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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834

Of significance
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CommunitySection

By MARK JEFFERS
We stopped by the 20th 
anniversary celebration for 
the Community Center of 
Northern Westchester last 
weekend and it was a rousing 
success. Congratulations to 
all the hard workers, it was a 

fun event and educational as well, speaking of 
fun and informative, have a look at this week’s, 
“News and Notes…”

“Books without Borders,” the brainchild 
of our northern Westchester neighbor and 
friend Dennis Sheehan is happening on June 
9th from 10am to 4 pm on the newly reno-
vated Yonkers Waterfront. Authors, well 
known and new will line the Hudson River 
along the beautiful Hudson promenade. It 
will give the public the opportunity to meet 
and talk to their favorite writers and possibly 
discover a new favorite. Authors, Booksellers, 
Literary Agents, Publishers and Distributors 
are attending and offering seminars, work-
shops and panel discussions, which will be 
held in the Riverfront Library. This will give 
the public a chance to see what goes on in the 
publishing world.

The American Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life is making a stop at the John Jay 
High School track in Katonah on June 22nd 
through June 23rd; this is a really cool event, 
especially the Luminaria Ceremony where 
candles in bags are lit to honor those who have 
fought cancer.

The Westchester County Department 
of Health recently held their annual water 
tasting contest in honor of National Water 
Drinking Week, never knew there was such a 
week...the Cortlandt Water District took the 
crown with Greenburgh finishing second. I’m 
sure our water from Bedford finished last, but 
we are working on it…cheers!

Here’s some more County Health news, 
the county has started treating catch basins 
holding standing water with larvicide to help 
stop mosquito growth, I started to itch and 
scratch just writing about this…

Just in case you did not fill your garden 
on Mother’s Day, not to worry my wife did…
The Friend’s of Lasdon Park & Arboretum 
on route 35 in Katonah are having their 
21st annual plant sale on Saturday, May 19th 
from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. Also featured will 
be “The Sustainable Garden,” an interactive 
walk with stops highlighting many aspects of 
environmentally-friendly gardening. Experts 
will be available to advise on such topics as 

using deer-resistant and native plants, as well 
as plants that attract butterflies, “good bugs” 
and hummingbirds. Exhibitors will add to 
the sustainability theme by offering prod-
ucts and information that encourage wild 
birds, beekeeping, mulching, raising chickens, 
composting and more. I sure hope I have not 
been swatting any of those “good bugs.”

Bow-wow…did you know that next week 
is Dog Bite Prevention week? The town of 
Yorktown is observing it by offering these tips 
on how to stay safe when a dog approaches... 
Don’t turn and run—dogs naturally love to 
chase and catch things. Stand still, with your 
hands at your sides. In most cases, the dog 
will go away when it determines you are not 
a threat. Don’t put your hand out—just allow 
the dog to approach you to sniff you. Don’t 
scream. If you say anything, speak calmly and 
firmly. Face the dog at all times, but don’t stare. 
Avoid eye contact. When possible, back away 
slowly, watching the dog from the corner of 
your eye, until the dog is out of sight.

“Eat Well, Do Good,” (that’s how I live 
my life), is the theme for the 40th Annual 
Lobster Festival at Pound Ridge Community 
Church. Order your live or cooked lobsters by 
calling 914-764-9000 by May 17th, with all 
proceeds going to local charities.

Why is it always about food with me… 
the Bedford Fire Department will be hosting 
a community pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
May 20th from 8am-11am at the Bedford 
Village Fire House. Come and join them for 
Pancakes, Hot Cocoa, and Raffles. All are 
welcome, and donations are appreciated. The 
Bedford Fire Department is 100% volunteer 
and handles both fire and EMS for the 
Bedford Village Fire District.

If you haven’t already, take a minute to 
welcome home and chat with your college 
age neighbors. Two of my daughters are home 
from school… yes that’s right, I am paying two 
private college tuitions…now you know why 
I’m so crazy, but I truly could not be happier to 
have the mayhem return…see you next week.
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 
2008. As president he has seen rapid growth of 
the company with the signing of numerous clients. 
He resides in Bedford Hills, New York, with his 
wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, Amanda, 
and Claire.
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 DeVeLOPMeNTCONsTrUCTiON

COUrTs

By RICHARD SLINGERLAND
Con Edison Utility Relocation Work will start 
Monday, May 14, 2012, and should last one 
month.

More work will take place after the bridge 
replacement contract is awarded, in June.

When Bridge Demolition begins, Jefferson 
Avenue Bridge will be impassable to traffic.

The following locations will be temporarily 
eliminated from permit parking in the Jefferson 
Avenue Permit Lots from May 14th until roughly 
June 14th.

Parking closed off for utility relocation:
The three back-row spaces, and last four 

spaces, in the corner of the bigger Jefferson 
Avenue Permit Lot by the Mamaroneck River.

The center row of parking (8 spaces), and the 

street-side row of parking (9 spaces) in 
the smaller Jefferson Lot, by Columbus 
Park.

4 metered spaces on Jefferson 
Avenue, by the Bridge over the 
Mamaroneck River

30 total spaces will be temporarily 
closed for construction

Note: When Bridge Construction starts, the 
entire small Jefferson Avenue lot will be closed.

Temporary parking using existing 
RR-permits will be allowed at the following 
locations:

Long-term parking meter spaces on Van 
Ranst Avenue

Any Parking meter space on Jefferson 
Avenue

Parking meter spaces on 
Halstead Avenue, on the railroad 
side of the street

Please be advised that the 
construction schedule will change, 

depending on the weather, field 
conditions, and the progress of work. 

The Village will post updates on our Website: 
www.village.mamaroneck.ny.us. We can also 
send you e-mail updates as well, which you can 
receive by signing up for Village News.

We greatly appreciate your cooperation 
and understanding, and we apologize for any 
inconvenience.
Richard Slingerland is Village of Mamaroneck 
Manager.

Notice of Construction start at Village of Mamaroneck Jefferson Avenue 
Bridge replacement Project

NEW YORK, NY - Preet Bharara, the United 
States Attorney for the Southern District 
of New York, and Willard K. Tom General 
Counsel of the Federal Trade Commission 
(“FTC”), announced Thursday, May 10, 2012, 
the United States has filed a civil lawsuit against 
Harrison Funeral Home, Inc. (“Harrison”), a 
funeral home in Westchester County, New York, 
and its President John Balsamo (“Balsamo”) 
for engaging in unfair and deceptive acts or 
practices in connection with the provision of 
funeral services. The Government’s Complaint 
seeks civil penalties and injunctive relief barring 
Harrison and Balsamo from violating the law in 
the future.

According to the Complaint filed in White 
Plains federal court:

The FTC promulgated what is known as 
the Funeral Rule to ensure that people inquiring 
about funeral arrangements receive full and fair 

pricing information and are not taken advantage 
of by funeral providers through inflated prices, 
overcharges, double charges, or unnecessary 
services. The law is aimed at protecting grieving 
individuals from being taken advantage of by 
funeral providers, and requires that information 
about prices be disclosed to persons inquiring 
about funeral arrangements and that they be 
given written price lists and statements of the 
funeral goods they selected to purchase.

The Complaint alleges that Harrison 
committed five violations of the Funeral Rule by 
failing to provide the required price lists to persons 
inquiring about funeral services on four separate 
occasions. Although Harrison and Balsamo were 
advised of their violations of the Funeral Rule 
and given the option of enrolling in a voluntary 
program aimed at preventing future violations, 
Harrison and Balsamo failed to enroll their 
employees in the program’s required trainings and 
continued to violate the Funeral Rule.

The Complaint seeks civil penalties in the 
maximum amount allowed under the FTC for 
five separate violations of the Funeral Rule in 
2010, as well as injunctive relief barring Harrison 
and Balsamo from violating the Funeral Rule in 
the future.

Mr. Bharara thanked the FTC for its assis-
tance in this case.

The case is being handled by the Office’s 
Civil Division. Assistant U.S. Attorney Natalie N. 
Kuehler is in charge of the case.

Us Attorney Bharara Files suit Against Harrison Funeral Home and its 
President, John Balsamo, for Unfair Trade Practices

Merchant Parking Only.

Tree Controversy 
raises issues in 
Mount Vernon
By SHANNON AYALA

If the Planning Board of Mt 
Vernon ultimately approves it, 
a house on residential Cedar 
Street in the Fleetwood area, 
is expected to be demolished, 
and the wooded yard behind 
it (some two dozen cedar 

trees) cleared and paved over, rezoned, for a 23 
to 25-space parking lot. Despite the Mt Vernon 
Zoning Board having already approved it, 
homeowners in the neighborhood continue to 
oppose the plan, especially the neighbors who 
only last year moved into the house next door. 
On the other side of the house, is an apartment 
building with no lot, and residents say parking is 
the worst disadvantage of living there. A pecu-
liarity that arises in this controversy, is a largely 
unused parking area designated for “merchant 
parking” only.

The municipal lot (#16) between Broad 
and Grand Streets may be a less convenient 
two block walk away for 485 Gramatan Avenue 
and it may not be as safe for residents returning 
home at late hours. Furthermore, if the elevator 
broke then it could potentially be exhausting to 
climb to the top via ramp or stairs. Nevertheless, 
the residents who have pointed out the perpetual 
emptiness of Lot 16 are not mistaken by that 
emptiness.

The Mt Vernon Parking Bureau says that 
there is a 4-5 year waiting list for permit-spaces at 
Lot 16 at least up to the third floor. They say the 
top level, the fourth floor, is reserved for merchants. 
The fourth floor has over eighty spaces. Most of 
the signs say “merchant parking” but beneath one 
“permit parking” sign is a whole row of nineteen 
spaces unused day and night. Even if only half of 
those spaces are really for merchants, that is still 
almost twice as many spaces as in the potential 
lot at 10 Cedar. At 4PM on a Thursday, only 16 
merchant spots were filled.

Continued on page 5
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 DeVeLOPMeNT

“Sheehan might be one of the best storytellers 
of our time, He has done his homework on this 
one and I’m looking forward to his next.” 
-Bill Lind, ABC News 

WASHINGTON  TIMES --   
“Purchased Power” by Dennis Sheehan  
is a debut novel by Tom Clancy's  newest rival.” 
-Cecie O’Bryon England 

The Intrigue of International Finance and Politics 
From the pen of  

Dennis Sheehan 
 

Purchased Power by first time (!) author Den-
nis Sheehan has to be read to be believed. It's 
a taught, tense thriller filled with espionage, 
intrigue, and engaging characters that will 
keep you turning the pages. Think of it as a 
more intelligent Tom Clancy novel, with a 
level of detail that could only be crafted by 
someone who really knows their stuff. Highly 
recommended.  
-Brett Gillin 
 

 
Available at Barnes & Noble, Amazon 
and anywhere Fine Books are sold! 

NEW FROM WESTCHESTER AUTHOR 

BRUCE FABRICANT 

Come back to Mount Vernon, NY of the 
1940s & ‘50s and relive the memories of a 

city in a bygone era 

mmmmmmpix 

Hear men reminisce about 
living in a community 60 
years ago where playing 
baseball was not just a 
sport but a way of life 

Visit long forgotten places in 
“The City of Homes” where 
kids did nothing more than 
go to school, play and stay 
out trouble 

Both books available at www.lulu.com 
Contact Bruce Fabricant: bfabric459@aol.com 

A survey was conducted to see why 
merchants generally aren’t parking there. 
Thirty people that work in businesses in the 
vicinity (downtown Fleetwood, a commercial 
area) participated. These are the findings.

• 22/30 drive to work
•  15/22 who drive to work were aware of 

merchant parking
•  4/15 who drive to work and were aware, 

use merchant parking
• 6 were nearby residents/walk
•  1 said was aware but didn’t know how 

to get a permit
•  5 said would park there but permits cost 

too much
The reasons why those who were aware 

of the spaces but have chosen not to park 
there may not only lend to the Planning 
Board’s actions in the tree controversy but 
could also address other issues. Five people 
said that they used to park on the upper level 
when it was free, but relatively recently, the 
City began charging merchants about $24 per 
month. Two people said the fee was bad for 
business. Bartender Tara Pompi of The Bayou 

said “of course” she would park there if there 
were no fee.

Anyone who’s even strolled to the top of 
Lot 16 just for the view, or who’s been in any 
large parking garage might not be surprised 
to find that safety was a concern. The top of 
the lot could be “a little bit spooky... a couple 
of people I know have been held up around 
here,” said a local realtor, conceding that those 
people weren’t held up in Lot 16. Another 
person who spoke anonymously said one of 
their delivery people was robbed once and it 
seemed to have happened in Lot 16. Others 
said they’d rather not park there simply 
because of the unclean stairwells, the four 
story trek, or because they wouldn’t trust the 
elevator. One of the two elevators is broken 
and the glass walls at top of that stairwell are 
smashed. The security guard noted that there 
are cameras on the merchant level floor but 
the monitor screens are not in Lot 16 itself.
Shannon Ayala is a Class of 2013 student at 
the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism. 
He also writes New York environmental news 
for Examiner.com. His work can be found at 
SEArchives.wordpress.com.

Unused Parking.

Unsafe Elevator.

Tree Controversy raises issues in Mount Vernon

Continued on page 6

Continued from page 4

 eDUCATiON

Yonkers Mayor spano’s education redesign Team releases 
Phase i report Findings
Shared Services and Efficiency Measures Recommended for Legal, Human Resources, Facilities 
Management, Purchasing and IT Operations
YONKERS, NY – May 8, 2012 – Mayor 
Mike Spano’s Education Redesign Team 
(ERT) released today its initial Phase I 
Report, recommending shared services and 
efficiency measures for the City of Yonkers 
(City) and Yonkers Board of Education 
(BOE). In identifying functional areas where 
cost-efficiencies between the City and BOE 
could be achieved, the ERT examined the 
operations of their Legal, Human Resources, 
Facilities Management, Purchasing and 
Information Technology (IT) departments.

Convened for the first time earlier this 
year by Mayor Spano, the ERT immediately 
embarked on its Phase I task of conducting 
a comprehensive assessment of the admin-
istrative functions of the BOE and the City, 
with the objective of developing specific cost-
efficiency recommendations relating to their 
collective operations. Phase I also included 
the identification of grant and other funding 
opportunities to support the implementation 
of the Phase I recommendations.

Mayor Spano intends that Phase II of 
the ERT’s mission – to begin this summer 
with a newly reconstituted ERT - will focus 
on both the implementation of the Phase I 

recommendations, and the commencement 
of a broader scale examination of the complex 
consolidation, funding and educational issues 
facing the BOE - with an overarching goal 
of maximizing resources and improving the 
educational experience of our children.

“I want to thank this blue ribbon panel 
for dedicating so much of their time and 
expertise to developing these Phase I recom-
mendations,” said Mayor Spano. “This report 

demonstrates that regardless of how much 
the City and the Board of Education have 
done to improve their respective operations 
in the past, tremendous opportunities for 
improving service delivery remain if we work 
together. This Phase I report is the first step 
towards better enabling the BOE to focus its 
energies and resources on the education of our 
children.”

Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio 
added, “The Mayor’s Education Redesign 
Team is making significant progress by iden-
tifying duplicated services that will translate 
into more education dollars being driven to 
our students. I note with particular pride areas 
where the District has implemented proven 
administrative efficiency models that the 
ERT suggests the City of Yonkers attempt to 
replicate.”

In Phase I, the ERT conducted a 
month-long assessment of the major admin-
istrative functions of the BOE and the 
City including: Human Resources, Legal, 
Information Technology, Purchasing, Payroll, 
and Facilities Management/Utilities/Energy, 

Mayor Mike Spano
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By SAM SOKOL
The Jerusalem Post, May 10, 2012
http://www.meforum.org/3231/
catastrophe-called-nakba
“All of the world knows what happened here in 
1948,” Daoud Abu Lebdeh says, while leaning 
against a table in a coffee shop on the Hebrew 
University’s Mount Scopus campus.

“The Israeli soldiers or the Israeli militias like 
the Hagana, Kahane, the Irgun and Lehi came 
here and they [kicked] the people outside from 
their homes.”

Daoud is a nondescript man of 24 from 
the Jerusalem neighborhood of Wadi Joz. A 
correspondent and blogger with the Palestinian 
website the Middle East Post, Daoud has come 
highly recommended as an expert on the Nakba, 
the “catastrophe” of the birth of the State of Israel, 
and concurrently, the start of the Palestinian 
refugee problem, by Fatah Youth activist and 
Jerusalemite Mousa Abassi.

Except for the historical inaccuracy of 
placing the radical Jewish nationalist movement 
of Kahanism in the 1940s, several decades too 
early, Daoud’s statement echoes the standard 

Palestinian narrative of the Nakba, a topic which 
comes up every year as Arabs within Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority and around the world 
commemorate the what they see as the tragedy of 
Israel’s establishment on May 14, 1948.

Elaborating on the Palestinian narra-
tive regarding what they have termed “ethnic 
cleansing,” Daoud explains that “the English 
books, the American history books, it’s all the 
same. There is nothing to change. The whole 
world knows what happened here.”

“[The Jews] came here and established their 

own state [and] until today they have prevented 
us [from] establishing our state near to their state.”

The Palestinian narrative is very clear. 
According to Daoud and the Arab version of 
events, the Zionist movement began bringing in 
Jews to Palestine, then a peaceful backwater of the 
Ottoman Empire in which a distinct Palestinian 
culture had developed over centuries.

Having convinced the British to back 
their nationalist goals at the expense of the local 
Palestinians, the Jews began to bring in illegal 
immigrants and eventually drove the Palestinians 
out of their homes in an orgy of violence and 
massacre.

The Jews, explains Daoud, have no claim to 
any part of Palestine.

Asked why his predecessors did not accept 
the 1947 United Nations partition plan, unlike 
the Zionist movement which endorsed it whole-
heartedly, and instead chose to go to war, the 
Palestinian journalist grabs my iPhone off of the 
table.

“I have taken your phone,” he says. “What 
do you do?” The partition resolution, he claims, 
was like someone stealing a smartphone and 
then asking to split it. He asserts that the Zionist 
movement had no claim to any part of the land 

and that asking the Arabs to accept that they did 
was a trampling of their rights.

According to Daoud, the ancient Jewish 
presence in Israel, preceding the arrival of Arabs 
and Islam to the country by thousands of years, 
does not have any bearing on the current political 
reality.

Asked why, he counters that the Jewish pres-
ence in this land is similar to that of the Muslim 
Moors who conquered Spain.

“Just as I can’t, in the name of Islam, go to 
Spain to occupy it and [expel] the Spanish 
because [in the past we were there],” he says, “it’s 
the same thing that you [Israel] are doing now. It’s 
not my problem that [King] David was here and 
Muhammad was there.”

The Palestinian focus on the Nakba, and 
on the return to homes lost in the fighting and 
subsequent Arab mass flight from Israel in 1948, 
has intensified over the past few years, he asserts. 
Despite an emphasis on the Nakba, and Israel’s 
illegitimacy, in the PA’s educational curriculum 
since the early 1990s, Daoud is sure that his 
people have grown more attached to the Nakba 
narrative because they are disillusioned by the 

 eDUCATiON

including work sessions with departmental 
managers and the review of documents provided 
by those managers.

Based on these assessments, the ERT’s 
Phase I report recommends the following:
i. Legal
·  Consider ways to reduce outside counsel fees 

for BOE’s primary legal needs, including the 
hiring in-house counsel and/or conducting 
an RFP for new outside counsel. Potential 
Savings: in excess of $300,000
Explore strategies for reducing the costs 

associated with the City and BOE’s use of 
outside counsel through: (a) provision of litiga-
tion services by the City’s Corporation Counsel 
Office, (b) negotiating reductions in current 
contractual rates and (c) establishing pre-deter-
mined “government rates” for new engagements.

Examine the Workers Compensation 
Function, which is already provided as a shared 
service, to reduce external legal costs and improve 
worker safety.
ii. Human resources

Consider the consolidation of all City and 
BOE Human Resources staffing to eliminate 
redundancies and improve efficiency, recog-
nizing the need to maintain HR staff dedicated 
solely to the hiring and administration of 
teaching staff.

Explore efficiencies in benefits program-
ming to ensure both City and BOE are 
providing the best employee coverage at the best 

rates.
Consider merging City and BOE payroll 

systems.
Conduct a consolidated review of Workers 

Compensation costs and liabilities to enhance 
administrative efficiencies and improve 
employee safety.

City should consider tools used by BOE to 
reduce job posting costs, where ever practicable.
iii. Facilities Management/
Public Works/Utilities
·  The City should expand its ongoing 

assessment of facility utilization for City 

operations to include the BOE’s facilities 
needs for its non-academic and/or 
administrative operations.

·  The City and the BOE should explore 
merging storage facilities for assets such as: 
records, food, and/or furniture.

·  Consider merging the vehicle maintenance 
functions of the City and BOE.

·  The City and BOE should collaborate on 
energy-savings initiatives.

·  The City should consider merging solid 
waste disposal services.

·  The City and BOE should consider merging 
snow removal services.

iV. Purchasing
The City and BOE should develop a mech-

anism to coordinate their purchasing practices to 
achieve cost-savings for common purchases.

The BOE and the City should look beyond 
the City’s boundaries for additional purchasing 
partners to include other municipalities and the 
existing intermunicipal consortium.

The City should continue to seek ways to 
streamline the procurement process in order to 
reach greater efficiency, including consolidation 
opportunities.

V. Information Technology
The City should hire a Chief Information 

Officer who will shape IT policy and manage 
technology in order to enhance efficiency, 
streamline business processes and improve 
customer service delivery.

The City should consider merging the infor-
mation technology and telecommunications 

functions which are currently provided by 
MIS and Office Services, respectively, to create 
internal synergies.

The City and BOE should inventory all 
MIS-related assets and determine if there are 
opportunities to maximize its collective tech-
nology capacities and save money.

The City should explore the viability of 
utilizing the voice over internet protocol (VoIP), 
whenever practical, as well as evaluating provider 
options.

The City should consider adopting the 
BOE’s practice of moving its applications to the 
“cloud.”

The ERT also identified grant opportuni-
ties which may be available to help offset costs 
associated with further study and/or implemen-
tation of these Phase I recommendations:
·  NYS Local Government Records 

Management Improvement Fund
·  NYS Local Government Efficiency Grant 

Program
·  NYS Local Government Performance and 

Efficiency Program
With Phase I complete, the ERT now will 

oversee the implementation of these recom-
mendations and also serve as the vetting agent 
for upcoming Board of Education vacancies. As 
part of Phase II, Mayor Spano will also recon-
struct the ERT to include of more students, 
teachers and administrators, and begin a more 
concentrated focus on education funding and 
academics. Phase II is scheduled to begin this 
summer. The full ERT report is available on 
www.yonkersny.gov.

Yonkers Mayor spano’s education redesign Team releases Phase i report Findings

Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio

Continued from page 5
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interview with efraim Karsh: “The Catastrophe Called Nakba”

Continued on page 7
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Theirs was an unbreakable bond. Throughout his life, when Jim needed health guidance, he turned to the captain of
his ship — his primary care physician. When he thought it was the flu that just wouldn’t go away, his doctor diagnosed
Lyme Disease and cured him with antibiotics. When his cholesterol level reached new heights — and his body weight,
too — his doctor taught him the importance of eating a healthy diet. And knowing Jim’s family history of heart
disease, his doctor helped him keep his blood pressure under control. Year after year, Jim’s primary care physician
kept him healthy and cured his aches and illnesses — with check-ups, immunizations and personalized treatments.

Find your partner in healthcare among the top-notch primary care physicians
at www.ph pshospital.org/pcp or call 1 888 888-2311

Get better. Here.

the legend of the

UNBREAKABLE BOND

 HisTOriCAL NArrATiVe

failure to achieve a two-state solution.
However, despite the popularity and wide 

currency enjoyed by the Palestinian version of 
events, not everybody subscribes to the Nakba 
narrative.

Efraim Karsh, an expatriate Israeli, historian 
and Arabist, is the editor of the Philadelphia-
based Middle East Quarterly, published by Dr. 
Daniel Pipes’s think tank the Middle East Forum, 
and, speaking with the Post by Skype from his 
home in the city of brotherly love, affirms his 
contention that the popular version of events is 
based on erroneous sources.

Karsh, who recently published Palestine 
Betrayed, a history of the Nakba, explains that it is 
precisely the widespread acceptance of Palestinian 
historiography that has stood in the way of imple-
menting a two-state solution and accounts for, in 
his view, Palestinian intransigence.

An accurate history of the conflict, he opens, 
should be independent of political ideology. 
He believes history has no relation to political 
ideology. He himself, he continues, is an advocate 
of the two-state paradigm, despite his absolute 
rejection of the Palestinian narrative.

One of Karsh’s main contentions in his book 
is the responsibility of the Palestinian and outside 
Arab leadership for the events of 1948.

“In 1947, prior to the first UN General 
Assembly vote, Palestinian leaders rejected any 

form of Jewish self-determination in Palestine. 
Hajj Amin Husseini, their most prominent leader 
from the early 1920s to the late 1940s, upheld 
that ‘there is no place in Palestine for two races.’ 
All areas conquered by the Arabs during the 1948 
war were cleansed of Jews,” he wrote in this news-
paper last year.

Delving through Arab, Israeli and British 
archives, Karsh in Palestine Betrayed paints 
a portrait of a divided and not at all cohesive 
Palestinian-Arab society that, as he put it “all 
but disintegrated, with 300,000-340,000 of its 
members fleeing their homes to other parts of 
Palestine and to the neighboring Arab states.”

Writing that “nowhere at the time was the 
collapse and dispersion of Palestinian Arab society 
al-Nakba, ‘the catastrophe,’ as it would come to 
be known in Palestinian and Arab discourse – 
described as a systematic dispossession of Arabs 
by Jews,” Karsh went on to quote contemporary 
Palestinian Arab leader Musa Alami, who stated 
that “If ultimately the Palestinians evacuated their 
country, it was not out of cowardice, but because 
they had lost all confidence in the existing system 
of defense.”

Even more damning, in Karsh’s eyes, is a 
statement by Sir John Troutbeck, the head of the 
British Middle East Office in Cairo, regarding a 
1949 fact-finding mission to the Gaza Strip.

“’We know who our enemies are,’ they [the 
Arab refugees] will say, and they are referring to 
their Arab brothers who, they declare, persuaded 

them unnecessarily to leave their homes.”
Referring to these and similar statements, 

Karsh tells the Post that “the beginning of my 
book basically tells it all. In 1948-1949 no one 
among the Palestinians spoke about the Jews as 
responsible for their plight. It came only later, ex 
post facto, that they started explaining why they 
ran away. If you look, there are quotes of refu-
gees in Gaza in 1949 telling the British ‘look, our 
leaders, the Arabs, they pushed us out but not the 
Jews’ so I cannot think that you need much more 
than this [to understand the situation].”

In the Fifties, Karsh says, the narrative began 
to change, with the plight of the Palestinian 
refugees being used as a tool in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict.

“In the Fifties you see the discredited Arab 
leaders like the Mufti and others begin an attempt 
to basically absolve themselves or rehabilitate 
themselves in their constituents,” he says.

This alternative narrative, combined with 
statements by Daoud regarding repeated Israeli 
rejections of Palestinian peace offers which Karsh 
rejects as untrue, paint a picture, he says, of a 
people unwilling to face reality.

The current Palestinian historiography is 
“a combination of ignorance and reluctance to 
reconcile themselves to reality [and] the result 
is very dispiriting for the future for peace,” he 
continues.

Certainly, the PA’s continuing demand for 
the “right of return” would be looked upon differ-
ently by a world that believed the Palestinian 
exodus to be the fault of the Arab states and local 

communal leaders.
In fact, Karsh continues, while there has been, 

even after the Roman exile, a Jewish presence in 
the Land of Israel for millennia, the very concept 
of Palestinian nationalism is a 20th-century 
creation.

Among his sources, Karsh quotes former 
Arab nationalist, Knesset member and alleged 
Hezbollah spy Azmi Bishara, who once made an 
appearance on Israeli television to announce that 
he doesn’t “think there is a Palestinian nation at all. 
I think there is an Arab nation.

“I always thought so and I did not change my 
mind. I do not think there is a Palestinian nation, 
I think its a colonialist invention – Palestinian 
nation. When were there any Palestinians? Where 
did it come from? I think there is an Arab nation. 
I never turned to be a Palestinian nationalist, 
despite my decisive struggle against the occupa-
tion. I think that until the end of the 19th century, 
Palestine was the south of Greater Syria.”

Of course, Daoud is having none of this. He 
says that while he is ready to accept a two-state 
solution, there really is no legitimate Jewish sover-
eignty in Palestine and that the entire conflict is 
the fault of Zionist territorial hunger and ethnic 
cleansing. Karsh’s opinion, he believes, is the 
historical revision, not the current Nakba narrative.

“The Jews suffered at the hands of the Nazis. 
What we don’t know is why we the Palestinians 
must pay the price for that.”

interview with efraim Karsh: “The Catastrophe Called Nakba”
Continued from page 6
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Catherine O’Lear 
Gronowski
CATHERINE O’LEAR GRONOWSKI 
passed away on May 9, 2012, at home, with 
her loving daughter by her side. Catherine 
was the last surviving child born to Stephen 
and Glafira Frances (Merena) O’Lear and 
was predeceased by eleven brothers and 
sisters. Catherine “Kay” was also prede-
ceased by her beloved husband, Adolph 
“Ski” Gronowski. She is survived by her 
daughter, Joan Gronowski, grandson, Daniel 
(Kirsten) Santore, and great-grandson, 
Henry Santore, of Silver Spring, MD.

Catherine was surrounded by her loving 
hospice caregivers and good friends at the 
end of her life, who made her last months 
as comfortable as possible, and who made 
it possible for her to live to see her 100th 
Birthday on April 24th. She was an avid 
reader until the last months of her life, and 
was forever clipping out newspaper articles 
and coupons to send to friends and family.

“Catherine was one of the kindest and 
loving of God’s creations, a genteel lady, 
who treated all whose lives she touched, 
with utmost respect.”

Visitation was held at Yonkers Funeral 
Service (107 YONKERS AVE.) on Friday, 

May 11th, 2012. Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated on Saturday, May 12, 2012, 
at St. Mary’s Church (S. B’way). Interment 
followed at Oakland Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, a donation in 
Catherine’s name is asked be made in 
her name to: Phelps Hospice, 701 North 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591.

He’s back, and tells us so on the rocking opening 
tune “Back To the Start” sending a message that 
after a few sidesteps, Gomes is now focused on 
(for the most part) returning to his previous 
blues-rocking days. My first clue came from 
seeing Gomes at the Tremblant Blues Fest two 
or so years ago, where his performances were in 
the same vein as this fine new recording.

But “Up 2 Zero” is not all about hard-
rocking blues, and it’s on some of the more 
laid-back songs where Gomes shows his song-
writing skills, and feel for more affectionate 
moods. For example; the slow and straight blues 
of “One Last Time” Anthony really digs down 
and asks/begs for that “one last kiss.” Now this 
isn’t exactly a quiet love song, but what’d you 
expect? As ever so slowly and tenderly; Gomes 
amps up his guitar (tastily) and eventually brings 
this solid blues song to an exploding climax. 
The well written Southern styled “Love Sweet 

Love” is reminiscent to what you’d expect of 
something the Marshall Tucker band would 
have been comfortable with back in the good 
old days when Toy Caldwell was at the helm, 
I could also see Coco Montoya covering this 
solid song. “Darkest Before the Dawn” is a 
pretty ballad that offers passionate vocals from 
Gomes, where Anthony asks “keep holding 
on,” it’s beautiful and a welcome addition, with 
supporting background vocalists, even though it 
was covered on Gomes ’02 “Unity” album. Pedal 
to the metal time with “Room 414” Gomes and 
company are flying low to the ground and on 
the prowl with dueling overdubbed guitars that 
possesses strong blues undertones. Deeper blues 
Mississippi Delta styled on “Voodoo Moon” it’s 
so haunting with Gomes calling out for “the 
ghosts of Clarksdale.” It’s here where Gomes 
unearths his grungiest guitar work with mystical 
vocals, and it’s a memorable keeper for sure. In 

similar fashion “Last Bluesman Gone” echoes 
“Voodoo Moon” stylistically, but Gomes is 
playing solo acoustic with spiritual background 
vocalists, Gomes’ emotionally calls out the 
names of Big Jack, Koko, Pinetop, Gary Moore, 
Big Eyes, Honeyboy, Hubert Sumlin and others 
saying “they’re all gone,” where Gomes repeats 
Etta James name twice on this very heart-
warming and touching track. The title track (as 
expected) is an upbeat rocker that includes some 
of the more high-spirited and rocking playing 
by Gomes, that classically ends abruptly and 
smartly. The closing “N’ Abandonne Pas” is a 
ballad sung in French.

In summary; where have you been Mr. 
Gomes? No matter, it’s great to have you back! 
“Up 2 Zero” should reignite Gomes’ career, and 
I suspect it won’t be long that you’ll see him 
performing at a bunch of festivals throughout 
the land. This new album is far from perfect, but 
if Gomes continues on this path, I would suspect 

that there will be further improvements. You 
see, Gomes is a triple- threat artist who sings 
soulfully, writes strong songs, and continues 
to improve (his already) great chops on guitar. 
Bring it on Anthony, at just thirty-seven years 
old, your future is bright.

By the way, two things: (1) “Up 2 Zero” 
debuted in the top ten on the Billboard 
Blues Chart. (2) Checkout the Blues Revue/
Blueswax special offer to see how you can get 
a copy right here: http://bluesrevue.com/
anthony-gomes-up-to-zero-special
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTiGNANO

 MUsiC

Anthony Gomes “Up 2 Zero”  
www.AnthonyGomes.com
“After a four year break from recording, 
welcome back Mr. Gomes!” Rating: 8

Where Do We Go From Here?  
By NAJAH MUHAMMAD
Let’s fly to the east
Let’s whisk away in the growth of love
The esoteric feel of love
Let’s thrush into motion at the speed of a thought
You were the answer when it was peace I had sought

Then the blame when my head was low
From the darkness we rose
Let us reap what we sewed
Let’s go!
But we are only heading east
Where we can rise with sun
Like smoke, like yeast

Let’s fly to the east and grow, grow again
So that we may clash against the foreshadowed shadow with more grace then way back when
Let’s fly to the east
Where night will carry the day away But at least
We will not have to feel the sun set because we will even grow with the rising of the moon
Let’s fly to the east and soon
Our love will be nourished

A nurturing cocoon equipped with sweetness and zest
Though the earth is round let’s fly to the east
Knowing that to keep going means we will once more fall upon the west

Najah Muhammad is a 17-year-old senior in high school. She plans to attend college next year majoring 
in communications. 
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Soul Survivor: Pim Fortuyn is an exhi-
bition that examines the confusion of 
this millennium’s turbulent beginning. 
Pim Fortuyn was a Dutch politician 
assassinated for his beliefs against 
mass immigrating to the Netherlands. 
He fearfully empowered the seventh 
article of the Dutch constitution, that 
of free speech, over the first article 
which forbade discrimination. In this 
way his actions were in accordance 
with those of right-wing movements in the United 
States following the attacks on the World Trade 
Center.  Lisette Muntslag’s essay accompanying the 
exhibition titled, “Pim Fortuyn Liberated My Soul” 

describes how she fell under similar 
threats and had to seek asylum in the 
United States. From afar, she aligned 
herself with Fortuyn and saw the 
media’s campaign against him as an 
attack on the messenger. She watched 
this man express his honest reac-
tions to the environment of the time, 
be denied protection from his own 
government, and then be assassinated 
by someone inside a government-

funded organization.
This corruption is depicted in Muntslag’s 

artwork by use of the color palette of Fortuyn’s 
political party: yellow and blue. A portrait of him 

is posterized with handwritten digital text 
expressing Latin phrases about free speech. 
This is accomplished by transforming images 
of Fortuyn found on the Internet, the ulti-
mate democratic medium, into representations 
exhibiting her unique sensibility. The result is an 
enchanting collision of colorful abstraction and 
high-tech appropriation with social activism.   

Lisette Muntslag lives and works in 
Poughkeepsie, NY. Soul Survivor: Pim Fortuyn 
will be on display at the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship, 67 South Randolph Avenue in 
Poughkeepsie, from May 6th until June 29th. 
An opening reception will be held May 19th, 
4:00 - 6:00 PM. For more information visit 
www.lenienterprises.com or www.lisettemunt-
slag.com

Pim Fortuyn Liberated My soul

By MARK JEFFERS
Welcome to another edition 
of “Sports Scene,” where we 
take a look at the great sports 
action here in Westchester 
County…

Congratulations to 
Tuckahoe’s basketball star 
guard Sky Williams as he has 

been named the Class C state player-of-the-year 

by the New York State Sportswriters Association. 
Williams led Tuckahoe to their second state 
championship.

Our area has another major league base-
ball player, as Fox Lane grad, Mount Kisco’s 
Darin Mastroianni has been called up to the 
majors from Class AAA Rochester to join the 
Minnesota Twins. Mastroianni recently started 
in left field for the Twins, way to go Darin, we all 
are rooting for you…

Giddy Up…Old Salem Farm in North 
Salem is holding its annual horse competi-
tion through May 20th. There will be over 130 
hunter and jumper competitors from all over the 

country, for details call 914-669-5610.
In Girls lax action, Mamaroneck squeeked 

by Bronxville 15 to 14, Megan Fitzgerald scored 
five goals and added an assist for the Tigers. 
Somers defeated Kennedy 15 to 8. led by Sarah 
Mink who scored a hat trick (3 goals) and had 3 
assists for the Tuskers.

On the boys side, it was Fox Lane beating 
Harrison 14 to 10, Will Quaranta scored four 
goals for the Foxes. Sleepy Hollow defeated 
Ardsley 10-2, Ben Parens had three goals and an 
assist for the winners.

In baseball action, White Plains got by 
Scarsdale by the final score of 8 to 3, Tommy 

Bertram went 3 for 3 with 3 RBI’s for the 
Tigers. Pleasantville hammered Mount Vernon 
16-0, three Panther pitchers combined for the 
no-hitter.

On the softball diamond, Valhalla took a 
close one against previously unbeaten Rye Neck 
3 to 1; Sydni Holtz hurled a three-hitter with 
seven strikeouts for Valhalla. Pelham clobbered 
Edgemont 18-2; Caitlin Hearle belted a three-
run homer for the winners.

Turning to golf, Eastchester “chipped” its 
way by New Rochelle 214 to 252 at the Pelham 
Country Club and the Ossining girls beat 

 sPOrTssCeNe
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Continued on page 10
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Valhalla 239 to 294 at Maple Moor. I’ve actually 
played Maple Moor once and I am relieved to 
say I didn’t destroy this great course, did lose a 
few balls, though.

Speaking of golf…The John Jay Booster 
Club will be holding its annual golf outing on 
June 4th at the Waccabuc Country Club.

Over on the tennis courts, Pleasantville 
“aced” Rye Neck 5 to 2 and Rye defeated Blind 
Brook 4-3.

In track and field action at the League III-B 
Championships, the team from Port Chester 
took first place, Valhalla finished second.

Iona Prep’s Greg Gallagher vaulted 15 feet 
5 inches to take fourth place in the high school 
boys’ pole vault competition at the recently held 
Penn Relays in Philadelphia.

In Westchester college sports action, Iona’s 
baseball squad beat Canisius 6 to 2. Westchester 
Community College blasted visiting Orange 
CC 16-9 and 11-3 in a doubleheader to clinch a 
share of the Mid-Hudson Conference title.

Pace College has inducted five athletes into 
its Hall of Fame, Dennis Carpenter (football), 

Katie Holden (softball), Wanda Maynard-
Morris (basketball), Marcus Mayus (lacrosse) 
and Robert Scheinblum (basketball).

Congratulations and good luck to former 
Rye’s girls basketball coach Mary Henwood who 
has retired after 25 seasons with the program.

It’s Ray Rice Day on June 16th at the New 
Rochelle High School, come and enjoy a day 
with Ray and other NFL players, there will be 
instruction a games. I’m sending my daughter 
Amanda who loves flag football…

My old friend from Yonkers Raceway Frank 
Drucker tells me that it was Atochia driven by 
Ron Pierce upsetting favorite Foiled Again to 

win the $455,000 final of the Yonkers Raceway’s 
George Morton Levy Memorial Pacing Series.

Speaking of horse racing, in case you are 
wondering, I did not have the winning horse 
in the Kentucky Derby, so I guess it’s back to 
writing this column, which I really do enjoy and 
of course the Preakness is up next to bet on…see 
you next week.
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch of 
MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008. 
As president he has seen rapid growth of the company 
with the signing of numerous clients. He resides in 
Bedford Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.
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Politics and Pratfalls
By JOHN SIMON

It is unusual for a play to start 
with two naked men in bed 
together, but that is how David 
Auburn’s “The Columnist” 
begins, and also, unfortunately, 
where its novelty and hold 
on us end. Auburn made a 

powerful impression with his play “Doubt,” but 
nothing of his since then was of like interest. 

“The Columnist” is no exception.
It concerns the life story of the important 

syndicated political columnist Joseph Alsop 
who, sometimes in collaboration with his brother 
Stewart, was an influential pundit and opinion-
maker for a good chunk of the past century. He 
hobnobbed with the great, including presidents, 
and managed to keep his true sexuality closeted 
away from all but some insiders.

In this he was abetted by marriage to the 
charming Susan, who knew what she was up 

against, though her optimism proved sadly 
unwarranted. Alsop had a pleasant relationship 
with her daughter Abigail, though proving less 
than an ideal stepfather when she brought a 
boyfriend home.

During the Vietnam War, Alsop was 
hawkish, in contrast with such younger journalists 

as David Halberstam and a few others, with 
whom he was in acrid conflict. Eventually, there 
was even a rift with brother Stewart. Andrei, the 
young Russian with whom we saw him in bed, 
turned out to be a Soviet agent, instrumental in a 
clandestine tape that came to haunt Alsop later, 
which figures prominently in the play.

There are two major problems with “The 
Columnist.” One is the profusion of subplots—
political, marital, sexual, stepfatherly—that both 
clutters up and fragments the story and dissi-
pates its impact. The other is that the waspish 
and irascible Alsop is beyond the author’s ability 
to make a difficult character sympathetic. So we 
get a work torn between being a documentary 
and historical fiction, and moreover juggling 
with too many balls. Not every playwright is also 
a prestidigitator.

John Lithgow gives his usual solid perfor-
mance as Alsop, not whoring for our sympathy, 
but perhaps paying the price of not showily 
making an unpleasant character unduly lovable. 
As Stewart, an easier role, Boyd Gaines is as 
winning as can be, and Margaret Colin brings 
all her charm to the underwritten Susan. 

Stephen Kunken and Brian J. Smith do well by 
Halberstam and Andrei, respectively, but Grace 
Gummer, Meryl Streep’s daughter, as Abigail, 
cannot quite allay suspicions of nepotism.

John Lee Beatty (sets), Jess Goldstein 
(costumes) and Kenneth Posner (lighting) are 
beyond reproach under Daniel Sullivan’s impec-
cable direction. Even so, the play, though one 
step ahead of being boring, is several behind 
being memorable.

The British adaptation by Robin Hawdon of 
Marc Camoletti’s French farce, “Don’t Dress for 
Dinner,” is everything a farce need be, without, 
however, reaching the level of the current “One 
Man, Two Guvnors.” There exists a hard core of 
anti-farcists (one Times critic included), whom 
it is hard to enlist.

A few seasons ago there was Camoletti’s 
“Boeing-Boeing,” wherein Mark Rylance’s 
extraordinary performance swept aside all 
demur. Here there is nothing quite as brilliant, 
though everyone is fully up to snuff, and John 
Tillinger has directed adroitly in John Lee 
Beatty’s winning French country-house set.

Bernard doesn’t know that his wife 
Jacqueline is cheating on him with his best 
friend Robert, who is coming for a weekend 
when Jacqueline is to be away visiting her 
mother. When she finds out that Robert is 
coming, she lustfully stays home on a pretext, 
and is shocked by another visitor, the actress and 
model Suzanne, Bernard’s secret mistress, whom 
he now tries to palm off as Robert’s squeeze. This 
infuriates Jacqueline against Robert, and leaves 
him miserably unable to assert his innocence 
without incriminating Bernard.

Also arriving is Suzette, the professional chef 
Bernard hired from an agency, and who, when 
Suzanne had to pretend to be the chef, now 
compels Suzette, after graduating from playing 
his gal to pretend to be Robert’s niece—enough 
acting, she says, for an Oscar, for all of which 
she extracts money from both me. Confusion 
is complete, especially what with Suzanne and 
Suzette both answering to the nickname Suzy. 

 eYe ON  THeATre

John Lithgow in The Columnist.

The Columnist theatre poster.

John Lithgow and Grace Gummer 
in The Columnist.



Page 11The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, MaY 17, 2012

 eYe ON  THeATre

Problems: Suzanne can’t cook, and Suzette lacks 
the wardrobe for a mistress.

Everyone must manage to avoid sharing a 
wanted or unwanted bedroom, and matters are 
further complicated when Suzette’s dangerously 
jealous husband, Georges, unexpectedly turns 
up. There is much, much more, with the wily 
Suzette proving an expert but expensive imper-
sonator, Suzanne driven to distraction, and both 
men teetering on major pitfalls.

There is plenty of expert slapstick from 
everybody, with the acrobatic Ben Daniels 
(Robert) and the protean Spencer Kayden 
(Suzette) especially effective, but the others 
(Adam James, Jennifer Tilly, David Aron 
Damane, and the regal Patricia Kalember) 
scarcely behind.

William Ivey Long’s costumes are great 
fun in themselves, though Suzanne’s hat that 
could be the bush for several birds may be a 
trifle too much. On the other hand, the way 
Suzette’s cook’s costume is converted into a chic 
party dress is a dazzling piece of sartorial leger-
demain. Except for some infelicitous wordplay 
on “happiness” and “penis,” “Don’t Dress for 
Dinner” is recommended to all and sundry, with 
no dress or undress required.
Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.
John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson 
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review,New York Magazine, Opera News, 
Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com

Politics and Pratfalls
Continued from page 10

WeLLNess

By RICH MONETTI
When we think of maintaining 
our health, the breakdown usually 
doesn’t get smaller than the 
particular organ that our family 
or medical history demands. 
Medical science, on the other 

hand, certainly demands interventions on a 
molecular and cellular level but that’s still way 
too big in comparison to the thinking deduced 
by Cross River Chiropractor Dr. Larry Stern and 
the wellness solution he is beginning to embark 
upon with his clients.

“The new medicine is Quantum Physics,” 
he says, “and NES ProVision is the delivery.”

Going back thousands of years, the Chinese 
first treated the body based upon the energy field 
called “Chi.” Today, modern medicine is proving 
that the energy field the ancients found actu-
ally does exist and is now known as the Human 
Biofield.

In turn, NES founder Peter Fraser, built 

upon the distant and recent past 
to design the energy link at 
the subatomic level. “He 
took Quantum Physics 
and the Human BioField 
and began to see its inter-
relationship and interplay 
between the biochemical 
reactions of the body and 
the energetics,” says Dr 
Stern.

Encompassing 30 years 
of research Fraser theorized 
that the Biofield is an intelli-
gent self-organic energy structure. “A 
message control mechanism,” he says, “It makes 
sure that information is transferred properly and 
that the biochemical and bioenergetic reactions 
that take place in the body are supposed to take 
place.”

Once correlated, Fraser was able to formu-
late the optimum Biofield model. Off that, 
computer software was developed with the NES 
scan to determine where weaknesses and distor-
tions exist within the field.

It follows then that information acts as the 
elixir to realign the biofield and the energy that 
powers it. NES infoceuticals, which are homeo-
pathic micro minerals, provide the information 
the body needs in order to get back to its natural 
energetic self-healing state.

That said, the infoceuticals work along the 
same lines as homeopathic remedies but the 
frequency in which information is imprinted on 
the Biofield is much higher. “So it’s information 
and energy as medicine,” he emphasizes.

All told, the solution seemed a natural 
extension of what Dr. Stern was already doing 
as a wellness center. “I help to alter and enhance 
the nervous system through spinal analysis,” he 
says, and since Quantum Physics has a lot to do 
with subatomic energetics in the nervous system, 

NES is something I’ve been 
following for several years, he 

adds.
Dr. Stern traveled 

to North Carolina in 
February and was certi-
fied in NES ProVision. 
He offers the program 
in conjunction with his 
chiropractic services and 

for those who want to a 
step a head preventatively, 

he says, “optimizing the Biofield 
takes wellness to the next level.”

On the other hand, patients already 
experiencing a breakdown in physical well-being 
have nothing to lose in terms of possible nega-
tive interactions with conventional medications 
and procedures. But results are a little less sudden 
than the illusion of pain relief provided by an 
Advil. “I tell people who have chronic illness that 
it takes about a year to see results,” he advises.

In the interim, he claims doubt can be eased 
in looking east to Europe, Australia and 50 other 
countries where NES is practiced. And even 
though the American model of medicine lags 
behind in its chemical approach to health, he 
says, “the number of practitioners has doubled 
here in the last four years.”

He hopes his certification can have the same 
exponential effect on not only his clients but also 
those interested in defying the old model. “I’m 
trying to broaden people’s view of what it means 
to be well and how to get there,” he concludes.

http://www.sternwellnesscenter.com
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance 
writer in Westchester since 2003. Peruse his work at 
www. rmonetti.blogspot.com.

Cross river Chiropractor Brings his Care to the sub Atomic Level
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will be out soon. He is a regular 

guest on Westchester on the Level with Hezi Aris. 

 
 

 

 Nancy B. Brewer is an award winning author, storyteller 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UK, 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Crime 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Lord 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poems that 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who 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revolution
By FRANK MATHEIS

It’s the same everywhere. The walls close in 
on a man until he feels like suffocating. Maybe 
it’s the savage silencing of dreams, maybe the 
heartache of love gone wrong. It takes all that to 
make you be first in line for a Sunday morning 
pint – or the last to leave at closing call– when all 
your so called friends live in a pub and when that 
sweet girl behind the counter becomes the object 
of your affection.

I’m not sure if my love for Stella led to the 
unintentional consequence of my hard drinking 
or if my drinking brought on my unintentional 
hard love for Stella, but the good thing is, they 
make a lovely combination. She serves me beers 
and I spend all my time with her. I know it’s a 
pathetic, unrequited love. Everyone in this pub 
loves her. None of us can have her. Longing for 
her is our evocation, our families long lost and 
abandoned. Stella with her kindly brew – I long 
ago forgot whether I come here for the beer or 
her.

The thing is, I come here and I drinks a bit. 
When I drink I gaze upon sweet Stella. There is 
nothing else left to dream about. It’s gonna take 
a revolution to change that and I just ain’t got it 
in me no more.

revolution: Let the 
indies eat Cake 
By STEPHEN WOODFIN

Cloistered in the dark towers overlooking 
the Hudson, the nationals sipped martinis and 
lent half an ear to the colonel who briefed them 
on the latest troop movements of the insur-
gents. “They seem to have no plans to storm our 

battlements. They are content to go from village 
to village spreading their message of freedom of 
speech and forging alliances with tribal leaders,” 
the commander said. 

“So we are in no immediate danger?” one of 
the executives asked. 

“Not in the sense that they will beat on our 
doors with axes and shovels,” he replied. 

“In what sense, then?” Harold, a VP, asked. 
“They are eroding our base, winning over 

the hearts of the citizenry,” the colonel said. 
“We have this game sewed up,” Mort, a 

national sales manager, said as he finished his 
drink and re-filled his glass. “They can’t compete 
with the infrastructure we have built over gener-
ations. They will wither and die if we just ignore 
them and continue to operate as usual. They are 
nothing but a flash in the pan.” 

The other men around the table humphed 
and nodded their heads. 

The colonel looked around the table, walked 
over to the map and surveyed it. 

“They aren’t starving. This is a different kind 
of army. The insurgents live off the land. They 
work undercover disguised as shop owners, mail 
men, nurses, car salesman, retired persons, even a 
handful of lawyers,” he said. 

One of the men who had not spoken before 
chimed in. 

“It has always been a good strategy to kill a 
snake by chopping off its head.” 

“That’s another problem,” the colonel said. 
“There is no snake. We can detect no central 
command, no lone rebel leader who speaks for 
them all. At best, we have found only isolated 
tribes.” 

“What kind of tribes?” Mort asked. 
“Many are small. Maybe a few hundred or 

a thousand people who communicate sporadi-
cally and support each other’s efforts. Some of 

the tribes are larger,” the colonel said. 
“How much larger?” 

“Some have tens of thousands of members; 
others, hundreds of thousands; a few, as many as 
a million or more.” 

“Life is politics. In those big tribes, someone 
must be vying for control. 

We just need to set them at odds with each 
other and let them self-destruct. Human nature 
will take it from there,” Mort said. 

“That’s just it. They are appealing to the best 
aspects of human nature. 

They applaud the triumphs of their tribe 
members, console them when they fail. They rise 
early, work all day, burn the midnight oil. They 
seem not to sleep,” the colonel said. “It is as if they 
thrive on the game itself, hoping against hope. 
Apparently they know they are fighting a losing 
battle. So any small victory invigorates them.” 

Harold stood up and walked to the map. He 
checked the locations of the pushpins that indi-
cated a sphere of insurgent control. 

“No one can sustain a movement like that 
for any period of time. I give them six more 
months before they throw up their hands and 
quit. We will be the ones still standing at the end 
of the day. 

“I’ve heard enough about these skirmishes. 
Let’s hear the financial reports.” 

An accountant passed out reports to each 
person at the table. He began his presentation. 
“E-books are approaching forty percent of total 
book sales,” he said. 

“What?” Mort said. “The last I heard they 
were hardly five percent of the market. What’s 
going on here?” 

All the men looked at the map. 
The colonel stood at the window, pressed his 

binoculars against his face and scanned the other 
side of the river.
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spirituality. 

Magdalena resides in NYC. 

 
 

 

 
 Stephen Woodfin is an attorney/author who has written five legal 

thrillers.  He blogs on Venture Galleries 

(http://venturegalleries.com/author/stephenwoodfin ) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 At 30, I had a massive stroke. 18 months later, I returned to work as a 

policeman. My career ended after a 2nd stroke so I took up painting. Now, 

after a 3rd stroke, I write! 

Stephen Woodfin is an 
attorney/author who has 
written five legal thrillers. 
He blogs on Venture 
Galleries (http://venturegalleries.
com/author/stephenwoodfin )

At 30, I had a massive stroke. 
18 months later, I returned 
to work as a policeman. 
My career ended after 
a 2nd stroke so I took up 
painting. Now, after a 3rd stroke, I 
write!

Jack Durish was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, in 
1943. He is a soldier and a 
sailor, a decorated veteran 
of Vietnam, a husband, 
father, and grandfather. Jack is the 
author of Rebels on the Mountain, available 
at all eBook retailers, and a blogger at 
JackDurish.com, TheWritersCollection.com, 
and VentureGalleries.com.

A mother of three who 
works fifty miles from home 
and writes in her ”spare 
time” Krystal’s debut 
novel “Wilde’s Fire” has 
been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012

S. Martin Friedman has  
been a photographer and  
printmaker for more than  
50 years. During that time  
he has earned three degrees  
in art, including a Master’s Degree in 
Photography and a Post Graduate Degree 
in Graphics. He has also taught art on the 
secondary and college levels, and operated 
his own Gallery and Framing operation in 
Westchester County, New York. His artwork 
has sold in Galleries throughout the world 
and has been seen in numerous shows and 
Museums and private collections. When, 
in the 70’s he operated his own Atelier 
he did master printing for artists such 
as LeRoy Neiman and Salvador Dali. He 
now specializes in landscape, nature and 
panoramic images.   

Frank Matheis is a writer who resides in Pawling, New 

York. He has published more than four-hundred music 

and political newspaper articles, and six short stories. 

He was three times short listed for the Fish Short 

Story prize in Ireland. Besides his day job as 

international marketing director for a green technology 

company, Curtis Instruments, he is active in radio 

producing and Roots & Blues musicology, including as 

publisher of www.thecountryblues.com 

 
 

 

 

Bibiana Huang Matheis is a professional 

fine art photographer with a studio in 

Pawling, New York. Her work has been 

published internationally and she regularly 

exhibits nationwide. She studied at the 

Corcoran School of Art and the Maryland 

College of Art & 
Design. www.bibiphoto.com 
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printmaker for more than 50 years. During that time he 

has earned three degrees in art, including a Master’s 

Degree in Photography and a Post Graduate Degree in 

Graphics. He has also taught art on the secondary and 

college levels, and operated his own Gallery and 

Framing operation in Westchester County, New York. 

His artwork has sold in Galleries throughout the world 

and has been seen in numerous shows and 

Museums and private collections. When, in the 70’s he 
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operated his own Atelier he did master printing for artists such as LeRoy 

Neiman and Salvador Dali. 

He now specializes in landscape, nature and panoramic images. 

 

 

 

C.C.Cole is a Dark Fantasy writer from 

rural Mississippi who lives in the suburbs 

with her family.  Besides writing, other 

interests include medieval and 20th 

century history, martial arts, and adopted 

greyhounds. 

C.C.Cole is a Dark Fantasy 
writer from rural Mississippi 
who lives in the suburbs with 
her family. Besides writing, 
other interests include 
medieval and 20th century history, 
martial arts, and adopted greyhounds. 

Caleb Pirtle III is the author 
of more than 55 published 
books, the screenwriter for 
three made for TV movies, 
and a former travel editor 
of Southern Living Magazine

revolution
By JACK DURISH

Clark ducked as a sprocket flew past. He 
ducked again when the chain that remained 
attached to the other sprocket finally came free 
and twisted itself into lethal knots as it flew after 
the sprocket. The missiles disappeared into the 
crowd behind him inflicting pain and suffering 
in their wake. Still, the carnage couldn’t wipe the 
smile from Clark’s face.

“Sorry ’bout that, boss,” his assistant, Jeremy, 
muttered as he rooted through his box of replace-
ments. “I’ll have it fixed in a jiff.”

“No problem,” Clark responded as he 
stepped forward and touched the machine to 
share its final shudders as it ground to a halt. “It’ll 
work the next time.”

J. B. Bucksworth stepped up next to him, 
puffing on a thick, foul-smelling cigar. “Well, 
what went wrong this time?” he asked and slid 
the cigar to the other side of his mouth without 
using his hands.

“Nothing,” Clark replied.
“Nothing?”
“No, nothing really. Just needs a little adjust-

ment, that’s all.”
J. B. scowled at his investment and then its 

inventor. “It better,” he said and turned away to 
survey the damage to the onlookers. A reporter 
caught his attention.

“Will it work next time, Mr. Bucksworth?”
“Of course,” J. B. answered and huffed as 

though any fool could see that it would. “It’s only 
a matter of an adjustment here and there.”

“But, this is the fifteenth failed demonstra-
tion,” the reporter persisted and then shrank 
under J. B.’s icy glare.

J. B. waited until he had the reporter appro-
priately cowed and then graced him with a 
malevolent smile. “What of it?” he asked. “Do 
you doubt that we are good stewards of the 
public’s trust and their taxes?”

“No, of course not!” the reporter blurted and 

touched his press credential to make sure that it 
hadn’t magically disappeared.

“It’s only a matter of time,” J. B. continued. 
“It’s a revolutionary design,” he added with a 
sweep of his arm encompassing the entire thing.

“True, true,” the reporter and his cronies 
chorused in harmony.

“Are they going to try again today?”
J. B. glanced in Clark’s direction and waited. 

He received the barest nod from the inventor 
who remained staring at his creation with a look 
of awe.

J. B. relayed the message. “Yes, it seems so.”
“Why is the government even attempting 

such a thing?” a voice from the rear of the news 
pool asked.

J. B. strained to pick out the offender and 
made a mental note to rescind his press creden-
tial when he spotted him. “Who else can be 
trusted with such things?” he responded with a 
withering scowl.

“You could start with anyone who knows 
enough to use a set screw to hold a sprocket on a 
shaft,” the impertinent reporter replied.

J. B. used his cigar like a wand as though 
it might make the reporter disappear magically. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t. “Which paper do you 
work for?” he asked.

“I don’t,” the young man said with a smile.
“Electronic media?”
“No.”
“What?”
“News Hound dot com.”
“You’re a blogger?” J. B. asked, stunned.
“Yes, sir.”
“How did you get a credential?” J. B. asked 

before he could trap the words in his throat.
“It appears, sir,” the man replied softly, “that 

your press secretary isn’t any better at his job than 
your inventor.”

J. B. waved to a security guard. He turned 
back to the reporter as the guard worked his 
way through the crowd. “You aren’t a real news 

reporter,” he accused.
The blogger sensed the guards approach 

but remained calm. “Why am I being ejected?” 
he asked.

“Didn’t you just hear me?” J. B. demanded. 
“You aren’t a real news reporter! Must I repeat 
myself?”

“God forbid!” the blogger exclaimed. “Every 
time you open your mouth you subtract some-
thing from the sum total of human knowledge.”

A chuckle rippled across the gathering and 
J. B.’s eyes traced its course, memorizing the face 
of every man who appeared to join his discom-
fort. They’ll learn, he promised himself, that you 
shouldn’t laugh at a government official.

The guard reached the blogger just as a gasp 
and a shudder announced that the machine had 
returned to life. Slowly, majestically its wheels 
and gears, chains and sprockets came to life and 
began to whir is a dizzying display of synchro-
nized activity.

J. B. returned the cigar to his mouth and 
smiled broadly. It puffed like a locomotive 
with each word. “Beautiful, just beautiful,” he 
pronounced to everyone who could hear above 
the din.

“Yes,” the blogger agreed, “but what is it 
doing?”

A thought clouded J. B.’s eyes and he made 
a mental note to himself to find out just what the 
damn thing was supposed to do.

A different topic is addressed weekly on www.
TheWritersCollection.com. Each participant 
author, as well, as guest bloggers, are encouraged to 
write on the chosen topic. The intriguing aspect of 
each of their efforts is that by infusing their specific 
mood and / or genre, we can better appreciate the 
complexity, frivolity, or seriousness of the issue 
they are challenged to distill for all our readers to 
celebrate, critique, or be cajoled to delve in the joy 
of writing.
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My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services

 BOOKs

By ALLAN LUKS
The heavy, monarch-size 
envelopes arrive at each of 
their seven homes with the 
return address simply: White 
House.

The short letter praises a 
local congressman or senator 
or sometimes both for 

informing the signer about the addressee’s work 
“to help our country.” The letter continues, “I am 
inviting you to the White House to share your 
ideas with my staff.” The signer is the President.

The seven arrive today at the Old Executive 
Office building across from the White House. 
Two young aides, a man and woman in their 

early twenties, lead them into an auditorium and 
onto a stage which has eight chairs on it.

Waiting on stage is one of the President’s 
initiative advisors, whose sector is concerned 
with seniors. The advisor, in his early forties, has 
a pale complexion and rings under his eyes. He 
shakes each of their hands while his staff enters 
and sits in the large auditorium, mostly young 
faces except for a section in front being filled by 
gray-haired men and women.

The advisor holds a hand mike and walks to 
the front of the stage, saying “the purpose of this 
new initiative afternoon is to familiarize our staff 
with our guests’ important efforts.”

He turns around and asks who wants to 
speak first—Myron and Mimi quickly walk to 
the front of the stage but Myron holds the advi-
sor’s arm, preventing him from returning to his 
chair, and says to the audience, “My wife and I 
are the only ones from our group speaking today 
from the stage. We’ll then go down and join you 
in the auditorium to exchange ideas. But before 
that happens, we’re hoping the advisor will have 
time to address us all.”

The advisor returns to his chair on the stage. 
Myron doesn’t say that his cousin, a lobbyist, 
had advised the group to purposely leave time 
for the advisor to talk, because government 
officials prefer to “stay quiet and avoid making 
commitments.”

Myron explains to the audience that he ran 
his City Council campaign based in large part 
on the honesty of seniors and their awareness 
of the need for people to feel connected to each 
other. He adds that while he lost, a number of 
seniors in different cities had won with similar 
campaigns.

“What would be helpful,” Myron finishes, 
“is if the many government paid ads in the media 

that inform seniors about volunteer opportuni-
ties, usually in libraries, schools and charities, 
also encourage retirees to consider volunteering 
in and even running for public leadership posi-
tions.” Myron turns and nods to the advisor.

Mimi rises and takes the microphone. “I 
want to add that the Senior Women’s March and 
the Talk Centers for people to come and discuss 
public issues have been spreading, though their 
size remains small. We would like a nonpartisan 
team of government officials to be organized to 
push the growth of Talk Centers, since citizen 
involvement is something all politicians say they 
favor.”

Mimi walks over and gives the mike to the 
advisor, who approaches the front of the stage. 
“First,” he says, “we’ve invited senior guests from 
the Capitol area, so as good hosts let’s ask them 
for their thoughts.”

A woman, thin and athletic-looking, stands, 
“What you men and women on stage have done 
is wonderful. Neither I nor my husband has 
been involved, nor have most of our friends, in 
the marches and Talk Centers.”

She looks down at the seniors sitting near 
her, and then looks up at the stage. “Your group 
has shown there’s a way that we seniors can be 
part of changing this country—or should be. 
We want to feel this. It’s why we accepted our 
center’s invitation to come here today. But many 
of us need more encouragement to get started. 
Please, help us.”

A senior couple quickly stand at the same 
time. Both hold small note pads, and say they are 
following up on the words of “our last speaker 
and we will report back to our own senior center. 
We believe many there are waiting for us to 
return to give them more information about 
participating.”

The advisor looks at his watch. “My staff, 
I know how busy you are and appreciate your 
coming today. Please, send any follow-up ideas 
to my office.”

The staff rises and is quickly leaving, taking 
coffee set up at the back of the auditorium, as the 
advisor announces, “We hope our senior guests 
on stage and those in the auditorium will get 
together over coffee to exchange ideas about the 
marches and Talk Centers and how you can help 
each other.”

The advisor walks over to Mimi and Myron 
and says in a low voice,

“I must leave. Even if you don’t hear from 
me right away, we’re thinking about your work. 
Trust me.”

The advisor shakes everyone’s hand and 
leaves the stage and is quickly out of the 
auditorium.

“Stop looking so annoyed,” Mimi says 
to Myron, as they start to leave the stage. “His 
disappearance isn’t unexpected. But seniors 
getting together to discuss our potential to 
change the world a little before we leave it—
that’s what we’re hearing now. Don’t waste time. 
Let’s go meet our new colleagues.”

Myron still pauses at the step. “I guess it’s 
because I’ve become a politician that I keep 
thinking: how I’d react in different situations. 
Look, everyone knows government is polar-
ized. Could the President’s staff have hoped this 
coming together would happen today without 
doing it at a big meeting that would right away 
become political? Are non-threatening seniors 
attending small meetings one of the few ways 
left to start change?”
Send me your experiences: This column tells the story 
of four retired couples, who want to show that seniors 
are vital and discover that they also can offer new 
leadership to society. Each column is based on conver-
sations I’ve had with seniors and non-seniors. I’ve 
heard from many of you, and encourage other readers 
to contact me with their related experiences so I can 
include them in the remaining columns about the 
retired’s story as they (try to) strike back. Direct email 
to allan@allanluks.com.

 

The retired (Try To) strike Back
Chapter 50 – The White House

914-630-1928

By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

ADVERT ISEMENT
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COINS & CURRENCY

 GOLD & SILVER

WANTED

Experienced collector and part-time dealer will identify your
holdings, explain how to determine value, and  make you a 

strong offer or sell for you on consignment:
marosner@aol.com

References Available

914.649.3317

Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

GovernmentSection

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY -- Big govern-
ment continues its pursuit to 
regulate everyone’s life through 
senseless legislation. Before you 
know it, we’ll all be forced to eat 
low sodium soy sauce with all of 
our meals.

Democrat Felix Ortiz (D-Brooklyn) has 
sponsored a bill to prohibit restaurants from 
giving away toys, trading cards and other trinkets 
with children’s meals unless the food meets nutri-
tional standards.

“If they can make the items more healthy, 
then providing the toys as a reward will be fine 
with me,” Ortiz said.

The Ortiz bill would bar restaurants from 
giving out toys unless the meals they come with 
are less than 500 calories, have less than 600 milli-
grams of sodium and include less than 35% of 
total daily allowance of calories from fat.

Violations would be met with civil fines. 
The bill is being sponsored in the Senate by Sen. 
Gustavo Rivera (D-Bronx) - who did not return 
The Westchester Guardian’s telephone call request 
for a comment.

Ortiz denied that his latest bill deprives people 
of their right to choose what to eat, or a parent’s 
right to make that choice for their children.

Ortiz reasoned that if fast food establishments 
like McDonald’s want to give away promotional 
toys to children, they should offer items like veggie 
burgers, turkey meat and salads.

McDonald’s spokeswoman Heather Oldani 
said the fast food giant opposes the bill.

So do I.
If legislators want to make a difference in the 

lives of children, let’s tell them to invest dollars 
through education, to develop a stronger fitness 
requirement in schools, to create safe after-school 
programs that are fun and affordable, and to 
support little leagues, or any other organized sport 
keeping children fit.

sAMe-seX AFTerMATH, 
DiFFereNT LeGisLATOr

James S. Alesi (R-Monroe) one of four 
Republican state senators in New York, who voted 
in favor of same-sex marriage 
last year, said Wednesday 
night that he would not seek 
re-election.

Senator Alesi indicated 
that he did not want to go 
through a difficult primary 
campaign and put Republican 
control of the State Senate at 
risk in November.

Senator Alesi said he 

believes his decision to support same-sex marriage 
had cost him support among some of the more 
conservative Republicans in his district, making 
him vulnerable to a primary challenge. He 
dismissed reports that his loss of support among 
some local Republican officials was prompted by 
a controversy that arose over his decision to file 
a lawsuit after falling and breaking his leg while 
touring a house he thought was for sale.

“The conservatives pretty much declared 
there would be trouble for the four senators,” 
Alesi said, referring to himself and the three other 
Republican senators who supported the law. “I 
have served with dignity, and I have worked very 
hard for my district.

“And I don’t apologize for my vote on 
marriage. I think there is a significant number of 
people who appreciated my vote on marriage.”

The announcement comes on the same day 
that President Obama declared his support for 
same-sex marriages.

BUrKe TO PUrGe eMPLOYees
The state is moving to fire nearly 200 workers 

for abusing or neglecting disabled persons under 
their care.

“In our view, any type of abuse or neglect 
is intolerable, and we should not have these 
employees working in our system,” said Courtney 
Burke, commissioner of the Office for People 
with Developmental Disabilities.

The cases stem from incidents during the past 
year and include 130 in which evidence of abuse 
or neglect was “substantiated,” Burke said. Some 
cases involve workers punching clients or inap-
propriately confining them to a bed.

The workers have been suspended without 
pay pending the outcome of a union-mandated 
hearing process, Burke added.

News of the planned firings was announced 
during a cabinet meeting during which Gov. 
Cuomo announced a new campaign to rally 
public support behind his plan to overhaul the 
state’s system for treating the disabled and pros-
ecuting cases of abuse.
Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The 
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.

 THe ALBANY COrresPONDeNT

Assemblyman Ortiz, The Hamburglar

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
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No Wiggle room
By MARY C. MARVIN

On April 30th, the Trustees and 
I finalized a budget that we all 
agreed was our most difficult 
to date.

We finalized a budget of 
$13,966,549 with $5,820,936 
offset in non-property tax 

revenues resulting in $8,145,613 to be paid by 
property taxpayers in fiscal year 2012-2013.

We began the process with fewer policemen 
and Public Works staff on the payroll than we 
have had in years and 15% less administrative 
staff. As illustration, we now have one secretary 
for all of Village Hall.

Net-net we started the budget process with 
virtually no wiggle room.

Our looming fixed costs include our 
“debt” back to the State of New York which 
is Bronxville’s largest ever. Pension costs rose 
from $1,028,649 to $1,194,596 representing a 
16% increase in one year. Our pension obliga-
tions were just $4,566 in the 1999-2000 budget. 
Health care costs rose 5.5% to $1,783,015 and 
Workmen’s Compensation costs rose in one year 
a whopping 18.7% to $227,765 despite the fact 

we received a rebate due to our minimal use of 
the fund.

At the end of the process, we will send the 
State of New York a check for $3,205,376 and 
receive $64,713 back in direct State aid. This is 
clearly an unsustainable relationship.

Beyond the exponential increase in State 
mandates, expenses at the local level also rose. 
Fuel costs increased by 42% in just two years 
and our energy bill will jump 10.75% in the next 
budget.

On the revenue side, we could not prudently 
forecast significant increases in sales tax and 
mortgage tax revenue as the trends over the past 
year have been uneven.

Additionally, any costs from the County and 
Town that could be increased at the local level 
such as garbage transfer costs were filtered down 
to the Village budget.

At the end of the process, without buying a 
new pencil or offering staff raises, the tax burden 
on our 2,300 taxpaying houses, co-ops, condos 
and commercial properties was untenable.

Faced with this dilemma, our only recourse 
was to look for additional revenue sources whose 
costs did not fall completely on the Village 
taxpayer.

We reviewed all our revenue lines and reluc-
tantly agreed to put our parking meter costs in 

line with those of all our neighbors and charge 
a quarter for fifteen minutes rather than the 
current quarter for twenty minutes.

We had not adjusted our meter costs for 
over eight years, not keeping pace with other 
communities. In our estimation, this adjustment 
was the best way to balance the heavy burden on 
our taxpayers while not placing an unfair burden 
on any one stakeholder keeping the increase in 
line with neighboring shopping communities.

The additional revenue helped to lower our 
property tax levy to $8,145,613 from the original 
estimate of $8,276,957 as well as shore up our 
fund balance to help maintain our Triple A bond 
rating. This most favorable rating has proven 
advantageous for our capital program as we 
were recently able to borrow funds at a 1.75% 
net interest rate. As a result, you will see a very 
robust program of improvements to our long 
term assets such as road paving and curbing, 
tree planting, computerization of Village paper 
records and an aggressive program to clean and 
rehabilitate the Village sewer system.

At the end of our thoughtful and sometimes 
tortured process, our budget work resulted with 
$166 above the State promulgated tax cap.

We could have come in under the cap by 
decreasing our budget for road repaving for 
example, but we believed we had analyzed every 

budget line and made the best possible decisions 
for Bronxville residents.

The Trustees and I believe the small increase 
above the tax cap not only demonstrates prudent 
control over local finances but allows us to 
respect and champion the concept of local sover-
eignty versus State control of local issues.

We believe the final budget best serves the 
needs of the residents of Bronxville although 
perhaps not the political ambitions of the career 
politicians in Albany.

It still boggles the mind that the same 
folks due to their lack of courage and inaction 
send us a bill from Albany equating to a 4% tax 
increase and can also dictate a 2% tax cap on 
local spending.

From my perspective at the local level, we 
are in an unprecedented stage of “big brother” 
control, be it through the State mandated tax 
cap or the recent housing settlement requiring 
the County to sue its own municipalities.

I wait for the days when the taxpayer 
becomes the most important special interest 
group.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion or 
comment, consider directing your perspective by 
email to: mayor@vobny.com. 

 GOVerNMeNT MAYOr MArViN’s COLUMN

 CiViL LiBerTies

By LARRY M. ELKIN
There are two ways, sharply 
contrasting yet not mutually 
exclusive, that we can look at 
President Obama’s declaration 
yesterday that he now supports 
marriage rights for same-sex 
couples.

The cynical view is that, when left with no 
alternative, even the most self-interested politi-
cian will do the right thing.

The idealistic view is that democracy really 
does work, that the American people have a 
deep though imperfect respect for civil liberties, 
and that ultimately our politicians must at least 
try to be as good as we want our country to be, 
even when doing so is politically inconvenient.

Obama embodied the cynical view, yet his 
abrupt change of heart proves that at the end of 
the day, citizens determine government policy.

As a little-known candidate for the Illinois 
Senate, Barack Obama supported marriage 
rights for gay couples as early as 1996. This was 
the same year the issue exploded on the national 
stage, when Congress passed, and President Bill 
Clinton signed, the Defense of Marriage Act to 
deny federal recognition of same-sex marriages.

By the time Obama ran for the U.S. Senate 
in 2004 (the year Massachusetts became the first 

state to actually allow same-sex couples to wed), 
he opposed same-sex marriage but supported 
civil unions. Obama maintained his opposition 
throughout his bid for the White House in 2008 
and continued to do so once in office. He had a 
massive Democratic majority in both houses of 
Congress during the first two years of his term, 
during which time he opposed gay marriage 
while his administration defended DOMA. 
His position on the subject began “evolving” in 
2010, when Republicans took back the House of 
Representatives and made inroads in the Senate. 
By last year, after a series of court defeats, the 
president was calling for DOMA’s repeal, but 
that was a nonstarter in the current Congress.

Obama clearly hoped to bury the marriage 
issue until after November’s voting. While much 
of the country has embraced marriage rights 
for everyone, there is still substantial resistance 
– especially in certain swing states that will be 
crucial in choosing the next president.

One of those states is North Carolina, 
whose voters just this week endorsed a change 
in their state’s constitution to prohibit same-
sex marriage. The Obama campaign hopes to 
carry the state, which is also the site of this year’s 
Democratic National Convention. Supporting 
same-sex marriage will not be helpful.

The president’s effort to “evolve” silently on 

this issue until after November fell apart this week 
when Vice President Joe Biden and a member 
of Obama’s cabinet, Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan, both said they personally support 
same-sex marriage. This led to demands from 
Obama’s core backers, many of whom support 
gay marriage, for him to clarify his position and 
contrast himself with Republican Mitt Romney, 
a gay-marriage opponent.

Romney probably also wishes the issue 
would go away, even though his campaign 
undoubtedly relishes the president’s discomfi-
ture over it. Social conservatives opposed to gay 
marriage may not love Romney, but they also 
probably saw through the president’s effort to 
wait until after November before coming out, 
so to speak, on the other side. Romney wants to 
attack Obama’s record on federal spending and 
the economy rather than get mired in a social-
issues quicksand that imperils both candidates 
with the few, but all-important, uncommitted 
voters.

As I have written before, this ship has sailed. 
Same-sex marriage exists, it is not going away, 
and North Carolina’s vote this week notwith-
standing, state and federal rejection of it will 
not matter in the long run. Either the courts 
will continue to strike down such restrictions 
as unconstitutional violations of fundamental 

rights, or public opinion – which has been 
moving steadily in favor of gay marriage since 
the issue emerged less than 20 years ago – will 
ultimately make the restrictions go away. It is 
simply unworkable to have marriages recognized 
in some jurisdictions and not others.

So as Romney and others like him wait 
for the courts to take matters conveniently out 
of their hands, Obama deserves at least a little 
credit for finally taking the plunge. Whether 
he jumped off the diving board or got pushed 
ultimately does not matter. Now, at least, every 
American has a president who publicly supports 
his or her right to share a life with the person of 
their choosing.

The motives matter less than the result. In 
the sweep of history, Obama will be credited 
with having done the right thing.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, is president of 
Palisades Hudson (www.palisadeshudson.com), a 
fee-only financial planning firm and investment 
advisor headquartered in Scarsdale, N.Y., with $1 
billion under management. It offers estate planning, 
insurance consulting, retirement planning, cross-
border planning, business valuation and appraisal, 
family office and business management, tax prepa-
ration, and executive financial planning. Branch 
offices are in Atlanta and Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

evolving Under Pressure, Obama endorses Gay Marriage
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By HEZI ARIS
Inclusive of Comment 
by IAFF Local 628 
President Barry B. 
McGoey
Thirteen residents were 
displaced and a few pets were 
killed in a late afternoon fire 

that consumed the third floor and part of the 
second floor of what is known as a 2½ story 
multifamily dwelling on April 29, 2012. It would 
take almost four hours to extinguish the fire that 
burst into flames that week. The fire demanded 
the attention of 53 firefighters and 12 vehicles. 
Mutual Aid was afforded by the New Rochelle 
Fire Department who were called to man the 

Yonkers Firehouses until the return of the YFD 
from fighting the Crotty Avenue fire. Two 
Yonkers Firefighters suffered steam burns that 
demanded medical attention diagnosed as not 
life threatening. A third person was said to have 
twisted his ankle.

 The circumstances seemed straight forward 
but not yet reported are the 24 Firefighters that 
have put in for at minimum 5 hours in overtime 
for medical attention to the Crotty Avenue fire. 
The bill for the medical attention incurred will 
ring over $5,000 in overtime.   Were the medical 
attention legitimately required, the $5,000 
plus overtime incurred would not be an issue. 
If approximately one out of every two people, 
deduced from the 24 requiring medical atten-
tion and the ancillary overtime incurred, out of 

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

DeVeLOPMeNT

OSSINING, NY -- Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef announced that the Ossining Public 
Library and the Hendrick Hudson Free Library 
have been awarded construction grants from the 
New York State Library. Ossining and Hendrick 
Libraries are among 192 public libraries and 
public library systems selected to receive these 
funds. “These grants from New York State will 
give education and reading an essential boost as 
well as encourage students and all community 
members to utilize public libraries within their 
community,” stated Assemblywoman Galef.

Numerous public libraries all around New 
York State have been unable to make necessary 
and cost-saving renovations such as becoming 
more energy efficient, more accessible to users 
with disabilities, and allowing adequate space 
to accommodate library collections. The given 
funds will help libraries make these much-
needed renovations.

The Hendrick Hudson Free Library 
plans to use the $106,219 awarded to them to 
increase the effectiveness of their library services 
by creating more study space; increasing office, 
storage and custodial space; offering patrons 
vending options; and increasing energy effi-
ciency. These advancements will make certain 
that library patrons are able to enjoy their 
public library at its best while still saving money 

long-term from the energy efficient upgrades 
being implemented.

“We are privileged to have such a beautiful 
building and supportive community. This grant 
affords us the opportunity to make needed 
cost saving and efficiency improvements to the 
facility, while providing added services to our 
community. We are excited to begin and look 

forward to the reaction of our patrons,” said Jill 
Davis, Hendrick Hudson’s Library Director.

The Ossining Public Library was awarded 
$25,000 to help upgrade their air conditioning 
and replace system components, and preserve 
the existing geothermal wells and pumps for 
maximum energy savings. These upgrades will 
ensure savings for community members as 
well as make the library a more enjoyable and 
comfortable location for all.

Ossining Library Director Jim Farrell 
said, “The Ossining Public Library was pleased 
to learn it is the recipient of a $25,000 energy 
conservation construction grant. We wish to 
thank all those responsible for helping use 
be awarded the grant. It will offset the cost of 
converting the current computerized system that 
monitors the temperature controls in the library 
to a more cost effective system. Not only will this 
help regulate climate, it will also conserve energy 
and be more cost effective, saving the taxpayers 
money.”

More than 40% of the over 1,000 public 
library buildings in communities across New 
York are over 60 years old. Another 30% are more 
than three decades old. The overall $14 million 
in grants being awarded to public libraries 
throughout New York is the first step toward 
enabling all public libraries to make changes 
that will transform the ways that community 
members are able to utilize their public libraries 
and save taxpayers money in the long-term.

 “I am so pleased we are able to support 
libraries throughout the state with these capital 
grants. I am especially happy to know that these 
two libraries in my assembly district are grant 
recipients and they are receiving these grants 
in order to make their libraries more space and 
energy efficient. This will save my constituents 
tax dollars and construe other benefits as well, 
such as creating more efficient and more produc-
tive spaces in both libraries,” concluded Galef.

Assemblywoman Galef Announces Two New state Construction Grant 
Awards for 90th Assembly District Libraries

 FiNANCes

Yonkers Burning issue May Prove 
Nothing But a Ploy
Yonkers Fire Department Exacts 100 Plus Hours of Overtime in 
Aftermath of 76 Crotty Avenue Fire

Continued on page 18
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 FiNANCes

53 people responding to that fire, something is 
evidently very wrong.

At issue is whether the deputy chief on 
duty was sufficiently knowledgeable enough of 
firefighting to ascertain whether it was prudent 
to maintain the Firefighters kkep their effort 
when one of every two firefighters would need 
medical attention thereafter. Is he not respon-
sible to equally be concerned over the life and 
limb of his men as he is demanded to protect 
property? How can he place his men in harms 
way? Further, if the fire was of such intensity, is 
there no fail-safe measure that would permit the 
Firefighters to contain the fire from spreading 
beyond its initial imprint rather than putting our 
Firefighters in harm’s way? When does recogni-
tion reveal that life and limb outweigh property, 
when property can no longer be salvaged?

Perhaps the deputy chief did understand 
the fire that challenged the firefighters on the 
scene. If the deputy chief was knowledgeable of 
the challenge before him and the Firefighters, are 
Yonkersites now to infer that YFD is not suffi-
ciently trained to do the job they are tasked?

This reporter cannot believe there was a lack 
of leadership or oversight of the blazing fire at 
Crotty Avenue. Further, I cannot believe the YFD 
is ill trained or deficient in equipment to have 
fought this fire.

The logic of the questions conjectured above 
are the subterfuge, the smoke and mirrors tactics 
that an individual, a group, or a larger body of 
Yonkers Firefighters conjured up to express their 
disgust for their not having concluded a new 
contract with the new administration.

While the pissing match quietly takes place 
between Mayor Mike Spano and his surrogates 
and the Yonkers Fire Department, life and limb is 
held in balance and the Yonkers taxpayer foots the 
bill at the games the big boys play.

Why is Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano’s office 
silent over this issue? Why does the Yonkers Fire 
Department maintain its silence over their issues 
and concerns?

How many more ploys of deceit will Yonkersites 
have to endure before all the unions and the Spano 
Administration begin their respective efforts to find 
fiscal accommodation through negotiations focused 
toward a prudent and fiscal end?

A spokesperson for Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Administration has advised it is studying the 
Crotty Avenue incident, aftermath, and its 
implications.

The lack of scrutiny of firefighting 
throughout the city has evidently been permitted 
excess by this example due to the lack of oversight 
by internal mechanisms of scrutiny and because 
media has been kicked to the curb and become 
impotent in the process. Shame on us all.

Yonkers Office of Emergency Management 
and the American Red Cross were instrumental 
in finding housing for the displaced residents at a 
makeshift reception center that was situated at St. 
John The Baptist Parish on Yonkers Avenue.
ADDENDUM made at 8:15 pm - May 8, 2012:

I spoke to IAFF Local 628 President Barry 
B. McGoey yesterday. We focused on what I 
believed were the most important issues one need 
ask when men are sent into the throes of possible 
death, being injured temporarily or for the balance 
of their lives. I did not believe the stalemate 
between the Yonkers Firefighters and the Spano 
Administration were making headway. That was 
evident by what I surmised was the telling of the 
story above. 

Even so, Mr McGoey believes I have misun-
derstood the circumstances that were confronted 
at the scene of the fire and that the inferences I 
made were not on target. His perspective is most 
pertinent and the integrity of his words reveal his 
sincerity and relevance.

They are as follows:
“After our conversation yesterday I thought 

you had gained some better insight into the recent 
fire on Crotty Avenue. Then I read your coverage 
of the fire on the Yonkers Tribune. I must have been 
wrong in my assessment of your understanding 
of the fire scene and the impact of the fire on 
the Yonkers Firefighters, several of whom were 
injured and required emergency medical care.

“As I told you yesterday, this was not just a run-
of-the-mill small fire. This was a fire that appears to 
have started in the rear of the building on an upper 
floor while no one was home. The fire was not 
reported to the fire department until it had grown 
to a significant size within the structure and was 
noticed by neighbors and passersby. By the time 
the first fire companies were on the scene there was 
heavy fire on the second and third stories. 

“Not knowing if there were any trapped 
occupants, the fire companies began an aggres-
sive interior fire attack while simultaneously 
conducting searches for victims and engaging in 
forcible entry and roof ventilations. Each of these 
various operations is very laborious and requires 
many firefighters acting in a coordinated manner. 
Early on in the fire, interior firefighters could hear 
screams of some type from within the structure. 
It was later determined that those screams and 
noises had been made from numerous pets who 
perished in the smoke, heat and fire. But at the 
time, the firefighters did not know if they were 
from people trapped within the structure and 
within moments of death.

 “As firefighters outside had to deal with 
hydrant issues and water supply problems, interior 
firefighters were making their way to the seat of 
the fire to begin extinguishment operations. Two 
firefighters were attempting to make entry into an 
upper floor apartment when they were met with 
a heavy wall of fire. The firefighters used all efforts 
to make some headway in fighting the fire but 
they were unsuccessful and their air supply was 
running very low.  The flames and heat became 
so intense that both firefighters had to back out 
immediately. One of the firefighters actually had 
to jump down the stairs head first, landing on top 
of other firefighters who were making their way 
up to the same floor. The second firefighter was 
able to seek refuge at a nearby window and was 
able to exit the fire floor by using a ground ladder 

that was being hoisted up by other fire crews who 
had responded to the fire scene. Thank God both 
of these firefighters who “bailed out” of the fire 
were not killed and suffered only minor steam 
burns and other minor injuries. Attached are 
two photographs where you can see the second 
firefighter in the front second floor window as 
a ground ladder is being raised to rescue him.  
You can see in the photographs that smoke was 
billowing out of all of the windows at this time 
and the conditions inside were very dangerous.

“Yonkers Firefighters always give at least 
100% when there is a structure fire and lives are 
in jeopardy. In cases like this fire where there were 
reports of screaming from within the building and 
then calls that two firefighters were in distress, all 
of the firefighters on scene gave it their all. In such 
cases, even firefighters can overextend themselves 
and do things that would otherwise be undoable 
without the adrenaline boost that comes with 
calls of distress. As a result, numerous members 
became dehydrated, exhausted, twisted ankles, 
strained joints, and otherwise required emergency 
medical care during this “crisis period” and during 
the entire multi-hour operation. 

“It should be noted that there were strong 
winds on the day of the fire which fanned the fire 
and allowed it to grow at an even greater rate than 
normal. In addition to extinguishing the fire, the 
firefighters also prevented the fire from extending 
to the houses on either side.

“I hope the above answers some of your 
concerns and that the photographs prove just how 
dangerous the job of a Yonkers firefighter really is.” 
- Barry B. McGoey, President, IAFF Local 628, 
Yonkers Firefighters

Final note from this reporter: “The Spano 
Administration must engage in meaningful 
negotiations that will lead to an accommodation 
serving Yonkers, Yonkersites, Yonkers Firefighters, 
and the Spano Administration.

“The telling of this incident and the enormity 
of the issues brought forward in the aftermath of 
fighting this fire are issues of enormous concern 
for the safety of our Firefighters, the protection 
of property, the demand for the most up to date 
training skills and equipment needed to keep the 
aforementioned functioning, and the culmina-
tion of contractual agreements that will afford 
everyone peace of mind.” - Hezi Aris

Yonkers Burning issue May Prove Nothing But a Ploy

 iNTerNs

Four high school students from the Sound 
Shore recently visited Albany as part of the 
League of Women Voters’ Students Inside 
Albany program. The annual event, sponsored 
by the New York State League’s Education 
Foundation, selects students with the assistance 
of local LWVs in Larchmont-Mamaroneck 
and Rye-Rye Brook-Port Chester, to participate 
in a statewide student conference.

The students met with Assemblyman 
George Latimer in Assembly session and 
reviewed the procedures and agenda in the 
State Assembly. They also visited the State 
Senate and participated in seminars that helped 
increase student awareness of representative 
government.

Local students Visit state Assembly 
with Assemblyman Latimer

The 2012 students who participated in the LWVs 
Students Inside Albany program were: Sam Schneider, 

Mamaroneck H.S. Senior (Larchmont resident); 
Annabel Gutterman, Rye Neck H.S. Sophomore 

(Mamaroneck resident); Lara Cohen, Blind Brook 
H.S. Junior (Rye Brook resident); and Luke Murphy, 
Rye Neck H.S. Sophomore (Mamaroneck resident).

Continued from page 17
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Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
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Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
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 HONOrs

 iNVesTiGATiON

NEWBURGH, NY -- Senator Greg Ball (R, C 
– Patterson) was honored by the members of the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH) 
with a Special Recognition Award at their yearly 
convention this Saturday at the Ramada Hotel 
in Newburgh, New York.

The Special Recognition Award is given 
each year to a leader who best demonstrates 
inspirational leadership and distinguished service 
to veterans. MORH presented this year’s award 
to State Senator Greg Ball, the chairman of 
Chairman of Homeland Security and Veterans 
Affairs.

“As an Air Force Academy graduate, a 
former Air Force Officer and the Chairman 
of Homeland Security and Veterans Affairs 
this is a great honor and I am very grateful to 
have been selected. I would like to thank Willy 
Nazario, Eugene Parrotta, the Montrose Action 
Committee and everyone else that is involved 

in the Military Order of the Purple Heart,” said 
Senator Greg Ball. “I am honored to serve as the 
State Senator to so many veterans that have all 
chosen a path of courage, honor, integrity and 
bravery; a path that helped shape America as we 

know it, protecting our way of life and liberty.”
Senator Greg Ball has worked tirelessly and 

accomplished many great things for all veterans 
across the 40th senate district. He has created 
a Veterans Hall of Fame, held a thanksgiving 

thank you dinner for over 800 veterans, passed 
legislation to protect Military Funeral’s from 
protest, secured $500,000 for a New York State 
Veterans Cemetery and fought to save Montrose 
Campus of the VA Hudson Valley Health Care 
System.

“It was an honor for me to present the 
award to Senator Ball for all he has done for 
veterans and the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart,” said MORPH Service Officer, Eugene 
Parrotta. “Senator Ball has done a lot to make 
veterans’ lives easier in this state. I wish we had 
more people like him and I am sure he will 
always be there for us.”

Senator Ball is now currently working to 
secure a state preference for veteran owned 
businesses, protections for veterans ailing from 
Traumatic Brain Injury and is planning a large 
BBQ on July 7th for “America’s Bravest”.

senator Ball receives the Military Order off The Purple Heart special recognition Award

By NANCY KING
With a crowd of nearly 200 
people, spilling out into the 
hallway, Mayor Tom Roach 
and the members of the 
White Plains Common 
Council heard from family 
and community members 

who expressed their disappointment in the 
manner by which the White Plains Police 
Department has handled the internal inves-
tigation into the shooting death of Kenneth 
Chamberlain Sr. back on November 19, 2011. 
Kenneth Chamberlain Jr. urged the mayor and 
the council to recommend Police Commissioner 
David Chong suspend the officers involved in 
the incident pending the investigation outcome. 
The officers involved are currently on limited 
duty.

Speaking for the community, Rev. Odinga 
Maddox, Pastor of the Hope AME Zion 
Church and a member of the Fellowship 

Council of White Plains Ministers, addressed 
the Common Council saying; “We are appalled 
and horrified with what appears to be no 
internal action by the Common Council and 
Commissioner Chong.” Though there were 
about twelve uniformed officers in attendance, 
Commissioner Chong was absent from the 
hearing.

Also in attendance to show support for the 
Chamberlain family was White Plains Police 
Officer Michael Hannon who claimed he was 
assaulted with a chair last fall by Assistant Police 
Chief Ann FitzSimmons. Hannon relayed to 
the crowd that he suffered permanent injuries to 
his back after FitzSimmons slammed an office 
chair into his back while he was working at the 
Department of Public Safety. He too explained 
that Assistant Chief FitzSimmons was never 
reprimanded for her actions and there may 
indeed be a culture of violence to those of color 
by the White Plains Police Department.

Mayor Tom Roach twice addressed the 

crowd during the hearing to assure those in 
attendance that the findings of an independent 
internal investigation would be reporting directly 
to him and that he would then make appropriate 
recommendations to Commissioner Chong.

Nancy King is a freelance, investigative reporter; a 
resident of White Plains, New York.

Community Members seek Answers in the shooting Death of Kenneth Chamberlain
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 LeGisLATiON

By PEGGY GODFREY
First come; first to be heard, 
is the usual procedure 
followed at the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators 
(WCBoL) hearings. But 
this time, on April 30, 2012, 
when the topic of the hearing 
was to limit access to protes-
tors outside abortion clinics, 

the rules suddenly changed. People with letters 
from elected officials were allowed to speak first.  
WCBoL Minority Leader James Maisano, on a 
radio program heard May 2, 2012, that he had 
objected to the meeting because in the past he 
recalls only elected officials, not their surrogates 
were allowed to speak first. 

So for the many residents who had come to 
speak, and waited for hours in line to get into 
the Chambers, there were questions about why 
this happened. Some of those who had signed 
up to speak were shuffled into the Rotunda and 
overflow room to await their turn. In the end, 82 
speakers were heard and most spoke against the 
proposed bill which would increase criminal and 
civic penalties for “harassment” if demonstrating 
within 25 feet of an abortion clinic. The “prem-
ises” included public parking or exit or any public 
parking lot within 200 feet which serves such a 
facility. The vague prohibitive guidelines include 
the statement, “engage in a course of conduct 
or repeatedly commit acts within 25 feet of the 
premises of a reproductive health care facility 
when such behavior places another person in 
reasonable fear of physical harm, or attempt to do 
the same.” In the Legislators’ Committee report 
it states, “ the right to speak, march, demon-
strate, or engage in other activity (is) protected 
by the First Amendment,” but continues to state 
this bill is necessary to ensure “public safety and 
order” and protect reproductive health services, 
and “privacy and well-being of patients seeking 
reproductive health care services at facilities...”

So why was the hearing held in a place that 
was too small? Understandably the fire codes had 
to be met, but why did the WCBoL believe their 
premises would be adequate for such a conten-
tious topic to be aired in a public hearing at the 
WVCoL Chambers? Further, why did they 
listen to people with letters from elected officials 
first? Why would elected officials from other 
legislative bodies interfere in County business? 

Among the speakers was Yonkers City 
Democratic Committee Chairwoman Symra 
Brandon who spoke on behalf of New York 
State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins. She 
stipulated there were no free speech restrictions 

at present, and common sense would dictate this 
bill should be passed. Samaris Gross, espousing 
the other side of the issue, spoke for New 
York State Senator Ruben Diaz, emphasizing 
Planned Parenthood continues to target Blacks 
and Hispanics. She asserted this law wants to 
“limit public discourse.”

Former Yonkers Mayoral candidate Carlo 
Calvi stated the proposed law “violates the 
United States Constitution” and will not with-
stand a legal challenge. Quoting President 
Ronald Reagan he said, “government is not the 
solution, government is the problem.”

The number of people speaking against the 
bill exceeded those in favor; a good number of 
speakers were employees of Planned Parenthood. 
Numerous speakers alluded to the “lack of coun-
seling” given by Planned Parenthood to women 
who seek advice as inferred by the 98% who 
end up opting for an abortion.  Regina Riley, 
a registered nurse, summarized her position 
by sating the bill was “superfluous.”  George 
Imburgia who was not admitted to the hearing, 
had arrived more than an hour ahead of time. 
After waiting a half-an-hour, he and everyone 
else standing on line were notified they would 
not be hears because the Chamber was already 
filled to capacity. Imburgia believes the public 
should have been notified ahead of time about 
the lack of capacity available at the chosen venue. 
He concluded the circumstances appeared to 
keep people from giving voice to their respective 
perspectives. Imburgia said, “Rather than allow 
people with letters from elected officials to speak 
first, as a courtesy, the public should have been 
allowed to speak first.”

Before the WCBoL voted on Monday, 
May 7, 2012, there were several speakers from 
both facets of the bill attending the meeting.  A 
representative of Planned Parenthood echoed 
previous sentiments of proponents of the bill 
who felt women seeking “privacy” would feel 
threatened when having to walk past protestors. 
Legislator Maisano enumerated legal flaws in 
the “poorly drafted” bill, particularly attorney fees 
that can be awarded. Particularly troubling was 
the elevation of the punishments in the penal 
code. He suggested the bill be returned to the 
committee which had only spent a short time 
preparing it during this new legislative session.

The 10-7 vote by the WCBoL followed 
party lines. Should County Executive Rob 
Astorino veto the bill, eleven WCBoL \ votes 
would be needed to override his veto. 
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.

reproductive rights restricted
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PLAY SOMETHING LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/26/11. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy The LLC C/O 
Roman Fichman, ESQ. 245 8th Ave. No. 249 
New York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

CK 465 BUILDING, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/2/12. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy David 
Kessler & Associates, L.L.C. 1373 Broad 
St. Clifton, NJ 07013. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

80 METROPOLITAN AVE. UNIT 1R, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
3/20/12. Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy C/O 
Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 West-
chester Ave. Ste. 305 White Plains, NY 
10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

26 SALISBURY ST, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/12/12. 
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of C/O Stern 
Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester 
Ave. Ste. 305 White Plains, NY 10604. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

OFFICE SNIPER LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/13/12. Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of ALAN 
LOUGHLIN 325 MAIN ST. APT 3H WHITE 
PLAINS, NY 10601. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

L E G A L  N O T I C E

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 
914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. 

Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store 
$1200.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

SUMMER JOBS With ENVIRONMENT NEW YORK

$10-$15/HR 
 -Protect the Catskills! 

-Work with Great People! 
White Plains, NY

  www.jobsforgoodcauses.org 
CALL WILL 914-358-5141
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By STEPHEN I. MAYO
An acquaintance tipped me off 
to a troubling news story. As 
reported in the Washington 
(D.C.) Examiner, May 5, 
2012.

“According to an NBC 
affiliate in Indianapolis, illegal 
aliens are getting billions of 

U.S. tax dollars in refundable tax credits for 
nieces, nephews, and other relatives back in 
Mexico, because the IRS has allowed illegal 
aliens to claim such credits on their tax returns, 
for people they list as “dependents.” (Nearly 
three quarters of tax returns filed by illegal 
aliens received such tax credits). For example, 
an illegal alien with $14,000 in income not only 
paid no taxes, but received a refund of $10,000. 
In another case, illegal aliens used a phony 
address to claim 20 relatives as dependents and 
get thousands in refunds.”

My correspondent asked if this would 
“frost my Wheaties.” I answered “Consider 
my Wheaties to have been frosted! But I have 
mixed feelings. Not that the fraud is acceptable. 
IRS regulations need to be revisited and their 
enforcement adjusted to reflect current reali-
ties. Where necessary, present laws need to be 
corrected or updated. Clearly, Obama’s ICE 
(Immigration and Control and Enforcement) 
office; the division of the Department of 
Homeland Security devoted to protecting our 
borders, is going to have to get serious about 

law enforcement in a way that it has not gotten 
serious up to the present time.

The federal government has clearly shown 
no interest in protecting the sovereignty of 
our Republic or in upholding Title 8, Code of 
Federal Regulations, the federal statute devoted 
to U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services. 
Here is what Chief Justice Roberts said to 
the Solicitor General concerning SB 1071, 
the Arizona statute under challenge by the 
Administration:

“It seems to me that the federal govern-
ment just doesn’t want to know who is here 
illegally or not.”

My concern is that those of us who 
consider themselves conservatives (Democrat, 
Republican or other, by party registration) 
or just plain traditionalist, Constitutionalists 
can do nothing about it and have nowhere to 
turn for remedy or plain “succor.” Just learning 
more about the lawbreaking required resort to 
national news sources; no local newspapers, 
broadcast or web media covered it.

One could contact Lowey, Schumer or 
Gillibrand? What good would that do? Being 
of a different political stripe would necessarily 
rule out any help. Perhaps a letter would issue 
from one of their scores of publicly-compen-
sated aides promising prompt attention to 
the matter in the next session of Congress. 
We could reach out to the closest Republican 
elected representatives, but what is the average 
state or county legislator going to say or do that 

would be helpful or even germane (and how 
many would be willing to stake out a principled 
stance in a geographic region “abounding” with 
ethnic variety and a commensurate obsession 
with the attendant political sensitivities?). And 
the nearest member of the Republican majority 
in the House of Representatives sitting at the 
nation’s Capital is two entire districts distant 
from here.

I have sought area print and broadcast 
media coverage of such widespread national 
issues, even with just a local slant; but with the 
ideological biases prevalent here, little attention 
will be given to the issues of porous borders and 
lax immigration-law enforcement. It would be 
fine and appropriate for the state party to assist 
city and town Republican groups and district 
organizations to gain the attention of news 
organizations and promote objectivity in media 
coverage; I have discussed this with leaders at 
state and county gatherings and Republican 
clubs devoted to the legal profession and 
Jewish/pro-Israel constituencies. Never found 
a willing official or useful “hook” to follow up 
on the idea.

What we need is a standing political 
forum, a regular town hall to raise issues, which 
warrant attention and which might attract 
enough attendees to justify the effort. Regular 
party organizations are not appropriate as they 
are driven by the promotion of candidacies and 
platforms. Perhaps a non-partisan vehicle like a 
“Constitutionalist Assembly” to air grievances, 

organize participation and invite the rare 
politician or bureaucrat courageous enough 
to confront an unrehearsed, unfiltered public 
assembly over issues of the day?

Remarkable that in an age resplendent 
with “cloud-based” research into every cranny 
of human experience and existence, from the 
history of popular music to the latest develop-
ment in the human genome project, there is no 
plain and simple arena for citizens to exercise 
their rights as voters and taxpayers to be heard 
and counted in a casual assembly of their peers. 
One can claim three minutes of the New 
Rochelle City Council’s “time” as a “citizen to 
be heard” but this is an awfully unsatisfying 
method of reaching the public (and forget 
about provoking a response from the panel; 
the council’s self-proclaimed rules prohibit it!). 
A somewhat more welcoming School Board 
allows five minutes with a more relaxed attitude 
towards any give-and-take that might erupt.

In the clatter of modern Internet commu-
nications and web-based reporting technology, 
there persists a void; a need for the expression 
of instant concerns contemporaneous with 
the actions of local bodies like councils and 
legislatures and, in the present instance the 
outrageous failings of federal agencies like the 
IRS office referred to earlier. Can such a public 
forum be created? Or are we doomed to the 
incessant email whining and moaning as exem-
plified by my correspondent at the beginning of 
this article?
Stephen I. Mayo is a New Rochelle resident, an 
attorney and manufacturer.

Our republic Needs an Old-Fashioned “Town Hall”

By NANCY KING
Two men, who had no knowl-
edge of one another, separated 
by the Hudson River, shared 
a surprisingly similar life. 
Both were men of color, both 
had a touch of mental illness, 
both had a propensity to enjoy 
alcohol a little bit too much, 

both had numerous run ins with the law, and 
both were shot to death by police officers within 
a month of each other.

The past week witnessed Rockland County 
District Attorney Thomas Zugibe announce that 
a Grand Jury had found no cause to indict Police 
Officer John Roper in the death of 48-year-old 
Haitian immigrant Herve Gilles on December 
14, 2011, outside a local bar. Police had been 
called to El Buen Gusto Bar by management to 
remove Gilles who was intoxicated and fighting 
with other bar patrons. What really happened 
after that will forever be sealed in the secret 
evidence presented to the Grand Jury. What the 
public does know is that the altercation between 
Officer Roper and Gilles spilled onto the street 
and became physical. Somehow, Gilles was able 

to bite Officer Roper and extract his Billie Club. 
Claiming that he feared for his life with each 
blow that Gilles served, P.O. Roper decided 
to shoot the man. He fired his weapon hitting 
Gilles in the neck and head.

Spring Valley community activists are 
asking for an independent review of standard 
police protocol in situations like this one and 
civil rights attorney Sanford Rubenstein, who 
is representing the Gilles family has announced 
his intention to bring the case before the Office 
of the U.S. Attorney. Spring Valley community 
members also contend that P. O. Roper knew of 
Gille’s problem with alcohol and mental illness. 
Also being questioned is whether the Spring 
Valley Police Department is trained to deal with 
individuals with such issues.

Last week a Grand Jury in Westchester 
County similarly found that the White Plains 
Police Department was justified in using deadly 
force on November 19, 2011, with regard to the 
shooting death of Kenneth Chamberlain Sr., 
after his life alert device went off in error. Like 
Gilles, Chamberlain had a history of drinking, 
coupled with mental illness and also had a 
history of altercations with the police. After a 

long standoff with a dozen police 
officers, Chamberlain was shot and later died at 
White Plains Hospital.

Both cases bring forth a panoply of ques-
tions from both sides. Both cases, according to 
their respective DA’s found that deadly force 
was necessary to save the life of a police officer. 
But that is according to a District Attorney. 
The general public will never get to see a sealed 
decision; they just have to take the DA’s word 
for it. While respecting privacy and the integ-
rity of evidence, one can only wonder if the 
Grand Juryframework is too secret? In a state-
ment made recently by Randolph McLauglin, 
attorney for the Chamberlain family, more than 
likely presents the absolute truth in why neither 
of the cases (or in the DJ Henry case, as well) 
the outcomes were devoid of any indictments. 
“There is an institutional bias with regard to 
DA’s investigating and prosecuting local cops. To 
expect them to indict the people they work with 
is unrealistic,” said Mr McLaughlin, Esq.

That brings all of us to a whole new set 
of questions. Communities in both of those 
municipalities want to know why the police used 
deadly force on two people who were known to 
be mentally ill and liked to drink. It would like-
wise be remiss not to ask why the community 
didn’t do more to protect these two men when 

they were alive. Both were well known in their 
communities to police and to family members 
who admitted they were more than a little eccen-
tric when they were out in public. Why weren’t 
the families of these two men called when they 
were involved in their final conflicts with their 
respective police departments? It’s been a well 
known mantra over the last few decades to say 
that it takes a village to raise a child; perhaps the 
same can be said about those who suffer some 
form of mental illness.

Residents of the City of White Plains 
attended a public hearing early last week to 
implore Mayor Tom Roach and the Common 
Council to suspend all officers involved in the 
Chamberlain shooting while an independent 
investigation of police protocol takes place. To 
his credit, Mayor Roach assured the public that 
there indeed will be an independent investiga-
tion and he will review the report prior to the 
police department receiving it. We, as members 
of a global community must also accept some 
responsibility for the care of our most vulnerable 
members.
Nancy King is a freelance, investigative reporter; a 
resident of White Plains, New York.

Two Degrees of separation

OpEdSection
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ENTER TO WIN! 
WESTERN BEEF MEMORIAL DAY

“NOTHING BUT FRESH” BBQ GIVEAWAY BLAST

WE ACCEPT • EBT • WIC CHECKS • ATM MACHINES AVAILABLE

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.WESTERNBEEF.COM
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS: CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-554-2333
WB & THE CACTUS LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF W.B.I. INTERNATIONAL, INC.

SALE DATES
2012

FRI.
MAY 18

SAT.
MAY 19

SUN.
MAY 20

MON.
MAY 21

TUES.
MAY 22

WED.
MAY 23

THURS.
MAY 24

Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices effective in these stores only. No beer in NJ. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Items designated MFR require sales tax on gross retail before savings. Pictures in this circular are for design purposes only and do not necessarily represent item for sale.   5/18/12 P1
VERS.  4 - MT. VERNON

ASSORTED

OCEAN
SPRAY
CRANBERRY
JUICE
COCKTAIL

2/$464 OZ.

2/$559 OZ.

ASSORTED

TROPICANA
ORANGE
JUICE

1299499
384 CT. 699

LB.599
2 LB. BAG

LIMIT 1 PKG. WITH ADD’L. $10.00 PURCHASE

LIMIT 4 CONT. PER SHOPPING FAMILYLIMIT 8 CANS WITH ADD’L. $10.00 PURCHASE

LIMIT 4 BTLS. WITH ADD’L. $10.00 PURCHASE

REGULAR OR GOLD

CAROLINA RICE 20 LB.
OR CORN OR VEGETABLE

CRISCO OIL 128 OZ.

499
LIMIT 1 OF EACH WITH ADD’L. $50.00 PURCHASE

ASSORTED
FRITO LAY
SALSA         

2/$512 OZ.

FRESH FROZEN

PANAMEI
TILAPIA FILLETS

BOAR’S HEAD
DELUXE HAM

8 PACK

SPARKLE
PAPER TOWELS

18 PACK

COORS BEER

4/$111 OZ.

2/$5GALLON
2/$5 2/$519-32 OZ.

ASSORTED FRESH

MILK

REGULAR

CAMPBELL’S
PORK & BEANS

REGULAR, FAT FREE 
OR LOW FAT

CARNATION
EVAPORATED MILK

ASSORTED

TOSTITOS 5-8 OZ. OR

RITZ CRACKERS 11.5-16 OZ.

ASSORTED

OREIDA FRIES

399
LB.

4/$312 OZ.

3/$1

FARM FRESH

COLLARD GREENS
RED RIPE

WHOLE SEEDLESS

WATERMELON

49¢

CALIFORNIA
BUNCH

BROCCOLI

2/$3BUNCHES

LBS.

IMPORTED

GALA APPLES

99¢
LB.

CHILE

199
EA.

5 LB. BAG

IDAHO
POTATOES

LB.

WISCONSIN SHARP

CHEDDAR CHEESE

75¢

EACH

2/$5

HOT & SPICY

SABRETT
BEEF FRANKS

14 OZ. GREAT ON THE GRILL!

FRESH

PORK
SHOULDER
2 PER BAG

79¢
LB.

LIMIT 1 BAG WITH ADDITIONAL $10.00 PURCHASE

ASSORTED

COCA COLA

2/$11.25 LITER

NEW!

249
LB.

FRESH GROUND

BEEF CHUCK

299
LB.

FRESH FROZEN 

BEEF OXTAILS

15 LB.
BOX ONLY  

$44.85

LIMIT 4 BTLS. WITH
ADDITIONAL $10.00 PURCHASE

LIMIT 8 BTLS. PER SHOPPING FAMILY

ASSORTED
POWERADE 32 OZ.   69¢ 

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS
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*Offers expire May 31, 2012. All advertised fares, offers and any applicable shipboard credits or special amenities shown are per person based on double occupancy, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in
effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes of up to $19.50 per guest per day are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue
to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1 fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the
Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from BOS, EWR, JFK, PHL and select other Air Gateways. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion
include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms
and conditions may apply. Complete Terms and Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. Pisa Brothers Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors or omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers Travel.

POINTS  OF  D IST INCTION • Elegant mid-size ships featuring large-ship amenities • Free and unlimited soft drinks and bottled water througout the ship
Country club-casual ambiance; tuxedos & gowns are never required • Finest cuisine at sea, served in up to six open-seating restaurants; all at no additional charge

Gourmet culinary program created by world-renowned Master Chef Jacques Pépin • Canyon Ranch SpaClub® • Best value in luxury cruising

Nordic Dreams
12 nights, Aug 31 - Sep 12, 2012
Five-Star Marina | Offer #1200546

Czars & Vikings
14 nights, Sep 2 - 16, 2012
Five-Star Nautica | Offer #1200544

Your World. Your Way. Oceania Cruises is the world’s only upper-premium cruise line and offers an unrivaled
combination of the finest cuisine, elegant accommodations, personalized service and extraordinary value. You’ll enjoy
overnight stays on every European cruise aboard these mid-size ships of the recognized leader in upscale cruising.

Greek Glory
10 nights, Aug 3 - 13, 2012
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1200247

Up to $3,000 off  2-for-1 fares
FREE air & exclusive amenities*

C - Deluxe Ocean B4 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
View Stateroom Stateroom Suite
1st guest  Was $10,874 1st guest  Was $11,874 1st guest  Was $15,474

Now $7,874 Now $8,874 Now $12,474
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $500 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $550 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $300 onboard

credit*

$3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $2,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $1,500 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $14,066 1st guest  Was $15,066 1st guest  Was $17,666
Now $12,066 Now $13,066 Now $15,666
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

E - Ocean View B2 - Veranda PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Stateroom Suite

1st guest  Was $13,144 1st guest  Was $15,344 1st guest  Was $18,344
Now $11,644 Now $13,844 Now $16,844
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

W W W . W e s T C H e s T e r G U A r D i A N . C O M


