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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
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Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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CommunitySection

With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

-at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

  • 15 Year Fixed Rate Loans Available

  •  30 Year Payout
  •  Interest Only Loans Available 

  •  Fast Closings for Quali� ed Borrowers

Lexington Capital
Associates

Multifamily
is our Specialty

LexCapAssociates.com
914.633.4100

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.
240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
So the National Hockey League 
has locked out their players and 
the pre-season has been canceled; 
not to worry, it will just give you 
more time to read this week’s 

edition of “News and Notes…”
Did you know walking for at least 30 

minutes every day could help reduce your risk 
of heart disease and stroke? So take the first 
step today and sign up for the American Heart 
Association’s Heart Walk on October 22nd at the 
Kensico Dam in Valhalla.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month and The Putnam/Northern Westchester 
Women’s Resource Center have launched their 
“Go Purple” campaign…encouraging everyone 
to wear purple on October 17th to help generate 
awareness of domestic violence and dating abuse.

Congratulations to Christopher Doerr and 
Andrew Steinbeck as they have been awarded the 
rank of Eagle Scout in Troop 12 in Pleasantville, 
way to go guys…

The annual Scarecrows and Pumpkins 
Parade will take place in Greenburgh on October 
28th.

If you do not have a BDOG baseball cap 
then you are not up to date on your latest must 
have Bedford attire. The Bedford Dog Owner’s 
Group is conducting a fundraiser throughout 
October to replenish funds used for two recent 
projects at the Canine Commons. A custom 
designed BDOG baseball cap, made in the 
USA, will be offered for every donation of $20 
or more. Wear it with pride and at the same time 
inform others about BDOG’s important work. 
John Plunkett, a graphic designer and dog park 
regular, created the whimsical new BDOG logo. 
BDOG Board members and volunteers will be 
collecting donations at the dog park and cooper-
ating businesses about town.

The Bedford Hills Fire Department will 
hold an open house on Sunday October 14th, 
come visit their sparkling new facility.

It is the Fall Foliage Festival (try saying that 
3 times fast) time again at Broadway Field in 
Hawthorne. There will be rides, music, games, 
pumpkin decorating and scarecrow decorating.

The Pound Ridge Library is hosting 
on October 11th a discussion “Cultivating 
Compassion,” learning compassion through 
understanding others…perhaps some of our 
world leaders should stop by.

Our friends at the Bedford Village Chowder 
& Marching Club are holding their annual Fall 
Fundraiser “Swish & Swing” (sounds like me 
playing golf ) at the Bedford Golf and Tennis 
Club on October 12th.

Stefan Kampe reminds us not to miss the 
Bedford Village Lions Club Sports Equipment 
Buy/Sell Event October 13th and 14th . The 
Bedford Village Lion’s Club is hosting a commu-
nity event where anyone can donate and/or sell 
(consign) their gently used sports equipment 
and clothing at the Bedford Village Elementary 
School. This is expected to be a great opportunity 
to get a few dollars back on sports equipment you 
have grown out of and/or pick up some quality 
sports equipment and clothing for a good price 
while supporting the Bedford Village Lions 
Club Foundation.

You know there is an app for most anything 
today; the latest is from the New York State Parks 
Department, “Oh Ranger! NY State Parks,” a 
free iPhone application that provides informa-
tion for visitors to more than 200 parks, historic 
sites, golf courses and campgrounds. I think the 
next app should be a “nap” app, showing good 
places to snooze…

Good luck to Rye Neck eighth grader Carly 
Rose Sonenclar as she competes on Fox’s “The 
X Factor.”

The Hudson Valley Hospital Center, as part 
of Breast Cancer Awareness month is inviting 
women to stop by its Jazz Up Your Foundation 
event on October 25th for more information call 
914-734-3794.

With two girls in college this event has 
special meaning to our family…the 8th Annual 
5K Lindsey Run/Walk will be held at SUNY 
Purchase on October 28th. The event is organized 
by PEACE OUTside Campus; the Lindsey 
M. Bonistall Foundation promotes safe college 
communities.

Here’s a “ringer,” the Pleasantville Lions 
Club is once again hosting its annual Horseshoe 
Tournament on October 13th at Roselle Park, all 
proceeds benefit the Interfaith Emergency Food 
Pantry.

The Harrison Chorus Parents Association 
presents a fundraising concert, Beatlemania The 
Tribute on October 13th at the Harrison High 
School Performing Arts Center.

Let’s share the power of a wish, by donating 
your car to Wheel For Wishes from the Make–
A-Wish of Hudson Valley, give them a call at 
914-368-2319 for more information.

October is one of my favorite months of the 
year, as we celebrate Oktober Fest around the 
area, cheers to all our good friends and neigh-
bors… See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

http://bedford.patch.com/x-apple-data-detectors:/33


Page 4 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2012

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Orenburg’s East-West 
Film Festival was born 
five years ago with the 
combined efforts of 
Ross Film Productions, 

the Russian Ministry of Culture, and 
the administration of the Orenburg 
region. The theme of the festival is 
to showcase classics and avant-garde 
films in addition to the combined 
Russian and international competition 
reflecting the multicultural and multi-
ethnic diversity of Russia, from old 
times to contemporary genres. Selected 

films show how Europe and Asia, East 
and West, have met to recently begin 
a fascinating dialogue. In the last five 
years, the newborn festival has shown 
a wide variety of films emanating from 
Croatia, China, Serbia, Kazakhstan, 
Poland, Austria, Israel, Norway, 
Slovenia, the Netherlands, Kyrgyzstan, 
and of course Russia, to name but a 
few countries.

Orenburg was not randomly or 
lightly chosen to be the festival’s loca-
tion. Around 932 miles southeast of 
Moscow and very close to the border 
with Kazakhstan, Orenburg has 129 
nationalities living about it at the 

crossroads of Europe and Asia, where 
Orthodox churches exist alongside 
Muslim mosques.

In 1734, the burgeoning Russian 
Empire began expanding into Asia by 
constructing an eastern frontier fortress 
town in the southern Ural mountains 
region that would be named Orenburg, 
which means “fortress near the Or”, 
making reference to the Or River, as 
the term “burg’ is German derivative 
for castle and/or fortress. Aleksandr 
Pushkin, considered Russia’s greatest 
poet and founder of modern Russian 
literature, visited Orenburg in 1833 

during a research trip for his books The 
History of Pugachev, and his famous 
novel The Captain’s Daughter. He met 
his friend Vladimir Dal there; Dal 
would come to later write the first 
definitive Russian language dictionary. 
Orenburg has a beautiful Pushkin 
statue in front of his museum. A walk 
from the museum leads to the metallic 
bridge across the Ural River, separating 
Europe and Asia. In the middle of the 
Orenburg Bridge where a signpost 
stipulates: “Asia” and on the opposite 
side designates “Europe”. A closer 
look of the two edges of the bridge 
reveals tens of locks installed by tens 

of sweethearts with terms of love and 
symbols written all over them; true and 
great icons of the eternal bonds of love.

At the festival, whose opening 
night featured a unique panorama 
of singing, dancing, even painting 
constructed of sand created on stage, 
were all a sublime backdrop to an 
artistic couple that presented the selec-
tion of films to the jury members and 
the audience. I was privileged and 
honored to be a jury member of the 
international competition under the 
aegis of the great Polish filmmaker 
Krzystof Zanussi, Serbian film-
maker Goran Markovic, and Latvian 
actress Mirdza Martinsone. The ten 

films we had to qualify were mostly 
co-productions covering intense 
subject matter that dealt with the 
ever-changing boundaries; the social, 
political and religious disparity among 
the various nations and/or within a 
single society. Among them, Milos 
Radivojevic’s How I Was Stolen by the 
Germans that describes the story of a 
Serbian man whose life was influenced 
by the people he grew up with. As a 
child, he felt neglected by his commu-
nist mother only to be taken care of 
by a German officer, who occupied 
his home during the Second World 
War and who was the only person 
offering him love and warmth during 

his childhood. Markus Imboden’s The 
Foster Boy that will open in New York 
this month, is a dark drama set in the 
1950s about Max, a young man who is 
taken from the orphanage and sent to 
work on a farm as a “Verdingbub” or 
“contract child”, a practice that lasted 
from the early 1800s until the 1960s. It 
was a taboo topic in Switzerland that 
had never been previously depicted 
before in film. Max is exposed to 
psychological and physical abuse by 
the whole family; the alcoholic father, 
the greedy wife, and the sexually mani-
acal son. Max’s only escape was playing 
the accordion and dreaming of a better 
life in Argentina.

More about the Orenburg’s films 
and stars in the next article.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 
in The Netherlands. He also contributes 
to Variety, in the United States, and is 
the film critic of Variety Arabia (http://
varietyarabia.com/), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

East Meets West in Orenburg

Apres party performance.Opening Night at the East Meets 
West Orenburg Film Festival.

Orenburg Bridge across Ural River 
ties Europe and Asia together.

Sherif Awad in Pushkin’s Realm.

Locks of affection and love locked into place on the edge of the 
Orenburg Bridge that locks Asia to Europe in “love”.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Hartley House Revitalization and Development Project Granted Additional Amendments Despite Objections
By PEGGY GODFREY
Yet again, The New 
Rochelle Planning 
Board has granted 
the Hartley House 
Revitalization 
and Development 
project two more 

changes to their site plan despite 

voiced objections. Now managed by 
Winthrop Housing, LLC, and New 
Rochelle Municipal Housing duopoly, 
the principals requested two addi-
tional amendment to the previously 
approved site plan. It was granted, 
despite objections raised.

The original master site plan, 
which was developed after a series of 

differing proposals had been reported 
in various media, called for two-family 
houses and townhouses with home 
ownership. The most recent request 
asked that home ownership units be 
permitted to be rental units instead. 
The number of rentals rose from 198 
to 228. The rationale expressed by 
New Rochelle Municipal Housing 

Authority Executive Director Steven 
Horton is the dismal national housing 
crisis

The financing has already been 
approved. One of the funding sources 
was Westchester County. According 
to New Rochelle Development 
Commissioner Michael Freimuth, 
funding was put together by 

Steven Horton, and Rella Fogliano, 
with MacQuestin Development. 
Additional funding sources include 
taxpayer money derived from state 
mortgage and federal tax credits.

Questions were asked of Planning 
Board Chairman Douglas Hocking 
particularly if the rock formations 
along the northeasterly perimeter of 

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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By GLENN SLABY
Imagine turning on the radio or 
reading the newspaper and being 
told you are no longer capable of 
doing a job that you have trained 
your entire life. A job you worked at, 

studied and dreamed about every day. You’re called 
a bum, told you stink, that you failed and passed 
your prime. Or maybe your children heard those 
comments in school while you’re spending half the 
time on the road and your team’s hometown is not 
really your home. You’re still away from your loved 
ones. You’re barely thirty.

You perform in front of thousands, ready and 
willing enough to judge your every move. They 
will quickly commend, as well as condemn you, 
but you maintain your effort because you love the 
game. If you’re a position player, you might be able 
to perform and prove your worth everyday; where 
failing 7 out of 10 times is considered success. But 
as a pitcher you have to live through days of waiting 
for the next performance, with periods of intense 

doubt, self-analysis replaying a particular pitch. 
Your dreams become nightmares. Being a public 
figure can make you leery of being in the public 
spotlight. You’re living in a pressure cooker. You 
find ways to unwind, live with uncertainty, relax, 
and hopefully some of these stress reducing habits 
don’t become habit forming, e.g. alcohol. You are 
also supposed to be strong, mature, and self-reliant 
in a secular, masculine world where negative feel-
ings and doubt should be masked over. How much 
can the psyche endure?

Besides anxiety, players can experience other 
forms of mental health issues or the diagnosis of 
depression. In 2009, Reds first baseman and future 
MVP, Joey Votto experienced anxiety coupled 
with depression. Kahill Greene, had the same dual 
diagnosis. Pitchers Scott Schoeneweis (Arizona) 
and Justin Duchscherer (Oakland) suffered from 
depression. One of the most active years for having 
players on the disabled list (DL), 2009 saw five 
players with mental health issues.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

the site might be perceptually softened from its 
present “stark” appearance by planting trees. It 
was suggested he consider fast growing evergreen 
variety, strategically spaced.

During the public comment section of the 
meeting, Donna Henry wanted to know how 
it would be decided which residents would be 
given new apartments. She was assured all present 
Hartley House residents would go to the top of 
any lottery which is being used to determine who 
wwould move into the new apartments. Phase II 
is scheduled for 2013 and construction is planned 
to start shortly after. City officials have met with 
tenants over these concerns four times.

Ms. Henry was also concerned about the 
building on the corner that has windows positioned 
close to the street. She suggests the windows afford 
no breathing space because too much is being 
squeezed into the area. She believes the build-
ings will be suffocated with too many trees. She 
offered that a method be put in place that would 
eliminate and deny anyone an apartment with a 
felony record, whereas Ms. Henry a person should 
be afforded an opportunity a second time because 
they may have “changed their life around and no 
longer be a threat to society.” Ms Henry suggested 
a “better way” to select tenants be designed.

After a lottery for selecting tenants was 
discussed, the Planning Board approved two nega-
tive declarations of Environmental Impact on the 
site and subdivision changes, and voted in favor of 
both proposals.

When the Hartley House Revitalization and 
Redevelopment Project was originally proposed, 
the final Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(fDEIS) had the same conceptual rendering as 
many earlier drawings. But a note at the bottom 
of the sketch herein stipulates “Rendering does not 
represent current site plan. Please refer to Exhibit 
4, Site Plan, for current proposal.” This statement 
did not come as a surprise to anyone who has 
followed these changes. Is it any wonder residents 
have been concerned for a long time about their 
relocation to the new lower rise buildings being 
proposed for future construction? Several years ago 
one of the earlier plans was to build 236 units of 
housing, 196 subsidized units, and 40 market rate 
homes (ownership). Most of the original buildings 
on the site were to be torn down. Demolition of 
these six-story buildings would only occur after all 
the tenants were relocated in the new townhouse 
style buildings.

So it was no real surprise to see Hartley 
House Revitalization on the New Rochelle 
Planning Board agenda for more changes to the 
oft submitted site plan and for additional subdivi-
sion approval.

One need not have been clairvoyant to deduce 
the New Rochelle Planning Board’s accommo-
dating vote once again.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, a community 
activist, and former educator.

Hartley House Revitalization and Development Project

HEALTH

Baseball and Mental Health

Continued on page 6
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HEALTH

Mental health issues do not just 
affect the younger players. Aubrey 
Huff, 35, of the San Francisco Giants, 
returned to the roster from the 15-day 
disabled list after being diagnosed with 
anxiety disorder. Hoff said that visits to 
a mental health therapist helped him 
regain a sense of well being that he 
lacked. He replaced Guillermo Mota, 
who was suspended 100 games due to 
testing positive for a substance abuse 
violation.

The National Association of 
Mental Illness (NAMI) states that one 
out of every four people will suffer from 
mental illness in a given year. There 
are 26 teams with 25 players each, 
without taking into account coaches 
and the minor leagues. I’ve read data 
showing that between 1972 -1991 the 
total number of players on the DL for 
mental health issues was zero. Various 
forms of therapy and medication are 

part of the multi-pronged attack in 
combating mental illness. One of the 
more public and successful players, 
Zack Greinke was diagnosed with 
social anxiety disorder in 2006. He 
took time off for most of the year and 
won the Cy Young Award in 2009. 
In regards to medication, he stated 
in 2010, “This medicine is unbeliev-
able. I’m still the same person, but my 
attitude about everything is different”. 
“Zack was like Jackie Robinson. He 
really paved the way for the modern 
player to come out about these types 
of issues”, says Mike Sweeney. (Pablo 
S. Torre, Sports Illustrated, June 
21, 2010). Probably the most widely 
known case of mental illness issues is 
that of Jimmy Piersall whose unusual 
behavior was due to bipolar disorder.

“Kill yourself. Get it over with, 
and you won’t have to deal with this 
anymore”, were the inner thoughts 
repeating themselves to Ian Snell as 
reported in Sports Illustrated. “Just 
do it already; and be at peace.” The 

suicide rate for males in the U.S. is 17.7 
per 100,000. For MLB it’s 46.3 per 
100,000 per one web site. The Baseball 
Almanac records approximately 79 
suicides of ballplayers since 1900, with 
twenty-seven since 1960. The list is 
not all-inclusive. Not included is the 
11-year veteran, retired umpire Ron 
Luciano who committed suicide in 
1995 at the age of 57. I wonder about 
the more physical sports, the amount 
of injuries; especially head injuries.

Employee Assistance Programs 
(EAPs) established by MLB in 1981, 
originally focused on issues other 
than mental health, to aid players and 
their families manage personal prob-
lems, especially substance abuse. (The 
connection regarding chemical abuse 
and mental illness has only recently 
been established with the belief 
that chemical addiction may now 
be seen initially as self-medicating). 
The program stated that every team 
must institute a system dealing with 
issues the players and their families 

may incur. Attitudes are beginning to 
change and consultations also focus 
on mental health. Twice a year, major 
league EAP team representatives meet 
to discuss mental health and other 
issues. Owners have invested a lot of 
capital on ballplayers and it is in every-
one’s best interest to have health issues 
not be limited to just physical ailments.

The size of a baseball organization 
can range up to 250 employees with 
a much larger compliment on game 
days. The league itself has professional 
psychiatrists and clinical psycholo-
gists on hand for evaluation while 
teams have mental health professionals 
readily available and on the payroll. 
The San Francisco Giants began their 
internal EAP back in 1991. They may 
be the only team to have had their own 
EAP when they won the 2010 World 
Series.

There is also the Baseball 
Assistance Team (B.A.T.). Staffed and 
run by former players, this non-profit, 
501© (3) organization was started over 

27 years ago. More than $25 million 
in grants have been awarded to 2,800 
members (ballplayers and their fami-
lies) needing assistance. They assist all 
members of the baseball family. This 
includes the minor leagues, umpires, 
coaches, scouts, Negro League and 
women’s professional league.

As fans and ownership demand 
100% effort 100% of the time, with 
astronomical salaries, and usually not 
having control of where you will be 
employed, players might be living 
with constant insecurity. There are still 
questions to be answered. With the 
stigma lessening, the current players 
can be examples to our youth as society 
collectively rounds the corner

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former account with an MBA, he suffers 
from mental illness. He writes part-time 
and works at the New Rochelle Public 
Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York, where he receives 
therapy.

Baseball and Mental Health
Continued from page 5

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

By ROBERT SCOTT 
Max Eastman 
returned to the U.S. 
with a growing aware-
ness of Stalin’s vicious 
cruelty and bitterly 

destructive policies.
After Lenin died, his presumptive 

heir, Leon Trotsky, whom Eastman 
had befriended, was bypassed and 
expelled from the Communist Party. 

Later exiled from Russia, Trotsky 
would be murdered in Mexico in 
1940 by an assassin employed by 
Stalin. 

A series of Eastman books in the 
30s and 40s questioning communism 
and Marxism reflected his disillusion-
ment with the Russian experiment, 
making him a pariah and the object 
of attacks from the left. 

Two Literary Titans 
Eastman would have many 

literary and political scraps in print, 
but it was a physical scuffle with 
Ernest Hemingway in 1937 that 
captured the public’s attention. 

Hemingway was unhappy with 
Eastman because of Max’s review 
of Death in the Afternoon four years 
earlier. Max hated bullfighting 
and titled his review, “Bull in the 
Afternoon.” 

He accused Hemingway of 
emphasizing his masculinity and 
creating “a veritable school of fiction 
writers—a literary style, you might 
say, of wearing false hair on the chest.” 
Hemingway saw this as an attack on 
his manhood. Eastman wrote a note 
to Hemingway assuring him this was 
not so. 

About to embark for Loyalist 
Spain, a still-angry Hemingway 
encountered Eastman in the office of 
Scribner’s legendary editor Maxwell 
Perkins. Hemingway acknowledged 
him with a friendly greeting but then 
demanded angrily, “What do you 
mean accusing me of impotence?” 
He opened his shirt to reveal a hairy 
chest. 

Eastman produced a copy of 
his book Art and the Life of Action in 
which the essay had been reprinted 
to show Hemingway he had misread 
the review. Hemingway responded by 
shoving the book in Eastman’s face. 

Max was no boxer but he could 
wrestle. He grabbed Ernest by the 
throat and threw him—or backed 
him up—over Perkins’s desk and 
pinned him with both shoulders 
touching the floor. Hemingway 
patted Eastman’s shoulder as if to 
signal defeat and got up. No sooner 

on his feet, however, he cursed Max 
and challenged him to meet him “in 
the ring.” 

Hemingway was famous for 
his drunken belligerence and for 
sucker-punching opponents with an 
unexpected blow. Eastman ignored 
this, and a cursing Hemingway strode 
from the office. 

Local newspapers called it a split 
decision. The World-Telegram and the 
Post gave the nod to Eastman. The 
Post headline read, “Unimportance 
of Being Ernest Hemingway Shown, 
When Eastman Unbeards a Chest.” 
Its story concluded with a quip: 
“Mr. Eastman is planning an article 
to be entitled “The Enjoyment of 
Thrashing Ernest.” The Times and 
Herald Tribune were in Ernest’s 
corner. 

Hemingway claimed that 
Eastman, sixteen years his senior, 
clawed at him like a woman, and 
that he had used only enough force 
to subdue him. Editor Perkins later 
complimented Eastman for “acting 
magnificently” in handling the 
situation.

A Generous Tribute 
Still smarting over his opponent’s 

account of the affair, when the trou-
bled Hemingway committed suicide 

in 1961 Eastman wrote magnani-
mously about him: 

“You can’t ask everything of one 
man, and I find Ernest’s triumph 
over fear, his scorn for the petty big-
city, big-celebrity life he might have 
lived in New York as a well-adver-
tised literateur, his bold honesty in 
expressing his dissent from molly-
coddle standards, and the superb style 
in which he often expressed it—I find 
these things a joy and an inspiration. 

I think sometimes in reading him of 
Walt Whitman’s great lines: ‘This is 
no book—who touches it touches a 
man.’” 

The Hitler-Stalin pact of 1939 
put the capstone on Eastman’s 
disillusionment with Stalinism 
and Marxism. He produced two 
openly hostile books in 1940, Stalin’s 
Russia and the Crisis in Socialism and 
Marxism: Is It Science? Critic Edmund 

Max Eastman: A Life of Paradoxes, 2

Charlie Chaplin and Max Eastman in Hollywood
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CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Wilson hailed them as presenting 
“the most intelligent and searching as 
well as the best-informed discussion 
of the implications of the Marxist 
movement and the development of 
the Revolution in Russia.”

Don Juan Eastman 
Eastman had been conflicted 

about sex in his early years. After an 
affair with his sister-in-law Rosalind 
Fuller while still married to Ida 
Rauh, he quickly made up for lost 
time. Even into his seventies, he had 
many love affairs, sometimes carrying 
on several simultaneously. He indis-
creetly recorded these conquests in his 
memoirs to the chagrin of partners he 
openly identified. 

For women, a love affair with 
Max followed a usual pattern: a 
chance meeting, avid attention, 
bombardment with romantic love 
letters and poems, until eventual 
surrender. After a brief period, Max 
would lose interest, grow distant and 
trysts would cease. Even so, many 
former lovers remained on good 

terms with him. 
A stormy and tempestuous rela-

tionship with ambitious young movie 
actress Florence Deshon ended tragi-
cally in 1922. While away from Max, 
Florence openly had an affair with 
Charlie Chaplin in Hollywood. This 
gave her film career a boost. But once 
movie makers learned that Chaplin 
had lost interest in her, offers of roles 
dried up. 

Back in New York and unsuc-
cessful in finding roles on Broadway, 
she was found unconscious in the 
bedroom of her apartment with illu-
minating gas pouring from an unlit 
fixture. At St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
Max gave her a blood transfusion, 
but she could not be saved. He was 
so remorseful he was unable to attend 
her funeral. The coroner ruled it an 
accidental death.

A tall, strikingly handsome man, 
Max was openly vain about his looks, 
his swimming ability and his skill 
at tennis. In Paris he had marched 
through the streets during a Beaux 
Arts ball bronzed like an American 
Indian and wearing nothing but a 

jockstrap.
Despite his many casual affairs, 

Max Eastman was inherently a 
highly moral person, retaining the 
residual Puritanism of the era and his 
upbringing as the son of ministers. 
He disliked obscene or even risqué 
language in books or conversation.

Max Eastman’s Dark Side 
Max was never comfortable 

around children. His first wife’s 
pregnancy was one of his principal 
grievances against her. Their divorce 
gave her sole custody, and Max did 
not see his son Daniel for 23 years. 
The boy grew up never knowing 
his father and never forgave him for 
deserting him. 

Daniel Eastman married twice, 
but both marriages failed. By the 
age of 29, he had already tried four 
different careers. More jobs followed. 
An alcoholic, he was writing a book at 
the time of his death in 1969. 

When Max’s widowed sister 
Crystal died unexpectedly of nephritis 
in the summer of 1928, she left two 
small orphaned children. Instead of 
taking them in, Max selfishly found 
foster homes for them. 

The Eastmans Leave 
Croton

Max landed a job with CBS in 
1938 as the moderator of a radio show, 
“The Word Game.” Although it lasted 
only five months, the income enabled 
Max and Eliena to buy a hilltop at 
Gay Head on Martha’s Vineyard and 
eventually erect a house there. They 
would retain their Croton home until 
the early 1940s. 

In 1941, his agent suggested that 
he write an article about his mother for 
the Reader’s Digest feature “My Most 
Unforgettable Character.” DeWitt 
Wallace, the magazine’s publisher, 
liked Eastman’s piece and suggested 
that he write more. 

Eastman wrote an essay blandly 
titled “Socialism and Human Nature.” 
When it was published, however, 
the title had been changed by Digest 
editors to “Socialism Does Not Gibe 
with Human Nature.” 

The article was glowingly 
endorsed by Wall Street lawyer and 
unsuccessful 1940 Republican presi-
dential candidate Wendell Willkie. 
Even though Eastman wrote nothing 
he had not written before, the liberal 
left reviled him as a turncoat. 

Eventually, he became a roving 
editor for the Digest, writing pretty 
much as he pleased. Publisher DeWitt 
Wallace offered him an annual retainer 
of $10,000 in return for a first option 
on anything Max might write, plus 
the standard Digest fee. Although they 
had no written contract and Max’s 
article output was meager, to his credit 
Wallace honored the agreement for 
the rest of Max’s life and even gave his 
widow a pension. 

Eliena Eastman developed cancer 
and died at their home on Martha’s 
Vineyard in 1956. Two years later, 
at 75, Max Eastman married Yvette 
Szekely, a much younger woman he 
had met years before when she was a 
teenager. 

He wrote 86 books, had 
uncounted lovers (but failed to 
seduce Edna St. Vincent Millay) and 
remained vigorous to the end). While 
wintering on the island of Barbados, 
a massive stroke in March of 1969 
ended Max Eastman’s life of paradoxes 
at the age of 86.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired former book 
publisher and local historian. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

Continued from page 6
Max Eastman: A Life of Paradoxes, 2
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Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

By RICH MONETTI
On Sunday, September 
30th, the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Yorktown celebrated the 
Blessing of the Animals 

with about 30 parishioners, some tasty 
snacks and more than a few barks. 

Of course, cats, birds and assorted 
other creatures were welcome and 
received spiritual reckoning, but 
Yorktown’s Dick Seymour only found 
room in the car for his wife Mabel and 
their two small dogs. “We’re blessing 
the cats in absentia,” he said. 

At the same time, the higher 
purpose the amiable pair of four-leggers 
seemed to subscribe to what was more 
closely aligned to the idea of being 
fruitful and multiplying, according to 
Mrs. Seymour. “They love it, coming 
and seeing all these other dogs,” she said. 

Susan Utsch was all for being part 

of the shared love, but she also had no 
problem being selfish in her love for 
her fury companion. “I want Shea to 
be blessed so I can have her for a very 
long time,” said the Cortlandt Manor 
resident. 

Still, she saw the bigger picture 
from above and below. “We have to 
respect and take care of animals so they 
can be what God intended them to be,” 
she said. 

Reverend Chip Low then led the 

animal lovers and believers to a similar 
stand. Worthy of our attention, care and 
respect, he said, “God intended for all 
things to be here - great and small.”

While that may be true, the 
reverend did defer to a degree on how 
much mention certain of the small 
should get on a day like this. “God, our 
creator, help us to love all creatures as our 
kin, all animals as our partners on Earth, 
all birds as messengers of praise, all small 
beings as expressions of your mysterious 
designs and all frogs as voices of hope,” 

he followed the prayer’s script, but play-
fully digressed with a – “I’m not sure 
where the frogs came from?” 

Returning to the serious side, the 
reverend assigned the origins of the 
day to St. Francis of Assisi and teach-
ings meant to show that God’s love and 
appreciation extends beyond those that 
he created in his image. “All of God’s 
creation is beautiful,” he said, reiterating 
the sentiment of St. Francis.

Two by two or just in single file, the 
procession began. Rita Child stepped 

up with “Vanna Black” in tow. “She just 
had an ultrasound and is recovering,” 
she said. “People have their health issues 
and so do animals.”

The idea of actually bringing this 
festivity here occurred when Reverend 
Low performed the service for a circus 
a few years ago. “We haven’t had an 
elephant yet,” he said in the second year 
of conducting these services.

Nonetheless, he definitely takes the 
light fare of the tradition seriously. “Pets 
are part of people’s families and they do 
grieve the loss of one,” he said. “So it’s 
very important to acknowledge that,” he 
concluded.  

Photos by and courtesy of Rich Monetti.

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been 
a freelance writer covering Westchester 
County since 2003. Peruse his work at 
http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/ 

Dick Seymour, family member 
#2 and Reverend Chip Low.

A dog gone blessing. Oscar the Cat.

Animals are a Blessing at the First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown

HOUSING

By NANCY KING
Residents of the 
Carhart Neighborhood 
Association came to the 
White Plains Common 
Council meeting last 

week to voice their concerns over a 
proposed drug and alcohol treatment 
center planned for their neighborhood. 
Sunrise Detox Center plans to open a 
fourth facility at 37 DeKalb Avenue 
in White Plains, New York. This will 
be the fourth center for Sunrise, which 
currently has two treatment facilities 
in Florida and another in New Jersey. 
Sunrise has proposed opening a 31-33 
bed facility in the former Nathan 
Miller Nursing Home which has been 
vacant for more than a year. That home, 
opened in 1962, was granted permis-
sion to operate at that address by special 
permit.

Linda Burns, Sunrise CEO, and 
the White Plains Common Council 

heard the neighborhood association’s 
concerns about putting a substance 
abuse treatment center in the heart 
of their neighborhood. The Carhart/
DeKalb neighborhood is an up and 
coming neighborhood in the city and 
is home to many young and aspiring 
families. Neighbors are understand-
ably worried about increased criminal 
activity that may accompany a center 
with transient residents. According 
to Burns, the average stay of a resi-
dent receiving treatment at a Sunrise 
center will be 5.7 days. The residents/
patients are there by choice and are 
not receiving court appointed treat-
ment. It was also disclosed that the 
patients may sign themselves out of the 
facility during the day and will be free 
to traverse about White Plains. Part 
of Sunrise’s treatment protocol is that 
while patients may leave the facility 
at any time, they will not be carrying 
cash and they won’t be carrying any 

ID either. It is understandable that by 
not carrying cash, a person receiving 
treatment for drug or alcohol abuse 
would be deterred from buying either 
substance. However, one must wonder 
in a post 9/11 world, where you need an 
ID to enter even an office building, why 
Sunrise residents will be wandering 
arbourt White Plains without any 
valid identification. The neighborhood 
homeowners also brought attention to 
the Common Council that there are 
ten school bus stops in the immediate 
area of the proposed facility and they are 
concerned that a transient population in 
the neighborhood would be unsafe for 
children.

White Plains is already home to 
several transient and one long-term 
homeless shelter. Grace Church runs 
Samaritan House for women and the 
Open Arms Shelter for men on East 
Post Road. The Coachmen Family 
Center sits a little farther up on Post 

Road and has been a long-term family 
shelter for more than two decades. 
Add the residents of the Volunteers of 
America’s shelter on the Grasslands 
Reservation in Valhalla, many of whom 
take the 40 Bee-Line bus route into 
White Plains to hang out for the day, 
and you can’t deny that White Plains 
already has a large transient popula-
tion. One also cannot deny that when 
walking down Mamaroneck Avenue 
or up East Post Road, it isn’t unusual 
to be panhandled at least a half a dozen 
times. In harsh economic times, more 
and more people are requiring these 
services but in all honesty, negotiating 
your downtown experience has become 
somewhat of a pinball experience of 
avoiding those who are constantly 
asking for money and or cigarettes. If 
Sunrise patients are allowed outside at 
will, without cash on their person, you 
can be sure that they will be out there on 
the benches on Mamaroneck Avenue 

asking for cash as well.
Ms. Burns maintains that Sunrise 

will be a good neighbor and that they 
will even change the façade of the 
building to make it conform to the 
housing style of the neighborhood. 
She has proposed to the neighbor-
hood residents that Sunrise will trim 
20 feet from the southern end of the 
building providing a deeper setback 
to afford Sunrise residents and neigh-
bors a bit more space apart from each 
other. Other renovations to the building 
would trim nearly 3,000 sq. ft. from the 
building and the exterior renovations 
would retrofit the current edifice to 
blend in with the single family homes 
in the neighborhood. She also explained 
that the facility would have locked/
alarmed doors and would have a series 
of cameras affixed to both the exterior 
and interior of the facility that would 
be monitored every thirty minutes. 
That statement alone is troubling given 
Sunrise’s earlier statement in regards to 
those receiving treatment may come 
and go at will. If that is really the case, 
then why is there so much security 
planned for this center.

The Common Council will hear 
more at a second public hearing sched-
uled for November 5th

Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, New 
York.

White Plains Residents Protest the Opening of a Detox Center

http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/
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IMMIGRATION

The New York 
Department of 
State (NYDoS) on 
Wednesday, September 
26, 2012, announced 
the adoption of new 

regulations for notaries public aimed 
at protecting the public from unscru-
pulous notaries who use their title to 
commit fraud and cheat people by 
posing as immigration professionals 
and attorneys. The NYDoS oversees 
the commissioning and enforcement of 
the notary public occupation.

“For a long time now, con-artists 
have been hiding behind the veil of the 

notary public occupation to commit 
egregious acts of fraud and victimize 
thousands of people in our state. These 
new regulations will put the brakes on 
immigration scammers and expose 
these bad actors”, stated Secretary of 
State Perales. “New York State can 
finally look forward to the day when 
the notario fraud reference is no longer 
part of its lexicon.”

Quite often, immigrants seek 
immigration assistance by contracting 
with a notary public. Because the word 
for notary public in some languages 
implies that the individual is an attorney, 
some hold themselves out as qualified 

to help immigrants obtain lawful status, 
or able to perform legal functions such 
as drafting wills or other legal docu-
ments when they are not authorized 
to do so. Many times, these fraudsters 
charge excessive fees for services that are 
never provided. At times, victims are so 
damaged by these con artists that they 
permanently lose out on important 
immigration opportunities.

The new regulations will prohibit 
notaries public from advertising their 
services using foreign language terms 
that falsely represent or imply that the 
notary public is an attorney autho-
rized to practice law, or authorized to 

provide immigration advice. The new 
regulations require notaries public 
who use foreign language to advertise 
their services to include the following 
disclaimer in their advertisement, “I am 
not an attorney licensed to practice law and 
may not give legal advice about immigra-
tion or any other legal matter or accept fees 
for legal advice.”

The adoption of these regulations 
will provide stronger consumer protec-
tion to immigrant communities and 
they are especially timely given the 
recent reports of scammers targeting 
young people who are eligible to be 
considered for relief from removal from 
the country and eligible to apply for 
work authorization through the new 
federal Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrival program.

The regulations will be effective 
three months after the notice of adop-
tion. Notaries found to have violated 
the new regulation could face the revo-
cation or suspension of their notary 
commission or the imposition of a fine 
of up to $1,000 per violation. The case 
may also be referred to the Attorney 
General’s office for further action.

Jeffrey Binder, Esq. is an immigration 
attorney in White Plains and can be 
reached at info@jeffreybinderlaw.com. 
He invites all who might be eligible for the 
new Deferred Action program to get more 
information about the program at www.
deferredactioninfo.com or call at (914) 
946-3191.

New York State Cracks Down on Notario Fraud
New Notary Public Regulations Will Deter Immigration Scammmers

PEOPLE

YONKERS, NY -- Hours before 
the event was scheduled to start 
on Saturday, September 29th, 
hundreds gathered in anticipation 
of the annual Fall Harvest Festival 
at Empire City Casino at Yonkers 
Raceway, with lines stretched across 
the trackside apron.   By the event’s 
end, thousands had descended on 
the popular entertainment destina-
tion to enjoy the festivities, breaking 
attendance records of previous years.

For the past four years Empire 

City Casino at Yonkers Raceway has 
hosted a family focused Fall Harvest 
Festival to showcase the thriving 
relationship between New York 
State agriculture and horse racing, 
bringing vendors from across the 
state to share their New York prod-
ucts, including apples, cheese, wine, 
beer, peanut butter and fudge, with 
event goers.

Families from across the region 
came out to celebrate the beautiful 
fall weather and enjoy pony rides, a 

petting zoo, face painting, pumpkin 
painting, live music, great food, and 
more. 

One of the highlights of the 
evening is the Legislator’s Pace, 
which allows state legislators to 
directly experience the harness 
racing industry, which supports tens 
of thousands of jobs in New York.   
Ten brave members of the New York 
State Senate and Assembly traded 
their seat in the chamber for a seat 
in a sulky and competed against their 
colleagues for bragging rights. 

“This is not only a fun event 
for families, but also a great way 
for us to get our State Legislators 
here to learn firsthand how impor-
tant the horse racing industry is to 
our state’s economic growth,” said 
Tim Rooney, Jr., of Empire City 
Casino.  “While we’re proud of the 
$1.6 billion Empire City Casino has 
generated for education in the state 
since opening, we’re equally as proud 
to help sustain tens of thousands 
of agricultural jobs as the largest 
harness racing track in the state.”

Assemblyman Eric Stevenson 
(Bronx) and Assemblymember 
Shelley Mayer (Yonkers) took 
their first turns on the track, 
both pledging to return next 
year.   Assemblymembers Michael 
Benedetto (Bronx), Andrew P. Raia 
(Suffolk County), Addie J. Russell 
( Jefferson County, St. Lawrence 
County), Michael G. DenDekker 

(Queens), and Keith L. T. Wright 
(Harlem) are veterans at harness 
racing, having participated in the 

Legislator’s Pace in prior years, as 
is Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson 

SOA member; NYS Racing & Wagering Chair & former State Senator John 
Sabini; Tim Rooney Sr., owner & operator of Empire City Casino at Yonkers 

Raceway; SOA Member; Assemblymbrs Mike Benedetto; AJoe Saladino; 
Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson; Assemblymbs Eric Stevenson; Gary 

Pretlow; Addie Russell; Michael Dendekker; Shelley Mayer; NYS Democratic 
Chair & Assemblymbr Keith Wright; Assemblymbr Andrew Raia; and Tim 

Rooney Jr., General Counsel of Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway.

Thousands Turn Out for Empire City Casino’s Annual Fall Harvest Festival
Legislative Race Brings New Champions; Attendance Breaks Four-Year Event Record

Continued on page 10

mailto:info@jeffreybinderlaw.com
http://www.deferredactioninfo.com
http://www.deferredactioninfo.com
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Continued on page 11

(Mt. Vernon, Bronx). 
The victors of the night were 

Assemblyman Joseph Saladino 
(Nassau County), Assembly member 
Shelley Mayer (Yonkers), and 
Assemblyman Gary Pretlow (Mt. 
Vernon, Yonkers) who all won their 
races.   Saladino and Mayer earned 
bragging rights for the first time, 
while Pretlow is a defending title 
holder.

On a winning high and enthu-
siastic to prove his skills off the 
track as well as on, Assemblyman 
Saladino joined the band on stage 
and treated the roaring crowd to a 
fantastic display of musical talent on 
the drums.

Several other officials were on 
hand to enjoy the event.   Former 
Assemblyman and race participant, 
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano was on 
hand for presentations to the race 
winners, Assembly Member Dan 
Quart (Manhattan) along with his 
wife and two children enjoyed the 
family fun, as did Assembly Members 
Thomas Abinanti (Pleasantville), 
Michael Cusick (Staten Island), 
Westchester Legislator David 
Gelfarb, Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick, and 
Yonkers Councilmember Michael 
Sabatino.

Photo by and courtesy of Justin Grasso.

Empire City Casino at Yonkers 
Raceway is located at 810 Yonkers 
Avenue (at Central Avenue) in 
Yonkers, New York, Westchester County, 
(I-87 to Exit 2). Empire City Casino is 
open seven days a week from 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 AM. For more information 
call 914.968.4200 or log onto www.
empirecitycasino.com.

PEOPLE

Thousands Turn Out for 
Empire City Casino’s Annual 
Fall Harvest Festival
Continued from page 9

Movie Review:  
“Looper” (-)

I decided to see this film because 
the Daily News gave it four stars and 
the New York Times gave it a very posi-
tive review. What a waste of time. This 
is a boring picture.

The premise of the movie, which 
takes place in 2044, is that there are 
two parallel worlds. In the current 

world, Joe (Joseph Gordon-Levitt), is 
a killer or looper who is paid to shoot 
and kill those sent back from the 
future world. Joe is the current version 
of Old Joe (Bruce Willis) who returns 
from the future.

There is a love interest between 
Young Joe and Sara (Emily Blunt) 
who is one of the last survivors. She is 
a single mother with a strange son, Cid 
(Pierce Gagnon).

The story is a terrible mishmash 
and makes no sense. Avoid.

Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn 
more: http://www.mayorkoch.com/. 
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch 
served as a member of Congress from 
New York State from 1969 through 
1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Movie Review:  
“End of Watch” (+)

This is the best cop movie that I 
have ever seen, and I believe it will set 
the standard for police-action flicks in 
the future.

The setting is the City of Los 
Angeles. A white police officer, Brian 
Taylor (Jake Gyllenhaal), is the partner 
of a Mexican American officer, Mike 
Zavala (Michael Pena). During their 
daily car patrols, they have to deal 
with firepower used against them by 

separate gangs made up of Mexican 
Americans, African Americans and 
Mexicans from over the border. In this 
film the latter appear to be the most 
vicious.

Brian has a girlfriend, Janet 
(Anna Kendrick), whom he ultimately 
marries, and Mike has a wife, Gabby 
(Natalie Martinez), and a baby. The 
emotional and sexual scenes between 
Brian and Janet and the relationship 
between Mike and Gabby ring true.

The good guys are injured. When 
one of the two officers is seriously 
wounded the other says, “You’ll be 

okay. God loves cops.” I’m sure he does 
as do most Americans who know how 
brave and needed they are in every 
city in America. When I was mayor, 
I attended the funerals of 39 police 
officers killed in the line of duty. I felt 
as though each death was of my own 
family. Of course there are bad, corrupt 
and sadistic cops, but I honestly believe 
they are few and far between.

Be sure to see this exciting picture. 
As you might expect, the language is 
profane. Pena’s performance is terrific 
and Gyllenhaal’s is a tour de force.

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

This is the fourth edition of the Trois-
Rivieres en Blues Fest, otherwise 
knows as Three Rivers to us south 
of the border folks. Trois-Rivieres is 
located in the province of Quebec, 
Canada and it’s about a ninety-minute 
ride from Montreal, Quebec it’s also 
approximately sixty minutes from the 
beautiful Quebec City. This Blues Fest 
is mostly free, though there’s a modest 
five dollar charge for some shows and 
for your five bucks they give you a free 
drink, what a deal!

This year’s festival offered a mix 
of Canadian talent and national 
acts. From Canada: David Gogo, 
Steve Strongman, Mike DeWay, 
John Campbelljohn, Paul Delauriers, 
Mike Goudreau, Blackburn and 

others. The national bands included: 
Larry McCray, Thornetta Davis, Big 
Sam’s Funky Nation, Bryan Lee, 
Eric Sardinas and Lucky Peterson. 
I attended the last two days and 
witnessed some very high quality 
music from Mike Goudreau & the 
Boppin’ Blues Band. Goudreaux and 
his horn driven band performed flaw-
lessly and served up a luscious mix of 
soul, blues, and funk. For more details 
checkout: http://mikegoudreau.com 
Since the time I saw the Blackburn 
band in Tremblant I became an 
immediate fan. Blackburn is a band 
of three brothers whose music is rich 
in the tradition of the blues that is also 
injected with R&B and soul, the four 
member group (the fourth member is 

bassist Mark Ayee) has been writing 
and performing together since 1995. 

This performance was not as electrified 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

2012 Trois-Rivieres en 
Blues Festival 8/23-8/26

Thornetta Davis and Larry McCray.

http://www.empirecitycasino.com/
http://www.empirecitycasino.com/
http://www.mayorkoch.com/
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 MUSIC

as their Tremblant gig but they proved 
to be the smart warm-up band for Big 
Sam’s Funky Nation (more about Big 
Sam’s performance below.) For the 
record: Blackburn were the winners of 
the 2010 Maple Blues Award for Best 
New Artists, Blackburn have gone on 
to play some of the most prestigious 
festivals in Canada. They opened for 
Sharon Jones and the Dap Kings at 
the Toronto Jazz Festival and have 
made appearances at the Montreal 
Int. Jazz Festival, the aforemen-
tioned Mont Tremblant Blues Fest, 
and the Waterfront and Kitchener 
Blues Festivals. Their recording 
“Brotherhood” was critically acclaimed 
and received mega radio airplay from 
both sides of the border. More details 
at: http://www.makeitrealrecords.
com/Pages/Blackburn.html

My two favorite performances 
from the USA included Larry McCray 
with and without Thornetta Davis, 

and Big Sam’s Funky Nation from the 
Crescent City. McCray has long been 
one of my favorite performers, a couple 
of years ago his appearance at Mont 
Tremblant made me a lifelong fan, 
and his 2012 Trois Rivieres set only 
added to my convictions. McCray’s 
band sparkled, and Larry consistently 
sang and played his butt off. Things got 
better when Thornetta Davis joined in 
with Larry. For over fifteen years this 
Detroit native has graced Michigan’s 
popular stages. She performs over two 
hundred shows a year, her voice is runs 
the gamut for her strength, and she 
can also be melodic and smooth. On 
this particular evening Thornetta told 
stories with her near perfect delivery 
and left the French Canadian audi-
ence wanting for more. You can find 
out more about these two Michigan 
legends at: www.ThornettaDavis.
com and www.LarryMcCrayBand.
com

The closing act: Big Sam’s 
Funky Nation blew the house down. 
The band is led by trombone power-
house Big Sam Williams, (formerly 

the trombonist for the Dirty Dozen 
Brass Band.) Sam and his band 
had the entire crowd dancing 
throughout, and enhanced their set 
with Big Sam’s high-voltage trom-
bone playing, outrageous and fun 
dance moves. The band performed 
at breakneck speed, and I don’t 
recall if they ever took a second to 
stop, it was a non-stop powerful 
funk outing that was immense fully 
memorable and an awful lot of fun 
for all. The entire band includes 
Andrew Baham on Trumpet/
Vocals/Keys, Andrew Block on 
Guitar, Eric Vogel on bass, and hard 
driving and bombastic (he told me 
his he goes by the name Chocolate 
Milk) on Drums. Long story short- 
see this band live, you will not be 
disappointed. More details at: www.
BigSamsFunkyNation.com

So there you have it. My third 
Canadian music adventure of 2012, 
all of them offered high-quality and 
unforgettable moments. A lot of this 
has to do with the Canadian go to 
man Brian Slack who consistently 

shows that he knows how to book 
and run a festival. Slack is also 
connected to booking some of the 
Blues shows at the Montreal Jazz 
Fest, the Tremblant Blues Fest, 
and Trois Rivieres. I look forward 
to attending all of these festivals in 
2013, and until that time keep an eye 
out for what the Three Rivers Blues 

Fest will be serving up next year 
at: www.3renblues.com Note: All 
photos credit belong to: Christian 
Gamache, thank you Christian.

Photos By and Courtesy of Christian 
Gamache.

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com.

Larry McCray.

Big Sam’s Funky Nation BandBig Sam’s Funky Nation Band Big Sam’s

The Sounds of Blue
Continued from page 10

PEOPLE 

YONKERS, NY -- Barry McGoey, 
President of Yonkers Firefighter’s 
Union, has been named by the Irish 
Echo as one of 2012’s Top 50 Irish 
labor leaders in the United States.

The 2012 Irish Labor Top 50 
list includes officials from more than 
five states and our nation’s capital 
including leaders from education, the 
first responder community, real estate 
and construction as well as leaders of 
the National Labor Relations Board. 
2012’s honored dignitaries include 
James Cahill, president of the 100,000-
member New York State Building and 
Construction Trades Council and the 
late Edward J. Malloy, who passed 
away in 2012 after leading the New 
York Building Trades for nearly two 
decades.

Mr. McGoey was recognized for 

his dedication to serving his fellow 
firefighters and his goal of keeping citi-
zens safe. Barry McGoey is an attorney 

admitted to the New York State Bar 
who in addition to advocating for 
firefighters has frequently donated 
his services pro-bono for victims of 
domestic violence.

Yonkers Firefighters Local 628 
represents 322 rank and file firefighters 
in the City of Yonkers. In addition to 
fires, Yonkers Firefighters are the first 
responders to medical emergencies, 
building and scaffolding collapses, 
downed electrical lines, gas and carbon 
monoxide leaks and serious truck and 
vehicular accidents on the multiple 
highways cutting through the fourth 
largest city in New York State.

The Honorable Gerry Adams, 
a key figure in the Northern Ireland 
peace struggle and president of Sinn 
Fein, one of that nation’s largest 

Irish Echo Honors Barry McGoey

(L to R): Gerry Adams, president 
of Sinn Fein, and Barry McGoey, 
president of Yonkers Firefighters 

Union Local 628 at event held by the 
Irish Echo honoring 2012’s Top 50 Irish 

labor leaders in the United States.

Continued on page 12
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By JOHN SIMON
Although decently 
produced and well 
acted, Craig Wright’s 
“Grace” is as dishonest 
as a play can get. One 

wonders why producers could be 
found and serious actors seduced for 
such pretentious trash.

“Grace” is essentially an old-hat 

triangle story about husband Steve, 
wife Sara, and lover Sam. It has an 
equally trite, melodramatic conclu-
sion in murder and suicide. Still, such 
a sempiternal story can perhaps be 
salvaged by sparkling dialogue and 
fabulous (here merely solid) acting. 
Even then, it is rather like a corpse 
dressed in Armani. Actually more like 
a bargain-basement Armani knock off.

We get a young married couple 
of Minnesotans who move to the 
Florida shore, where they propose to 
acquire, even if only through question-
able financing, a motel to be run with 
a Christian theme. The pair are ardent 
Christians, bordering on Jesus freaks. 
They have an apartment next to and 
identical with that of Sam, who has 
been in a recent car crash that killed his 
fiancée and left him with a disfigured 
face.

Interest is meant to be provided by 

a number of authorial tricks. First, by 
making the couple intensely religious, 
Steve contending that he received 
guidance from a two-way conversa-
tion with the starry heavens. Next, by 
the play beginning with its outcome, to 
which, identically, it returns in the end. 
But get this: it abitrarily moves some-
times forward, sometimes backward in 
time.

Further, the accident leaves Sam 
sensitive about his mutilated coun-
tenance. In the script, this has him 

heavily bandaged at first, then gradu-
ally shedding his impediments. In 
the production, as directed by Dexter 
Bullard, he wears instead the kind of 
half-mask worn by the Phantom of 
the Opera, but improbably, transparent 
rather than opaque.

As further spice, Wright intro-
duces an elderly German, Karl, now 
an exterminator who comes to rid 
the apartment of bugs. This allows for 
reminiscences of Nazi Germany and 

Continued on page 13

political parties, traveled from Ireland 
to recognize the honorees. Mr. 
Adams delivered a keynote speech 
paying tribute to those in years past 

who fought and sacrificed so much 
to achieve work place conditions of 
modern society’s era’s 40 hour work 
week, safe work conditions and fair 
wages that paved the way for the 

creation of America’s middle class.
“I’m deeply honored and 

proud to be included among a most 
distinguished and notable group of 
America’s top modern labor leaders. 
Before unions, workers were routinely 
taken advantage of, including 7-day 

workweeks in sweatshop-like condi-
tions for pennies an hour. It’s critical 
that Americans not lose sight of where 
we came from, so we don’t repeat 
the horrible workplace abuses of our 
nation’s past,” said McGoey. “The fire-
fighters I advocate for risk their lives to 

protect the citizens of the great City 
of Yonkers. My role as both firefighter 
and union president is to advocate 
strongly for maintaining the critical 
staffing and safety levels needed to 
keep citizens and our firefighters safe.”

Continued from page 11

PEOPLE 

Irish Echo Honors Barry McGoey

REAL ESTATE

PORT CHESTER, NY -- The 
Mariner, a luxury rental residence 
in Port Chester, NY, is opening its 
on-site leasing office on October 
15th. Tenants are expected to move in 

beginning mid October. The Mariner 
features all the necessary amenities for 
gracious, modern living in a conve-
nient and lively waterfront location. 
Sullivan Architectural Group designed 
the 100-unit, five-story brick building. 
Rose Associates is the exclusive leasing 
agent in Port Chester. Prospective 
tenants are welcome to make an 
appointment or stop by to tour the 
property. Visit: www.themarinerren-
tals.com.

“Young professionals to empty 

nesters are excited about The Mariner. 
In fact, we have already fielded 
hundreds of inquiries about this prop-
erty,” said Robert Scaglion, Senior 
Managing Director of Residential 

Marketing for Rose Associates. “In 
addition to the bright, airy and gener-
ously proportioned apartments, the 
building features a host of amenities 
including a roof top terrace, gym, social 
room, on-site boat slips and parking.”

Apartments
All units boast large windows with 

high nine-foot ceilings. The kitchen 
and living rooms are configured in an 
open living arrangement with custom 
stained, white oak flooring. High end 

finishes such as quartz countertops, 
upgraded kitchen cabinetry, under 
mounted sink, and stainless steel appli-
ances (Whirlpool gas ranges/ovens, 
microwaves, refrigerators/freezers, 

dishwashers) are standard in every 
unit. Bedrooms have either wall-to-
wall carpeting or hardwood flooring 
and select units have terraces/Juliet 
balconies. Bathrooms feature Moen 
brushed and polished nickel fixtures 
and ceramic floors and walls.

Location
The Mariner is the latest addition 

to Port Chester’s growing renaissance. 
Located in the village’s waterfront area, 
the Mariner offers easy access to many 

of Westchester’s most popular restau-
rants, shopping and entertainment 
venues.

“Commuters to New York 
City, White Plains and Stamford 

are also excited about The Mariner’s 
convenient location,” said Robert 
A. Scaglion, Senior Managing 
Director, Residential Marketing, Rose 
Associates.

The Metro North station is just 
steps away, as are entrances to I-95 
and I-287 -- the partial beltway 
around NYC that serves North Jersey, 
Rockland and Westchester counties in 
New York. The Mariner is also only 
6.5 miles from Westchester County 
Airport.

The Mariner leasing office is 
located at 21 Willet Avenue, Port 
Chester, NY.

For information visit: www.
themarinerrentals.com or call: (866) 
984-1182

Rose Associates
Based in New York City, Rose 

Associates is a developer, manager 

and marketer of premium residential, 
commercial and retail properties. The 
Rose 360 Platform offers a variety 
of expert services including pre-
development consulting, property 
development, property management, 
residential marketing, retail and 
commercial leasing, financial services, 
construction supervision, project 
management, and asset management.

New Luxury Rentals Available on Port Chester Waterfront
The Mariner Leasing Office Opens Its Doors To Prospective Tenants

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Losers and Winners

http://www.themarinerrentals.com/
http://www.themarinerrentals.com/
http://www.themarinerrentals.com/
http://www.themarinerrentals.com/
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By ROGER WITHERSPOON
Let’s say you’re a car manu-
facturer looking to carve 
a niche from the crowded 
market for 20-somethings.

There are, of course, a host of well-made 
compact and sub-compact sedans and hatchbacks 
for under $25,000. But you don’t want to produce 
just another pretty metal face in a big motorized 
crowd. So you get a bit more selective and tell 
the folks with the crayons to draw something 

that would appeal to young men on the go, guys 
who want something different and fast, but still 
economical and suited for urban areas.

Nissan came out the box with a powerful little 
compact SUV called the Juke, which the critics 
at Car and Driver thought most resembled an 
alligator emerging from the water. It wasn’t long 
before Hyundai answered with something equally 
formidable, a compact SUV intended to evoke 
images of the fierce, prehistoric Velociraptor, and 
named, appropriately, Veloster.

a family that perished in the concen-
tration camps, from which only he 
and an unlikely sweetheart managed 
somehow to escape. The part permits 
a beloved character actor, Ed Asner, 
to sport a German accent and make 
feeble fun of the Jesus freaks. Even the 

irony of the near-exterminated turning 
exterminator isn’t made anything of.

Wright’s delusionary master 
touch is fusing the two apartments, the 
couple’s and Sam’s, making for simul-
taneous interweaving actions, a device 

invented and brilliantly deployed by 
Alan Ayckbourn, but that contributes 
mostly confusion here. Even the clever 
set by Beowulf Boritt, placing the 
visuals into a horizontal oval cutout, 
and leaving the rest empty except for 
some stars--and making it all look like 
a picture postcard--serves no useful 
purpose.

The actors, though wasted, are 
good: Michael Shannon as Sam, 
Kate Arrington as Sara, Paul Rudd 
as Steve, and Ed Asner as Ed Asner. 
A final cheap trick: Steve contracts an 
illogical itch all over his body, enabling 
Rudd to indulge in enough contorted 
scratching befitting a Saint Vitus 
dance, for additional unearned interest.

Succinctly put, “Grace” is a 
disgrace.

Grace on Broadway, Cort Theatre, 
138 West 48th Street, 212-239-6200. 

A far, far better play is Wendy 
McLeod’s “The Water Children,” 
good in 1998 and perhaps even better 
now, after such abominations as 
“Grace,” “Detroit,” and the rest.

Megan, a 36-year-old accom-
plished actress, now has a real problem: 
too old for some parts and too young 
for others, she falls into the cracks. 
Her agent finds her a lucrative TV 
commercial. But Megan, who had an 
abortion when she was 16 and is a 
confirmed pro-choicer, must in this ad 

for a pro-life organization impersonate 
a woman who bitterly rues an abortion.

Being a good actress, she tests for 
it compellingly, but only at the cost 
of much soul-searching, tormenting 
doubt, and self-laceration. As she 
debates doing the ad, she sustains a wide 
spectrum of colorful but contradictory 
advice, as well as haunting memo-
ries. Most amusing opposition comes 
from her lesbian (though not with 
Megan) roommate, Liz, a wonderfully 
witty champion of abortion. Most 
significant support comes from her 
principal employer, 
Randall, who, 
though obviously 
an ant-abortionist, 
is nevertheless a 

sympathetically empathetic character, 
and as it turns out in love with Megan 
and she, surprisingly, going to bed with 
him.

The action moves expertly 
between past and present, and even 
hypothetical future in the person of 
Chance, the boy who would now be 
20, had Megan not aborted him. In 
making him an almost major char-
acter, McLeod also moves seamlessly 
between fantasy and reality, as between 
New York and Japan, where abortion 
is, though regretfully, tolerated and 
protected, There unwanted fetuses 
are not discarded, but granted quasi-
religious respect as mikuzo, i.e., water 
children, in temples where they can be 
expiated and even brought to life.

We have here a marvelously 
motley cast of characters from homo-
sexual hairdresser to talking cat, 
from Catholic mother nevertheless 
tolerating a daughter’s abortion to a 
hotheaded, gun-toting antiabortionist, 
and various sympathetically conceived 
others. Except for Megan and Randall, 
all are multiple roles, savvily doubled by 
an ensemble niftily directed by J. Paul 
Nicholas.

But beware: all this is in a tiny 

space at Theatre 54 @ Shetler Studios, 
244 West 54th Street, 12th Floor, New 
York, NY 10019, 212-246-6655, 
mounted by a new company, Goodly 
Rotten Apples Productions, headed 
by Mary McGloin, who is a good but 
not great Megan. The others, especially 
Carson Lee (Randall) and Jennifer 
Terrell (Liz), excel. Even though the 
projected run ends October 13, move 
heaven and earth to catch it.

Tickets are $18 adults, $15 
students and seniors

 http://www.smarttix.com/show.
aspx?showcode=WAT11 Ticketing 
Services by SmartTix,  212-868-4444.

John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the  Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com  and  Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon 
holds a PhD from Harvard University in 
Comparative Literature and has taught 
at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and  Marymount Manhattan 
College.

To learn more, visit the  JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Losers and Winners
Continued from page 12

SHIFTING GEARS

Battle of the Asian Bantams
Nissan Juke and Hyundai Veloster

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com


Page 14 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2012

SHIFTING GEARS

Oh No They Didn’t!
There was nothing subtle about 

Nissan’s launch of the Juke. A fire 
engine red compact with an angry 
face roared through streets and 
drifted arrogantly in and around 
cars in a parking lot while the 
announcer said, smugly: “That’s right. 
We put a turbo in a four cylinder 
compact.” (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3RdALFkwvHg )

And in a car that small, a turbo 
makes quite an impact. The Juke is 
an arrogant, independent, smugly 
stylish little car that draws attention 
whether it’s parked or zipping past 
all the big cars on the road. Its looks 
are not traditional, which accounts for 
the alligator label, though a bullfrog 
in a hurry is probably more apt. The 
front is wide and high, and the car 
slopes and thins towards the rear. The 
bulging headlights fit right in with the 
amphibian motif. But this is not a slug-
gish, ungainly, wobbling little critter.

But the Jukes are definitely eye 

catching, whether parked or on the 
highway. So just what do they offer for 
$27,000?

Under that wide, bulging front 
hood is a four-cylinder, intercooled 
turbocharged aluminum engine 
producing 188 horsepower and 177 
pound-feet of torque. For comparison 
purposes, the turbo charged engine of 
the Mini Cooper S cranks out 181 
horsepower. The Juke’s turbocharger 
lets the small car take off from 0 – 60 
miles per hour in 7.3 seconds, and tops 
out at 137 miles per hour. Those aren’t 
serious racing speeds, and the Juke 
won’t catch a Mini Cooper, which is 
nearly as small. But the Mini Cooper, 
a smaller cousin of BMW, costs thou-
sands of dollars more and has a bigger 
engine. The Juke’s turbo power plant 
will let the relatively light car run rings 
around most of the small roadsters and 
pretty much every compact on the 
road.

It has front wheel drive and a 
manual transmission which slides 
easily between its six gears. On the 
road, it actually handles more like a 
go-kart version of its heavier, more 

expensive, IPL sport sedan.
For those who prefer cars which 

are, essentially, leather seats on top of 
an engine, Nissan has a racing version 
of this sport compact called the Juke-R. 
In this case, the alligator dumps the 
turbocharged engine in favor of a 
545 horsepower motor which toe 
company says has a designed top 
speed of 160 miles per hour ( http://
bit.ly/QB0KWT ) though it has been 
clocked at over 200 MPH.

Inside, there are strengths 
and weaknesses to the Juke. That 
amphibian look, with a broad front 
and a sharply sloping roofline means 
that there is a loss of space in the rear 
passenger area. The seats can fold flat 
in a 60/40 split to provide ample space 
for luggage for a week-long getaway 
for two. But putting four adults in the 
car would be rough on the rear two. 
One doesn’t feel claustrophobic in the 
Juke – that wide windshield and long, 
powered sunroof provide the illusion 
of more space than the car actually has.

Nissan didn’t scrimp on comfort, 
however. There is ample use of leather, 
from the adjustable steering wheel to 
the thickly padded doors and arm rests 
to the heated but manually operated 
seats. On the entertainment side, the 
Juke has a Rockford Fosgate sound 
system with an eight-inch subwoofer 
and six speakers – more than enough 
to deafen anyone in the car. The 
Juke offers satellite radio, as well as 
iPod, MP3 and USB connections, 
Bluetooth and a CD player. There is an 
easy to use navigation system, though 
the five-inch color screen is a bit small.

But screen size is a minor item for 
a car that is pretty unique except for 
its lone competitor, another bantam-
weight from Asia.

A Korean Dinosaur
There is no love lost between 

the Koreans and Japanese. So it was 
not surprising that a year after the 
introduction of the Juke, Hyundai 
responded at the same $27,000 price 
with a compact speedster whose name, 
Veloster, evokes another reptile. But 
instead of a toothy amphibian, the 
muse for Hyundai’s designers was 
the meat eating, Velociraptor, which 
was known for running down its red-
blooded prey.

And to live up to its billing, the 
Koreans gave the Veloster a turbo-
charged engine cranking out 201 
horsepower and 195 pound-feet of 
torque. That is just 13 horsepower 
more than the Juke’s power plant, 
but at 2,800 pounds, the Veloster is 
300 pounds lighter than its Japanese 
competition. Between the two, the 
Veloster is faster on the takeoff, but its 
top speed is 130 miles per hour. As a 
result the Juke, which tops out at 137, 
will eventually dust it.

Outside, the Veloster looks 
every bit as aggressive as its designers 
intended. There is a wide, black grill 
which pretty much consumes the face. 
It has a high front tapering towards the 
rear, a design cue that is reminiscent of 
the Kia Soul, but much meaner. The 
design has something of the stealth 
fighter mode with sharp and exag-
gerated angles rather than soft, wavy 
lines like those found on the popular 
Hyundai Sonata. The company will 
not use big-bellied, hip-hop hamsters 
to advertise the Veloster.

This speedster is essentially a 
hatchback, with a double sunroof 
leading right into the glass rear and 
effectively presenting an all glass 
ceiling. The expanse of glass on the 
sides of the car is not symmetrical. 
The driver’s side door is longer, and 
has a longer window than the oppo-
site passenger door. But the second 
row window behind the driver is a 
small, immobile triangle while the rear 
window on the passenger side is larger 
and actually opens.

On the comfort side, the Veloster 
offers a 450-watt, Dimension 
Premium audio with 8 speakers to 
make it easy to become deaf. It also 
has iPod, USB and MP3 ports, a CD 
player and Bluetooth for the phone or 
audio. It has a seven-inch color screen, 
however, for its navigation system and 
backup camera, and augments the 
standard 12-volt power outlet for cell 
phone chargers with a 115-volt, three-
pronged outlet to plug in computers or 

game consoles.
Hyundai also has Blue Link, 

which is Hyundai’s version of General 
Motors’ successful OnStar satellite 
communications system. At the push 
of the Blue Link button located on 
the rear view mirror, a live person will 
answer who can provide directions or 
contact road aid or emergency assis-
tance. Like OnStar, if the Veloster is 
in an accident and the airbags deploy, 
Blue Link will automatically locate the 
car and notify the nearest emergency 
services.

For parents, Blue Link also offers 
something called “Geo Fence.” If your 
child is out with the car and it goes 
past pre-set boundaries the car will call 
home and tell you. The Fence works 
for wives, too.

The Veloster and Juke make for 
an interesting pair of compact sport 
competitors. A decade ago, the Mini 
Cooper burst on the scene as a co-star 
in the action movie “The Italian Job.” 
It has had the compact turbo niche 

pretty much to itself since then and 
hasn’t really changed.

The Veloster and Juke will give the 
Mini Cooper and all the other little 
speedsters – and each other – quite a 
spirited run.

--Roger Witherspoon writes Shifting 
Gears at www.RogerWitherspoon.com

Battle of the Asian Bantams 2013 Hyundai Veloster Turbo
MSRP: $27,520
EPA Mileage: 26 MPG City; 38 MPG 
Highway
Performance / Safety:
Top Speed: 130 MPH; 0 – 60 MPH 6.9 
Seconds
1.6-Liter, 4-cylinder, DOHC, twin-
scroll turbocharger, aluminum engine 
producing 201 horsepower and 195 
pound-feet of torque; 6-speed manual 
transmission; independent MacPher-
son strut front suspension; V-torsion 
beam rear suspension; 18-inch al-
loy wheels; 11.8-inch ventilated front 
disc brakes; 10.3-inch solid rear disc 
brakes; power rack and pinion steering; 
electronic stability and traction control; 
projection headlights; fog lights; backup 
warning signal and rear view camera; 
front, side impact, and side curtain air-
bags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/Sirius satellite radio; Bluetooth; 
iPod, MP3, and USB ports; Hyundai 
BlueLink; 450-watt, Dimension Pre-
mium audio with 8 speakers; 7-inch 
touch screen; navigation system; leath-
er wrapped, tilt & telescope steering 
wheel with fingertip cruise, audio, and 
phone controls; leather, power oper-
ated seats; heated front seats; 12-volt 
and 115-volt power outlets; panoramic 
sunroof; 60/40 fold flat rear seats.

2012 Nissan Juke
MSRP: $27,180
EPA Mileage: 25 MPG City; 30 MPG 
Highway
As Tested Mileage: 36 MPG Highway
Performance / Safety: Top Speed: 
137 MPH; 0 – 60 MPH 7.3 Seconds
1.6-Liter, 4-cylinder, direct injection, 
DOHC, intercooled turbocharged alu-
minum engine producing 188 horse-
power and 177 pound-feet of torque; 
6-speed manual transmission; all 
wheel drive; 11.7-inch, vented disc front 
brakes; 11.5-inch solid disc rear brakes; 
independent strut front suspension; 
rear multi-link stabilizer bar suspension; 
traction and stability control; speed sen-
sitive power steering; 17-inch gunmetal 
wheels; automatic Halogen headlights; 
fog lights; front seat mounted side-
impact air bags; roof-mounted curtain 
airbags.
Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/XM satellite radio; Bluetooth; 
CD player; MP3, iPod, and USB ports; 
Rockford Fosgate sound system with 
8-inch subwoofer; navigation system 
with 5-inch color touch screen; backup 
camera; leather wrapped, tilt & tele-
scoping steering wheel with fingertip 
audio, cruise, and Bluetooth; powered 
sunroof; 12-volt power outlet; leather, 
manually operated seats; heated front 
seats; 60/40 fold flat rear seats.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RdALFkwvHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RdALFkwvHg
http://www.rogerwitherspoon.com/
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GOVERNMENTSection

Paid	  for	  by	  Latimer	  for	  Senate;	  Not	  Printed	  at	  Taxpayer	  Expense

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

YONKERS, NY -- IAFF Local 
628 Yonkers Firefighters and the 
Uniformed Fire Officers Association 
(UFOA) have officially endorsed 
Assemblyman George Latimer for 
New York State Senate in the 37th 
Senate District. These two endorse-
ments officially give Latimer the 
endorsement of all four uniformed 
service groups in the City of Yonkers.

“George Latimer has always 
stood up for our first responders and 
we know that in the Senate he will 
continue working to improve work 
place conditions, expand technology, 
and ensure that our first responders 

have all the proper resources to effec-
tively protect the taxpayers of Yonkers,” 
stated IAFF Local 628 President 
Barry B. McGoey. “

“The Uniformed Fire Officers 
Association has endorsed George 
Latimer because he is truly one of us 
and understands what we need to do 
our jobs,” explained UFOA President 
John Halpin. “Our members relate 
to George and are comfortable that 
he knows how to ease the local tax 
burden without slashing essential 
municipal services. George Latimer 
is the right kind of advocate for the 
City of Yonkers and its citizens and 

has successfully delivered for the areas 
of Westchester that he has represented 
in the past.”

“I am truly honored to receive this 
endorsement. These heroes are a true 
inspiration and represent what is best 
about Yonkers, Westchester and all of 
New York State,” stated Assemblyman 
George Latimer. “I look forward to 
being another strong voice in Albany 
on behalf of the City of Yonkers. The 
support of these organizations ”

The Yonkers Fire Department 
comprises 12 stations and 18 
companies.

Yonkers Firefighters and Fire Officers Endorse George Latimer for NYS Senate

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- 
Westchester GOP Chairman Doug 
Colety on Friday, October 5, 2012, 
called on New York State Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman to 
conduct an investigation of the 
Obama campaign and Town of 
Greenburgh officials for using 
taxpayer-owned facilities to conduct 
a political campaign. Town officials 
allowed Greenburgh Town Hall to be 
used by the Obama-Biden campaign 
to conduct a campaign phonebank 
over a two-month period.

Chairman Colety said: “The 
taxpayers of Greenburgh are being 
ripped off by the Obama campaign 
and Greenburgh’s Democratic leader-
ship and I am calling on the New York 
State Attorney General to conduct a 
full investigation to see if any laws are 
being violated by this clearly unethical 
behavior. Taxpayers have a right to 
know that public facilities are not being 
used for partisan political campaigns 
and no municipal building should ever 
be converted into in a campaign head-
quarters for any party.”

Only after constituents and the 
media exposed the misuse of the town 
halls did the Obama campaign offer 
to reimburse taxpayers for the theft of 
public space.

“I am disappointed that it took 
the Obama campaign getting caught 
with their hand in the cookie jar for 
Supervisor Paul Feiner to decide that 
taxpayers should be reimbursed for 
this violation of the public trust that he 
knew about since August. It is critical 
that the Attorney General step in to 
answer important questions, including 
whether any town employees were 
used to keep Town Hall open for 
the evening phonebank and whether 
any laws were broken in the process,” 
concluded Chairman Colety.

 Chairman Colety encouraged 
all concerned Westchester taxpayers 
to contact the Attorney General to 
demand answers.

Westchester Republican Chairman Calls 
for Investigation of Obama Campaign and 
Greenburgh Supervisor
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Continued on page 17

Westchester, NY –On Friday, 
October 5, 2012, in Mamaroneck, 
local Westchester women including 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey and 
New York State Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins along with represen-
tatives from Planned Parenthood and 
WCLA-Choice Matters announced 
unified support for George Latimer 
in his quest for the State Senate. 
Alongside the aforementioned 
community leaders were dozens of 
local women who are all supporters of 
George Latimer.

George Latimer is one of the 
most principled, talented, hard-
working public officials I have ever 
known. And, as our State Senator, he 
will be an outstanding advocate for 
all the people of Westchester,” stated 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey. “For 
women the stakes of this election are 
especially high. George has been on 
the right side of the bread and butter 
priorities that affect women most, 
including pay equity in the workplace 

and access to health care in the doctor’s 
office. The choice could not be clearer. 
And so I am delighted and honored to 
offer my full and enthusiastic endorse-
ment to a dear friend and a great 
candidate, the next Senator from the 
37th District, George Latimer.”

“George has been a strong and 
solid advocate for women and has 
always fought on the right side of 

our issues. Whether it is supporting 
women’s health or fighting for pay 
equity, women across Westchester 
support George because they know 
he will always stand up for our 
continued progress. In the race for the 
37th Senate District, George is the 
only candidate who has a real record 
of supporting and delivering on the 
issues women care about,” said Senator 

Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Reina Schiffrin the President and 

CEO of Planned Parenthood Hudson 
Peconic stated, “George Latimer has 
been endorsed by the PPHP Action 
Fund because he has always been on 
the right side of our priorities. George 
has always been a fighter for us and 
will be a strong voice on our behalf as a 
State Senator because he listens to the 
Westchester residents he represents 
and he knows that the health and well-
being of women across the State is of 
vital importance to our future.”

“George’s opponent has shown 
that he is anti-choice,” stated WCLA-
Choice Matters President Catherine 
Lederer-Plaskett. “Cohen was no 
where to be found when we asked 
him to stand with us on key local 
issues, demonstrating to the women 
of Westchester that their health and 
well-being is simply not a priority. 
George has always worked with us and 
has proven that he will do the right 
thing when it comes to standing up for 

women.”
“I appreciate the support of these 

organizations and local residents 
because they have been the ones who 
have fought for the families here in 
Westchester,” stated Assemblyman 
George Latimer. “To me the phrase 
women’s health applies to their families 
as well. It means that our children are 
getting a good education and that they 
are breathing fresh air and drinking 
clean water; giving them and their 
families a healthy community to thrive. 
I’m looking forward to working side 
by side all of these community leaders 
and fighting on their behalf as a State 
Senator.”

George Latimer has received 
endorsements from NARAL Pro 
Choice NY, Planned Parenthood 
Hudson Peconic Action Fund and 
WCLA Choice Matters, giving him 
unified support from New York’s 
leading women’s health and wellness 
advocates. 

Lowey, Stewart-Cousins and Westchester Women Stand Up for George Latimer
CAMPAIGN TRAIL

THE NEW YORK BULLETIN

By KEVIN McKEOWN
In 1990, New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo re-appointed an Appellate 
Division Presiding Justice, Francis T. 
Murphy, who had been so dismayed 
with his own ‘ethics’ committee that 
under his watch the so-called “ethics” 
offices were cleared and the door locks 
changed. Judge Murphy presided 
over the Appellate Division, First 
Department- the court over all legal 
business in Manhattan and The Bronx.

On October 1, 2012, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo appointed Randall 

T. Eng to preside over the Appellate 
Division, Second Department in 
Brooklyn. The 2nd Department over-
sees all court affairs in 10 counties: 
Dutchess, Kings, Nassau, Orange, 
Putnam, Queens, Richmond, 
Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester.

Judge Eng is the first Asian-
American to serve as a Presiding 
Justice in New York State, and is 
reported to be planning a comprehen-
sive, and public, overhaul of legal ethics 
under his control.
A Quick Yawn

The structure of New York’s state 
courts provides, in the most simple 
terms, 4 geographical areas called 
Departments. Most citizens outside 
of the legal community have little 
time or interest in who their Judicial 
Department Presiding Justice- or “PJ” 
- is, but that one person is arguably 
the most important person in what 
happens in the average citizen’s day-
to-day life.

While New York’s highest state 
court is the Court of Appeals in 
Albany, it is what happens in the state 

court’s 4 Judicial Departments that has 
the most direct impact on the affairs of 
New Yorkers. As the top administrator 
of their Department, the PJ can most 
expeditiously impact justice and social 
reform. Presiding Judges are also the 
boss over attorney ethics.
Governor Mario Cuomo 
and “The Murphy Report”

Despite political pressure in 1990, 
then-Governor Mario Cuomo stood 
firm in backing a top judge who had 
gone public in his stand to restore the 
public’s trust in their judicial system. 
Previously, in January of 1989, the 
1st Department issued The Murphy 
Report, a public explanation of action 
taken by the Presiding Judge to address 
corrupt practices, including altered 
statistics, surrounding the attorney 
“ethics” committee under the court’s 
charge.

Presiding Judge Murphy was so 
moved by revelations concerning his 
attorney “ethics” committee, called 
the Departmental Disciplinary 
Committee (or the “DDC”) 
that attention to the widespread 

dysfunction led to the “ethics” offices 
being cleared and the locks changed- 
and under the watch of armed officers.

It was revealed in the report that 
the Presiding Judge had requested 
the resignations of the “ethics” DDC 
then-Chief Counsel, Michael Gentile, 
and the then-Deputy Chief Counsel, 
Sarah McShea. “Ethics” Chief 
Counsel Gentile had been found to 
have filed false work sheets for six 
(6) years- sometimes failing to show 
up for work one or two days a week. 
Those false filings also put the Chief 
Court Clerk at risk for signing off on 
false attendance records.

Judge Murphy then voiced a 
thought that is just as profound if 
spoken today, “I doubt that there is any 
member of the public who believes that 
the State should pay, upon false work 
sheets, an annual salary of $80,000 for 
work of about 12 hours weekly...”

Manhattan’s then-top attorney 
“ethics” counsel also, “took great pains 
to insure that a true picture of condi-
tions existing in the DDC [the ethics 
committee] were concealed from the 
Court....[t]he emphasis was on closing 
[attorney] complaint files at any cost 
to reduce the number of backlogged 
cases....” Mr. Gentile reportedly stated 
that staff was “to use ‘prosecutorial 

discretion’ to close cases.”
In another instance, Mr. Gentile 

was found to have acted without 
authorization and contrary to the 
purpose of a rule of the court, and 
he, “entered into an agreement with 
the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York to 
refrain from examining any witness in 
a highly publicized criminal prosecu-
tion until it had been terminated.”
Demanding Ethical 
Accountability

The Murphy Report addressed the 
issue of responsibility, “It was apparent 
to me that a chief counsel whom we 
could rarely locate, who seemingly 
tried no cases, whose backlog seemed 
permanent, whose staff lawyers fell 
from the masthead with awe-inspiring 
frequency, whose unethical conduct 
in certain cases had caused alarm, 
and who was lacking in professional 
courage, was not a chief counsel of 
anything.”
The Future of the 1st 
Department Under 
Presiding Justice Luis A. 
Gonzalez

A new PJ was appointed in March 
of 2009 to lead the First Department in 

Another Cuomo Appointment Provides Hope
22-years Apart - Bold Action on Meaningful Ethics Reform

Justice Randall T. Eng
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Manhattan. Significant changes have 
been made at the “ethics” committee 
under its current Chief Counsel Jorge 
Dopico. Presiding Justice Gonzalez 
continues to weigh specific action 
involving:

--the existence of dozens of 
complaints that were “white-washed”;

--acts of retaliation by “ethics” 
committee superiors to chill certain 
individuals, including respected 
attorneys;

--an 80-year-old Holocaust 
Survivor who had to wait over ten 

years to see any action on her ethics 
complaint;

--a woman who had been ignored 
and procedurally defrauded by the 
ethics committee after her lawyer- 
who was recorded on tape wanting 
sex in return for a favorable outcome 
in court- was found to be one of the 
“protected” Manhattan attorneys, and 
who even boasted of his juice with 
sitting Associate Justices of the 1st 
Department;

--the violation of Judiciary Law 
where non-court personnel- policy 
committee members- are provided 
with confidential case material; and

--the mathematical impossibility 
that attorneys from large law firms are 
never held accountable by the “ethics” 
committee.
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and Presiding Judge Eng

Justice Eng served on the 
Appellate Division as an Associate 
Justice since 2008. He previously 
served on the Criminal Court of the 
City of New York from 1983-1990, 
was a Justice of the Supreme Court 
in Queens County from 1991-2007, 
and was Administrative Judge in 
the Criminal Term of the Supreme 
Court in Queens County from 2007-
2008. Prior to serving on the bench, 

Justice Eng was an Assistant District 
Attorney in the Queens County 
District Attorney’s Office from 
1973 to 1980. He was the Deputy 
Inspector General of the New York 
City Correction Department from 
1980 to 1981, and then became the 
Department’s Inspector General 
from 1981 to 1983. Justice Eng was 
a member of the New York Army 
National Guard from 1970 through 
2004, when he retired as State Judge 
Advocate holding the rank of Colonel. 
Justice Eng received his B.A. degree 
from SUNY at Buffalo in 1969 and his 
J.D. from St. John’s University School 
of Law in 1972, where he served as an 
Adjunct Professor of Law from 1997 

to 2001.
Encouraged by the actions of two 

Governors named Cuomo, though 
years apart, a new and hopeful era 
begins at the 2nd Department under 
Presiding Justice Randall T. Eng.

Acknowledging his duty, Judge 
Eng once said, “I have dedicated my 
entire legal career to public service.” 
As Presiding Judge of the 2nd 
Department, he now leads the charge 
there to restore the faith of the people 
in their government.

To read The Murphy Report, 
and related information, visit: www.
TheNewYorkBulletin.com.

Continued on page 18
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Another Cuomo Appointment Provides Hope

By MARY C. MARVIN
The Village Green 
Committee, one of our 
most dedicated and 
active Village organiza-

tions, is up and running this fall with 
their campaign called “Love’em and 
Leave’em” or LELE, which encourages 
Villagers to mulch fall leaves in place 
on lawns.

The program, initiated in the 
Village of Irvington, is an effort to 
change habits and realize that our fall 
ritual of disposing leaves curbside is 
actually wasteful, expensive and unnec-
essary. There are multiple advantages 
to simply mowing the leaves back into 
the lawn.

There is a significant cost savings 
to the Village for fall leaf collection 
and disposal. As example, Irvington 
has calculated their costs associated 
with leaf removal and Bronxville’s 
expenditures are much the same. They 
spend $30K in dumping fees alone 
for vacuuming up and carting leaves 
away Upstate. Combined with labor 
costs, equipment maintenance and gas, 
the seasonal costs often top $100K. 
This does not even include the cost of 
repairing clogged drains as rain sends 
leaves directly into the storm sewer 
system.

Drains clogged with leaves also 
increase the risk of localized flooding.

There is significantly less noise 
generated from leaf blowers as well as 
fuel savings in the cost of their opera-
tion. Leaf blowers also systematically 
remove the top layer of soil, leaving a 
yard pristine but unhealthy.

Mulched leaves are a low cost 
way to naturally fertilize one’s lawn 
and landscape beds. Mulched leaves 
increase the water holding capacity 
of soil, especially useful for absorbing 
rainwater run-off. Mulch increases 
the nutrients in the soil as well as the 
biological activity of earthworms, 
microbes and other beneficial organ-
isms. Leaf mulch is more nutritious 
and safer than commercial products. 
Most commercial mulch is actually the 
by-product of dead trees which have 
often died from diseases.

Mulch as a natural fertilizer 
eliminates the need for commercial 
products which can prove dangerous 
to pets and the purity of our water 
systems.

When the piles of leaves on 
the streets begin to decay, harmful 
phosphates and nitrogen are released 
eventually ending up in our sewer 
system and ultimately the Bronx River.

These same leaf piles are also a 
significant traffic hazard as they are 
often placed in narrow roadways 
or disperse creating a slippery road 
surface.

The Village Green Committee 
held a seminar for landscaping compa-
nies who do work around the Village 
to educate them on the process and 
alert them to the Village plan. Many 
of them already own the relatively low 
cost mulching blade and retrofit kit 
needed to do mulching this fall. If you 
work on your own lawn, most relatively 
new mowers come as “mulching” by 
default while others can be converted 
by purchase of a mulching blade.

The process is actually easy and 
a time and cost saver for gardeners as 
well as the Village.

Running the mower slowly over 
dry leaves will produce leaf particles 
the size of moth flakes that easily blend 
back into the lawn surface.

The Village employed the process 
last year and Village Hall lawn has 
never looked better. I invite you to 
come by and inspect. The Bronxville 

School has enthusiastically joined us 
in our LELE campaign and will be 
mulching in place on school property. 
Even if one out of ten residents joins 
our program this year, taxpayers will 
save upwards of $10,000.

Our Green Committee is plan-
ning a “Take Back Day” on October 
27th from 9AM – 1PM at which 
time there will be a demonstration of 
the mulching in place process on the 

Village Hall lawn. On that same day, 
with the assistance of the Bronxville 
School’s Environmental Club, 
Palumbo Place will be closed off and 
various stations set up for recycling 
products including electronic waste.

If you choose not to join the 
“Love’em and Leave’em” initiative, 
leaves must remain on private property 
near curb’s edge so our vacuum truck 

Love’em and Leave’em
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Continued from page 16
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can easily collect them. Yard waste 
such as branches or shrub trimmings 
cannot be comingled with the leaves 
as they will clog the leaf truck. They 
should be placed curbside in biode-
gradable bags.

Leaf season begins on October 
22nd and ends December 19th, weather 
permitting. Crews circle the Village as 
often as possible in an effort to keep 
the leaves from being a driving hazard 
or from entering our storm sewer 
system. Our DPW staff will be at your 
home at a minimum four times during 
the season.

As is evident, leaf pickup is labor 
intensive, time consuming and costly. 
The mulch in place method not 
only makes sense on many levels of 
community stewardship, it truly makes 
“cents” as a savings to taxpayers.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY –An 
investigation is moving 
forward on how the 
Assembly handled 
allegations of sexual 

harassment against Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez (D-Brooklyn). The state’s 
top ethics watchdog has now subpoe-
naed members of the chamber’s Ethics 
and Guidance Committee.

Four Democrats and four 
Republicans on the Assembly 
committee had been slapped with 
subpoenas and are now ordered to talk.

The subpoenas, issued Monday, 
are an indication that JCOPE’s probe 
of the Lopez matter is proceeding 
broadly: JCOPE’s 14 commis-
sioners reportedly at first authorized 
a narrow look at Lopez’s behavior, but 
subsequently voted to examine how 
harassment complaints against the 
Brooklyn Democrat were handled 
by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
D-Manhattan.

Assemblyman Tony Jordan, a 

Washington County Republican who 
also sits on the Assembly’s Ethics 
Committee, said he spent between 60 
and 90 minutes Tuesday speaking with 
investigators.

On Thursday morning, 
Assemblyman John McEneny 
(D-Albany) was one of the first 
Democrats to meet with investiga-
tors at JCOPE’s Broadway offices for 
roughly an hour, answering “questions 
on procedure and topics - nothing 
that I’d want to broadcast to the 
world, nothing terribly unpredictable,” 
disclosed McEneny.

McEneny, a close ally to Speaker 
Silver, opted not to seek re-election 
this year and is retiring.

The allegations against Lopez 
first surfaced Aug. 24, when the 
ethics committee issued a report 
substantiating claims by two of the 
assemblyman’s female staffers. The 
victims said that Lopez groped them.

Newspaper reports revealed Silver 
authorized a confidential $135,000 
settlement. The settlement, which was 
approved by aides to Attorney General 

Eric Schneiderman and Comptroller 
Tom DiNapoli, included $103,000 in 
taxpayer funds. The complaint by the 
two women, represented by attorney 
Gloria Allred, was not referred to the 
ethics committee — something Silver 
later said he regretted.

According to sources, Allred 
originally asked the Assembly for $1.2 
million to hush down the allegations.

In a previous Westchester Guardian 
issue, our investigation confirmed that 
the groping claim was not the first case 
to surface by the victims who received 
a cash settlement.

In 2008, Rita Pasareli made a 
stalking claim against former Albany 
County Legislator Brian Scavo. 
According to Scavo, he received a call 
from Pasareli demanding compensa-
tion as hush-money.

Scavo went on to say that he 
called Lopez’s and Silver’s office when 
he first learned the Assembly hired 
Pasareli.

Scavo refused to settle his case 
out-of-court, a judge dismissed the 
claim, but he went on to lose his 

re-election attempt in 2011.
“It was a frivolous claim, but the 

damage was done,” said a worn down 
Scavo.

To date Lopez has maintained 
his innocence but opted not to seek 
another term as chairman of the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party. He 
is expected to win his election in 
November.

Staten Island District Attorney 
Dan Donovan is exploring Lopez’s 
conduct to see if any criminal charges 
are warranted, and JCOPE publicly 
acknowledged its own probe on Sept. 
10.

JCOPE spokesman John 
Milgrim declined to return our calls 
on the matter.

Regardless, the new subpoenas 
are a refreshing and positive sign that 
JCOPE is handling this matter as a 
serious investigation.

Stay on top of breaking news with 
The Westchester Guardian.

Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany 
Correspondent column. Direct comments 
and inquiry to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

Gropez Scandal – Driven Panel Subpoenaed
 THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

By Dr. NASEER ALOMARI
We all would like to 
believe that we live in 
a world where people 
abide by a basic concept 
of right and wrong. The 

fact of the matter is that it is not always 
true on an individual level and is even 
less true on social and political levels.

Observing governments’ 
behavior in the Middle East in the 
present is comparable to observing 
individuals reacting to a life-threat-
ening situation. Claims of behaving 
morally and according to high political 
values seem to have disappeared in the 
face of adversity. Fear, vengeance, and 

distrust of other governments and 
regimes seem to be the real motiva-
tion behind all the otherwise rational 
governments. In a sense, governments 
in The Middle East, and all over the 
world for that matter, behave in a 
human-like manner because humans 
run them.

We hope that governments, 
which claim to represent the will of the 
people, would have a higher standard 
governing their behavior, but it seems 
that we should not expect that.

It seems the basic moral judgment 
which people from different countries, 
cultures, and religious and non-reli-
gious backgrounds have is not reflected 

by the governments which they claim 
represent them. It is a forest out there 
and governments are in a constant 
struggle for survival.

The Syrian regime, which has 
withstood a tremendous amount of 
pressure from its own rebelling army 
and people, is now openly getting 
support from the Iranian govern-
ment in order to send a message that 
it is not hesitant to protect its interests 
in the region. Hezbollah is now also 
openly supporting the Assad regime. 
On the other side, there are open calls 
from the Tunisia’s president to send in 
Arab troops to either monitor a peace 
agreement or intervene in stopping the 

daily killing of Syrians.
What happened to all the talk of 

solving problems through dialogue 
and in the spirit of Islamic brother-
hood? It seems that kind of rhetoric 
is what threatened governments say to 
hide the true nature of their intentions.

Are we naive to keep nagging 
governments and politicians to behave 
morally in a cat and dog world? Can 
we afford to allow politicians to behave 
according to their base reactions in 
dealing with the world?

What will happen if all govern-
ments behaved according to the 
principle of survival by any means 
necessary? These questions are not 

hypothetical in the present Middle 
East. Israel, Syria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
among other governments are now 
proactively positioning their resources 
to protect their security and interests. 
With all the fault lines and layers of 
potential conflict, it would not be 
surprising if the predictions of a third 
world war become a reality.

Dr. Naseer Alomari is a political analyst 
whose linguistic capacity and familiarity 
with different peoples in the Islamic 
world, from Morocco to Indonesia, 
coupled with his role as a principal in 
Yonkers and an American educational 
background makes him the perfect trans-
lator of events and sensibilities beyond the 
“Fault Lines” on the ground.

FAULT LINESLINES

Morality, Spirituality, and Politics in The Middle East

Ad Sales Position for Print Media
Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester.  Must have experience and must have car with clean driver’s license • Full time position.  

 • Must live in Westchester.  
Good Pay and Bonus Structures.  Looking to hire immediately.

Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview  •  Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.

Continued from page 17
Love’em and Leave’em
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My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADVERT ISEMENT

914.630.1928
By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

ADVERT ISEMENT

POLITICS

By HEZI ARIS
NEW YORK, NY -- Ridge Hill 
developer Forest City Ratner’s now 
former lobbyist Richard Lipsky 
(65-years old) faced 10 years in 
connection to his entering a guilty 
plea in January 2012 that included 
bribing a politician in return for 
favors. Among those he collaborated 
with was Brooklyn Democratic State 
Senator Carl Kruger who is presently 
serving a sentence of 7 years imprison-
ment. Besides Senator Kruger, there 
is a state assemblyman, two hospital 
executives, among others. Mr Lipsky’s 
cooperation with the office of Preet 

Bharara, United States Attorney for 
the Southern District Court, and more 
than 50 letters he had received on Mr. 
Lipsky’s behalf was sufficient to earn 
Mr Lipsky the most lenient sentence 
by the strike of Judge Jed S. Rakoff ’s 
gavel heard in Federal District Court 
in Manhattan on Friday, September 
28,2012. Judge Rakoff ’s decision was 
the most lenient among the broad 
conspiracy case “not easily exposed” 
were it not for the cooperation of Mr 
Lipsky. Even so, Judge Rakoff said, 
“In some ways, official corruption has 
to be ranked among the most evil of 
all crimes”. Continuing, Judge Rakoff 

noted Mr Lipsky, “Provided substan-
tial assistance in the investigation 
and prosecution of numerous other 
persons.” Even so, prosecutors did not 
revealed the information Mr. Lipsky 
provided at sentencing on Friday.

In a state of remorse while 
addressing the bench, Mr Lipsky said, 
“At a critical point in my life, however, I 
simply forgot everything I had learned 
and lived by, and failed to apply the 
same accountability and high stan-
dards to my own behavior. Instead of 
remaining skeptical and righteous, I 
went along and acted in ways that have 
undermined the confidence of the 

public in the democratic system.”
Mr. Lipsky’s guilty plea was 

lodged in connection with a scheme to 
pay companies and/or associates linked 
to then Senator Kruger in return for 
Mr. Kruger’s taking official action on 
behalf of Mr. Lipsky, his family and 
his business. The court has judged the 
value of the bribes emanating from Mr 
Lipsky of upwards of $200,000.

Mr Lipsky is scheduled to 
surrender to authorities by November 
27, 2012.

Forest City Ratner Lobbyist Cited in Bribery Case Sentence to 3 Months in Prison

Former lobbyist Richard Lipsky

CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Can we hope for a soft 
landing if we tumble 
over the fiscal cliff?

I think so, but we’d 
better buckle our finan-
cial seat belts anyway, 

because the next few months are going 
to bring us a bumpy ride politically — 
and perhaps financially, as well.

Unless there is action in 
Washington, most Americans face 
higher taxes in 2013. Big cuts will auto-
matically hit defense and most social 
programs, though a few especially 

sensitive items, such as Social Security, 
are exempt. Many economists believe 
the combination will reverse the fragile 
economic recovery and trigger a new 
recession during the first half of 2013.

A brief recession might not be 
a bad price to pay for halving the 
federal budget deficit, as the scheduled 
changes provide, but with unemploy-
ment stuck above 8 percent in an 
election year, leaders in both parties 
say they want to act in time to prevent 
the automatic spending cuts and tax 
hikes from taking effect. The coming 
months will bring a major clash over 

exactly what to do.
To complicate matters, the 

Treasury is again beginning to crowd 
the legal ceiling on federal debt. Just 
as in the stalemate that dominated 
headlines in mid-2011, it is a fore-
gone conclusion that the ceiling will 
be raised, but GOP deficit hawks 
are likely to again use the debt limit 
as leverage to force deeper spending 
cuts than Democrats and some other 
Republicans want.

The action will begin in earnest 
on Nov. 7, the day after Election Day. 
Regardless of what the voters decide, 

President Obama will remain in 
office until January, and a lame-duck 
Congress will return to Washington 
to deal with a huge pile of unfinished 
business that includes the fiscal cliff 
and the debt ceiling.

Democrats will push to let the 
Bush-era tax cuts lapse for upper-
income households. They also are 
likely to try to roll back the $5 million 
per person exemption for gift and 
estate taxes, and to raise the current top 
gift and estate tax rate from 35 percent 
to 45 percent or higher. Republicans 
want to continue the current tax rates 
for everyone.

A victory by Mitt Romney in 
November would probably ensure 

that the Republicans would prevail in 
the tax fight. The only way Democrats 
would be able to raise tax rates on 
higher-income households would be 
to let the Bush-era rates expire for 
everyone. Democrats would have the 
voting power, at least in the Senate, to 
do that, but they have shown no appe-
tite for raising taxes on middle-income 
voters.

Conventional wisdom holds 
that an Obama victory would let 
Democrats win the tax-rate battle. 
I am not so sure. Obama likewise 
has no appetite for a tax increase on 
most American households, as he 
showed in his tax compromise with 

A Look Over the Edge of The Fiscal Cliff
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By ED KOCH
On September 27, 
2012, Prime Minister 
Bibi Netanyahu of 
Israel delivered a 
speech to the United 

Nations. That speech is well worth 
reading, if someone is interested 
in world events and, in particular, 
a discussion of why it is a matter 
of life and death whether Iran is 
able to develop nuclear bombs. For 
Israel, it is an existential matter, 
since Iran’s leaders have regu-
larly threatened to destroy Israel. 

The president of Iran, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, has on a number 
of occasions denied there is any 
connection between the Jewish 
people and the land he refers to as 
Palestine. And he is a Holocaust 
denier as well.

Jerusalem was the capital of 
the kingdom ruled by King David 
in approximately 1010 to 970 
B.C.E. and later by his son, King 
Solomon in approximately 967 
B.C.E. It is in the location of the 
Temple Mount where Solomon 
built the First Temple and where a 

later King, Herod, built the Second 
Temple and where the Western 
Wall, the remnant of one of the 
retaining walls to the Temple 
Mount stands today. To this sacred 
wall Jews and others come to 
pray every day. For 19 years from 
1948 to 1967 when the Kingdom 
of Jordan ruled the old city of 
Jerusalem, that Muslim state 
refused to allow Jews entry into 
the old city to pray at the Western 
Wall, expelled all Jews living in 
the old city, destroyed much of 
its Jewish Quarter, including its 
synagogues, and desecrated an 
ancient Jewish cemetery on the 
nearby Mount of Olives. In 1967, 
the State of Israel repelled an inva-
sion by Egypt, Syria and Jordan, 
and was able to wrest control of 
its ancient capital from Jordan. In 
contrast to Jordan’s actions while it 
controlled the old city of Jerusalem, 
Israel has worked hard to safeguard 
the holy places in Jerusalem’s old 
city so that Muslims, Christians 
and Jews may worship freely. Israel 
has protected the two mosques that 
had been built over the centuries 
since the destruction of the Second 
Temple by the Romans in 70 AD, 
and has allowed the Muslims 

access to the mosques and given a 
Muslim organization, the Islamic 
WAQF, responsibility for the care 
and upkeep of those mosques.

The Muslim tradition in many 
countries has been one of trium-
phalism -- after a war, taking 
a church and converting it to a 
mosque, the most famous example 
being the cathedral Sancta Sophia 
in Istanbul, capital of Turkey, now 
known as Hagia Sophia.

It would have been doable, but 
unthinkable, to change the two 
mosques on the Temple Mount 
to synagogues or build a Third 
Temple on the hallowed ground 
where the Temples once stood and 
where now the Al-Aqsa mosque 
exists, and the Al-Askari mosque 
with its golden dome. The Islamists 
have an enormous desire to destroy 
the heritage of other religions. 
We saw what the Taliban did in 
Afghanistan when in 2001 they 
blew up the two ancient Buddhas 
of Bamiyan carved out of a moun-
tain, shocking the world.

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
in his speech said, “They [radical 
Islamists] seek supremacy over all 
Muslims. They are bent on world 
conquest. They want to destroy 
Israel, Europe, America. They want 
to extinguish freedom. They want 
to end the modern world.”

Their goal is the destruction 
of Western civilization which 
they both envy and hate. They 
envy our economic success and 
our belief that life in the West 
with its personal freedoms are far 
better than Islamist Sharia and 
terror. They also hate us because 
in their own countries, so many 
Muslims seek a more Western life-
style, including political freedom 
which, if achieved, would end the 
enormous power of the mullahs, 
ayatollahs and other religious 
leaders who view us as infidels to 
be murdered if we do not recognize 
the supremacy of Islam.

Islamic fundamentalists have 
no compunction about killing 
other Muslims they view as heret-
ical. Thus, we are witness to regular 
bloodletting between and among 
Sunni, Shia and Alawites. The rela-
tionship between the Sunni state of 
Saudi Arabia and the Shia state of 
Iran is such that the king of Saudi 
Arabia urged the U.S. to cut off 
the head of the snake, referring 
to Iran. Syrian families seeking to 
cross into Iraq, largely Shia, to save 
themselves from the bloodbath 
in Syria [where 30,000, primarily 
civilians, have already been killed 
in the ongoing civil war] are 
stopped at the border, according to 
The New York Times, with Sunni 
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Republicans (in a Congress that 
had Democratic majorities in both 
houses) in 2010. Republicans will 
also have the debt-ceiling card to 
play.

I expect that an Obama victory 
will mean either a stalemate on 
taxes that will continue at least 
into early 2013, or some sort of tax 
compromise with Republicans that 
will extend current rates, or some-
thing close, through 2013. One 
exception is that higher tax rates 
on investment income for upper-
income households, which are part 
of the health care reform law, are 
likely to remain in any compromise 

with a re-elected President Obama.
Tax legislation tends to emerge 

from lame-duck Congresses at the 
eleventh hour, often with provi-
sions that have seen little or no 
public discussion. We are likely 
to be stuck with major questions 
about near-term tax policy until 
very close to the end of the year, or 
beyond.

I doubt that Democrats can 
get the tax increases they seek, but 
I believe affluent taxpayers should 
act as though all of the scheduled 
increases will happen until we 
know otherwise. A good general 
strategy would be to accelerate 
some income into 2012 to be taxed 
at this year’s rates, if that income 

would otherwise be recognized in 
2013. The generous gift tax exemp-
tion also might go away, so there 
can be a lot of value in moving 
wealth to younger generations 
while the exemption is available.

Beyond the near-term dead-
lock between the parties, the 
campaign season has actually 
elicited a certain consensus about 
the need for a tax code overhaul 
and the general form it should 
take: lower tax rates, especially 
for corporations; fewer deduc-
tions and credits, especially for 
higher-income households; and 
possibly some changes in the way 
cross-border activities are taxed 
to encourage American manufac-
turing and exports.

A Romney victory would 

probably bring a relatively quick 
agreement to extend the status quo 
for a year or two while a broader 
overhaul is considered. An Obama 
victory might yield the same result. 
Together with a reasonably effi-
cient resolution of the debt-ceiling 
extension, this would avoid taking 
us over the fiscal cliff altogether.

Failing that, a brief excursion 
into a world with higher taxes and 
less government spending will at 
least focus the nation on the reality 
that the current course of repetitive 
trillion-dollar deficits is unsustain-
able. If deadlock means bringing 
the federal budget under reason-
able control, even at the price of 
a short-term economic slowdown, 
it will not be the worst that could 
happen.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, presi-
dent of Palisades Hudson Financial 
Group a fee-only financial planning 
firm headquartered in Scarsdale, 
NY. The firm offers estate plan-
ning, insurance consulting, trust 
planning, cross-border planning, 
business valuation, family office and 
business management, executive 
financial planning, and tax services. 
Its sister firm, Palisades Hudson 
Asset Management, is an indepen-
dent investment advisor with about 
$950 million under management. 
Branch offices are in Atlanta, GA, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL, and Portland, OR. 
Website: www.palisadeshudson.com.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

914-562-0834

OP EDSection

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9922222222,-73.7869444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9922222222,-73.7869444444%20(Scarsdale%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9922222222,-73.7869444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9922222222,-73.7869444444%20(Scarsdale%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial%20adviser
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/08/www.palisadeshudson.com.
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men prohibited from accompa-
nying their families into Iraq.

Can you imagine what the 
Islamist fanatics, were they able 
to defeat Israel in battle, would do 
to Jews on the streets of Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv, if they had the power 
to impose their will? Most of us, I 
believe, are surprised to learn of the 
physical size of Iran, bigger than 
France and Germany put together. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu in his 
speech at the U.N. quoted one of 
the perceived moderate former 
leaders of Iran who said, “[t]he use 
of even one nuclear bomb inside 
Israel will destroy everything, 
however, it would only harm the 
Islamic world.” That individual 
added, “It is not irrational to 
contemplate such an eventuality.”

Yes, major nations in the world 
led by President Obama and the 
U.S. have engaged in a series of 
economic sanctions against Iran 
to secure its agreement to stop 
its development of the nuclear 
bomb. Fanatics are not deterred 
by economic hardship. Those sanc-
tions are seen as a badge of courage 

and thus far have not achieved 
their goals.

So, what to do? I agree with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu that 
red lines should be drawn and 
announced by the U.S. that if 
violated by Iran, would automati-
cally elicit a U.S. military response. 
The military response should not 
include the sending of boots on 
the ground, but rather the use of 
ballistic missiles, drones, planes, 
our Navy and special forces where 
appropriate. In addition, I urge 
President Obama to make the 
kind of statement issued by Jack 
Kennedy during the Cuban missile 
crisis. He should warn Iran that a 
nuclear attack upon Israel would 
be deemed an attack upon the U.S. 
and that we would respond with 
military force immediately. I urge 
Mitt Romney to state he would 
support President Obama doing 
that.

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
referred in his U.N. speech to those 
who would allow Iran to develop 
and possess nuclear bombs. One of 
those is Bill Keller, former executive 

editor of The New York Times, 
who in a September 9th op-ed 
said: “At the end of this theoretical 
exercise [options], we have two 
awful choices with unpredictable 
consequences. After immersing 
myself in the expert thinking on 
both sides, I think that, forced to 
choose, I would swallow hard and 
take the risks of a nuclear Iran over 
the gamble of a pre-emptive war. 
My view may be colored by a bit of 
post-Iraq syndrome.”

Allowing Iran to possess the 
nuclear bomb would allow it to use 
it against Israel to virtually extin-
guish that small country, which 
is about the size of New Jersey. A 
nuclear Iran could equip its surro-
gates, Hamas and Hezbollah, with 
nuclear weapons. Iran could also 
use a nuclear arsenal to terrorize 
the Middle East and the rest of 
the world. That, in turn, will likely 
set off a nuclear arms race first 
and foremost in an already highly 
unstable Middle East. This could 
have disastrous consequences for 
all of us.

You can be sure Israel will 
not go gently into the night but 
will take all measures available 

to prevent a nuclear-armed Iran. 
Israel will not allow itself to 
become Czechoslovakia of 1938 
because other nations declined 
their responsibility to prevent an 
avoidable catastrophe.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch 
served as a member of Congress from 
New York State from 1969 through 
1977, and New York City as its 
105thMayor from 1978 to 1989.

Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLEAN WATER ACT
To the Editor:
40 years ago Congress enacted the 
Clean Water Act to end pollution of 
our rivers, lakes and bays. Since then, 
New York has taken the lead on water 
protection by maintaining some of the 
best water quality laws in the nation. 
However, Gov. Cuomo has recently 
proposed lowering the clean water 
standards for factory farms in New 
York. He is putting our water in jeop-
ardy with this plan, instead of helping 

farms to meet the state’s strong water 
protection standards.

New guidelines are being crafted 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency that would ensure better 
protection of our waterways from 
factory farms across the country. As the 
rest of the nation is moving forward 
with water protection, now is not the 
time for New York to be stepping 
backwards.

Guidelines and standards that 
keep our rivers and lakes protected 
should be upheld and enforced, rather 
than allowing our standards to be 
lowered and putting the places where 
we love to swim and fish in danger.

Sincerely,
Laura Purton
Environment New York
New York, NY
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By HEZI ARIS
Ten months have 

elapsed since the 
promise of Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano’s 
accession to office 
resurrected the hopes 

of Yonkersites for governance ruled 
by transparency, infused by integrity, 
approachability, and partnership. 
The culture of inclusion would 
eclipse the “my way or the highway” 
patriarchal sentimentality enforced 
by fiat by the previous John Spencer 
and Phil Amicone Administrations. 
The false gods of deceit and subter-
fuge would be supplanted by a vision 
to correct the falsehoods of the past. 
The visceral anticipation hoped for 
has ten-months into the first year in 
office by Mayor Mike Spano only 
brought Yonkers to the confluence 
of having to await Mayor Spano’s 
choosing to celebrate his compre-
hension of the travails that assault 
Yonkers ability to resurrect itself 
or to feebly hide behind attempts 
of correction awaiting winning 
outcome, and even then, allow those 
wins or failures to be eclipsed by 
superfluous ribbon cutting events 
that are a harangue to the sensibili-
ties of an astute and knowledgeable 
public salivating for so much more 
than mere fluff.

The Yonkers Tribune and The 
Westchester Guardian were the first 
and only media outlets to endorse 
then NYS Assemblyman Mike 
Spano’s candidacy for Mayor of 
Yonkers. Mike Spano’s pride in his 
family name, blemished in recent 
years within political circles was so 
gut wrenching to his self-image, 
the opportunity to polish the patina 
of the family name governed his 
very being. It was and still remains 
the only rationale to believe he 
can succeed if he were to focus 
upon the task at hand, that is, to 
revive the prospects of the City 
of Yonkers. Whether recognized 
consciously or not, an attempted 
coup has been simmering within 
the ivory tower of Yonkers City 
Hall since day one of Mayor Mike 
Spano’s Administration, deflecting 
and detracting from his abilities 
to garner the kudos and accolades 
Mayor Mike Spano deserves 
heaped upon him.

Some Yonkersites expressed the 
view that this reporter was played, 
perhaps influenced by a bowl of 
lentil soup meant to welcome a 
New Year with the riches of renewal 
days before Mike Spano would 
succeed his predecessor as Mayor of 
the City of Yonkers. The lentil soup 
and the New Year that was being 
welcomed remains 2012. It seems 
the old wive’s tale promise holds 
true for this reporter but has not 
similarly favored the new mayor. 
Mayor Mike Spano is under siege 
within his own fortress.

Yonkersites were quickly lulled 
into complacency; comforted by 
Mayor Mike Spano’s words. They 
were collectively at the ready to 
afford the new administration a 
100-days honeymoon. Any disbe-
lief of a lack of follow through by 
Mayor Mike Spano to do what 
he promised was quickly dashed; 
he would begin the promise of 
reducing the use of the Yonkers 
City fleet. Months later the abuse 
continues. There is a judge who is 
not entitled to drive a city car, but 
he does. The “Gas-boy” operation is 
still the scene for continuing theft. 
A qualified police official brings 
his 20-gallon vehicle to fill the gas 
tank. Right behind him is his wife, 
also filling up a 20-gallon tank’s 
worth of fuel. Those who peruse the 
“Gas-boy” records have yet to figure 
out the abuse, despite those same 
records delineating the “thefts”.

Mayor Mike Spano was soon 
to learn the severity of Yonkers 
fiscal plight during his need to 
present the Yonkers City Council 
with Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Proposed FY2012-2013 Budget. 
The almost $90 million deficit 
that revealed itself to be balanced 
on one-shots and other financially 
creative gimmicks. The Yonkers 
City Council, too long engaged 
in serving the Mayor of Yonkers, 
whomever he may be, became 
the foil for Mayor Spano’s grade 
“B” movie by making believe they 
were engaged in discerning appro-
priate and necessary funding for 
specific needs. It was a show that 
would exhaust even the most 
concerned and patient Yonkersite 
for its total waste of time; rather 
than a transparent process, it would 

instead be subterfuge. Yonkers 
City Council’s complicity in the 
quackery of the budget proposal 
became evident when New 
York State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli would not approve the 
first budget proposed. While the 
Yonkers City Council was uncer-
tain on how to proceed through 
the process, Mayor Mike Spano 
invited former NYS Assemblyman 
Richard Brodsky and former Lt. 
Governor Richard Ravitch to 
City Hall to divulge the severity 
of Yonkers’ fiscal woes familiar to 
Yonkersites all, except for the likes 
of Mike Spano who was “shocked”, 
a seemingly film noir moment 
reminiscent of “Casablanca”. The 
Albany ghouls’ duo attempted 
to create a “Halloween” moment 
that impressed only themselves; 
Yonkersites have known the score 
for years. It was only 10 days ago 
when attending a Citizen’s Union 
discussion in Manhattan Mr 
Ravitch would assert media was 
delinquent in sharing the onerous 
fiscal calamity that would befall 
Yonkers, and even New York City. 
When approached, Mr Ravitch 
had no suggestions on how to “fix” 
the crisis. Mr Ravitch continues 
to believe his “doom and gloom” 
message protects his integrity 
despite holding the alleged knowl-
edge of deliverance close to his 
chest. That is Mr Ravitch’s spiel 
and he’ll likely stick with it until 
he finds a better paying gig. In the 
meanwhile Mayor Mike Spano 
attempts to walk a minefield of 
contrarian advisers who have yet 
to learn the nuance, complexity, 
and pride of Yonkersites, believing 
the import of alien sensibilities 
and sensitivities professed by Mssrs 
Brodsky and Ravitch will suffice. 
This reporter believed Mayor Mike 
Spano was losing that fight. Even 
so, there are signs he may have only 
lost some skirmishes, the effort to 
devise, define, and engage the vision 
doable and best for Yonkers has 
yet to be distilled. To that end, the 
internal fight for dominance within 
Yonkers City Hall has exacted a 
heavy stress induced toll on Mayor 
Mike Spano’s demeanor.

The Brodsky-Ravitch show 
sadly was not to be renewed, 
instead, it was supplanted and 

kicked into oblivion by the question 
of the domicile of Yonkers Deputy 
Mayor Sue Gerry. WPIX-11 News 
reporter Mario Diaz who asked if 
she was a Yonkers resident dogged 
her. Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry 
advised she had recently estab-
lished residence. City Hall claimed 
it has issued a waiver in favor of the 
deputy mayor relieving her need 
to reside in Yonkers. The telling 
of the circumstances is one big 
preposterous lie and besmirches the 
integrity of all involved. Yonkers 
Inspector General Kitley Covill 
has yet to reveal her findings. The 
enormity of the convoluted telling 
is so far-fetched that she is unlikely 
to be able to wrap her mind about 
this fraud. His was a sideshow. It 
is not an inconsequential error or 
circumstance, but it is not of utmost 
importance for Yonkers as the City 
must be first directed to safer shoals.

Despite Mayor Mike Spano’s 
protestations otherwise, it was he 
who permitted the installation 
of former Westchester County 
Board Legislator Jose Alvarado to 
the office of Constituent Services. 
It was employment in deference 
to patronage. Then, noting Mr 
Alvarez’s failing in Constituent 
Services, Mayor Mike Spano 
handed the Alvarado dilemma to 
the Yonkers City Council who 
took the issue out of Mayor Mike 
Spano’s hands and promoted him 
to Yonkers City Clerk when he 
had no knowledge of the responsi-
bilities of that office. Mr Alvarado 
omitted his employment by White 
Plains Hospital when questioned by 
the Yonkers City Council. He lied 
by omission. Even so, his employ-
ment was endorsed by the Yonkers 
City Council. Mr Alvarado does 
not attend to the requirements 
of his office. He gases up his city 
owned car to drive to White Plains 
Hospital on the taxpayer’s dime; he 
is not on the job from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. as proscribed - he often-
times shows up at 2:30 p.m.; among 
other issues. Inspector General 
Covill is investigating this issue 
as well. Mr. Alvarado is commit-
ting theft every day he remains 
on the payroll and besmirches the 
opportunity and honor given him 
by a proud city that afforded him 
a chance to which his response is 

similar to being spat in the face. 
Unconscionable behavior. Yonkers 
must rid itself of such trash. First 
Deputy Vincent Spano, the only 
person with the knowledge, experi-
ence, and fair-mindedness required 
must be designated to replace Mr 
Alvarado as Yonkers City Clerk. 
Anyone that would attempt to spin 
this crisis into anything it is not will 
find themselves sitting on a political 
minefield that will blow up in their 
face(s).

The pity over the above is 
that Inspector General Covill is 
neutered, stymied and directed by 
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano to 
conveniently forget the issues before 
her. We are however now hearing 
that Mayor Mike Spano has won 
this tussle of dominance to permit 
the Inspector General to conclude 
her findings unfettered by political 
influence. Bravo Mr Mayor. We 
anxiously await her resolution to 
this debauched blunder of errors.

Mayor Mike Spano has 
been able to coalesce Democrats, 
Republicans, Conservative, 
Independents, and Working Family 
Parties under one umbrella, the 
Spano Party. Other “interests” are 
quietly joining the fray... opera-
tions like the Yonkers Chamber 
of Commerce to appease the still 
powerful influences of former 
Yonkers Mayor Angelo Martinelli. 
The tiff professed to exist with 
former Mayors John Spencer and 
Phil Amicone is another false-
hood. The non-aggression pact 
is in full force; Yonkersites are 
the losers. Yonkerites have been 
kicked to the curb by the lack of 
political mechanisms and options 
afforded The People. Described 
herein are the falsehoods of power 
that need not be part of the equa-
tion of governance. They are the old 
guard of dysfunction that profess 
loyalty while affording nothing 
but duplicity in order to serve their 
own goals rather than service to The 
People. These non-elected entities 
hold no sway with the voters. Had 
they held any prominence over that 
of the campaign effort of present 
Mayor Mike Spano, they would be 
Mayor of Yonkers. The People have 
spoken. An internal coup de d’état 
will not be tolerated. Should the 
effort continue, the entire nation 
will learn of it in due course to excise 
the corruption attempt to infect the 
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new administration’s effort.
Besides pay increases to 

commissioners in every department 
that was never necessary, the city 
has engaged in leasing an SUV with 
seating for 7 to accommodate a new 
commissioner. Despite a professed 
hiring freeze, “friends and family” 
have been hired; I repeat, even rela-
tives; in Mayor Mike Spano’s own 
words, “That would be illegal!” Even 
so, perhaps Mayor Mike Spano has 
forgotten. They must be let go, even 
if they have a different last name. 
That also goes for newlyweds to be. 
There is still time to make amends 
and take corrective action to dismiss 
those that should not have been 
hired. The old dynamic has proven 
itself a failure and must not continue.

The beginning days of October 
has Yonkers political elite engrossed 
in the battle that will culminate on 
Election Day, November 6, 2012. 
Another week thereafter will be 
consumed to lick exposed political 
wounds and get on with reality. A 
fortnight further and the comfort 
of Thanksgiving affords many a 
comforting moment; then... only 
another month to Christmas and 
New Year’s celebrations. It will then 
be mid January 2013. A full year 
squandered and not an accomplish-
ment worth celebrating. That was 
our initial thought. Now we hear 
City Hall, at Mayor Mike Spano’s 
behest has taken hold of his office 
and is soon to celebrate the successes 
of his directives.

The suggestion is that Mayor 
Mike Spano is doing everything 
he can to set things right. Does 
anyone know what those things he 
is alleged to have set “right” are? 
Unless his good office can define 
and list them, it is simply talk, and 
nothing but talk. Recognizing the 
many crises that have failed under 
the weight of the second floor’s 
inability to master the new political 
climate that demands transparency 
and effort to make corrections to 
past abuse remains the first step. We 
hear Mayor Mike Spano has recog-
nized and fully grasped the value of 
the refreshing political winds that 
now blow strongly and unceas-
ingly within every sinew of Yonkers 
politics. Success will be defined 
by Mayor Mike Spano directing 
Yonkers Corporation Counsel to do 

what is best for the City of Yonkers; 
he cannot cleave to any other 
interest but his personal family. 
That is the job. The belief in him is 
strong; the fear is that he may fail. 
Time is short. Hope for his success 
continues without waver.

For those who relish in the 
inconsequential, I give you that 
there is at least one if not two, daily, 
sometimes including the weekend, 
press releases advising of a ribbon 
cutting, a flag raising, a baby kissing 
event, and some other mayoral 
concern that misses the mark for 
that which is important. That is, 
job creation, bringing about the 
now stilled economic development 
projects to life; better yet, finding 
viable substitutes for those self 
aborted schemes that have done 
nothing but rob Yonkers its future. 
After 10 months on the job, Mayor 
Mike Spano has not collected all 
the 108 HUD loans in arrears, 
has not placed projects on track; 
has still not collected real estate 
payment arrears that continue to 
be delinquent. Continues the city’s 
contracts for the benefit of restau-
rants in arrears in their rents, has 
not collected delinquent water bills, 
among other issues that where initi-
ated by the former administration of 
then Mayor Phil Amicone. Mayor 
Mike Spano must NOT defend 
the skewed conduct of Mayor Phil 
Amicone’s Administration. He 
only needs to right the wrongs. 
That is his job. Mayor Mike Spano 
must not be shamed into silence 
or deflected from the challenges 
that rob Yonkers its rightful place 
among cities of respect and renown. 
Yonkers has a lofty and admi-
rable history of merit that must be 
nurtured and reviitalized once more. 
Yonkers exhibits all the elements 
for moving ahead. In time, those 
who will do right by Yonkersites can 
supplant the failed standards of the 

past, devoid of the influence of the 
old guard apparatchniks who have 
atrophied Yonkers prospects while 
embellishing their own. The hack-
neyed and feeble power brokers of 
the past are desperately attempting 
to hang on to their dwindling 
influence. They are what they have 
revealed themselves to be; has beens. 
Their past deeds are being uncov-
ered every day. They will be told.

Not one effort to discuss the 
financial crisis. The rush is only 
to put “friends and family” into 
their employ before Comptroller 
DiNapoli reveals to everyone’s 
horror that Yonkers financial state 
of affairs is in the gutter. The conjec-
ture for a Super Control Board 
consumes the City of Yonkers to 
the slap of imagined “high fives” 
by Mssrs. Brodsky and Ravitch, 
and the feigned guffaw of Mayor 
Mike Spano, among others. It is 
shocking; it will be telling when the 
comprehension of this “play” will 
be a revelation of that which was 
always known and to which Yonkers 
demise will be eased into becoming 
a ward of New York State.

This telling is a template of the 
attempted coup d’état that consumes 
City Hall’s attention. The potential 
self-destructive conduct allowed to 
insinuate itself into Yonkers sinew 
can be jettisoned by a directive from 
Mayor Mike Spano, but only if it 
is publicly expressed. Mayor Mike 
Spano can no longer allow himself 
to be dismissed by any among his 
staff who believe they know better; 
they simply don’t. They have been 
afforded almost one year in which 
nothing has been celebrated. They 
cannot and must not be permitted 
to cackle over their failures like 
witches stirring a rancid brew or 
share a local brew over their hidden 
so-called successes unless they can 
do so proudly by inviting The People 
to the party.

Yonkers City Hall must 
remember that their success is the 
success Yonkersites want for them; 
Mayor Mike Spano’s success must 
be and will be the success for all 
Yonkersites.

For all that is said, corrections 
can be made, must be made, to serve 
the public that elected Mayor Mike 
Spano and none other. That is the 
vision that will sustain this mayor 
in office and build the legacy he has 
chosen by his very name to create.

It’s time to delegate someone 
as a stand-in for all the ribbon-
cutting events that the mayor now 
attends so that he may be relieved 
to contend with the issues for the 
Mayor of the City of Yonkers which 
are his most important concerns.

The road toward transparency 
awaits Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano 
his journey of success. Only he can 
take corrective action. Time will 
reveal his choice. He stands to earn 
accolades beyond his days.

GOVERNMENTSection

 Notice of Formation

Hunt Woods Manor Design LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY 7/2/2012. 
Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o The LLC, 171 
Central Parkway, Mount Vernon, NY 
10552. Purpose: all lawful activities. 

New York State Department of State 
Division of Corporations, State Re-
cords and Uniform Commercial Code 
Albany, NY
Articles of Organization of The Well-
ness Well Limited Liability Company
Under Section 203 of the liability com-
pany is: The Wellness Well Limited Li-
ability Company.
The county, within this state, in which 
the office of the limited liability com-
pany is to be located is: Westchester
The Secretary of State is designated 
as agent of the limited liability com-
pany upon whom process against it 
may be served. The address within 
or without this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of any process against the limited li-
ability company served upon him is: 
The Wellness Well, 160 Underhill Av-
enue, West Harrison, NY 10604, USA, 
Organizer, Wanakee Hill

L E G A L 
N O T I C E S

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 

Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.

HELP 
WANTED

CITY OF 
STAMFORD, CT

 
CONSTRUCTION 

BUILDING 
INSPECTOR
Salary Range:  

$57,580 - $77,725

WATER POLLUTION 
CONTROL AUTHORITY 

BUREAU CHIEF
Salary Range: 

 $104,923 - $134,748

ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR OF 

NURSING SERVICES
(Smith House Skilled 

Nursing Facility)
Annual Salary Range:  

$77,649 - $99,762

LABORATORY 
DIRECTOR

Annual Salary Range:  
$87,546 - $112,290

 
Applications can be 

obtained at 
www.cityofstamford.

org 
or 

City of Stamford, 
Human Resources 

Dept., 
888 Washington Blvd., 
Stamford, CT 06904.  

A resume and/or other 
correspondence will 
not be considered as 

equivalent to an 
application.  For

 additional information 
call the 

Human Resources
 Department 

(203) 977-4070.
Equal Opportunity

 Employer
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*Value of onboard credit is per stateroom, double occupancy. All advertised fares and offers are per person based on double occupancy, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration
date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes of up to $19.50 per guest per day are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1
fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which
may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from BOS, EWR, JFK, PHL and select other Air Gateways. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion include airline fees, surcharges
and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply.
Complete Terms and Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. Pisa Brothers Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors or omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers Travel.

POINTS  OF  D IST INCTION • Elegant mid-size ships featuring large-ship amenities • Free and unlimited soft drinks and bottled water througout the ship
Country club-casual ambiance; tuxedos & gowns are never required • Finest cuisine at sea, served in up to six open-seating restaurants; all at no additional charge

Gourmet culinary program created by world-renowned Master Chef Jacques Pépin • Canyon Ranch SpaClub® • Best value in luxury cruising

Viking Passage
16 nights, May 26 - Jun 11, 2013
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1300495

Enchanted Passage
14 nights, Nov 18 - Dec 2, 2013
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1300380

Your World. Your Way. Oceania Cruises is the world’s only upper-premium cruise line and offers an unrivaled
combination of the finest cuisine, elegant accommodations, personalized service and extraordinary value. And aboard
the brand new Riviera, and her sisiter Marina, you’ll experience the most elegant ships to debut in the past 50 years.

Splendid Journey
14 nights, Apr 7 - 21, 2013
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1300391

Save up to $3,500 off
2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

G - Inside B4 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Stateroom Suite

1st guest  Was $7,224 1st guest  Was $9,824 1st guest  Was $12,424
Now $4,224 Now $6,824 Now $9,424
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

$3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $3,500 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

B2 - Veranda A4 - Veranda A2 - Veranda
Stateroom Stateroom Stateroom

1st guest  Was $14,622 1st guest  Was $15,022 1st guest  Was $15,422
Now $11,622 Now $12,022 Now $12,422
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

B3 - Veranda A4 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Stateroom Suite

1st guest  Was $10,698 1st guest  Was $11,298 1st guest  Was $13,098
Now $7,198 Now $7,798 Now $9,598
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $100 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $100 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $100 onboard

credit*


