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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 

Page 3THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2012THE WESTcHESTER GUARDiAn

Of Significance

Community Section ...............................................................................4
Business ................................................................................................4
Calendar ...............................................................................................4
Charity ..................................................................................................5
Contest ..................................................................................................6
Creative Disruption ............................................................................6
Education .............................................................................................7
Fashion ..................................................................................................8
Fitness....................................................................................................9
Health ..................................................................................................10
History ................................................................................................10
Ed Koch Movie Review ...................................................................12
Spoof ....................................................................................................13
Sports Scene .......................................................................................13
Najah’s Corner ...................................................................................13
Writers Collection.............................................................................14
Books ...................................................................................................16
Transportation ...................................................................................17

Government Section ............................................................................17
Albany Correspondent ....................................................................17
Mayor Marvin’s Column .................................................................18
Government .......................................................................................19

OpEd Section .........................................................................................23
Ed Koch Commentary.....................................................................23
Letters to the Editor ..........................................................................24
Weir Only Human ............................................................................25

Legal Notices ..........................................................................................26

Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 

Of Significance

Community Section ...............................................................................4
Business ................................................................................................4
Calendar ...............................................................................................4
Creative Disruption ............................................................................5
Cultural Perspective ...........................................................................7
Energy Issues .......................................................................................8
In Memoriam ....................................................................................10
Medicine .............................................................................................10
Najah’s Corner ...................................................................................11
Movie Review ....................................................................................12
Music ...................................................................................................12
Community ........................................................................................13
Writers Collection.............................................................................14
Books ...................................................................................................16
People ..................................................................................................18
Eye On Theatre ..................................................................................18
Leaving on a Jet Plane ......................................................................19

Government Section ............................................................................20
Campaign Trail ..................................................................................20
Economic Development ..................................................................20
Education ...........................................................................................21
The Hezitorial ....................................................................................21
Legal ....................................................................................................23
People ..................................................................................................24
Strategy ...............................................................................................24

OpEd Section .........................................................................................25
Legal Notices ..........................................................................................27

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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YONKERS, NY –Yonkers 
Firefighters’ Local 628 has been 
engaged in Hurricane Sandy relief 
efforts. Response has been great but 
despite the firefighters recent pleas 
that no more clothing be donated, 
people and groups continue to show 
up with clothing. Those donations 
are being referred to the Salvation 
Army.   

Yonkers Fighters attempted to 
distribute donated clothing down 
in the affected areas, but they are 
literally swimming in clothing every-
where. The Yonkers Firefighters have 
been asked that no more clothing be 
brought down for now.

The need is for cleaning supplies, 
gloves, shovels, hand sanitizers; 
etc.  Firefighters went down to 
Rockaway, Broad Channel, Breezy 
Point and other areas in Queens. 
They seem to be okay there or 
getting the help they need. Yonkers 

Firefighters have been to Staten 
Island and they say it is a disaster 
there. Yonkers Firefighters were so 
overwhelmed at the devastation 
that they went back Friday morning, 
November 9th, to assist needy resi-
dents to clean out their houses to 
get the houses into livable condition 
again.  The residents of Staten Island 
need cleaning supplies and HELP. 
Yonkers Firefighters went there on 
Friday and Saturday.  IAFF Local 
628 has brought $5,000 of cleaning 
supplies and will be sending a truck 

load to Staten Island for distribution 
to areas in need. Some members will 
also remain on Staten Island to help 
out those in need.

A team of Yonkers Firefighters 
also departed on Saturday morning, 
November 10th, from IAFF Local 
628 Offices at 5-7 New School 
Street, Yonkers NY 10701. They 
were expected to arrive in Staten 
Island mid-morning at 575 Mill 
Road, (cross street New Dorp), 
Staten Island 10306.

CommunitySection

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the Internet: http://
www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Westchester OntheLevel. Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO

By MARK JEFFERS
As you may have heard 
voting machines were 
impounded throughout 
Westchester County 
on election night, not 

to worry, even though my wife often 
tries to impound this column, here is 
this week’s chad free edition of “News 
and Notes.”

The students of the Fox Lane 
High School Youth in Action Club 
cordially invite you to their annual 
Hunger Banquet on Monday evening 
November 19th, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 
pm in the large cafeteria at Fox Lane 
to help raise funds and awareness of 
worldwide hunger. The students want 
us to know that “Everyone on Earth 
has the same basic needs; it is only our 
circumstances—where we live and the 
culture into which we are born—that 
differ. Some are born into relative 

prosperity and security, while millions, 
through no choice of their own, are 
born into poverty.” The Banquet is 
set up to illustrate these inequalities 
throughout the world and is a great 
reminder for all of us on how much we 
have to be thankful for. A $10 dona-
tion to end hunger will be gratefully 
accepted.

If all of that crazy weather has kept 
you cooped up, take an afternoon off 
and stroll the streets of Katonah, which 
has welcomed back an old friend and 
introduced a few new ones. Thankfully, 
The Pizza Station has renovated and 
re-opened after fire damage last year. 
You should also stop by Katonah Pasta 
located in the old Scoops store. My 
wife actually got me to eat my spinach 
(I felt like Popeye)… of course it was 
stuffed into ravioli and covered with an 
Alfredo sauce… but it was delicious.

The Katonah Art Center at 

131 Bedford Road is offering a 
Candlelight Yoga Class for $1 on 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. You 
can call the Art Center at 914-232-
4843 for more information… it 
sounds like a wonderfully relaxing way 
to regroup from a long week. They also 
have classes called Pinot and Paint and 
Mud and Merlot. I think I would do 
quite well in that last class, getting dirty 
while drinking is pretty easy for me…

The Business Council of 
Westchester is looking to connect 
businesses to storm-related busi-
ness resources and assist businesses 
interested in making donations to 
charitable organizations serving storm 
victims, call 914-948-2110 for more 
information.

A quick shout out to our friends 
at the Saw Mill East who were very 
generous with their shower facilities 
during much of the hurricane Sandy 

mayhem. I did a double-take when 
they told me to bring some friends to 
the shower … but then I realized that 
they didn’t mean together!

I’m not sure why this is making 
me feel so old, but Tina the Turtle 
is turning 20. The Katonah Village 
Library is celebrating Tina’s 20th on 
Saturday, November 17th from 11am - 
3pm with a “turtle-tastic” extravaganza. 
The day will include visits from special 
guests including Katonah resident and 
puppeteer extraordinaire Peter Linz at 
12 noon, live reptiles from Katonah’s 
Cathryn Long of All Creatures Great 
and Small at 1pm, and a musical 
performance by Laura D’Amico of 
Mustard Seed Music in Katonah at 
2pm. Tina the Turtle t-shirts, Tina 
the Turtle notecards and a Tina the 
Library Turtle Activity/Coloring 
book will be available for purchase to 
support the Katonah Village Library’s 
Children’s Room.

Our friend Kathleen Luparello 
reminded me that The Preppy Turtle 
in Bedford Hills is open late on 

Thursdays in the November and 
December for everyone’s shopping 
convenience. As my wife’s many 
receipts show, the Preppy Turtle is 
not your average consignment shop 
with designer fashions and gifts for 
the entire family at a fraction of the 
original cost. Stop by to shop, to nosh 
or just to take a break from the hustle 
and bustle.

How is it possible that 
Thanksgiving is just a week away? 
While you are stocking up for your 
holiday feast please remember those 
who are less fortunate and help 
replenish the shelves of our local food 
pantries that are running bare.

My back is all ready sore from 
shoveling, so I am thinking a massage, 
a few beverages and a nap may be in 
order to regain my strength, someone 
please let my family know…see you 
next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

CHARITY

Yonkers Firefighters Continue Relief Efforts
Traveled to Staten Island Friday and Saturday, November 9th and 10th

The Greatest Need is for Cleaning Supplies & Plenty of Volunteers To Aid Recovery

Yonkers Firefighters Local 628 prepared to leave with a truck full of cleaning 
supplies for Staten Island on November 9th. Firefighters will be on Staten 

Island all day helping residents with the recovery effort. Hurricane victims no 
longer need clothing, but are desperate for cleaning supplies and volunteers.

http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Westchester
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Westchester
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By SHERIF AWAD
In 1991, CNN released 
a three-minute audio 
/ video clip of a young 
Egyptian girl being 
“circumcised”. The 

piece was viewed throughout the 
world. The outraged reaction from the 
international community forced Egypt 
to take a closer look at its disturbingly 
high rate of female genital mutilation 

(FGM). Egyptian critics from within 
the country were unrelenting in their 
equally passionate and scathing reac-
tion to the airing of the clip, albeit 
for an entirely different set of reasons. 
Authorities blasted the film crew for 
not getting official permits to docu-
ment such a ‘sensitive’ issue, coming 
down hard on them for ‘tainting’ 
Egypt’s image.

Up-and-coming filmmaker 
Sara Rashad has revisited the issue, 
releasing her critically acclaimed film 
debut Tahara, which translated means 
cleanliness, the same term also used 

to refer to circumcision. The short yet 
powerful film tells the story of Amina, 
an Egyptian housewife living with her 
family in Los Angeles who is pressured 
by her mother to follow ancient tradi-
tions to circumcise her young daughter 
Suha. Amina seeks the advice of her 
doctor, who warns her of the conse-
quences of the surgery.

Regardless, Amina is bound, albeit 
reluctantly by tradition, and ends up 
taking Suha to a local underground 
daya, a traditional midwife, to perform 
the operation. Suddenly, images of 

Continued on page 5

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Users of today’s 
Personal Information 
Technology – 
Hardware and 
Software; Desktop 

Computers, Laptops, Tablets, 
SmartPhones, The World Wide Web, 
Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Games, 
etc. – seem truly blessed; all of the 
wonderful things that they get to do 
in this brave new cyber world are rela-
tively inexpensive, even free!

Or so it seems!
In our capitalist economy, workers 

must be paid and firms must make 
money to stay in business. How can 
any of these organizations make what-
ever money is necessary for subsistence 
in a world of free or cheap? That is the 
major challenge that must be faced by 
any entity, even those which provide 
“free services” to the consumer.

To start with the hardware, the 
equipment – computer equipment 
has gotten cheaper and cheaper since 
its inception in the mid-1940s from 
million dollar systems that filled whole 
rooms to more powerful smartphones 
and tablets that cost a few hundred 
dollars. To stay in business, the Apples, 
Dells, Hewlett-Packards, etc. can 
never rest on their laurels. They must 
constantly continue to make faster, 
more powerful systems at reasonable 
prices and sell millions of them before 
they bring the next newer, faster model 
out at the same price.

Consumers, however, will have 
no interest in buying newer and more 
powerful systems if the new devices 
can’t do more and better things 
than the last models. So the equip-
ment makers are dependent on the 

software developers to create new, 
more interesting, and useful applica-
tions (programs) that will make the 
consumers willing to spend more 
money (Note: In the case of Apple, the 
hardware maker and the software devel-
oper are often the same, Apple).

Since software never wears out, it 
is also, of course, in the best interest of 
the software developer to constantly be 
offering new and improved versions of 
the software to entice the consumers 
to spring for new “upgrades,” 
often requiring new equipment to 
adequately run the new improved 
software. It has been said that there 
are people at Microsoft whose job it 
is to stay up at night dreaming up new 
features for Microsoft Word – features 
that will possibly never be used but are 
sexy enough to make consumers want 
to but the new version.

Since Microsoft also provides 
the most used Operating System, 
Windows (oh, we’re only up to 
Windows 8? It feels like Windows 
106, by now), it can game the process 
further by making older versions of 
the Applications Programs (ex. Word, 
Excel, etc.), incompatible with new 
versions of the operating system – or, 
perhaps, only the newest operating 
system will support some new feature 
of the hardware (3D Webcam? or Wide 
angle cams for full body viewing?).

It gets more difficult for the 
software companies when “free-
ware” or “shareware products” such 
as the Linux Operating System 
or the “OpenOffice” alternative to 
Microsoft Office begin to intrude into 
the market place. Who makes money 
from these products? Sometimes, no 
one as hobbyists or “hackers” provide 
these products for the thrill of devel-
opment; in other cases, developers may 
create commercial products based on 

the free software or do consulting on 
the products.

As a way to broaden its market, 
Microsoft has recently introduced its 
first own manufactured computer, 
the “Surface,” a tablet. The Microsoft 
tablet and related combination laptop 
tablets will only utilize Windows 8 
(The Dells, Hewlett-Packards, etc. pay 
Microsoft a royalty for each computer sold 
with Windows installed) and, of course, 
there will be new versions of Office 
to make use of all the features of the 
new equipment (with a new version of 
Office planned for next year to add “hooks” 
for access to “Big Data” databases in the 
“Cloud”).

Whether the Surface will make 
any inroads into the tablet world, 
already dominated by the iPad and 
various “Android” devices is anyone’s 
guess. One wag said that “The Surface 
will do for tablets what the ‘Zune’ 
(Microsoft’s mp3 player) did for music 
players” – the answer was nothing; the 
Zune was a flop.

As an aside, both Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble sell tablets, the 
“Kindle” and “Nook,” respectively, but 
these devices have their origins in 
the desire of these companies to sell 
“e-books” and the additional tablet 
features (such as e-mail and web-
browsing) are mainly to expand the 
power of the e-book reader (and add 
to the customer’s cost). E-books have 
been a major disruptive force in the 
publishing industry, reducing customer 
costs, publisher’s overhead, and retail 
sales. Microsoft and Barnes and Noble 
have recently partnered in a company 
to concentrate on B&N’s electronic 
book services.

The term with which I began 
this article, “monetize,” is most often 
used when describing web services. 
How can an online service, no matter 

how popular (“Facebook,” “Twitter,” 
“Pandora,” any newspaper, “YouTube,” 
“The Ning Social Network Platform,” 
“Groupon,” “Foursquare,” etc.) generate 
revenue? If it cannot, it is doomed to 
failure unless it is used simply as a loss 
leader by a larger entity and that often 
wears thin.

Most of these services began by 
trying to attract advertising. When 
that model was either unworkable of 
not enough to sustain the business, 
those which stayed in business went to 
a charge to customers. The Wall Street 
Journal was able to enact a monthly 
charge from the first day it added it 
while the New York Times stumbled, 
beginning free, adding a monthly 
charge, eliminating it, and finally 
re-instituting it on selected types of 
articles and only starting the meter 
after 10 (originally 20) free articles in a 
month. I know of no other chargeable 
papers because, I suspect, they feel that 
they could not hold readers with such a 
charge and they would lose the adver-
tising revenue (Newspapers have been in 
a bind since Craigslist took hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in ads from the news-
paper business).

Magazines often restrict online 
material to only those readers who 
have a print subscription or, in some 
cases, have on-line subscribers. The 
Ning Social Network Platform has 
price categories based on size of 
network and services used. There is 
a constant search for new models of 
monetizing services.

Often new technologies bring 
new opportunities. One such fairly 
recent development, brought on by 
the introduction of the iPhone, is 
the creation of “apps” – Application 
programs that can be added to 
iPhones, Android systems, Blackberry, 
or tablets. These apps are designed 

to provide some useful mobile func-
tion – checking weather; getting 
directions; allow dictation; add photo 
features; play games; find local points 
of interest, (restaurants, gas stations, 
movies, bars, museums, etc.); take notes; 
in short, almost anything you can think 
of. These apps may be free; entered into 
a contest to win a prize; be part of a 
tandem with a basic free app and an 
enhanced paid-for app; or paid for 
at costs running usually from $.99 
to $9.99 (with some listed as much 
higher). Some developers have turned 
this business into a million dollar 
windfall. Michael Saylor, author 
of “The Mobile Wave: How Mobile 
Intelligence Will Change Everything,” 
sees apps development as the next big 
business opportunity in our economy.

So, there are many ways that IT 
providers try to make money from their 
endeavors – but it ain’t easy! Software 
never gets old; Technology gets obsolete; 
There are always new contenders; and 
the best way to monetize isn’t always 
clear – but, if you get it right, there is a 
pot of gold at the end of that IT rainbow!

Creative Disruption is a 
continuing series examining the 
impact of constantly accelerating tech-
nology on the world around us. These 
changes normally happen under our 
personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more.

John F. McMullen has been involved 
in technology for over 40 years and has 
written about it for major publica-
tions. He may be found on Facebook 
and his current non-technical writing, a 
novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New & 
Collected Poems by johnmac the bard” are 
available on Amazon. He is a professor 
at Purchase College and has previously 
taught at Monroe College, Marist College, 
and the New School for Social Research.

Monetize This!
CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Tahara-FGM
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Amina (Caroline Khalil) 
and her daughter Suha.

Amina (Khalil) must decide to follow forsaken 
traditions or to save her daughter’s future.
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Amina’s own circumcision experience 
during her childhood resurface from 
the inner depths of her mind.

The film serves as a piercing 
insight into the now-outlawed prac-
tice, exploring the many facets of the 
cultural clashes to which the film-
maker herself is clearly no stranger. 
Such social issues, among other similar 
concerns confronting Egypt and many 
Middle Eastern countries have resur-
faced again, particularly in light of the 
Arab Spring that has been overtaken 
by Fundamentalists and Islamists. 
A few weeks ago, an Egyptian Salafi 
sheikh, who is also a member of the 
committee currently tailoring the 
new Egyptian constitution, said that 
14-years-old girls are permitted to 
have sexual relations under Islam and 
has proposed reducing the marriage 

age limit as a result. Other similar 
sheikhs proposed the age can go as a 
low as nine!

Back to Sara Rashad who was 
the daughter of an Irish mother and 
an Egyptian father, Rashad was born 
and grew up in the United States, 
leading her to assimilate differently, 
juxtaposed to the beliefs and value 
systems of her parents and ancestry, 
a realization that became evident to 
her especially after her first visit to 
Egypt at the age of eighteen. It was 
at that Sara decided to study acting at 
the Cornish Conservatory in Seattle, 
Washington, because it was the only 
thing at that time that she could see 
herself doing. Her senior thesis project, 
which she wrote, directed and starred 
in, was called Cleo in Cairo. It was a 
modern adaptation of the love story of 
Anthony and Cleopatra, set in modern 
day Cairo. During her final perfor-
mance, which was being taped for 
documentation purposes, the camera 

didn’t work.
“After months of hard work, I was 

extremely disappointed”, she advised. 
“I vowed that I would learn how to 
capture things on film”, she continued, 
which at some point is everlasting. 
There are many other factors that 
drove her to become a filmmaker.

At an early age, she remem-
bered watching Alan Parker’s 
Midnight Express (1978), the story 

of a drug-smuggler who is thrown 
into a Turkish prison. In that film 
and others, Sara remembered feeling 
uncomfortable when she saw the way 
some ethnicities, especially Arabs, 
were being portrayed in foreign films. 
Throughout the years, she also noticed 
that all ethnic minorities were racially 
stereotyped and highly misrepresented 
in American mainstream media.

During her studies of film, 

Rashad spent a lot of time in the 
library researching the historical repre-
sentation of Egyptians and Arabs, 
which was highly falsified. “I don’t 
need to go into the classic stereotypes 
because we all know what they are: 
jihadists, suicide bombers, thieves or 
religious fanatics, etc. As an American 
of Egyptian descent, those stereotypes 
angered and offended me. I decided 
to investigate my own heritage for 
stories to tell. I wanted to learn how to 
write and direct films about Egyptians, 
with Egyptian themes, characters and 
specific Egyptian issues and yet to find 
a way to make them accessible and 
entertaining to a globally mainstream 
audience. I think Tahara is an example 
of this”, she said.

Sara Rashad was lucky enough to 
have incredible teachers; her greatest 
influence was Ron Shelton, director 
of Play it to the Bone, Tin Cup, Bull 
Durham, among many other films. 
He was the adviser and professional 
mentor of Tahara. When she returned 
from one of her trips to Egypt, in 
order to obtain permission (permits) to 
shoot, Sara had felt disheartened by the 
whole experience and actually thought 

Egyptian actress Caroline Khalil. Writer / Director Sara Rashad.

Tahara-FGM
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Continued from page 4
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of eliminating the circumcision scene 
so she could shoot on location. When 
she consulted with him, Shelton 
encouraged her to follow her vision, 
never give up and fight for it at all costs. 
He said, “if I compromised my vision 
at that early stage of my career, then it 
would be full of compromises later on. 
But if I found the courage to keep the 
scene, it would eventually pay off.”

Because obtaining shooting 
permits and a green light for the script 
was impossible to obtain in Egypt, 
Sara eventually moved the action 

to Los Angeles in order to have full 
creative control. “The main difficulty 
I faced was going through the process 
of having my script read by the censor 
while abroad in Egypt. Because we 
didn’t have the same process of censor-
ship in the US, it was truly daunting 
for me, to censor your mind and your 
ideas, and in the end, I suppose, your 
actions,” she shared.

Casting was also very difficult, 
because there aren’t a lot of Middle 
Eastern actors in Los Angeles, and 
Egyptians in particular. I had to 
do an open call audition as well as 
attend many Arabic events within the 
community. At one point, I thought 

of casting entirely non-professionals 
to get an authentic Egyptian feeling. 
I had cast the film with a mixture of 
actors who were of Arab descent and 
spoke Arabic but the dialects were not 
colloquial Egyptian”, she said.

Several weeks before the filming 
began, Egyptian actress Caroline 
Khalil, came to Los Angeles on a 
Fulbright scholarship. Khalil and 
Rashad were introduced by a mutual 
friend, Hesham Issawi, the Egyptian 
director of T for Terrorist, American 
East, and Cairo Exit. “As soon as I sat 
down with her at a local coffee shop 
for but one moment, I knew I had 
found Amina. “After a quick reading 

audition, she landed the part”, remem-
bers Sara. Caroline Khalil would later 
on became a known starlette of televi-
sion and film.

Tahara has been well received in 
the USA, Europe, and Egypt. Sara 
Rashad has been very busy touring 
with the film in festivals whenever she 
can. The most exciting festival was the 
Nigerian International Film Festival, 
where the film took a prize for Best 
International Short, because FGM 
is still an African issue. It was a great 
honor. Also, the Pan African Film 
Festival in Los Angeles, where Tahara 
also earned a prize for Best African 
Short Film.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the 
artistic director for both the Alexandria 
Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab 
Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the 
United States, and is the film critic of 
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.
com/), in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website 
(http://www.almasryalyoum.com/
en/node/198132) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

Tahara-FGM
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES
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DISASTER RELIEF

Federal Family and Partners Continue to Support States Impacted by Sandy
More than $368 Million in Individual Assistance Approved for Disaster Survivors
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- At the 
direction of President Barack Obama, 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) continues to lead the 
federal government’s effort to provide 
assistance and support to states affected 
by Hurricane Sandy, ensuring the 
federal family and its public and private 
partners continue to provide all avail-
able resources to support state, local, 
and tribal communities in affected 
areas. The Administration’s top priority 
is to continue supporting the gover-
nors, tribal leaders and communities 
in impacted states, as response efforts 
continue. Coordinating through 
FEMA, the Administration remains 
committed to bringing the resources 
of the federal family.

As FEMA and its federal part-
ners continue to work with the states 
in support of their recovery efforts, 
the top priority is providing access to 
shelter for residents whose homes were 
severely damaged or destroyed by the 
storm.

Many voluntary agencies continue 
to provide services to Hurricane 
Sandy survivors, including providing 
shelter, meals, and clean up supplies. 
The Red Cross and other organiza-
tions continue to support more than 
119 shelters across 3 states supporting 
more than 5,700 residents. To find 
a shelter, people can download the 
Red Cross Hurricane app, visit the 
Red Cross web site, call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767), or check 
local media outlets. State and local 
governments also continue to operate 

warming stations. For more informa-
tion, contact your local officials or 
further information can be found on 
websites including: http://www.dhses.
ny.gov/oem/ ; http://www.nyc.gov/
html/misc/html/2012/warming_ctr.
html; http://nj.gov/nj/home/features/
spotlight/hurricane_sandy.shtml; 
http://nj211.org/hurricane.cfm and 
www.ct.gov/sandy.

FEMA is one part of a large team 
that is working together to support the 
states of New York and New Jersey in 
meeting longer-term housing needs of 
disaster survivors. As extensive work 
continues to restore power, open road-
ways and remove debris so that homes 
can begin to be repaired or rebuilt the 
affected states are taking the lead to 
identify their needs and resources by 
convening State-led Disaster Housing 
Task Forces. The Task Forces in 
New York and New Jersey involve a 
collaborative approach to addressing 
the temporary housing and long-
term needs of the disaster survivors, 
including the collection of available 
rental resources, projecting housing 
needs and exploring other options. 
The Task Force is comprised of the 
state, local, voluntary agencies, and 
federal partners including FEMA, the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, the Small Business 
Administration (SBA), Veterans 
Affairs and the US Department of 
Agriculture. Working together, the 
team will support the state as they 
establish housing priorities; seek ways 

to make the greatest use of existing 
housing resources, such as apartments 
and rental units; enlist voluntary agen-
cies to make minor repairs so survivors 
can remain in their homes; and investi-
gate other temporary housing options 
suitable for the area.

FEMA is providing Transitional 
Housing Assistance in the form of 
short-term hotel and motel lodging. 
FEMA can also provide financial 
assistance which may include tempo-
rary housing and home repairs,” said 
FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate. 
“Survivors and small businesses are 
encouraged to register by phone at 
1-800-621-FEMA (3362), via mobile 
devices at m.fema.gov or online at 
www.DisasterAssistance.gov. Disaster 
Recovery Centers are open in affected 
communities which provide an oppor-
tunity to meet face-to-face with 
representatives to address questions.”

FEMA has more than 5,800 
FEMA personnel deployed to support 
response and recovery operations and 
is actively taking registration informa-
tion through our 24 hour call centers. 

As of 3 p.m., more than 343,000 indi-
viduals in Connecticut, New York and 
New Jersey have registered for assis-
tance, and more than $368 million has 
been approved in FEMA Assistance. 
Currently, a total of 40 Disaster 
Recovery Centers are open in New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut. 
Of that amount, 21 Disaster Recovery 
Centers are open in New York, 12 in 
New Jersey and seven in Connecticut 
and more continue to open. To find a 
disaster recovery center location, check 
out the disaster recovery center locator 
at FEMA.gov/disaster-recovery-
centers or by mobile phone at m.fema.
gov. You may also text DRC and a Zip 
Code to 43362 (4FEMA).

Many residents may be asking 
themselves what’s next after they 
register for FEMA assistance. During 
registration, applicants will be given a 
personal number that should be kept 
handy for future use. Often times, 
a housing inspection is needed and 
one of the 1,975 FEMA Housing 
Inspectors on the ground will make 
contact to schedule an appointment 
to come see the damaged property if 
it is accessible. Appointments gener-
ally take 30-40 minutes and include 
an inspection of damaged areas of your 
home and review of your records. There 
is no fee for the inspection and inspec-
tors always have proper identification.

To date, the President has 
declared that major disasters exist 
in Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, and Rhode Island and emer-
gency declarations have been made 

in Connecticut, Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Virginia and West Virginia. FEMA 
continues to deliver commodi-
ties including food, water, blankets, 
generators and others resources to 
distribution points across the region 
impacted by Sandy.

In addition, a snapshot of some 
of the federal activities that are being 
coordinated:

The U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) announced 
that businesses with physical damages 
or loss of revenue should consider 
visiting a Business Recover Center and 
applying for an SBA disaster business 
loan. The SBA offers Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans to small businesses, 
small agricultural cooperatives, small 
businesses engaged in aquaculture, and 
most private non-profit organizations, 
to help meet working capital needs 
caused by the disaster. Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan assistance is 
available regardless of whether the 
business suffered any physical property 
damage. SBA continues to operate 
several Business Recovery Centers in 
New York and New Jersey. For more 
information, call the SBA Customer 
Service Center at 800-659-2955 
(800-877-8339 for the deaf and hard-
of-hearing) or go to www.sba.gov.

The Treasury Department and 
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
announced special relief intended 

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/
http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/misc/html/2012/warming_ctr.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/misc/html/2012/warming_ctr.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/misc/html/2012/warming_ctr.html
http://nj.gov/nj/home/features/spotlight/hurricane_sandy.shtml
http://nj.gov/nj/home/features/spotlight/hurricane_sandy.shtml
http://nj211.org/hurricane.cfm
http://www.ct.gov/sandy
http://m.fema.gov/
http://www.disasterassistance.gov/
http://fema.gov/disaster-recovery-centers
http://fema.gov/disaster-recovery-centers
http://m.fema.gov/
http://m.fema.gov/
http://www.sba.gov/
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For 2013, here are highlights of our in-network(2) benefits compared to Original Medicare.
 

Benefit 

 

Original 
Medicare(3)

 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage without 

Rx (HMO-POS) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS) 

 

*Fidelis Medicare $0 
Premium (HMO) 

Monthly Plan  
Premium (1)

 

$99.90 $0 $43.20 $0 

Flex Benefit None None $500 per year $120 per year 
Over-the-Counter Items 
(OTC) 

None None $20 per month 
debit card 

Included in flex benefit 

Part B Deductible $140 None None None 
PCP Copay 20% $5 $0 $5 
Specialist Copay 20% $15 $0 $15 
Outpatient Surgery in a 
Hospital 

20% $285  $285 $285 

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical 
Center 

20% $285 $285 $285 

Lab Tests 0% - 20% 0%-20% 0%   0%-20% 
X-Rays 20% $10 $10 $10 
Preventive Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
MRIs, CT Scans, PET 
Scans 

20% 20% 20% 20% 

Inpatient Copay $1,156 $285 per day for 
days 1-5,  

per admission 

$285 per day for 
days 1-5, 

per admission 

$285 per day for days 
1-5, 

per admission 
Part D Prescription Drug 
Coverage 

No No Yes, with $0 
deductible for 

preferred generics 

Yes, with $0 deductible 

Preventive Dental  None None Yes Yes 

More choices

New Medicare plans for 2013!

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)
Monday-Sunday, 8am-8pm from October 1-February 14; Monday-Friday, 8 am-8 pm from February 15-September 30

Enroll anytime at www.fideliscare.org
The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and
restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. 1You must continue
to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 2Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. 3These
are 2012 amounts and may change for 2013. *Fidelis Medicare $0 Premium (HMO) is not available in Orange, Rockland, Nassau, Suffolk, or Westchester counties.

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract 

H3328 FC 12086_R2 CMS Accepted

DISASTER RELIEF

to support leave-based donation 
programs to aid survivors who have 
suffered from the extraordinary 
destruction caused by Hurricane 
Sandy. Under these programs, 
employees may donate their vacation, 
sick or personal leave in exchange for 
employer cash payments made to 
qualified tax-exempt organizations 
providing relief for the survivors of 
Hurricane Sandy. Also, the Treasury 
Department and the IRS announced 
an expedited review and approval 
process will be offered for organiza-
tions seeking tax-exempt status in 
order to provide relief for victims of 
Hurricane Sandy. The IRS continues 
to encourage people to use existing 
organizations currently working on 
immediate aid efforts.

The Department of Defense 
(DoD) is a fully integrated partner 
in the federal, state, tribal, and local 
response to Hurricane Sandy and the 
northeaster that swept through the 
mid-Atlantic and northeastern United 
States.

U.S. Northern Command 
(USNORTHCOM) has nearly 
4,000 personnel supporting Hurricane 
Sandy relief operations in the affected 
area.

Air Force teams completed unwa-
tering (removing water) operations at 
Rockaway Waste Water Treatment 
facility, and East School in Long 
Beach, N.Y., and provided teams to 
support fire departments conducting 
unwatering operations in Breezy 
Point, N.Y. Army divers repaired the 
pier system at Caven Point, N.J. Also, 
divers continue to assist the New York 
City Fire Department unwater the 
PATH Tunnel at the World Trade 
Center and unwater the Long Beach 
High School and Recreation Center. 
Navy dive detachments continue to 
support the World Trade Center site 
and Marine pump teams are assisting 
pumping operations at Breezy Point. 
Helicopters from the 26th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit are transporting 
and re-locating generators in affected 
areas to support critical infrastructure. 
Navy Seabees and Marine personnel 
restored the beach at Coast Guard 

Federal Family and 
Partners Continue 
to Support States 
Impacted by Sandy
Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8

http://www.fideliscare.org
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Station Sandy Hook and continue 
supporting debris clearance operations 
at locations in Bayonne, N.J. and the 
Battery, N.Y.

The Defense Logistics Agency 
continues to supply FEMA with 
much needed emergency supplies, 
medical equipment, fuel and now 
cold and wet weather clothing to help 
those working toward recovery after 
Hurricane Sandy. DLA has delivered 
more than 1.8 million gallons of fuel 
to federal government distribution 
points in the New York/New Jersey 
region. DLA delivered nine genera-
tors to the Army Corps of Engineers 
to power apartment buildings in New 
York City. Seven more generators and 
seven transformers are en route. They 
also provided seven additional genera-
tors to the New York City Housing 
Authority. DLA has contracts in 
place to support waste water clean-
up, hazardous material removal, and 
debris removal operations. DLA has 
also awarded two contracts for 330 
roll-off dumpsters and 34 trucks for 
overland trash hauling. 2.5 million 
pounds of debris have been removed 
in the last 48 hours.

The Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) has more than 3000 
employees from the North Atlantic 
Division with an additional 900 
team members deployed from other 
USACE divisions across the Nation 
engaged to support the response 
mission. Response teams are assisting 
with debris management, commodities 
distribution, infrastructure assessment, 
temporary roofing, critical public facil-
ities, water planning, and temporary 
housing. USACE debris teams are in 
ports, waterways and coastal areas in 
NJ and NY clearing debris along the 
Atlantic seaboard. Also, the USACE 
is currently pumping at the Jersey 

City PATH Train Tunnel, Passaic 
Valley Waste Water Treatment Plant 
and the Kearny Amtrak Substation. 
Nearly 495 critical power assessments 
have been completed. 99 generators 
have been installed in New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania. Installation 
of 44 more generators are in progress. 
USACE continues to receive priori-
tized lists of requirements from local 
officials and is immediately acting on 
these requests.

The U.S. Fleet Forces (Navy & 
Marine Corps) are assisting the Army 
Corps of Engineers in their power 
restoration, cleaning and dewatering 
efforts in NY and NJ.

The National Guard continues 
to work to expedite recovery efforts. 
More than 6,600 Army and Air 
National Guard Soldiers and Airmen 
from 12 states are conducting food 
and water, fuel distribution, commu-
nications, security, sheltering, debris 
removal and transportation missions 
in support of recovery efforts.

The United State Postal Service 
(USPS) wants to remind customers 
who have evacuated or relocated due to 
hurricane Sandy to submit a change of 
address, place mail on hold or request 
that mail be temporarily forwarded 
to their new location. For the latest 
service updates regarding hurri-
cane Sandy, call 1-800-ASK-USPS 
(1-800-275-8777).

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) has distributed an initial 
$5.3 million to 11 states affected by 
Hurricane Sandy. NRCS provides 
this funding through its Emergency 
Watershed Protection (EWP) 
program.

USDA’s Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS) is allowing flexibility 
to New York City Public School 
District to serve all meals free through 
the National School Lunch Program 
and School Breakfast Program for 
the month of November. FNS has 
also approved New Jersey’s request 

to allow Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP- formerly 
Food Stamps) recipients that reside 
in Atlantic County, Bergen County, 
Cape May County, Essex County, 
Hudson County, Middlesex County, 
Monmouth County, Ocean County, 
Somerset County and Union County,( 
all of which have received individual 
assistance declarations from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), to be allowed to 
purchase hot foods and hot food prod-
ucts with SNAP benefits through the 
end of the month.

The Corporation for National 
and Community Service (CNCS) 
has 1008 national service members 
who have been deployed to seven 
states. AmeriCorps and Senior Corps 
members in Connecticut, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, and West Virginia 
are assisting with shelter operations, 
call centers, debris removal, and mass 
care. About 435 members of FEMA 
Corps, an innovative partnership 
between FEMA and AmeriCorps, are 
working directly with disaster survivors 
in New York and New Jersey.

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) has 
more than 1,100 HHS personnel 
deployed to provide public health and 
medical assistance to New York and 
New Jersey. These personnel include 
behavioral health professionals from 
the U.S. Public Health Service 
Commissioned Corps supporting 
shelter operations. Nearly 60 officers 
from three Mental Health Teams have 
assisted approximately 700 residents 
and first responders a day, helping 
address basic mental health issues and 
facilitating environmental interven-
tions in shelters such as ensuring that 
lights were off or low in a shelter at 
a sufficient time for people to sleep, 
arranging structured activities for 
children and adults, limiting access to 
sugary/caffeinated items by children 
after supper so that they are better able 
to sleep. These types of basic issues are 

increase people’s resilience in difficult 
circumstances.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration reminds consumers to 
take precautions for storing water and 
ensuring the safety of their food and 
medical supplies for themselves, their 
families, and their pets during and after 
any hurricane-related rain, possible 
flooding and power outages. For 
food and drug safety messaging, visit 
the Food and Drug Administration 
hurricane safety checklist, available in 
English and Spanish (http://www.fda.
gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/
ucm317232.htm).

The U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI) mobilized resources 
to speed storm recovery on Federal 
and tribal lands in the impacted region 
and to support FEMA in its efforts to 
assist states and local governments in 
the disaster area, including nearly 700 
DOI employees conducting response 
and recovery missions and at least 
an equal number are committed to 
disaster recovery work in at their home 
locations. More than 1,200 wildland 
firefighters from all agencies, including 
about 260 wildland firefighters from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau 
of Land Management, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and National Park 
service are responding with fellow 
wildland firefighters from the U.S. 

Forest Service and State Forestry 
Divisions to support FEMA staging 
areas, assist in emergency operations 
centers, and provide crews to clear trees 
for emergency access and power crews.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) is leading a Tribal Assistance 
Coordination Group, enhancing 
communications and coordination 
between Native American Tribes in 
the disaster area, other Federal agen-
cies including FEMA, and non-profit 
relief organizations.

The National Park Service 
(NPS) has deployed more than 300 
incident management personnel, 
technical experts and work crews to 
assist almost 650 personnel at parks 
throughout the region in recovery 
operations. Working with interagency 
partners, NPS has also established a 
debris transfer site at Jacob Riis Park 
in New York to support local clean-up 
activities and is providing feeding for 
emergency workers in the vicinity of its 
logistics base at Fort Wadsworth in the 
Gateway National Recreation Area.

FEMA’s mission is to support our 
citizens and first responders to ensure 
that as a nation we work together to 
build, sustain, and improve our capa-
bility to prepare for, protect against, 
respond to, recover from, and mitigate 
all hazards.

By PEGGY GODFREY
Thursday night, 
November 1, 2012, the 
New Rochelle City 
Council held a Special 
Meeting to consider 

the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) regarding the 
Echo Bay Project proposed by Forest 
City Ratner (FCR) and the possibility 
of floating a bond to fund the move of 
the New Rochelle City Yard from its 

current Main Street location to one 
situated on Beechwood Avenue, and 
in so doing, facilitating FCR’s moving 
ahead with its Echo Bay Development 
Project. The meeting got off to a 
rocky start, when Councilman Albert 
Tarantino expressed concern that the 
Democrats on the City Council had 
been given copies of updated informa-
tion on the costs to move the City Yard 
while the two Republican Councilmen 
had not been afforded that same 

Continued on page 9

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Continued from page 7

DISASTER RELIEF

Federal Family and Partners Continue to Support States Impacted by Sandy

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

To Move or Not Move New 
Rochelle’s City Yard

http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm317232.htm
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm317232.htm
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/PublicHealthFocus/ucm317232.htm
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Musical Box: The Lamb
Lies Down on Broadway
Sunday, November 18
A CAn’t MiSS SHow!
Peter Gabriel-era Genesis Re-cre-
ation Show under the lamb lies
Down on Broadway.

Video Games Live with
Tommy Tallarico
Saturday, December 1
Featuring the Western Connecticut Youth
Orchestra and The Ridgefield Chorale
the excitement of a rock concert
mixed with video games, special fx
and audience participation!

Food Network Star
Chef Robert Irvine LIVE!
Sunday, December 2
Please join us in the lobby at 7:15pm
for a wine tasting from Best Cellars!
ViP tickets Available! includes back-
stage access and special cooking
demonstrations!

Debbie Gravitte & Friends 
All-Star Holiday Show
Friday, December 14
Celebrate the holidays with
Debbie and her friends, includ-
ing some broadways pals from
the hit show Phantom of the
opera and more!

Sinbad
Thursday, December 6
Partially Underwritten by Gardella's
Elite Limosine
He doesn’t deliver punch lines – 
he slam dunks them!

Eric Hutchinson
Sun, December 16 
With Special Guest Jessie Payo
with his chart topping hit 
watching you watch Him

The Ridgefield
Playhouse

80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT • (203)438-5795
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org

Doyle Coffin ARCHiteCtURe
SinGeR SonGwRiteR SeRieS
Doyle Coffin ARCHiteCtURe
SinGeR SonGwRiteR SeRieS

Ann Hampton Callaway
Sings the Streisand Songbook
Fri, Nov 16
Multiplatinum selling singer-
songwriter and actress, 
celebrating one of America’s 
most enduring artists, 
Barbra Streisand. 

Broadway & CaBaret SerieS

Karla Bonoff and 
Steve Forbert
Saturday, November 17
A night of hits including All My
life, Personally, Someone to 
lay Down Beside Me and
Romeo’s tune.

Doyle Coffin ARCHiteCtURe
SinGeR SonGwRiteR SeRieS

Rock SeRieS

Underwritten by 
Ridgefield Prime

Partially Underwritten
by Albano Appliances,

Best Cellars and 
HB Group

Rock SeRieS

Broadway & CaBaret
SerieS

CLARK 
CONSTRUCTION 
COMEDY SERIES
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information. He added, “This is 
not transparency in government.” 
Mayor Noam Bramson apologized, 
saying that he would “take responsi-
bility” because he sought input, but 
that it would not matter because he 
expected everything to be presented 
that evening at the special meeting.

City Manager Chuck Strome 
followed by explaining the three 
options that needed to be consid-
ered in moving the City Yard as 
they related to the Echo Bay project: 
(1) construct a new City Yard on 
Beechwood Avenue, (2) modernize 
the current Main Street site, or (3) 
do nothing for a few years. Strome 
recalled that, back in February, 
2012, the City Council authorized 
a bond resolution for the design of 
a new City Yard at the Beechwood 
Avenue site. Then, in April, a 
consultant submitted preliminary 
estimates of $16 million to reno-
vate the present City Yard and $13 
million to prepare the Beechwood 
site. Since that time, the estimates 
have increased to $19 million for the 
Main Street site and $24.4 million 
for the Beechwood site. Strome 
suggested not doing anything “is a 
poor option”.

Former Commissioner of 
Development Michael Freimuth 
attended the City Council meeting 
to detail preliminary terms and 
conditions for the FCR Echo Bay 

Project. He had both positive and 
negative comments. On the positive 
side, Freimuth said FCR would pay 
New Rochelle $2.5 million for the 
property and $1 million for building 
permit fees. FCR would also pay 
$18 million over 20 years in refuse 
fees. According to Freimuth, a small 
number of jobs would be created 
and some sales tax revenue would be 
generated. On the negative side, he 
said, FCR would ask for tax abate-
ments and a PILOT (payment in 
lieu of taxes), which is currently 
calculated to cover school costs for 
an estimated 22 students at the rate 
of $17,500 per student, increasing 
by an inflation factor each year. The 
cost to New Rochelle of moving the 
City Yard must also be considered.

Mayor Bramson then asked 
the Councilmembers how they 
wanted to proceed that evening. 
Councilman Lou Trangucci 
suggested a “small discussion”. 
Tarantino quickly stated, “If Forest 
City does not go forth, we would 
not expend any funds.” But Strome 
brought up the “up front payment” 
from the developer as a sweetener. 
Councilwoman Shari Rackman 
asked if these numbers are accu-
rate. She wanted to know what 
happens if FCR’s environmental 
remediation of Echo Bay costs $4 
million instead of the projected $3 
million. Freimuth responded that 
remediation is FCR’s problem. 

Rackman also wanted to know if 
the Beechwood Avenue site would 
“fulfill the needs of the City going 
forward,” and asked if the City 
could repair or rebuild the present 
City Yard site on Main Street. 
Commissioner of Public Works 
Alexander Tergis responded that a 
better proposal could be made by 
using more money.

According to Trangucci, the 
proposed relocation of the City Yard 
to Beechwood Avenue would result 
in a City Yard that is approximately 
half the size of the present yard. He 
noted that the new report does not 
delve into the costs of remediating 
the Beechwood site or that addi-
tional police and fire services would 
be needed. As a result of the bonding 
and the insufficiency of the PILOT, 
the City would incur an additional 
financial burden of $900,000 per 
year. Trangucci observed that the 
City will see no positive finan-
cial benefit until the bond debt is 
paid off. Finally, Trangucci wanted 
to know who determined the $5 
million land value of the present 
City Yard, which he asserts should 
be valued at $10 million. Freimuth 
responded by saying the value is 
based on unit housing costs in the 
area.

At that point Mayor Bramson 
said the Council did not have to 
make a “judgment on Echo Bay,” 
but it had to make a decision on 
the City Yard. Trangucci disagreed, 
advising that each decision was 

dependent on the other and could 
not be considered independent of 
the other. Councilman Jared Rice 
asked about the size reduction of 
the City Yard at Beechwood and 
whether service would improve.

Strome and Tergis side-stepped 
a direct response with a comment 
about the present City Yard’s opera-
tional inefficiencies and opined over 
the prospect of sewer and drain 
walls that are “ready to collapse.” A 
discussion of grants and funding 
sources for remediating problems at 
the present City Yard followed.

Councilman Ivar Hyden asked, 
“Shouldn’t we have this (financial) 
information before we move the 
City Yard?” Strome basically ignored 
the question and responded, “Bonds 
must be issued this year” to move 
the City Yard. When Councilman 
Barry Fertel wanted to know what 
would happen if the City Yard was 
not moved now, Tergis said mainte-
nance costs would go up.

As the session ended, Bramson 
insisted that a choice between devel-
opment and fiscal responsibility was 
“wrong, wrong, wrong.” He said 
he viewed development and fiscal 
responsibility as moving in tandem 
along the same track and direc-
tion. He said he has never seen a 
perfect development and insisted 
that a decision must be made on 
November 13th.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, 
a community activist, and former 
educator.

To Move or Not Move New Rochelle’s City Yard

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Continued from page 8

HISTORY

By ROBERT SCOTT
The year 1919 
opened with 
American troops 
bogged down in 
Siberia as part of 

an allied intervention during the 
civil war that followed the Russian 
Revolution.

The Senate announced that 
hearings would begin on February 
11 to investigate Bolhevik propa-
ganda. Sen. Lee S. Overman, a 
Democrat from North Carolina, 
headed the subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, whose 
five male members had an average 

age of 61.
The other committee members 

were Knute Nelson (R-Minn.), 
Thomas Sterling (R-N.D.), 
William H. King (D-Utah) and 
Josiah O. Wolcott (D-Del.).

In New York, Jack Reed was 
putting the finishing touches on his 
manuscript of Ten Days That Shook 
the World.

To promote her book Six Red 
Months in Russia and refute the 
lies being circulated by critics about 
the new Russia, Louise Bryant 
was about to begin a cross-country 
speaking tour on “The Truth About 
Russia.”

Jack Reed and Louise Bryant
A Senatorial Inquisition

Three of the five members of the Overman Committee in 1919 during 
hearings: Senator Josiah Oliver Wolcott (D-Del.), Chairman Lee 

Slater Overman (D-N.C.), Senator Knute Nelson (R-Minn.)Continued on page 10
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Reed and Bryant had wired 
Senator Overman offering to testify as 
witnesses but received no reply.

On Sunday afternoon, February 
2, Louise was in Washington for an 
appearance at Poli’s Theater at 15th 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue. After 
her talk, she remained in Washington 
and managed to get arrested in front 
of the White House. She was released 
following a brief hunger strike.

Louise attended the hearings and 
listened to a series of friendly witnesses. 
During a recess she confronted the 
chairman and demanded to be heard. 
He promised to tell her the next day 
when she would be called to testify, but 
failed to keep his promise.

Only after she stood up during a 
hearing, identified herself and publicly 
demanded that her testimony be 
scheduled was she called before the 
Overman Committee. She testified for 
two days as the first unfriendly witness, 
starting on February 20.

Bryant’s treatment during her 
testimony initiated the practice of 
congressional witch-hunting that 
would culminate in the discredited 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee under J. Parnell Thomas 
and Sen. Joe McCarthy’s Armed 
Services Committee hearings in the 
1950s.
Inquisition

Throughout her testimony 
Overman Committee members were 
both bullying and belligerent. At 
the outset, they grilled her at length 
about her belief in God. Although 
she admitted that she believed in 
the sanctity of an oath, Senator King 
pressed on, stating. “A person who has 
no conception of God does not have 
any idea of the sanctity of an oath, and 

an oath would be meaningless,” he 
insisted.

Unsatisfied with her concession 
of belief that there was a God, she was 
asked by Senator Wolcott whether she 
believed “in a punishment hereafter 
and a reward for duty.” An exasper-
ated Louise Bryant responded, “It 
seems to me as if I were being tried for 
witchcraft. Very well, I will concede--I 
concede there is a hell.”

Senator King asked Louise where 
she stayed in Washington. She told 
him that it was at the headquarters of 
the National Women’s Party, a militant 
suffragist group. He asked whether she 
belonged to the NWP “picket squad” 
that had actively picketed the White 
House.

She responded, “I do not know 
what that has to do with the truth 
about Russia, but I did. I believe in 
equality for women as well as men, 
even in my own country.”

“We want to know something 
about the character of the person who 
testifies,” he told her, “so that we can 
determine what credit to give to their 
testimony.”

Under further questioning by 
Senator Nelson, she admitted that 
she took part in the burning of the 
president in effigy, an act for which 
she was jailed. After probing questions 
about her first and second marriages, 
Senator King asked if she participated 
in Bolshevik meetings. She replied 
that she took notes at such meetings, 
as other reporters did.

She was asked about Jack Reed’s 
employment by the Bolsheviks. 
Holding copies of propaganda docu-
ments printed in German, Louise 
proudly admitted that her husband 
did a lot in Russia to bring about the 
abdication of the Kaiser.

Senator Nelson maintained that 
he wanted facts. Bryant insisted the 
papers she was holding were the 
facts. Nelson cautioned her: “Don’t 
be so impertinent.” When spectators 
applauded, the chairman warned that 
he would clear the room if the noise 
was repeated. It was and he did. Louise 
refused to testify in a closed session. 
After about an hour, spectators were 
allowed to return, with an admonition 
against “cheering.”

Senator Overman asked about her 
lecture at Poli’s Theater. “Its purpose 
was to protest against intervention 
in Russia.” she explained. “I, as an 
American, believing in self-determi-
nation, cannot believe in intervention. 
I do not see how we can fight for 
democracy in France and against it 
in Siberia. I believe we ought to take 
our troops out of Russia. It would be 
better for both nations to have friendly 
relations.”

Senator Nelson demanded to 
know whether she was “anxious” for 
the Bolsheviks to remain in power.

“I am anxious—” she began.
“Answer my question,” Senator 

Nelson interrupted. “Are you anxious 
to have the Bolshevik government 
there as a permanent thing?” he 
thundered.

Louise replied calmly, “I think the 
Russians ought to settle that.”

He posed the question again, and 
she replied, “I answered you. I said I 
believed in self-determination.”

“Self-determination at the point 
of a gun?” he asked.

“All governments have had to be 
self-determined at the point of a gun. 
There never has been the government 
established except after a war,” was her 
reply.

When the hearing opened the 
next day, Louise Bryant asked the 
chairman to be allowed “to speak a 
whole sentence before this committee 

without being interrupted.” He 
assented.

She criticized the hearings, 
pointing out that previous witnesses 
who did not support the revolution 
were allowed to talk at length, but 
she was not allowed to answer ques-
tions fully. She had been treated like “a 
traitor,” she charged.

Chairman Overman told her 
patronizingly: “You seem to want to 
make a martyr of yourself, when you 
have not been treated unfairly that I 
can see. You’re a woman and you do 
not know anything about the conduct 
of an examination such as we have in 
hand here. We’re going to treat you 
fairly and treat you as a lady.”

Louise’s answer has become a 
classic: “I don’t want to be treated as 
a lady, but I want to be treated as a 
human being.”

She wanted the record to show 
that she believed she had been “lectured 
at” and subjected to “a sort of third 
degree” by Senator Nelson. She was 
told by Senator Sterling, “You were not 
given lectures. You were cross-exam-
ined.” Senator Nelson described her as 
“deluded,” adding, “You are young, too, 
and I feel sorry for you.”

The chairman declared that as a 
judge on the bench in Utah the senator 
frequently had before him witnesses 
who were charged with having no faith 
in the Christian religion. Bryant coun-
tered by asking, “How would you have 
treated me if I had been a Jew?”

Jack Reed followed Louise as a 
witness. His answers were crisp and 
clear. The committee obviously had no 
desire to tangle with him, and he was 
allowed to depart quickly.
Back in Croton

In April of 1919, Jack and Louise 
acquired a German shepherd puppy 
and began gardening and laying flag-
stones at the house on Mount Airy. 

Reed fell ill in the influenza epidemic 
sweeping the country and became 
delirious. “For some days he seemed 
not to understand anything,” Louise 
noted. Getting a doctor to make house 
calls or finding a nurse was impossible. 
A phone call to Dr. Harry Lober in 
New York brought the advice “give 
him aspirin and eggnog with plenty of 
brandy.”

She was wife, doctor and nurse 
to Jack. Because the little house was 
cold, she moved the bed to the living 
room near the fireplace. Each day she 
gave him an alcohol rub, “starting with 
his toes and working all over his body.” 
She turned him regularly to prevent 
bedsores from developing.

Widespread fear of contagion 
made it futile to ask neighbors for help. 
Louise chopped wood and brought in 
armloads of logs for the fire. When 
he slept, she hurriedly descended into 
the village for groceries and supplies 
and struggled back up steep Mt. Airy 
Road.

Louise had ordered some trees. 
With a recovering Reed sitting by 
the window and giving instructions, 
Boardman Robinson and Louise 
planted a small red hawthorn where he 
suggested. She later wrote a touching 
poem about it:

All the fruit-trees were in bloom.
They were little girls
Going to communion.
But the hawthorn broke my heart.
It was the little son
I dreamed about and never had.
As strength slowly returned, Jack 

began to dream about making his way 
back to Russia where so much was 
happening. Louise was furious at the 
idea of another separation.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book 
publisher and local historian. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

Continued on page 11
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Jack Reed and Louise Bryant
Continued from page 9

By LARRY M. ELKIN
As a rule, dead folks 
are not very diligent 
about exercising their 
rights. Some life insur-
ance companies have 

profited from this tendency for a long 
time, but their free ride on the backs 
of policy beneficiaries may be coming 

to an end.
American International Group 

Inc. and MetLife Inc. have agreed to 
pay large settlements to beneficiaries 
of unclaimed life insurance policies 
and to change their procedures to help 
identify policies that might otherwise 
go unclaimed. Under the settlements, 
which followed recent state reviews, 
AIG is expected to pay around $300 

million, and MetLife is expected to 
pay about $500 million.

A life insurance policy is a contrac-
tual promise to the policy’s owner that 
the insurer will pay the designated 
beneficiary when the insured person 
dies. Often, the policy owner is the 
person whose life is insured, which 
means that, upon death, the owner is 
not in a position to notify the insurance 

company that it is time to issue a check. 
Usually, the beneficiary is aware of the 
policy and will claim the death benefit, 
but sometimes a policy’s existence is 
either unknown or overlooked.

In that situation, insurers do 
not get to just hold on to the money 
and wait. States require unclaimed or 
abandoned property, including insur-
ance benefits, to be turned over to 
them for safekeeping in the event the 
rightful owner is later identified. New 
York state’s unclaimed insurance fund 

currently holds one uncashed policy 
worth $1.7 million and others of lesser 
value.

Once the money is in state hands, 
it quickly becomes available for other 
purposes. Anthony Forchino, assistant 
director at the Arizona Department of 
Revenue, told The New York Times 
that the unclaimed benefit money 
his state collects “goes into a general 
fund each year until it’s claimed.” 
That seldom happens. Including the 
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single $1.7 million policy, New York 
state received over $400 million in 
unclaimed life insurance property 
between 2000 and 2011. It only paid 
out about $65 million.

Joseph M. Belth, professor emer-
itus of insurance at Indiana University 
and editor of the Insurance Forum, 
conducted a study of unclaimed 
benefits that suggested insurers have 
at least $1.3 billion in total unclaimed 
policy liabilities. Around $351 million 
was transferred to states in 2009, he 
estimated.

Although insurers must ulti-
mately surrender unclaimed policies, 

they still get a significant benefit from 
being less than vigilant in tracking the 
deaths of customers and in locating 
beneficiaries. Depending on the state, 
insurers are allowed to wait until a 
policy has been inactive for two to 
seven years before surrendering it. 
During that time, they are free to 
profit from the money. Also, since 
some policies do not require regular 
premium payments or other actions 
on the part of policyholders, insurers 
can continue to consider policies to be 
active even as the long-out-of-touch 
insureds achieve remarkable apparent 
feats of longevity.

Under their settlements, AIG 

and MetLife have agreed to use the 
Social Security Administration’s 
Death Master File to actively iden-
tify customers who have died. The 
database is based on Social Security 
Administration payment records. 
It does not contain records of every 
death, but it should serve as a useful 
starting point.

All U.S. insurers should regularly 
monitor the Social Security database. 
The life insurance business is, funda-
mentally, built on trust. We buy life 
insurance so that the people we care 
about will be financially protected 
when we are no longer here to look 
after them. If we lose faith that the 
insurer will hold up its end of the 
bargain, an important financial plan-
ning tool is compromised. Insurers 

that place the onus on beneficiaries 
to step forward are putting their cred-
ibility and business reputations at risk.

As soon as a company loses touch 
with a policy owner, it ought to make 
every effort to determine whether 
benefits are due. Investigating possible 
deaths sooner rather than later will 
make it far more likely that insurers 
will be able to locate beneficiaries and 
far less likely that benefits will end up 
in the lost-and-found.

While the AIG and MetLife 
settlements will partly address the 
issue, individuals should also make 
a point of ensuring that potential 
beneficiaries, including secondary 
beneficiaries, are aware of their poli-
cies and have access to records. In 
situations where beneficiaries might 

include young children, this requires 
special planning.

There will still be situations in 
which beneficiaries are unaware of 
policies or are unable to file claims. 
But as regulators force insurers to step 
up, we can hope that in the future, 
even when records are lost, benefits 
won’t be.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president 
of Palisades Hudson Financial Group a 
fee-only financial planning firm head-
quartered in Scarsdale, NY. Website: 
www.palisadeshudson.com.
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Waiting for the Dead to Step Forward
Continued from page 10

By HEZI ARIS
NEW YORK, NY 
-- Judge Colleen 
McMahon of the 
Federal District 
Court in Manhattan 
last week upheld 

the convictions against former 
Yonkers City Councilwoman Sandy 
Annabi and of former Yonkers City 
Republican Chairman Zehy Jereis.

Jereis testified before a jury that 
it was love for Annabi that had driven 
him to give her gifts over many years 
rather than prosecutorial assertions 
that he did so to persuade Annabi 
to endorse the then proposed Forest 
City Ratner project that would 
become the recently opened Ridge 
Hill Development. The government 
further alleged Annabi eventu-
ally gave support to the Ridge Hill 
Development believing doing so 
would assist Jereis in gaining employ 
from the Ridge Hill developer Forest 
City Ratner.

Prosecutors had accused Ms. 
Annabi of taking about $195,000 
in secret payments over the years 
from Zehy Jereis in return for drop-
ping her strong opposition to a 
proposed 81-acre luxury mall and 
housing complex in Yonkers called 
Ridge Hill, and a second project. 
The government had also contended 
that Ms. Annabi eventually gave the 
Ridge Hill Development project her 
vote and support in order to help 
Jereis obtain a no-show job from the 

developer, Forest City Ratner.
“The jury was entitled to 

conclude that the thing that changed 
Sandy Annabi’s mind about the 
Ridge Hill Project was her bene-
factor Zehy Jereis’ financial interest 
in getting the project approved,” 
wrote Judge McMahon in her 
decision.

Judge McMahon raised the 
issue of whether the government 
has proven its case against the 
two defendants over the issue of 
conspiracy as its related to Ridge 
Hill. That concerned was expressed 
by Judge McMahon and would 
reverberate in media as to the 
integrityof the case against Annabi 
/ Jereis. While the issue is likely 
the most stellar of concerns to the 
public’s understanding of whether 
the case is impervious to future 
scrutiny simply lacks judicial integ-
rity is one which Judge Mahon has 
declined to rule. The reader should 

recognize that Judge McMahon 
expressed her opinion when the jury 
was sequestered in the deliberation 
room outside of any

Judge McMahon expressed 
skepticism as to the love relation-
ship expressed by Jereis for Annabi 
despite the supportive evidence 
afforded the court of email commu-
nication between the protagonists. 
Prosecutors said the email evidence 
was fabricated.

“The jury would not have acted 
irrationally had it drawn the infer-
ence that the e-mails were fakes,” 
Judge McMahon wrote. “Neither 
would it have been irrational for the 
jurors to conclude that Jereis’ story of 
his seven years of unrequited court-
ship was most likely a fiction as well.”

Annabi and Jereis were each 
respectively convicted on March 
29, 2012; both are scheduled for 
sentencing on November 19, 2012.

Federal District Court Judge Conviction in Annabi / Jereis Case Stands
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http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/08/www.palisadeshudson.com.
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/30/nyregion/two-convicted-in-yonkers-corruption-case.html
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Ad Sales Position for Print Media
Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester.  Must have experience and must have car 

with clean driver’s license • Full time position.  • Must live in Westchester.  
Good Pay and Bonus Structures.  Looking to hire immediately.

Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview  •  Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.

“The Other Son” (+)
This film is no blockbuster nor is it 

even one that you must see. It is inter-
esting, however, because of its subject 
matter.

The sons of an Israeli and 
Palestinian couple were accidentally 
switched at birth. Joseph (Jules Sitruk) 
was raised by middle-class parents in 

Tel Aviv. His father, Alon (Pascal Elbe), 
is a high-ranking officer in the IDF 
and his mother, Orith (Emmanuelle 
Devos), is a physician. Yassin (Mehdi 
Dehbi) was raised on the West Bank 
by low-middle-income parents: auto 
mechanic, Said

(Khalifa Natour), and his wife, 
Leila (Areen Omari).

The error is discovered through a 

blood test when the boys are 18 years 
old. Their outraged fathers are unable to 
cope with the problem. Their mothers, 
who seek to find a solution, are the most 
sympathetic characters for the audience.

Movies dealing with an Israeli-
Palestinian issue attract wide audiences. 
Both sides are interested in how their 
people are treated and who comes out 
ahead. In my opinion, the Palestinians 

in this picture were treated a little better, 
but not by much. The downside of the 
film is that on occasion it becomes a bit 
of a soap opera. (In French, Hebrew, 
Arabic and English, with English 
subtitles.)

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

“A Late Quartet” (+)
You don’t have to be familiar with 

chamber music to enjoy this film, which 
is a real gem.

The members of the Fugue String 
Quartet include Peter (Christopher 
Walken), who is considerably older than 
the other three, Daniel (Mark Ivanir), 
who is “first seat,” and a married couple 

Robert (Philip Seymour Hoffman) and 
Juliette (Catherine Keener).

When Peter learns that he has 
Parkinson’s disease, he announces that 
this is his last season due to his tremors. 
Robert envies Daniel’s “first seat” and 
wants to share that position. Outraged 
when his wife, Juliette, tells him that he 
is not as good a musician, he picks up 
a Spanish dancer for a one-night stand. 

Juliette discovers the betrayal and leaves 
him.

Complicating matters is a romance 
between Juliette and Robert’ daughter, 
Alexandra (Imogen Poots), and Daniel, 
which causes a fist fight between the 
two men. It all rings true. The music and 
the acting are terrific. It was especially 
interesting to see Christopher Walken 
portray an ordinary person for a change 

rather than a bizarre character.
Visit the Mayor at the Movies 

to learn more: http://www.mayor-
koch.com/. The Honorable Edward 
Irving Koch served as a member of 
Congress from New York State from 
1969 through 1977, and New York 
City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 to 
1989.

You’d think at seventy that one 
night of antics would suffice, 
but no Jorma got two nights to 
celebrate his seventieth, so on 
December 3rd and 4th, 2010 this 
incarnation of Tuna checked 
themselves into the Beacon in 
NYC. All in all there’s twelve 
live performance tracks included 
(many with special guests) 
that total almost two hours of 
music. Plus fifteen bonus mate-
rial minutes that includes a still 
photo gallery (highlights from 

the concerts plus on and off stage 
flashback shots of a younger 
Jorma) that runs uncontrollably 
and is accompanied with a very 
cool instrumental track of just 
Kaukonen and Casady, and one 
other live tune. There’s also a very 
short on-stage birthday cake 
presentation, and a (relatively 
short) Jorma and Jack interview 
about the making of their latest 
disc “Steady As She Goes.”

The DVD starts with a 
pedestrian paced “I See the 

Light” that shows off some 
low key but intricate interplay 
between Jorma and the multi-
guitarist Barry Mitterhoff, and 
of course Casady’s bass always 
intrigues. Even though their 
latest 2011 CD hadn’t been 
released the band test drives “If 
This Is Love” that finds Casady 
jumping around the stage and 
spending a lot of face time with 
their new drummer Skoota 
Warner who adds a lot dynamics 
and color to the band. The first 

guest is John Hammond Jr. 
who sings and plays guitar on a 
short “I Can Tell,” and quickly 
exits. Warren Haynes, Larry 
Campbell, and Bill Kirchen jump 
in for (a classic Tuna) “Come 
Back Baby” that excites and goes 
on for over eleven minutes where 
Larry Campbell does a great 
job echoing Papa John Creach’s 
violin excursions and has a ball 
soloing and riffing with the 
band, Haynes and Jorma engage 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Electric Hot Tuna Jorma’s 70th Birthday Celebration: 
Fur Peace Ranch
Jorma & Friends Roll on, Hot Tuna Indeed!

http://www.mayorkoch.com/
http://www.mayorkoch.com/
mailto:ctmetro44@gmail.com
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 MUSIC

but their segment really doesn’t mesh. 
Standup bassist Byron House fits right 
in with Casady on a wonderful rendi-
tion of Kaukonen’s “Water Song.”

The second night starts with 
the core Tuna band (no guests) with 
“Been So Long,” but things get very 
interesting when Casady’s thumping 
bass-lines introduce “Bowlegged 
Woman, Knock Kneed Man,” more 
double bass playing reoccurs as Oteil 
Burbridge joins and immediately 
bonds with Casady, there’s more as 
Bob Weir walks on stage and shakes 

things up with his sharp rhythm and 
occasional guitar solos, and there’s 
also two drummers on-stage with 
Bob Steeler drumming along with 
Skoota Warner. Burbridge gets a solo 
bass spot and accompanies himself by 
scat singing, Weir’s a nice fit here too 
and this slow burning jam goes on for 
almost (what did you expect?) sixteen 
minutes. The same band continues as 
Weir sings “Walking Blues,” where 
Jorma’s seemingly enjoying having 
Weir to play off of. Steve Earle sings 
and plays acoustic guitar his own 
“”Hometown Blues,” and is almost 
done for the night. Burbridge returns 
for a ten minute “99 Year Blues” that 

strolls along mightily, Mitterhoff and 
Kaukonen beautifully coalesce off 
each other acoustically, but this time 
it’s Casady who gets the first bass 
solo, followed by another Burbridge 
bass solo where it’s neat to see the two 
bassists intricately trade off bass licks 
that ignites the rest of the band, Jorma 
guitar is particularly heady here. Before 
the night ended you knew they’d get 
to “Funky #7” Burbridge stays on as 
Pete Sears joins in as does Steeler’s 
second drumming, expectedly this jam 
rolls on for almost nineteen minutes 
and has magical moments within this 
extended and at times psychedelic 
jam. Weir and and onslaught of others 

(Michael Falzarano, Pete Sears, Steve 
Earle) return for a rollicking cover of 
Jimmy Reed’s “Baby What Do You 
Want Me To Do,” and the birthday 
celebration’s curtain hits the ground.

Jorma, got any plans for your 
next birthday? This time I want to be 
there! Long story short, this video is a 
superb snapshot for Jorma’s seventieth, 
the video capture is pretty good, but I 
was very disappointed with the sound 
quality which lacked dynamics that 
offers a very thin bottom-end which is 
a major disappointment for hearing the 
full embodiment of Casady, and when 
the two other bassists who connected 
with Jack. All in all this DVD serves 

as a special celebration/document for 
Jorma Kaukonen seventieth. Let’s not 
forget his longtime cohort Casady 
who has incredibly been right there 
at every step of the way note for note, 
and as-one with Jorma for nearly half 
a decade! Long live Hot F’in Tuna, 
go see them live; they are recently and 
currently reinvigorated, very vibrant 
and creative. May their jams go on and 
on….

Note: Hot Tuna will perform 2 
shows at the Beacon Theatre, NYC, 
November 30th and December 1st.

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

The Sounds of Blue
Continued from page 12

PEOPLE

By RICH MONETTI
The modern sports 
complex at Somers 
High School dwarfs the 
memory of the simple 
football field that once 

prevailed. Regardless of the evolution, 
a movement has begun among alumni 
to rename the field in honor of a giant 
whom they credit with putting Somers 
Football on the map.

“Coach Joe Carr made that 
program,” says 1974 graduate Robert 
Agostino.

In fact, saying Coach Carr 
invented football in Somers has a 
degree of truth. “It was six man foot-
ball when he took over in the mid 50s,” 
says Agostino, “and they did more than 
hold their own among larger, estab-
lished 11 man programs.”

Somers won six Northern 
Westchester / Putnam titles, including 
1969, when Carr received New York 
State Coach of the Year honors after 
his 3rd undefeated season made it into 
the sports history books.

As could be expected, some of Mr. 
Carr’s methods would not translate 
well today. “The stop watch was always 
out, and if I didn’t hit the line in seven 
tenths of a second, there were a lot of 
clipboards broken over helmets,” says 
former running back Butch Fream.

Fream doesn’t deny how shocking 
his recollections may sound but truth 
requires Mr. Carr be seen from both 
sides of the ball. “Hell,” says Fream, 
“We loved the guy.”

Mr. Carr also had final say as 
Junior High Principal in matters of 

discipline, when corporal punish-
ment was still in play. Mr. Agostino 
addresses that old school. “You do 
something wrong, then you’re going 
to feel it, and you’re going to know it, 
so you wouldn’t do it again,” he says. 
“That’s the way I was raised.”

Once again, character can only 
be assessed by taking the account full 
circle. “He did so much for me and my 
family as a coach and a father figure,” 
says Agostino, “and in the end, he really 
cared about each and every student.”

Context must also be brought 
to bear. Mr. Fream used another 
Somers principal to show that today’s 
values cannot always be imposed on 
yesterday. One Webb Keefe of the 
1940s era exercised an annual tradi-
tion that is incomprehensible today, 
but well within the social norms of the 
time.

The outdoorsman principal let 
seniors bring their shotguns to school 
on opening day of bird shooting 
season, and lunchtime had them all 
off hunting en-masse. “Try that today,” 
jokes Fream.

Nonetheless, renaming of the field 
is something Town Board Member 
Tom Garrity cannot rationalize. “It’s 
nothing against Joe Carr,” says Garrity, 
“but you name a field in honor of 
somebody, I don’t know how you go 
back years later and change it.”

Fream definitely appreciates the 
gravity of taking down the current 
naming in honor of the late Somers 
athletic physician, Dr. Donald Richie. 
Still, Fream holds out hope for a 
middle ground such as leaving the 

doctor’s name above the complex and 
raising Carr’s in association with the 
football field.

“I would be more interested in 
looking at something like that,” said 
Garrity.

Dr. Richie’s son Chris sounded 
a similar sentiment. “If you want to 
name the football field after Joe Carr 
that would be acceptable, but to change 
the name of the complex - we’re not in 
favor of that,” said Richie speaking for 
his family.

Either way, recognition of Carr’s 
pursuit of team above all else, is some-
thing Somers football – past, present 
and future – can look up to. And that 
example was never so evident than in 
the events that led to the end of Joe 
Carr’s coaching career in 1972

Society changed, hair grew longer 
and several players wanted to follow 
suit in defiance of Carr’s rules on 

haircuts. “No one was bigger than the 
team,” says Agostino, “and unity was 
the issue at hand.”

One David Vartulli enlisted the 
ACLU to his cause and the New 
York State Education Commissioner 
ruled in the student’s favor. “Once that 
came about Coach Carr and Assistant 
Coach Bob Nussbaum resigned,” says 
Agostino.

Ironically, Vartulli never did suit 
up for Somers, while Carr continued 
as principal, and the field was named 
after Dr. Richie in the late 70s. But 
discussions between old teammates 
over recent years have now found a 
home on Facebook, and the cause 
awaits greater attention.

Nonetheless, Mr Carr is humbled 
by the efforts of his former players. “It’s 
very, very nice, I feel fortunate,” said the 
80-year-old Mahopac resident. At the 
same time, Mr. Carr is satisfied with 

whatever the board decides.
Still, is this just too far away from 

the Somers we now know? Inside the 
lines, Agostino believes the history 
Joe Carr left behind brings important 
perspective to the success Somers 
Football enjoys today. But elevating his 
name at the high school is a question 
that easily falls beyond the confines 
of the game, according to Agostino’s 
brother Dominic.

“Really teaching about life, Mr. 
Carr demanded excellence and hard 
work. And he gave exactly that to his 
players, his students and his commu-
nity,” concludes Dominic Agostino.

Follow the Facebook 
Conversation. ...you are from 
SOMERS, NEW YORK if.....

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been 
a freelance writer covering Westchester 
County since 2003. Peruse his work at 
http://rmonetti.blogspot.com/

Effort to Change Somers’ High School Athletic Field to Honor Coach Joe Carr
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READING

By BOB MARRONE
Insight is an inter-
esting acquisition. 
Within the classroom 
that is therapy, more 
is accomplished by 
what is not said, as 

opposed to what is emphatically 
stated. Conclusions reached and 
lessons learned are very much the 
patient’s own. Sure there are valuable, 
even profound, ideas put forward by 
the doctor; but they are more akin to 
skills than they are answers to burning 
questions. They are not unlike the old 
axiom that suggests it is better to teach 
a man to fish than it is to give him the 
food directly.

Over the months and some-
times years… in my case the latter… 
the life events suggested in the last 
chapter inevitably occur. In turn, those 
instances stimulate the kind of feelings 
that, if not managed well… which is to 
say in an adult and emotionally healthy 
way… can trigger the onset of anxiety 
and depression. Over time, leave 
enough of those feelings unresolved; or 
worse, let some of those feeling reveal 
themselves in a way that is exaggerated 
by other misunderstood feelings from 
earlier in life or childhood, and presto; 
you have a good chance for a major 
depressive episode. Never learning 
how to deal with problems or feelings 

over a lifetime can result in chronic 
depression.

This is not to say that some people 
are not more prone to depression than 
others, or that for some, this predis-
position is not chemical or genetic in 
nature. But it is my first hand belief 
that, all things being equal, childhood 
experiences and other life events, in 
the absence of proper direction, coping 
skill development and an environment 
of security, can lead to self hate, and 
ultimately depression.

In dealing with all this, the 
challenge for the doctor, from my 
perspective after all these years, is 
daunting. How do you give advice to 
someone who hangs on every word? 
How do you avoid making some-
one’s condition worse when they are 
hair-trigger ready to indict and judge 
themselves a hateful failure? How can 
you teach someone to live with doubt 
unless you actually let him / her live 
with it and learn from it? Ultimately, 
how do you facilitate the develop-
ment of a healthy ego, along with the 
ability to deal with life confidently and 
prosperously, in such a fragile psyche? 
Perhaps, most importantly of all, how 
do you do these things without artifi-
cial braces like religion, philosophy or 
some other strident belief system that 
replaces doubt with false certainty? But 
for the person who has lost all faith in 
everything including their very ability 

to relate to the world, such a solution 
might be only fleeting. Moreover, they 
provide an answer where there can 
never really be one.

Placing the above in perspective 
with the terrible events concerning 
the death of my friend Chris, was a 
crucible presented before me in the 
midst of my recovery. I am sure every 
person overcoming depression or other 
mental illnesses has that first crisis that 
calls into question whether they can 
really handle life on its own terms, that 
calls into question one’s deepest doubts 
about themselves, and that afterwards, 
though battered, scarred, and scared, 
they emerge more confident.

Chris’ tragic death held all the 
elements needed for me to question 
myself, and my ability to cope. Why 
did he die at the age of twenty-seven? 
Why did I do that drill? How will I 
ever get over feeling responsible for his 
death? Do the other players think it is 
my fault? How will I ever get over the 
unimaginable death of a friend playing 
a sport we love? Why didn’t he wear 
his helmet? Why was he not more 
careful? How will I do my job with all 
this pain? Why? How? If only? These 
doubts plagued me, and grew worse 
each time the phone rang.

Time and fear, anxiety and impa-
tience; these are the baggage of the 
neurotic. Dealing with the bad feel-
ings of doubt is, perhaps, the most 

important lesson learned during 
recovery. First, it’s “how will I make 
it to next week’s session when I can’t 
even get though today.” Then it’s, “will 
I get well?’ During these phases, each 
day is a struggle to do other things, to 
manage your life, until you come to the 
conclusion of what you were in doubt 
about. Then, of course, real life brings 
its own tragedies and moments of 
fear and doubt: “Will my friend live.” 
“Will my mother get through that 
operation?” “Will my child do okay in 
school”?

At some point, the mantra and 
consistent common sense of therapy 
kicks in. The admonitions to, “get 
out of your head.” “Remember, you 
cannot have closure on all these things 
at once.” “Listen to yourself.” And so 
forth… begin to make sense organi-
cally. There were never any epiphanies 
in therapy, contrary to what pop culture 
and movies might have you think. It 
is a slow, steady, arduous path. But I 
do remember one moment that has 
stayed with me all these years. I was 
going on and on about “why this?” 
and “why that,” looking for assurances 
about life, work, love and assorted 
other insecurities when Dr. John 
Casarino told me the story, perhaps 
apocryphal, of Gertrude Stein’s last 
words: Her caretaker, seeking to be 
tender yet profound asked the dying 
Stein, “ Why?” Stein answered, as she 

slipped away, “Because!”
Indeed.
The more there are answers to this 

life, the more questions arise. I lived 
with the death of my friend, first, by 
realizing his passing was not about me. 
I then learned to accept that living a full 
adult life could sometimes result in the 
death of someone over whom I cared. 
Also, I learned that I had to accept that 
I had a role in that death… even if not 
one of fault… without suppressing 
how I felt or what it meant. Moreover, 
I had to do so without obsessing into 
some self-loathing spiral. Most impor-
tantly, I had to learn to stay out of my 
head and tend to my life, no matter 
how bad I felt, and no matter how 
much I wanted the episode to end. 
And so it was with Chris, I moved on. 
He died and I was involved because we 
were who we were, doing what we were 
doing on that warm October night. I 
knew I was a responsible coach who 
did not favor inordinately dangerous 
drills in an inherently dangerous sport. 
Chris was a tough, brave player who 
knew the risks.

The only answer I can give is 
borrowed from Ms. Stein, “Because!”

Bob Marrone is the host of a Monday to 
Friday local morning talk show heard on 
WVOX-1460 AM radio. 

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Fifty-Five – Lessons for a Lifetime

By NANCY KING
A little more than a year 
after Tropical Storm 
Irene rolled into the 
Hudson Valley causing 
widespread damage, 

super storm Sandy and Nor’easter 
Athena blew in and just about finished 
the region off. With high winds and 
unprecedented storm surge, much of 
Westchester County was left without 
power. Nearly two weeks after Sandy, 
nearly 17,000 residents are still 
without power despite the 3,500 utility 
workers from throughout the country 
who have arrived here to help put us 
back online. On Thursday, November 
8th, ConEd CEO Kevin Burke spoke 

to the residents of Westchester at a 
somber and somewhat tense press 
conference held at the opening of the 
county’s disaster center housed at the 
Westchester County Center in White 
Plains.

Burke told those in attendance 
that the utility company was “sorry” 
and that they “will improve”. He 
avoided questions and left those 
in attendance (pardon the pun) in 
the dark about how long they’ll be 
without power and what the utility 
will do to prevent this from happening 
again. He promised that there would 
be representatives from ConEd to 
answer customer’s questions about 
their outages but nearly 24 hours later, 

the average waiting time to speak to 
a representative is more than an hour 
and a half. Burke’s shallow apology 
was more than likely a response to 
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s threat to 
remove ConEd as the state’s primary 
energy provider. If Cuomo wants to 
make good on his threat however, 
he’ll be taking a long, expensive and 
complicated road to get there.

In order to even consider decer-
tifying ConEd, the Governor would 
have to order the state’s Public Service 
Commission to conduct an investi-
gation of the utility. Of course that 
will take time and money; lots of tax 
payer money. If that part of an inves-
tigation goes forward and the Public 

Service Commission actually finds 
the utility responsible for a lack of 
preparedness, the case would then 
be referred to the office of the State 
Administrative procedures. Under the 
State Administrative Procedures Act, 
ConEd could then either be fined or 
de-certified. Only under de-certifica-
tion could the governor shop around 
for a new vendor.

All of that sounds great but what 
it doesn’t address is the aging energy 
infrastructure of our energy providers. 
Even if New York is to get a new 
energy provider, they’re going to be 
delivering power through a system 
that was designed and implemented 
over 50 years ago. Burying cables may 
solve the problem in some areas but it 
doesn’t solve the problem in vulner-
able coastal areas where flooding and 

storm surge are common. We can use 
wind, solar or nuclear power as back 
sources of electricity but they’ll be of 
no use when the system of delivery is 
so antiquated that it can’t support an 
alternate energy platform. So what is 
the answer? It may come in the form 
of preventative maintenance that was 
once delivered by utility companies.

Nearly ten years ago, I spoke 
with a ConEd utility worker who was 
repairing an electrical box that had 
shorted out a condominium complex 
in Greenburgh. Putting the box back 
online was complicated and sure 
enough when the switch was thrown, 
it resulted in an explosion and subse-
quent damage to many of the units. 
Innocently enough, I asked the utility 
worker how this happened and he 
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replied that ConEd no longer did 
any preventative maintenance what 
so ever. He stated, that they now just 
wait for a problem and hope that they 
will be able to make repairs. They no 

longer replaced corroded wires and 
they no longer trimmed trees that were 
impeding power lines. He further went 
on to explain that ConEd’s adminis-
tration found this maintenance to be 
too expensive and had opted just to 
repair equipment and service on an as 

needed basis. After that conversation, 
I called ConEd and asked to speak 
with one of their high-ranking officials 
whom I was acquainted with. After 
three more calls, I was finally told that 
he was in “a secure location” and would 
be unavailable for comment. Ten years 
later, ConEd is doing what they do 
best, failing to communicate.

The outcome of this mess will be 
long and the expenses will be immea-
surable. There will be homeowners and 
small businesses who won’t financially 
survive these storms. ConEd is already 
asking for a rate increase to help cover 
their end of the repairs and you can be 
darn sure that the bills will be deliv-
ered right on time. No matter what 

the outcome, the taxpayers of the great 
state of New York will be footing the 
bill. It will be the second envelope, 
right behind the one marked ConEd.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, New 
York.
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JUPITER, FL -- The New York 
Mariners defeated the Florida 
Cardinals on Sunday, November 4, 
2012, to win the 2012 NABA Florida 
World Series, their second tourna-
ment championship in the last four 
years. This victory proved once again 
that the Mariners are one of the best 
amateur baseball teams in the country. 
The tournament consisted of six of the 
top teams on the East Coast, including 
teams from Florida, Virginia, and 
Canada. The games were played at 
Roger Dean Stadium, the St. Louis 
Cardinal’s and Miami Marlin’s spring 
training site.

Manager and player David Prince 
has been working hard the last several 

years to get Hudson Valley Amateur 
baseball on the map – he has now 
accomplished that with the first ever 

world series title won by a NY team in 
2009 and now again in 2012.

Catcher, Steve Aurigemma 

(Marlboro, NY), was the Mariners 
most outstanding player of the tourna-
ment, going an incredible 22 for 26 in 
the seven games. Overall, the Mariners 
offense scored 47 runs, second only to 
the runner-up Cardinals.

The Mariners pitching and 
defense allowed the fewest runs of the 
tournament, just 22, which included 
back-to-back shutouts on the third 
day. In the semi-final game against 
South Florida , Isaac Hess struck out 
19 batters in an impressive complete 
game effort. The Championship game 
Jessie Smith struck out 10 against the 
Florida Cardinal’s a team with one of 
the best offenses in the country who 
also have won the tournament in back 

to back years.
The Mariners compete locally 

in the Hudson Valley NABA, where 
they have won three championships in 
the league’s five-year existence posting 
a total record of 146-19-2 since 2008.

Hudson Valley Standouts: Steve 
Aurigemma, John Morrissey, Jake 
Slate, Dan Slate, David Prince, Adam 
Prince, Eric Kantner, Lee Roush, Matt 
Roush, Joe Berte, Jason Monti, Sven 
Jenkins, Jared Bahnsen, Dan Miller

http://www.facebook.com/
NewYorkMariners?ref=ts&fref=ts

http://htosports.com/teams/?u=
HVNABAMARINERS&s=basebal
l&t=c

SPORTS

Amateur Hudson Valley Baseball Team Secures Second World Series Win 

The New York Mariners are considered one of the best teams in the country.

By MARK JEFFERS
Welcome to another 
action packed edition 
of “Sports Scene”, 
where we take a 
look at the great 
sports action here in 

Westchester County…
Congratulations to our friend 

and ping pong partner Scarsdale’s 
Sunningdale Country Club PGA Pro 
Michael Breed host of “The Golf Fix” 
on the Golf Channel as he has been 
named Teacher of the Year by the 
PGA of America… way to go partner.

Greenburgh’s Jerry Alleyne 
Memorial Foundation Drop Shots got 
past a squad from Port Huron, Mich. 
45-44 to win the USTA Jr. Team 
Tennis 18-and-under Intermediate 
National Championships.

Turning to some high school 
Section 1 finals action, on the grid-
iron it was Somers beating up Sleepy 
Hollow 42 to 13 to capture the Class 

A championship. New Rochelle shut 
down North Rockland 28-0 to win 
the Class AA title. In the Class D 
title game, it was the Tuckahoe Tigers 
blasting Haldane 35 to 6.

In field hockey finals, in a stun-
ning upset, it was Suffern beating 
defending champion Mamaroneck 
in double overtime 2-1 to win the 
Section 1 Class A title. Sydney 
Rodina scored the winner for the 
Mounties. Powerhouse champion 
Lakeland made it look easy defeating 
Rye 5-0 to once again win the Class 
B title. In Class C action it was No. 
1 Bronxville shooting past No. 2 
Pawling by the final score of 2-0. 
Charlotte Reynolds scored a goal and 
an assist for the Broncos.

In volleyball, the undefeated 
Pelham Pelicans (18-0) defended 
their Class B Championship with a 
3-1 games victory over #2 Hen Hud. 
Panas won its first Section 1 title by 
sweeping Ursuline 3-0 for the Class A 
crown. Top seeded Kennedy won their 
first sectional title with a 3-0 victory 
against no. 7 Croton-Harmon; Anni 

Abbruzzese served the final 3 points 
for the victory.

Turning to some boys’ soccer 
finals, Blind Brook repeated as Class B 
championship with a 1-0 victory over 
North Salem, Samuel Nadell scored 

the winner for the Trojans. The Class 
C title went to top seed Solomon 
Schechter with their win over no. 2 
seed Haldane 2-1. Port Chester won 
the Class A title with a 2-1 victory over 
Byram Hills.

In diving action, Suffern senior 
Abbey Croce took home the section 

1 championship followed by Ursluline 
senior Elena Poppas taking second 
and Fox Lane’s sophomore Michelle 
Anderson finishing in third place 
at the championships held at Pace 
University.

Lobbing on over to the tennis 
courts, Jessie and Cassidy Cruz from 
New Rochelle rallied to defeat Tomo 
Iwasaki and Alexa Goldberg 6-7 (5), 
6-3, 6-3 to capture back to back state 
doubles titles

Here’s a look at what happening 
on the local college circuit, Pace’s 
volleyball team lost to visiting New 
Haven 3-2, Fox Lane graduate Nora 
Rugova of Mount Kisco had 19 kills 
and 11 digs for Pace. Chelsea Zurcher 
had 12 kills in Concordia’s tight 3-2 
loss to Goldey-Beacom and Pace lost 

to Franklin Pierce 3 games to 1.
Talk about “David vs. Golaith,” 

how about Pace taking on #9 in the 
country my Syracuse Orange in a 
college hoops exhibition game at the 
Carrier Dome the other night, the 
Setters played well and learned a lot 
from taking on the powerhouse boys 

from upstate New York.
South Salem’s Maddy Haller who 

plays women’s soccer for Duke was 
named to the Capital One Academic 
All-District III team.

The U.S. Baseball Academy will 
be making two local stops this winter, 
one at Purchase College and the 
other at Concordia College January 
6 –February 17, top area coaches for 
hitting, pitching and even throwing in 
some defense.

And three cheers (not while 
he is teeing off) go out to former 
Mamaroneck resident Andrew 
Svoboda as he has earned his PGA 
Tour card, now let’s watch him win 
some tournaments next year…

It was truly a tremendous sched-
uling job done by our area athletic 
directors for pulling off all these great 
contests despite the cancellations 
caused by Hurricane Sandy, a job well 
done…see you next time.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Sports Scene
 SPORTSSCENE

http://www.facebook.com/NewYorkMariners?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/NewYorkMariners?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://htosports.com/teams/?u=HVNABAMARINERS&s=baseball&t=c
http://htosports.com/teams/?u=HVNABAMARINERS&s=baseball&t=c
http://htosports.com/teams/?u=HVNABAMARINERS&s=baseball&t=c
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Oh, Henry!
By JOHN SIMON
Some years ago I 
formulated, a trifle 
whimsically, what some 
have dubbed Simon’s 
Law. According to it, 

if a novel is worth adapting for the 
stage, it can’t be done; if it can be done, 
it isn’t worth doing. Admittedly, some 
thrillers have fared well enough as low 
level theater; but a classic? Forget it.

I have never read Henry James’s 
“Washington Square,” and cannot tell 
how good a novel it is, yet its stage 

adaptation as “The Heiress,” by Ruth 
and Augustus Goetz is manifestly not 
a failure. As its current revival demon-
strates, it may not be theater of the 
highest order, but it is literate, percep-
tive, suspenseful, and in catering to an 
almost atavistic human desideratum, 
neatly satisfying.

 It is 1850 and the story of strict, 
puritanical Dr. Austin Sloper, eminent 
and affluent physician, living in his 
resplendent Washington Square 
mansion, and his rather plain, shy, 
indeed repressed daughter, Catherine, 
who reveres him and tries desperately 
to please him, even though she realizes 
that she cannot live up to his beautiful 
and beloved wife, or be forgiven for 

having caused her mother’s death on 
childbirth. Dr. Sloper has no hope of 
a suitable wooer for Catherine, and so 
neither does she.

 The doctor’s two sisters may see 
things differently. There is the flut-
tery, sentimental, overly optimistic 
minister’s widow, Lavinia Penniman, 
and the more sedate and judicious 
Elizabeth Almond, neither of whom 
can sway their brother. One day, on a 
visit, Elizabeth brings along daughter 
Marian and her fiancé, who in turn 
brings his cousin, the handsome 
but flighty Morris Townsend, an 
egoistic bachelor who seems to fall for 
Catherine as she does for him.

 Morris, however charming, 
cultured and attentive, is in fact a 
ne’er-do-well who never earned a 
penny, traveled all over Europe on a 
modest inheritance, and never helped 
out financially his strapped sister, a 
single mother of five children, with 
and off whom he is now living.  

 As Dr. Sloper correctly deduces, 
whatever Morris may think of 
Catherine, what he really wants is her 
large inheritance from her mother, 
and even much larger one she’ll get 
from her father, to say nothing of the 
wonderful mansion and its contents, 
all catnip for to an impecunious 
aesthete and collector.

 Catherine, however, hungry for 
love, sees only what she mistakes for 
reciprocal passion, and doesn’t even 
mind Morris’s obvious longing for her 
money. If her father would deter her 
from marrying Morris, she will even 
elope with him, all the more so since 
she now realizes that Dr. Sloper never 
really loved her, nor she him.

 Riveting consequences ensue 
in what proves o be an absorbing 
character study replete with psycho-
logical insights into all involved. It 
also emerges that Catherine is not 
the weak sister Austin and others 
may have taken her for, although not 
Lavinia, a silly creature only Morris 

may take seriously. And he—just how 
reprehensible is he?

 So here we have imposing 
Victorian scenery by Derek McLane, 
apt, appealing costumes by Albert 
Wolsky, and persuasively period 
lighting by David Lander and, on the 
whole, compelling direction by Moises 
Kauffman.  Leon Rothenberg’s sound 
design, mostly echoing hooves from 
the square, makes it’s own atmo-
spheric contribution.

 But what about the acting?  
Jessica Chastain, who has been doing 
nicely in the movies, looks right for 
Catherine, her appearance having 
been suitably toned down for the role.  

But there is something overexplicit 
about her performance, which tends 
to take good things a step or two too 
far. Consider, for instance, her curt-
seys, which very nearly collapse into 
groveling, and her eyes that have a 
way of all but imploding.

 As the good doctor and not so 
good father, David Strathairn does 
everything right, yet fails to achieve 
he weightiness Philip Bosco brought 
to the part in the original produc-
tion., which offered a nothing short 
of unforgettable performance by 
Cherry Jones, to whom everything, 
however strange, came perfectly 
natural.  Particularly disappointing is 

the Morris of Dan Stevens, imported 
from Britain presumably on the 
strength of “Downtown Abbey,” 
but who is neither attractive nor 
charming, but, let’s face it, is a bit of 
a lug. One misses especially Monty 
Clift, so good in the part in the movie 
version.

 The experienced Judith Ivey, however, 
rather overdoes Lavinia’s demeanor, 
but the rest of the cast is pretty much 
on target, including Virginia Cull, 
Caitlin O’Connell, Kieran Campion, 
Molly Camp and Dee Nelson. If you 
can avoid excessive retrospect, and do 
not approach this revival with exorbi-
tant expectations, “The Heiress” should 

provide you with solid, if not gourmet, 
fare.

P.S. Henry James desperately 
tried all along to produce a hit play, 
but couldn’t.  Ironically, some of his 
novels have been successfully adapted 
by others.

Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.

The Walter Kerr Theatre, 219 West 
48th Street, between Broadway & 
8th Avenue, New York, NY 10036. 
Individual tickets, call (212) 239-6200 
or (800) 432-7780. The running time is 
2 hours and 45 minutes, including one 
15-minute intermission.

John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon 
holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount 
Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com

Judith Ivey, Dan Stevens, David 
Strathairn and Jessica Chastain. Jessica Chastain. Jessica Chastain and Dan Stevens. David Strathairn, Jessica Chastain and Dan Stevens.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my 
degrees from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by 
the American Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of 
research and professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiri-
tual well-being of my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative 
relationship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknow-
able. You’ll also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and 
purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADVERT ISEMENT

914.630.1928
By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

ADVERT ISEMENT

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 
Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.
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 EYE ON  THEATRE

By JOHN SIMON
The newly revived 
2,377-performance 
musical, “Annie,” is, 35 
years later, still excep-
tional in two distinctive 

ways.
First of all, rare is the musical in 

which every song is equally effective 
intrinsically, and not just because it 
furthers the plot. The number of such 
shows is calculable on the fingers of 
your hands, without need of enlisting 
your toes. So often at a musical you 
can’t wait for the next presumably 
better song; not so with “Annie;” here 
each one is good enough to linger on.

Then there’s the matter of diversity. 

In far too many musicals all numbers 
sound more or less alike, which makes 
for monotony and boredom. Now, it 
is true that every number in Charles 
Strouse’s music, with pleasurable lyrics 
by Martin Charnin, has a close kinship 
with the rest, but the wonder of it is 
that you wouldn’t wish it otherwise. 
Why is that?

Some of it is because of Strouse’s 
excellent training—he even studied in 
Paris with the great Nadia Boulanger, 
teacher of world-famous classical 
composers and very fussy about 
whom she would take on. He is also 
the composer of such celebrated, 
diverse musicals as “Bye Bye Birdie,” 
“Applause,” “Golden Boy,” and “Rags,” 
among others, and such range counts.

But the homogeneity in “Annie” 
really works because there is some 
sort of ur-musical in Strouse’s mind 
or inner ear, a kind of ideal, archetypal 
composition that lends itself to exqui-
site variations of which we simply 
cannot get too much. You may readily 
recall such numbers as “Maybe,” 
“Tomorrow,” and “Easy Street,” having 
lain dormant in your memory, but 
there are eleven others of equal appeal, 

with not even the reprises eliciting 
anything like a no-not-that-again 
response. You might more easily claim 
that Mozart repeats himself.

And then there is the book, very 
loosely based on the “Little Orphan 
Annie” cartoon, aptly devised by 
Thomas Meehan, one of Broadway’s 
premier librettists. And who wouldn’t 
thrill to the story of Annie, a lovable, 
feisty eleven-year-old orphan; Miss 
Hannigan, the drunken, draconian 
matron of the orphanage; Oliver 
“Daddy” Warbucks, the rampant 
billionaire with the repressed heart 
of gold, who delivers Annie; and half 
a dozen assortedly adorable further 
orphans?

Not to mention such others 
as Grace Farrell, Warbucks’ valiant, 
unflappable secretary; Miss Hannigan’s 
rascally brother, Rooster, and his slat-
ternly girlfriend, Lily, who criminally 
try to impersonate Annie’s deceased 
parents for the reward money; hearty 
President F.D.R. and his starchy 
cabinet; and last but not least, Sandy, 
the lovable stray dog with the sound 

judgment of letting Annie adopt him 
(or her, in this cast a female ).

Let me praise the cast. It features 
the highly appropriate Annie of Lilla 
Crawford, age eleven, adult for her 
years and able to belt out a song with 
the best of them.  It further boasts a 
fabulous Warbucks in the Australian 
actor Anthony Warlow, who even to 
me, having seen several Warbuckses on 
stage, screen and TV, comes across as 

the most varied, incisive, and winning.
You will also like most of the 

others, including the canine Sunny, 
and her briefly glimpsed understudy, 
Casey; Brynn O’Malley, as a rather 
idiosyncratic Grace; and others, a 
possible problem only with Miss 
Hannigan, played by Katie Finneran, 
a critics’ darling whose darlingness has 
always escaped me.

She has never struck me as 

appropriate for the slightly weird 
but ultimately likable roles she has 
played, and does not quite make it for 
me even in a fundamentally unlov-
able part, for which she should be 
eminently suitable. But then, though 
many have tried, no one has been 
quite able to match the late Dorothy 
Loudon, the original and incompa-
rable Miss Hannigan.

“Annie” is even a discreet 
comment on the Depression era 
in which it is situated, and we are 
given F.D.R. and his sundry minis-
ters lightly caricatured, as well as a 
riveting scene in an under-the-bridge 
Hooverville. The sets, encompassing 
locations from the poorest to the 
richest, are expertly conjured by David 
Korins, and revolve beautifully. Susan 
Hilferty’s costumes cope cannily with 
a similarly wide range, although they 
take some embellishing liberties with 
Annie’s outfit; and Donald Holder’s 
lighting, like the dogs savvily picked 
from pounds and trained by William 
Berloni, doesn’t miss a trick. 

It may help if you do not recall the 
fine original choreography by Peter 
Gennaro, which may have prodded 
Andy Blankenbuehler’s current one, 
trying to compete, toward some 
rather less persuasive maneuvers. The 
same goes for James Lapine’s staging, 
which strives too hard to differ from 
Martin Charnin’s original one, and 
even Shirley Templifies Annie’s hair-
style. But these are relatively minor 
matters, scarcely troublesome for 
new or less memorious audiences. 
Cavils be damned: “Annie” still proves 
irrepressible.

“Annie” is playing on Broadway, 
at the Palace Theatre, 1564 Broadway, 
between 46th and 47th Streets, New 
York, NY 10036.

Photos of “Annie” by and courtesy of Joan 
Music.

John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the  Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com  and  Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a  PhD  from  Harvard 
University  in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, 
Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the  JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com

Welcome Back, Annie

Jeremy Davis as Hull, Anthony Warlow as 
Oliver Warbucks, Lilla Crawford as Annie, 
Dennis Stowe as Morganthau, Jane Blass as 

Perkins, Gavin Lodge as Ickes, Merwin Foard 
as F.D.R. and Kevin Quillon as Howe.

Georgi James as Pepper, Lilla Crawford as Annie, 
Emily Rosenfeld as Molly, Junah Jang as Tessie, 

Taylor Richardson as Duffy, Madi Rae DiPietro 
as July, and Tyrah Skye Odoms as Kate.

Katie Finneran as Miss Hannigan.

Lilla Crawford as Annie and Sunny as Sandy.

Katie Finneran as Miss Hannigan, Clarke Thorell as 
Rooster, and J. Elaine Marcos as Lily St. Regis.

Anthony Warlow as Oliver Warbucks and Lilla Crawford.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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GOVERNMENTSection
NEW ROCHELLE, NY—New 
Rochelle City Manager Charles 
Strome III released his proposed 
budget for Fiscal Year 2013 on Friday, 
November 9, 2012. In the midst of 
the prolonged economic recession, the 
budget calls for a real estate tax levy 
increase of 5.57%, requiring an over-
ride of the State tax cap legislation, but 
preserves most of the services the City 
provides.

“Adopting a budget within the tax 
cap legislation produces a $1.5 million 
shortfall that can only be met with the 
type of programmatic and personnel 
cuts that I cannot recommend,” said 

Strome. “In a debilitated economic 
environment, we continue to be 
subject to State-imposed mandates 
for pension, health insurance and 
employee binding arbitration costs that 
are impossible to be funded under the 
parameters of the tax cap legislation.”

Many of the City’s historical 
major revenue sources, such as sales 
taxes, mortgage taxes, building permits 
and State aid, have been negatively 
impacted by economic conditions, 
necessitating greater reliance on the 
local property tax or other revenue 
sources, Strome noted. Under the tax 
cap legislation, the allowable increase 

to property taxes will not even cover 
the $1.75 million cost of State-
imposed pension increases.

“The 5.57% increase to the tax levy 
equates to a tax rate increase of 6.99% 
because our tax base fell by another 
$3.6 million this past year,” added 
Strome. The proposed tax increase for 
the average homeowner is $206, or 
about one percent of the total tax bill.

The budget does not call for any 
employee layoffs but proposes to 
eliminate curbside loose-leaf pickup, 
cut police staffing by two vacant posi-
tions and reduce firefighter manning 
at certain times. All of these reductions 

were recommended in the recently 
issued report by the Citizen’s Panel on 
Sustainable Budgets.

“The City will continue to provide 
our extraordinary level of service to 
our citizens,” Strome concluded. “This 
budget proposes an appropriate blend 
of property tax increases and expen-
diture reductions that will carry us 
through these challenging economic 
times.”

Copies of the proposed budget 
are available in the City Clerk’s office, 
at the New Rochelle Public Library 
and on the City’s website www.newro-
chelleny.com/2013proposedbudget. 

The City Council will conduct budget 
review meetings in November and 
hold a public hearing on December 
4th in advance of the adoption of a tax 
rate in December.

New Rochelle 2013 Proposed Budget Released

EMERGENCY SERVICES

GREENBURGH, NY -- “Con Ed’s 
response to Sandy in Westchester was 
wholly inadequate—a management 
fiasco” said Westchester Assemblyman 
Tom Abinanti (D - 92nd AD) as he 
called for an immediate change in 
ConEd’s management team followed 
by the decertification of ConEd for 
Westchester County.

“In the short run, we need new 
ConEd management who will work 
with local governments to clean up and 
restore power to our communities,” 

stated the Westchester Assemblyman. 
“In the long run, we need to unplug 
ConEdison and replace it with a new 
power provider for Westchester only.”

Abinanti sent a letter to 
Westchester County Executive 
Robert Astorino dated November 9, 
2012, requesting that the County of 
Westchester Public Utility Service 
Agency (COWPUSA) immedi-
ately initiate proceedings before 
the New York State Public Service 
Commission to decertify Con Ed in 

Westchester County. He noted that 
“ConEd’s response to Sandy is just 
another example of ConEd’s long 
term neglect of Westchester’s residents 
and businesses.”

“While we were fortunate to 
escape the devastation in other parts 
of the metropolitan area, we have 
been way behind in power restora-
tion,” stated Abinanti. “ Con Ed’s 
daily reports show that Westchester 
customers, who constitute less than 
10% of Con Ed’s customers, have 

consistently been 40-60% of the total 
remaining outages.”

Abinanti notes that Con Ed’s 
response was “a poor plan, poorly 
executed.” He commended Con 
Ed employees on the street, but said 
“there have been far too few of them.” 
He highlighted Con Ed’s continuing 
failure to coordinate with local govern-
ments who have been far ahead of Con 
Ed in their storm response. He criti-
cized Con Ed’s failure to inform the 
public and meet the public’s needs.

Assemblyman Thomas J. 
Abinanti, Esq. represents the commu-
nities comprising the 92nd Assembly 
District.  

Assemblyman Abinanti Seeks To Unplug ConEd
Asserts ConEd’s Westchester Response A Failure

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY – The 
Rev. Al Sharpton 
has canceled an 
“important” meeting 
originally sched-

uled for Noontime Saturday with 
minority leaders to discuss “the 
future of the New York State 
Senate.”

“Due to the fact that my 
calling for an important meeting of 
leaders to discuss the future of the 
New York State Senate has become 
a media circus, coupled with the 
responsibilities of many leaders in 
dealing with the challenges to their 

constituents posed by Hurricane 
Sandy and this week’s Nor’easter, 
I will be rescheduling Saturday’s 
meeting to a future date,” Sharpton 
said in a statement just released by 
his office.

The meeting will take place a 
week later in private.

Sharpton’s National Action 
Network sent out an email invi-
tation yesterday calling for the 
meeting at Harlem’s famed Sylvia’s 
restaurant and was expected to be 
attended by leading union officials, 
former, current, and prospective 
NYC mayoral and public office 
officials.

Though the meeting announce-
ment and leadership shape-up may 
be premature (as all the votes have 
yet to be counted), Democrats 
appear poised to take control of the 
NYS Senate by one seat.

Insiders have questioned 
Sharpton insinuating himself into 
a potential leadership battle for an 
office he’s not elected to. Sharpton 
responded to those critics.

“When we have this meeting 
we will discuss the importance 
of the State Senate leadership 
reflecting the will of New York 
voters, which means if there 
are a majority of Democratic 
Senators, that leadership should 
be Democratic,” said Sharpton. “ 
I understand the importance of 
this discussion because I was very 

much involved in ensuring the will 
of New York voters was respected 
a few years back, when I counseled 
then Senator Hiram Monserrate 
to remain with the Democratic 
majority.

“My message at that meeting, 
and in private discussions leading 
up to the meeting, will be to honor 
the vote of New Yorkers, and if 
that vote places Democrats in the 
majority, Democrats should have 
the leadership.”

Four years ago, four of the 32 
elected Democrats withheld their 
support for Sen. Malcolm Smith, 
then the Democratic leader. Smith 
eventually won over the support 
of the “Amigos” as a Puerto Rico 
conference by offering them plum 
committee assignments.

This year, the Independent 
Democratic Conference, an effec-
tive coalition of four break-a-way 
Democrats who caucused indepen-
dently since December of 2010, is 
spearheaded by it’s leader Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Westchester / The 
Bronx). The IDC recently declared 
they will not return to unite with 
Senate Democrats should its lead-
ership remain in the hands of its 
minority leader, John Sampson 
(D-Brooklyn), or it’s campaign 
committee chair, Michael Gianaris 
(D-Queens).

Add a new independent 
Democrat, Senator-elect Simcha 
Felder of Brooklyn, into to the mix. 
It’s unclear if Felder will caucus 

Sharpton’s Senate Shape-up
 THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Continued on page 19
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with the IDC.
Klein’s return to the main-

stream democratic conference is 
not far-fetched though. It does 
require burying the bad blood of 

the past, much of what was unnec-
essarily thrown Klein’s way after it’s 
loss of power in the 2010 general 
elections.

“We can move on and work 
together,” said an IDC insider 
close to Klein. “However, it’s best 

to have fresh change.”
If a Sampson leadership tenure 

can’t be salvaged through collabo-
ration with the IDC, some insiders 
close to leadership discussions, 
close to unions, and close insiders 
to Sharpton have confirmed to us 
the names of some notable replace-
ments surfacing on the list.

Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (D-Yonkers) is one, a close 
ally to Sampson and Gianaris. 
Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
(D-Westchester / The Bronx) is the 
other prominent person, and non-
minority, but powerful Senator 
Liz Kreuger (D-NYC) has been 
mentioned as a third.

Senator Sampson’s insiders 
state that he will remain on as 
leader.

Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany 
Correspondent column. Direct 
comments and inquiry to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.

By AYMENN JAWAD 
AL-TAMIMI 

First published in The 
American Spectator.
Amid claims of major 

advances for anti-regime forces in 
Aleppo, news emerged that rebels in 
the city had moved into the Kurdish 
neighborhood of Ashrafiya, which has 
been under the control of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (PYD). Throughout 
the Syrian uprising and subsequent 
civil war, the PYD has maintained 
a policy of neutrality, attacking both 
rebel and regime forces who might 
impinge on their zones of control.

Later, a video emerged on 
YouTube that purported to show rebel 
fighters firing on an anti-rebel demon-
stration in Ashrafiya. These fighters 
were identified as operating under 
the banner of the Free Syrian Army 
(FSA). Clashes between rebels and 
militiamen from the PYD-aligned 
Popular Protection Committees 
(YPD) culminated in the expulsion of 
rebels from Ashrafiya.

While this skirmish can be 
interpreted as signs of escalating Arab-
Kurdish tensions in Syria and a desire 
on the part of Arab rebels to impose 
their will on the Kurds, a report last 
week in Lebanon’s Daily Star purports 
to give a more complex picture.

Citing the PYD’s Foreign 
Relations Committee head -- Zuhat 
Kobani -- and Arab opposition 
sources, it is alleged that at least some 
of the rebels who entered Ashrafiya 
were members of the predominantly 
Kurdish Salaheddin Brigade.

The Salaheddin Brigade gener-
ally consists of strongly anti-PYD 
and anti-PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party) Kurds. Their own backgrounds 
vary: some are members of the Azadi 
(Freedom) party that is part of the 
Kurdish National Council (KNC), 

others are -- in the words of the Daily 
Star report -- “disgruntled former 
PKK members.”

It should be noted that the 
KNC reached a nominal accord 
with the PYD in the summer that 
was mediated by Massoud Barzani, 
who is the president of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) in Iraqi 
Kurdistan.

Yet tensions remain deep, as 
the KNC perceives that the PYD is 
monopolizing control of Kurdish areas 
with its affiliated militias that are by far 
the most powerful among the various 
Kurdish factions in Syria.

Meanwhile, PYD members have 
accused elements of the KNC of being 
stooges for Turkey. As Wladimir van 
Wilgenburg noted in a report for the 
Kurdish outlet Rudaw, these allega-
tions prompted the PYD’s arrest of the 
leader of the Azadi party -- Mustafa 
Jama -- at the end of June, although he 
was later released.

In the context of such tension, it is 
not so implausible that members of the 
Salaheddin Brigade might cooperate 
with Arab rebels. Therefore, what we 
may have here in Ashrafiya is a case of 
intra-Kurdish partisan politics.

Members of the Salaheddin 
Brigade apparently saw their chance 
to dislodge the PYD from its strong-
hold in Aleppo and in an attempt to 
achieve this goal they allegedly collab-
orated with the hardline Arab jihadist 
al-Nusra (according to the Daily Star 
report), whose firepower they believed 
they could exploit to take on the PYD.

However, objections could be 
raised to this account. Specifically, the 
Salaheddin Brigade denies moving 
into Ashrafiya, and the only Kurdish 
sources cited in the Beirut-based 
newspaper’s report are a PYD official 
and a Kurdish analyst based in the 
United States.

In addition, despite the presence 

of Azadi members in the battalion, 
the Salaheddin Brigade does not have 
formal links with any Kurdish parties.

It might also strike the observer 
as an odd calculation on the part of 
members of the Salaheddin Brigade 
that they should work with al-Nusra 
in the apparent expectation that the 
Islamist militants would subsequently 
leave them alone.

On the other hand, perhaps those 
elements of the Salaheddin Brigade 
thought they would have the popular 
support of the Kurdish residents of 
Ashrafiya and as such they could ward 
off any potential threat from al-Nusra.

Whether the Salaheddin Brigade 
was actually involved in this rebel 
move into Ashrafiya cannot be defi-
nitely proven and will require further 
evidence, but in any case, the whole 
affair is a clear propaganda victory for 
the PYD.

The YouTube video of rebels firing 
on Kurdish protesters in Ashrafiya can 
be easily be held up as damning enough 
evidence of rebel unpopularity among 
Kurdish residents, and be used to 
uphold the PYD’s image as protector 
of Syrian Kurds and their neutrality in 
the conflict between regime and rebels.

This perception of the PYD 
among Kurds can now be strength-
ened by news of an attack by rebels 
of the Northern Storm Brigade on 
Kurds (including Yezidis) in villages to 
the north of Aleppo. Since the perpe-
trators of these assaults are almost 
certainly of an Islamist orientation, any 
notion of Salaheddin-Nusra collabo-
ration is only likely to stir up anger on 
the part of ordinary Kurds towards the 
Salaheddin Brigade and by implica-
tion (however tenuous) the KNC.

Further, the PYD has now nego-
tiated a formal truce with the FSA 
to stop the fighting and end the 
Northern Storm Brigade’s attacks on 
Kurds, further enhancing its image 

as protector and representative of 
Kurdish interests in Syria.

In short, the PYD still appears 
to have the upper-hand over its rivals 
for influence among Kurds in Syria, 
and that advantage now seems to 
be reinforced by this recent debacle 
over Ashrafiya. It is probable that the 
PYD’s dominance will continue to be 
the status quo vis-à-vis the Kurdish 
situation in Syria for quite some time, 
mainly owing to its superior militia 
affiliates. The tensions between the 
PYD and other Kurdish factions are 
very much apparent but one should 
not automatically conclude that there 
will be an intra-Kurdish civil war, for 

all groups are undoubtedly mindful 
and wary of the experience in Iraqi 
Kurdistan after the region gained 
autonomy, when thousands died in 
a civil war between the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (the latter backed 
by the PKK). A more likely outcome is 
brinkmanship from time to time, with 
much mediation between factions on 
the part of the KRG.

Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi is a 
Shillman-Ginsburg Fellow at the Middle 
East Forum, and a student at Brasenose 
College, Oxford University. His website is 
http://www.aymennjawad.org.

PUNDICITY: Informed Opinion & Review
Kurdish Rivalries in Syria

INTERNATIONAL

LE G A L  A D S

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

BABY BOY DOE A/K/A BABY BOY PETRUCELLI 

A Child under the Age of Eighteen Years,     Docket No: NN-09496-12 
Alleged to be Neglected by       F.U. No.: 130,489

JANE DOE A/K/A KRISTA PETRUCELLI, 
 Respondent.

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO: JANE DOE A/K/A KRISTA PETRUCELLI

A Petition having been filed in this Court alleging that the above-named child in 
the care of the Westchester County Department of Social Services is a neglected 
child.  

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York, on the 4th day 
of DECEMBER, 2012 at 2:30 p.m. in the afternoon of said day, to answer to the 
neglect Petition.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by 
a lawyer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the 
right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law 
and may, after hearing, find that you neglected you child.  

BY ORDER OF THE COURT

Dated: White Plains, New York   
October 15, 2012                               COURT CLERK

Notice of Formation

Xquisite Coffee Plantation LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 6/11/2012. Off. 
Loc.:Westchester Cnty. SSNY designated as agent of LLC whom process may be 
served SSNY shall mail process to: c/o The LLC, 12 Steven Dr., Unit 10, Ossining, 
NY 10562.Purpose: all lawful activities. Lastest date LLC to dissolve: No specific 
date.

Sharpton’s Senate Shape-up
Continued from page 18
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By BOB K. BOGEN
What an election! 
What a confirmation 
of democracy? And 
this, all in the face of 
fears, that our elections 

have been converted into auctions, 
with all results / offices given to the 
highest bidder.

Surely this is the time for the 
“End Zone dance”. After 50 years 
of celebrating touchdowns in foot-
ball with simply “spiking” down 
the ball in the End Zone and the 
dozens of variations of dances and 
mimes, the army of people have 

beaten the Royalist / Republican 
moneyed storm troopers! This was 
huge! It will be remembered for 
as long as democracy exists. Big 
surprise: Justice rules.

Even locally, against our 
dark fears, money and vicious lies 
have not always won. Against 
expectations that redistricting, 
gerrymandering, and big money 
would insure Nan Hayworth’s 
reelection, she has instead lost to 
Sean Maloney.

The fears that democracy and 
its elections were doomed by the 
formerly Supreme Court Citizens 

United pronouncement promoting 
unlimited and secret, election 
contributions in hundreds of 
millions of dollars for tens of thou-
sands of campaign video ads and 
other actions to mislead voters did 
not determine the election results.

You will probably agree that 
the election has been an extremely, 
absolutely serious concern for our 
courts [certainly including our 
formerly Supreme Court, four 
Justices may retire and be replaced 
by the president], as well as weak-
ening the Tea “Bagger” Party 
strangle-hold policy in our current, 

totally non-functioning Congress, 
etc., plus widespread suppression of 
voters and elections, run as auctions 
[with highest bidders winning], 
corrupting the possibility of repre-
sentative democracy.

Thank God for Todd Akin and 
Richard Murdock! At last we could 
put down our Diogenes lantern 
[no, not my Hurricane Sandy oil 
lantern] when we have been looking 
for an honest Republican man, or 
even two!

The furious tornado of Romney 
and his “men”, one after another, 
attacking and distancing them-
selves from these “truth telling” 
Republican candidates was both 

hilarious and revealing. These two 
spilled the beans on the Republican 
positions in Romney’s and Ryan’s 
earlier speeches, and in the approved 
specifics of the Republican Party 
Platform.

Even more dramatically, the 
public was not conned by the 
revelation of the Romney “47%” 
monarchist private video and the 
growth around the world of the 
“99%” movement that finally blew 
the whistle on the Republican / 
monarchist class warfare they have 
been winning over the 99.9% of 
the nation, particularly in recent 
decades.

Continued on page 21

OP EDSection

OP-ED

THE HEZITORIAL

It Took an Election to Find Diogenes Honest Man

By HEZI ARIS
Last week, it was 
revealed that 
Lawrence A. Porcari, 
Jr., Esq., employed by 
the City of Yonkers 

Law Department as an Associate 
Corporation Counsel, on June 
18,  2012, had addressed the Hon. 
Collen McMahon, United States 
District Judge, Southern District 
of New York on behalf of former 
Yonkers City Councilwoman Sandy 
Annabi with regard to a court case 
alleging her dropping opposition 
to the Ridge Hill Development 
Project allegedly seduced by gifts 
she received from former GOP 
Chair Zehy Jereis. Mr Porcari 
addressed Judge McMahon on offi-
cial City of Yonkers, Department of 
Law stationery. When Yonkersites 
learned of Mr Porcari using official 
stationery they were not only aghast, 
but they demanded he be fired. 

Yonkers Tribune / The Westchester 
Guardian learned Mr. Porcari was 
indeed suspended for 30 days 
without pay. The outcry was of such 
intensity that Mr Porcari is made to 
suffer a public rebuke in a manner 
many people will infer and surmise 
is a balanced response to his lack of 
etiquette. 

Before the facts are out 

and weary of the ConEd crisis, 
Yonkersites have been deflected and 
consumed by the “audacity” [edito-
rial sarcasm] of Mr Porcari’s faux 
pas. Where is Miss Manners when 
you need her?

At issue is the stationery Mr 
Porcari used. No effort or concern 
whether the government has proven 
their case against the two defen-
dants. The bigger issue is whether 
the government proved their case. 
In fact it was Judge McMahon who 
was first to question the veracity 
of the government’s case during a 
break in which the Jury was seques-
tered and incapable of hearing her 
demanding the government prove 
their case.

Perhaps Mr Porcari, among 
others who questioned the process, 
found it fitting and proper to 
address the court on behalf of Ms 
Annabi. In fact, this reporter wrote 
to Judge McMahon on behalf of 
each of the defendants. The prose-
cution brought up many issues that 
were later to be unproven. The pros-
ecution’s facts disintegrated under 
cross-examination. I attended the 
court trial and had hoped Judge 
McMahon would overturn the jury 
verdict because the government 
“proof ” was wanting and incon-
clusive. In Yonkers, issues of proof 
and truth are too easily maligned by 

arm-twisting politicians who lust to 
exact their toll on those they can. 
Mayor Mike Spano willed it and so 
it has come to pass that Mr Porcari 
will lose approximately $10,000 for 
his “misdeed”.

Should one care to follow the 
logic imposed against Mr. Porcari, 
one would need to delve into why 
Mr Porcari cannot solicit the 
empathy of the court using govern-
ment stationery when it is known 
that Mayor Mike Spano beseeched 
the court to be compassionate in 
their ruling over his brother, former 
Senator Nick Spano, which was 
likewise written on official govern-
ment stationery. Does not Amerika 

subscribe to what is good for the 
goose is good for the gander? Were 
America so righteous in its conduct, 
behavior condoned in Yonkers 
would not be so easily appeased.

While ConEd struggled to 
restore electricity to all Yonkersites, 
a gasoline shortage revealed itself. 
Gasoline stations did not have 
power by which to pump fuel. Lines 
of as long as 6 hours formed to 
wait one’s turn to get fuel for elec-
tric generators and to fill gas tanks. 
Tempers flared. Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano declared a 10-gallon 
maximum allowance of fuel per 
fill up. That brilliant effort reduced 
the length of stay at gas stations 

that had electrical power to pump 
fuel and had fuel to pump from 
the 6-hour wait to 3-hours within 
a day’s time and eventually down to 
1-hour as of Friday, November 9, 
2012. But the goose did not suffer 
like the gander.

It seems that Yonkers Police 
Department personnel were 
permitted to fill their gas tank to the 
brim at the taxpayer’s expense; so 
did their wives and girlfriends. The 
“Gasboy” operation was respectively 
conducted at the First and Third 
Precincts.  G_d Bless America!

When will we stand for nothing 
less than transparency, truth, facts, 
clarity, and ethical conduct?  Instead, 
we pontificate while espousing the 
mullarkey knowing that Annabi 
and Jereis are the latest to be sacri-
ficed for the public interest so that 
the “ra ra ra, sis boom bah” teams 
can maintain their T count filling 
their gas tank on the taxpayer’s 
dollar. Bruce Ratner, the Milio 
family, Capelli Enterprises, Joe 
Cotter’s operation, even the Yonkers 
Chamber of Commerce, among so 
many others will remain to fleece 
Yonkers for many days forward. 

Yonkers has become a night-
mare. What are we going to do 
about it?

Canning Mayor Mike Spano a 
month’s salary would be an appro-
priate start. 

Hypocrisy Continues to Reign Supreme in Yonkers 
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OP-ED

Many readers will recall an 
old Greek tale about a philoso-
pher named Diogenes, antagonist 
of Plato and the first cynic, who 
famously went about in broad 
daylight through the Agora market-
place with a lantern looking for the 
proverbial honest man.

So for his many ‘wisdoms’, 
including his various putdowns of 
Plato, Diogenes was called a cynic, 
Greek for a “dog”. And here we 
are, two-and-a-half millennia later, 
cynical voters still looking for an 
honest man.

Even a cynical voter can recog-
nize both Joe Biden and Barack 
Obama as unusually honest men, 
despite their various inabilities. 
Their problems have included 
blocked efforts to add on their 
Democratic administration’s very 
impressive success in foreign and 
domestic policy, including thou-
sands of added non-government 
jobs created, and other efforts to 
build our way out of the historic and 
disastrous eight years of Republican 
governance of catastrophic wars and 
economic garbage heap .

Those were the result of 

intolerably repetitious and old 
Republican philosophy of trickle 
down economics on the 99% of 
Americans that culminated in 
the financial catastrophe of Bush 
2008. And, lest we forget, this 
was in addition to trillions, [that 
is to say, thousands of billions] of 
dollars and thousands of American 
lives, plus uncounted thousands of 
others dead in The Middle East 
and Central Asia, as well as the 
loss of our world reputation as a 
most decent nation, lost in the two 
damned, grotesque Republican wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

This inability to achieve 
what needed to be done included 
the failure to find honesty and 
decency in an abjectly destruc-
tive Republican led Congress. 
Particularly over the last two years, 
the Republican controlled Congress 
had the power and totally blocked 
key efforts, and hundreds of other 
actions, by the Obama administra-
tion to ‘do the nation’s business.’ 
The Republicans abandoned their 
oath of office blindly determined 
to take every contrarian action to 
mount a hypocritical and destruc-
tive Republican Jihad against the 

black president.
Republican denials and soft-

soap self-cleansing attempts in the 
presidential and vice-presidential 
debates were clearly disingenuous, 
or simply dishonest. Down deep 
they sow Sharia, Taliban-style 
laws to punish all those of alterna-
tive religious and ethical beliefs on 
family planning and God knows 
what all else. Biden, also with Ryan, 
a believing Catholic, explained in 
the Vice-Presidential debate that 
he accepted his church’s teaching 
for himself, but would certainly 
not agree to force that position 
upon others with different beliefs 
by law, as Republicans publicly and 
explicitly intended! Election results 
around the nation confirmed that 
regardless of religious identifica-
tion, huge numbers of women were 
dramatically mad and “Not Going 
To Take It Anymore!” Government 
is big enough without coming 
into the bedroom, forcing itself on 
family decisions.

Can any thinking American, 
black or white, vote for candidates 
of a party that, deep down, holds 
such intents, contrary to the earliest 
and highest American beliefs in 
freedom of all religions and other 
ethical belief systems?

Add to that, strike two, in 
the Republican’s vigorous voter 
suppression campaign across the 
nation, which should also eliminate 
any support from citizen-voters 
for them. It seems clear that they 
simply do not believe in democracy, 
in any election they cannot buy.

They struck-out in their third 
attempt against representative 
democracy, in their scorched earth, 
destructive, obstructionism for 
the last several years in Congress. 
It was Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell who announced years 
ago his primary objective, against 
any general public interest, to 
prevent any Congressional action 
that might possibly help President 
Obama. He will go down in 
history in the Un-American Hall 
of Fame with Benedict Arnold, 
the infamous, hanged traitor of the 
American Revolution.

All this, even before consid-
ering all their grotesque substantive 
policy views and actions: Less 
healthcare, dismissing the environ-
ment and global warming; obscene 
and bankrupting wars, reducing 
public education at all levels, and 
one affirmative policy - the housing 
policy, and a tax system suggesting 
their true basic platform is simply 

more billions for billionaires.
You might think after this 

election they might tuck their 
troglodyte slimy tail under their 
backsides and retreat back under 
the rocks from which they slither 
every generation or two. When will 
they learn the old adage attributed 
to Lincoln, the betrayed builder of 
the Republican Party, “You can fool 
some of the people all of the time, 
and even all of the people some of 
the time, but not all, or even most of 
the people all of the time.

The Monarchists are not Far 
Right; they are but Far Wrong.

Bob K. Bogen served as Long-
Range Planning Director for the 
New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission, which ended 
in the South Tower of the World Trade 
Center; Planning Director for the 
New England Regional Commission; 
Comprehensive Planning Director 
for the United Nations Development 
Program in Pakistan; Board 
Chairman of the Communications 
Coordination Committee for the 
United Nations; and Principal 
Representative of Architects / 
Designers / Planners for Social 
Responsibility to the United Nations.

OP-ED

By STEVEN SARSHIK
Despite Party’s Best 
Ostrich Act, Abysmal 
Tenure to Blame for 
Romney’s Defeat, 
Lawyer Says

As the United States prepares to 
inaugurate Barack Obama for a second 
term in office, many Republicans are 
still struggling to understand Gov. 
Mitt Romney’s defeat.

Exit polls on Nov. 6, however, 
indicated that voters blamed former 
President George W. Bush for the 
country’s economic troubles, and most 
believe that Obama’s policies have 
helped the recovery.

Bush was such a poor president 
that conservatives no longer bother 
to defend the previous commander 
in chief, says New York attorney and 
political humorist Steven Sarshik.

“It has become conventional 

wisdom that Bush messed up so badly 
that pundits on both sides tend to gloss 
over the magnitude of his appalling 
legacy,” says Sarshik, author of the 
satirical novel, “The Apology,” (www.
sarshik.com), a fantastical tale that 
begins on the day of Obama’s second 
inauguration, when Bush gets himself 
into a jam in Europe.

“Conservatives won’t go anywhere 
near Bush’s eight years, except to tell 
liberals who blame him for the diffi-
cult recovery to stop living in the 
past. I mean … the guy wasn’t even 
invited to the Republican National 
Convention in Tampa,” Sarshik says. 
“The Democrats mentioned him more 
at their convention.”

Unfortunately, in political debate, 
reviewing Bush’s record has become a 
non-starter, “but that doesn’t mean his 
tenure didn’t happen,” Sarshik says.

He reviews some of the Bush 

policy flubs that directly contributed to 
Romney’s defeat:

• A party of extremists: In 
order to compete with this season’s 
Republican primary candidates and 
satisfy the hordes of Tea Party conser-
vatives, “moderate Mitt” had to take 
a backseat in favor of pedal-to-the-
metal, far-right Romney. The party 
took a dramatic shift to the far right 
as a result of Bush’s expensive, fiscally 
irresponsible policies. After the prima-
ries, “flip-flopper” didn’t seem strong 
enough to describe Romney’s shifting 
stances; his proposed policies became 
“Etch-a-Sketch,” almost to the point 
of being Zen-like, Sarshik says. “Often, 
his answers to questions became 
exceedingly abstract, and I think the 
shifting discouraged independent and 
undecided voters.”

• A clear and simple foreign 
policy narrative: A recent Vanity 

Fair exposé shows that Bush was 
given ample warning of the attacks on 
American soil before Sept. 11, 2001. 
While the 43rd president followed 
up with what still seems to many a 
non-sequitur war in Iraq, Obama 
oversaw the end of that protracted 
campaign and killed the man respon-
sible for 9-11. Romney’s foreign policy 

appeared to be a continuation of Bush’s 
costly approach.

• FEMA and the “heck of a job, 
Brownie” gaffe: “Frankenstorm” 
Sandy hit the Northeast days before 
the Nov. 6 election, which could have 
devastated Obama’s campaign had he 
handled it poorly. Instead, his coopera-
tion with New Jersey Rep. Gov. Chris 
Christie was the perfect example of 
how to handle local and state-level 
emergencies. During debates, in an 
attempt to back up small-government 
rhetoric and explain away Bush’s 
poor handling of Hurricane Katrina 
disaster relief, Romney said the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
should be dismantled in favor of state 
control, and “even better,” be privatized.

Steven Sarshik has been a New York 
City trial lawyer for more than 30 years, 
handling all sorts of politically charged 
cases – much like the fictitious one he 
paints in “The Apology.” He is also the 
author of “Wrongful Death,” a novel 
about an NYC police shooting.

Should Bush Apologize to the GOP? 

It Took an Election to Find Diogenes Honest Man
Continued from page 20

http://www.sarshik.com/
http://www.sarshik.com/
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By ANITA L. STAVER
Late last year when a 
presidential primary 
candidate was asked 
how he was going to 
reach women voters, 

he responded that he was polling 
well with women. Oh, oh. He 
seemed clueless about what most 
women really want. Once again, 
women were being taken for granted 
and once again we could lose – big 
time. And lose, we did. 

Reaching women is not a new 
concept. The importance of our vote 
should be well-known, as women 
have registered and voted at a higher 
rate than men since the 1980. 

One would think every 
campaign would have a proven 
strategy by now. But, while I don’t 
claim to speak for all American 
women, no doubt many of us rolled 
our eyes and sighed or cringed at 
some of the conservative candidates’ 
messaging. We may not relish the 
haranguing and rudeness, but we are 
willing to ignore it if our candidate 
can clearly articulate how their posi-
tions and plans will improve life for 

us and our families. 
Candidates cannot just treat 

women like we matter just to get our 
vote. Women can spot a phony – we 
have experience. They cannot take us 
for granted, or treat us like a bunch 
of airheads who will fall for a good 
line. Instead of telling us what we 
should think, they should pay atten-
tion to not only what they say, but 
also how they live – 24/7/365. 

Developing consistent, conser-
vative messages, and that resonate 
with women of all ages is important. 
But it is just as critical for candidates 
to start living like they believe those 
messages, and start telling us how 
their message is relevant in our lives. 
A convincing message must be clear 
and it must connect with the heart. 

When a candidate says he’s pro-
life, like most Americans, what does 
he mean? Professing a pro-life belief 
is necessary for a conservative candi-
date, but it is not sufficient. How does 
that translate into real life? What 
will he really do about it? Does he 
help single moms? Does he also care 
about the children we already have? 
Will he mow an elderly neighbor’s 
yard or run errands for the sick? Will 

he throw out senseless regulations so 
we can feed the homeless? These are 
pro-life principles, too, that solidifies 
the pro-life message and makes it 
relevant. 

Or consider gun control. Show 
women how to have both freedom 
and safety for their families. Gun 
policy must make sense to women. 
We can empathize with the 12-year-
old girl who followed her mother’s 
instructions to arm herself with a 
gun and shoot an intruder. We can 
identify with needing guns to keep 
our family safe. 

Women are smart enough to 
decide whether to have a gun. We 
don’t want the government telling us 
we cannot have one. After all, crimi-
nals don’t just kill people with guns; 
they use knives, fires, cars and bombs, 
too. Does the candidate also have a 
plan to keep criminals off our streets 
and out of our schools? That is a plan 
women can support. 

And when a candidate claims 
to support traditional family values, 
what does that mean? Will he really 
work to stop the child molesters and 
bring the Jerry Sanduskys of the 
world to justice? Will he commit 

to work against evil people who 
destroy so many families? Will he 
target those who enslave women in 
prostitution? 

A family values mantra is not 
sufficient when the statistics show 
that so many men, even professing 
Christians, are further sickening our 
communities by viewing Internet 
porn. A man who demeans women, 
mistreats his wife, or ignores his kids 
has no real family values Women 
this know. Women talk. A politician 
is free to play golf or watch football 
so long as he also shows that he takes 
his marriage vows seriously. 

We want politicians who 
consider our interests as well as 
his own. While we struggle to 
balance household, family and work 
responsibilities, we have a hard 
time trusting that those we vote for 
will work as hard for us. We have a 
nagging suspicion that too many 
government workers are lollygagging 
around while pretending to be public 
servants. Our suspicion is rein-
forced by the all-too-frequent news 
reports of lavish travel, infidelity and 
prostitutes.

Now, about that elephant in 
the room. For so many conservative 
women, the presidential race was not 
about electing Romney. It was, for 

many of us, an anti-Obama event. 
Romney was like the unwanted 

suitor at our high school prom. We 
danced because we didn’t want to 
turn him down and make a scene. 
Our reluctance was warranted, 
because as we danced, he talked 
about his economic plan. 

Like one of those dolls we had 
as kids: “Hello, my name is Chatty 
Cathy!” Just pull the string to hear 
the same lines over and over.  Ask 
Romney about anything and he 
would say, “Hello, I know how to run 
a business.” 

Many of us would have voted for 
the Grinch if he was the Republican 
nominee. Other women felt them-
selves caught between the devil and 
the deep blue sea, but they were 
unwilling to give up their current 
unhealthy relationship for an uncer-
tain voyage. 

We believed Romney cared 
about the economy, but it was not 
clear if he cared about anything else 
that we care about. He lost us at 
“Hello.”

Anita Staver is an attorney and 
President of Liberty Counsel, www.
LC.org. 

How Conservatives Lost Women Voters

By HENRY J. STERN
The 2012 national 
election had been 
described by both 
parties as a clash of 
competing ideologies; 

the politicians said it would be 
an  Armageddon whose outcome 
would determine America’s course 
for decades.

Like so many political predic-
tions, that one turned out to 
be wrong. The 50% - 48% split 
between candidates Obama and 
Romney did not show a national 
consensus. Although the results 
taken individually were some-
what better for the Democrats, 
the Republicans kept control of 
the House. There was no mandate 
to either expand the safety net 
or to weaken it. Polls showed a 

majority of the population favored 
a lesser role for the government in 
economic affairs, while at the same 
time they voted for Obama, who 
held the opposite view.

This election turned out to be a 
victory for moderation. Candidates 
who ran primaries on the far right 
moved towards the center in the 
general election if for no other 
reason than that is where the 
votes are. However, there was not 
enough time to pirouette twice 
and a few Republicans were caught 
with their snakeskins still molting.

In New York State’s 27 house 
districts (down from 45 in 1950), 
no Member of Congress was 
defeated primarily on ideological 
grounds. There was no significant 
swing in either direction. Turnovers 
resulted from local sentiment and 

the individual strengths and weak-
nesses of candidates, not from 
a switch in public opinion from 
one philosophy to another. As is 
often the case, the same people 
who in polls found fault with their 
legislators nonetheless generally 
re-elected them.

The national parties spent 
billions of dollars in political races 
and ended up in practically the 
same place they began. However 
that does not mean that the money 
was wasted because if the parties 
had not spent it they might have 
incurred substantial losses. The fact 
that the races were so costly, largely 
because of the high cost of media 
time in New York State, does not 
prove that the expenditures were 
unnecessary.

State Senate Democrats were 
helped by an infusion of millions 
of dollars by the teachers union 
in several races, coupled with 
President Obama’s strong showing 

at the top of the ticket.
The first issue that will arise 

after the election is whether to 
call the current New York State 
Legislature back into session 
before January 1st. They want 
substantial pay increases for them-
selves, which would make them 
the highest paid state legisla-
tors in the country. The issue will 
likely be what reforms they will 
begrudgingly enact in order to get 
the Governor to sweeten the pot. 
The choice of leaders will be fasci-
nating; remember what happened 
the last time Senate Democrats 
had a majority, in 2009.

Another factor for Governor 
Cuomo, a presumed candidate for 
President in 2016, is that he does 
not want to be seen as opposing a 
left-leaning state legislature, so he 
will have a compelling reason to 
participate in the choice of lead-
ership, although of course he will 
express disinterest in the matter. 

If he does not weigh in and the 
legislature chooses someone who 
is ideologically at odds with him, 
it will add to his difficulty in 
governing. If a fractious legislature 
makes the Governor appear to be 
out of step with his own party, that 
would not be helpful to his ambi-
tion to be the Leader of the Free 
World.

Again there is a potential 
conflict between the delegates to 
the 2016 Democratic conven-
tion, many of whom will be proud 
socialists, and the overall electorate, 
whose viewpoints are much more 
moderate. This is analogous to the 
tea party situation: militant activ-
ists influencing the party beyond 
their numbers and making it more 
difficult for them to win a broad-
based national election.

Henry J. Stern is the founder and 
president of New York Civic.

Election Renews Stasis
America Has Not Decided In Which Direction To Go
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

WG Nov. 2012

700

50 FREE Solar Systems This Winter - 
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

LEXINGTON 
CAPITAL Associates

914.633.4100
LexCapAssociates.com

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

• 15 Year Fixed-Rate Loans Available
• 30 Year Payout
• Interest-Only Loans Available 
• Fast Closings for Qualified Borrowers

240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801
LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.

Multifamily is our Specialty
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