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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
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Published online every Monday
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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Disinfecting the Lingering Stench at the Yonkers PBA 
By HEZI ARIS
On July 05, 2013, Yonkers 
PBA President Keith 
Olson, assisted by Yonkers 
PBA lawyers, seemingly 
engaged The Quinn Law 

Firm, L.L.L.C., as if they were in his personal 
employ as legal counsel. They disseminated 
a letter admonishing readers of the Yonkers 
Tribune. The catalyst behind the “seem-
ingly” legal warning stems from concerns 
over allegations suggesting Yonkers Police 
Benevolent President Keith Olson engaged 
in gross misconduct; specifically because he 
is tasked with the job of protecting the rights 
of all members regardless of personality con-
flicts. In his opening statement, Olson took 
the attitude of blaming everyone for the 
contentiousness of his conduct. He never 
directly addressed the seriousness of the alle-
gations of gross misconduct by him and his 
two collaborators, Yonkers Police 4th Precinct 
Captain John Mueller, and Det. Sgt. Brian 
Moran of the Yonkers Police Detective 
Division, who have allegedly engaged in 
Olson’s “dirty laundry” for years. 
Little time transpired before Mueller and 
Moran were in charge of the Intel Unit 
(Intelligence Unit) becoming responsible for 
all confidential police records and personnel 
files that had and have allegedly made their 
way to the copy machine. Sources advise 
that after the files were copied, the files were 
moved out from their previously uncom-
promised place of storage over many years, 
to the Internal Affairs Unit where they are 
now reportedly stored since former Yonkers 
Police Commissioner Edmund Hartnett’s 
departure approximately two years ago. 
Insiders have reported that Moran trans-
ported most of the files in the rear seat of 
his police cruiser. One must wonder why. 
Olson’s open letter to the readers of the 
Yonkers Tribune demonstrably proclaimed 
his close bond to his only “two great” former 
Housing Department friends. The gist of 
Olson’s letter is that too much mud has been 
flung in his direction; his concern is that it 
cannot be power washed off.

The allegations that Yonkers PBA 
President Keith Olson vehemently denied 
or purposely avoided are as follows:  
1) The alleged secret meetings with John 

Fleming, during which discussions took 
place targeting then Yonkers Police 
Commissioner Robert Taggart for the 
purpose of having one of their choosing 
succeed Commissioner Taggart. Det. Sgt. 
Brian Moran is purportedly a distant 
relative of John Fleming who eventually 
was appointed a Special Adie to then 
Mayor Phil Amicone.

2) The alleged meetings that took place at 
which then Yonkers police Commissioner 
Edmund Hartnett was made aware of the 
conduct of the “Three Amigos” where he 
agreed to have a blind eye and sign off on 
allegedly whatever unauthorized investi-
gations were instigated by the threesome; 
and

3) Allegedly collecting, gathering, and tam-
pering with official police personnel files 
and records thereafter to allegedly be 
used against potential critics and foes as 
a means of intimidation and retribution; 
and

4) Allegedly filing false complaints against 
his own members; and

5) Allegedly impeding internal investiga-
tions with frivolous cross complaints; and

6) Allegedly unscrupulous fundraising prac-
tices; and 

7) Allegations of missing disbursement 
funds, not to mention an immodestly 
paid PBA counsel that cost the mem-
bership about $120,000 per annum, plus 
potential referral business; and

8) Additionally, a whopping stipend of 
$4,000 a month in favor of Yonkers PBA 
President Olson; and 

9) Despite the list of concerns over his 
conduct and the perception it conjures 
in people’s minds, Olson dismisses the 
allegations by not referring to them. He 
maintains a wall of silence, denial, and lies. 
His conduct cries out for an investigation 
and demands assurance that the chain of 
command is honored without bias, the 

merits of abiding by the law, and the oath 
sworn to the Yonkers Police Department.

Their collective dismissiveness found 
them spinning the hair raising allegations, 

so out of whack with what is alleged to 
have transpired over many years, that Olson 
and Mueller find themselves in an uphill 
battle to maintain their credibility while 

allegedly attempting to impede a serious 
internal investigation into the conduct of 
the Fourth Precinct Captain. Allegedly the 
Captain, along with Olson’s union assistance 
may have intentionally misled investigators, 
prompting Internal Affairs staff to bear the 
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brunt of the investigation. The jury is still out 
on that one.  

There were also reports that at a recent 
PBA meeting, Olson’s board members and 
a handful of Kool-Aide swilling loyalists 
gave him a standing ovation after he told 
his membership that he would not step 
down; that was after he informed them not 
to expect a contract until 2015, which will 
mean that almost a decade will have passed 
before a new contract will be finalized, likely 
learning that Yonkers Police Department 
personnel will only gain zeros in contracts 
further into their future. One must wonder 
the rationale of greeting this “news” with a 
resounding standing ovation and handclap 

by the Kool-Aide swilling believers. Why 
else would anyone be clapping for a union 
leader that has not secured a contract for his 
members under his former friends Hartnett, 
and former Yonkers  Mayor Phil Amicone, 
who is also presently embroiled under a 
cloud of controversy. This has taken place 
while Olson landed his sister a high paying 
job at Yonkers City Hall, and Yonkers PBA 
union members continued to rack up bills he 
initiated. The final straw to break this camel 
may be a looming federal lawsuit rumored 
to be scrutinizing Yonkers’ own Three 
Musketeers. 

Keith Olson has shown himself to be 
arrogant, insular, and using his own words 
regarding his “two great” friends, believes 
they all allegedly stand above the protocol 

and procedures defined for them by the 
Yonkers Police Department, as well as the 
law. Olson and his friends stand accused of 
serious internal and unscrupulous conduct 
clearly supported by internal emails, memos, 
and internal letters of complaints needing 
and demanding oversight of the Yonkers 
PBA leader by an independent, outside 
investigative agency, and /or an independent 
commission.  Sometimes only an erudite 
press / media can ask and reveal the tough 
issues. In Olson’s case he has not publicly 
addressed any concerns, except for his stead-
fast legal advice that is meant to deny and 
obfuscate everything. What is more evident 
to all but Olson himself is that he is a hot 
potato who walks about persona non grata. 
The reverberating echoes heard in the halls 
and offices of the Cacace Justice Center and 
various precincts in Yonkers is that no high 

ranking official wants to be soiled by Olson 
and his “two great” friends.  

Among the many years of august and 
respected chapters of the Yonkers PBA, 
there has never been a more propitious time 
demanding for an independent prosecu-
tor to take a look into the inner working of 
the Yonkers PBA, specifically under the 
aegis of Det. Keith Olson, and his rogue 
supervisor friends that allegedly premedi-
tated and executed some of the allegations 
he continues to refuse to address. Despite 
Olson being offered to respond to the alle-
gations divulged, Olson has chosen not to 
substantiate his conduct and those of his 
cohorts. Their collective silence diminishes 
and besmirches the integrity of the men and 
women in blue. That being the case, how 
can the administration continue to protect 

these protagonists knowing that the media is 
aware of the integrity of the allegations made 
and others that are still to be revealed? 

It should be recognized that the “Blue 
Truth” series has afforded the Yonkers Police 
Department the time and opportunity 
to address the allegations divulged. Were 
the YPD left to its own internal devices, 
devoid of political intrusion from within 
and without Yonkers City Hall, these issues 
would have been mitigated by now. Instead, 
every day that passes without remedy tar-
nishes the YPD, the PBA, and CLSA. 
That is not right. These concerns must be 
mitigated and concluded with deference to 
the law, the oaths sworn by each member of 
the YPD, in order for function to eclipse the 
present internal dysfunction.

Yonkers Industrial Development Agency Robs Westchester County to Pay… Do the Math! 
THE HEZITORIAL

By HEZI ARIS
The Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency 
(YIDA) on August 13, 
2013, announced the City 
of Yonkers is to receive 

$3.673 million from Empire City Casino 
at Yonkers Raceway as part of a refinanc-
ing package approved by the YIDA on 
Tuesday.  (This, even though Yonkers was 
already entitled to $523,000 of this amount 
for previously agreed upon sales tax reim-
bursements, so the net benefit to Yonkers now 
amounts to $3.150 million.   Sounds good 
right?  If you are Yonkers, but if you are a non-
Yonkers taxpayer in Westchester, you just got 
screwed.  If the refinancing package had not 
been orchestrated through the YIDA, Empire 
City Casino would have been required to 
pay a mortgage recording tax of 1.8% of the 
amount refinanced or $5,850,000.   Of that 
total figure the County of Westchester would 
have received 1.3% of the amount financed 
and Yonkers would have only received 
$1,625,000 or 0.5% of the amount refinanced.  
So in the end, the YIDA saved Empire City 
Casino $2,200,000 and cost the County of 
Westchester $4,225,000.   Yonkers got an 
extra $1,525,000 by screwing the County of 
Westchester and Empire City Casino hit the 
jackpot with an extra $2,200,000.)

Seeking to take advantage of current 
low interest rates, Empire City is refinanc-
ing its $325 million overall debt, including 
its most recent $40 million expansion, which 
includes a modern 35,000 square-foot 
gaming floor and two new restaurants, Dan 
Rooney’s Café and Bar and Pinch. The 

expansion created 100 construction jobs 
and 200 permanent casino jobs.  (Working 
with the Yonkers IDA and YIDA Chair 
Mayor Mike Spano Empire City Casino 
got to take advantage of the taxpay-
ers of Westchester by depriving them of 
$4,225,000 and instead diverted an addi-
tional $1,525,000 to the City of Yonkers 
at the expense of Westchester’s other tax-
payers.   An added payout of $2,200,000 
was won by Empire City for their creative 
manipulation of the gambling wheels in 
Yonkers.) 

Under the plan approved by the YIDA, 
Empire City Casino will pay $523,000 in 
previously agreed upon sales tax reimburse-
ments (but that has nothing to do with this 
YIDA incentive effort, but we include it here 
to make the deal appear to be even more 
costly to Empire City and to confuse the 
public), $3 million in additional payments 
to be paid to the City’s general fund over 
two years (this was an added bonus for 

Empire City because if they weren’t able 
to manipulate the cards in Yonkers City 
Hall they would have had to pay their total 
Westchester / Yonkers taxes of $5,850,000) 
at the time the mortgages would have 
been recorded in the Westchester County 
Clerk’s Office), $500,000 to the YIDA for 
economic development efforts (to be used for 
God knows what and no one will ever be able 
to find out anyway!!!), and up to $150,000 
in materials or cash for improvements to 
the Coyne Park Senior and Community 
Center located near the Casino (because this 
will make it look like Empire City Casino 
is a good neighbor and really cares about the 
homeowners and property owners near their 
burgeoning facility).

“This is a great deal for Yonkers tax-
payers,” said Mayor Spano, who chairs the 
YIDA. “The City is actually getting more 
money than if we had done nothing at all.” 

Mayor Spano said he wants to encour-
age Empire City to move forward with 
Phase II of its long-term expansion plan.

“By refinancing, Empire City is going 
to be in a better position for future expan-
sions, which will bring more jobs and expand 
the City’s tax base.”  

Under the agreement, the YIDA is 
providing Empire City with a mortgage 
recording tax exemption. In return, Empire 
City will pay the City of Yonkers (“but NOT 
the County of Westchester – shh !!! Hush.” ) a 
sum significantly higher than what Yonkers 
would have received from the mortgage 
recording tax. (“but a lot less, in fact 
$2,200,000 less than they would have had 
to pay if they did not concoct this exciting 
YIDA deal and glorious press release.”)

Absent the agreement through the 
YIDA, Empire City would have paid the 
Yonkers $1.575 million in mortgage tax 
payments plus the $523,000 in previously-
agreed upon sales tax reimbursements, for 
a total of $2.098 million  (“But in addition, 
they also would have had to pay the County 
of Westchester about $4,225,000.”) Thus, the 
net additional payment to the City of Yonkers 
is $1.575 million. (“And the net shafting of 
Westchester County is $4,225,000.”).

“Empire City continues to invest in 
Yonkers,” said Tim Rooney, Jr., general 
counsel at Empire City. “As the city’s largest 
private employer with nearly 1,400 employ-
ees representing 14 unions, we understand 
the need for economic development and 
are committed to making the investments 
necessary to ensure viability and job growth. 
The continued support of Mayor Spano and 
the Yonkers IDA will ensure that remains 
possible.”  

Mayor Spano said every additional 
dollar the City takes in will help ease the 
burden on taxpayers as the City continues 
to face long-term budget deficits. “Next 
year the City faces a projected $86 million 
deficit,” said Mayor Mike Spano.

“While $1.575 million won’t solve all 

our problems, it will certainly go a 
long way toward helping to plug 
future budget gaps and easing 
the burden on already-stressed 
taxpayers.”

Mayor Spano said he was par-
ticularly pleased the deal included 
money to renovate the Coyne Park 
Senior and Community Center.

“This $150,000 for Coyne 
Park is only a small part of the overall 
payment, but by specifically setting it aside 
for Coyne Park we ensure that the needed 
renovations get done in a timely manner and 
that the money won’t get used for anything 
else,” said Mayor Mike Spano.

Dennis Shepherd, Councilman, 4th 
District said, “As the councilman in the area, 
I would like to thank Empire City for their 
cooperation with the City to help revitalize 
Coyne Park and to maintain the high quality 
of life in the southeast corridor of Yonkers.”

Yonkersites now fully comprehend the 
“new” math and can appreciate the connect-
ing dots. At issue now is what Westchesterites 
have to say about this “robbing Peter to pay 
Paul” scam.

The conflicted conduct noted above 
demands the attention and scrutiny of 
Yonkers Inspector General Kitley Covill, 
Westchester County District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore, New York State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman, New York State 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli, and U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara in order to make 
New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo 
fully aware of what is happening under his 
watch.

Continued from page 3
Disinfecting the Lingering Stench at the Yonkers PBA 
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By HEZI ARIS
Somers Supervisor Mary 
Beth Murphy, a can-
didate for Westchester 
County Clerk, today con-
demned New Rochelle 

Mayor Noam Bramson’s attempt to drag 
the Westchester County Executive race 
into what is a police matter in Somers over 
signage in the public right of way. She also 
noted the Bramson campaign’s questionable 
history on First Amendment issues.

Somers Police Department received 
numerous complaints about a sign in the 
public right of way.  Monday, an officer on 
patrol removed the sign from the public right 
of way under the direction of Somers Police 
Chief Michael Driscoll.

Chief Driscoll confirmed that 

Supervisor Murphy was not involved 
with the incident in any way and said so 
on the record on the Westchester On the 
Level program heard on the Internet on 
the  BlogTalk Radio platform on Friday, 
September 27, 2013. “The Supervisor does 
not direct the day to day operations of 
the Somers Police Department and Mr. 
Bramson as the Mayor of New Rochelle 
should know that,” he said.

“I’d appreciate it if he’d leave the Somers 
Police out of politics,” Chief Driscoll said.   
“We do our job, respond to complaints and 
patrol our town.  Supervisor Murphy did not 
direct the removal of the sign.  The officer 
removed it because the police received com-
plaints and it was in the public right of way. 
Mayor Bramson’s attempt to hijack the issue 
is politics at its worst.”

The Bramson campaign has already 
been in hot water this year with law enforce-
ment, after they accused the New York Police 
Chief ’s Benevolent Association of being 
“a joke.” The Bramson campaign falsely 
claimed that the CBA, whose chief counsel 
is Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appeared on a New 
York State Troopers PBA “fraud watchlist,” 
when in reality the list was simply groups 
that “have no affiliation with the New York 
State Troopers PBA in any way.”

Supervisor Murphy noted that if 
Bramson was willing to engage in hyperbole 
about the police chiefs PBA, he could not be 
trusted to objectively question the Somers 
sign ordinance issue, which also predates 
Murphy’s tenure as Supervisor.

“Mr. Bramson must be really desperate 
in his bid to unseat County Executive Rob 

Astorino if he needs to attack the Supervisor 
of a small town running in a down ticket 
race,” Murphy said. “He should stick to the 
issues that concern the County Executive.”

The Facebook group ‘Banned By 
Bramson,’ comprised of over 100 Westchester 
residents who have been banned from com-
menting on Noam Bramson’s Facebook 
page for innocuous comments questioning 
Bramson’s campaign, noted the hypocrisy of 
Bramson’s recent assertions.

The group has catalogued Bramson’s 
anti-first amendment leanings over the past 
few months.

‘One group of people that Noam 
Bramson has routinely censored is New 
Rochelle Veterans. Many of you will 
remember that Mayor Bramson had their 
Gadsden Flag confiscated from The New 

Rochelle Armory back in March... Here is 
Bramson’s Democracy in action,’ they wrote.

They also noted how on September 5th, 
Bramson banned NAACP New Rochelle 
Branch President Ronald H. Williams from 
historic Lincoln Park, a landmark for one of 
the most important civil rights cases in U.S. 
history, during a press conference.

h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
bannedbybramson

Somers Supervisor Mary Beth Murphy 
says she has long supported both the First 
and Second Amendments with both her 
words and her actions. “Mayor Bramson’s 
attempt to gain some political capital on 
the backs of the Somers Police is patently 
obvious and should be soundly rejected”, she 
concluded. 

Somers Police Chief Driscoll Sets Record Straight on First Amendment

CommunitySection
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By MARK JEFFERS
Did you know that E-Z 
Pass just turned 20; what a 
great invention... eliminat-
ing so many traffic jams 
- we wish them a very happy 

birthday. now if I could only figure out how 
to streamline my column, oops, I guess I 
have, just ask my daughter Kate who does 
most of the work, so please take a peek at 
this week’s “streamlined” edition of “News 
& Notes.”

Here’s one of the most meaningful 
moonlit walks you’ll ever take, when you 
join us for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s Light The Night Walk on Saturday, 
November 2nd at Rye Playland Park, please 
call 914-821-8362 for details.

It’s time for the 2nd Annual Hudson 
Hop & Harvest at Riverfront Green Park in 
Peekskill on October 5th, I can hop, not so 
sure about harvest, but know the area farms 
and restaurants will take good care of that.

Perfect for the upcoming Halloween 
season…learn to write and illustrate your 
very own ghost story with local author 
Donna Davies at the Field Library in 
Peekskill on October 16 and 23. All teens 
that come will get their own books to take 
home.

Picked out my overalls and bought 
a hoe and I’m all set for the annual Stone 
Barns Harvest Fest on October 5th at 
Pocantico Hills… hee haw!

Speaking of gardens, how about a tour 
of the Judy and Michael Steinhardt Garden 
in Bedford on November 2nd, no hoes 
required…

Join internationally bestselling author 
Jonathan Tropper to kick off the 2nd season 
of the Bedford Post Literary Series on 
Thursday October 3rd from 11:30am to 
2pm. Here’s the deal, for $65 lunch and 
book included, call 914-234-7800 for more 
information.

The 23rd Annual Pound Ridge Fine 
Arts Festival will be held at Scotts Corners 
Market in Pound Ridge, on October 5th and 
6th. This event will feature artists from all 
over the United States, as well as some local 
crafters and community organizations. There 
is no admission fee, and this event is free and 
open to the public.

A magical event will take place at the 
Cranberry Lake Preserve in White Plains 
as local artist David Licata has created a 
variety of orchids in glass that will be placed 
among the trails this fall. From October 5th 
through December 1st come for a hike and 
find these hidden works of art in the woods. 
The opening reception will be on Saturday 

October 5th from 2-5pm, and there will also 
be a walking guided tour with Mr. Licata 
on October 6th, 12th, and November 30th at 

10am.
Also on Saturday October 5th the 

Katonah Village Library will host a discus-
sion of “Human .4,” by Mike Lancaster, as 
well as science fiction movies and other 
books. The discussion will begin at 1:30pm 

and is free and open to adults and teens.
Congratulations to Harrison Avenue 

Elementary School in Harrison for being 
named a federal Blue Ribbon school for high 
performance on standardized tests…

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 year old, neutered 
male orange tabby. He is very calm 
and easy going, and is good with 
dogs, cats and kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 
year old neutered male pit mix. He 
loves to play and go for runs. He is 
good with dogs, cats and kids.
 

Tiger is a very affectionate cat who 
loves to cuddle. He is good with 
cats, dogs and kids. Tiger is a tabby, 
neutered male, and is 7 years old.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Continued on page 6

https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:cause4pawsny@aol.com
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Join us in celebrating the season and 
your community. The Katonah Yoga Fall 
Festival will feature local vendors showcas-
ing jewelry, clothing, artwork, crafts, natural 
skincare and beauty products, homemade 

baked goods, gifts and more. Enjoy live 
music and delicious food at 39 Main Street 
in Bedford Hills.

Westchester business travelers will now 
be able to grab an Air taxi and fly direct 
to Boston from the Westchester County 

Airport. The single-bound flights in Cirrus 
three-passenger airplanes will start service 
this month. I tried to hail one the other day, 
but I guess they did not see my thumb…

The Katonah Studio Jazz Band returns 
to its Mount Kisco home base, Via Vanti, 
on Saturday October 5th at 9pm, the band 
features keyboardist our friend Robert 

Kessler, saxophonist RJ Marx, drummer Jack 
Falco, and bass player Phil Rowan. The Via 
Vanti Restaurant is located at the Mount 
Kisco Train Station, 2 Kirby Plaza.

Congratulations and three cheers to our 
Northern Westchester neighbor NY Yankee 
future Baseball Hall of Famer Mariano 
Rivera as he is retiring this year, a classy guy 

and the best relief pitcher of all time, good 
luck Mo… see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

Continued from page 5
News & Notes from Northern Westchester

By SHERIF AWAD
True Stories of Love, Life, 
Death and Sometimes 
Revolution is a 65-minutes 
documentary co-directed by 
the Syrian filmmaker Nidal 

Hassan and the Danish performance artist 
Lilibeth Cuenca Rasmussen. Co-produced 
by the renowned CPH-DOX Documentary 
Festival in Denmark, it was shown across the 
world in important festivals such as Dubai 
and Ismailia.

Accompanied by the melodies of 
Lebanese singer Fairuz, the film starts 
with Nidal Hassan adjusting his camera 
lens to capture a voyage from Damascus 
to Copenhagen en route to attend the 
CPH-DOX filmmaking workshop along-
side other invited film directors from all 
over the world. Flash-forward to Damascus 
on the 16th of March 2011, one day before 
the outbreak of the revolution in Syria, co-
director Lilibeth Cuenca Rasmussen arrives 
to co-direct with Hassan the original bulk of 
the documentary where a group of Syrian 
women were supposed to be interviewed 
about the social problems related to crimes 

of honor and marriage between the differ-
ent denominations. But suddenly, the Syrian 
revolution ignites and the talks drift to the 
issues of freedom of opinion and political 
arrests. In other words, the two directors 
moved between Syrian cities to get testimo-
nies about love, life, death, and the revolution. 
Hence, the film’s title…

Perhaps the gravitas and most influen-
tial segment of the film is when the director 
speaks to a Syrian who visually presents 
an installation of used tombs containing 
women’s dresses showing one open and 
empty tomb; meaning it could be the final 
destination of another victim in the coming 
future.  

True Stories of Love, Life, Death and 
Sometimes Revolution was never shown in 
Syria till now. Before the film was finished 
near the end of 2012, its director, Nidal 
Hassan has been twice arrested in 2011. 
Furthermore, Hassan was prevented from 
entering Egypt last July to attend the screen-
ing of the film in the Ismailia Festival for 
Documentaries and Shorts. Al-Fajr, an 
Egyptian newspaper, mentioned at that time, 
that the reason why Hassan was stopped 

by the Cairo Airport Authorities is that 
he belongs to The Free Syrian Army that 
opposes the al-Assad regime. “I was told at 
the airport that my passport had a problem”, 
said Hassan about the incident. “Despite 
the intervention of the Ismailia festival’s 

management, I was put on the first flight 
going back to Beirut. When in Beirut, I read 
in al-Watan, another Egyptian newspaper, 
that the intervention followed a request from 
the Syrian embassy in Cairo. I don’t know 
what the details of the government were, but 
it may have been the catalyst behind why 
I was arbitrarily fired from my job at The 
National Film Organization in Syria, since 
that episode also arbitrary fired from my job 
at The National Film alongside two of my 

colleagues, director Osama Mohammed and 
director Nidal al-Debs”.

After studying filmmaking in Armenia, 
Nidal Hassan went to screen his gradu-
ation project Salty Skin (2002) in several 
international festivals. Upon his return to 

Syria the following year, Hassan joined The 
National Film Organization where he was 
granted permission to direct two short nar-
ratives called Joy and Everyday’s Tale, and 
the documentary Flint Mountains (2009); 
both were shown at the Dubai Festival and 
Arab Rotterdam Film Festival. Hassan’s 
first confrontation with The National 
Film Organization came when the The 
National Film Organization refused to fund 
his long narrative script entitled Absentee 
Prayer; they asserted a need to censor the 
project. This drove the filmmaker to write 
an article entitled “Suspended Cinema” in 
the Lebanese newspaper As-Safir where he 

criticized the regulations imposed on film 
production in his own country and revealed 
the corruption in this public sector that 
tended to produce films with no interest to 
the Syrian people.

When I asked Nidal Hassan about the 
current situation in his country, he replied: 
“As a filmmaker, I find myself more expres-
sive using the film medium. However art 
cannot be isolated from politics. Our society 
initiated a revolution for freedom and 
dignity, which are needful things the Syrians 
are holding dear and longing for during the 
past decades. We went out like other Arab 

Stories from Syria
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Lilibeth Cuenca Rasmussen, the film’s 
co-director.

Syrian director Nidal Hassan.

Poster of the documentary “The True Stories of Love, Life, Death and Sometimes Revolution”.

One of the interviewees in the first portion of the film.

Continued on page 7
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people to revolt against injustice and margin-
alization practiced by the dictatorship of our 
totalitarian regimes… As for the situation in 
Syria today, there are many complexities. The 
youthful coalitions that believe in peaceful 
changes continue to demonstrate across the 
streets to renounce sectarian slogans that 

were originally established by the regime. 
There are also many armed forces: The 
Syrian army, those who deserted it when it 
started to kill civilians opposing the al-Assad 
regime, and also many civilians who started 
to carry weapons to defend their cause, not to 
mention many other interfering groups from 
the outside. All of this served the regime’s 
want to violently end the conflict with air 
and land strikes on Syrian cities and villages. 

On the other side, the Syrian borders were 
wide open to many external interventions… 
Unfortunately, I feel that many countries 
of the world don’t want to end the Syrian 
conflict, even those who early on supported 
the Syrian regime, but in fact they now raise 
the complexity of the situation... Of course, 
many Syrians have fears that the Muslim 
Brotherhood or the Salafis might take over 
the country the way it happened in Egypt 

and Tunisia after the Arab Spring. That ‘s 
why we are fighting for a civilian state that 
separates religion from politics and ensures 
the rights of individuals, regardless of their 
religion, gender, or political affiliation… ”. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 

Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

Stories from Syria
Continued from page 6

By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
Bold without being flam-
boyant, comfortable while 
still figure-flattering. The 
Fall 2013 Collections at 

New York Fashion Week were basically a 
buyer’s dream. Here are six looks that have 
wear me now written all over ‘em.

At Ralph Lauren’s show, the antler can-
delabras lighting the runway said American 
West, but they were a decoy. Lauren took us 
on a romantic voyage with naval-inspired 
pieces, vaguely Russian-feeling velvets and 
tapestry embroideries. It was his most fully 
realized successful collection in a long time. 
Sweet yet sophisticated was his deep purple 
velvet frock, its sleeves and hemline flowing 
softly, a fluid number that has an easy-to-
wear feel.

“The collection has great drama and 
emotion!” was Carolina Herrera’s comment 
about her fall styles. That’s putting it mildly. 
Herrera’s collections don’t often dovetail with 
the reigning trends of the season but this time 
it was full-blown success, and more strongly 
than in seasons past. She didn’t stint on fur 

– it was one of the collection’s major state-
ments, whether wrapping around a bodice 
or trimming felt belts. Classic yet alluring 
and energetic was Herrera’s toast-hued, crisp 
pantsuit topped with a herringbone-pat-
terned coat, lush fur creating its collar. Easy, 
modern; the name of the game.

Not many designers have the imagina-
tion combined with the skill to turn a plain 
material – wool – into something so utterly 
un-plain. Thank you, Tomas Maier for 
Bottega Veneta. He tells us “I was into wool, 
and using it in different ways, washing it, 
bonding it, or felting it to create my designs.” 
Maier’s carefully crafted tomato-red coat-
dress was a show-stopper. Cut with precision 
and one might even say severity, this is an 
essential piece that puts you right on Fall/
Winter’s trend.

Banana Republic’s collections are typi-
cally a rundown of the season’s major trends 
translated for the masses. This new Fall col-
lection, however, bucked of-the-moment 
fads in favor of clean and classic building 
blocks for a modern wardrobe. “Banana 
Republic dresses America,” said Narciso 
Rodriguez, who recently took on an advisory 
role at the company. While the designer’s 

imprint on the lineup 
was slight, there was 
a renewed emphasis 
on back-to-basics 
sportswear. A perfect 
example was the 
small-cut, adorable 
electric-blue pantsuit, 
sleeves three-quarter 
and trousers barely 
skimming the ankle. 
The look was at once 
young, fresh and very 
much today.

Known – always 
– as Hollywood’s go-to glamour-meister, the 
clothes Giorgio Armani showed for Fall/
Winter could not have been more differ-
ent. “Decidedly avant-garde,” announced 
the show notes. Indeed, there was an edgy 
feel to the cropped, narrow-velvet pants and 
short fitted jackets. However, devoted, clas-
sic-Armani fans were rewarded with some 
of his typical soft, oh-so-wearable numbers. 
Among them, a stand out: a short black 
jacket, collar rounded and with self-buttons 
enclosing it; this was paired with generously-
cut trousers creating a look lean, elongated 

and Armani-elegant.
The Fall/Winter collection of Francisco 

Costa for Calvin Klein was powerful 
and provocative – and inspired by coats. 
Well, duh, it is Fall we’re talking about. He 
explained: “Calvin started with coats!” Right 
you are, Mr. Costa! Several coats had exag-
gerated, mannish shoulders and dense 
fabrics (alpaca, twill). And, strutting down 
the runway, a model wearing a sharply-cut 
black wool coatdress, a design that fairly 
shouted confident beauty. Commanding, 
authoritative and a look we’ll lust after this 

season.
Some of Fall/Winter’s offerings have a 

bit of attitude, some make strong sculptural 
statements, and some are downright flirty. 
With all, however, they are easy, comfy ways 
to get in on this season’s looks. Yay for Fall!

Beauty / Fashion Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
keeps us informed on the capricious and engaging 
fashion and beauty scene. As Travel Editor she 
is constantly globe hopping to share her unique 
experiences with our readers from the exotic to 
the sublime.

First Look At Some Cool Fall Fashions
FRILLS, FLOUNCES AND FASHION

Banana Republic Giorgio Armani

Calvin Klein

Ralph Lauren

Caroline Herrera Bottega Veneta

Italian and Latin Cuisine - The Best of Both Worlds!

    CAPRICCIO LATINO 414 PELHAM RD. NEW ROCHELLE  914-636-1229

Nick from Mamma Francesca 
 is back at the same location with

www.capricciolatino.com

Introductory 
Pre-Fixe Dinner for $20

Sunday – Thursday 4-7pm

WATERVIEW • RESTAURANT • MOJITO BAR

Outdoor Patio 
 Dining Overlooking the Sound

 Happy Hour 12–7PM  •  Thursday Ladies Night 

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.capricciolatino.com
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Innovations Expand Types of Seasonal Flu Vaccines
MEDICINE

Many of the projected 135-139 million 
doses of influenza vaccines being produced 
for this flu season for use in the U.S. are 
now available to consumers from six manu-
facturers licensed by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA).

A variety of flu vaccines, including some 
that were not available during past influenza 
seasons, are available this year. This includes 
a vaccine that protects against four strains of 
the virus—two strains of type A and two of 
type B—rather than the traditional protec-
tion against three strains—two of type A and 
one of type B.

In addition, a vaccine that is produced 
by growing the virus in cells rather than in 
eggs will be available for use in people 18 
years of age and older.

Unlike eggs, cells can be frozen for later 
use to grow large volumes of cells for the pro-
duction of vaccine. This could provide a faster 
start-up time of the manufacturing process 
for any unexpected need.

“New technologies are providing addi-
tional and diverse influenza vaccines, which 
helps to ensure an adequate supply in the 
Unites States,” said Karen Midthun, M.D., 
director of FDA’s Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research.

“Influenza seasons are unpredictable 
and can be severe, even deadly,” she added. 
“Last year’s influenza season brought an 
increase in reported hospitalizations and 
deaths compared to recent years, and 

vaccination is the best defense to prevent 
influenza.”

All of the vaccines have been deter-
mined by FDA to be safe and effective. 
Getting vaccinated early, before flu season is 
in full swing, is key to prevention.

An Exacting Process
Manufacturing flu vaccines is an 

exacting and complex process. New vaccines 
must be produced each year because the 
viruses change from year to year and because 
the protection received the previous year 
diminishes over time.

Each February, before one flu season 
ends, the FDA, World Health Organization, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and other public health 
experts collaborate on collecting and review-
ing data to identify the virus strains likely to 
cause the most illnesses in the next flu season. 
Based on that information and the recom-
mendations of an FDA advisory committee, 
FDA selects the strains for manufacturers to 
include in their vaccines for use in the United 
States.

Both egg-based flu vaccines and 
vaccines made with newer technologies 
work the same way; they trigger the immune 
system of the person receiving the vaccine to 
produce antibodies capable of attacking the 
virus.

Vaccines are available in a variety of 
delivery methods, as a needle into muscle, 
as a needle injected into skin (approved for 

ages 18 through 64), and as a nasal spray 
(approved for people ages 2 through 49). In 
addition, one vaccine made in a high dose 
formulation is approved for people 65 years 
of age and older.

The Procedure
Under traditional egg-based produc-

tion methods, once the influenza viruses 
have been selected, they are adapted for use 
in manufacturing and provided to compa-
nies licensed by FDA. The manufacturers 
inject each virus strain into eggs, which are 
incubated for several days to allow the virus 
to multiply.

The virus-loaded fluid from the eggs is 

then harvested and purified.
Manufacturers grow each strain sepa-

rately then test it, including for potency. Then 
the strains are mixed and tested again. Once 
divided into standard dosages, the vaccines 
are put into containers such as vials, syringes 
or sprayers.

Test results are submitted to FDA, 
along with samples from each batch, or lot. 
FDA reviews the test results and the samples 
before releasing the vaccine for distribution 
in the United States. Each lot, or batch, 
undergoes testing before release by FDA.

FDA also inspects the manufacturing 
facilities on a regular basis and continues to 

monitor the safety of the vaccines once they 
are in use by the public.

The level of effectiveness can depend on 
the health and immune system of individu-
als and how well a particular season’s vaccine 
strains match circulating flu strains.

There is a possibility of a less than 
optimal match between the virus strains pre-
dicted to circulate and the virus strains that 
end up causing the most illness. However, 
even if the vaccine and the circulating strains 
are not an exact match, the vaccine may 
reduce the severity of the illness and help 
prevent influenza-related complications.

CDC recommends that everyone six 
months of age and older get vaccinated soon 
after vaccine becomes available. Those people 
for whom vaccination is particularly impor-
tant include young children, the elderly, 
pregnant women, and those who suffer 
from a variety of chronic illnesses, including 
asthma, diabetes and heart disease.

Although the winter months are usually 
the peak month for flu activity, influenza 
disease in people typically begins appearing 
in October.

FDA’s website has specific information 
about each flu vaccine, including the FDA-
approved age range of use. The website also 
provides the names of the influenza viruses 
included in this season’s vaccines and an up-
to-date list of the number of vaccine lots that 
have been released for each manufacturer.

This article appears on FDA’s 
Consumer Updates page, which features the 
latest on all FDA-regulated products.

Creating Prescription Drug Demand by Direct to Consumer Advertising
By EVAN S. LEVINE, 
M.D.
In a recent interview for 
a European television 
station, I listened to the 
staff laugh at how “the 

fools” in America allow Big Pharma to 
advertise their billion dollar prescription 
drugs directly to the public, and with the 
same broadcast companies whose news 
agencies often report on them.

It brought me back to my experience 
on the NBC Today Show a few years back 
when I was interviewed about my new 
book, “What Your Doctor Won’t (or Can’t) 
Tell You.” But to begin this story allow me 
to discuss what direct-to-consumer adver-
tising, better known in the industry as 
DTC, is all about.

Studies have clearly shown, as the 

industry is fully aware, that marketing 
drugs directly to the consumer, for example, 
AndroGel for middle-aged men, Restasis 
for patients with dry eyes, and Latisse for 
people who want longer lashes, increases 
their sales far more than drugs that are not 
marketed during a favorite TV show.

Watch the direct-to-consumer (DTC) 
ad for Latisse and you’ll clearly see and 
remember beautiful women with magnifi-
cent lashes, but I suspect you won’t recall 
the FDA-mandated warnings the spokes-
woman mentions in a melodic, seemingly 
optimistic voice.

Were you aware that the drug could 
cause permanent discoloration of your eyes, 
browning of your lids, or even hair growth 
in areas below the lid? And do you know 
you’ll have to take the drug forever if you 
wish the effects to be permanent?

As we know, industry has no problem 
finding some doctor or celebrity willing to 
prostitute themselves; and I must say they 
certainly do a great job.

The FDA is aware of the risks of DTC 
ads and in 2004 published a survey of phy-
sicians about this. Some of the findings 
included:

Physicians thought the ads did not 
convey information about risks and benefits 
equally well. 65 percent believe DTC ads 
confuse patients about the relative risks and 
benefits of prescription drugs. In addition, 
about 75 percent of physicians surveyed 
believed that DTC ads cause patients 
to think that the drug works better than 
it does, and many physicians felt some 
pressure to prescribe something when 
patients mentioned DTC ads.

Eight percent of physicians said they 

felt very pressured to prescribe the specific 
brand-name drug when asked.

In 2004 I found myself indirectly 
affected by DTC ads — collateral damage, 
if you will, caused by the profitability of 
DTC advertising. It was my first and what 
would end up being my most important 
interview to promote my book, “What 
Your Doctor Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You.” I 
was invited to talk live on the Today Show 
with Ann Curry. I was quite anxious about 
going before the cameras but determined to 
tell my story.

I was interviewed by the producer of 
the segment two days prior to the live inter-
view. She warned me in no uncertain terms 
not to discuss anything about the pharma-
ceutical industry. Naively, I tried to convince 
her that my chapter on Big Pharma was the 
best and most enlightening, and probably 

most damning, portion of my book. But 
she was quite emphatic: no one would be 
interested in it and I was not to discuss it. 
Alas, my iconoclastic instincts prevailed 
and I became more concerned with the 
producer’s attempted censorship than with 
promoting my book. When I sat down 
with Ann Curry a few minutes before the 
interview, I told her about the producer’s 
warning and asked her if that was because 
so many of the Today Show’s commercials 
were paid for by Big Pharma.

Ms. Curry, I remember, seemed quite 
offended by my question and told me I could 
discuss anything I thought was relevant to 
my book. I don’t believe she realized what 
her producer intended, but I did. And so 
when she asked her first question, carefully 
scripted by her producers, I managed to talk 

MEDICINE WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (or CAN’T) TELL YOU

Continued on page 9
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about the pharmaceutical companies and 
the expensive, though not always superior, 
medications they coax some doctors into 
prescribing.

I did not hear her scream, but I suspect 
the producer was apoplectic. Ann was very 
professional and courteous during the 
remainder of the interview, but I left won-
dering if I had just screwed myself and my 
publisher by not “playing the game”. As it 

turned out, the “live” interview had been 
taped and not shown because of breaking 
news coverage.

Several days later while I was out on 
my book tour, both my agent and my pub-
lisher called to let me know that the folks at 
NBC thought that I performed so poorly 
on my interview that they could not televise 
it. A week later, however, my agent called 
me to tell me he had reviewed the DVD of 
the interview and thought I had done very 
well. It was then that I realized what had 

likely happened. I had broached a subject 
that was verboten; violated a taboo - don’t 
talk about Big Pharma. The punishment for 
that was to have my interview put on a shelf 
instead of on the air.

Getting to Ann Curry, the only person 
who could help me, was not an easy task, 
as my agent and publisher had pretty much 
called it a day the week after my publication 
date. But like any street-smart Brooklyn 
boy would, I figured I could send her a 
message in the form of a floral arrangement. 

And so with a quick call I ordered a huge 
assortment of flowers and left a message 
that said, “Ann, I thought you said I could 
talk about anything I wanted to. Thanks, Dr. 
Evan Levine.”

A day later the interview aired on 
the Today Show, although the staff never 
gave a courtesy heads-up to anyone at 
Putnam Publishing, to my agent, or even 
to me. The interview is now on YouTube 
: Today Show interview with Dr. Evan 
Levine ( http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=63cWvtGPonU ).

Readers, you be the judges. Let me 
know if you think I did so poorly that the 
piece should not have been aired or whether 
you suspect that network sensitivity to 
cash-cow advertisers like Big Pharma may 
have played a role in the initial shelving of 
the segment.

Dr. Evan S. Levine is a cardiologist in New 
York, NY and Yonkers, NY. He is also the 
author of the book “What Your Doctor Won’t 
(or Can’t) Tell You”. He resides in Connecticut 
with his wife and children.

Casa Blanca Tile & Stone
Just around the corner in Harrison

Whatever you need, Whatever your budget,

We’ll take care of you! 

Porcelain, Ceramic, Glass, Metal & Mosaic Tiles, Bamboo, Cork, Marble, Granite, 
Limestone, Travertine, Slate, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring, Countertop Fabrication, 

Engineered Wood & Pre-finished Solid Wood Floors, Vanities & 
Kitchen Cabinets.

Open 7 Days: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9A-5P • Wed. 10A-7P • Sat & Sun 11A-4P

 www.casablancatile.com
400 Halstead Ave. •  Harrison •  914.630.7469
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This three CD concert is 
unique in that it’s one of the 
few Grateful Dead perfor-
mances where I prefer their 
first set than what came after-
wards. The band is obviously 
having a ball enjoying each 
other’s playing. They are in 
a very good-natured mode 
that offers a warm glow and 
positive vibe. Starting with 
Chuck Berry’s “Promised 
Land” it’s immediately 
apparent that the band is 
into the crowd and exhibits 
characteristics that scream; 
let’s all have a real good time, 
as the Dead romp through 
this thrilling and high-paced 
rendition of this rock and roll 
anthem. Checkout Garcia’s 
expressive vocal when he sings 
“good bye mama and papa” on one of their 
audience favorites “Ramble On Rose.” This 
is their disco era and even songs like “Me 
and My Uncle” (that segues into a raucous) 
“Big River” has that “Saturday Night Fever” 
bass line and groove. Both drummers are also 
really into the mix, they are clearly explosive 
as Kreutzmann and Hart conjure up dynamic 
rhythms on “Cassidy” where everyone in the 
band pushes the pace. The first set concludes 
with an almost nine minute “The Music 
Never Stopped,” Bob Weir and Donna Jean 
Godchaux vocals are spot on but not as hot 
as Garcia’s driving guitar solo that closes this 
upbeat classic. 

The second set needs two discs to 
capture this portion of the show, but what 

starts bugging me here is how much (out 
of tune) slide guitar playing time Weir is 
allowed to offer. Songs that I often enjoy 
take their toll on me, like “Scarlet Begonias” 
that segues into “Fire On the Mountain” 
into “Good Lovin’.” I’ve never been much 
of a “Terrapin Station” fan, and little is 
offered here to change my opinion, especially 
when they drift into a lengthy “Rhythm 
Devils” (a dueling drum solo) that lasts for 
nearly fourteen minutes (yawn.) Out from 
the drums comes a pretty good “Not Fade 
Away,” that crunches into a pretty boring 
“Black Peter,” for nearly twelve minutes. 
With my remote in hand I fast forward to 
the set closing “Around and Around” another 
Chuck Berry tune, that’s crowd pleasing, but 
just okay. They encore with Warren Zevon’s 

“Werewolves of London” which 
is more about having fun with 
the audience than being anything 
memorable.

I’m not sure what happened 
between the first and second sets 
here, and I am sure none of us will 
ever know. That being said the first 
set is a powerful keeper that put 
miles of smiles on my face. But I 
doubt that I will be revisiting the 
second set all that often (well maybe 
one more time for a reality check) or 
perhaps never again. In summary: 
Take the good with the bad here, 
because this first set is more than 
worth the price of this recording, but 
what I thought would be an entire 
dynamite concert; didn’t happen. 
Then again, how many bands do 
you know perform two sets nightly 
and play on for four hours plus 

? Not many, so think of the first disc as an 
entire show, and you’ll have a very enjoy-
able musical experience. If needed, take two 
aspirins (or whatever floats your boat) but 
don’t call me in the morning. Enjoy.

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. 
Now celebrating 13 + years on the air at 
WFDU - http://wfdu.fm , 24x7 On Demand 
Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/
profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds of Blue is the 
most pledged to program for 5 consecutive years. 
Senior Contributing Editor to: http://www.
Bluesrevue.com , http://WestchesterGuardian.
com, and http://YonkersTribune.com.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Grateful Dead 
Dave’s Picks Vol. 7
www.Rhino.com www.Dead.net
Horton Field House Illinois State University, 
Normal, IL 4/24/78

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63cWvtGPonU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63cWvtGPonU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63cWvtGPonU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63cWvtGPonU
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Doctor-Wont-Cant/dp/0399151508%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0399151508
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Doctor-Wont-Cant/dp/0399151508%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0399151508
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://www.rhino.com/
http://www.dead.net/
http://www.casablancatile.com
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“Full Disclosure” Seemingly Anathema to Mayor Mike Spano
NEGOTIATIONS

By HEZI ARIS
On September 12, 2013, 
Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano appeared on the 
Phil Reisman show on 
the Journal News’ website. 

During his interview with Phil Reisman, 
(http://www.lohud.com/section/COLUM
NIST08&template=theme&theme=reism
an&keywords=philreisman&title=Colum
nist:%20Phil%20Reisman), Mayor Spano 
made numerous misstatements (a/k/a lies) 
and mischaracterizations as to the history 
and status of contract negotiations between 
the City of Yonkers and the Yonkers 
Firefighters of IAFF Local 628. Mayor 

Spano specifically alleged that Local 628 
had walked away from negotiations with the 
City, a statement that is absolutely false. In 
fact, it was the City that walked away from 
negotiations that were conducted under the 
purview of the NYS Public Employment 
Relations Board (PERB).

On September 26, 2013, IAFF Local 
628 President Barry McGoey appeared on 
the Phil Reisman show on the Journal News’ 
website (www.lohud.com). In his interview by 
Phil Reisman (http://www.lohud.com/apps/
pbcs.dll/article?AID=2013130925004), 
Barry McGoey challenged many of the 
assertions made by Mayor Spano, gave a 
brief summary of the process engaged to date 

to resolve the outstanding contract and said 
he remains willing to sit down with Mayor 
Spano at any time to negotiate a resolution 
of what the Mayor calls a “stalemate.”

Mayor Spano sent Local 628 a letter 
on September 16, 2013 repeating many of 
the incorrect assertions he made during his 
interview with Phil Reisman. That same day, 
September 16, 2013 Local 628 President 
Barry McGoey sent the Mayor a reply letter 
asking the Mayor, among other things, to 
interject himself into the process and to 
personally sit down and negotiate a contract 
resolution. 

During Barry McGoey’s September 
26, 2013, interview with Phil Reisman 

it was disclosed that Mayor Spano had 
sent Mr. Reisman a copy of the Mayor’s 
September 16, 2013, letter to Local 628. 
Mr. Reisman also disclosed that the Mayor 
had not provided him with a copy of Barry 
McGoey’s September 16, 2013, letter in 
reply. Barry McGoey provided Mr. Reisman 
with a copy of his September 16, 2013, letter 
to Mayor Spano.

Since it is clear that Mayor Spano has 
disseminated a copy of his September 16, 
2013, letter to some of the press (but failed 
to include a copy of Local 628’s reply letter) 
in furtherance of full disclosure and to 
provide the point of view of both sides, Barry 
McGoey provided the press with copies of 
BOTH September 16, 2013, letters.

 

Artist Robin Lowe Brings His Way of the Sea to New York
PAINTING EXHIBITION

By LEE DANIELS
Emerging from an elevator, 
a half-finished quart of iced 
coffee in one hand, artist 
Robin Lowe, whom I have 
known since high school, 

extends a hand to welcome me to his latest 
opening, in the Lennon-Weinberg gallery in 
Chelsea, New York.

I somehow get the sense that it is not 
just the caffeine that boosts Lowe through 
his days and nights as an artist, much of it 
spent commuting between upstate New 
York and his home in Brooklyn, but some-
thing more visceral, a passion and drive for 
creating art that has propelled him through 
30 years as a professional artist, with 16 solo 
shows in the U.S. and Europe.

“Three days a week, I am in my 

studio in the Catskills painting like a fiend,” 
says Lowe.

In addition to his craft, Lowe spends a 
great deal of his time managing his business, 
Art Crating, a comprehensive art service 
company that warehouses, packs, and trans-
ports, art, and installs it for exhibitions, which 
he began with another fellow Hotchkiss 
School classmate and art student, Jeremy 
Spear, in 1985, The company also offers 
consulting services for art placement, conser-
vation, shipping and storage.

“The two of us borrowed and pooled 
together a few thousand dollars and bought 
a truck and started moving art. Today, the 
three companies (Art Crating, Archive and 
ACLA) employ 75 people, all of whom are 
artists in one form or another. We are known 
for and specialize in complicated instal-
lations, from suspending a tiger shark in 
formalin (Damien Hirst, The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art) to making a full-size Piper 
Seneca airplane rotate on the axis of its wings 
between two pillars (Paola Pivi, Central 

Artist Robin Lowe in front of Pink Road (2012, oil on linen).

When I Left Home, the Sky Split Open Wide (2009, oil on linen). My Ship Has Been Split to Splinters and It’s Sinking Fast (2011, 
oil on linen).

Celebration du Bateau (2013, oil on linen).I See Nothing to be Gained by an 
Explanation (2011, oil on linen).

Continued on page 11

Barry McGoey
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Park),” explains Lowe.
“The company is in its 28th year, and has 

now been expanded to locations in upstate 
New York and Los Angeles, and is currently 
managed by myself and my business partner 
Graham Stewart,” says Lowe.

The show at the Lennon, Weinberg 
gallery featured several panels of Lowe’s 
sketches, some of them prototypes for his 
larger, color paintings that adorned the walls 
of the gallery, situated in an upbeat, art-deco 
neighborhood which gallery owner Jill 
Weinberg says was run-down, consisting of 
mostly garages and body shops, when the 
gallery opened 25 years ago.

“Robin’s paintings have an interest-
ing effect on the gallery space,” says gallery 
owner Jill Weinberg. “In addition to being 
beautiful, they somehow perforate the white 
walls of the gallery and open to the viewer 
this expansive place that Robin has created, 
where beach meets sea and sea meets sky.”

At the far end of the gallery, Lowe’s Pink 
Road (2012, oil on linen), with its captivating 
panorama of a pastel-colored road undulat-
ing over a beach landscape and leading off 
in the distance into the sea, provided a focal 
point for the room and its more than 100 
visitors on opening night last week.

“My family had a place in South 
Orleans, Cape Cod, where we would 
migrate to each summer, and my first glance 
of this beach road leading down to the water 
as we drove down over the bluff each year 
was a joy, and the image resonated with me,” 

says Lowe.
Q & A with Artist Robin Lowe
DANIELS: Can you name (one or 

more) teaching influences in your life and 
work as an artist?

LOWE: I look at the development of 
an artist as the combining of two equally 

important elements into a fluent language, 
one being the intellectual development of an 
artist which can be facilitated both in school 
and with life experience, and the other the 
development of a language or medium 
whose foundation can be laid in school and/
or through observation and practice. My first 
and most influential teacher on the intellec-
tual end was my mother, who went back to 
school when I was eleven years old, earned 
her Ph.D. in English Literature and taught 
in several universities. When we were very 
young, my brother and I were required to 
read literature at home and to write. My 
mother turned me on to Faulkner, Tennessee 
Williams, Cheever, Updike, and several other 
great American masters of prose, giving me a 
narrative foundation that I have always used 
as a visual artist.

I have many years of technical training 
as an artist, but I think the most concentrated 
and disciplined time I spent studying and 
practicing both technique and art history 
was the four years I spent with Blanche Hoar 
at the Hotchkiss School. Though considered 
by many to be overbearing and extremely 
critical, I had a rapport with her that allowed 
me to gain the foundation that I needed and 
to begin to understand and experiment with 
the creative process. I was lucky enough to 

take part in a senior class called Survey of Art 
History led by Ms. Hoar—really a college 
101-level course--with a handful of other 
art students, who are professional artists 
today, in what would be Ms. Hoar’s comple-
tion of her first cycle of teaching the same 
class and group of students from first year to 
graduation.

DANIELS: You went to art school 
in Paris? Can you talk a little about this 
experience?

LOWE: Before completing high 
school, Blanche Hoar had encouraged me to 
take a year off before attending college, and 
to travel in Europe and experience first-hand 
some of the art and architecture that we 
had studied in her art program. I did in fact 
follow her advice, which led me to spending 
more time in Europe later on. One of these 
visits was for a year, in which I attended the 
American Academy directly after receiving 
my B.F.A. from the University of Colorado. 
My experience there was unusual for a 
student of my age since, I was engaged to and 
lived with a French professor whose gigantic 
family lived just south of Paris. Many of my 
weekends were spent immersed in the events 
of this family and French culture from an 
intimate family perspective.

Afterwards, we went our separate ways 
and I began to spend the days painting in 
my studio flat near the Place d’Italie and then 
roaming the streets of Paris at night often 
hanging out at a jazz bar on Montmartre, 
all the time paying attention to the centuries 
of layered architecture that Paris has to offer. 
By this time, school was playing less of a role 
in my life than experiencing the obscure 

corners of Paris that so many other artists 
before me had walked in had become more 
alluring. I began to read French literature 
from Sartre, Camus, Gide, and Genet. This 
prolonged stay in France allowed me to see 

from the perspective of another culture and 
therefore to capture a greater insight into art 
created by other cultures.

DANIELS: Can you talk about who 
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some of your artistic influences were, and are?
LOWE: Both Balthus and Hopper 

would be the most obvious influences. What 
set them apart from other painters of their 
generation and what makes them still so fresh 
and relevant today is what has intrigued me 
about both painters, who each upheld the 
“narrative in painting” when it was losing 
ground to new popular fashions in painting 
such as abstraction. Balthus and Hopper 
never separated the figure from its surround-
ings, but harmonized the merger of the two 
and were equally as comfortable removing 
the human figure completely. The intensity 
and subtitles of light sources were so skillfully 
handled by both painters that the effect of 
light alone could infinitely seduce any viewer.

The difference in their approaches was in 
the handling of narrative. His father being an 
art historian and his mother an artist and bon 
vivant, Balthus was submerged by his mother 
and father in the artistic high culture of Paris 
during the 1920s.On the contrary, Hopper 
was from the American northeast, born 
into a middle class, Baptist family. Hopper’s 
characters were always introverted and often 
depicted in a position of little consequence, 
whereas Balthus’ characters were meant to 
seduce the viewer, no matter what the conse-
quence (often scandalous). Both these artists 
achieved fluency as painters in their lifetimes, 
and their work has encouraged me to try to 
achieve the same.

DANIELS: Your wife is a professor of 
Philosophy for the European University, in 
Saas Fee, Switzerland. Is she an artist as well? 
How did you two meet?

LOWE: My wife, Sigrid Hackenberg 
(born to a Spanish mother and German 
father in Barcelona, Spain) is a professor 
of Art and Philosophy at the European 
Graduate School, Saas Fee, Switzerland. We 

met in NYC while both studying painting in 
graduate school at NYU. Sigrid has produced 
video art for almost three decades, and has 
shown her work internationally. Today, she 
writes on philosophy while teaching at the 
EGS and IDSVA 2. She has just published 

her first full-length book entitled, “Total 
History, Anti-History, and the Face That is 
Other”.

DANIELS: Your medium is oil 
painting. Do you use any special technique 
you can talk about?

LOWE: I have experimented with 
many different mediums in painting, includ-
ing empasto, and metallic paints, to painting 
on aluminum panels. I returned many years 
ago to the most traditional medium in 
painting, which includes oil paint with simple 
mixtures of linseed oil and turpentine. I paint 
on Belgian portrait linen stretched on wood 
stretchers and a surface prepared with gesso.

DANIELS: In your “Way of the Sea” 
exhibition, I see maritime-, coastline-, beach-, 
and nautical-based themes in some of your 
paintings. Can you talk about this a little?

LOWE: The last few exhibitions that I 
have had have all been based around a theme. 
One example is a group of paintings and 
drawings entitled, “Erehwon,” or nowhere 
spelled backwards, a title taken from a utopian 
novel, “Erewhon”, by Samuel Butler. Most of 
these images were inspired by an area in the 
western Catskills of New York, where my 
wife and I had just bought part of a farm. I 

think that this was mostly about escaping 
the city and going off the grid (I still have no 
cell service at my house, but the Internet has 
found me).

The title,”Way of the Sea,” is derived 
from the Latin term Via Maris, which is the 
modern-day name of an ancient trade route 
that ran from Egypt to Syria and what is now 

Turkey, Iran, and Iraq, passing through many 
countries and cities on the way. Today, this is 
often a very troubled area in the world, with 
several countries experiencing internal unrest 
as well as tension with their neighbors, not to 
mention troubles with the rest of the world. 
The one constant in this area is this road. All 
of my paintings in this exhibition contain the 
ocean in some form or the other and there 
are several images of roads, a constant in 
my subject matter, that either run by or into 
the sea. By removing the human element in 
the road paintings and focusing on the road 
itself, the tension is removed and there is a 
calming and reassuring spirit in these paint-
ings, perhaps helping us return to the natural 
origins of life.

DANIELS: Where have you exhibited?
LOWE: This is my 16th solo show, and 

I have been in many group shows ever since 
my early 20’s. In the New York area, I have 

shown with the AC Project Room, Tanya 
Bonakdar Gallery, the Aldrich Museum, 
New York Foundation for the Arts sand the 
Lennon Weinberg Gallery. I have shown with 
Marc Foxx Gallery in Los Angeles, Reflex/
Alex Daniels Gallery in Amsterdam, Victoria 
Miro Gallery, and the Saatchi Gallery in 
London.

DANIELS: You were a long-distance 
runner in high school and college, and cyclist. 
Do you still keep these sports up as a hobby, or 
competition? Do endurance sports help you 
in your professional and/or artistic formation? 
What are some of your other hobbies?

LOWE: Due to injury, I had to give up 
running after college and turned to swimming, 
cross country skiing and mountain biking. 
Four years ago, I ended up in the hospital. 
When I came out, I was ordered by my doctors 
not to go back to work at the company for two 
months. Still feeling the trauma of my illness, 
I began road biking, and never looked back. 
Today I ride for the CRCA Sid NYC’s racing 
team and am coached daily through the 
Internet. Because making art requires disci-
pline as well as mental and physical toughness, 
having been an athlete has provided me with 
the foundation, I need to push forward, even 
when I feel down and tired. Both the making 
of art and my bicycle training have helped me 
recover and find a new more positive direction 
for myself.

I have also hunted and fished most of my 
life, and since moving to the Catskills, I have 
become more active with hunting and fishing 
and have taken many trips to Newfoundland 
and upper Quebec. I love being in and expe-
riencing nature in those times when you are 

not normally outside, especially as the sun is 
coming up or when it is disappearing below 
the horizon. Seeing the Northern lights in 
Quebec beats any fireworks show I have ever 
seen. Two years ago, I took up the harmon-
ica, and often play together with a German 
painter in his Bushwick, Brooklyn Studio. 
Actually, playing an instrument has given 
me a greater appreciation for music, and has 
led me to listening to music that I otherwise 
would not have found.

DANIELS: What is your typical day 
like in Brooklyn?

LOWE: I wake up at six, prepare my 
coffee, do yoga, and ride up to Prospect for a 
workout. I am usually in the office by 10:00 
a.m., and go between the office and meeting 
with clients in Manhattan. In the evening, 
I either cook at home or enjoy one of the 
fabulous restaurants that Carroll Gardens (my 
hood for 26 years) has to offer. I usually spend 
the rest of the night home: drawing, reading, 
or watching sports, especially the Knicks and 
Rangers, whom I have been a fan of since the 
age of five.

Robin Lowe lives in Brooklyn with his wife 
Sigrid, their Belgian shepherd, Tarkov, and two 
cats who they adore and spoil to death. His exhibit, 
Way of the Sea, is on view through Nov. 2 at the 
Lennon, Weinberg Gallery at 514 W. 25th St., 
New York, NY 10001.

Based in Pleasantville, New York, Lee Daniels 
is an A⁄rts & Leisure writer for The Westchester 
Guardian and Yonkers Tribune and also works 
as an editor for the research department of Kiev, 
Ukraine-based ICU.

“All of my paintings in this exhibition contain the ocean in some form or the other 
and there are several images of roads, a constant in my subject matter, that either 
run by or into the sea. By removing the human element in the road paintings and 
focusing on the road itself, the tension is removed, and there is a calming and reas-
suring spirit in these paintings, perhaps helping us return to the natural origins 
of life.” --- Robin Lowe

Artist Robin Lowe Brings Way of the Sea to New York

PAINTING EXHIBITION

Continued from page 11

The Willow Weep
By NAJAH MUHAMMAD RYAN
Majestic and stout 
They sit upon the verdure
Each bearing wisdom of years upon years
The mighty oak, the gladiator
Charming cherry tree
The palm sings soft songs like calm lullabies
of all the spirited timber I have come to see
None have enticed me more than the Willow’s weep 
Captured my heart
Somewhat Devine
It’s silky sway like majesty
Her beauty like wine
This willow, my weeping willow
When harsh winds pass by 
her arms a sweeping billow

I like her dance amongst the 
storm’s chaos
And during a calm breeze
She remains her natural self
Always seems to be at ease
This willow, my weeping willow
She’s grown over the years
She uses her pain to protect 
others
Unique among her peers
Turned life’s lessons into a beautiful barricade
A falling nest
A nurturing shade
I’m here for you, you mustn’t be afraid
I love you still
Despite the mistakes you have made
Learn like I did and rest easy when you sleep
Then give back your wisdom like the willow weep 

 NAJAH’S CORNER
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
As I prepare for the initial 
episode of “The johnmac 
Radio Show” which I’ll host 
from my home, using a 
Macintosh MacPro, ear-

phones and a microphone, and Skype, I’m 
reminded of how much radio has changed.

Once we had learned to transmit signals 
over wires with the telegraph, we began to 
find ways to transmit without wires in a 
fashion a lot more powerful and universal 
than “smoke signals.” The early researchers 
in this area were not trying to transmit the 
human voice, as with the telephone, but 
rather to send signals and electrical charges.  
The goal of the effort was for a “wireless 
telegraph” as such well-known inventers as 
Thomas Edison and Nicholas Tesla had a 
go at it.

Although others may claim to the des-
ignation over the years, Guglielmo Marconi 
is considered by most to be the father of 
radio, having demonstrated successful radio 
transmission in 1895 and was awarded a 
British patent in 1896. He established a radio 
station on the Isle of Wight in 1897 and, in 
the same year, The Wireless Telegraph & 
Signal Company in Britain

Marconi shared the 1909 Nobel Prize 
in Physics with Karl Ferdinand Braun “in 
recognition of their contributions to the 
development of wireless telegraphy” and, 
although the United States Supreme Court 
in 1943 invalidated one of the Marconi 
patents, number 763,772 (1904), on the 
basis it had been anticipated by Tesla and 
others, Marconi is still considered by most 
to be the “Father of Radio” – he was not 
only an inventor but also an entrepreneur, 
businessman, and founder of a firm dedi-
cated to radio; all necessary actions in the 
development and popularizing of this new 
technology.

As the use of radio reached the United 
States, Westinghouse Electric launched 
radio station KDKA in Pittsburgh in 1920, 
considered the first commercial radio station 
in the world. As in Marconi’s case there are 
other claimants to such a designation and 
KDKA, now owned by CBS Broadcasting 
claims only that it is the “world’s first com-
mercially licensed radio station.”

Soon radio stations proliferated 
throughout the country, in the mid-1920s, 
the first networks of stations, The National 
Broadcasting Company (NBC) and The 
Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) 
arrived, and for the next thirty years, radio 
was the primary media used by citizens for 
news and entertainment (in a 1947 C. E. 
Hooper survey, 82 out of 100 Americans 

were found to be radio listeners).
President Herbert Hoover appeared on 

the Radio.
President Franklin Roosevelt gave his 

famous “Fireside Chats” on the radio.
Americans learned of the attack on 

Pearl Harbor through the radio.
Edward R. Murrow reported live from 

London rooftops turning air raids and estab-
lished an all-star team of reporters covering 
World War II.

New York Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 
read the comics over the radio during a 
newspaper strike.

H V Kaltenborn made national head-
lines (along with the Chicago Tribune) by 
incorrectly calling Thomas E. Dewey the 
winner of the 1948 presidential race over 
Harry S Truman (who publically mocked him 
for it).

People all over the country gathered by 
the radio weekly to listen to Walter Winchell 
(“Good evening, Mr. and Mrs. America and all 
the ships at sea.” This is Walter Winchell – Let’s go 
to press.”) and Drew Pearson. People listened 
daily to Fulton Lewis Jr., Kaltenborn, 
Edward P. Morgan and others.

The network news organizations were 
the prime purveyors of news reporting and 
opinion, with large budgets supporting 
national and international news bureaus and 
it held this position until television with its 
brilliant pictures eroded its position. 

In news reporting, the radio stations 
were competing with the long established 
newspapers for citizen attention. In the field 
of entertainment, they had no competition. 
The networks lured well-known Hollywood 
and vaudeville stars to the airwaves – Bob 
Hope, Jack Benny, Red Skelton, George 
Burns & Gracie Allen, Eddie Cantor, Judy 
Canova. Bing Crosby, Jimmy Durante, 
and Fred Allen, for example. Their great 
success meant advertisers, “sponsors,” for 
the shows, allowing the shows to pay “top 
dollar” for talent – and it was big news in 
1949 when Benny and Burns & Allen 
switched networks from NBC to CBS. 
(NBC had taken an earlier hit in 1944 when 
it was forced by the government to sell off one of 
its two networks, “NBC-Blue” to the American 
Broadcasting Company (ABC) in an anti-trust 
action).

If comedies and variety shows were 
big on radio so were dramas, mysteries, 
and westerns. While some, like the Lux 
Radio Theatre, were simply adaptions of 
successful movies (usually with the original 
stars), most were originally written for the 
airways and many drew nation-wide fans 
– suspense stories such as “Inner Sanctum” 
and “Suspense”; mysteries such as “The 

Shadow,” “Richard Diamond -- Private Eye,” 
“Man Against Crime,” “Gangbusters,” “I Love 
a Mystery” and many others. Those shows, 
like the many famous adventure shows for 
children, “The Lone Ranger,” “Sky King,” 
“Challenge of The Yukon,” “The Green Hornet,” 
“Little Orphan Annie,” “Captain Midnight” 
and “Terry and the Pirates,”  required the 
listener to envision the action that was being 
portrayed through the skill of the actor, 
enhanced by sound effects (I’ll never forget 
my father taking me to a broadcasting of “Mr. 
President,” a recurring historic drama hosted by 
Edward Arnold. I was amazed to see the actor 
and actors, dressed in suits and dresses, sitting 
around in chairs, and, where it was her or his 
lines, getting up, approaching the microphone 
and reading from scripts. This was not President 
Lincoln riding to Gettysburg! I was amazed, 
however, by the sound effects and, soon after, my 
parents bought me a sound affects kit.).

Many of the actors in the dramas were 
young actors making their way into the 
business but there were some veterans of the 
movies such as Arnold, Dick Powell and, 
Orson Welles, who took starring radio roles. 
The cost of supporting shows with stars like 
those and the variety stars listed above made 
this type of radio one that required a great 
deal of advertiser revenue to support it.

This revenue dried up as a new tech-
nology, television took over the living rooms 
of consumers and radio had to find a new 
outlet for its voice in the late 1950s and 60s 
– news and music. Music, bolstered by the 
emergence of “rock and roll” took over the 

airways and the shows were developed on 
a local rather than a network basis with the 
network only distributing mainly evening 
news programs. The disk jockeys were local 
stars like Alan Freed, Bruce Morrow, Jocko, 
Murray Kaufman, and others – well known 
in New York but little known in other venues 
(although Freed as the “King of Rock and Roll” 
did appear in movies related to the subject). The 
cost of doing business was much less but 
the profits were still there. Rather than have 
sound stages with stars on the payroll, guest 
stars, sound effects personnel, script handlers 
and other assorted cadre, the DJs sat alone in 
a studio supported by engineers. 

While radio had been used to dis-
seminate political and social opinion since 
its early days, Aimee Semple McPherson 
broadcast in the early 1920s and in the 
mid-1930s, Father Charles Coughlin’s radio 
broadcasts were reaching millions per week, 
the extent of it was minimal until WMCA 
(New York) DJ Barry Gray stopped playing 
music to interview guests and encouraged 
call-ins. From then on, talk and call-in shows 
became the nighttime platform for some 
stations with Jean Shepherd, Long John 
Nebel, Bob Grant, and Barry Farber gather-
ing large audiences.

These talk shows were in place and 
popular when the clearer tones of FM began 
attracting music devotees to that band rather 
than staying on the AM band which had 
been the distributing channel for radio since 
KDKA went on the air. The new talk shows 
of prominence, such as Rush Limbaugh and 
Sean Hannity, caught on to a wide sponsor-
ship of conservative business advertisers, 
not only anxious to get out the message of 

its company but also an overall conservative 
message; long convinced that the establish 
networks and newspapers had a “liberal 
bias”, new networks, such as “Clear Channel” 
come to the fore, both buying up existing 
stations and buying shows which they syn-
dicated to stations not their own.

Then, once again, technology came to 
fore – first with the introduction of Satellite 
Radio and then with Internet Radio. Satellite 
Radio, the merger of the two founding com-
panies, Sirius and XM, provides hundreds of 
stations (now called “channels” as TV stations 
have always been called) on a subscription 
basis to car and home receivers.

Internet Radio, on the other hand, is 
still looking for a monetizing strategy. There 
are many stations available throughout the 
Internet but most, if not all, have as a raison 
d’etre to simply get the broadcaster’s message 
out or promote other activities of the broad-
caster. Those providing the platforms, such 
as BlogTalkRadio, charge for both access 
and the tools that the broadcaster needs 
(except at the lowest level of access which is 
a method of getting the fledging broadcaster 
hooked for bigger things) but the broadcasters 
receive none of the revenue. The network 
which my show, “The johnmac Radio Show” 
airs through (Sunday evening at 7PM – 
schedule and URL at www.johnmac13.
com), Rapid Radio Network, is, to my 
knowledge, either the first or one of the 
first such networks on the Internet. While 
it uses the same BlogTalkRadio platform 
as the other show I occasionally appear on, 
“WHYT -- Westchester On The Level” (hosted 
by my Westchester Guardian editor, Hezi 
Aris, at http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
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By JOHN SIMON
George Kelly (1887-1974) 
was a reasonably prolific and 
more than reasonably suc-
cessful American playwright 
of the 1920s and 30s. Most 

of his plays are forgotten now, but three of 
them make occasional, not unwelcome reap-
pearances: “The Torch Bearers,” “The Show 
Off” and “Craig’s Wife.” But Jonathan Bank 
the Producing Artistic Director of the Mint 
Theatre, who specializes in resurrecting 
worthy plays languishing in neglect, has now 
given us “Philip Goes Forth” (1931), a lesser 
play but not unworthy of dusting off.

Like other plays by Kelly, it takes place 
among the more or less haute bourgeoisie 
of Philadelphia, his home town, and centers 
on Philip Eldridge, 23, son of a self-made, 
hugely prosperous businessman, the authori-
tarian Norman Eldridge. Philip gives up on 
working for father and proposes to follow 
his college dream of becoming a playwright, 
encouraged as he had been by admiring 
college chums. So far he has written nothing, 
but he decides to go to New York, where he 
claims more happens in ten minutes than in 
ten years at home, and potential drama lurks 
all around. When he declares himself to his 
father at a restaurant lunch, Norman leaves 
in a fury.

Surrounding Philip are his wise aunt 
Marion Randolph, who warns him about 
the danger of forsaking security for a highly 
elusive goal; his almost-girlfriend Cynthia, 

who encourages him with rash enthusiasm; 
and Cynthia’s mother, the widow Flossie 
Oliver, who keeps making trips to Paris 
with her reluctant daughter, and seems to 
endorse Philip’s scheme by pretending that 
just wanting to be a playwright is a guarantee 
of being one.

Act One very neatly sets up the clashing 
attitudes, even as Flossie and Cynthia leave 
for Paris, the girl now declaring her love for 
Philip, and he, emboldened, defies his father 
by determining to take off to New York, 
finding some sort of job, and writing plays 
in his spare time.

Thus Act Two finds him, six months 
later, at the boarding house of Mrs. Ferris, as 
Estelle Mace a former star of the New York 
stage, now running this establishment for 
struggling artists. She is the sober den mother 
to the likes of Tippy Shronk, once Philip’s 
college friend, with whom our hero now col-
laborates on a far-fetched, Chinese-themed 
symbolist fantasy; Miss Krail, a 30-year-old, 
rather weird but talented poetess; and Mr. 
Haines, a 40-year-old would-be-composer, 
whose talent seems limited to playing 
Chopin on the house piano, and who . . . 
but I mustn’t give away any more plot. All 
the characters from Act One reappear, and 
the story takes both some cozily predictable 
and some astonishing turns, adding up to a 
hardly major but quite enjoyable play.

Mint Theatre productions are usually 
flawlessly cast, but here, under Jerry Ruiz’s 
somewhat misguided direction, comedy is 

too often pushed into farce. As Philip, 
Bernardo Cubria is not very Philadelphian, 
and has a somewhat befuddled expression 
much of the time, but does summon up the 
necessary passion. Cliff Bemis, however, as 
his father, could not be more apt in looks, 
demeanor and utterance. Though somewhat 
excessively gushy as the extravagant Mrs. 
Oliver, Carole Healey does make her histri-
onics plausible enough.

As Mrs. Ferris, Kathryn Kate, who had 
to jump into the role at a week’s notice, is 
thoroughly persuasive as an unsentimen-
tal woman of staunch character, refusing 
to live in the theatrical past, and managing 
her wildly bohemian wards with judicious 
insight. If only she looked that stellar past 
a little bit more. Natalie Kuhn is a winning 
Cynthia, but both Rachel Moulton (Miss 
Krail) and Teddy Bergman (Shronk) are 
overdirected into caricature. Brian Keith 

MacDonald does justice to the small but 
important role of Haines.

Where the production comes to grief 
is in Christine Toy Johnson, of Chinese or 
Taiwanese descent, who in looks and manner 
is wide of the mark as Mrs. Randolph, the 
Philadelphia grande dame, and whose acting 
does not begin to bridge the distance. Finally, 
as two distinct domestics, Jennifer McVeigh 
fails to make them sufficiently different.

Unfortunate, too, is Steven C. Kemp’s 
boardinghouse set, in which even the upright 
piano assumes the jarringly turquoise color 
of the surroundings. Carisa Kelly’s costumes 
are almost defiantly period, nearly out-Kel-
lying her namesake. All in all, though, one 
can have an amiable time with this probably 
autobiographical, ultimately engaging play.

Less fortunate is Bernard Kops’s 
“Playing Sinatra” at the proudly offbeat 
Theater for the New City. An elderly play-
wright of Dutch-Jewish parentage, Kops 
grew up in impoverished East London, but 
turned into the respected author of 28 plays, 
much radio drama, nine novels and seven 
poetry volumes.

Middle-aged Sandra Lewis has sac-
rificed herself looking after her mentally 
challenged brother Norman, who will not 
even step out of the large, ramshackle house 
the siblings have inherited. Theirs is a bizarre, 
frustrating, but just barely tolerable existence, 
cemented by a shared adoration of Frank 
Sinatra, whose recordings and pictures are 
all over the place and whose life they tend 
to reenact.

But Sandra stumbles on, or is secretly 
picked by Phillip de Groot, a feckless 

American, who joins the household in a 
curious ménage a trois, promising a brilliant 
future but actually defrauding the enamored 
Sandra. The play progresses by twists and 
turns, some predictable, some staggering, 
but is helped by good acting from Richard 
McElvain and Katharine Cullison, as 
well as Austin Pendleton as the scheming 
American.

Decently directed by Kelly Morgan on 
Jeffrey Pajer’s monumentally atmospheric 
set, this is definitely theater for seekers of 
the curious. A mostly unlikely story but one 
infused with an insidious fascination, the 
show is like a meal at some exotic restaurant 
whose outlandish cuisine may score by its 
otherness, however heavy on the grumbling 
stomach.

Photos by Rahav Segev and courtesy of www.
Photospass.com

Mint Theater, 311 West 43rd Street, 3rd Floor, 
New York, NY 10036. Box Office: (212) 315-
9434; (866) 811-4111. http://minttheater.org

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

Philip Leaves Philly
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Bernardo Cubria and Natalie Kuhn.

Bernardo Cubria and Teddy Bergman. Rachel Moulton and Brian Keith MacDonald.Bernardo Cubria and Cliff Bemis. Carole Healey and Christine Toy Johnson.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Most air travelers are crea-
tures of habit, flying the same 
small set of airlines over and 
over.

This phenomenon 
can be a necessity, especially for people who 

live near small airports served by only one or 
two carriers. It can be a trap, set by airlines 
that control “fortress hubs” like Atlanta and 
Cincinnati (Delta), Dallas-Fort Worth 
(American) and Chicago’s O’Hare (split 
between American and United). It can be a 
conscious decision, if one that is often manip-
ulated by a desire to rack up points in a single 

airline’s loyalty program.
But often it’s just a rut. We fly the same 

airline all the time, and as a result, we don’t 
know how the other half lives. I have my own 
personal airline favorites, concentrating my 
domestic travel on JetBlue on the East Coast, 
Southwest in the West, and Virgin America 
on long coast-to-coast flights when I want 
access to Wi-Fi. You will note that none of 
the big legacy carriers are on my list.

So it was an unusual itinerary that put 

me on United flights from Salt Lake City 
to Newark, N.J., last weekend, connecting 
via Denver. I had a chance to see what I have 
been missing.

First, I have been missing fees for 
checking a bag. Southwest allows two free 
checked bags per flight. JetBlue allows one. 
On United and its big-airline peers, unless 
you carry the airline’s branded credit card, 
have a certain level of frequent-flyer status, pay 
for a first-class ticket, or otherwise indirectly 

pay for the privilege of not trying to cram all 
your worldly goods into an overhead bin, you 
are going to pay at least $25 to check a bag. 
More if the bag is too big. Such fees have been 
around for years.

When you check in, the United kiosk 
will tell you if your flight is overbooked. I ran 
into overbooked flights in both directions on 
this trip, with Delta on the outbound and 
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United on the return. The airlines offered to 
compensate volunteers with travel vouchers. 
JetBlue never overbooks, on the theory that 
once a seat has been sold there is no need to 
sell it again. Southwest very rarely overbooks. 
On an overbooked flight, if enough volunteers 
do not step forward, someone who has a ticket 
is going to be left unhappily behind.

There are no assigned seats on Southwest, 
so there are no premium-priced seats. JetBlue 
charges extra for “Even More Space” seats and 
will let you buy your way onto the speedier 
security line for $10 on many flights. United 
took the premium-pricing to a different level. 
The check-in kiosk displayed every open 
seat on my flights, each with its own price to 
upgrade. An aisle seat in the exit row cost $40 
on the 90-minute flight to Denver. I wanted 
to catch up on some badly needed sleep in 
relative comfort, so I took it. Other seats that 
had no obvious benefit over my previously-
booked accommodations carried smaller 
premiums. I did not see any seats I could 
take for free, so I guess it costs money just to 
change your mind.

My upgraded seat did not come with 
earlier boarding. I was in Group 5 getting 
onto my flight. They ought to call it Group 
L, for last. I was in Group 5 on the longer 
Denver-Newark flight, too. Only about a 
dozen passengers were relegated to that group. 
I told the gate attendant that we were the kids 
nobody wanted to sit with at lunch. His laugh 

told me I was right.
JetBlue and Southwest give away free 

snacks on virtually all their flights. (I can’t 
speak from experience about really short hops, 
because I always drive rather than take such 
flights.) JetBlue also sells meals. In coach on 
United, there was no free food at all on the 
three-and-a-half hour flight to Newark. The 
hardworking flight attendants were in the 
aisle with the food and beverage carts, selling 
packaged meals and snacks, for the first two 
hours after we leveled off. This made it diffi-
cult for passengers to move around the cabin 
if, for example, they wanted to reach the 
coach-class lavatories at the rear of the Boeing 
737. Coach passengers were thus sent traips-
ing to the first-class lav, which probably did 
not thrill the passengers up front who expect 
not to wait on line to use the facilities.

JetBlue never uses carts, and thus does 
not block the aisles on its aircraft. Flight 
attendants carry drinks on trays, and are good 
at squeezing past customers in the aisles.

There was no Internet or television 
on the short hop to Denver. The aircraft on 
the longer flight had television with a much 
wider choice of DirecTV channels than is 
available on JetBlue. (Southwest has no tele-
visions.) But JetBlue’s television channels are 
free, except for movies on its domestic flights. 
Since I did not want to pay $8 (it would have 
been $6 on a shorter flight), my United screen 
was dark – not even a flight progress monitor 
was offered gratis.

United’s cloth chair in coach was thinly 
cushioned. That’s not a big problem for me, 
since I carry a fair amount of built-in padding. 

But I did miss the comfortable leather 
chairs that are standard on my three favorite 
domestic lines.

Still, I arrived safely, on time, together 
with my belongings. That’s what we expect 
in commercial air travel and that is, most of 
the time, what we get. The United staff was 
friendly and as accommodating as the airline’s 
rules allowed.

I suppose United won the biggest 
contest of all: It had the schedule that allowed 
me to get from Utah to New Jersey at the time 
I wanted to travel. My favorite airlines did not, 
so United got my business. Whatever the 
shortcomings in their product, the big airlines 
always have the advantages that come with 
being big.

In the end, I was glad to have a chance to 
try the competition for a change. It let me see 
what I have been missing. Now I know: I have 
not been missing much.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a sophis-
ticated client base since 1986. After six years with 
Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and family wealth 
planning, he founded his own firm in Hastings on 
Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily 
and became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 
and to Atlanta in 2008.
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WALL STREET
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By BOB MARRONE
Words matter. Thus the quo-
tation marks around the key 
word in the header and the 
deliberate selection of the 
modifier preceding the word 

payoffs. Those details should do nicely to keep 
the libel lawyers of my back. Words matter, or 
do they?

A couple of days ago I settled into my 
airline seat for the trip to Florida where I 
was headed for a relaxing visit with my sister 
who, by reason of age and familial attrition, 
has inherited the position of family matri-
arch. She fills the role well. Her life has been 
a monument to reason, mothering, grand-
mothering and kindness. I was relaxed and 
happy as we pulled from the gate. My joy 
ended before the Airbus 320 lifted off the 
tarmac.

As a media type and confirmed news 
junky, I had on my lap a stack of the day’s 

newspapers and copies of Time and Atlantic 
magazines. For me, it usually does not get 
any better; and it was so until I got to the 
Wall Street Journal. Since it is true that even 
the most iconic news organizations have a 
political leaning one way or the other, the 
Wall Street Journal is my tonic when I want 
a business friendly, center right take on the 
markets. So know that I was not perusing the 
London Guardian or reading Paul Krugman 
when my relaxed body was jolted by headlines 
as if our airliner had hit a supersonic speed 
bump on the runway.

“J.P. Morgan Offers $3 Billion to End 
Probes,” rocked me as if we had hit an air 
pocket at 35,000 feet. Next up, “Prosecutors 
Pursue Big Settlement With SAC Capital.” 
The government is looking for somewhere 
between $1.5 and $2 billion on this one. It felt 
like the airplane was rolling over cobblestone. 
I hung on as my eyes flew into yet more rough 
air. Another item focused on ICAP, PLC, 
one of the firms who have had to cough up 

about $2.5 billion over the Libor scandal. In 
this case, at least, there was talk of criminal 
prosecutions. Nonetheless, I got my barf bag 
out, as I paged into the Global Finance 
section. I needed it. “Bank of America’s 
Countrywide Unit Accused of Fraud…,” led 
the sub-headline, about the bank’s alleged 
effort to mislead Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, in a program they called the ‘Hustle.’ Do 
you want more? Well let’s bring it home, then. 
The next story down led with, “Prosecutor 
Urges Action on High-Speed Insider Trading,” 
featuring New York State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman’s call for federal action on 
insider trading.

Okay, no more. I will get to the point.
The names of the companies shown 

above are presumably brands you can trust; 
run by people you want to believe in. Jamie 
Dimon, he of the $6 billion London Whale 
loss (last week the bank paid out another 
$920 million to settle regulatory claims in this 
case), is offering the Department of Justice 
a cool $3 billion to lay off their probes of 
the bank’s allegedly misleading investors in 
the mortgage-backed securities market, and 
other reportedly alleged transgressions. Did 
I mention that they also forked over another 

The ‘Bribe’ Tribe
A Rough Flight - Wall Street’s Legal Payoffs
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$410 million to settle allegations of manipu-
lating the energy markets in California? They, 
of course, admitted no wrong doing. And just 
to show you how these figures warp any sense 
of proportionality, I almost left out the mere 
$80 million dollars the bank paid to settle 
London Whale related credit card practices. 
Keep in mind, I am still writing and can edit it 
up a few lines. But I think it has a better effect 
as an almost footnote.

$80 million is almost chump change. 
Let me spell it out: Eighty million dollars, or 
$80,000,000.00.

I remember when I was with Merrill 
Lynch; the firm settled a case with California’s 
Orange County for $500 million, admitting 
no wrong doing. The case is history now, and 
was punctuated by the firm’s fight to keep 
grand jury testimony secret. The judge in the 
case wanted to release it in what the court felt 
was the public good, since the settlement pre-
cluded much of the details of the case from 
being known. Merrill won. In any case, even 
as a loyal soldier at the time, it left a funny taste 

in my mouth and the mouths of many other 
people at the company. Today, it does not 
leave a bad taste. Rather it is simply the cost 
of doing business.

And so, there continues to be wrong 
doing and there will continue to be settle-
ments without admitting wrong doing, 
because money does for Wall Street what 
Lourdes does for sick people, and priests do 
for confessors. It cleanses and heals.

Words matter, or do they? Are these 
bribes? Are these payoffs? What are they?

had hoped to make myself feel better 

after all the turbulence by picking up my copy 
of Atlantic. There was a story about how the 
NFL is tax exempt. It went on to add that 
the money it makes is earned, tax exempt, in 
stadiums funded mostly by tax payers.

I was thinking about leaping out of the 
plane when I remembered that the doors 
won’t open under pressurization. So I clutched 
the New York daily papers with the hope of 
reading the sports section. I was interrupted 
by headlines dealing with a United States 
senator doing his best to see that poor and 
sick people will not have access to health care 
because it will cost too much.

I was done, and so, I thought, was the 
brain filler needed for this column, when the 
sinking feeling in my gut told me that the 
plane had entered a spiral death dive. The loss 
of lift came courtesy of yet another headline, 
this at the bottom of the business section of 
the New York Post, “JPMorgan mulls $11B 
mortgage payoff.” The “B” is not a misprint 
- $11 billion.

I went to the bathroom and thought 
how much I needed to see my sister.
Bob Marrone is an author and freelance writer.
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GovernmentSection
COURTS

Judge Rules Plaintiffs in Atlantic Yards Legal Case Entitled to Fees
Forest City Ratner Must Pay Developer, State Must Compensate Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, Other Community Groups
NEW YORK, NY—New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Marcy S. Friedman 
ruled on Thursday, September 26, 2013, that 
the Empire State Development Corporation 
(“ESDC”) is liable for legal fees incurred by 
community groups that sued successfully 
to compel a supplemental environmental 
impact study (SEIS) for the second phase 
of Forest City’s controversial Atlantic Yards 
project.  She referred the parties to a referee 
to determine the amount of the award, which 
under an agreement with ESDC, Forest City 
Ratner will then have to pay.

The ruling was issued by New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Marcy S. Friedman, 
who in July of 2011 held that the second phase 
of the Atlantic Yards project must undergo 
re-analysis because of significant changes in 
the originally claimed 10-year construction 

timeline.  Justice Friedman noted that this 
review “should lead to ‘consideration of alter-
natives [to the currently proposed project] that 
may more effectively meet the ostensible goal 
of the project to alleviate blight and create 
affordable and market-rate housing with less 
adverse environmental impacts.’”  ESDC and 
Forest City Ratner lost their appeal of Justice 
Friedman’s ruling at the Appellate Division, 
and the Court of Appeals, New York’s highest 
court, refused to hear the case.  The ESDC, 
the quasi-governmental entity overseeing 
the project, has yet to issue the draft SEIS 
required by the courts.

In reaching her decision that the plain-
tiffs were entitled to their attorneys fees as the 
prevailing party, Justice Friedman expressly 
denounced ESDC’s claim that it was justified 
in continuing to use a ten year timeline when 

its own Development Agreement with Forest 
City Ratner reflected a buildout of up to 30 

years, calling the claim “no small audacity, in 
light of the court’s prior findings . . [including] 
the ESDC’s ‘deplorable lack of transparency.’”

“Justice Friedman’s ruling today is 
another reminder of the sordid 10-year 
history of the Atlantic Yards project, which 
to this day has largely failed to deliver on the 
promises that were used to sell it to the people 
of New York,” said Candace Carponter, 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn’s legal 
director.  “We’re gratified by today’s decision, 
but the fact remains that, as Justice Friedman 
suggests, had the ESDC and Forest City 
Ratner not knowingly misrepresented the 
facts to the court, the entire Atlantic Yards 
project, including the heavily subsidized 
Barclays Center, would never have gotten off 
the drawing board.”

“Justice Friedman has rendered a strong 

decision that vindicates what the community 
has been saying for a long time.  One can 
only wonder whether this project would have 
ever moved forward if, as Justice Friedman 
noted, ESDC had disclosed the project’s true 
timeline”, said Jeffrey S. Baker, lead attorney 
for Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn and a 
partner in Young, Sommer LLC.  “It is time 
for ESDC to finally engage in an open and 
honest process that considers the full range of 
alternatives for Phase II of this project, not just 
the interests of Forest City Ratner.”

SOURCE: DEVELOP DON’T 
DESTROY BROOKLYN leads a broad-
based community coalition fighting for 
development that will unite our communities 
instead of dividing and destroying them.

Forest City Ratner CEO Bruce Ratner.
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Annual Fall Ritual
By MARY C. MARVIN
It is that time of year again 
when we begin fall leaf 
collection and again ask resi-
dents to mulch the leaves in 
place on lawns. The annual 

fall ritual of disposing leaves curbside is 
actually wasteful, expensive and unnecessary.

Leaf pick-up costs regularly top $100K 
per season and that does not include the 
additional cost of repairing clogged drains as 
rainstorms send the leaves directly into our 
storm sewer system.

Mulching in place will also greatly elimi-
nate the need for leaf blowers which may be 

used again in the Village starting on October 
1st. Leaf blowers not only generate significant 
noise and particulate matter, but the power of 
the engine at 150 mph – 200 mph is akin to a 
jet plane and will systematically remove layers 
of soil leaving yards pristine but extremely 
unhealthy.

If you choose not to participate in the 
mulch in place initiative, leaves must remain 
at curb’s edge but on private property so our 
vacuum track can easily collect them. Yard 
waste such as branches and shrub trimmings 
cannot be comingled with the leaves as they 
will clog the leaf truck. They should be placed 
curbside in biodegradable bags.

One of the Village’s newest initiatives 

for fall is our “Salute to Seniors Day”, a joint 
tribute recognizing the loyalty and contri-
butions that our senior citizens make to the 
Village on a daily basis. The Bronxville Senior 
Citizens organization, Gramatan Village, 
Village government and the Chamber of 
Commerce have collaborated to honor our 
seniors on September 28th with a ceremony 
at 9AM at Village Hall followed by a day of 
activities and “Senior Specials” throughout 
our business district. This formal thank you 
is long overdue and hopefully will become a 
yearly event.

The fall also signals the return of all the 
children to our Village for school and play. In 
order to increase the safety of all those now 
walking about the Village, our Village-wide 
speed limit is 30 mph, the lowest allowed by 
New York State. The only exemption is the 20 

mph permitted in marked school zones. Any 
further speed reduction requires New York 
State legislation which must be predicated 
on documented evidence of accident rates, 
speeding data and traffic volume, something 
the Village cannot demonstrate.

In addition, the Village cannot install 
“Children at Play” or “Slow Children” signs 
because State and Federal standards reject 
their use as they openly suggest that playing in 
the street is acceptable and give children a false 
sense of security. On the other hand, signs that 
alert drivers to playgrounds are encouraged 
because the parks are often located in places 
where a reasonable driver would not expect 
a large group of children. Sagamore Park is a 
prime example.

In the same vein of safety concerns, 
bicycles may only be ridden on Village 

sidewalks if the rider is under 11 years of age. 
No one is allowed to ride bicycles or skate 
boards on the sidewalks in our two Village 
business districts.

In addition, per New York State Law, 
when a pedestrian is in any of the Village’s 
crosswalks, cars must yield in both direc-
tions. However, when crossing in mid-street, 
pedestrians must yield the right of way to all 
vehicles on the roadway.

The Village is also very concerned about 
the safety of our teenagers in all aspects of 
their lives. They bring great joy to the Village 
with all their academic, musical, dramatic and 
athletic talents.

Unfortunately, as in many other com-
munities, Bronxville is experiencing an earlier 
on set of teenage drinking, and laws relating to 
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By RICH MONETTI
On Saturday morning 
September 21st, United 
States Representative Sean 
Patrick Maloney congre-
gated for an office visit of 

sorts outside of the Katonah Restaurant 
with about 50 engaged citizens. The 
Democrat, elected to his first term last 
November, made no effort to conceal the 
politics of his persuasion. He also made no 
bones about revealing a more important 
operational bias in the highly contentious 
nature of Washington partisan politics.

“I will always take a solution and com-
promise over doing nothing,” he asserted.

At the same time, he held out hope 
that the present stalemated situation cannot 
last forever. “At the end of the day, the 
American people will say enough, he said.”

The signs – especially in consideration 
of the incoming class of 2012 – point that 
way in his estimation. “There’s a growing 
group of us who don’t agree perfectly on the 
issues, but we agree on working together to 
get things done,” he said.

The holdouts are, of course, found 
in the Tea Party Republicans and the 
upcoming vote on immigration will be very 
telling. Having 68 votes in the senate, broad 
popular consensus on a border fence and 
an earned path to citizenship, he hopes the 
stalling lawmakers start to see the light. If 
not, he says, “it’s all on these 80 members 
holding up everything.”

Of course, Obamacare is more than 
enough to make the Tea Party simmer, and 
in certain aspects, Congressman Maloney is 
right there with them. But rationality has 
him breaking with the idea that the country 
should go back to the drawing board. 
“Why throw out the whole thing and have 
another big fight,” he says.

As proof, he’s voting with Republicans 
on areas that are unworkable, inefficient 
and wasteful but praised what the early 
numbers are showing. “Premiums are 
coming down, and that creates a larger risk 
pool to strengthen the overall situation,” he 
says.

Confronted with the concern from a 
senior that people are being forced off their 
coverage, he again conceded problems, but 
elevated fixing the problems above what 
Paul Ryan proposes. “It’s a $20,000 cap and 
good luck to you,” he said.

Maloney also put to rest the idea that 
Congress members and staff can opt out of 
the Affordable Care Act. “That is flat out 
misinformation,” he verified.

As for the recent $20 Billion cut to 
food stamps, he believes the House passage 
is a “punitive, mean spirited” demonstration 
of Republican excess. On the other hand, 
he’s confident that the Senate can pass a 
$4-8 Billion slashing of “smart, workable” 
cuts that will eventually see the ink of the 

President’s pen
A similar cutting action 

was what a vocal constitu-
ent angled for in terms of the 
the student loan crisis. But 
Congressmen Maloney took 
a broader view of the problem 
in response. “We really need to 
address the cost of college,” he 
said.

That could in part be 
done through ranking colleges 
on their ability to turn degrees 
into jobs and requiring schools 
to publically outline the 
reasons for hikes in tuition. 
Otherwise, he posed the idea 
of tying debt forgiveness and 
reducing costs for students to 

national service. Either way, the 
easy accessibility to college is a necessary 
investment in America’s future that requires 
the country get its finances in order, he said.

Finally, before the rains came, 
Congressman Maloney was prompted on 
the situation in Syria. His deep reserva-
tion on any military action was mirrored by 
a similar outcry from constituents. But he 
nonetheless remained mum as the situation 
played out in the Oval Office. “I didn’t want 
to undermine the President,” he said.

Pleased that the situation has calmed, 
he believes that the diplomacy that is taking 
place is a far better way to remove the 
weapons than lofting missiles.

Still, he does not hold the end game 
in any doubt. “There’s no question that the 
Syrian government did this, and they have 
to be held accountable,” he concluded with 
the raindrops.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

underage drinking in Westchester County are 
strict and punitive.

For example, Westchester County has a 
“Social Host Law” that states in essence, that 
any adult that becomes aware that minors are 
drinking on their premises and fails to take 
action can be punished by fine or imprison-
ment. In addition, if someone who drank on 
your property subsequently injures someone 
while drinking, civil and criminal liabilities 
can attach.

Bronxville, like most communities, also 
has an “Open Container Law”, with viola-
tors subject to fines and community service. 
However, in addition, under the State’s 
Beverage Control Law, there is no require-
ment that the container be open or even 
physically in one’s hand. As a consequence, 
everyone under the age of 21 who is at a 
party or in a car where alcohol is present can 
be deemed violating the law. This is a classic 
example of guilt by association.

It is also important to note that New 
York State has a zero tolerance policy for 
drivers under 21 impaired by alcohol. Any 
level of impairment subjects the driver to a 

formal DMV hearing and possible license 
revocation.

Please know that our Police Department 
can be a valuable resource to any child or 
parent. Officers frequently conduct round 
table discussions with families when any kind 
of substance abuse is suspected. Our youth 
officers have special training and are extremely 
qualified to assist families in any way.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, consider directing your perspective by 
directing email to mayor@vobny.com.

MAYOR MARVIN

POLITICS

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney Talks Up Citizens in Katonah

Sean Patrick Maloney.

Annual Fall Ritual
Continued from page 16

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2011/05/mayor-marvins-column-by-mary-c-marvin.html
mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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sec-anitabarnes

FCA §§ 1035, 1036, 1055 form 10-7c    (Summons-Child Neglect
[NOTE: May be served outside New York State]                         Proceeding)    
                                                                                                             (8/2010)

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
*******************************************
In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article
10 of the Family Court Act 
          
BABY BOY BARNES (CIN#                )                                             Docket No. NN- 9842-13  
by                                                                                                         SUMMONS                       
                                                                                                             (Child Neglect Case)
ANITA BARNES,                                               (1022 REMOVAL)

                                   Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR 
LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN). IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS IN FOSTER 
CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY 
LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT 
GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PUR-
POSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE AGENCY MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 
15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND 
CONVINCING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE 
YOUR  PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPON-
DENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD(REN) SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/
HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE 
CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIF-
TEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED 
TO FILE A PETITION(S) FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND 
COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PUR-
POSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS 
WITH THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:

ANITA BARNES ( Mother)
Last Stated Address:
27 Claremont Avenue, 6H
Mount Vernon, New York

and to [specify name(s) and address(es) and relationship to child(ren)]:  

N/A

 A Petition under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court, and 
annexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 10601, on NOVEM-
BER 8, 2013, at 9:30 o’clock in the  morning  afternoon  of that day to answer the petition 
and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for your arrest 
and/or the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the petition as provided 
by law. 

Dated:  August 31, 2013.  

_____/s/_________________
        Clerk of Court

 

L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY authority filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/5/13. NY 
off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, 
NY 10514. NJ address of LLC: 400 Interpace 
Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ 07054. Arts of org. 
on file with NJ Secretary of State P.O. Box 300 
Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

THE LANGUAGE PARLOR, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/27/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Registered 
Agent United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228.

TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 142 Lincoln Ave 
Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY author-
ity filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/6/13. 
Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. NY off. Loc. in 
Westchester Co. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 517RG LLC  Robert 
A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY 10514. NJ 
address of LLC: 24 Westminster DR Montville, 
NJ 07045. Arts of org. on file with NJ Secretary 
of State P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity. 

NEMO’S VENTURE I LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 317 Cantitoe St Bedford 
Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
Registered Agent Robert Nemeth 317 Cantitoe St 
Bedford Hills, NY 10507.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Cleared Photo LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 7/10/2013. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: E.Torres 
1851 Highbrook Street Yorktown Heights, NY 
10598. Purpose: any lawful activity.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC PO Box 359 New 
Rochelle, NY 11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Seven, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is designated as 
agent upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/her to 
DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity

 
NOTICE OF FORMATION

Merritt Capital and Consulting LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed with Secy of State (SSNY) on April 18, 2013. 
Office Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail copy of process against LLC to 
principal business address: 5 Pheasant Dr., Ar-
monk, NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Six, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is designated as 
agent upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/her to 
DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
----------------------------------------------------------Index No.:  54815/2012    
DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc.,                                                          Filed: 9/19/13
 
                                  Plaintif,                                                                                 
    
                           

                  -against-  

George J. Lambert, Westchester  County Public Administrator,  as Administrator for the 
estate of James W. Lancia, his/her respective heirs-at-law, next-of-kin, distributees, execu-
tors, administrators, trustees, devisees, legatees, assignees, lienors, creditors, and suc-
cessors in interest and generally all persons having or claiming under, by or through said 
defendant   who may be deceased, by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise, any right, 
title or interest in the real property described in the complaint herein, Janice M. Lancia, 
as heir to the Estate of James W. Lancia, James Lancia III, as heir to the Estate of James 
W. Lancia, United States of America, New York State Department of Taxation and Finance,   

                                   Defendants.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------X

TO THE ABOVE NAMED  DEfENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy 
of your Answer or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a Notice of Ap-
pearance on the attorneys for the plaintif within  twenty (20) days after service of this Sum-
mons, exclusive of the day of service; or within thirty (30) days after service is complete if 
this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York; or within sixty 
(60) days if it is the United States of America. In case of your failure to appear or answer, 
judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $596,000.00 
and interest, recorded in the office of the clerk of the County of Westchester on November 
29, 2006 in Control No.: 462910308, Page covering premises known as 304 Warren Avenue 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing  the sale of the premises 
described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER  OF LOSING YOUR  HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on 
the attorney for the mortgage company  who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you 
and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose 
your home.

Speak   to  an  attorney or  go  to  the  court where  your  case  is  pending for  further infor-
mation on how to answer the summons and  protect your  property.

Sending a payment to your  mortgage company will not stop  this foreclosure action. 

YOU  MUST  RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY  OF  THE   ANSWER   ON  THE ATTORNEY  FOR  
THE   PLAINTIFF  (MORTGAGE  COMPANY) AND  FILING THE ANSWER  WITH THE  COURT.

Dated:  Bay Shore, New York
July 1, 2013                                                                      

TO:

United States of America- Internal Revenue Service
86 Chambers Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10007

New York State Department of Taxation and Finance
Harriman State Office Campus- Bldg 9, Albany, NY 12207

James Lancia III, as heir to the Estate of James W. Lancia
847 N. Hoyne Avenue, Apt 2F-N Chicago, IL 60622-4995

Janice M. Lancia, as heir to the estate of James W. Lancia
514 Warren Avenue, Mamaroneck, NY 10543-1333

George J. Lambert, Westchester County Public Administrator
111 Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Boulevard, 17th Floor, White Plains, NY 10601

SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS

Plaintiff designates 
Westchester County 
as the place of trial. 
Venue is based upon the County in which 
the mortgaged premises is situated.

Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, 
Weisman & Gordon, LLP
By Linda P. Manfredi, Esq.
(Attorneys for Plaintiff)
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706 
(631) 969-3100
Our File No.:  01-032797-FOO
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252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. 
Rent  

$900/Month 
2 Room Office Space:  

1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. En-
trance. 

Call 914.613.7487

ARTS & Craft Vendors 
Wanted

Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to 
be held indoors in Bronx-
ville, NY by Building 
Hope for the New Yon-
kers Animal Shelter New 
items only - contact: Ju-
lie 914-924-0708; Email: 
GingerJ415@aol.com 

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

Spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M) 
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8 
Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the Secy of State (SSNY) on 
June 26, 2013.  Off. Loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent for service on 
LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 16-J, Yonkers, 
NY 10701.   Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of formation of Coopers Dog 
Training LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/20/2013. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: 22 Yerkes Rd. N. 
Salem, NY 10560: purpose any lawful ac

EZRA STOLLER ARCHIVE, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
8/9/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 222 Valley Pl 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Stand Style Dis-
tillers, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 8/20/13. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
Stand Style Distillers, 38 East Devonia, 
Mount Vernon, New York 10552. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, 
NY 10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of JMS MOVING 
& DELIVERY SERVICES LLC.  Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 8/26/13.  Office 
location: Westchester County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to Junior M. Soogrim, 
601 Bellevue Ave N, Yonkers, NY 10703.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
mailto:GingerJ415@aol.com
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The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales � nal. No cash or credit card refunds.

BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222     GROUP SALES (914) 592-2225

LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

Sparks Are Flying at the WBT!

A battle of the sexes musical comedy bursting with 
wonderful Cole Porter songs and lots of laughs!
On Stage thru November 3

Take one 
hot tempered 
leading lady, 
put her onstage 
opposite her 
commanding 
ex-husband, 
and watch them 
feud and fuss 
as the fl ames of 
romance reignite!

SWINGIN’ BIG BAND HITS GLENN 
MILLER
ORCH E S T R A
MON., OCTOBER 21  

EVENING – $80 per person plus tax

TUES., OCTOBER 22
MATINEE – $64 per person plus tax

“A sophisticated evening of entertainment” 
                                                            – William Reynolds, YONKERS DAILY VOICE

“A smash hit at our own Westchester Broadway Theatre”
                                                                    – Sue Ann Witt, RISING PUBLICATIONS


