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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed
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1 column2 column
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CommunitySection
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
I am already exhausted (and 
you know that doesn’t take 
much) of seeing all the polit-
ical brochures and pamphlets 
being handed out at the train 
station or arriving in the 
mail. The election isn’t until 

November… one thing I am not tired of is this 
week’s “News and Notes… ”

Looks like I will be sipping lattés sooner 
than I thought as Tazza Café is set to soon open 
at the old Perks location in Katonah. The brand 
new coffee house will have free Wi-Fi and a 
spacious seating area. I am looking forward to 
my first business meeting there…

My wife was saddened to hear that the 
Katonah Yarn store will soon close their doors 
after six years at its location on Bedford Road.

Spring is well on its way here in northern 
Westchester, and to celebrate, join the Ruth 
Keeler Memorial Library in North Salem on 
June 9th to ask any questions or share ideas 
with expert local gardeners. There is no regis-
tration and the program is free…stop by the 
library at 10 am. I’m coming up with questions 
all ready…

Here’s a fun night out, catch “Twelfth 
Night” at the Schoolhouse Theater in Croton 
Falls though June 10th.

On Sunday June 3rd you are welcome 
to come and experience a Country House 
Afternoon at the Copland House at Merestead 
in Bedford Corners. There will be a tour of the 
26-room mansion and the gardens; a luncheon 
in the Merestead dining room and drawing 
room; a concert with pianists Michael Boriskin 
and Michael Barrett in the barn, and a recep-
tion with the musicians. All proceeds from 
this event will benefit the Bedford Hills Free 
Library.

The Gallery in the Park at Ward Pound 
Ridge Reservation in Cross River is presenting 
“The Color of Light” works by White Plains 
artist and teacher Susan Stillman through June 
3rd.

If you are looking for a great way to spend 
the day outside (don’t forget your sun block), 
join Westmoreland Sanctuary’s Director for 
an exploration of the forest in search of spring’s 
babies. This event is taking place on June 2nd, 
but RSVP by June 1st, registration is free. The 
Westmoreland Sanctuary is located on 260 
Chestnut Ridge Road in Bedford, to register 
call 914-666-8448.

The good folks at Jacob Burns Film Center 
are presenting “Sounds of Summer: New Music 

Documentaries 2012,” with special guests Paul 
Simon and Joe Berlinger screening “Under 
African Skies” on Friday, June 22nd at 7:30 pm. 
Paul Simon returns to South Africa 25 years 
after his controversial visit in defiance of the 
UN cultural boycott of the African nation. That 
first visit gave birth to Simon’s groundbreaking 
album, “Graceland,” recorded with local South 
African artists. “Under African Skies” features 
plenty of fantastic music as well as interviews 
with key anti-apartheid activists of the time 
and musical legends like Quincy Jones, Harry 
Belafonte, Paul McCartney, David Byrne, and 
Peter Gabriel. Directed by Oscar-nominated 
filmmaker Joe Berlinger, the film raises tough 
issues but ultimately affirms music’s transcen-
dent power to bring people together. There 
will also be a Q&A w/Paul Simon and Joe 
Berlinger with “New York Times” critic Janet 
Maslin. Sounds very interesting, I hope Paul 
brings his guitar.

American percussionist Ian Rosenbaum 
will perform snare drum and marimba at the 
Somers Library on June 3rd, sponsored by the 
Friends of Somers Library.

There will be a Spring Garden Party and 
Plant Auction in Chappaqua on June 2nd at 
the Rocky Hills Garden on the Suhr Residence. 
The event includes cocktails, an early evening 
stroll through the garden and a silent auction 
featuring specialty and collectors’ plants. For 
more information call 845-265-2029, but don’t 
wait too long or my wife will take all the plants 
for our yard!

This event sounds interesting and fun 
at the same time…The Bedford Audubon 
Society is hosting a Bird-a-thon fundraising 
event on May 31st, where participants get 
pledges for each bird or species they identify 
during a 24-hour period. This annual fundraiser 
raises money to support habitat protection in 
the local sanctuaries, research, and educational 
programs.

We are very fortunate to have so many 
great theaters, museums and libraries up here, 
so instead of watching repeats of “American 
Idol,” head out and catch a great show right 
here in northern Westchester… see you next 
week.

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 
2008. As president he has seen rapid growth of the 
company with the signing of numerous clients. He 
resides in Bedford Hills, New York, with his wife 
Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
On May 13, 1985, 
Philadelphia, PA police 
officers and other safety 
officials moved to evict 
members of a group 
known as “MOVE” from 
their home at 6221 Osage 
Avenue in a section of 
Philadelphia inhabited 

primarily by Afro-Americans. There had 
been contentious relations between MOVE 
and authorities for almost seven years and 
neighbors in the area had complained about 
both the un-hygienic way that the group lived 
(keeping garbage in the house) and its aggres-
sive behavior. Once the city began serving 
eviction notices, it was rumored that the 
group began collecting weapons and turning 
the house into a bunker to resist any eviction.

At 5:30PM, as part of the effort to evict 
the members, a small bomb was dropped on 
the roof of the MOVE building in an attempt 
to destroy any fortifications. The resultant fire 
from the bomb caused the death of six adults 
and five children in the building as well as 
the burning down of almost an entire block 
(in 1986, a jury awarded $1.5 million to three 
MOVE survivors).

The next morning, at a press conference, 
Mayor Wilson Goode, attempting to explain 
the seemingly out-of proportion devastation, 
said that the plan had all worked well “except 
for the bomb.” Except for the bomb??? Goode 
went on to explain that the bomb was more 
powerful than expected and that the tar on the 
roof added to the combustion.

Incredulous at the mayor blaming tech-
nology for a disaster which was the result of 
a human decision, I called by oldest friend, 
Kevin Buckley, who had been Newsweek’s 
Saigon correspondent during the Vietnam 
War, to vent. After listening to me rant “Can 
you believe this guy – blaming the bomb?” Kevin 

responded “That’s not new. 
Whenever the wrong village 
was torched or there was much 
more damage than intended in 

Vietnam, if was always ‘the wind changed or “the 
napalm as stronger than it was supposed to be.”

Since then, it’s become even more preva-
lent to blame technology -- when you can’t get 
a current balance from a bank teller because 
“the computer system is down” (No! You used to 
be able to get one, albeit from the “close of business 
yesterday,” from a report or through a phone call 
before the computer system went in -- someone 
decided that it would be too expensive to retain the 
old system as a backup; it might have been a good 
choice but it was a human choice) -- a satellite 
crashed into Mars immediately after arrival 
“because of a computer error” (No! The computer 
followed instructions; it was because of a program-
ming error by a human) -- a plane crashed in 
South America with over 100 causalities due 
to a “problem with the navigational system” (No! 
It was due to incomplete testing and training of a 
user interface component) -- severe market dips 
were blamed on “program trading” as though 
a computer decided to kill the market (No! 
Actually the programs did just what they were 
supposed to but humans did not foresee that, when 
many automated trading programs said “Sell” 
at once, the market would crash -- so now when 
such a reaction starts, all program trading must be 
suspended) -- etc., etc.

As we become more and more depen-
dent on technology (even more than we are 
now), it becomes more and more impor-
tant that everyone recognizes that the vast 
amount of computer errors are due to some 
type of human error -- even when computer 
components fail, the inability for the system to 
continue to function is because some human 
decided that sufficient backup components 
were not necessary (the decision might be sound 
for economic reasons coupled with risk analysis but 
it was still a human decision).

In computer scientist James Martin’s 
2000 “After The Internet: Alien Intelligence,” 
he describes a time in which humans will 

lose control of the program code necessary to 
perform complex tasks in the most efficient 
manner. Humans will do the initial program-
ming, thoroughly test it (hopefully), and put 
it into use. The actual coding, however, will 
be done in an environment that allows the 
system to constantly monitor the performance 
and efficiency of the program and modify the 
code to provide the same results in a more 
efficient manner -- this type of programming 
is called “Adaptable Programming” or “Self-
modifying Algorithms” and Martin and 
others think that this is the wave of the future.

Such development will require supe-
rior programming skill (although tools will be 
developed at some point to simplify the process), 
extremely thorough testing, and constant 
monitoring as the system “evolves.”

While we are not there yet, we are in 
the midst of a similar debate -- whether or 
not autonomous weapons or war are a “good 
thing” or even feasible. 

As most know by now, much of US 
aerial strikes against our enemies are done 
by “drones,” unmanned airplanes controlled 
remotely by trained humans. Even with 
human control, critics say that war has become 
too much like a video game when the control-
lers do not have to see close up the human 
casualties that are caused by the strikes. The 
debate promises to become more heated as 
the government proceeds with its plan to 
use drones for domestic surveillance in the 
on-going “war against terror.”

Two recent Wall Street Journal columns, 
Jonathan Moreno’s May 11th “Robot Soldiers 
Will Be a Reality—and a Threat” and Tara 
McKelvey’s May 19th “Could We Trust Killer 
Robots?” bring us to the next level of discus-
sion -- can we take human decision-making 
out of the battle process and turn autonomous 
robot soldiers loose on the enemy (as well as, 
possibly, on civilians and on us)?

McKelvey quotes Ronald Arkin, the 
director of the Mobile Robot Lab at Georgia 
Tech, as saying “The robots will not have the 
full moral reasoning capabilities of humans but 

I believe they can -- and this is a hypothesis -- 
perform better than humans.” but also shows the 
concern of Wendell Wallach, a scholar at the 
Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics, 
who has drafted a proposal for an executive 
order for President Barack Obama that would 
set limits: “Machines should not be making ‘deci-
sions’ that result in the death of humans.”

Moreno, a professor of medical ethics and 
health policy at the University of Pennsylvania 
and a senior fellow of the Center for American 
Progress, presents arguments on both sides of 
the question of autonomous robots but, in 
conclusion, comes down with a hard “No!” 
saying “Given the obvious dangers to human 
society, fully autonomous offensive lethal weapons 
should never be permitted. And though the tech-
nical possibilities and operational practicalities 
may take decades to emerge, there is no excuse 
for not starting to develop new international 
conventions, which themselves require many years 
to craft and negotiate before they may be ratified 
by sovereign states. The next presidential admin-
istration should lead the world in taking up this 
complex but important task.”

This forceful statement, however, leaves 
many open questions -- Will the next admin-
istration see this issue as a priority? Will 
citizens be concerned enough to support any 
administrative motion on this issue? Will the 
military take an opposing position? Will other 
countries see the importance of developing 
“Geneva Convention” type agreements in this 
area? Will we be able to trust others to adhere 
to any agreements reached?

Whatever the outcome of these decisions, 
it is apparent that we must have a technology-
literate citizenry that has the knowledge to 
insist that issues such as this be thoroughly 
vetted. It is also apparent that “Civilian control 
of Technology” is just as important as “Civilian 
control of the Military.” We must demand that 
systems that affect our lives are completely 
thought out and properly tested and we must 
never accept “It Was a Computer Error” as a 
reason for failure -- someplace lurking behind 
that statement is a Human Being!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around us. 
These changers normally happen under our 
personal radar until we find that the world as 
we knew it is no more.

John F. McMullen has been involved in tech-
nology for over 40 years and has written about 
it for major publications. He may be found on 
Facebook and his current non-technical writing, a 
novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New & Collected 
Poems by johnmac the bard” are available on 
Amazon. He is a professor at Purchase College 
and has previously taught at Monroe College, 
Marist College and the New School For Social 
Research.

Blame the Technology!
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CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
If you want to be a successful 
long-term investor, you have to 
distinguish news from noise.

This has been a noisy 
month. Greek voters seemed 
to channel Nancy Reagan in 
deciding to just say no to their 

country’s creditors. Leaders of the G-8 indus-
trialized nations gathered at Camp David last 
weekend and tried to coax Angela Merkel to 
join in a chorus of “Give us growth, my Lord, 
Kumbaya.” (Sadly, when translated from 
German, her refrain sounded more like “I’m 
not paying, you clowns, Kumbaya.”) Global 
markets have suffered acute motion sickness 
for weeks. Oh, and a startup company on the 
West Coast went public on Friday.

What did we learn from this ruckus? Only 
two small facts, as far as I can tell. Fact number 
one: Facebook is worth more than Greece. 
Fact number two: The difference is not as big 
as Facebook’s IPO underwriters wanted us to 
believe.

I know it sounds facetious, but there is 
something noteworthy here.

Greece, with its tiny economy and nearly 
bankrupt treasury, has sent global markets into 
near hysteria over fears that its possible exit 
from the euro will return us to the darkest days 
of 2008, when no financial institution anywhere 
in the world seemed reliable. The yield on 
10-year U.S. Treasury bonds reached a record 
low of 1.7 percent last week, which is a sign of 
investors’ desperation to stash their money in a 
presumably safe place for a long time, even if 
their capital generates no return after inflation.

Yet with a $38 per share offering price that 
valued Facebook at more than $100 billion, 
investors who bought into the company’s initial 
public offering bet that virtually nothing can 
go wrong for the leading social network, and 
that Mark Zuckerberg can bury a one-handed 
jump shot from half-court at Madison Square 
Garden while, with the other hand, he updates 
his status.

The fact that there was no “pop” in 
Facebook’s share price after the IPO does not 
mean the offering failed. It means the under-
writers Hoovered every last dollar that was on 
the table for the most-hyped public company 
debut since Google. They got institutional 

money managers and the share-buying public 
to ante up every available nickel.

Facebook participates in the same global 
economy as every other company. If the system 
melts down for everyone else, it will melt 
down for Zuckerberg and his friends too. Had 
Facebook floated this offering in late 2008, 
when there really was a risk that financial insti-
tutions would tumble like dominoes, the IPO 
would indeed have failed; the underwriters 
would not have been able to move the stock at 
almost any price.

On some level, investors realize that the 
world economy, which has survived every 
disaster from World War II to Lehman 
Brothers, will survive Greece as well. Stock 
prices are ultimately driven by corporate earn-
ings, not by the repayment of principal on 
government debt. Consumers will still be 
eating, dressing, driving cars and going to the 
doctor next year, and in the years after that. 
They will be keeping up with their Facebook 
friends, too.

I am not trying to minimize the debt and 
deficit problems that beset countries on both 
sides of the Atlantic. The G-8 leaders, including 
President Obama, who pressed Merkel to adopt 
“pro-growth” policies, which are really “pro-
spending” policies, are disturbingly prepared 
to keep mortgaging our future to maintain the 
illusion of a more prosperous present. Merkel 
is not just insisting on fiscal honesty; she is 

using the financial squeeze in Europe to push 
for more flexible labor and business rules and 
more honest government budgeting. Hers is 
the pro-growth policy, but it is a slow approach 
that does not satisfy Obama’s political needs or 
the aspirations of Germany’s deeply indebted 
euro partners.

These are not things we just learned. 
Nothing much has changed in the last few 
weeks except the markets’ mood, as the climax 
of the Greek tragedy grows closer. May has 
been a tumultuous month, but most of the 
tumult has merely been noise. The motives 
matter less than the result. In the sweep of 
history, Obama will be credited with having 
done the right thing.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, is president of 
Palisades Hudson (www.palisadeshudson.com), a 
fee-only financial planning firm and investment 
advisor headquartered in Scarsdale, N.Y., with $1 
billion under management. It offers estate plan-
ning, insurance consulting, retirement planning, 
cross-border planning, business valuation and 
appraisal, family office and business management, 
tax preparation, and executive financial planning. 
Branch offices are in Atlanta and Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.

The Investment Portfolio
Separating News from Noise

http://www.npr.org/2012/05/19/153086327/obama-g-8-leaders-focus-on-eurozone-crisis
http://www.npr.org/2012/05/19/153086327/obama-g-8-leaders-focus-on-eurozone-crisis
http://www.palisadeshudson.com/
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

VILLAGE OF MAMARONECK, NY 
-- TheTri-State Transportation Campaign 
(TSTC) and One Region Funders’ Group 
awarded a grant of $38,500 to the Village of 
Mamaroneck to support efforts to promote 
equitable, sustainable development near the 
Mamaroneck Metro-North Railroad station.

The grant will support a Transit-Oriented 
Development Zoning Study, performed in 
partnership with the nonprofit Washingtonville 
Housing Alliance, which will involve commu-
nity meetings with local residents and property 
owners, and will result in a draft zoning ordi-
nance and form-based code that will support the 
village’s recently adopted comprehensive plan. 
The comprehensive plan calls for incentivizing 
affordable housing, providing quality public 
space, and linking the village’s retail and central 
business districts.

“The Village of Mamaroneck is taking 
bold steps to promote smart growth through 
revitalization of its downtown area surrounding 
the train station. This is good news for 

Mamaroneck and good news for 
other Westchester communities,” 
said Catherine Marsh, Executive 
Director of the Westchester 
Community Foundation, a member 
of the One Region Funders’ Group. 

“Mixed-use development 
around existing transit service is 
good for the economy, environment 
and quality of life,” said Kate Slevin, 
executive director of the Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign, a 
regional transportation policy 
and advocacy organization. “The 
Mamaroneck project is an ideal opportunity for 
successful, community-driven, transit-oriented 
development and can serve as a model for rede-
velopment statewide.” 

“The ‘Friendly Village’ of Mamaroneck 
once again is reaping the benefits of coop-
eration between its residents, not-for-profit 
organizations and business resulting in this 
grant award,” said Village of Mamaroneck 

Mayor Norman Rosenblum. “Our 
future development is a neces-
sity to keep the vitality and quality 
of life we all currently enjoy. This 
grant awarded for a zoning study 
near the Village of Mamaroneck 
Transit Hub improves our devel-
opment possibilities with the 
positive environmental goals sought 
by both the Village and Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign with 
the One Region Funders’ Group. 
Thanks to both for their guidance 
in this important step forward.”

TSTC and the One Region Funders’ 
Group received letters in support of the project 
from elected officials and civic groups including 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey, State Senator Suzi 
Oppenheimer, County Legislator Judy Myers, 
the Hispanic Resource Center of Larchmont 
and Mamaroneck, Mamaroneck Chamber of 
Commerce, and Westchester County.

The grant award marks the second year 

of the transit-centered development grant 
program. In 2009, grants from the program were 
awarded to Mount Vernon and Peekskill.

The One Region Funders’ Group is a part-
nership of private funders from Connecticut, 
New York, and New Jersey learning and working 
together to advance and support transportation 
planning and reform in the Tri-State region. 
Foundations participating in the One Region 
Funders’ Group and contributing toward this 
initiative include Fairfield County Community 
Foundation, Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, 
Long Island Community Foundation, New 
York Community Trust, Rauch Foundation, 
Surdna Foundation, Westchester Community 
Foundation, Fund for the Environment & 
Urban Life, Rockefeller Foundation, and Ford 
Foundation.

The Tri-State Transportation Campaign 
(TSTC) is a non-profit organization working 
towards a more balanced, transit-friendly and 
equitable transportation system in New York, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut.

Grant Awarded for Zoning Study near Mamaroneck Transit Hub

HEALTH

Stinkin’ Thinkin’
By GLENN SLABY

The overheard conversation 
about health and illness leads 
my brain into areas that my 
mind will not ignore - areas 
that are very uncomfortable. 
Meanwhile, radio and televi-
sion advertisements that are 

supposed to create fear, doubt, incomplete-
ness about my life and body can do just as 
they intended. This results in “normal’ thought 
patterns being interrupted with lingering, 
unwanted issues and images. Their prevalence 
is overwhelming in our various forms of media 
where there is money to be made. Routine aches 
and pains of life invoke catastrophic, cascading 
images. The brain seems to be programmed to 
think in a negative, needy way. Why it does this, I 
do not know, but it is a habit that must be broken 
and this brain retrained.

These negative judgments are instanta-
neous and seemingly automatic. For some, these 
thoughts might be similar to the perceptions of 
failing an exam before the test is given. I was not 
even aware, until recently, of how ‘black or white’ 
they were or how frequent negative reflections 
occur. Finding a root cause is not important. 
Awareness of them is primary and the first step 
to freeing the mind.

The processing of these thoughts 
implies “what if ” scenarios, with negative 
outcomes. These internal conversations occur 

throughout the day, almost continuously. 
Internal conversations are normal; however, 
the degree, frequency and their unhealthy 
perspective are not. Many through AA 
programs are familiar with the term “Stinkin’ 
Thinkin”. Web sites such as the huffingtonpost.
com, joy2meu.com, and psychcentral.com give 
very good explanations of the various types 
dysfunctional thought processes.

Some of the most common terms and 
explanations for these types are:

Black or White, All or nothing thinking. There 
is nothing in the middle, no half points, only 
absolutes. Something is viewed as totally nega-
tive. A mistake means I’m no good, defective. 
(Very rarely is an event or thing totally positive.)

Magical thinking, jumping to conclusions. 
While the term magical might imply something 
positive, the brain will conjure up automatic 
negative situations arising from certain events. 
In addition an individual may try preventing 
unhealthy occurrences by doing things in 
threes. Besides, these may lead into negative 
self-fulfilling prophecies. Fortune-telling is not 
in our human make-up. We’re given the gift of 
free-will, not the gift of prophecy.

Negative mental filters. Discounting the good 
and focusing on that minor fraction that doesn’t 
perform to an impossible perfection. Letting 
that one negative comment destroy all the good 
that was accomplished; or focusing on what we 
don’t possess, and not on what we have.

Supporting self-inferiority. When 
doing something in a positive, constructive, 
enabling way, you ignore it, holding on to the 

non-substantial, unconfirmed negative belief 
that you are no good and unworthy of anything. 
The positives you have achieved you consider 
minor, without worth or value, just like the self.

Should and should haves. These words and 
similar expressions and statements do not belong 
to any culture or language, unless that culture is 
based upon over achieving, greed and self-grat-
itude. “Should” and words such as “could have”, 
“have to”, seem to disavow, eliminate the human 
element of God’s gift of free will by having one 
perform like a machine without the responsible 
freedom of choice inherit in us. Mistakes, adjust-
ments and corrections are part of us and part of 
our spiritual development. They enable us to 
grow.

Emotional Reasoning. Having negative 
emotional feelings become the foundation for 
what you believe you are. “I feel like a failure, so I 
must be one”. We must remember, what we feel 
is not what we are – fantastic individuals with 
both spiritual and physical planes made by God 
in God’s image.

Magnification or as Psychcentral.com calls 
it “The Binocular Trick”. As fear and emotion 
gain control, exaggeration becomes very easy 
as we view problems to be larger than they are 
and admirable qualities to be smaller and less 
significant.

Overgeneralization. Seeing a pattern where 
one does not exist, Believing mishaps/mistakes 
are directly related to external events. “Every 
time it rains, I have a bad day at work”. Also, 
implying the terms ‘always’ and ‘never’ to deeds 
that are supposed failures.

Self-labeling. Viewing the mistakes we make 
and flaws we have, as being your complete self, 
then attaching a label such as, “I am stupid” or “I 
must be an idiot” to your self identity. Negatively 
identify with our unsuccessful dealings and 
actions. “I fail, therefore I am stupid.”

Personalization and blame. Blaming 
ourselves for events that are steps removed 
from ones action or inaction, thereby bringing 
us down to a level God has not intended. For 
example, blaming yourself for choices made by a 
grown child or subordinate.

I did not know if these negative thinking 
processes arise out of cultural influences or from 
something inherent in humans. A social anthro-
pologist may have an answer, but whatever the 
cultural, social pattern or genetic relationship 
cause, our human nature seems to feed upon this 
style of false thinking and functioning.

“To change faulty thinking patterns, we 
must first recognize that they are irrational ways 
of thinking that don’t work well for us in the 
long run.” Through understanding the types of 
stinking’ thinkin’, we can see our insecurities, our 
inferiority, our doubt and lack of faith. With the 
proper assistance and encouragement we may 
live a fuller life, even with mental illness. We can 
move, leaning forward, towards a life of learning, 
acceptance, trust and Letting go, letting God.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A former 
account with an MBA, Glenn suffers from mental 
illness. He writes part-time and works at the New 
Rochelle Public Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital 
in Harrison, New York, where he receives therapy.

http://huffingtonpost.com/
http://huffingtonpost.com/
http://joy2meu.com/
http://www.psychcentral.com
http://Psychcentral.com/
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

HERITAGE

Mario Toglia presented a lecture in Tuckahoe, 
New York, on Wednesday, May 23, 2012. Mr. 
Toglia is a member of the Calitri American 
Cultural Group, which seeks to preserve the 
history of the immigrants from their ancestral 
town, Calitri (in the province of Avellino, Italy). 
He discussed how he had started with his own 
family history, before taking on the family stories 
of other Calitrani immigrants and their various 
towns of settlement, especially in Westchester 
County. Mr. Toglia has devoted more than 
a decade to immigrant history and research 
and is the author of a book published in 2007 
They Came By Ship: The Stories of the Calitrani 
Immigrants in America (Xlibris publisher). This 
work is almost exclusively dedicated to the 
personal experiences relating to the community’s 
mass immigration to America.

Mr. Toglia discussed the lives of many 
Calitrani immigrants who were affected by the 

times in which they lived. Giovanni DeCecca, 
an Italian translator for The Watchtower, was 
arrested for subversion because his organization, 
the International Bible Students, had advo-
cated pacifism during World War I. Giuseppe 
Cubelli, a Connecticut state senator, started the 
first aircraft manufacturing company in New 
England in the late 1920s. His fledging company 
and his plans for the first Bridgeport-Buenos 
Aires flight collapsed with the crash of 1929. 
Professor Vito Toglia, a Harvard University 
graduate, was an English language teacher at 
a camp for laborers building Kensico Dam in 
1912. He quickly learned about the power of big 
business when he was let go after he made inqui-
ries about the accidental death of a 12-year-old 
Italian worker killed on the site. 

 Mr. Toglia is in the process of completing 

work on a second book relating to the Calitrani-
American experience to be published before 
the end of 2012. With the help of the world-
wide computer network, he has captured the 
essence of a transplanted Italian community and 
preserved it for future generations. His closing 
comments urged other ethnic groups to take 
the time to record their ancestral history. “You’d 
be surprised at what you discover,“ he said, “and 
your descendants will thank you for linking 
them to their past.”

A resident of Long Island, Mr. Toglia is a 
retired NYC school teacher and is active in the 
Italian Genealogical Group and other Italian 
community societies that promote culture and 
history. 

Mario Toglia Conducts a Lecture About the Calitrani Community in America

 HISTORY

By ROBERT SCOTT
1797, the first state prison 
opened in New York City. 
Although officially named the 
State Prison of the City of New 
York, it was more commonly 
known as Newgate, after an 
infamous prison in London.

From its opening, it was plagued with thorny 
problems. Built to house 432 inmates in 54 
eight-person cells, it soon became overcrowded, 
dirty and violent. Women made up about 20 
percent of Newgate’s prisoner population.

So common were riots and jailbreaks, the 
city formed a special squad of armed watchmen 

to patrol the neighborhood around the prison at 
night.

In 1824, a state commission recommended 
abandoning Newgate and building a larger 
prison farther from New York City, the source 
of most prisoners. The legislature appropriated 
$20,100 to buy the 130-acre Silver Mine Farm 
near the village of Sing Sing on which to build 
the new prison.

Elam Lynds, warden of the state prison at 
Auburn, was selected to set up the prison at Sing 

Sing. A strict disciplinarian, Lynds had devel-
oped the harsh Auburn system. Arriving from 
the upstate prison with one hundred convicts, 
he found himself “without a place to receive or 
a wall to enclose them.”

After erecting temporary barracks, a cook 
house, and carpenter and blacksmith shops, 
they leveled the steep hillside on which to erect 
the first cell block. Under the twin disciplines 
of silence and the whip, prisoners cut the gray-
white dolomitic limestone in a nearby quarry by 
day and slept in tents at night.

Working 11-hour days as stone masons, 
carpenters and painters, the inmates literally built 
their own penitentiary. By the winter of 1826, 

60 of the proposed 800 cells were completed. 
Modeled after Auburn’s north wing, this first cell 
block would grow to be 476 feet long, 44 feet 
wide, and four tiers high. Each cell was seven 
feet deep, three feet three inches wide, and six 
feet seven inches high.

The first cell block was completed by 
October of 1828. With Sing Sing officially 
open, male inmates were transferred upriver 
from Newgate. (This historic building still 
stands within the prison walls and can be seen 
from Metro-North trains. An empty shell, it 
was gutted by fire on February 5, 1984, during 
a snowstorm.)

On May 29, 1831, French visitors Alexis de 

Tocqueville and Gustave de Beaumont packed 
their bags in New York City and headed north 
to Sing Sing, where they found lodging at a 
large house not far from Main Street. This was 
the country home of James Smith, a New York 
lawyer. Still standing on State Street, it would 
later become part of the Printex Building.

Early Days at Sing Sing, 2:
Studying a Society and Its Prisons 

Alexis de Tocqueville.

Gustave de Beaumont.

Continued on page 8

Mario Toglia spoke about the Calitrani Community.
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The idyllic Hudson was “covered with sails; 
it penetrates to the north and disappears between 
high blue mountains,” he noted. Arising at five 
each morning, they took a short walk; after 
breakfast at 8:30, another walk. In the evening 
at seven, they went swimming in the Hudson, 
where Tocqueville taught Beaumont to swim.

Shortly after arriving in Sing Sing, 
Tocqueville described it in a letter to his father 
as “a town of 1000 to 1200 souls that has been 
rendered famous by its prison, the largest in the 
United States.”

“We have come here with the intention of 
examining it from top to bottom; we have already 
been here a week, and we experience a well-being 
you cannot conceive. The extreme agitation in which 
we were obliged to live in New York, the number of 
visits we had to make and receive each day began to 
weary us a little.

“Here we have the best employed and most 
peaceful existence. We live with a very decent 
American family that holds us in great consideration. 
We have made the acquaintance in the village of 
several persons whom we go to see when we are free.”
Sing Sing Prison

Turning their attention to the prison, 
Tocqueville and Beaumont pursued their inves-
tigation. Elam Lynds was gone, and the pair 
asked questions of new warden Robert Wiltse 
on every aspect of the prison: its administra-
tion, the keepers’ salaries, what food was served, 
what work was done, how many floggings were 
administered. The latter number turned out to be 

five or six a day.
They pored over archival records, examined 

architectural plans, poked into every corner, and 
quizzed everyone they could find. They even 
sat in classes at the prison school and attended 
Sunday religious services. They were amazed to 
discover that 34 keepers controlled hundreds of 
convicts. The prisoners were “free” during the 
day. They wore no chains and no walls kept them 
in, yet no one tried to escape.

Tocqueville’s diary entry for May 30, 1831, 
reads:

“We have seen 250 prisoners working under 
a shed cutting stone. These men, subjected to a 
very special surveillance, had all committed acts 
of violence indicating a dangerous character. Each 
. . . had a stone cutter’s axe. Three unarmed guards 
walked up and down in the shed. Their eyes were in 
continuous agitation.”

After a week of prison visits, Tocqueville 

decided he would not recommend the Sing Sing 
system. Beaumont wrote to his mother that he, 
too, was surprised:

“So many inmates were all around the unfin-
ished cell block, unrestrained by chains and all 
engaged in hard labor, and yet, despite the absence 
of a wall (a few guards were stationed around the 
perimeter), they labor assiduously at the hardest 
tasks. Nothing is rarer than an escape. That appears 
so unbe lievable one sees the fact a long time without 
being able to explain it.”

Nevertheless, Tocqueville saw portents of 
trouble:

“The system at Sing-Sing seems in some sense 
like the steamboats the Americans use so much. 
Nothing is more comfortable, quick, and--in a 
word--perfect in the ordinary run of things. But if 
some bit of apparatus goes out of order, the boat, the 
passengers and the cargo fly into the air.”

In their subsequent report, the two 
Frenchmen concluded ominously:

“One cannot see the prison of Sing-Sing and 
the system of labor which is there estab lished without 
being struck by astonishment and fear. Although 
the discipline is perfect, one feels it rests on a fragile 
foundation.

“The safety of the keepers is constantly menaced. 
In the presence of such dangers, avoided with such 
skill but with difficulty, it seems to us impossible not 
to fear some sort of catastrophe in the future.”
American Idiosyncrasies

 The two French visitors were also intensely 
interested in every aspect of America life: the 
structure of its free society, politics and the court 
system, its vast geography, and its cruel treatment 
of Indians.

Tocqueville described a state dinner in their 
honor as representing “the infancy of art: the 
vegetables and fish before the meat, the oysters 
for dessert. In a word, complete barbarism.”

Commenting on Americans’ attitude 
toward nobility, he wrote, “In this republican 
country they are a thousand times fonder of 
nobility, of titles, of crosses, and of all the incon-
sequential distinctions of Europe than we are in 
France.”

In a letter home, Beaumont described the 
peculiar tendency of American women to break 
into song:

“They haven’t the taste for it, it’s only a 
matter of fashion; they sing in a screamingly 
funny way. There is in their throat a certain 
gentle cooing that has a particular character that 
I could never render, but which has nothing in 
common with the laws of harmony. If one says 
to them, ‘You sing wonderfully,’ they reply with 
rare ingenuousness, ‘It’s very true.’

“They study piano for three months, then 
they play without the least reluctance, admit-
ting always with good grace they are mad about 
music and they have a real talent.

“What’s more, this love of praise crops up 
everywhere with the Americans, and one could 
never praise them enough to satisfy them.”

On June 7th, Tocqueville and Beaumont 
returned to New York City by steamboat, stop-
ping briefly at Greenburgh (an alternate name 
for Tarrytown, according to Washington Irving). 
They remained in the city until June 30th, when 
they took a sloop to Yonkers, starting their epic 
journey across the breadth of America.

Tocqueville and Beaumont later investigated 
penitentiaries at Auburn, N.Y., Charlestown, 
Mass., Wethersfield, Conn., Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington. At Philadelphia’s 
Eastern State Penitentiary, they took the unusual 
step of interviewing each prisoner.
The Aftermath

By the time they returned to France in June 
of 1832, Toqueville and Beaumont had become 
ardent admirers of America’s democratic insti-
tutions. Tocqueville found himself unable to 
concentrate on writing their joint report on 
prisons. In the end, that task fell to Beaumont, 
who is listed as the principle author. Tocqueville’s 
contribution was limited to the statistical notes 
in an appendix.

Du Système Pénitentiaire aux États-Unis, 
et de Son Application en France appeared in 1833 
and influenced prison reform and the science of 
penology. In it, the authors urged France to copy 
one of the two American penitentiary systems.

Translated into English by Francis Lieber 
and published in Philadelphia in 1833, On the 
Penitentiary System in the United States and Its 
Application in France remains the single best 
study and description of the two contrasting 
American penitentiary systems of the 19th 
century.

Tocqueville’s failure to contribute much to 
the prison report is understandable. His eyes 
were on distant horizons of memory. And he 
was turning over in his mind the treasure trove 
of information he had gathered about the larger 
themes of American society and institutions.

Two years later he would publish the first 
volume of his remarkable two-volume Democracy 
in America, today regarded as one of the great 
books of the western world. But the story of that 
enduring work will have to wait for another day.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and 
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, 
New York.

 HISTORY

Early Days at Sing Sing
Continued from page 7

In Time  
By NAJAH MUHAMMAD
Oh Time
With time
Healing sings like wind chimes Blown in the light wind
Piercing and mellow
 Soothed by stinging 
Sometimes with an unannounced “Hello”

Though strife will strike us with its staggering dart
In time
The wise will see thine sublime art
Time will allow Darkness to be revealed from within man’s heart
Lest your transgressors cause you and peace to part
But each time Time tells us a secret we are blessed with a companion essential to a new start
Time again

We must be thankful and recognize such beauty
A gift so divine
Time
Dear, dear friend of mine

Najah Muhammad is a 17-year-old senior in high school. She plans to attend college next year majoring 
in communications. 

 NAJAH’S CORNER
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We’ve grown accustomed to Jon Cleary’s tasty 
New Orleans sounds, but on “Occapella!” he 
takes a new turn, not because this disc doesn’t 
have that Crescent City vibe, but because he 
chose to cover another Big Easy treasure; Allen 
Toussaint. This recording is the soon to be fifty 
year old Cleary’s sixth overall, co-produced by 
John Porter, and it’s a jewel, even though it’s 
relatively short- clocking in at less than forty 
minutes.

“Let’s Get On Down” starts the festivities 
with vocal support from ex-employer Bonnie 
Raitt, plus Dr. John. The title track is a hoot and 
needless to say is performed without instru-
mental support. The reggae tinged “Poor Boy 
Got To Move” is also tasty with strong vocals 
from Cleary, and sounds like it was recorded on 

a street corner in Jamaica. Special guest Walter 
“Wolfman” Washington adds his vocals (but no 
guitar) on the classic “Everything I Do Gonh 
Be Funky,” it’s quirky with odd syncopations, 
and delightful. “Southern Nights” is rearranged 
masterfully, it’s very soft and gorgeous, even 
a bit haunting, and works well amongst this 
carefully handpicked collection of Toussaint 
tunes. The grunge sounds on “Viva La Money” 
are simmering and oh so very funky. Cleary 
emanates Aaron Neville’s voice on the doo-wop 
flavored “Wrong Number,” and it’s another 
sugary rendering. “Popcorn Pop Pop” is so cool, 
as another doo-wop like track that’s not only 
humorous, but it’s also mesmerizing and memo-
rable. My first recollction of “What Do You 
Want the Girl To Do” was from Lowell George’s 

one and only solo recording “Thanks I’ll 
Eat it Here” but this take is very different, 
it’s tender, tasteful and exceedingly soulful, 
Cleary’s vocals are also on the spot (again) 
as well. “When the Party’s Over” is another 
charmer that has that outdoor summer 
song feel, making you want to sing along 
with, perhaps like you might had done 
with the Rascals “Groovin’.” I’m Gone” 
percolates funky with a charming second-line 
groove. The closing “Fortune Teller” rounds out 
“Occapella!” instrumentally, with a somewhat 
long piano introduction from Cleary that even-
tually honky-tonks, and meanders all around. It’s 
a fitting closing touch on what is one heck of a 
stunning recording. 

Noteworthy is the fact that Cleary played 

most of the instruments on “Occapella!” And he 
pulls it off! Additionally impressive is the reality 
that Cleary’s vocals shine throughout. This is a 
wonderful tribute that turned out to be far more 
than expected, so much so: I am certain Mr. 
Toussaint would approve, rightfully so. Do enjoy.

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Jon Cleary Occapella! 

MUSIC

PLEASANTVILLE, NY -- Members of the 
local community who are looking for ways to 
support talented, young adults will have the chance 
to do so on June 3rd when Jazz Elite, along with 
world acclaimed Trombonist Wycliffe Gordon, 
participate in the Jacob Burns Film Center’s 
“Women in Jazz” film and concert performance.

The event will take place on June 3, 2012, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the film center, located at 364 
Manville Road, in Pleasantville. Attendees will 
first listen to the smooth and excitable sounds 
of Jazz Elite, a group of young, advanced-level 
musicians from Westchester County, conducted 
by female Conductor Iantheia Calhoun. Then, 

they will watch The Girls in the Band, an inspiring 
documentary film,.

The Girls in the Band, is a new film documen-
tary tracing the lively history of women in jazz, 
from the novelty acts of the 1930s and 1940s 
through greats like Mary Lou Williams and 
Marian McPartland, to today’s stars, such as 2011 
Grammy winner Esperanza Spalding. Jazz Elite 
will perform some songs dedicated to women 
who have made an impression in music, and 
young ladies will be featured during the perfor-
mance, two vocalists, a trombonist and pianist.

Not only will the event shine a light on 
female musicians from the past to present, it will 

Westchester’s Jazz Elite and Trombonist WyCliffe Gordon to Take Center

Continued on page 10

http://www.SoundsofBlue.com


Page 10 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MAY 31 2012

also help raise money for Jazz Elite, a group that 
relies on outside funds to keep the program going, 
according to Calhoun. “This event is so special 
because it really focuses on women who have 
made a difference in music. We are so honored to 
have been asked to perform!” Calhoun said. “We 
ask that everyone come and show their support 
for women in jazz and show their support for our 
young people in Jazz Elite.”

Founded in 2003, Jazz Elite is a sponsored 
program by Fractured Atlas, a non-profit arts 
service organization. Donations on behalf of Jazz 
Elite may be accomplished on the group’s online 
website: www.jazzelite.org.

Young adults throughout the Tri-State area 
are encouraged to inquire about joining Jazz Elite. 
The program is currently looking for young musi-
cians (6th – 12th grade male and female students) 
for their upcoming 2012-2013 school year 
programs. For more information about registra-
tion or to make a donation to Jazz Elite, contact 
Artistic Director Iantheia Calhoun at 914-462-
2669 or Mgmt@JazzElite.org.

Admission to the “Women in Jazz” event 
on June 3 is $15 for Jacob Burns Film Center 
members and students, and $20 for non-
members. To order tickets, call 914-414-8278.

The students of Jazz Elite attend various 
schools, including Woodlands High School, 
Ardsley High School, Ardsley Middle School, 
Beacon High School, Cooper Beech Middle 
School, Blind Brook High School, Edgemont 
High School, Elizabeth Irwin High School, 
Foxlane Middle School, Good Counsel 
Academy, Hackley School, Harrison High 
School, Horace Greeley High School, Iona 
Prep, Kennedy Catholic High School, Lakeland 
High School, Mamaroneck High School, New 
Rochelle High School, Ossining High School, 
Professional Children’s School, Rye Neck High 
School, Scarsdale High School, Sleepy Hollow 
High School, Yorktown Middle School, John Jay 
High School, Westlake High School, Woodlands 
Middle High School, Yorktown Middle School, 
Yorktown High School College Mentors from 
Westchester Community College, Purchase 
College, The Juilliard School, and Manhattan 
College also participate.

Continued from page 9

MUSIC PEOPLE

Westchester’s Jazz Elite and Trombonist WyCliffe Gordon to Take Center Hudson River Community Association Scholarship Dinner

Some of the participants in last week’s annual Hudson River Community Scholarship Dinner.

PEOPLE

By RICH MONETTI
On Thursday, May 24, 2012, Maria 
Regina High School gathered 
to pay tribute to their outgoing 
Principal Sister Danielle Marie 
Baron. The all-girl Catholic high 
school did so proudly, not only in 
the presence of faculty, students 

and parents, but afforded Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan space at the podium and pulpit.

If any sadness lurked beneath all the smiles, 
Cardinal Dolan quickly dispensed of it as he 
joyfully burst upon the welcome of youthful 
admiration. Grasping hands and exhibiting joy 
and pride, he employed his signature sense of 
humor to off put any anxiety among the faithful. 
“Some of them have nicer crosses than me,” he 
noted, referring to the crucifixes worn by many of 
the Maria Regina students.

Expressing gratitude for the invitation to 
mark the affair, Cardinal Dolan admitted visiting 
the great Catholic schools across New York State 
is what he likes most about his job and respon-
sibilities. Maria Regina also got the nod at being 
the best of such schools, that is, if all in attendance 
afforded him the promise of confidentiality over 
his claim. “Don’t

tell the other Catholic schools I said that,” he 
quipped.

Nonetheless, the punch line stood up strong 
in wake of the legacy Maria Regina has built over 
more than 60 years. “Catholic hospitals, schools 
and

institutions,” he said, “your alumni are 
everywhere.”

Twenty-six-years on the job as principal, 

“Sister Danielle’s service and essence provided the 
needed segue to get to the affair at hand. Someone 
who radiates the life, joy and hope of Jesus Christ,” 
Cardinal Dolan said, “You’re the icon of every-
thing good about Maria Regina.”

Cardinal Dolan also deferred to another 
notable exception – just slightly above the sister’s 
pay grade – for clarification on what makes Maria 
Regina something to celebrate. “Maria Regina – 
Mary the mother of Jesus,” he said, “she reigns; 
she’s in charge and the person most responsible 
for the success of this school.”

Cardinal Dolan continued by noting how 
proud he was to be with Sister Danielle, the 
students, faculty, and of course, Jesus Christ and 
Mother Mary. But as Sister Danielle took the 
podium, she made sure her first duty as a nun and 
educator took precedence over everything else. 
“You were late today Cardinal and you’re getting 

detention,” she said, chastising his Eminence to 
the delight of those in attendance.

Sr. Danielle’s one punch line turned out to 
be no fluke, especially in keeping pace with the 
personable and jovial man of the cloth. “If I ever 
had a boy named Timothy in the back with a 
twinkle in the eye like our Cardinal,” she quipped, 
“I always kept an extra eye on him,” she said, 
gaining the upper hand in the studied banter.

Sr Danielle then presented Cardinal Dolan 
with a bouquet of flowers to bring the mood 
back to the side of sincerity and reverence. “Please 
accept the beauty of these flowers as a sign of who 
we are, and know that our door is always open,” 
she said.

After presenting a loaf of homemade bread 
to honor the cardinal’s love and presence in Maria 
Regina’s home, Sr Danielle turned the discus-
sion to Teresa of Avila. “How do you get to know 

God?” she asked, relaying a question that was once 
posed to the church’s first woman doctor.

“You meet him in your friends; and Timothy 
Dolan, you are our friend – the face of Christ, and 
we love you,” she declared.

Taking the revelation to the next step, the 
good doctor once offered wisdom on how ordi-
nary Catholics could become saints. “Receive, 
receive, receive,” relayed Sr Danielle.

Meaning, she explained, “if we’re attuned to 
the face of Jesus Christ in everyone and we open 
up to receive the beauty of each person, the love 
and the power we gain makes us unstoppable.”

“Then, it’s a matter of ‘Thank you, thank you, 
thank you’ to others,” she added.

With that, she closed the celebration staing, 
“For 26-years you have been the face of God for 
me and I’ve been receiving, receiving, receiving; so 
thank you, thank you, thank you,” concluded Sr 
Danielle.

His eminence, Cardinal Dolan seconded 
the sentiment. “We have received so much at this 
mass and our love and prayers go with you,” he 
said before leaving the stage.

Afterwards, the Cardinal Dolan shared his 
hope the sister could serve as an inspiration for 
other young women to embark on a career of 
Catholic service like their principal. Nonetheless, 
he’s certain the sister’s future will be well looked 
after by a knowing guardian angel, but he could 
not resist ending the day as it began – with 
laughter. “It will be a full time job,” he concluded 
happily.
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance 
writer in Westchester since 2003. Peruse his work at 
www. rmonetti.blogspot.com.

Cardinal Dolan is received by Maria Regina Students and Sister Danielle Marie Baron.

Cardinal Dolan Pays Tribute to Principal Sr. Danielle Marie Baron of Maria Regina High School

http://www.jazzelite.org/
tel:914-462-2669
tel:914-462-2669
mailto:Mgmt@JazzElite.org
tel:914-414-8278
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Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
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Yorktown EconoWash

2018 Crompond Rd. (Rear) Yorktown Hts.
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POLICE

MOUNT VERNON, NY -- A thirty-five-
year-old Mount Vernon female resident was 
arraigned this past Friday, May 25, 2012, on 

Prostitution charges after soliciting sex for 
money from an undercover Mount Vernon 
Police Detective.
“Neighborhood residents have a right in 
complaining about this kind of activity”, said 
Mayor Ernest D. Davis. “We’re going to crack 
down hard on quality of life offenders until 
they get it that we won’t tolerate this kind of 
activity in Mount Vernon”.

Detectives, acting on complaints from 
area residents regarding prostitution activity 
established surveillance in the area of Vista 
Place and W. 1st Street. After observing 
potential prostitution activity an undercover 
detective was deployed as a potential customer.

Jameelah Proffet of 55 Sheridan Ave. 
approached the undercover detective and 
offered to perform a sexual act in exchange for 
money. Proffet was arrested at the scene and 
charged with Prostitution.

By GAIL FARRELLY
No, NOT on Twitter. In 
person!

Here’s the scoop. A lost pet 
parakeet in Japan was recently 
brought home when he was 
able to “tell” (well actually tweet) 
police where he lived.

A happy ending! But it turns out that was 
just the beginning. A reporter who has recently 
interviewed (in bird talk, of course!) a group of 
birds has discovered that the lost parakeet’s act 
has inspired a number of amazing consequences 
in the bird community. 

Some parakeets have chosen to learn, not 
their own addresses, but, instead, the addresses 
of more upscale dwellings. As one chirped, “If I 
find myself lost, I’m not going back to the same 
old dump. I’m definitely upgrading and learning 
a fancier address. I’m headed out to the richer 
part of town.”

There’s a rumor that even Big Bird is in the 

market for better lodgings than the ones he’s 
enjoyed on Sesame Street for so long. “Find me 
a new pad, and I’m outta here,” he has report-
edly said.

Some parakeets have told the reporter that, 
if lost, they would like to be brought back to 
their old address, but they are planning on tech-
nology to get them there. As one said, “I won’t 
be wasting my voice; I’ll just get on Twitter and 
tweet hello and help me to the world. No problem, 
as long as I know my address.”

And, in a most surprising development, 
U. S. presidential candidate Mitt Romney was 
caught on videotape trying to teach his pet 
parakeet what he hopes will be his new address: 
“White House.” Unfortunately, though, the 
parakeet wasn’t buying it. Instead of listening, he 
just kept chirping.

Or laughing.

Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Authors: 
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/ on the 
Internet.

 THE SPOOF

Lost Parakeet Tweets His Home 
Address, Starts Trend

Mount Vernon Woman Arrested on 
Charge of Prostitution

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS

Welcome to another edition 
of “Sports Scene,” where we 
take a look at the great sports 
action here in Westchester 
County…

Here’s a fun event and 
for a good cause… the 3rd 
annual “Reach For The Sky 
Basketball Tournament,” is 

calling all men, women, boys and girls to join us 
on the court on June 2-3 at Reynolds Field in 
Hastings-on-Hudson. The tournament is open 
to the entire community for a weekend of fun 
honoring the life of Skylar Sonn Tancredi. All 
proceeds will help fund the four annual awards 
given to two Farragut Middle School students 
and two Hastings High School students as well 
as to support the on-going athletic needs of the 
Hastings community that were so important to 
Sky.

Congratulations go out to Rye Brook’s Brad 
Benson who has just signed a national letter of 
intent to play football at Bentley College.

The Iona Prep Junior 4-plus crew team took 
first place at the state rowing championships in 
Saratoga Springs, nice work guys…

In Girls lax results, Class B semi-finals saw 
Fox Lane beating Scarsdale 17 to 6, Sammy Jo 
Tracy and Lexi Cannon each had 5 goals for the 

victorious Foxes. Claudia Hammerstein fired in 
six goals to lead Byram Hills to an upset victory 
over Irvington 16-6 in Class C semifinals.

On the boys side, in Class C quarterfinal 
action, it was Pleasantville beating Kennedy 15 
to 6, Brendan Halloran scored four goals for the 
winners, and Byram Hills got by Pelham by the 
final tally of 8-6, Charlie Murphy had 3 goals 
and 2 assists for BH.

On the softball diamond, Yorktown shutout 
North Salem 5 to 0, Ashley Robinson struck 
out 11 for the win and the Fox Lane Foxes 
hammered Croton-Harmon 15 to 0, Christie 
Lombardi went 4 for 4 and had a homerun, 
double and drove in 3 runs. 

Turning to golf, Horace Mann just got by 
Hackley 209 to 214 at Sunningdale Country 
Club while the Edgemont girls “drove” by 
Harrison 299 to 344 at the Westchester Country 
Club.

Over on the tennis courts, Poly Prep 
defeated Hackley 3 to 2.

Here are the results from the Westchester 
County Track and Field Championships, led by 
Robbi Rogers who won the girls 200, Mount 
Vernon took the Class A title. Somers’ Maria 
Gorecki finished first in the race walk (now 
that’s my style of race) as Somers took home 
the Class B title and Bronxville captured Class 
C honors.

In Westchester college sports news, Our 
friend Fox Lane graduate Jessica Van Galen 

 SPORTSSCENE
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George Weinbaum
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received second-team all-conference honors for 
the softball team at Manhattanville College, 
the regular-season champions in the Freedom 
Conference. Jessica belted out a team-leading 
nine home runs and 15 extra-base hits. Her 
parents must be beaming…

Mercy men’s lacrosse players T.J. DiCarlo, 
Mike Munch and Mike Marzocca were named 
second team All-ECC, way to go guys.

Besides the joy of running up and down a 
soccer field with your friends engaging in the 
wonderful cardiovascular exercise that is soccer 
plus the excitement of mastering control over a 
soccer ball, here are just a couple of reasons why 
children and teenagers choose to play in the 
Eastern New York Youth Soccer Association 
(ENYYSA). ENYYSA is the parent organiza-
tion of the Westchester Youth Soccer League 
(WYSL). ENYYSA exists to promote and 
enhance the game of soccer for children and 
teenagers between the ages of 5 and 19 years 
old, and to encourage the healthy development 
of youth players, coaches, referees and admin-
istrators. All levels of soccer are offered––from 
intramural, travel team and premier players as 
well as Special Children. No child who wants to 
play soccer is turned away. Cool stuff; keep up 
the great work…

Three cheers and congratulations to White 
Plains High School graduate and my classmate 
at Syracuse University former Washington 
Redskin wide receiver Art Monk as he has been 
selected to the College Football Hall of Fame... 
way to go Art!

Please don’t forget check out my friend Eli 
Manning as he once again will host the 35th 
Annual Golf Classic for Guiding Eyes For The 
Blind to be held June 12th at Mount Kisco and 
Fairview Country Clubs, give them a call for 
more information 914-243-2208.

Good luck to all our area spring sports 
teams as they head into sectional play… see you 
next week.

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch of 
MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008. 
As president he has seen rapid growth of the company 
with the signing of numerous clients. He resides in 
Bedford Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

 SPORTSSCENE

Sports Scene
Continued from page 11 By JOHN SIMON

The late Simon Gray’s “The 
Common Pursuit” (1984) 
is one of the finest modern 
plays in the English—and, I 
wager, any other—language. 
With a mere six onstage, and 
a few more offstage, characters, 

Gray manages to tell the story of youthful ideals 
largely subverted as friendships teeter, betrayal 
and death impinge, undeserving ones succeed 
even as dedicated ones are kicked in the teeth.

But wisdom and manifoldness are only 

part of the play’s strengths. The succinct yet 
penetrating characterizations are another part, 
and the brilliant blend of comedy and drama 
yet another. Moreover, Gray’s language knows 
how to meld the everyday with the eccentric, 
the poetic and the prosaic, the hilarious and the 
heartbreaking.

The play begins with six Cambridge 
University undergraduates forming plans for a 
magazine, “The Common Pursuit,” named for 
a collection of essays by Professor F. R. Leavis, 
also a distinguished critic and magazine editor. 
Prime mover is Stuart, a literature student, 
abetted by his sexy girlfriend, Marigold. There is 
also Martin, not a writer, but wealthy and keen 
on publishing, to handle the finances. Humphry 
will contribute poetry and philosophy. Peter, a 
history student, womanizer, and manipulator. 
will provide historic biographies. Finally, Nick, a 
great comic screw-up, smoker and cougher and 
cynical wit, is headed for a career in criticism, and 
will prove the biggest success of all as a drama 
critic.

From the college years, we go abruptly to 

nine years later, with the magazine 
under Stuart and Martin an egghead 
success, but financially struggling. 
Three years later, assisted by Stuart, 

Martin heads a book-publishing house leaning 
toward commercialism. A few years later, there 
are shattering revelations. Finally, an ironic 
epilogue takes over where the opening scene 
broke off, its idealism now a tragic joke in view 
of what ensued.

Gray’s mastery has us empathetically 
hanging on every little twist of fate, elegantly 
chronicling the profoundly illogical vagaries of 
life, the gallows humor and ache of existence, 
problems of tragic homosexuality and adulterous 
comical philandering, plus one painful one, inci-
sively included.

Moises Kaufman has deftly directed on 
Derek McLane’s flexible and evocative sets, 
aptly lighted by David Lander. There are impec-
cable performances from Kristen Bush, Kieran 
Campion, Josh Cooke, Jacob Fishel, Tim 
McGeever and Lucas Near-Verbrugghe, all 
Americans coached by Deborah Hecht to sound 
solidly British. Completing the Anglicization 
are Chris Ramos’s costumes, but if ever a play 
was universal, hitting us where we live, “The 

Common Pursuit” is incontestably it.
What with the mainstream theater progres-

sively forced into weird corners, where is the 
would-be avant-garde to go? Apparently into 
broadly winking nonsense and more or less 
artfully constructed subliteracy.

That is what “Cock” by Britisher Mike 
Bartlett sure enough is. It won the 2010 Olivier 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in an 
Affiliate Theatre,” whatever that may be. Why, 
in any case, should a flagrantly cocky, funda-
mentally anti-literate play win accolades of any 

Jacob Fishel as Martin, Tim McGeever as 
Humphry, Josh Cooke as Stuart, Lucas Near-
Verbrugghe as Nick in The Common Pursuit.

Kristen Bush as Marigold and Josh Cooke 
as Stuart in The Common Pursuit.

Jacob Fishel as Martin, Josh Cooke as Stuart, Lucas Near-Verbrugghe as Nick, Kieran Campion 
as Peter, Kristen Bush as Marigold and Tim McGeever as Humphry in The Common Pursuit.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

From Both Extremes
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kind? But “Cock” is a critical and audience smash 
on both sides of the Atlantic, with awards and 
productions pouring on Bartlett’s oeuvre.

As for me, after both watching the play and 
trying to read the script, I find it a cock-and-
bull story, or, more precisely, a cock, bull and 
cow triangle affair. John, the protagonist, has to 
choose whether to go on gay with M (Man) 
or straight with W (Woman), who fight over 
possession, with F (Father of M) brought in to 
complete the cock-up.

More interesting to me is The New York 
Times’s refusal to print “Cock” in the ads, even 

with “The Cockfight Play” as subtitle, making 
sure the reference is not to penis. Miriam 
Buether, the set designer, has converted the 
Duke on 42nd Street into a cockfight pit and 
arena built from plywood, provided with seating 
on skimpy cushions. In the small pit, there are no 
furnishings, props, or roosters, with such things 
as sex and dinner barely mimed.

The characters tend either to circle one 
another in ever tighter circles, or face each other 
either from as far or as close as possible, even up 
to a prolonged kiss standing in for copulation.

We get brief, often aurally spastic, scenes 
in rapid succession or punctuated with a prize-
fight-like bell, as well as ponderous pauses. The 
dialogue is generally flat, heavy on common-
places, sentence fragments, inane repetitions, and 

frequent shouts. Here and there a line is faintly 
amusing, but the audience laughs up everything, 
finding it hysterically funny.

John and M have been lovers for some time, 
albeit with a strong undercurrent of hostility. W, 
a young woman whose path has been crossing 
John’s, finally accosts him and promptly beds 
him, thereupon plumping for marriage and 
children. John crouches or grovels center stage 
between M and W, unable to choose, and the 
play ends with M repeatedly begging him for a 
“Yes.” “Say it!” he supplicates over and over, up to 
the shaggy-dog conclusion.

Though the actors—Cory Michael Smith, 
Jason Butler Harner, Amanda Quaid and 
Cotter Smith—do their utmost under James 
Macdonald’s tricky direction, poppycock remains 

poppycock, rave reviews notwithstanding.

Photos by Broadway.com Staff, courtesy of www.
Broadway.com.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson 
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review,New York Magazine, Opera News, 
Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com
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 LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

By BARBARA BARTON SLOANE
She’s breathtaking – sophis-
ticated, desirable, and best of 
all, completely accessible. The 
moment I laid eyes on her 
I knew I was looking at the 
brightest star in Hollywood. Of 
what do I speak? None other 

than the fabulous Westin Diplomat Resort 
& Spa located in the heart of this city. Not 
glamorous, world-renowned, celebrity-filled 
Tinseltown but Hollywood Florida – a jolt of 
uber-luxury in a somewhat unexpected place. 
Who knew?

Towering 39 stories above the Atlantic 
Ocean, situated on beachfront property with 
views of the ocean or Intracoastal Waterway, 
this is the “new” Diplomat Hotel whose name 
is synonymous with the famous, storied hotel of 

yesterday.
When it opened in 1958, the hotel filled a 

cultural void between Miami Beach and Fort 
Lauderdale. Bing Crosby, Maurice Chevalier, 
Xavier Cugat, Milton Berle, Danny Thomas – 
these name acts and many more appeared here 
regularly. In fact, Lawrence Welk filmed his 
first TV show from this property – and Harry 
Truman, as well as every U.S. president since 
1974, has passed through its doors.

It Was a Blast
In April, 1998, dynamite was used to 

implode the historic hotel which marked the 
beginning of a new era for The Diplomat. When 
it reopened in 2002 with 1,058 guestrooms, 
it was the tallest and most expensive building 
in Broward County. Crystal chandeliers and 
tapestries have been replaced by art deco curves, 

hand-cut marble, granite, and chic restaurants 
and nighttime venues. Sinatra, Sammy Davis, 
Jr. and other members of the Rat Pack may no 
longer walk the halls but George H.W. Bush, Bill 
Clinton, Shaquille O’Neal, and Jerry Seinfeld 
are just a few of the celebs and politicians who’ve 
been welcomed here and – lucky day – the hotel 
is eagerly waiting to welcome you, too!

Ambassadorial Ambience
A momentous surprise awaited me when I 

entered the hotel lobby with its bold architecture 
and gleaming art deco lines. A soaring atrium 
with towering palm trees and the lush sound 
of a cascading waterfall surrounded me and in 
the air, a sense of sophistication and grace, not to 
mention the subtle aroma of the hotel’s signature 
fragrance, White Tea. Seeing my room further 
knocked my socks ... er...flip flops off. It was 
state-of-the-art modern with a laid-back feel. 
There was a special Diplomat “Heavenly Bed,” 
and a large, inviting terrace that overlooked the 

Facade of The Westin Diplomat Resort & Spa.

The Beach at the Diplomat Hotel.

Hollywood’s Brightest Star
The Westin Diplomat Resort & Spa
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property’s exotic gardens, pools and of course, 
the azure ocean. With approximately 1,000 
employees (called Ambassadors) who seem 
always to be nearby when you need them, “Don’t 
Worry, Be Happy” is the name of the game.

An Array of Fun Activities Awaits
The Diplomat has a lush Joe Lee-designed 

18-hole golf course with an additional 60 rooms 
at the golf location; there are 200,000 sq. ft. of 
convention and catering space, a 30,000 sq. ft. 
full-service spa, a Westin Kids Club, a tennis 
center, 4 ballrooms and 7 fabulous dining 
venues, all under the capable supervision of 
Executive Chef David Hackett. Renowned 
for the unparalleled beauty of its weddings, the 
Westin Diplomat is the recipient of the presti-
gious Bride’s Choice Award for ceremony and 
reception locations. One has the assistance of a 
wedding specialist to customize every picture-
perfect and memorable detail, and – most 
important – couples benefit from the expertise 
of Executive Pastry Chef Henry Martignano 
who creates, in-house, fantastical and deli-
cious wedding cakes. During my stay, I had the 
singular pleasure of meeting Chef Martignano 

and tasting three of his most popular creations. 
He and his team develop three-dimensional 
cakes on the computer and can show the couple 
exactly what their cake will look like. The Chef 
tells me, “I love making pastry because of the 

creativity and discipline. It’s physics and chem-
istry when sugar and water and chocolate come 
together.” It’s magic too - I know. This combo 
of ingredients has, all too often, consumed my 
thoughts. He goes on to unabashedly say: “Here, 

we can create anything.” I’m a believer.

A Well-Guarded Secret
Hollywood, Florida, a mere 11 miles from 

the Fort Lauderdale Airport, is a classic beach 
town that has been enchanting visitors since 
the 1920s. It features a one-of-a-kind ocean-
front promenade called the Hollywood Beach 
Broadwalk that stretches nearly two and a half 
miles along the Atlantic, and has been named by 
Travel + Leisure as one of America’s Best Beach 
Boardwalks. However, the ultimate draw of 
this city is now and forever shall be The Westin 
Diplomat Resort & Spa. Hollywood, Florida: 
once more, all together now: Who Knew? Plan 
to visit soon, let one of its Ambassadors cater to 
your every need, and allow yourself to laze in the 
lap of Diplomat’s splendid luxury.

If You Go:
www.diplomatresort.com
www.hollywoodfl.org

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane is constantly 
globe-hopping to share her unique experiences with 
our readers; from the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty 
/ Fashion Editor she keeps us informed on the capri-
cious and engaging fashion and beauty scene.

Cabanas at Dusk.
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Hollywood’s Brightest Star

HOUSING LITIGATION

By ABBY LUBY
Jim and Susan Datri purchased 
their apartment in 2001 from the 
River Ridge co-op in a complex 
known as The River House, 
that sits on a hill overlooking 
the City of Peekskill and the 
Hudson River and is referred to 

as “A resort-style Co-op Residence in Historic 
Hudson Valley” on The River House website.

The Datri’s troubles started in 2008 over a 
misunderstanding about their monthly payment 
and confusion over whether payment was 
accomplished electronically or by check. The 
bank showed the amount was deducted from 
Datri’s account, but the management, Hudson 
North, and board, River Ridge Owners Corp., 
claimed they never received the payment. 
Months of accusatory dialogue ensued by both 
parties. The Datris claimed they submitted a 
check to make up for “lost” payment; the board 
and management said they never received the 
check.

Mounting late fees for the assumed unpaid 
balance were tacked on to the Datri’s monthly 
statement. After a year and a half, Susan Datri 
personally delivered a check to replace the 
“missing” maintenance payment; the check did 
not include accrued late fees. At that time, late 
fees were about 10% of the amount in contention 

and accrued each month. Jim Datri, who is in his 
70’s and in poor health, resides on Long Island. 
His wife, Susan, lives and works in the Peekskill 
area a few days a week.

For nearly three years the embattled issue 
escalated; rhetoric becoming increasingly hostile 
by all the protagonists. The board engaged their 
attorney, James Glatthaar, of Bleakley Platt 
& Schmidt, in White Plains, New York, to 
begin eviction proceedings against the Datris. 
Glatthaar’s fees would eventually come to be 
charged back to the Datris. 

When the Datris announced their bid to 
run for seats on the board, the board voted to 
charge the Datris legal fees the board incurred 
when trying to collect late fees. When the board 

threatened to file legal action against the Datris, 
they withdrew their names from the ballot. 
Shortly after that, the Datris decided to pay late 
fees and legal fees.

In July, 2011, still believing the fees he paid 
were erroneous levied and unwarranted, Datri 
filed a claim at Peekskill’s Small Claims Court 
for some $250 in late fees and $1000 in legal 

fees. A week later, all 220 River House resi-
dents received a divisive letter from the River 
Ridge Owners Corp. citing a “disturbing trend” 
of tenants who were suing the corporation. In 
the July 15, 2011, letter from the River Ridge 
Board, the board informed the residents they 
had been sued eleven times over the past five 

River Ridge Complex.

The River House in Historic Peekskill.  It started with a misplaced maintenance 
check four years ago and ended up as a multi-person lawsuit.

Embattled Peekskill Co-op
A Lose-Lose All Around

Continued on page 15
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years: “a small group with questionable motives 
has been suing, or threatening to sue, the River 
House and its Board in Small Claims Court on 
frivolous grounds.” The board, whose president is 
Nicholas Corbi, blamed the residents who were 
suing for wasting River House funds to defend 
the claims.

Residents started to take sides. Counter 
suits were threatened as was the revocation of 
the Datri’s parking spot - essential for tenants, 
since the complex is located atop a steep hill, 
with public parking a good distance away. At 
that time, the board was grappling with their 

own financial woes, including $50,000 in main-
tenance arrears. According to their March 16, 
2011, letter, the board asked residents to “compel 
those that owe the Corporation money to pay 
their fair share.”

After the Datris, as plaintiffs, filed in Small 
Claims court, there was a voluminous paper 
trail of letters, subpoenas and motions. River 
Ridge attorney Glatthaar moved to dismiss 
Datris’ claims on several counts, one being 
that the claim involved about 11 River Ridge 
Boardmembers who were listed as defendants. 
Adding to the complication was the fact that the 
Small Claims Court computer system can only 
handle a maximum of about five defendants for 
a single case. Glatthaar filed substantial prelimi-
nary papers citing reasons to dismiss Datri’s 

case. According to court papers signed by Judge 
Thomas Langan, all of Glatthaar’s motions to 
dismiss were denied.

The Datris represented themselves and 
appeared in court five times before Judge Langan 
and once in Langan’s chambers when the judge 
advised them to settle, an offer Datri refused. 
In his March 6, 2012, decision, Judge Langan 
ruled that the Board refund $243 to the Datris 
for interest fees, but the Datris’ claim for legal fee 
reimbursement was denied. “What started off as 
simple human error, Hudson North’s failure to 
deposit the plaintiffs’ December 2008 mainte-
nance payment, escalated into an unreasonable 
set of demands by the plaintiffs,” Langan said 
in his nine-page decision. Langan seemed to 
side with the co-op board, stating that “Clearly, 

for the plaintiffs, this was not about the unpaid 
maintenance, but a melodrama and an opportu-
nity to battle with the defendants over unrelated 
matters.”

What was never addressed was the issue of 
legal fees incurred fover the Datri case. Currently, 
Datri’s maintenance bill reflects some $15,000 in 
legal fees for his Small Claims Court case.
Photos by Abby Luby and courtesy of Abby Luby 
Photo.
Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, 
“Nuclear Romance” was recently published. Visit the 
book’s website, http://nuclearromance.word-press.
com/.

Embattled Peekskill Co-op
Continued from page 14

By ABBY LUBY
Lewis Cohen, owner of the 
long established New Rochelle 
clothing store, I.B. Cohen, is a 
spritely man of 81 whose soft, 
gravely voice deftly waltzes 
through the last 125 years of his 
family’s history. For Cohen, the 

store is a familial touch stone, a link to his grand-
father, Israel Ben Cohen, who immigrated from 
Lithuania and landed in Mamaroneck where 
he opened his first men’s clothing store in 1888. 

Today, the I.B. Cohen store is one of the oldest 
surviving retailers on New Rochelle’s Main 
Street where three generations of owners have 
witnessed wars along with tumultuous urban 
change.   

“We moved into this building in 1940,” says 
Cohen, pulling out a large black tome entitled 
“The History of Westchester.” He points out 
several pictures of buildings owned by his family, 

each one a story that marks the evolution of the 
family and of their business. Famous I.B. Cohen 
customers have included Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig and Norman Rockwell; a few Rockwell 
prints dot the store walls. Cohen glibly recounts 
how Gehrig brought fine silk back from Japan 
and requested Cohen’s father Nat to make into 
suits. The price quoted the famed baseball player 
was a grand sum of $32, but the suit actually cost 
$36. “My father still charged Gehrig the original 
price,” he says, indicating how salesmanship was 
the pride of the family and how selling was in 

their blood. 
When World War II was declared, Cohen’s 

father got a permit to sell soldier uniforms. 
During the war they continued to get shipments 
from England but a shipment of Burberry suits 
never made it. “It was destroyed when the ship 
was hit,” says Cohen, pointing to a framed 
letter from the British navy tersely explaining 

the shipped was downed. When he was in 
the U.S. Air Force, Cohen served in Pakistan 
in the 1950’s to oversee the new transitional 
government. Pictures in his museum-like office 
include a group picture of his unit together with 

a Pakistani unit. Years later, a Pakistani woman 
happened by his New Rochelle store. “She spoke 
Urdu. One thing led to another and it turned out 
that her husband, who I didn’t know, was in that 
same picture standing just a few feet away from 

I.B. Cohen store owner Lewis Cohen.

Iconic New Rochelle Clothier of Main Street



Discombobulated
By FRANK MATHEIS
Peetie delivers sandwiches to a porn movie set 
every day. There is this fluff girl named Candy. 
Everyday they chat small talk as he brings the 
food and sodas. Her real name is Maria, she 
once confided. She’s a cute, petite little thing. 
Black hair dyed blonde. This time he asks her 
why she wants to do a job like that. She looks 
away.

That night he tells his brother, Seamus, 
that she is a true fallen angel. The devil made 
her have sex for a job, you should see her, she 
is like Magdalena, he goes. Seamus says, oh 
no, no, no, she is not the kind of girl you want 
to marry. Peetie says he is sure she is Catholic, 
maybe Puerto Rican. She always wears a 
golden cross and, you know, who would do 
that? She is so cute. He knows she wants to 
be rescued, he tells Seamus. Nobody would 
need to know. After Confession it would all 
be forgiven.

Seamus says that if he brings a Puerto 
Rican whore home, mama will kill him for 
sure.

That night, Peetie is tossing and turning 
in his bed, bathed in cold sweats, screaming 
out tormented wails.

The next day he goes back for a delivery 
and sees her so-called manager, Manny, hit her 
outside their trailer on the film set. Her face 
is bruised. He clenches his fist, but waits for a 
chance to talk to her alone. Come with me, let 
me take you away from this, I love you, we can 
go to my parents home. I’ll go back to school, 
he pleads. She doesn’t answer and just looks at 
him, puffing smoke rings into the air.

The next day he returns again for his 
round, and she is smoking a cigarette outside 
in the lot, looking at her own tattoo. He tells 
her again that he loves her, to come away with 
him. Her eyes set on fire and she screams, 
Manny, get this fucking asshole out of here. 
Manny and a bouncer run over and rough him 
out the gate.

When he gets back to the deli his boss 
tells him he can never go back there. They 
called and cancelled the deli’s account and said 
if they ever saw him there again, they would 
call the police. I still love her, though, Peetie 
says to his boss, swinging his arm in the air, 
She’s going to be my wife. You just wait and 
see.

Discombobulated
By DENNIS SHEEHAN
Society today is in a state of confusion. The 
traditional roles of men and women have been 
obliterated without any particular roles estab-
lished to replace them. Parenthood is obliquely 
defined as “having children”, not “raising chil-
dren”. Sex has replaced baseball as a national 
pastime; promiscuity is now a way of life, and 
not to be looked down on.

Homosexuality is no longer a deviate 
lifestyle, it’s an alternative lifestyle. Marriage 
is no longer between a man and a woman, 
the new meaning of marriage appears to be 
up for grabs. A woman who stays at home 
and brings up her children is not “working”. 
Anyone working in a menial job is considered 
an underachiever unless they’re in a union 
in which case they deserve more rights than 
anyone else While “workers “can demand 

rights, employers don’t seem to have any.
Adhering to one’s religious beliefs is 

frowned upon and should never be practiced 
in public, unless you’re a Muslim, in which case, 
the city will close streets on a Friday afternoon 
so you can pray. No longer is a Christmas tree 
a holiday decoration, it’s a violation of some 
atheist’s rights and may no longer be placed 
in any public place. The Ten Commandments 
may no longer be displayed in public. Priests 
have to report their actions on a daily basis 
or be taxed on the income they receive as a 
religious person. Rabbis, Priests, and Pastors 
are no longer allowed to espouse their beliefs 
about abortion, contraception or illicit sexual 
behavior as these things have become political 
and no longer moral issues.

Selfish achievement has replaced pride in 
one’s accomplishments, advancement is not 
dependent on achievement, it has become an 
entitlement. Pride in one’s work is frowned 
upon; pride in one’s Nation is only accom-
plished by being politically correct. One should 
be proud of being a homosexual, a recovering 
drug addict or an atheist. One should not be 
proud of being hard working, moral, hetero-
sexual, married, or believe in God.

Working hard, achieving goals, and 
becoming financially successful is no longer 
something to be proud of, it only makes those 
who have not worked hard and achieved their 
goals feel bad. It is now believed that if you are 
more successful than others you should give 
what you have worked for to them for they 
have nothing. It is my observation that love, 
sex, children, religion, morality, marriage, sanc-
tity of life, hard work, success, achievement, 
selflessness, family, independence, and respect 
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As a detective, in the UK, 
Paul Anthony served 
with Cumbria CID, the 
Regional Crime Squad in 
Manchester, the Special 
Branch, the anti terrorist branch 
and other national agencies in London 
and elsewhere. He uses his personal 
experiences to write fiction regarding 
crime thrillers, murder mystery, 
espionage, terrorism, political intrigue 
and the interplay of human relationships

A mother of three who 
works fifty miles from home 
and writes in her ”spare 
time” Krystal’s debut 
novel “Wilde’s Fire” has 
been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012

Dennis Sheehan resides 
in Westchester with his 
wife, four children and 
four grandchildren. 
He has traveled 
extensively and has worked 
in China, Russia and South America and 
Africa. His first novel Purchased Power 
has been a huge success and his second 
thriller; Green to Red will be out soon. He 
is a regular guest on Westchester on the 
Level with Hezi Aris. 

Frank Matheis is a writer  
who resides in Pawling,  
New York. He has published 
more than four-hundred  
music and political news- 
paper articles, and six short stories.  
He was three times short listed for the Fish 
Short Story prize in Ireland. Besides his 
day job as international marketing director 
for a green technology company, Curtis 
Instruments, he is active in radio producing 
and Roots & Blues musicology, including 
as publisher of www.thecountryblues.com

Bibiana Huang Matheis 
is a professional fine art 
photographer with a 
studio in Pawling, New 
York. Her work has 
been published internationally 
and she regularly exhibits nationwide. 
She studied at the Corcoran School of Art 
and the Maryland College of Art & Design. 
www.bibiphoto.com
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Nancy B. Brewer is an 
award winning author, 
storyteller and poetess. 
She is known for her 
soft southern style and 
passion for weaving historically 
accurate stories, such as: ”Carolina Rain” 
and ”Beyond Sandy Ridge”

Nancy B. Brewer
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Bob Weir is retired from the  
New York City Police  
Department after 20 years of  
patrol, plainclothes assign- 
ments, supervision and seminar train-
ing. Bob is the author of 7 published  
books: City to Die For; Murder in Black and  
White; Ruthie’s Kids; Powers That Be; 
Deadly to Love; Short Stories of Life and  
Death; and Out of Sight.  His books can be  
purchased at Amazon.com and other In-
ternet booksellers.

http://www.thewriterscollection.com/author/frank-matheis/
http://www.thewriterscollection.com/author/dennis-sheehan/
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Stephen Woodfin is an 
attorney/author who has 
written five legal thrillers. 
He blogs on Venture 
Galleries (http://venturegalleries.
com/author/stephenwoodfin )
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to work as a policeman. 
My career ended after 
a 2nd stroke so I took up 
painting. Now, after a 3rd stroke, I 
write!

Jack Durish was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, in 
1943. He is a soldier and a 
sailor, a decorated veteran 
of Vietnam, a husband, 
father, and grandfather. Jack is the 
author of Rebels on the Mountain, available 
at all eBook retailers, and a blogger at 
JackDurish.com, TheWritersCollection.com, 
and VentureGalleries.com.
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(http://venturegalleries.com/author/stephenwoodfin ) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 At 30, I had a massive stroke. 18 months later, I returned to work as a 

policeman. My career ended after a 2nd stroke so I took up painting. Now, 

after a 3rd stroke, I write! 

Frank Matheis is a writer who resides in Pawling, New 

York. He has published more than four-hundred music 

and political newspaper articles, and six short stories. 

He was three times short listed for the Fish Short 

Story prize in Ireland. Besides his day job as 

international marketing director for a green technology 

company, Curtis Instruments, he is active in radio 

producing and Roots & Blues musicology, including as 

publisher of www.thecountryblues.com 

 
 

 

 

Bibiana Huang Matheis is a professional 

fine art photographer with a studio in 

Pawling, New York. Her work has been 

published internationally and she regularly 

exhibits nationwide. She studied at the 

Corcoran School of Art and the Maryland 

College of Art & 
Design. www.bibiphoto.com 

 

 

 

 

S. Martin Friedman has been a photographer and 

printmaker for more than 50 years. During that time he 

has earned three degrees in art, including a Master’s 

Degree in Photography and a Post Graduate Degree in 

Graphics. He has also taught art on the secondary and 

college levels, and operated his own Gallery and 

Framing operation in Westchester County, New York. 

His artwork has sold in Galleries throughout the world 

and has been seen in numerous shows and 

Museums and private collections. When, in the 70’s he 

Dennis Sheehan

S. Martin Friedman

Stephen Woodfin

Philip Catshill

Jack Durish

Caleb Pirtle, III C.C. Cole
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operated his own Atelier he did master printing for artists such as LeRoy 

Neiman and Salvador Dali. 

He now specializes in landscape, nature and panoramic images. 

 

 

 

C.C.Cole is a Dark Fantasy writer from 

rural Mississippi who lives in the suburbs 

with her family.  Besides writing, other 

interests include medieval and 20th 

century history, martial arts, and adopted 

greyhounds. 

C.C.Cole is a Dark Fantasy 
writer from rural Mississippi 
who lives in the suburbs with 
her family. Besides writing, 
other interests include 
medieval and 20th century history, 
martial arts, and adopted greyhounds. 

Caleb Pirtle III is the author 
of more than 55 published 
books, the screenwriter for 
three made for TV movies, 
and a former travel editor 
of Southern Living Magazine

have been either redefined or replaced. The 
current belief seems to be that apathy, indif-
ference, immorality, selfishness, dependence, 
religious intolerance, deviancy, depravity, and 
civil disregard seem to be the forces driving 
our society. With these observations in mind, 
I have come to the conclusion that the state of 
humanity is discombobulated.

Discombobulated About Life
By BOB WEIR
There’s an air of contentment surrounding 
me. I feel warm, well fed, and comfortable in 
a sea of fluid. The light thumping inside my 
form is the only perceptible sound in my tiny 
universe. I don’t know how I got here or what 
forces operated to create me, but I sense I’m 
experiencing the beginning of an existence. 
The silent nurturing from my host fills me 
with profound affection and gratitude, for she 
is the reason for my being. My senses are being 
carefully engineered and programmed by the 
genetic forebears of my host. While confined 
in this sensory deprivation chamber, I am 
aware of a higher stimulus level. I am in tune 
with the feelings and emotions of my host 
mother. When her mood changes from happy 
to sad, I feel intermittent waves of hostile fluid 
brushing up against my membrane-covered 
compartment. Having no defense against this 
murky sea of discontent, I merely wait for it 
to pass and hope it doesn’t turn my mother 
against me. Instinctively, I realize that I’m a 
burden to her. I have swollen her body with 
my presence and forced her to endure many 
uncomfortable, sleepless nights. Sometimes, I 
can feel ripples in my atmosphere as my host 
wretches her nourishment in bursts. When 

she’s happy, my world is calm and secure, and 
my future is assured. Then comes the fears, the 
doubts, the uncertainties and I know my being 
is threatened.

At times, she’s not sure if she wants me; 
if she wants the responsibility of having me; 
if she wants to bring me into the world. She 
feels confused, discombobulated and fearful 
of a decision that will have a profound impact 
on her life. These are the most difficult times 
for me because I have no power to influence 
her, no power to stop her. The natural forces 
around me are operating efficiently to escort 
me to a new dimension of reality. But in order 
to get there, I need her love and commit-
ment. Although I can sense her affection, I 
also know of her ambivalence. She’s trying to 
decide if she should let me live or end my short 
existence with a medical procedure. Cutting 
through the thin sac that houses me will stop 
the process of my birth and relegate me to 
the status of a human waste product. Every 
fiber of my tiny body tells me I am more than 
that. There must be a reason for each life to be 
created. What do I do to persuade my mother 
to spare me? How do I make her understand 
that I want to be born? It’s difficult to imagine 
that she would destroy me because I’m incon-
venient for her right now. It isn’t my fault if I 
was created unintentionally. The fact is I have 
been created, so why not fulfill the term of my 
development?

After I’ve drawn my first breath of air, 
if she decides she doesn’t want me, she can 
give me to someone who can help me grow. 
Whether she keeps me or not, I will always 
be indebted to her for giving me life. We will 
always be connected on some level. Whether 

it’s physical or spiritual, she will have created 
a part of herself that no one else can claim as 
theirs. Yes, my mother, you alone have control 
of my destiny. Only you can decide whether I 
will have my chance at life. What I sense from 
you is fear and insecurity. You blame me for 
those emotions and you want to erase them 
by erasing me. But in your heart you know 
you will never be able to forget the bond we’ve 
forged since you felt my presence growing 
within you. Please be there for me now, and 
I promise to be there for you until the end of 
my days. I will make something of my life if 
only to prove that I deserved to be born and 
that you made the right decision in staying 
the course. Please, my mother, don’t remove 
me like you would excise a wart or a tumor. 
I am so much more than an unsightly growth 
on the hide of an animal. Like you, I am the 
creation of a higher power. I have a will to live 
and a love to give. Grant me the right to be 
born, and I will never give you cause to regret 
your decision. But if you should decide to rid 
yourself of me, I’ll still love you for the brief 
span of time you allowed. Yet, in some other 
existence, I’ll always wonder, as will you, what 
I could have achieved it given a chance at life.

A different topic is addressed weekly on www.
TheWritersCollection.com. Each participant 
author, as well, as guest bloggers, are encouraged to 
write on the chosen topic. The intriguing aspect of 
each of their efforts is that by infusing their specific 
mood and / or genre, we can better appreciate the 
complexity, frivolity, or seriousness of the issue 
they are challenged to distill for all our readers to 
celebrate, critique, or be cajoled to delve in the joy 
of writing.

http://www.thewriterscollection.com/author/bob-weir/
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me. What a small world.”  
Over several decades the Cohen’s have 

befriended customers from far and wide. Former 
New Rochelle high school alumni who moved 
out of the area frequently made special trips to 
the store. “They are amazed to see us. They say 
‘Are you still here?’” 

History dominates nooks and crannies off 
the selling floor. Large, hard bound books are 
pulled out from drawers, some hold a decade 
of the newspaper pages with the store’s illus-
trated advertisements. A sprawling 9000 square 
foot basement is a collector’s paradise; vintage 
clothing sits on racks amidst a diverse assort-
ment from anything to an 81 year old wicker 
baby pram to a ornamental leather Italian golf 
bag. Cohen runs his hand over old show cases. 

“These are solidly built.”  Cohen pulls out a pair 
of silk socks expertly made in the 1950’s. “We 
used to sell these for $1. You can’t get this kind 
of quality now.”

The store is warm, inviting, and stretches 
back to include women’s and men’s clothing. 
Cases are comfortably spaced on a floor of 
dark green, battleship linoleum. Sturdy, glass  
cases with special racks that swivel out and 
thick, sturdy wood trim are redolent of quality 
construction years ago. Cohen rotates several 
layers of Hickey Freeman suits out from the 
case that affords a customer a view of the full 
line. Visual spaciousness in the large store makes 
it easy to check out some 5000 suits, assorted 
shirts, ties, and women’s dresses.  Cohen suggests 
that the fashion world has changed and clothes 

today reflect people’s new expectations of what 
they wear.  “People don’t have to dress up as 
much. Used to be that people would buy for 
summer and winter. Today, fabrics are made to 

be used throughout the year.” 
In the last 60 years, Cohen has seen New 

Rochelle transform from a close community to 
an urban city.  “People used to live their lives in 
one spot. They went to college close by, went to 
the same church or synagogue. Now the families 
are all over the place.” He remembers when there 
were about 15 to 20 stores that exclusively sold 
men’s clothing. “Today, we’re the only one here 
in the business. You would grow old with your 
customers and then they would return.”

Photos by Abby Luby and courtesy of Abby Luby 
Photo.

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, 
“Nuclear Romance” was recently published. Visit the 
book’s website, http://nuclearromance.word- press.
com/.

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
914-630-1928

By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

ADVERT ISEMENT

ADVERT ISEMENT

BUSINESS

Iconic New Rochelle Clothier of Main Street

I.B. Cohen advertisement from the 1950’s.

BOOKS

By BOB MARRONE
The period between my breaking 
away from Marianne, on 
through my marriage, and up 
to the birth of my daughter was 
filled with obligations, distrac-
tions and revolving priorities. I 
was in charge of client services 

for two regions of the country in the world’s 
largest brokerage firm; still in the heart of my 
serious hockey playing days and dealing with 
the issues associated with that; had accepted the 
position of coach for my company’s industrial 
league basketball team; and, obviously, I was in 
the midst of planning my wedding. 
Looking back now, knowing what followed 
several months later, the downward spiral I was 
on is clear to me. And what is still astounding to 

me, as well, is how I could obsess on a problem 
at the same time that I avoided it. My commit-
ments, as well as extra -curricular activities, 
served as great displacements for the turmoil 
that was percolating inside me. As for the “activi-
ties,” It was and is not uncommon for a young 
man in his early twenties to spend a good deal 
of time partying, and I was no different. I would 
often have a “fun” commitment on five or more 
nights a week. With the basketball team we 
always went out drinking after games and prac-
tices. On Wall Street in those days, it became a 
regular Friday night ritual to go out and have a 
few drinks.

I never became a problem drinker, fortu-
nately, as I did not like it that much, my stomach 
did not like it and I was allergic to most beers 
and wines. Nonetheless, I got my buzz from it 

and have my stories to tell. But, I preferred mari-
juana, at least for the short time that I tried it. 
It gave me a dreamy feeling, did not upset my 
stomach and never left me incapacitated. It did, 
however, serve to unmask some emotional issues 
that were precursors to my emotional collapse in 
April of 1975.

Before I explain what occurred I want to 
extend a sincere and heartfelt warning. If you 
are suffering from depression that is not yet 
under control, and are prone to hypochondria, 
do not read what follows. I am not trying to be 
dramatic, but this is one of those things that can 
become frighteningly self-fulfilling, if you are so 
inclined. Talk to your doctor about it first. 

As I noted, I had begun to prefer marijuana 
over alcohol as my social intoxicant. Funny, I did 
it with a different group of people than the ones 

I drank with which led to more nights partying 
than I should have engaged; just something to 
be kept in mind in the overall scheme of things.

The first signs that my “smoking” was 
revealing a problem were subtle and scary. On 
several nights, while walking home from a 
friend’s house after smoking, out of nowhere, I 
would react as if someone came out from a dark 
corner and yelled BOO! However, there was no 
one there and I did not hear anything. It was 
an effect without a cause, a reaction without a 
provocation. Physically it was akin to the reac-
tion you have when you jump in a cold body of 
water; think the uncontrolled gasp and a start. 
These little episodes were often accompanied by 
the visual sense that the lights went off and on, as 
if someone leaned against a light switch. 

Another odd reaction would occur when I 

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter 38 – Smoke Before Fire

Continued on page 19
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GET ABSOLUTELY  
FLOORED!

Floor Covering Auction! Huge Savings $$$
1800NewFloors.com

GovernmentSection
By CARLOS GONZALEZ

ALBANY, NY -- Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo addressed a meeting 
of the State Democratic 
Committee on Thursday, May 
24, 2012, at which he vowed to 
“elect Democrats in every office 
all across this state,” arguing 

that his accomplishments as governor offered 
a necessary blueprint for candidates running in 
local races this year.

“The greatest accomplishment of all, my 
friends, is not about the individual issues,” Mr. 
Cuomo said. “At the end of the day, after 18 
months, people believe in state government once 
again.”

But he conspicuously did not mention if 
his support for Democrats extended to those 
running for the State Senate. Speaking to 
reporters after the speech, Mr. Cuomo refused to 
discuss control of the Senate, too.

“We’ll discuss political decisions in the 
political season, but we’re now in the government 

season and we’re trying to get government bills 
passed,” he said. “So let’s keep the conversation 
about government.”

Asked why he had come to a party event if 
he did not want to discuss politics, Mr. Cuomo 
responded, “We had a political speech; I’m now 
stopping the political speech and we’re going to 
talk about government.”

The failure of Cuomo to make mention of 
Senate Democrats is due to volatility within its’ 
Democratic Conference and Cuomo is not fan 
of its’ Democratic leader, Senator John Sampson 
(D-Brooklyn). 

Now, insiders have confirmed an organized 
effort to overthrow Senator Sampson. They do 
not have the votes to replace Sampson today, but 
they believe his days are numbered. 

“It’s virtually impossible for John Sampson 
to be elected to another term as leader,” said a 
high ranking member. “The groundwork is in 
place.”

“He’s likable as a person, but his continuous 
mishaps and administrative decisions are causing 

his demise,” said another member.
Most recently, Senator Sampson decided 

to give a top aide, Paul Rivera, a $50,000-a-year 
raise. Numerous Democratic members exploded 
into his office putting a halt to it.

Some members called the gesture “taxpayer 
extortion.”

The leadership matter and chatter are such a 
distraction that Senator Sampson had to address 
it inside a closed Democratic Conference 
meeting. Sampson urged his colleagues to 
discuss the issue.

Not one person chose to rise in front of 

Senator Sampson to discuss his mishaps or any 
disagreement against Sampson. 

However, not one person chose to stand up 
and defend Sampson either. 

The leadership matter is a developing story, 
and it’s an issue that needs to be resolved. That’s 
unless Senate Democrats are hoping to remain 
in minority control. If that’s the case, no need to 
discuss it at all.

Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The 
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.

 THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Senate Leadership in Question, Again

BOOKS

went to bed. As I was falling asleep, again out of 
nowhere, I would feel a sudden burst of intense 
terror, as if I was thrown off a building or some 
other such frantic event. I would snap awake, 
again with a great gasp, before falling back to 
sleep. I tended to overlook these things as stress 
related…which of course they were…and only 
focused on them in the way a hypochondriac 
does with any unknown symptom. What I did 
not know is that these reactions were the harbin-
gers of more serious horrors to come.

Hypochondria: Certainly not all hypo-
chondriacs develop depression, but it is a sign on 
insecurity as well as a cry for assurance, certainty 
and order in a world that can offers none of 
these. It is, perhaps most dangerously, one more 
heavy-duty way to avoid one’s real problems. I 
slowly began to obsess about these episodes as a 

possibility of an as yet undiagnosed illness. In my 
case, my hypochondria became a huge factor in 
how I dealt with the more severe presentations 
of my illness later on. It had the dual quality of 
being both a fire unto itself, and an accelerant. 

On a spring night in 1974, while at a party 
at a friend’s home, I took the last drag of mari-
juana I would ever try. My buddy had some new 
good “grass” that we smoked in a water pipe. The 
good of a water pipe is that the smoke does not 
burn your throat. The bad is that you will inhale 
more deeply than you otherwise would and 
cannot monitor your level of intoxication as well. 
You get much higher faster.

All of a sudden I was more stoned than I 
had ever been. It made me nervous. The more 
nervous I got, the more paranoid I became that 
I was having some kind of a freak-out the likes 
of which were written about in the press about 
more powerful psychedelic drugs, like LSD. 

Then, out of the blue, I thought that my left 
arm was numb, and that I was having a stroke 
or some other kind of brain damage. I panicked, 
which led to a full-fledged panic attack and 
subsequent fixation. My voice quivered, my heart 
pounded through my chest, the terror crawled 
over my body like a thousand daggers, and I was 
at the brink of incontinence. I honestly felt like 
leaping out of the window. I needed to go to the 
hospital, but in 1977, the drug was much more 
illegal than it is today. 

I paced and babbled, trembled and moaned. 
I was sure it would never end. All of the muscles 
in my body cramped and went into spasms, and 
I urinated about a dozen times. Several hours 
later, through the patience and care of good 
friends, I did manage to get through the night. 
But I was petrified in a deep existential way, that 
left me scarred and more hyochondriacal, than 
I had ever been. “Was I brain damaged?” Did I 
alter my DNA with the pot?” “What was wrong 
with me?” 

The worst thing the episode left me with 
was the tendency to both experience anxiety 
attacks and, worse, learn how to make them 
exponentially worse, by obsessing over them 
when they began. Thus, a fire was lit that would 
take many years to put out. And now for the 
kicker, “pot” had nothing to do with what was 
happening to me. It simply opened the door a 
crack into the turmoil of my soul, and gave me 
an unconsciously convenient displacement for 
what was really ailing me. 

 Before long, my job performance started to 
slip from outstanding to just good; my dimin-
ishing hockey skills were eroding my sense of 
manhood and worth; and I was pretending to 
myself and others that I could not wait to be 
married. 

Bob Marrone is the host of the Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob Marrone, heard from Monday 
to Friday, from 6 – 8:30 a.m., on WVOX-1460 
AM. 

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Continued from page 18
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Westchester Guardian
914-562-0834
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BUDGET

By MARY C. MARVIN
During the most recent budget 
process, the Trustees and I had 
to make extremely difficult 
choices in order to address 
unfunded State mandates that 
have reached crisis propor-
tion. As example, the Village 
was required to send a check 

to Albany for $3,205,376 for the myriad of 
mandates and we received, all in, $64,713 
direct in State aid. Unless the elected officials in 
Albany commit to serious reform, budget woes 
will only escalate and essential services will be on 
the chopping block in the very near future.

Our problem was further compounded by 
the fact that our budget is so revenue dependent. 
In the 2012 – 2013 budget of $13.9 million, $5.4 
million is derived from various revenue sources 
resulting in $8.5 million collected from property 
taxes. Revenue is down in all the major catego-
ries including sales tax, mortgage tax and interest 
income.

We quite literally had to “find” money to 
pay our ever increasing debt to Albany and our 
options were limited because we had done so 

much belt tightening in years prior. In recent 
past budgets, we renegotiated health care 
contracts, legal services, even telephone service 
and trimmed Village staff by 15%.

To make up the shortfalls, we had to reluc-
tantly raise the cost of alarm permits, parking 
tickets and building permits. Based on our 
review of like communities and their fee struc-
tures, we simply “caught up” with our neighbors.

With a great deal of spirited discussion and 
by no means unanimity, we reviewed the few 
revenue possibilities remaining and decided to 
increase the parking meter fee to one quarter for 
fifteen minutes versus the current fee of the one 
quarter for twenty minutes. This revenue gener-
ating solution rose to the fore because of the 
length of time since a prior cost adjustment (8+ 
years) and the fact that the new rates only put 
us in line with meter costs in our neighboring 
communities.

Given that we continue to own the dubious 
distinction of being the highest taxed commu-
nity in the highest taxed county in the country, 
we believe piling on more property taxes to cover 
our costs to Albany on the very small sphere of 
payees (approximately 2,300 addresses) was too 

much to bear. Also, increasing taxes will also 
have a direct impact on our merchant costs. 
When taxes go up, store rents go up to absorb 
the increase as a pass through from the landlord.

In the end, we believed the meter increase, 
representing a “user” fee that is spread over many, 
many more payees was the most equitable of 
our limited choices. We did not go the route of 
extending the meter day to 7PM, 8PM or 9PM 
that many of our neighbors have been forced to 
do because of the severe impact on our plethora 
of restaurants and the movie theater. We know 
our budget cycle and the impending increase 
came at the precise time that we had several 
stores go out of business. The timing and the 
optics could not have been worse but we must 
abide by a very prescribed State budget calendar. 
Faced with decisions like this, where you know 
the outcome will be truly upsetting to some and 
regrettable to all, including the Trustees, is hands 
down the hardest part of our job.

I can assure you that the Trustees and I did 
not come to this decision, nor any other, lightly 
and subjected all our options to a comprehen-
sive analysis. We are very aware of our fiduciary 
obligation to you as taxpayers and as prudent 

stewards of your funds.
So as to make the change as easy as possible, 

mindful that the current meter rates have been 
the norm for eight years, we will put flyers on 
car windshields on Monday, May 21st through 
Friday, May 25th, announcing the change to 
take effect on Tuesday, May 29th. Even after 
the change is in place, we will issue warnings as 
opposed to tickets so everyone has ample notice. 
Those on our e-alert system will receive this 
information electronically as well.

Last week, our business district did receive a 
little springtime buzz as Tine Fey filmed scenes 
from the movie “Admission” in Value Drugs and 
Womrath Bookstore. In fact, it was a desire to 
film in a small independently run bookstore 
that brought the movie to Bronxville. It amazed 
me how popular Ms. Fey was with high school 
and college aged girls and she was gracious to 
all. Some of the proceeds from the shoot will 
be redirected back to the business district for 
streetscape improvements.

Thank you all for your understanding and 
patience as we navigate what is a truly unsustain-
able fiscal environment.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion or 
comment, consider directing your perspective by 
email to: mayor@vobny.com. 

Navigating an Unsustainable Fiscal Environment
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

By NANCY KING
When setting goals for 2012, the City of 
White Plains last winter made it clear they 
were interested in making the city more 
environmentally friendly. Census reports 
put the number of people who live in the 
city at 57,000 but that number swells to 
approximately 250,000 during the average 
business day. Anybody who works in White 

Plains or uses the Tran-Center hub to commute, knows that 
traffic and parking in White Plains is wanting. Traffic jams 
are a way of life and the parking, whether at the rail or in any 
other municipal garage, is expensive. In an effort to alleviate 
this chaos, White Plains has unveiled the first of what the city 
hopes will be a network of bicycle lanes. The new lanes create 
a loop from Post Road to Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., down 
to Water St., and ends at the Tran-center. The return lane 
travels back to Post Rd. via South Lexington Avenue.

White Plains Mayor Tom 
Roach is hopeful these initial lanes 
will develop into a network for 
more bicycle lanes, awa well as a 
series of complete streets that will 
meet the needs bicyclists, pedes-
trians, and automobile drivers 
alike. These plans have resulted 
in White Plains being named an 
attractive city for young profes-
sionals. In promoting a community 

that is pedestrian friendly and has great commuting 
accessability, White Plains hopes to attract young 
people who want to live and conduct business within 
its borders. In other words, you don’t need a car to live 
or work in White Plains!

But going environmentally green isn’t the only 
green that was growing in White Plains this past week. On 
Monday, the Common Council unanimously passed the 
2012-2013 budget. The budget raised property taxes by 4.75% 
for homeowners in White Plains. This increase will further 
raise salaries of some appointed officials, including commis-
sioners and deputy commissioners by 2%. This is their first 
salary increase in two years. The tax increase will also provide 
for future labor settlements with the police, fire and teamsters 
unions by transferring $5 million out of the tax stabilization 
fund and into the general fund. Under this budget, the Mayor 
and his staff, along with the Common Council will not see 
any increases in their pay. Here is a sample of some of the 
salary increases for the city.
Nancy King is a freelance, investigative reporter; a resident of 
White Plains, New York.

Assessor ........................................................129,540 ........... 2,540 ........... Increase
Bldg. Commissioner ...................................144,330 ........... 2,880 ........... Increase
Dep. Bldg. Commissioner ..........................128,529 ........... 2,520 ........... Increase
City Clerk ....................................................103,020 ........... 2,020 ........... Increase
Corp. Counsel ..............................................193,800 ........... 3,800 ........... Increase
Parking Commissioner ...............................149,940 ........... 2,940 ........... Increase
Library Director ..........................................143,820 ........... 2,820 ........... Increase
Commissioner of Public Safety .................180,822 ........... 4,330 ........... Increase

White Plains Goes Green
The Common Council Passes a Budget;
Commissioners Get More Green

mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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By SHANNON AYALA
At a meeting of Mt Vernon’s 
Urban Renewal Agency on 
Monday, May 21st, Mayor 
Davis and colleagues agreed to 
funding-initiatives that would 
direct federal funds to the City 
(from HUD, the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development). All four 
funding resolutions that were proposed were 
unanimously approved. Such monies would 
fund HIV/AIDS programs, a grant writer, 
and would pay to fix a local woman’s roof. If all 
funding goes through, it will cost $140,026 in 
federal funds.

As the latter resolution –concerning the roof 
($33,026)- was discussed at the Urban Renewal 
meeting, rain escalated to a downpour, drum-
ming on the air-conditioner so loudly that voices 
could hardly be heard. Meanwhile, on the other 
side of Mt Vernon, water was invading Annie 
Smith’s house as it has for over six years, since 
before her great granddaughter was born, she 
says.

Ms. Smith said a few days later, that she 
was unaware of the decision that took place at 

the Mayor’s Office; it was pouring again as she 
provided a tour of her house for The Westchester 
Guardian. The ceilings are splitting open in some 
parts, yellowing and pealing just as the carpet is 
discolored in some places. Despite the tarp on 
the roof, water manages to splash rapidly into 
plastic bins alongside a decrepit bedroom wall 
in an otherwise homely and ordinary two-story 
house, where she has lived for thirteen years.

Health is a concern to Smith, who says she 
can hardly breathe when entering her daugh-
ter’s bedroom. (Though the room is still filled 
with belongings, her daughter has passed; her 

granddaughter and great granddaughter are the 
other two current occupants). The smell from 
the mold in that particular bedroom is especially 
fetid. She has a worse time when going into the 
basement to show the large puddle that has been 
there since before the day’s rain started: she has a 

respiratory fit and has to leave immediately.
The Mayor’s office was first contacted by 

Smith three or four years ago. “[When] you 
don’t work and you don’t have nobody to help 
you, you can’t do nothing,” she said. “I fell, hurt 
my leg and can’t work,” she adds, though she is 
evidently above working age.

The Office of the Mayor sent various people, 
including a woman who brought a humidifier, 
but Smith doesn’t foresee an end. “A company 
came with all the materials” but they didn’t have 
the finances. Someone was going the next day 
after the tour for further investigation but Smith 

saw it as another routine leading to “another 
five years.” She added, “I pay taxes… I’m not a 
complainer but it just got so bad so I just kept 
calling and calling.”

Davis and the Urban Renewal Agency 
discussed Smith’s financial situation in depth but 

no one mentioned that May has been Mt Vernon 
Month for Habitat for Humanity of Westchester, 
which –according to its website- has worked 
with the Mayor’s Office. Incidentally, during the 
same week of these events, a large banner on Mt 
Vernon Avenue had been altered to say “June” 
is Mt Vernon Month. According to its website, 
Habitat for Humanity of Westchester “is an 
organization of thousands of volunteers who 
seek to eliminate poverty housing and home-
lessness throughout Westchester County, and 
to make decent, affordable shelter a matter of 
conscience and public action.”

The Urban Renewal Agency generally 
receives funds through HUD but it can still 
channel finances into non-housing services, 
such another item approved for funding: a nutri-
tion program for people with HIV or AIDS. 
HOPWA (Housing Opportunities for People 
with AIDS) is a program of HUD that -despite 
the narrowness of the name- funds an array of 
services for people with HIV/AIDS including 
nutritional services.

The Agency passed two resolutions to fund 
or continue funding two programs (totaling 
$95,000) that serve people with HIV/AIDS. 
The first (at $55,000) funds a nutrition program 
for individuals; the second serves families. Both 
programs involve the work of local organizations 
such as Mount Vernon Community Action 
Group. The prior involved an increase in funding 
since the previous amount, $35,000, resulted in 
a waiting list. According to the City’s website, 
“Having the capacity to serve 120 families, the 
HOPWA case management program served 
105 persons last year,” though it was said that 
capacity has been reached. 

According to www.Youth.CMVNY.com, 
Westchester has the highest rate of people with 

HIV/AIDS among all New York counties 
outside of New York City. (It was implied in 
the meeting that Mt Vernon shares a substan-
tial portion of this). The website announces that 
National HIV Testing Day is on June 27th and 
lists free testing opportunities for June 24th 
through July 1st.

Shannon Ayala is a Class of 2013 student at the 
CUNY Graduate School of Journalism. He also 
writes New York environmental news for Examiner.
com. His work can be found at SEArchives.word-
press.com.

Mayor Davis Approves Federal Funding to Fix Residential Roof

June Is Mount Vernon Month.

Pale wall.Peeling ceiling. Insanity

http://www.Youth.CMVNY.com
http://Examiner.com/
http://Examiner.com/
http://SEArchives.wordpress.com/
http://SEArchives.wordpress.com/
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By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY -- May 22, 
2012-- Cappelli Enterprises, 
Inc. (Louis Cappelli-pictured) 
maintains viability by not 
filing appropriate court papers 
that reveal it true fiscal circum-
stances. Cappelli Enterprises 
has failed to create the Le 

Count Square redevelopment project despite 
being afforded 18 MOUs (memorandums of 
understanding) to which he beseeched the New 
Rochelle City Council (NRCC) with promises 
unkept. In time, the NRCC realized his rede-
velopment project was a pipe dream. In White 
Plains, his residential building is predominantly 
devoid of tenants. In Yonkers, the designated 
Master Developer has hidden by his designa-
tion after having promised he could and would 
beging the development project in earnest. He 
cannot move ahead on any of his promises 
because for all intent and propose, he is insolvent.

For months, actually a few years now, the 
Yonkers Tribune has expressed this reality. A 
few weeks ago, the City of Yonkers demanded 
receipt of a $391,000.00 installment payment 
over an overdue signature loan valued at over $2 
million. The loan was rationalized for one reason 
or another, but never the truth. The $2 million 
was afforded Cappelli Enterprises for the sole 
purpose of making payment to the consultants 
on the project who had not been paid. With 
the HUD 108 loan he was able to pay the 

consultants. That is, he used taxpayer money to 
pay the consultants and then refused to pay the 
loan back to the city, knowing full well Yoners 
was on the hook to collect on the loan. Yonkers 
was now out the money it loaned him and the 
money it required to replenish the HUD 108 
loan. The loan was conveniently forgotten to be 
collected on what was initially called a Signature 
Loan that was in reality a Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) 108 loan that permitted 
Cappelli a respite. He has not obliged Yonkers 

likewise. He knew Yonkers was suffering 
financially. The ploy continued. Executive Vice 
President Joey Apicella advised Yonkers City 
Hall Cappelli Enterprises did not possess the 
wherewithal to pay the $391,000.00 note. City 
Hall shot back that their response was to file a 
default judgment. Cappelli Enterprises paid 
the $391,000.00 note. More is still owed. The 
payment stayed default from taking affect.

Lest Cappelli be regarded the only villain 
in this scenario, it must be noted that the 
City of Yonkers, under its former mayor, Phil 
Amicone, concocted a scheme in which the 
properties of H & I, were used as collateral for 
the HUD 108 loan. The city was putting up it 
own property to bail out Cappelli Enterprises 
out of another jam Cappelli got us into and to 
which the Amicone Administration submitted. 
THis other nugget of information now brings 
the entire disaster of economic development ful 
circle. Former Yonkers Finance Commissioner 
James LaPerche knew this was the deal then 
and knows it now. Why is he a consultant to 
present Mayor Mike Spano’s administration. Is 
it even worthwhile asking for the U.S. Attorney 
General to look into this matter? Excuse me a 
moment while I reach for a second helping of 
my prescribed medications.

And for those who should care to know, why 
are the same developers of old, now returning to 
the honey po of the City of Yonkers after having 
been thwarted in the past? They are to be seen 
marching in and out of City Hall as if they own 

the place. They know who they are. They also 
now know that we know who they are. When 
will someone speak to this calamity revealing 
itself once again. Silence will bring the past to 
the present.

Last week The Journal News reported Westy 
Self Storage, situated in Elmsford, New York 
filed a public notice announcing nonpayment to 
one of its units.

Capelli Executive Vice President Joseph 
Apicella said Monday that he was unaware of 
the claim. The storage company would not reveal 
how much was owed. True to form, Apicella is 
quoted to have said, “I think that’s an accounts-
payable goof.”

Rather than enabling Cappelli Enterprises 
its ability to sustain itself, the City of Yonkers 
must file a default notice so that Yonkers may 
relieve itself of the Master Development status 
by which Cappelli Enterprises to revive his flag-
ging operation.

Yonkers benevolence in this situation in 
keeping Cappelli Enterprises Inc. from surviving 
default will disintegrate. It proves again that the 
insinuation of serving “Friends and Family” is 
not prudent vis-à-vis the interests of the City 
of Yonkers. It’s time to say good-bye and those 
who have had enough, “Good riddance!” should 
be added.

For those who hunger for Cappelli and 
Apicella, a re-run of analagous shenanigans are 
taking place in The Catskills. 

 

Cappelli Enterprises Skirts Bankruptcy by Not Filing Court Papers
$2 Million HUD 108 - Signature Loan Was Used to Pay Consultants

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY -- Merlin Entertainment 
has cast its eye on Yonkers’ Ridge Hill’s, open-
air shopping center, with an approximately 
33,000-square-foot imprint that will go far in 
embellishing the entertainment facet of the mall. 
The magic will be realized when the English 
subsidiary of the Danish firm concludes building 
the attraction that has become a worldwide 
magnet for children between the ages of 3 and 
10 years of age, and the parents and grandparents 

who love them.  This will be New York State’s 
first Legoland. Laura Kusisto of The Wall Street 
Journal was first to make notice of this news 
item.

Ridge Hill’s Legoland will feature a pit filled 
with soft Legos, classes, rides, party rooms and a 
cinema. It also will also sport a  “Miniland” with 
iconic buildings designed out of Lego pieces, 
including the Empire State Building and the 
new Ground Zero tower nearing completion in 
downtown Manhattan.

A skyline replica of New York City. Courtesy of Wikipedia.

Yonkers’ Ridge Hill Under Merlin’s Spell Many Hurdles for State Land Corp 
Development
By ABBY LUBY

For decades there have been 
several proposals to develop 100 
acres that runs along route 202 
and edges on the Bear Mountain 
Parkway extension. Repeatedly, 
proposals encountered prob-
lems that made any project too 

complicated and costly to complete.
The latest proposal is for a 140,000 square 

foot big box store with an additional 60,000 
square feet for about five other retail stores. 
Since there is very little commercial property left 
in Yorktown, the town board is anxious to see 
this project go through. As a holding tactic, the 
board purposely zoned this a residential parcel 
years ago. Currently the board is considering the 
change to a commercial zone.

“We haven’t referred the application out 
yet,” said Yorktown Councilman Nick Bianco. 

“One of the stumbling blocks is we decided to 
do a forestry management study. That may hold 
it up a little bit, but not by much. No public 
hearing has been set. “

The property owner, Charles Monaco, has 
proposed commercial development that will 
include a donation of 65 acres of park land that 
abuts the nature preserve, Sylvan Glen Park.

Monaco, who has always partnered with 
others in former development proposals, is now 
the sole applicant. Previous projects that were 
dead-ended was for Wal Mart - which ended 
up on Route 6 at the Cortlandt Town Center. 
Another project was with Pulte Homes in 2004 
which proposed a 27 lot subdivision with single 
family homes on four acre parcels. Monaco 
threw in the towel during the environmental 
impact statement review process.

The Planning Board file on Monaco’s land 
Continued on page 23
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is jam packed with documents and letters that 
are dated as far back as 1968. Although the 
proposals have changed, the problems have 
not. Backed-up traffic along 202 is an everyday 
occurrence, not to mention the impossible left 
hand turn. The town board is concerned that 
new retail here would exasperate drivers on this 
already clogged corridor. Responding to that 
concern, Monaco has proposed putting a new 
road on the other side of the development to 
re-route traffic away from 202. That means a 
required nod from the state Department of 
Transportation who has taken almost 10 years 
to approve such changes as widening the road to 
three lanes and putting in traffic lights near Pine 
Grove, among other improvements. 

A 1968 letter from a resident from 
Millpond and Hunterbrook objected to the 
then proposed development and the adverse 
impacts on the flood plain bisected by route 202. 

Drainage and run off would be another factor to 
add to the mix.

 ”Despite all sorts of catch basins that would 
be built, there are main reasons run off cannot 
be contained,” said Jonathan Nettelfield of 
Yorktown Smart Growth, a group that supports 
development favoring smaller, hamlet type 
projects, among others. “The 100 year storm is 
happening regularly - more like every decade, if 
not sooner. The notion that we can get away with 
building within 100 years is not a valid assump-
tion to make.”

Then there are the wetlands. “They have 
to get into the property where there is a lot 
of wetlands,” explained Robyn Steinberg of 
Yorktown Planning. “If it’s slated as a right of 
way, it may have to be as wide as route 202.”

There are also archeological issues, according 

to former Yorktown supervisor, Susan Siegel. 
“The draft environmental impact study (DEIS) 
found arrowheads in 1990. Chances are they are 
still there.” Siegel also said that because of all the 
past proposed projects, the pre-existing DEIS 
and other studies could be applied. “It might 
be like skipping a step. The trees are still tagged 
from the last study, but they still might need a 
full tree survey if the standard is different now.”

The project will also have to be reviewed 
by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
state Department of Transportation, U.S. Corps 
of Army Engineers, Westchester County’s 
Planning Department and Planning Board and 
the town of Cortlandt.

Vocally objecting to the commercial project 
a few weeks ago was Police Chief Daniel 
McMahon who wrote a letter to the town 
about the expected drain the new retail commu-

nity would have on local law enforcement. 
McMahon said his department couldn’t handle 
the “projected annual calls for service.” 

Monaco is also in a catch-22 situation. He 
can’t come up with a definitive plan for the town 
because he can’t attract prospective retailers until 
he gets the zoning in place. Once the zoning is 
approved, he will be able to sign up commercial 
companies.

Photos by Abby Luby and courtesy of Abby Luby 
Photo.

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, 
“Nuclear Romance” was recently published. Visit the 
book’s website, http://nuclearromance.word- press.
com/.

State Land Corp Development re-zone 
proposal showing the new road.

Many Hurdles for State Land Corp Development
Continued from page 22
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
First published in 
FrontPageMagazine.com,?May 
24, 2012.
http://www.meforum.org/3250/
egypt-presidential-elections

Egypt’s long awaited and 
much anticipated presidential 

elections—the first of their kind to take place 
in the nation’s 7,000 year history—are here. As 
we await the final results—and as the Western 
mainstream media fixate on images of purple-
stained fingers—it is well to remember that 
there is much more at stake in Egypt’s elections 
than the mere “right” to vote.

While some Egyptians are certainly voting 
according to their convictions, the fundamental 
divide revolves around religion—how much or 
how little the candidates in question are in favor 
of Islamic Sharia law. In other words, Islamists 
are voting for Islamists—Abdel Mon’im Abul 
Futuh and Muhammad Mursi—whereas non-
Islamists (secularists, liberals, and non-Muslims) 
are voting for non-Islamists, such as Amr Musa 
and Ahmed Shafiq.

Bear in mind that this is not the same 
thing as American voters being divided 
between “liberal” Democrats and “conservative” 
Republicans; rather, this election is much more 
existential in nature—possibly cataclysmic for 
Egyptian society. For, whereas both American 
Republicans and Democrats operate under the 
selfsame U.S. Constitution, in Egypt, an Islamist 
president will usher in Sharia law, which will 

fundamentally transform the nation.
One veiled woman interviewed yesterday at 

the voting polls put it best: “We came to elect the 
man who implements Sharia (Islamic law). But I 
am afraid of liberals, secularists, Christians. I am 
afraid of their reaction if an Islamist wins. They 
won’t let it go easily. But God be with us.”

Interestingly, while she sums up the ultimate 
purpose Islamists like herself are voting—to 
empower “the man who implements Sharia”—
she also projects her own Islamist mentality onto 
non-Islamists, implying that if a Sharia-friendly 
president is fairly elected, non-Islamists will 
rebel. In fact, it is the Islamists who are on record 
warning that if a secularist emerges as president, 
that itself will be proof positive that the elec-
tions were rigged, and an armed jihad will be 
proclaimed.

None of this is surprising, considering that 
Islamists have not hid their abhorrence for 
democracy as an infidel heresy to be exploited as 
a gateway to a Sharia-enforcing theocracy which 
will, ironically, eliminate democracy. Some have 
gone so far as to insist that cheating in elections 
to empower Sharia is an obligation. And, rather 
than encourage Egyptians to vote for whom 
they think is best suited for Egypt, days prior 
to these elections, various authoritative Muslim 
clerics and institutions decreed that Egypt’s 
Muslims are “obligated” to vote for Sharia-
supporting Islamists, while voters are “forbidden” 
to vote for non-Islamists—a proclamation with 
threats of hellfire.

One of the blocs not voting for the Islamists 

consists of Christian Copts, who make for some 
12-15 million people. Not only does an AFP 
report capture their mood well, but it demon-
strates how Egypt’s Christians are so convinced 
that any Islamist president, including the oxymo-
ronic “liberal Islamists” like Abul Futuh, will lead 
to even more religous intolerance for them—a 
reminder of reality from those non-Muslims on 
the ground:

[V]oting lines were long, and the worry and 
tension felt by many Christians was palpable. “I 
don’t want the Islamists. If they come to power 
and I oppose them, they will say I am criticizing 
their religion and who knows what they’ll do 
to me? We can’t talk to them,” said 57-year-old 
Sanaa Rateb after casting her ballot…. Nassim 
Ghaly, a young man with a cross tattooed on 
his wrist in the distinctive manner of Egyptian 
Christians, interjected: “God protect us if the 
Islamists come to power and they control the 
parliament and the presidency at the same 
time.”…. “What we want is a non-religious 
state,” which would guarantee the rights of all 
religious groups, Sanaa Halim, in her sixties, 
said. “The Islamist trends are worrying,” one of 
her friends added, declining to give her name. 
“And what have they done in parliament? 
Nothing, except talk about women and female 
circumcision.”

Indeed, above and beyond the recent clash 
between Egypt’s Islamists and the military—
where the former exposed their jihadi face, losing 
some popular support—the elected Islamist-
majority parliament is increasingly seen as a 
disappointment, more interested in banning toys 
that “humiliate Islam” and legalizing “death-sex,” 
rather than addressing the country’s economic 
woes. As another voter put it, “I voted for the 

Brotherhood in parliament elections. Now they 
want to control religious tourism, this is what I 
got from them. The parliament has failed.”

Likewise, Ryan Mauro reports that “the 
secularists have benefited from a sharp fall 
in Islamist popularity. In February, 43% of 
Egyptians supported the Muslim Brotherhood, 
40% supported the Salafist Nour Party and 
62% felt that it is positive to have a strong 
Brotherhood presence in parliament. A Gallup 
poll in April found that the statistics fell to 26%, 
30% and 47% respectively.”

Notwithstanding all this, perhaps the most 
decisive voting bloc consists of those tens of 
millions of impoverished Egyptians who care 
little about voting, who care little about Sharia 
or secularism, and are more than happy to 
exchange their vote for a temporal boon. These, 
the well-organized Muslim Brotherhood and 
Salafis—funded by Saudi petro dollars—have 
been busy buying, including with food and drink.

The outcome of the elections remains uncer-
tain. While Egypt is home to the modern day 
Islamist movement—giving the world several 
headaches, including the Muslim Brotherhood, 
the “godfather of jihad” Sayyid Qutb, and 
al-Qaeda leader Ayman Zawahiri—up until 
recently it was also home to one of the Islamic 
world’s most secular and “fun-loving” societies 
(it’s not called the “Hollywood of the Middle 
East” for nothing). Yet, based on the spectacular 
advance of political Islam in the last few decades, 
one remains pessimistic.

Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the 
David Horowitz Freedom Center and an Associate 
Fellow at the Middle East Forum.

Egypt’s Presidential Elections
What’s at Stake?

ENERGY MATTERS

By ROGER WITHERSPOON
Gregory Jaczko resigned as 
head of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission yesterday, ending 
months of open warfare with 
the staff and the other four 
commissioners over safety 
issues and a personal style often 

perceived as imperious.
Jaczko’s departure stills the agency’s lone 

major voice pushing for increased safety measures 
at the nation’s 104 nuclear power plants despite 
the its long-standing aversion to imposing costly 
fixes on the politically powerful industry. And it 
ends a bitter public feud which led to extraordi-
nary dueling hearings led by Democrats in the 
Senate, who supported his safety-first approach, 
and Republicans in the House who backed the 
four dissenting commissioners and called for his 
resignation.

New Jersey Sen. Frank Lautenberg went 
so far as to declare at the Dec. 15, 2011 hearing 
that “he is the first chairman not to be in the 
pocket of the industry.” But as the contro-
versy continued to swirl around the chairman, 
Lautenberg has backed away from the increas-
ingly isolated Jaczko.

Similarly, Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer 
(D-Cal.) staunchly defended Jaczko at her 
December hearings and called the House hear-
ings a day earlier a “witch hunt.”

Afterwards, however, she too had little to 
say in his behalf, and her one-line statement 
yesterday merely thanked the chairman for his 
public service.

Nor was there much support from the 
White House, which stayed mum during the 
hearings, and wasted no time nominating as his 
replacement Allison M. Macfarlane, a geologist 
who earned her doctorate at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and currently associate 
professor of Environmental Science and Policy 

Greg Jazcko testifying before a Senate Hearing that took place on March 11, 2012.

Fractious NRC Commission Forces Chairman’s Resignation

Continued on page 26
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CK 465 BUILDING, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/2/12. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy David 
Kessler & Associates, L.L.C. 1373 Broad 
St. Clifton, NJ 07013. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

PLAY SOMETHING LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/26/11. 
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy The LLC 
C/O Roman Fichman, ESQ. 245 8th Ave. 
No. 249 New York, NY 10011. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

26 SALISBURY ST, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/12/12. 
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of C/O 
Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 West-
chester Ave. Ste. 305 White Plains, NY 
10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

OFFICE SNIPER LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/13/12. Office in 
Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of ALAN LOUGHLIN 
325 MAIN ST. APT 3H WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10601. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

A.P.E. FITNESS, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/27/11. Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy THE LLC 
ATTN: LORI SCHNEIDER  23 WOODLAND 
DR RYE BROOK, NY 10573. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

MADISON-DAVIS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/12. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy The LLC 
303 S. Broadway Tarrytown, NY 10591 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

THE TRENDY VEGAN, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/20/12. Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy THE LLC 56 QUARRY LN BEDFORD, 
NY 10506. Registered Agent:  YONNI MI-
CHELLE WATTENMAKER 56 QUARRY LN 
BEDFORD, NY 10506. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

QUICK CASH OF BROADWAY LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/4/12. Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy The LLC 1150 Broadway New York, 
NY 11221 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ENDRIM HOUSE LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/24/12. 
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy THE LLC 
191 BEECH ST. EASTCHESTER, NY 10709. 
Registered Agent: PHILIP DENNING 191 
BEECH ST. EASTCHESTER, NY 10709 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

L E G A L  N O T I C E

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 

450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

SUMMER JOBS With ENVIRONMENT NEW YORK

$10-$15/HR 
 -Protect the Catskills!-Work with Great People! 

White Plains, NY

  www.jobsforgoodcauses.org  CALL WILL 914-358-5141
914-562-0834
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at George Mason University in Virginia. The 
speed of the nomination of Dr. Macfarlane, just 
three days after Jaczko announced his resigna-
tion, indicates the administration launched 
a search for his successor long ago, and his 
announcement came after they had settled on a 
replacement.

Jaczko’s only consistent support during 
a rocky three years as Chairman came from 
Congressman Edward Markey (D-Mass), who 
said in a statement that “Greg Jaczko has been 
one of the finest NRC Chairmen in the history 
of the commission… Greg has led a Sisyphean 
fight against some of the nuclear industry’s 
most entrenched opponents of strong, lasting 
safety regulations, often serving as the lone vote 
in support of much-needed safety upgrades 
reco9mmended by the Commission’s safety 
staff.”

But Jaczko’s detractors were numerous. In 
a report last fall, the NRC’s Inspector General 
criticized Jaczko for making decisions while 
keeping the other four commissioners in the 
dark. At one point in the post-Fukushima envi-
ronment, Jaczko directed the staff to bring their 
findings directly to him and not share them 
with the other commissioners. While the IG 
concluded that Jaczko had not violated any laws, 
it was critical of his imperious style.

Among other things, Jaczko ordered the 
evacuation of Americans near the runaway 
nuclear reactors in Fukushima, Japan to at least 
50 miles – five times the 10-mile American 
evacuation zone – because of the realistic danger 
of spreading radiation. He took the unilateral 
action after declaring a nuclear emergency, which 
gave him authority to act on his own. He was 
criticized by his fellow commissioners for issuing 
the declaration since the metastasizing nuclear 
situation in Japan did not directly threaten the 
United States which, in their view, was a prereq-
uisite to any such declaration. They were also 
critical of the evacuation order, even though 
radiation was detected by US Navy vessels 80 
miles off the stricken Fukushima coast.

Jaczko’s biggest support came from safety 
watchdogs such as the Union of Concerned 
Scientists. In a statement last month Ed Lyman, 
a physicist and head of the UCS Global Security 
Program, said “NRC commissioners have failed 
to require that the NRC enforce its own regula-
tions and to address known safety problems.

“For example, four of the current 
commissioners—all but Chairman Gregory 
Jaczko—voted to allow the continued operation 
of 47 reactors that are out of compliance with fire 
protection regulations, despite knowing that fire 
is a major risk factor for core damage.

“Other commission votes have reduced the 
safety and security of U.S. reactors. For example, 
Commissioner Kristine Svinicki and three other 

commissioners—George Apostolakis, William 
Magwood and William Ostendorff—voted 
to allow plant owners to compromise defense-
in-depth safety margins for emergency cooling 

systems when increasing the power output of 
reactors, despite repeated warnings from the 
NRC’s own Advisory Committee on Reactor 
Safeguards. The same four also voted against a 
proposal by the NRC staff to require security 
background checks for individuals with access to 
nuclear plant sites under construction. The NRC 
staff wanted to protect plants against adver-
saries taking advantage of the lack of security to 
pre-position firearms, explosives or incendiary 
devices during construction that could be used 
after the plant began operating.” 

In the wake of the Fukushima Daiichi 
meltdowns, Jaczko found himself at odds with 
the other four and the staff over the assessment 
of safety margins at Mark 1 boiling water reac-
tors – including Hope Creek and Oyster Creek 
in New Jersey – which are the same as those 
destroyed due to loss of power and an inability to 
operate their safety systems in the aftermath of 
the Japanese earthquake and tsunami. While all 
such plants are required to have Severe Accident 
Management Guidelines – written plans as to 
what to do to protect the public in the event of a 
reactor meltdown – they had not been evaluated 
to determine if they actually worked.

“I used to teach students – who were 
becoming NRC reactor inspectors – about 
the SAM Guidelines,” said David Lochbaum, 
nuclear safety engineer at UCS who taught at 
the NRC in 2009. “The first thing we taught our 
students was you are not allowed to look at these 
guidelines at your plant sites. You can’t find out if 
they are good, bad, or indifferent.

“You have procedures to protect the public 

and the NRC can’t look at them. What kind of 
game is this? It seems that in severe accidents you 
don’t have to provide training, or have the right 
equipment. All you have to do is have written 
procedures somewhere and then wave a magic 
wand and everything will be fine.”

In the wake of the March 11 disaster in 
Japan the NRC ordered special inspections of 
the SAMG documents in all 104 of the nation’s 
reactors. They found at Indian Point, near New 
York City, and others, that while plants may have 
been designed to meet earthquake standards, the 
necessary systems to protect the reactor – such 
as fire equipment or the water mains coming 
in from the municipality – were not seismically 
hardened and, therefore, could be useless in a real 
emergency.

Jaczko’s last showdown with the other 
commissioners came over the approval for new 
reactor licenses at the Vogtle Nuclear Power 
Plant in Georgia. Jaczko insisted that any license 
for a new reactor include an order that the plant 
would be modified if future evaluations of the 
disaster in Japan showed added safety measures 
were needed.

In an extraordinary dissent from the deci-
sion by the four-member Commission majority 
to grant the license, Jaczko wrote “I asked the 
Staff to recommend language for such a condi-
tion…in response, the Staff declined to provide 
the requested language” because it would imply 
they had doubts about the safety of the new 
plant.

The fact that the staff was in open revolt was 
a stunning rebuke to a Commission Chairman 
appointed by the President and a clear sign that 
he had little operational authority left.

Despite the intense opposition from the 
nuclear industry and his fellow commissioners, 
Jaczko was never a radical reformer. He differed 
from them in that he is a physicist who came 

from the policy side of the nuclear issue, rather 
than from the industry itself. Jaczko was an aide 
to Rep. Markey and then to Senate President 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.), a staunch opponent of 
the plan to store the nation’s high level radio-
active waste inside Nevada’s Yucca Mountain, 
which straddles public and Navajo land. As 
Commission Chairman, he blocked further 
funding for the Yucca Mountain project.

Yet, when he toured the Indian Point 
nuclear plant just above New York City earlier 
this spring, he raised the ire of environmental 
groups by stating in his view the region’s emer-
gency evacuation plan was a sound one and 
would work in a real emergency. He drew further 
criticism from these groups two weeks ago, when 
it was learned that the NRC had approved in 
December changes in their regulations to reduce 
the required number of emergency drills – with 
no notification or input from the region.

The opposition to Jaczko is led by 
Commissioner William Magwood IV, who 
in recent years was a consultant to TEPCO, 
Japan’s dominant power company, and operators 
of the failed Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 
plants. Prior to that, Magwood worked at the 
Department of Energy where he was largely 
responsible for the resurrection of nuclear engi-
neering programs in this country.

Magwood launched a program providing 
hundreds of millions of dollars in grants to 
engineering schools for enhanced training in 
nuclear education for professors, scholarships for 
nuclear engineering students, expanding nuclear 
engineering faculty, and improving the teaching 
of various disciplines within the nuclear engi-
neering field.

The educational grant program, explained 
Magwood in an interview, began with the real-
ization that the field was dying in American 
universities. “There were something like 1,300 
nuclear engineering students throughout the 
country in 1992,” said Magwood, “and it went 
straight down for years. When I became director 
of nuclear energy at DOE in 1998 the number 
was 480 students in all nuclear engineering 
programs across the country. People thought 
nuclear engineering was coming to an end as a 
discipline, and we did need to reverse that.”

His grant program brought the current 
annual average number of students in nuclear 
engineering disciplines to about 4,000.

It is partly because of Maywood’s 
career-long drive to support nuclear energy 
development that his nomination to the 
Commission drew opposition from nearly every 
major environmental organization that worked 
on nuclear issues.

Jaczko said in his letter of resignation that 
he would remain on the job until a replacement 
has been confirmed by the Senate and is ready 
to take over.

“That could be difficult given the poisonous 
atmosphere in Congress. It is difficult to get a 

George Apostolakis, William Magwood and William Ostendorff.

ENERGY MATTERS

Fractious NRC Commission Forces Chairman’s Resignation
Continued from page 24
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nominee through the Senate,” said Lochbaum. 
“In this case, however, Commissioner Svinicki’s 
term is up and she has been renominated. But 
the Democrats have said they will oppose it.

“But now there is an opening for a chairman 
who would be a Democratic appointee. The 
Senate is more likely to vote for a Democrat 
and a Republican than either alone, so chances 
are both sides will hold their noses and vote for 
the pair.”

The nomination of Dr. Macfarlane to be the 
next chair of the NRC drew an immediate rave 
from the Union of Concerned Scientist.

“Professor Macfarlane is a scientist with a 
long history of working on complex technical 
public policy issues,” said Lisbeth Grunlund, 
co-director of the group’s Global Security 
Program. “She was receptive to public feed-
back during her tenure on the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on America’s Nuclear Future, and 
understands the importance of openness to the 

commission’s effectiveness. We expect her to be 
a strong advocate for practical steps to enhance 
nuclear power safety and security.”

Grunlund, a physicist, met Macfarlane 20 
years ago when the nominee was a graduate 
student and Grunlund was in a post-doctorate 
program. “She was in geology and I was in 
physics,” explained Grunlund, “but we were both 
interested in issues of science and public policy.

“For all these years, she has applied her 
technical training to understanding the issue 
of public input and public policy – and that is 
exactly what is needed at the NRC, someone 

who can combine those two areas and has a 
commitment to increasing nuclear safety.

“When she worked on the Blue Ribbon 
panel, she was the one responsible for the deci-
sion that there needs to have public buy-in of any 
repository site. Public engagement on issues of 
nuclear power is something she believes in and 
something she champions.”

Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters at 
www.Rogerwitherspoon.com

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – Kitley 
Covill, Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano’s nominee 
for Inspector General, was 
yesterday confirmed by the 
Yonkers City Council to the 
office recently vacated office 
by the now departed former 

Inspector General Dan Schorr. The Yonkers 
City Council, absent Yonkers City Councilman 
Michael Sabatino’s (District 3) presence, voted 
6-0 in confirming her to the Office of Yonkers 
Inspector General for a 5-year term. The vote 
is however invalidated by its non-compliance 
with the Yonkers City Charter.

The Yonkers City Charter, once the Office 
of Yonkers Inspector General was authorized, 
stipulated a 5-year term or multiples thereof. 
The rationale for a 5-year term was to afford 
the inspector general a sense of independence 
from the power that could be wielded upon 
the I.G.s office by a mayor, specifically one 
harboring the powers of a “strong mayor” form 
of government.

Phil Zisman was Yonkers’ first inspector 
general. The first person offered the position 
accepted the office but then backed out. Phil 
Zisman for all intent and purpose undertook 
the responsibility of the Office of Inspector 
General. The Office of Inspector General 
was legislation proposed and formulated by 
Vincenza Restiano when she served as Yonkers 
City Council President. The legislation speci-
fied the inspector general was to serve a 5-year 
term and/ or increments of 5-years terms. Phil 
Zisman served his first 5-year term under then 
Yonkers Mayor John Spencer, served a second 
5-year term under Mayor Phil Amicone, and 
was permitted without designation to encroach 
into what must be designated a third 5-year 
term. Then Mayor Amicone was known to 
be not contented with I.G. Zisman’s conduct. 
After serving his 11th year as inspector general, 
then Mayor Amicone designated Dan Schorr 
his choice to fill the remaining 4-years of what 
was the third term of office for an inspector 

general in the City of Yonkers.
I.G. Schorr proved himself impotent and 

lackluster in his conduct as inspector general. 
Schorr was not trusted by the incoming 
administration, that of Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano. Schorr was made to know his services 
were no longer warranted. Schorr was given 
the face saving ability to find employment 
elsewhere. He did so by becoming a consul-
tant for Bill Bratton’s security firm, Kroll. Mr 
Bratton served as the chief of police of the 
Los Angeles Police Department, New York 
City Police Commissioner, and Boston Police 
Commissioner. Mr Schorr exemplifies Yonkers 
most well-known political adage, “F*** up, to 
stay up.”

“When originally created, the IG held a 
four-year term that coincided with the Mayor’s 
term. In November, 2002, however, the voters 
approved a referendum extending the term 
to five years. The objective of this change was 
to provide greater independence to the IG so 
that the IG’s term would not coincide with the 
Mayor’s term.”

Reference: http://yonkersny.gov/Index.
aspx?page=95

The purpose of the 5-year term was to 
permit an inspector general to eclipse the term 
of office of a four-year term mayor, specifically 
because of the required need of independence 
and freedom to operate for the public good, 
rather than possible fall under the thumb of a 
strong mayor form of governance.

In order for Ms Kitley Covill to have been 
legally designated into office, she would have 
had to earn a majority of Yonkers City Council 
votes, the term designated could not exceed the 
balance of the 5-year term from which time 
was consumed under the services of both Mssrs 
Zisman and Schorr.

Were Mayor Mike Spano of the mind 
to have Ms Covill serve a full 5-year term, 
the Yonkers City Council would need to be 
presented with a proposal to change the present 
ruling that permits her to complete the yet 
unfilled 3rd five-year term.

The Yonkers City Council decision, which 

won a 6-0 vote from the sitting Yonkers City 
Council membership is nullified, as it cannot 
override the Yonkers City Charter. The vote 
must be taken to abide by the Yonkers City 
Charter. No opinion or conjecture, from any 
source, even that of Yonkers Corporation 
Counsel, can change the tenets by which this 
government may conduct itself.

Covill is will be tasked with the respon-
sibility for overseeing investigations of alleged 
waste, fraud, and abuse by the City of Yonkers 
and / or any of its public officials or employees.

“I am pleased to see the City Council also 
acknowledges Kitley’s vast experience, integ-
rity, thoroughness and toughness as assets to 
Yonkers,” said Mayor Spano. “I am confident 
Kitley will help promote ethical, fiscal, and legal 
accountability throughout our City as our new 
Inspector General.

Covill comes to the City of 
Yonkers after spending six years as the 
Assistant Chief Deputy Westchester 
County Attorney. While with the 
County, Covill headed the Family 
Court Bureau where she oversaw 
investigations into allegations of 
abuse and neglect of minor children. 
Previously, Covill ran her own private 
law firm dealing with civic legal 
matters. Covill also worked with the 
Nassau County District Attorney as 
an assistant DA where she was the 
first Chief of the Civil Forfeiture 
Unit, a position that required her 
to investigate and pursue financial 
proceeds of criminal enterprises.

Covill is the state director of 
the Women’s Bar Association of the 
State of the New York, the co-chair 
of the Criminal Law Committee and 
the former co-chair of Westchester 
Women’s Bar Association Domestic 
Violence Committee. She earned 
her law degree from Vermont Law 
School and holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science from Kenyon 
College.

Kitley Covill, who replaces outgoing IG 
Dan Schorr, is expected to start on June 11.

Former Yonkers Corporation Counsel 
Michael Edelman distilled the issue most 
eloquently when he wrote, “The Yonkers 
City Council can clear up this mistake... the 
problem with not clearing it up and getting 
an advisory opinion from say, the Office of 
the New York State Attorney General is 
evident. Let’s assume Ms Covill brings disci-
plinary charges against a city employee or does 
something else in her capacity as IG... it may 
be challenged as null and void if her appoint-
ment isn’t completed within the guidelines of 
the law, specifically the Yonkers City Charter. 
This is not a criticism of her or the council 
or the mayor. Its just an observation that the 
appointment should be consistent with the 
charter.”

Kitley Covill Illegally ‘Confirmed’ Next Yonkers Inspector General 
INSPECTOR GENERAL

ENERGY MATTERS

Fractious NRC Commission Forces Chairman’s Resignation
Continued from page 26
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THE COUNCILMAN’S PERSPECTIVE

By PETER J. TRIPODI III
For two years his colleges on the 
Ossining Town Board demon-
ized fellow Councilman Peter 
Tripodi, calling him “disruptive” 
and “impulsive” and preventing 
his common sense ideas from 
seeing the light of day. Now, 
however, the name-calling has 

stopped and the issues are beginning to gain 
serious ground.

The new Town Board, under a newly 
elected Supervisor, has decided to implement 
several of Councilman Peter Tripodi’s ideas, 
which will save the taxpayers money, make local 
government more accountable to its residents, 
and brighten Ossining’s future—ideas which the 

previous Town Board and Supervisor ignored.
Pete spoke up
About the Town of Ossining overpaying a 

part-time engineering consultant hundreds of 
thousands of taxpayer dollars.

And the Town listened
The Town of Ossining no longer uses this 

contractor for part-time engineering work.
Pete spoke up
Urging the use or sale of Ossining’s former 

police headquarters. Since Westchester County 
provides Ossining with policing services, 
the Town had no use for its former police 
headquarters.

And the Town listened
The former police headquarters is now for 

sale, and taxpayers will soon be relieved of the 

huge debt burden it places on them.
Pete spoke up
Urging for the police contract with 

Westchester County to be renegotiated 
to include specific and detailed building use with 
rent being paid for any non-Ossining depart-
ments housed in the building.

And the Town listened
On April of 2012 the County stated that 

departments would leave our building and 
volunteered to amend the contract to state this.

Pete spoke up
About an Assessor’s vehicle costing Town 

taxpayers $500 a month. This was a take home 
vehicle used by a non-emergency employee 
costing taxpayers over $6,000 a year in lease 
payments alone.

And the Town listened
This car is no longer a part of the Town’s 

vehicle fleet.

Pete spoke up
About Town-owned vehicles that did not 

have a Town seal.
And the Town listened
Every Town owned vehicle now has a Town 

seal. This creates a more professional and respon-
sible way to run town government.

Pete spoke up
About Town departments using bottled 

water despite Ossining tap water being “tapped” 
as the best water in Westchester in 2011.

And the Town listened
The use and purchase of bottled water 

for most Town departments has ceased and 
tap water is being provided by a water coolers 
attached to tap water pipes.

Peter J. Tripodi III is Ossining Town Councilman. 
Direct email to ElectPete@gmail.com, call 
914-774-0373, and learn more on the Internet: 
www.PeterTripodi.com.

Pete Spoke Up… And the Town Listened

OP EDSection

By EDWARD I. KOCH
The campaign for president – 
to be decided in the election 
in November 2012 – is going 
to be decided, most people 
believe, by the state of the 
economy and its impact on 
each of us as we enter the 

voting booth. I believe while the economy 
will hold a high priority with the voters, they 
will consider domestic policies and foreign 
affairs as well.

Most Americans understand the 
difference in views on the domestic agenda 
between the two candidates – Obama and 
Romney – and the parties they represent. 
President Obama and the Democratic Party 
believe we must never privatize Social 
Security and Medicare, but instead take 
measures to keep them solvent, but to always 
keep them as entitlements. The Republican 
Party and Mitt Romney and his predecessor 
George W. Bush have made it clear they are 
desirous of ending the entitlement contract 
between the government and the individual 
American and substitute the concept of 
privatization with individual stock accounts, 
making Social Security dependent in part 
on the stock market and ending Medicare 
as we know it, providing instead a voucher 
system, allowing those eligible to receive a 

government voucher with the beneficiary 
being personally responsible for the cost of an 
insurance policy as the voucher buys less with 
each passing year. The Democrats believe 
Medicaid – health care for the poor – should 
remain an entitlement, no matter the number 
of poor qualifying, while Republicans believe 
Medicaid should instead become a block 
grant to the states, eliminating the federal 
responsibility to care for the poor, giving the 
50 states the power to decide the benefits to 
be provided and the funding.

In the field of foreign affairs, one major 
issue is that of Iran and what to do to prevent 
Iran from achieving possession of nuclear 
bomb capability. The President’s position was 
recently stated by the American Ambassador 
to Israel, Dan Shapiro, who according to 
The New York Times of May 18, 2012, which 
reported, “The American ambassador to 
Israel said this week that not only was 
America willing to use military force to stop 
Iran from developing nuclear weapons, but 
that preparations had already been made for 
a possible attack. ‘It would be preferable to 
resolve this diplomatically and through the 
use of pressure than to use military force,’ 
the ambassador, Dan Shapiro, said Tuesday 
at a meeting of the Israeli bar association. 
‘But that doesn’t mean that option is not 
fully available. And not just available, but it’s 

ready. The necessary planning has been done 
to ensure that it’s ready.’” I believe that here 
both parties and candidates are basically in 
accord

Another major foreign policy issue is our 
commitment to defend Israel. Most people 
know of my expressed concern on this issue, 
putting the President and me at odds at one 
time. I am convinced as the result of the 
President’s actions, his statement in support 
of Israel given at the United Nations which 
supporters of Israel unanimously concluded 
was magnificent, his preventing the entry of 
the Palestinian Authority as a state at the 
U.N., and his personal actions at the Security 
Council that accomplished that feat and, 
finally, the statement of the Israeli Defense 
Minister, Ehud Barak, who said that he 
could “hardly remember a better period of 
support, American support and cooperation 
and similar strategic understanding of events 
around us than what we have right now.” He 
had earlier said, “I don’t think that anyone 
can raise any question mark about the devo-
tion of this president to the security of Israel.”

Most important, convincing me of the 
President’s firm commitment to the secu-
rity of the state of Israel was our personal 
extended conversation on that issue on 
September 21, 2011.

Finally, there is the issue of fairness in 

taxes, collected from the wealthy (million-
aires and billionaires) and the middle class. 
The republicans and Romney do not believe 
in collecting more taxes from the wealthy; 
President Obama and most Americans do.

I will, whenever the president asks me, 
go on his behalf to Florida and anywhere 
else where I can be helpful to campaign for 
him. This will not be an easy campaign for 
either side. I believe the Democratic posi-
tions considering domestic and foreign 
affairs are far more preferable to that of the 
Republicans, and I intend to do my part to 
assist in the reelection of President Barack 
Obama.

President Obama and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton deserve enormous thanks 
and applause for having gotten the leaders 
of the people’s Republic of China to release 
Chen Guangcheng and his family, allowing 
them to travel to the U.S.—where he now is 
– and attend New York University School of 
Law as a visiting professor and take whatever 
classes he deems necessary for himself. It is a 
tremendous accomplishment

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a 
member of Congress from New York State from 
1969 through 1977, and New York City as its 
105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

My Statement of Support for the Reelection of President Barack Obama
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Coming Soon… The 
Last Election with the 
Republican Party
Dear Sir:
While I realize that The Westchester Guardian is 
not The New York Times, one wonders whether 
anyone regardless of mental acuity may submit 
an article, any article, and have its printed. For 
example the column in your 5/24/12 edition 

called “Coming Soon the Last Election With 
the Republican Party”, I defy anyone to read 
this screed and make any common sense 
out of it, (even 2 or 3 times as I did). Does 
the writer Bob Bogen have a problem with 
premature senility? or is he so blinded by the 
messiah in the White House that he refuses 
to face the truth?

The Obama Administration has literally 
been a horrendous disaster for America and 
deserves a thunderous and overwhelming 
defeat in November. Apparently Bogen, who 
foresees this possibility infers that such a 
Democratic loss would have a racial overtone. 
Is this man living in our real world? Didn’t 
the American electorate install Obama as 
president in 2008 even though he was black or 
was his election a reverse bit of racism? Your 
biograpy of the writer Bob Bogen indicates a 
strong background with many governmental 

and UN connections. Now I am beginning 
to understand why the nation and world is in 
such terrible shape.

Sal Dye
New Rochelle, NY

Protecting New York’s 
Growing Wind Energy 
Economy
Dear Editor,
Wind energy creates pollution-free energy 
and jobs for New Yorkers. For the last decade, 
New York’s wind-energy industry has been 
bolstered by a federal tax credit. Unfortunately, 
the credit is scheduled to expire at the end of 
the year – putting our environment and clean 
energy economy at risk.

Many of New York’s wind farms were 

made possible by this tax credit, like the 
Hardscrabble Wind Farm in Herkimer 
County and the Cohocton Wind Farm in 
Steuben County. On May 24, President 
Obama stood at a wind-turbine blade manu-
facturing plant in Iowa and called on Congress 
to extend the tax credit. If the credit is not 
extended, job-creating clean energy businesses 
like these will be less common. Congress, led 
by Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, should 
move quickly to extend the production tax 
credit and check this legislative priority off of 
President Obama’s to-do list for the sake of 
our environment, our health, and our economy.

Sincerely,
David VanLuven
Director, Environment New York
Albany, NY 12210

By EVAN PALENSCHAT
In this second installment in our 
series of articles about campaign 
finance in the wake of the 
CitizensUnited Supreme Court 
decision, New York Civic resident 
law expert, Evan Palenschat, inves-
tigates the apparent contradictions 

to Citizens United in a subsequent ruling.
On January 9, 2012 the Supreme Court 

summarily affirmed a district court ruling that 
foreigners living the U.S. may not contribute 
or spend money in an attempt to influence 
U.S. elections. The case, Bluman v. F.E.C., is 
interpreted by some as a refusal by the Court 
to expand its now infamous 2010 decision 
in Citizens United v. F.E.C. In that case, the 
Court found that corporations and unions had 
an unfettered First Amendment right to spend 
money, independently, in an attempt to influence 
U.S. elections. The Court did not decide whether 
federal law could prohibit foreigners from 
contributing to candidates or from indepen-
dently spending money to influence elections. 
However, one of the central principles of the 
Citizens United decision was that the law could 
not discriminate based on the speaker’s identity 
under the First Amendment. The federal law 
banning foreign spending seemed to do just that.

In response to this open question, plaintiff ’s 
lawyers chose two individuals that were perfectly 
situated to invalidate the federal law. Benjamin 
Bluman is a Canadian citizen residing and 
working as a lawyer in a New York City firm. 
The other plaintiff, Asenath Steiman, is a dual 
citizen of Canada and Israel on a temporary visa 
authorizing her to work in the U.S. for three 

years. She is a medical resident at a hospital in 
New York. Both plaintiffs claimed that they 
wanted to make contributions to candidates 
for federal election and independently spend 
to voice their opinions during elections. Both 
Bluman and Steiman were integrated into U.S. 
society and were engaged in productive work 
here. The fear of foreign influence corrupting our 
elections did not seem to be present in this case.

Nevertheless, a three judge panel for the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
found that the federal ban did not violate the 
First Amendment under the strict scrutiny stan-
dard. When applying the strict scrutiny standard 
to this case, a court must decide whether 
Congress has a compelling interest in restricting 
speech and whether the law is narrowly tailored 
to meet that interest. The district court quoted 
a previous Supreme Court decision and found 
that the government had a compelling interest 
in “exclude[ing] foreign citizens from activities 
‘intimately related to the process of democratic 
self-government.’”

It is significant that the district court 
found that the law passed strict scrutiny. In the 
campaign finance context, the Supreme Court 
has traditionally used strict scrutiny when 
deciding the constitutionality of a ban on expen-
ditures since they are more intimately connected 
to the actual speech and expression of the indi-
vidual. On the other hand, the Court uses a lesser 
degree of scrutiny when judging restrictions or 
limitations on contributions to candidates since 
they are not as closely related to actual speech. 
The federal law at issue in Bluman banned both 
contributions and expenditures by foreigners. 
However, the district court did not decide the 

constitutionality of each ban separately.
This is significant because the district court’s 

holding, and the Supreme Court’s affirmation, 
seem to directly contradict Citizens United since 
the federal law is restricting expenditures based 
on the individual’s identity. The district court said 
that the identity of the plaintiffs as foreigners 
makes them different. They cited many federal 
and state laws that prevented foreigners from 
voting, serving as jurors, police, or probation 
officers, and serving in other public service 
capacities. This decision needs to be squared not 
only with the holding in Citizens United, but also 
with other cases that have explicitly held that 
foreigners do possess some First Amendment 
rights such as the right to speech and assembly.

While Bluman may seem like a depar-
ture from Citizen United’s broad expansion 
of campaign spending rights, there may be 
a way for the Supreme Court to distinguish 
it in the future. The district court did not base 
its ruling on the corruptive effects of money in 
the context of campaign finance. Instead, it said 
that the case raised “a foundational question 
about the definition of the American political 
community and, in particular, the role of foreign 
citizens in the U.S. electoral process.” Thus, it 
may be possible to distinguish Bluman since it 
involves issues of democratic self-governance 
and/or national security. In fact, the Federal 
Election Commission attempted to convince 
the district court that the federal law in ques-
tion involved a “congressional judgment on 
a matter of foreign affairs and national secu-
rity” that was not subject to strict scrutiny, but 
a less taxing standard known as rational basis 
review.  The nagging question left after Bluman 

is what rationale the Supreme Court relied on 
in its affirming order. Specifically, it is unclear 
whether the Court believed that the district 
court’s use of strict scrutiny was persuasive, or 
whether the Court believed that foreigners 
are not part of the U.S. system of democratic 

self-governance, and therefore do not enjoy 
the same First Amendment rights as citizens. 
Frankly, the district court’s use of strict scru-
tiny does not seem very persuasive. In Citizens 
United, the Supreme Court found that inde-
pendent expenditures made by corporations in 
order to influence the electoral process do not 
corrupt elections since the corporations did 
not coordinate their spending with candidates 
running for office. Following this reasoning, it is 
unclear how expenditures by alien residents like 
Bluman or Steiman could have more corruptive 
effects than expenditures by special interests. 
The district court simply said, “the United States 
has a compelling interest . . . in limiting the 
participation of foreign citizens in activities of 
American democratic self-governance, and 
thereby preventing foreign influence over the 
U.S. political process.” The phrase “foreign 
influence” seems to be a reference to the same 
corruption that the Supreme Court in Citizens 
United said did not exist. Therefore, the district 
court may have failed apply the strict scrutiny 
standard properly. If so, the Supreme Court will 
have to distinguish this case on other grounds in 
the future.  

The Supreme Court’s affirmance without 
any reasoning may seem strange at first glance, 
but this may have been the best option in this 
instance. First, the Court had no choice but to 
decide the case since it was on appeal, not subject 
to a grant of certiorari. Federal law allows for 
a direct appeal to the Supreme Court after a 
district court panel decides a case concerning 
basic elements of the federal election laws. 
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Second, it would have been very difficult for the 
Court to write a principled opinion that convinc-
ingly distinguished corporate speakers from 
resident aliens without destroying the assertion 
that laws may not discriminate based on the 
speaker’s identity under the First Amendment. 
Finally, if the Court had come out the other way, 
this would have allowed foreign corporations 
and foreign governments to spend vast sums of 
money to influence U.S. elections. Therefore, a 
one sentence affirming order was the easiest way 
out for the Court.

It is unclear how Bluman will affect subse-
quent campaign finance cases that come before 
the Court. On the one hand, this was obviously 
a law that discriminated based on the speakers’ 
identities as alien residents, which would seem to 
leave room for an argument that federal laws can 
sometimes discriminate in this way if they have 
a compelling interest. On the other hand, the 
Court may be able to distinguish Bluman away 
as a case that really involved issues of national 
security or the definition of democratic self-
governance. However, opponents of the Citizens 
United decision will point to Bluman as evidence 
that the speaker’s identify should sometimes 
matter in the campaign finance context, and 
that monetary expenditures, even if made inde-
pendently, can sometimes lead to concerns of 
corruption in our political system.

 Henry J. Stern {Pictured} is the founder and presi-
dent of New York Civic (www.NYCivic.org).

OP-ED

HOLIDAY

By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The Astounding federal 
deficit, currently standing 
at $15,678,869,907,107.48 
according to the National Debt 
Clock, is being cited as a reason 
to raise taxes.

The deficit, although 
growing for decades, has escalated sharply over 
the past three years, growing from $415.7 in 
the final year of the Bush administration to an 
annual average of $1.185 trillion under President 
Obama.

Can tax hikes—even those as dramatic as 
those to take place in January 2013—actually 
reduce the deficit? An NPR study indicates that 
it could, at best, reduce it by 17.7%. But even 
that figure is misleading. Tax increases tend to 
slow economic activity, which in turn decreases 
revenue, offsetting any deficit-reducing benefit.

According to Harvard Economics Professor 

Martin Feldstein’s Wall Street Journal article,
“Historians and economists who’ve studied 

the 1930s conclude that the tax increases passed 
during that decade derailed the recovery and 
slowed the decline in unemployment. That was 
true of the 1935 tax on corporate earnings and 
of the 1937 introduction of the payroll tax. Japan 
did the same destructive thing by raising its 
value-added tax rate in 1997.”

Heritage examined the effects of tax hikes 
and cuts during the 1990s.

“The 1993 Clinton tax hikes slowed 
economic growth during that decade, despite 
the common assumption that it was a period of 
rapid expansion. It was not until a tax cut later 
in the decade that growth took off. Lower rates 
paved the way for faster growth. The 2003 Bush 
tax cuts helped the economy recover from a 
recession and put it on a stronger footing in the 
face of growing headwinds.”

During the past three years, spending as 

a share of the national economy rose from a 
historical average of 20.7% to 24% under the 
current administration.” This includes a 6.2% 
increase in civilian federal employees, and the 
ineffective $787 billion “stimulus.”

The impact of higher taxes on the prolonged 
employment downturn is particularly worri-
some, particularly in light of historical analysis. 
Under the current administration, the latest 
(April) unemployment rate is 8.1%, continuing 
the trend of high unemployment rates which 
have seen, in April of their respective years, 8.9% 
(2009), 9.9% (2010), and 9.0 (2011). These are 
dramatically higher than the rates experienced 
during the prior Administration, which ranged 
from a low of 4.5% to a high of 6.0%. But 
these statistics reveal only part of the ominous 
trend. Long term unemployment (27 weeks or 
longer), at 5.1 million, represents 41.3% of all 
those unemployed, and there are 7.9 million 
“forced part timers” as well. Civilian labor force 
participation has declined to 63.6%, a sharp drop 
from 2000 (67.1) and even from 2010 (64.7). 
The severe, detrimental effects of the past several 

years of high unemployment will continue even 
after jobs rebound. As noted by Christine Dugas 
in a USA Today article, many families who lost 
jobs used savings to pay current bills and went 
into debt. Even after securing new jobs, they are 
not going to spend at normal levels until those 
debts are paid.

This must be contrasted with the policy of 
the prior administration. Faced with an economic 
downturn, President Bush lowered taxes, which 
produced significantly lower unemployment 
rates. The Tax Foundation notes that these 
followed historical precedent. When President 
Kennedy cut taxes, and when President Reagan 
did the same, the economy accelerated.

Bluntly stated, giving more taxes to 
Washington—addicted to overspending for 
decades, and far more so over the past three 
years—is the equivalent of giving an alcoholic an 
open bar. It has not worked in the past, and there 
are no indications it will work now.

Contact Frank Vernuccio by directing email to: 
nycommunityaction@gmail.com.

Higher Taxes Will Harm the Economy

By ROBERT J. CASTELLI 
To some, Memorial 
Day means a sale at 
the mall, barbeque or 
a day off, but to others, 
it is a solemn day of 
remembrance, set aside 
to honor those who 
have made the supreme 
sacrifice in the service of 
their Nation.

As we remember 
those we have lost, it is also important to 
remember those who served, and now serve our 
Nation.  Our Nation’s veterans often come back 
to us injured and disabled.  Some from wounds 
you can see, and others from wounds you can’t.  
They all share one thing in common, they are 
our veterans and they need our help.

Recent innovations in military medicine 
have resulted in unprecedented number of 
service members surviving wounds and inju-
ries that, in the past would have proven fatal.   
Government and the public, must act to protect 
the 1% of our population that protects the other 
99%. 

In Albany, there are bills pending to assist 
our military members, families and veterans with 
many of these concerns. Governor Cuomo’s 
“Experience Counts Campaign” dealt with some 
of these issues, but more needs to be done.

Service-disabled veterans need assistance 
to re-integrate into society. Their experience 
and capability make them a wise choice for 

employers. Additionally, service-disabled 
veterans, and businesses owned by them, need 
to be given State preference in contracting and 
hiring. 

Post-deployment re-integration needs. 
Call for the Yellow Ribbon Re-integration 
Program in New York, to identify and address 
the needs of returning veterans, especially those 
with special needs; such as PTSD, Traumatic 
Brain Injury, Substance Abuse or Homelessness. 

Establishing a Veterans Information 
Clearing House.  One of the great frustrations 
expressed by Veterans Service Officers is the lack 
of a central repository for sharing information.  
These individuals report that the US Veterans 
Administration and Department of Defense 
often do not share information with them. 

Veterans Health Care.   New York has 
one of the highest veterans population in the 
US, almost 950,000. Much of this population 
is aging.   Indeed, our World War II veterans 
are dying at a rate of 1,000 per day. We need 
to establish a veterans gerontological advisory 
committee to study the needs of this popula-
tion and direct them to services available at 
the federal and state level.  We need increased 
funding for our 5 state-run veterans homes, as 
well as the NYS Division of Veterans Affairs, 
to deal with our aging veterans.  This includes 
protecting the Montrose VA Hospital. 

Military Child Care and Educational 
Opportunities.   Military families move 15 
times more often than the general population; 
this plays havoc on their children.   We must 
ensure that the children of military families are 
afforded the same opportunities for educational 
success as other children.

Short-Term Guardianship.  Frequently, two 
parents, both serving in the military, find themselves 
deployed quickly to war and need a mechanism to 
appoint a short-term military guardian for a period 
of up to 180 days for their minor children, while 
they are serving their Country. 

Military Spouses.   The Military Spouse 
Act of 2011, authorizes the State to certify 
persons to teach and receive licenses as Military 
Spouses, who have equivalent licenses out-of-
state, for equivalent occupations.  This initiative 
was endorsed by Michelle Obama and Jill Biden 
as a top priority for 2012. 

Disposition of Human Remains.   Allow 
for clarification of the disposition of remains of a 
military member, killed in the line of duty, by the 
use of federal Form DD93, which is currently 
not recognized in New York.

Those issues listed above, are but a few 
which need to be addressed to protect our active 
military members, families and our veterans.   
Sadly, even with issues as important as these, 
partisan politics gets in the way. As a Viet Nam 
veteran and Ranking Member of the Veterans 
Affairs Committee in the State Assembly, I 
would hope that there will come a time when 
good men and women on each side of the aisle 
allow patriotism, not partisan politics, to rule the 
day when it comes to the protection and care of 
our Nation’s veterans.

Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli serves as the 
Ranking Member of the New York State Assembly’s 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, and is a Viet Nam 
combat veteran. He represents Bedford, Harrison, 
Lewisboro, Mount Kisco, New Castle, North Castle, 
North Salem, Pound Ridge and White Plains.

Memorial DayContinued from page 29
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*Fares are in USD, per person, based on double occupancy, cruise only, capacity controlled, and subject to availability. Government fees and taxes up to $116.75 are per person, are additional, and subject to change. Free upgrade offer applies to select stateroom categories priced at same fare as lower categories and is subject to
availability. Value of onboard credit is for two guests. Princess reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement of up to $9 per person per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. See the applicable Princess brochure or visit princess.com for terms, conditions and
definitions that apply to all bookings. Other restrictions may apply. Ships of Bermudan registry. Pisa Brothers Travel, a Worldview Travel Company strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors and omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers Travel.

Your choice of Traditional Dining, Specialty Dining or Casual Dining • Library, card room, boutiques, a casino, enrichment programs & more
Stylish bars and lounges with live music, entertainers, shows and dancing • Warm, welcoming service • Lotus Spa, gym & fitness area

Bermuda Sampler
4 nights, Oct 27 - 31, 2012
Caribbean Princess® | Offer #1210033

Caribbean Islander
10 nights, Oct 31 - Nov 10, 2012
Caribbean Princess® | Offer #1210034

Relaxed, rejuvinating retreat at sea. A Princess® ship is more than your home away from home - it’s a floating
retreat filled with entertaining, engaging options for enjoying each and every hour. Choose to settle in on deck or fill
your schedule with wonderful activities. Best of all, how you spend your day is up to no one but you.

Canada & New England
7 nights, Sep 15 - 22, 2012
Caribbean Princess® | Offer #1210031

Escape completely® with
New York convenience

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

Up to 2-category FREE upgrade* Up to 1-category FREE upgrade* Up to 4-category FREE upgrade*

INSIDE OCEANVIEW BALCONY
from from from

$479 $519 $699
per person* per person* per person*

INSIDE OCEANVIEW BALCONY
from from from

$899 $1,049 $1,449
per person* per person* per person*

INSIDE OCEANVIEW BALCONY
from from from

$799 $899 $1,299
per person* per person* per person*

EXCLUSIVE
$50
onboard
credit*
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