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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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FeatureSection

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday toFriday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet:  
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel. 
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO

Gov. Cuomo Inspects Construction 
on The New NY Bridge Project 

Albany, November 8, 2013  Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo on Friday, 
November 8, 2013, inspected the start 
of formal construction on the New NY 
Bridge project and toured the construc-
tion site to see firsthand the progress of 
the new bridge to replace the Tappan 
Zee. The tour included a briefing from 
the project’s lead construction officials 
including New NY Bridge Project 
Manager Peter Sanderson, and was 
the first of monthly meetings that the 
Governor will receive moving forward to ensure construc-
tion stays on track. Following today’s examination, the 
Governor announced that the project is on budget and on 

schedule, and has already helped grow 
the local economy by creating nearly 
600 jobs and benefiting 500 companies, 
many of which are located in the Lower 
Hudson Valley. 

“In just two years, after more 
than a decade of delay, the New NY 
Bridge project has aggressively moved 
forward,” Governor Cuomo said. 
“This afternoon, I took a tour of the 
construction to inspect firsthand the 
tremendous progress that has been 

made, and I am pleased to report that I am confident that 
the New NY Bridge project, arguably the most ambitious 

Continued on page 4
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By SHERIF AWAD
In the last article, we 
discovered that one of 
the accusations faced by 
The Pirate Bay’s trio of 
founders was posting 

torrents allowing the download of 
WikiLeaks files and collaborating with 
Julian Assange, the mystical founder 
of The Pirate Bay website. It was 
during the last seven years when the 
Australian-born Assange had become an 
intriguing figure, touring the world, to 
lecture about absolute freedom, and the 
exchange of information across different 
media. Assange’s biography mentions 
he was a computer hacker as a teenager, 
then becoming a software programmer 
before bringing about WikiLeaks in 
2006. Since November 2010, Assange 
has been subject to a European Arrest 
Warrant, a reaction in response to a 
Swedish police request for questioning 
him on an alleged sexual assault investi-
gation. In June 2012, following the final 
dismissal of his appeal against enforce-
ment of the European Arrest Warrant 
by the Supreme Court of the United 
Kingdom. Assange, having jumped bail, 

has been since treated as a fugitive from 
justice by British authorities. Since June 
19, 2012, Assange has been holed-up in 
the Ecuadorian Embassy in London, 
where he has since been granted diplo-
matic asylum by the Ecuadorian regime. 
The British government is intent to 
extradite Assange to Sweden under 
the European Arrest Warrant upon his 
eventual departure from the embassy 
premises, which Assange conjectures 
may result in his subsequent extradition 
to the United States to face charges over 
secret US military leaks.

Before the worldwide notion of 
the term “computer hackers”, film 
introduced us and seemingly predicted 
the existence of those digital “whistle 
blowers”. In 1983, John Badham directed 
WarGames where Matthew Broderick 
played a young computer genius who 
unwittingly accessed a military super-
computer programmed to predict 
nuclear attacks. Nine years later, the 
three legendary actors Robert Redford, 
Ben Kingsley, and Sidney Poitier co-
starred in Sneakers where Redford played 
a student who used his university equip-
ment to redistribute conservative funds 
to various liberal causes back in 1969. 

But when the police burst in, Martin 
goes on the run for decades, changing 
his name and becoming a team leader of 
a group of security experts in the current 
time frame. In 1995, the notion of 

Internet and its growing popularity went 
to inspire two films in a row: Hackers 
starring Angelina Jolie as a student 
who become involved in an extortion 
conspiracy, and The Net starring Sandra 

Bullock as a computer expert chased 
down by assassins who seek a top secret 
floppy disk she possesses.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

infrastructure project the State has under-
taken in decades, will deliver a new bridge 
on budget and on schedule for the tax-
payers and the Lower Hudson Valley 
community.”

The launch of these monthly brief-
ings for the Governor follows the recent 
start of formal construction and last week’s 
announcement that New York State has 
received federal approval on an up to 
$1.6 billion low interest loan through 
the federal government’s Transportation 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act (TIFIA) program, which marked a 
major step forward in the New NY Bridge 
project. On October 16, formal construc-
tion began with installation of the first 
permanent piles that will comprise the 
foundation of the new bridge. 

With formal construction underway, 
these briefings will help ensure that the 
project stays on schedule and will provide 
a regular forum for any issues to be dis-
cussed with the Governor. The bridge 

is scheduled to be completed in just less 
than five years from the start of formal 
construction, making it one of the nation’s 
largest construction projects to be com-
pleted in such a short time.

The project is currently on budget 
and on schedule, and already has a 
positive impact on the local economy. 
The Governor also announced today that 
so far, nearly 600 jobs have been created 
by the project and 500 businesses, includ-
ing contractors, consultants and suppliers, 
have benefited from the project. Of those 
500 firms, 220 are located within 60 
miles of the project and 70 are within a 
15-minute drive. The project is expected 
to create thousands of jobs the duration 
toward completion. duration. 

Construction Timeline 
•  Dredging to prepare for bridge con-

struction ended on November 1, 
2013 and will also take place during 
August, September and October, 
2014. 

•  October 2013: Main span 

permanent pile installation begins 
•  November 2013: Permanent pile 

installation begins for approaches 
•  March 2014: Work begins on 

approach substructure 
•  June 2014: Work begins on main 

span substructure 
•  September 2014: Work begins for 

erection of superstructure 
•  Late 2014 / early 2015: Work begins 

on cable stay installation 
•  Late 2016: Complete north span 
•  December 2016: Relocate west-

bound traffic to new north span 
•  February 2017: Relocate existing 

eastbound traffic to new north span 
•  February 2017: Start demolition of 

existing bridge 
•  Late 2017: Both spans complete 
•  November 2017: Relocate east-

bound traffic from new north span 
to new south span 

•  April 2018: Physical completion of 
project 

•  July 2018: Final acceptance of 

project
Under Governor Cuomo’s leadership 

and with the support of President Barack 
Obama and the federal government, the 
New NY Bridge project has progressed to 
actual construction in just two years, fol-
lowing a decade of delay. Since October 
2011, steps forward include: new design-
build legislation was enacted; concurrent 
environmental review and procurement 
processes were completed; a project labor 
agreement was negotiated with construc-
tion unions; and pre-construction activities 
commenced – all with an unprecedented 
level of transparency and community 
involvement.

Extensive measures will be in place 
throughout the duration of the project to 
protect the environment and to monitor 
the impact of construction on surrounding 
communities.

The bridge is being designed and built 
by Tappan Zee Constructors, LLC (TZC), 
a consortium of some of the world’s 
best-known and most highly-regarded 
design, engineering and construction 
firms, including Fluor, American Bridge, 

Granite, and Traylor Bros., along with key 
design firms HDR, Buckland & Taylor, 
URS, and GZA. TZC is working closely 
on the project with a team of employ-
ees from the New York State Thruway 
Authority and the State Department of 
Transportation.

Plans for a new bridge to replace the 
Tappan Zee were first discussed in 1999, 
and over the next 11 years, $88 million in 
taxpayer dollars was spent, 430 meetings 
were held, 150 concepts were considered – 
but the project did not move forward.

The existing Governor Malcolm 
Wilson Tappan Zee Bridge toll bridge 
opened to traffic in 1955 and is a vital 
artery for residents, commuters, travel-
ers and commercial traffic. Designed to 
carry up to 100,000 vehicles each day, 
daily bridge traffic has grown to about 
138,000 vehicles. In recent years, hundreds 
of millions of dollars have been spent to 
maintain the structure. Heavy traffic and 
lack of emergency shoulders can create 
unsafe driving conditions on the bridge 
and lead to frequent congestion and frus-
tration for motorists.

Gov. Cuomo Inspects Construction on The New NY Bridge Project 
Continued from page 3

Digital Wars Part II: WikiLeaks
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Julian Assange (L) and Director Alex Gibney (R).

Continued on page 5
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Digital Wars Part II: WikiLeaks
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Assange has himself become the 
subject of two recent films. The first is the 
documentary We Steal Secrets: The Story of 
WikiLeaks by Alex Gibney, the Oscar-
winner filmmaker for Taxi to the Dark 
Side (2007). The film retells Assange’s 
story from his early beginnings until 

WikiLeaks was founded only to become 
internationally controversial in 2010 
when it began to publish U.S. military 
and diplomatic documents allegedly 
provided by US Army Private Bradley 
Manning. Through archive photos and 
videos, the documentary psychologically 
analyses both Assange and Manning 
while shedding lights not only onto their 
motives, but also upon the skeletons in 
their closets. Assange is revealed to be 

a vulnerable naïve man who dreams of 
being an idealistic crusader, ignorant of 
having inadvertently opened the gates 
of hell before ever thinking of a manner 
by which to shut it down. Through 
Assange’s chat messages with Private 
Manning, we learn of the troubled and 
conflicted mind of Private Manning 

who sent the leaks during his time of 
service when stationed in Iraq. In other 
words, both Assange and Manning 
could not define, much less balance the 
delicate concepts between secrecy and 
that of transparency.

Although WikiLeaks started as this 
“dropbox” machine that allowed anyone 
to anonymously “leak” secret informa-
tion, it has since become evident that 
WikiLeaks does not guarantee complete 

anonymity because it is still possible for 
professional computer wizards to track 
down the “source” or “the sink” of the 
leaks. Also, many specialists assert that 
making these top secret files among 
others to be divulged has taught terror-
ists to change their conduct and methods 
of operation to sidestep scrutiny and 
thereby place innocent people in harm’s 
way.

Released a couple of weeks ago, 

The Fifth Estate (The film’s title refers to 
Citizen Journalism) is the second film 
depicting Assange. But this time, the 
depiction belongs to the long narrative 
genre as it stars acclaimed British actor 
Benedict Cumberbatch, who success-
fully delivers an uncanny portrayal of 
Assange on the screen. Cumberbatch 
was also acclaimed for his performance 
of a modern-day Sherlock Holmes in a 
British BBC TV series and also again 

this year when he played the villainous 
Khan in the summer sci-fi release Star 
Trek Into Darkness. His two film perfor-
mances could well lead him to an Oscar 
or a Golden Globe nomination next 
year.

Strangely enough, Assange was 
irked by his being portrayed on screen, 
so much so, he emailed Cumberbatch 
to ask him to withdraw from the film 

The “Mediastan” poster.

The documentary “We Steal Secrets”.

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6
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project. Then last September, around one 
month before the worldwide release of 
The Fifth Estate, Wikileaks leaked the 
script of The Fifth Estate, maybe to spoil 
it for the would-be viewers. It even called 
the film “irresponsible, counterproduc-
tive and harmful”. WikiLeaks hasn’t 
stopped its intrusive insinuations so as 
to reveal iWikiLeaks’ pertinence and  
effectiveness; “the good its staff does for 
the world”.  Reaction to The Fifth Estate 
by Assange and his collaborators was to 
finance a documentary called Mediastan, 
made available to be seen or downloaded 
via the Internet for a few dollars a couple 
of weeks ago. The documentary follows 
a small group of journalists travelling 
across the capital cities of the “Stans”, 

the Muslim states of former Soviet 
Central Asia including Afghanistan and 
Turkmenistan, to convince publishers 
of different local newspapers to publish 
the secret US diplomatic cables that 
Private Manning leaked to WikiLeaks 
including files that are relevant to their 
respective and contiguous nations along 
Marco polo’s now ancient Silk Road. 
The “road movie“ takes the viewer on 
the old Silk Road that ran between 
Europe and China, a route that has since 
devolved to a geopolitical battleground 
between East and West. The team-
-including Swedish director Johannes 
Wahlstrom—also enters a Swedish 
military base in northern Afghanistan 
to film a memorable encounter with the 
person in charge of development aid and 

questions her about the reality of her 
role in this military intervention.

After watching We Steal Secrets, 
The Fifth Estate and Mediastan, we are 
certain digital wars will not come to an 
end. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 
in The Netherlands. He also contributes to 
Variety, in the United States, and is the film 
critic of Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.
com/), in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://
www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) 
and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

Benedict Cumberbatch as Julian Assange in “The Fifth Estate”.

Digital Wars Part II: WikiLeaks
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Continued from page 5

CommunitySection
FARM

By HELEN WEISMAN
Stone Barns Center for 
Food and Agriculture is 
a 10-year-old, nonprofit 
organization comprised 
of an 80-acre working 

farm located in Pocantico Hills of 
the Hudson River Valley. The farm is 
actually part of a much bigger property 
that John D. Rockefeller started to put 
together in the late 1890’s. He pur-
chased the land at the present site, 
which extended all the way down to 
the Hudson River. His son, John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr. constructed the buildings 
that are on the farm now in 1930 and 
1931. They were originally built to serve 
as a non-commercial dairy that would 
produce milk and other dairy products 
for the sole use of the Rockefeller 
family and the people who worked for 
them. Built in rustic stone design, styled 
after Normandy France, these beautiful 
buildings still stand, though they have 
since been adapted for different uses 
for the farm. Finally in 2004, John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr.’s son, David Rockefeller, 
inherited the buildings and surrounding 

property. In order to honor the memory 
of his late wife, Peggy Rockefeller, who 
had been a strong advocate for the pres-
ervation of American farmland, David 
Rockefeller, together with his daughter 
Peggy Dulany, established Stone Barns 
Center as we know it today. 

Stone Barns Center (SBC) raises 
a variety of animals for food consump-
tion on 23 acres of pasture and 40 acres 
of woodlands. The animals at SBC live 
humane lives. Pigs root around in the 
forest shade. Most of the animals engage 
in rotational grazing because this creates 
healthy grasses and soils. The Center’s 
sheep, pigs, geese, egg-laying chickens, 
meat for consumption chickens, and 
turkeys all participate in this rotation. 

Included in the range of animals that 
SBC raises is what is known as heritage 
breeds. The heritage breed that most 
caught my eye was the Bourbon Red 
Turkey. These turkeys are the livestock 
equivalent of an ”heirloom” vegetable. An 
historic breed originating in Kentucky 
in the late 1800’s, left behind by modern 
agriculture, they are prized for their rich 
flavor and beautiful plumage. They are 

Idyllic Farm Setting

Harvesting tomatoes. Photo credit: Jordanstudio.com.Continued on page 7

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.jordanstudio.com
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FARM

Idyllic Farm Setting
listed on the American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy List, meaning they account 
for less than 5,000 birds in the U.S. 
today. SBC is raising 280 of them this 
year. SBC members have the first chance 
to purchase their turkeys. This opportu-
nity is later opened up to the public.

SBC grows over 200 varieties 
of produce year-round in 6.5 acres 
of outdoor fields and gardens and a 
22,000-square-foot minimally heated 
greenhouse that has no concrete beneath 
it. What I found most fascinating about 
the produce was the quality you get 
in winter. According to Erica Helms, 
Director of Marketing and Philanthropy, 
“We get great results with the cold, 
because what happens every time there 
is a freeze and frost cycle, sugar builds up 
in the crop. For example, in carrots some 
of the starch starts to covert into sugar. 
Every time there is a freeze and frost 
cycle, the sugar levels are much higher 
than they are in the summer crops. This 
builds in a lot of extra flavor.” However, 
she goes on to point out,  “You have a 
lower yield because you have fewer 
hours of sunlight in winter. Though at 
the same time you’re getting great flavor. 
For instance, you get really super sweet 
spinach.”

Yet, SBC is much more than 
just a farm. It is also a conglomerate 
of mission-based programs. These 
include fostering a catalytic on-farm 
laboratory for sustainable farming 
practices, increasing public awareness 
of healthy, seasonal and sustainable 
food, and training farmers in resilient, 
restorative farming techniques. These 
goals are accomplished through 
the following ways: The Growing 
Farmers’ Initiative, which is SBC’s 
ongoing effort to increase the number 
of sustainable small and mid-size 
farms, especially in the Northeast. 
SBC’s intensive apprenticeships, 
workshops, technical consultancy 
program, National Young Farmers’ 
Conference, and the Virtual Grange, 
(see www.virtualgrange.org) are all 
designed to prepare the next genera-
tion of farmers to create economically 
viable and resilient farm-business 
enterprises. 

SBC also educates children about 
the sources of their food, and prepares 
them to steward the land that provides 
the food. SBC does this by provid-
ing more than 10,000 children a year 

with educational programs that include 
school field trips, day camps in summer, 
and after-school groups. Approximately 
30% of participating children receive 

scholarships based on need. There are 
also job programs for college students. 
All of these programs allow students 
to get their hands dirty while learning 
about many aspects of farming from 
animal care to vegetable gardening. 
There are also professional development 
courses for educators and teachers.

Finally, located in what used to be in 
the days of the dairy farm the cow barn 
is Blue Hill, SBC’s world-renowned, 
award-winning restaurant that honors 
the work of the farmers by bringing the 

field and the pasture to the dining room 
table. Blue Hill purchases approximately 
70/% of what is grown and raised on 
the farm. Blue Hill, at Stone Barns, has 
no menus. Instead, the kitchen creates 
multicourse “farmer’s feasts” modeled 
around the day’s harvest and the diners’ 
needs and tastes. According to Erica 

Helms, “One thing I think about the 
restaurant, that is interesting, is that 
there is a lot of education that happens 
during the dining process. The servers 
will come to your tableside with the 
cooking instrument that your food is 
going to be grilled upon, or has been 
grilled on. Then, they will show you all 
of the ingredients that are going into 
the meal.” The whole dining experience 
takes about 3 or 4 hours.  For this reason, 
there is only one seating per night.

Bourbon Red Turkeys. Photo credit: Jonathan Young.

Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8
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By LUKE HAMILTON
Our stories are changing. 
Wonder and Beauty 
slowly eke from our 
world, unnoticed and 
unmourned. I used to 

think it was a natural cessation from the 
Neverland of youth; a necessary immi-
gration from the immature trappings 
of youthful imagination to the logical 
constraints of a moribund maturity. 
However I’ve found that this is not just 
my perspective, draining of imagination 
and wonder as I age. Our stories, our 
heroes are changing. Our children seem 
less prone to idealism, more immune to 
wonder; and this points to a tidal shift in 
the culture itself.

If you watch or read any contempo-
rary fiction, often the hero of the story 
isn’t very heroic and the villain isn’t all 
that villainous. The hero might still be 
likeable and usually emerges victorious, 
but he’s a flawed and fallible creation, 
spawned by a culture growing terri-
fied of morality. Instead of iron will 
and indomitable moral strength, our 
heroes are “complicated”. They dabble in 
addiction or are lovably lecherous. They 
have perverse sexual appetites or find 
themselves drawn to the “dark side” of 
humanity. Most often, they are weak and 
conflicted instead of strong and stead-
fast, as in times past.

Conversely, most villains are no 
longer depictions of the evil which 

exists in the dark recesses of our human 
capacity. They are usually more likeable 
than their whiny counterparts. Their 
immorality is mitigated by their snappy 
dialogue or the glimmers of morality 
we glimpse behind the unscrupulous 
behavior. Take Stannis Baratheon vs. 
Tyrion Lannister from Game of Thrones. 
Stannis’s draconian morality is upstaged 
by Tyrion’s charming debauchery. The 
author shows us that Stannis’s moral 
certitude was just a mask covering 
his unabashed lust. We find ourselves 
rooting for the immoral character 
because the author puts him in better 
packaging, causing us to question our 
own moral foundation. After all, we 
don’t want to be like Stannis, do we? The 
Imp is so much more fun…

If any character does demonstrate 
unbending moral fiber, he or she is 
usually the punch line, later in the story. 
Case in-point, Homer Wells in John 
Irving’s Cider House Rules. The book 
received hefty acclaim, with the film 
taking home 2 Oscars. In it, Homer is 
a pro-life orphan who sees the world 
through a morally-absolute perspec-
tive and speaks out against the horror 
of abortion, which he observes while 
assisting the orphanage’s doctor in his 
medical duties. As the story progresses, 
the author forces Homer to realize his 
“foolishness” through a series of con-
trived circumstances which ostensibly 
demonstrate that absolute morality is 
only for the naïve or sheltered and that 
his moral certitude should be tempered 

with a healthy dose of relativism.
What is happening here? Are we 

all just growing up and seeing the world 
more clearly through progressively 
mature eyes? Are we finally throwing 
off the chains of Victorian morality and 
embracing the hedonism seeded in the 
60’s and 70’s? It is my contention that the 
forces at work in this world have decided 
to attack the concept of heroism itself. 
We have an enemy which seeks to sow 
confusion and despair whenever possible 
and the elimination of a hero accom-
plishes both. Much as the figure of the 
father is under assault in the social arena, 
the hero is a target in the realm of enter-
tainment. Both objectives accomplish 
the same task: a mournful, truncated 
existence, spent wandering through a 
maze of moral confusion. If we have no 
heroes, then we have no higher plateau 
of achievement and accountability for 
which to strive.

To combat this phenomenon, it is 
important to hold tight to our heroes, 
cementing them in our minds. For me, 
that honor belongs to two groups – 
the hero of the Christian faith and the 
American soldier. Both are ready to 
pay the ultimate price for that which 
matters the most. Both are comprised 
of fallen, faulty mankind, but also share 
the purity of intention to give their life 
for another; the soldier for his brother 
beside him and his countrymen at home, 
the Christian martyr for his Savior who 
first shed His blood for all.

Not all of us are cut from the cloth 
of a hero, but we too serve an impor-
tant purpose. A hero lives on in the 
stories told by generations following. 
This Veterans Day, let us take the time 
to remember and teach about a hero. 
Not the conflicted and worldly type of 
heroes so prevalent today, but the type 
who lives up to the billing and inspires 
all who hear their tale.

“Not all of us can perform the 
deeds of heroes of the faith.  But we can 
admire, love, and rejoice in them.  We 
can battle unceasingly against the guile 
of oblivion that threatens the life of the 
hero.  Mirrored in the love of the admirer, 
the deeds of the hero will appear even 
more beautiful than they were in reality.  
The admirer makes of the hero, who was 
also only human, a legend.” – Richard 
Wurmbrandt, Victorious Faith

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-
wing, Christian constitutionalist.  When 
not penning columns for ClashDaily.
com, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands of 
liberty-starved citizens from the progres-
sive gulags of Illinois to [relative] freedom.  
Hamilton is the creative mind/voice behind 
Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com.  He owes all 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his weakness.

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

Greens growing under protective hoops. Big pig. Photo credit: Nicole Franzen.

Stone Barns Center is located 
at 630 Bedford Road, Pocantico 
Hills, New York. The Center can be 
reached by telephone at 914-366-
6200 or contacted by way of their 
website:  www.stonebarnscenter.
org. Stone Barns Center is open to 
the public year-round, Wednesday 
through Sunday, from 10am to 5pm.

Helen Weisman is a freelance science jour-
nalist living in New York City. She has 
taught writing at The City University of 
New York.

Continued from page 7

Idyllic Farm Setting

HEROES

The Disappearance of Heroes – Perception or Reality?

http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.stonebarnscenter.org
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Celebrate The Holidays at Ciao! 
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com

MUSIC

On this volume three edition of the 
Garcia Live edition series finds Garcia 
and his cohorts romping through back 
to back concerts in Oregon under their 
Legion of Mary moniker, a short lived 
collaboration with Garcia’s guitar and 
vocals, Merl Saunders’ various keyboards 
and vocals, the rhythm section of John 
Kahn’s bass and Ron Tutt’s drumming, 
with multi reed sax and flutist Martin 
Fierro. One set on one disc, and two discs 
from two sets on the second evening. 
The only original tune “Wondering 
Why” authored by Saunders is one of 
three tunes that Saunders sings on. Only 
one track is repeated “The Night They 
Drove Old Dixie Down.”

The first night opens with Stevie 
Wonder’s “Boogie On Reggae Woman” 
with Saunders vocal, even though it 
goes on for over eighteen minutes it 
seems like the band was trying to find 
their jamming footing. Next up is a slow 
tempo cover of the Band’s “The Night 
They Drove Old Dixie Down” that has 
me wondering if this set was going 
to be a sleeper. But on Eddie Harris’ 
“Freedom Jazz Dance” the band coagu-
lates and fascinating interplay ensues. 
Garcia’s train-whistle like guitar lines 
on “Mystery Train” captured my atten-
tion as the band sets sail and begins to 
wail. The night closes with soulful and 
swinging “How Sweet It Is (To Be 
Loved by You)” that brings the house 
down.

The second gig opens (again with 
Saunders on vocals) on Randy Newman’s 
“You Can Leave Your Hat On” for 
nearly seventeen funk-filled minutes 
courtesy of Kahn’s bass and Saunders 
clavinet. Fierro unplugs his wah-wah rig 
and sounds full bodied with his fat tone 
on tenor sax and impresses with a heady 
solo. The interplay is jazzy as all of the 
musicians listen to each-other well and 
conjure up an exploratory jam especially 
when Garcia joins in and explores with 
his creative solos, Saunders keyboard 
work is also tasteful, making this an 
interesting opening tune that promises 
a special evening of music. The bluesy 
“Neighbor, Neighbor” digs deep with 
Garcia on vocals, Kahn’s bass plows 
hard, Tutt pounds the skins, Garcia hits 

on the Dead’s “One Way or Another- 
New Speedway Boogie” chords that are 
also reminiscent from Howlin’ Wolf ’s 
“Smokestack Lightning,” a song that 
Pigpen and the Dead also covered. 
Inexplicitly the first set closes with 
another sleepy version of “The Night 
They Drove Old Dixie Down.”

The second set starts with the 
Byrds “It’s No Use” vastly rearranged 
similarly like Chuck Willis’ blues tune 
“It’s Too Late,” which was made more 
famous by Derek & the Dominos. No 
matter this blues opener sets a solid tone 
of what was yet to come. Dramatically 
Donny Hathaway’s jazzy “Valdez In 
the Country” is next where Fierro’s 
sax is up first and he’s on-mark, Kahn 
again encourages with his bass-lines, 
then Garcia leaps with more non-Dead 
related jazz-tinged guitar solos, 
Saunders also contributes sweetly on 
keys making it a smart selection to cover 
that’s performed masterfully as one 
my favorite selections from this entire 
recording. Motown time with Smokey 
Robinson’s “I Second That Emotion” 
with Garcia’s soulful vocal, as the band 
simmers for nearly fifteen minutes with 
Kahn plucking unusual yet affirming 
bass-notes for Garcia to take flight over, 
Saunders is also exemplary assisting. 
Fierro also rolls though I prefer when he 
plays without additional amplification 
effects. Saunders’ “Wondering Why” 
marathon clocks in at nearly twenty-
five minutes, Saunders talk-sings on his 
pretty ballad with Fierro’s flute adding to 
the allure, Garcia also fascinates with a 
gorgeous intro solo, followed by Fierro, 
the pace quickens when Saunders strolls 
on electric piano with Tutt swinging in 
the pocket and Kahn’s walking bass. In 
case you’re (wondering why) this song 
is performed, the band segues into a 
sweet (and un-credited) “People Make 
the World Go Round” recorded by 
Philadelphia’s Stylistic authored by the 
songwriting team of Thom Bell and 
Linda Creed, it’s performed instrumen-
tally in glorious fashion that ends this 
lengthy track. There’s another excursion 
to Motown on Holland-Dozier and 
Holland’s “(I’m A) Road Runner” that 
was made immensely famous by Junior 

Walker and the All-Stars, finds a vocally 
charged Garcia and an equally fired-up 
Jerry on guitar. Saunders also drives 
hard on B3, though Fierro’s gimmicky 
electronic sax bugs me, as Garcia and 
company mightily bring the curtain 
down with one more burning guitar solo 
from Jerry who thanks the crowd and 
tells everyone “we’ll see you all later on.”

Other than the twice performed 
“The Night They Drove Old Dixie 
Down” all other tunes weigh in at ten 
minutes plus, so this Legion enjoyed 
stretching out which is  all-good by me 
for breaking out the jams. Motown gets 
a lot of cover attention (Stevie Wonder, 
Smokey Robinson and Holland-
Dozier-Holland twice,) and proves 
that The Legion of Mary was not an 
extension of the Grateful Dead. Merl 
Saunders’ vocals may not impress, but I 
thankfully hold him directly responsible 
for bringing out another facet of Garcia’s 
guitar playing, exposing him to true 
American Soul, Funk, Blues and Jazz 
with a touch of Rock and Roll. I’ve been 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

Garcia Live Volume Three The Legion of Mary 
December 14-15, 1974 Northwest Tour
ATO Records www.JerryGarcia.com

Continued on page 10
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told that Garcia was like a sponge that 
enjoyed soaking up all kinds of music, a 
lot of that is exposed here and we should 
be “grateful” for it as it’s a somewhat lost 

chapter in Garcia’s legacy. Jerry seemingly 
was always searching for new sounds 
and musical experiences, for me Garcia 
and The Legion of Mary band was the 
door-opener that unfortunately didn’t 
last long enough. Before considering the 

countless Grateful Dead live recordings 
of Dick’s Picks, Road Trips, Pure Jerry 
and Dave’s Picks material, checkout 
this edition of the Legion of Mary as a 
very welcome installment of the history 
of Jerry Garcia. ATO Records: Do you 

have more Legion of Mary concerts 
planned for the future?  I hope so!

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com. Now celebrating 13 + years on the 
air at WFDU - http://wfdu.fm , 24x7 
On Demand Radio: http://wfdu.stream-
rewind.com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s 

Sounds of Blue is the most pledged to program 
for 5 consecutive years. Senior Contributing 
Editor to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com 
, http://WestchesterGuardian.com, and 
http://YonkersTribune.com.

The Sounds of Blue — Garcia Live Volume Three The Legion of Mary
Continued from page 9

There is No Such Thing as an “Abortion Doctor”
PRO-CHOICE v PRO-LIFE

By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
The abortion movement 
is trying to thwart crisis 
pregnancy centers by 
forcing them to announce 

that they don’t have doctors on site. 
Crisis pregnancy centers are staffed by 
mainly volunteers who assist women 
with adoption options, food stamps, 

cribs, strollers, baby formula, diapers, 
clothes, etc. as alternatives to abortion. 
Since they draw women and money 
away from abortion clinics, the abortion 
industry wants to close the CPC’s down. 
The abortion movement in New York 
City, led by Planned Parenthood and 
NARAL Pro-Choice America, pushed 
for passage of Intro Bill #371, which 
would require CPC’s to announce in 
their ads that they do not have medical 
staff and don’t do abortions. New York 
City is being used as a testing ground, 
and if the abortion movement is suc-
cessful, similar laws will be proposed 
through the country, including 

Westchester County. Expectant Mother 
Care, founded by Chris Slattery, is one 
of the CPC’s in New York City that 
would be affected by the forced speech 
law, and they see over 200 women a year 
from Westchester in their Bronx centers.

But we need to realize that abortion 
clinics don’t have medical staff either. 
Abortion is not medicine. Medicine 

saves lives; cures illness; wipes diseases 
right off the planet; inoculates millions 
of children; reattaches severed limbs; 
transplants organs; creates artificial 
hearts and sometimes brings the dead 
back to life. Abortionists do none of 
this. They kill children all day and dump 
the broken corpses in the garbage or 
flush them down the toilet. It would be 
wrong to call this medical malpractice; 
it is not medicine at all. Abortionists 
are not doctors. They are not nurses. It 
is insulting to true doctors and nurses to 
include child killers in the medical field. 
So I propose an amendment to the pro-
choice law: abortion clinics must print 

in their ads: “Our Abortions are Not 
Performed by Doctors.”

The word doctor is defined by the 
dictionary as: “a person licensed to 
practice medicine.” Medicine is defined 
as: “the art or science of restoring or 
preserving health.” Not only is homicide 
not mentioned, it directly contradicts the 
definition. Medical malpractice is this: 

you’re a doctor, you’re drunk and you 
perform a tonsillectomy. Deliberately 
killing a child by ripping off its limbs is 
abuse on another dimension. “Abortion 
doctor” is a contradiction in terms. 
One-time abortionist Dr. Anthony 
Levantino has a special term for his 
former colleagues: “I began to feel like a 
paid assassin [when I did abortions],” he 
said. “That’s exactly what I was.”

The Hippocratic Oath forbids 
doctors from performing prenatal 
homicide or euthanasia and has been 
sworn by graduating medical students 
for 3,000 years. Today, American medical 
schools don’t require the original Oath. 

The only other time in modern history 
this has happened was in Nazi Germany. 
The Nazi Holocaust would not have 
happened were it not for its corrupt 
medical community. Years before Hitler 
took power, Nazi psychiatrists ordered 
roughly 30,000 mental patients to be 
killed. The “medical” killers employing 
the notorious deception of passing out 
towels and bars of soap to the victims and 
leading them into fake showers, where 
they were murdered with Zyklon-B pes-

ticide gas. The bodies were incinerated in 
the hospitals. Some of the very machines 
used in the death camps had been in the 
hospitals before being dismantled and 
shipped to the camps. It is interesting 
to note that the only real resistance to 
the Nazi’s murderous medicine was the 
Catholic Church, which leads the fight 
today against the nine-month pro-
choice-to-kill movement.

Many abortionists cannot conceal 
from themselves the reality that child-
killing is not medicine, and that it is a 
moral crime. In Mark Crutcher’s book, 
“Lime 5”, an abortion clinic nurse 

reports, “I have fetus dreams, we all do 
here: dreams of abortions one after the 
other; of buckets of blood splashed on 
the walls; trees full of crawling fetuses.” 
A New York abortionist writes in “Lime 
5”, “On some mornings I leave my office, 
and if I turn right I go down the hallway 
to the [abortion facility] and terminate 
[kill babies]. I am a destroyer of preg-
nancies. If I turn left down the same 
hallway, I go toward the nursery and the 
labor and delivery unit and take care of 

the myriad of complications in women 
who are in the throes of problem preg-
nancies – and I do things to help them 
hold on. It’s all so schizophrenic. I have 
a kind of split personality.”

Dr. Beverly McMillan opened the largest 
abortion clinic in Mississippi, but now 
supports unborn human rights and believes 
the nine-month pro-choice holocaust abuses 
women. In the award-winning, must-see 
film, “Eclipse of Reason”, she says of medical 
personnel, “We have gone into a noble pro-
fession for healing, and we lose sight of 
what we were called to do when we get into 
the killing business.”

“If the physician presumes to take into consideration… whether a life has value or not, the consequences are 
boundless and the physician becomes the most dangerous man in the state.”

Dr. Christoph Hufeland (1762-1836)

RAGE

R-A-G-E: The Parson’s Four Step Anti-Bullying Campaign
By JOHN J. KIRKWOOD
My first experience with 
a bully came in the fourth 
grade and I handled it 
like most children do – I 
ran away! Luckily, father 

did know best and when mine saw me 

hoofing it from a group of boys one day, 
he met me at the front door. Dad didn’t 
confront me straight on but he asked me 
why I was wearing my gym shoes and 
not my dress shoes. I had been changing 
my shoes so that I didn’t slip when I ran 
across the schoolyard for the past 3 days 
and my father, watching out the window, 

had finally noticed. I couldn’t answer 
him and just started to cry. He already 
knew anyway. After a few questions, he 
took me downstairs.

“Son, I’m going to teach you a few 
things and after this lesson, you will 
never run away again, so listen close.”

My older brothers were legendary 

for their capacity to throw down so he 
had my undivided attention. It only took 
one lesson. Here’s what it was.

Pops showed me four punches – a 
jab, an overhand right, a left uppercut 
and a cross. We worked on this for 
half an hour or so even to the point of 
throwing combinations and then we 

stopped. He told me that I didn’t have to 
win; I just had to make a demonstration, 
a very public demonstration. He told 
me that most bullies don’t expect their 
prey to fight back, that’s the main reason 
that I was chosen. He also said that kids 
at my age don’t usually throw punches, 
they push and pull and try to wrestle. 
“You’re not going to bother with that. 
When it comes, swing and don’t stop 

Continued on page 11
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until someone pulls you off. If you land a 
punch or two, don’t slow down to admire 
your work.” Then dad prepared my mind.

“Son, first of all I want to talk to you 
about pain. When you’re in the middle 
of a fight, you don’t feel it much. It’s true 
you may feel some later on but not in the 
moment. Don’t worry about pain; just 
concentrate on what you’ve been taught. 
And from this moment to the time the 
fight comes I want you to think, ‘Steve 
(the bully) is between me and happiness. 
Steve is between me and happiness.’ Say 
it over and over. And one more thing, 
don’t worry about when it comes, it’s 
even better if you do it in school, in the 
hall or the classroom. If things go wrong, 
a teacher will be near to break it up and 
you’ll have sent a message that will be 
remembered by everyone in the school.”

“But won’t I get in trouble, Dad?”
“Yes, but not from me; I will stand by 

you the whole way so don’t worry about 
teachers or principals or hall monitors – 
jab, overhand right, left uppercut, right 
cross. ‘Steve is between me and happi-
ness.’ Now you say it.”

“Steve is between me and 
happiness.”

“Again, say it again.”
I went to bed that night more than 

a bit anxious but it was the first time 
in the last 3 nights that I wasn’t com-
pletely occupied with fear of the bully. 
“Steve is between me and happiness.” 
Jab, overhand right, left uppercut, right 
cross! Don’t worry about pain or teachers 
or principals. Dad’s got my back.

When I left for school that day, my 
father told me that it was okay to wear 
my gym shoes, “Not to run but to have 
good footing.” The last thing he told me 
was not to run from the bully or the 
teacher, but to tell the principal that your 
father told you to do this. Then he shook 
my hand and told me he was proud of 
me.

Now my father was pastor of a local 
church in Streamwood Illinois and on 
Tuesday afternoons he taught a women’s 
Bible study at the church, which is 
adjacent to the schoolyard. He ended 
early that day, not telling the ladies 
where he was going but as I walked 
home I saw the little blue Volkswagen 
Beetle parked on the street. I had an 
audience – my mom and dad.

Steve didn’t disappoint and his 
entourage and a group of oglers started 

towards me. He yelled and probably 
expected me to run. I didn’t. I turned 
around. He got in my face and asked me 
if I wanted to fight. As he went to shove 
me, just like dad told me he would, I did 
what I was told. There was an audible 
gasp from the crowd and after 3 out of 
my first 5 punches landed, I stopped to 
admire my work, surprised that it had 
worked so well. Then I remembered 
what dad said. Steve, now bleeding from 
the nose, charged and I landed a blow 
that knocked him down and then I got 
on top of him. He covered his face and 
I pounded it and didn’t stop. I think I 
heard cheers but in the moment it was 
hard to tell. Then I heard the crowd yell, 
“Teacher! The teach is coming!”

The crowd scattered and not 
thinking I ran to the car like I had just 
robbed a bank. Dad let me in and took 
me to celebrate at my favorite restaurant, 
Jo-Jo’s. We even sat by the fireplace. I 
ordered a B-L-T and dad and mom both 
praised my effort. This was the first time 
in my life I had accomplished something 
great. Dad told me that I had done Steve 
a favor and he may become a better man 
for this lesson and maybe even a friend. 
Then he said I should have waited for 
the teacher and paid the consequences, 
but that he understood why I ran and it 
all could be sorted out tomorrow.

I remember the principal’s shock 
when my father was called to the school, 
told what happened and responded, “Oh, 
I know, I’m the one who told him to do 
it.” Dad had an opportunity to explain to 
the principal the Biblical foundation for 
self-defense and well, let’s just say; they 
agreed to disagree over the doctrine of 
the balled-up fist.

No one messed with me after 
that and I felt I had finally earned the 
Kirkwood name but the story doesn’t 
end there, though I wish it had.

One day coming home from school 
in the middle of winter, dad was looking 
out his study window and saw me grab 
a hat off of another kid and throw it in 
the snow. I came into the house and he 
looked down from the top of the stairs 
with his business face. I looked up, 
knowing that he knew. He didn’t have 
to say much that the look of deep dis-
appointment on his face hadn’t already 
told me.

“It looks like you’ve grown too big 
for your britches. Have you become the 
bully that I taught you to overcome?”

This was a much harder lesson 
to learn about bullying. It only took 
one lesson. I apologized to the kid the 
next day and later when talking to my 
father, he told me the responsibility I 
had to others and to the family name. 
A Kirkwood doesn’t bully and doesn’t 
stand for bullying – not of himself and 
not of anyone around him.

It wasn’t until seventh grade that 
I had to deal physically with another 
bully; this time on behalf of someone 
else. Here’s the interesting twist.

When I was in the fifth grade there 
was a sixth grader on my bus who was 
heavy. Even the little kids would tease 
John about his weight and kids are the 
cruelest animal. John never responded. 
I felt for him and when I was around I 
would intercede.

John went on to junior high the 
next year so I didn’t see him again until 
I was in the seventh grade and he was 
in the eighth. A lot had changed since 
he was the object of ridicule a couple of 
years ago. John had grown taller, studied 
martial arts and now was the toughest 
kid in the school. So tough, even most of 
the high school kids feared him.

He had grown in confidence as well. 
I didn’t even know if John remembered 
me, but I would nod to him in the hall 
and he seemed to acknowledge me by 
raising his head a bit.

One day while walking with my 

friend Demetrius, a couple of eighth 
graders started to shove my portly 
friend around and call him names. They 
“scored” his books and as he was picking 
them up, I stepped in and told the two 
to knock it off. I guess I hadn’t gotten 
the memo on how a seventh grader is 
supposed to act in Jr. High and my def-
erence level was apparently not up to 
snuff so one of them walked toward me 
and as soon as he was within range my 
right hand crushed his nose.

Now, I’ve only had two fights in my 
life that ended after one punch but this 
one landed perfectly and split his nose 
so bad that there was blood everywhere 
instantly. Every time his heart beat 
there would be a new spray of blood 
that rained in the hall. It covered my 
new gym shoes, he covered his broken 
nose and both eighth graders ran to the 
nurse’s office.

Demetrius and I went to the whole 
school assembly that was being held 
in the cafeteria. By now the word had 
spread and some of my classmates were 
high fiving me as we made our way to 
our seats.

Then, over the intercom came the 
voice of the vice principal, “Would John 
Kirkwood please come down to the 
Principal’s Office. John Kirkwood … 
now!”

I stood up and looked back at 
Demetrius. He smiled and then the 
room erupted in applause; at least the 
seventh grade side of the room. A couple 

of periods after my stay with the princi-
pal, word came to me that I was going to 
be the target of a number of eighth grade 
ruffians that were friends with broken 
nose. I went from elated to deflated and 
more than a bit scared because a number 
of them had threatened me in the hall. It 
was to go down after school.

I sweat it out for a couple periods 
weighing my options. I was a Kirkwood 
so running was out of the question. I 
thought of calling my brothers but on 
what phone?

Then I thought of John Frycek, 
the fat kid from sixth grade who I had 
defended on the bus two years ago and 
who was now the reigning heavyweight 
champion of bad hombres at Emerson 
Junior High.

When I approached John at his 
locker I was speechless. I wasn’t even 
sure if he would remember me and I 
wasn’t good at asking for help. He saw 
me standing there and he said something 
like, “You did good kid.” Whimpering, 
all I could get out was, “John, I’m in 
trouble.”

John knew I wasn’t talking about 
the principal. He shook his head and 
said, “I know. Meet me here after school. 
We’ll take care of it.”

Again, I was speechless but fear had 
completely melted away. John Frycek 
was in my corner. Now I couldn’t wait 
for school to end. This was like bringing 
Elvis for show and tell. What was 

R-A-G-E: The Parson’s Four Step Anti-Bullying Campaign
Continued from page 10
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better, the thought of the faces on the 
guys waiting to jump me when they 
saw who was with me or the fact that 
John Frycek not only remembered me 
but had acknowledged my work and 
offered to walk out with me. “I’m your 
huckleberry!”

We walked outside and everyone 
in the school was waiting. This would 
be the closest to the paparazzi and the 
red carpet that I would ever approach. 
Around the corner would be the eighth 
graders, we could hear them whooping 

it up. We rounded the corner and things 
got quiet. It was almost like the rumble 
scene from The Outsiders.

John got close and made sure that 
everyone could hear him but he wasn’t 
going to talk much. He knew who to go 
after. The guy leading the whole thing 
who aside from John Frycek was the 
baddest guy in the eighth grade was the 
target and John gave him a taste of his 
displeasure and smacked him in the ear 
with an anvil punch and throttled his 
neck.

I actually thought that I’d be fighting 
too but no one dared do anything with 

John there. The tough crowd became the 
scared onlookers and guy after guy who 
had threatened me in the halls slipped 
back into the crowd.

John humiliated the alpha bully, had 
him broken to his knees and was con-
versing while choking him. All the guy 
could get out was, “I’m sorry John, I’m 
sorry John … It’s not about you, man.”

That’s when John said that it was all 
about him, that I was his brother and a 
threat against me was a threat against 
him. And then it was over. I think the 
teachers were even too intimidated to 
break it up. I cannot recall this story 

without tearing up.
John and I didn’t talk much after 

that, I was a seventh grader and he 
was a god. I didn’t see him again until 
his band played The Who’s anthem 
Who Are You at a school assembly in 
high school. I talked to him for the 
first time in over 30 years when I called 
him for permission to tell this story. 
The great part about it is that he didn’t 
remember it. I wasn’t surprised to find 
out what he does for a living though, 
John is the owner of Special Solutions 
and Total Security. He is one of the 
nation’s leading authorities on personal 
protection, security training, executive 
protection and physical design security. 

Call him if you need a bodyguard or a 
private investigator.

So here is what I’ve learned over 
the years about handling bullies from 
my brothers, my father, John Frycek and 
the bullies. And I’m grateful to them all 
and dad was right, I even made friends 
with some of them after we “settled” 
things. The best anti-bullying campaign 
is R-A-G-E! And it stands for:

Readiness – You must be prepared 
to the best of your ability to defend 
yourself. This is half the deterrent already 
because bullies prey on the weak and the 
vulnerable. They look for an easy mark so 
don’t become one. Relying on a teacher, 
a principal 

R-A-G-E: The Parson’s Four Step Anti-Bullying Campaign
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REHABILITATION

Mt. Kisco Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Council Gets Offenders 
Treatment Before Their Behavior Becomes Permanent

By RICH MONETTI
The onset of the crack 
epidemic in the early 
80s led political, health, 
and school leaders in 
Mt. Kisco to begin the 

Mt Kisco Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Prevention Council. But it was the arrest 
and subsequent “slap on the wrist“ of a 
council member’s child that focused the 
organization on using those opportuni-
ties to prevent problematic behavior of 
this type to become permanent.

“It was very unsettling,” says Melvin 
Berger, the council’s president of the 
court’s decision.

Running parallel to this, as a local 
pharmacist, Berger always had a curi-
osity as to what happened to users he 
turned into police when they tried to 
pass forged prescriptions. “So I decided 
I would go to court to take a look at it,” 
shared Berger.

He saw the same sort of thing and 
brought back the reinforcement to the 
council. “This is the way it is – maybe 
we should do something that has a little 
more importance,” he remembers telling 
fellow members.

As the ideas percolated about how 
to proceed, Berger continued to attend 
court in Mt. Kisco and introduced 
himself to judge Henry Kensing with his 
concerns and intentions for change. “He 
was very, very interested,” says Berger.

The sell became even easier as the 

council came in with a six-month study 
showing that between 60 and 70% of 
all cases were drug and alcohol related. 
“The judge and the DA were stunned,” 
he says, and this didn’t even take into 
account all the offenses taking place 
under the influence, like spousal abuse, 
vandalism and criminal mischief.

Thus, the protocol developed - and 
still in place today - delays sentencing 

any defendant charged or entering a 
guilty plea to drug or alcohol related 
misdemeanors or violations. In the 
interim, the offender submits to evalu-
ation by a substance abuse professional 
of the defendant’s choice – provided that 
they are Oasis certified.

Of course, defendants can defer, 
but when faced with further criminal 
proceedings, defendants almost always 

proceed with recommended form of 
treatment. That doesn’t mean the oppor-
tunity is always met with open arms by 
defendants. “I get a report – he’s just 
going through the motions,” says Berger 
of the reluctant.

So six weeks in, when all defen-
dants reappear in front of the judge, the 
message is reiterated as not to be misun-
derstood. “Then, they take it seriously,” 

he says.
The court also does take into 

account that an offender may have been 
caught up in a onetime situation. “They 
have no history, no rap sheet,” he says, 
and the court acts accordingly to the 
aberration.

On the other extreme, the council 
believes the obstacles that must be 

Mt. Kisco Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Council. Melvin Berger (2nd form left).
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overcome are too great once the offender 
has been in and out of the system three 
or four times. “They’ve hit their bottom, 
they’ve bounced so my philosophy is 
if I can get them the first time coming 
through, I have a good chance,” he says.

The success of the program is self-evi-
dent in its spread. Having long expanded 
into Bedford, he says, “I have been con-
sulted by other judges and have had Albany 
send us around to speak at conferences to 

detail how our system works.”
The council also gets involved before-

hand – raising awareness through the 
schools. Easy enough to gain entrance, 
he admits the difficulty of getting results. 
“The awareness is there but changing that 
to action or making someone see that 
there is a connection – that’s difficult,” says 
the former pharmacist.

Key to understanding is getting 
parents and teenagers to realize, the earlier 
this so called “rite of passage” begins, the 

more chance that it becomes a lifelong 
problem. “We work with parents and 
children to instill how easy it is to tip over,” 
he says.

No matter, he’s never far from those 
who’ve turned it around as he walks the 
streets of Mt. Kisco, and happily cashes in 
on the gratitude they can’t help but express. 
“It’s such a rewarding thing,” he concludes.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

REHABILITATION

Mt. Kisco Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Council Gets Offenders 
Treatment Before Their Behavior Becomes Permanent
Continued from page 12

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

CURRENT COMMENTARY

Are Rich People Less Caring, Or More Defensive?
By LARRY M. ELKIN
How do we measure 
empathy? We can observe 
behavior, but when one 
person puts money in a 
panhandler’s cup while 

another person walks past without 
reacting, what do their differing reactions 
tell us about how they feel?

In a recent column in The New York 

Times, psychologist Daniel Goleman 
posits that “A growing body of recent 
research shows that people with the most 
social power pay scant attention to those 
with little such power.” In other words, 
there is an empathy gap between those 
with more power and those with less, 
where power is often measured in terms of 
class and wealth.

This discussion is hardly new, 

however. Mano Singham, a theoretical 
nuclear physicist and adjunct professor at 
Case Western Reserve University, drew 
similar inferences last year in response to a 
study examining charitable giving patterns 
by geography and income level. Back in 
2007, The New York Times’ City Room 
blog looked at the tipping habits of the 
rich and not-so-rich, and did not find that 
the rich suffered by comparison. There was 

Photo by and courtesy of flickr user Ed Yourdon

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/05/rich-people-just-care-less/?smid=pl-share
http://freethoughtblogs.com/singham/2012/08/22/why-are-poor-people-more-generous-than-the-rich/
http://freethoughtblogs.com/singham/2012/08/22/why-are-poor-people-more-generous-than-the-rich/
http://www.npr.org/2012/08/20/158947667/study-reveals-the-geography-of-charitable-giving
http://www.npr.org/2012/08/20/158947667/study-reveals-the-geography-of-charitable-giving
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/12/18/are-rich-people-less-generous-tippers/
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/12/18/are-rich-people-less-generous-tippers/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/72098626@N00/2905921539/
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no shortage of comments on any of these 
pieces, ranging from personal anecdote to 
pointed criticism.

Though I don’t meet anybody’s defini-
tion of “super rich,” and I started out with 
no money at all, I have been successful 
enough in business to be counted by the 
authors of the study Goleman cites as one 
of the less empathetic wealthy. I never (well, 
virtually never) give money to someone 
holding a sign on a street or approaching 
my car when I wait for a traffic light at the 
end of a freeway exit ramp. But I do tend to 
tip 20 percent or more at restaurants, and I 
make a policy of never passing up a Girl 
Scout selling cookies – and I don’t even like 
the cookies.

As I acquired success, did I lose my 
empathy? Or is it more complicated than 
that?

I tend to think it is more complicated, 
and I have more than just my own self-
perception on which to base my thoughts. 
Working with affluent families for more 
than 25 years has given me a lot of oppor-
tunity to reflect on when, and whether, 
people choose to act charitably.

Are people status-conscious? 
Absolutely. Humans, however, are hardly 
alone in this tendency. All sorts of creatures, 
from wolves to gorillas to whitetail deer, 
have social hierarchies. Such structures are 
a basic part of evolutionary biology. You 
climb the mountain and wait for someone 
to try to push you off the peak. Those who 
can’t push you off will often try to curry 
your favor instead. Give money – not even 
necessarily a stupendous sum – to a school 
or other charity, and that organization may 
abruptly recognize your wisdom by asking 
you to join an advisory board or become a 
trustee (the better to induce further gifts, 
of course).

High-status individuals are besieged 
by implicit and explicit requests. Individuals 
who move from lower-power social tiers to 
higher-power ones find themselves much 
more popular and much more appreciated 
than they used to be, even though they 
feel themselves to be the same people they 
always were. They just have more money 
(or, in the world of politics, more favors) to 
hand out. They know full well that if their 
status disappeared, so would most of their 

new admirers.
When they resist appeals for help, 

does it make them uncaring – or just 
defensive?

Personal circumstance might play a 
role, too. It is relatively easy for someone 
without much money to lump people who 
have more into a catchall category, “the 
rich.” But there are many ways rich people 
became so. Some started with advanta-
geous backgrounds and earned their own 
fortunes to build upon what they received; 
some earned fortunes without many advan-
tages. Luck is often part of the story, but 
sometimes it is a small part and sometimes, 
as with a lottery winner or the recipient 
of a large inheritance, it is the entire story. 
Some people marry into money or marry 
someone who is good at getting it. Some 
find divorce a greater source of wealth than 
marriage. There are rich people who have 
known genuine hardship, and others who 
have never experienced hunger or sickness 
or physical danger.

Do all these people empathize with 
others in the same way?

In most advanced economies, rich 
people also pay far more in taxes than 
others, both as a percentage of their 
income and in absolute terms. I suspect 
much of the research on the percentage 
of income donated to charity focuses on 
pre-tax income. But if we consider taxes 
to be an involuntary “donation,” backed 
by the force of law but primarily for the 
benefit of society as a whole rather than the 
individual taxpayer, I suspect the numbers 

in many countries would skew radically in 
favor of the wealthy as the generous class. 
Rich people are well aware that they pay 
taxes, and for many of them, this knowl-
edge affects the way they make charitable 
decisions.

Very few rich people spend most 
of their money on yachts and vacations. 
Those who do tend not to stay rich. Mostly, 
affluent people save their money and invest 
it in various forms. Just because they don’t 
give it away immediately does not mean 
they do not plan to give it away at some 
point. Lots of charity occurs at death, and 
lots more happens late in life, after other 
personal goals have been satisfied.

Is there an empathy gap? Quite 
possibly. No matter how thoughtful and 
generous you might be as an individual, it 
is hard to fully appreciate another person’s 
struggles if you have never been in a similar 
position.

Then again, you don’t hear much 
about poor people suffering from donor 
fatigue. They don’t tend to attract many 
sycophants or supplicants. Nobody comes 
to them saying, “Now that you have money, 
you think you’re better than us. Prove us 
wrong by giving us a share.”

For me, it comes down to what I 
think I can do at the moment. I can reward 
a Girl Scout’s efforts while picking up 
a few cookies that my co-workers will 
enjoy. I can tip waiters and waitresses well, 
knowing that the few extra dollars mean 
more to them than they do to me. In both 
of these contexts, I see myself as reasonably 

generous, but I am also rewarding initiative 
and service that I admire.

I have turned down many people who 
approach me on the street. At certain inter-
sections, I know I will always be greeted by 
one – but only one – individual begging 
for money. In my Florida neighborhood, 
there appears to be a system; to avoid 
“service gaps” or competitive begging, the 
panhandlers decide among themselves 
who will work a given spot at what time. 
I have no interest in encouraging this 
sort of initiative, or in sustaining the sort 
of unproductive dependency this practice 
implies. In some eyes, I am sure this dem-
onstrates my lack of empathy.

Humans are complicated animals, but 
we are animals nonetheless. Our tendency 
as a species to create hierarchies and to 
seek favor from those who hold power is 
not going to go away.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hudson, 
N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 
2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.
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A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Are Rich People Less Caring, Or More Defensive?

FEATURINGALL YOUR FAVORITE
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TELECHARGE.COM    WWW.DISASTERMUSICAL.COM

A 70s Disaster Movie Musical

http://www.nature.org/newsfeatures/specialfeatures/animals/mammals/gray-wolf.xml
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/endangered_species/great_apes/gorillas/
http://www.esf.edu/aec/adks/mammals/wtd.htm
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- RENOVATED APARTMENTS
 FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful,  Newly Renovated, Spacious
1 Bedroom Apartment

$1350/Month
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350 - $1500/Month

1 Block from Metro North Fleetwood Train Station
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.

Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets, 
Stoves & Refrigerators.

Credit Check Required • Available Immediately 
 Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

Google: Wonderful? Or Bad? Or Both – Part III
CREATIVE DISRUPTION 

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Let’s start off with the fact 
that I really like Google 
products and have, despite all 
the ongoing concerns about 
privacy, allowed myself to 

be wedded to them – I use GMail, Google 
Calendar, Google+, Google Maps, the Chrome 
Web Browser and Google Earth; I have a 
Google Nexus 7, two Google Chromebooks, 
and have recently defected from an iPhone 
(supported by Verizon), to a Samsung Galaxy 
Note 3, running Google’s Android Operating 
System (partially because of T-Mobile’s lower 
prices, partially because of my dissatisfaction 
with Apple’s iOS7, and partially because of a 
desire to make my contacts transparent across all 
my computing platforms); I further expect to 
shortly purchase a Galaxy Gear Watch to link 
to my Note 3 and will entertain the purchase 
of Google Glass when it adds prescription 
capability to its product and if-and-when 
the price comes down to what I consider 
reasonable – so, as stated above, I really like 
Google products!

I like Google products and use them 
more and more despite the facts that Google 
didn’t tell me that the NSA had access 
through them to my mail, browser usage; 
and other activities; that it knows who writes 
to me and does keyword searches on my 
incoming mail to decide what ads to put up on 
my mail page; that it knows where I am from 
the location features in its Maps software 
and various hardware products; that it tailors 
my search responses to what it THINKS are 
important to me – I get different responses 
from those you get! (see Eli Pariser’s TED 
talk, “What Facebook and Google Are Hiding 
From You” -- http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aAMP1Wu_M2U); and the 
fact that it set up a separate search engine 
for China to allow the whitewashing of 
stories that China found “disruptive” to its 
society. In other words, I know many of the 
complaints about Google and feel that the 
benefits of its products outweigh the possible 
liabilities.

This view, however, may be short-
sighted as it focuses only on today’s merits 
and demerits and not on the path on which 
Google may (or may not) be taking us. A 
possible (and very scary) path is laid out in 
Dave Eggers’ riveting novel, “The Circle.” 
The heroine in the story, Mae Holland, 
obtains a position at the Circle, the “best 
company to work for in the country” (as 
Google has been called) and, as all employees 
do, buys completely into the culture, leading 
her to slowly accept and then champion 
a path to “total transparency.” First, she 
finds that participation in social media is 

mandatory rather than voluntary as is par-
ticipation in company “after work activities” 
and, as she gets deeper into the culture, she 
agrees to be the first in the company to “go 
transparent” and let the public watch--and 
comment on-- her every move.  Her total 
acceptance of the culture (which is slowly 
moving the public toward semi-mandatory total 
transparency – once some public officials agree 
to it, all must agree or be considered corrupt) 
estranges her from her family and ex-lover. 
The quest for total transparency goes so far 
as to foster new slogans -- “Privacy is theft” 
and “Secrets are lies.”

The progression of the Circle’s quest for 
complete transparency goes on: 

The mapping and GPS software allows 
citizens to identify not only the pedophiles 
in a neighborhood but anyone ever convicted 
of any crime (“Wouldn’t you want to know the 
robbers in a neighborhood?”). 

The same software allows those driving 
down a street to identify those on the street 
with criminal records (“Wouldn’t you want to 
be sure the street was safe before parking?). 

The same software in conjunction with 
profiling software could alert people in an 
apartment house or complex about the 
arrival of a non-resident so the “visitor” could 
be checked out (“Wouldn’t you want to know 
whether people who “don’t belong” were in your 
vicinity?”). 

– it goes and on – and some of the tech-
nology that adds to the total transparency 
are headset cameras / monitors and driver-
less cars.

The fact that the fictional Circle is based 
on Google is obvious – and, if it were not, 
a New York Times story on the book, “A 
Novel Prompts a Conversation About How 
We Use Technology” (http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/10/10/business/media/
the-circle-a-novel-by-dave-eggers-
prompts-debate-on-technology.) has a 
picture of part of Google’s corporate campus 
over the story with the caption “The Google 
headquarters in California. One reader said 
the setting of Dave Eggers’s new novel, “The 
Circle,” was similar.” (As a journalist, I think 
that the implicit editorializing in this caption is 
outrageous.). 

What is not so obvious is whether 
Google is attempting to lead us down the 
Circle’s path. The fictional Circle’s top 
management was composed of one trans-
parency true believer, one reclusive visionary, 
and one hardheaded businessman who saw 
the move to total transparency only as a 
move to increasing the Circle’s power and 
profitability. The public, enthralled by the 
elegance of the technology, and caught up in 
the apparent improved security of the total 

transparency movement, were the enablers 
of this massive social change (and corporate 
power grab).

Would we be as compliant? I don’t 
know. I have a close friend who won’t use 
most Google products because he thinks 
that Google requires too much personal 
information and then “knows too much about 
him.” I disagree, telling him that there is “no 
privacy anyhow” – your credit card pur-
chases are captured and let people know 
what you buy and how you shop; your use of 
“location services” on your smartphone and 
in your car, as well as your EZPass records 
tell people where you are; and the NSA, FBI, 
and USPS surveillance activities form a very 
complete profile on you – so who cares about 
a little more? 

Well, The Circle makes the point that 
each “little more” can be a step into a “Brave 
New World,” a “1984,” or a “Matrix”. Fiction 
or not, the book is a cautionary tale that 
should cause reflection on the path that we 
personally and our society in general are on. 
Elegant software and hardware products 
should be tools to enhance our lives and not 
entrapping devices – and the only ones that 
can insure that this is so are ourselves.

Read the Book! -- and send me your 
reflections and opinions at johnmac13@
gmail.com!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAMP1Wu_M2U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAMP1Wu_M2U
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/10/business/media/the-circle-a-novel-by-dave-eggers-prompts-debate-on-technology
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/10/business/media/the-circle-a-novel-by-dave-eggers-prompts-debate-on-technology
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/10/business/media/the-circle-a-novel-by-dave-eggers-prompts-debate-on-technology
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/10/business/media/the-circle-a-novel-by-dave-eggers-prompts-debate-on-technology
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Uneven Norris, Unconscionable Bar
By JOHN SIMON
Mark Rylance is a superb 
actor in the right part; I 
fondly recall his doing 
wonders in “Jerusalem.” 
But what he does to 

the two Shakespeare plays he has 
mounted—the nominal director, Tim 
Carroll, is surely channeling him—
should not be done to a dog. How 
damning it is for our audiences that 
everything gross and unpardonable 
elicits tempests of enthusiasm.

What Rylance and Carroll have 
done is to reduce “The Tragedie of King 
Richard the Third” to a comedy, and 
“Twelfe [twelfth] Night or What You 
Will,” a comedy, to a farce, surely against 
Will’s will.

Let’s begin with the women’s parts 
being played by men. The usual excuse, 
that there were no women on the 
Elizabethan stage, is invalid. Those 
were boys, whose appearance, 
voice and flexibility could, 
with makeup and training, 
pass for female. Here, 
despite debatable 
wigs and pasty-
faced makeup, 
with voices 
unabashedly 
masculine, 
feminin-
ity is, if 
anything, 
mocked. 
Thus are 
some of 
the best 
s c e n e s 
m a d e 
ludicrous.

Equa l l y 
culpable are Rylance’s per-
formances. As Richard, 
who should be brilliantly 
terrifying, Rylance gives 
us a clever buffoon. He 
pulls out every comedic 
trick in the book, not with 
changed text, but with expres-
sions and gestures, toying with the 
audience, arch enunciations, absurd 
tempos and dynamics, droll pauses 
and heaven knows what else, creating 
an interesting early effect. But when 
it continues through all the cumula-
tive terror, it becomes horror of quite 
the wrong kind. It certainly fails with 

the final master effect of making us, 
despite everything, sympathize with the 
monster and comprehend his fantasti-
cally successful career.

The other characters—except for 
the murderers, who milk the merely 
grotesque for the farcical—are played 
more or less straight, and some, like 
Angus Wright’s Buckingham and Liam 
Brennan’s Clarence (though the Tower 

prison is 
t u r n e d 

into 
a 

British drawing room) manage even to 
impress.

Here again, though, set design is 
disastrous. The unit set that serves both 
plays is a kind of festive hall—or at 

least its one permanent 
back wall—with a few 

brought-on props. 
When it must 

encompass the 
fierce battle-

ground of 
Bosworth 
Field, it 
b e c o m e s 

a very bad 
joke, with, 

for instance, 
the rival tents 

an armchair and 
close-by settee. No help either 
from the mediocre perform-
ing of Kurt Egyiawan, a 
jarring Duchess of York, 
and now a totally uncharis-
matic Richmond.

The same set by Jenny 
Tiramani, unimpressive 
to begin with, returns for 
“Twelfth Night,” where it 
is at least undisturbing. 
But now comes Rylance 
as Olivia. With a skimpy 
wig and pasty makeup, 
the somewhat pudgy-
faced, unhandsome actor 
makes for an utterly 
unlovely Olivia, about 
as alluring as Popeye’s 
Olive Oil. Again every 
conceivable farcical 
trick is (forgive the 

pun) dragged on, and what with an all 
too male Viola (Samuel Barrett, more 
restrained), the play’s beautiful, lyrical 
moments are reduced to burlesque. The 
audience, alas, adores every silly bit of it.

But even the other casting is ques-
tionable. Sir Toby Belch, who should be 
an imposing Falstaffian figure, is here 

rather puny; whereas Aguecheek, who 
should be a wispy popinjay, towers over 
him. While it is hard to play a clown 
where almost everyone else is clowning, 
Peter Hamilton Dyer is a disappoint-
ing Feste, especially in that great final 
song that should be touching, but here 
is anything but.

And, speaking of music, what Claire 
van Kempen has wrought, though 
authentically period, and well played on 
period instruments by the onstage (or 
above-stage) musicians, is unappealing, 
at least to one like me who dislikes early 
music. A little anachronism might have 
helped.

Two roles do come off right. The 
noted comedian Stephen Fry is a thor-
oughly apt Malvolio, if not quite a great 
one, and Paul Chahidi, whose high-
pitched voice, rotund face and figure, and 
fine comedic sense make for a plausibly 
feminine, non-hammily witty Maria. 

Of course, being British, the cast, 
unlike American actors, knows how to 
speak the verse. If that is enough for you 
and you groove on the various distor-
tions, by all means buy into this farrago.

Some credit is owed Bruce Norris 
for writing plays with sociopolitical 
issues, nowadays rather atypical. On the 
other hand, they may get overestimated, 
like his recent “Clybourne Park,” which 
won a pair of the most prized prizes each 
in the British and American theater.

Photos of “Twelfth Night” and “Richard 

III” by and courtesy of Joan Marcus. 

Venue: Belasco Theater, 111 West 44th 
Street, between Broadway and 6th Avenue, 
New York, NY 10036. Tickets: 212-239-
6200 or 800-447-7400.

“Domesticated,” his new one, 
concerns the very timely phenomenon: 

what happens when an important 
married politician is mired in a scandal 
involving adulterous sex. So we get a 
man, identified only as Bill, announcing 
his abdication from what is presumably 
the Senate. This because of his having 
apparently pushed Becky, the young 
woman he hired for sex, in such a way 
that her fall and hitting her head on a 
sharp piece of furniture cause her hospi-
talization in a coma.

Bill’s wife, Judy, stands publicly by 
him, though rather sourly; in private, her 
acrimony drives him out of the house. 
We get a hospital scene with Jackie, the 
understandably emotional mother (her 
daughter, she insists, was not a druggie) 
and a number of scenes with bustling 
lawyer Bobbie, a friend of the family, 
with whom too Bill had an affair, now 
defending him in court. We also get a 
scene with a spirited mother-in-law, 
as well as some with sassy Casey, Bill’s 
rebellious 17-year-old daughter, and 
others with the spouses in session with 
a shrink.

Before any of this, and intermit-
tently later, there is something puzzling. 
Bill and Judy have adopted a shy, asth-
matic Asian girl, now 13, called Cassidy 
(unlikely), who in several scenes gives 
illustrated lectures on various animals’ 
mating rituals (unlikelier yet) and speaks 
into a microphone, as stipulated by the 
script, “in a dull, whispery monotone” 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

 Mark Rylance in “Twelfth Night”. Mark Rylance in “Richard III”.

Continued on page 17

http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Joan-Marcus/
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(unlikeliest). Since in the family scenes 
the girl never speaks, why her uncon-
vincing and extraneous presence?

There is also a barroom scene, with 
Bill trying to drink away his sorrows 

and justify himself, but being put down 
by the skeptical barmaid and assaulted 
by an angry Latino woman, well played 
by Robin de Jesus, but the whole thing 
coming across a bit too artificial.

Still, as a whole, the play is not inef-
fective, sometimes funny and helped 
by neat dialogue. And then there are 
the good performances under Anna 
D. Shapiro’s fluent direction, although 
staging in the round is of no particular 
gain. Jeff Goldblum is most convincingly 

Spitzer-Winerian, and Mia Barron is 
fun as the eager-beaver Bobbie. Nice too 
are Lizbeth Mackay’s motherly Jackie, 
Mary Beth Piel’s consummate Shrink, 
Emily Meade’s insolent Casey, Karen 
Pittman as an A.D.A. and Aleque Reid 

in various parts.
But what makes “Domesticated” a 

must is Laurie Metcalf. Her Judy is one 
of the all-time great performances that 
sear themselves into unforgettableness. 
She is a lovable neurotic, the good and 
bad in her inextricably conjoined, her 
frequent furious sallies controlled with 
the sangfroid of a lion tamer, barely 
reined in yet shattering enough. There 
is timing and dynamic control rarely 
equaled, and an overpowering sense of 
how sublime theater can be in unerr-
ingly right hands.

Photos of “Domesticated” by and courtesy of 
Joan Marcus. 

Venue: Lincoln Center Theater – Mitzi E. 
Newhouse, 150 West 65th Street, between 
Broadway and Amsterdam, New York, NY 
10023. Tickets: 212-239-6200.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the  Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com  and  Bloomberg News. 
Mr. Simon holds a  PhD  from  Harvard 
University  in Comparative Literature and 
has taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
“The sea, once it casts its spell, 
holds one in its net of wonder 
forever.” –Jacques Yves 
Cousteau

A world of wonder is what you find 
at Turkey’s Black Sea. The region is rich in 
heritage, in sights, in culture – from stunning 
landscapes and natural wonders to World 
Heritage sites - here in all its ancient and 
mesmerizing glory. Standing on top of 
Al-Petri Mountain, one may wonder why 
such an iridescent blue sea is called the black 
sea. It’s thought that the name was given to 
it by sailors and pirates who were struck by 
its dark appearance when the sky turned 
leaden with storm clouds. Known by another 
name as well, the ancient Greeks called it the 
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door entrance already installed.  The other side can be modified in the same fashion. No extra 
administration fees. 6 month to 1 year rental options. Safe religious campus setting in Ossining.  
24x7 security.  7 day (8:00 - 6:00) access.  Building monitored and doors alarmed. Call Jim on 
(914) 941-7636 (x2395)
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Jeff Goldblum as Bill  in “Domesticated”.

Turkey—By the Sea, by the Sea, by the 
Beautiful Black Sea
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Scythian Sea as they plundered shipwrecks 
and made wine goblets from sailors’ skulls. 
Happily, on a recent visit I enjoyed my wine 
served in a pretty crystal glass as I gazed out 
over a perfect Blue sea. Reasons to make this 
your next go-to vacation spot are many. Here 
are just a few of them:

Ancient History
The coastal town of Amsara, built atop 

the ancient port of Sesamus, has a Roman 
bridge, Byzantine city walls, 14th century 
Genoese forts and historic mosques; inland 
is the town of Kastamonu with its 12th 
century castle. While there, we made a side-
trip to Bafra to view some pretty imposing 
excavations which date back to the Iron Age 
Hittite civilization.

Modern History
Samsun is the town where Mustafa 

Kemal Ataturk drew up plans for what was 
to become the modern Turkish Republic. 
The hotel where he stayed honors him in its 
incarnation as the Gazi Museum, and a villa 
that once belonged to Ataturk is on the out-
skirts of Trabzon. There we found colorful 
gardens with exotic flora: passion flowers, 
mullein, hornbeam and sweet chestnut.

World Heritage
The Black Sea has some of Turkey’s 

most scenic World Heritage sites, and one of 
the best is the town of Safranbolu with its 
Ottoman konaks (mansions) made of timber 
and stone. Soon two more landmarks of the 
region will become World Heritage Sites: the 
Sumela Monastery and the Genovese Trade 
Routes’ Trading Posts and Fortifications.

Archeology
Named for the Hagia Sophia in 

Istanbul, Trabzon’s Hagia Sophia domi-
nates the town. It was dizzying to gaze up 
to the cathedral’s vaulted ceilings soaring 
heaven-ward and then, look down at the 
intricate mosaic work beneath our feet. 
Another celestial experience was journey-
ing to the Sumela Monastery built 4,000 
feet up in the cliffs of Mt. Mela. Begun in 
the 4th century by Greek monks, it was ulti-
mately completed in the 14th century – a very 
important archeological highlight of the 
Black Sea.

Sinop is the only naturally sheltered 
harbor on the Black Sea, and has been a port 
for 1,000 years. Here you’ll find the com-
manding Sinop Castle. It was 
constructed in the 7th Century 
BC

with walls 10 feet thick and 100 feet 
high. Sinop takes its name from the Amazon 
queen Sinop and wandering through this 
special town, it still after millennia, exudes 
warrior-like strength.

Eco-Tourism
A really good way to experience this 

region is by road tripping. After all, the Black 
Sea is home to no less than 16 protected 
nature reserves in the provinces of Artvin, 
Balikesir, Bolu, Duzce, Samsun, Sinop and 
Zonguldak. The goal of these areas is to 
preserve endangered species of flora and 
fauna. The Highlands here are covered with 
fir, spruce, cedar, oak and elm trees as well 
as flowers like snowdrops, wild azalea and 
forest rose.

Local Culture
The easternmost outpost on the Black 

Sea is Artvin, famous throughout Turkey 
for its many festivals celebrating regional 
cultures and featuring music, food, costumes, 
dancing and more.

Most festivals take place in late spring, 
summer and early autumn. This past summer 
I had the good luck to be in Artvin during a 
festival featuring such memorable activities 
as the famed bull wrestling competition. It’s 
for certain there are not too many places in 
the world where one can view this extraor-
dinary contest. Mano-a-mano wrestling 

competitions followed the bull thing but it 
wasn’t nearly as exciting! A colorful part of 
this festival is the traditional dance troupes 
decked-out in vivid, ethnic costumes. While 
here, add to your not-to-be-missed-list the 
Karagol-Sahara National Park with its deep 
forests and glass-like lakes.

Adventure
Lake Uzungol is in Zigana’s Kalkanli 

Mountains. The lake is extraordinary at 
3,200 feet long and surrounded by pine 
forests and typical village houses that have 
now become popular with campers, hikers, 
and fishermen. Near the Georgian border 
is the rugged Yusufeli conservation area, 
remote and historic with Georgian and 
Armenian churches. Feel a need to get out 
on the water? There’s white water rafting on 
neighboring Coruh River.

Turkish Tea
In Rize, coffee is a hallmark of Turkish 

culture, but tea is the essential part of daily 
life and the town is the center of Turkey’s 
tea production. I saw vast, terraced planta-
tions of both black and green tea and in a 
bazaar, a nice Turkish lady made me a cup, 
taking the time to brew tea leaves in boiling 
water which she then served me in a delicate, 
clear glass to show the deep red color and to 
transmit the heat to my hand.

Black Sea Cuisine
How can we leave out Hamsi? This 

small fish is similar to the anchovy and in 
the region it is abundant. In fact, there are 
no less than forty different dishes made 
with hamsi, including desserts. Let’s just 
say it’s an acquired taste and leave it at that. 
More to my liking, there’s the Akcabat Kofte 
Hazelnut center in Ordu and in July, it hosts 
a Golden Hazelnut Festival.

“The trouble with the Black Sea weather 
is that you can’t trust it,” says Ihsan Cetin, an 
official in Ankara’s Tourism Ministry, “but if 
you’ve ever been swimming in this sea, you 
won’t want to swim anywhere else. Because 
it is so clear and sweet, you wouldn’t mind 
drinking it!” Sweet, indeed - the entire Black 
Sea region. Plan a visit soon.

If You Go:
Turkey Tourist Board - www.goturkey.

com

Photos by Michael Sloane and courtesy of 
Michael Sloane Photography.

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane is con-
stantly globe hopping to share her unique 
experiences with our readers; from the exotic 
to the sublime. As Beauty / Fashion Editor she 
keeps us informed on the capricious and engaging 
fashion and beauty scene.

Amsara.

Samsun.

Black Sea

Hamsi. Black Sea

Turkey—By the Sea, by the Sea, by the 
Beautiful Black Sea
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By PEGGY GODFREY
Many residents of New 
Rochelle expected to be 
listening all evening to 
election results in the 
Rob Astorino and Noam 

Bramson County Executive race. So it 
came as a shock at 10:28 p.m., only an 
hour and a half after the polls closed, 
that Bramson conceded. Informants 
report that Bramson used spotter dis-
tricts around the county to determine 
how strongly he was running. The con-
clusion drawn was that he did not do 
well in specific bell weather designated 
districts. Even in New Rochelle’s heavily 
Democratic northern part of the city, 
Bramson reportedly did not win several 
districts. This must have been quite a 
surprise to his supporters since in the last 
mayoral election Bramson had captured 
nearly 80% of the vote in New Rochelle. 
Even in New Rochelle Astorino unoffi-
cial reports designate nearly 48% of the 
vote went to incumbent Astorino.

Bramson’s concession speech was 
gracious and he stressed the need to con-
centrate now on “what unites” the people 
of Westchester. Our neighborhoods, he 
continued, are becoming “unaffordable.” 
Problems with taxes and the need for 
jobs to stem the number of young people 
leaving the county were cited. Thanking 
his many volunteers he said there would 
“always be respect for conversation.”

Astorino later that evening acknowl-
edged the “aggressive race” and suggested 
Bramson should be proud of his service 
in New Rochelle. However, many 
people did not agree with that state-
ment. Political analysts and journalists 
had characterized Bramson’s campaign as 
“national” because his biggest issues were 
more national than local. Support for 
women’s abortion rights, gun control and 
willingness to accept aggressive federal 
housing guidelines being promoted by 
HUD (U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) were viewed with 
caution and some dismay in different 
parts of Westchester.

Many residents of New Rochelle, 
however, were accustomed to Bramson’s 
usual style of leadership and were not 
surprised by these issues. One of his 
fliers said he had “the right plan for 
moving Westchester forward.” It claimed 

Bramson would create good jobs, “invest 
in infrastructure,” “support schools,” 
and eliminate waste. But observers in 
New Rochelle had noted his actions 
as mayor and previously as a council 
member, and they wondered how he 
would accomplish those goals. Looking 
back in New Rochelle it would be hard 
to cite any job creations, except tempo-
rary construction jobs or perhaps a few 
jobs with new stores or restaurants. The 
Avalon and Trump buildings have not 
produced many jobs for the city despite 
promises made they would. The New 
Rochelle IDA (Industrial Development 
Corporation) was rated by the New York 
State Comptroller as second worst in 
New York State. Residents hoped there 
would be an effort made to change those 
statistics in the future but more recent 
IDA decisions do not appear to have 
made any positive changes.

The proposed Echo Bay develop-
ment, which includes IDA tax reductions 
is another example of how costs to the 
taxpayer are being overlooked. Promises 
of “progress” are being promoted. Lack 
of concern for the taxpayers by Bramson 
was made clear at the last public hearing 
for Echo Bay when Bramson chose to 
tell the overwhelming majority of the 
residents who had spoken against the 
project that he had to consider the best 
interests of the city when he voted for 
that project. The date for that project 
was postponed until after the election 
and is now scheduled for the November 
meeting, in addition to the vote on 
the adjoining Armory. The frustration 
residents suffered has not been allayed 
by Bramson’s defeat because they feel 
he has an “I know better” attitude. It 
was reported in recent days that Forest 
City Residential supporters were at the 
railroad collecting petitions supporting 
their Echo Bay project.

Among the loose ends from the 
campaign were observations that 
Bramson had never suggested a plan on 
how to settle the HUD housing dispute. 
Astorino had publicly stated his oppo-
sition to what he considered HUD’s 
overreach into local zoning. In New 
Rochelle, residents wonder whether 
public money will dictate development 
in the city. HUD financing was recently 
used to rehabilitate a senior building but 

only temporary construction jobs were 
created. This has been the pattern with 
other development projects. Bramson has 
had a tendency to appoint “committees” 
rather than taking full responsibility for 
decisions. New Rochelle residents are 
anticipating that this “hands off ” attitude 
will continue into the future. Although 
Bramson claims to be voting for what 
he thinks is best, will his failed attempt 
to accede to the office of Westchester 
County Executive send Bramson a 
message that the people want account-
ability in their elected officials?

In his campaign for county execu-
tive, Bramson was many times cited 
for running on national issues such as 
women’s rights and gun control. Those 
issues are not local. New Rochelle resi-
dents still want to know how much of an 
increase in new taxes will be proposed in 
the 2013 New Rochelle City budget. Will 
the tax cap be the guide used for raising 
property taxes? Rumors have it that in 
the new budget there will be a move to 
again go above the tax cap. Astorino’s 
commercials had said “Westchester can’t 
afford Noam Bramson,” but apparently 
New Rochelle must be the exception in 
Westchester. Residents will be watching 
to see if Bramson suggests any cuts in 
the budget to enable the tax cap to be 
the guide for property taxes. How will 
Bramson lead his Democratic council 
majority when the Forest City Residential 
project’s cost to taxpayers is truthfully 
presented? Astorino told the voters where 
he stood on real estate taxes and how he 
had to make painful cuts in staffing and 
increase some fees. Bramson, on the 
other hand, has used committees to reach 
conclusions about fees. The garbage fee 
continues to frustrate property owners.

So residents of New Rochelle 
wonder if threatened lawsuits against 
the approval of the Echo Bay project or 
the Armory will occur. Past history has 
shown Bramson and the Democratic 
majority on the New Rochelle City 
Council have tended to ignore substan-
tial portions of the voting population’s 
views. New Rochelle residents will now 
be watching to see if a new pattern in city 
government will emerge.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.
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IN BALL’S CORNER 

This Veterans Day Don’t Just Say Thank You, Show Thank You 
By Senator GREG BALL
On the 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month of 1918, the 
major hostilities of World War I 
formally ended. The following year, 
US President Woodrow Wilson pro-
claimed a US holiday, Armistice Day, 
to commemorate those that were 
killed during the war. In 1954, leg-
islation was signed by US President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to change 
Armistice Day to Veterans Day 
honoring all veterans, both living and 
dead.

This year as we mark the 95th 
anniversary of World War I and 
pause to remember those that have 
served, I encourage you to thank a 
veteran for their service. Do this by 
not just saying thank you, but by 
showing thank you. Let me explain.

As the Chairman of the 
New York State Senate Veterans, 
Homeland Security and Military 
Affairs Committee, I have a unique 
opportunity to be a voice for our 
veterans and to host numerous com-
munity events to honor their service.

As you well know, actions speak 
much louder than words. This is a 
phrase I take to heart and that’s why 
this Veterans Day I am challenging 
you to join me and take your patrio-
tism to the next level. Let’s not just 
say thank you, let’s show our veterans 
just how thankful we truly are.

Here are three examples of ways 
you can show thank you this Veterans 
Day:

1) Volunteer or donate for the 
3rd Annual Veterans Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Each year I partner with 
local scouts, school groups, sports 
teams and hundreds of volunteers 
to host a free Thanksgiving Dinner 
for our local veterans. I urge anyone 
that wants to give back to those that 
gave so much to us, to help us in the 
planning efforts of this dinner. To see 
the smile on the vets’ faces as they 
walk into the room, makes the dinner 
worth it every year.

2) Join our New York State 
Senate Task Force to help renovate 
a home for a local service connected 
disabled veteran. We have teamed up 
with Purple Heart Homes and 2013 
CNN Hero nominee Dale Beatty 
to work on this project. We are cur-
rently seeking a qualifying service 
connected disabled veteran, as well as 
a home to renovate.

3) Nominate a veteran for the 3rd 
Annual Veterans Hall of Fame. The 
3rd class of veterans will be officially 
inducted into the Hall of Fame on 
Thursday, November 21, 2013 at the 

Mahopac Falls Elementary School 
at 6pm. We are still seeking veterans 
from the towns / villages of Briarcliff 
Manor, New Castle, Pound Ridge 
or Sleepy Hollow, please contact 
my office if you know someone you 
would like to nominate. The public is 
also invited and encouraged to attend 
the Hall of Fame Ceremony.

This past September, I had the 
honor of bringing dozens of World 
War II veterans to visit the WWII 
Memorial in Washington DC and 
also to tour Bolling Air Force Base. 
While at Bolling Air Force Base we 

were reminded of a speech about 
freedom given by Ronald Reagan 
before he became President. Reagan 
said, “Freedom is never more than 
one generation away from extinction. 
We didn’t pass it on to our children 
in the bloodstream. It must be fought 
for, protected, and handed on for 
them to do the same, or one day we 
will spend our sunset years telling our 
children and our children’s children 
what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.”

We must continue to honor our 
veterans and always work to keep 

America’s promise to these heroes. 
Join me this Veterans Day to show 
your appreciation to those that gave 
so much for us. If you would like to 
get involved in any of these events or 
have an idea for other ways to honor 
our veterans, please contact my office 
at (845) 279-3773 or email me at 
gball@nysenate.gov.

God Bless.

State Senator Greg Ball represents the 
constituents of the 40th Senate District.

Frank Campanaro of the Town of Cortlandt was inducted into Senator Ball’s Veterans Hall of Fame. This picture was taken at Hendrick Hudson High School.

GovernmentSection
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ELECTION

By BOB MARRONE
“We never envisioned 
this scenario.” Thus 
spoke one of Noam 
Bramson’s campaign 
aides, following the 

New Rochelle mayor’s crushing 
defeat in his effort to unseat incum-
bent Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino. Embedded in that 
statement is a hint of what went 
wrong in the Bramson campaign. 
From the start, the Democrats put 
all their eggs, it seems to me, in the 
growing national distaste for all 
things Tea Party, and the lopsided 
Democrat verses Republican regis-
tration in the county. The strategy 
was to caste Astorino as the next 
incarnation of Ted Cruz, while 
making little, if any effort to defend 
the mayor’s record over eighteen 
years in New Rochelle government, 
a record that could be defended. To 
the campaign’s credit, it stuck firmly 
to this approach, believing that the 
only other thing they had to do was 
get the vote out. To their discredit, 
there seemed to be little effort to 
adapt, a course that has wiped out 
entire species, let alone a political 
campaign.

Full disclosure; I like Noam 
Bramson and did a radio show with 
him for six years. He is, I believe, 
one of the most intelligent and 
deeply thoughtful people in gov-
ernment throughout all of New 
York State. Bramson also possesses 
a kindness of heart and concern for 
his fellow people on the planet that 
is genuine and visionary. Well, guess 
what? Based on his campaign you 
would never know it.

I am sure Bramson is no saint. 
As I have written before, he needs 
to show more patience with those 
who disagree with him. Indeed his 
carriage at council meetings and in 
public forums can sometimes leave 
the impression that he is arrogant 
or distant. I have also heard from 
reliable sources that he can be heavy 
handed in how he treats those he 
expects to toe the line on certain 
policies. We are, after all, talking 
about a mayor of an American city, 
whom many believe has designs on 
higher office. But I stand firm on 

my opinion of the man as a person 
and public official; and I will add 
this: One day he will accomplish 
extraordinary things, and the con-
stituents he serves will be all the 
better for it.

The candidate the Democrats 
were running against, Rob Astorino, 
was both successful and clever. 
The cleverness more than likely a 
function of his well handled and 
financed campaign team. For good 
or ill, whether you like it or not, 
Astorino did the things he said he 
would do, even as they were unpop-
ular within significant segments 
of the county. In a sense, his re-
election was a validation by the 
electorate of his policies. As well, 
Rob Astorino is a good and decent 
person possessing charm, charisma 
and smarts.

It is with these things in mind 
that I am playing Wednesday 
morning quarterback. In any case 
it was going to be difficult to defeat 
this incumbent, but I do not believe 
the approach was the right one.

I know, I know, who am I to 
question the professionals? With all 
due respect of them and their earlier 
track records with the candidate, I 
remind one and all that this is what 
opinion columns are for.

The issues that a liberal 
Democrat had to run on were cuts 
to social services, public sector jobs, 
and the HUD fiasco. They were 
fair game, and while they were 
covered to some degree, they were 
marinated with Tea Party asser-
tions that simply did not apply to 
such a likable candidate who, while 
firm of spine, never comes off as 
mean or unwilling to reach across 
the aisle. It was going to have to be 
on the issues, and not the national 
social dividers like a woman’s right 
to chose, etc. This is also where the 
Astorino campaign showed their 
savvy. With Republicans across the 
country reeling from the intransi-
gence of the Tea Party, Astorino’s 
operatives rarely made reference 
to their affiliation in mailers and 
other literature. Smart. They also 
took shots at Bramson that were 
unfair and/or disingenuous, even if 
accurate in their presentation.

It’s true that the mayor had a 
hand in increasing his own salary, 
and that New Rochelle employs a 
city manager system. But it is also 
true that the job is more than part 
time, as has been insisted, and that 
previous mayors, one in particular 
who lost his business, struggled 
financially. No one wants to hear it, 
and I guess it is politically danger-
ous, but it was right to increase the 
mayor’s pay no matter who he or 
she might be.

Similarly, an effective campaign 
device used by the Republicans was 
the 109% tax increase assertion on 
Bramson’s watch. A tour of New 
Rochelle City Hall, and I chal-
lenge any one to take it, is to visit 
a near ghost town. They operate on 
bare minimums. And most of the 
tax increases over the years were 
the result of remediation from a 
previous malevolent tax cap, state 
mandates and other uncontrol-
lable costs. It is ironic that one of 
the leanest and financially well-run 
cities in Westchester had its steward 
maligned for the way he alleg-
edly spent money. It is even more 
sublime that the previous mayor, 
who held office for the greater 
part of those supposedly great tax 
increase years, received 70% of the 
vote in his campaign for County 
Clerk. I am still scratching my head 
about why these points were not 
made, and if they were, why did 
they not get out there?

I guess what I am saying is 
that if you have to lose, it should be 
because they reject what you would 
truly do and who you are; not what 
people think you are. The Bramson 
campaign failed to tell the story 
of who their man really is, as well 
as the story of his well-run city. 
They also tried to make out their 
opponent as someone he was not. 
They failed at that, too.

Noam Bramson is a special man 
with a bright future. Rob Astorino 
is a good man who deserved his 
victory.

Bob Marrone is an author and free-
lance writer.

Relying on Tea While Ignoring the Details
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By BOB K. BOGEN
Not all bad. Not all 
good. There can come 
a day when the people 
will be represented in 
an election not cor-

rupted by private fortunes. But when? 
Surely not before private campaign 
contributions are eliminated and all 
candidates will be reasonably repre-
sented in the mass media.

Locally the big disappointment 
for many of us was in the County 
Executive race. With all the host of 
yard signs, often two at a time, plus 
the unavoidable and repeated slick 
and misleading negative ads from 
Robert Astorino, I have to confess 
I thought the simple yard signs 
merely coveying, “I’m with Noam,” 
were a charming contrast. Besides it 
was hard to believe so many in our 
county were into the destructive Tea 
Party policies of the current County 
Executive.

In any event the Virginia 
Governor’s race was to give-hope-to-
sanity. In my local County Legislative 
District, Number Two, Pete 
Harckham did very well. And Bill 
de Blasio trumpeted a dramatic pro-
gressive prospect for New York City, 
despite the worn out whining of his 
“monarchist” competitor complain-
ing about de Blasio’s slogan, a “Tale 
of Two Cities” as “Class Warfare”! It 
is about time we discarded the gro-
tesque put-down of any who dare 
to note that the “Class of the One 
Percent” have the gall to direct the 
“Class of 99.99 Percent, who have 
been loosing the “Class War” for 
many decades.

We should of course also note 
that the mass media is not the cause of 
the most unfortunate ballot descrip-
tion of the New York Constitutional 
Amendment Proposition One pro-
moting big, new casinos; it was surely 
a major factor in the victory of that 
Proposition. The official statement on 
the ballot asserts that the proposition 

is for, “promoting job growth, increas-
ing aid to schools, and permitting 
local government to lower property 
taxes.” We’ve heard that phony, sweet 
song before. It belongs on a billboard, 
or in an un-edited and un-discussed 
Letter to the Editor, or in a paid 
political video ad, but certainly not on 
the official ballot. Each one of these 
three arguments is either demonstra-
bly false and/or highly dubious. Jobs 
involved would be very few after con-
struction. Gambling aid to schools 
is usually minimal. And any tax 
reductions must be balanced against 
tax increases for related new public 
expenditures for security and other 
additional public services required. 
I expect we all know the true “leg-
islative purpose” is to produce vast 
millions for those few who would 
operate such casinos, as is true else-
where. An honest ballot proposition 
description would either avoid such 
arguments or at least offer some 
balance in official printed language. 
It fact, it is reported that such grossly 
prejudicial language on the official 
ballot is still to be argued in court and 
might well invalidate the vote.

For some of us the issue of casinos 
is rather simple. All gambling, partic-
ularly in such palatial casino settings, 
is known to be seriously addictive, 
not merely innocent entertainment. 
Seriously addictive in that profes-
sionals who treat addictions report 
that curing alcohol or drug addic-
tion is easier than treating gambling 
addictions. The result is destruction of 
useful human creative activity, related 
family dysfunction, and economic 
hardship. It is also well understood 
that casinos generate nearby crime 
through related substantial alcohol 
usage impairment and above average 
cash possession.

In general it is well under-
stood that gambling is a “regressive” 
economic activity. That is, it prays 
largely on those in lower economic 
groups. Folks who see less 

opportunity than average for 
social and economic advance-
ment are often tempted to 
“take a chance” on some gen-
erally acceptable gaming. An 
opposing economic example, 
my brain surgeon brother 
gambled more elegantly, on 
stock market speculation. Of 
course, this is rather to say, 
that encouraging gambling is 
socially and morally destructive.

I once visited a casino 
in Atlantic City, or was it in 
Las Vegas, and recall an older 
woman at the “slots.’ She had 
the provided cardboard bucket 
for a bunch of quarters she put 
into the one-armed-bandit so 
fast she could not really wait for 
the apples and cherries to line 
up. And as soon as her stash 
of quarters ran out, without a 
thought, she scooped the few 
quarters from the machine tray 
and ran them back into the 
slot. I guess that is the work of 
addiction.

I happened to grow 
up near one of the world’s 
best-known gambling estab-
lishments, the Santa Anita 
Race Track, near Pasadena 
in California. [When I was 
quite young, during the early 
months of the Second World 
War I remember it was not 
in use and included tents for thou-
sands of Japanese Americans before 
they were forced into “Relocation 
Centers, ” mostly in western deserts.] 
When the horses came back and the 
“gambling” resumed, I rode my horse 
in the morning into the Race Track 
facilities and talked to workers there. 
Many years later when working on 
local state development projects in 
Sullivan County, I took a New York 
State official into the Monticello 
Race Track for a two-dollar bet 
entertainment. So I make no claim to 
being totally innocent.

Even so, as a Quaker I have long 
believed that, “seeking to gain some-
thing for nothing,” seeking to gain a 
lot for a very much smaller “contri-
bution” or wager is, simply, morally 
wrong as well as foolish.

Back-in-the-day, I recall no 
public lotteries except for tiny 
Mexican lottery slips, the Irish 
Sweepstakes, or cheap church bingo 
cards. It seems a sad decline of a 
society in economic decay to fall into 
such activity. Perhaps one day we can 
climb out of this fruitless attempt to 
pay for our schools with the addic-
tions of the poor.

Bob Bogen served as comprehensive 
long-range facilities planning director 
for the New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission; as planning 
director for the New England Regional 
Commission; as a major United Nations 
official in Pakistan; Board Chairman 
of the Communications Coordinating 
Committee for the United Nations; and 
Principal Representative of Architects 
/ Designers / Planners for Social 
Responsibility to the United Nations.

Op-EdSection

One More Mixed-Bag Election 
BOB K. BOGEN PERSPECTIVE
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VMS ENDEAVORS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/2/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 8 Fairway Dr., Mamaroneck, 
NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

RON FRASCH ASSOCIATES LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/16/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 550 Hard-
scrabble Rd Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

36-14 195TH STREET, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/3/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 
Westchester Ave Ste 305 White Plains, 
NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

PRINCE 26, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/5/04. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to Ve-
racity Development 199 Lafayette St #1A 
New York, NY 10012. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the Secy of State (SSNY) on 
June 26, 2013.  Off. Loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent for service on 
LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 16-J, Yonkers, 
NY 10701.   Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of Formation of Troy Curtis Events 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
8/20/13.  Office location: Rockland County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Feder Kaszovitz LLP, 845 
Third Ave. NY, NY 10022. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

The MP LAW GROUP, PLLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
9/11/13. Office in Westchester Co.; SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The PLLC at 240 North 
Ave., Suite 212, New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HARRISON REAL ESTATE GROUP, LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/11/13. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 287 
Bowman Ave Purchase, NY 10577. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Goeprof, LLC. Arti-
cles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 07/16/2013. Of-
fice loc.: Albany County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The PO address to which the SSNY shall 
mail process to 1737 Congress Ave, 
Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose of LLC: Dis-
tribution of e-learning material.

TENANT KING LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/2/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Michael Rossi 44 Loop Rd Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
Registered Agent: Michael Rossi 44 
Loop Road Bedford, NY 10506.

FOURTH GENERATION PARTNERS, LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 8/13/13. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 707 
Westchester Ave Ste 401 White Plains, 
NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

FOURTH GENERATION PRIVATE EQUITY 
PARTNERS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/5/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 707 Westchester Ave Ste 401 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

BURCHMAN ASSOCIATES, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/3/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste. 
305 White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

Office Space for Rent Prime Yorktown  Location 
Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  

$900/Month 
2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   

Rent  $1675/Month 
Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 

Rent $500/Month  
Maria:  914.632.1230

ARTS & Craft Vendors Wanted
Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to be held indoors in 
Bronxville, NY by Building Hope for the New 
Yonkers Animal Shelter New items only - con-
tact: Julie 914-924-0708; Email: GingerJ415@
aol.com 

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER SUPPLE-
MENTAL SUMMONS AND NOTICE Index No. 56910/2013 Date Filed: 10/31/2013 JPMor-
gan Chase Bank, National Association, Plaintiff, against Abraham Grossman, if he be liv-
ing or if he be dead, his spouse, heirs devisees, distributees and successors in interest, 
all of whom and whose names and places of residence are unknown to Plaintiff; Kath-
ryn Vivian a/k/a Kathryn L. Vivian; Wachovia Bank, N.A., State of New York; and “JOHN 
DOE”, said name being fictitious, it being the intention of Plaintiff to designate any and all 
occupants of premises being foreclosed herein, and any parties, corporations or entities, 
if any, having or claiming an interest or lien upon the mortgaged premises, Defendant(s). 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 666 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570 TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this 
action and to serve a copy of your answer, or a notice of appearance on the attorneys 
for the Plaintiff within thirty (30) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of the 
day of service. The United States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, 
may appear within sixty (60) days of service hereof. In case of your failure to appear or 
answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the 
complaint. NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE OBJECT of the 
above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $210,000.00 and interest, re-
corded in the Westchester County Clerk’s Office on October 24, 2003, in Control Number: 
432650355 covering premises known as 666 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570. 
The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises 
described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above. Plaintiff 
designates Westchester County as the place of trial. Venue is based upon the County 
in which the mortgaged premises is situated. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING 
YOUR HOME IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR 
HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR CASE IS PEND-
ING FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUMMONS AND PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING A PAYMENT TO YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL 
NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. Dated: August 28, 2013  Frank M. Cassara, Esq. 
Shapiro, DiCaro & Barak, LLC Attorneys for Plaintiff 250 Mile Crossing Boulevard, Suite 
One, Rochester, NY 14624 (585) 247-9000 Our File No. 13-024998 Premises known as 666 
Washington Avenue , Pleasantville, NY 10570. All that certain property situate, lying and 
being in the Village of Pleasantville, Town of Mount Pleasant, County of WESTCHESTER, 
State of New York. SBL No. 99.11-1-1 

SMOOTH SKIN CARE LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/6/13. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
United States Corporation Agents Inc. 
7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. Registered 
Agent United States Corporation Agents 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228.

LEGAL NOTICE: NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC), Name: GREAT DAY FAMILY CHILD 
CARE LLC; Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 09/16/2013; Office Location: 
Westchester County; SSNY has been 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served; SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: C/O GREAT 
DAY FAMILY CHILD CARE LLC, 22 Sie-
brecht Pl, New Rochelle, NY 10804



W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

Page 24 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, NovEmbER 14, 2013 

By ROBERT SCOTT
In 1814, Gen. Winfield 
Scott’s well-disciplined 
American troops defeated 
the British at the Battle 
of Chippawa Creek in 

Canada. Today’s West Point dress uniform is 
an exact copy of the uniform they wore.

Over the years since the Revolutionary 
War, Americans have fought in many wars. 
In 1805, I was one of the eight Marines 
under Lt. Presley O’Bannon who marched 
500 miles across the Libyan Desert from 
Alexandria and took the port of Derna 
from the Barbary Pirates. This feat gave the 
Marine Hymn its reference to “the shores of 
Tripoli.”

In 1812, British violations of American 
neutrality brought tensions to the boiling 
point. American troops invaded Canada and 
torched public buildings in York, then the 
capital. In retaliation, the British burned the 
White House and government buildings in 
Washington, D.C.

I was with regular troops under Gen. 
Winfield Scott at the now-forgotten Battle 
of Chippawa Creek in Canada. Because of 
a shortage of blue cloth, we were garbed in 
gray, traditionally the uniform of the militia. 
Seeing our advancing gray-clad ranks, 
British Gen. Phineas Riall sensed victory. 
Only after we continued to press on relent-
lessly in the face of withering fire did he 
realize his mistake. “Those are not militia,” 
he exclaimed to an aide. “Those are regulars, 
by God!”

Although many of the British were 
veterans of the campaigns against Napoleon, 
we drove them from the field with heavy 
casualties. To commemorate this victory, 
West Point Superintendent Alden Partridge 
outfitted the cadet corps in that same gray 
uniform. It remains the West Point dress 
uniform to this day.

At New Orleans in 1814, I was one of 
the sharpshooting riflemen under Andrew 
Jackson who picked off British attackers 
from behind earthworks and huge bales of 
cotton. The results of the battle were stag-
gering: 2,100 British killed or wounded as 
against 13 American casualties.

Ironically, this decisive clash took 
place a month after a peace treaty had been 
signed—a treaty that ignored the issues over 
which the war had been fought. In the end, 
the War of 1812 decided nothing.

In 1846, Texas was formally annexed 
to the United States despite Mexico’s threat 
that it would mean war. Mexico declared 
war, and hostilities began along the Rio 
Grande, followed by a U.S. invasion at Vera 
Cruz. At the battle for the fortified hilltop of 

Chapultepec, the last major obstacle on the 
way to Mexico City, I was one of the U.S. 
Marines who used scaling ladders to climb 
the sheer walls of the impregnable fortress—
the source for the Marine Hymn’s reference 
to ”the halls of Montezuma.”

The war with Mexico ended in 1848 
with a treaty that transferred to the U.S. 
what are now the states of California, 
Nevada, Utah, plus most of Arizona and 
New Mexico and parts of Colorado and 
Wyoming. The U.S. paid Mexico a mere $15 
million for this vast area.

The Civil War raged from 1861 to 1865. 
The 22 Northern states comprised an agri-
cultural and industrial powerhouse capable 
of supporting a protracted war. Based on 

slave labor, the highly profitable plantation 
economy of the 11 Southern states had 
comparatively little industry, but produced 
abundant crops of tobacco, cotton and sugar, 
that were mainly sold abroad.

Election of Republican Abraham 
Lincoln in November of 1860 precipitated 
Southern secession, led by South Carolina. 
“All we ask is to be let alone,” Jefferson Davis, 
President of the Confederate States, had 
said.

“Say to the seceded states, wayward 
sisters, depart in peace,” was the mollifying 
sentiment of Winfield Scott, the fat old 
General-in-Chief the Army. It was not to be.

Brother sometimes fought against 
brother in a war of mobility and movement 
whose tides were to sweep back and forth 
across the border separating North and 
South. Of all the conflicts in American 

history, the Civil War was proportionately 
the deadliest. In four years the North and 
South, with a combined population of 32 
million, suffered casualties of 780,213 killed 
and wounded.

More Americans were killed in a single 
day at the First Battle of Bull Run than in 
four days at Tarawa in World War II. Almost 
as many Americans were killed in the three 
days of the Second Battle of Bull Run as at 
Iwo Jima, which lasted for 26 days and set a 
record for casualties.

After the carnage of the Civil War, 
America turned its attention to the winning 
of the West. I was part of an Indian-fighting 
Army that served in lonely outposts on 
the frontier. Unfortunately, in the process 

of westward expansion, a whole section of 
American ethnology was inexorably pushed 
off its lands and off the map. Forever lost 
were the culture, languages, traditions and 
history of hundreds of separate tribes.

Toward the end of the last century 
came the brief, unequal conflict with Spain, 
touched off by the explosion of the U.S. 
battleship Maine, moored in Havana harbor, 
and promoted by unscrupulous journalists 
who distorted and exaggerated the news to 
inflame war fever. Secretary of State John 
Hay had the effrontery to call it “a glorious 
little war.” It wasn’t. More combatants died 
from the effects of disease than were killed 
in battle.

When war broke out in 1914, there had 
not been a war between the major European 
powers for four decades. Called “The War 
to End All Wars,” it was touched off by the 

assassination in Bosnian Sarajevo of the heir 
to the Austro-Hungarian throne and his 
wife.

This terrorist act by a Serbian nation-
alist upset the delicate balance between the 
Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary 
and Italy) and the Triple Entente (France, 
Russia and Great Britain) all of which had 
a bewildering array of treaties guaranteeing 
the security of their partners. Italy would 
later join the Entente and was replaced in 
the Triple Alliance by Turkey.

Austria-Hungary declared war against 
Serbia. Russia ordered mobilization, where-
upon Germany declared war against Russia 
and France. Great Britain declared war 
against Germany because of its invasion of 

neutral Belgium.
Those who fought in it called it “The 

Great War,” and in many respects it was. 
Yet, despite its ambitious name, only a rela-
tively few miles of trenches and shell-pocked 
muddy ground in France and Belgium were 
being contested at any time.

It was also the last “romantic” war, with 
gallant charges by cavalry armed only with 
lances, and airmen in flimsy flying machines 
exhibiting a peculiar camaraderie that 
fighting men would never know again.

Three years of mindless conflict ground 
millions of men into nothingness in the 
mud of battlefields. In 1917, to the strains of 
“Over There,” the song written by George M. 
Cohan with which World War I will always 
be identified, the American Expeditionary 
Force set sail for Europe. A year later, more 
than a million American troops were in 

Europe. Gen. John J. Pershing promised 
it would be “Hell, Heaven or Hoboken by 
Christmas.”

Fresh American troops demonstrated 
almost superhuman persistence and gal-
lantry to turn the tide of battle in favor of the 
drained and exhausted Allies. An armistice 
was signed, ending the war on Nov. 11, 1918.

In revulsion against the tremendous 
slaughter of the war, idealists turned to dis-
armament and isolation. The U.S. Senate 
refused to ratify the Versailles Treaty or 
to join what would become an impotent 
League of Nations.

One result of World War I was 
the disappearance of four great dynas-
ties—the Hapsburgs, the Hohenzollerns, 
the Romanovs and what was left of the 
Ottoman Empire. It also broke all previous 
records for combatant and civilian casualties 
and costs among its European participants.

Interestingly, latter-day historians have 
reached a startling conclusion: Had war not 
broken out in 1914, there would have been no 
Nazi Germany and no Bolshevik Revolution 
in Russia. Very likely no Communist China 
would exist today.

Neither World War II nor the 
Holocaust would have occurred. Hitler 
would have remained a Bavarian artist 
starving in Munich. Nor would the Korean 
and the Vietnam wars have happened. 
And without the breakup of the Ottoman 
Empire, individual nations like Israel, Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Kuwait or the Gulf 
States would not have come into existence.

It is interesting to calculate the number 
of American combat deaths that would 
have been avoided had World War I not 
occurred. Here are the conflicts and the 
numbers of Americans who died: World 
War I (115,516), World War II (405,399), 
Korea (31,516), Vietnam (58,209), Gulf 
War (294), Iraq (4,488) and Afghanistan 
(2,229). Total American deaths prevented: 
617,651. Adding the astronomical numbers 
of foreign civilian and military deaths yields 
totals almost impossible to conceive.

Many of these deaths occurred in wars 
in Asia. As part of ongoing changes in 
American foreign policy, President Obama 
recently announced a “pivot” to Asia and 
away from the Middle East.

Has anybody been listening? In the 
past, three American generals—Omar 
Bradley, Douglas MacArthur and Matthew 
Ridgway—have warned about getting 
entangled in land wars on the continent of 
Asia.

I am the American veteran. Remember 
me!

Robert Scott researches and writes about local 
history. He lives in the village of Croton-on-
Hudson, N.Y.

AMERICA

I Am the American Veteran, Part Two — Remember Me?

In 1814, Gen. Winfield Scott’s well-disciplined American troops defeated the British at the Battle of Chippawa Creek in Canada. Today’s West 
Point dress uniform is an exact copy of the uniform they wore.


