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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed 
in, Westchester county. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable infor-
mation without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PeOPLe’s rIGhT TO 
KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the pursuit may 

lead, in the finest tradition of FreedOM OF The Press.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester county. as a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily journals, 
we will instead seek to provide the broader, more comprehensive, 

chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with 
analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We 
will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which 
cannot be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not 
necessarily better. and, furthermore, we will acknowledge that 
we cannot be all things to all readers. We must carefully balance 
the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and 

commentary, with features and columns useful in daily living and 
employment in, and around, the county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

 RADIO

Westchester Guardian Radio Network 
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – The Guardian Radio Network, WGrN, operated 

under the auspices of hezitorial absurdity, Inc. president hezi aris, continues to 
build its programing day on the Blog TalkRadio platform. In addition to Westchester 
On the Level with richard Narog and hezi aris, are And Nothing But the Truth - 
Coast to Coast with Frank Vernuccio, Jr., and Larry L. allison, and The Conservative 
Torch with carmine Torchetti, Jr. herein is the schedule for the week of  November 21 – 25, 2011.

some of richard Narog and hezi aris’ guests this coming week are: susanna Linse of the newly 
opened sur la Table store at ridge hill and david Tremsky, the Yonkers store Manager of OrVIs 
Yonkers, also located in ridge hill. Bob Flower, former candidate for Mayor of Yonkers, among many 
others. 

Many of our listeners will likely anticipate a turkey this Thursday for the Thanksgiving celebration. 
We cannot guarantee to deliver a turkey on Thursday, we don’t always accomplish delivering a turkey that 
day, but if you listen often enough, you will know when we have cooked ourselves into a corner. One never 
knows when. Tune in and be the first to know!

Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlinks:
Westchester on the Level -http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel;
And Nothing But the Truth – Coast to Coast –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthe-

level/and-nothing-but-the-truth--coast-to-coast; and
The Conservative Torch –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel/

the-conservative-torch.
each show may be heard live or on demand. choose from an MP3 download option, or peruse 

our audio archives. The hyperlink to each respective interview becomes active within a half-hour of the 
ending of an interview so as to allow for on demand listening.

recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling 
us toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. all we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question and / 
or your statement.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New rochelle, New York 10801

sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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communitysection

MOuNT KIscO, NY -- June hersh, 
author of Recipes Remembered: A Celebration 
of Survival, spoke to a gathering of 75 at 
uJa-Federation of New York’s Northern 
Westchester Women’s Philanthropy. hersh’s 
cookbook is a compilation of memories, stories 
about food, and the celebration of survival 
stories and recipes provided by holocaust 
survivors.

The Wednesday, November 9th event, 
which was held in a private home in Mount 
Kisco, took place on the 73rd anniversary of 
Kristallnacht. Kristallnacht is named for the 
shards of glass that lined the streets following 
an infamous Nazi pogram in Germany that 
many view as the beginning of the holocaust.

“The devastation of that time will remain 
with us forever. Together, we are a testa-
ment to the future of the Jewish community, 
to continuity, and to future generations,” 

said Pleasantville resident randi Kreisler, 
who served as chair of the event along with 
Michele Budoff of Golden’s Bridge, Joanne 
suna of Briarcliff Manor, and debbie Yoken 
of chappaqua.

“But it’s also a reminder that we have a 
responsibility to the survivors who remain. 
There are more than 500,000 holocaust 
survivors worldwide with New York serving 
as home to 38,000 of them. uJa-Federation’s 
goal — our goal — is to fulfill the promise 
world Jewry made after the war: never forget 
or abandon those who survived the Nazis’ 
attempt to obliterate european Jewry.”

For more than 90 years, UJA-Federation of New 
York has been a central force for communal plan-
ning and philanthropy in the New York Jewish 
community. For more information, visit www.
ujafedny.org.

Cookbook Author June Hersh Speaks of Recipes and Stories from Holocaust Survivors

Michele Budoff of Golden’s Bridge, Randi Kreisler of Pleasantville, Recipes Remembered author 
June Hersh, Joanne Suna of Briarcliff Manor, and Debbie Yoken of Chappaqua. Photo courtesy of 

UJA-Federation of New York

 BOOKS

Bob had convinced 
them to drive out to a small 
Westchester restaurant, 
despite their protests that 
they could meet as usual in 

a city diner.
he now rises from the long table in the 

private dining room, holding in front of his 
chest a blow-up of a three-month-old article 
from the sunday Family section of a daily 
newspaper. Their group had memorized most 
of the article’s opening: “The retired Person’s 
dating Film, made by eight retired friends, is 
on one level an educational, self-help movie 
to guide people, from fifty to eighty, on how 
to get involved in new relationships. On 
another level, the film contains a national call 
to seniors to recognize the attributes they have 
for honesty and achieving goals quickly, and 
to consider becoming a force to run for public 
office. a copy of the film is available on the 
group’s web site or at your local video store. 
This one-hour film just could make a small 
difference in our nation.”

“do we belong in this restaurant?” Bob 
asks. Bob, the director of the film, is half-bald, 
with long gray hair combed straight back from 
the middle of his head. “as you know, it has 
a reputation for being the place where many 
politicians, entrepreneurs, actors and writers 
first came when starting out, and supposedly 

their meetings here helped jump-start their 
careers.”

Bob’s smile travels around the table. 
“We’re not looking, at our ages, to kick-off 
careers but to take on the challenges of one last 
big opportunity. so where do we start?”

steven raises his hand—
“Yes, speak, Mr. social Work defender, 

who always believes we can uncover the truth,” 
urges Bob.

steven nods, rubs at his face. “We’re 
meeting because when Nancy and I spoke a 
couple of weeks ago at a community gath-
ering only twelve people came. compare 
that to three months ago, when we had a lot 
of media coverage with the film’s release, and 
Kenny spoke to a thousand and most of you to 
hundreds. and after our talk, as we’ve also told 
you, two women, retired university professors, 
came up to us to say our film didn’t recognize 
that women would be the more likely leaders, 
since not only do they outnumber men but 
also know better how to form relations. The 
question for Nancy and me, and I think all 
of us, is not specifically what we do about the 
media fall-off and the women’s charge if it 
spreads. But do we truthfully have the energy 
to start fighting with editors and reporters and 
women’s groups? I’m being honest—I don’t 
know. I feel tired.”

“Let’s get an answer,” Bob says. “I thought 

it’d be O.K. to speak beforehand to some of 
you to kind of help direct this lunch. Joan, 
would you stand.”

Joan, Bob’s wife, smiles but doesn’t stand. 
“My son, Bob’s stepson, worships Bob and 
now thankfully has a paying job at an adver-
tising agency doing commercials. But Bob 
doesn’t want my son to stop dreaming of 
making his own full-length movie or docu-
mentary some day, and keeps telling him that 
our little movie has been the most satisfying 
project he’s ever worked on—even though he 
hasn’t gotten paid to do it. Bob and I really 
want the film to get widely recognized and be 
a lesson or maybe a legacy for our son.”

“Myron, now your turn: whatever 
happened to your social security idea?” Bob 
asks, looking away from Joan, as she wipes at 
one eye.

“You know, my idea is that the retired who 
want can let the government keep a portion 
of their monthly check, which would grow 
with interest, and then return these funds to 
their adult children when they retire and at a 
time when social security will likely have less 
money. It also would help our government 
now when it needs to cut current expenses. 
Mimi and I have two children and two grand-
children and we’re always thinking of them. 
My idea hasn’t received support, but we’re 
hoping it will if our film gets attention, since 

the plan is mentioned in it.”
“O.K., that was from a former actuary, and 

now you, Mr. Kenneth, perhaps our future 
professional actor since because of the film you 
have an agent and an audition soon—“

The others clap and smile.
“But tell them what you told me,” Bob 

continues.
a smile was revealed on Kenny’s large face 

with its thick, always-in-place gray hair. “I’ll 
let you know in about three weeks about the 
audition, a supporting role in a new TV series. 
If I get the part it’d be nice. But I’ve told Bob 
about the high school where I taught history 
for so many years and where I was the volun-
teer drama coach. They’re converting a small 
room into a library for drama. It’ll be named 
after me. It’d be great—and I’m imaging it 
already—if The retired Person’s dating Film 
eventually makes a small difference in society. 
and students are continually taking it out of 
my library. Long after my wife and I are gone.”

“Myron, wrap it up for me,” says Bob. 
“You’re in charge of studies for our film. What 
do the retired want most?”

“health and happiness for their families.”
“second?”
“health for themselves and enough 

money to live on.”
”and then?”
“having a meaningful challenge that 

helps them feel needed.”
“anyone want to combine the first and 

last?”
“Our film project proves to ourselves 

Continued on page 5

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 27 – A Rallying Cry
By ALLAN LUKS
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

 BOOKS

Continued from page 4
that society needs us and affects the health 
and happiness of our children,” answers Joan, 
Bob’s wife. she smiles, “Yes, I did rehearse this 
answer with Bob. But we believe it.”

“so the retired need a rallying cry to keep 
on pushing if they get a project like ours,” 
says Bob, “to forget how much less energy 
we’re supposed to have. a mantra you keep 
repeating like: ‘It’s For Your Forever. ‘don’t 
stop.’ so steven, and you and Nancy are 
parents, are you too tired to move ahead?”

steven shakes his head and says, “no, as 

Bob, the director, watches his retired friends 
sitting in the restaurant where young leaders 
launched big ideas.

Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. He 
is the former head of Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
New York and is currently a visiting professor 
at Fordham University, where he teaches several 
courses in nonprofit leadership. You can learn more 
about Allan Luks at http://allanluks.com. You 
can also write to him - mailto:allan@allanluks.
com.

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—A Rallying Cry

I awakened the next 
morning to what was the start 
of my new life, one where each 

day began with the revelation, sometimes 
delayed, that I was in existential peril. That 
Monday morning was the first sunrise of 
thousands to come, where my mood, sense of 
self and peace of mind would be determined 
by what I had experienced in the previous few 
days and what, therefore, I dreaded facing in 
the hours and days to come. as the symp-
toms worsened, so too did the dread, driven 
by the immediate past, into an ever worsening, 
spiraling nightmare.

at this early stage of my descent into the 
depths, I would sometimes awaken to find 
myself feeling quite normal, even comfortable, 
until I remembered what had happened the 
day before and what was going on in my life. 
I had not yet reached the point when every 
moment, even my dreams, would be filled 
with horror and agitation.

The good feeling quickly turned to nause-
ating fear as I remembered where I was and 
what was going on. It was almost as if I had 
wiped my mind clear of what had gone on 
during the past two days; I would be fine. 
soon the pattern of anxiety, sadness, uncon-
trollable thoughts and their attendant mood 
swings, began to take over. I struggled as hard 
as I could to focus on why I was in Flint and 
what I had to do to hold onto my job.

I was a training instructor with the late 
great brokerage firm Merrill Lynch. We were 
one of the first companies in the world to intro-
duce computer screens to the desk of every 
broker as part of our new cash Management 
account product. We were the absolute first 
to introduce what the world knows today as 

a debit card by linking a “credit card” to the 
equity in a margin account. It was an exciting 
time. It is still interesting to me how we came 
to grips with the first dumb IBM terminals 
that we in Training were in charge of figuring 
out, then educating the sales staff on its use.

With wonder, my boss and a couple of 
us training instructors opened the box that 
contained the first terminal to arrive at our 
headquarters. I imagine that we must have 
looked like the monkeys in the opening scene 
of 2001 a Space Odyssey as we touched it and 
tried to figure it out. My boss at the time had 
a particular gift for simplifying the arcane 
jargon that IBM’s geeks wrote in their user 
manuals, and it was from his genius that our 
training guides were born. Thus “depressing 
the command initiator key will send a signal 
to the program to initialize the data you have 
input to the cathode ray tube screen actuating 
the curser,” became a very elegant “press the 
send key.” Next to the instruction was a picture 
of the send key. Like I said, he was a genius.

That kind of simplicity was what was 
needed back in the day. We the teachers were 
armed with this and such other instructional 
gems as reminding them that the arrow up 
key moved the curser toward the ceiling a line 
at a time. It was my job to train about thirty 
brokers how to use their new toys. I was petri-
fied. What I also find interesting, in retrospect, 
is how my excitement over the new product 
and the seminal computer terminals, along 
with my teaching for the first time, became 
unmanageable. It was as if I could no longer 
control any range of emotion. I was, however, 
glad that I was capable of feeling anything 
positive.

Continued on page 6

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through 
the Darkness of Depression

Chapter Twelve – Out of My Head
By BOB MARRONE
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Continued from page 5
at this point my hands were shaking with 

the fear that I might not be able to concen-
trate long or well enough to teach these stock 
brokers how to use a machine they did not 
want. It took all of my will power and fear of 
losing my job to motivate me. The moods still 
went up and down, my mind still filled with 
horrible damning thoughts and new weird 
sensations in reaction to heat, light and even 
breeze that were creating still new levels of 
anxiety. somehow, I managed to get out of my 
head long enough to get the job done.

This getting out of my head, which was 
relatively easy that Monday, compared with 

what was to come in the weeks and months 
ahead, was to become a major theme and 
goal in my life. It was also the beginning of 
a process I came to call bifurcation. The 
word itself means to split in two. For those 
dealing with depression who want to live their 
day to day lives, the symptoms of constant 
psychic pain, obsessions and other assorted 
phenomena, require that they fake it every 
day. There is the face you present to the world 
and then there is how you really feel and 
truly think, as dysfunctional as that thinking 
becomes. When someone asks you how you 
are, you don’t answer “I want to kill myself 
because I left my mother at the bus stop when 

I was eight.” Instead, you say “I am fine, how 
are you?”

On the road where I was headed, you lose 
a lot of different things along the way. On that 
last night in Flint I actually got out of my head 
enough to enjoy an old movie starring Walter 
Matthau. What I did not know then is that 
it would be three years before I would enjoy 
another movie again. That relatively peaceful 
night was akin to the heart attack victim’s first 
night in the hospital. he is traumatized but 
functioning. What he does not know is that 
his condition will grow much worse as heart 
failure takes him to the brink of death over the 
next several weeks, months or years.

The drive back from Newark airport was 
one of the saddest days of my life, up until 
that time. It was sunny and crisp, a beautiful 
day. But the more I acknowledged the perfec-
tion of the day, the greater became my fear 
and sadness. The more I tried to enjoy that 
I was finally working as a professional, the 
more agitated I became. It was as if anything 
that might be good was hopelessly flawed 
and that I was its cause. I saw no way out of 
what was happening to me. It felt as if I was 
facing certain death. all I could think about, 
now, was could someone, or something… 
anything… help me.

Listen to Bob Marrone every weekday from 6:00-
8:30 am on the Good Morning Westchester with› 
Bob Marrone on WVOX-1460 AM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the Darkness of Depression
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HARTFOR, CT and NEW 
ROCHELLE, NY -- LaZ Parking, LLc 
announced they have been awarded the 
management of the New roc Parking Garage 
by the city of New rochelle and have assumed 
the operation and management of the parking 
facility on November 1, 2011. The New roc 
Garage is adjacent to the New roc city urban 
entertainment center and is a multi-level 
2,300 space, parking garage located in down-
town New rochelle. In operation 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, LaZ will be responsible 
for the day-to-day management, staffing and 
maintenance services for the garage.

LaZ officially introduced themselves to 

customers by having a customer appreciation 
day on November 1, 2011. LaZ staff 
provided parkers with complimentary news-
papers, gifts and refreshments including coffee 
and donuts.

“We’re very excited to have been selected 
by the city of New rochelle to operate the 
New roc Garage,” said eric siskind, regional 
Vice President, LaZ Parking. “We look 
forward to working together to bring exciting 
new programs and to maximize the value of 
this vital community facility.”

“The New roc Garage is an important 
asset for city residents, workers and visitors,” 
said New rochelle city Manager charles 

B. strome, III. “LaZ Parking NY/
NJ was selected for their forward 
thinking, with new ideas for opera-
tions and suggestions for efficiency and 
revenue enhancements. We look forward 
to having them operational.”

In 2011, the city issued over 550 parking 
permits for the New roc Garage to area resi-
dents and local employees; and in 2010, the 
garage was utilized by nearly three quarters of 
a million non-permit parkers.

New roc city is a 455,000 sq. ft. urban 
entertainment center. The center consists 
of a 20 screen multiplex cinema, a 140,000 
sq. ft. family entertainment center/arcade, 3 

restaurants, bowling alley, 
billiard center, 123-room 
Marriott hotel, The Lofts 

at New roc (a 98 unit apart-
ment building) and additional 

retail space.
Founded in hartford, cT, in 1981, LaZ 

Parking has grown from a single valet loca-
tion, to one of the parking industry’s most 
stable, trusted and innovative parking firms 
in the country with annual managed revenues 
exceeding $508 million, encompassing 1,349 
parking facilities, in 21 states and 235 cities 
and towns, and managing 503,391 spaces and 
providing jobs for 5,700 employees.

LAZ Parking Awarded Management Contract from City of New Rochelle for New Roc Parking Garage
Assumed Operations on November 1, 2011 with Customer Appreciation Day

 BUSINESS

 CALENDAR

Turkey day has 
arrived… at our house, 
thanks to Grandma Pat…
we have a tradition of 
everyone holding hands 

and telling each other what we are thankful 
for. When the kids were younger TV often 
topped the list, but now we have it down the 
usual warmer thoughts…when asked this 
year, I just might mention how thankful I am 
for all the folks who take the time to read this 
week’s “News and Notes…”

so you just finished the “big” meal, now 
put down the fork and step away from the 
table…pack a lunch of leftovers and go hiking 
at the Teatown Lake reservation in Yorktown 

on the croft Trail into the Back Forty. It’s 
a good way to stretch the legs and work off 
some of those extra Thanksgiving pounds, call 
914-762-2912 ext. 110 to make a reservation.

With most of our readers losing power 
last month, here is something that we should 
take advantage of…before the invention of 
electricity; candle making was a chore not an 
art. Learn a little about the history of candle 
making prior to trying your hand at making 
your own hand-dipped candles.

call the Westmoreland sanctuary in 
Mount Kisco for the december 3rd family 
event.

They shoot…they score… and you can 
too as the city of White Plains is teaming up 

with the New York rangers 
for the sixth annual Winter 
coat drive to benefit chil-
dren in the greater New York 
area. For more information 
please call 914-422-1348.

We saw snow plows in 
October, why not the Beach 
Boys in december, and you 
can “catch a Wave” and 
see them at the Paramount 
center for the arts in Peekskill 
on Friday december 12th.

One of the Jeffers’ family’s 
favorite TV shows is “Glee.” if 
you are a singer or performer, 
now is your chance to join the fun. The 
Mission Theatre ensemble in Brewster is 
getting into the act (pun intended). “sING! 
The showchoir” is a “Glee-like” group seeking 
males/females ages 14 and up, they are setting 

up auditions on Monday, November 28th from 
6 to 8pm, for details call 845-582-0172.

The Katonah-Bedford hills Volunteer 
ambulance corps is looking for some

Continued on page 7

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

Mark Jeffers and Brian Crowell hosts of “The Clubhouse” on 
WFAS-1230 AM along with Brad Worthington from the 

MetPGA broadcasting live from the grand opening of SPINS 
Bowling at Grand Prix New York in Mount Kisco.
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Mary Ann Esposito,

host of the popular PBS show 
Ciao Italia, welcomes you 
into her family and shares 

more than two hundred 
of her most treasured and 

time-honored recipes in this 
gorgeous and beautifully 

designed cookbook.

• 200 RECIPES 
• FULL-COLOR THROUGHOUT

For more information and to preorder your copy today visit CiaoItalia.com

ciaoItalia_ad.indd   1 9/29/11   10:11 AM

 CALENDAR

Continued from page 6
new members, if interested please call 
914- 232-5872.

congratulations to Nick Kristensen from 
Bedford as he has been awarded the eagle scout 
rank, the highest rank in the Boy scout program.

chappaqua’s dr. alex Lerman whose 
nephew is stationed in afghanistan is 
collecting dVds to send to our troops 
stationed there. We can help by dropping off 
dVds in the doctor’ waiting room at 250 
North Bedford road, what a great way to give 

back to our troops!
The Bedford recreation and Parks 

department is presenting cookie decorating at the 
Bedford hills community house on december 
2nd, once decorated, I will be glad to be a taste tester 
for these wonderfully designed cookies…

The Bedford hills elementary school 
has planned their annual holiday Fair for 
saturday, december 3rd from 11 am to 3 pm. 
Get into the spirit of the season with crafts for 
the kids, vendors to get a jump on the shop-
ping and delicious food for all.

North White Plains Fire company No. 1 
is once again hosting their annual christmas 
tree fundraising sale at the firehouse at 621 
North Broadway.

Turning to sports:
In the girl’s high school class a regional 

soccer finals, somers in sudden-death over-
time defeated cornwall 2-1. On the field 
hockey turf, in class B action it was Lakeland 
beating rondout Valley 5-0.

We want to wish Brandon and chad 
owners of Westchester Mixed Martial arts 
and Fitness good luck with their recent move 
to a new facility at 333 North Bedford road 

in Mount Kisco.
We have so much to be thankful for 

here in northern Westchester, good schools, 
communities that care and the wonderful 
gift of loving friends and relatives. From my 
family to yours we wish you a very happy 
Thanksgiving…see you next week.

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment 
LLC. As president he has seen rapid growth of the 
company with the signing of numerous clients. He 
currently resides in Bedford Hills with his wife 
Sarah and three girls, Kate, Amanda and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

GreeNBurGh, NY -- Pastiche 49, a 
multimedia exhibit of 49 pieces by hudson 
river artist cathi Locati of Tarrytown, will 
be on display in the 2nd Floor Gallery at 
Greenburgh Town hall from November 
5th, 2011 until January 5th, 2012. a meet-
the-artist reception will be held at the gallery 
on sunday, december 11, 2011, from 2-4 
pm. There is no charge for admission, and 
the public is invited.

Ms. Locati’s career spans more than 
twenty years and her works have been widely 
exhibited. This year, she was one of very few 
americans whose paintings were included in 
the european market’s exclusive Art Monaco 
2011. With a strong background in real-
istic portraiture and character studies, she 
has recently branched out into new areas. 
Pastiche 49 introduces her StreetPicker Pears 
and Florals series. In the StreetPicker series, 
she painted on recycled, long-stem rose 
boxes discarded by a scarsdale flower shop 
in a sidewalk garbage pile. “By doing this, I 
created lightweight, affordable, 3d artwork 
as my newest form of expression,” says Ms. 
Locati.

another of her series, Comfortable in My 

Skin: A Sign of Our Times, is an interlocking, 
puzzle-like study in racial coexistence. In 
the paintings, she creates original charac-
ters, with different skin colors, who mingle 
and intertwine in a sensual display of rapture 
and connectedness. The series exemplifies 
Locati’s belief that “regardless of gender, race, 
or ethnicity, all people need each other to 
survive and every human being is connected 
to the other.”

as a creator of landscapes and murals 
-- including one 75 feet long in the rivers’ 
edge casino in Montana, and an 18 foot 
long image of the hudson river, Tappan 
Zee Bridge and Palisades skyline in the lobby 

of the hudson harbor 
development stone 
house in Tarrytown, NY 
-- she is often commis-
sioned to create paintings 
which enhance public 
and private spaces. On a 
smaller scale, she creates 
custom-made fine art 
for non-profit and retail 
organizations, schools 
and businesses. The 
cover of the 2011/2012 
chamber of commerce 
Business directory for 
sleepy hollow and 

Tarrytown features her specially commis-
sioned montage of the two villages. Visitors 
to the exhibit at Greenburgh Town hall 
can purchase The Cemetery Souvenir Bundle 

which includes sketches of sleepy hollow 
cemetery and the Tappan Zee Bridge. 

examples of Ms. Locati’s work 
can be seen at www.cathilocati.
com.

Greenburgh Town hall is 
located at 177 hillside avenue, 
White Plains, NY 10607. 
It is accessible and has free 
parking. The building is open 
to the public from 9am - 5 pm, 
Mondays – Fridays.

For more information, contact 
Sarah Bracey White, www.
bracey0114@aol.com, or 

914-682-1574.

Pastiche 49
By SARAH BRACEY WHITE
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having written columns 
on senior issues for many years, 
I was caught by surprise by 
both of the number and inten-
sity of interest on the new state 

regulations allowing Medicaid to recover more 
from your estate. I received an unprecedented 
number of calls, requests to speak to groups, and 
readers wanting to consult with me in person.  
Now, it is true that the new regulations put 

an unfair burden on seniors and their families. 
even those who have diligently planned for 
protection of their assets in the event they need 
long-term care must now revisit those plans. 
however, there seems to be something more 
going on here.

Amazed by protest
a hint of what this might be hit me when 

I visited my two daughters, who have now 
moved out of the area and work in Manhattan. 
We decided that we would go downtown and 
see for ourselves what was going on at the 
Occupy Wall street protest. What we saw 
amazed me. In one square city block, I saw 
people from all backgrounds and all ages, young 
and old alike, talking economics, benefits, taxes 
and more. They had their own newspaper, 
kitchen and medical service, and they took care 
of each other while getting their message out. 
everyone was welcome, regardless of position 
or politics.  What tied this group together? all 
you had to do was read the signs that so many 
were holding. here’s a sample: “angry Pacifist,” 
“We are the 99%!”, “stop endless funding of 
endless wars” and “I’ll believe that corporations 
are people when they execute one in Texas.” In 

short, what ties these people together is that 
they have had enough. They have had enough 
of ceOs with salaries through the roof who 
pay less taxes than their secretaries. They have 
had enough of budget cuts aimed at seniors 
and the middle class. They have had enough of 
banks getting billion-dollar bailouts and then 
refusing to make loans to small businesses.

Seniors fed up, too
It is this same pervasive mood that has 

seniors declaring that they have had enough of 
the government trying to balance the budget on 
their backs by promulgating regulations such as 
the expanded estate recovery for Medicaid. This 
is specifically aimed at seniors who find they 
need Medicaid to cover nursing home expenses 
or long-term care at home. as it is, Medicaid is 
the only program where the government looks 
to you or your family to pay back benefits you 
were legally entitled to receive.

Seniors feel victimized
Who bears the brunt of this? seniors do. 

To pretend this is not a tax is insulting. When 
seniors now hear the governor say that, on top 
of this, he wants to end the tax for millionaires, 

they have had enough. Now, the state can get its 
hands on your joint accounts, your home where 
you have had life rights, and trusts and other 
assets that used to be secure and could be inher-
ited by your family. It’s no wonder that seniors 
feel victimized.

Demand repeal of law
You don’t need to go down to Manhattan 

and sleep in the park with the rest of Occupy 
Wall street to express your displeasure. This is 
an issue where you can join the protest and stay 
here in the hudson Valley. On an individual 
level, it is, of course, important that you ensure 
that your elder law plan is up to date in view of 
the new law. But on a more widespread level, 
the key to defeating this unjust law lies right in 
your legislative district. contact your state legis-
lators and demand that they vote to repeal the 
expanded Medicaid estate recovery law. Our 
state legislators have the power to do this and 
we, as their constituents, have the power to vote 
them out of office if they do not. If we can turn 
this around, my favorite sign from the protest 
will ring true for us: “The beginning is near.”

 Sanford R. Altman is an attorney practicing elder 
law, estate administration and estate planning with 
Jacobowitz and Gubits in Walden. He is a member 
of the AARP Legal Services Network and chairman 
of the Town of Montgomery Seniors Independence 
Project. He can be reached at 845 778-2121 or sra@
jacobowitz.com. This column is intended to give 
general legal information, not legal advice.

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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despite the unexpected snowstorm, 
attendance exceeded expectation. Those 
honored for their service to the community 
were Martin rogowsky, now retired from his 
elected position as county Legislator; clover 
deGallerie, who has done much community 
service in the southern part of Port chester; 
James Taylor (featured speaker) for his work 
as president of the Board of education; and 
Goldie solomon for her community work. 
The county bestowed proclamations upon 
the honorees as did assemblyman George 
Latimer, including one to Mr. rogowsky.

Photos by and courtesy of Gregory Adams.
(L-R): Assemblyman Latimer, James Taylor, Goldie Solomon, Clover DeGallerie and 

Martin Rogowsky

Hattie Adams (L), Treasurer for the Port Chester-Rye NAACP, 
with honoree, Clover DeGallerie (R), at the Freedom Fund 

Luncheon held at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, October 29, 2011.

Port Chester-Rye NAACP Freedom Fund Luncheon
 CALENDAR

 ELDER LAW

Better With Age: Response to New Medicaid Recovery Law Eye-opening
By SANFORD R. ALTMAN

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
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 FINANCE

KINGsTON, NY 
-- The Trends Journal has 
uncovered critical informa-
tion that – in light of the MF 
Global bankruptcy – casts 
doubt on the fitness of cMe 

Group to serve as a trustworthy derivatives and 
commodities exchange, and on the credibility 
of its executive chairman, Terence duffy. 
(click here for “smoking gun” video)

Not only has the scandalous MF Global 
bankruptcy (the eighth-largest in us history) 

wreaked financial havoc on thousands of indi-
viduals, it has single-handedly destroyed faith 
in the commodity markets. cMe’s reputation 
as the financial rock of Gibraltar, upon which 
the commodity markets are anchored, has now 
been undermined. By its recent actions, cMe’s 
claim of being committed to guaranteeing the 
transactions undertaken by its members has 
been called into question.

as recently as 2010, Terrence duffy 
boasted, “No customer has ever lost a penny as a 
result of a clearing member default.” Moreover, 

in the same press conference, duffy stated 
unequivocally, “Since we are the guarantor of 
every transaction that happens in our markets, 
we have to guarantee the performance of each and 
every one of these contracts … To do this, we hold 
more than $100 billion of collateral to support the 
transactions that are being done on our markets.”

The evidence is irrefutable:
•  Mr. duffy affirms that the cMe Group 
is “guarantor.”

•  cMe has a $100 billion reserve to make 
good any possible default by a member.

The MF Global meltdown, big as it is, is 
not “just another” major bankruptcy – another 
Lehman Brothers. It provides irrefutable proof 
of the tactics employed by top financial players 
in a prelude to the unraveling of the world’s 
financial system.

The Trends Journal has come up with a key, 
perhaps The key. It is up to the Fourth estate 
to publicize and expose cMe Group, Terence 
duffy, and MF’s former ceO, John corzine, 
for what they are: not so much canaries, but the 
vultures in the mineshaft.

Gerald Celente is the Trends Journal publisher; 
Contact: Zeke West, Media Relations, zwest@
trendsresearch.com, at 845 331.3500, ext. 1, for 
further information.

Though CME Group Guarantees, There are No Guarantees
By GERALD CELENTE

 HISTORY

all cities eventually 
acquire nicknames. chicago 
has been called “The Windy 
city,” but not because of 
persistent breeziness. The 

explanation is even more prosaic: Its citizens 
were regarded as overly talkative.

New Orleans has been dubbed ”The Big 
easy,” thanks to its relaxed lifestyle and its 
willingness to look the other way at the shenan-
igans of citizens and visitors..

san Francisco is “Baghdad by the Bay’ in 
recognition of its cosmopolitan population.

Less easy to fathom or trace is the origin 
of “The Big apple” as a nickname for New 
York. The first appearance in print of this 
curious term apparently was in 1909 by 
edward s. Martin, a prolific poet and writer. 
In the introduction to The Wayfarer in New 
York, his modest little anthology of other 
writers’ impressions of the city, Martin wrote:

“Kansas is apt to see in New York a greedy 
city. . . . New York is merely one of the fruits of that 
great tree whose roots go down in the Mississippi 
Valley and whose branches spread from one ocean 
to the other. . . . It [Kansas] inclines to think that 

the big apple [New York] gets a disproportionate 
share of the national sap.”

Martin, founder in 1883 of the satirical 
magazine Life and its first editor, was no stuffy 
literary bluenose. casting a disapproving eye 
on the prohibition of alcohol after the First 
World War, he remarked nostalgically about 
spiritus frumenti: “Wisely used, it makes dinner 
parties livelier, public dinners more tolerable, 
wedding guests more blithe and life in general 
pleasanter.”

Whether Martin’s bookish and meta-
phorical use of ‘big apple’ reflected its usage in 
vernacular speech is unknown. Word maven 
and columnist William safire considered it 
the initial use of the term, but the Random 
House Dictionary of American Slang calls the 
usage “metaphorical or perhaps proverbial, 
rather than a concrete example of the later 
slang term.”

Horse Racing Connections
The next appearance of the term “Big 

apple” was in 1921 in the pages of the New 
York Morning Telegraph, then the preeminent 
New York newspaper reporting on sports and 
entertainment. In a casual reference in the 
May 3, 1921, issue, turf reporter John J. Fitz 
Gerald, employing the parlance of followers of 
the “sport of kings,” wrote:

“J.P. Smith, with Tippety Witchet and others 
of the L.T. Bauer string, is scheduled to start for 
‘the big apple’ tomorrow after a most prosperous 
Spring campaign at Bowie and Havre de Grace.”

The phrase obviously had wide enough 
currency among racing fans to be understood 
by his readers.

Born in saratoga springs, N.Y., March 
7, 1893, John J. Fitz Gerald never finished 
high school and joined the Morning Telegraph 
in 1912. he left in 1918 to buy horses, but 
was drafted shortly afterwards. Fitz Gerald 
rejoined the newspaper’s staff in 1919 
following his discharge.

In his Morning Telegraph column dated 
Feb. 18, 1924, headed “around the Big 

apple,” Fitz Gerald told this story:

“The Big Apple. The dream of every lad that 
ever threw a leg over a thoroughbred and the goal 
of all horsemen. There’s only one Big Apple. That’s 
New York.

“Two dusky stable hands were leading a 
pair of thoroughbreds around the ‘cooling rings’ 
of adjoining stables at the Fair Grounds in New 
Orleans and engaging in desultory conversation.

“‘Where y’all goin’ from here?’ queried one.

Continued on page 10

John J. Fitz Gerald with a thoroughbred in 1931.

How New York Became ‘The Big Apple’
By ROBERT SCOTT

The heading of John J. Fitz Gerald’s column of 
New York racing news items.
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 HISTORY

Continued from page 9
“‘From here we’re headed for the Big Apple,’ 

proudly replied the other.
“’Well, you’d better fatten up them skinners or 

all you’ll get from the apple is the core,’ was the quick 
rejoinder.”

Fitz Gerald’s reference to the “dusky” stable 
hands raises the possibility that the term has its 
roots in african-american culture. support 
for this is found in the Chicago Defender, a 
nationally circulated african-american news-
paper. “ragtime” Billy Tucker, a vaudeville/
ragtime performer and writer for the paper, 
used “big apple” to refer to New York in a non-
horse-racing context on september 16, 1922:

“I trust your trip to ‘the big apple’ (New York) 
was a huge success and only wish that I had been 
able to make it with you.”

Tucker had earlier used “big apple” in a 
Defender story dated May 15, 1920, but refer-
ring to a different city, Los angeles. That 
example may be the earliest known use of “big 
apple” to refer to any city. It is possible that 
Tucker simply understood “big apple” to be an 
appropriate nickname for any large city:

John J. Fitz Gerald became the turf editor 
of the Morning Telegraph in 1925, at 32 the 
youngest in that job. The following year, he felt 

obliged to explain the 
origin of the Big apple 
term again, with a few 
slight variations. In the 

Morning Telegraph, dec. 1, 1926, he told essen-
tially the same story:

“So many people have asked the writer about 
the derivation of his phrase ‘the big apple’ that he is 
forced to make another explanation. A number of 
years back, when racing a few horses at the Fair 
Grounds with Jake Byer, he was watching a couple 
of stable hands cool out a pair of ‘hots’ in a circle 
outside the stable.

“A boy from the adjoining barn called over, 
‘Where you shipping after the meeting?’ To this one 
of the lads replied. ‘Why, we ain’t no bull-ring stable, 
we’s goin’ to ‘the big apple.’

“The reply was bright and snappy. ‘Boy, I 
don’t know what you’re goin’ to that apple with 
those hides for. all you’ll get is the rind.’”

By 1927, Walter Winchell, a notorious 
borrower of words and phrases for his gossip 
column, picked up and unabashedly used the 
expression. a year later New York American 
columnist O.O. McIntyre used it in his column, 
“New York day by day.”

In 1935, the Big apple night club opened 
in harlem at West 135th street and seventh 
avenue. a plaque on the building marks the 
spot. The expression was then common among 

Negro musicians. By 1937 a song and a dance 
style called the Big apple were briefly popular.

In 1940, Fit Gerald quit the Morning 
Telegraph to do public relations for various race-
tracks, including the Garden state racetrack 
and the atlantic city race course in New 
Jersey as well as the Tropical Park race Track 
in Miami, Florida. he was the editor of the 
Daily Sports Bulletin in his later years.

Death and Belated Recognition
shortly after his 70th birthday, John Joseph 

Fitz Gerald died on March 17, 1963, in the 
seedy midtown hotel Bryant at 54th street 
and Broadway. Ironically, his death happened 
during the crippling 114-day New York city 
newspaper strike. The Morning Telegraph, 

which was not hit by the strike, was the only 
paper to print his obituary.

In 1971, “The Big apple” was officially 
promoted as a nickname for New York city 
by charles Gillett, 55, president of the city’s 
convention and Visitors Bureau. It was a 
welcome replacement for Mayor John V. 
Lindsay’s ill-timed appellation (“I still think it’s 
a fun city.”) conferred at the start of the 1966 
New York city transit strike.

Not until rudolph Giuliani’s first term as 
mayor did John J. Fitz Gerald receive his well-
deserved recognition for his part in the coinage 
of the term Big apple. On May 3, 1997, the 
76th anniversary of the expression’s first use 
in print by Fitz Gerald, a sign was added to a 
lamppost at the southwest corner of 54th street 
and Broadway, near the ed sullivan Theater.

The event received little advance publicity, 
and it rained so heavily during the ceremony 
only one person witnessed the unveiling. he 
was a Fitz Gerald enthusiast named Barry 
Popik, a New York city parking violations 
judge. Popik had been the driving force in a 
long campaign to get the city to recognize 
Fitz Gerald as the first to record the use of this 
colorful idiom by a pair of black stable hands in 
New Orleans.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and 
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson.

Plaque outside former Big Apple night club at 
135 Street and Seventh Avenue in Harlem.

How New York Became ‘The Big Apple’

 LAW

The impact of excessive law 
suits on your family’s finances 
and New York’s economy is 
staggering, according to several 

recent studies.
The Nera consulting organization 

reports that New York has one of the highest 
rates of civil lawsuits in the nation, costing 
employers billions of dollars that would 
otherwise be available for hiring or retaining 
employees. It is estimated that this reduces the 
state employment rate by 2.27%. The united 
states chamber of commerce believes that 
New York could save $4.3 billion dollars, and 
have 201,000 more jobs if reforms were enacted.

researcher Lawrence 
Quillan maintains that 
nationwide, “New York is 
consistently at the bottom of 
the barrel in various measures 
of state tort performance. It 

has the second highest direct tort losses…the 
third worst tort system overall, and the third 
worst tort rules and reforms on the books.” 
New York city alone loses a half billion dollars 
annually in tort lawsuits.

The issue impacts health care, as well. 
Legal costs for small doctor’s offices and labs 
account for $28 billion in extra costs to patients 
nationwide. concern over long-shot law suits 
compels physicians to order relatively unnec-
essary medical tests, increasing the costs of 
insurance policies, and a great deal of anxiety 
and inconvenience to all.

While The empire state has an exception-
ally harsh economic impact from this problem, 

it isn’t alone. american litigation expenditures 
average four to nine times higher than other 
nations, accounting for 2.09% of america’s 
entire gross national product.

according to Nera, small businesses are 
being hit particularly hard, averaging approxi-
mately $20,000 per enterprise on tort suits. 
Nationally, uninsured businesses pay about 
$35.6 billion annually in out of pocket costs, 
resulting in higher prices to the consumers of 
their goods and services. 94% of small busi-
nesses report that frivolous law suits are a key 
concern. 46% of them have been threatened 
with lawsuits. during the past decade, 1/3 of all 
small businesses have had law suits filed against 
them.

Numerous attempts to address New York’s 
excessive legal battles have been thwarted, 
according to Quillan, by the powerful influ-
ence of the state’s trial lawyers. he writes: “The 
plaintiffs bar has used its numbers and wealth 

through long standing, well organized political 
campaigns to block lawsuit reform and to create 
new rights to sue in lawyer-influenced albany. 
an… alliance between personal injury lawyers 
and state legislators, grounded in delivering 
votes and campaign contributions, has success-
fully killed attempts to enact commonsense 
reform…in 2008, lawyers donated $4.92million 
to political activity. The NY state Trial Lawyers 
association was the fourth largest contributor 
statewide.”

With both the state and national economy 
mired in the worst recession since the 1930’s, 
the incentive for reform has never been higher.

Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr. can be reached at nycom-
munityaction@gmail.com. Visit the COMACTA 
website at comactainc.com. Vernuccio is the presi-
dent of the Community Action Civic Association, 
Inc.

An Excess of Justice?
By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.

http://www.empirecitygaming.com
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Movie Review: 
“London Boulevard” (+)

You will enjoy this film immensely. The script 
lends itself to enormous energy on the screen, and 
the acting, particularly the performance of colin 
Farrell, is phenomenal. he dominates every scene 
in which he appears.

The story begins in London with Mitchel 
(colin Farrell) being released from prison, having 
served time for assault. he applies for a job as 
a bodyguard to charlotte (Keira Knightley), a 
movie star living in a posh home and neighbor-
hood surrounded by paparazzi. In addition to a 
bodyguard, charlotte has a butler, Jordan (david 
Thewlis), whose languid, knowing air and style 
make him immensely likeable. Mitchel is visited 
by a detective who watches him closely on his 
new job, but he is not intimidated by the detec-
tive’s behavior, saying, “I’m not on parole, I’m a 
free man.”

an old friend of Mitchel’s, Billy (Ben 
chaplin), seeks to involve him with a loan shark 
gangster, Grant (ray Winstone). Grant wants 
Mitchel to help steal valuables from charlotte’s 
home. Mitchel refuses, and from that point on, 
there are bodies everywhere.

Two small subplots are also included. One 
involves the brief sexual relationship between 
Mitchel and charlotte, and the other involves 
Mitchel’s sister, Briony (anna Friel), an alcoholic, 
sex-driven woman who plays games with her 
lover, e.g., handcuffing him to the bed. Because 
Briony is Mitchel’s sister, she is in terrible danger.

The accents of some – not Farrell – are occa-
sionally difficult to penetrate, but I was always able 
to understand what was happening. The musical 
score is wonderful and the ending of the film is 
shocking. The director, William Monahan, who 
also wrote the script, did a superb job.

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

Movie Review: “J Edgar” (-)

The New York Times reviewer Manohla 
dargis gave this film, directed by clint 
eastwood, a superb review. I found it hugely 
deficient and a big disappointment. The script 
lacked insight, and Leonardo dicaprio did not 
capture hoover’s public personality. dicaprio’s 
makeup and body padding changed his 

physical appearance to resemble hoover, but he 
never gave the character a real presence.

J. edgar hoover was appointed director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1924, 
and he remained in that position until his death 
in 1972 at the age of 77. during his tenure, he 
was despised and feared by numerous political 
people on whom he kept dossiers. Those files 
apparently assured him that he would not 
lose his job. he handed his file on eleanor 
roosevelt and her sex life to Fdr, and gave the 
file on Jack Kennedy and his sex life to robert 
Kennedy, who at the time was the attorney 
General.

a major problem with the film is that 
eastwood, an honorable man, did not have 
sufficient proof to establish as factual some of 
the alleged tales about hoover.

The movie factually states that hoover 
lived with his First deputy, clyde Tolson 
(armie hammer), and that the two of them 
had lunch and dinner together every day. 
Tolson, always in hoover’s shadow, allegedly 
selected J. edgar’s wardrobe as well. Then the 
picture has two scenes bearing on sex and cross-
dressing: sex for the first time when hoover and 
Tolson were at home and hoover tells Tolson 
he is thinking of taking a wife. Tolson, furious, 
wrestles with hoover and kisses him. The 
impression given is that this is the first time the 
pair have engaged in sex. The cross-dressing 

scene occurs when hoover finds his mother 
dead. Both scenes were based on speculation 
and neither appeared plausible. The gossip was 
that hoover cross-dressed at a party attended 
by roy cohen.

The rise of hoover and the FBI took place 
in the early 20’s during the Palmer raids which 
began when anarchists or communists bombed 
attorney General a. Mitchell Palmer’s home. 
Palmer retaliated by deporting hundreds of 
anarchists, including emma Goldman (Jessica 
hecht).

One scene shows hoover answering the 
phone and being told “The President has been 
shot.” hoover responds, “does anyone else 
know?” he then calls Bobby Kennedy and tells 
him of the shooting. ridiculous. Kennedy was 
shot in public and it was immediately known 
around the world. another inexplicable scene 
has hoover lying dead on the floor of his 
bedroom apparently for hours before anyone 
arrived to remove the body. also ridiculous.

The movie never moved me; nevertheless, 
friends of mine enjoyed it so I’d suggest that you 
see it. Let me know what you think. Isn’t it time 
hoover’s name was removed from the FBI 
building? My suggested replacement name is 
robert F. Kennedy. What’s yours?

Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews at www.
MayorKoch.com.

http://www.michaelmatthewsjewelersofwhiteplains.com
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Thumbing their 
beaks at town residents 
who had complained 
about their presence 

in the community, a flock of about 100 
wild turkeys added insult to injury last 
night by throwing themselves a huge 
Thanksgiving feast in the park at the 
town center.   

Gail Farrelly, a spoof reporter who 
understands turkey talk (she’s come across 
many turkeys in her life -- of the human, 
as well as the animal variety) was invited 
to the feast. she had the opportunity to 
observe the festivities and make sense 
out of the assorted clucks, cackles, and 
gobbles contributed by the partygoers.   

First up was an elegant cocktail hour 
featuring Wild Turkey Bourbon. as to 
the dinner’s main course, the health-
conscious turkeys, concerned about 
fats and cholesterol, feasted on acorns, 
berries, seeds, nuts, and assorted grasses. 
dessert was a selection of snakes and 
lizards, served with chocolate syrup and 
whipped cream.

after dinner there was a sing-along, 
featuring old favorites such as “Turkey in 
the straw.” There was dancing as well. 
Favorite dance? No contest. The ragtime 
dance, the turkey trot.   

Farrelly asked if the turkeys had a 
fear of being captured and cooked. They 
said they were confident that, since they 
could both fly aNd run, they could 
elude anyone foolish enough to attempt 
to capture them.   

and a wise old turkey added that it 
was a waste of time to worry about dying. 
Quoting a scottish Proverb, he offered 
this advice: Be happy while you’re living, 
for you’re a long time dead.

Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - 
Authors online.

 PROTEST

Mayor`Bloomberg’s action 
to evict protestors from Zuccotti 
Park certainly had a cleansing 
effect on the premises. But the 

actual disease of our democracy of the few 
found itself in retreat as the cure raced across the 
country and refocused the light on where the 
true source of the illness sits. somers, New York 
responded to Zuccotti’s call for a day of action 
and lined route 100 to stand among the 99% 
demanding their fair share of america’s voice.

“The rich control the political process,” said 
Jane Pendergast, who organized this suburban 
stand in of about 30 on November 17th.

The Mount Kisco resident did so under 
the Moveon.org initiative to call out the 1% in 
regards to the nation’s crumbling infrastructure. 
so with the bridge that connects route 100 
to route 138 out for over a decade, somers 
sufficed. “The decay of our nations infrastruc-
ture should mean jobs all across the country,” 
she said.

But why work when Occupied Wall street 
(OWs) gives people an excuse to express their 
anger instead of continuing to persevere. “I 
think a lot of people dismiss this movement out 
of hand,” said celeste Theis, and uninformed 
generalizations such as this arise out of the 
narrative that the 1% would like us to believe.

In contrasts to one misconception, says 
the croton-on-hudson resident, “I don’t hate 
the rich and those who have made the most of 
american opportunity.” On the other hand, she 
added, some of those benefactors have driven 
the rest of us over a cliff.

as a result people like danbury’s rich 
Frasconi have a lot more time on their hands. “I 
have a job,” says independent contractor, “but I 
have very little work.”

he definitely makes himself available at 
actions such as this with the unwanted free 
time. he’s also taken the opportunity to gain 
insight into how america got into this mess.

“Putting profits before people” sounded 

like his time was spent sponging up the party 
line, but the specifics are likely a revelation to 
most and alerted him to the Ponzi scheme that 
is The Fed. “They print money out of thin air,” 
he says.

and worse yet, each dollar conjured up 
comes with built in debt. “It becomes a never 
ending cycle,” he said, adding “and the Fed, 
which really consists of the big banks, reap the 
profits.”

he easily ties this to his situation. “a lot of 
work in this country comes from new construc-
tion, and without money circulating, nothing is 
being built,” he says.

andrew heugel isn’t in the business of 
building but the Brewster resident can defi-
nitely relate to the idea that the money flow 
has stopped. an unemployed caseworker, he’s 
found a hiring freeze in the field with a lack of 
funding across the board.

at the same time, lawmakers, and those 
in their charge, lack the type of vision that 
may very well have put them in the 1%. It’s a 
lot cheaper to get people services earlier than 
waiting for something catastrophic to happen 
later, he said.

right along those lines, Ms. Pendergast 
hopes the day of action gets the attention of the 
supercommittee and those that will suffer if the 
1% continues to have their disproportionate say. 
“We will have more cuts rather than increased 
taxes for the wealthy,” she says.

Legislatively out of the chief executive’s 

hands, christina Martinez still expressed 
dismay at the pulpit President Obama has 
remained silent on in regards to OWs. “What’s 
he waiting for,” she questioned.

Nonetheless, the Montrose resident is sure 
where she stands on the tenacity the Zucotti 
occupiers have demonstrated in the face of rain, 
snow and pepper spray. Given that, the impact 
they’ve had on her and the rest of us cannot be 
denied. “They really inspire us to create all these 
movements,” she says.

carl Grimm of croton-on-hudson can 
count himself among those as a member of a 
movement called “Transitions.” “We’re inter-
ested in downsizing the economy by supporting 
local economic alternatives, he said.

Making the bridge with him was close 
friend cornelia cotton. at 84 years old, she 
dusted off her “Brahms not Bombs” activism 
from the Vietnam age and held her sign in 
allegiance with fellow occupiers on Wall street. 
“We want the country we live in to be better,” 
she said simply.

That betrays the idea that OWs lacks an 
objective and her presence proves that the only 
thing homogenous about the deliverers of the 
message is that being left out of the discourse is 
something they will no longer tolerate.

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a free- 
lance writer in Westchester since 2003 and works 
part time in the after school program at Mt. Kisco 
Childcare. You can find more of his work at www. 
happystories.info.

Occupy Wall Street in Somers Wants its Say
By RICH MONETTI Wild Turkeys Enjoy 

Thanksgiving Feast 
in Staten Island 
Town 

By GAIL 
FARRELLY

 THE SPOOF
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Noel coward’s “Private 
Lives” (1930) is not for 
nothing one of the most 
frequently revived comedies in 
the english language. It is so 

expert that it feels every time as good as new. 
The play that is; not necessarily the production. 
The current one, even as directed by the other-
wise estimable richard eyre, is problematic.

One can see why eyre may have intro-
duced, or emphasized, elements of physical 
farce into what is preponderantly sophisticated 
verbal comedy, partly to be different, partly to 
appeal to a younger, alas, nonverbal audience. 
Nevertheless, the effect is rather like mustard 
on a jelly doughnut.

Well, perhaps not quite. coward’s upper-
class–oriented comedy still registers with 
its repartee, despite being interlarded with 
mugging, running and jumping around, and all 
sorts of horseplay, from both now hyperactive 
principals, elyot and amanda.

They are former spouses who, by a fatal 
coincidence, are honeymooning with new 

mates at the same waterside hotel in deauville, 
France, occupying suites with adjoining terraces. 
These are separated only by low, all too nego-
tiable dividers. The new, much less suave and 
worldly spouses, sibyl and Victor, prove scant 
match for the rekindled attraction between a 
pair who find it equally impossible to live with 
or without each other. On this moonlit night, 
the latter prevails, and what follows is as glori-
ously comedic as wit over mere humor can be.

american actors tend to come to grief 
with upper-class British english, but Paul 
Gross (elyot) is canadian and Kim cattrall 

(amanda) english by birth, which is to say that 
both manage suitable accents even if they lack 
some of the requisite cool.

hard to say how much here is acting, how 
much direction, but there is enough clowning 
as if the two principals were watching the Marx 
Brothers over their shoulders. This becomes 
blatant in the latter parts of the play, where 
the couple, having sneaked away from their 
new spouses, set up housekeeping and spar-
ring in amanda’s Paris flat. here amanda’s 
line, “darling, you do look awfully sweet in 
your little dressing-gown,” has been changed 
to end in “pajamas,” with some loss of elegance, 
particularly since the pajamas in question look 
far too ordinary.

That is it, however: a dressing-gownish 
play has undergone dressing down into a more 
commonplace, pajamaish one. rob howell’s 
sets and costumes add to the problem. The act 
One terraces may be merely a mite unchic; but 
the Paris apartment, exaggeratedly art nouveau, 
has absurd ducks and fish on its walls and a 
huge fish-filled aquarium that can squirt water 
on someone standing close by. The costumes 
are better, but at least one of them doesn’t hang 
quite right.

It is also somewhat disturbing that the 
supporting actors, anne Maddeley as the 
fluttery sibyl, and simon Paisley day as the 
pompous Victor—and perhaps even caroline 
Leona Olson’s muttering French maid—come 
off slightly more convincing than the leads. 
emily Bronte’s poem, “Last Lines,” begins “No 
coward soul is mine.” capitalize the c, and you 
have a diagnosis of the production.

No space is sufficient to do justice to the 
Public Theater’s “King Lear,” where the play is 
a farce and only the production a tragedy. James 
Macdonald, the imported British director, is an 
avant-garde specialist, and has no idea about 
shakespeare—at least none that works.

sam Waterston doesn’t so much act Lear 

as dodder him, perfectly senile 
throughout. every inch a dotard, 
his facial expressions favor hebe-
tude, his wig looks like a bad 
haircut, he sticks pauses where 
the verse should flow, and raises 
or lowers his cracked-sounding 
voice without rhyme or reason. 
a Macy’s Thanksgiving balloon 
has more grandeur than this self-
inflated buffoon, whose delivery 
can deflate the most immortal 
verse.

The others are hardly supe-
rior, most of them looking common 
and sounding paltry, their salient talent the 
murder of poetry. especially awful is the Fool of 
Bill Irwin, a mime who merely transfers his by 
now stale clown routine, which at least spared 
us his squeaky voice. he is mawkish rather than 
humorous, often unintelligible, and bases his 
comedy on a circusy toy mandolin. all this in an 
atrocious canary-yelow, costume, for which, as 
for some uninspiredly modern others, we have 
Gabriel Berry to thank.

Michael McKean’s Gloucester speaks in 
a steady mean-street drone; richard Topol’s 
albany looks and sounds like a drugstore clerk. 
Lear’s daughters, whether good or evil, emerge 
equally insignificant—Kelli O’hara’s regan 
especially so. John douglas Thompson’s Kent 
makes an honest effort, but can’t quite get the 
harlem out of his voice, or make jettisoning 
his dreadlocks a viable disguise. Frank Wood 
turns cornwall into a bored balding bureau-
crat; arian Moayed is a poor edgar even before 
turning into a no less poor Tom. seth Gilliam 
at least seems to have some fun with edmund, 
though why any woman would kill for him is 
hard to figure.

Miriam Buether’s dull, colorless unit set 
conveys only a permanent nowhere; its two 
measly pieces of furniture as ineloquent as the 

cast. It features a soft, quasi-chainmail curtain 
that, when collapsed, evokes only a dust heap. 
even the dueling is schoolyardish; the battle 
requires a giant leap of faith, and the trumpet 
fanfare is the single howl of a wounded elephant. 
But, as if to compensate for so much lethargy, 
the storm carries on like a NaTO bombard-
ment. Most ludicrously, the hovel supposedly 
protecting from it is reduced to a steadily open 
trap door.

There is more drama in a load of coffee 
beans run through a grinder than in this entire, 
pulverized “Lear.”

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson 
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review,New York Magazine, Opera News, 
Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. He reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review andWashington Post. He has 
written profiles for Vogue, Town and Country, 
Departures and Connoisseur and produced 17 books 
of collected writings. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative Literature 
and has taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Illiberal Liberties
By JOHN SIMON

Kim Cattrall as Amanda in Private Lives.

Paul Gross as Elyot and Kim Cattrall as 
Amanda in Private Lives.

Sam Waterston and Miriam Buether in King Lear

http://www.broadwaytheatre.com
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unfortunately there 
has been a direct correla-
tion between the economic 
downturn and an increase in 
criminal activity in the Village.  

We have had an uptick in thefts of unlocked 
cars, break-ins, shoplifting and home burglaries.  
That said, our Police department has made an 
impressive number of arrests in a majority of 
these crimes.

until I became a Village Trustee, I had 
no comprehension of the 24/7 effort and vast 
network of municipal cooperation it takes to 
solve crimes and apprehend suspects.

The following is a sampling of cases to 
illustrate the methods used to attain the high 
rate of arrests. The investigative work is not only 
done by our detective division after the fact, but 
also through keen observations of the officers 
on patrol.

as a case in point, one of our officers 
performing routine patrol one morning at 
3aM observed a suspicious looking male on 
private property.  after immediately contacting 
the homeowner and verifying that the man was 
indeed a trespasser, our officer made the arrest.  
conducting a search incident to a lawful arrest, 
the officer found the man in possession of a 
camera stolen from another resident’s car.  This 
person’s arrest stopped a pattern of overnight 
vehicle break-ins not only in Bronxville but 
surrounding communities.  What will sadly be 

a thread woven throughout all these examples is 
the long criminal history of the arrestee.  In this 
case, the suspect had 22 prior convictions.

On another routine patrol, one of our offi-
cers sensed a crime just by observing the gait of 
a person and the angle at which he was holding 
a package.  It turned out he was carrying items 
stolen from cVs and the Bronxville arrest 
was his 113th including 66 misdemeanor 
convictions.

In yet another case, a very alert neighbor 
called the police to report a man trying to 
break-in his neighbor’s window.  The caller 
gave a detailed description and police arrived 
in minutes.  The perpetrator got away on foot 
despite an intensive search aided by Westchester 
county, Mount Vernon and eastchester Police.  
during the search a backpack, belonging to 
the suspect, was retrieved containing clothing, 
a Metro card and ear buds.  Our detectives, 
with the assistance of the NYPd, were able to 
decode the Metro card and establish a pattern 
of usage on the Bee-Line bus.  Our officers 
then set up surveillance at various bus stops and 
rode buses in civilian attire.  after exhaustive 
visits to schools and businesses, a school staffer 
was able to identify the man in a bus video 
as a former student.  The county Forensic 
science Lab further identified the dNa on 
the ear buds as belonging to the man in ques-
tion and the statewide automated Fingerprint 
Identification system further confirmed this 

through a fingerprint match.  The suspect, only 
20 years old, already had five prior violent felony 
convictions.

In order to solve these cases, our officers 
called upon their colleagues at the county 
level, the NYPd and all our neighboring police 
forces.  The district attorney’s Office has been 
particularly helpful in providing assistance and 
expertise.  cooperation and information shared 
among forces is a key factor in arrest rates.

Our officers solved another case by sending 
video of a suspect in Bronxville as a bulletin to 
all Westchester county police departments and 
the Pleasantville department recognized him as 
a car thief.  The fellow in question had an aston-
ishing 67 prior arrests.

In an effort to solve crimes, our officers 
study surveillance video monitors, internet 
activity, interview friends, ex-girlfriends, inter-
face with the immigration service, serve on FBI 
task forces, run dNa profiles and fingerprint 
matches and use the services of the Westchester 
county Intelligence center’s facial recognition 
software.  If goods have been stolen, our officers 
visit pawn shops all over Westchester county 
and New York city.  as an interesting aside, 
pawn shops may melt jewelry after only 14 days 
of holding the merchandise.

In addition to our very professional and 
effective police force, what all these successful 
arrests have in common is help from our 
residents.

In the case of the attempted home break-
in, if the neighbor had not called immediately, 
by the time the homeowner returned from 
work, all the leads would have been cold.  The 
same holds true for the resident agreeing to a 
trespassing charge facilitating the arrest and 
simultaneous search which resulted in the 
recovery of stolen goods.

If you see anything that seems suspicious 
or makes you feel uneasy, call the police imme-
diately.  Our department’s response time is less 
than two minutes.  You are neither profiling nor 
bothering the police.  Make the call and let the 
professionals assess the situation.  

after the call, do not confront anyone, 
rather take down license plate numbers, get a 
good description of clothing and ideally take 
cell phone pictures.  If your home or your 
building has camera surveillance, make sure it 
is always in working order.

a constant source of frustration to our offi-
cers is the fact that in nearly every single case of 
a canvas of neighbors after a crime has occurred, 
a neighbor always remembers back to an odd 
noise, an unusual car, a suspicious looking indi-
vidual but never called the police.  Take keeping 
your neighborhood safe personally and never 
hesitate to call the police.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have suggestions or 
comments, consider directing your perspective by 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Governmentsection
The Correlation Between the Economic Downturn and Increased Criminal Activity

By MARY C. MARVIN

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

 BUDGET

The outlook for the 
city of New rochelle 
taxpayers continues to be 
bleak. New rochelle city 
Manager chuck strome in 
addressing the city council 

on November 15 that this was the “most 
difficult budget any city Manager has had to 
prepare.” The tax cap was mandated upon the 
city with no New York state relief. Because of 
a dip in assessments, derived from tax certio-
raris tables, a tax rate of 6.36% is projected. 
The tax levy mandated was set at 2%, along 
with an extra increase allowance of 1.68% for 
pension costs, required severe cuts in expendi-
tures. Personnel cuts were listed: 3 in the Police 
department, 18 part-time crossing Guards, 
6 Firefighters, 2 department of Public Works 

employees, and 1 from Parks and recreation. 
On the other side of the ledger, the biggest 
increase in fees would be the refuse Fee that 
would increase from approximately $66 per 
household to approximately $223 per year. 
Qualifying seniors would continue to pay $30.

In the year 2006 the Fund Balance was 
almost $14 million, but this year the lack of 
any remaining Fund Balance will necessitate a 
great deal of caution and oversight of the city’s 
finances. all the proposed layoffs listed reduce 
the budget outlays by 5%, while the increase in 
the refuse Fee for residents results in a 9.2% 
increase in revenue. among other budget 
cuts discussed were reduction of downtown 
sidewalk cleaning fees to the New rochelle 
BId (Business Improvement district), and 
for youth employment. No parades would be 

funded.
New rochelle Police commissioner 

Patrick carroll commented that changing 
sector designations from 9 to 8 officers would 
require one officer to patrol two sectors. he 
added this happens specifically when there are 
absences. he believes this budget crisis was 
helping the New rochelle Police department 
become “smarter all the time.” When fees 
were brought up, councilman richard st. 
Paul said, “I thought we were going to ask 
New roc for an increase” of perhaps $150,000 
in fees. strome indicated he would pursue 
this concept and ask accordingly. st. Paul later 
advised The Westchester Guardian there were no 
cuts listed for the Mayor’s or city Manager’s 
respective offices. Overtime costs were also 
discussed; there was concern the recent Fall 

storms were the catalysts which necessitated 
increased overtime costs.

New rochelle Fire chief Lou diMeglio 
expressed great concern over staffing needs. The 
minimum requirement of 27 men on duty at any 
given time will become untenable to maintain 
when the proposed cuts take affect. The high 
rise buildings increase the number of firefighters 
needed. The New rochelle Talk of the sound 
had reported Byron Gray, president of the New 
rochelle uniformed Fire Fighters association, 
divulging that on November 17th, Ladder 12 of 
the Webster avenue Firehouse was taken out 
of service. he said, “The city is gambling with 
the lives of its citizens.” according to the Fire 
department, the safety concerns increase expo-
nentially whenever the number of firefighters on 
duty fall below the minimum safety parameter 
defined as 27 per shift.

New rochelle councilman Lou 
Trangucci told The Westchester Guardian he

Continued on page 15

Budget Crisis—New Rochelle Gambling with Residents’ Lives
By PEGGY GODFREY
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accusations and blame 
have escalated towards utility 
companies unable to restore 
power during the “October 

surprise Nor’easter.” The unseasonably early 
snow storm dumped snow and ice on leafed 
trees forcing laden branches to down elec-
tric lines, cutting power for millions in New 
York and connecticut. The record long, 
extreme duration of the outage saw many 
without electricity for up to two weeks. 
Lawmakers have demanded answers from 
both the utility companies such as NYseG 
and coned, and the New York state Public 

service commission: Why did it take so long 
to restore power? Isn’t there enough staff and 
equipment on hand for emergencies?

Two Westchester county Legislators,
Continued on page 16

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

 BUDGET

 GOVERNMENT

Continued from page 14
was extremely concerned about the possibility 
of laying off 6 firefighters and 18 crossing 
guards. The loss of firefighters could result in 
a dramatic lowering of our IsO (insurance) 
rating. Overtime would have to be used to 

make up the difference to man the rig (Ladder 
12). he said the “city should be fighting to 
keep 27 men on a shift.” Going below the 27 
men threatens the safety of the people. When 
the december 6, 2011, city council hearing is 
held in discussion over whether to go over the 

cap was mentioned, Trangucci 
said he had expressed concern 

that despite his efforts to obtain $9 million 
from avalon which he had asked be used for 
essential services, the city instead last year chose 
to use too much of this money to balance the 
gaping budget differential. comparing the 
2.84% in taxes collected last year to the 2.9% he 

favored which amounted to $20 per household, 
there would have been almost a $500,000 in the 
Fund Balance which could have been used this 
year to stay the layoffs.

The budget hearing will be held on 
Tuesday december 6,2001 at city hall.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.›

In 1827, sarah Josepha 
hale, a magazine editor 
and noted author launched 
a campaign to establish 
a national day of thanks. 
For 36 years, she published 

numerous editorials and sent letters to gover-
nors, senators, presidents and key officials. 
In 1863 President abraham Lincoln finally 
heeded her request with a proclamation 
declaring Thanksgiving a national holiday.

This is only one of thousands of facts that 
we generally don’t know about the important 
role that women have played in building the 
america we know today, simply because we 
are not taking an active enough role in the 
education our children are receiving. Only 1 
in 10 figures in today’s history textbooks is a 
woman, few statues are in our national parks 
and less than a dozen of the 214 statues in 
our nation’s capitol Building portray woman 
leaders. Yet, women have impacted every 
aspect of our lives whether it is education, art, 
medicine, journalism, politics, or technology.

amazingly enough while many impor-
tant museums currently exist in Washington, 
dc that enrich all who visit and tell the story 
of our nation’s history from many different 
perspectives, there is NO building dedicated 

to highlighting the achievements and contri-
butions of women.

The experiences and life stories of women 
like Ms. hale and so many other impor-
tant trail-blazers will be part of a permanent 
exhibition within the soon-to-be-built, world-
class National Women’s history Museum. 
Legislation is pending in congress that will 
provide a permanent site for the building at 
the National Mall alongside our nation’s most 
iconic museums (and not one dime of federal 
money is being requested).

This is an exciting time for women leaders. 
We hold a multitude of offices at all levels of 
government. Young women are attending 
college and earning advanced degrees at the 
highest rate in history and the future only 
looks brighter for the girls and young women 
of tomorrow. While celebrating our current 
achievements and future hopes, it is important 
to acknowledge the accomplishments of our 
past.

The women who helped to build this 
country – who tended to the families while 
men were away at war, who built businesses to 
sustain themselves and their families, and who 
were innovators in their field - have been left 
out of our national story.

I have been working with the National 

Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL), 
who, in conjunction with more than 43 
national women’s organizations, has been 
working in support of the National Women’s 
history Museum (NWhM). Together we 
will settle the debt we have seen in our history 
books and museums, by bringing women’s 
history into the mainstream.

We recently held the “de Pizan Honors,” 
an event named for christine de Pizan who 
lived in Italy in the early 1400s and was the 
first Western woman to write about women’s 
impact on society and show how they were 
being left out of history. The “de Pizan Honors” 
gala recognized female history-makers to 

ensure that their legacy remains alive and 
drew the attention of acclaimed actress Meryl 
streep, who hosted the event and used her 
notoriety to bring awareness to a cause that is 
long overdue.

as we gather with our families for the 
Thanksgiving holiday to recognize the impor-
tant role we play in each other’s lives and to 
be reminded about the importance of giving 
thanks to all who have impacted us in some 
way, let us also remember the importance of 
giving thanks to the foremothers, like sarah 
Josepha hale, who have impacted us by laying 
the solid foundation we all benefit from today.

Ruth Hassell-Thompson is the New York State 
Director for the National Order of Women 
Legislators (NOWL) and the Senator repre-
senting District 36.

NFWL’s National Women’s History Museum Initiative
By RUTH HASSELL-THOMPSON

 INVESTIGATION

Long, Nor’Easter Outage—Who Is to Blame?
By ABBY LUBY

Board of Legislators Peter Harckham (left) 
and Mike Kaplowitz

Budget Crisis—New Rochelle Gambling with Residents’ Lives



Page 16 The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, NOVeMBer 24, 2011

Rye City Budget 2012: 
Now It’s Time to Hear 
from You

since 2009 residents have 
continued to call for property tax relief. The 

submission of the city Manager’s Budget 
for 2012 this week will once again call on 
the city council to make very tough deci-
sions that balance the scope of the current 
government service footprint vs. the desires 

of the community for traditional programs 
and services. Public workshops are scheduled 
for 8 pm on November 14th, 16th, and 30th 
as well as a Public hearing on the budget 
on december 7th. The citizens Finance 
committee will present their opinion at 
the regularly scheduled meeting of the city 
council on November 16th. Final adoption 
will be voted on by the council on december 
21st. at this time, the proposed budget to be 

deliberated will most likely be over the New 
York state tax cap, as economic conditions 
continue to affect the city’s options. Prior 
to the budget presentation, on the revenue 
side, revenue from interest income, sales tax, 
and mortgage tax is down $2M since 2007. 
The undesignated fund balance is at 10%, 
but only roughly $1.5M above its chartered 
minimum. The direct bonding authority of

Continued on page 17

Continued from page 15
Michael Kaplowitz (d-somers) and Peter 
harckham (d-Katonah) are calling for a 
special meeting to question NYseG, coned 
and the Psc. “We want to know, Westchester 
specific, what we can do going forward,” said 
Kaplowitz. “are these utilities doing anything 
to minimize the impact of future storms and 
avoid long outages?”

harckham, whose district went without 
electricity for almost a week, wants to know 
about the amount of resources that were actu-
ally available during the storm. “This was a 
brutal storm and the damage was widespread 
and the power companies generally did a good 
job, given the circumstances,” he said. “But 
they didn’t have resources until five days into 
the recovery. We need to know why there 
weren’t enough boots on the ground.”

Other state representatives want to 
specifically investigate foreign companies that 
own the utilities. senator Greg Ball (r, c – 
Patterson) said he will launch an investigation 
of Iberdrola s.a., a company based in spain 
that purchased NYseG and rochester Gas 
& electric in 2008. Ball claimed that since 
then, NYseG customers have noticed a 
progressive degradation in service.

“This is not a third-world country,” said 
Ball, who is the chairman of the New York 
state homeland security committee. “as 
a state we have the authority to limit foreign 
ownership through legislative action. Its real 
common sense that a New York state utility 
should not be foreign owned. They [Iberdrola] 
lack basic responsiveness and basic customer 
service.”

Ball announced that he will also introduce 
legislation “concerning foreign owned utili-
ties. “My investigation has homeland security 
implications and it will involve several hearing 
over the course of time. There are myopic and 
global issues here.”

according to James denn of the Psc, 
the united states doesn’t prohibit foreign 
ownership of companies. “The Psc approved 
the sale of NYseG to Iberdrola, just like we 
did for united Grid of the uK to run utili-
ties for upstate New York. No matter who 
the prospective owner is, we determine if the 
utility company will work to insure that the 
transaction is for the public benefit. It’s not 

who the company’s owner is, but how they 
operate here in New York.”

denn told The Westchester Guardian that 
the Psc started gathering information on the 
storm almost immediately.

“any outage lasting longer than three days 
requires us to perform an internal review. The 
report is due out in January, 2012.” denn said 
the Psc is encouraging comments and ques-
tions via the website, phone or written letter. 
comments and staff investigation informa-
tion will go into the report.

But Kaplowitz contends that the Psc 
hasn’t been responsive to the Westchester 
community especially when, in september, 
he asked top Psc officials to testify at 
the Westchester Board of Legislator’s 
environment and energy committee then 
investigating slow restoration of power after 
hurricane Irene. Kaplowitz said the Psc 
not only neglected to show up, but never 
responded to the committee request.

“They don’t take our calls very seriously. 
We look towards this regulatory agency that 
plays a critical role in overseeing utility compa-
nies. The Psc has a level of accountability. 
any fault lies at their level.”

denn said that the Psc staff is limited, 
especially after a huge storm that demands 
a work overload. “We do try sometimes, but 
limited staff prevents us from going to all the 
hearings and meetings. When the reports 
are finished, that’s when there is something 
we can share and really engage in a discus-
sion. People are always encouraged to call us 
up. We’re not a closed box.” denn added that 
the completed report on hurricane Irene was 
extended about a week because the Psc staff 
had to suddenly deal with the Nor’easter; the 
report is expected out mid November.

Of the many queries posed by Kaplowitz 
and harckham, most center on the “inad-
equate” local utility staff to conduct stay safe 
operations immediately after the storm. stay 
safe crews normally pinpoint danger areas 
where live wires are downed, alerting commu-
nities of the location and possible dangers. 
“Our working theory is that the utilities have 
degraded their system, not improved their 
systems, over time,” said Kaplowitz.

The slow response to the October 
Nor’easter was partially blamed on the time 

it took for mutual aid crews traveling long 
distances to get here. some crews traveled from 
Michigan and Ohio, taking as much as four 
days to reach Westchester and connecticut. 
utilities have been queried about having 
surplus trucks and equipment ready and avail-
able for out-of-state crews who can fly at an 
hour’s or day’s notice, rather than drive, to the 
areas needing their service restored.

are utilities pulling back on such capital 
investments to beef up shareholder dividends?

“These [companies] are private entities 
driven by shareholder profits,” said Kaplowitz, 
who wants the Psc to investigate that amount 
utilities are currently investing in emergency 
vehicles and equipment.

“We set the return of profit for the 
company and approve their capital expen-
ditures,” explained denn. “They can’t slash 
company expenditures below what was 
approved and take all the money as a profit.”

Financial issues for utilities are part of 
rate plan requests, which denn said occurs, 
depending on the company, every one to three 
years. The last rate increase for NYseG was 
approved in september, 2010, where the Psc 
approved rate hikes spread over three years 
totaling 11 percent hike by 2013. The rate 
approval also noted that $19.2 million had 
been saved by reducing the companies’ work-
force and related labor cost-cutting initiatives. 
consolidated edison’s (coned) three year 
rate plan was approved in March, 2010 with 
an annual increase of 3.6 percent. companies 
can chose to file for a new rate increase at the 
end of their plan.

denn said utility companies have reserve 
funds to spend on emergency situations, but 
it costs exceed the reserve, a company has the 

right to ask to be reimbursed for “unantici-
pated costs.”

Will rate payers end up paying for restora-
tion efforts for Irene and the Nor’easter?

“rate payers will most likely pay for this,” 
said denn.

You can send comments to the Psc for 
their Nor’easter report:

commission’s toll-free Opinion Line at 
1-800-335-2120; secretary@dps.state.ny.us; 
by mail: to honorable Jaclyn a. Brilling, 
secretary, New York state Public service 
commission, Three empire state Plaza, 
albany, New York 12223; or by using the 
comment form below. Mention case 11-M-
0595 in your comments. comments can be 
viewed at http://www3.dps.state.ny.us/W/
PscWeb.nsf/all/23adF58e45a111B2852
5793c0062c4F2?Opendocument

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance 
journalist who writes local news, about environ-
mental issues, art, entertainment and food. Her 
debut novel, “Nuclear Romance” was published 
last week. Visit the book’s website, http://nuclear-
romance.wordpress.com/

NYSEG Press Conference: NY Senator Greg Ball, center, flanked by Yorktown Board

PSC Spokesman James Denn
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Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
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 LEGISLATION

aLBaNY, NY -- New York state 
assemblyman George Latimer (dem-91st 
a.d.) has announced his support for a June 
Primary date in 2012, to satisfy Federal 
requirements under the Military Overseas 
Voter empowerment act. Over the last few 
decades, New York state’s Primary date has 
been held in september, but that date does 
not provide sufficient time to ensure ballots 
to military and overseas voters are mailed 
45 days prior to an election, as required by 
the MOVe act. Technically, an august or 
July Primary date would comply with the 
law, but Latimer stated, “it would be absurd 

to hold primaries 
for important state 
and federal posts in 
the middle of the 
summertime. college 
students are back 
home in June, and 
younger students are 
still in classes in June, thus their parents are 
still at home. Vacation schedules do not kick 
in until July - therefore, a June Primary date 
guarantees the most convenient time avail-
able for the largest number of people to vote 
in the primaries to be held.”

The assembly, led by a democratic 
majority, is expected to support the establish-
ment of a June date, along with most good 
government and voting rights groups. The 
senate majority, led by republicans, has filed 
papers in federal court seeking an august 

primary date.
“The calendar in 2012 will change,” 

noted assemblyman Latimer, “as mandated 
by federal law. Let’s make the smart move 
to June, do it quickly, and without the usual 
hyper-partisan debate.”

Latimer Calls  for June Primary

No news may be good news 
when there’s actually nothing to 
report, but it’s bad news when 
there are stories that journalists 
simply refuse to deliver.

several journalists 
witnessed a candid exchange at the recent 
G-20 summit in cannes between French 
President Nicolas sarkozy and u.s. President 
Barack Obama about Israel’s leader, Benjamin 
Netanyahu. “Netanyahu, I can’t stand him. 
he’s a liar,” sarkozy said. To which Obama 
replied, “You are sick of him, but I have to deal 

with him every day.”
To my mind, how two prominent world 

leaders really view their counterpart in one of 
the world’s most sensitive and volatile regions 
is pretty important stuff. But most of the jour-
nalists who heard the remarks chose not to 
report them.

The comments were picked up by micro-
phones, which had been switched on in 
advance of an official joint briefing, and were 
accidentally broadcast through the headset 
connections that were to be used for

Continued on page 18

Continued from page 16
the council is at its maximum which is being 
used to pay for bonded projects approved 
years earlier. Tax assessments are down 
slightly. On the expense side, while overall 
costs have been held flat at 2009 levels in 
2010 and 2011, the make-up of the costs 
continue to shift dramatically as pension 
and healthcare costs are again up by double-
digits. Now it’s your turn - it is time for your 
voice to be heard as the council will be 
making financial and operational decisions as 
to what capital improvements can be funded, 
how to balance basic service levels, and where 
to identify new sources of funding.
Fire Department Organization

Many residents do not know how the 
rye Fire department is organized. The 
paid firefighters, 17 of them, report into 

the city Manager while 
the volunteer organiza-
tion to include the Fire 

chiefs and volunteer firefighters reports into 
a separate body, the Board of Fire Wardens. 
With the pending retirement of the Fire 
inspector, the city is taking the opportu-
nity to review the organizational structure. 
discussions have taken place with the paid 
personnel, Board of Wardens, Fire chiefs, 
and volunteers and will continue through the 
budget process. If changes are made in the 
administrative structure, a change in the city 
charter would be required.
Highland Hall Lawsuit

The council took action in defense of a 
claim filed by tenants of highland hall. The 
city as one of four defendants that included 
Westchester county and New York state 
were served this week from tenants of the 
highland hall apartments. They are seeking 

injunctive relief to mitigate the effects of an 
oil spill on site during tropical storm Irene. 
This would include an independent consul-
tant to test the air quality to confirm that the 
units are safe, to continue to maintain reloca-
tion expenses, and to pay for legal fees. state 
and county health officials have cleared the 
building for tenants to return.
Flood Mitigation Plan

as part of the city’s flood plan, the 
council adopted a measure this week putting 
the highest priority on flood prevention and 
stormwater impacts by urging all Boards, 
commissions, departments and residents to 
scrutinize the consequences of decisions and 
land-use applications that may exacerbate 
flooding in the city. as part of the resolution, 
the council formulated a permanent Flood-
action committee to advise the council on 
flooding and flood-related activities in and 
around rye. On the status of the Bowman 

avenue sluice Gate project that will help 
regulate water-flow down the Blind Brook, 
the Town/Village of harrison has asked to 
comment on the application that is before 
the Village of rye Brook.

Winter access to Oakland Beach
The Council is working with the Rye 

Town Park Commission to allow for pedes-
trian access only (no dogs) to Oakland 
Beach during the off-season winter 
months. Beach access has been closed since 
2008 with one exception; however, based 
on your feedback and the community need, 
the City is looking to take over responsi-
bility to administer access during this time.

Visit the City of Rye Website at www.ryeny.
gov or contact me, City Council members or City 
Manager should you need more information.

Doug French os the mayor of Rye Town. mayor@
ryeny.gov. 
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a simultaneous translation. The journalists 
also overheard Obama chide sarkozy for not 
warning him that France would vote in favor 
of a Palestinian request for membership in 
the united Nations cultural heritage agency 
uNescO.

despite the journalists’ reticence, the 
comments soon appeared on the French 
website arrêt sur Images. after the cat was 
out of the bag, a reuters journalist who had 
also heard the conversation confirmed the 
report. reuters said journalists, presumably 
including its own, did not initially report 
the conversation “because it was considered 
private and off-the-record.”

That response leaves open the question of 
who did the considering. certainly sarkozy 
and Obama considered the conversation to be 
private, but that’s no real reason why anyone 
else should.

reporters, especially those in the polit-
ical world, usually have little choice but to 
let the subjects of news reports shape their 
coverage. Politicians strategically dole out 
information through official press releases and 
well-controlled leaks. Newsmakers also court 
individual newsbreakers in behind-closed-
doors meetings with offers of “exclusive” 

information, often selective and offered only 
exchange for promises of anonymity and off-
the-record agreements. It isn’t always pretty, 
but it is sometimes the only way to get the 
story.

In this case, however, journalists got 
unexpected access to unfiltered information. 
The reporters who heard the comments had 
made no agreements about what they would 
and would not print, but they went ahead and 
withheld information that they knew sarkozy 
and Obama would prefer to keep quiet. This 
is troublesome.

reporters are only human. They enjoy 
getting the inside scoop, even when it’s off the 
record, and they also like invitations to swanky 
parties. But when reporters start pulling favors 
for their friends in high places, like keeping 
embarrassing comments out of the papers, 
they do the public and their profession a 
disservice.

some may argue that the comments 
were suppressed, not because of any desire on 
the reporters’ part to curry favor, but simply 
because of differing national standards for 
what constitutes news. Because the technical 
glitch involved simultaneous translation and 
because the summit took place in France, 
most of those who heard the remarks were 

French. In France, press tradition gives public 
officials a much wider degree of privacy than is 
common in america or england. That’s why 
we hear less about the sexual misadventures of 
French politicians. But, in this case, the discus-
sion was clearly of public significance. Ideas 
about politicians’ personal privacy should not 
have been relevant.

Occasionally, of course, journalists should 
practice discretion. If serious state secrets are 
accidentally leaked, and particularly if lives are 
endangered, a journalist may truly serve the 
public interest by burying a story rather than 
reporting it. But this should happen only in 
rare cases. a journalist’s job nearly always is to 
report the news, not to cover it up.

In this case, while the comments were 
certainly interesting enough to be news-
worthy, they were hardly confidential. Both 
sarkozy and Obama have previously criti-
cized Netanyahu before microphones that 
they knew were switched on. and as Israeli 
Vice Premier silvan shalom told Israel’s 
army radio, in politics, “everyone talks 
about everyone. sometimes even good friends 
say things about each other, certainly in such 
competitive professions.”

Political pros know that offhand 
comments picked up on open mikes are 
an occupational hazard. In 1984, President 
reagan was accidentally recorded checking a 

microphone by joking, “My fellow americans, 
I’m pleased to tell you today that I’ve signed 
legislation that will outlaw russia forever. 
We begin bombing in five minutes.” In 
more recent times, Gordon Brown, Tony 
Blair and George W. Bush’s embarrassingly 
candid comments have all made their way 
to public airwaves. You would think that by 
now our leaders would know enough not to 
say anything inflammatory anywhere near a 
microphone unless they are willing to stand by 
their words.

But despite their best efforts to control 
things, politicians will occasionally make news 
when they don’t mean to. It is a journalist’s role 
to report it when they do.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of 
Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-only 
financial planning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, 
NY. The firm offers estate planning, insurance 
consulting, trust planning, cross-border planning, 
business valuation, family office and business 
management, executive financial planning, and 
tax services. Its sister firm, Palisades Hudson 
Asset Management, is an independent  invest-
ment advisor with about $950 million under 
management. Branch offices are in Atlanta and Ft. 
Lauderdale. Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.

The Yonkers city 
council will be burdened by 
a request from term-limited, 
lame-duck Yonkers Mayor 
Phil amicone this Tuesday, 
November 22, 2011. The 

Yonkers city council has placed in its 
agenda the issue of whether to grant Mayor 
amicone’s request of them that he be indem-
nified from the $393,338.00 judgment against 
him personally. The personal judgment has 
fallen upon the individual Phil amicone 
rather than on Mayor Phil amicone in the 
ruling that came to pass in the Federal district 
court of the honorable cathy seibel. after a 
jury verdict of his peers, Justice seibel deemed 
it pertinent to emphasize that Phil amicone 
is personally liable to make good on the debt. 
Judge seibel was making it clear and evident 
to the court that amicone’s personal conduct 
and those of his directives to others to curtail 
the First amendment rights of The Westchester 
Guardian newspaper went beyond the param-
eters set for him and acknowledged to be the 
parameters by which he could govern when 
he first acceded to the Office of Mayor, yet 
by trashing the First amendment of the u.s. 
constitution he opened himself up to personal 

liability. had he confined his conduct and 
directives and demeanor within the param-
eters stipulated by the Yonkers city charter 
and in full deference to the u.s. constitution, 
the issue of whether he be indemnified of the 
judgment would be moot.

The first concern to which Yonkers 
corporation counsel has not opined is 
whether the Yonkers city council member-
ship have the purview over which to make 
a judgment of whether they may supersede 
a ruling, never challenged in a court of law, 
that would allow the Yonkers city council to 
dismiss as irrelevant whether the federal court 
is correct in labeling Phil amicone’s conduct 
to have fallen within or without the param-
eters set for him and defined for him when 
he accepted the Office of Mayor of Yonkers 
to abide by city, state, and federal laws and 
statutes. Were the honorable seibel’s decree 
postulated by the amicone defense to be on 
shaky legal ground, Judge seibel’s ruling could 
have been challenged to over-ride her judg-
ment. That did not take place because Judge 
seibel’s ruling was exemplary and its conclu-
sion was based upon her impeccably following 
the law to its final and unquestionable conclu-
sion. her ruling was never challenged; and 

thereby permitting any thinking individual 
to recognize that Judge seibel is correct and 
the defendant, Phil amicone, is in the wrong. 
Were that not so, Yonkers corporation 
counsel would have returned to court for legal 
remedy by requesting her ruling be kicked to 
the curb. They had to recognize they were 
empty of any recourse and had to swallow 
another spoonful of humble pie; coughing and 
spitting the humiliating gruel.

The city of Yonkers defended Mayor 
Phil amicone by engaging outside counsel 
to defend the Mayor of Yonkers. They lost. 
The cost to defend the mayor of Yonkers is 
said to exceed $1 million, not including the 
$393,338.00 final and agreed upon judgment 
against the individual known to all as Phil 
amicone.

While it was proper and legal to come to 
the defense of Mayor amicone at the begin-
ning of his action against The Westchester 
Guardian newspaper, it is no longer legal, or 
required by statue, precedence or law to spend 
additional taxpayer money to indemnify the 
Mayor of Yonkers from the legal arm of the 
law when he exceeded his powers of mayor 
and thereby causing his mayoral mantle to 
disintegrate and make him personally vulner-
able to the federal court. had he been a good 
boy, played by the rules permitted by the 
united states constitution, the New York 
state constitution, and the Yonkers city 
charter, he would not be in this mess.

he doesn’t want to pay; he wants someone 
else to pay. Yonkersites have often capitulated 
without a word to whatever he wants done, 
whether within the parameters set by the 
law or without. Yonkersites are easy prey. It 
is likely only Yonkers city council President 
chuck Lesnick will oppose indemnifying Phil 
amicone the $393,338.00 debt. Joining him 
will likely be councilwoman Joan Gronowski 
(3rd district). expect council John Larkin (6th 
district) to help his friend out in his time of 
need despite the coffers of the city of Yonkers 
barren of any funds; only burdened with debt. 
Now councilman Larkin will slap Yonkersites 
in the face by reaching into the taxpayers’ 
pockets and taking an additional $393,388.00 
to satisfy the federal judgment against the 
individual Phil amicone, not Phil amicone 
the Mayor of Yonkers.

does it seem logical that the city of 
Yonkers can indemnify an individual of their 
personal debt? The answer is, “No!” Yet here 
we are. Mr. Larkin will cast his vote to indem-
nify an individual the debt he owes despite the 
federal court ruling the judgment is against 
the individual and not the Mayor of Yonkers. 
councilman dennis shepherd (4th district) 
will take the lead cast by fellow councilman 
Larkin. shepherd, whose name connotes 
leadership of a flock will instead become a 
sheep to the directives advised him by Yonkers 
city council Minority Leader John Murtagh

Continued on page 19
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My impression from 
reading the newspapers 
today reporting on the efforts 
of Occupy Wall street, as 
well as seeing a number of 

television newscasts last night depicting 
the activities of those protesters involved in 
seeking to shut down Wall street, the adja-
cent subways and the Brooklyn Bridge, I’ve 
concluded the NYPd acted superbly and 
made the people of the city of New York 
feel proud of their professionalism under 
great provocation.

The news reports of the physical attacks 
upon police officers with solid objects 
and unidentified liquids by some of the 
protesters were horrifying. Imagine a police 
officer being splashed with a liquid which 
might be acid or some other disfiguring 
substance and not responding with anger 
and excessive force. They showed their 
professionalism.

One particularly painful scene was that 
of a group of protesters yelling at children 
on their way to school. The boys and girls 
appeared to be six to eight years of age. 
The protesters appeared to be shouting 
at the students and frightening them. My 
memory harkened back to the 1960s when 
black children seeking to integrate a public 
school under court orders and were hooted 
at and frightened by white protesters. It was 

Continued from page 18
(5th district) who may or may not attend. he 
likes to drive to Boston rather than attend a 
meeting in Yonkers. he probably has more 
Twizzlers in his Mini cooper than he has 
stashed at city hall. Most importantly, he 
believes by driving northward bound, he will 
need no longer suffer those who are less than 
he; even if he is suffering delusions of gran-
deur, those are his visions and he has a right 
to them. Three cheers for John Murtagh for 
bottling it all in and never speaking his mind 
in constructive manner. at least he is capable 
of walking out on Yonkers citizens without a 
thought. shame, shame.

councilman Wilson Terrero may 
comprehend what is going on but he has said 
little on any issue other than to advise everyone 
that everything is wonderful in Yonkers, except 
when councilwoman Gronowski exposes the 
reality and it is at those times, that he suffers 

an “ah, ha!” moment yet is still inca-
pable of expressing what he believes 
is that revelation. It may be prudent 

for councilman Terrero to get a translator. he 
is not bi-lingual and is not functioning in the 
elected seat to which he has acceded because 
he cannot be representing those who do not 
speak spanish because he does not under-
stand english, arabic, among a host of other 
languages. Learn english!

Next, we have learned that Yonkers 
corporation counsel is frightening Yonkers 
city councilmembers into believing that they 
would be liable in the future if they do not 
settle now, no matter what is right or wrong.  
That is not nice.

The executive session held Tuesday, 
November 15, 2011, permitted those other 
than councilmembers, and legal counsel into 
an executive session. The executive session 
was thereby conducted illegally. There are also 
no records of what transpired therein. This 
is the transparency expected of Yonkersites 

to submit. Yonkersites were never offered 
another option.

Most importantly, it behooves Yonkers 
Mayor-elect Mike spano to make his perspec-
tive known on this issue. Phil amicone, the 
individual, is attempting to extort $393,338.00 
from the coffers bequeathed to him as the 
next Mayor of Yonkers. Phil amicone is 
attempting to steal the $393,338.00 in broad 
daylight. he has warned us he will. Why 
does the democratic elected mayor-elect not 
admonish the democrats to fall in line to deny 
Mayor Phil amicone to steal taxpayer funds 
before our eyes.

Where is Yonkers city democratic Party 
chairwoman symra Brandon on this issue? 
Where is Westchester county democratic 
chairman Kenneth Jenkins on this issue? 
Where is New York state Governor andrew 
cuomo on this issue? 

every democrat should stop Phil 
amicone from being indemnified from 
his personal debt. Why is Yonkers being 

abandoned when the world is witnessing a 
gang rape by the elected street thugs who 
believe there isn’t one among us who will stop 
this travesty? can we only moan and cry after 
this gang rape has ended and Phil amicone 
departs unscathed and unconcerned that he 
has soiled the city of Yonkers once again?

has official notice been afforded 
Yonkersites that the committee of the Whole, 
the period that precedes the Yonkers city 
council meeting by a half hour, that is, begin-
ning at 7:30p.m., permits the public to voice 
their perspective on this theft of their money? 
Why have the public not been notified?  

Mayor amicone will hold a fundraiser 
on Monday, November 21st. Will he turn 
the money to the city of Yonkers? unlikely, 
he believes he has a right to it. Legally he 
may, ethically, he doesn’t. The games Yonkers 
accepts to be played with their money… It is 
simply wrong. and the heartache is everyone 
knows it but there is not one person who will 
say, “enough is enough. stop this scam now!”

Ed Koch Statement of November 18, 2011

Occupy Wall Street
By ED KOCH
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Amicone to Rape Yonkers Again

an awful feeling of déjà vu.
The public owes an enormous debt 

to Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Police 
commissioner ray Kelly for their leadership 
at this difficult moment in the city’s history. 
Of course, the greatest thanks go to the 
hundreds of police officers who prevented 
the shutdown of any part of the city and 
did it professionally, and I believe, carefully 
observing the rights of protesters exercising 
their First amendment rights. regrettably, 
among those engaged in protests over the 
last two months against greed in our country 
and Wall street excesses, there were those 
present for different reasons, including 
disruption, anarchy and criminality.

Those who engaged in non-violent 
civil disobedience and were arrested should 
understand that violating the law means 
they are subject to an appropriate penalty, 
usually involving a civil fine, and should 
not protest the punishment that goes with 
seeking to change the minds of the public 
by appealing to conscience.

Those who engaged in violence of 
any kind should be prosecuted criminally. 
If their guilt is established at trial, in my 
opinion, they should suffer a penalty of 
jail or prison, depending on the gravity of 
the crime. under no circumstances, in my 
opinion, should the district attorney grant 
amnesty, simply because of the numbers 
involved. Last night, about 250 people were 
arrested for alleged illegal activity in the 
Occupy Wall street protest events.

Mayor Bloomberg should be congratu-
lated and praised by every New Yorker for 

exercising a steady hand in his leadership 
of the city in dealing with the rights of all 
concerned involved in Occupy Wall street. 
The actions of the Mayor and the police 

officers of the NYPd should be seen as a 
model for other cities similarly situated.

Ed Koch served New York City as its105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

http://www.citycarting.com
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Letters to 
the editor

Greg 
david’s chal-
lenge of former 
Mayor ed 
Koch does 
not make the 

grade. read the exchange and glean why this 
editor weighs in on the side of the man of 
reason, edward I. Koch. 

Koch Fails Economics; 
Bloomberg Gets an A-
By GREG DAVID

November 3, 2011
I know ed Koch is a busy man, but he’s 

got to do a little more research before he 
decides to tell us about the financial crisis and 
holding those terrible people on Wall street 
accountable. at least he says he respects 
Mayor Bloomberg’s financial acumen; now if 
he’d only listen to his successor.

Last week, the two mayors tangled over 
the financial crisis at an event hosted by the 
association for Better New York. (There 
were numerous accounts of the clash; here is a 
link to the New York Times story, “Bloomberg 
and Koch deeply split Over Blame on 
Fiscal Ills.”

The current mayor caused a stir when 
he said that the blame for the financial crisis 
belonged at the capitol since “congress 
forced everybody to go and to give mortgages 
to people who were on the cusp...and pushed 
Fannie and Freddie to make a bunch of loans 
that were imprudent; they were the ones that 

pushed the banks to loan to everybody.”
he’s mostly right. as Gretchen 

Morgenson shows in her book reckless 
endangerment, it was efforts to make 
everyone homeowners that laid the foun-
dation for the crisis. and when it comes to 
greed, no one was worse than Fannie Mae 
and its ceO, Jim Johnson, who corrupted 
the market and the political system to boost 
profits and especially his own compensation 
in supposed pursuit of homeowners.

The mayor did go a little far. Wall street 
did a lot of terrible things too and deserves 
its share of the blame. But it is not alone, as 
so many people want to contend, including 
eliot spitzer, who made that case in a debate 
on the Brian Lehrer show this week. People 
make this argument because understanding 
what really happened would damage too 
many democrats and liberals and would 
undercut their effort to demonize Wall street 
in pursuit of fundamental changes in policy.

This history seems to escape Mayor 
Koch. he’s into retribution, he says, because 
he is Jewish and therefore believes in punish-
ment rather than the catholic idea of 
absolution. It’s a funny line, but he needs to 
think about the consequences.

so lets demand billions of dollars from 
the banks for their past sins, such as their 
mishandling of foreclosures. and lets take 
the money and use it to pay down the 
mortgages of the people who are in default. 
Where will the banks get the money, since 
their profits are plunging? Not from inves-
tors, who will think continued assaults on the 
banks will eliminate future profits. No, as in 
europe, the banks will have to be failed by 
taxpayers.

and then there is question of how bailing 

out people who have defaulted is fair to the 
millions of americans who have continued 
their mortgages in equal financial distress. Or 
maybe those people will just default.

sorry, ed, you need to work out the 
ramifications of your desire for punishment. 

Greg Davis writes a weekly column for Crain’s 
New York Business He was formerly Crain’s 
editor and editorial director.

The Hon. Edward I. Koch’s 
Response on Placing Blame 
for the Great Recession 
Were Justified
Read Mr Koch’s response of the 
next day, November 4, 2011

Greg david took me to task - I believe 
unfairly - in his blog when reporting on my 
comments at the mayoral panel discussion 
moderated by charlie rose, celebrating the 
association for a Better New York’s 40th 
anniversary.

he took issue with my response to Mr. 
rose’s question on assessing blame for the 
Great recession. I said I was outraged that 
no ceO or cFO has been charged with 
criminal fraud and been sentenced to prison 
for their actions. I said, “There’s something 
wrong with a kid who steals a bike going to 
jail and someone who steals millions paying 
a fine.”

I pointed out that Goldman sachs, 
which had engaged in fraud by selling near-
worthless securities, had been fined $550 
million, and citigroup, for similar fraud, 

$285 million, which they would see as the 
cost of doing business. I believe some of the 
banks and Wall street firms, as well as their 
officers and directors, committed criminal 
acts and should pay criminal penalties.

Mayor Bloomberg was asked the ques-
tion first and responded that the members of 
congress were responsible. I believe he was 
probably referring to, among others, Barney 
Frank and christopher dodd, as those “who 
forced everybody to go and to give mortgages 
to people who were on the cusp ... push[ing] 
Fannie and Freddie to make a bunch of loans 
that were imprudent; they were the ones that 
pushed the banks to loan to everybody.”

Mayor Bloomberg is right in his descrip-
tion of members of congress. But what they 
did was not criminal. They were advocating 
a foolish policy. They didn’t fraudulently 
sell near-worthless securities. Their punish-
ment lies with the voters. chris dodd, many 
observers believe, did not run for re-election 
because he believed he would lose; Barney 
Frank ran and was re-elected.

The criminals on Wall street and the 
banks that knowingly sold worthless securi-
ties should be criminally pursued. The fact 
they have not been has incensed the country. 
as I said, “They beggared the people in this 
country. More than $2 trillion was lost in the 
Great recession.”

Mayor Bloomberg and I were both right 
in assessing blame.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served 
New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 
to 1989.

The Occupy Wall street 
campaign is faltering, despite 
considerable public sympathy for 

the social issues which the protesters seek to 
publicize.  

The pickets and other demonstrators 
focused on a seam of popular discontent at 
economic inequality in the united states, the 
difficulty people face in obtaining work, and 
the failure of wages to keep up with rising 
costs. The effects of the Great recession, 
specifically people losing their jobs, their 
mortgaged homes and large portions of their 
401(k)s, have left millions of americans 

unhappy with their own economic situation 
and their prospects for the future.  

although there is widespread dissatis-
faction with President Obama, the public 
holds congress in even lower regard. Last 
month, according to a cBs News/New 
York Times poll, congress registered a 9% 
approval rating, the worst in the legislative 
body’s history since americans were first 
surveyed on the subject in 1977. although 
the President may have erred in reaching too 
far and, paradoxically, retreating too often, 
the congressional followers of rule 9-J, “Just 
say No”, have offered the american people 

next to nothing.  
One improvement in civic discourse 

comes from the spread of c-span and other 
programs dealing with public issues. We 
know more about our public officials than we 
did years ago. We can discern with they really 
mean, both from their choice of cliches and 
from their body language. When one strips 
the gibberish and the platitudes from the 
remarks of the lawmakers and the witnesses 
who testify before them, one can get a sense 
of what is actually going on in the minds of 
the players.  

It is true that they speak in code; that 

is a convention of public discourse. If many 
of our representatives said in public what 
they actually believe, their careers would be 
terminated. We see how many entertainers, 
performers or talking hosts have lost their 
jobs because of words and phrases which are 
politically incorrect, or capable of offending 
any group of people, whether racial, reli-
gious, ideological or gender-linked. It was 
said to have started with uncle don back 
in the 1920’s on WOr. In reality, this never 
happened, but it has been so widely told 
over the years that it has become part of our 
popular culture.  

speech can be offensive, and the charac-
terization of a group because of the behavior 
of a small number of its members places an 
unwholesome and possibly dangerous strain 
on the fabric of a heterogeneous society.

Continued on page 21
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Newt Gingrich is finally 
moving up in the polls for the 
GOP nomination. It’s inter-
esting to note that, during a 

National Press club appearance, the former 
house speaker spoke critically about the 
process that ultimately chooses a candi-
date: “We’ve invented a system where we’ve 
replaced big city machine bosses with consul-
tant bosses. ... The job of the candidate is to 
raise the money to hire the consultants to do 
the focus groups to figure out the 30-second 
answers to be memorized by the candi-
dates. ... Then you combine the stultifying, 
exhausting, shrinking process with the way 
these auditions have occurred. ... candidates 
are held to a rigidity standard, while their 
answers are held to a 30-second sound bite 
standard that is frankly absurd. “What’s your 
answer on Iraq in 30 seconds? What’s your 
answer on health care in 30 seconds?”

Gingrich was talking about the ludicrous 
and demeaning process by which we select 
the person who we hope will lead us into the 
future. The question is, if we make a circus 
out of the process, and the candidates submit 
like trained seals, how can we respect their 
leadership abilities? If the best they can do is 
follow the lead of paid consultants, how in the 
world can they be qualified to lead america? 
Perhaps we should elect their consultants. 
Gingrich believes that the solution is for 
the nominees of each party to engage in 

Lincoln-douglas style debates, such as the 
one he recently had with herman cain in 
houston, Texas. These debates would occur 
about once a week and would last for ninety 
minutes each, providing the voters with an 
opportunity to get an in-depth look at the 
candidates and their individual strengths and 
weaknesses.

The point he’s making is that the public 
should be able to view the candidates in a 
setting less formal than the stopwatch tech-
nique being used by various media agencies, 
peppered with biased questions that tend to 
elicit formulaic answers. By contrast, if each 
debater asks questions of the other, allowing 
enough time for a full response that includes 
solutions, the audience gets to hear the 
quality of the questions as well as the depth 
of the answers from each candidate. This 
method is likely to be more exciting for the 
viewers because, without the moderators 
there to cut the debaters off in the middle of 
sentences, we would get some idea of how 
forceful each candidate could be in getting 
his points across. Would he become bellig-
erent, obnoxious, condescending?

If you’ve ever participated in a debate, 
you’ll remember how stressful they can be 
and how often you must struggle to keep 
your emotions in control. That’s why such 
formats are an invaluable tool that allows 
the public to get a look into the personality 
and the temperament of the people who 

will be representing them for the next four 
years. The potential insight here cannot 
be equitably compared to a slick television 
commercial that airbrushes the candidates 
before selling them to a gullible audience 
with a long record of suspending disbelief. 
hence, Mr. Gingrich was saying what at 
least a few americans are probably thinking: 
that the current electoral system has become 
overly dependent on money and the ability of 
highly paid consultants to groom candidates 
and market them to the voters like breakfast 
cereal.

The Founding Fathers did not invent 
this process for the enrichment of consul-
tants or for the cynical maneuvering of those 
who seek power. They invented this process 
to enable the american people to determine 
whom they would lend power to. and the 
process should start with this question: what 
is the kind of campaign the american people 
need in order to have the kind of country 
they deserve? If a candidate’s personal fortune 
and/or the contributions from the wealthiest 
partisans continue to be the deciding factor, 
then democracy will be defeated, and plutoc-
racy will rule.

Like rush Limbaugh in his first best-
seller, Mr. Gingrich was talking about the 

way things ought to be. unfortunately, poli-
tics is not a level playing field, and money has 
always been a candidate’s strongest opponent. 
But a look at the current GOP race suggests 
that things may be changing. herman cain, 
notwithstanding his recent bad publicity, 
rose to the top of the polls by the force of his 
personality and a record of business success. 
Newt Gingrich hasn’t been able to raise 
much money, but his intellect and oratorical 
skills have been worth a fortune. In 2008, 
Barack Obama ran on a platform that said, 
“It’s time for a change.” Next year, if lead-
ership, experience, and fiscal conservatism 
can outweigh cash, we can truly change the 
political landscape in this country.

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the New 
York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which were 
performed in plainclothes undercover assign- 
ments. Bob began a writing career about 12 
years ago and had his first book published in 
1999. Bob went on to write and publish a total 
of seven novels, “Murder in Black and White,” 
“City to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s 
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of Life 
and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He also became 
a syndicated columnist under the title “Weir Only 
Human.”

 WEIR

Changing the Political Landscape in America
By BOB WEIR

ONLY HUMAN

 NEW YORK  CIVIC

Continued from page 20
We now attempt to deal with this situ-

ation by defining certain abusive words as 
“hate speech” and penalizing the speaker.  

as always, the responsible approach 
in marginal cases is to seek balance, with 
freedom exercised with responsibility. at my 
law school graduation, a quotation was read 
that I learned was coined by a professor in the 
1930’s and has been recited annually since 
that time. “You are ready to aid in the shaping 
and application of those wise restraints that 
make men free.”

  By substituting ‘people’ for the possibly 
suspect noun ‘men’, the sentence gains at least 
another century of useful life, unless another 
euphemism comes into fashion.  

The unhappiness expressed by the 
demonstrators, pickets and campers at 
Zuccotti Park is by no means confined to 
one city, state, or region. It partly stems from 
the belief that government is too far removed 

from the people, or at least far from the 
people who are complaining. It is partly a 
reaction to the resentment expressed against 
the poor, the disabled and others who may 
receive public assistance or public (except 
military) employment. The distaste for 
public programs may (or may not) have some 
roots in ethnic or class antipathy.  

Occupy Wall street offers no particular 
solutions to the issues it raises. Making 
public services free or more easily available 
will increase the $15 trillion national debt 
and promote economic instability. rich 
people have far more mobility than the poor, 
and can more easily move to tax havens. It 
is not uncommon, however to hear groups 
complaining but without practical solutions 
to the problems they address. sometimes 
futility raises the intensity of the complaint.  

We will watch closely as this grievance 
spreads or withers, along with the oncoming 
Presidential campaign. Our thought is that the 

race will be decided by the public judgments 
of millions of individuals, which will to some 
extent be intuitive and individually may be irra-
tional, as to which candidate is a better person 
and which one will do a better job. Television 
brings the candidates closer to the people, 
and assuming that the candidates are roughly 
equivalent in ability and resources to deceive 
the public, something close to the truth may 
emerge from the welter of claims and denials. 
e pluribus unum, out of many one.  

What happened on Wall street is 
simply that people got tired of the act. every 
Broadway show opens and closes; almost all 
politicians, as well as empires, rise and then 
decline. What begins as new and striking 
becomes familiar and eventually tiresome. 
This is particularly true when the partici-
pants are not particularly knowledgeable 
about what they are doing.  

We predict that there will be other 
disturbances in the pre-election period, and 

that there will be an attempt to unify the left 
on a program, just as the Tea Party movement 
has to some extent organized the right. Time 
will tell which group gains strength, but one 
thing that any political movement needs is an 
agenda, which has not yet emerged from the 
left, while the right simply offers negativity.  

someone will be sworn in as President 
on sunday, January 20, 2013. We hope the 
person will be able. You have probably never 
heard of him, but you should add Gary 
Johnson, the republican former two-term 
governor of New Mexico, as a long-shot who 
should be considered, if these decisions were 
made on the merits rather than on media 
attention or scandal.  If Gary Johnson gets 
anywhere in 2012, remember that you read 
it first here

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at mailto:starQuest@NYcivic.
org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing at New York 
civ›ic.
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QUICK CASH OF WESTCHESTER 
AVE. LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2009. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 2712 East 
Tremont Ave Bronx, NY 10461 Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Uchimsya, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 08.29.2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to Uchimsya LLC PO 
Box 523 Yonkers NY 10705. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

WISE BODY HEALTH, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/14/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process The LLC 38 
E. Lake Dr. Katonah, NY 10536. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

BEDBUG DETECTION OF WEST-
CHESTER, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/4/2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process C/O Salvatore M. Di 
Costanzo McMillan, Constabiler Et Al 
2180 Boston Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 
10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Slips En-
terprises, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/26/11. Office loc: WESTCHESTER 
Cty. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and 
shall mail a copy of any process to 
the principal business address: 1505 
Nepperhan Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

HYDE PARK CAPITAL ADVISORY LLC 
Authority filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 10/19/11. Office loca-
tion: Westchester Co. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 9/26/11 SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC 
318 Cliff Ave Pelham, NY 10803. DE 
address of LLC: 16192 Coastal Hwy 
Lewes, DE 19958. Arts. Of Org. filed 
with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 
Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

BLUEBERRY HILL ACRES, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/23/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess C/O Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, 
McMillan, Constabile, Maker & 
Perone, LLP 2180 Boston Post Rd. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

CHOCOTAKU LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/14/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Registered Agent: United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 
13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ACTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY PLLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/30/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of PLLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process The PLLC 35 Sheldrake Ave. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 
Ft. Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

LEGAL NOTICES

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

http://www.strokeassociation.org
http://www.strokeassociation.org
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A Bounty of Dining & Shopping Savings.

PRESENTED BY
the Yonkers Downtown 
Waterfront Business 
Improvement District

4 Hudson Street
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: (914) 969-6660
www.YonkersDowntown.com

Dolphin Restaurant

Fly Me to the Moon Florist

Giovanni’s

Khangri Asian and Japanese

La Bella Havana

La Piñata Bakery

The Pizza Place

Zuppa Restaurant & Lounge

Giovanni’s

KHANGRI
Asian & Japanese

1 Van der Donck Street | (914) 751-8170 | www.dolphinrbl.com

Special Prix Fixe Thanksgiving Day Dinner, Good Only Thursday, Nov. 24, 
from noon to 9pm. $26.95 per person for a 3 course dinner. Call for Reservations.

47B North Broadway | (914) 476-2200 | www.flymetothemoonflorists.com

10% off any floral purchase. Valid through Saturday, November 26.

25 Main Street | (914) 375-1429 | www.giovannis4.com

2 Week Special! Only $25.95 for grilled salmon or rib eye steak or any choice of chicken 
plus salad, pasta and Italian gelato for dessert. Good from Nov. 21 to Dec. 2. 
Daily Lunch Special: $10 for a small pasta dish including a side salad and soft drink.

22 Warburton Avenue | (914) 968-2134
www.khangrijapaneserestaurant.com

Take $10 off your bill when you spend $50 or more. Good Monday-Saturday, Nov. 21-26.

118 New Main Street | (914) 968-6061 | www.lapinatabakery.com

Take $4 off two pounds or more of La Piñata’s delicious holiday cookies.
Good only for Thanksgiving Day and Friday, Nov. 25.

92 Main Street (The Trolley Barn) | (914) 709-1050 | www.ThePizzaPlaceInc.com

Buy one pizza pie or dinner entrée and get one of equal or less value for free. Good only Friday and 
Saturday, November 25-26. Closed Thanksgiving Day and Sunday. Lunch special, 11am–2pm: Four 
lunch combos including a drink – just $5.95.

59 Main Street | (914) 376-6500 | www.zupparestaurant.com

Wed. Nov. 23: Join Zuppa for our Thanksgiving Eve Lounge Night as we usher in the holiday 
season. Our lounge bar area will transform into a dance space for our 80’s theme night, 
including 80’s music and attire. Zuppa boasts three different dining spaces to host holiday 
functions with an array of packages to accommodate parties of all sizes. Call for information.

35 Main Street | (914) 920-9777 | www.labellahavana.com

Three-course lunch special, $9.95 per person.
Good Monday-Friday, November 21-25, 11:30am to 3:00pm.

There are so many ways to celebrate Thanksgiving in 
Yonkers Downtown and at great savings too. Here are just 
eight. Enjoy a traditional $26.95 prix fixe Thanksgiving Day 
dinner at Dolphin Restaurant Bar Lounge, the Rugova family’s 
unique waterfront seafood restaurant.  For those wishing to 
satisfy a Japanese and Asian palate, Khangri – which opened 
this year – is offering a $10 discount if you spend $50 or more 
for dinner during Thanksgiving week. Another newcomer to the 
downtown, Giovanni’s, is serving a $25.95 three-course dinner  
with an Italian accent of course, a special that is good for two 
weeks starting November 21.

You can also get a jump on celebrating Thanksgiving on 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 23 at Zuppa Restaurant. The Bar 
Lounge will be transformed into an elegant dance space featur-
ing a 1980s theme this year.

For those who will be guests for Thanksgiving at their 
families or friends, here are some gift ideas: Bring an attractive 
Thanksgiving floral arrangement from Fly Me to the Moon 
which is offering a 10% discount on any arrangement.  A tray 
of delicious cookies from La Piñata Bakery is always 
welcomed at any holiday table. Order two or more pounds and 
get a $4 discount.

Black Friday, November 25 will of course be the official 
kick off of the holiday gift buying season. There will be lots of 
bargains to take advantage at the Yonkers Sidewalk Sales and 
at many other shops. No doubt you will work up a roaring 
appetite. Drop by La Bella Havana for a three-course lunch for 
just $9.95 per person. And when you purchase a pizza pie or 
fine Italian dinner at The Pizza Place, you will get one for free 
at equal or less value.

 Bon appétit and best wishes for a most joyous Thanksgiving.

Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony December 1

The Yonkers Downtown BID in conjunction with the City of 
Yonkers will present the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Thursday, December 1. Mayor Phil Amicone, elected officials 
and Yonkers BID Executive Director Steve Sansone will join 
merchants and other representatives from the community in the 

festivities including live holiday 
and choral music, children’s 
visits with Santa and, of course, 
the traditional lighting of the 
spectacular 25-foot tree. The fun 
starts at 4:15pm at Getty Square 
Triangle, Main Street and 
Broadway.

Remember to mention or 
show this ad when you 
visit these merchants.  
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www.westchesterguardian.com

The Number 1 Rated 
Puerto Rican Restaurant 

in Manhattan
has opened 

in 
White Plains! 

 “The Best Puerto Rican Food”
NY Post Nov. 8, 2006 

Dinner • Bar 
Entertainment

Lounge • Catering 
Private Party Room Available

Sofrito
175 Main St. , White Plains, NY.  •  Tel:  914-428-5500  •  www.sofritowhiteplains.com                                

400 East 57th Street New York, NY 10022-3019  • Tel:  212. 754.5999  •  www.sofritony.com
SAZON • 105 Reade St., NY, NY  • Tel: 212.406.1900 • www.sazonnyc.com

Monday -Thursday 4PM-11PM
Friday and Saturday 4PM-4AM

Sunday 4PM-11PM

Reserve Now for Holiday Parties!

Hours:
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