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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
The day after Election Day, a 
reporter sought a comment on 
whether I, as the owner of a small 
business, was optimistic or pessi-
mistic as a result of President 
Obama’s re-election.

My first impulse was to reject the request. I 
had not gotten much sleep after staying up late 
to watch the returns and write a blog post about 
the vote. I was crabby about the defeat of Mitt 
Romney, whom I supported; crabbier because 
I was wrong to doubt the pre-election polls that 
pointed to a likely Obama victory; and probably 
crabbier still because the Atlanta hotel where I 
was staying had turned out to be Election Night 
headquarters for the Georgia GOP. I learned this 
after I met a few colleagues to watch the returns in 
the hotel lounge, which is where I stayed with my 
computer after they went upstairs to bed.

First thing the next morning, I typed an 
instant message to Amy Laburda, my associate, 
who edits my posts. “I have a new definition of 
‘the opposite of fun,’” I told Amy. “It’s sitting in a 
hotel lobby bar at midnight, surrounded by a group 
of drunk and dispirited Republicans, explaining 
to them why their guy is about to lose Florida.” 
(Romney did lose Florida, though it took a few 
days to make that electoral coup de grâce official.)

One gentleman took Romney’s defeat in a 
particularly personal and unsportsmanlike way. 
“Dudes, that’s it! I’m leaving! Just taking everything 
and moving,” he bellowed to a large cross-section 
of Georgia Republicans from a position about six 
inches south of my left ear. “What country can I 
move to?”

That fellow came to mind just as I was about 
to conclude that I would decline the reporter’s 
request.

I have voted in 10 presidential elections since 
I came of age. The candidate I supported has been 
the winner only four times. Life did not end. The 
Union survived, and often prospered, even in the 
face of my fellow citizens’ suboptimal choices. 
Or maybe it was some of my choices that were 

suboptimal. I may have 
been grumpy about 
this election’s result, but 
I certainly wasn’t angry 

or despairing. We’re going to have another election 
in just four years. If some bad decisions get made in 
the meantime, we will just have to deal with them.

It occurred to me that my laissez faire attitude 
toward electoral defeat is part of the approach 
that has made me a very satisfied and relatively 
successful business owner for the past 20 years. 
Owning and running a business is not about grab-
bing every last dollar for yourself. It’s about doing 
something you want to do, preferably something 
you love to do, and doing the best you can in 
circumstances that are seldom fully under your 
control. Ideally you address the problems, take 
advantage of the opportunities, and provide a good 
life for your household and perhaps others.

I decided to write a few paragraphs to share 
this perspective with the journalist.

I began with, “I’m optimistic, but not because 
I supported Obama. I did not. I’m optimistic 
because anyone who is content to be a business 
owner is probably inherently optimistic.” This is 
the only part of my comment that she used, which 
is an editorial decision that I have no quarrel with. 
Mine was the closing perspective in an article that 
noted small business owners generally supported 
Romney and were disappointed at his loss. I was 
in the same place as them, and, though my further 
comments were not in the article, I suspect many 
would have agreed with me in turn. “Optimism” 
and “pessimism” in this context are not really oppo-
sites; they are counterparts that simultaneously go 
into the art of running a business.

“If you own and run a business you have to 
recognize risks and challenges, but you also have 
to be confident in the ability of your team to meet 
them – and you know that there are rewards out 
there, too, including the reward of meeting the 
needs of the people you serve,” I wrote in the 
unpublished part of my note to the journalist.

“Would I have been more optimistic had 
Romney won? Yes. I think a Romney adminis-
tration would have shown greater appreciation 
for the importance of predictability and flexibility 
in the tax and regulatory environment in which 

With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

-at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

  • 15 Year Fixed Rate Loans Available

  •  30 Year Payout
  •  Interest Only Loans Available 

  •  Fast Closings for Quali� ed Borrowers

Lexington Capital
Associates

Multifamily
is our Specialty

LexCapAssociates.com
914.633.4100

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.
240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801
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Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to 
Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the Internet: http://
www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Westchester OntheLevel. 
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 
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businesses operate. I think it would 
have better understood the opportu-
nity costs inherent in imposing greater 
financial and time demands on busi-
ness owners, diverting us from the task 
of growing our enterprises. I think it 
would have shown a greater apprecia-
tion of the long-term costs inherent in 
short-term debt-financed spending 

policies. I think a Romney adminis-
tration would have been more realistic 
and enthusiastic about tackling the 
enormous task of entitlement reform. 
We’re still waiting for Obama’s team to 
decide what it wants to do with Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac, which became 
wards of the government before he 
took office.

“But the system eventually 
manages to bring itself back into 
balance one way or another, even in 

the absence of good stewardship. If we 
don’t stop going to the well of cheap 
credit ourselves, the well will eventually 
dry up anyway. Health care costs have 
to stop rising, or at least slow down, 
or else we’ll all be buying nothing 
but health care someday. If there isn’t 
enough money to provide all the bene-
fits the Baby Boomers are expecting, 
the Baby Boomers are simply going to 
get less than they expect, whether we 
address this issue in a sensible way or 

not.
“Obama’s re-election may mean a 

bumpier road for us business owners, 
but we’ll get where we need to go, 
regardless. If we didn’t think so, we 
wouldn’t get behind the wheel.”

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has 
provided personal financial and tax 

counseling to a sophisticated client base 
since 1986. After six years with Arthur 
Andersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and family 
wealth planning, he founded his own firm 
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which 
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

Small Business Optimism

CURRENT COMMENTARY

Continued from page 3

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
This week I started my 
gigantic Christmas list; 
so far I’m asking for 
batteries, water, snow 
shovels, an axe, chain 

saw and airplane tickets to a southern 
exposure, not sure if they will all fit in 
my stocking, but I will be ready for 
our next weather adventure. Oh, and a 
notebook to write this week’s edition of 
“News and Notes.”

Sandy was a devastating storm 
to many and folks are in need of help, 
a Save the Jersey Shore Fundraiser 
will be held at the Vintage Bar & 
Restaurant in White Plains on 
November 23rd.

ShopRite Supermarkets will be 
donating up to $1 million in funds and 
in-kind donations to help in the relief 
and recovery efforts for those strug-
gling in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Did you know there are over 

300 million children without shoes, 
walking barefoot puts their bodies 
at major risk of contracting life 
threatening illness. The organization 
Soles 4 Souls is holding a shoe drive 
through November 25th, clean out 
your closets for any gently-used pairs 
of sneakers, boots, shoes and flip-flops; 
a donation box is set up at the Bedford 
Community Church in Bedford Hills.

Good luck to Vine & Co. a new 
wine and spirits store opening on 
Bedford Road in Bedford Hills, my 
wife happens to be a great taste tester 
if they are in need of one.

It’s time again to run off all that 
Thanksgiving stuffing and join the 
8th Annual Bedford Turkey Trot on 
Saturday November 24th.

Congratulations to the Mental 
Health Association of Westchester as 
they raised $120,000 at their annual 
benefit Autumn On The Hudson.

In the spirit it was meant to be…

several local establishments are hosting 
Thanksgiving dinners, St. Mark’s (nice 
name) Episcopal Church Parish Hall 
will hold a Community Thanksgiving 
dinner on November 22nd for all 
area guests, as will the Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church where if you 
can please bring a dessert or side dish 
to share. Over in Ossining, a free 
Thanksgiving spread will be served at 
the First Presbyterian Church at noon.

Up in Katonah there will be 
a Native American Thanksgiving 
service at 10am on November 22 
at the Katonah Methodist Church, 
folks attending are being encouraged 
to bring a symbol of something for 
which they are grateful for, I will bring 
my family as that is what I am most 
grateful for…

The Westchester Department of 
Consumer Protection has moved into 
the Michaelian Office Building in 
White Plains.

As we have just celebrated 
Veteran’s Day, let’s reach out and help 
support our local veterans through 
Veterans of Westchester. They are 
collecting used clothes, shoes, toys and 
household items, call 914-637-8387 
for more information.

After 16 years, The Bagel Shop 
in Katonah has closed and the village 
has lost more then good coffee and 
warm fresh bagels. A fond farewell and 
a huge thank you go to store owner 
Tom Leggio of Mahopac who could 
always be counted for a smile and a 
donation. Tom has given thousands of 
bagels to countless elementary school 
events, years of sponsoring advertise-
ments for local sports teams and much 
more. The “loose change” can on the 
counter contributed over $10,000 for 
the Community Center of Northern 
Westchester Community Center 
alone. We wish Tom well in his next 
adventure and hope the town his busi-
ness lands in realizes how lucky they 
are to have him.

Santa must be gassing up his 

sleigh… I wonder if his plates are odd 
or even…and getting ready to head 
to the annual BHNA Annual Tree 
Lighting on Saturday, December 1st 
at 5pm at the Depot Plaza in Bedford 
Hills. There will be caroling and 
holiday songs led by the Bedford Hills 
Elementary School Chorus and the 
Bedford Community Theater.

Jumpstart your holiday shopping 
by stopping by the Holiday Craft Fair 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center on 
December 2nd, there will be food and 
raffles too.

Thanksgiving is such a wonderful 
holiday, food, football and then more 
food, but it’s really about family, 
friends, togetherness and counting our 
blessings, I truly hope your Turkey day 
is a great one, Happy Thanksgiving…
see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Let’s Focus On the Future
CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Ok, the election is over 
so let’s get busy on 
important things! No, 
not the issues that were 
discussed ad nausea 

during the campaign -- Medicare, 
Social Security, Foreign Policy, and 
the overall economy -- but some of 
the important issues for the country’s 
future that are not only not addressed 
but not even mentioned. These are 
long-range issues, rather that those 
which tend to occupy the atten-
tion of the general public, but, if not 
attended, will cause a spiraling down 

of the American economy and our 
general way of life.

Since the invention of the wheel, 
technologists have been trying to 
make the work process more effi-
cient, “more productive,” and, in the 
process, reduce the need for workers. 
Throughout history, this movement 
has been a slow one, gathering some 
speed after the industrial revolution 
but not really coming into its own 
until after World War II and then 
accelerating, almost beyond belief, 
since the 1970s when microcomputer 
technology came to the forefront.

Throughout the twentieth 

century, the United States has been 
the vanguard of development in 
science and technology that not only 
gave us productivity increases but also 
kept us in the world’s leadership in 
the pure research that underlies all 
development in medicine, physics, 
chemistry, and biology, as well as 
technology.

We are now at a crisis point in 
these areas but, since they require long 
range planning and investment that 
goes well beyond an election cycle, 
there is little if any public discussion 
of them.

Admittedly, during the election 
brouhaha, there was constant mention 
of jobs, as though either candidate 
could do much about them. We are 

in a “jobless recovery” with little any 
president can do to “create jobs” other 
than a massive public works project 
– something that has zero chance of 
happening in our present toxic polit-
ical climate.

While the recession certainly 
had something to do with job loss, 
the recovery has little to do with 
job gain. The overlying reasons for 
job loss have been consolidation of 
businesses, “offshoring” of jobs, and 
technological innovation. Businesses 
become more cost effective by consol-
idation (mergers) and offshoring (to 
countries with lower wages and less 
regulation) and more productive by 
technological innovation (robotics, 
artificial intelligence, systems that move 

responsibilities to the customer, and digi-
tization of product and service).

The jobs lost through mergers 
and offshoring aren’t coming back to 
any extent and there is a constantly 
escalating movement to replace jobs 
through technological innovation.

A recent article in “Strategy 
+ Business,” “Digitization And 
Prosperity” by Bahjet El-Darwiche, 
Milind Singh, and Sandeep 
Ganediwalla, posits that “The 
economic growth of nations is linked to 
one factor: adoption of information and 
communications technology.” The highly 
informative article rates the nations 
of the world by levels of digitization 
(the Unites Stares is in the top bracket) 
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and provides suggestions as to what 
countries should do to be competi-
tive in this arena.

In previous generations, the 
adoption of technology was slower. 
It took a good while for automobiles 
to become as omnipresent as they 
are now and blacksmiths and buggy 
manufacturers had time to adapt 
and find new trades. Tower Records 
and the major music producers did 
have the same warning when digital 
music, Napster, and iTunes came 
along and the impact was of earth-
quake proportions. The impact of 
digital photography on camera sales, 
film sales, and film processing was 
even more disruptive.

These examples are things that 
we can see happening around us. 
What we don’t notice as often are 
the jobs that have disappeared due 

to our on-line bill paying, on-line 
ordering of merchandize, and 
use of ATM machines and self-
checkout machines. There are no 
more people opening envelopes at 
utility and credit-card companies, 
people keying in data, or tabulating 
checks for deposit and many less 
bank tellers, retail sales personnel, or 
cashiers.

The job losses hit across all 
levels of the economic landscape 
from the data entry personnel to the 
retail personnel, to the marketing 
executives at the music compa-
nies to the chemical engineers at 
the film companies. Many become 
permanently unemployed – even 
unemployable – while others wind 
up taking jobs well below their 
present standard of living, leading to 
mortgage foreclosures, loss of buying 
power, reduced educational opportu-
nities for children.

An offshoot of this process is 

widening income inequality as we 
reward those who developed the 
innovative systems to eliminate 
workers while we accrue the bene-
fits of less personnel and less salary 
(many systems installed, which do not 
eliminate jobs, “dumb the jobs down” so 
that lower paid workers may be used).

In short, technology innovation 
is obsoleting human workers. Many 
of those obsoletes are too unedu-
cated to be retrained for new more 
demanding jobs (or, in some cases, too 
unintelligent) or too old to compete 
with younger generations for whom 
the use of new technology is second 
nature. The pace of this obsoleting 
accelerates as the technological 
information and power available 
doubles every two years.

What are our long range plans 
for the unemployables? Public 
service? Lifetime unemployment? 
Massive re-training (for those who 
can be re-trained)? There must be 
some combination of all – but, other 
than UC Berkeley professor Robert 
Reich, there seems to be no one even 
raising the questions. The problems 
and the solutions are complex – we 
can’t inhibit progress and global 

competitiveness but we can’t ignore 
the people problems (as well as the 
loss of consumer buying power) – we 
don’t seem to do long-range dealing 
with complex problems very well.

The other issue to be faced that 
we just seem to wave slogans at is 
the numerical lack of graduates in 
the scientific and technological fields 
coming out of schools in the US in 
comparison to China and India. 
These are the people who will lead in 
new developments. We fall back on 
“we have always been the world leader 
in science and technology; others follow.” 
Sorry, it’s a new game! Bill Gates has 
said that Microsoft gets better ideas 
out of its Beijing lab than from its 
US lab.

During the “space race”, the US 
had a mission – a perceived enemy 
– a contest – charismatic leadership 
in John Kennedy (and driven lead-
ership in Lyndon Johnson) – massive 
outlay of taxpayer funds, not only in 
the actual development of the rocket 
program but in scientific education 
as well. In short, we had a national 
purpose – and out of that national 
purpose came not only victory in 
the race but microprocessors, other 

miniaturizations, the Internet – 
whole industries.

We need just this long range 
planning now. John Kennedy said 
“in this decade,” not before the next 
congressional election. We need 
leadership and vision and not politics 
as usual. Our future depends on it.

Creative Disruption is a 
continuing series examining the 
impact of constantly accelerating 
technology on the world around 
us. These changes normally happen 
under our personal radar until we 
find that the world as we knew it is 
no more.

John F. McMullen has been involved 
in technology for over 40 years and 
has written about it for major publi-
cations. He may be found on Facebook 
and his current non-technical writing, 
a novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New 
& Collected Poems by johnmac the 
bard” are available on Amazon. He is 
a professor at Purchase College and has 
previously taught at Monroe College, 
Marist College, and the New School for 
Social Research.

Let’s Focus On the Future

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued from page 4
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Sharjah Children Art Biennial 2012
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Later this week, on 
November 25, 2012, 
the third edition of the 
Sharjah International 
Children’s Art Biennial 

will open at the Sharjah Art Museum 
in United Arab Emirates. For the first, 
the number of countries has exceeded 
sixty countries from five continents. 
Sharjah is the third largest emirate 
in the United Arab Emirates. It has 
over twenty museums established 
by His Highness Sheikh Sultan bin 
Mohammad al Qasimi, who is also 
an established historian; he has also 
published several theatrical and literary 
works. Sharjah hosts many cultural 
events, an art biennial for international 
artists, a book fair that is also taking 
place this November and many other 
festivities.

In its third edition, the Sharjah 
International Children’s Art Biennial 
has been able to become the nurturing 
catalyst to better establishbrighter 
futures and welcoming horizons 
among the young and inquisitive 
generations and those who will follow. 
The organizers have chosen an 
Egyptian artist and curator, Dr. 
Mohamed Abouelnaga to become 

the artistic director of this edition. 
Abouelnaga is of international renown; 
his artistic prowess is recognized in his 
creative expression in papermaking, 
paintings, and video installation; disci-
plines and artistry that demands study 
and a future article.

“It is an event that mirrors our kids 
in the twenty-first century and moni-
tors their creative ideas in different 
artistic ways while coping with 
modernity and maintaining their own 
cultural identity”, says Abouelnaga 
while assembling and installing 
the examples of art received from 
throughout the globe, just a few weeks 
before opening day. “There are many 
developments and changes occurring 
at various levels in the world today; 
and many of those changes will affect 
the discipline of young people. And 
since the technological influences are 
the biggest phenomenon of our times, 
the Biennial focuses in this edition on 
the children’s creativities derived from 
the development of different forms of 
visual expression emanating from such 
technology. Hence we gave this new 
edition the theme ‘Restart’.”

The Biennial has this year 
depended on a rigorous plan to shed 
light not only on conventional arts, 

like drawing and paintings, but also 
on videos, animation, installations and 
group project. Organized by Vanima in 
the Croatian City of Varazdin, VAFI 
Film Festival for videos and anima-
tion by young children was invited as 
a special guest to the Biennial. One 
should note the variety of techniques 
and contexts used by young children 
about the world to realize their videos 
are similar to and may even exceed 
many great animators. Moreover, 
the Biennial also features computer 
graphics and digital photography. In 
other words, all arts using technology 
and new instruments, like tablets 
and mobile phones, challenge the 
imagination and increase the artistic 
productivity of a child.

The symbiosis among drawings, 
photography and graphics generates 
a new and stirring energy showing the 
world of children that is not depend 
on geographical borders or skin color 
but rather on humanistic integration 
through which they contend with 
their surroundings with feelings of 
heightened sincerity and feeling. The 
Biennial show also expands the inter-
activity between the Biennial and the 
children whose roles are not limited to 
viewing and receiving. A child should 

come to the Biennial in order to enjoy, 
participate, and be motivated through 
the outcome of technical workshops 
held months before the Biennial.

Abouelnaga incorporated the 
expertise of many artists; people like 
Nedim Kufi of The Netherlands, and 
Kyoke Ibe of Japan, to tutor children 
on how to use different techniques in 
creating new artworks. Ibe uses tradi-
tional Japanese paper like Washi to 
create installations and stage art. After 
building special papermaking molds, 
preparing papermaking fiber, recy-
cling colored papers, newspapers, and 
some other wooden fibers from Kozo 
Village, Kyoke Ibe helped Japanese 

children to make paper and to draw on 
that paper when it dried. The result, a 
big installation in the museum seen in 
my photo with Abouelnaga.

In the space surrounding the 
Sharjah Museum, Abouelnaga created 
an artistic field for children to play 
in mazes, balls, cubes and wooden 
camels; all certain to stir the imagina-
tion of any child.

The Biennial also holds great 
importance for children with special 
needs because exhibited arts can repre-
sent a special therapy that enriches 
their minds. The importance of the arts 
made by children with special needs 
lies in their different means of expres-
sion that reflects their psychological 
and environmental realities.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 
in The Netherlands. He also contributes 
to Variety, in the United States, and is 
the film critic of Variety Arabia (http://
varietyarabia.com/), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

Children in Nadim Kufi’s Workshop, Netherlands.

Valentina Damen, Argentina, 12 Years.

Sherif Awad and Dr. Mohamed Abouelnaga at the Sharjah Art Museum.Magic Moments, Video from Lithuania.

NuRo City Council May Exceed Tax Cap and Also Bond for City Yard
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By PEGGY GODFREY
At its meeting on 
Tuesday afternoon, 
November 13, 2012, 
the New Rochelle 
City Council consid-

ered two items that, if approved, can be 
expected to raise New Rochelle resi-
dents’ property taxes shortly thereafter. 

The first item is New Rochelle’s 
FY2013 Proposed City Budget whose 
increase exceeds the statutory state tax 
cap. The second item is an increase 
in the permissible bond debt limit 
specific to moving the City Yard.

City Manager Chuck Strome 
explained that the FY2013 Proposed 
Budget of $153,551,034.00, shows 
an increase tax levy of 5.57 percent. 

This increase, Mr Strome claims is 
made necessary because of increased 
operating expenses and more than $5 
million in additional spending. He did 
not break the figures or the specific 
numbers for better comprehension.

Continuing, Mr Strome cited 
state-mandated pension costs of $1.75 
million and estimated health insurance 
costs of $1.21 million for the New 

York State Empire Plan as factors 
contributing to increased expenditures. 
If so adopted, the NuRo City Council 
will be required to override the 2.49 
per cent statutory state tax cap.

Mr Strome was quick to specify 
the steps taken to reduce the budget 
imbalance. Those steps included a 
13 per cent reduction in employee 
positions during the last three years; 

a reduction in capital spending; and 
increased savings on energy costs. 
Since 1990, staff reductions have 
amounted to a 37 per cent diminution 
to the Department of Public Works, 
8 per cent to the Fire Department, 
and 11 per cent to the Police 
Department. Recognizing that more 

Continued on page 7
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For 2013, here are highlights of our in-network(2) benefits compared to Original Medicare.
 

Benefit 

 

Original 
Medicare(3)

 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage without 

Rx (HMO-POS) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS) 

 

*Fidelis Medicare $0 
Premium (HMO) 

Monthly Plan  
Premium (1)

 

$99.90 $0 $43.20 $0 

Flex Benefit None None $500 per year $120 per year 
Over-the-Counter Items 
(OTC) 

None None $20 per month 
debit card 

Included in flex benefit 

Part B Deductible $140 None None None 
PCP Copay 20% $5 $0 $5 
Specialist Copay 20% $15 $0 $15 
Outpatient Surgery in a 
Hospital 

20% $285  $285 $285 

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical 
Center 

20% $285 $285 $285 

Lab Tests 0% - 20% 0%-20% 0%   0%-20% 
X-Rays 20% $10 $10 $10 
Preventive Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
MRIs, CT Scans, PET 
Scans 

20% 20% 20% 20% 

Inpatient Copay $1,156 $285 per day for 
days 1-5,  

per admission 

$285 per day for 
days 1-5, 

per admission 

$285 per day for days 
1-5, 

per admission 
Part D Prescription Drug 
Coverage 

No No Yes, with $0 
deductible for 

preferred generics 

Yes, with $0 deductible 

Preventive Dental  None None Yes Yes 

More choices

New Medicare plans for 2013!

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)
Monday-Sunday, 8am-8pm from October 1-February 14; Monday-Friday, 8 am-8 pm from February 15-September 30

Enroll anytime at www.fideliscare.org
The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and
restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. 1You must continue
to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 2Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. 3These
are 2012 amounts and may change for 2013. *Fidelis Medicare $0 Premium (HMO) is not available in Orange, Rockland, Nassau, Suffolk, or Westchester counties.

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract 

H3328 FC 12086_R2 CMS Accepted

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

than two-thirds of City expenses go to 
pay for employee salaries and benefits, 
including state-mandated contribu-
tions to health and pension programs, 
the City’s tax rate must exceed the tax 
cap to maintain services. Mr Strome 
calculated that adhering to the tax cap 
would result in a $1.5 million budget 
shortfall.

The City staff had consid-
ered, but later discounted several 
concepts suggested by the City 
Council-appointed Citizens Panel on 
Sustainable Budgets. Those sugges-
tions included a “Wellness” program 
to reduce Fire Department sick time 
and a reduction of the number of 
police sectors from nine to eight. The 
latter suggestion was viewed as likely 
to negatively impact services. Another 
suggestion, the reduction of minimum 
staffing at night for the Fire depart-
ment, from the present 27 to 24, was 
considered “presently unattainable.”

The Citizens Panel also recom-
mended eliminating pickup of loose 
leaves pickup from the streets, cutting 
police personnel by two vacant 
positions, and selectively reducing fire-
fighter staffing at certain times. Those 
concepts were considered noteworthy 
but were not part of the discus-
sion which resulted in increasing the 
amount of money the City Council 
would be willing to spend to move the 
City Yard for Forest City Residential 
(FCR), the developer,

A copy of the proposed budget 
can be obtained from the City’s 
website: http://www.newrochelleny.
com, at the public library, the Office of 
the City Clerk, or any online service. A 
public hearing on the proposed budget 
is scheduled for December 4, 2012, at 
the City Council Chambers, located 
at City Hall, 515 North Avenue, New 
Rochelle, NY.

On raising the permissible bond 
debt limit for moving the City Yard, 
Councilman Ivar Hyden said he was 
in favor of moving the City Yard, but 
would only vote to bond for a new yard 
“that is adequate.” Mr Strome said that 
raising the permissible borrowing limit 
from $19.6 million to $25 million 
would allow for an adequate yard. 
Councilman Jared Rice asked by how 
much the annual bond payments for 

NuRo City Council May 
Exceed Tax Cap and Also 
Bond for City Yard
Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8

http://www.newrochelleny.com/
http://www.newrochelleny.com/
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Continued on page 9

the City would increase with this 
higher limit. Strome responded 
that the annual bond payment cost 
would increase from the previously 
stated $1.3 million per year to 
$1.7 million per year. Councilman 
Barry Fertel then moved to amend 
the amount of bonding needed for 

the proposed new City Yard from 
$19.6 million to $25 million.

In spite of this projected increase, 
Councilman Lou Trangucci expressed the 
perspective that a unified City Yard could 
not be accomplished at the Beechwood 
site. Councilman Hyden then advise he 
was not favoring a move by the City to 
support Forest City Residential and that 

he did not presently support the proposed 
FCR development.

After considerable discussion, 
Mayor Noam Bramson called a vote 
over approving the amendment. The 
New Rochelle City Council voted 4 
to 3, Rice, Tarantino and Trangucci 
voting against approving the amend-
ment. The Council then voted along 
party lines, 5-2, with Republicans Al 

Tarantino and Lou Trangucci voting 
against the resolution proposing to 
permit bonding up to $25 million to 
move the City Yard. Bramson insisted 
it was a hard choice but stated a 
community that does not invest in the 
future has no future.

Both the New Rochelle Proposed 
FY2013 City Budget and the resolu-
tion to increase permissible bond debt 
limits can be expected to increase New 
Rochelle property owners’ tax burden 

next year and for 20 years to thereafter! 
Votes to breach the statutory state tax 
cap and bonding to move City Yard 
will require a supermajority, e.g. a 5-2 
vote of the City Council membership.

Will a fait d’accompli reveal 
itself at the next New Rochelle City 
Council vote? A super majority of 5-2 
will be required.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, a 
community activist, and former educator.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

NuRo City Council May Exceed Tax Cap and Also Bond for City Yard
Continued from page 7

City of Yonkers Issues Request for Proposals for the Acquisition & 
Redevelopment of the Former Boyce Thompson Institute Site

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY -- 
The City of Yonkers on 
Friday, November 16, 
2012, announced its 
release of a Request for 

Proposal (RFP) for the acquisition and 
redevelopment of the former Boyce 
Thompson Institute. The property to 
be redeveloped has been in Yonkers’ 
possession since 1999. The former 

Boyce Thompson Institute for Plant 
Research site is located in northwest 
Yonkers at 1086 North Broadway. 
In 2006, CoY conducted an RFP in 
which Ted Weinberg LLC placed a 
deposit, but never paid the balance, 
and also did not meet the required due 
diligence required of Weinberg within 
the 13 months demand of the contract. 
Yonkers Tribune has learned that 
Mayor Mike Spano’s Administration 
has been solicitous in their outreach 

to Mr Weinberg’s firm to no avail 
bringing about a continuing effort for 
development of this unique property 
and location.

 “After standing for years as a 
blighted property in an otherwise 
prosperous area, the Boyce Thompson 
site hopefully will soon be part of the 
economic revitalization for the City 
of Yonkers,” said Mayor Spano. “A 
building with such unique architecture 
and prime location should be restored 

and utilized for the benefit of residents, 
visitors and to further the economic 
development goals of the City.”

The building, constructed in 
1930, is currently vacant and expe-
riencing deterioration of both the 
building and adjacent greenhouses. 
Applicants responding to the RFP 
will be expected to promote a plan 
that supports the redevelopment of the 
site for commercial uses. Applicants 
are highly encouraged to consider the 

adaptive reuse of the existing structures 
on the site and their rehabilitation 
using sustainable and preservation 
practices. The City is seeking proposed 
uses on the site, which are designed to 
fit into and enhance the existing char-
acter of the neighborhood.

For more information on the 
Boyce Thompson RFP, visit http://
www.cityofyonkers.com/Index.
aspx?page=2714.

Working to Create Distance between God, Family and Your Soul
COGNITIVE DISTORTIONS II

By GLENN SLABY
It is said, that to hear 
the voice of God, one 
must listen carefully, for 
He comes not in a roar, 
but in a whisper. With 

mental illness there can be no silence, 
only incessant voices. Voices of fear, 
anxiety, insecurity, doubt and envy are 
always attacking, challenging the ego 
and ones self-worth. There can be too 

many voices, trying to get your atten-
tion, trying to overpower the Voice of 
Truth.

In “normal” situations, for me, 
there are thoughts/voices of should, 
should haves, and what ifs. In difficult 
situations, the brain tries to create fear 
through the application of self-protec-
tion where worry and concern drives 
one to “prepare” for any contingency, 
getting the adrenaline flowing to either 
fight or flight. These voices, gremlins 
(labeling them makes the fight easier), 
want me to focus on the possible but 
VERY improbable situations for the 
purpose of making life as uncomfort-
able as possible. Maybe I should call 

these gremlins my little devils turning 
this into a sort of spiritual struggle, 
where I can invoke my allies of prayer 
and the eternal and possibly rendering 
God’s voice a little clearer.

With normal aches and pains 
my mind tries to wander into this 
dangerous territory of false nega-
tive thinking. It will begin as soon as 
I wake up, with my heart racing and 
the brain mislabeling and catastroph-
izes thoughts in the subconscious. This 
type brain mislabeling comes under 
the heading of Cognitive Distortions. 
They are similar to “Stinkin Thinkin”, 
(see my May 31, 2012 column). 
Some web sites such as Psychcentral.

com list 15 common ones. Their defi-
nition is “that our mind convinces 
us of something that isn’t really true. 
These inaccurate thoughts are usually 
used to reinforce negative thinking or 
emotions.” I had already discussed two 
major distortions in the September 
20, 2012 issue – emotional reasoning 
and catastrophizing. Distortions and 
their definitions overlap.

Filtering
Focusing just on the negative 

details and filtering out the positive. 
You only see that facial blemish and 
not the entire person. One really can 
damage a relationship if we cannot 

see the positive in others or the self. 
When I used to build those plastic 
models I could not help but focus on 
the parts where the glue was too visible 
and not the other 40 or 50 pieces. As 
a very religious person, if I concentrate 
too much and not get pass the human 
frailties and weakness of its members, I 
will miss the beauty that is offered.

Polarized (Black or White) 
Thinking

We have to be perfect. My perfor-
mance has to be perfect or I see myself 
as a failure. For me, this can apply to 
any job performance review where one 
slightly critical note implies failure, 
incompetence. Like condemning 
your looks, your entire self-worth 

http://www.cityofyonkers.com/Index.aspx?page=2714
http://www.cityofyonkers.com/Index.aspx?page=2714
http://www.cityofyonkers.com/Index.aspx?page=2714
http://westchesterguardian.com/5_31_12/wg_5_31_fin.pdf
http://westchesterguardian.com/5_31_12/wg_5_31_fin.pdf
http://psychcentral.com/
http://psychcentral.com/
http://westchesterguardian.com/9_20_12/wg_9_20_fin.pdf
http://westchesterguardian.com/9_20_12/wg_9_20_fin.pdf
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St. John's Riverside Hospital is 

proud to introduce the first and 

most comprehensive hernia center 

in Westchester—led by nationally 

renowned surgeon, Dr. Har Chi Lau, 

a pioneer in minimally invasive 

procedures.
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because of that one minor blemish. 
Using the plastic model example, I 
felt that the project was a failure if the 
finished product was not perfect. This 
is also called ‘all or nothing thinking’. 
My faith and spirituality would be in 
serious doubt if I applied this thinking 
and perfectionism to the leaders of my 
Church. I do, however, expect honesty, 
common sense and openness.
Jumping to Conclusions.

Another distortion based on a past 
event like someone not greeting you 
and believing that this was an inten-
tional snub or some future event like a 
dental appointment and expecting the 
worse without evidence or supporting 
facts, fueled by insecurity.

Escaping from these distor-
tions requires discipline and well 
thought out strategies. By using 
Dr. Marsha Linehan’s Dialectical 
Behavior Therapy (DBT), especially 
the Core Mindfulness and Emotional 
Regulation modules (see March 15, 
2012); one can slowly retain some 
sense of normalcy.

Other strategies include deep 
breathing, staying on medications 
and off mood alter drugs, along with 
thinking positive, positive self-talk, 
and avoiding non-judgmental people. 
Also one must immediately substitute 
negative thoughts with positive ones, 
make a daily gratitude list, journalize, 
pray and/or meditate journalize as well 
as getting involved with the creative 
arts and crafts like poetry, painting 
and drawing. Seeking mental health 
professionals (social workers, psychia-
trists and psychologists) is a highly 
recommended strategy for obvious 
reasons such as seeking clarifications, 
guiding you in searching for confi-
dants and assist in setting boundaries 
and priorities.

It is very, very difficult when 
caught in a downward spiral to reverse 
thinking patters and pull oneself 
upward. Personally, I need assistance; 
a clearer voice. Recently, while ‘acci-
dently’ reading a health care article, all 
I could do was maintain an uncom-
fortable emotional level and just hang 
on until I met with my therapist. One 
must NOT constantly and consistent 

bother loved ones, friends and family 
when distorted thoughts take hold. 
This was a mistake I made prior and 
sometimes continue in a lesser extent. 
Damage to relationships can be severe 
and long lasting.

These thoughts, mental illness, 
can take away, hijack bits and pieces of 
your life, your soul. The conversations 
of life, your prayers, the interactions 
with loved ones, are terribly affected. 
At times with my family or at church, 
my mind is so involved with obtrusive 
thoughts that I am emotionally absent, 
a non-participant. Chronic illness, 
however, has also forced me to seek 
the deeper meanings of life, to search 
for God when otherwise I might have 
been searching for the temporary 
pleasures that abound this false path, 
leading nowhere.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. 
A former account with an MBA, Glenn 
suffers from mental illness. He writes 
part-time and works at the New Rochelle 
Public Library and at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital in Harrison, New York, where 
he receives therapy.

Continued from page 8
Working to Create Distance between God, Family and Your Soul

COGNITIVE DISTORTIONS II CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Jack Reed and Louise Bryant
A Fatal Journey

Louise Bryant grieves at John Reed’s coffin lying in state at 
the Labor Temple in Moscow, October 22, 1920.

Before Jack Reed could 
undertake a return trip 
to Russia in 1919, there 
were several matters 
that needed atten-
tion. Back home, the 

Socialist Party he had joined upon his 
return from Russia in 1918 was riven 

by dissension.
A foreign-language-speaking, 

mostly immigrant group led by Louis 
Fraina felt a kinship with the Russian 
Bolsheviks and called for the imme-
diate organization of a Communist 
Party. A rival centrist group, led by 

Continued on page 10
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By SHANNON AYALA
Among “unsung 
heroes” that the City 
Council of Mount 
Vernon honored on 
November 14th, about 

thirty of them had put in “heart” and 

“muscle” into Hurricane Sandy relief 
efforts.

“Although the news media said it 
was coming. I’m sure everyone in this 
room thought, ‘It’s just another one of 
those storms,’” said Council President 
Roberta Apuzzo. “Through it all,” she 
said, “Many people decided to put 

their issues aside and start working for 
their neighbor.”

The council honored two Sandy-
related groups, a relief organization 
that sprung up and members of the 
Mount Vernon’s own labor force.

Councilwoman Karen Watts-
Yehuda honored a group of women 

known as the Sisters of the Heart for 
using social media and an appropriate 
facility to run a food operation for 
locals and a donation drive for Sandy’s 
hardest hit victims in the southern, 
coastal areas of New York City.

They delivered 250 thousand 
meals, truckloads of clothes, toilet trees, 
cleaning products and other house-
hold items to people in Staten Island 

Continued on page 11

Benjamin Gitlow, proposed making 
the existing Socialist Party more 
revolutionary and to become the 
Communist Labor Party.

Jack Reed cast his lot with Gitlow, 
no longer in the majority. At the 
Socialist Party’s convention in Chicago 
in September of 1919 the two hostile 
groups remained poles apart.

False Papers
When Jack heard that Louis 

Fraina was on his way to Moscow, 
he became convinced that he should 
hasten there himself. Although he was 
under surveillance by the U.S. govern-
ment, he arranged to be hired as a 
stoker on a Swedish freighter using 
forged seaman’s papers bearing the 
name “Jim Gormley.”

To reach Moscow it would be 
necessary to pass through regions torn 
by civil war. Nevertheless, Jack was 
convinced he could make the round 
trip quickly and be home in three short 
months.

The crossing was slow and the 
work of firing the boilers of a steamship 
was tiring. Jack jumped ship when the 
vessel reached Bergen, Norway. Local 
socialists took him to Christiania (now 
Oslo), where he learned troubling 
news from Russia.

Things were going badly for 
the Red Army. A White Army was 
approaching Petrograd from the 
Baltic. Another force pushing up from 
the south was within 250 miles of 
Moscow.

Reed was able to travel in 
Scandinavia and Russia only because 
a sort of Bolshevik underground 
railway existed, composed of friendly 
radical sympathizers. Making his 
way to Stockholm in Sweden, he was 
smuggled aboard a ship crossing the 
Baltic and brought to a safe house near 
Helsinki, in Finland, where he spent 

two restless weeks.
Traveling by sleigh and on foot 

through the subarctic landscape he 
reached Petrograd, which was no 
longer the capital. (In the spring of 
1918 the Soviet government had 
moved to Moscow.) His mission 
was to plead for recognition of the 
Communist Labor Party, and he 
hurried to Moscow.

It soon became obvious that a quick 
decision would not be made. Eventually, 
the Bolshevik government recom-
mended that a convention be held 
and that both competing American 
Communist parties be merged.

Although he was facing trial and 
probable imprisonment in the U.S., 
Jack decided to leave Russia in early 
February of 1920 and return home. 
The first attempt ended in failure 
in Latvia because of civil clashes. 
His second attempt was an absolute 
disaster. Carrying concealed diamonds 
and money provided by the Bolshevik 
government to aid the Communist 
cause in the U.S., he hid in the engine 
room of a freighter at the port of 
Abo. Reed was quickly discovered by 
Finnish customs agents and sent to jail.

Charged with smuggling, he 
was held in jail at the request of an 
American government unhappy with 
his radical activities. After almost three 
months in solitary confinement, Jack 
was permitted to return to Russia by 
way of Estonia. He caught a ferry in 
Helsinki for the short trip across the 
Gulf of Finland.

Because Louise was under surveil-
lance in the U.S., in a carefully worded 
cable from Tallinn (formerly Revel), 
the capital, he wrote, “Temporarily 
returning headquarters. Come if 
possible,” and boarded a train for 
Petrograd. Louise understood the 
message.

Reunion with Jack
First, she obtained press creden-

tials from Hearst’s International News 

Service. Knowing she would be denied 
a passport, she quietly made prepara-
tions to smuggle herself illegally out 
of the U.S. Posing as the wife of a 
Swedish businessman, she embarked 
from New York aboard a Swedish 
steamer and arrived in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, on August 11.

Radical friends advised her to 
avoid traveling in Finland and to enter 
Russia by sea. She reached Narvik, 
an ice-free port in Norway inside 
the Arctic Circle, by train. There she 
found fishermen willing to bring 
her along the rugged coast in stages 
to the Russian port of Murmansk, a 
dangerous destination because it was 
in Allied hands.

In the meantime, Jack Reed had 
attended the Second Congress of 
the Communist International (the 
Comintern), known as the Third 
International, in Moscow, but was 
disappointed. Instead of continuing to 
foster the idea of world revolution, its 
focus was on solidifying the control of 
the Bolshevik party in Russia.

Unfortunately, Jack was not in 
Moscow when Louise arrived. He 
was attending a conference of the 
Peoples of the East at Baku, on the 
Western shore of the Caspian Sea in 
the Caucasus.

Jack and Louise did not reunite in 
Moscow until September 15. Louise 
later wrote, “We were terribly happy to 
find each other.” He seemed “older and 
sadder and grown strangely gentle.” 
His clothes were in rags and his flesh 
hung loosely on his big frame.

Ten days after returning from 
Baku Jack began to feel ill, complaining 
of dizziness and sharp headaches. A 
Russian doctor mistakenly diagnosed 
the illness as influenza. After five days 
the symptoms grew worse and he 
became delirious. Jack was moved to 
Moscow’s Mariinsky Hospital, where 
his condition was diagnosed as typhus.

Friends scoured the city for medi-
cine. Because of the Allied blockade of 

Russian ports, medical supplies were 
scarce and nothing could be found. 
Louise sat at his bedside around the 
clock to comfort him. Soon it became 
difficult for him to swallow, and his 
body slowly began to waste away. 
Peasant nurses slipped off to a chapel 
to burn candles for his recovery.

In the early hours of the morning 
of October 17, 1920, five days before 
what would have been his 33rd 
birthday, Jack Reed’s heart stopped 
beating.

Alone
His body was carried from his 

hospital bed to the Labor Temple, 
also known as the Trade Union Hall, 
on the shoulders of Russian workers. 
It lay in state for a week on a dais 
banked with flowers and surrounded 
by colorful revolutionary posters. Also 
in evidence were the wreaths of gaily 
painted tin flowers used regularly in 
funerals of the poor.

On Saturday, October 23 a mili-
tary band playing a doleful funeral 
march led the procession to Red 
Square. As a mixture of wet snow 
and rain began to fall, speeches were 
made in English, French, German and 
Russian. A backdrop above the grave-
-a large red banner decorated with gilt 
letters in Russian--proclaimed, “The 
leaders die, but the cause lives on.”

Jack Reed’s gravesite lies beside the 
massive red brick wall of the Kremlin 
in a small cemetery reserved for revo-
lutionary heroes. Legend wrongly has 
it that Jack Reed is the only American 
to be buried in the Kremlin site. An 
urn containing the ashes of labor 
leader Big Bill Haywood, who was 
present at Reed’s funeral and who died 
in Moscow in 1928, is also interred 
there.

Louise wrote two poems that 
Max Eastman would later publish in 
The Liberator, successor to The Masses. 
The first, “In Memory,” evokes the 
house on Mt. Airy in Croton. It begins:

Now you are gone--and past our garden 
hedge
Walk strangers . . . little knowing
How brave and fine a soul
Has loved these clapboard walls,
That scraggling lilac, yonder spreading 
elm.

The poem ends:
What matter if I wake in tears at 
cock-crow?
I’ll have the dreams again at night . . .
And after many dreams, the long dream
From which I’ll wake not
And no spell of stars be broken.
The second poem, “Aftermath,” 
captured her desperation:
Dear, they are singing your praises,
Now you are gone.
But only I saw your going
 I . . . alone . . . in the dawn.
Dear, they are weeping about you,
Now you are dead,
And they’ve placed a granite stone
Over your head.
I cannot cry any more,
Too burning deep is my grief. . , .
I dance through my spendthrift days
Like a fallen leaf.
Faster and faster I whirl
Toward the end of my days.
Dear, 1 am drunken with sadness
And lost down strange ways.
If only the dance would finish
Like a flash in the sky . . . oh, soon,
If only a storm would come shouting
Hurl me past stars and moon!

Louise found herself stranded 
in Russia without a passport, unable 
to return home. Resolving to pick up 
the pieces of her journalistic career, 
she soon became William Randolph 
Hearst’s most adventurous and enter-
prising foreign correspondent.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book 
publisher and local historian. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

PEOPLE

Jack Reed and Louise Bryant
Continued from page 9

Mount Vernon Honors Hurricane Heroes

DPW “Muscle” workers take the 
stage at Mt Vernon City Hall.
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A Women’s 
Networking Group

B.I.G Putnam County
Join Putnam County Leader Burdette Rocco for our next meeting!

RSPV By Oct. 26
besbuz@gmail.com

845.282.6671
www.BelieveInspireGrow.com

Wed., Nov. 28th 6:30-8:30PM:
Speaker: Donna Pepe

 Brainstorming Business Ideas
Arturo’s Restaurant 878 Rte 6, Mahopac

Complete Meals Available for $19.99

  Wednesday, Nov. 28th 6:30-8:30PM
Speaker: Donna Pepe

“Brainstorming Business Ideas”

Putnam County B.I.G. welcomes you to the greatest
Networking Support Group that is new, but exciting to try out.  

Your first meeting is Free, then $35/meeting! 

Do you have a business or perhaps have other things you would like to 
discuss?  Would you perhaps like to work, or get out for a night? Well, with 

our  Putnam County B.I.G. you never know where it could take you, help you
 envision or or even dream of doing until you come out and see for yourself! 

You have nothing to lose and 
all to gain by trying it out. We 
look forward to seeing you.  

Our Guest Speakers have great 
information!

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my 
degrees from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by 
the American Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of 
research and professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiri-
tual well-being of my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative 
relationship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknow-
able. You’ll also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and 
purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADVERT ISEMENT

ADVERT ISEMENT

PEOPLE

914.630.1928
By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

and the Rockaways, a spokeswoman 
accepting the award said. They also 
fed 900 Mount Vernon families when 
power was out and food had spoiled 
for many local people.

“It is a feeling that we have that 
it is so overpowering that we can 
help somebody,” a woman from the 
group said, adding that the group will 
continue to do other things.

On November 3rd, a few days 
after the storm, Mount Vernon sent 
an email blast to its news subscribers 
advising that 5,000 customers were 
without power. By the tenth it was 
down to 162 customers. By the day of 
the honor ceremony, only three people 
were without power.

Councilman Richard Thomas 
honored twenty men known as “the 
Muscle,” or Department of Public 
Works, which maintains the infra-
structure of the city.

“When Superstorm Sandy came 
and hit, these guys sprung into action,” 
said Thomas. He said they coordinated 

closely with Con Edison and the 
Mount Vernon Police Department; 
removed trees that had fallen on 
homes.

Con Ed spoke well of them, he 
said, adding that Mount Vernon was 
one of the first cities completely back 
to power: “quicker than New Rochelle, 
quicker than White Plains, quicker 
than Scarsdale,” he said, listing more 
towns under applause.

When the nor’easter dubbed 
“Athena” hit the region on November 
7th, the drop in temperature, the harsh 
winds and snow made things even 
worse for many without heat, as it did 
for many in the region. Councilman 
Thomas acknowledged the depart-
ment for their work on that day.

“They were out there early when 
it snowed and removed that 15 inches 
of snow without complaint. And even 
without a contract right now.”

In all, it was said that the depart-
ment removed about a hundred trees 
from houses and roads; unclogged 
sewers; risked their lives to remove live 
wires.

“They really showed what they 
could do during a time of distress 
when the city needed them the most,” 
Commissioner Curtis Woods said.

Mr. Thomas brought coffee and 
donuts to the team during the storm 
and was with them for the duration, 
advised Commissioner Woods.

“You see all different shapes, sizes 
colors, but these are my brothers. I 
swear to God,” one of the “Muscle” 
men said. “I’ve been through a few 
storms and this storm was hard. People 

were applauding when we showed up 
on the scene,” he said. “Like my fellas 
like to say, we go hard. And that’s 
exactly what we do.”

“This is the brotherhood that I was 
waiting for for years,” said Councilman 
Yuhanna Edwards.

A homeowner, from Sisters of the 
Heart, said, “I prayed hard for ya’ll. You 
were great. You were respectable. They 
all were just so nice.”

Another department worker said, 
“These are my brothers. What they did 

in this storm; and me as a tree man, 
and seeing what they did, second to 
none.”

The council also honored individ-
uals including Robert DeBenedictis, 
Joan Horton, and rapper Ali Thomas 
Guest.

Shannon Ayala is a Class of 2013 
student at the CUNY Graduate School 
of Journalism. He also writes New 
York environmental news for www.
Examiner.com. His work can be found at 
www.SEArchives.wordpress.com.

Mount Vernon Honors Hurricane Heroes

Sisters of the Heart accept honor from Councilwoman Karen Watts-Yehudah.
Councilman Richard Thomas honors 

the DPW “Muscle” workers.

Continued from page 10

CrossTalk
By RICH MONETTI
On Thursday 
October 25th, the 
Katonah Museum 
hosted the second of 
this year’s CrossTalk 

series with New York Times reporter 
Milt Freudenheim and actress Jane 
Alexander. “A cultural mash up – 
experts on fascinating topics colliding 
in the same space,” is how the Fall/
Winter monthly intersection bills 
itself.

Mr. Freudenheim deferred to 
the Emmy Award winning actress to 
initiate the evening. “I’m here to open 

for Jane Alexander,” he joked.
Nonetheless, he held his own 

with a series of career snippets and life 
lessons from his chosen field. “We used 
to have an old newspaper saying, if 
your mother says she loves you – check 
it out,” he recalled.

That was easily verifiable in 
witnessing one of the odder stories 
associated with Fidel Castro’s visit to 

New York after the Cuban Revolution. 
Used to slaughtering a meal before 
preparing, said Freudenheim, “Castro 
actually had live chickens running 
around his hotel room.”

Actress Geraldine Page was on 
the receiving end of a similar sense 
of urgency at the hands of Adlai 
Stevenson during a UN conference. 

(L-R): Actress/Activist Jane Alexander, Moderator Ginny Gold 
and New York Times Reporter Milt Freudenheim

Continued on page 12
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“She was shocked to find his hand on 
her knee under the table,” he remem-
bered her account.

Above the fray, meeting Eleanor 
Roosevelt as the New York Times UN 
Correspondent was one of his more 
memorable moments – especially 
in regards to what it revealed of the 
American icon. Seated at a table with 
delegates from Latin America, Africa 
and Asia, she kept shifting around 
the table and made herself available to 
all. “It was a delight to delegates who 
normally didn’t get that type of atten-
tion,” he said.

That crossed over perfectly to Jane 
Alexander who would go onto star in 
Franklin and Eleanor in 1976. She led 

by explaining that her life has been a 
series of epiphanies, beginning at the 
age of seven when her father took her 
to the ballet. “I was transfixed. I had 
never seen a play or a movie, and I 
thought where has this been my whole 
life,” said Alexander.

She told her father that’s where 
she wanted to be even though ballet 
did not turn out to be the medium. 
Going on to do plays in high school, 
she was on her way but another world 
opened up to her by way of a scary and 
up close introduction to a spider. “I was 
terrified of them,” she says.

Mom allowed one to navigate her 
arm and instructed her daughter that 
all creatures have a purpose. After that, 
Alexander began a double life and an 
undying interest in the natural world 
emerged.

In this, she anticipated a possible 
disappointment among those hoping 

for more a dissertation on her 
Hollywood exploits. “I apologize to 
everyone who was hoping to hear 
about Paul Newman and Robert 
Redford,” she said.

Judging by the response, the audi-
ence was definitely open to learn of an 
activism that began with searching for 
frogs in Boston, along with a fascina-
tion for birds that took off when her 
family moved to the country. There, she 
started to track the return of migrating 
birds, and Alexander’s interest had 
clearly been upped exponentially by 
adulthood as she once found herself 
bird watching in the jungles of Belize.

But the movements of the 60’s 
helped turn her interest into activism. 
“I started by taking part in anti nuclear 
marches and when the test ban treaty 
emerged, I realized change could 
happen,” she said of this epiphany.

Her next awakening took place in 

the 80’s with a visit to the Serengeti. 
The antelopes, ostriches and zebras in 
full expansive view, she said, “most of 
our lives are lived in rectangles. The 
world is not like that. It’s in curves.”

In this, she began an encircling 
activism on the issue of poaching, 
and the attention she would bring to 
the plight of everything from African 
elephants to Sonoran geckos had 
her received the Global Wildlife 
Ambassador Award. “They began this 
position so more lay people would get 
involved in this arena,” she said.

So with less than 300 black rhinos 
remaining and elephants and sharks 
ever dwindling and drowning for 
their ivory and fins, this ambassador 
employed the tactics she utilized as the 
president of the NEA in fighting off 
artistic extinction. “We learned lessons 
there on how to fight the battle,” she 
said in response to a question from the 

audience.
And the New York City ban on 

shark fin soup is among the victims 
but the word from the newspaper 
world remains in decline – especially 
in wake of Newsweek’s decision to 
eliminate its print edition, according 
to Freudenheim. “It’s not a pretty 
picture,” he said.

Ms. Alexander only hopes the 
polar bear can fare better in outlasting 
disappearing ice flows than the print 
medium has in the face of dimin-
ishing subscriptions. “You never know, 
they may adapt,” she said, but getting 
involved is more the aspiration she’s 
after from her position and experience.

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been 
a freelance writer covering Westchester 
County since 2003. Peruse his work at 
http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/

PEOPLE

CrossTalk
Continued from page 11

“Jazz + Blues” is the perfect title for 
Danny’s third album. Actually all of his 
recordings nimbly shift between the 
two genres. A dozen tracks comprise 
“Jazz + Blues” eleven are covers, one is 
written by Caron, and there’s one vocal 
tune that features Maria Muldaur 
singing on a John Martyn song. 
Perusing the song credits it’s easy to 
ascertain that this album is tilted more 
towards jazz with covers by Coltrane, 
Miles, Django, Ellington, plus two 
spirituals with some blues makes this 
latest edition to Caron’s discography a 
solid addition.

The album opens bluesy with 
“Limehouse Blues” (performed in a 
B3 trio ;) it’s a breezy affair too with 
Caron swiftly vamping over Wayne 
De La Cruz’ B3 and Kent Bryson’s 
drums with gorgeous tone and 
creativity. Arranged by Caron the 
spiritual “Deep River” utilizes the same 
trio as track one, but this one’s a tasty 
ballad that oozes with grace and style. 
The B3 trio exits as Maria Muldaur 
lends her vocals on John Martyn’s “I 
Don’t Want To Know” (as a quartet 
with Ruth Davies (bass) and Bobby 

Cochran (drums), from Elvin Bishop’s 
rhythm section, and B3/pianist John 
R. Burr) and it’s a gem, Caron’s guitar 
bites harder here with the addition of 
fuzz effects and Muldaur’s vocals work 
magic on this wisely selected cover 
that sumptuously simmers and slowly 
burns. Coltrane’s “Spiritual” is more 
cerebral than the three opening songs 
where Caron takes us on a heady ride 
and shows off his exquisite and explor-
ative muses that paint colors from the 
entire spectrum, John Burr’s piano solo 
also stands out. Caron’s lone addition 
“Blues Alley (for R.L.J.)” as in Robert 
Lockwood Junior, is a shuffling and 
swinging blues tune where the B3 
trio returns, and Caron’s having a ball 
soloing his butt off and bending strings 
tastefully, where everyone’s right in that 
magic pocket. Neal Hefti and Bobby 
Troup’s classic “Girl Talk” has been 
often covered, but it’s especially deli-
cious here. From the historic “Kind 
of Blue” album Miles Davis’ “Freddie 
Freeloader” gets rearranged styl-
ishly with a sultry vamp from the B3 
grooves of De La Cruz, and Caron’s 
comps and solos are also seductively 

sweet and sharp. South African 
breezes flow on Abdullah Ibrahim’s 
(also known as Dollar Brand) “Water 
From an Ancient Well.” Danny takes 
on Django’s “Nuages” in a B3 trio that’s 
also a good fit on “Jazz + Blues.” From 
the pens of the Gershwin’s there’s a 
delectable “It Ain’t Necessarily So,” 
that’s pretty bluesy too with some 
tender licks from Caron’s guitar. Via the 
Charles Brown songbook (which was 
also the title track from Danny’s prior 
boss) is Duke Ellington’s “I’m Just a 
Lucky So and So” here performed with 
the B3 trio yet it’s different than the 
Charles Brown version (no Wardell 
Quezergue arrangements here) but it’s 
probably a reverent tip of the hat to the 
man Caron road with and arranged for 
during Brown’s later years, sweet. This 
classy album concludes with a spiri-
tual reading of “Gonna Set Down and 
Rest Awhile,” but it’s far from tender as 
Danny cuts through it with fuzzed-out 
tone, the entire ensemble coagulates 
especially Burr’s flavorful piano fills 
and B3, it’s a near perfect closing selec-
tion to “Jazz + Blues.”

Words that come to mind when 

thinking about Danny Caron’s bluesy 
and jazzy guitar playing is his fluidity 
and dexterity that also evokes adven-
ture, plus his tone offers what many 
guitarists would kill for. It was no 
wonder that the great Charles Brown 
utilized his services for so many years. 
Closing thought: Danny’s debut solo 
album “Good Hands” was released 

in ’03, his previous “How Sweet It Is” 
came along in ’08. I find that waiting 
four years is just too long for “Jazz + 
Blues.” So come on Danny keep the 
good tunes coming, and please don’t let 
us wait too long for the next one, but 
thank you for “Jazz + Blues.”

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Danny Caron “Jazz + Blues” www.DannyCaron.com
“A Little More Jazz than Blues, and it’s all very tasty”

http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.DannyCaron.com
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Continued on page 14

Super Storm Sandy Clean Up Continues
SANDY HOOK RECOVERY

By NANCY KING
Last weekend I had the opportunity 
to assist an acquaintance in the South 
Jersey town of Sandy Hook clean up 
her home in the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy. Slightly north of Point Pleasant, 
New Jersey, this blue collar, middle 
class neighborhood sits on a brackish 
marshland fed by Atlantic Ocean estu-
aries. The homes are old wood frame 
structures that have weathered storms 
before but may never recover from the 
damages bestowed upon them by last 
year’s Hurricane Irene and this year’s 
Sandy.

While the damage here in 
Westchester County was primarily 
from downed trees on wires, the 
marshlands of southern New Jersey 
sustained damage from historically 
high surges in water. Traveling down 
the New Jersey Turnpike through the 
swampland that hugs both the turn-
pike is normally a visually boring ride. 
However, as you begin to edge closer 
to the shore towns of Asbury Park and 
Point Pleasant, you begin to see some 
of the odder calling cards of this storm. 
In the middle of swampland, seem-
ingly miles away from civilization or a 
marina, you begin to see boats sitting 
in the middle of these swamps. Many 
of those private vessels are upside 
down as well. The farther down you 
traveled, more damage became glar-
ingly evident.

Nothing prepared us for what we 

saw when we pulled onto Water Street 
in Sandy Hook. Nearly two weeks 
after the storm, residents were milling 
about their yards; nobody was in their 

respective homes. Looking closer, each 
of those homes had a pink tag affixed 
to their window that indicated the 
homes was structurally unsafe for use. 
The flooding that engulfed many of 
these homes, in some cases reached 
18 feet deep, compromising their 
respective foundations. All but a few 
residents told me they would be aban-
doning their homes, yet only two I met 

advised they had flood insurance. 
Christine and Andy Mellon are 

two residents who have chosen to stay 
and focus on rebuilding their home 
with the help of FEMA and their 
insurance company. They were also one 
of the few couples in the neighborhood 
who had the added protection of flood 
insurance. The task of rebuilding their 
home and their lives will be daunting.

In order to begin that process, 
everything from the basement and 
first floor would have to be removed. 
Sifting through what can be salvaged 
and what is to be thrown away is sort 
of like attending a wake. It’s hard and 

heartbreaking to tell an individual that 
their possessions are not worth saving. 
Watching a young couple throw away 
the history of their life together is gut 
wrenchingly sad. Listening to an elec-
trical contractor tell them that every 
wall on the first floor of their home 
must be opened up to three feet in 
order to re-wire is equally difficult to 
hear. But it is those contractors who 

won’t even step into a house until a 
resident has treated a home for mold 
abatement. It is the sort of interaction 
that is the hardest of all to hear

The mold abatement team I was a 
part of had to scrub walls, ceilings and 
floors of the basement with heated 
bleach and then allowed to dry. Even 
after that treatment, there is no guar-
antee that the mold will be gone. What 
could be salvaged from the basement 
and living area of the home also had to 
be treated with the same heated bleach 
solution before it could be returned 
inside. As a matter of fact, each time we 
went in or out of the home, I reminded 

myself of that pink notification on the 
front door; that we were traversing 
in and out of a home that was quite 
possibly structurally unsound. 

But perhaps the saddest and 
most disturbing moment of the day 
was when the residents of Water 
Street received a Sunday visit from 
the local code enforcement officer. 
Speeding down the street in his own 
private vehicle and not on the clock, 
he proceeded to stomp up and down 

the street berating those who were just 
trying to salvage what few possessions 
they had left. When several neighbors 
queried him as to why he was there 
screaming at them (about where to put 
their garbage or why they were living 
in rented travel trailers) he responded 
in a way that gives every public offi-
cial a bad rap; “I own this street and 
I own all of you too”. Unbelievable! 
This confrontation between an elected 

“Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to play. 
Every individual makes a difference.”-Jane Goodall

Recovery underway.

Unsafe Structure Notice.

A moment of physical rest, mental reflection and anguish. 
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By JOHN SIMON
In his fine recent 
biography, Charles 
Dickens: And the 
Great Theatre of the 
World, Simon Callow 

writes about Dickens’s last, unfinished 
novel, The Mystery of Edwin Drood: 
“Beauty is the mot juste, an entire new 
note of restrained lyricism, in a minor 
key of autumnal eloquence, sounds 
through the pages, alongside the 
familiar melodrama and the accus-
tomed high spirits.”

In the boisterously revived 
musical, “The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood,” Rupert Holmes, who wrote 
(book and lyrics), composed and 
directed it, captures the melodrama 
and high spirits, if not the less stage-
able restrained lyricism and autumnal 
eloquence of Dickens’s original. This 
is an inexhaustibly vibrant work, and 

Holmes’s ingenious dealing with the 
author’s death leaving it unfinished 
only adds to the musical’s charm.

It functions on two levels. We 
get Dickens’s whodunit in a theatrical 
adaptation with delightfully pastiche 
songs, as performed in a Victorian 
London music hall with a flam-
boyant cast and also their turbulent 
offstage carryings-on. There is the 
sinister choirmaster and druggie, John 
Jasper, lusting after the sweet, innocent 
blossom, Rosa Bud, engaged to the 
doomed Drood; the mysterious, exotic 
siblings, Neville and Helena Landless, 
fresh from Ceylon and lusting for 
power; shady Princess Puffer, who 
runs the opium den Jasper frequents; 
the jocundly doddering Reverend 
Crisparcle of the cathedral in this 
provincial town of Cloisterham; the 
drunken tombstone carver Durdles 
and his yokelishly lusty son; and 
the posturing would-be playwright 
Bazzard, portrayed by the would-be 
star Philip Bax. And, of course, the 
music hall’s principal boy, the tempera-
mental Miss Alice Nutting, as Drood. 
Also lesser but colorful townsfolk.

The music-hall Chairman, i.e., 
M.C., a stand-in for Dickens, is our 
wise and witty narrator, a chap who 
can draw laughs from the hoariest 
jokes, and has a marvelous rapport 
with us in the audience. He may even 
exude some of that elusive autumnal 
eloquence.

Holmes’s solution to the missing 
resolution of the novel’s mysteries is 
to let the audience vote on who slew 
Edwin Drood, if murder there was, 
and on the identity of a mystery couple. 

There is supposed to be a different 
ending according to how the vote goes, 
but I suspect that the difference is not 
overwhelming. No matter; it works.

As do the wondrously story-book 
scenery of Anna Louizos, exuberant 
costumes of William Ivey Long, 
and spot on lighting of Brian Nason. 
Warren Carlyle ‘s choreography and 
Scott Ellis’s direction are exemplary, as 
is Paul Gemignani’s customary expert 
conducting.

Nothing but praise is due for Jim 
Norton’s impish Chairman, Stephanie 
J. Block’s prime prima donna Drood, 
Will Chase’s ominous Jasper, the exot-
ically boding siblings of Andy Carl 

and Jessie Mueller, the ambiguously 
cheery cleric of Gregg Edelman, the 
oddball Durdleses, pere et fils of Robert 
Creighton and Nicholas Barasch, and 
the doubly hapless Bazzard-Bax of 
Peter Benson. And for the Princess 
Puffer of the indestructible Chita 
Rivera, advanced of age as she is, yet 
singing, dancing and acting like the 
sprightliest of fillies, rapturous is the 
only word. Not even the most churlish 
curmudgeon could resist her and the 
glittering show she is in.

Much fun is to be had from 
Christopher Durang’s “Vanya and 
Sonia and Masha and Spike,” a 
comedy set in a Bucks County, Pa. 
farmhouse. As designed by David 
Korins, it is a sheer delight, fusing 
invention with acute observation to 
detailed, cozy perfection, making you 
want to move right in.

Three of the principals are siblings 
disturbingly given by their academic, 
theater-loving parents Chekhovian 
names. Perhaps that is why they grew 

up so disenchanted, argumentative, 
and tragicomic in their fifties, in which 
we find them.

Masha has become a screen and 
stage star, now in partial decline, five 
times divorced, and currently with a 
much younger stud, the aspiring actor 
Spike, whose greatest achievement 
so far is having been almost cast on 
TV’s “Entourage 2.” Masha has been 
paying for the upkeep of the farm-
house she hardly ever visits, and for 

official and those storm weary residents 
was so ugly that someone finally called 
the police who sent the code enforce-
ment officer on his way. To those 
readers who think that Westchester 
County has the market cornered on 
unprofessional public servants; Sandy 
Hook has us beat by a mile.

The saddest part of the devasta-
tion from this storm is deeper still. For 
many of the residents of either Sandy 
Hook or Staten Island or Breezy Point 
is the fact that these homeowners 

will still be responsible for paying a 
mortgage and taxes on houses that 
are either worth less than what is 
owed on them and there are others 
who will never receive the amount of 
money from FEMA or their insur-
ance companies to cover the damages 
and loss of possessions. These storms, 
and the painfully slow recovery process 
will of no doubt be the breaking point 
of numerous municipalities and their 
respective residents. If one is lucky 
enough to rebuild, there is no guar-
antee that the next storm isn’t going to 

roll in and do this sort of damage all 
over again.

Several mommy bloggers whom 
I blog with and who are not from the 
mid-Atlantic region wrote recently 
that they didn’t believe the storm was 
as severe as it was or that the damage 
was as widespread or devastating as it 
actually is. Their reasoning is because 
the media had stopped covering the 
aftermath, the storm couldn’t have 
been that bad. Tell that to Christine 
and Andy Mellon.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, New 
York.

Continued on page 15

The daunting cleanup process begins. The daunting cleanup continues.

Super Storm Sandy Clean Up Continues

SANDY HOOK RECOVERY

Continued from page 13

Guffaws Galore

The cast of “The Mystery of Edwin Drood”.

Andy Karl as Neville Landless and 
Jessie Mueller as Helena Landless.

The ca Andy Karl as Neville Landless, 
Peter Benson as Bazzard, Betsy 
Wolfe as Rosa Bud, Will Chase 

as John Jasper, Jessie Mueller as 
Helena Landless, Robert Creighton 

as Durdles, Chita Rivera as The 
Princess Puffer and Gregg Edelman 
as The Reverend Mr. Crisparkle. st 
of “The Mystery of Edwin Drood”.

Eric Sciotto as Mr. Alan Eliot, Shannon 
Lewis as Miss Florence Gill, Kyle 

Coffman as Mr. Christopher Lyon, 
Nicholas Barasch as Deputy, Will 
Chase as John Jasper, and Chita 
Rivera as The Princess Puffer.

Chita Rivera as The Princess puffer, 
Stephanie J. Block as Edwin Drood, 

and Will Chase as John Jasper.

 EYE ON  THEATRE



Page 15THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, NovEmbER 22, 2012

Guffaws Galore
the maintenance of cynical brother 
Vanya, a clandestine playwright, and 
his adopted sister Sonia, a whiny 
wallflower, both totally unemployable. 
There is also the black cleaning lady 
Cassandra, like her mythical namesake 
a steadily unheeded seer, spouting accu-
rate prophecies in garbled Sophoclean 
cum contemporary references.

Wandering in from nearby is 
Nina, a very young would-be actress 
who hero- worships Masha, who, 
however, resents and fears her as a 
possible interest for Spike. She is no 
threat to gay “Uncle Vanya,” with 
whom she strikes up a friendship. She 

gets along also with Spike, a narcis-
sist and exhibitionist ready to drop his 
pants at the drop of a hat or less—also 
to shed his shirt and everything else 
but briefs, to strut his physique.

Masha has been invited to a 
costume party by a neighboring society 
hostess, to which she is willing to take 
her siblings and Skip and, reluctantly, 
Nina. She is going as Walt Disney’s 
Snow White, and Vanya and Nina as 
dwarfs, but Sonia dresses up as Maggie 
Smith in her “California Suite” gown, 
complete with Smith’s husky voice and 
Scottish accent, supposedly portraying 
the Evil Queen. Skip is Prince 
Charming.

Returning after the intermission, 
Masha is distressed for having been 
taken for either Norma Desmond or 

a Hummel figurine, but Sonia was an 
unexpected success, especially with a 
chap called Joe. There are set pieces for 
several characters.

Sonia has an amazed, delightedly 
dithering telephone talk with Joe, who 
calls about a date, and wants her even 
in her own, non-Maggie voice. Nina 
and Cassandra get to act out a scene 
from an unfinished play of Vanya’s, 
where the earth no longer exists. Nina 
plays a molecule and has a quasi-poetic 
soliloquy taking off from the similar one 
of Konstantin in “The Seagull.” Masha 
comments, “Oh, writers ask you to play 
such difficult things. I thought you were 
very good as a molecule, rather ethereal, 
which I always had hoped molecules 
would be.”

Vanya gets an extended tirade 

nostalgically and comically eulo-
gizing the past—everything from the 
old-time TV shows to rotary phones 
you had to stick your finger into and 
postage stamps you had to lick. The 
play ends on a wistful note as the 
siblings watch the nearby pond where 
their beloved blue heron might appear, 
but this time he doesn’t. Is he the blue-
bird of happiness for which all of them 
are yearning?

The cast is noteworthy: David 
Hyde Pierce (Vanya), Sigourney 
Weaver (Masha), Kristine Nielsen 
(Sonia) Billy Magnussen (Skip), 
Shalita Grant (Cassandra) and 
Genevieve Angelson (Nina) under 
Nicholas Martin’s knowing direction.

Photography by and courtesy of Joan 
Marcus.

The Mystery of Edwin Drood is 
being performed at Studio 54, 254 West 
54th Street, (between Broadway and 
Eighth Avenue), New York, NY 10019.

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, 
Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com
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GOVERNMENTSection
A Week Like No Other

By MARY C. MARVIN
This past week was one 
like no other in our 
Village and that may 
be an understatement. 
We so hoped Sandy 

would choose another path, but when 
it became apparent the East Coast 
was in her crosshairs, our Village staff 
ramped up and were ready.

Our Department of Public 
Works cleaned drains, filled and 
distributed sandbags, collected leaves 
so they would not clog sewers, Village 
trees were trimmed and our Village 
fuel pumps were topped off.

We issued a State of Emergency 
to qualify for any FEMA funding, 
suspended parking meter payment 
and enforcement, and allowed all resi-
dents to move cars to higher ground 
and park in any public space.

Pre-storm, our Superintendent of 
Public Works asked Con Ed munic-
ipal liaisons to be assigned to Village 
Hall and we were so fortunate to have 
Vivian Dole and Kerry Karen literally 
working next door to my office 24/7.

Though we were thankfully 
spared any flood and our school never 
lost power, the damage from winds 
and fallen trees was widespread. As 
a percentage of residents, Bronxville 
had more folks without power (94%) 

than any other Westchester commu-
nity. At the peak of the outage, 2,598 
residential accounts in our Village had 
no power.

As a consequence of Sandy’s 
wrath, over 175,000 other 
Westchester residents also lost power 
including three major hospitals, 
dozens of nursing homes, 142 schools, 
over 100 polling places and water and 
sewage plants. These understandably 
became Con Edison’s priority as well 
as the over 500 road closures caused 
by fallen trees and live wires.

After these “critical facilities” were 
restored to power, Con Ed used a 
triage method attending to customers 
with medical issues, then making the 
least complicated repairs followed by 
repairs that re-energized the most 
homes. As is quite logical, one of our 
Con Ed employees explained that if a 
three hour repair can provide power 
to three apartment buildings versus 
the same time expended to re-light 
a 20 house street, they opt for the 
former.

Unfortunately, many of 
Bronxville’s repairs did not involve the 
simple reset of a transformer, rather 
ours proved complex with downed 
trees, wires and broken telephone 
poles complicating the mix.

Our team worked very closely 

with Con Ed in a very polite but firm 
way, and I believe proving the old 
adage that you catch more flies with 
honey than vinegar.

We also were truly blessed 
that our first restoration crew was 
captained by Mike Dillon whom 
we dubbed Mike the Magician. 
To our good fortune, Mike began 
his successful career at Con Ed by 
reading meters in Bronxville so places 
like Prescott Square and Chestnut 
Street were easily located by him. 
We also sent a Department of Public 
Works employee out with the Con 
Ed crews to further familiarize them 
with our winding streets.

The boots on the ground who 
came to help us in the Village were 
superb from Vivian, Kerry, Mike and 
his crew to the wonderful PIKE crew 
from Ocala, Florida who energized 
much of the Hilltop, Sunnybrae and 
Homesdale. And to all your credit, 
they remarked that folks in the 
Village waved to them, clapped, said 
thanks for being here, offered coffee, 
water and heat and clearly understood 
“shooting the messenger” was not 
going to produce results.

Was Con Ed’s response text-
book? Absolutely not. Should they 
be vilified for political gain, absolutely 
not. Upon reflection, I think Con 
Ed’s own worst enemy was Con Ed. 
If anyone invites me to a “Lessons 
Learned”, the following are just some 

of the glaring and so easily fixable 
gaps in their response to the crisis.

Label your trucks – for the first 
two to three days every community 
saw “Cut and Clear” trucks which 
were responsible for only working 
in tandem with local Department of 
Public Works to remove trees and 
deactivate wires. However, from a 
public relations standpoint, residents 
saw trucks for hours in the Village and 
yet not one house was re-energized. 
The confusion of mission only served 
to frustrate. We canceled Halloween 
precisely because we had over 50 live 
wires throughout the Village during 
this period.

Have the “Site Safety” team wear 
vests saying as much so folks will 
know they are there to guard a live 
wire from pedestrian or auto traffic. If 
these fellows read the paper and drink 
coffee because no one is near the wire, 
it is not a dereliction of their specific 
duty. It is only “restoration crews” 
which should be so marked that have 
the skill and expertise to re-power 
lines.

Con Ed has actual phone staff 
telling residents, “The Village is a 
low priority”, “There are no trucks in 
your community,” “You are only one 
of two houses without power in your 
neighborhood” – all of which seemed 
to come out of whole cloth and only 
served to frustrate Villagers and 
necessitate calls to Village Hall.

Also, robo calls with an ETA 
of service resumption should not be 
transmitted unless the reliability is 
above 90%. Many residents relied 
on these calls in terms of whether to 
leave town or gauge grocery purchases 
only to have them prove unreliable.

And in the real “head scratcher” 
moment for me, in 2012 why are 
repeated calls of our particular outages 
the best method for translating an elec-
trical problem? Can it not be deduced 
that if 50 Park and 54 Park do not have 
power, that 52 Park also on the same 
feeder does not have power?

That being said, our Village 
worked as a team. Our cooperation 
with our Con Ed representatives was 
friendly in spite of escalating tensions 
and the extraordinary restraint and 
perspective of all of our residents in 
acknowledging frustration but also 
seeing the Village as part of a whole, 
far bigger, spectrum of loss on the 
East Coast.

Once we have taken the time to 
review the response of the Village and 
Con Ed on dealing with Hurricane 
Sandy, our next conversation must now 
center on the cost and possible imple-
mentation of underground wires.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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OP EDSection

Klein to King a New Leader
THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY – The 
moment Senator Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester) has been 
waiting for may be upon 

him.
Brewing in the halls of the state 

capitol leadership is the fate of the state’s 
upper chamber, the New York State 
Senate.

Republicans have control over 
31 seats with Democrat-elect Simcha 
Felder pledging support for the GOP.

Now eyes are on the newly created 
46th Senate District, thus with a 

Republican win would give the GOP a 
magic 32 seat majority. 

Cecilia Tkaczyk, a Democrat is in 
a showdown brawl over absentee ballots 
against Republican George Amedore. 

Pundits never expected the race to 
be so close.

As of print deadline Tkaczyk trails 
Amedore by 50 votes. 

Democrat Terry Gipson is in a 
safer battle against incumbent Senator 
Steven Saland. Gipson has a sizable 
lead, but the votes have not all been 
counted.

If both Tkaczyk and Gipson are 
proven victorious, focus will become 

intense on Klein and the Independent 
Democratic Conference (IDC), an 
independent four-person breakaway 
group.

Klein and his IDC allies are needed 
if the Democrats are to regain control of 
the chamber.

Klein insists the IDC will operate 
with some coalition-style govern-
ment; as in the past term. Make no 
mistake about it, Senate Democrats 
will cry coup if the IDC votes to keep a 
Republican in the majority leader spot.

Senate Democrats hope pressure 
from key groups will provide some 
political backing to influence Klein.

Héctor Figueroa, President of 32BJ 
of the Service Employees International 
Union in a statement said Democrats 

won the majority in the chamber fair 
and square and are needed to enact 
an agenda that “represents the inter-
ests of middle-class and working class 
families.”

“The voters of New York have 
spoken, and we expect a Democratic 
majority in the State Senate,” continued 
Figueroa.

Not so fast though. Votes. You have 
to count all the votes.

Sad to say, the reality over the lead-
ership pecking order is the talk of the 
town. Further still, racial sensibilities 
have revealed themselves an important 
concern to the political culture of the 
Senate Democratic Conference. It is an 
issue not often broached publicly, but it 
is what it is.

African-American members are 
very concerned about losing the lead-
ership post, which has gone to a black 
senator since November 2002 when 
David Paterson ousted then Senate 
Minority Leader Marty Connor. 

Right now there’s no practical 
reason for Klein to open his mouth. 
However, when all the votes are counted 
and Klein and the IDC find themselves 
in a very powerful position appointing 
the next leader for the New York State 
Senate, we expect Klein to be very vocal.

It will be Klein’s moment to shine. 
Everyone will remember his name.
Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany 
Correspondent column. Direct comments 
and inquiry to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

OP-ED

Astorino: A Failure Across The Board?
By BARY ALYSSA 
JOHNSON
After failing in his 
first bid to run for the 
Westchester County 

Executive office, Robert Astorino even-
tually succeeded in convincing local 
residents to give him a chance and he 
went on to take the coveted Executive 
seat in 2009. While he claims to have 
been a superlative politician during his 
time in office, other key members of 
county government maintain that he’s 
been anything but.

As the acting day-to-day manager 
of the county operation, Astorino 
says he is responsible for three main 
“guideposts.” They include: protecting 
taxpayers, providing essential services 
and promoting economic development. 
In broader terms the County Executive 
is generally given full responsibility for 
the total operation of all departments 
based on general directives provided by 
the elected county government.

Regardless of the definition, some 
members of the county government, 
including Legislator William “Bill” 
Ryan say that Astorino is not only 
failing the legislative branch of county 
government, but is giving Westchester 
residents the short end of the stick, to 
put it in the most polite terms possible.

County government, if oper-
ating properly, can be one of the most 
important governments that the people 
have. To ensure that the county is func-
tioning right it is essential that both 

branches involved in the operation of 
the county – the executive and legisla-
tive – are working together, in a cohesive 
partnership.

“When you look at the [County] 
Executive, the decisions made by [him] 
include interpreting laws enacted by the 
legislature, interpreting resolutions and 
policies coming from the Legislature,” 
Ryan told The Westchester Guardian in 
an interview. “If the Executive chooses 
to ignore the important process and 
ignore decisions of the Legislature then 
you’ll probably run into trouble, you’ll 
run into conflict and create gridlock 
that really works against the people of 
the county.”

As a representative of the 
Legislative branch, Ryan says he vehe-
mently opposes Astorino’s frequent 
habit of circumventing the legislature; 
acting as if the Legislature is an obstruc-
tion in the middle of the road that the 
Executive must go around.

“That’s not the right attitude for 
one branch to have about the other, 
that’s the problem with Astorino’s 
attitude toward the Legislature,” Ryan 
said. “It undermines the county’s ability 
to be a top performer…we’d be much 
stronger if there was a greater level of 
cooperation between the two branches.”

In an interview with The Westchester 
Guardian, Astorino himself stated that 
while he works on and agrees with the 
legislative body on some things, “we’ve 
disagreed on major things, but that’s 
okay.”

Is it really okay, Mr. Astorino?
When asked to rate Astorino’s 

ability to deal with issues affecting 
Westchester, Ryan replied that after 
having separated the speeches and the 
rhetoric from the action and imple-
mentation of policy that he’s seen over 
the past three years, when looking at 
the issues and all the major challenges 
facing the county, that he had to rate 
Astorino’s performance as unsatisfac-
tory across the board.

“His is a very reactionary approach 
to governing. I think the administration 
is very inflexible, it’s backward-looking, 
it’s intransigent in so many ways,” Ryan 
said. “Because this is his approach he 
doesn’t take on the major challenges 
and work to achieve positive outcomes.”

However, Astorino maintains that 
he does take on big challenges and that 
he has made a tremendous amount of 
progress in providing essential services 
to Westchester residents.

“There are so many people in this 
county in need and the government 
should be able to help them and we 
are,” Astorino said. “We have services 
for children and women, programs to 
end homelessness, to help victims of 
domestic violence, help veterans, help 
seniors.”

According to Ryan, however, 
Astorino seems to be doing his best to 
set these very programs up to fail. One 
example where Ryan feels Astorino 
really struck out relates to daycare and 
cutting financial aid to single parents 

and working guardians.
“[Astorino] completely circum-

vented the Board of Legislators and 
[the] law that we put into place,” Ryan 
said. “His decision to increase child care 
costs reverses many years of progress 
made by this county to provide needed 
financial relief to working parents who 
would qualify for it.”

Ryan says that recent discussions 
held between members of the Board 
of Legislators caused him to focus 
on another way in which Astorino 
has failed to offer up programs to the 
county’s struggling residents: his deal-
ings with local non-profit agencies. 
Ryan feels that what Astorino is prac-
ticing with respect to how he handles 
these important agencies is “totally 
unacceptable.”

“Our non-profit agencies have 
helped the county provide vital 
programs and services for our residents, 
especially women, children and seniors,” 
Ryan said. “Astorino has disregarded 
these agencies. He starves them in the 
budget process each year and he starves 

them of county financial assistance, he 
delays the signing of their contracts. 
Because of those two acts he’s devas-
tating their budget and financial plan.”

Astorino is up and running for 
re-election to his County Executive 
position next year. Legislator Ryan 
thinks that Westchester residents 
deserve more than what is currently 
being offered and as such, has decided 
to run against Astorino in 2013.

“We’ve certainly arrived at a cross-
roads and [our] residents need to decide 
what kind of county they wish to live 
in,” Ryan said. “If residents are going 
to ensure Westchester’s greatness, we 
can collectively make a major change in 
the Executive office to someone who is 
forward-thinking, someone that would 
provide progressive, open-minded lead-
ership for the county.”

So, dear readers, it’s important that 
you do your homework and take all of 
this into consideration when you cast 
your ballot for County Executive next 
November. Rock the vote!

Westchester County Executive, 
Robert Astorino

Legislator William “Bill” Ryan

mailto:carlgonz1@gmail.com
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By ANITA L. STAVER
Tune in for the latest 
episode of As the 
Military World Turns…

In a scandalous 
story with more 

twists and turns than the road to 
Hana, we see a married CIA director 
who resigned after an affair with his 
Harvard-educated biographer, discov-
ered because of her harassing emails 
targeting a doctor’s wife who was the 
CIA director’s “close friend,” read by 
an FBI agent who emailed shirtless 
pictures of himself that were uncovered 
in an investigation of “inappropriate 
communications” between a Marine 

General and the doctor’s wife, whose 
twin sister used personal recommenda-
tions from the CIA Director and the 
Marine in a contentious custody battle.

Will we learn the truth in next 
week’s episode? Has the ex-CIA 
director told everything to Congress? 
Did the FBI agent attach the wrong 
photograph? Will the doctor retire over 
Obamacare? Is one sister really the evil 
twin?

This story, fit only for daytime 
television, is the obsession of the main-
stream media and 12,000+ online news 
reports. The Petraeus affair raises legiti-
mate concerns of national security and 
moral integrity, but please spare us the 

Continued on page 18

Advice to Both Republicans and Democrats
By ED KOCH
President Barack 
Obama won reelection 
in a blowout. Some 
will ask how I can 
say “blowout” when 

he narrowly won the popular vote. 
President Obama won by a margin 
of about 3 million votes, winning 
62,085,892 votes, compared with Mitt 
Romney’s 58,777,012 votes. However, 
the President handily won the electoral 
college by a majority of 332 to 206. 
Two-hundred and seventy electoral 
votes were needed to win.

The Republicans kept control 
of the House of Representatives, but 
lost seats, so that the House formerly 
242 Republicans and 193 Democrats, 
is now 233 Republicans and 194 
Democrats. There are still a number of 
races that haven’t been decided.

In the Senate, the Democrats won 
an additional 2 seats, so that they now 
have a majority of 55, but still lack the 
super majority of 60 needed to end 
a filibuster. In the last Congress, the 
Republicans never actually filibustered; 
they merely threatened to filibuster, and 
the Democrats caved. The Republicans 
should no longer be permitted to simply 
threaten. They should have to actually 
begin the filibuster and see how long 
the Democratic leadership gives them 
before calling for a simultaneous vote 
ending the filibuster and a vote on the 
legislation with the assistance of five 
Republican moderates.

Obama carried all but one of the 

battleground states, and that was North 
Carolina. Florida was not called until 
several days after the national vote, but 
ultimately was carried by Obama by 
the narrowest of margins, 50 percent to 
49.1 percent, a difference of only 74,000 
votes. I was particularly interested in 
Florida, having provided to the Obama 
campaign two op eds, two robo calls 
and one five-minute video commercial, 
which they split in two and played on 
the Obama website. I was pleased to 
get from my campaign contact after the 
election the following e-mail message: 
“Mayor, I can’t begin to adequately express 
my personal gratitude for your critical lead-
ership throughout this past year. I know 
that it was not always an easy thing to 
be in the trenches with us. Judging by the 
narrow margin in Florida, it’s evident 
that your support was invaluable...”

On Geraldo Rivera’s radio show, 
both Bill O’Reilly and I participated 
by telephone and O’Reilly agreed 
that Obama had had a big victory, but 
objected to my calling it a blowout. I 
think I was right to do so but, in any 
event, winning is always better than 
losing, no matter the margin of victory.

What lessons should the 
Republicans take from their loss; and 
what should the Democrats do with 
their victory over the next four years?

The core or base of the Republican 
Party since the election of Ronald 
Reagan has been the Christian right, 
especially the Evangelicals in the South 
and Midwest. The New York Times 
of November 10, 2012, in an article by 
Laurie Goodstein, provided the best 

analysis of the many I read and heard 
in the media. She wrote: “They are 
reeling not only from the loss of the presi-
dency, but from what many of them see as 
a rejection of their agenda. They lost fights 
against same-sex marriage in all four states 
where it was on the ballot, and saw anti-
abortion-rights Senate candidates defeated 
and two states vote to legalize marijuana 
for recreational use. It is not as though they 
did not put up a fight; they went all out 
as never before: The Rev. Billy Graham 
dropped any pretense of nonpartisan-
ship and all but endorsed Mitt Romney 
for president. Roman Catholic bishops 
denounced President Obama’s policies as 
a threat to life, religious liberty and the 
traditional nuclear family. Ralph Reed’s 
Faith and Freedom Coalition distributed 
more voter guides in churches and contacted 
more homes by mail and phone than ever 
before. ‘Millions of American evangelicals 
are absolutely shocked by not just the presi-
dential election, but by the entire avalanche 
of results that came in,’ R. Albert Mohler 
Jr., president of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, in Louisville, Ky., 
said in an interview. ‘It’s not that our 
message - we think abortion is wrong, we 
think same-sex marriage is wrong - didn’t 
get out. It did get out. It’s that the entire 
moral landscape has changed,’ he said. ‘An 
increasingly secularized America under-
stands our positions, and has rejected them.’”

The lesson for the Republicans 
is they will never win future presiden-
tial elections unless and until their 
platform accommodates diversity of 
opinion on hot-button issues such as 
abortion, same-sex marriage and use 

of medical or recreational marijuana. 
The Republicans have increasingly 
sought to impose by law their reli-
gious beliefs on others. If their party is 
to remain a national party, they should 
seek to persuade and educate, not to 
mandate by law. The best example of 
the Republican failed effort to mandate 
that contributed to their defeat was 
their platform on abortion, which advo-
cates legislation barring abortion, even 
to save the life of the mother or in cases 
of rape or incest.

Then there are the “third rail” 
issues of Medicare, Social Security and 
Medicaid. They should know by now 
that, while the public understands these 
contracts with the government must be 
made solvent via reductions in benefits, 
the government contracts cannot be 
privatized. The Republican Party can 
still advocate for changes in the roles 
of both the federal and state govern-
ments. It can argue against government 
guarantees that protects the public 
against losses in the event of misfor-
tune caused by nature or the economy. 
Both parties argue against red tape and 
bureaucracy. But the Republican Party 
seeks to substantially deregulate Wall 
Street and the banking industry, while 
the Democratic Party seeks to protect 
consumers to a far greater extent. Its 
support of Wall Street, the banks and 
opposition to increasing taxes on the 
truly wealthy have caused the public to 
see the Republican Party as a protector 
of the rich. For them to continue with 
that philosophy would be one of their 
greatest continuing blunders. My advice 
is, they should study the history and 
policies of Abe Lincoln and use his 
image in the same way we Democrats 

use the image of F.D.R. Currently, 
they only use Lincoln dinners to raise 
campaign funds.

President Obama’s response to 
his huge electoral victory should be to 
accept the fact that the Republicans 
still control one-third of the legislative 
process: the House of Representatives. 
He should make every effort to reach 
agreement with the Republicans on the 
vitally important fiscal cliff issues such 
as revenue raising and expense cutting, 
reducing the national debt, revising 
the tax code and eliminating loop-
holes. I, for one, liked the idea that Mitt 
Romney offered in the last few weeks 
of the campaign which was to limit all 
loopholes available to an individual to 
a maximum of $25,000. The taxpayer 
would then decide how to distribute 
that amount among his allowable 
deductions for interest on mortgage and 
charitable contributions, etc.

President Obama should also 
identify half a dozen issues that he 
would like to be part of his legacy and, 
irrespective of Republican support, seek 
to accomplish them in this, his last term.

A good rule of thumb, I believe, in 
compromising differences based on the 
outcome of the elections would be 60 
percent of the issues should be resolved 
in favor of the victors - Democrats 
and 40 percent in favor of the losers - 
Republicans. What do you think?
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch 
served as a member of Congress from New 
York State from 1969 through 1977, and 
New York City as its 105thMayor from 
1978 to 1989.

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Storm
Politeness in the criticism of others is 
the rule in Scarsdale, except in those 
rare cases of indefensible immorality 
of which the village as a whole are 
guilty.

In the recent chaotic storm, 
nothing horrific happened to 
Scarsdale. Damages ranged from 
rain entering open attic windows to 
distress over traffic into the city or 
the sight of one’s tree reclining like a 

drunk on an angry neighbor’s garage. 
Compared to the unspeakable 
suffering of others in Far Rockaway 
or Staten Island or in the public 
housing on Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side, Scarsdale’s suffering amounted 
to a teaspoon of misery.

What have we learned about 
how Scarsdale acted in the storm?

We learned that its contempt-
ably selfish capacity for abandoning 
the people stumbling among the 
wreckage in the Third World coun-
tries of Far Rockaway or Staten 
Island or in the public housing on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side was 
immense.

Where and among whom was 
there even the lifting of an eyelid 
to help those people with donations 

of money and clothing? What did 
the ministers or congregations of 
Scarsdale’s respective faiths do for 
those people? Indeed, what did you 
and your family do?

What did we learn about 
ourselves? We learned that come 
hell or high water we will not move 
a foot or a hand to help one another, 
even when there is no storm, even 
when the need may be that of an 
old person a house or two away 
from our porch where, on a summer 
Sunday afternoon, we stand and, 
looking about for a second or two, 
contentedly count ourselves God’s 
wonderful creation.

Harry Reynolds
Scarsdale, NY 

Petraeus Scandal
Soap Opera or Serious Business?

 LIBERTY  ALERT
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salacious details. Petraeus’s resignation 
as CIA Director was purposely delayed 
until after the presidential election, 
although the affair was under investi-
gation for months. Attorney General 
Holder defended the delay, which also 
temporarily stalled the congressional 
investigation into the Benghazi fiasco.

Petraeus has now testified that 
Benghazi suffered from terrorist attacks, 

not a spontaneous demonstration over 
a YouTube video (that few had even 
watched). Rep. Peter King reportedly 
stated that Petraeus’s testimony on 
Libya changed since September.

Infidelity raises questions of 
honesty in other areas. If a man lies 
to his wife, will he tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth 
to others? Or would he lie to his supe-
riors, to the American people, and to 
Congress? Would Petraeus betray us? 
That is the relevant question.

While we await the outcome of the 

Benghazi investigation and watch the 
sad demise of another career, recognize 
that temptation lurks where we least 
expect it. As Confucius said: “When 
we see men of a contrary character, 
we should turn inwards and examine 
ourselves.”

So, what are the practical personal 
lessons from Petraeus and Broadwell? 
How can the average Joe (and Jane) flee 
temptation?

Strategies that work for losing 
weight or giving up cigarettes work in 
other situations. Consider these tips for 
fidelity and career longevity:
•  Control your daydreams
•  Never be alone with a temptation
•  Avoid alcohol, as it lessens inhibitions
•  Enlist a friend to keep you accountable

•  Do not test the limits of your willpower
•  Stay away from compromising 
situations

•  Rehearse a good reaction to facing 
temptation

•  Focus on positive reasons for your 
commitment

Never let your guard down. If a 
coworker, a friend’s spouse, or your biogra-
pher becomes too appealing, take evasive 
action! Even change jobs to stay safe.

Recognize the danger signs: If you 
start spending more time with someone 
or take extra care of your appearance 
when they are near, this is a problem. If 
you become attracted to someone who 
is off-limits, get out of the danger zone. 
Don’t walk, RUN!

Flirting is not a sport for married 

folks – unless you flirt with your 
own spouse. No affair has ever “just 
happened.” Infidelity comes from a 
series of minor indiscretions and little 
steps in the wrong direction. Finally, 
if you are stupid enough to tweet, text, 
or email threats or revealing photos, no 
advice will stick, so you are on your own.

These lessons are obviously ignored 
by campaign schools, military briefings, 
and Ivy League curriculum. For this 
reason – and many more – we haven’t 
seen the last Clintonesque scandal. 
Unfortunately infidelity, like abortion, 
is neither safe nor rare in America. And 
affairs, like elections, have consequences.
Anita Staver is an attorney and President 
of Liberty Counsel, www.LC.org.

Continued on page 19

LE G A L  A D S

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

BABY BOY DOE A/K/A BABY BOY PETRUCELLI 

A Child under the Age of Eighteen Years,     Docket No: NN-09496-12 
Alleged to be Neglected by       F.U. No.: 130,489

JANE DOE A/K/A KRISTA PETRUCELLI, 
 Respondent.

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO: JANE DOE A/K/A KRISTA PETRUCELLI

A Petition having been filed in this Court alleging that the above-named child in 
the care of the Westchester County Department of Social Services is a neglected 
child.  

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York, on the 4th day 
of DECEMBER, 2012 at 2:30 p.m. in the afternoon of said day, to answer to the 
neglect Petition.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by 
a lawyer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the 
right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law 
and may, after hearing, find that you neglected you child.  

BY ORDER OF THE COURT

Dated: White Plains, New York   
October 15, 2012                               COURT CLERK

Notice of Formation

Xquisite Coffee Plantation LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 6/11/2012. Off. 
Loc.:Westchester Cnty. SSNY designated as agent of LLC whom process may be 
served SSNY shall mail process to: c/o The LLC, 12 Steven Dr., Unit 10, Ossining, 
NY 10562.Purpose: all lawful activities. Lastest date LLC to dissolve: No specific 
date.

Michael Hill Media LLC arts filed  7/20/2012.  Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY 
designated agency LLC  whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to c/o The LLC,  160 Underhill Ave. #2, West Harrison, NY 10604. Purpose: All legal 
activities.

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 
Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.

Petraeus Scandal

 LIBERTY  ALERT

Yonkers City Councilman Christopher Johnson 
a Bully Totally Out of Control 

THE HEZITORIAL

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY -- 
Allegations of abuse 
in the workplace were 
lodged against Yonkers 
City Councilman 

Christopher Johnson (D-1st District) 
as reported in the Yonkers Tribune on 
September 6, 2012; reference THE 
HEZITORIAL: NYS Assembly 
Speaker Silver Must Be Dismissed By 
HEZI ARIS.

The complaint was filed with the 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
(EEO) by former Yonkers City 
Council Aide Nicole Benjamin 
against her employer who berated and 
demeaned her before her colleagues. 
Ms Benjamin had in September 
contended she was “forced to work 
under hostile conditions and bullied” 
by Councilman Johnson.

Yonkers Tribune /The Westchester 
Guardian have since that time learned 
of an incident with a male friend that 
degenerated into a verbal contest 
where the maniacal rants of the 
insecure Councilman Johnson was 
revealed.

The latest contemptible outbreak 
by Councilman Johnson took place 
on Wednesday evening, November 
14, 2012, at the Hudson River 
Community Association (HRCA) 
meeting at which developer Ron 
Shemesh gave a presentation of 
his basic concepts for the adaptive 
re-use concepts he envisions for the 

Glenwood Power Station and the 
adjacent Trevor Park grounds.

Councilman Johnson had former 
Aide Nicole Benjamin’s successor, 
Aide Keisha Skipper represent him 
at the Public Hearing conducted 
in the august Yonkers City Council 
Chambers at the Planning Board 
Meeting at which many HRCA 
members, a formidable neighborhood 
association, spoke to the develop-
ment project divulged publicly by 
Mr Shemesh’s representatives at the 
Planning Board Meeting. Keisha 
Skipper dutifully attended to taking 
notes and diligently and efficiently 
completed her task. Yonkers City 
Democratic Party Chair Symra 
Brandon was also at the Yonkers 
Planning Board Meeting. She was 
overheard making a telephone call to 
Mr Johnson to advise him to get to 
that meeting as over 100 people were 
in attendance. His response to Ms 
Brandon was not heard.

When many HRCA members 
departed the Yonkers City Council 
Chambers to attend Mr Shemesh’s 
presentation at the Nepperhan 
Community Center (NCC), including 
this reporter, I noticed Mr Johnson 
in attendance. So was his aide, Ms 
Skipper.

Mr Shemesh’s presentation even-
tually concluded the discourse and 
interchange; the HRCA meeting was 
formally concluded. Refreshments and 
chili and Doritos accompanied the 
continuing discussions among those 

attending before they would depart for 
destinations unknown..

Ten minutes before I was to 
depart, I saw Mr Johnson turn to look 
beyond me toward his Aide Keisha 
Johnson with a look that could “kill”.  
He had been noticed to have brought 
his hand to her face in a menacing 
manner; he berated her in front of 
some in attendance; and had eventu-
ally departed before having degraded 
himself and before having bullied yet 
another Aide in public. He lost his cool 
over her reminding him that he best 
get a birthday gift for his girlfriend. He 
didn’t want to be reminded and lashed 
out against Ms Skipper.

His conduct has been over the 
top with three people this reporter 
is familiar. He needs help with anger 
management issues. His abusive inter-
actions with an all female staff at the 
Yonkers City Council Chambers is 
demeaning, frightening, and alien to 
them and all onlookers who find his 
conduct unbecoming, unacceptable, 

Continued from page 17

http://www.LC.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9413888889,-73.8644444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9413888889,-73.8644444444%20(Yonkers%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_council
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/09/the-hezitorial-nys-assembly-speaker-silver-must-be-dismissed-by-hezi-aris.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/09/the-hezitorial-nys-assembly-speaker-silver-must-be-dismissed-by-hezi-aris.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/09/the-hezitorial-nys-assembly-speaker-silver-must-be-dismissed-by-hezi-aris.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/09/the-hezitorial-nys-assembly-speaker-silver-must-be-dismissed-by-hezi-aris.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_opportunity_employment
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9506,-73.8991&spn=0.01,0.01&q=40.9506,-73.8991%20(Glenwood%20%28Metro-North%20station%29)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevor_Park
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

WG Nov. 2012

700

50 FREE Solar Systems This Winter - 

THE HEZITORIAL

and intolerable. His behavior cannot be over-
looked or appeased by apologies. He needs 
help.  His conduct is totally out of step on how 
men may treat women in a professional setting 
requiring civil conduct. Mr Johnson’s behavior 
is not acceptable. No one will stand by his side 
to condone his misbehavior.

What is most appalling is that there 
are many people who are familiar with Mr 

Johnson’s issues yet they have not been 
colleague or friend to him for not putting their 
foot down on his outrageous conduct. 

The culture that has been permitted to 
thrive because of Mr Johnson’s behavior not 
being stopped by peers who should have 
admonished him long ago, should it not cease 
and desist, must be investigated by the Yonkers 
Inspector General before the City of Yonkers 
finds itself litigiously entangled over his 
barbaric and unseemly conduct.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Nancy King: 914-831-1300
Glenn Weissman: 914-742-0092
Hezi Aris: 914-562-0834

Continued from page 18
Yonkers Councilman Johnson a Bully Totally Out of Control 
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*Offers expire December 31, 2012. Value of shipboard credit, where applicable, is per stateroom. All advertised fares and offers are per person based on double occupancy, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or
remain in effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes of up to $19.50 per guest per day are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional
revenue to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1 fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions
of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from BOS, EWR, JFK, PHL and select other Air Gateways. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion
include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional
terms and conditions may apply. Complete Terms and Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. Pisa Brothers Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors or omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers Travel.

POINTS  OF  D IST INCTION • Elegant mid-size ships featuring large-ship amenities • Free and unlimited soft drinks and bottled water througout the ship
Country club-casual ambiance; tuxedos & gowns are never required • Finest cuisine at sea, served in up to six open-seating restaurants; all at no additional charge

Gourmet culinary program created by world-renowned Master Chef Jacques Pépin • Canyon Ranch SpaClub® • Best value in luxury cruising

Mystical Andes & Majestic Fjords
20 nights, Feb 3 - 23, 2014
Five-Star Regatta | Offer #1400203

Viking Passage
16 nights, May 22 - Jun 7, 2014
Five-Star Marina | Offer #1400421

Your World. Your Way. Oceania Cruises is the world’s only upper-premium cruise line and offers an unrivaled
combination of the finest cuisine, elegant accommodations, personalized service and extraordinary value. And each
itinerary features overnight visits and extended evening stays including must-see destinations and boutique ports.

Between Two Oceans
18 nights, Jan 16 - Feb 3, 2014
Five-Star Regatta | Offer #1400202

NEW 2013-2014 voyages
open for booking!

D - Ocean View B2 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Stateroom Suite

1st guest  Was $12,398 1st guest  Was $15,998 1st guest  Was $20,398
Now $9,398 Now $12,998 Now $17,398
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

$3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $4,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

D - Ocean View B2 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Stateroom Suite

1st guest  Was $16,198 1st guest  Was $19,798 1st guest  Was $24,798
Now $12,198 Now $15,798 Now $20,798
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

C - Deluxe B4 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
Ocean View Stateroom Suite

1st guest  Was $14,398 1st guest  Was $15,398 1st guest  Was $18,198
Now $11,398 Now $12,398 Now $15,198
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

FREE
Gratuities Plus

Exclusive $200
shipboard

credit*

FREE
Gratuities Plus

Exclusive $350
shipboard

credit*

FREE
Gratuities Plus

Exclusive $350
shipboard

credit*


