, in that Mogollon 
cultivates a product that normally lives far 
from the cattle, alfalfa, or sugar cane crops 
spread throughout the heartland of Florida: it 
is shrimp.

Since he was young, Mogollon has been 
driven by a vision: to find a way he could 
parlay his love for fish into a career. He has 
not only championed his cause, but has taken 
it a step further, by offering a product that is 
all-natural, in that it does not harm the envi-
ronment by raking ocean or sea beds, or add 
chemicals which are often used to preserve 
frozen shrimp, to the environment. 

Accepting an invitation to come to the 
u.S. as a high-school senior to study at the 
prestigious Hotchkiss School, Mogollon’s 
dream—to try to find a stepping stone to a 
good marine biology program in the uS—had 

begun to take shape.
“I wanted to be the Jacques cousteau of 

colombia, return to my country and spend 
the rest of my life under the sea. I wanted to be 
with the fish,” said Mogollon.

Later, at Harvard, Mogollon landed a 
job taking care of the aquaria in the univer-
sity’s fish lab and collection. With a broad 
knowledge of all the exotic fish species from 
areas such as the Amazon in his native South 
America, he was a shoe-in for the job.

“I realized that becoming an aquaculturist 
would give me proximity to the fish world, 
and also give me the opportunity to make a 
living from my passion. I knew these fish, 
because I had seen them in their living envi-
ronment. The same professor who helped me 
get the assistantship gave me my first book on 
aquaculture, and I was off and running,” said 
Mogollon.

After Harvard, Mogollon was accepted 
into the renowned Aquaculture and Fisheries 
program at Auburn university.

“during my second year, a recent grad-
uate came to campus to speak about the 
booming shrimp business in Ecuador. I spoke 
with him about my background and interests, 
and he ended up asking me to come look at 
the hatchery business at his shrimp farm. So, I 
flew down to Ecuador and was offered a posi-
tion” said Mogollon.

Thirty years later, Mogollon is living his 
dream. He greeted me when I arrived at his 
farm at mid-day earlier this year, tired from 
working all night to get a shipment ready for 
export to New York, but his golden-green eyes 
flashed in the sun as he stepped down from his 
truck and exuberantly explained his expansion 
plans for his five-acre farm.

“My plan is to triple the greenhouse facili-
ties, from the current five greenhouses to 10, 

and then to 15 over the next six months,” 
explained Mogollon.

Mogollon bought the land near 
clewiston, Fla. to start the business, Earthcare 
Aquaculture, with his own capital, and began 
operations with a loan from the uSdA’s Farm 
Loan Program in 2008. Since then, Mogollon 
has grown it from the ground up—literally—
with the help of his wife, claudia, and one 
worker/technician, Antonio, who assist with 
the aquaculture, infrastructure, storage, export, 
accounting, and marketing for his business.

The caveat for this expansion, however, 
is that Mogollon receives additional funding 
from private investors.

“I’m at break-even now. I had to tempo-
rarily suspend the hatchery part of the 
business—raising the shrimp from embryo 

stage—and outsource it from a third party, 
until I can raise more capital to expand the 
growout to a scale that justifies the expense of 
the hatchery, Mogollon added.”

Continued on page 8

Green Vision
By LEE DANIELS

Bucket full 1st day old baby shrimp known as 
Nauplii, the first larval stage

Beaker sample of newly hatched nauplii ready 
for counting.

Male shrimp showing area where sperm packs 
will emerge and attach to underside of female.
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Continued from page 7
On a tour of the farm, I was immediately 

struck by the meticulousness of Mogollon’s 

operation. Each person entering the farm has 
to walk through a “bath” designed to cleanse 
his or her shoes of any external contaminants.

“I usually make people put on an outer 
suit, but you guys look pretty clean,” he said 
with a chuckle as I came through the entrance 
with my photographer.

He led us to the lab, where each day, 
he does a microscopic viewing and count of 
newly hatched nauplii, or one-day-old larval 
shrimp, which is necessary to verify a healthy 
development of the larvae, and where he 
mixes the feed for the shrimp, which is all 
organic, and entails eight different feed types 
which are administered during a critical 
two-week larval period during which size 

increases and anatomy changes along with 
feed requirements.

Next, Mogollon took us to what he 
called the “sex room,” a dark and carefully 
climate-controlled area where female shrimp 
are impregnated by male shrimp (through a 
“sperm pack” from the male which emerges 
and attaches itself to the underside of the 
female; eggs are spawned by the female 
shrimp, larvae are collected, counted and 
measured, and checked consistently through 
the various stages of their growth, i.e., two-
week, four-week, etc.

Next, we were shown the large “grow-
out” tanks in one of Mogollon’s large, 36,000 
square-foot greenhouses, where the shrimp 
grow in various tanks, according to which 
stage of growth they are in, until they are ready 
to harvest.

Mogollon’s two main markets for his 

shrimp are divided between his “live” and 
“fresh” markets.

In the live market, his secret chilling tech-
nique allows him to air-freight the shrimp 
alive to wholesalers nationwide, who in turn 
sell to retailers who desire a live product. His 
major clients in this segment are the live Asian 
seafood markets in New York, which provide 
steady demand. The fresh market provides 
fresh shrimp to buyers such as restaurants 
who desire fresh, all-natural products on their 
menus.

Since 90% of shrimp that is sold and 
consumed in the u.S is frozen and imported, 
Mogollon’s fresh business provides the desired 
product to clients around the country who 
can’t get fresh shrimp locally off-season.

“People love shrimp. It is the most 

consumed seafood in the u.S. What we offer 
is an all-natural, domestic product that also 
is ‘green,’ in that it is farmed and produced 
in such a way that does not alter or harm the 
ocean floor,” explained Mogollon.

Mogollon joined a group called the 
chef ’s collaborative, a non-profit consortium 
of chefs, farmers, fishers, educators, and food 
lovers dedicated to promoting sustainable and 
healthy food sources from around the u.S.

“What I am trying to do is appeal to a 
segment of chefs that offer an ocean-safe, 
environmentally safe product that has all the 
quality of a natural product, with very little 
handling involved, which you can only get 
from a fresh product. No chemicals have 
been added, which is common in preserving 
imported, frozen shrimp, and it has not been 
frozen. In frozen seafood, ice crystals expand 

in the fibers of the flesh, risking the loss of 
texture and some of the essential flavors when 
you thaw the product, which are very subtle 
but very important to taste. So chefs, as well as 
consumers, value this,” said Mogollon.

Mogollon’s largest market is for small- 
and medium-sized shrimp, which is favored 
by the live market, who buy these in bulk 
quantities. In addition to expanding his farm, 
he also intends to grow more large-sized 
shrimp, which are more in demand from what 
he calls the “white-linen tablecloth” restau-
rants and retailers.

Continued on page 9

Juvenile shrimp at 4 weeks of age.

Shrimp at 2 weeks of age known as Post 
Larvae.

Larval rearing feeds being weighed. Eight 
different feed types are given during a 2 week 

larval period during which size increases 
and anatomy changes along with feed 

requirements.

Shrimp half way to harvest.Daily microscopic viewing of the larvae is 
necessary to verify a healthy development of 

the larvae.

A growout tank showing the typical brown 
coloration from a healthy population of marine 
diatoms full of carotenoids- a natural pigment 

more recognizable as the orange in carrots.

Shrimp ready for harvest.

Flasks full of marine diatoms reared as feed for 
the very delicate early larval stages.

 ENVIRONMENT

Green Vision
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Continued from page 8
Earthcare Aquaculture’s twin mission 

statements succinctly sum up two tenets that 
Mogollon and his wife follow in their quest to 
provide a product that is not only healthy, but 
also good for the earth’s health: 1) to provide 
you with shrimp in its most natural form, 
unadulterated by chemicals, preservatives, 
antibiotics or hormones; and 2) to produce 
these shrimp without harming the environ-
ment using natural processes common in 
Mother Nature. 

In their nod to Mother Nature, the 
Mogollons encapsulate what is most impor-
tant about sustaining and enjoying life on this 
planet: eat clean, live clean.

Photos by and courtesy of dolly Sacristan, 
except for the photo of the large shrimp which 
is photographed by and is courtesy of Michael 
Mogollon

Lee Daniels, a resident of Pleasantville, New 
York, is a columnist for The Westchester Guardian 
/Yonkers Tribune, and an editor-at-large for 
ICU in Kiev, Ukraine. For more informa-
tion about EarthCare Aquaculture, please visit: 
www.earthcareaquaculture.com.

 ENVIRONMENT  FINANCES

Green Vision

This year there is a new 
thrust for the city budget 
in New Rochelle. Finance 
commissioner, Howard 
Rattner, has proposed asking 

non-profits who are exempt from taxes, to 
voluntarily agree to give PILOTS (payments 
in lieu of taxes) to the city. Among the reasons 
cited by Rattner were the large number of calls 
for police and fire services by “too many of 
these institutions” and the need for the rest of 
the taxpayers to make up this shortfall. Rattner 
asked the councilmembers to decide whether 
this initiative should be supported. The 
proposed contributions by seven nonprofits in 
New Rochelle (Sound Shore Medical center, 
Iona college and Prep, college of New 
Rochelle, Salesian, ursuline, and Thornton 
donovan) were on the list comprising a 
combined proposed PILOT of $401,102. 
Also cited were the 301 police responses at 
Sound Shore Medical center and 129 at Iona. 
Iona also had 130 fire responses last year, far 
more than any other nonprofit.

Rattner’s memorandum also mentioned 

that “several taxing jurisdictions” across 
the nation have been requesting that 
their nonprofits give voluntary payments. 
Accompanying Rattner’s statement on the 
city’s website are several newspaper articles 
which cited nonprofits which had volun-
tarily given PILOTS to their municipality. 
The Boston Globe on 4/24/11 listed several 
nonprofits (e.g. Beth Israel Hospital, Boston 
university and children’s center, Boston 
college and Northeastern university) 
having agreed to voluntary PILOTs. Boston’s 
nonprofits are being asked to pay up to 25% of 
what the voluntary payment would be. Boston 
is projecting $25 million in payments in 2011. 
Higher PILOTs are requested into the future 
years.

In New York State, according to an article 
by Tim Knauss of the Syracuse Post-Standard, 
Syracuse has convinced nonprofit Syracuse 
university to voluntarily agree to a $2.5 million 
payment for city services. Over the next five 
years they will voluntarily pay $500,000 
to the city. Syracuse has a high amount of 
tax-exempt property, 51%. New Rochelle’s 

tax-exempt properties now comprise 28.6% of 
the tax rolls. Other universities, such as Brown 
university in Providence, Rhode Island, and 
Yale, in New Haven, connecticut, have also 
cited for their voluntary contributions to their 
respective municipalities. An article in the 
Buffalo News by Stephen T. Watson, 7/16/11, 
stated, “At least lll municipalities in l8 states” 
received payments in lieu of taxes. 

Anthony Galletta wrote in New Rochelle 
Talk of the Sound , that the “New Rochelle city 
council embraces Republican ideas on volun-
tary PILOTs for nonprofits... while a voluntary 
public service fee for nonprofits has been recom-
mended for over a decade, the 800-pound 
gorilla in the room remains unscathed… 
Avalon. Last year, 115 students were registered 
from Avalon 1 (255 Huguenot) and Avalon 
East (40 Memorial Highway). These students 
cost New Rochelle taxpayers $2.3 million to 
educate last year. This year, the Avalons have 
once again exceeded the 58 students calcu-
lated in the Final Environmental Impact 
Study (FEIS) by 86%, enrolling 108 students,

Continued on page 10

Will the Nonprofits in New Rochelle Be Willing to Give Voluntary Contributions? 
By PEGGY GODFREY 

www.earthcareaquaculture.com
http://www.ford.com
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Continued from page 9

and costing taxpayers $2.16 million. When 
combined with what the Avalons would pay in 
school taxes at 100% taxation ($7,728,762.14) 
the burden to New Rochelle taxpayers is 
almost $10 million.”

New Rochelle Republican 
councilmembers have continually asked to 
have the city request voluntary payments from 
nonprofits. councilman Lou Trangucci told 
The Westchester Guardian that, “Republicans 
on the New Rochelle city council have 
brought this issue up at budget meet-
ings for several years, suggesting the New 
Rochelle should ask nonprofits for voluntary 
payments.” He continued that, “Because of 
the city’s misdirection with tax abatements 
and the increase in population and the lack of 
sales tax,” the city is in a desperate condition. 
He cited Mount Vernon, Port chester, and 
White Plains, which have each maintained or 
exceeded their tax revenues; this is not the case 
in New Rochelle. New Rochelle’s sales tax in 
2010 went from $25 to $23 million dollars, a 
10% drop. He adds, the city is in dire need of 
revenue and hopes the city will reach out to 
these nonprofits to ask them to make volun-
tary contributions to New Rochelle.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, and a former 
educator.

Will the Nonprofits 
in New Rochelle Be 
Willing to Give Voluntary 
Contributions? 

 FINANCES  HISTORY

It has been said that any 
culture that fails to under-
stand and appreciate its past 

cannot have much of a future. Several facets 
of Westchester’s forgotten history are a good 
illustration of this paradox. Let us start with 
aspects of transportation in the lower Hudson 
Valley and the colony of New Netherland. 

Although the dutch occupied the area 
for only about fifty years, they nevertheless left 
us a lasting maritime legacy. Many nautical 
terms, for example, have come down to us 
from the dutch. 

captains of sailing vessels were schippers-
-our word “skippers.” The ships they sailed on 
the Hudson were sloeps and jachts. Dec meant 
“roof” in dutch, and so they applied this term 
to the “roof” of the hold of a ship. 

Our word for the rail at the stern of a 
vessel--taffrail--is derived from tafereel, the 
dutch word for the ornate carvings at the 
stern of 17th-century ships. Buoy, cruise, luff, 
marlin, scow and yawl are other words with 
dutch antecedents.

The dutch also gave us a distinctive 
vessel--the Hudson River sloop--a single-
masted fore-and-aft rigged, shallow-draft 
sailing ship with a low bowsprit and a single 
headsail set from the forestay. Early sloops had 
a square-rigged topsail; this was later replaced 
by a triangular sail that could be handled by 
fewer crew members.

Evolution of the Hudson River Sloop
Appropriate to a maritime nation 

with a far-flung empire, the 
first dutch ships in New 
Netherland were ungainly 
high-sided ocean-going vessels 

with permanent keels, drawing 
as much as twelve feet of water. 
Faced with the Hudson’s capri-
cious winds and powerful tides, 
the dutch soon modified these 
cumbersome craft.

The specialized Hudson 
River sloop that evolved was a 
shallow-draft, flat-bottomed, 
low-sided, wide beamed boat 
carrying a large area of sail. 
In its heyday around 1830, the 
average sloop on the Hudson displaced about 
85 tons and could carry 25 tons of cargo. 

Seventy-five feet long, with a beam as 
much as 25 feet wide, it had a shallow draft 
of only about six feet. Emphasis was on large 
cargo capacity and comfortable passenger 
accommodations. Even more important, 
however, was the ability to navigate the treach-
erous shifting shoals and sand bars in the 
Hudson’s upper reaches below Albany.

An innovation in design first employed in 
1816 enabled sloops to be made larger and to 
increase their carrying capacity. This was the 
centerboard--a vertically sliding dropped keel 
that made the vessel much easier to handle 
and permitted access to villages on shallower 
creeks. 

Artists and Travelers 
Much of what we know about Hudson 

River sloops and the commerce of the river 
comes to us from accounts of early travelers. 
Another source is the many paintings and 
prints produced by the artists of the so-called 
Hudson River School. 

dr. Alexander Hamilton, a Scottish physi-
cian who settled in Maryland and became 

wealthy, wrote of his travels 
in the Hudson Valley in 
1744, “To this city [Albany] 

belongs about 24 sloops about 50 tons burden 
that go and come to [New] York. They chiefly 
carry planks and rafters. The country about 
is very productive of hay and good grain, the 
woods not much cleared.”

Swedish naturalist Peter Kalm came to 
America to get specimens of herb and tree 
seeds for the Swedish Academy of Sciences. In 
June of 1749, he traveled by sloop from New 
York to Albany and described sloop traffic: 
“They go up and down the Hudson River as 
long as it is open and free from ice. They bring 
from Albany boards or planks, and all sorts 
of timber, flour, peas and furs, which they get 
from the Indians, or which are smuggled from 
the French.

“They come home almost empty, and 
only bring a few kinds of merchandise with 
them, the chief of which is rum. This is abso-
lutely necessary to the inhabitants of Albany. 
They cheat the Indians in the fur trade with 
it; for when the Indians are drunk they are 
practically blind and will leave it to the Albany 
whites to fix the price of furs.”

A sloop generally carried a captain, 
pilot, three or four sailors, and a cabin boy or 
cook. cargoes were varied. Produce of the 
land--flour, grain, hay, lumber, and furs--was 
brought downriver to the cities. Manufactured 
goods and imported items went upriver--
crockery, earthenware, cloth, hardware, oil, 

salt, sugar, tobacco—and the 
ever-present rum. 

Early sloops were called 
“merchant sloops,” “freight 
sloops” or “market boats.” 
Such vessels had no regular 
departure time or fixed 
destination. They went 
when and where goods were 
available to be hauled. Later, 
sloop operators attempted 
to maintain regular sched-
ules with so-called “packet 
sloops.”

Continued on page 11

Hudson River sloop Clearwater under full sail.

Those Were the Days – Part 1
A Salute to the Hudson River Sloop
By ROBERT SCOTT
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 HISTORY

Continued from page 10
John Lambert, a young Englishman, 

has left us a word picture of travel on such a 
sloop. He had been sent to canada in 1806 to 
encourage the cultivation of hemp for cordage 
on sailing ships. unsuccessful in his mission, 
Lambert decided in 1807 to see the sights of 
North America before returning to England. 

He booked passage in the town of 
Hudson on captain Elihu Bunker’s brand-
new sloop Experiment, paying five dollars, 
for which he also received three meals a day, 
“including spirits.” At 130 tons, it was “the 
largest and best” sloop specifically designed 
for the Hudson River passenger trade.

Two private cabins toward the stern 
contained several berths for women. 
Amidships was a large general room about 
60 feet long and 20 feet wide. On each side 
covered by printed cotton curtains was a 
double tier of berths for men. At the front 
of this cabin was a bar “like that of a coffee-
house,” where the passengers could buy “wine, 
bottled porter, ale, segars, and such articles as 
were not included in the passage-money.” 

Between the bar and the crew’s quarters 
in the forecastle was “a very complete kitchen 
fitted up with a good fire-place, copper boilers 
and every convenience for cooking.”

The river eventually became a commercial 
empire of vast extent, and the broad-beamed 

sloop was its queen. Sloops were built 
in virtually every Hudson River town 
and village. By 1810, 206 sloops were 

plying the river. 
Twenty-two years later, at the peak of 

the sloop’s popularity, John Finch, an English 
traveler, would write, “Twelve hundred 
sloops are employed on the Hudson. They 
are painted with the most brilliant colors, 
and their white sails and variegated flags and 
streamers, present a beautiful addition to the 
scenery of the river.” 

On a summer day, a hundred sloops could 
be counted on the Tappan Zee. Every town 
and village along the Hudson had its own 
fleet of sloops, ranging from a half dozen to as 
many as 50 or 60. Large anchorages resembled 
a forest of masts.

Decline and Fall
On August 17, 1807, the death knell 

sounded for the Hudson River sloop. On 
that date Robert Fulton’s highly successful 
North River Steam-Boat, incorrectly called the 
Clermont, successfully made the voyage from 
New York to Albany under its own power. 

Many sloops were faster than five-mile-
per-hour steamboats, but their operators 
could not match trips of 36 hours either way 
between New York and Albany, even though 
the steamboat fare of seven dollars was signifi-
cantly higher. Nevertheless, much passenger 
traffic was still carried on sloops, particularly 

to serve the smaller towns at which steamers 
did not stop.

Moreover, steamboat operators had to 
overcome the fears of travelers that their 
vessels were dangerous. Several well-publi-
cized incidents of catastrophic accidents 
involving steam vessels led travelers to believe 
that steamboats were a hazardous mode of 
travel. 

completion of the Hudson River 
Railroad in 1851 sealed the sloops’ doom. In 
that year, the first train sped along the east 
bank of the Hudson from New York city to 
Greenbush, opposite Albany, in less than four 
hours.

Additional competition from tow boats 
and barges eventually limited sloops to local 
traffic in goods and passengers, and low-
priority bulk cargoes--lumber, bricks, coal, 
flagstone, lime, cement and hay. Sloops that 
transported bricks were dubbed “brickers.”

By 1860, few sloops were being built. One 
of the last of these was the Stephen Underhill, 
displacing 42 tons, launched at croton Point in 
1867. Remaining older sloops were converted 
to more easily managed two-masted schooner 
rigs or became mastless barges and harbor 
lighters. 

Others were weighted with stones and 
sunk to become breakwaters, or were simply 
run aground and left to rot. At the turn of 
the 20th century, only a few abandoned hulks 

survived. The last of these was destroyed on 
a beach in Staten Island by the devastating 
hurricane of 1938.

Hudson River sloops are long gone from 
the river, but a few modern replicas remind us 
of their glory days. The Clearwater, designed 
by cyrus Hamlin and built in 1969 by the 
Harvey Gamage Shipyard company of 
South Bristol, Maine, is used for educational 
purposes. Slight modifications in hull design 
were made to conform to coast Guard regu-
lations, and an auxiliary engine was added. 

Two smaller sloops, called “ferry sloops,” 
also were built. A wooden-hulled Woody 
Guthrie and the Sojourner Truth, with a hull 
of ferro-cement, replicated the market sloops 
owned and operated by farmers and local 
entrepreneurs. In 2002, the latter sloop broke 
loose from her moorings in croton and was 
wrecked on the rocks at Half Moon Bay.

This is the first essay in a series on 
Westchester history exploring the modes of 
transportation in the lower Hudson Valley. 
Future articles will cover post roads and turn-
pikes, stagecoach travel, inns and taverns, 
steamboats, and individual railroads. 

A semi-retired book publisher, author 
Robert Scott is a respected Westchester 
historian.

Those Were the Days – Part 1

Movie Review:  
“Drive” (+)

This film will grab your attention from 
frame one. It is primarily atmospheric but 
the acting and script are excellent. It takes 
place in the city of Los Angeles, where the 
skyscrapers rival those in Manhattan. The 
majority appear to be made of glass and look 
glorious when lit in the evening.

The driver, who is simply referred to 
as “the driver” or “the kid,” is played by 
Ryan Gosling. His neighbor, Irene (carey 
Mulligan), who lives with her young son, 
Benecio (Kaden Leos), is expecting her 
husband, Standard (Oscar Isaac), to return 
home from prison in a few days.

The plot involves the kid working for a 
mechanic, Shannon (Bryan cranston), who 
dreams of building a race car and having the 

kid drive it. Organized crime is involved as 
well. Shannon asks Bernie (Albert Brooks) to 
invest in the project, and he agrees to put in 
$300,000 for a 70 percent interest. 

A lot of crosses and double-crosses occur 
which are accomplished by a type of violence 
rarely depicted. The attraction between the 
kid and Irene is evident without the assist of 
explicit sexual

involvement. Gosling reminds me of 
a young Brad Pitt, although not quite as 
handsome, and carey Mulligan has a terrific 
ability to express a range of emotions through 
facial expressions and body language. 

    The movie sold out the night I went to 
see it. It certainly fits the description of a film 
noir and it was a pleasure to watch, if only for 
the car chases. But it is much more than that.

Henry Stern said: I enjoyed the movie, 
but not quite as much as Mayor Koch. I 

get a bit dizzy at 
protracted car races. It was hard to keep up 
with the multiplicity of the betrayals, which 
made the picture a high-speed version of 
“Last Man Standing.”

Ryan Gosling’s character was as laconic 
and taciturn as I’ve ever heard in an English-
speaking movie. It was like he was being paid 
by the word and the film was low budget.

Nonetheless, the movie was exciting, the 
aerial views of LA were great, and the leading 
lady, carey Mulligan, the only woman in the 
film who was not a ho (as they say today) was 
very good. The artistry in the film came in 
the variety of grisly ways in which most of 
the characters were dispatched. 

“drive” was different, it was pretty, and it 
was interesting to watch. I’m a bit surprised 
that Ryan Gosling doesn’t use a screen name 
for his career, but I suppose nobody does that 

any more (almost everybody used to). And 
who today knows what the name means.

Enjoy the picture. Just don’t worry about 
following the plot too closely.

Continued on page 12
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH
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Anticipation for this show was high as 
it’s been quite some time that Tad Robinson 
and/or Alex Schultz had played in the Big 
Apple, in fact Schulz told me for him it 
had been something like thirty years when 
he was with Rod Piazza’s band at Manny’s 
car Wash. Every one of the musicians that 
performed on this special night has accom-
panied Robinson on most of his Severn 
recordings, and it was a delight to watch and 
hear them pounce on many of those tunes 
with such fervor. 

Like the proven veterans these artists 
are, they at first grooved slowly, then later 
brought on the heat. Some of the standout 
performances included the opening “I’m 
In Good” from Tad’s ’10 “Back In Style.” 
“Welcome Home” from “do You Ever 

Wonder” followed in similar fashion as the 
opener. The BMA nominated “Rained All 
Night” was appropriate as there were heavy 
thunderstorms broiling outside. From Alex 
Schultz’s ’05 “Think About It” gave Schultz 
his first lengthy (and very tasty) guitar solo. 
That set the stage for Schultz-time, as Tad 

Continued on page 13

Continued from page 11

Movie Review:  
“Chasing Madoff” (+)

I liked this documentary about Bernie 
Madoff which received mixed reviews. 

The star of the movie is Harry 
Markopolos, an expert in the brokerage 
field. While looking for potential investors, 
Markopolos and his partners are rejected by 
individuals who have invested with Madoff. 
They are happy with the huge and regular 
returns they receive from him. When Harry 
is asked by his partners if he can compete 
with Madoff ’s returns, he takes one look at 
the monthly statements and says it’s impos-
sible. Why? Because the returns always rise 
and never fall, Markopolos concludes that 
Madoff is operating a Ponzi scheme. 

What is a Ponzi scheme? It occurs when 
the money from new investors is used to pay 
earlier investors. The profits don’t come 
from investing in the market. The people 
who pull in the new investor get a cut of the 
new money. Madoff ultimately took in 50 
billion dollars from people. In some cases, 
professionals who invested with him must 
have known that the profits were not real, 

but they greedily accepted them.
Markopolos brought the matter to the 

attention of the Securities and Exchange 
commission. For reasons never explained, 
the S.E.c. didn’t adequately investigate the 
matter, even though the fraud was obvious. 
The Ponzi scheme ended when the market 
fell, and there were no new investors to pay 
the old ones. The film contains a very inter-
esting congressional hearing during which 
congressman Gary Ackerman makes 
monkeys out of the S.E.c. representatives 
who know nothing. 

Markopolos says that from the time 
he learned of the Ponzi scheme until it was 
uncovered by law enforcement, he believed 
his life was in danger from Madoff and 
his investors who were enjoying profits 
from it. You will enjoy the interviews with 
Markopolos who is a brilliant guy with a 
great sense of humor. One woman inter-
viewed said, “I’ll always think of Harry 
Markopolos as a Greek hero.” I thought, he 
is an American hero with a Greek name.

Bernie Madoff destroyed the lives of 
many people. My hope is that he lives to be 
120 and spends every one of his remaining 
years in prison.

Henry Stern said: This is an important 
movie because it describes an enormous 
crime, involving the theft of billions of 
dollars from thousands of people, many of 
whom were impoverished by the loss of their 
life savings. But even worse than Madoff ’s 
crime, which can be blamed on one bril-
liant but malicious individual, is the utter 
failure of the united States government and 
all its agencies to break up this scheme and 
prosecute Madoff, despite the fact that on a 
number of occasions the evidence to do this 
was handed to them by Harry Markopolos, 
who comes off in the movie as a Greek 
Ralph Nader, justifiably obsessed with his 
efforts to bring down a master criminal. The 
maxim “Too big to fail” applies in this case 
to a swindler who was “too important to 
prosecute,” because the dopes or worse who 
work for the S.E.c. couldn’t imagine what 
was happening in front of them.

Markopolos and his two friends also 
brought exposes to the newspapers, which 
published them. Still the S.E.c. refused 
to act. I believe that the bureaucrats who 
covered up for him should be prosecuted, 
convicted and placed in cells adjacent 
to Madoff, but for shorter time periods. 
Maybe they could rotate, serving a year 

apiece keeping Madoff company, until God 
takes them all to receive Heavenly justice.

Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews at www.
MayorKoch.com.

 MOVIE REVIEW

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Tad Robinson Band with Alex 
Schultz at the Triad NYc 9/7/11

www.MayorKoch.com
www.MayorKoch.com
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
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Continued from page 12
left the stage for a Freddie King instrumental, 
which had the crowd clamoring for more. 
At the end of this song Tad yelled from the 
back of the room for Alex to take another 
one, which delighted not only the crowd as 
Alex was happy to jump back in front instru-
mentally. Schultz chose to cover (rain was on 
their mind) Tony Joe White’s “Rainy Night 
In Georgia,” a tune that Alex stated this band 
never performed before, it was very funky and 
soulful. It was now time to turn the reigns 
back over to the band leader who started to 
pick up the tempo with “You Name It I’ve 
Had It,” and a dynamite rendition of the Steve 
Gomes, darrell Nulisch “Turn To the Music” 
which was performed in a groove like mode 
of Gene Mcdaniels classic “compared to 
What?” It was on this song where the entire 

band was given ample time to stretch out a 
bit and show their wares, and they did it so 
brilliantly. At this point I sensed that (unfortu-
nately) that this set was nearing its conclusion, 
as the band covered the Stax classic “Ain’t That 
Loving You (For More Reasons Than One,” 
plus “Sunday Morning Woman,” and encored 
with “More Good Than Bad,” the later from 
“A New Point of View.” 

It was a dynamite set that had the crowd 
buzzing, someone in the crowd yelled out 
“come back again soon.” Word has it that 

they will reunite in (Robinson’s and Schultz’s) 
NYc hometown again sometime next year, 
where rumor has it will be with a horn section 
too. If there was one thing that stood out for 
me was how sharp this entire unit sounded 
together, far more creative than they sound 
on those studio recordings for Severn. In a 
radio interview Schultz warned me that he 
was bringing his “A” game, and he did, and 
also told me that the band had recently done 
performances where he felt this fine quintet 
had gelled- he was right again. High marks 
are in order for Kevin Anker’s heady keyboard 
solos, and how attentive he was to the entire 
band, and more so how he was (almost tele-
pathically) in-synch with Schultz. Robinson 
sounded great all night, and showed what a 
terrific band leader he is, and flashed some 
short harp solos as well. 

The Triad is a classy room on the second 
floor on seventy-second street on the upper 

West Side, there’s a cool balcony too, and it 
was special to see it nearly packed to the brim. 
A lot of Tad’s and Alex’s old buddies were 
also in attendance rooting on their hometown 
boys, both Schultz and Robinson gave several 
shout-outs to old friends and family members, 
and to fellow musicians Bobby Radcliff and 
Brad Vickers of the Vestapolitans, all adding to 
the cool vibe in the room. Kudos to the Blues 
disciples Jamie Anthony and fellow Blueswax 
writer Richard Ludmerer for assembling this 
outstanding band that also included Steve 
Gomes bass, and Robb Stupka drums, I could 
not have wanted for a better musical evening. 
Last but not least, check out the disciples 
on-going blues series at: http://triadnyc.com

Bob Putignano http://www.SoundsofBlue.
com is a contributing editor to Bl›uesWax, 
The Westchester Guardian, and the Yonkers 
Tribune.

 MUSIC

 TRANSPORTATION

THE SOUNDS OF BLUE

Westchester resi-
dents commuting to jobs in 
Manhattan may be facing 
even more difficult challenges 

in their daily routines, thanks to a coalition 
of unaccountable agencies, politicians, and 
union leaders. The increased tolls and fares 
which have already been implemented on 
Hudson River crossings and the political 
push for congestion pricing are harbingers 
for future levies on drivers and riders north of 
New York city. Beyond the immediate ques-
tion of higher costs, the larger issue of agency 
accountability must be raised.

Legitimate questions exist concerning 
how funds already collected by authorities 
imposing or seeking fare hikes have been 
spent, and what motivates the advocates for 
increased prices. Already, The AAA has peti-
tioned the federal Transportation department 
to review the Port Authority’s dramatic toll 
spikes on the grounds that, in violation of a 
1987 federal law, the monies will not be used 
for transportation purposes.

Indeed, the fact is that the Port Authority’s 
financial crunch is a result of its massive invest-
ment in commercial realty, not in bridges or 
tunnels. It is rather ironic that the PA was 
originally formed in the 1920’s to build a cross 
harbor freight tunnel from the mainland to 
NYc. It never attempted this task, and after 
a period of investment in other transportation 
projects, turned its attention, and its treasury, 
to commercial real estate, particularly at the 
World Trade center site.

Not to be outdone, the MTA is, of course, 

claiming that it requires a vast 
infusion of cash, as well. However, 
the long history of questionable 
financial accounting and poorly 
executed projects (the 2nd Avenue 
Subway is a salient example) 

warrants prudent investigation of how any 
additional funds would be used. combined 
with decades of exceptionally generous union 
contracts granted following illegal strikes, it 
can be clearly seen that any hikes granted to 
this agency will not improve transportation 
and will, in fact, reward exceptionally poor 
management and a “public be damned” union 
attitude. 

despite the extraordinary impact the Port 
Authority and the MTA have on our lives, we 
have no direct vote on their leadership, and 
only limited ability to review their finances.

Further adding to the potential misery, 
NYc Mayor Michael Bloomberg and the 
Working Families Party have resurrected, yet 
again, a controversial proposal to impose a fee 
on all vehicles entering the Manhattan busi-
ness district. The concept has been repeatedly 
rejected by legislators and the public. 

Bloomberg has made no secret of his 
belief that private vehicles should be excluded 
from most of Manhattan. He has pursued his 
car-free vision over the objections of many of 
his own constituents. In addition to its harmful 
effect on Westchester commuters, residents 
of New York city’s outer boroughs would 
be placed in the absurd position of having to 
pay to drive within their own city. However, 
now in his third and presumably final term, 
his need to be responsive to the wishes of area 
residents is limited.

The motivation of the Working Families 
Party is clear. Formed in 1998 by various 
unions, its primary focus is increased pay, 

benefits, and job security for union members. 
Fare hikes, increased tolls, and congestion 
pricing schemes allow more funds to be avail-
able for future union contracts.

The common problem facing both 
Westchester and New York city commuters, 
therefore, is that neither the public authorities 
nor the politicians are directly accountable to 
them, nor do they share their basic interests. 

Absent active opposition from the general 
public, tough times face both drivers and 
passengers.

Visit the cOMAcTA website at comac-
tainc.com.

Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr. is the president of the 
Community Action Civic Association, Inc.

Increasing Tolls and Fares
By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.

http://www.yorktownjewelers@yahoo.com
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cartoons have ever 
more frequently been based 
on cartoons, but charles 
Addams’s Addams Family 
cartoons from the New Yorker 

have steadily proved special: comic horror and 
funereal elegance have always appealed to a 
ghastly sort of gormandize.

“The Addams Family” musical will 
conclude a two-year run at the end of the 
year, and then, with a different cast, head 
for a national tour. If you haven’t seen it yet, 
now with a mostly second, but by no means 

second-rate, cast is your chance to make up 
for it.

There have been movie and TV versions 
of these side-splittingly spine-chilling chron-
icles, but what here has a book by Marshall 
Brickman and Rick Elice (of, among other 
things, the smash hit “Jersey Boys”), music and 
lyrics by Andrew Lippa (of the better “Wild 

Party”), owes nothing to them.
directed and designed by Phelim 

Mcdermott and Julian crouch (the 
masterminds behind the deliciously grue-
some “Shockheaded Peter”), it has equally 
commendable choreography for the quick 
and the dead by Sergio Trujillo, and spooky 
lighting by Natasha Katz. 

Gomez and Morticia, the creepily seduc-
tive owners of a hilariously haunted house, 
are trying to prevent their crossbow-wielding, 
pigeon-shooting daughter, Wednesday, from 
marrying Lucas, the son of the Beinekes, a 
visiting family of rubes from Ohio (don’t ask 
me to explain). Also involved are Grandma, 
who pulls a wagon of malefic potions, and 
whom each spouse claims to be the other’s kin, 
and little brother Pugsley, an embodiment of 

Poe’s Imp of the Perverse.
And I haven’t yet mentioned leering 

uncle Fester, in love with the not entirely 
unresponsive Moon; or the giant butler Lurch, 
who communicates only in vaguely musical 
grunts. And then, freshly risen from the family 
mausoleum, the singing and dancing chorus 
of ancestors. 

chief elements of the plot are the way 
Father Beineke, who dreams of swimming 
“with fishes,” is dragged down by the tentacles 
of an amorous giant squid, and how Mother 
Beineke, who quaffs a magic potion not 
intended for her that turns her into a wildly 
cavorting, truth-blurting maenad.

Typical of the mad proceedings are 
Gomez and Morticia’s attempts to make 

Continued on page 15

 STYLE

I was slaving away in the back room here 
at the paper, last Tuesday, when my editor 
calls me up. “Barbara Barton Sloane isn’t 
answering her phone, she must be out of the 
country,” he says.  “We just got this invite to 
the Ann Taylor opening, would you like to 
cover it for us?” And I’m thinking: umm, is 
this a trick question?  “No problem, Hezi,” I 
told him.  “I am always up for a little retail 
recon, just tell me when and where…”

So, here’s the scoop: Our brand loyalty 
has not gone unnoticed at corporate head-
quarters. The 4500 sq. foot Ann Taylor store 

at The Westchester has been completely 
renovated- the third store in New York 
selected for a total “concept” makeover. can 
a great thing possibly get better?  Yes, it can. 
The renovation, done in partnership with S. 
Russell Groves architects, is amazing!

Andrew Taylor, Ann Taylors Public 

Relations director, led us on a guided tour 
of the re-designed space, on Wednesday 
evening, Sept. 21 at the Grand Re-Opening 
celebration. A center row of mannequins, 
dressed in Head of design, Lisa Axelson’s 
favorite fashion forward clothing & acces-
sories, greets you as you enter the store. New 
lighting and soothing, light grey walls make 
the space airy and bright. Modern crystal 
chandeliers, sconces, carpeting, tufted otto-
mans outside the dressing rooms and framed 
photos of Ann Taylor models make you feel 
right at home. (As if you weren’t, already!) 
The dressing rooms have beautiful floral 
patterned wallpaper in soothing shades of 
grey and backlit mirrors, while the improved, 
(proprietary) lighting, casts a flattering glow.  

If you are on a mission and don’t have 
time to browse, the store is zoned so you 
can zoom right in, to the clothes you need: 
“Work chic” clothes on the left, casual and 
Petites on the right, Sale items at the back, 
outside the dressing room. (There are still 
some great summer buys left, but they won’t 

be there for long.) If you don’t see what you 
want or they don’t have your size, there is an 
interactive, touch screen on the wall outside 
the dressing room. Scroll to the item you 
want. Store manager Laura Beck and her 
staff will help you find it in the store or order 
it for you.

Ever Since 1954, Ann Taylor has 
been known for classic, well made clothes 
in muted tones that mix and match for 
comfortable, elegant, effortless, style. These 
are versatile career and casual clothes that 
earn their place in your closet: they work with 

what you already have, taking you from work, 
to business dinners and all through action-
packed weekends. Axelson debuted her first 
Ann Taylor collection in the Fall of 2009, 
re-vamping the line to give it a bit more edge.

The Fall 2011 collection has a lot of 
depth – great career suits in tropical wools 
with a little stretch, flirty skirts; sweaters and 
blouses in bold accent colors. Lots new of 
necklaces and bracelets are in stock, to accent 
your look.  Faux fur scarves, chunky sweaters 
with faux leather clasps and coats that refer-
ence the 60’s, offer fashion forward appeal to 
a wider range of shoppers. Many pant styles 
come in four different figure-flattering cuts. 

Axelson uses neutral tones as a backdrop, 
punching up basic pieces with bold accents 
in teal, aubergine, bright blue, chartreuse and 
green. Skinny are paired with suits, pants 
and dresses in fun colors, like bright blue 
and melon. Muted “heritage” leopard and 
cheetah prints are found on coats and boots.

And then there are the SHOES:  a black 
lace up platform ankle boot on a stiletto heel, 
a cheetah print stiletto heel bootie, classic 
platform pumps, stacked sandals and wedges. 
Many of these are collectible so don’t count 
on your size being around at sale time. 

during the party, Fashion expert, Lucy 
Sykes presented her favorite looks from the 
new collection, starting with the amazing 
leopard print platform booties that she says 
are comfortable enough to wear all day.  Lucy 
also selected a camel cape coat, a black wool 
belted wrap, and a long, faux fur trimmed grey 
sweater.  Five percent of sales proceeds from 
the event were donated to Junior League of 
central Westchester Wayside cottage.

Both traditional Ann Taylor clients and 
those new to the line will love the renovated 
store and the Fall collection. 

Renovated Ann Taylor Store Opens at the Westchester: Chic, Warm and Inviting
by MARIKE

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Consummate Cartoons
By JOHN SIMON
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NEW ROcHELLE, NY -- Responding 
to his neighbors’ complaints after the recent 
hurricane, rains and flooding, Independence / 
Republican / conservative city council candi-
date Stephen Mayo announced his “district 
direct Aid Initiative” to protect homes and 
public health by offering sandbags to residents 
of New Rochelle’s north-end, which was 
hardest hit during the violent weather.

“Everyone I have met was impressed with 
the response of our fire and police depart-
ments to the severe flooding on our northern 
perimeter, along the Hutchinson River and 

parkway,” claimed the 59 year-old entrepre-
neur / lawyer. “unfortunately, storm effects 
were exacerbated by a dilapidated drainage 
and sewer system whose design is many 
years out-of-date and hundreds of dPW 
(department of Public Works) man/hours 
away from correction,” he stated.

Streets needing re-grading/pothole 
repair; thoroughfares requiring re-engineering 
to meet surrounding elevations are the most 
common deficiencies he said. “The city council 
and mayor seem thoroughly overwhelmed by 
these challenges to our public infrastructure.”

“The council majority has abandoned 
the dPW and left it without the resources 
and equipment necessary to handle heavy 
rains and the resultant drainage issues!” stated 
Mayo. “Present measures for handling floods 
are inadequate; pumping-out of basements 
severely limited; sand-bags and inflatable flood 
control booms were nowhere to be found.” 
He concluded, “For the council to allow us to 
enter the August-October hurricane season 
without proper inventories is administrative 
neglect and incompetence at its worst.”

The candidate is offering a limited quan-
tity of bags to residents of district Six only; on 
a first-come, first-served basis, as long as his 

own resources at his Winding Brook Road 
home permit. 

“It is time we start re-thinking how to 
handle hurricane and flood conditions in the 
future. do residents need to stock sandbags 
in their garages? Should we require the city to 

maintain an inventory of bags or to pre-posi-
tion sand piles at city yard and other strategic 
locations?” With demands on taxpayers at an 
all-time high, “we should expect no less from 
city council,” he said. “The time to act is now. 
The incumbent politicians at city Hall need a 
wake-up call!” he concluded.

Learn more at the website: http://
stephenmayo.net/

Continued from page 14
Granny out to be the other one’s ancestor, or 
the moment when Morticia’s frazzled fish-
tail skirt is hitched up for the tango, and her 
amazed spouse exclaims, “You have legs!” But 
all this wouldn’t be half the fun if it weren’t 
backed up by clever and tuneful songs, and 
if the living and the resuscitated didn’t join in 
such terpsichorean triumphs.

The Addams spouses are now Roger 
Rees and Brooke Shields. He doesn’t look as 
Addamsian as Nathan Lane did, but he acts 
Gomez with a fanatical verve and fantastic 
Hispanic accent not to be surpassed. And she 
manages to equal the seemingly unmatch-
able Bebe Neuwirth, in both a kind of sleepy 
dexterity and a highly promising décolletage.

Brad Oscar is splendid as moonstruck 
mischiefmaker Fester, and Jackie Hoffman 
continues to be the sublimely sourpuss 
grandma from Hell. Formidable still is 
Zachary James as the eloquently inarticulate 

butler, and Rachel Potter makes an endear-
ingly fearsome Wednesday. 

Jesse Swenson is an eminently marriage-
able Lucas, and as the senior Beinekes, Adam 
Grupper and especially Heidi Bickenstaff 

make the transition from hicks to swingers 
a transport of delight. The chorus of spry 
revenants reveals the grave as an incubator of 
posthumous vivacity.

Mention must also be made of Basil 

Twist’s polymorphously perverse puppets, and 
a whole bunch of props and special effects that 
are truly special. For some reason, the initial 
reviews of “The Addams Family” were tepid 
at best, mine being one of the exceptions. Any 
grudge you may bear the critics can be joyously 
vindicated as you relish this shimmering show.

John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music and 
fine arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He 
reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review and Washington Post. He has 
written profiles for Vogue, Town and Country, 
Departures and Connoisseur and produced 
17 books of collected writings. Mr. Simon 
holds a PhD from Harvard University in 
comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard university, Bard college and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the John Simon-
Uncensored.com website.

 EYE ON  THEATRE
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Mayo Offers “Direct Aid” to Council District Six Residents: Sand Bags!

http://www.broadwaytheatre.com
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 CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Ossining Town councilman Mike Tawil 
announces his run for the newly created third 
judicial seat on the Ossining Town court.

“I am excited at the prospect of being able 
to use my twenty years of legal experience to 
serve the Ossining community. As an active 
member of the Town council, I have gained 
an extensive knowledge of all the needs of 
Ossining and Briarcliff. I have a passion for 
promoting fairness for our entire community, 
and resolving each issue the Town has faced 
after listening carefully to all sides. I think 
that this, coupled with my past experience as 
a volunteer New York city civil court arbi-
trator and an active member of the Ossining 
Zoning Board of Appeals will make me a 
good fit for the Town Justice court.”

For the past two years, the Village and 

Town of Ossining, as well as our local State 
representatives, the New York State Office 
of court Administration, the Ninth Judicial 
district of the New York Supreme court, 
and our local unions have worked to create a 
new consolidated Town Justice court which 
will begin on January 1, 2012. The new court 
will eliminate a true duplication of services in 
the Ossining community. Mike has been an 
integral part of that process and has a unique 
understanding of the newly merged court. 

The Ossining democratic Party chose 
Mike because of his commitment to the 
Ossining community, the breadth of his 
legal experience and his understanding of 
the need for a fair and impartial Judiciary. 
democratic Party chair Thomassina 
Laidley-Brown said “Since first moving to 

Ossining, Michael has been involved in the 
Ossining community. It is because of his 
commitment to public service and his legal 
knowledge that we felt he would be the best 
candidate for the newly created judicial seat.”

Mike Tawil is 44, married and the father 
of two children in the Ossining Public 
Schools. He is a member of congregation 
Sons of Israel in Briarcliff, an associate 
member of Holla Hose (Ossining Volunteer 
Fire department) and a member of the 
Ossining PTA. Mike is currently in private 
practice as a litigator and trial lawyer. He has 
represented a myriad of clients including 
individuals, municipal entities, large and 
small corporations, medical facilities and care 
givers. 

Mike is running with John W. Fried, an incum-
bent Town Judge who is currently up for election.

Tawil Chosen by Ossining Democrats for New Town Judge Seat

 GREG’S

My message is clear. The 
New York State Legislature 
must immediately convene to 
create long lasting, high paying, 

local jobs. The Legislature needs to pass the 
job creation package we passed in the Senate, 
put real people back to work by fixing our 
roads and bridges, repeal the MTA Payroll 
Tax and pass a host of new small business-
friendly initiatives to revitalize Main Street.

The American dream of home ownership 
has become a nightmare for many. And while 
the Property Tax cap we passed this legisla-
tive session is certain to help beleaguered 
taxpayers in the years to come, it does little to 
provide immediate relief. unemployment is 

over 9%, and in many sectors of the economy, 
especially building and trades, it is over 25%, 
with the gap between the middle class and the 
elite widening at a sickening pace.

Throughout my district, hundreds of 
entrepreneurs and small business owners have 
been turned down by banks for loans (many of 
the same banks that were bailed out). As we 
continue to spend billions of dollars building 
schools and bridges in places like Iraq and 
Afghanistan (only to have them randomly 
blown up by insurgents and terrorists), I have 
identified dozens of infrastructure projects in 
Westchester, Putnam and dutchess coun-
ties that are unfunded and in disrepair. If 
adequately funded, those projects are ripe for 

job creation. 
At the highest of levels, in two successive 

administrations, we bailed out the wealthiest 
in this country and handed over billions of 
dollars to powerful financial institutions. But 
where does that leave Main Street? We are 
seeing huge spikes in corporate profits as small 
businesses from Katonah to cold Spring, 
Millerton to Yorktown, Somers to carmel 
and Brewster to Kent are closing their doors 
– forever.

Single moms and dads are tortured by 
a balancing act that forces them to choose 
between basic life-sustaining needs and the 
increasing costs of child care. Seniors are not 
able to keep up with skyrocketing property 
taxes and are fearful of an America depleted 
of opportunity for their grandchildren. Young 
professionals are either being forced out of 
New York State altogether, or left with no 
choice but to rent or live with relatives, rather 

than enjoying home ownership. Furthermore, 
this region has thousands of talented workers 
who are ready to enlist in the workforce, yet 
there are no jobs.

It is vitally important that we, as a legisla-
tive body, return to Albany for an Emergency 
Session to focus specifically on job creation. 
Government must proactively work to move 
the hurdles, barriers, unnecessary taxes and 
fees that are strangling small business owners 
and entrepreneurs. 

It is simply unacceptable to wait until 
January 2012 to revitalize New York State’s 
economy. Please join me in calling upon the 
Governor and my colleagues in the Senate 
and the Assembly to get back to work and get 
the job done!

New York State Senator Greg Ball represents the 
40th Senate District.

CORNER

Special Session Demanded on Jobs
By GREG BALL

 JOBS

ALBANY, NY -- Senator Jeffrey d. 
Klein, (d-Bronx/Westchester), has been 
selected to lead renewed efforts to uncover 
waste, inefficiency and mismanagement 
throughout state government as a co-chair 
of the bipartisan Senate Task Force on 
Government Efficiency, it was announced 
today.

Senator Klein headed the Task Force 
on Government Efficiency when it was first 
established in early 2010.

“The Task Force worked in a bipartisan 
fashion at a time when nothing else did in 
Albany,” Senator Klein said. “I’m proud of 
our past work and and I look forward to 
continuing our efforts to shed light on the 

wasteful practices 
and structural 
problems that 
abound in our state bureaucracy.”

during his tenure, the Task Force uncov-
ered more than $312 million in questionable 
spending and potential savings. Additionally, 
they proposed reforms to crack down on 

overtime abuses, develop new accountability 
standards for outside contractors, review the 
use of state assets, and eliminate duplicative 
administrative functions.

He and the other members of the 
Independent democratic conference built 
upon that work in the just concluded legis-
lative session. The Idc issued 15 legislative 
reports and advanced proposals to revamp 
state government that would save New York 
more than $1 billion during the next decade.

Klein will join State Senator Tom 
O’Mara, (R-c, Big Flats), to lead the recon-
stituted nine-member panel.

Klein to Co-Chair Task Force on Government Efficiency
Lawmaker Tapped to Head Renewed, Bipartisan Effort to Identify 
Savings, Eliminate Wasteful Spending, Streamline Bureaucracy 
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 LABOR

If you’re looking for an argu-
ment in a room full of people, 
just ask them how they feel about 
the role of unions in America. 
In the last six months, union 

leaders have been the focus of angry protests from 
New York to Ohio to Wisconsin; union leaders 
and their membership are under fire. Across the 
board, whether it’s a teacher’s union, police, fire or 
a lowly government worker, the private sector is 
loudly complaining that it’s time for unions to go. 
It is no different here in Westchester county. With 
cSEA units 9200 led by Karen Pecora, and 9201 
led by John Staino, getting ready to negotiate new 
contracts, and the employees of New York Hospital 
cornell voting down union formation this summer, 
it’s time to take a hard look at the role of unions here 
in Westchester county.

cSEA is the largest affiliate of the American 
Federation of State, county and Municipal 
Employees (AFSME) which falls under the 
AFL-cIO umbrella, also known as the American 
Federation of Labor congress of Industrial 
Organizations. Their members are not only the 
government workers that empty onto Mamaroneck 
Avenue at lunchtime, but the librarian who checks 
your books in and out, school support staff, and 
the lowliest of local municipal workers. These are 
the members who maintain your hospital facilities, 
and cut the grass at your local parks. They scrub 
bathrooms, they fill your FOIL requests, and as 
all politicians know, they vote. In other words, they 
are your middle class.  In Westchester county, the 
vast majority of cSEA members make around 50K 
annually plus medical benefits. 

Westchester county workers joined the cSEA 
in 1947 and remain the largest group of union 
workers in the county with membership of around 
3,300 individuals. Their sister local 9201, which 
separated from 9200 in 1998 when the Medical 
center broke away from the county and became 
a public benefits corporation, serves around 2000 
individuals.  Together, these two locals serve nearly 
5000 workers here in Westchester county. While 
never forgetting their grassroots beginnings, these 
two locals understand that their strength is in their 
numbers. But what happens when those numbers 
get whittled away through terminations, attrition, 
and discontinuance of programs? What obviously 
happens is a reduction in workforce and services.

When running for office, current county 
Executive Rob Astorino ran on the platform that 
he would shrink county government and trim 
the fat. He spoke of a leaner more streamlined 
government and promised that top heavy county 
government would be reduced. In reality Astorino 
did make those cuts but he made them in the file 
and not the rank.  Programs such as the highly 
publicized Section 8 department were eliminated 

to save money. Ward 12, the prison ward that 
oversaw inmates from the county’s jail system at the 
Westchester Medical center was eliminated along 
with the employees who worked in that unit. More 
jobs lost. Perhaps it was thought that this was the 
way to streamline county government, but what is 
a not so well kept secret is that while those union 
jobs were being lost, the Astorino Administration 
was quietly adding personnel to the county’s work-
force; mostly at the top, but with a fair sprinkling of 
middle managers and low level clerical positions. So 
much for reducing the workforce; it just got added 
to by using the “Friends and Family Network” rather 
than through civil Service exams. Whether or not 
those hired will be required to take a civil Service 
exam down the road remains to be seen. However, 
if I were to make a bet, I would say, “Probably not.”

union officials in Westchester county are 
going to have their hands full when it comes time to 
negotiate a new contract next year given the history 
of recent hires while at the same time eliminating 
services and jobs. collective bargaining, where 
management and workers put on their “dicker” 
hats to hash out a reasonable settlement is never 
an easy process but the upcoming talks will be 
excruciatingly painful. Already, county legislators 
are stating that the upcoming budget will be even 
more painful with widespread cuts to services and 
programs. With those cuts will come the loss of 
jobs. The administration will more than likely be 
asking for concessions from the union. The sticking 
point will more than likely be medical benefits. At 
this time, the county (you and I) are picking up the 
tab for those costs. upon taking the oath of office, 
county Executive Astorino and his management 
staff agreed to pay for a portion of their health 
care costs and are asking union membership to 
pay for a portion of their costs as well.  Right now 
the rumor mill is swirling about the amount that 
will be requested of workers. 15% would come 
out to about $1,500.00 a year. 34% will come out 
to about $3,400.00 a year. That doesn’t seem like 
a lot of money, but if you are working in the 38K 
to 50K range it is a sizeable amount.  Nonetheless, 
employees in the private sector have been contrib-
uting to their healthcare benefits for years and in 
order to save jobs on the county level, this may be 
an option. Raises may be hard to negotiate as well. 
With state cSEA workers settling their contract 
with wage freezes and minimal raises, and the city 
of White Plains doing the same, Local 9200 will 
find this negotiating season their toughest yet.

Negotiating is not the only job that any 
union performs. union shop stewards are often 
the sounding board between management and 
employees. There isn’t a person alive who hasn’t met 
a bully boss in the workplace and the union shop 
steward often puts an end to employee bullying. 

Continued on page 18

Union Support Divides Westchester
By NANCY KING
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Continued from page 17
That is a little luxury that you’ll never find 

in the private sector. In this troubled economy, 
where people are just happy to have a job, 
workplace bullying is commonplace, and most 
employees just take it. They are afraid to make 
waves and afraid that any complaining will 
cost them their jobs. Perhaps the most valuable 
service that the union provides is a voice to a 
worker. But we’re talking about voices… indoor 
ones at that. unions have lost their credibility 
due to the fact that they’ve forgotten how to 
use their indoor voices and are shouting their 
demands at the tops of their lungs.

Local 9200 have served, and continues to 
serve, Westchester county Workers. They are 
the cogs in the wheel that keeps the county 
rolling. Without those employees, the aging 
infrastructure of the county will be in a more 
precarious situation than it already is. 

Next week we look at the union’s rela-
tionship with Westchester Medical center 
and why New York Hospital cornell campus 
was unable to unionize.

Nancy King is a resident of Greenburgh, New 
York.

 LEGAL LABOR

Schneiderman: For Years, Consumers Were 
Deceived Into Thinking They Were Receiving 
Huge Discounts When They Were Paying 
Regular Prices

ROcHESTER, NY -- As students 
and teachers returned to school this month, 
Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman 
today announced that retail chain Michaels 
Stores, Inc. has agreed to enter a $1.8 million 
settlement for engaging in deceptive adver-
tising practices by misleading consumers into 
thinking they were receiving steep discounts 
over a two year period. As part of the settle-
ment, the company will change its advertising 
practices and contribute $1 million in art and 
craft supplies to public schools throughout 
New York State, in addition to $800,000 in 
civil penalties.

“For years, Michaels duped consumers 
into thinking they were receiving huge 
discounts, when in fact, they were simply 

paying the regular store price,” said Attorney 
General Schneiderman. “Through decep-
tive advertising practices, this company 
violated the law and took advantage of hard-
working consumers trying to save money. In 
addition to the civil penalties, the company 
is paying for their actions by providing $1 
million in school supplies for hundreds of 
school districts statewide.”

Michaels Stores, Inc. describes itself as a 
specialty retailer of arts, crafts, scrapbooking 
and custom framing. Its 48 stores throughout 
New York State are frequented by parents, 
students and teachers to purchase school 
supplies.

As a result of the Attorney General’s 
settlement, Michaels will be required to give 
back to the public schools in communities 
which their stores are located. Today’s action 
will benefit as many as 724 school districts 
throughout the state. The schools are set to 
receive $1 million in gift cards to purchase 
supplies.

The investigation began in 2009 when 
the Attorney General’s office began tracking 
the 50 percent off marketing materials where 
Michaels advertised its “custom Framing” 
as a sale product for at least 104 consecutive 

weeks. The law prohibits sales that are never 
ending. Investigators throughout the state 
collected newspaper flyers, online flyers, 
in-store banners and signs advertising the 
custom framing. Michaels advertised in at 
least one of these forms every day for two 
years. The ads stated that custom framing 
was either at least 50 percent off or a certain 
dollar amount off. 

Michaels has agreed to settle the inves-
tigation by paying civil penalties of $800,000 
in addition to the $1 million to New York’s 
public schools for violating General Business 
Law (350-d) for False Advertising.

The case was handled by Assistant 
Attorney General Benjamin Bruce under 
the direction of Assistant Attorney General 
In-charge of the Rochester office, debra 
Martin and Executive deputy Attorney 
General for Regional Affairs, Martin J. 
Mack.

A.G. Schneiderman Secures $1.8 Million from Michaels Stores for 
Misleading Consumers
AG’s Investigation Of Continuous “Sale” Secures $1.8 
Million, Including $1 Million For Public Schools Statewide

Union Support Divides 
Westchester

http://www.teddynissan.com
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Surely most of the world, 
including most Israelis, 
believe there will soon be 
a new formal State called 
Palestine.

However international law and the united 
Nations charter do not provide or permit 
just any proposed nation to be considered 
a State in the uN, and certainly not a right 
to be a uN Member or observer entity with 
powerful enhanced rights.  In fact there are 
many dozens of national territories, mostly 
quite small, that are not yet or may not ever 
be uN membe

It is probably not common knowledge 
that it is contrary to the uN charter, 
and grotesque to imagine Membership 
granted while Palestinians are at war with 
another member sovereign State, particu-
larly while conducting the ultimate war 
crime of terrorism scores, even thousands 
of times.   It is even personally painful, as 
well as politically grotesque, to see to the 
united Nations, [with which I have had 
some contact traveling in Europe with the 
carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace 50 years ago, later chairing a uN 
Non-Governmental Organization, and 
when heading a major uN development 
Program project in Pakistan,] being 
forced or blackmailed into accepting 
into Membership, or granting related 
powers, contrary to its basic agreed-upon 
principals as a result of widespread and 
continuing murderous violence and threats 
of expanded organized terrorism against 
unarmed civilians by that applicant.

In addition, international law even requires 
that to be a State  an applicant needs to 
have formal boundaries, which have yet to 
be negotiated.   

 Forty years ago I discussed the key UN 
Security Council Resolution 242 with its 
Sponsor and chief Writer, the British 
Permanent Representative, Lord caradon.  
He confirmed to me that territorial lines 
in 242 were never considered national or 
State borders, but only a cease-fire line 
which consequently cut through villages 
and would legally and practically have to 
be changed in many instances by negotia-
tion between the local parties

Major, critical policy divergence between 
Gaza and West Bank leadership suggests 
dropping the Two State Solution in favor 
of the sub-continental resolution: a Three 
State Solution I saw when serving there as 
a major united Nations official.  Possibly 
membership, or at least Statehood, could 
be considered for a moderate, not terrorist 
and war-waging, West Bank State if the 
Indian/Pakistani/Bangladesh Three State 
route were taken.  

Bob K. Bogen:  BA Antioch College; MCP 
University of Pennsylvania; served as 
Long-Range Planning Director for the 
New York Metropolitan Regional Planning 
Commission, which ended in the South Tower 
of the World Trade Center; Planning Director 
for the New England  Regional Commission; 
Comprehensive Planning Director or 
for the United Nations Development 
Program in Pakistan; Board Chairman 
of the Communications Committee for the 
United Nations; Principal Representative 
of Architects/ Designers/ Planners for Social 
Responsibility to the United Nations; and 
Chair of the Quaker Regional Committee 
for Peace and Social Order for eight Friends 
congregations in the New York Metropolitan 
Region.
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Where there is no Justice, 
there is no freedom and when 
people lose trust in authority 
and those who are in charge of 

the authority, they lose faith in the process 
of the system of Justice that has been their 
right through the constitution of the 
united States. To demand freedom is to 
demand justice. When there is no justice 
in the land, a man’s freedom is threatened. 
Freedom and justice are interdependent. 
When a man has no protection under the 
law it is difficult for him to make others 
recognize him. Many people have ques-
tioned are poor white people and people of 
color truly recognized and respected in this 
so –called justice system in Westchester 
county. 

We have watched our Westchester 
Justice System blatantly defy logic and true 
transparency and accountability of the law 
for too long. Westchester county Justice 
Officials, Law Enforcement Officials, and 
Elected Politicians have continued to apply 
band aid solutions to a wound in our law 
enforcement institution that clearly needs 
a surgeon. It is a true American tragedy 
when you cannot rely on your local justice 
system for protection of your civil and 
human rights. Transparency and account-
ability when they are linked to violations 
of peoples civil and human rights have 
been thrown out the door for friendships 
and political gain. What you do find is 
the violated are prosecuted and requesting 
intervention from higher governing bodies 
like the department of Justice. When 
these rights are violated consistently, and 

create disadvantages for some, more than 
others, then you have a society where the 
people lose trust, they lose hope, and they 
lose faith in ALL institutions.

How many times shall we see our 
mothers’, fathers’, sisters’ and brothers’ 
civil and human rights violated and our 
Westchester counties Justice System 
“Eyes Wide Shut” on the issue? It has been 
said that “The Lady Justice” is blind but 
in Westchester “Lady Justice” is peeking 
under her blindfold to see what color, race, 
immigration or economic status you are 
before a decision is made. As a result, the 
masses of the collateral damage are victims 
that can’t afford good lawyers or will never 
be recognized by our Westchester media; 
their cries of injustice will continue to go 
unheard. This Westchester county Justice 
System has a history of prosecuting victims 
of Police Brutality like Naimah Yancy, 
dara Massey, Primivita diaz, and Lance 
cooper, who all were found innocent 
by trial. unfortunately, when this cancer 
rises to the level that media pays atten-
tion again, they always report the effect but 
never question the cause and why. We have 
found that controversy sells media but logic 
and dialog don’t fit the status quo agenda.

We have watched as the victims of this 
Westchester county injustice syndrome 
fall victim to character assassination like 
detective christopher Ridley, who was 
shot and killed while making an off off-
duty arrest without any independent 
investigation of his death. NYPd Sergeant 
Kenny Kessiedu who was assaulted on his 
way to work by Yonkers uniform police 

officers and a year later found not guilty 
of any charges brought by the district 
Attorney’s office. If our Westchester 
county Justice system can create an atmo-
sphere with leaks that will create doubt on 
the victims that are in law enforcement, 
then any young man, especially, a young 
black man does not have a chance for any 
real transparency of the law in Westchester 
county. 

Even the NAAcP expressed its 
disappointment in the actions by the 
district Attorney and the evasive right of 
obtaining Justice for African Americans in 
Westchester county. They also noted that 
the district Attorney has reneged on the 
Pamphlet and fairly investigating police 
encounters with civilians.

The reoccurrence of the same prob-
lems that have occurred in the detective 
christopher Ridley, NYPd Sergeant 
Kenny Kessiedu and danroy Henry cases, 
reveal a disturbing pattern in different 
municipalities in Westchester county. 
These problems underscore the need for a 
systematic change and true accountability of 
transgressions of law enforcement agencies 
in Westchester county.When allegations’ 
of police brutality reaches this level, it’s 
no longer a single municipality problem; 
it becomes a Westchester problem, then 
every taxpayer in Westchester county’s 
problem. 

Of course, there are many in this Justice 
System that truly believes in the core 
tenants of Justice. At the end of the day 
the rank and file of our Justice System are 
victims as well because of fear of losing a 

paycheck, a promotion or so-called respect 
of their comrades; they play along with this 
dismal downfall of trust in this system we 
call Justice. All along forgetting the oath 
we take to uphold the State constitution 
and the constitution of the united States 
and its citizens. These lawyers, officers and 
officials work within hierarchies that have 
put personal and political agendas before 
real freedom, truth, and justice for the citi-
zens they have sworn to serve. 

This continuous influx of abuse of 
law abiding citizens gives a black eye to 
the entire law enforcement institution, 
not just those rouge officers who disobey 
proper protocol and procedure. Without 
true transparency and accountability of law 
enforcement, the citizens lose trust in the 
uniform and badge. Then the law enforce-
ment management is in amazement when 
the communities they serve, especially the 
communities of color, do not cooperate 
with them. Why should they? If you can’t 
have true accountability within your own, 
then how can you be fair and just with the 
communities you claim to serve?

The Police department is the primary 
entry point to the justice system and the 
part in closest contact with the public. 
The investigation and prosecution should 
be an issue of Justice and “Fair dealing”. 
This means no bias or the presumption 
of bias in our Justice System. clearly the 
investigation of the shooting of dJ Henry, 
detective Ridley and the prosecution of 
NYPd Sergeant Kenny Kessiedu will 
continue to fuel the growing doubt among 
black, white, brown and yellow if there is 
any true Justice in the Westchester county 
Justice System.

Damon K. Jones is executive director of 
Westchester Blacks in Law Enforcement

The durban III 
conference is sched-
uled to be held in New 
York city on September 
21. The two prior 

durban conferences—durban I held 
in 2001 in durban, South Africa and 
durban II held in 2009 in Geneva, 
Switzerland—were supposedly called 
into session to address racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related 
intolerance. It instantly became clear 

that the conferences had been hijacked 
by Muslim nations for the purpose of 
trashing Israel and directing hate at Jews 
everywhere. The attacks upon Israel and 
Jews rivaled the worst manifestations 
of anti-Semitism seen anyplace since 
Hitler’s Nazi Germany engaged in their 
campaign to dehumanize Jews leading to 
the Final Solution and the murder of 6 
million Jews. The false charges against 
Israel and worldwide Jewry at durban 
I and II have undoubtedly caused safety 

problems for the Jewish citizens of many 
nations, particularly in the underdevel-
oped countries of the world seeking the 
favor of the oil rich Arab countries.

durban III undoubtedly will have 
the same kind of hate-filled rhetoric 
directed at both Israel and Jews every-
where. Of that I have no doubt. Today, 
across the world, anti-Semitism is rising 
in countries such as Great Britain, France 
and Russia and increasing in Scandinavia 
and elsewhere in the European union as 

well. Many of these countries seeking 
lucrative oil contracts with the Arab 
countries and fearful of the outcomes 
of the uprisings that have taken place in 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia and Yemen, but 
seeking to be seen as supporting those 
uprisings, are willing to denounce Israel, 
hoping to avoid confrontation in their 
own countries with the rising Muslim 
populations there. 

Continued on page 21

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

Durban I, II and III – Nothing More Than Jew Hatred Rivaling Nazi Germany
By ED KOCH

Where there is No Justice, There is No Freedom
By DAMON K JONES

 OPED
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The reapportionment 
dance took a few steps 
forward and backward today 

as LATFOR (The New York State 
Legislative Task Force on demographic 
Research) held a public hearing in lower 
Manhattan. The committee has been 
traveling around the state to hear from 
the public, but that is no indication that 
they will respond to the complaints that 
have been received from academics, 
good government groups and potential 
candidates.

The first grievance, which has been 
expressed by speakers who caught the 
road show before it arrived in New York 
city, was that LATFOR should not exist 
all, but that an independent redistricting 
commission should be appointed, rather 
than leaving the task to the assembly of 

incumbents now conducting the hearings 
and charged with preparing a plan for the 
approval of the Legislature, the body that 
will be affected by the plan.

The reformers want to prevent 
self-serving partisan districting, which 
fulfills the desires of a political party at 
the expense of non-members of that 
party. They want nonpartisan districting, 
either this year by law or permanently 
by constitutional amendment. The 
incumbents’ idea of avoiding one-party 
favoritism is bi-partisan districting, which 
serves the needs of both the democratic 
and Republican parties, at the expense 
of challengers and independents of all 
stripes.

The star witness at the hearing 
was former Mayor Edward I. Koch, 
co-founder of New York uprising, which 

is a coalition of former public officials 
favoring independent non-political 
districting. click here to read Mayor 
Koch’s testimony, an informative review 
of current state of efforts to draw fair lines.

under the constitution of the united 
States, a census of the population is taken 
every ten years, and the results determine 
the apportionment of seats in congress. 
Because of New York State’s compara-
tively slow growth, it will lose two seats 
as a result of the 2010 census. The usual 
political tradition when New York loses 
two seats has been to take one upstate 
Republican seat and one downstate 
democratic seat. The situation has been 
complicated since 2010 by the departure 
of three members of congress from New 
York State because of sexual misconduct, 
in three cases different from each other 
and all involving unrequited desires.

The custom in New York has been for 
the democrats to draw Assembly district 
lines and the Republicans the Senate 
lines. For seats in congress, the parties 
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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Securing a Medical Hearing 
dear Mssrs. Zherka and Aris

I am writing as a Westchester resident, 
in the city of New Rochelle,I am asking 
for support of New York State Senators 
and Assemblymembers to co-sponsor 
bill #S.3465 (Oppenheimer) / A.0102 
(Latimer) which comes out of the tragic 
death of my mother, Ann Petrizzo.

Simply put, this bill would provide a 
way for individuals to receive a fair hearing 
on matters of medical conduct. My 
mother died after a fall on Thanksgiving 
day 2002; when rushed to the emergency 
room, she did not receive proper atten-
tion. The next day, she died. Owing to 
her age (81), no lawyers were willing to 
take on her case for a tort action, leaving 
me the only option for justice by filing 
a compliant with the NYS Medical 
conduct Board. That Board rejected my 
complaint without providing me even 
a meeting to explain the specifics of the 
case.

This bill allows for a complaint to 

secure a hearing, offering at least the 
chance for justice. Ann Petrizzo deserved 
at least a fair hearing.

I ask every senator and assem-
blymember to sign on to this bill, to give 
the everyday person a fighting chance for 
fairness. 

Thank you for your time and 
attention.

Jane Petrizzo
New Rochelle, NY 

Shame on You!
dear Mr. Aris: 
On August 24, 2011, I attended a 

funeral for John J. Guthrie, Jr., “The 
commander” of New Rochelle, a veteran 
of World Ward II, who was 94 years 
young. At every Memorial day and 
Veterans day Service in New Rochelle, 
John Gutherie was there with his beau-
tiful smile; even recently, when he was in 
a wheelchair. But he was always there to 
honor the Veterans who came back and 
those who didn’t.

Where were all the politicians of New 
Rochelle and Westchester county who did 
not attend these Veteran’s day services? 
None of them showed up at his funeral; 
“A celebration of John’s life.” Where 
were the hundreds of other veterans to 
pay their respect to “commander” John J. 
Gutherie Jr.?  

Also Pearl Quarles was there.
Shame on them. 
Sincerely,
Mrs. Evelyn Breslaw
New Rochelle, New York

What 9/11’s Aftermath 
Uncovered

In the September 15th edition of The 
Westchester Guardian, Frank Vernuccio 
in the article entitled, “What 9/11’s 
Aftermath uncovered,” discusses certain 
controversial issues that have beset the 
September 11 memorial. The many prob-
lems that have plagued ground zero over 
the years, from bureaucratic bungling, 
administrative shortcomings, and 
construction delays for a host of reasons 
can be attributed in part to an entrenched 
liberal oligarchy. We are at the mercy, 
hopefully for not much longer, of a mayor 
whose political affiliation can change 
like the weather, and who over time has 
revealed himself to be nothing short of 
an authoritarian demagogue with a daddy 
complex and illusions of grandeur. And 
with a radical elite city council, tradi-
tional New Yorkers, people of faith who 
built this city, are frowned upon and their 
interests dismissed with prejudice.

The decision to exclude first 
responders and members of the clergy 
from the 9/11 memorial, and the callous 

disregard of the family members of those 
lost, many of who objected to this deci-
sion, did not come as a surprise to those 
of us who recognize what we are dealing 
with, secular nihilism with disdain for 
religion, especially christianity. It seems 
the only faith given latitude and credence, 
I believe out of cowardly fear, is Islam. 
The “Ground Zero” mosque, or cordoba 
House, as some believe, created tremen-
dous controversy due to its close proximity 
to ground zero. city leaders supported 
and defended this outrageous blasphemy, 
even with a nationwide outcry.

The memorial itself, in its simplicity 
with the symbolic reflecting pools and 
waterfalls that reside at the footprints of 
the two towers and have the names of the 
dead etched on bronze panels around the 
edge of each pool, seems to have found 
favor and has profound meaning for the 
families and loved ones of those killed. 
The surrounding greenery contributes 
to an air of tranquility that seems to 
permeate the memorial. Although the 
design, in my opinion, does lack certain 
elements; something dedicated to the first 
responders, as Mr. Vernuccio mentions 
the raising of the American flag by the fire 
fighters, would have been appropriate and 
widely applauded.

Bob Pascarella
The Bronx, New York



Page 23THE WESTcHESTER GuARdIAN THuRSdAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2011

 NEW YORK  CIVIC

had to reach agreement on district bound-
aries. Because of changing demographics 
and social attitudes, the Republican hold 
on the Senate has becoming ever more 
tenuous. A law adopted when the Senate 
was in democratic hands changed the 
districts that would benefit from the head 
count of inmates from the upstate coun-
ties were they were incarcerated, providing 
employment to local residents, to the 
downstate counties where they lived while 
committing the crimes, largely, felonies 
that resulted in their being sent upstate.

Some people want the democrats 
to win both houses, so responsibility for 
whatever happens or does not happen can 
be placed on one party. Others prefer a 
divided legislature, so that conservatives 
as well as liberals will be heard. A number 
of players publicly prefer domination by 
their own party, but their private opinion 
is another matter. common sense tells us 
that moderate government is more likely 
to be achieved under diverse leadership 
than when the legislature is under the 
control of one party. A political system 
dominated by either party tends to reduce 
the importance of general elections and 
increase the effect of party primaries, 
where the more extreme members of each 
party have proportionately greater influ-
ence, in part because independents are 
forbidden to vote.

Redistricting will be an important 
issue in the months to come, and much 
will said on the subject. The argument 
is not ideological, the left against the 
right, the spenders against the savers, or 
liberals against social conservatives. The 
issue here is one of equity and fairness, 
of expressing the wishes of the people, 
as opposed to those in both parties who 
would manipulate the system, deny ballot 
access to challengers, preserve incum-
bents by any means available, and place 
individual legislators under the thrall 
of the legislative leadership, where any 

expression of autonomy is punished.
The New York State legislature, peri-

odically derided as the most dysfunctional 
in the united States, has earned its ill 
repute, not only through acts of dishon-
esty by members of both houses, some of 
which have resulted in prison sentences, 
but by an arbitrary system of rules and 
protective walls around the leadership, 
so that although the great majority of 
the members are honest, there is precious 
little they can accomplish without the 
consent of men who, to put it politely, 
are more responsive to special interests 
and individual desires, often paid for by 
political contributions.

To allow the leaders to retain the power 
to choose their followers by drawing their 
districts condemns the backbenchers to 
little more authority than their constitu-
ents, who may decennially be moved like 
cattle from one district to another to serve 
the political interests of those whose lack 
of responsibility and desire for re-election 
have helped give rise to the state’s now 
acute financial problems.

do not take this commentary as 
indicating that any particular legislator 
is better or worse than any other. Some 
considered paragons of virtue may never 
have been subject to temptation. Others 
usually reviled are not only smarter than 
most others but are better politicians. 
And when people elected to high office 
as reformers are found to have several 
screws loose which prevent positive inter-
action with other people, the distinction 
between intellect and insanity becomes 
difficult to find.

dance took a few steps forward and 
backward today as LATFOR (The New 
York State Legislative Task Force on 
demographic Research) held a public 
hearing in lower Manhattan. The 
committee has been traveling around the 
state to hear from the public, but that is 
no indication that they will respond to the 

complaints that have been received from 
academics, good government groups and 
potential candidates.

The first grievance, which has been 
expressed by speakers who caught the 
road show before it arrived in New York 
city, was that LATFOR should not exist 
all, but that an independent redistricting 
commission should be appointed, rather 
than leaving the task to the assembly of 
incumbents now conducting the hearings 
and charged with preparing a plan for the 
approval of the Legislature, the body that 
will be affected by the plan.

The reformers want to prevent 
self-serving partisan districting, which 
fulfills the desires of a political party at 
the expense of non-members of that 
party. They want nonpartisan districting, 
either this year by law or permanently 
by constitutional amendment. The 
incumbents’ idea of avoiding one-party 
favoritism is bi-partisan districting, which 
serves the needs of both the democratic 
and Republican parties, at the expense 
of challengers and independents of all 
stripes.

The star witness at the hearing 
was former Mayor Edward I. Koch, 
co-founder of New York uprising, which 
is a coalition of former public officials 
favoring independent non-political 
districting. click here to read Mayor 
Koch’s testimony, an informative review 
of current state of efforts to draw fair lines.

under the constitution of the united 
States, a census of the population is taken 
every ten years, and the results determine 
the apportionment of seats in congress. 
Because of New York State’s compara-
tively slow growth, it will lose two seats 
as a result of the 2010 census. The usual 
political tradition when New York loses 
two seats has been to take one upstate 
Republican seat and one downstate 
democratic seat. The situation has been 
complicated since 2010 by the departure 

of three members of congress from New 
York State because of sexual misconduct, 
in three cases different from each other 
and all involving unrequited desires.

The custom in New York has been for 
the democrats to draw Assembly district 
lines and the Republicans the Senate 
lines. For seats in congress, the parties 
had to reach agreement on district bound-
aries. Because of changing demographics 
and social attitudes, the Republican hold 
on the Senate has becoming ever more 
tenuous. A law adopted when the Senate 
was in democratic hands changed the 
districts that would benefit from the head 
count of inmates from the upstate coun-
ties were they were incarcerated, providing 
employment to local residents, to the 
downstate counties where they lived while 
committing the crimes, largely, felonies 
that resulted in their being sent upstate.

Some people want the democrats 
to win both houses, so responsibility for 
whatever happens or does not happen can 
be placed on one party. Others prefer a 
divided legislature, so that conservatives 
as well as liberals will be heard. A number 
of players publicly prefer domination by 
their own party, but their private opinion 
is another matter. common sense tells us 
that moderate government is more likely 
to be achieved under diverse leadership 
than when the legislature is under the 
control of one party. A political system 
dominated by either party tends to reduce 
the importance of general elections and 
increase the effect of party primaries, 
where the more extreme members of each 
party have proportionately greater influ-
ence, in part because independents are 
forbidden to vote.

Redistricting will be an important 
issue in the months to come, and much 
will said on the subject. The argument is 
not ideological, the left against the right, 
the spenders against the savers, or 

Continued on page 24
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The conservative 
Party Primary Election 
took place on September 
13, 2011. The Westchester 
county Board of Election 

concluded the final count on September 
23, 2011. Richard Martinelli, candidate for 
mayor of Yonkersgarnered 202 votes cast 
by ballot. Those numbers were however 
deficient in maintaining the designa-
tion afforded Mr Martinelli as far back 
as January 2011. Minority Leader John 
Murtagh, vying to gain the designation 
of the conservative Party to embellish his 
designation as the Republican nominee, 
earned the least number of write-in votes: 
a dismal 78. carlo calvi, the designated 
Independence Party nominee gained 
under 200 supporting write-in votes. 
Eclipsing them all is NYS Assemblyman 
Mike Spano who received 318 write-in 
votes capturing the conservative Party 
line. This is the first ever situation in 
which a write-in vote eclipsed the regular 
vote usurping the intentions of the party 
heierarchy.

The numbers have elevated 
Mike Spano’s mayoral candidacy. Mr 
Spano now holds the democrat and 
conservative lines. Mr Martinelli ‘s last 
hope for political survival was extin-
guished. Mr Murtagh, the Republican 
nominee is hobbled by only having one 

line. Mr calvi, sporting the Independence 
Party nomination will maintain his effort 
and continue his campaign effort until the 
conclusion of the General Election being 
held this November 8, 2011. 

Extrapolating what happened is best 
deciphered by the numbers.

The battle lines that first drew blood 
date back to the days when former Mayor 
John Spencer presided over city Hall. 
Mr Spencer’s close friend and political 
supporter was Vincent Natrella, chairman 
of the Westchester county conservative 
committee. Spencer threw down the 
gauntlet challenging then NYS Senator 
Nick Spano. The taunting tactics would 
eventually come to blows. Anthony 
Auricchio, a political ally of the senator 
challenged the Natrella faction by exac-
erbating the ever divided party into 
its splintering factions. Mr Auricchio 
succeeded. Mr Spencer’s successor, present 
Mayor Phil Amicone kept volatile and 
derisive attacks against Auricchio, but was 
unsuccessful in removing Mr Auricchio’s 
hold on the party. In time, Mr Aujricchio 
was succeeded by his daughter Gail Burns.

Ms Burns was welcomed by the 
former adversarial Mayor Amicone with 
a job at city Hall. despite the seemingly 
cozy relationship,  Ms Burns was extri-
cated from her employment at city Hall 
by Mr Amicone’s staff.  Mayor Amicone 

was 
perturbed 
that Ms Burns 
would endorse 
then incumbent 
Westchester county 
Executive Andy Spano over his opponent 
Rob Astorino. People did not come out 
with pitchforks in hand but in sounded as 
if they had setting the stage for another 
showdown among disparate conservative 
factions.

Hugh Fox, long time political associate 
spurned Ms Burns. Blood was shed over 
control of the Yonkers city conservative 
Party. John Folkerts supported Gail 
Burns; Vincenza Restiano supported 
Hugh Fox.  The Folkerts faction held 
onto the Yonkers city conservative 
Party. The challenge to unseat Ms Burns’ 
controlled  hold failed in Yonkers, but 
did succeed in wrestling control from 
her to Mr Fox as the new chairman 

of the Westchester county 
conservative Party. Once 
ensconced as its chairman, 
Mr Folkerts’ Yonkers city 
conservative Party was 

stripped of his standings by Mr 
Fox. No matter the legal wran-

gling and verbal attacks, the divide 
among the bickering factions was main-
tained and continued to simmer without 
resolution.

The mayoral contest that would pit 
recent adversaries to a boil. Mr Fox would 
find employment with the now defunct 
Mayor Adam Bradley of White Plains 
administration, thereafter with Westchester 
county Executive Rob Astorino. About 
two weeks before the September 13, 2011, 
Primary Elections, Ms Burns was also hired 
by Westchester county Board of Legislator 
chairman Ken Jenkins.

Ms Burns brought out supporters for 
Mike Spano’s campaign effort to win in 
the conservative Primary Election. With 
Yonkers city clerk Vincent Spano, a 

Continued on page 25

The Numbers and What They Say
By HEZI ARIS

Continued from page 23
liberals against social conservatives. The 
issue here is one of equity and fairness, 
of expressing the wishes of the people, 
as opposed to those in both parties who 
would manipulate the system, deny ballot 
access to challengers, preserve incumbents 
by any means available, and place indi-
vidual legislators under the thrall of the 
legislative leadership, where any expres-
sion of autonomy is punished.

The New York State legislature, peri-
odically derided as the most dysfunctional 
in the united States, has earned its ill 
repute, not only through acts of dishon-
esty by members of both houses, some of 

which have resulted in prison sentences, 
but by an arbitrary system of rules and 
protective walls around the leadership, 
so that although the great majority of 
the members are honest, there is precious 
little they can accomplish without the 
consent of men who, to put it politely, 
are more responsive to special interests 
and individual desires, often paid for by 
political contributions.

To allow the leaders to retain the power 
to choose their followers by drawing their 
districts condemns the backbenchers to 
little more authority than their constitu-
ents, who may decennially be moved like 
cattle from one district to another to serve 

the political interests of those whose lack 
of responsibility and desire for re-election 
have helped give rise to the state’s now 
acute financial problems.

do not take this commentary as 
indicating that any particular legislator 
is better or worse than any other. Some 
considered paragons of virtue may never 
have been subject to temptation. Others 
usually reviled are not only smarter than 
most others but are better politicians. 
And when people elected to high office 
as reformers are found to have several 
screws loose which prevent positive inter-
action with other people, the distinction 
between intellect and insanity becomes 

difficult to find.
But regardless of their intellect, ability, 

integrity or state of rage, all public officials 
should run in honestly drawn districts, 
equal in size, compact and contiguous, and 
linking communities by interest. Political 
boundaries should not be perpetrated on 
the public by self-serving incumbents, 
who have systematically manipulated he 
electoral system to serve their personal 
needs at the expense of the public interest 
in honest government

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct 
email to him at mailto:StarQuest@
NYcivic.org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing at 
New York civic.
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What’s the first thing 
a prospective candidate 
must consider before 

running for elective office? If you 
answered “money,” you’ve learned 
how the system works. Known as the 
“mother’s milk of politics,” money can 
be the catapult that lifts someone over 
the crowd and into the mainstream of 
American opinion and influence. In 
the upcoming 2012 election, cash will 
continue to be king, as the two major 
political parties spend obscene amounts 
to convince voters that they are the 
best and the brightest the country has 
to offer. The question is, or should be, 
if they are such paragons of leadership 
and virtue, why does it take hundreds of 
millions, even billions of dollars to sell 
them to the electorate? I ’m afraid the 
answer is that most people are too lazy, 
uneducated, or just plain stupid to do 
their own research and make up their 
minds based on their findings and their 
personal belief system. Recognizing the 
above, politicians who are ethically or 

morally challenged will sprinkle the 
dough re me like raindrops on a corn-
field until they create a persona that 
makes them appear to be challenging 
Mother Teresa for sainthood. 

crony capitalism is a phrase being 
used often in the current campaign, but 
is merely a euphemism for corruption. 
It simply means that some people have 
enough wealth to buy political clout. 
The issue of campaign contributions 
has been debated to death, with many 
believing it’s a freedom of speech issue. 
In other words, if you have an extra 
million bucks lying around, why should 
you be restrained from giving it to the 
candidate of your choice? Last year, 
when you wanted that Lamborghini 
Aventador coupe, you plunked down 
$500K and simply drove it out of the 
showroom. Therefore, why shouldn’t 
you be able to buy a mayor, governor, 
or even a president if you have the gelt

Continued on page 26
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registered conservative, boosting the 
efforts of Ms Burns, the “fix” was in.

county Executive Rob Astorino is 
shivering in its boots, recognizing at long 
last that Mr Fox’s Weschester county 
conservative Party have been proven to 
be weak in delivering the vote. Vincenza 
Restiano has also proven herself impotent 
in bring out the vote.

What can be said is that the political 
scams and games meant to diminish the 
opposition, whomever they were has 
failed on many fronts. The conservative 
party, both in Yonkers and in the county 
are likely to escalate this skirmish into a 
battle to decide supremacy. 

While deflected from the battles and 
skirmishes over control of the Yonkers 
landscape has revealed a new reality. 

Mr Martinelli has squandered any 

hope of resurrecting any political viability 
over campaign effort mistakes that 
harkened to his inability to resonate with 
the public. Mr Murtagh, the Republican 
nominee is hobbled by not winning the 
conservative Party nomination. despite 
being a long shot, Mr calvi’s resolve to 
maintain his effort will have earned him 
kudos among supporters and adversaries 
alike.  

With winners come losers. Among 
them, count former Mayor Angelo 
Martinelli, former Mayor John Spencer, 
Westchester county Executive Rob 
Astorino, present Mayor Phil Amicone,  
former Minority Leader Liam 
McLaughlin, chairman Hugh Fox, and 
Vincenza Restiano, among others. 

More next week. 

The Numbers and What They Say
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 (pardon the Yiddish expression) to do it? 

Well, there’s ample evidence to 
conclude that the aforementioned has 
been done numerous times already. Jeffrey 
Immelt, cEO of General Electric, was 
a huge contributor to Barack Obama’s 
successful 2008 campaign and somehow, 
perhaps by magic, was able to skirt federal 
taxes last year. The company earned $14.2 
billion in profits in 2010, but didn’t pay a 
penny in taxes because it took advantage 
of a mind-numbing complexity of loop-
holes and tax shelters. Then, to add crony 
capitalism to in-your-face corruption, the 
president appointed this corporate crony to 
serve as the chairman of his council on Jobs 
and competitiveness. Never mind that GE 
is moving thousands of jobs to china. 

Meanwhile, Texas Governor Rick 
Perry, a candidate for the GOP presi-
dential nomination, is being accused of 
crony capitalism for accepting contribu-
tions from Merck Pharmaceuticals, the 
company that created a new vaccine to 
combat the Human Papilloma Virus, 
which is responsible for most cases of 
cervical cancer. Perry signed an execu-
tive order mandating that all 11 and 12 
year-old girls must be vaccinated against 
the disease. critics say he has ties to the 
company that go back many years. I refuse 
to believe that Perry would do something 
to purposely harm those children, but, I’d 
feel a lot better if I knew that he took his 
action without accepting contributions 
from the company that stands to make 
billions if they can get mass distribution 
of the vaccine. 

This is an example of the problem we 
have with money in politics. How can we 
ever be sure that the decisions made by 
our leaders are not based on the amount 
of shekels stuffed in Swiss bank accounts, 
compliments of their well-heeled bene-
factors? Have you ever seen a homely 
old codger sitting with his arm around 
a young, gorgeous babe at a ritzy resort 
restaurant? do you think that guy believes 
the doll is with him because he’s a sexy 
rascal? I suppose, in real life, as in the 
movies, we often suspend disbelief. 

We’re supposed to believe that rich 
people give away their greenbacks to poli-
ticians with no expectation of a quid pro 
quo. Well, they didn’t get rich by being 
moronic with their moola. Speaking of 
getting rich, have you noticed how many 
politicians retire with a lot more money 
than they had when they took the oath 
of office? Are we to believe that they 

multiplied their capital because of wise 
investments, unmotivated and unassisted 
by the power of their influence? Maybe 
we should just admit that monetary 
muscle will always carry the most weight 
in matters of state. They don’t call it a 
capitalist system for nothing. 

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the 
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of 
which were performed in plainclothes under-
cover assignments. Bob began a writing 
career about 12 years ago and had his first 
book published in 1999. Bob went on to 
write and publish a total of seven novels, 
“Murder in Black and White,” “City to Die 
For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” 
“Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of Life and 
Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He also became 
a syndicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human.”
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Prime Retail - Westchester 
County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. 
Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. 
Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jai-
me: 914.632.1230
Deer Mngmnt seeks Lead Applica-
tion Developer in Larchmont, NY 
to support analysis, design, impl & 
testing of new & existing bus sys-
tems & serve as lead programmer 
for custom app dev related areas 
incl software coding, database de-
sign, & report writing. Resumes to 
Deer Management Co LLC., ATTN: 
JAmbrosino, 1865 Palmer Avenue, 
Larchmont, NY 10538, Ref. job code: 
LAD-029. No calls/emails/faxes 
EOE.

 NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Evofit LLC.

Articles of Organization filed with the Sec-
retary of State of NY (SSNY) on 07/05/2011. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The Post Office address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him is Albert 
Maldonado, 280 Collins Ave Mount Ver-
non, NY 10552. Purpose of LLC: To engage 
in any lawful act or activity.

Sitecompli LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/10/09. Office loca-
tion: Westchester Co. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 11/12/08 SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Ross Goldenberg 116 Storer Ave New 
Rochelle, NY 10801. DE address of LLC: 
1220 N. Market ST STE 808 Wilmington, 
DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. 
of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

ALL THROUGH THE TOWN, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/19/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 10 Union Ave, Ste 5 
Lynbrook, NY 11563. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Z METRO POLLIS LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/24/2011. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC P.O. Box 376 Great Neck, NY 11021. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity..

229 Bedford-Banksville, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/28/11. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 229 Bedford-Banksville Road 
Bedford, NY 10506. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of formation of 339A North High 
Street LLC Articles of the organization 
were filed with the SSNY on 9/13/11. Of-
fice location WESTCHESTER COUNTY 
designated as agent of LLC whom process 
against may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to LLC at POB 643 Bronx NEW 
YORK 10466.

TRE FIGLI LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/30/2011. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Patricia G. Micek, Esq. 2180 Boston Post 
Rd. Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

PUBLIC ADJUSTER DAILY LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/21/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process C/O United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
Registered Agent: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 
Brooklyn, NY 11228

JSM VENTURES LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/27/2011. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to Jo-
anna S. Moran 709 Warburton Ave. #8B 
Yonkers, NY 10701. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

SUZANNE CALKINS, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/20/2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
The LLC 18 Wildwood Circle Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
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