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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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Sparks Are Flying at the WBT!

A battle of the sexes musical comedy bursting with 
wonderful Cole Porter songs and lots of laughs!
On Stage thru November 3

Take one 
hot tempered 
leading lady, 
put her onstage 
opposite her 
commanding 
ex-husband, 
and watch them 
feud and fuss 
as the fl ames of 
romance reignite!

“A sophisticated evening of entertainment” 
                                                            – William Reynolds, YONKERS DAILY VOICE

“A smash hit at our own Westchester Broadway Theatre”
                                                                    – Sue Ann Witt, RISING PUBLICATIONS

TRIBUTE TO THE LEGENDARY TRIO

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29 Dinner & Concert – $80 per person plus tax

“THIS NATION
 UNDER GOD:”

Lincoln, Union, Faith, and War

photo by Frank Porcu

L incoln’s personal and political evolution from frontier child to 
iconic president also embraced several transformations in faith, 

religious af�liation, and reliance on God. Although most modern bi-
ographies make little of Lincoln’s religion and the recent �lm did not 
speci�cally deal with the subject, this talk will explore Lincoln’s poli-
tics and leadership through the prism of religious belief (and doubt). 

HAROLD HOLZER

FREE 
LECTURE 

OCTOBER 27, 2013, 2:30 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
AT THE MARYKNOLL MISSION CENTER
55 Ryder Road, Ossining, New York 10562

S P E A K E R S  S E R I E S 

RSVP: MaryknollSpeakersSeries@maryknoll.org
914.941.7636 ext. 2445 | DIRECTIONS: 914.941.7590

Sunday October 20, 2013
Yorktown Stage
1974 Commerce St.

Yorktown Heights, NY

Saturday October 26, 2013
Stepinac �eater

 Bowes Auditorium
950 Mamaroneck Ave.

White Plains, NY
For tickets, order online at www.taconicopera.org 

or call (855) 88-OPERA
This production is made possible, in part by the New York State Council on the Arts and  
Arts Westchester with funds from Westchester County, government, corporations, and individuals.

Winner of the 
2012 Arts Organization 
of the Year for Westchester County

NormaNormaFeatureSection

By HENRY J. STERN
It has been some months 
since we last wrote about 
New York City’s shifting 
political tides. During that 
time, there have been a 

number of reversals of fortune with regard 
to candidates and their prospects for reelec-
tion. There has been a greater willingness by 
the public this year to turn the rascals out 
than there was in the recent past. Reputations 
rise and fall. Reelection once appeared to be 
perfunctory in New York’s gerrymandered, 
machine controlled one-party districts. That 
is no longer the case, but there is still a long 
way to go on the road to fair and competitive 
elections.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, a 
landmark Federal law, was adopted a gen-
eration ago to offset attempts to suppress 
the popular vote or create obstacles for those 
who tried to vote. For many years this pattern 
of unofficial discrimination kept minority 
voters from the polls, thus diluting their 
political influence. In districts with substantial 
minority populations, election outcomes did 
not necessarily reflect the will of the majority 
of the voters.

There are no intentional extra-legal 
restraints to voting in New York City. The 
relatively low percentage of citizen partici-
pation here has been prompted in part by 
popular disillusionment with the political 
process. There is a perception of the futility of 
reformers’ efforts to change the existing insti-
tutions which determine the size and shape of 
districts, often shaping the electoral outcome 
to meet their political objectives.

The reasons for dissatisfaction in the 
election process have morphed over the years. 
In previous generations, it was election fraud, 
the sale of votes and a misreading of the vote 
totals on the machines. Today, it comes from 
cronyism, the establishment and growth of 
local political dynasties based on blood or 
marriage. We read dreary accounts of inves-
tigations, arrests, trials and convictions of 
elected officials for scandal, corruption, con-
flicts of interest and sexual improprieties with 
staff or social media followers. All of these 
have a negative effect on public regard for the 
political process.

At the retirement or removal of a legis-
lator or judge, his or her seat normally would 
be passed along to a hand-picked succes-
sor. Usually those who owed their political 
status, job and social networks to the machine 
were all too willing to carry out their leader’s 
agenda. This often consisted of bottling up 
legislation of which they disapproved, as well 

as passing bills they liked. Economic factors, 
to wit: bribes, also had a role on legislative 
results.

In north Brooklyn, more than a year 
of news reports about the sins of local 
Assemblyman Vito Lopez, along with 
censure by Speaker Sheldon Silver, and 
denunciation by other ambitious politicians 
culminated in Lopez’s abrupt resignation from 
the Assembly. This finally galvanized enough 
Democrats outside of his client blocs to deny 
him re-entry into the local government.

Throughout Brooklyn, voters assumed 
they ended the 24 year tenure of district 
attorney, Charles J. Hynes. He had been 
criticized for protecting the identity of 

accused child molesters and pursuing pros-
ecutions based on false evidence collected 
by unscrupulous investigators. Hynes is now 
running for election on the Republican and 
Conservative lines despite a lifetime in politics 
as a Democrat.

Across the city the comeback bid of every 
politician seeking redemption by reelection 
after sexual scandal was denied. Eliot Spitzer, 
Anthony Weiner, Vito Lopez and Micah 
Kellner, all political powerhouses in their day, 
were victims of this heightened scrutiny for 
indiscretions which years ago would not have 
resulted in expulsion.

In a reflection of general displeasure 
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By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON
The former head of the 
Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission last week 
said that emergency 
plans for a catastrophic 
event at the Indian 

Point nuclear power plant are not designed 
to ensure that residents will escape unhealthy 
doses of radiation and it would be best if the 
plant closes down.

Gregory Jaczko, who led the five-
member Commission during the triple 
meltdown of Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear station and resigned last year after 
intense clashes with the industry and the 
other four Commissioners, said in a wide-
ranging interview that:

Emergency plans for Indian Point only 
teach officials how to make the best deci-
sions in a bad situation and minimize the 
extent of contamination for those within 10 
miles of the Hudson River site. The plans 
will do nothing to protect the 21 million 
people living within 50 miles, including 
New York City, northern New Jersey, eastern 
Pennsylvania, and western Connecticut.

With the exception of Allison M. 
Macfarlane, his replacement as NRC Chair 
( http://bit.ly/YsPqgF ), the four commis-
sioners “were brought onto the Commission 
because they were more interested in looking 
at the impact of regulations on the industry 
rather than on the possible impact on the 
safety of the public.”

The agency’s risk assessment, which 
undergirds its regulatory structure and deter-
mines what practices are safe, is seriously 

flawed because of a basic assumption that 
worst case scenarios cannot happen. As a 

result, there is little thought given to the 
consequences of accidents – even though it 

is certain that some will occur.
Because the consequences of a 

meltdown at Indian Point are incalculably 
catastrophic, it would be best if the plant 
were closed.

“I’ve seen a lot of plants over the years 
battle states,” said Jaczko in his first extended 
interview since resigning in 2012 ( http://bit.
ly/JO1CXU ) . “Ultimately, time and effort 
would be better spent working out a way to 
shut down Indian Point. Clearly there is a 
potential for severe accidents at the plant.

 “Those accidents have the potential 
to contaminate areas beyond Westchester 
County. That’s not to say Westchester alone 
should suffer that kind of consequence. I 
think the best scenario would be to sit down 
with the State, with all the stakeholders, and 
work out a plan to shut it down. They should 
work out a plan in a coordinated manner to 
find reasonable alternatives for replacement 
power; you could successfully transition the 
workforce into other work and other things.

Gregory Jazcko testifying before the March 11, 2013, Senate Hearing.jpg

with local government, Democratic voters 
displayed incumbent fatigue with Mayor 
Bloomberg by nominating the candidate who 
ran stubbornly as his ideological opposite. 
Even though polls showed a constituency 

generally favoring Mayor Bloomberg’s ini-
tiatives and satisfied with the changes in the 
city over the last twelve years, they, at the same 
time, have grown tired of a mayor they believe 
to be increasingly tone-deaf to their concerns 
and unsympathetic to them as individuals.

This result should be not be a complete 
surprise. Mayor Ed Koch was defeated in 

the Democratic primary in 1989 when he 
sought a fourth term and Governor Mario 
Cuomo was defeated by George Pataki for 
similar reasons when he sought a fourth term 
in 1994. As Mayor Koch pointed out, “Every 
show on Broadway opens and closes.”

This election may also herald a return to 
political party patronage, which was largely 

absent for the last twelve years. Mayor 
Bloomberg clearly saw the parties as an 
obstacle to his style of governing which 
emphasized executive decision making and 
nonpartisan appointments. He would use 
the political parties when he needed them, 
preferring to rent their ballot lines rather 
than owning them. After winning his last 

reelection in 2009 by a surprisingly narrow 
margin, Bloomberg left all the parties behind 
and pursued an agenda based on his princi-
ples for government citywide, nationally and 
globally.

Henry J. Stern is the founder and president of 
New York Civic.
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Two Americas, One Future—The Choice is Yours
By LUKE HAMILTON
Our nation is suffering 
from multiple-personality 
disorder. The identity and 
history of the United 
States has been revised and 

rewired to the point where those who speak 
with authority on the grounds of histori-
cal scholarship are laughed off the stage in 
favor of those who speak with the heart of 
a revisionist and the scorn of a Saul Alinski 
disciple. Indeed, they have proven Saul right. 
Mockery is a powerful weapon when your 
audience is comprised of low-information 
citizens.

Personally, I believe someone like David 
Barton or Mark Levin could hold their 
own against any number of Howard Zinn-
types, but their efforts would be lost on a 
great swath of Americans today. There is less 
regard for a verifiable, historical position than 
for history, which fits a desirable emotion. 
Feeling good about our history seems to be 
more important than being accurate about 

our history. The requisite emotionalism of 
modern Leftism refuses to play second fiddle 
to historical scholarship and an increasingly 
apathetic populace gives a collective “meh” 
in-between episode on the boob tube. So 
Thomas Jefferson becomes a Muslim sym-
pathizer, George Washington becomes a 
gleeful slave-owner, and the Democrats 
become the party of civil rights. I don’t know 
about you, but I feel better already, comrade!

Recently, Mark Levin has been speaking 
about the existence of Two Americas. One 
America desires the redistributive suffoca-
tion of a massive Federal leviathan, which 
will provide and control everything; and 
one America desires to be left alone. One 
America understands that hardship is a 
very real possibility yet is not willing to trade 
their liberty in the hopes of ameliorating 
failure. And one America holds their liberty 
so cheaply as to give it away for a bowl of 
hot stew across a campfire. One America is 
a gaping maw whose belly knows no satia-
tion and whose ignorance knows no shame. 

The other America refuses to take anything 
for which they didn’t toil, yet willingly opens 
their homes, wallets, and hearts to help alle-
viate suffering in their community.

One gives while the other takes. One 
builds while the other tears down. To which 
America do you belong? To which America 
do your friends and neighbors belong? To 
which America will your children belong? 
Political pundits are wont to shake their 
heads ruefully and verbally pine for the days 
past when there was less political acrimony. 
I pine for the days of greater political 
acrimony. Complacency and cowardice are 
the appetizers of tyranny. If it means an end 
to the radical progressive agenda galloping 
roughshod over our Constitution, then let 
the political kumite commence.

The time is coming when every 
American will have to choose which 
America is their own. For some, it will 
take the form of the decision made by an 
Oregonian baker and his wife, driven out of 
business by homofascists in their community, 

to voluntarily shutter their business rather 
than kneel to politikal korrectness and 
forsake their Christian beliefs on the altar 
of Mammon. Or there may come a time 
in your life when you are presented with 
prosperity via government intervention. 
Have you thought about what your response 
would be to that offer? You should. We all 
will choose an America, one way or another. 
And if you think that you can avoid choosing 
one vision or the other, let me remind you 
that neglecting to choose is a choice in itself.

I understand that most of this is a 
sermon for the choir. My objective is not 
to tell you what you already know, but to 
encourage you to tell those in your circle of 
influence what you and I already know. We 
are a relatively small group of informed and 
agitated citizens, but we are operating in a 
nation of sleepwalkers. The willful blind-
ness, which I see from my fellow citizens 
is alarming and frustrating, but I become 
complicit in that blindness if I refuse to help 
them see.

If a blind-folded man is walking 
towards a cliff, who is more to blame for his 
demise: the blindfolded man or the man by 

his side who neglected to remove his blind-
fold? Chances are that there was someone 
along your path who pulled the blindfold 
from your eyes and helped you to see the 
light. It is past time to repay that heroic indi-
vidual and start yanking some blinders. As 
Rush encouraged years ago, you don’t need a 
special skill or a media outlet to make a dif-
ference. Read your brains out and become a 
resource in your community. Make the case 
and win the day.
Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns for ClashDaily.com, Hamilton spends 
his time astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, 
leading bands of liberty-starved citizens from 
the progressive gulags of Illinois to [relative] 
freedom. Hamilton is the creative mind/voice 
behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all to his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose strength is 
perfected in his weakness.

http://www.yonkerstribune.com/2012/09/nycivic.org
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
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“The idea of litigating for years and 
years only creates animosity and creates 
further antagonism towards the plant and 
towards the people and undermines confi-
dence in the whole process.”

Jaczko will be in New York City 
Tuesday and in Boston Wednesday to partic-
ipate in the third international forum on the 
lessons learned by the ongoing catastrophe 
at Fukushima and the implications for local 
nuclear communities. The forum Tuesday, 
beginning at 9 AM at the 92nd Street Y, 
will include Naoto Kan, Prime Minister of 
Japan during the first year of the ongoing 
Fukushima disaster; Peter Bradford, an 
NRC Commissioner during the Three Mile 
Island partial meltdown and former member 
of the Public Service Commissions of both 
New York and Vermont; nuclear engineer 
Arnie Gundersen; and consumer advocate 
Ralph Nader. The panel will be moderated 
by Paul Gallay, head of the environmental 
group, Riverkeeper, which is challenging 
the operation of Indian Point in state and 
federal legal proceedings. It will be available 
on livestream at https://new.livestream.com/
FukushimaLessons/newyork .

Wednesday’s session will be at the 
Massachusetts State House, sponsored by 
civic groups and citizens concerned about 
operations at the Pilgrim nuclear power plant. 
It can be heard via livestream at https://new.
livestream.com/FukushimaLessons/
boston . Further details are available at www.
Facebook.com/FukushimaLessons .

Jaczko, Kan, Bradford and Gunderson 
held their first forum, sponsored by Friends 
of the Earth, last June in San Diego, host 
community to the San Onofre nuclear 
power plant ( http://bit.ly/1gkUEHG ). It 
has subsequently shut down. The current east 
coast series is funded through the California-
based, Samuel Lawrence Foundation, with 
support from the New York environmental 
groups, Riverkeeper and Clearwater.

The twin reactors at Indian Point, 
which generate about 2,100 Megawatts of 
electricity, have dwindled in significance to 
the region during the past decade as the free 
market in electricity and improved trans-
mission networks have provided reliable 
competition at lower prices. The latest blow 
to the plants’ bottom line came Sept. 28, 
when its contract to provide 200 megawatts 
to the New York Power Authority expired 
( http://bit.ly/ZvIi41 ). NYPA provides 
the electricity under long term contracts for 
the municipal buildings, street lights, public 
housing, airports, and subways and Metro 
North trains for New York City and neigh-
boring Westchester County. There is now no 
nuclear generated electricity powering the 
lights on Broadway’s Great White Way.

According to the New York 

Independent System Operator, which runs 
the grid, Indian Point 2 is no longer needed 
but some 750 Megawatts of electricity will 
be needed at some point if Indian Point 3 
shuts down in 2016. That deficit can be made 
up through conservation, new transmission, 
and new power generation. The state Public 
Service Commission is currently examining 
alternative power sources for when Indian 
Point closes ( http://bit.ly/TyyN4E ).

Jaczko’s major clashes while leading the 
NRC dealt with the manner in which the 
agency provided oversight to the nation’s 104 
nuclear reactors and how it assessed safety.

“Everyone knows there is a small but 
real probability of a severe accident in a 
nuclear reactor,” Jaczko said. “That’s never 
been a question… That’s just a fact.

“I think one of the problems with risk 
assessment has been that it was originally 
developed by people in the nuclear industry 
to give an objective assessment of risk,” 
he said. But the more the industry learned 
about risk, the more concerned they got 
about the possible public antipathy to having 
such technology in their midst.

“As there became a real possibility of a 

catastrophic event,” he continued, “people 
wanted to put some context to that. The 
context was that there may be these very 
horrible things that happen, but it’s not like 
it’s going to happen every day. It’s a very 
unlikely occurrence, so we need to find a way 
to think about these things called risk – both 
the consequences and the probability.

“Over time, what has largely happened 
is people have dropped the consequence 
piece in risk assessment and focused more 
and more on the probability. Things then 
become issues that are ‘not of concern’ from 
a regulatory perspective because the prob-
abilities are low – regardless of what the 
consequences may be. You hear talk about 
one in a 10 million probability, and that’s 
longer than the lifetime of earth, so it’s not 
something we should worry about.

“But you need to look at both things. 
Some things are so catastrophic that even 
though the chances are low but the conse-
quences are so high that you have to consider 
them.”

But his experience dealing with the 
Fukushima disaster convinced him that 
the routine dismissal of problems because 
of “low probabilities” was wrong. “Some 
things are so catastrophic,” he said, “that even 
though the chances of occurrence are low, 
the consequences are so high that you have 
to consider them.

“And that’s the problem. There are two 
approaches: one, you put your head in the 
sand and pretend the accidents can never 
happen, or, two, you acknowledge that they 
are going to happen and try to do something 
about them. Unfortunately, there are too 
few in the industry and certainly I think on 
the Commission itself who are in that latter 
camp. And that’s a real problem.”

Prior to Fukushima, it was an article 
of faith in the nuclear industry that it was 
impossible to have multiple meltdowns 

occurring simultaneously. There were no 
plans for such an event and no emergency 
scenarios considering it. Plans at sits with 
more than one plant, such as Indian Point, 
always assumed that working systems at 
one plant could be used to help stabilize the 
stricken plant.

At Fukushima in March, 2011, the fuel 
in three reactors melted down and at least 
partially escaped the reactor and its con-
tainment. The fourth reactor was empty for 
refueling, and its radioactive core was in the 
spent fuel pool. The roofs of all four build-
ings, however, were blown off by exploding 
hydrogen gas. On talk shows that week, 
recalled Jaczko, industry analysts predicted 
the crisis would be over in a few days.

“There is a mindset in the nuclear 
industry that these things can’t happen,” he 
said. “Which gets to the issue that the acci-
dents that happen are the ones you haven’t 
predicted. If you had predicted it, you would 
know how to make it go away. There was 

a mindset that this kind of thing doesn’t 
happen because plants just don’t have severe 
accidents. That mindset was completely 
wrong, unfortunately.

“Here in the United States there are so 
many people associated with this industry 
who believe these kinds of things will never 
happen. That is clearly wrong. They will 
happen. It’s just a question of when and how 
severe it is going to be.”

Jaczko drew criticism from his fellow 
Commissioners – William Magwood, 
Kristine Svinicki, George Apostolakis, and 
William Ostendorff – and the industry 
when he urged evacuating all Americans 
living within 50 miles of the stricken 
Japanese reactors. There were some 70,000 
Americans in Japan, primarily military per-
sonnel and their families, who were exposed 
to varying levels of radiation as a result of the 
catastrophe

ENERGY MATTERS
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Former Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan.
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CommunitySection

By DEME SPY
Video analysis reveals SUV driver alleg-
edly plowed through bikers in an alleged 
act of road rage after prior hit and run of a 
motorcyclist!

The press chiefly portrayed the 
September 29th SUV-biker altercation as an 
instance of an enraged biker gang terrorizing 
an innocent motorist and his family. Yet a 
closer analysis of the video, coupled with new 
information, indicates that the incident was 
likely driven by the motorist’s road rage.

Bikers who witnessed what occurred 
prior to the start of the video recording at 
hand reported that the SUV driver was 
impatient and attempted to drive through 
the group of riders. “The SUV didn’t want 
to wait,” said eyewitness Michael Anthony 
during an interview, “he decided he wanted 
to come into the center lane and started 
pushing his way through the bikers. At that 
point, Alexian Lien, the SUV driver, report-
edly knocked a biker down but allegedly 
continued to drive onward.

Here’s what the video reveals happened 
next: (which can be viewed at youtu.be/
UikE81FKHb0 ).

At 26 seconds into the video, 
Christopher Cruz, the biker who moved 
in front of the SUV and slowed down, was 
struck by the SUV. Cruz was purportedly 
trying to stop the SUV in response to Lien 
fleeing the scene of the allegedly earlier 
collision.

The media by and large reported that 
the SUV’s hitting Cruz from behind was 
unintentional. Yet the video shows Cruz 
maintained visual contact with Lien, and 
for a few seconds prior to the impact Cruz 
was staring straight at the driver behind 
him. Bikers know to make eye contact with 
drivers in risky situations, Cruz would likely 
have attempted to move out of the way if he 
saw that the driver was not paying attention 
to him. This suggests that Lien allegedly ran 
into Cruz with intention; in a dangerous 
game of chicken.

At 44 seconds, with the stopped Range 
Rover surrounded by the motorcyclists, 
zooming into the video shows a biker in a 
white shirt next to the SUV jerking away 
from it, seemingly attempting to open the 
SUV door. There are no other forceful or 
animated movements anywhere near the 
SUV, or anywhere else in the crowd for that 
matter, until the SUV peels off at 50 seconds, 
plowing through the motorcyclists.**

Now here comes the important part. 
After the jerking motion, the biker in the 
white shirt begins walking away in front 
of the SUV, the crowd is seen collectively 
moving their heads away from the SUV; a 
biker is seen starting to ride forward, and a 
few more are seen shifting their bikes into 
first gear. Whereas the crowd was mostly still 
while they were focused upon the alterca-
tion, the cyclists at that point begin moving 
away from the scene, refocusing their atten-
tion elsewhere. Reading a crowd is instinctive 
to most of us and it is an important piece 
of information that has been overlooked… 
the bikers were starting to move on as if the 
“show’s over”.

This version of events is a far cry from 
Lien and his wife’s allegedly self-serving 
statements, adopted unquestioningly by the 
press despite the video evidence, that “the 
mob began to beat the car and slash the tires”.

Of course, something else may have 
been transpiring behind or about the SUV 
that was not reflected in the video, or that the 
crowd did not telegraph. But Lien’s version is 
patently contradicted by the visual evidence, 
which appears to indicate that Lien gunned 
the three-ton Range Rover into the crowd, 
after the altercation had already ended.

The time frames involved here are in 
mere seconds, and nobody can assert whether 
or not Lien panicked and hit the accelerator 
after the bikers began to disperse. However, 
his allegedly confrontational driving in 
reaction to the bikers, his decision to keep 
driving after allegedly downing a cyclist, his 
apparently intentional striking of Cruz, and 
his near-lethal conduct to smash through the 
crowd of motorcyclists patently contradict the 
image of a frightened motorist simply trying 
to protect his family. Rather, this suggests a 
string of decisions borne out of road rage at 
the bikers who had intimidated him (and 
possibly damaged his luxury vehicle).

From this analysis it appears that Lien 
feloniously assaulted Cruz and the other 
bikers, including allegedly committing 
attempted murder in the second degree (a 
class B Felony). If this is the case, then the 
entire sequence of events that follows has an 
entirely different meaning, both legally and 
morally.

The motorcyclists were well within their 
legal right to attempt to stop the fleeing felon, 
and in fact would normally have been consid-
ered good Samaritans. Even if his perception 
of a life-threatening situation was reasonable 
after his acts of road rage, the danger Lien 

placed his child, his wife and himself in was 
a direct consequence of his own felonious 
actions, negating any legal justifications he 
could otherwise have claimed.

Whereas numerous riders were run over, 
with one left paralyzed, Lien suffered minor 
injuries. This suggests that the few bikers 
involved in the assault realized that the SUV 
contained a child and backed off, reportedly at 
the insistence of other bikers. One would think 
that if the motorcycle gang were as vicious as 
they were portrayed, Lien, who is of slight build, 
would have sustained far greater injuries after 
such a high-speed, high-stakes chase.

Another overlooked detail is that the 
biker who begins punching the back window 
at 6:21 in the video abruptly stops a few 
seconds later, probably because he saw there 
was a child in the back seat.

There was no reckless riding shown in 
the video prior to the chase, except perhaps 
when Cruz turned in front of the SUV to 
stop the allegedly hit and run driver.

Ultimately, whether some or most of 
these bikers were riding recklessly is a red 
herring and of little consequence when 
compared to an act of attempted murder 
that has left one rider, Edwin Mieses, para-
lyzed. This would be relevant only to decipher 
whether Lien was reasonable in believing he 
had to run over the bikers in self-defense. An 
analysis of the video shows that this was not 
the case, as the bikers had already started to 
disband when Lien gunned the SUV in an 
apparent act of road rage.

The original, overly simplistic, and 
patently biased story of a “Family Terrorized 
by Outlaw Biker Gang” begins to further 
melt away as more facts surface. As reported 
in Slate, “[t]he Stuntz crew has been repeat-
edly referred to as a motorcycle gang . . . the 
reality of this situation [is that] whatever the 
Stuntz riders were, they weren’t a motorcycle 
gang,” adding that “the riders seemed to have 
had no formal affiliation; rather, “Hollywood 
Stuntz” was just the name given to the rally 
that brought them all to New York last 
weekend: (t.co/GF4BaOorH4).

An NYPD detective and several other 
officers were reportedly participant riders. 
Any of those off-duty officers could just as 
easily have been the ones plowed over and 
left paralyzed which, at the end of the day, 
demonstrates just how irrelevant the injured 
rider’s criminal rap sheet is in assessing 
culpability.

If Mieses was actually trying to diffuse 

the situation prior to being struck, as some 
witnesses have claimed, vilifying him just 
adds another tragic dimension to the wide-
spread misrepresentation of the incident.

For many motorcyclists, not charging 
Lien with manslaughter, if the evidence 
bears this version of events out would send a 
chilling message. One that would effectively 
give free rein to enraged motorists to hit 
bikers they feel are riding aggressively or in 
large groups--and to flee the scene under the 
guise of self-defense.

The most troubling aspect of media 
and public reaction to this incident is not 
just the prevalent anti-biker sentiment, but 
the expression of a strong racist and classist 
undercurrent, both seen in the assump-
tions made by police and the press, and in 
the charges issued (and not issued). While 
multiple bikers have been charged by police, 
Lien has not been charged with a single 
offense.

Instead of more salient headlines such 
as “SUV Runs Over Motorcyclists During 
Road Rage Incident,” we read headlines like 
“Gang of Bikers Attack Driver In Front of 
Family”, “Bikers Terrorize Family in High-
Speed Chase”, and “Manhattan Motorcycle 
Gang Terrorizes SUV Driver”.

As one biker blog commented, “it’s 
tragic that a large group of motorcyclists 
think they can take over a highway and 

intimidate drivers. It’s tragic that a car driver 
got scared [and beaten]. But what’s most 
tragic is the media’s coverage of it”. (http://
eatsleepride.com ).

Automobile drivers’ anger toward 
aggressive bikers may be the real reason 
behind the public’s troubling reaction. One 
online news poll found that only 4% sup-
ported pressing charges against the SUV 
driver.

So Lien just might be motorists’ answer 
to Bernhard Goetz. Which is a tragedy unto 
itself.

Where there is so much unneces-
sary suffering involved, there are important 
lessons to be learned.

These circumstances led a law-abid-
ing citizen to allegedly commit a heinous 
crime. Yet any solutions to prevent this from 
happening again must start by not being dis-
tracted by categorizations--biker, criminal, 
family man--but by seeing all actors involved 
here as human beings.

My hopes for recovery especially go 
out to Mieses and his family, and to Lien’s 
daughter, who had to witness the traumatic 
event.

* Deme Spy is an attorney and founder of Biker 
Entourage, a motorcycle think-tank and riding 
group based out of New York City ( http://bik-
erentourage.com ).

ALTERCATION

Is Alexian Lien The New Bernhard Goetz?

 Alexian Lien
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 ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com

Italian and Latin Cuisine - The Best of Both Worlds!

    CAPRICCIO LATINO 414 PELHAM RD. NEW ROCHELLE  914-636-1229

Nick from Mamma Francesca 
 is back at the same location with

www.capricciolatino.com

Introductory 
Pre-Fixe Dinner for $20

Sunday – Thursday 4-7pm

WATERVIEW • RESTAURANT • MOJITO BAR

Outdoor Patio 
 Dining Overlooking the Sound

 Happy Hour 12–7PM  •  Thursday Ladies Night 
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
Not sure anyone noticed, 
but the federal government 
is partially shut down, not 
to worry our column is not 
government subsidized, so 

feel free to sit back and enjoy this week’s 
“open for business” edition of “News & 
Notes.”

The 3rd Annual Footsteps for Families 
Walk will take place on Sunday, October 13th 
on Woods Road in Valhalla, where everyone 
is invited to walk and raise money for Ronald 
McDonald House of the Greater Hudson 
Valley. Registration and refreshments will 
take place from 9:30 to 10:00am when the 
walk begins.

The gang at The Bedford Sportsman 
in Bedford Hills for over 40 years is moving 
to the former site of the Cross River Bait & 
Tackle shop off Route 35 in Cross River, 
good luck guys.

Grab you lederhosen and head off for 
the 5th Annual White Plains Oktoberfest on 
Mamaroneck Avenue 2-7pm on October 

13th, enjoy some authentic German foods 
and beers.

The third annual Cider Week is set 
to take place October 18-27 highlighting 
regional craft brews at markets, shops, res-
taurants and bars in the Hudson Valley, guess 
what I am doing that week…

Fore!! It’s time to break out the 
clubs one last time before it’s too cold… 
the Lewisboro Lions Club Annual Golf 
Outing is on Thursday, October 10th at the 
Waccabuc Country Club; registration begins 
at 11:30am and a shotgun start at 12:30pm. 
For $250 you get to enjoy a lovely day of 
golf and dinner, but if you can only make it 
for dinner the cost is $60. Hole and other 
sponsorships are available, and all proceeds 
benefit Lewisboro Lions projects and chari-
ties; for details call 914-980-1054.

Also on Thursday the tenth, the League 
of Women Voters of Bedford, Lewisboro, 
and North Salem, will sponsor a candidate 
forum at the Fox Lane Middle School 
Theater. Here voters will get opportunity 
to question all candidates for town supervi-
sor, town board, and town clerk. Candidates 

for county legislator, incumbent Peter 
Harckham and challenger Andrea Rendo, 
have agreed to participate. The sparks start 
flying at 7pm and is free of charge.

I am sure my wife and daughters will 
be attending this event. The Katonah Village 
Library is hosting a night to make beaded 
earrings with Joan Lloyd on Wednesday 
October 16th at 5:00pm. Drop by and make 
a pair of earrings for yourself and a pair for 
the women’s shelters.

Speaking of my wife, also known as our 
entertainment/gossip reporter, tells me that 
Bedford residents Catherine Zeta Jones and 
Michael Douglas are back living together… 
now I can sleep at night.

The Yorktown Chamber of Commerce, 
in conjunction with the Town of Yorktown, 
will be hosting its fifth annual Fall Yorktown 
Festival and Street Fair on Sunday, October 
13th, from 11:00am to 5:00pm. Over 250 
vendors with fill downtown Yorktown with 
everything from fitness demonstrations to 
balloon animals. There will also be live local 
music, shopping, and food; so don’t miss out. 
You know whenever food is mentioned, I 

will be there…
Getting stuck on the side of the road 

with car trouble is no fun for anyone, so you 
don’t want to miss this event. On Saturday, 
October 12th, John from Hillside Auto will 
instruct adults on basic car care and main-
tenance at the Greenburgh Public Library.

Come to the Westmoreland Sanctuary 
on Sunday, October 13th at 1:00pm to enjoy 
a hike all about the trees. The hikers will 
become tree detectives and investigate the 
identity of the trees. The Sanctuary is located 
on 260 Chestnut Ridge in Mt. Kisco, come 
prepared for hiking and all types of weather.

The South Salem Fire Department 

Open House is on Saturday, October 12th 
at 11:00am. Come, meet, and support the 
members of the South Salem Volunteer 
Fire Department. There will be fire appa-
ratus tours, live demonstrations, a fire truck 
bounce house, and a fire safety trailer... food 
and refreshments will be provided.

Did you know that October is National 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month; I think 
I got a random email and text telling me 
that… see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

The American Failure
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Said Faraj in “The Green Zone”.

By SHERIF AWAD
After the events of 9/11 in 
2011, the stereotypical main 
villain became the Arab or 
the Arab-American across 
the different outings of the 

entertainment industry in Hollywood. Many 
episodes of the thrilling TV series 24, starring 
Kieffer Sutherland, featured Arab villains who 
were bringing chemical or nuclear weapons 
inside the United States. The first Iron Man 
(2008) had Egyptian-American actor Sayed 
Badreya playing a terrorist who kidnaps the 
American millionaire Tony Stark (Robert 
Downey Jr.) to push him to create a special 
weapon. And so on…

However, some other directors tried to 

challenge the Hollywood stereotyping. For 
instance, the Egyptian-American Hisham 
Issawi directed the narrative short T for 
Terrorist that featured Badreya playing a strug-
gling actor who was tired from being typecast 
as the villain. Issawi followed this acclaimed 
short by the long narrative AmericanEast 
(2008) that featured Badreya and Tony 
Shalhoub playing an Arab-American and 
an American-Jew, who become friends and 
eventually business partners to the surprise of 
their respective communities.

Presently, times and sentiment have 
changed, as do villains in recent American 
action films and series. This means that many 
Arab-American actors will face difficulties 
landing roles in upcoming film and TV pro-
duction since the villain right now has become 

predominately Chinese or Russian; generally 
Asian.

One of the talents who is trying to 
reinvent himself in the course of the current 

Continued on page 8
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casting changes is the Lebanese-American 
actor Said Faraj who has been working in 
Hollywood for twenty-four years. His journey 
to the US started in 1983, during the civil war 
in Lebanon, when he decided to leave his 
troubled country with only $235 in his pocket. 
At that time, it was easier to get a short tourist 
visa to the United States with that amount 
of money. Faraj was also lucky enough to get 
his passport affixed with the visa stamped in 
it minutes before the US embassy in Beirut 
suffered an explosion that caused the building 
to disintegrate. Responsibility for the action 
was ascribed to Palestinian Jihadists. Faraj’s 
flight departed Beirut for Amman, Jordan, 
where he connected onto a flight to Los 
Angeles. This flight was also the last flight to 
depart Beirut Airport before its shutdown; 
one that lasted for years. 

“When I arrived in LA, I was only 
sixteen-years-old. I started to look for my 
uncle who was living somewhere in North 
Hollywood,” remembered Faraj. “He helped 
me to find a place to stay and to join a school 
to improve my English proficiency. Because 

I only had a ten-day visa, few agreed to give 
me a job. In the following two years, I moved 
between jobs maybe twenty-two times. 
The last job I had was a pizza delivery boy 
in a shop coincidentally next to Burbank 
Studios. So every day, I used to go to take a 
look at the facilities and dream of performing 
inside. I was in love with acting since I once 
saw a TV adaptation of Victor Hugo’s Les 
Misérables during my childhood back home 
in Lebanon”.

It took Said Faraj six years to land some 
kind of an acting role. It first happened when 
his schoolteacher helped him create a business 
card; he approached a casting director who 
got Faraj his first breakthrough as one of the 
background extras in one Hollywood pro-
duction. “I worked for eighteen months as 
a non-talking extra until one day I met this 
manager who gave me my first acting role”, 
said Faraj, about his first talkie role alongside 
David Hasselhoff and Linda Blair in the TV 
film W.B. Blue and the Bean (1989). Other 
bit roles followed in many popular films we 
know: Faraj played a clerk in Bad Influence 
(1990), a taxi driver in Ghost (1990) and again 
a clerk in Darkman (1990). “I succeeded to 
become a member of the SAG, the Screen 

Actors Guild, which helped to get a union 
ID card and legally work as an entertainer in 
America”, explained Faraj. “At that time, I was 
paid like $500 for every working day”.

During the nineties, Faraj worked back 
to back in cinema and television. He would 
not say no to anything he was offered and 
the producers and the casting directors who 
were always looking for someone with his 
work ethics. Faraj appeared again in popular 
films like Tony Scott’s True Romance (1993), 
The Fan (1996), starring Robert De Niro and 
Wesley Snipes, and The Siege, with Denzel 
Washington; but he passed unnoticed to most 
viewres. “I was working without taking acting 
classes and with no worries about the box 
office results of such blockbusters since I was 
not top billed”, laughed Faraj. “Even before 
9/11, the angrier an Arab actor was during the 
casting calls, the more he could land the role. 
Sometimes, they used to cast Latin or Indian 
actors with black hair and dark eyes to stand 
for an Arab if they could not find one”.

With the new century upon him, Faraj 
changed strategy by taking acting classes and 
accepting bigger and more influential roles. 
This landed him some recurring roles in such 
series as ER, The Shield, The Unit, and 24. 

“When I used to go to those auditions, my 
role could be written in fifteen pages. But in 
a fast-paced series like 24, it takes many edits 
and splicing to favor the action over support-
ing characters”, said Faraj.

A turning point for Said Faraj’s career 
came when he was offered the role of Seyyed 
Hamz, a military adjunct to a top Ba’ath 
Party general, in Paul Greengrass’ The Green 
Zone (2010), beating hundreds of actors who 
auditioned from the US, Morocco, Spain, 
and even Egypt. “Some of the film producers 
claimed I was relatively unknown and unfit 
to do the role but Paul Greengrass said this is 
the guy I want”, revealed Faraj. “I then asked 
my LA-based friend, Iraqi actor and casting 
director Sam Sako, to help me perfecting the 
Ba’ath dialect necessary for the role. Working 
with Greengrass and Matt Damon was also 
great. Greengrass loved improvisation to the 
point he left the camera rolling for 45 minutes 
in a scene with me acting opposite Damon”.

2013 was a busy year for Faraj who 
finished appearing in more than ten films. 
One of them is a short drama called The 
American Failure, which he also produced. 
“It is a cross between And Justice for All, with 
Al Pacino, and The Fugitive, with Harrison 

Ford”, explained Faraj. I play a prestigious 
lawyer called Carlos Alias who is involved 
with the mob while being tracked down by 
two undercover detectives. The film is about 
double and triple crossing, and also about how 
someone loses himself to corruption after 
having everything. We presented the film to 
the market at the latest Cannes Film Festival 
with hopes to get funding to develop it into a 
feature thriller in the future”.

Look for Said Faraj in the new films 
Sinbad: The Fifth Voyage, and The Algerian, 
coming soon next year. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film 
/ video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

The American Failure

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Said Faraj at the premiere of “The Green 
Zone”.Said Faraj in “True Romance” (1993).

Said Faraj in “The American Failure”

Continued from page 7

By GLENN MOLLETTE 
Everyone who has watched 
recent news reports has seen 
an SUV being attacked by 
a gang of motorcyclists in 
Manhattan. We watched 

a husband, wife and baby surrounded by 
terror; their lives were seemingly going to 
come to an end right before our eyes.

Many of us have imagined ourselves in 
similar scenarios and played out in our minds 
how we might react.

Such a scenario happened to my wife 
several years ago as she was traveling on 
Interstate 75; south of Cincinnati. A group 
of motorcyclists surrounded her car. Several 
got in front of her, with several others by her 
side, left and right, and others behind her car. 
As the cyclists in front of her drove slower 
and slower it was obvious to her they were 
trying to force her to pull off to the side of 
the road. Gripped with fear she motioned 
that she was moving forward and floored 
the accelerator. Fortunately for the cyclists in 
front of her they had a moment of rational 

thinking and got out of her way as she sped 
forward at 85 to 90 mph to get away from 
them.

The highway is no place for games, 
rage or acts of violence. Cyclists, truckers, 
and automobile drivers should be courteous 
and share the road. We are all paying taxes 
on America’s highways and all should be 
respectful of each other.

In the days ahead we will hear from the 
driver and wife of the SUV. I would have 
called 911. Even today, not everyone has a 
cell phone. In such cases we all need one to 

call for help. More and more phones today 
are capable of taking pictures and videotap-
ing. When you are afraid for your life you do 
not always have time to be a photographer 
but criminals and bullies do not want to be 
photographed. Without the videotape airing 
across the nation who knows how this story 
might have been spun.

Finally, what if the family could have 
pulled a handgun out of the glove box? 
NYC law makes that very difficult in com-
parison to most other communities in our 
country. However, residents of NYC should 

make every effort to achieve a legal permit 
and push every day for second amendment 
rights. What man or woman would not have 
begun firing the moment the window of that 
SUV was crashed? I would have fired away 
to protect my family if I had a gun. 

Obviously, the cyclists could have been 
armed as well and thus several people could 
have ended up dead. This brings us back to 
the extreme necessity that we must all utilize 
respect and common sense as we travel our 
highways. There is zero need for violence. 
We need to be grateful for freedom and the 
privilege to drive and chill out.

Give people some room. Don’t ride 

AMERICAN ISSUES

Road Terror, Motorcycles, SUVs and the Second Amendment

Continued on page 9
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
Many around the world 
were recently made aware—
got a small glimpse—of the 
Islamic jihad that plagues 
northern Nigeria, at the 

hands of Boko Haram, an organization 
dedicated to eradicating Christianity and 
enforcing the totality of Sharia law.

Last Sunday, September 29, around 1 
a.m. Islamic terrorists dressed in Nigerian 
military uniforms invaded an agricultural 
college, shooting students as they slept 
in their dorms, killing a total of some 50 
students.

As with the Islamic assaults in Kenya 
and Pakistan from the previous weekend—
the former on a mall, the latter on a 
Christian church, leaving a combined total 
of nearly 200 people dead and hundreds 
injured—this latest jihadi attack in Nigeria 
is, far from an aberration, simply the latest in 
a tremendously long list of jihadi atrocities, 
most often targeting Christians.

Indeed, when it comes to Nigeria, it is 
difficult just keeping up with the atrocities—
so frequent, sometimes daily, are they.

Thus the day before the agricul-
tural college attack, in Kaduna state, 
Nigeria, Muslim herdsmen slaughtered 15 
Christians. And the day before that, Islamic 
militants killed a Christian pastor and his 
son, torched their church in Dorawa, and 
killed another 28 people.

Jihadi attacks on schools and colleges 
are actually common. In July, 40 Christians 
were killed in an attack on a boarding school 
in Yobe state, Nigeria. The dormitory was set 
on fire in the attack and those fleeing gunned 
down. A month earlier, 16 other students 
were shot dead in attacks on a secondary 
school in Yobe and another school in Borno.

One year ago, in October 2012, 
Boko Haram jihadis stormed the Federal 
Polytechnic College, “separated the 
Christian students from the Muslim 
students, addressed each victim by name, 
questioned them, and then proceeded to 
shoot them or slit their throat,” killing up to 
30 Christians.

This business of separating Muslims 

from “infidels” and releasing the former 
occurs with regular occurrence during 
jihadi attacks (inasmuch as it is good to kill 
an infidel, it is bad to kill a fellow Muslim, 
according to Islamic law). Thus, the weekend 
before this most recent terror attack in 
Nigeria, after jihadis in Kenya had raided 
a packed mall, they, too, made it a point to 
differentiate between Muslims and non-
Muslims before initiating the carnage.

While the religious identity of those 
slaughtered in the recent college attack is still 
not clear—most often, Boko Haram targets 
Christians and elements of the Nigerian 
government but Muslims are also some-
times killed as collateral—in the context 
of separating people according to religion, 
it is interesting to note that one surviving 
student told Reuters, “They started gather-
ing students into groups outside, then they 
opened fire and killed one group and then 
moved onto the next group and killed them. 
It was so terrible.”

Furthermore, the Associated Press 
reported that some of those killed were 
found with their “hands clasped under the 
chin, as if in prayer”—Christian prayer, 
that is, as Muslims do not pray with hands 
clasped under their chins.

That said, to a purist group like Boko 
Haram, Muslims who intermingle with 
Christians or who accept Western edu-
cation, are apostate infidels, also worthy 
of death. Indeed, quite true to its name, 
“Boko Haram”—or “Western Education 
is a Sin”—recently declared, “Teachers who 
teach western education? We will kill them! 
We will kill them in front of their students, 
and tell the students to henceforth study the 
Quran.”

Most recently a new report confirms 
that Boko Haram has “bombed, burned, 
or attacked” 50 churches in Nigeria since 
January 2012; 366 people—the overwhelm-
ing majority of whom were Christian—were 
killed in just these church attacks alone. 
Boko Haram has also engaged in “31 
separate attacks on Christians or [southern 
Nigerians] perceived to be Christian, killing 
at least 166 persons; 23 targeted attacks on 
clerics or senior Islamic figures critical of 
Boko Haram, killing at least 60 persons; 

and 21 attacks on ‘un-Islamic’ institutions 
or persons engaged in ‘un-Islamic’ behavior, 
killing at least 74.”

Boko Haram’s attacks on half of 
Nigeria’s population—the Christians—is so 
widespread and frequent that not one month 
ever passes without several atrocities appear-
ing in my monthly Muslim Persecution of 
Christians series. Here, for instance, are some 
of the attacks Boko Haram launched on 
Christians from the last report I compiled, 
for the month of July, 2013, alone:

• Islamic terrorists set off four bombs 
planted near three Protestant churches in 
Kano city, killing at least 45 people.

• Growing numbers of Christian girls 
in Muslim-majority areas, where the Islamic 
group, Boko Haram holds sway, are being 
abducted, kept in the homes of Muslim 
leaders and forced to renounce their faith. 
Last year, Boko Haram had declared that it 
would begin doing precisely this—kidnap 
Christian women—as a way “to strike fear 
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 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

- RENOVATED APARTMENTS
 FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful,  Newly Renovated, Spacious
1 Bedroom Apartment

$1350/Month
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350 - $1500/Month

1 Block from Metro North Fleetwood Train Station
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.

Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets, 
Stoves & Refrigerators.

Credit Check Required • Available Immediately 
 Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

Road Terror, Motorcycles, SUVs and the Second Amendment

people’s bumpers. Don’t cut people off. Do 
not use hand gestures with people as this 
only escalates driving tension. Do not harass 
people. Do not stop your car to get into a 
yelling match with someone.

There have been moments that all of us 

have felt like other motorists on the highway 
were jerks. Pursuing an altercation leads to 
nowhere. Try to keep your cool and drive 
responsibly.

And, in case such a scenario happens to 
you similar to that which happened to the 
Manhattan family, remember your Second 

Amendment rights. 

Glenn Mollette is an American columnist and 
speaker. He is the author of “American Issues” 
and nine other books. Find his books at www.
BarnesandNoble.com . Contact him at gmol-
lette@aol.com, like his Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/glennmollette.
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into the Christians of the power of Islam.”
• At least 28 were killed in a series of 

explosions throughout a Christian neigh-
borhood in the Muslim-majority northern 
city of Kano. The attacks happened in the 
evening while people were out “to enjoy the 
area’s nightlife.”

• At least 30 Christian men, women 
and children were slain in three villages in 
southern Plateau state by Islamic extremists, 

some of whom are suspected to be from 
outside of Nigeria; they raided the villages 
massacring all in sight and burning down 
approximately 100 Christian homes.

• Islamic gunmen raided Dinu, a 
Christian village on an early Sunday 
morning, before church services, as happens 
frequently, and slaughtered six Christians, a 
month after Muslim Fulani herdsmen shot 
another Christian to death in a nearby village 
and destroyed the churches of four villages.

Again, the above anecdotes are from 
the month of July alone (for more, see the 
Nigerian sections in Crucified Again: 
Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians, 
specifically pgs. 70-75).

The lesson of last Sunday’s jihadi attack 
on an agricultural college in Nigeria is one 
and the same with the lesson of the jihadi 
attacks from the previous weekend on a 
Pakistani church and a Kenyan mall: all 
these attacks are but the tip of the iceberg of 

widespread Islamic hostility for and violence 
against non-Muslim “infidels,” Christians 
chief among them.

That the Obama administration still 
refuses to list Boko Haram as a foreign 
terrorist organization (even though Boko 
Haram is now directing threats at the United 
States); and that the Obama administration 
threatens the Nigerian government when it 
responds to the jihadis with force (warning 
it not to violate the “human rights” of Boko 
Haram) is a reminder why the viral, interna-
tional jihad—in Nigeria, Kenya, Pakistan, ad 
infinitum—is so little known in the United 

States, and likely will stay unknown until it 
strikes U.S. borders again.

First published October 1, 2013.
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Raymond Ibrahim is author of Crucified Again: 
Exposing Islam’s New War in Christians (pub-
lished by Regnery in cooperation with Gatestone 
Institute, April 2013). He is a Shillman Fellow 
at the David Horowitz Freedom Center and an 
associate fellow at the Middle East Forum.

Nigeria: Where Jihad and Christian Persecution Run Rampant
MIDDLE EAST FORUM
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Mercury commemorates the Allman 
Brothers fortieth anniversary of “Brothers 
and Sisters” with a four CD box set that 
includes the original recording (arguably re-
mastered) on disc one, rehearsals, jams and 
outtakes (previously unreleased,) and disc 
three and four are taken from a live perfor-
mance from Bill Graham’s Winterland that 
was recorded on 9/26/73. Few bands would 
have had the ability to recover from losing one 
of the greatest guitarists of all time (Duane 
Allman,) followed by the loss of their original 
bassist Berry Oakley. First and foremost 
guitarist Richard Dickey Betts emerged as 
their co-leader (alongside Gregg Allman) 
as a formidable vocalist, featured guitarist 
and songwriter. Lamar Williams amiably 
replaced Berry Oakley, but instead of adding 
another lead guitarist the Brothers enlisted the 
immensely talented Chuck Leavell on various 
keyboards.

I don’t think it’s necessary to cover disc 
one as most (if not all) who are reading this 
column are very familiar with the original 
release. The rehearsals, jams and outtakes 

on disc two are previously unreleased and 
there are several keen moments to discuss. 
“Southbound” is performed instrumentally 
and finds the band in a playful mood, espe-
cially the interplay between Betts and Leavell 
and a rock solid bottom courtesy of Oakley. 
“One Way Out” is also without vocals and 
moves along briskly, but no musician credits 
are offered. On “I’m Gonna Move To the 
Outskirts of Town” (note: tape box reads 
“Breaking in Chuck Leavell to old songs & 
working up new songs”) finds Leavell and 
Allman trading keyboard licks, but Dickey 
is mostly MIA. Elmore James’ “Done 
Somebody Wrong” jumps, Leavell is first 
up, Betts slides away, and Gregg handles the 
vocals. Gregg’s “Early Morning Blues” starts 
slowly but midway picks up steam from Betts’ 
powerful guitar work. The most intriguing 
track is saved for last; “A Minor Blues” is a 
sixteen and a half minute instrumental that 
replaces Betts with Les Dudek (who sounds 
a lot like Betts) Gregg Allman is also absent 
so it’s a jazzy quartet (Lamar Williams is on 
bass) where it’s all-fun for this crew in the 

studio. Dudek and Leavell tease and impro-
vise off each-other with a solid foundation of 
bass of two drums.

Onto disc three and four a live per-
formance with the legendary Bill Graham 
introducing each band member, as the band 
kicks into a solid “Wasted Words.” “Done 
Somebody Wrong” follows, but it’s on “One 
Way Out” where the band starts to catch fire. 
They segue into “Stormy Monday” followed 
by a short “Midnight Rider” but the pace 
quickens with a raucous “Ramblin’ Man” and 
a lengthy 17:20 “In Memory of Elizabeth 
Reed” that ends the first set. “Statesboro 
Blues” kicks-off set two, and a tastefully 
swaggering “Come and Go Blues.” There’s 
seventy-seven minutes of music packed onto 
disc two, “Southbound” really lifts-off and 
it’s away they go with a nearly ten minute 
“Jessica” that’s a tour-de-force rendition. They 
roll forward with a powerful “You Don’t Love 
Me” concluding with “Amazing Grace” and 
into an almost twenty-six minute “Les Brers 
In A Minor” (with drum solo) that’s non-stop 
and delightful madness. There’s a short “Blue 

Sky,” and “Trouble No More,” that flows into 
their night-ending epic anthem “Whipping 
Post” (15:04) that rocks the house down.

It’s noteworthy to mention that the 
second live set is mostly dominated by Betts 
tunes, and his exemplary guitar work and 
vocals. Dickey had comfortably grabbed the 
brass ring and rides shotgun with the then 
more established Gregg Allman who’s by no 
means is no slouch throughout. Lastly and 
not mentioned enough are the enormous 
contributions of Chuck Leavell. His keyboard 
addition to the band adds so much (new) 
dynamics, where it’s hard to believe that a 
keyboard player successfully replaced their 
lead guitarist. But it was Betts who had the 

colossal task for taking Duane Allman’s role, 
but the Allman Brothers band rose again 
despite an (against all odds) scenario. To this 
day the band lives on and they are still wildly 
popular even though Betts, Leavell, and 
Lamar Williams are no longer a part of the 
ABB. But it was during this moment in time 
(1973) that they progressed, and built on to 
their already established accomplishments. 

Owning this box-set is mandatory for 
any and all Allman Brothers fans. As well 
as to those who are not yet convinced. Also 
worth mentioning; the box-set is well laid 
out in a handsome four piece foldout, the 
liner notes are insightful and specify a good 
amount of details about musician credits and 
thus. There’s also a well crafted glossy thirty-
four page booklet. It’s not indicated if this 
is a limited edition release, but I can tell you 
that (currently) there aren’t any on Ebay, and 
there’s only handful available on Amazon, so 
don’t be tardy, if you snooze you might lose. 
Heed what Janis Joplin said; get it while you 
can. Enjoy.
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 
celebrating 13 + years on the air at WFDU - 
http://wfdu.fm , 24x7 On Demand Radio: 
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11 
, WFDU’s Sounds of Blue is the most pledged 
to program for 5 consecutive years. Senior 
Contributing Editor to: http://www.Bluesrevue.
com , http://WestchesterGuardian.com, and 
http://YonkersTribune.com.
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PRO-CHOICE v PRO-LIFE

Dear Pro-Choicer, Are You Really “Pro-Compromise”?
By CHRIS ROSTENBERG

“I’m much too strong 
not to compromise.”

Don’t Look Back
Boston
Dear pro-choicer,

Please choose whether you support legal 
abortion through all nine months of preg-
nancy, under all circumstances, even for unborn 
who could survive outside the womb … or if 
you support some abortion, and believe other 

abortion should be illegal.  Please choose now.
If you chose nine-month abortion, uncon-

ditionally, I will point out that your position is 
violent, extreme and unpopular, although I 
thank you for participating.  I will not try to 
persuade you and you may stop reading now.

If you chose the latter stand, the “pro-
some-abortion and anti-other-abortion” 
position, as I hope you did, I would like you 
to know that it is difficult to defend that 
position.  I believe that to successfully oppose 
any abortion and advocate for at least some 

unborn babies, you have to cease endorsing 
the abortion you support.  Specifically, you 
need to abandon all arguments that demand 
nine-month abortion under all circumstances. 
For example, if you oppose any abortion, you 
cannot say that the practice should be legal on 
the following grounds:

the government has no right to make 
abortion illegal
a woman’s right to control her body grants 
her the right to abort

the fetus is not a person until birth
illegal abortion is unacceptable because it 
leads to the deaths of women
only the woman and her doctor get to 
decide
the unborn is expensive and burdensome 
to the woman, family and society.
The six contentions above make up the 

entire core pro-choice argument.  If you don’t 
believe them, you’re not pro-choice, and if 
you do, you are a nine-month pro-choicer.  

These six claims have been designed and dis-
seminated to promote unqualified prenatal 
homicide.  Often, when people use these argu-
ments, they are unwittingly insisting upon 
abortions they themselves don’t even believe 
in.  Where many anti-abortion people will try 
to disprove the core arguments, I will simply 
point out that you yourself do not believe them 
unless you are a nine-month extremist.

Since you oppose some prebirth infanti-
cide, you yourself believe:

the government has the right and obliga-
tion to legally protect at least some unborn 
children from abortion

Continued on page 11
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a woman’s right to control her body does 
not necessarily grant her the right to abort 
and kill her child
the unborn is a baby with rights before he 
or she is born
if and when abortion becomes illegal, some 
women will get illegal abortions, some of 
them will be injured and some of these 
injuries will be fatal.  This is acceptable to 
counter the destruction of legal abortion
men like me and people like you sometimes 
have the right and obligation to prevent 
women from aborting
the fact that the unborn is expensive and 
burdensome does not necessarily justify 
killing him or her.

To oppose some abortion, not only do 
you need to abandon nine-month arguments, 
you have to argue for unborn human rights, 
supporting preborn individuals that the law 
and the general public do not currently respect.  
What anti-abortion arguments do you believe?  
You will have to offer some.  In fact, to defend 
the killings you do support, you will have to 
find pro-abortion arguments other than the 
core arguments, and these have to be stronger 
than they otherwise would have to be since you 
are making anti-abortion arguments as well.  
Good luck.

Next, you must draw a bright line which 
protects the children in the womb who you 
say have a right to live and distinguishes them 
from unborn who you say can be legitimately 
destroyed.  When you draw the demarcation 
line, ask yourself, “Am I to define the line or am 
I to discover it?  Is it enough that I am satisfied 
with the line, or does it have to involve some-
thing objective that can persuade others in 
principle?  Am I claiming that the line distin-
guishes human beings from nonhumans?  Or 
am I claiming the line separates human beings 
with a right to live from human beings who are 
disposable?  Do I have the authority to decide 
that some human beings don’t have the same 
right to live the rest of us have?”

There are problems with drawing a line, 
with trying to protect some unborn children 
while killing others.  Third month, fourth 
month, fifth month, sixth … can the killing be 
contained?  Months are based on the cycles of 
the moon … have we plunged ourselves into 
a moon-worshipping cult to justify child sac-
rifice?  Are we to have nurses stand by with 
calendars and stopwatches saying, “Kill the 
fetus now, Doctor, while you still have time.  
You have ten seconds … five, four, three, two, 
one … Murder!” 

If you are in fact separating human 
beings into two classes, you have torn down 
a sort of dam.  That dam is the principle that 
all human beings have an equal right to live.  
To protect the children you believe have the 
right to live, you need to build a second dam 
that is stronger than the first.  That is because 
by negating the first dam, you have advanced 
the cause of killing.  But how in the world can 
you provide a principle more powerful than the 

equality-of-human-life ethic?
You must say to your peers, “You do not 

have the right to kill these unborn children,” 
which is rather difficult to do while you are 
also saying, “I have the right to kill these other 
unborn children.”  If one person can declare 
those pesky little babies to be disposable, who 
can’t?  

Are many abortions performed in the 
ninth month?  Of course not.  The purpose 
of asking about late abortions is what such 
questions reveal about pro-choicers’ extrem-
ist arguments.  Pro-choicers love to frame the 
issue around “Does life begin at conception?”, 
but how many abortions are done so early?

So far, I have been writing as if you are 
a pro-choicer who is “pro-some-abortion and 
anti-other-abortion.”  But in truth I think there 
is no such thing. You are not a pro-choicer.  
When I asked if you thought some abortion 
should be illegal, and you said yes, that is not 
what a pro-choicer would say.  For example, 
they don’t say, “I believe in a woman’s right to 
choose … up to the fourth month!”  A pro-
choicer is someone who supports abortion 
through all nine months, under all circum-
stances, with no exceptions.  As we’ve seen, the 
entire core pro-choice argument demands nine 
month prebirth infanticide, unconditionally.  
We all know pro-lifers oppose abortion from 
conception even in hard cases, so it would not 
be fair or accurate if pro-choice meant all other 
positions.  Pro-life is at one pole, pro-choice is 
at the other.  Public opinion polls that claim the 
majority of Americans are pro-choice wrongly 
assume that anyone who supports any abortion 
is pro-choice.  That “pro-choice means nine 
months” is true in all societies at all times, but 
in America today, there is another reason it is 
true: our law.

Our abortion law, created by the Supreme 
Court in 1973 in Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs. 
Bolton, is widely, wildly misunderstood.  It con-
tradicts and misrepresents itself.  Regardless of 
whether the law is an outright lie on behalf of 
the Supreme Court justices who wrote and 
defend it – which I think it is – or whether it 
was accidentally written in a profoundly con-
fusing way, the decision cannot be taken at face 
value.  

At one point, the High Court described 
a trimester compromise that would allow early 
abortion while allowing the states to render 
late abortion illegal.  Conventional wisdom 
leaves it at that.  But there is a loophole in Roe 
vs. Wade and a companion case, Doe vs. Bolton, 
which amounts to fine print – a deception.  In 
truth, prenatal homicide is legal until birth for 
any reason in every state, and has been for 40 
years.  It is only due to profound and ongoing 
malpractice in journalism and education 
that prevents the public from knowing about 
the nine-month pro-choice holocaust, and 
ignorance of this further institutional corrup-
tion simply increases the divorce from reality 
suffered by advocates of prenatal homicide. 

As for the question at the start of this 
letter, that is, whether or not you opposed any 
abortion, maybe you did not answer it.  Lots of 

pro-choicers won’t answer that question.  But a 
person who supports abortion is a nine-month 
pro-choicer until they say otherwise, and if 
they offer no justification for such late prenatal 
homicide, they don’t even claim the killings 
they endorse are right.  

Pro-choice-to-kill activists like to pretend 
we don’t have a nine-month law so they won’t 
have to answer for late abortion.  The truth is 
that even if the law is what the pro-choicers say 
it is, they still have to say whether or not they 
support late abortion.  Nine-monthers have 
tricked many Americans who want a moderate 
law into thinking they are pro-choice.

At this point, you might be thinking 
that the “pro-some-abortion and anti-other-
abortion” position cannot be defended, and 
I would agree.  So I ask whether you would 
like to become a pro-compromiser.  As I define 
this term, a pro-compromiser is someone who 
opposes some abortion, and is silent on others.  
A pro-compromiser does not support any 
abortion except perhaps if the woman’s life is 
endangered (which very rarely happens). He or 
she does not want to alienate his or her pro-life 
friends.

So the question is not “Should all 
abortion be illegal?” the question is, “Should 
any abortion be illegal?”  Pro-choicers don’t 
get to pick and choose which abortions they 
wish to defend – they must justify all of them.  
I, on the other hand, do not have to show all 
abortion is wrong.  As for the pro-choicers’ 
myopic focus on rape, incest and embryos, pro-
compromisers don’t opine because they believe 
the question is inappropriate given our law and 
the pro-choicers’ agenda.  

Most pro-compromises have no opinion 
on in vitro fertilization, embryonic stem cell 
research, cloning or contraception (although I 
support condoms).  Pro-compromisers differ 
on euthanasia and assisted suicide.  Shrink your 
message, expand your audience.  Today, asking 
about embryos is like asking about affirma-
tive action back when slavery was legal … the 
focus itself is the problem.  Pro-compromisers 
want the debate to move on to big babies, 
where nine-month pro-choice extremists are 
most vulnerable.  For every pro-lifer there are 
probably several pro-compromisers who don’t 
realize it.  Pro-compromise happens to be my 
position.  

Pro-compromisers don’t confront the 
same inconsistencies that people who are 
“pro-some-abortion and anti-other-abortion” 
do because they are not enemies of unborn 
human rights.  Pro-compromisers are not pro-
lifers, but are allies with them (both groups are 
anti-abortionists).  In fact, since people who are 
“pro-some-abortion and anti-other-abortion” 
cannot get the laws they want until Roe and 
Doe are overturned, they too are allies for the 
time being with pro-lifers and pro-compro-
misers, although this would come as a surprise 
to many of them.

Is pro-compromise morally consistent?  
If not, does that make it wrong?  Americans 
have been told for too long that if they want 
to make some abortion illegal, they must make 
all abortion illegal.  But laws don’t have to be 
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Shortly after iOS7 – The new 
version of Apple’s Operating 
System for iPhones, IPads, 
and IPod Touches – was 
available, I downloaded it and 

installed it on my iPhone and iPad (my Touch 
is too old to support the new software). Apple had 
been promoting the new features for a good 
while and I was sure that the new version 
would propel the iProducts back over the 
impressive Samsung Galaxy line of products.

My opinion changed in the first few days 
of using the new OS and I felt strongly enough 
to post the following message on Facebook 
and Google + (as well as e-mailing it to selected 
friends): “It seems to me that Apple must have 
hired the people who developed Windows 8 away 
from Microsoft and used them to develop iOS7. I 
have had Apple products since the first Apple II -- 
some like the Apple III and the Lisa have bombed 
-- but there has never been an Apple product that 
I would call UGLY until iOS7. The introduction 
of dull washed-out gray to the iOS desktop and 
virtual keyboard are so ugly that Steve Jobs must 
be turning over in his grave. Those that use folders 
(as I do) on the desktop will find the components 
within the folder to be unreadable. This is not the 
Apple that I knew!”

No one that I sent this diatribe to wrote 
back in disagreement – some wrote back extol-
ling some features of the new OS but agreeing 
with my comments on the unreadibility and 
ugliness of the presentation while others just 
agreed with my comments (perhaps they hadn’t 
yet found the good new features – such as they are).

Before going into specifics, I’ll establish 
my credibility as a loyal supporter of Apple, 
Inc (formerly Apple Computer, Inc.). I had my 
first Apple Computer in 1979 – and it was 
all based on another of the incredible strokes 
of luck in my career. After seventeen years 
involved with large computer systems for the 

Federal Government and Wall Street Firms, 
I was about to leave Morgan Stanley and 
Company (where I was the Director of Data 
processing) to form my own technology con-
sulting firm, “McMullen & McMullen, Inc.” 
with my wife, Barbara McMullen (who had 
even longer technology experience, going back to her 
high school years). The main focus of our consult-
ing business was to be large computer financial 
systems for brokerage firms and banks – and it 
would have been our focus if fate had not taken 
a hand.

We were standing by the elevator one 
day about to go to lunch in Morgan Stanley’s 
midtown office when a co-worker, Seth 
Gersch, arrived at the elevator and said “I 
understand your leaving to do consulting work.” 
When I affirmed that we were, he asked if “we 
had seen the computer on Ben Rosen’s desk” (Ben 
was later to become a principal and co-founder 
in the Venture Capital firm of “Sevin-Rosen 
Funds” and Chairman of Compaq Computer). 
When I said that we hadn’t, he suggested that 
we go and look at it.

We went up – I met Ben for the first 
time -- and he showed us the Apple II. He 
was connected to a farmer’s weather service in 
Kentucky – he showed us that and the “Dow 
Jones Portfolio Manager” (running from cassette 
tape) and a few games – and I was hooked. I 
decided that I would “get one of those just to fool 
around with” – and I did.

A few weeks later, we were in Charlie 
Griswald’s office at BTSI (our first client and 
Charlie was the president) and I happened to 
mention that I had bought the Apple II and 
he said “You should talk to my doctor. He’s the 
Apple distributor in South Jersey.” “Your doctor is 
an Apple distributor?” “Yes, he’s very bright and a 
cool guy.” It turned out that Charlie was a bit 
off – his doctor, Bill Merlino, had founded 
“Jonathan’s Apple,” the first Apple dealership in 
South Jersey – in Marleton, NJ to be exact. I 

called Bill – he became my computer dealer 
until he left the business and has been one on 
my closest friends for over 30 years.

About the same time, the first spreadsheet 
for any computer, “Visicalc” was developed by a 
Massachusetts start-up, “Software Arts,” and 
got its first major publicity through an article in 
Ben’s “Morgan Stanley Electronics Letter.” In the 
article, Ben made the famous prediction “This 
could be the software tail that wags the hardware 
dog.” (in other words, for the first time, software 
would sell hardware) – and the only computer 
on which Visicalc would run for a number of 
years was the Apple II. My firm, “McMullen & 
McMullen, Inc” was early in the Visicalc game 
and began training banks and brokerage firms 
in both the use of Visicalc and the use of the 
Apple II (and often supplying the computers from 
Jonathan’s Apple).

Our reputation for teaching Visicalc 
led the co-developer of Visicalc, Dan 
Bricklin, when asked by the editor of Popular 
Computer Magazine to write an article about 
the use of Visicalc, to recommend that Barbara 
McMullen write the article instead – and that 
led Barbara (and me) into writing – a few years 
later, we co-wrote the cover feature for PC 
Magazine about Apple Computer (which we 
had to drive into NYC in a driving snow storm 
because modem transmission to PC Magazine was 
not available).

Our interest in Apple products also led 
us to become involved with BAUG (“The Big 
Apple Users Group”) and I wound up as the 
club president for 10 years (first for 7 and then 
a few years later for another 3). This in turn led 
to being asked to teach courses at NYU about 
computers and spreadsheets, all tied in with 
Apple IIs, which, in turn, led to teaching and 
administrative positions for Barbara and / or 
me at The New School for Social Research, 
Marist College, Tufts University, Westchester 
Community College, Bard College, Monroe 

College, Iona College, and Purchase College 
(SUNY).

In short, running into Seth Gersch at that 
elevator and going off to see the Apple II on 
Ben Rosen’s desk led to a successful consult-
ing career and entry into writing and teaching 
careers so I had a strong sense of loyalty to 
Apple. The loyalty, however, was not blind – we 
did more work for years with “PCs” than Apple 
products because that was what our financial 
clients used – but, once the Macintosh arrived, 
it was my choice for writing. The Macintosh, 
even with its early memory and application 
limitations, was beautiful. It was elegant – with 
a great screen, wonderful fonts, and, before 
long, a great laser printer. All stories of the 
Macintosh development project dwell on the 
role that Steve Jobs played in its elegance – he 
demanded beauty and ease of use.

Apple continued this focus even in Jobs’ 
absence and, upon his return, the focus on 
elegance was even more apparent – with the 
large screen “works in the screen” iMac and then 
the widely successful iPod, iPhone, iPod Touch, 
and iPad. Walter Isaacson’s monumental biog-
raphy of Jobs stresses his almost obsessive focus 
on elegance. Then Jobs resigns and dies, Tim 
Cook takes over, and we get iOS7.

I’ve already written above about the ugly 
user interface and the inability to read all the 
icons but there are other things that I feel 
would drive Jobs crazy about iOS7:

There is a lack of consistency in the 
redone Apple apps on the iPhone (and, I 
imagine, on the other hardware). For example – 
and follow me closely on this – If you are in the 
“Messages” app and wish to delete some of the 
messages, you choose “Edit” on the upper left 
hand corner and delete items; when finished, 
you choose “Done” in the upper left hand 
corner and that completes the process. If you 
wish to do the same thing in the “Phone” app 
and delete some of the phone records, you go 
into the “Recents” tab and choose “Edit” which 
is on the upper right side and choose the items 
for deletion, When you finish, you go to “Done” 
on the upper right hand corner. The lack of 

consistency – left vs right – doesn’t sound like 
a big deal until you realize that “Clear” is on the 
upper left hand corner and if you touch that, 
thinking it’s where the Done command is, you 
delete ALL of the entries – Jobs would not 
have allowed that.

WCBS-TV (The local CBS channel in 
NYC) ran a recent segment, “Some Smartphones 
Dialing Up Motion Sickness” (http://newyork.
cbslocal.com/video/9393944-some-smart-
phones-dialing-up-motion-sickness/), that 
pointed out that the 3D flipping of screens 
under iOS7 is causing motion sickness (similar 
to car sickness). The segment showed doctors 
explain the problem and suggesting ways 
around the problem.

A friend and a long time supporter of 
Apple products, responding to my e-mail, 
said that the system had some good features 
but reported “It gratuitously did its magic on my 
several thousand pictures in iPhoto and it took me 
forever before I discovered I could get back to my 
albums with a tap of the finger. That crapola alter-
nate organization might work for someone who 
has taken all their pictures with an iPhone but I’ve 
got hundreds of scanned images plus my own art 
work and stuff I’ve downloaded from the Internet 
and friends. Apple’s scheme for organizing that 
stuff is not unlike a good card shuffle.”

I have friends who, hearing of the above, 
say that they won’t install iOS7 – Apple has 
shaken their confidence.

These problems appeared in the first week 
of iOS7’s appearance – there may well be more 
problems but these are enough for us to say 
“this is no longer the company of Steve Jobs.”
Creative Disruption is a continuing series examin-
ing the impact of constantly accelerating technology 
on the world around us. These changers normally 
happen under our personal radar until we find that 
the world as we knew it is no more.
Links to other writings, Podcasts, & Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com

morally consistent.  And aren’t the people 
who are “pro-some-abortion and anti-other-
abortion” morally inconsistent?  If nine-month 
pro-choicers were to be consistent, would 
they not have to advocate for the killing of all 
burdensome human beings?  If healthy viable 
unborn children can be killed, what about 
unhealthy newborn babies?

Pro-compromisers like myself would like 
to see a constitutional amendment that makes 
late abortion illegal, and such a law has a much 
better chance at being passed than the Human 
Life Amendment, which would bar abortion 
from conception.  Attempts to pass anti-late-
abortion laws are important even if they don’t 
pass because they focus attention on abortions 
most people oppose.

It has been said that anti-abortionists are 
unsophisticated.  When pro-lifers accept the 
outrageous way nine-month anti-lifers frame 
the issue, at conception and with hard cases, 
rather than focusing on late abortion, I some-
times think they are more interested in being 
right, by their definition, then in winning.  
When, in the 1990’s, I asked the former presi-
dent of the National Right to Life Committee, 
the late Dr. Jack Willke, (who has done a lot of 
good work) about why he and his organization 
did not draw more attention to late abortion, 
he replied, “People tend to not believe us about 
late abortion, so we talk about parental consent 
laws and waiting periods.”  My mouth hung 
open.  This was one of the most foolish and 
self-defeating things I had ever heard.  

Some pro-life purists refuse to support 
any sort of compromise. Some refuse to reach 

out to gays or non-Christians (I am an atheist).  
Anti-abortionists are not going to win if this 
attitude continues.  As for those pro-lifers 
who are opposed to the second arm of the 
anti-abortion movement - pro-compromisers 
– they need to be reminded that very few states 
will go directly from nine-month child dis-
memberment to no legal abortions at all.  The 
states will go through middle-of-the-road laws, 
and this has to happen before pro-lifers can 
win.  I myself am not an incrementalist – I am 
happy just making late abortion illegal around 
the world and I don’t think I’ll be successful in 
my lifetime.

When I first started out in this 
movement, I didn’t know there was such 
a thing as a nine-month pro-choicer any 
more than I knew of Jeffrey Dahmer.  Then 
I attended Purchase College, a very liberal 
school in the suburbs of New York.  I learned 

that nine-month pro-choice-to-kill-babies 
activists run the liberal establishment.  I believe 
that if and when people ask themselves about 
late prebirth infanticide, they will turn against 
pro-choicers and learn about the corruption in 
education and journalism that has protected 
the baby killers for so long.  Nine-monthers 
have co-opted the women’s movement and 
to a large extent, the civil rights movement, for 
two generations, and as the fanatic killers are 
exposed, the fight for women and people of 
color will get back on line.

I believe late abortion – especially of 
children who are old enough to survive outside 
the womb – is more outrageous than early 
abortion.  I am not saying younger unborn 
have less right to live than older ones, but I’m 
convinced abortionists who kill viable unborn 
children would have run the medical estab-
lishment in Nazi Germany.  I believe judges, 

politicians and other activists in the nine-
month abortion genocide movement would 
have had positions of power in the Third Reich.  

While pro-lifers don’t believe abortion-
ists should be subject to criminal law but only 
civil law, being fined and having their medical 
credentials suspended or revoked, I believe 
medical killers of viable children should go to 
prison.  I agree with pro-lifers than women 
who abort should not be punished at all.

At the beginning of this letter, you indi-
cated that you were “pro-some-abortion and 
anti-other-abortion.”  If you cannot counter 
my arguments here, yet you still support some 
prenatal homicide, you are saying about some 
babies, “These babies have a right to live – now 
kill them.”

Yours in searching for common ground,
Chris Rostenberg

PRO-CHOICE v PRO-LIFE

Dear Pro-Choicer, Are You Really “Pro-Compromise”?
Continued from page 11

iOS7 Proves Steve Jobs Sorely Missed
TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/video/9393944-some-smartphones-dialing-up-motion-sickness/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/video/9393944-some-smartphones-dialing-up-motion-sickness/
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By JOHN SIMON
The musical “Big Fish” is, 
alas, small potatoes. Based on 
a movie based in turn on a 
novel, it resists further trans-
formation. What may work 

on page and screen, does not comfortably fit 
the musical stage, and the whole show can be 
described as a shaggy fish story.

The book by John August, who also wrote 
the screenplay, concerns Edward Bloom, a 
small-town Alabama traveling salesman given 
to telling tall stories about his marvelous fairy-
tale experiences, told chiefly to his son Will as 
a ten-year-old and beyond. We open on a riv-
erside spot, where Edward had long ago taught 

Will how to fish, now on the day of Will’s 
wedding to Josephine under the rapt regard 
of the celebratory townfolk, headed by Sandra, 
Edward’s loyal wife and Will’s beloved mother.

The plot shuttles restlessly between loca-
tions in Edward’s tiny hometown and New 
York City, as well as some others such as the 
Auburn University campus. The time frame 
extends from Edward as a high-school sports 
star, through him as his town’s mature savior 
from annihilation, to the elderly hero dying of 
an unspecified illness.

It also involves Edward’s adultery with 
Jenny Hill, though without ceasing to love 

his wife, and grown-up Will’s tracking down, 
with help from a red folder containing a 
telltale document, the abandoned but torch-
bearing Jenny in the house Edward bought 
for her. So the action races back and forth 
between periods and locales, sometimes a pair 
shown simultaneously, all of it contributing to 
choppy, incoherent development and audience 
confusion.

This could, of course, be mitigated if 
the book were brilliant, and Andrew Lippa’s 
music and lyrics, however inoffensive, were 
better than unmemorably average. To top it all, 
the jumping onto the stage of a multitude of 
small fish in Act One, and an improbably giant 
one at the conclusion, have ultimately little 
bearing on the proceedings, save as symbols 

for Edward’s being a big fish in a little pond, 
which sit on the story like a minuscule cap on 
a swollen head.

There are some compensations. Susan 
Stroman is an able director and outstanding 
choreographer, and some of the dances are 
thoroughly original and enjoyable. Britain’s 
Julian Crouch has devised highly individual 
scenery, based largely on kaleidoscopic grids 
in something like vertiginous mitosis, further 
embellished by canny projections. There are 
also a forest whose trees turn into dancers 
and a single dancer delightfully embodying 
a terpsichorean campfire. Add William Ivey 

Long’s unfailingly handsome and imaginative 
costumes, Donald Holder’s exuberant lighting, 
and Benjamin Pearcy’s persuasive projections 
to the mix.

As Edward, Norbert Leo Butz is his 
habitually accomplished and amusing self, 
but here his skills are underused or coerced 
into recycling some of his standard maneu-
vers feeling somehow tacked-on. The talented 
Bobby Steggert, as Will, at least gets slightly 
better stuff to work with. Stately and winning 
Kate Baldwin enhances the run-of-the-mill 
role of Sandra, and Krystal Joy Brown and 
Zachary Unger do justice to Josephine and 
Young Will, with further support from Ryan 
Andes and Brad Oscar.

Mary-Mitchell Campbell’s music direc-
tion and Larry Hochman’s orchestrations 
are commendable, and Crouch or whoever 
figured out how to make a river look lifelike 

and a stage-filling field of daffodils sprout at 
the summoning of the aptly named Edward 
Bloom deserving a special nod. What no 
one has figured out is how to make fact and 

fantasy--in the shape of witch and werewolf, 
giant and mermaid--coexist easefully, probably 
impossible anyway.
Photos of Big Fish by and courtesy of Paul Kolnik.
Venue for Big Fish: Neil Simon Theatre, 250 
West 52nd Street, New York, NY. Tickets: 
212-239-6262 or 800-432-7780.43 
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We get simultaneously musicals about 
two legendary songstresses in “Lady Day” and 
“A Night With Janis Joplin,” part concerts, part 
(inadvertently) Plutarchian parallel lives. Both 
women fell prey to drugs and booze, and both 
died prematurely (44 and 27, respectively) after 
rollercoaster existences. The pseudonymous 
Billie Holiday was the Queen of Soul and 
Joplin the Queen of Blues and Rock ‘n’ Roll, 
obvious parallels not precluding differences 
between the shows.

“Lady Day,” written and directed by 
Stephen Stahl, features a London afternoon 
rehearsal and evening concert. Besides the 
accomplished singer and actress Dee Dee 
Bridgewater in the lead, we get manager Robert 
(David Ayers) and stagehand (Rafael Poueriet) 
in speaking parts, although the remarkable 
band (leader Billy Jolly and James Cammack, 
Jerome Jennings and Neil Johnson) also have 
some verbal interplay with Billie. There are 25 
songs and some reprises, admirably delivered 
by Ms. Bridgewater, both channeling Billie and 
adding something fine of her own, and acting 
compellingly besides.

Between the songs, and less riveting, 
are spoken comments and reminiscences by 
Holiday, evoking incidents from her private 
and professional lives, the London locale 
because of her losing, on account of a drug 
bust, her cabaret license for performing in her 
yearned-for America. The life recounted com-
prises, besides horrors and sadness, humorous 

episodes as well. The simple but adequate set 
is by Beowulf Borrit, the apt costuming by 
Patricia A. Hibbert, and there is mild interplay 
with the audience.

Lady Day photos by and courtesy of Carol 
Rosegg.

Venue for Lady Day: Little Shubert 
Theatre, 422 West 42nd Street, New York, NY. 
Tickets: 866-276-4887.
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Kate Baldwin as Sandra Bloom and Norbert Leo Butz as Edward Bloom.

Norbert Leo Butz as Edward Bloom, Zachary Under as Young Will, 
Sarrah Strimel as Girl in the Water and Company.The cast of Big Fish.
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songs and some reprises, admirably delivered 
by Ms. Bridgewater, both channeling Billie and 
adding something fine of her own, and acting 
compellingly besides.

Between the songs, and less riveting, 
are spoken comments and reminiscences by 
Holiday, evoking incidents from her private 
and professional lives, the London locale 
because of her losing, on account of a drug 
bust, her cabaret license for performing in her 
yearned-for America. The life recounted com-
prises, besides horrors and sadness, humorous 
episodes as well. The simple but adequate set 
is by Beowulf Borrit, the apt costuming by 
Patricia A. Hibbert, and there is mild interplay 
with the audience.

Lady Day photos by and courtesy of Carol 
Rosegg.

Venue for Lady Day: Little Shubert 
Theatre, 422 West 42nd Street, New York, NY. 
Tickets: 866-276-4887.

 
“A Night With Janis Joplin” is immensely more 
elaborate. Besides Mary Bridget Davies in the 
lead, we get a backup group of Joplinaires, 
played by Taprena Michelle Augustin, 
De’Adre Aziza, Allison Blackwell and Nikki 
Kimbraugh. They double as the four idols of 
Janis, Aretha Franklin, Etta James, Odetta and 
Bessie Smith, plus a couple of others.

Here, too, is a writer-director, Randy 
Johnson, though the abundant connecting 
monologues seem to include some actual 
Joplin. They feature extensive interaction with 
a variously and raucously hollering, leaping 
and stomping audience, as well as profusely 
interpolated onstage choreography by Patricia 
Wilson. But much of this is dwarfed by the 
scenic and lighting design of Justin Townsend 
and the abstract and figurative projections of 

Darrel Maloney.
This amounts to an elaborate, ubiqui-

tous rock concert-style light show, extending 
well into the audience, with different types of 
multicolored lighting changing restlessly in 
spectacular variety and abundance, to which 
Amy Clark’s apt costuming adding its own col-
orfulness. Just as diverse is the music-making 
of the versatile eight-piece band, led by music 
director and conductor Ross Seligman. The 
stage operates on two levels connected by stairs, 
all locations made extensive use of by both per-
formers and perambulating instrumentalists.

The score consists of 22 numbers and a 
few reprises, enthusiastically rendered by all 
concerned, some of them standards in rock 
versions, many of them intensely moody blues. 
Little as I know of the actual Joplin, it seems to 
me that Ms. Davies renders her accurately and 
ecstatically, and, as my companion observed, 
certainly working her ass off. That many of 
her lyrics are lost in the din hardly bothered 

the audience, which appeared to know them 
by heart.

Well, if you relish auditory and visual 
surfeit, “Janis Joplin” is the show for you. If, like 

me, you prefer something subtler, I can recom-
mend “Lady Day” for a nostalgic evening.
Photos of A Night with Janis Joplin by and courtesy 
of Joan Marcus.
Venue for A Night with Janis Joplin : Lyceum 
Theatre, 149 W. 45th Street, New York , NY. 
Tickets: 212-239-6200 or visit telecharge.com.
John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative Literature 
and has taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount Manhattan 
College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

Mary Bridget as Janis Joplin.

Continued from page 13
Fishes and Songbirds
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QUEST & DISCOVERY

Boston’s South End Beauty Rediscovered
By LEE DANIELS
Returning to the neigh-
borhood I had lived in 
23 years ago brought a 
pleasant surprise. The same 
tree-lined, brick sidewalks 

and townhouses of the South End, which 
is bordered on the north by Boston’s Back 
Bay area, greeted me, though the neigh-
borhood had noticeably expanded several 
blocks to the south and west from when I 
was a resident. On an afternoon jog the 
day I arrived, I felt a new energy in the area, 
discovering thriving, new businesses along 
the neighborhood’s main thoroughfares of 
Columbus Ave., Tremont St., Washington 
St., and Shawmut St.

Tucked away on one of the South End’s 
tranquil, leafy side streets adorned by the red 
brick Boston is famous for, the Clarendon 
Square Inn, where I stayed for my recent 
visit, was built as a single-family townhouse 
in 1867 by Silas Merrill, and first owned by 
Boston stationery, bank-note and bookkeep-
ing materials merchant J.L. Fairbanks.

Owner Stephen Gross, whose ancestry 
dates to 1639 and Boston’s founding period, 

bought the six-story building in 1998, exten-
sively renovated it, and opened the inn for 
business the following year, just about when 
the thriving South End began a notable 
expansion and gentrification.

Co-owner Bobby Ciletti, who was very 
gracious in arranging my booking and stay, 
and answering questions I had about the 
inn, offered a perspective of the South End 
which I thought emblematic of perhaps all 
who are lucky enough to be residents of the 
neighborhood.

“The South End is constantly evolving, 
which makes it one of the most vibrant 
neighborhoods in Boston. Over the past 15 
years, we’ve seen an explosion in the neigh-
borhood restaurant scene, which draws a 
constant flow of Bostonians and suburban-
ites looking for a fun night out and delicious 
food. Additionally, the South End hosts 
a thriving arts community and active real 
estate market, which has those vying for a 
South End address investing into substantial 
renovations of its townhouses,” explained 
Ciletti.

Upon arrival, I was greeted by vibrant 
and personable Misty, the day manager, on 

the stoop of the lovely inn, and engaged 
in pleasant conversation while I admired 
the lovely garden and fountain outside the 
entrance to the inn. I was the shown to the 
parking space behind the hotel (a key feature 
in the neighborhood’s busy resident parking 
system) and welcomed into the dining room, 
where a plate of homemade chocolate-chip 
cookies and pitcher of iced tea awaited.

Misty then led me on a brief tour of the 
main floor and parlor before showing me to 
my very comfortable guest room on level 1, 
which featured a large, King bed, flat screen 
T.V., and bathroom with a spacious, walk-in 
shower and luxurious Aveda toiletries.

The inn offers three different guest 
room types, each sporting a different theme, 
beginning on the bottom level of the 
building. On the second, or ground level, 
there is a spacious reception, which includes 
a very lovely sitting room and dining room 
(where guests are served breakfast), a reno-
vated butler’s pantry where the inn’s elaborate 
breakfast is presented, and a private kitchen 
at the rear of the floor.

The main stairway at the entrance to 
the house leads up to the third level, where 

the parlor is located—a grand area decorated 
by artwork and a spacious and comfortable 
sitting area used for special events such as 
holiday parties, book club meetings, and 
small weddings—and a library. Other guest 
rooms are found on the fourth, fifth and 
sixth levels, which all feature unique and 
stylish décor, with dashes of color exhibited 
by simple themes such as lemons and limes 
or pears. On the rooftop, there is a deck 
with scenic views of the South End and the 
Boston skyline, complete with a hot tub.

“Managing an Inn is exciting, because 
we meet people from all over the world. 
We express our personal style and ideas 
daily, which creates a genuine environment 
and brand that excites our guests and gives 
them an opportunity to see and experience 
Boston in a meaningful way. Everything we 
do and recommend is selected with the most 
dedicated intention and purpose, and is an 
extension of our personal style,” said Ciletti.

The morning I left, I was greeted by 
Misty, who seated me in the dining room, 
after which I was presented with a lavish 
spread that was not your average Continental 
breakfast: in addition to toast, French bread, 
pastry and scones, there were two fresh fruit 
salads, cereal, and a cheese and fancy cold cut 
assortment.

The South End: If You Go
Arts
USEA—Organization of artists who 
live and work in the South End which 
support locals artists and promotes the 
arts in the community by organizing 
free events for the public to showcase 
local artists. 
https://useaboston.com/
South End Garden Tour 
617-334-5988
southendgardentour.org
Lodging
Clarendon Square Inn 
198 West Brookline Street 
| 617-536-2229 
http://www.clarendonsquare.com/
Restaurants
Parish Café Mass Ave. 
493 Massachusetts Ave. 
617-391-0501 
http://parishcafe.com/mass-ave/
Named after a café in Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez’s Love in the Time of Cholera. 
(125 beers)
Addis Red Sea Ethiopian Restaurant 
544 Tremont St.  
(617) 426-8727 
http://www.addisredsea.com/
House of Siam Thai Restaurant 
592 Tremont Street 
(617) 267-7426 
houseofsiamboston.com
Grill 23 (Steak) 
161 Berkeley St. 
(617) 542-2255 
http://grill23.com 
One of Boston’s premier steakhouses, 
since 1988.
The Butcher Shop 
552 Tremont Street 
617-423-4800 
http://thebutchershopboston.com/
The Beehive (Nightlife) 
541 Tremont Street 
617-423-0069 
www.thebeehive.com
Restaurant, bar, nightly entertainment, 
Blues jam Sundays, Burlesque show 
Thursdays.Roof deck of Clarendon Square Inn, with covered hot tub found 

on the lower right of this photo; Western view.
Square Inn entrance and garden.One of the three guest-room levels of the Clarendon Square Inn.

Continued on page 15

http://telecharge.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
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http://www.mmm.edu/
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http://www.thebeehive.com
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“We have our pastries delivered from 
Pain D’Avignon, a lovely bakery on Cape 

Cod. We also use local markets such as 
Whole Foods for other breakfast items,” 
offered Ciletti.

Driving out of the South End after 
breakfast toward the entrance to the 
Massachusetts Turnpike, I was reminded 
of one of the reasons I had first chosen to 
live in Boston: despite its continued growth 

in recent years, it is still very manageable to 
navigate, both in traffic and on public trans-
portation, and above all, a very livable city 
with a provincial flavor that is personified by 
the quiet charm of the South End.

Lee Daniels, based in Pleasantville, NY, is 
an Arts & Leisure writer for The Westchester 
Guardian, the Yonkers Tribune, and a research 
editor for ICU, a financial services firm in Kiev, 
Ukraine.

QUEST & DISCOVERY

GovernmentSection
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Astorino Announces $14 Million in LDC Financing for Phelps Memorial Hospital
County Executive Robert P. Astorino 
announced that the county’s Local 
Development Corporation (LDC) approved 
a resolution that will give Phelps Memorial 
Hospital in Sleepy Hollow, New York, access 
to $14 million in tax-exempt bond financ-
ing towards the construction of a new 20,000 
square-foot surgical suite at the existing 
Medical Services Building. The project also 
includes construction of a 200-foot long 
enclosed corridor bridge connecting the new 
surgical suite to the main hospital building.

“Thanks to the partnership between 
Phelps Memorial Hospital and the county’s 
Local Development Corporation,” said 
Astorino, “Westchester residents will have 
more access to outstanding healthcare and 
our talented workforce of medical profession-
als will have more opportunity to find good 
paying jobs.”

Before the board vote, Alfred DelBello, 

of DelBello, Donnellan, Weingarten, Wise & 
Wiederkehr, LLP, made a presentation to the 
LDC board on behalf of Phelps Memorial 
Hospital and explained how the plan will 
improve patient care by increasing efficiency 
and staff productivity, while creating 10 perma-
nent medical professional jobs.

With the Phelps Memorial Hospital 
project, the LDC will have issued $246,425,000 
in tax-exempt bonds to Westchester non-
profits and helped create 774 jobs. There is no 
financial risk to county taxpayers.

Astorino established the county LDC 
to fill a void that had existed since January 
2008, when the state’s Industrial Development 
Agencies, including Westchester’s, lost the 
authority to issue bonds on behalf of non-
profit organizations.

Created under the state’s Not-For-Profit 
Corporation Law, the LDC consists of a board 
that reviews requests from non-profits seeking 

tax-free bonds and other financial incentives. 
The board consists of seven individuals, four 
of whom are appointed by the county execu-
tive, one by the legislative majority conference, 
one by the legislative minority conference and 
a representative from labor.

The LDC provides non-profits access 
to millions of dollars in low-cost, tax-exempt 
bonds for the financing of job-creating con-
struction projects. There is no financial risk to 
the county. The obligation for repaying the debt 
rests solely with the non-profit organizations. 
The LDC acts as a conduit to enable the non-
profits to receive tax exempt status.

Any non-profit organization looking to 
access the low-cost and tax-exempt project 
financing made available through the LDC 
should contact Jim Coleman, executive director 
of the LDC, at (914) 995-2963 or jcoleman@
westchestergov.com.

Board of Directors of Westchester County’s Local Development Corporation (LDC).

The Social and Civil Rights of Health 
Care and Our Religious Obligations
Too Many Questions Go Unanswered and I’m Afraid of the Answers.

HEALTHCARE

By GLENN SLABY
“This is one of the most impor-
tant social and civil rights issues 
in the United States.” Then 
Senator Pete Domenici 
(R.NM) speaking on equal 

health care treatment (parity), or those suf-
fering from a mental illness, as compared 
with other illnesses. That was over twelve 
years ago. The billed failed. The Republican 
controlled committee refused to act. Nothing 
has changed. The greatest nation has been 
stagnant with improving health care for all. I 
was one of those hurt by their poor decision 
of inaction. We must go forward and try to 
improve the lives of others.

With medical insurance and care being 
so drastically out of an individual’s reach, 
can health care, should health care, be seen 
as a right of any and all citizens - a right to 
a quality of life, a freedom from fear, from 

threat of losing everything? Can equality and 
democracy be reasonably served when health 
care affordability and quality are serious 
concerns for American families? Does every 
individual, Christian and non-Christian, have 
an obligation to other members of the larger 
community?

No one has a choice of the place, time, 
and circumstances of birth. Should an indi-
vidual’s rights to a quality of life, to an equality 
of life, be denied because of the factors of 
birth? Can, a health care act be seen as a social 
and civil rights issue that enables so many to 
receive benefits necessary to living a more 
complete life?

Medical expenses have soared to such an 
extent, we must accept the days of our parents 
will never return. No longer will medical 
expenses and insurance be such a “minor” 
percentage of a family’s income. (Insurance 
and bills consumed only a portion of a weekly 

Boston’s South End Beauty Rediscovered
Continued from page 14

Continued on page 16
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By BOB MARRONE
You and I will not be alive 
to witness it; nor will our 
children or grandchildren. 
But the march toward a more 
thoughtful, reason based, and 

less superstitious world has begun. The irony 
is that it has been kick started by the leader of 
arguably the world’s most long-standing static 
and pedantic institution, the Catholic Church. 
Impressively, it has been birthed by the single 
most powerful religious figure on earth, the 
Holy See. Pope Francis has begun, somewhat 

quietly, an era… an epoch really… of a new 
enlightenment. His recent statements about 
gays, non-Catholics, and modern life bode 
well for our collective future.

The cries and protests of conservative 
Catholics who for too long took comfort 
in the simple rigidity and false certainty of 
unquestionable dictates are sweet music to the 
ears of critical thinkers everywhere, including 
their fellow Catholics, agnostics and atheists. 
Like the drug addict who cannot accept that 
he or she has been the beneficiary of false 
security, they feel the honest pangs of doubt 

that are the siblings of free thought and the 
search for truth.

I did not think I would see this day in my 
lifetime; then again, why not? Most people 
did not believe they would see an African 
American president anytime soon. Absolutely 
no one could have believed that Nelson 
Mandella would ever get out of jail, much 
less become the president of South Africa. 
Common thinking at the beginning of the 
20th Century was that the telephone would 
be a passing fad. I don’t know about you, but 
I never thought back in the day that I would 

hold a Star Trek communicator in my hands, 
nor could I even conceive that I would watch 
movies on it. All that said; this is different.

We live in a world much of which is 
aflame in war; much of it fueled by uncompro-
mising religious belief and tribal differences. 
Elements of the Shia and Sunni sects of 
Islam are at each other’s throats or making 
common cause against the West and local 
Christians. Of course it was once the other 
way around during the Crusades. And the 
Christians between and among themselves 
did the business of slaughter proud during the 
Inquisition and later when the Catholics and 
Protestants had at one another. It was not that 
long ago that so called witches were burned 

at the stake here in America. Even today, in 
this day and age, in this country, rigid ideology 
trumps reason.

There are those who believe that a pur-
portedly loving God wants men and women 
who love each other and who physically bond 
with one another to burn in a hell fire. There 
are still others who believe, despite the reason-
able empirical progress of science, that the 
earth is 6000 years old. There are still others 
who believe that only those who accept 
Jesus Christ, as their personal savior, will go 
to heaven. As such, all others who do not 
believe as they do, including Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus, Agnostics and so forth, regardless of 

salary – and there was only one wage earner in 
the family.) Now, two wage earners are needed 
to meet common and reasonable expenses. 
Now insurance expense alone consumes a 
large share of the checkbook. Now medical 
expenses, including dental and vision care are 
expensive even with insurance. Why, how, did 
this cost curve grow so much out of control? 
When did the middle and lower classes fall to 
such an extent? When did they lose so much 
control over their lives? I need someone who 
can explain this to me.

The United States has always been the 
great beacon of hope for humanity. It will 
always be the great experiment. This nation 
has the capacity to change, adopt and grow 
and it will continue to be the center of devel-
opment and change that will be looked upon 
for generations as the great, successful experi-
ment of humanity that created hope for all 
people. Decent healthcare is a key component.

The Problem with Luke 16:19-31, 
the Parables and Other Encounters with 

the Wealthy.
Jesus through the New Testament has 

provided guideposts for individuals and 
Christian societies with respect to wealth, its 
contributions and whom can be considered 
neighbors (a definition that changed drasti-
cally with high technological innovations), 
but today those values seem to be absent, 
especially when it comes to healthcare and its 
related issues. Be it mental illness and parity, or 
affordable ‘routine’ medical needs, or reason-
able insurance, injustice exists and must be 
corrected. How much wealth and what type 
of wealth should be contributed / donated to 
those in need? Should / could distant villages, 
towns, cities be seen as within the definition 
of a neighbor? Is non-involvement an accept-
able position for citizens in a democracy? Can 
voters be accountable for those elected who 
do not adhere to the New Testament? Can 
our lack of involvement in political events, 
our ignorance, be considered a sin? Can one’s 
over zealousness lead into transgression and 
worse? Like a small coin placed in the palm of 

someone poor, it may not change the world, 
but it may change a life, God knows; he same 
with our votes and intentions.

If we are lucky, we may have many 
chances, but we only go around once in this 
life. Have our Christian politicians (and 
voters) acted as Christians? Has this country 
failed to live up Christianity’s tenets?

Christian love, dignity, respect.
What is one’s definition of love? Can 

we see it as a term beyond our cultural usage 
pertaining mainly to eroticism and physical 
conquest? Substitute the words compassion, 
respect, dignity, only then do we get the fuller 
meaning of our difficult obligation.

“I am obliged by the law of Christ and of the 
Spirit to be concerned with my brothers’ need, and 
above all with his greatest need, the need of love. 
How many terrible problems in relations between 
classes, nations and races in the modern world 
arise from the sad deficiency of love!” -- Thomas 
Merton.

As Christians, how should we act with 
love towards our fellow citizens (in dire need 
of insurance and health care) - by displaying 

justice and giving the innocent what they 
deserve, concurrently lifting up others to a 
better life. We have to understand that being 
a true Christian is difficult, especially when 
applying religious doctrine to social doctrine 
and political ideology. Should we care about 
the plight of so many who we will never meet? 
How do I reconcile my own guilt and selfish-
ness? How do I live with my insecurities? 
Where does selflessness end and selfishness 
begin? Are the right questions being asked?

“Christianity has not been tried and found 
wanting; it has been found difficult and not 
tried.” -- G.K. Chesterton.

If you view our America as a land of 
individual rights over community, then you 
may be against certain social doctrines. If you 
believe in the rights of the community over 
the individual, then you may be against some 
of the basics of individual liberty. A middle 
ground – distributism, an opposition to both 
socialism and capitalism; perhaps of interest 
for a future article.

Social Rights and the Four Freedoms
On January 6, 1941, President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt gave a speech of the four 

fundamental / essential freedoms that every 
person ,”everywhere in the world”, ought 
to enjoy: Freedom of speech, Freedom of 
worship, Freedom from want, and Freedom 
from fear. Does not everyone in this country 
have a right to an adequate standard of living - 
freedom from wants for themselves and their 
family? Everyone has the right to adequate 
healthcare and well-being of himself and 
his family. Should not the constant looming 
threats of illness and bankruptcy, if possible, be 
eliminated? It should never be a luxury but a 
right, for our nation, at this time and place.

It would be an error if our sons, especially 
the laity, should consider it more prudent to lessen 
their personal Christian commitment to the 
world: rather they shall renew and increase it. 
Pope John XXIII.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A former 
account with an MBA, he is a freelancer with 
The Westchester Guardian, writes part-time, and 
struggles with mental illness, yet works at the 
New Rochelle Public Library and at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital in Harrison, New York.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
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Governor Cuomo Calls on Public Service Commission to Reject Con Edison’s Proposal to Raise Utility Rates
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo sent a letter 
to the Public Service Commission (PSC) last 
week opposing Con Edison’s proposal to raise 
utility rates in 2014. 

“With the anniversary of Superstorm 
Sandy approaching and the recent power 
outage on the Metro-North’s New Haven 
line that inconvenienced tens of thousands of 
commuters, it’s clear that now is not the time 
for Con Edison to demand that its custom-
ers pay more,” Governor Cuomo said. “This 
year we strengthened the Public Service 
Commission in order to create a more aggres-
sive watchdog entity that could hold utilities 
across New York accountable to ratepayers.” 

The letter from the Governor is follows:

To the PSC Commissioners:
Since taking office, my administration 

has pushed to keep utility rates as low as 
possible while maintaining a highly reliable 
electric system. Superstorm Sandy, and more 
recently the disruption of service to Metro-
North, reinforced the importance of a reliable 
electric system and the need to hold utili-
ties accountable for their preparedness and 
response, especially when considering poten-
tial rate hikes. For the past several months, the 
Department of Public Service staff and other 
parties have been reviewing Con Edison’s 
request to increase electric delivery rates by 8 
percent, gas delivery rates by 2.5 percent, and 
steam delivery rates by 2.3 percent. Based on 
the submissions of staff and others, it is clear 

that such rate increases are not warranted, and 
I urge the Commission to reject the utility’s 
request to increase rates. 

As you know, this year’s Enacted Budget 
included new provisions in the Public Service 
Law to strengthen the oversight and enforce-
ment mechanisms of the Public Service 
Commission to ensure that major electric and 
gas utility companies are held accountable 
and responsive to regulators and customers. 
Giving real consideration to performance and 
service to ratepayers is consistent with our goal 
to make the Commission and Department 
effective regulators under our strengthened 
Public Service Law. 

According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, Con Edison 

customers already pay among the highest 
electricity rates in the nation, making it 
essential that the Commission scrutinize any 
request for further rate increases. New Yorkers 
need to get more value for the price they pay 
for utility service, and as part of this case the 
Commission and staff must also carefully 
evaluate proposed investments in the system 

to ensure such investments will benefit con-
sumers. Given the historically low interest 
rates and the economic and income growth 
forecasts, such investments can be made 
without the rate increase requested by the 
utility. Maintaining stable rates and indeed, 
lowering rates whenever feasible, is critical 
to supporting our economic recovery and 
creating jobs in the region. 

I commend the staff at the Department 
of Public Service for their efforts to fully 
review and analyze Con Edison’s rate request 
and to find opportunities to stabilize rates for 
the businesses and residents of New York.

Sincerely,
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
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By LEE H. HAMILTON  
The American public 
has lost patience with 
Washington. The 
question is, now what?

Congress is unable 
to do its job. It displays neither com-
petence nor responsibility. It lurches 
— reeling from crisis to crisis, each 
one self-manufactured in an effort to 
postpone the reckoning from some earlier 
crisis. It shut the government down over 
a temporary budget. Now it’s threaten-
ing the financial credibility of the U.S. 
government and the security and safety 
of the American people. Three years of 
last-minute spending decisions have cul-
minated in a television standoff with no 
actual negotiations.  

Too many members of Congress 
reject the notion that accommodation 
and time-honored procedures allow 
them to fulfill their responsibilities to the 
American people. They use their legislative 
skill to engage in brinksmanship rather 
than address the country’s fundamental 
problems. Economic growth? Creating 
jobs? Putting the federal budget on a 
sustainable path? Don’t look to Congress. 
They’re too busy coming up with the next 
short-term tactic to confront the other 
side. Every day they dither, they keep the 
government from addressing the nation’s 
real problems.  

Even worse, they’ve managed to raise 
real questions in this country and abroad 

about whether our system of govern-
ment can work. Are we saddled with a 
national legislature paralyzed by unending 
conflict? Are we capable of tackling our 
major problems? We are on the road to 
a government that cannot plan, a country 
shackled by perpetual uncertainty, and 
a loss of faith in our institutions both at 
home and abroad.  

We do not have to continue down 
that road, but we do have to confront 
a core problem. The political center in 
Congress has weakened to the point of 
ineffectiveness, if not near-irrelevance.  

That’s fine with some people in 
Washington, who are comfortable with 
gridlock and don’t think its consequences 
will be dire. Our government’s inabil-
ity to deal with problems, they argue, is 
good — a government that’s able to act, 
they believe, creates more problems than 
it solves.  

Likewise, some people acknowledge 
polarization as a problem, but blame it 
on an electorate that prefers a divided 
government, split between the parties. 
All I can say is that divided government 
in the past — think Ronald Reagan and 
Tip O’Neill — didn’t keep Congress from 
creatively addressing national challenges. 
Divided government is not easy, but it is 
not unusual and it can work.  

Politicians don’t deserve all the 
blame. Voters share responsibility: more 
people have to turn out to vote. The more 
people who vote, the better the chances 
to strengthen the political center — that 

is, moderates and pragmatists. That’s 
because low turnout brings out the most 
ideologically intense voters, who in turn 
reward the most polarizing candidates. 
A Congress more representative of the 
American people rests on expanding 
efforts to convince people to vote, and 
beating back the barriers to voting.  

The second solution lies with 
members of Congress. Contemplating a 
government shutdown, a Kentucky con-
gressman recently explained his stance by 
saying, “All that really matters is what my 
district wants.” This is not an uncommon 
view, but it’s a distressingly limited one. 
Our system depends on members who 
believe it’s also their responsibility to 
lead and inform voters, who are willing 
to weigh the national interest as well as 
parochial concerns and who have con-
fidence in our system to resolve political 
differences.  

In other words, we need members of 
Congress devoted to making the system 
work. We need men and women in office 
who understand that when the voters 
give us a divided government, they have 
no choice but to accept the distribution of 
power and work with it, regardless of what 
they wish were the case. We need legisla-
tors who realize that those on the other 
side feel just as passionately and deserve 
their respect, and who are committed to 
finding a solution to our problems.  

We change laws in our democracy 
and solve our most difficult issues in this 
country not by bringing government to a 
halt, but by fighting out the issues before 
the voters in an election. At the end of 

the life they lead, are doomed to eternal 
damnation.

It is easier to follow a simple set 
of rules, than it is to think and live with 
doubt. It is easier to do what you are told 
and wait for a reward than it is to question. 
The modern day author and evolutionary 
biologist Richard Dawkins has proposed 
a new word, dundridge. He told an inter-
viewer that “It comes from a novel by Tom 
Sharpe. A dundridge is a minor official 
who has no flexibility, no discretion, no 
humanity.” Dear reader, Pope Francis is 
no dundrige. Bless him; he has broken the 
ice on the movement of a great glacier of 
enlightenment. He has introduced critical 
thought into religious dogma in a way that 
is irreversible. He has, in effect, injected a 
warm antibiotic of reason into the frozen 
ideas brought forth in books of false cer-
tainty written thousands of years ago by 
men who thought the world was flat and 

that weather was a sign from above. Let 
me steal, nonetheless, their acclamation: 
Hallelujah.

I may be going too far with this, 
but it is likely that Francis has begun a 
revolution in his own church that will 
rival Martin Luther’s Reformation. Had 
this Pope existed when Father Martin 
posted his complaints on the church 
door there might not have been a revolu-
tion at all. Now, time will tell; but it will 
be a long time. Fear and ignorance exert 
powerful force. Like Lincoln proceeded 
with the slavery issue, the Pope will have 
to move carefully, as fixed minds can only 
be moved an inch at a time. Yet I believe, 
I hope, that one-day Pope Francis will be 
looked upon as one of the most transfor-
mative figures in history.

Pope Francis has practical reasons for 
his recent statements. Attendance at Mass 
is at an all-time low. The sex scandals have 
greatly reduced the moral authority of the 

Church. And there are very few candi-
dates for the priesthood coming from first 
world countries. The notion of celibacy 
and the ban on women priests have 
contributed to this by keeping out true 
believers, straight and gay, who want to 
serve, but also want a partner and a family. 
Also, the church cannot continue to 
condemn homosexuality when a signifi-
cant portion of its clerics are gay. Indeed, 
it can be argued that the Church’s public 
reputation of priestly pedophilia has unin-
tentionally exacerbated its unwillingness 
to accept this fact and deal openly with it.

Pope Francis’s humility seems 
genuine, as does his love for people. His 
wisdom for the practical is one of the 
tools of all great leaders. This Pope gets 
it. The Church may have a future in the 
modern world after all. The outcome will 
be known by our progeny.
Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Who do you work for?

Most of us ulti-
mately work for our 
clients or customers. 
But people who run 
companies that provide 

communications services are learning that 
they may actually work for the govern-
ment – or at least the government thinks 
so.

Last week The New York Times 
reported on newly public details of the 
events that led Ladar Levison to close 
his company, email provider Lavabit. The 
small company received a publicity boost 
when it became known that National 
Security Agency contractor-turned-leaker 
Edward Snowden used the service due to 
its above-average security features.

Unfortunately for Levison, increased 
awareness included attention from the 
FBI, which was pursuing information 
on Snowden and his contacts. While 
Levison was willing to cooperate in 
tapping Snowden’s personal account 
under a court order, he was not willing to 
provide information that would essentially 
open the accounts of all Lavabit’s users to 
the authorities. “You don’t need to bug an 
entire city to bug one guy’s phone calls,” 
Levison said in a recent interview.

While Levison had opened indi-
vidual accounts to law enforcement in 
earlier cases, that was not good enough 
for the officials pursuing Snowden. This 
conflict led to a standoff; eventually, 
Levison turned over Lavabit’s encryption 
keys and, on the same day, shuttered his 
service. He posted a letter on his website 
explaining his decision to the extent he 
legally could. He also noted, “[…] without 
congressional action or a strong judicial 
precedent, I would strongly recommend 
against anyone trusting their private data 
to a company with physical ties to the 
United States.”

The Times reported that the prosecu-
tor in Levison’s case told Levison’s lawyer 
that handing over encryption keys to a site 
while simultaneously shutting it down fell 
just short of a criminal act. Presumably the 
crime in question would be obstruction 
of justice, or possibly violating the court’s 
order that Levison produce his site’s 

encryption keys in electronic form.
Regardless, the implication is clear. 

If you run a communication business, 
you are working for the spymasters. And 
if the spymasters think your communica-
tion channel is useful to them, you have 
an obligation to keep running it for their 
benefit, regardless of your principles or of 
the obligation you hold to preserve your 
customers’ confidentiality.

Even the biggest businesses in the 
country have, until now, been unable to 
stand up to government pressure. No 
major telecommunication company 
has challenged the government’s data 
requests to this point, and the government 
contends that customers do not have the 
standing to challenge the process them-
selves. Even the threat of the full force of 
that pressure is enough to put businesses 
like Levison’s out of business. His decision 
to hold to his principles meant watching 
a decade of his life slip down the drain, 
with the added burden of a legal fight his 
two-person business was not equipped to 
sustain.

Levison’s struggle is one of many new 
developments in an unfolding story that 
has not yet shown any sign of reaching its 
climax. According to Sen. Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., who along with Snowden has 
emerged as a hero of this drama, the 
security establishment continues to hide 
exactly what they’ve been doing, as well as 
when and why.

Wyden asked Gen. Keith Alexander, 
the head of the NSA, “whether the NSA 
has ever collected or made any plans to 
collect Americans’ cell-site information 
in bulk,” at a recent hearing. Alexander 
denied it. Yet last week The New York Times 
reported that a secret NSA project in 2010 
and 2011 did just that. James R. Clapper, 
the director of national intelligence, noted 
when confirming The Times’ story that 
the data was only used to test a program 
that never went forward. The data “was 
never available for intelligence analysis 
purposes,” he said. There is a gap, however, 
between “never used” and “never collected.”

At the same Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing, Alexander acknowl-
edged that the NSA collects data on 
Americans through social networks. 
However, he was quick to call a recent 

Times article claiming as much “inac-
curate and wrong.” Alexander did not 
specify what the article was wrong 
about; his only specific rebuttal was 

to deny that his agency built “dossiers” 
on Americans, though The Times article 
never suggested that it did.

The continued near-silence from 
top-level executive branch officials, 
starting with the president but also includ-
ing Attorney General Eric Holder and 
the current and former secretaries of state, 
is beginning to verge on the bizarre. Yes, 
we know the president has a lot on his 
plate right now, but just weeks ago, the 
apprehension of Snowden seemed to be 
all the administration cared about. Yet 
Obama and those near him evidently 
have nothing to say about what change, if 
any, we need to make in our security laws 
and in the conduct of the security agencies 
that carry them out. Even at the Judiciary 
Committee hearing that was meant to 
focus on proposed NSA program reforms, 
Alexander and Clapper spent more time 
fielding questions about current practices 
than discussing the potential for change.

For those of us old enough to 
remember the era of J. Edgar Hoover, 
this is all beginning to seem familiar. The 
NSA has set itself up to be mistrusted, 
considering the number of practices it 
has first denied and later acknowledged. 
So perhaps we should exercise skepticism 
when the agency says it does not keep 
dossiers on Americans.

That might be true for most of us. 
But given the silence from above, it’s fair 
to wonder whether the spooks are keeping 
files on at least a few of their fellow citizens 
– namely the ones who are supposed to 
be minding the people who seem to be 
minding our business.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hudson, 
N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 
2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.
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Working For The Spooks

the day, we have to move the country 
forward — and we need to elect members 
of Congress who are willing and able to 
do that.  

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.  

Now on Facebook you can find information 
about our educational resources and programs, 
and you can share your thoughts about 
Congress, civic education, and the citizen’s 
role in representative democracy. “Like” us on 
Facebook at “Center on Congress at Indiana 
University.”  

It’s Time For An Intervention
LEE HAMILTON COMMENTARY

Continued from page 17

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=87054a2c70&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b174a215d1&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=646fa5eb99&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=646fa5eb99&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=62c82f588b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=62c82f588b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=13482e6bf4&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=e3899e6aaf&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=e3899e6aaf&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b87efd1fba&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b87efd1fba&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=31a0ff06a4&e=23984343dd


Page 19THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, OCTOBER 17, 2013 

NOTICE OF FORMATION

Merritt Capital and Consulting LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed with Secy of State (SSNY) on April 18, 2013. 
Office Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy of process against 
LLC to principal business address: 5 Pheasant 
Dr., Armonk, NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
the Secy of State (SSNY) on June 26, 2013.  Off. 
Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
for service on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 16-J, Yon-
kers, NY 10701.   Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of Formation of JMS MOVING & DE-
LIVERY SERVICES LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 8/26/13.  Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to Junior M. Soogrim, 601 
Bellevue Ave N, Yonkers, NY 10703.  Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

SMOOTH SKIN CARE LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/6/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O United States Corpora-
tion Agents Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
Registered Agent United States Corporation 
Agents Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228.

VMS ENDEAVORS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/2/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 8 Fairway Dr., 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of formation of Goeprof, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 07/16/2013. Office loc.: Albany 
County. SSNY has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. The PO address to which the SSNY 
shall mail process to 1737 Congress Ave, 
Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose of LLC: Distribu-
tion of e-learning material.

LEGAL NOTICE: NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC), Name: 
GREAT DAY FAMILY CHILD CARE LLC; Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 09/16/2013; Of-
fice Location: Westchester County; SSNY has 
been designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served; SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to: C/O GREAT DAY FAM-
ILY CHILD CARE LLC, 22 Siebrecht Pl, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10804

HARRISON REAL ESTATE GROUP, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/11/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
287 Bowman Ave Purchase, NY 10577. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Maria:  914.632.1230 

ARTS & Craft Vendors Wanted

Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to be held 
indoors in Bronxville, NY by Build-
ing Hope for the New Yonkers 
Animal Shelter New items only - 
contact: Julie 914-924-0708; Email: 
GingerJ415@aol.com 

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
----------------------------------------------------------Index No.:  54815/2012    
DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc.,                                                          Filed: 9/19/13
 
                                  Plaintif,                                                                                 
    
                           

                  -against-  

George J. Lambert, Westchester  County Public Administrator,  as Administrator for the 
estate of James W. Lancia, his/her respective heirs-at-law, next-of-kin, distributees, execu-
tors, administrators, trustees, devisees, legatees, assignees, lienors, creditors, and suc-
cessors in interest and generally all persons having or claiming under, by or through said 
defendant   who may be deceased, by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise, any right, 
title or interest in the real property described in the complaint herein, Janice M. Lancia, 
as heir to the Estate of James W. Lancia, James Lancia III, as heir to the Estate of James 
W. Lancia, United States of America, New York State Department of Taxation and Finance,   

                                   Defendants.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------X

TO THE ABOVE NAMED  DEfENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy 
of your Answer or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a Notice of Ap-
pearance on the attorneys for the plaintif within  twenty (20) days after service of this Sum-
mons, exclusive of the day of service; or within thirty (30) days after service is complete if 
this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York; or within sixty 
(60) days if it is the United States of America. In case of your failure to appear or answer, 
judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $596,000.00 
and interest, recorded in the office of the clerk of the County of Westchester on November 
29, 2006 in Control No.: 462910308, Page covering premises known as 304 Warren Avenue 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing  the sale of the premises 
described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER  OF LOSING YOUR  HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on 
the attorney for the mortgage company  who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you 
and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose 
your home.

Speak   to  an  attorney or  go  to  the  court where  your  case  is  pending for  further infor-
mation on how to answer the summons and  protect your  property.

Sending a payment to your  mortgage company will not stop  this foreclosure action. 

YOU  MUST  RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY  OF  THE   ANSWER   ON  THE ATTORNEY  FOR  
THE   PLAINTIFF  (MORTGAGE  COMPANY) AND  FILING THE ANSWER  WITH THE  COURT.

Dated:  Bay Shore, New York
July 1, 2013                                                                      

TO:

United States of America- Internal Revenue Service
86 Chambers Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10007

New York State Department of Taxation and Finance
Harriman State Office Campus- Bldg 9, Albany, NY 12207

James Lancia III, as heir to the Estate of James W. Lancia
847 N. Hoyne Avenue, Apt 2F-N Chicago, IL 60622-4995

Janice M. Lancia, as heir to the estate of James W. Lancia
514 Warren Avenue, Mamaroneck, NY 10543-1333

George J. Lambert, Westchester County Public Administrator
111 Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Boulevard, 17th Floor, White Plains, NY 10601

SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS

Plaintiff designates 
Westchester County 
as the place of trial. 
Venue is based upon the County in which 
the mortgaged premises is situated.

Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, 
Weisman & Gordon, LLP
By Linda P. Manfredi, Esq.
(Attorneys for Plaintiff)
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706 
(631) 969-3100
Our File No.:  01-032797-FOO

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that an order entered by the Supreme Court, Westchester County, 
on the 16th day of September, 2013, bearing Index No. 2694/13, a copy of which may be 
examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, White 
Plains, NY  grants me, FRANCA CHIMA MOFUNANYA, the right to assume the name FRAN-
CA CHIMA MOFUS.   My present address is 181 Clunie Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10703 The date 
of my birth is October 7, 1964 and the place of my birth is Nigeria.

Spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M) 
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8 
Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM
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W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages, and at all stages of life. 

From New York State of Health: The Official Health Plan
Marketplace, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed
Care, Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care
and more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

(1-888-343-3547) • 

*Products not available in all counties.
For more information about Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York 
Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678. For more information about Medicaid,
Family Health Plus, and Child Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 
1-855-693-6765.

Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the 
past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll in
Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason
your children lost employer-based coverage. 

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org
To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

To learn more, call Fidelis Care today at 1-888-FIDELIS 
(1-888-343-3547) or visit fideliscare.org. We have a
health insurance program that's right for you - and the
ones you love. 
Look for Fidelis Care in the Health Plan Marketplace,* with
some of the most competitively priced products available! 


