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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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By PEGGY GODFREY
Supporters and opponents 
of the Echo Bay proposal in 
New Rochelle were ready 
for battle at the November 
12, 2013 city council 

meeting. It became obvious that the battle 
had just begun. That evening began on the 
steps of New Rochelle City Hall as the 
United Citizens for a Better New Rochelle 
(UCBNR) and the United Veterans and 
Patriotic Association protested to “put an 
end to corporate welfare in New Rochelle.” 
Both groups had previously stated their 
opposition to Forest City Residential’s 
Echo Bay Plan. One sticking point has 
been Mayor Noam Bramson’s campaign 
contributions from Forest City, which 
was brought up at this rally and later that 
evening at the Citizens to be Heard section 
of the city council meeting.

Earlier in the afternoon at the city 
council’s Committee of the Whole meeting 
the city council had voted on a resolution 
presented by Councilman Al Tarantino 
to table any discussion of the Forest City 
Residential Plan for Echo Bay until January. 
Upon passage of the vote, it was recog-
nized that two Republican Councilmen, 
Tarantino and Lou Trangucci, were joined 
by Democratic Council members Ivar 
Hyden and Shari Rackman. The outcome 
of the vote visibly irked Mayor Bramson 
who said he could not understand it and it 
was the “most” remarkable vote he had ever 
witnessed. He asked his council members 
to give more thought to their vote. 
Councilman Tarantino replied that he had.

The council went into executive session 
and then had a Citizens to be Heard 
session. One speaker, Robin Sherman, pre-
sented a petition of 560 names supporting 

the project. Sherman is an attorney and 
Senior Vice President at Investment 
Design Properties, Ltd. The company’s 
president is Greg Merchant who was 
recently appointed to the New Rochelle 
Industrial Development Agency (IDA) 
by Noam Bramson. The New Rochelle 
IDA is listed in the Environmental Impact 
Statement scheduled to give tax abatements 
to Forest City Residential’s Echo Bay Plan. 
It was unclear whether the petitions pre-
sented were those Forest City Ratner had 
collected at the New Rochelle train station. 
The recent public hearing for Echo Bay and 
the East End Civic Association meeting 
brought out hundreds of residents against 
this project.

All the other people who spoke at 
Citizens to be Heard segment of the city 
council meeting who spoke to Forest 
City’s proposed Residential Echo Bay plan 
were against the proposed development. 
James O’Toole set the tone by applauding 
Councilman Tarantino for his motion to 
table this “failed” Echo Bay project. He said 
thousands were listening to the meeting. 
Robert McCaffrey followed with requests 
for a long-term plan for Echo Bay and said 
the property already owned on Beechwood 
Avenue (for a possible new city yard) could 
be used for affordable housing. He closed 
his statement by emphasizing the slogan, 
“Common sense for the common good.” 
Several speakers noted the original Forest 
City Residential plan was for a much larger 
land area that was characterized as “beauti-
ful”, containing many more tax generating 
stores and restaurants. Ralph Lucarelli held 
up one of the the UCBNR signs which are 
posted on lawns opposing the Echo Bay 
Forest City development plan and said, 
“A picture is worth a thousand words.” 
Alluding to the kind of planning that was 

used for this project, Vincent Malfetano 
felt a referendum was necessary and it was 
“game time” because of the angry electorate.

The city council’s four votes to table 
the Forest City Residential project deserved 
“kudos” asserted Peter Parente. Forest City 
Ratner’s promise to create jobs was ques-
tioned with reference to their Brooklyn 
Navy Yard project. When the $17,500 
campaign contributions Bramson had 
received from developer Forest City Ratner 
since last December was brought up by 
Parente, Bramson interrupted him, but 
Parente objected and told him it was his 
right to then speak.

Former Assemblyman Ron Tocci said 
if a project is to be successful, the public has 
to be supportive. Residents want a project 
they can be proud of, and one that will be 
an asset to the community. He urged the 
council to “listen” because the people don’t 
want this project. He was followed by Jim 
Murphy who believes Bramson’s conduct 
had done everything “to thwart plans” for 
the New Rochelle Armory which is the 
only naval military armory in the state 
of New York. Referring to the petitions 
collected, John D’Alois said Forest City 
Residential had 500 signatures, but “we 
had 5,000 signatures.” He urged the New 

Rochelle City Council to “stop dealing with 
Forest City” and to do something good for 
New Rochelle.

Members of UCBNR spoke. Jeffrey 
Hastie said this project “should not be 
going forward and he would welcome a 
debate with people that favor the devel-
opment. Legal action was also being 
considered. Howard Stevens applauded the 
council’s tabling of discussion and remind-
ing the councilmembers they “answer to the 
voters.”

Moises Valencia suggests the city was 
dealing with an unscrupulous developer. 
Tim Best, a resident of Larchmont Woods, 
recounted his ten-year increase in real estate 
taxes claiming they had doubled from 
$10,000 to $22,000. He made particular 
note of the “overwhelming garbage 
tax.” He said he had voted for Bramson 
for mayor but not for county executive.

Following this contentious Citizens to 
be Heard meeting, Mayor Bramson who 
apparently sent a note to Councilwoman 
Rackman during the meeting, went behind 
closed doors to confer with her. Those still 
present in the area heard Bramson scream-
ing and yelling at her. City councilmembers 
returned to the side room and Bramson 
brought up the resolution Tarantino had 

made to table the Forest City Residential 
discussion until January and asked instead 
for a new vote. Kathleen Gill, Corporation 
Counsel, suggested a new motion be made. 
Tarantino said he will never forget how he 
had previously stated that Mayor Bramson 
was acting like a cheerleader for this devel-
oper instead of voting for the interests of 
the residents of New Rochelle. Bramson 
replied the only issue before them is for a 
discussion on this issue and added he did 
not see why this should wait until January. 
Trangucci felt the council needed time now 
to discuss the 2014 budget, and left the 
meeting. Before the vote was taken there 
was a dispute over whether Roberts Rules 
were followed because many believed the 
new motion was not properly executed. 
The original motion was not rescinded. In 
order to rescind, repeal or annul a resolu-
tion, according to Roberts Rules, a vote 
of two-thirds is needed without malice. 
To withdraw a motion, only the origina-
tor of the motion can agree to rescind said 
motion.

The altercation in the parking lot 
that followed was not surprising, as was 
Bramson’s perceived need for a police escort 
to return home that evening.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and former 
educator.

Discord Reigns Supreme at New Rochelle City Council
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By SHERIF AWAD
In past articles we were 
introduced to many expatri-
ates (expats) from the US 
and Europe who moved to 
Ecuador for professional 

or personal reasons. Czech writer Jindřiška 
Mendozová studied, lived, and worked in 
Ecuador for many years and was introduced 
to fell under the influences of Ecuadorians 
and their culture.

Published in both the English and 
Czech languages, her first book, Irami, is 
based on some very famous aboriginals 
who have become extremely popular in 
stories about Amazon women warriors. 
Mendozová is also finishing her second book 
that is also related to Ecuador. It is a collec-
tion of tales and stories based on Ecuadorian 
myths and legends. Mendozová also worked 
in Ecuador as a journalist for different media 
and finished a movie script, Pandillero 
Blues. The script was a reflection over social 
problems; such as drugs, crime, gangs, etc. 
For professional reasons, Mendozová again 
moved with her family to Prague years ago 

but maintain a strong and solid connection 
with Ecuador through her writings. She 
connected with The Westchester Guardian 
through this interview. 
AWAD: Why did you move to Ecuador? 
Would you describe the differences between 
the unique Ecuadorian culture and your own 
Eastern Europe upbringing? 
MENDOZOVA: My husband is 
Ecuadorian so we decided in the mid-
nineties to settle in Ecuador and develop 

our careers there. However, the economic 
and political crisis at that time, together 
with a lack of job opportunities forced us 
to return to Europe. I lived in Ecuador for 
almost four years. A lot of things astonished 
me there – in both a good and bad sense. 
Huge social differences, political instability; 
the word “democracy” not always correctly 
understood... and on the other hand a very 
rich cultural inheritance and very beautiful 
scenery... As a European, I grew up in an 
open-minded environment where differ-
ences in race, religion and sexual tendency 
are accepted. In Ecuador this is seen rather 
differently unless you demonstrate your 
economic power in front of others.
AWAD: Did you find any socio-political 
perspectives in common between the Czech 
Republic and Ecuador?
MENDOZOVA: From a political point, 
Ecuador and the Czech Republic are differ-
ent. Politics in Ecuador was always strongly 
associated with the presence of one striking 
political character, some kind of “caudillo”. 
The majority of Ecuadorian presidents since 
Ecuador became a republic in 1830 have 
been men who have controlled and influ-
enced the political panorama, frequently 
bordering on populism. It has not changed 
and we still see this type of politician. In the 
Czech Republic the personality of a party 
leader is important, but the most impor-
tant thing is the image of the whole party. 
In my opinion the disparity between the 
democratic rules in Ecuador and the Czech 
Republic drive the differences in the cultural 
and economic development of these nations. 
Social stratification is also very different in 
both countries. In the Czech Republic, we 
have a strong middle class without consid-
erable differences between the high and 
low social classes. The Czech Republic has 
a very well developed social network, which 
is a valuable aid for disadvantaged citizens, 

which in Ecuador is almost non-existent. 
I’m not just talking about unemployment 
benefits, but also, for example, support for 
women who are on maternity leave with 
children, the disabled, the orphans, help for 
families in crisis, etc. The common point that 
the two countries have is a strong feeling for 
family life, which is very important for both 
Czechs and Ecuadorians.
AWAD: Why did the story of Amazonian 
women interest you? How did you present it 
in your book? Do you think this book could 
be visualized in film or on TV?
MENDOZOVA: My book “Irami” is 
about an old Ecuadorian myth of the tribe 
of women warriors, a.k.a. the Amazons. It 
is a work that combines aspect of adventure, 
drama, romance, and some magical aspects. 
I figured out that a novel about an Amazon 
woman warrior encountering someone from 
our modern world would be of interest 
for readers. Also there was the intriguing 
question about whether it would be correct 
to reveal the secret of the existence of these 

warriors to contemporary society and expose 
them to the modern mass media. The hero of 
my book, who doesn’t just deal with dramatic 
and dangerous situations coming from the 
jungle, has to answer that question. Anyone 
interested in “Irami” can find it at a majority 
of online bookstores.
I think that any “Irami” reader can visual-
ize it and be part of the story. I think that 
the book could easily be made into a film 
either for TV or for cinemas. Apart from the 
story itself, I believe that audiences may be 
fascinated by the unbelievable beauty of the 
Amazonian jungle and also the picturesque 
Ecuadorian cities and villages.
AWAD: What can you tell us about 
your experience studying and teaching in 
Ecuador? 
MENDOZOVA: I studied journalism in 
Guayaquil, which is the largest of Ecuador’s 
cities. Studying at the Faculty of Journalism 
was a unique experience. It allowed me 
to get to know Ecuadorians close up and 
personal; learning their sensibilities by way 
of thinking and behaving. As I had already 
graduated from the Prague Film and TV 
Faculty (FAMU) in my native country, I had 
the opportunity to offer some courses and 
workshops about film and TV at the Faculty 
of Journalism. In fact, this was another nice 
experience for me. It was so easy for me to 
feel self-motivated with the courses when 
I noticed how much my students wanted 
to know about European and Czech 
cinematography. 
AWAD: What do you try to provide in your 
writings for children?
MENDOZOVA: I´m strongly convinced 
about the importance of reading for children. 
The earlier they acquire the good habit of 
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Festival of Lights and Feast 
of Dedication, is an eight-day 
Jewish holiday commemo-
rating the rededication of the 
Holy Temple (the Second 
Temple) in Jerusalem at 
the time of the Maccabean 
Revolt against the Seleucid 
Empire of the 2nd century 
BCE. Hanukkah is observed 
for eight nights and days, 
starting on the 25th day 
of Kislev according to the 
Hebrew calendar, which may 
occur at any time from late 
November to late December 
in the Gregorian calendar.

The festival is observed 
by the kindling of the lights of a unique candelabrum, the nine-branched Menorah or 
Hanukiah, one additional light on each night of the holiday, progressing to eight on the 
final night. The typical Menorah consists of eight branches with an additional raised 
branch. The extra light is called a shamash (Hebrew: 

Happy Hanukkah.

The Festival of Lights
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The City of Cuenca, Photo by Jindřiška Mendozová.

Czech writer Jindřiška Mendozová.

Photo by Jindřiška Mendozová reflecting Ecuadorian religious practices.
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reading, the better. I believe that this is the 
way to become good readers as adults and 
the ones who will help to perpetuate the 
culture. For that reason children’s and young 
adults’ literature are very important genres 
to attend. “Irami” my first book is aimed 
at teenagers 13+. My second book, which 
is almost finished, is for an even younger 
readership. 
AWAD: Tell us more about this book...
MENDOZOVA: This is my second 
book based on old Ecuadorian myths and 
legends. It is a compilation of 18 stories 

from pre-Columbian and colonial times. 
There will be space for fantasy, magic, thrill-
ing stories, and much more. I have no doubt 
they will enchant people as much as other 
myths and legends from other countries and 
regions.
AWAD: Will “Pandillero Blues” be 
produced soon? Will it take place in Ecuador 
or did you change the locale?
MENDOZOVA: Yes, it´s true some time 
ago I wrote a screenplay “Pandillero Blues”, 
completely written in Spanish, that narrates 
the story of a Guayaquil teenager trapped in 
the debased world of gangs and crime. This 
work is now in the hands of several film 

producers. I personally believe that such a 
film will be realized, but I can’t say anything 
more precise at this moment.
AWAD: Do you have other projects?
MENDOZOVA: The project that is cur-
rently occupying the major part of my time 
is the compilation of Ecuadorian myths and 
legends. I have also spent some time writing 
screenplays for a children’s programme 
called “Planeta Yo” for Czech television. It 
is a programme consisting of various things 
presented by two hosts and an animated 
figure, which is an alien. In my remaining 
time, which is interlaced with my family, I 
work on my ideas for the future. The most 
likely at this time is to write another book for 
children drawing on medieval Czech history.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION

Diminishing Returns to Yonkers Economic Development Schemes
By HEZI ARIS
The Struever Fidelco 
Cappelli Yonkers (SFC 
Yonkers) development was 
a $1.6 billion waterfront 
development plan cel-

ebrated for its grandiosity. Twelve years on, 
a sliver of the expressed intent is reduced to 
an unknown project to be built on the parcel 
known as “H & I”, said to be an economic 
development project valued at about $100 
million. This is not a phoenix rising. The 
issues surrounding the last remaining 
member of the initial SFC troika, now the 
lone operation standing, the Fidelco Realty 
Group, presents a multitude of “in your face” 
issues and concerns, some legal, some ethical, 
some bigoted.

Firstly, when Cappelli Enterprises found 
itself financially strapped, Louis Cappelli, the 
owner, approached then Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone to advise the mayor of his pre-
dicament and allegedly that of Marc Berson, 
owner of Fidelco Realty Group. Not privy to 
the discussion, and how the “solution” would 
come to be, Communications Director 
David Simpson advised that the City of 
Yonkers (CoY) would to their personal 
benefit, respectively lend both Louis 
Cappelli (Cappelli Enterprises) and Marc 
Berson (Fidelco Realty Group), $2 million 
each based on the HUD 108 loan protocol. 
Simpson spun the HUD 108 loan to the 
“dumbed down” concept of defining the 
loans as nothing more than “signature loans”, 
where the lender requires no collateral from 
the borrower. Then Mayor Amicone did not 
divulge or in any way advise CoY that the 
HUD 108 loans were in reality collateralized 
by the “H & I” property to satify HUD 108 
standards by fooling HUD. The Amicone 

Administration collateralized property for 
the personal benefit of Cappelli and Berson 
using city-owned property, which could not 
be “legally” used with respect to benefit the 
“developers” personally.

Yonkers Tribune has learned that Mayor 
Mike Spano’s Administration is amenable to 
forgiving the repayment of the HUD 108 
loans totaling $4 million, redefined by former 
Communications Director David Simpson 
at the behest of former Mayor Amicone 
to be nothing more than innocuous “sig-
nature loans” as opposed to being “risky” 
loans they will prove to be if they are not 
regarded as debt yet to be fully satisfied for 
CoY. If satisfaction is not completed, for any 
reason, the outstanding debt would become 
the responsibility of the Yonkers taxpayers. 
Government, any government,including 
that ensconced in CoY is responsible for not 
engaging CoY in any risky financial instru-
ment that can prove detrimental to CoY. 
While the debt is being serviced now, at the 
behest of Mayor Mike Spano’s demand, the 
“H & I” property was illegally collateralized 
against the HUD 108 loan. Therefore, Louis 
Cappelli and Marc Berson must collateral-
ize the debt by some other value and a new 
contract be designed to underwrite their 
personal loan. Remember that “H & I” is a 
city owned property.

Another issue that existed with respect 
to a development project undertaken by the 
Simmons brothers was dealt with greater 
severity. If the debt relief with respect to 
Marc Berson’s personally backed “signa-
ture loan” is appropriately maintained using 
“illegal collateral”, then why is it likewise not 
appropriate with respect to the Simmons 
brother’s “failed” project C.U.R.E (Center for 
Urban Rehabilitation and Empowerment). 

The Amicone designated developers, the 
Simmons brothers, did not pay real estate 
property taxes. In lieu of non-payment 
the Yonkers City Council on November 
12, 2013, deemed it appropriate to accept 
deeds in lieu of foreclosure from the owner/
taxpayer of C.U.R.E. for the properties at 
312 Warburton Avenue and 75 Ravine 
Avenue. City Hall’s directive with respect 
to the Simmons brothers is anathema to 
the reaction toward the illegal HUD 108 
loans due. City Hall was never authorized 
to collateralize its own property for personal 
purpose. In nurturing some “new” scheme by 
Fidelco Realty Group, why has the HUD 
108 loan not been based on collateral owned 

by Marc Berson? Should payment not be 
forthcoming, the agreement as it presently 
stands will prove to be unenforceable. Or is 
it the intention to bring a Yonkers IDA deal 
forward that would swallow and obscure 
and thereby hide the funding process by a 
YIDA deal? The fact that money is still due 
should therefore preclude Fidelco Realty 
Group from conducting any dealings with 
CoY, yet Mayor Mike Spano treats the 
Simmons brothers one way and Marc 
Berson another. Why? Yonkers Tribune 
questions by what right Yonkers City Hall 
has the means to dismiss money owed the 
Yonkers coffers without being anchored by 
legal collateralization.

So far, Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Administration has missed a salient 
and prudent move to make the Yonkers 
taxpayer whole? Is the issue race, religion, 
or some other paradigm in deciding who 
will be permitted to abscond with or have 
the potential to do so with the taxpayer’s 
largesse? Perhaps the Yonkers Tribune has yet 
to learn that Mayor Mike Spano, desirous 
to not burden CoY will be coughing up 
the debt owed by Louis Cappelli, Marc 
Berson, and the Simmons brothers out of 
his own pocket? Who knew Mike Spano 
is such a magnanimous man? But, hold on 
now, Mike Spano has taken the Simmons 

Continued on page 6
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brothers development properties to assuage 
their delinquent tax burden. Why are Louis 
Cappelli and Marc Berson given a free ride? 
What is the legal collateral put up by Louis 
Cappelli and Marc Berson?

Years later, under Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Administration, when Ron Shemesh 
became a “developer” of choice of Mayor 
Mike Spano, particularly with respect to 
the Glenwood Power Station / Trevor Park 
development to gain support of the Albany 
Delegation, specifically from New York 
State Senate Conference Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, Mayor Mike Spano, sup-
ported by the Yonkers Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Board members, the board 
authorized the go ahead to afford Senator 
Stewart-Cousins the ability to present 
CoY’s “Home Rule” message and desire to 
alienate parkland at Trevor Park before the 
summer recess closing of the New York 
State Legislature. This was accomplished in 
a demeanor of “rush, rush, and wait”, known 
to all military enlistees.

Now we learn that when the alienation 
of Trevor Park “park land” was mitigated 
using the “H & I” property, it was only 
fpr a specific segment of property. The 
“partial” acreage of the mitigated parkland 
was defined with parameters so as not to 
encroach on the planned Fidelco Realty 
Group’s planned project. The inference here 
is simple: Fidelco, in collusion with Mayor 
Spano’s City Hall, were well aware, before 
the New York State Legislature went into 
summer recess of the plan that is now on the 
verge of coming out of the “closet”. Which 

begs the question, when did Yonkers City 
Hall know of the Fidelco Realty Group’s 
plan for “H & I” and why has it been delayed 
all these months? Is that the rationale for 
Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry stating that while 
the SFC Yonkers “Master Developer” status 
was supposed to expire in February of 2013; 
Yonkers City Hall stated but never proved, 
much less challenged in court as to whether 
Fidelco’s premise that the contract is in effect 
until September 2013. Then again, that was 
Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry’s premise. Truth 
be told, the Master Developer Designation 
became null and void upon the adoption 
of a Land Development Agreement which 
indeed nullified the Master Development 
Designation. Did Fidelco delay the project 
because of a lack of financial wherewithal, 
or was the project held in abeyance by 
Yonkers City Hall to serve a pending 
political outcome? Now that the votes have 
been counted and Yonkersites know were 
every elected official is to be ensconced on 
the Yonkers City Council, will the Fidelco 
project be delayed in order that the 2014 
Yonkers City Council take their seats? 
Again, why? What is there to hide here? 
A ploy unraveling even before any infor-
mation is shared. At issue is how Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel will transfer prefer-
ence to Fidelco Realty Group to develop “H 
& I” under a legal framework.

Remember too, that the “H & I” 
property was an inducement to the “Master 
Developer” status designated to SFC 
Yonkers for completion of the $1.6 billion 
project. Specifically, “H & I” was to be built 
after a commercial / residential high-rise on 

Chicken Island was completed. Mayor Mike 
Spano has induced Fidelco to “develop” “H 
& I” without a rational inducement that 
benefits CoY, and without a legal basis for 
developing “H & I”. Why did Fidelco get so 
much and CoY is left with nothing?

Yonkers Tribune has learned that the “H 
& I” property intentioned for development 
by Fidelco will be an imprint to 325 units, 
consisting of between 5 to 7 stories. The scare 
tactics used by Scenic Hudson years ago that 
suggested a wall of high-rise buildings would 
create a corridor denying Yonkersites access 
to the majestic views of the Palisades shim-
mering in the glistening Hudson River was 
disingenuous and worse still, never studied. 
If it was studied, the prospect of a high-rise 
would never have entered anyone image for 
“H & I”. Why the deceit?

It seems only 5 to 7 stories may be built; 
not 21 stories as professed. The reason for 
the reduced height is because the property 
upon which the structure would rest requires 
extremely expensive bolstering structures to 
maintain a greater weight burden. In fact, the 
Yonkers Pier, with the anticipated burden 
demanded by the restaurant built into its 
figure was as expensive as it was, $10 million 
to be exact, because it had to be bolstered at 
such great costs.

Here too, Yonkersites were denied 
knowledge of the development planned 
within its city limits. Yonkersites were kept 
in the dark, yet Scenic Hudson has signed 
off on the project “H & I” project promoted 
by Fidelco and MayorMike Spano. It seems 
clear that Yonkersites have yet to receive the 

memo. Let’s keep this telling between “you 
and I”.

The Land Development Agreement 
(LDA) regarding “H & I” raised a brouhaha 
when Cappelli Vice-President Joe Apicella 
lashed out about not permitting an afford-
able housing component in the “H & I” 
dwelling yet to be built.

Typical of “spinmeisters” for creating an 
“issue of concern” that is non-existent because 
it was not studied. Were it studied, the lie 
over height would not have gained traction; 
even so, that is all that people spoke about. 
The spin deflected people’s attention from 
the true concerns that were never discussed. 
The other concern is that 325 units will not 
be sufficient to generate enough density to 
bring about vitality to the waterfront.

Further, how was the “Master 
Developer” status spoken about and referred 
to by Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry as a still 
viable legal structure pertinent to the most 
recent Fidelco concept has been falsely 
extended beyond its expiration of either 
February 2013, September 2013, and the 
signing of the LDA. Mayor Mike Spano is 
demanding a rabbit hat trick from Yonkers 
Corporation Counsel.

Was a “Request for Proposal” ever 
engaged for the development of “H & I”? 
Why not?

What CoY oversight was given the 
soon to be proposed project? What city 
departments were they? As is done in math-
ematics courses in elementary school, the 
telling is in the process, not in the answer 
because the answer does not lead to a trail 
of excellence in thinking and procedure and 
prevents scrutiny thereafter. What school did 
these “wizards” attend that they have been 

able to stray from the rigors of protocol and 
acceptable standards MayorMike Spano?

The “Master Developer” status 
bestowed upon SFC Yonkers and its succes-
sive evolution of names came to its demise 
based on the designation of a final expiration 
date, whether it was judged to be February 
or September of 2013 mentioned above or 
the LDA that preceded those dates. More 
importantly, the contract is a fraud because 
it was simply an “option” to buy and toward 
which no deposit was ever made. It was not 
consummated. If it was, as long alleged by 
former Mayor Phil Amicone’s entourage of 
thieves, Yonkers has a right to see proof of 
payment. Show us the money? If you can’t 
find it, perhaps Mayor Amicone should 
return the almost $500,000 he was person-
ally responsible to pay as decreed by a federal 
court judge. Sue him for the money or jail 
him or both. I prefer the latter.

The Yonkers Tribune calls for public 
access to any contract regarding Fidelco 
Realty Group and / or its successor so as to 
ascertain all financial aspects of the project, 
as well as the deadlines that must be met to 
abide by every contractual tenet agreed and 
appropriate to such a project, with monetary 
recourse for failure to meet project deadlines, 
as well as a guarantee of completion and a 
fifty-year ability to weather the elements of 
decay.

Will the 2014 Yonkers City Council 
kowtow to the “plan” to build “H & I”, 
because the soon to be seated 2014 Yonkers 
City Council will serve Mayor Mike Spano 
or they will serve the public interest. Stay 
tuned.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION

Diminishing Returns to Yonkers Economic Development Schemes
Continued from page 5

The Common Core is a Bad Fit for Westchester 
EDUCATION

By Asst. Prof. NICHOLAS 
TAMPIO
Each spring, the Rye Neck 
school district publishes 
a newsletter announcing 
where the seniors are going 

to college. On the cover of the most recent 
issue stares a picture of the valedictorian 
and the salutatorian heading to, respectively, 
Cornell and MIT. Inside, we learn that 
other graduates are going to schools such 
as Harvard, Johns Hopkins, and SUNY 
Cortland. An astonishing ninety-five percent 
of the graduating class is going to college.

Our family moved to Westchester, in 
part, to take advantage of its schools. Alas, 
we are witnessing the local school district 

decline right before our eyes, for a very 
simple reason: the Common Core. Here are 
four reasons why the Common Core is a bad 
fit for Westchester.

The Common Core 
Standardizes Curricula

Proponents of the Common Core 
explain that it is a set of standards and not 
a curriculum. Yes and no. The federal and 
state government does not write our school 
district’s curriculum, but our district must 
prepare students for the state’s Common 
Core-aligned tests. The easiest and most cost-
effective way for us to do that is to purchase 
comprehensive English Language Arts 
(ELA) and math programs. The teachers 

in our school district must now open boxes 
each week with books, assignments, and tests 
published by corporate educational vendors.

A few years ago, our district made a 
concerted effort to serve fresh rather than 
canned food in the cafeteria. Incredibly, we 
are reversing direction in the classroom: 
teachers must now serve, and students must 
now consume, a “canned” rather than a fresh 
curriculum. To understand why this is a 
problem, consider its effects on teachers and 
students.

The Common Core 
Demoralizes Teachers

Many teachers in our school district 
have advanced degrees and excellent 

reputations among parents. Our school 
district has a diverse population, and parents 
expect teachers to tailor the material to each 
student. Unfortunately, the Common Core 
gives teachers minimal discretion about what 
or how to teach. Last year, a sales representa-
tive told a group of parents that teachers may 
not replace a single unit of the ELA curricu-
lum. We are no longer treating teachers like 
skilled professionals.

Why is it a problem for a teacher, say, 
to give all kindergarteners the same assign-
ment? Children start kindergarten between 
the ages of four and six. Four year olds are 
still learning to separate from their parents 
and play with their peers. They should learn 
letter recognition and phonics before being 
expected to read or write. Child psycholo-
gists such as Megan Koschnick have warned 
that the Common Core standards are devel-
opmentally inappropriate, particularly for the 

earliest grades. Teachers see this and suffer 
and yet are forced to stay on track with the 
curriculum.

The Common Core Bores 
Students

Advocates of the Common Core are 
correct that it is rigorous. Rigorous, from the 
Latin word for “stiffness” (rigorum), simply 
means inflexible. The Common Core dedi-
cates a large percentage of the school day 
to drills that bear little resemblance to what 
students do at a good liberal arts college.

The Common Core requires schools to 
dedicate a large portion of the day to ELA 
and math. As a result, students have less time 
for subjects such as social studies, computer 
science, US history, European history, chem-
istry, Spanish, physical education, drama, art, 
and music. The Common Core goes “deeper 

Continued on page 7
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into a few subjects,” but the cost of this focus 
is that students do not get exposed to many 
interesting topics that create a well-rounded 
individual.

The Common Core, furthermore, 
promotes a drab pedagogy called “cold 
reading.” A typical Common Core assign-
ment contains a piece of informational text 
followed by multiple-choice questions and 
an essay question that requires a formulaic 

response. This technique does not teach 
students to create something new, consider 
a topic from several points of view, or do 
research. This pedagogy is called “cold 
reading” because it does not presuppose 
preexisting knowledge about, for example, 
history or science. In other words, the 
Common Core does not teach content so 
much as a kind of reading style.

Ignore the rhetoric about the Common 
Core. Look what it actually does to schools. 

What you’ll see is that it makes school a 
dreary place to prepare for standardized tests.

The Common Core is 
Undemocratic

It would be one thing if our school 
district deliberated and chose the Common 
Core. But virtually no parent in our school 
district knew about the Common Core 
before it was rolled out in 2012. How did 
this happen?

In 2010, during the height of the 
financial crisis, Governor David Patterson 

submitted a Race to the Top application that 
committed New York to the Common Core. 
The Common Core standards were written 
by a handful of people at a Washington, 
D.C. organization called Achieve. The copy-
right to the Common Core is held by two 
trade organizations, the National Governor’s 
Association and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers. Prior to the Common 
Core, New York parents could raise concerns 
or make suggestions about the curriculum 
before the local school board. Now, the com-
munity has little say in how we educate our 

children.
The Common Core promises to make 

a few individuals and corporations wealthy. 
But America is a democracy, not a plutoc-
racy. Ordinary citizens should have a voice 
in how their children are educated. Elected 
officials have a responsibility to make this 
possible.

Nicholas Tampio is assistant professor 
with the Department of Political Science at 
Fordham University’s Bronx Campus http://
faculty.fordham.edu/tampio/.

The Common Core is a Bad Fit for Westchester 
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Notes and Quotes on the Annual Journey of the Mind into Darkness
SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER

By GLENN SLABY
It comes around the tail 
end of August. The slight 
knocking on the back of 
conscience thoughts. A little 
nudge at first, telling that 

change is coming, that particular, annual 
uncomfortable change - again.
Autumn hath all the summer’s fruitful treasure;
Gone is our sport, fled is our Croydon’s pleasure.
Short days, sharp days, long nights come on 
apace;
Ah, who shall hide us from the winter’s face?
Cold doth increase, the sickness will not cease,
And here we lie, God knows, with little ease.
From winter, plague, and pestilence, good Lord 
deliver us!
       —Autumn by Thomas Nash

Autumn challenges us to retain our 
sense of normalcy with the calamity of the 
changing seasons. As daylight decreases, 
I may find myself being slowly isolated on 
various levels / planes of the physical, spiri-
tual and emotional.  It may be an actuality or 
just another false single from the brain but, 
it’s a lingering feeling that doesn’t dissipate 
until spring. For some it’s a severe onset of 
lethargy, for others it means the onset of 
depression. Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD), occurs with our earths’ cycles around 
the sun. Winter disorders are the more 
common and what I will focus for this article. 

“Six percent of the US population, primarily 
in northern climates, are affected by SAD in its 
most marked form. Another 14 percent of the 
adult US population suffers from a lesser form of 
seasonal mood changes, known as winter blues. 
Of course, seasonality affects people all over the 
world. The prevalence of SAD in Oslo, Norway, 
was reported as 14 percent in contrast to 4.7 
percent in New York City. In fact, someone 
may have winter blues while living in southern 
climates and convert to full blown SAD if he or 
she moves to a northern climate.” 
      — Dr. Norman Rosenthal, www.psychiatry.

mmc.com May 2008.

Six per cent, six out of every one 
hundred people, sounds like a small 
number, but multiply it by 300 million 
Americans and you get a minimum of 18 
million souls whose lives are turned upside 
down by this seasonal illness.  Add a few 
million for their family members and this 
pain is magnified with this annual distress 
of a physical non-visible illness. Think 
of the assumptions rendered about that 
one family member unable to function, 
‘looking’ fine and judged. Think of the 
social, economic and spiritual distress 
caused by so natural an event. Why does 
God have some of us handicapped by such 
a natural event for such a length of time - 
late September through early May?

Websites (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, [ http://www.nami.org 
] http://mayoclinic.com  and http://
webmd.com ) agree that “the specific 
cause of seasonal affective disorder 
remains unknown”, but it is definitely 
related to the lack of sunlight.  They also 
attribute it to various factors includ-
ing hormones (melatonin), serotonin (a 
chemical neurotransmitter within the 
brain), circadian rhythms (sleep-wake 
cycles) and geographic locations especially 
the northern hemisphere – all logical but 
still challenging and difficult. Women are 
more affected than men, and the disorder’s 
risk for initial inception lessens as you age. 
The prime/target age group is 15 to 55 and 
anyone with a close relative with mental 
illness. Another mental illness, invisible to 
most, but a hidden terror to the inflicted 
and their families.

“There are wounds that never 
show on the body that are deeper and 
more hurtful than anything that bleeds.”  
       —Laurell K. Hamilton, Mistral’s 
Kiss

“Minor” symptoms vary and include 

moodiness, anxiety, hopelessness, over-
sleeping, craving carbs, weight gain, feeling 
grumpy, loss of interest in one’s usual 
activities and daytime fatigue. The http://
mayoclinic.com list other complications 
and issues such as suicidal thoughts and 
behaviors, social withdrawal, school or 
work problems and substance abuse.  It 
may also be difficult to diagnose between 
S.A.D. and non-seasonal depression - a 
living, invisible, hell, flailing itself at our 
minds, terrorizing souls, trying to corrupt 
the core of our very being.
“That’s the thing about depression: A human 
being can survive almost anything, as long 
as she sees the end in sight. But depression is 
so insidious, and it compounds daily, that it’s 
impossible to ever see the end. The fog is like a 
cage without a key.” 
       — Elizabeth Wurtzel, Prozac Nation

Diagnosis and treatment suggestions 
best come from a doctor. When seeing 
any doctor be prepared with a list and 
record of medications, moods, patterns, 
symptoms and questions. There are three 
basic categories of treatment as per the 
web sites: medicinal, light therapy, and 
psychotherapy.

Some easy things to do are opening 
up the blinds, putting more lights on and 
just talking a walk in the sun. I do not 
suffer strongly from this ailment but the 
fall and winter months are the only times 
of the year where I do not complain (too 
much) about lights being left on in unoc-
cupied and adjacent rooms. Also, I do most 
of my writing and some hobbies – jigsaw 
puzzles – near a window, avoiding that 
loneliness that comes from an enclosed 
space. In the meanwhile, be and stay active, 
and get out of bed as soon as possible. Do 
not linger, for before you know it another 
day has passed. 

“I didn’t want to wake up. I was having a 
much better time asleep. And that’s really sad. 
It was almost like a reverse nightmare, like 

when you wake up from a nightmare you’re so 
relieved. I woke up into a nightmare.” 
       — Ned Vizzini, It’s Kind of a Funny 

Story

I am only a patient. All the infor-
mation I have gathered here is from and 
available through your local library, various 
web sites and medical professionals. 
Please, if you believe there is the slightest 
chance you or someone you love may have 
any form / type of mental illness do NOT 

Continued on page 8
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By ROBERT SCOTT
As Westchester County 
discovered in trying to live 
up to the 2009 settlement 
signed by Supervisor Andy 

Spano, finding space for housing in already 
tightly built communities is not easy. The 
2000 Census had revealed inequities among 
certain racial groups.

Affordable housing in Westchester will 
most likely take the form of apartments in 
multiple housing structures. Given the mag-
nitude of the problem, it is interesting to 
recall the long history of affordable housing 
in America. In the 19th-century, of course, 
affordable housing meant slum housing for 
the newly arrived immigrant poor who could 

not afford to buy houses.
Affordable housing got its start here in 

1833 when industrialist James Allaire erected 
a barracks-style building on Water Street 
to house workers in his foundry and their 
families. The site is now in Corlears Hook 
Park on the East River in the shadow of the 
Williamsburg Bridge. Built by Thompson 
Price, it was described as “a four-story house 
designed for many tenants.”

Tenement housing grew rapidly in the 
1840s with the influx of Irish immigrants 
fleeing the potato crop failure and famine. 
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper reported 
in its July 1, 1845, issue that New York had 
some 15,000 tenements, each housing more 
than seven families.

Only the poor lived in tenements and 

the term soon came to mean any over-
crowded, generally inadequate multifamily 
building occupied by immigrants, working 
or otherwise. The airless and perpetually 
dark structures built as living quarters in the 
back courtyards of tenements were especially 
squalid.

The earliest well-documented project 
was Gotham Court, a notoriously substan-
dard example of housing for the poor, built 
in 1850 by Silas Wood on Cherry Street. 
It consisted of a dozen six-story tenements 
back-to-back in two rows along two narrow 
alleys. Designed for 140 families, each living 
in spaces measuring 10 by 14 feet and 
divided into two rooms, it actually contained 
240 families. Reformer Jacob Riis finally suc-
ceeded in having it demolished in 1895.

On the whole, speculative builders had 
little incentive to house the poor. Established 
landlords took advantage of the tremendous 
housing shortage and workers’ need to live 
within walking distance of their jobs, and 
charged high rents by packing people into 
existing buildings. The more they skimped 
on maintenance and let properties deterio-
rate, the more the city reduced assessments, 
thus boosting their profits.

The first truly philanthropic housing 
in New York City was the Working Men’s 
Home built in 1855 by the Association 
for Improving the Condition of the Poor 
(AICP). A private organization formed in 
1843, the AICP advocated for the poor in 
many ways, including sponsoring welfare 
programs and housing projects. In 1847, 

plans for a model block of buildings were 
created and circulated to builders and inves-
tors. When these failed to elicit interest, the 
AICP decided to build it themselves.

go through this suffering alone. You are 
not alone. Illness, especially mental illness, 
creates a void and attempts to isolate the 
self. Be resilient, seek confirmation, treat-
ment, spiritual help, friendships; and let 
those around you into your life. 

Between the mutinous brave of the 
burning of the leaves
And winter’s covering our hearts with his 
deep snow
We are alone there are no winter birds we 
know
The naked moon the tame stars circle our 

eaves
       — Immortal Autumn by Archibald 

MacLeish

This life sees only the underside of 
the tapestry made by God. An underside 
of loose threads and mismatched colors. 

I wonder how mental illness fits into His 
magnificent creation and the reason for 
pain. Where does suffering fit into the 
greater scheme of life? There are many 
spiritual and religious voices just waiting 
to be heard and read. Maybe they have 
answers or at least some consolations and 
deeper perceptions.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 

former account with an MBA, he is a free-
lancer with The Westchester Guardian, writes 
part-time, and struggles with mental illness, 
yet works at the New Rochelle Public Library 
and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, 
New York.
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SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER

Continued from page 7

By RICH MONETTI
Obamacare has in its infancy 
emerged a disaster. My hope 
is that it can be likened to 
the very weak civil rights bill 

that LBJ engineered past congress in 1957. 
The rationale, to the dismay of Northern 
Liberals - once one bill is passed, the flood 
gates must open. Admittedly this may be an 
overly optimistic and probably historically 
inaccurate aspiration so we must go back to 
the beginning to figure out how we became 
saddled to something that only leaves us 
room to hope for the best. And no, I’m not 
talking about President Obama’s inclination 
to take this issue on full force in 2009.

“Socialized medicine” - that bottles it 
up in a neat little package, but its origins are 
about as spontaneous as all those angry town 
hall meetings that this President was initially 
confronted with. It first appeared in 1948, as 
Harry Truman was primed to sign into law a 
national healthcare plan.

The author was a man named Clem 
Whitaker, and he’s almost as anonymous 
to Google as he is to us. In the employ of 

the AMA, his ascendancy 14 years earlier 
paved the way for the manner in which all 
subsequent discussions of healthcare reform 
have been framed and marked the beginning 
of the modern era of political campaigning. 
Ironically, Whitaker’s rise ties to an actual 
socialist and America’s most famous one at 
that.

In 1934, Upton Sinclair won the 
Democratic primary in California. With 
a quarter of the state on the dole, his End 
Poverty in California (EPIC) program 
obviously had great appeal. Regardless of 
whether he could deliver on its populist 
aspirations, many considered his victory in 
the general election as a foregone conclusion, 
according to Greg Mitchell and his 1992 
Novel, “Campaign of the Century.”

So if you think the national acceptance 
of a completely broken healthcare system 
and the need for some sort of reform got the 
attention of entrenched interests in 2009, 
it’s not hard to imagine how the prospect 
of a socialist governor at the height of 
the depression mobilized everyone to the 
right of surviving. Herbert Hoover wrote 
the Republican incumbent, according to 

Mitchell, “I want you to know that I am 
at your service. It is the most momentous 
election which California has ever faced.”

But he was only a former president rep-
resenting a system where power had always 
emerged from the proverbial smoke filled 
room. American politics wound soon find a 
home on Madison Avenue, observed Arthur 
Schlesinger, “in which advertising men 
believed they could sell or destroy political 
candidates as they sold one brand of soap 
and defamed its competitor.”

“The Beer that Made Milwaukee 
Famous” and “Reach for a Lucky” - doesn’t 
sound like much to us now, but since these 
slogans seem so second nature today, it 
implies that they once had their moment in 
the sun.

“Mad Man” Albert Lasker was behind 
both and was said to have made more money 
in advertising than anyone in history, accord-
ing to Mitchell. He was essentially put in 
charge of taking on Upton Sinclair.

Tied to Lasker was C.C. Teague. In 
the early 20th Century, he taught his con-
temporaries how an ad campaign could 

successfully misinform today and for the 
ages. Teague turned oranges from a luxury 
for the rich to an everyman’s healthcare 
necessity by overplaying the link between 
vitamin C and fighting off colds. Out of 
this, an industry was born, and the Sunkist 
Corporation we know today gave Teague the 
credentials to un-package Sinclair from the 
political mainstream of the moment.

This California, though, liberal 
Hollywood must have been out in full force. 
As it turned out, Henry Fonda liberals to 
Charlie Chaplin Socialists would never find 
themselves left out the discussion again. But 
at the top, where MGM moguls like Louis 
B. Mayer and Irving Thalberg would have 
the most to lose, an innovation we know only 
all too well would dominate.

The manipulation of the moving 
image at their ready disposal translated into 
outrageously partisan images, and for the 
first time, the 30-second short was used to 
demolish a candidate, says Mitchell.

All told, in the context of the moment, 
journalist Heywood Broun commented in 
1934, “that many campaigns have been dis-
tinguished by dirty tactics but I can think 

of none in which willful fraud has been so 
brazenly practiced.”

In the larger sense, at the center of this 
paradigm shift, or at least most prominently 
emerging from this, was our friend Clem 
Whitaker. Over the next 25 years, as the 
nation’s first political consultant, he would 
go on to win 90% of his campaigns, and any 
important California initiative usually began 
and ended with the question - “Where is 
Clem Whitaker?”

Coming full circle, for our current 
purposes, The AMA was the one asking, and 
in just two weeks, Whitaker’s handiwork rel-
egated Truman and the initiative to a shallow 
grave, says Mitchell.

Of course, never so deep that is doesn’t 
tease its way out every decade or so, but 
always accompanied with the stacked odds 
Mr. Whitaker left in his wake. But you never 
know, maybe the Affordable Care Act will 
someday let Whitaker rest in peace. We can 
only hope.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.
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The Odds Against Providing Affordable Healthcare Were Stacked Long Before ObamaCare Showed Up

From Paris to New York; How Apartments Came to America
HOUSING

The architect, Richard Morris Hunt.

Continued on page 9
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Located between Mott and Elizabeth 
streets and opened in 1855, this first model 
tenement in the U.S. was initially occupied 
by black families, but failed to encourage 
private investors to construct similar build-
ings. After 12 years of losing money, the 
AICP sold the partially occupied building to 
a private investor, and it became a women’s 
residence, the Working Women’s Home. 
After being subdivided into additional apart-
ments, it acquired the nickname of the Big 
Flat and held the record as largest multiple 
dwelling in New York City until the 1880s.

Nothing could change the fact that 
it was in the 6th Ward, one of the most 
densely populated and pestilential in the city. 
North of the 6th was the 14th Ward, with its 
decaying tenements, odoriferous fat-boiling 
establishments and polluting factories. The 
Working Women’s Home was demolished 
in 1888 and replaced by a carriage factory.

The earliest tenements were haphaz-
ardly built with little thought for public 
health or safety and became overcrowded 
and unsanitary. In 1879, New York passed 
a law prohibiting such construction. Under 
this law, there was no hallway was necessary. 
Rooms in each apartment could be con-
nected like coaches on a train, one behind 
the other--a cheap, efficient design that 
sacrificed privacy, light and ventilation. To 
go from one end room to the other in this 
layout, residents had to pass through the 
rooms in between. Living quarters built to 
this inconvenient design became known as 
railroad flats.

A barely restrictive new design in 1887 
created a floor plan that roughly resembled 
a dumbbell with a narrower middle section 
and a rectangular blocky unit at each end. 
These would later be referred to as Old Law 
tenements. The new design required ventila-
tion, largely through sunless air shafts in the 
narrow sections of the floor plan. By 1891, 
one third of the city’s population was living 
in dumbbell or older tenements.

The dumbbell plan was changed again 
in 1901. Buildings built in accordance with 
this third plan, which required better ventila-
tion and separate toilets for each apartment, 
were called New Law tenements. Many are 
still standing and are occupied today.

The vast areas of the city filled with 
overcrowded slum dwellings gave multiple 
housing a bad name, creating a shortage of 
accommodations for the growing middle 
class. Unable to afford the single-family 
mansions of the affluent that lined the 
fashionable avenues or the brownstone-
fronted row houses of the side streets, by the 
mid-19th century middle-class New Yorkers 

were living in expensive hotels and respect-
able boarding houses.

Two men were destined to remove the 
stigma attached to multiple dwellings. One 
was wealthy investor Rutherfurd Stuyvesant, 
a direct descendent of old Peter Stuyvesant 
and an inheritor of the family fortune. The 
other was architect Richard Morris Hunt, 
the first American student at the French 
École des Beaux-Arts. They had met in 
Paris, where Stuyvesant was intrigued by the 
sturdily built apartment houses that were 
almost universal. In 1869, he hired Hunt to 
design a French-style apartment house for 
him.

Called the Stuyvesant Apartments, 
Hunt’s five-story building was on the south 

side of 18th Street between Irving Place and 
Third Avenue. Each of its first four floors 
had four separate apartments. The fifth 
floor had large north-lit windows and was 
reserved for artists’ studios. Overseen by a 
French-style concierge, the new apartments 
rented immediately.

Hunt followed this success with an 
even grander effort for Paran Stevens, a 
wealthy hotel magnate. The eight-story, cen-
trally heated Stevens House on the south 
side of 27th Street filled the block between 
Broadway and Fifth Avenue. Featuring 
18 separate suites with servants’ quarters in 
the attic, it was one of the largest and most 
striking buildings in the city. But Stevens 
had overreached financially, and his opulent 
building was later converted into a more 
modest apartment hotel, the Hotel Victoria.

New York City’s buildings department 
gave its blessing to the apartment concept’s 
origin by adopting “French flat” or “Parisian 

building” as descriptive designations.
Officially certified, French flats began 

to catch on. By 1875, a surprising 112 new 
apartment houses were built in that year 
alone. Five years later, more than 1,200 new 
apartment buildings were erected. New York 
was rapidly on its way to becoming a city of 
apartment dwellers.

Architect Hunt would stay busy 
designing fashionable urban mansions for 
the wealthy until the day he died in 1895 
in Newport, R.I. Today, New York is dotted 
with a few remnants of his architectural skill, 
including the central wing and Great Hall 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The 
colossal stone base of the Statue of Liberty 
also was designed by him.

The years leading up to the turn of 
the century proved to be a Golden Age of 
apartment building here. We are fortunate to 

have preserved such magnificent exemplars 
as the Apthorp and Bernord Apartments, 
the Osborne, the Dakota and the Ansonia 
Hotel, to name a few that date from this 
period.

Afterword: The Stuyvesant 
Apartments managed to survive well into 
the 20th century. Film buffs may recognize 
the building in the 1947 film, Kiss of Death, 
which starred Richard Widmark in his first 
film role. The scene in which he pushes an 
old woman in a wheelchair down a steep 
flight of stairs was shot in the Stuyvesant 
Apartments.

The lovely old building that was New 
York’s first apartment house was demolished 
in 1957 to make way for Gramercy Green, a 
14-story building with 240 apartments.

Robert Scott is a local historian with an abiding 
interest in all aspects of history. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

How Apartments Came to America
HOUSING

The first apartment house in New York City was built at 142 East 18th Street in 1869. Before 
it reached the century mark, it was demolished in 1957. This photo was made by photographer 
Berenice Abbott on December 8, 1936, and is in the collection of the New York Public Library.

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

Continued from page 8
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By 
EVAN LEVINE, M.D.
I am a physician who 
was just thrown out of 
the United Health Care 
Advantage Plan. Forgive 
me If I sound a bit 

pompous or arrogant here; it is not my usual 
demeanor. I do not drive an expensive car 
and I do not adorn it with MD license plates. 
I drive to work in my Honda, well dressed 
but not in thousand-dollar suits. And I do 
not advertise my credentials, although I feel, 
to make my point I need to at this time.

President Obama, in 2009 you told the 
citizens or our country, during an American 
Medical Associations Conference, “If you 
like your doctor, you will be able to keep your 
doctor, period” .

About two weeks ago patients like 
Anne P came to my office upset, some in 
tears, distraught over why I would no longer 
be in their United Health Care (UHC) 
Advantage Program. “Had I dropped out of 
the plan without telling them,” some asked. 

How would they find a new doctor they 
could trust, and in only two months time? 
And why would they have to find someone 
when they have known me for up to twenty 
years? What they did not know is that I 
had no idea I was no longer a part of their 
healthcare plan until the patients began to 
inform me. It was not I who quit them but 
their insurance company who tossed me out 
like a piece of trash.

My staff shot off an e-mail to the UHC 
representative and got this response:

“All I can advise is that these Drs 
[doctors] are being affected due to United 
making changes to the network com-
position to meet the future needs of our 
members. Our Physician contracts provide 
us the right to do so without any reason. Any 
further action should be followed according 
to the appeals process outlined in the letter.”

We wrote back: “This is not an 
answer, the contracted providers are being 
terminated from this network without 
cause. There needs to be a better response 
than inviting the MDs to appeal. Please 

provide an explanation.”
They responded: “I’ve provided you a 

reason as well as next steps should the Drs 
[doctors] choose. We are not contractually 
or legally required to provide you with a 
reason.”

 I wondered why I was tossed out 
of UHC Advantage and not other 
cardiologists?

Ironically only a few days before I 
received a letter from one of the most senior 
physicians at UHC who had recently read one 
of my articles about how some unscrupulous 
cardiologists rip-off insurance companies: 
http://www.leftistreview.com/2013/10/29/
the-best-healthcare-system-in-the-world/
evanlevine/. After reading my article his 
response included the following: “I know it 
has been years since we have spoken. As you 
can see, my career has taken an interesting 
turn”.

Upon reflection, I tell myself, “With 
this in mind, I have to say his review of my 
articles is really excellent”.

I wondered if UHC tossed me out 

because of my credentials: 
I graduated Summa Cum Laude from 
a highly competitive six-year medical 
program and received honors, at Mount 
Sinai in Junior and Senior Medicine as well 
as Surgery. I’m boarded in three specialties 
and have always passed with high grades. I 
suspect that this was not the reason.

Perhaps I am not honest in providing 
care: I have not accepted any invitations to 
speak for big Pharma for over 15 years; and 
I do not take part in rental schemes with 
internists to obtain consult. I am known 
not to allow my patients to participate in 
any drug trials unless they may benefit from 
that trial. I make decisions that are best for 
the patient, even if unpopular, and have sent 
patients to hospitals, where I am not on staff, 
my I when I felt it was best for the patient.

Perhaps I bill too much or increase 
cost to UHC and other insurers: According 
to published data by the non-profit site 
Propublica : http://projects.propublica.org/
checkup/ the average cost for a Medicare 
prescription filed by Dr. Evan Levine was 

$48.22 , making me one of the least costly 
prescribers in the country! A cardiologist 
that was allowed to stay in UHC Advantage, 
by comparison, had an average cost of $87.83 
per prescription. Multiply that by over a 
few thousand prescriptions in a year and I 
think I practice very cost-effective medicine, 
especially compared with most of the cardi-
ologists that were not thrown out of UHD 
Advantage. And by the way, the physician 
who I compared my prescription drug costs 
to does prostitute himself to Pharma and 
takes home a nice remuneration for lecture 
fees.

So I ask you President Obama, as well 
as the president of UHC, why I was thrown 
out of UHC Advantage Care without 
warning if I am well trained, if a most senior 
member of your company tells me that my 
articles about healthcare are excellent, and if I 
am one of the most cost-effective practicing 
heart doctors in the country? Why?

About the author: Dr. Evan S. Levine is a car-
diologist in New York and a Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Medicine at Montefiore Medical 
Center – Albert Einstein College of Medicine. 
He is also the author of the book “What Your 
Doctor Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You”. He resides in 
Connecticut with his wife and children.

Thrown Out of the United Health Care Advantage Plan
Open letter addressed to the President of the United Health Care Advantage Plan and to U.S. President Barack Obama

MEDICINE WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (or CAN’T) TELL YOU

Ah the Brent Mydland years were not my 
most favorites for several reasons. Garcia’s 
guitar and voice were already in decline; the 
band had fallen into ruts that lacked spon-
taneity, Mydland’s vocals always rubbed me 
the wrong way, and gone were the jams that 
brilliantly intertwined their songs. So it’s no 
surprise that this fall ’85 gig had me thinking 
back to their more radiant years of the past.

The first set opens with a pretty okay 
cover of “Dancing In the Streets” where the 
first rub is Mydland’s female like background 
vocals, Weir’s voice is quirky, and I didn’t 
appreciate Garcia’s guitar effected electronics. 
The supposed segue (is more like the band 
taking a brief pause) switches to “Cold Rain 
and Snow” finds Garcia’s vocal sounding 
like an old man. Willie Dixon’s “Little Red 
Rooster” is a total train-wreck that meanders 
for over eight minutes. The set gets a brief 
lift from a bouncy “Me and My Uncle” that 
shifts into a quick drum riff to Johnny Cash’ 
“Big River” as the band rekindles some old 
flashes even though they seem to be holding 
back. Garcia’s “Jack Straw” finally explodes 

near the end with a searing guitar 
solo that becomes the set ending “Don’t 
Ease Me In.” It’s a fifty minute first set that 
leaves me looking forward to the rest of the 
evening.

Set two opens with a somewhat funky 
take of “Sampson and Delilah” that’s not 
special. Next is a boring “High Time” that 
borders on lame. Eleven plus minutes of 
“He’s Gone” nearly puts me to sleep and 
is nothing more than a leisurely stroll, that 
eventually becomes (Willie Dixon again) 
“Spoonful” with weird Weir echo-effect 
vocals that also include odd grumblings. 
“Spoonful” becomes “Comes a Time” (I 
need coffee) that has me reaching for the 
fast-forward function on my remote. “Lost 
Sailor” is also forgettable especially when 
the band decides it’s time for nine minutes 
of dual drumming that concludes the second 
disc – yeah!

The third disc opens with a bad acid 
space jam that finds its way to an uninspired 
“Saint of Circumstance” that possesses a few 
interesting jam moments but spirals into 

an energetic “Gimme Some Lovin’” which 
is easily the highlight of the night. But 
“Gimme Some Lovin’” oddly smashes into 
Bob Dylan’s “She Belongs to Me” that didn’t 
work well for me, followed by a rousing cover 
of Van Morrison’s “Gloria” which would 
have worked far better if it were coupled with 
“Gimme Some Lovin.’” The encore “”Keep 
Your Day Job” seemingly sends the crowd 
home happily.

Also included on disc three are nearly 
forty minutes from a September ’80 show. 
The vault keeper David Lemieux opines that 
“All we had in the vault of that show is what we 
are releasing here.” Plus adding these earlier 
recorded songs provided a glimpse as to how 
much sharper the band was just five years 
prior, and utilized available digital CD space 
providing more bang for your hard-earned 
dollars, pretty cool. The opening “Space” jam 
is far more vivid and Jerry’s guitar gleans 
with surprises in a “Dark Star” way. A very 
perky-funky “Iko Iko” follows and slides 
into a powerful “Morning Dew.” Garcia’s 
vocal and guitar are particularly potent, as 

the band rocks into one of their rock and 
roll anthems “Sugar Magnolia” that has the 
crowd begging for more!

So there you have it. Like all Dick’s Picks 
series this one also comes with yet another 
Caveat Emptor: “DP 21 was mastered from 
the original digital tapes, our earliest foray into 
the digital domain to date. The master tapes are 
Beta PCM cassettes, with stereo digital audio 
recorded on the video track. We’ve aimed to make 
this release sound as good as possible, and we feel 
we’ve succeeded. Hopefully you will agree, enjoy”

Hmmm, there’s usually a mention 

about the quality of the music in these 
quotes. Perhaps there’s some purposely 
omitted food for thought?

Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 
celebrating 13 + years on the air at WFDU 
- http://wfdu.fm , 24x7 On Demand 
Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/
show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds of Blue 
is the most pledged to program for 5 con-
secutive years. Senior Contributing Editor 
to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com , http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Grateful Dead
Dick’s Picks Twenty-One Richmond, 
VA 11/1/85 & more  
www.RealGoneMusic.com

http://www.leftistreview.com/2013/10/29/the-best-healthcare-system-in-the-world/evanlevine/
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By Prof. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
Among the problems that we 
as a nation have been grap-
pling with since the end of 
the Great Recession, which 

ended in 2009, is the persistence of unem-
ployment, or more specifically long-term 
unemployment. It has been commonplace 
to assume that long-term unemployment is 
due to structural change which has resulted 
in a skills mismatch. There is no question 
that structural changes in the economy mean 
that jobs that were eliminated, because of 
shocks due to the financial crisis that then 
led to downturns in the business cycle, are 

not coming back. But this may assume too 
much. On the contrary, the principal issue is 
the depth of the recession which has led to 
a severe decrease in aggregate demand for 
goods and services.

To a certain extent the structural change 
model parallels the assumptions of Joseph 
Schumpeter’s “creative destruction” model 
that the new and technologically more 
advanced will replace the old and obsolete. 
While this is supposedly the mark of progress 
in the capitalist market place, it effectively 
results in the displacement of workers who 
find that their existing skills no longer match 
the skills requirements of the new indus-
tries. Hence the mantra of invest more in 
job training. Although upgrading of skills is 

always important, this approach merely shifts 
responsibility from those economic arrange-
ments that have given us these problems to 
the individual workers. Employers who use 
the cover of recession to “restructure” obvi-
ously bear no responsibility for doing what 
they are supposed to. Rather it is the respon-
sibility of workers to make sure that they are 
prepared to be reabsorbed back into the new 
economy.

The only problem is that labor market 
data from the Current Population Survey 
(CPS) for 2007-2010 really does not bear any 
of this out. In past recessions, those who bore 
the brunt were primarily blue collar workers. 
In this recession, everybody was affected across 
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By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
Dr. Joseph N. Hankin, the 
longest serving commu-
nity college president in 
the nation, announced his 
retirement as president of 

Westchester Community College (“WCC”) 
on Tuesday, November 12th. Dr. Hankin has 
served in this position since 1971.

Announcing his retirement, Dr. Hankin 
said, “For the past 42 years, it has been my honor 
to serve the Board of Trustees, administra-
tion, faculty, staff, student body, and residents of 
Westchester County in the position of President 
of Westchester Community College. Our accom-
plishments over the past decades have come as the 
result of a joint effort by a team of individuals. I 
am now announcing my retirement. The Board 
has granted me a leave of absence from January 1, 
2014 through December 31, 2014.”

The college release concerning Dr. 
Hankin’s retirement expanded on some of Dr. 
Hankin’s activities during his leave of absence, 
stating “During his leave, Dr. Hankin will 
assist the trustees in the college’s search for a 
new president and will also assist in college 
visibility and outreach efforts along with 
other projects related to the development and 
refinement of programs and services to meet 
the needs of the college.”

In his acceptance of Dr. Hankin’s retire-
ment, Board of Trustees Chair Timothy 
Carey said, “Dr. Hankin has been the ‘soul’ of the 
institution and his achievements have spanned 
decades. We are pleased that he will be assisting 
in the transition to a new President.” The transi-
tion to a new president, as explained by Carey, 
will begin with the naming of an Interim 
President later this year after the college’s 

Board of Trustees confers with the Board 
of Trustees of the State University of New 
York. Meanwhile, a search committee will be 
formed and a national search for a permanent 
successor to Dr. Hankin will begin shortly. An 
outside firm will be hired to assist with the 
search, which may last a full year. Carey added 
that SUNY is assigning a liaison between the 
SUNY Board and our Board and that the two 
groups will work on naming an interim leader 
shortly and a full-time, permanent President 
after the national search.

Dr. Hankin came to WCC after serving 
four years as president of Maryland’s Harford 
Community College. The WCC statement 
on Dr. Hankin’s retirement relates that during 
his interview for the position from which 
he now retires, he laid out goals of opening 
the campus to the community, expanding 
academic programs, repairing infrastructure, 

affordability for students and constant expan-
sion to keep pace with Westchester growth.

Alfred Del Bello, former Westchester 
County Executive (1974-1982; later NYS LT. 
Governor, 1983-84), remembers working with 
Dr. Hankin, telling The Westchester Guardian. 
“At that time, we set the budget for the college 
through the general county budget. At all our 
meetings, he was extremely well prepared. He 
knew every detail about everything involved 
with the business of the college and its relation 
with the county. During my time working with 
him, we built another building on the campus. He 
was a very capable guy and a pleasure to work 
with.”

Marist College President Dennis 
J. Murray (himself a 35 year veteran in his 
position) added his praise of Dr. Hankin to 
The Westchester Guardian, saying, “Joe is well 
respected by his colleagues. He is admired by other 
long-service presidents both for his competence and 
his perseverance. He has a remarkable record over 
an incredible period of time and I know he must 
take great pride in having built a very fine college 
in Westchester. Westchester County has grown 
dramatically during his tenure and he managed 
comparable growth in the college to keep pace with 
its mission.”

Dr. Hankin, a native of New York City, 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social 
Sciences from the City College of New York 
and Master of Arts and Doctor of Education 
degrees in History and in the Administration 
of Higher Education from Columbia 
University’s Graduate Faculties and Teachers 
College (he also holds honorary doctorates from 
Mercy College, the College of New Rochelle, 
Manhattan College and Lehman College-City 
University of New York).

After graduation, Dr. Hankin taught at 

the City University of New York from 1962 
to 1965 and then joined Teachers College, 
Columbia University, where he is now a full 
professor. Also in 1965, he began his admin-
istrative career at Hartford Community 
College where he held a variety of positions 
until, at age 26, he assumed the position of 
president, which he held for four and a half 
years before coming to WCC in 1971.

In an interview with The Westchester 
Guardian, Dr. Hankin said that he had chosen 
this time to retire rather than two years ago 
on the occasion of his 40th Anniversary (see 
tribute -- http://www.sunywcc.edu/cms/
wp-content/uploads/2012/02/40th-
Anniversary-Journal.pdf ) or in three years 
when he reached 45 years in office because 
“I have accomplished what I set out to do when 
I began in the position. At that time, I laid out 
thirty-two things that needed to be done for the 
college to grow and better serve the community. 
One of my major goals was availability of the 
college to Westchester residents – when I began my 
presidency, there was a barbed wire fence around 
the campus. That came down rather rapidly.”

Dr. Hankin said that he will continue 
to have some relation with the college, saying 
“Although I will not be picking my successor from 
the pool of candidates, I will be involved in setting 
up the process of selection. I will also be doing some 
advising and public relations.” He mentioned 

that his wife has recently retired after years as a 
school superintendent and that, while it is too 
close to his recent announcement to have firm 
retirement plans, he does have a project that 
will have his attention. “Since high school, I’ve 
been collecting statistics and quotes on things that 
interest me and these notes have been useful for 
writing and speeches. I now have approximately 
80,000 note cards which I’m going to digitize and 
organize so that they may be useful to others.”

He also told The Westchester Guardian 
that his plans aren’t firm on whether he will 
write a book on the challenges to higher edu-
cation, saying “Quality higher education is a 
must in today’s world. Tuition must be affordable, 
the educational offerings must be challenging and 
of the highest quality, and the technology must be 
current.”

Whatever Dr. Hankin decides to do 
in the future, it is obvious that Westchester 
Community College, the tens of thousands of 
students serviced by it, Westchester County, 
and the entire field of higher education owe 
a tremendous debt to Dr. Joseph N. Hankin 
for his 42 years.

Links to other writings, Podcasts, & Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com; 
hear my interview of Westchester Guardian 
Editor Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkradio.com/
rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show

Dr. Joseph N. Hankin.

WCC President Hankin Announces Retirement

Continued on page 12

What Can We Learn from the Long-Term Unemployed in 
the New York City Metropolitan Area?
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By LUKE HAMILTON
Is that really the best they 
can do? After weeks of 
taking body blow after 
body blow, the Obama 
Administration settled 

on some new talking points which they 
feel will deflect the rising tide of hostility 
directed their way by millions of outraged 
Americans, dealing with cancelled insur-
ance policies and rising premiums.

“[T]here are a number of Americans, 
fewer than 5 percent of Americans, who’ve 
got cut-rate plans that don’t offer real finan-
cial protection in the event of a serious 
illness or an accident. . . Remember, before 
the Affordable Care Act, these bad apple 
insurers had free rein every single year to 

limit the care that you received or used 
minor pre-existing conditions to jack up 
your premiums or bill you into bankruptcy.” 
– President Obama, October 30, 2013

Parsing the President’s position, it 
seems that what really upsets him is that 
a private company has the right to change 
the price they charge for their product 
from year to year, based on market data. 
You know who else is upset by this same 
phenomenon? The socialist dictator of 
Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro! Just this week, 
“President” Maduro announced a new 
round of price controls and promised to 
place limits on profit margins, if granted 
the power by the Venezuelan congress. 
He even went so far as to force a private 
electronics company to sell their goods at 
a price deemed “fair” by the government, 

with armed soldiers at every store location. 
This after throwing some of the bourgeois 
capitalists who run the company in jail for 
their intransigence. They lost their freedom 
because it interfered with the government’s 
idea of right and wrong. It appears the 
presidential administrations of America 
and Venezuela have more in common than 
previously thought.

We know, thanks to Valerie Jarrett, 
that President Obama is so smart that he’s 
“bored to death and too smart for ordinary 
people”, so some idiot in his speech-writ-
ing cadre must have slipped this pathetic 
talking point past him while he was 
yawning in bored brilliance. Arbitrary 
economic limits don’t work and never have. 
Look at rent control in New York City. 
Take a peek at the correlation between 
unemployment rates and minimum wage 
legislation. Examine attempts to establish 
government price limits from the United 
States Food Administration during World 
War I, to Nazi Germany, to modern day 
Venezuela, whose currency is staggering 
under an inflation rate of 54% after years of 
mandated price controls.

On the surface, government-man-
dated price caps sound like the “right thing 
to do”, so why don’t they work? Arbitrary 
limits always backfire because they ignore 
fundamental economic pressures. President 
Obama seems to think we had seventeen 
million Americans who were somehow 
forced into buying fraudulent “cut-rate” 
insurance policies. He is ignoring the 

fact that each of those individuals made a 
personal evaluation of their finances and 
their medical needs and decided to purchase 
the insurance policy which best met their 
needs, at the cost they could afford. It’s safe 
to say that if they could have afforded a plan 
with better benefits, they likely would have 
purchased that plan on their own! But here 
comes Obamacare to the rescue, forcing 
these individuals to pay for something they 
couldn’t afford previously. 

Imagine if the President made it his 
mission to place everyone in America who 
is driving an El Camino into a brand new 
Cadillac. So he passed a law which states 
that everyone who owns an El Camino no 
longer has a valid car title, but has to turn 
in their beater to buy a new Cadillac. Don’t 
you think that they would’ve already bought 
the Cadillac if they could afford it? Yet, the 
arrogance of progressives always presumes 
that they know what is best for everyone; 
and they are always willing to force you to 
accept their valuation. Like Maduro, they 
know the “fair” price which businesses 
should be charging. They know a “cut-
rate” insurance plan when they see one and 
they’re going to make sure you get what’s 
best for you, consequences be damned! 

What President Obama fails to 
understand is that Americans should be 
free to purchase cut-rate insurance if they 
so desire. This is a fundamental necessity 
of a free-market economy. Individuals are 
free to choose from a variety of products 
and services in order to find the one which 
offers the most value at the best price. 
Likewise, businesses are free to offer their 
wares at whatever price they choose. The 

most successful ones will find a price which 
allows them to sustain profitability while 
offering value to their customers. That’s it. It 
is that simple. Anything else is noise, meant 
to confuse and distract from the fundamen-
tal principles in play.

As much as the President wants to 
drag us to a cut-rate socialist economy, the 
revenue required for his massive entitle-
ment expansion depends on a robust 
economy. Making arbitrary determina-
tions about which private insurance policy 
choices are acceptable and which are not is 
yet another case of the government trying 
to pick winners and losers. It is a hack-
neyed excuse which gets trotted out when 
progressive politicians are running for 
cover. It has no sound economic basis and 
should be beneath our brainiac-in-chief. 
He may think he’s too smart for ordinary 
people, but he’s demonstrated yet again that 
he is simultaneously oblivious to historical 
precedent and ignorant of basic economic 
principles.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist.  When not penning 
columns for ClashDaily.com, Hamilton spends 
his time astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, 
leading bands of liberty-starved citizens from 
the progressive gulags of Illinois to [relative] 
freedom.  Hamilton is the creative mind/
voice behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a 
budding production company which resides at 
www.PillarCloudProductions.com.  He owes 
all to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his weakness.

the board. In the U.S., for instance, unemploy-
ment has indeed been higher among those 
with no more than a 12th grade educa-
tion, high school graduates, and those with 
only some college. It has been lower among 
those with associate degrees, BA degrees, and 
graduate and professional degrees.

The New York City Metro area, however, 
was different. There was actually a greater 
increase in unemployment among those with 
a BA degree, followed by some college, and 
then advanced degrees. In fact, the long-term 
unemployed in the New York City Metro 
area has either an associates degree or BA, is 
either between the ages of 20-24 or 45-54, 
works as either an office worker / adminis-
trative support staff or a transportation and 
material moving worker, and is in either the 
wholesale and retail trade or the accommoda-
tion and food service industries. This person is 
also among the least advantaged segment of 

the labor force.
To the extent that this is true, it might 

not necessarily support the notion that long-
term unemployment is a function of structural 
changes, or at least structural changes that 
occurred since 2007, as opposed to those that 
have been occurring over the last few decades. 
To be more specific, those most likely to be 
among the long-term unemployed in 2009 in 
the New York City Metro area were those in 
the management industry and those working 
in office / administrative occupations and 
installation and repair occupations, particu-
larly in households earning less than $30,000.

Those in specific occupations in house-
holds earning less than $30,000 would appear 
to capture that the long-term unemployed are 
indeed among the least advantaged segment 
of the labor force, which appears to be more 
so in the New York City Metro area than the 
rest of the nation. Although this might well 
reflect a much higher cost of living in the New 
York City Metro area than elsewhere, it would 

also appear to speak to a subset of low-skilled 
workers.

If the source of long-term unemploy-
ment was structural, we might expect to see 
more long-term unemployment in manu-
facturing and among production workers 
and craftspeople. The story of structural 
change should be one of higher paying and 
higher skilled jobs, as craftspeople or other 
production occupations in manufacturing, 
disappearing and ultimately being replaced 
with low-paying and low-skilled jobs in the 
service sector.

Of course, the New York City Metro 
area may be different from the rest of the 
nation for the simple reason that the reces-
sion began with the financial meltdown and 
the hub of the economy in the metro area 
is finance, trade, and management. It would 
therefore stand to reason that in a deep 
enough recession the long-term unemployed 
would be found among management. But as 
the recession rippled through the economy 

the effects were the same as they always were. 
As demand for goods and services decline, 
firms laid workers off, thereby resulting in 
further unemployment as those laid off now 
found that they too lacked the wherewithal 
to demand goods and services. The lessons 
could not be more clear: if middle class jobs 
have disappeared and what replaces them are 
lower paying jobs, the effect will nonetheless 
be a reduction in aggregate demand because 
workers with lower incomes have even less to 
spend.

The absence of structural change, then, 
would appear to point in the direction of 
some type of wage policy that would buttress 
the purchasing power of the middle class. The 
competitive market model will of course argue 
that tighter labor markets will drive wages up, 
but with the persistence of long-term unem-
ployment we can expect slack labor markets 
for years to come, which according to the 
same competitive market theory will only 
drive wages down. On the contrary, a more 
deliberate wage policy that would effectively 
give workers, especially low-wage workers, 

voice and a degree of monopoly power would 
appear to be the answer. Arguably, for there to 
be benefit for the New York City Metro area, 
policy would have to occur at the national 
level, because competition between states and 
localities for investment often results in a race 
to the bottom, which is contrary to the objec-
tives of wage policy: wages that bolster the 
middle class.
Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public policy 
in the School for Public Affairs at Metropolitan 
College of New York (olevin-waldman@met-
ropolitan.edu ) and author of several books on 
wage policy. They include: Wage Policy, Income 
Distribution and Democratic Theory (Routledge 
2011); The Political Economy of the Living 
Wage: A Study of Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 
2005); and The Case of the Minimum Wage: 
Competing Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). 
He is a researcher for the Employment Policy 
Research Network (EPRN), and some of his 
work can be found at http://www.employment-
policy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman.
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- RENOVATED APARTMENTS
 FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful,  Newly Renovated, Spacious
1 Bedroom Apartment

$1350/Month
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350 - $1500/Month

1 Block from Metro North Fleetwood Train Station
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.

Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets, 
Stoves & Refrigerators.

Credit Check Required • Available Immediately 
 Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
While preparing recently 
to interview attorney and 
ex-head of the Justice 
Department’s Cybercrime 
unit Mark D. Rasch on 

my weekly radio show (“The johnmac Radio 
Show” -- podcasts of past shows linked from my 
website -- www.johnmac13.com), I watched 
a terrific video of a television discussion that 
he and ACLU representative Christopher 
Soghoian had with Washington Post 
reporter Nia-Malika Henderson on the 
subject of alleged FBI intrusion into the 
computers of subjects of  investigations 
(“The FBI In Your Computer”--  http://
www.washingtonpost.com/posttv/video/
onbackground/inside-the-fbis-hacking-
program/2013/08/09/310d06e4-0123-
11e3-9a3e-916de805f65d_video.html).

The reports of the FBI intrusion came 
not from Edward Snowden or Wikileaks 
but from Soghoian’s discovery of rather 
uncircumspect postings on LinkedIn by FBI 
subcontractors who puffed up their resumes 
by taking credit for the discovery of “Zero 
Day” bugs in new releases of Operating 
Systems or Application Programs that would 
allow access to users’ computer using such 
software.

These Zero Day holes were then alleg-
edly used by the FBI or its subcontractors to 
not only gain access to the user’s computer but 
to plant programs that would send copies of 
material contained in user files to the inves-
tigators; log all user keystrokes; record all 
telecommunications conversations; and / or 
turn on the user’s microphone or video camera 
on command and send audio or images to the 
investigators -- obviously a very powerful tool.

Both Rasch and Soghoian agreed that 
the FBI was likely to follow Department 
of Justice guidelines in obtaining proper 
warrants in carrying out such intrusions but 
expressed doubts that, as the knowledge of 
such Zero Day holes passed down to local law 
enforcement departments, the adherence to 
strict guidelines would be guaranteed.

Some might say upon initially hearing 
this, “So what? The FBI investigates suspected 
terrorists, pedophiles, kidnappers, and organized 
crime figures.” The obvious answer to this 
attitude is that the Constitutional protec-
tions against illegal search and seizure do not 
only protect these alleged miscreants but also 
protect all of us against illegal invasion of our 
privacy.

In this case, however, the danger for us 
from such activities is not only the lack of pro-
tection of our civil liberties -- it is much more 
than that. As Soghoian pointed out, “terrorists 
and pedophiles do not use special computers 
and software; they use the same systems as 
all the rest of us.” Therefore, any undetected 
and fixed bug that provided access to our 
Windows, Macintosh, and Linux operation 

systems, Office Programs, Browsers, Games, 
etc. exposes all users of those systems to 
intrusion. 

The investigative agencies do not report 
the discovered bugs to the Microsofts, Apples, 
and Googles, etc. because they wish the 
entry points to systems to stay open -- and, 
thus, they expose all users of these systems to 
hackers, identity thieves, industrial spies (ex. 
China), and other “bad actors.”

Rasch, in his comments on the above-
mentioned show and his interviews with me, 
is not necessarily against new investigative 
techniques or gathering of information to 
“protect us against terrorists.” He does feel, 
however, that there must be transparency and 
public debate about such methods -- a public 
explanation of the methods and an airing of 
the “cost” (great reduction of our expectation 
of privacy) / “benefit” (thwarting of large 
scale terrorist acts and apprehension of major 
threats to our well-being) of such systems. 
Rasch pointed out that in today’s climate such 
debate is impossible because it is one-sided 
as the government holds all the information 
on the number of  intrusions, apprehensions, 
plots thwarted, etc. and all this information is 
“classified.”

Rasch, also in the television discus-
sion, pointed out that the laws that we are 
attempting to apply to modern technology 
are a century old and, once again, should be 
the subject of debate -- “Is injecting a software 
monitor into a suspect’s computer through 
public communications lines the same as 
breaking into a person’s home to plant a listen-
ing device” (here I paraphrased)? A question 
like this is both confusing if you look at it from 
all angles and calls for a kneejerk response if 
you look at it from just one perspective:

As a civil liberties advocate, they are the 
same -- they would both invade my privacy.

As a technologist, there is a difference -- 
at least in degree. The door is open through 
the public network; it is similar to being 
exposed in Macy’s window. With Macy’s 
window, I could pull down the shades while 
with my computer, I could install encryp-
tion and a firewall (I realize that the analogy 
breaks down when we consider that anyone 
could pull down the shades while only the 
technologically-literate would know about 
firewalls and encryption).

As a journalist who has covered crime 
cases involving technology for years, I rec-
ognize the dangers to us all which might be 
reduced through the use of activities such as 
those utilized by the NSA, FBI, CIA, and 
USPS; I also recognize that any surveillance 
or monitoring done by the NSA and FBI 
may also be done by local law enforcement, 
foreign governments, domestic corporations, 
identity thieves, hackers, intellectual property 
thieves and others who have no business in 
my private data.

It seems, therefore, that the issue of 
privacy in the all-pervasive information age 

is a prime example of the adage “For every 
complex problem, there is a simple solution -- 
and it’s usually wrong!” We need public debate 
on this issue with a high degree of transpar-
ency -- an occurrence which I see as hardly 
likely with our present dysfunctional federal 
government.  

Coincidently, after watching the 
above video, I happened to read long-time 
NSA watcher James Bamfield’s article in 
the August 15, 2013 New York Review of 
Books,  “They Know More a Than You Think 
(James Bamford – “They Know More a 
Than You Think” -- http://www.nybooks.
com/articles/archives/2013/aug/15/nsa-
they-know-much-more-you-think/).” 
In it, he mentions a July 1, 1920 occasion 
when a representative of Woodrow Wilson’s 
administration, Herbert O. Yardley, met with 
Newcomb Carlton, the president of Western 
Union and convinced him to give Yardley’s 
new Intelligence unit, “The Black Chamber,” 
secret access on a daily basis to messages sent 
through the Western Union wires. Carlton 
agreed to comply, although granting the 
request was patently illegal.

Bamford contends that this secret and 
illegal intrusion soon extended to telephone 
communications and was run by the NSA 
and its predecessors until 1975 when these 
activities came to light in a Senate Committee 
investigation headed by Frank Church. The 
Church committee hearings led to broad 
reforms laying out guidelines for such tele-
phone tapping which Bamfied says were 
adhered to until after 9/11 when President 
George W. Bush “took the wraps off” of the 
agency, returning them to unlawful surveil-
lance to protect the country. 

I quoted the Bamford piece to Rasch 
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A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Free Fall
By JOHN SIMON
In a letter, Samuel Beckett 
objected to his radio play 
“All That Fall” being turned 
into a stage play. The heroine, 
Maddy Dunne Rooney, is 

trudging to the railway station to meet her 
blind husband Dan, returning by rail to the 
unnamed Irish burg with its very rural sur-
roundings. The train is late, because as emerges 
at play’s end, a child fell out onto the track and 
consequent death.

Near the end, Maddy quotes the bible, 
“The Lord upholdeth all that fall and raiseth 
all those that be bowed down,” whereat the 
Rooneys burst into “wild laughter.” As the 
Beckett scholar John Pilling writes, “sundry 
references to falling mostly deflate the biblical 
conceit, reducing fateful misfortunes to 
clownish pratfalls, and death-and-damnation 

imagery to sexual innuendo.”
Along the way, Maddy meets punningly 

named characters: the shepherd Christy 
(abortive Christ figure) who drives a manure 
cart, Mr. Tyler (toiler) who rides a bicycle with 
one deflated tire, Mr. Slocum (sexually slow 
to come), whose car won’t start and is hard to 
climb onto, the supremely spinsterish Miss 

Fitt (misfit), and the fractious stationmaster, 
Mr. Barrell (presumably excessive imbiber). 
Both coming and going, she hears an even 
lonelier old woman play a recording of “Death 
and the Maiden.” Returning, she supports her 
blind husband and stops him from bowing 
too far down into a smelly ditch.

The people she meets all have a close kin 

either very sick or dead, though they pretend 
to bear up well enough. The scene in which 
it takes two men to hoist the 200-pound 
Maddy into Slocum’s car is emblematic of 
human plight; the woman’s name, Maddy 
Dunne Rooney, even implies mad, done for 
and ruined.

Over the radio, the vivid language would 
be concentrated on, “coming out of the dark” 
as Beckett wished; the problematic stage 
action merely deflects attention. Trevor Nunn, 
the celebrated director, could do little for the 
production, with the actors seated on both 
edges of the stage between appearances, and 
with loud radio sound effects for scraping feet, 
jolly-voiced farm animals, rattling train. and 
drenching rain and wind.

What does obtain is the mystery of the 
child’s death, here intensified by Dan’s playing 
with a small ball, possibly the child’s. Self-
described as a child-hater, and thus suspect, 
how nevertheless could  a blind and variously 
afflicted man heave a child off a moving train? 
Hugh Kenner may be right when he calls 
“this epistemological point faintly irritating, 
but it interferes little with the play’s enchant-
ment.” Another Beckett specialist, Ruby 
Cohn, perceives the play as proving the con-
tention in another Beckett play, “Endgame,” 
that nothing is funnier than misfortune.

This said, there are consistently good 
performances by fine Irish actors, although 
also an excessive tendency to shout. As for 
the two stars, Michael Gambon is a powerful, 
scary Dan Rooney, who may rightly overcom-
pensate with loudness for blindness—and 
perhaps guilt. Understated is the wonderful 
Eileen Atkins. Though far from the specified 
200 pounds that justify the efforts to get her 
into a car, she is in every other way the ideal 
Maddy. She manages to be both endearingly 
befuddled by life, yet no less lustily self-assert-
ing than pathetically self-effacing. Above 
all. she delightfully conveys the charms of 
Beckett’s language, the play’s chief virtue, and 
voices, though the one non-Irish cast member 
(other than little Jerry), the only truly musical 
Irish brogue.

Three decades since Beth Henley’s hit 
with “Crimes of the Heart” and its follow-
ing film version, Henley’s subsequent plays, 
despite spotty appeal, have never quite made 
it. Now, with a very different work, “The 

Jacksonian,” she has written a wildly compel-
ling piece given an exemplary production by 
the Geffen Playhouse, now embraced by The 
New Group.

This is a pitch-dark comedy or inter-
mittently droll drama, with four of its five 
characters guilty of evil or at least annoying 
acts, two of them indeed murderers.  We get 
the smug dentist Bill Perch, now residing at 
the Jacksonian, a motel just outside Jackson, 
Mississippi., Ms. Henley’s home town, while 
his wife has instigated divorce proceedings 
based on adultery. She has been a mental pain, 
but he has inflicted physical injury on her. The 
only moral family member is their teen-age 
daughter, Rosy, the play’s narrator relating 
profuse offstage goings-on.

The action moves skillfully between 
the day of the visibly enacted murder and 
several months leading up to it, the glaring 
contrast between what was hoped for and 
what dismally eventuated. Rosy spends much 
time doing homework in the motel’s barroom, 
where Fred Weber, the untrustworthy, vaguely 
sinister bartender holds forth, and Eva White, 
a sexy motel maid, who bestows her body on 
both Fred and Bill, often drops in to agitate 
for Fred’s keeping his promise to marry her.

The play ingeniously fuses its two main 
plots—a fraying marriage and a unilateral 
engagement—with other plot elements, 
much of it involving Rosy, the poetic narrator, 
stepping in and out of the action. I have no 
wish to go into the complex and steadily 
absorbing plot, beyond affirming that it 
leads inexorably to a violent conclusion and 
mightily ironic epilogue.

The exemplary motel setting by Walter 
Spangler comprises motel room, barroom and 
area around the corridor ice machine, which 
may symbolize the iciness of the chilling story. 
There are good costumes by Ana Kuzmanic, 
and especially the surefooted direction of 
Robert Falls, enhanced where needed by the 
fight staging of Ned Mochel. Falls is the rare 
director able to persuade without ostentatious 
display of cleverness, providing human tics 
without directorial tricks.

Ed Harris is a master of intensity, 
outward smoothness and inner violence, his 
riveting Bill never ungrabbing the scruff of 
our neck. As Susan, Amy Madigan, who is 
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Michael Gambon and Eileen Atkins in Samuel Beckett’s “All That Fall”.

during my radio interview and asked him 
whether, in view of the history of the gov-
ernment in this area, new laws would be any 
more observed that the older ones. He felt 
that they would be if Congress were account-
able and carried out its oversight responsibility 
better than it has in the past. Obviously this 
would be a concerned public’s responsibility to 
insure that Congress did just that.

Staying on the law, I further mentioned 

to Rasch an October 31st article in the New 
York Times, “No U.S. Action, So States Move 
on Privacy Law” (http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/10/31/technology/no-us-
action-so-states-move-on-privacy-law.
html) in which Jonathan Stickland, a 
Republican state representative in Texas is 
quoted as saying “Congress is obviously not 
interested in updating those things or protecting 
privacy. If they’re not going to do it, states have to do 
it.” I opined that this sounded like a blueprint 
for chaos – in which New York might throw 
out “Opt-outs” (procedures where people are 
automatically enrolled in something or other 

unless they took the trouble to say “No”) 
and require “Opt-ins” which require positive 
action on the behalf of the subscriber – while 
New Jersey might continue to let “Opt-outs” 
(the majority of the procedures on on-line 
services such as Facebook). He did not agree 
with me and pointed to examples of the states 
taking the lead in other circumstances while 
having differing procedures or regulations – I 
certainly defer to his knowledge of legal and 
regulatory history.

When all is said and done, it think that 
it is obvious that the public is entitled to a 

full and open debate concerning what we 
have found out about the procedures carried 
out by the NSA and FBI “to keep us safe” 
-- computer users are entitled to know, for 
instance, that the FBI is willing to keep 
the systems of law-abiding citizens at risk 
to possibly catch miscreants – and we are 
entitled to know how successful (or unsuc-
cessful) this tactic is. For such transparency to 
occur, however, the public must be informed 
and care enough to bring great pressure on 
Congress to move in this direction.

Sadly, I have little confidence that this 

will happen!
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerating 
technology on the world around us. These changers 
normally happen under our personal radar until 
we find that the world as we knew it is no more.  
Links to other writings, Podcasts, & Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com; 
hear my interview of Westchester Guardian 
Editor Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkradio.com/
rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show 
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By LEE DANIELS
Arriving last month at quaint, 
historic, Lambertville, NJ to 
attend a memorial service 
for friend and high-school 
classmate, Frank Weeden, a 

moving event in which family, colleagues, and 

former schoolmates of Frank’s gathered to pay 
tribute to the gifted artist, entrepreneur, and 
local politician, I was consoled by seeing old 
friends, meeting Frank’s family, and finally, by 
the rustic beauty of the area.

Situated on the banks of the Delaware 
River, 11 miles from Trenton, N.J., 

Lambertville is separated by Bucks Co., Penn., 
and the town of New Hope, by a bridge that 
provides a pedestrian walkway on its side and 
a view of both towns and near the place where 
Gen. Washington made his famous crossing 
of the Delaware on Christmas night, 1776, 
a few miles to the south. He is said to have 
spent the night in New Hope the night before 
he crossed over to New Jersey to win a battle 
against the British army in Trenton. Two 
years later, in June, 1778, Washington’s troops 
crossed the Delaware again, this time making 
camp at Lambertville before meeting the 
British at the Battle of Monmouth, 30 miles 
away in what is today Manalapan, NJ, which 
ended in a stalemate.

Walking around Lambertville and 
across the Lambertville-New Hope Bridge 
to equally picturesque New Hope provided a 
relaxing diversion ahead of attending Frank’s 
memorial service.

On the New Hope side of the river was 
the renowned Bucks County Playhouse, its 
traditional, red-and-white, barn-like struc-
ture prominent above the shoreline. All was 
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Free Fall
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also his real-life spouse, expertly combines 
irritation and pathos, evoking sympathy 
and revulsion, angry without lapsing into 
melodramatics.

Extraordinary, too, is Bill Pullman’s Fred, 
melding an Elvis-like wig and Presleyish 
charisma with distinctly disturbing sugges-
tions. As Eva, a fairly vulgar sexpot, yet also a 
pathetic specimen of human flotsam, Glenne 

Headly makes contradictions compelling. As 
Rosy, relative newcomer Juliet Brett perfectly 
conveys the needfulness of a neglected child, 
unassumingly desentimentalizing what might 
be a cloying role.

As you should gather, Beth Henley has 
written a play that is controlledly challenging, 
its provocative dualities a thrill to observe. The 
achievement of “Crimes of the Heart” has 
been diversely reaffirmed, proving her a real 
dramatist and no mere one-trick pony.  

Photos of “All That Fall” by and courtesy 
of Carol Rosegg.

Venue: 59E59 Theater A, 59 East 59th 
Street, New York, NY. Box Office: Ticket 

Central: (212) 279-4200 or visiting 59e59.
org.
John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative Literature 
and has taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount Manhattan 
College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

QUEST & DISCOVERY

Bucks County, Pennsylvania

View of New Hope and Bucks Co. Playhouse. Belvedere-Delaware Railroad near the Inn at Lambertville Station.

Lambertville street scene.

Continued from page 14
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By HEZI ARIS
The Wendover Road water 
main burst about 13 months 
ago. From the very first, and 
eight or nine exhaustive and 
expensive episodes and great 
effort later in finding remedy 

to shut-off valves needing replacement, being 
installed backwards, failing after replacement, 
sleeves that were able to enter the main water 
pipe but incapable of being extracted, forcing 
many feet of pipe requiring replacement, 
designing water bypass sectors, and on and on, 
has sapped time and focus from DPW. Yonkers 
City Hall yesterday advised this reporter, over 
what was a poor telephone connection, while 
I was heading to the Yonkers City Council 
meeting Tuesday late afternoon, that all was in 
order. The fix was in; Yonkers Tribune now learns 
that it is still not fixed.

DPW Deputy Commissioner Sam 
Borelli attempted to confuse me by telling me 
it “was fixed”. Mr Borelli’s demeaning ploy was 
based on his omitting facts. The pictures to 
prove otherwise are herein. There were others 
in what was a four-way conference call that 
validated each other based on Borelli’s telling. 
The other City “Hallers’ could only repeat 
what they were advised by Borelli. He figured 
I would accept his word, but I advised that 
despite my fluency in German, this was not 
1938, I would not “Seig Heil” to his assertions, 
and that I required proof. Besides, I thought, is 
this not America?

Borelli played innocent while conniving 

a story that is denied by the photos herein. 
Shame on DPW Deputy Sam Borelli. I empa-
thize with the people at Yonkers City Hall that 
had to endure his lie of ommission and thereby 
he shamed City Hall by his word when the 
photographs prove otherwise, if anything has 
been fixed. Upon my last minute call to City 
Hall before posting, I was advised, though 
I do not recollect or possibly never heard it 
said because of communications issues, that 
Borelli advised that the site of the repairs would 
be cleared by Friday. That will be borne out 
sometime after Friday.

As things stand now, the 5.5 inch pipes ( 
I was to be corrected by DPW Commissioner 

Thomas Meier at 5:45 p.m., are attached to fire 
hydrants robbing the firefighting apparatus 
from full delivery of water pressure should it be 
required by a fire. That was true before, but is no 
longer the case. The pipes attached to the fire 
hydrants are no longer operating. The 30-inch 
main water main now carries all the capacity 
demanded of it. The “fixed” situation described 
by Borelli was deficient in explaining that the 
equipment is still littering the area. While 
the water concern seems totally operational, 
another concern in the process of fixing was 
revealed. This is being managed now and may 
take a week or two to cure.

Bucks County, Pennsylvania
QUEST & DISCOVERY

quiet as I walked about the town. The fol-
lowing weekend, however, the annual Bucks 
County Antiques Dealers Association 
Antiques Show would fill the town with 
more color and activity, attracting 45 antiques 
dealers from throughout New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania.

The following morning, follow-
ing a hearty breakfast and chat over an 
omelette with the friendly staff of Sneddon’s 
Luncheonette in Lambertville, I met with 
my old high-school friend, Lance Davis, at 
the Delaware Canal State Park, where we 
unloaded our bicycles and took a leisurely, 
10-mile ride along the Delaware & Raritan 

Canal Trail tow path bike path, which runs 
for 60 miles.

Finally, reluctant to call it a day on this 
lovely fall afternoon, Lance and I bade each 

other farewell, and I headed back on the 
75-mile drive back to Westchester, promising 
myself to return one day to Lambertville/New 
Hope for a longer stay.

Lee Daniels, based in Pleasantville, NY, is an Arts 
& Leisure writer for The Westchester Guardian, 
the Yonkers Tribune, and a research editor for 
ICU, a financial services firm in Kiev, Ukraine.

If You Go:
Lodging
The Inn at Lambertville Station 
11 Bridge St. 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(609) 397-9744 
inn@lambertvillestation.com 
www.lambertvillestation.com
1870 Wedgwood Collection of Historic 
Inns 
Aaron Burr House * Umpleby * Wedg-
wood House 
111 W. Bridge St. 
New Hope, PA 18939 
(215) 862-2570 
stay@new-hope-inn.com 
www.1870WedgwoodInn.com

Restaurants
Diners
Sneddon’s Luncheonette 
47 Bridge St. 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(609) 397-3053
Continental
The Inn at Lambertville Station 
www.lambertvillestation.com/dining
Indian
Cross Culture 
13 Klines Court 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(609) 397.3600 
crossculturelambertville@verizon.net
Japanese
Ota Ya 
21 Ferry St. 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(609) 397-9228

Attractions
D&R Canal Trail and Delaware Canal 
State Park 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/
findapark/delawarecanal/ 
A Rambling River Tour (2-10 hours by 
car) 
Compliments of Wedgwood Historic Inns 
(215) 862-2520
Howell Living History Farm 
101 Hunter Rd. 
Titusville, NJ 08560
New Hope School of Art 
Mt. Airy Village Shopping Center 
1326 Rt. 179, unit B-1, P.O. Box 269 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(908) 797-8982 
newhopeschoolofart@yahoo.com 
www.newhopeschoolofart.com
Bucks County Antiques Dealers Associa-
tion Antiques Show 
http://www.bcadapa.org/
Black River & Western Railroad 
Special train excursions and special 
events in Ringoes and Flemington, NJ 
(908) 782-6622 
www.flemingtontrain.org
Antiques/Galleries
Highlands Art Gallery 
41 N. Union St. 
P.O. Box 269 
Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(908) 766-2720 
www.highlandsartgallery.com
Theater
Bucks County Playhouse 
New Hope, PA 18938 
Box Office: (215) 862-2121 
http://www.bcptheater.org/contact/
Wineries
Bucks Co. Wineries 
14 S. Main St. 
New Hope, PA 18939 
(215) 693-1282 
www.wineofbuckscounty.com

Breakfast at Sneddon’s. Lance Davis riding the tow path.

Lambertville-New Hope Bridge
The Wendover Road Water Main “Fix”

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

Continued from page 15
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
In doing my research last 
week on Westchester County 
political offices, I had a won-
derful moment of “accidental 

learning” as I stumbled upon articles about the 
County itself.  We have a very interesting and 
storied home. 

From the historical perspective, 
Westchester was home to many luminaries.  
Before his rout at the Battle of White Plains 
in 1776, Washington stayed at the Elijah 
Miller House which still stands on Virginia 
Road in North White Plains and when the 
yellow fever epidemic hit Philadelphia, our 
second President, John Adams, was forced to 
leave and came to live with his daughter on 
Route 22 in Mount Vernon.

Founding Father John Jay was raised 
in Rye, matriculated at King’s College 
(Columbia) at age 14 and went on to be 
Governor, co-author of the Federalist Papers 
and first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
before retiring to a homestead in Bedford.

After winning the popular vote but 
losing the Presidential election of 1876 to 
Rutherford B. Hayes, Democratic New 
York Governor Samuel J. Tilden retired 
to a Yonkers estate, Greystone, a 30 room 
stone villa including the gardens of the now 
Untermeyer Park.

Third Vice President, Aaron Burr, often 
tried cases at St. Paul’s Church in Mount 

Vernon and when Colonel of the Continental 
Army, took command of the forces in White 
Plains.

Horace Greeley, founder of the New 
York Tribune and the Republican Party as 
well as a Presidential candidate against Ulysses 
S. Grant in 1872, was a Chappaqua resident 
and has been immortalized as a namesake of a 
local high school.

John Peter Zenger wrote an article about 
an Eastchester town election that heavily criti-
cized the New York Governor and resulted in 
a trial for “seditious libel”.  The result in favor 
of Zenger led to the enshrining of freedom of 
the press in the Bill of Rights.

In the more recent past, a Mount Vernon 
native, Lt. Ira Palm, led a raid on Adolph 
Hitler’s Munich apartment in 1945.  Though 
Hitler was not there, Lt. Palm returned home 
with a gold plated pistol bearing the letters 
AH.

Among the County’s many firsts include 
an elevator company, Otis in Yonkers; the first 
self-made female millionaire, hair care maven 
Madame C. J. Walker of Irvington; America’s 
oldest golf club, St. Andrew’s founded in 1899 
and the first synthetic plastic made, Bakelite, 
in Yonkers.

In 1912, an inquisitive college student 
from Yonkers, Edwin Armstrong, invented 
FM radio and the year prior a Dominican 
nun named Mother Mary Alphonsa 
founded the first home for terminal cancer 
patients.  Born Rose Hawthorne, she was 
the daughter of American novelist Nathaniel 

Hawthorne and when she opened a second 
home in Unionville, the town was renamed 
Hawthorne in her honor.

Tuckahoe Marble was used to build The 
New York Public Library, the Federal Reserve 
Bank on Wall Street, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
the U.S. Capitol and the Washington 
Monument.   Painter Norman Rockwell 
lived in New Rochelle from 1913 to 1939 
and painted many of his famous Saturday 
Evening Post covers while in residence.

Westchester’s highest point at 982 feet is 
in Mountain Lake Park in North Salem and 
our oldest building dates back to 1667 and is 
still in use as a library for the Rye Historical 
Society.  Westchester is home to over 50 parks 
and 18,000 acres of green space, the largest 
being Ward Pound Ridge Reservation, five 
times the size of Central Park.

On a less historical and rather fun bent, 
the Glen Island Harbor Club was built as 
a summer resort and during the Big Band 
Era, the venue helped launch the careers of 
Les Brown, the Dorsey Brothers and Glenn 
Miller.  Its casino adjunct was closed in 1978.

Howard Stern started his radio career as 
a disc jockey in Briarcliff Manor, and Beatles 
wives, Yoko Ono and Linda McCarthy, 
both lived in Scarsdale and attended Sarah 
Lawrence College.  One of Scarsdale’s more 
infamous residents was FBI agent Robert 
Hanssen who sold State secrets and began 
his treason while living in Scarsdale in the late 
1970’s.  Aussie actor Mel Gibson was actually 
a Peekskill resident until the age of 12.   

An Interesting and Storied Home

GovernmentSection

Continued on page 18

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

The Wendover Road Water Main “Fix”
The contention this late afternoon, 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013, is that the 
water main is fully operational. The pipes 
connected to the fire hydrants were designed 
around the perimeter of the area being fixed 
will be taken down. Repaving the area when all 
extraneous equipment dismantled will require 
funding not in the budget.

The Yonkers Tribune is most cognizant 

DPW crews have sweated much time working 
through the grit and the heavy lifting and 
anxiety to correct that needed to be fixed. 
DPW Deputy Commissioner Borelli dimin-
ishes the fine work DPW men do by lying 
to the press regarding “fixing” the problem. 
Instead, Yonkers Tribune has learned numerous 
times that Mr Borelli is nothing more than an 
outright conniving liar.

Perhaps someone will advise Mayor Mike 

Spano of the delinquent functioning hiding 
under the big shadow cast by Commissioner 
Thomas Meier who has been forthright about 
this water main failure from day one. Shame on 
Mr Borelli.

Editor’s aside: View the proof that 
negates your telling Mr Borelli, and hang your 
head in shame.

A tip of the hat and a special and deserv-
ing thank you to the Good Samaritan who 
kindly shared the proof herein with the readers 
of the Yonkers Tribune.

Continued from page 16
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GOVERNMENT

Affordable, spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block building with one large 2,400 sq. ft. 
unit ($3,000 - mo) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($1,500 each - mo).  All space is sub-
dividable. Simple, convenient arrangement. One separate unit has a full, ground-level garage 
door entrance already installed.  The other side can be modified in the same fashion. No extra 
administration fees. 6 month to 1 year rental options. Safe religious campus setting in Ossining.  
24x7 security.  7 day (8:00 - 6:00) access.  Building monitored and doors alarmed. Call Jim on 
(914) 941-7636 (x2395)

     STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

LEGAL NOTICE: NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC), Name: 
GREAT DAY FAMILY CHILD CARE LLC; Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 09/16/2013; Of-
fice Location: Westchester County; SSNY has 
been designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served; SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to: C/O GREAT DAY FAM-
ILY CHILD CARE LLC, 22 Siebrecht Pl, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10804

FOURTH GENERATION PRIVATE EQUITY 
PARTNERS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 8/5/13. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 707 Westchester Ave 
Ste 401 White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

RON FRASCH ASSOCIATES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/16/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 550 
Hardscrabble Rd Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

36-14 195TH STREET, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/3/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & Pank-
en, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 
 

PRINCE 26, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 5/5/04. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to Veracity Development 199 Lafay-
ette St #1A New York, NY 10012. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the Secy of State (SSNY) on June 26, 
2013.  Off. Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent for service on LLC. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 
16-J, Yonkers, NY 10701.   Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

Notice of Formation of Troy Curtis Events LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 8/20/13.  Office 
location: Rockland County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to Feder Kaszo-
vitz LLP, 845 Third Ave. NY, NY 10022. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

The MP LAW GROUP, PLLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/11/13. Office in 
Westchester Co.; SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC at 240 
North Ave., Suite 212, New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HARRISON REAL ESTATE GROUP, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/11/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
287 Bowman Ave Purchase, NY 10577. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Goeprof, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 07/16/2013. Office loc.: Al-
bany County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. The PO address to which the 
SSNY shall mail process to 1737 Congress Ave, 
Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose of LLC: Distribu-
tion of e-learning material.

TENANT KING LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/2/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to C/O Michael 
Rossi 44 Loop Rd Bedford, NY 10506. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: Michael 
Rossi 44 Loop Road Bedford, NY 10506.

FOURTH GENERATION PARTNERS, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
8/13/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC 707 Westchester Ave Ste 401 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BURCHMAN ASSOCIATES, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/3/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser 
& Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste. 305 
White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-
MONS AND NOTICE Index No. 56910/2013 Date Filed: 10/31/2013 JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association, Plaintiff, against Abraham Grossman, if he be living or if he be dead, his spouse, heirs 
devisees, distributees and successors in interest, all of whom and whose names and places of resi-
dence are unknown to Plaintiff; Kathryn Vivian a/k/a Kathryn L. Vivian; Wachovia Bank, N.A., State of 
New York; and “JOHN DOE”, said name being fictitious, it being the intention of Plaintiff to designate 
any and all occupants of premises being foreclosed herein, and any parties, corporations or entities, 
if any, having or claiming an interest or lien upon the mortgaged premises, Defendant(s). PROPERTY 
ADDRESS: 666 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570 TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your 
answer, or a notice of appearance on the attorneys for the Plaintiff within thirty (30) days after the 
service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service. The United States of America, if designated 
as a defendant in this action, may appear within sixty (60) days of service hereof. In case of your 
failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded 
in the complaint. NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE OBJECT of the above 
captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $210,000.00 and interest, recorded in the West-
chester County Clerk’s Office on October 24, 2003, in Control Number: 432650355 covering premises 
known as 666 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570. The relief sought in the within action is 
a final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above to satisfy the debt secured by 
the Mortgage described above. Plaintiff designates Westchester County as the place of trial. Venue 
is based upon the County in which the mortgaged premises is situated. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO FILED 
THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A 
DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY 
OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO 
ANSWER THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO YOUR MORT-
GAGE COMPANY WILL NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING 
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FIL-
ING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. Dated: August 28, 2013  Frank M. Cassara, Esq. Shapiro, DiCaro 
& Barak, LLC Attorneys for Plaintiff 250 Mile Crossing Boulevard, Suite One, Rochester, NY 14624 (585) 
247-9000 Our File No. 13-024998 Premises known as 666 Washington Avenue , Pleasantville, NY 10570. 
All that certain property situate, lying and being in the Village of Pleasantville, Town of Mount Pleas-
ant, County of WESTCHESTER, State of New York. SBL No. 99.11-1-1 

Office Space for Rent Prime Yorktown  Location 
Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  

$900/Month 
2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   

Rent  $1675/Month 
Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 

Rent $500/Month  
Maria:  914.632.1230

ARTS & Craft Vendors Wanted
Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to be held indoors in 
Bronxville, NY by Building Hope for the New 
Yonkers Animal Shelter New items only - con-
tact: Julie 914-924-0708; Email: GingerJ415@
aol.com 

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Acting Yonkers City Clerk Vincent Spano Appointed City Clerk
By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – 
November 13, 2013 -- The 
Yonkers City Council 
Chamber was filled to 
capacity with some of 

Yonkers heavy political players and hitters. 
Friends and foes alike each respectively 
entering the august chamber after 8 p.m. 
Tuesday evening to witness the votes to be 
cast by the Yonkers City Council member-
ship for Yonkers City Clerk and Yonkers 1st 
Deputy Clerk. Previously part of the Yonkers 
City Charter was the 5-year term appoint-
ment to Yonkers City Clerk. Newly added is 
the 2-year term appointment for the 1st and 
2nd Deputy Clerk positions. The first vote 
was for the position of Yonkers City Clerk. 
Last minute behind the scenes concerns 
proved to ruffle feathers.

Despite the horse-trading behind the 
scenes, Vincent Spano garnered the follow-
ing vote:

John Larkin (6th District – NO
Mike Breen (5th District – YES
Dennis Shepherd (4th District) – NO
Michael Sabatino (3rd District) – YES

Wilson Terrero (2nd District) – YES
Christopher Johnson ((1st District) 

- YES
Chuck Lesnick (City Council 

President) –YES
A 5-2 approval vote.
Acting Yonkers City Clerk is as of 

today, November 13, 2013, Yonkers City 
Clerk Vincent Spano! Vincent E. Spano is 
registered as a Conservative Party member.

Vincent Spano’s father Leonard Spano, 
the former Westchester County Clerk was 
in attendance, as was his brother John Spano. 
Westchester County Conservative Party 
Chair Hugh Fox, Jr., was in attendance, as 
were Yonkers City Council President-elect 
Liam McLaughlin, Esq., CLSA President 
Lt. Thomas Phelan, IAFF Local 628 
president Barry McGoey, Esq., Gail Burns, 
Parks & Recreation Commissioner Yvette 

Hartsfield, Deputy Parks & Recreation 
Commissioner Steve Sansone, former 
City Council Republican Counsel Mark 
Constantine, Esq., Steve Tvert from the 
McLaughlin Campaign team, Carlos 
Moran, among others.

The second item before the council was 
with respect to William Stallings, standing 
for the position of 1st Deputy Clerk. The vote 
was as follows:

John Larkin (6th District – NO
Mike Breen (5th District – NO
Dennis Shepherd (4th District) – No
Michael Sabatino (3rd District) – YES
Wilson Terrero (2nd District) – NO
Christopher Johnson ((1st District) 

- YES
Chuck Lesnick (City Council 

President) –YES
The vote was defeated 4-3.

A tunnel in the shuttered Memorial 
Field on Sanford Boulevard in Mount 
Vernon was used to film the iconic “Mean Joe 
Greene” Coke commercials so popular in the 
early 1980’s.

Even though we are home of the 
cocktail, because legend has it that American 
soldiers in Elmsford often stole tail feathers 
from Tory-owned chickens before heading to 
O’Brien’s for a few beverages and the tavern’s 
barmaid began to decorate the potables 
with the plumage thus birthing the cocktail, 
Crain’s New York Business says we are 
New York’s slimmest, fittest County for our 
low rates of obesity, inactivity and diabetes.  
We truly live in a fascinating county!

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, consider directing your perspective by 
directing email to mayor@vobny.com.

Continued from page 17

An Interesting and 
Storied Home
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Page 19THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, NOVEMBER 21, 2013 

The State of Labor in Yonkers
During the almost two years that Mike Spano has been Mayor not one 
Yonkers municipal employee contract has been settled.  Meanwhile 
throughout Westchester,    numerous public  sector contracts have been 
negotiated.   Below is a sampling of some of these negotiated contracts.

Municipality 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
New Rochelle
Police Department

4.25% 1.5% 
retroactive

1.5% 
retroactive

2% 
retroactive

2% 
retroactive

2%
3% 

(3% per year 
until 2019)

New Rochelle
Fire Department

4.25% 4.25% 1.5% 
retroactive

1.5% 
retroactive

2% 
retroactive

2%
2% 

(3% per year 
until 2020)

Westchester County 
Police Department

3% 
retroactive

2.75% 
retroactive

2.5% 
retroactive

2.5% 
retroactive

2.5% 
retroactive

2.5% Contract 
expires 

Westchester County 
Police Superiors

2.6% 
retroactive

2.6% 
retroactive

2.6% 
retroactive

2.6% 
retroactive

2.6% 
retroactive

2.6% 2.6%

Westchester County 
Corrections Officers

3% 
retroactive

3% 
retroactive

3% 
retroactive

2.5% 
retroactive

2.5% 
retroactive

2.5% 2.5%

      Contract negotiated prior to 2012

While the cost of living increases
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Consumer Price Index +2.3% +1.4% +2.7% +2.7%

Yonkers labor contracts have remained the same
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Yonkers Employees 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages, and at all stages of life. 

From New York State of Health: The Official Health Plan
Marketplace, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed
Care, Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care
and more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

(1-888-343-3547) • 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

*Products not available in all counties.
For more information about Medicaid and Family Health Plus, call New York 
Medicaid Choice at 1-800-505-5678. For more information about Medicaid, Family
Health Plus, and Child Health Plus, call New York Health Options at 1-855-693-6765.

Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the 
past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they can enroll in 
Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason 
your children lost employer-based coverage. 

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org
To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

To learn more, call Fidelis Care today at 1-888-FIDELIS 
(1-888-343-3547) or visit fideliscare.org. We have a
health insurance program that's right for you - and the
ones you love. 
Look for Fidelis Care in the Health Plan Marketplace,* with
some of the most competitively priced products available! 

“I want a health plan that helps my son breathe easier.”


