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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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CommunitySection

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester on the Level is heard from monday to Friday, from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon on the internet: http://www.BlogtalkRadio.
com/WestchesterontheLevel.  
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO

BUSINESS

nEW yoRK, ny -- The Boards of trustees 
advised on February 28, 2013, of The mount 
Sinai medical Center and Continuum Health 
Partners have voted to approve a memorandum 
of understanding (mou) for a possible merger.

The mou outlines steps toward creating 
a new integrated health care system that com-
bines operations of two entities. 
The next steps involve further 
due diligence by both parties 
and the development of a defini-
tive agreement. The final agree-
ment is subject to approval by 
the boards of both entities and 
necessary approvals by govern-
ment authorities.

“our goal as an integrated 
health care system is to provide 
exceptional medical care to new 
yorkers,” said Kenneth L. Da-
vis, mD, President and Chief 
Executive officer of The mount Sinai medi-
cal Center. “The combination will create more 
economies of scale, increase efficiencies, and ex-
pand access to advanced primary and specialty 
care throughout this citywide network.”

Stanley Brezenoff, President and Chief 
Executive officer of Continuum, said, “This 
collaboration makes available an extraordinary 
range of resources for the provision of compas-
sionate, state-of-the-art care for patients. in 
joining with mount Sinai, we will further en-
hance our ability to provide the full spectrum of 
outstanding care to the populations we serve.”

Dennis S. Charney, mD, Anne and Joel 
Ehrenkranz Dean of icahn School of medi-
cine at mount Sinai and Executive Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs of The mount Sinai 
medical Center, sees the opportunity for in-
creased research collaboration with physicians 
and scientists affiliated with Continuum, who 
would become part of the medical school’s 
academic faculty. “mount Sinai has a legacy of 
groundbreaking clinical and translational re-
search that has led to improved methods of di-

agnosing and treating human disease,” said Dr. 
Charney. “The synergy between mount Sinai 
and Continuum would widen our research base 
and accelerate the pace of breakthrough treat-
ments and protocols.”

The chairmen of both boards of trustees, 
Peter W. may for mount Sinai and Steven Ho-

chberg for Continuum, said they 
are pleased that their respective 
boards unanimously approved 
the mou.

The mount Sinai medical 
Center encompasses both The 
mount Sinai Hospital and the 
icahn School of medicine at 
mount Sinai. The mount Sinai 
Hospital, founded in 1852, is a 
tertiary- and quaternary-care 
teaching facility and one of the 
nation’s oldest, largest and most-
respected voluntary hospitals. 

For more information, visit http://www.moun-
tsinai.org/.

Continuum Health Partners was created 
in January 1997 as the parent company for the 
partnership between four distinguished vol-
untary hospitals: Beth israel medical Center-
milton and Carroll Petrie Division, Beth israel 
Brooklyn, St. Luke’s Hospital and Roosevelt 
Hospital. Building upon the strength of these 
institutions, Continuum began the develop-
ment of a broad-based, integrated health ser-
vices network extending throughout the new 
york metropolitan region. in 2000, new york 
Eye & Ear infirmary, located on Second Av-
enue and 14th Street in manhattan and the 
oldest specialty hospital in the Western Hemi-
sphere, joined the Continuum family, broaden-
ing the influence of each member institution 
and the partnership as a whole. today, Con-
tinuum delivers inpatient care in five hospital 
facilities in manhattan and Brooklyn. For more 
information, visit www.chpnyc.org

Boards of Trustees of The Mount Sinai Medical Center 
and Continuum Health Partners Approve Memorandum 
of Understanding for Possible Merger 

http://www.mountsinai.org/
http://www.mountsinai.org/
http://www.chpnyc.org/
http://www.BlogTalkRadio
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By MARK JEFFERS
Well, it looks like all 
the winter storms have 
finally taken their toll 
on school days off, my 
daughter only has one 

day left through the end of the year, 
(just kidding), although it seems 
that way, of course no snow days for 
our column, so after i drive her off 
to class i will get right back to this 
week’s snow free edition of news 
and notes.

As we watched The oscars my 
wife lamented that we do not go 
out to the movies enough. At $12 a 
ticket i do not wonder why there are 
two great opportunities to see mov-
ies for free and you might actually 
learn something.  if you have not 
had a chance to see the matt Da-
mon movie “Promised Land”, the 
Lewisboro Library will be offering a 
somewhat local version of the story. 
The Library’s series of environmen-
tal-themed films with discussions 
continues on Friday, march 8th with 

“Dear Governor Cuomo”. A concert 
/ protest was organized on his door-
step in Albany, an event that brought 
together scientists, musicians, activ-
ists and actors in a scripted night 
onstage inviting the governor to join 
the anti-fracking majority in his 
home state. The movie documents 
the response to the news that Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo might lift 
the four-year moratorium against 
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) in 
new york State, call the library at 
914-763-3857 for more information 
and to register.

on Sunday march 10th at 3:00 
Pm, All Saints Episcopal Church 
in Briarcliff manor will be show-
ing the 2010 multi-award winning 
documentary on the Hudson Link 
college education program at Sing 
Sing maximum-security prison.  
See what the inmates are doing at 
neighboring Sing Sing Prison to 
improve their lives within the high 
walls and after they leave. none of 
the graduates of the college program 

have returned to prison. The screen-
ing will be followed by a discussion 
with Sean Pica, Exec. Director of 
the ossining-based Hudson Link 
for Higher Education in Prison. 
Also featured is information about 
outreach programs and ministry at 
area prisons.

Have you ever noticed that we 
write a lot about food in this col-
umn, so its no surprise to mention 
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week is 
march 11- 24.

“When irish Eyes are Smiling” 
and they will be smiling on former 
uBS AG managing director mi-
chael J. Daly as he has been selected 
as grand marshal for the 16th annual 
White Plains St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade on march 9th.

Did you know that the Gilda 
Club Westchester will now offer 
services to residents of northern 
Westchester at the Hudson Valley 
Hospital Center in Cortlandt?

We may have been the only 
ones watching, but we really did 

enjoy nBC’s “30 Rock”, well you 
can catch tracy morgan from the 
show on may 17th as he performs 
at The Performing Arts Center in 
Purchase.

With spring around the corner, 
we should all take advantage of the 
forum at the Hiram Halle memorial 
Library in Pound Ridge on Spring 
invasive Plants. Learn identifica-
tion tips and seasonally-appropriate 
management strategies and the next 
steps from the Bedford Audubon 
task Force will also be shared, in-
cluding new ways for you to get in-
volved, join them on Sunday, march 
10th at 7:00Pm.

i don’t know about you, but my 
heating oil bill rivaled my mortgage 
bill this winter, so i am very inter-
ested in learning how to make my 
home more energy efficient. The 
Somers Energy and Environment 
Committee and Energize ny have 
put together a panel of area experts 
who will speak about energy ef-
ficiency and alternative energy for 
your home in 2013; what works in 
our area; what has realistic payback; 
what state and federal incentives ex-
ist to help pay for it; and how to get 

the right evaluations. on monday, 
march 11th at 6:30 Pm, come to 
Reis Park in the town of Somers to 
learn how you can be better prepared 
for energy uncertainties like power 
outages and price hikes and the price 
is right as the presentation is free.

Since i often get lost backing 
out of our driveway, i really need to 
attend this event, A Family orien-
teering Challenge on April 6th at 
the Westmoreland Sanctuary, there 
will be a Run off-trail, where you 
will find your way from marker to 
marker using just a map and a com-
pass and a nature scavenger hunt for 
children ages 4 and up.  i will see you 
there if i don’t get lost on the way 

So the ground hog saw his shad-
ow, the weather guys have seen their 
heads above the melting snow drifts, 
we’re in the month of march, it all 
points to the fact that spring must 
be on the way… see you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
The last time that the 
united States was 
involved in armed 
conflict with a major 
world power was in 

World War ii, which ended in 1945 
(although it almost was in the Cuban 
Missile Crisis of 1962). Since then, 
the uS and its major Cold War ad-
versary, The Soviet union, turned 
to using surrogates in any military 
conflict -- and we had the “Korean 
War,” the Vietnam War,” and the 
Soviet-Afghanistan War; in each 
case, it was obvious to the world that 
a major power was encouraging and 
supplying the surrogate but the fear 
of “Mutually Assured Destruction” 
seemed to be the deterrent to armed 
conflict between major powers -- in 
fact, in the period since the end of 
World War ii, the only armed con-
flict between nuclear powers was the 
indo-Pakistani War of 1999, a con-
frontation that brought trepidation 
to all major powers.

With the dissolution of the So-
viet union in 1999 and the emer-
gence of the united States as the 

only “Super Power” on the globe, it 
seemed that the threat of the horrors 
of a major war had subsided.

it might have seemed so -- but 
it was wrong. osama Bin Laden 
proved that. Any individual with 
the resources and the ability to rouse 
minions willing to die for a cause 
can wreck havoc and mass destruc-
tion. Gone are the days that only a 
superpower adversary would have 
the resources to pose a major threat. 
now, there are major concerns about 
suicide bombers, “dirty bombs,” bio-
logical warfare, and other new types 
of “mass destruction” and the ascent 
of these threats has caused on-going 
debates on the proper demarcation 
between security and liberty / pri-
vacy.

While the focus on these tan-
gible threats -- bombs, germs, etc. 
-- has been going on, another threat 
has been years in the making -- since 
the early days of the internet, in fact: 
our connected computer systems are not 
secure!

We have all read about this 
-- “hackers” (actually a poor choice of 
terms) getting into systems to explore, 
steal, spread viruses and other nas-
ties, perform identity theft, and create 
havoc; all scary stuff, to be sure, but 

hardly of the magnitude of a dirty 
bomb! Right? Well, Not Exactly!

The world constantly becomes 
more and more dependent on com-
puter systems to control all aspects 
of our collective lives and the united 
States is in the vanguard of this 
movement. Every new system or 
microprocessor-based device con-
nected to the internet is at risk and, 
for all our investments in cyber se-
curity, firewalls, anti-virus programs 
and detection systems, we are seem-
ingly unable to “close the doors and 
windows.”

Simply put, once intruders are 
able to infiltrate a computer system, 
they may obtain passwords and get 
into individual user accounts and 
steal assets, perform identity theft, 
stalk, and/or use information ob-
tained there to get into other sys-
tems and other user accounts. if the 
intruder is talented, she / he may 
take over an account and maliciously 
delete files (programs, user files, and / 
or device drivers), change passwords, 
and perform other nasty acts. if the 
intruder is really talented, she / he 
may be able to shut down an entire 
network or disable the microproces-
sors controlling external devices or 
even the entire processing.

So this can be really scary.
The papers in recent day have 

been full of allegations that intru-
sions into the systems of uS busi-
nesses (ex. Apple, Facebook, Coca Cola, 
etc.) have been traced to a compo-
nent of China’s “Peoples Liberation 
Army” (new york times article, 
“Chinese Army Unit Is Seen as Tied 
to Hacking Against U.S.” -- http://
www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/
technology/chinas-army-is-seen-
as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.
html). China denies the allegations, 
calling them “unprofessional.”

unfortunately, many of the 
reports of the alleged source of 
the intrusions have deemed them 
“CyberWar.” As taylor Amerding 
points out in an excellent Com-
puterworld article, “Chinese Army 
link to hack no reason for cyber-
war” (http://news.idg.no/cw/art.
cfm?id=94AB4F98-9BBD-1370-
154D49FAA7706BE9), we must 
differentiate between “cyberwar” 
and “cyberespionage.” “Cyber War”, a 
terrific book by Richard A. Clarke, 
former White House “national Co-
ordinator for Security, infrastructure 
Protection, and Counterterrorism,” 
and Robert K. Knake (iSBn 978-0-
06-196224-0) defines “cyber war” as 

“actions by a nation-state to penetrate 
another nation’s computers or networks 
for the purpose of causing damage or 
disruption.”

While China, if the perpetra-
tor (and it certainly seems to be based 
on the 60-page report prepared by 
security vendor Mandiant, describ-
ing its tracking of the intrusion to the 
PLA unit), certainly fits the role of 
“nation-state,” the actions were of an 
intelligence gathering nature aimed 
at aiding Chinese business initia-
tives, rather than “causing damage 
or disruption.” This distinction does 
not minimize the importance of our 
businesses and industries protecting 
their inventions, trade secrets, and 
strategies from those who would 
steal them. The uS government may 
aid them by providing better infra-
structure and suggesting electronic 
safeguards (it may even mandate them 
when citizens private information is at 
risk) but over-regulation would, in 
our capitalist society, be considered 
as much of an intrusion as the ini-
tial spying. We do have regulations 
against “trespassing” and “illegal in-
trusion” which may be enforced if 
the intruders are identified and ar-
rested -- these were useful against 

Cyber War?

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/technology/chinas-army-is-seen-as-tied-to-hacking-against-us.html
http://news.idg.no/cw/art.cfm?id=94AB4F98-9BBD-1370-154D49FAA7706BE9
http://news.idg.no/cw/art.cfm?id=94AB4F98-9BBD-1370-154D49FAA7706BE9
http://news.idg.no/cw/art.cfm?id=94AB4F98-9BBD-1370-154D49FAA7706BE9
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SHERIF AWAD
Across the Strait of 
otranto, which links 
the Adriatic Sea to 
the ionian Sea, italy is 
only a 45 miles drive 

from Albania, the Southeastern Eu-
ropean country that was invaded by 
italians, and most recently, by nazis 
during WWii. ultimately, in 1944, 
a socialist People’s Republic was es-
tablished, only to dissolve in 1991, 
when the new Republic of Albania 
was established. Contemporary Al-
banian cinema, although produc-
ing less than five films a year, is still 
reflective of the transitional phase 
from socialism to democracy with 

movies now starting to be produced 
in private studios instead of through 
national entities in the past. Among 
these new waves, some films shed 
the lights on the country’s social 

and political aspects; in 2009, vet-
eran Albanian filmmaker Spartak 
Pecani directed “Secrets”, a drama set 
in a psychiatric hospital, meant to 
evoke a smaller scale model of Al-
banian society, whose patients suffer 
from identity crises, memory loss, 
and conflicts between heritage and 
intercultural dialogue. From the new 
generation of filmmakers, actor-
turned-filmmaker Buyar Alimani 
wrote and directed “Amnesty”, a dark, 
yet emotional drama about lower-
class Albanians who feel like strang-
ers in their homeland. The film went 
on to become a major financial suc-
cess in Albania, and a festival favor-
ite in Europe.

The story of “Amnesty” focuses 
on Elsa, played by Albanian-born, 
Rome-based actress Luli Bitri, who 

Continued on page 6
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individual “hackers” but they have 
not been really useful against corpo-
rate spying (although the admoni-
tion “You’ve been caught -- now knock 
it off,” coupled with threat of public 
exposure, often slows or stops the spying 
-- it is obviously what is hoped in the 
incident with China).

The next step up on the threat 
level is the active attempts to “cause 
damage or disruption” by non-nation-
states. Three most well-known of 
these actions recently have been 
the vigilante actions of the group 
“Anonymous,” which has “taken 
down” or defaced systems of the 
homophobic Westboro Baptist 
Church, opponents of Wikileaks, 
and other groups that if finds so-
cially objectionable. While many 
may agree with the motivations of 
Anonymous, their actions represent 
an attack on our national infrastruc-
ture and the silencing of protected 
freedom of expression, no matter 
how reprehensible. Therefore, ade-
quate safeguards must be developed 
against such actions and reasonable 
(not draconian) prosecution must be 
brought against violators of laws.

Then, there are real acts of Cy-
ber War -- and they are truly scary. 
unfortunately, in my judgment, 
they have not received the necessary 
publicity within the uS press. in 
2005 and 2007, cities in Brazil were 
blacked out due to power grid fail-
ure (one of the biggest concerns of US 

computer security analysts). in 2007, 
many government functions were 
shut down in Estonia in the midst 
of an emotional dust-up with Russia 
about Estonia’s movement of Rus-
sian WWii monuments -- Estonia 
blamed Russia for the attacks and 
Russia denied involvement. in 2007 
and 2008, many uS government 
agencies, including the Department 
of Defense, were the victims of cy-
ber attacks and, in october 2012, 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta re-
ported, in a speech to the Business 
Executives for national Security in 
new york City, that hackers have 
infiltrated the control systems of 
u.S. critical infrastructure--systems 
that operate chemical, electricity, 
and water plants, saying “We know of 
specific instances where intruders have 
successfully gained access to these control 
systems. We also know that they are 
seeking to create advanced tools to at-
tack these systems and cause panic and 
destruction and even the loss of life.” 
(“DoD: Hackers Breached u.S. 
Critical infrastructure Control Sys-
tems” -- http://www.information-
week.com/government/security/
dod-hackers-breached-us-criti-
cal-infrast/240008972).

it is not being an alarmist to 
say that we must have far greater 
protection against cyber war than 
we have now -- Richard Clarke in 
“Cyber War” (p.155): “Because of its 
greater dependence on cyber-controlled 
systems and its inability thus far to cre-
ate national cyber defenses, the United 
States is currently far more vulnerable 
to cyber war than Russia or China. 

The U.S. is more at risk than are mi-
nor states like North Korea. We may 
even be at risk some day from nations 
or nonstate actors lacking cyber war 
capabilities but who can hire teams of 
highly capable hackers.” it should be 
noted that, while Clarke’s words are 
even more relevant today, the book 
was published in 2010 -- since then, 
Anonymous has proved that there 
are extremely competent groups of 
independent hackers presently ca-
pable of such acts.

So, what can the public do? to 
begin with, it must be understood, 
without panic, that true acts of cyber 
war can include such almost unthink-
able occurrences as long-term power 
outage, disruption of military and air 
traffic control systems, nuclear plant 
shutdown or accident, etc. We must 
then demand from our government 
assurance that an adequate defense 
system is in place or is being put in 
place to protect us from such dire 
happenings. This is not a political 
issue and cannot become one. It is 
the responsibility of the United States 
government to protect its citizens from 
national disaster and such responsibility 
cannot be victim to the quagmire that is 
now our Federal Government.

Creative Disruption is a continu-
ing series examining the impact of 
constantly accelerating technology on 
the world around us. These changers 
normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as 
we knew it is no more.
Comments, experiences and questions 
can be directed to johnmac13@gmail.
com.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Amnesty

Buyar Alimani, the writer-director 
of Amnesty
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

is introduced by chance to Shpetim, 
while visiting her imprisoned hus-
band. Shpetim coincidentally comes 
to visit his convicted wife inside 
the same jail during the same time 
frame as Elsa. This circumstance 
came about as new reforms in the 
penal systems allowed married cou-
ples to meet once a month for sexual 
contact between prison walls. While 
visiting her husband to share such 
an intimate moment, Elsa could not 
stop herself from falling in love with 
the more caring Shpetim; together 
they began an affair outside the 
prison walls, far from their spouse’s 
eyes. Their tender love affair seems 
destined to come to an end when 
their respective partners are set to be 
freed in an act of amnesty. As their 
story is revealed, and a melodramat-
ic climax ensues, we get to discover 
Albania, a country suffering from 
unemployment, economic hardship, 
and patriarchal structures. Elsa’s ty-
rannical father-in-law symbolizes a 
segment of Albanian society act as 
he portends to safeguard and defend 
moral standards for which his life’s 
limited experiences cannot com-
mand. Although the story of Elsa 
and Shpetim is not true, the law that 
permits conjugal visits in Albanian 
prisons is real and it inspired the 
director to accumulate all those ele-
ments in his film.

Luli Bitri, the central protago-
nist of the film “Amnesty”, was born 
Luljeta Bitri in Lushnje, Albania. 
She grew up in tirana, the Albanian 
capitol. She began her educational 
pursuit with the study of medicine, 
but her passion for art had her aban-
don medicine after the first year. 
Bitri went on to study drama at the 
Fine Arts Academy of tirana, earn-
ing a Diploma in Professional Act-
ing in 2004. She has starred in many 

shorts, feature films and theatre 
plays while a student there. in 2006, 
she moved to italy. i got to meet Luli 
at the orenburg Festival where she 
deservedly received the Best Ac-
tress Award. She explained to me 
how she first met Buyar Alimani, 
the writer-director of “Amnesty”. “it 
was inside an Albanian theatrical 
event”, she remembered. “A few days 

later, Alimani contacted me again to 
read the movie script for “Amnesty”. 
i finished reading it in the blink of 
an eye. i adored it because it had 
little dialogue which was eclipsed 
by its many visual details. Elsa’s role 
needed a physical and psychological 
performance to make her come to 
life. i felt fortunate to play her, but 
at the same time, it was not easy for 
me to get under her skin. There were 
some challenges of the screen per-
formance especially over Elsa’s emo-
tional torment. it seems the smallest 
and simplest details are sometimes 
the most difficult to perform on the 
screen”.

Although it is difficult for a 

non-italian to break into the ital-
ian film industry, Luli successfully 
grabbed a starring role in a recently 
released italian drama called “Dim-
mi Che Destino Avrò” (tell me What 
Fate Can Bring). “it is difficult to 
enter the inside the circle of the film 
industry in italy. in Rome, where i 
live now, they have an italian saying, 
“Everybody in Rome is an actor”. it is 

like Hollywood… many wannabes… 
nevertheless, i am proud of my new 
italian film where i played a young 
italian woman by the name of Alina 
who returns to her native village 
near Cagliari, in Sardinia, only to fall 
in love with a middle-aged police of-
ficer. it is a lighthearted drama, more 
romantic than “Amnesty”. She hopes 
it will become her first step in get-
ting to touch the italian audience”.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is 
a film / video critic and curator. He is 
the film editor of Egypt Today Maga-
zine (www.EgyptToday.com), and the 
artistic director for both the Alexandria 
Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab 

Rotterdam Festival, in The Nether-
lands. He also contributes to Variety, in 
the United States, and is the film critic 
of Variety Arabia (http://varietyara-
bia.com/), in the United Arab Emir-

ates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132) and The West-
chester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Amnesty

Albanian-born, Rome-based Luli Bitri.

The film’s poster.

Luli Bitri holding her Best Actress Award with Sherif Awad standing 
alongside.

By PEGGY GODFREY
There are usually two 
sides to any issue. on 
February 19, 2013, 
the new Rochelle 
Citizens Reform Club 

heard Councilman Lou trangu-
cci present his concerns about new 

Rochelle’s plan for Echo Bay and 
the City’s finances. trangucci voted 
against holding the march 12th 
hearing on the Draft Environmen-
tal impact Statement (DEiS) on the 
Forest City Residential project be-
cause he had serious concerns with 
the report.

His first objection was the need 
to move the City yard to Beech-
wood Avenue because it would cost 
the city $25 million plus interest, a 
total $35 million debt which would 
break down to $1.7 million in bond 
payments per year from the bud-
get. Forest City Residential wants 

to build 285 housing units at the 
new Rochelle City yard on main 
Street with tax breaks of 60%-70% 
per year over a twenty-year period. 
Further, the company only wants to 
pay $13,500 per student with a two 
and a half percent increase per year 
toward a maximum of 22 students 

regardless of how many students 
live in these 285 apartments. This 
cost per student was supplied by 
the new Rochelle Board of Educa-
tion (nRBoE). There is no provision 
for funds for needed police and fire 
protection for the 600 residents who 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

A Close Look at New Rochelle’s Finances by Councilman Trangucci

Continued from page 5
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

would reside there. trangu-
cci labeled this a “false prem-
ise.” Although the project 
will create a walkway to the 
shore line, there are no plans 
to dredge the mud flats that 
have revealed themselves at 
the venue.

Parking is also a concern 
because the plan uses part of 
the adjacent Armory land, and 
this may not legally comply 
with deed restrictions imposed 
on the Armory. The developer 
is looking for a twenty-year 
tax abatement from the new 
Rochelle industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (nRiDA), 
a body whose members have 
been approved by a majority of 
the City Council. Forest City 
assumed the new Rochelle 
iDA, which is presently only 
granting a 15 year abatements, 
will grant the additional 
abatements anyway.

in the north end of the 
city, people are concerned 
about the schools and par-
ticularly, new Rochelle High 
School and class sizes. (in 
contrast to the figures given 
per student in this report, in 
Westchester Magazine’s march 
2013 issue, using figures sup-
plied by the schools, new Ro-

chelle High School is listed 
with a per student cost of 

$22,488 and an average class 
size of 27).

The bond rating was put 
on a financial watch a few 
years ago because new Ro-
chelle’s fund balance of $13.2 
million by the end of 2011 
had dropped to a negative 
$400,000. This included the 
extra $9 million payment to 
the city from Avalon.

At this juncture, trangu-
cci believes a complete change 
is needed in new Rochelle. 
He reflects over the example 
of the previous development 
commissioner who felt the 
shunting of the Armory pro-
posal by the city “broke the 
camel’s back.”

The present new Rochelle 
City manager, Chuck Strome, 
has been trying to convince 
everyone that the City yard 
has not been maintained. But 
it is Forest City who is really 
dictating whether the City 
yard is to be moved. Forest 
City Residential want sub-
stantial tax breaks which make 
the concept devoid of benefits 
for the new Rochelle. The po-
lice have had no contract for 
four years. Police Commis-
sioner Patrick Carroll sought 
to change promotions for as-

sistant police commissioners 
to non civil service positions. 
trangucci believes people are 
oblivious to all these issues 
and asks, “How can we get the 
word out?”

Beechwood, the site for a 
proposed new City yard, is be-
ing used now for a leaf transfer 
station. The leaves are taken to 
Goshen, new york, at a cost 
of $450,000 per year. Good 
Profit wanted to incorporate 
a fruit and vegetable market 
in the Armory. (Several days 
after the meeting it was re-
ported that Good Profits was 
no longer being considered 
since they failed to make the 
necessary payment in a timely 
manner to comply with the 
agreement).

Addendum: it was just 
learned that the lawsuit chal-
lenging the refuse fee in new 
Rochelle has been sent back 
to the City for more details. 
The City of new Rochelle 
has three weeks to explain the 
reasons for the refuse fee. Ac-
cording to Steve mayo, Plain-
tiff, the city cannot use false 
premises to collect revenue.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance 
writer and a former educator.

A Close Look at New Rochelle’s Finances by Councilman Trangucci
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By LARRY M. 
ELKIN
not too long 
ago, a high 
school diploma 
was a ticket to 
all sorts of de-

cent occupations. Farmers, 
mechanics, factory workers, 
graphic artists and secretaries 
were among the many work-
ers who did not need to go to 
college, and most of them did 
not.

nowadays a diploma 
serves mainly as a ticket to 
further study, usually involving 
a side trip to the financial aid 

office. At many workplaces, 
including the company i run, 
you can’t even get an interview 
for a permanent full-time job 
without higher education.

Some people call it degree 
inflation. i think it is just a fact 
of life in the information age.

if i were running a car 
wash, or a housecleaning ser-
vice, or a restaurant, i would 
not insist that all my employ-
ees have an advanced degree. 
Those businesses incorporate 
many jobs that do not require 
16 years or more of education. 
moreover, those are businesses 
that generally do not expect 
their employees to stay for 

many years or, in most cases, 
to advance into management. 
They just need good, diligent 
workers, and there are many 
less-educated candidates who 
fit the bill.

But i run a financial and 
tax planning firm. nobody 
would argue that the per-
sonnel who advise clients on 
investment or tax matters 
involving millions of dol-
lars need only a high school 
education. Someone might, 
however, ask why i require a 
college degree from someone 
who answers our telephone or 
sends out our mail.

Why College Degrees Supplanted 
High School Diplomas

Continued from page 6
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By NANCY KING
The Pope has left of-
fice amid the swirling 
charges of decades 
old accusations of pe-
dophilia, Joe Paterno 

died a broken man after turning a 
blind eye to the indiscretions of his 
former assistant Jerry Sandusky who 
is now serving the rest of his days in 
prison for those indiscretions; but 
there is a group of women who at-
tended the White Plains School 
District who are still waiting for 
validation of their story.

Several months ago, some older 
graduates (from the 1960’s and 
1970’s) reached out to me with their 
story of what they believed was a 
form of pedophilia dating all the way 
back to the 60’s and 70’s. Although i 
originally rebuffed their story; pri-
marily for the amount of time that 
had passed, this group of women, 
led by author Candyce Corcoran 
were hell bent on getting their story 
told. And in all honesty, i too, as a 
student and graduate of the White 
Plains School System, had experi-
enced what has become known as 
“The twirl”. it also seemed that 
after a period of nearly fifty years 
these women really needed the 
validation of their experience; this 
is their story. Actually, i myself had 
forgotten about those infamous 
locker room mandates from 1972… 
i have always been an “i don’t give 
a damn about what you want me to 

do” person even 41 years ago. How-
ever, when Candyce set up a private 
bulletin board for these women to 
communicate about their experi-
ences, even i was blown out of the 
water about how many were coming 
forward and how identical their sto-
ries were.

Prior to the 1990’s and these 
early 2000’s, teachers weren’t any 
sort of individuals that you would 
want to mess with. if you acted 
up in school, it was up to them as 
to why, where and how they would 
dispense discipline. They didn’t need 
to inform a parent back then, they 
just doled out punishments and ac-
tions against students and there 
was nary a parent who would ever, 
ever, question their authority; it just 
wasn’t done back then. At that time, 
teachers were put on a pedestal of 
sorts and had no problem convey-
ing to parents that they knew exactly 

what a kid needed. you would have 
to have traveled to another planet to 
find a parent who would ever chal-
lenge the authority of a teacher. un-
fortunately, there were two Physical 
Education teachers in White Plains 
who knew that their dominance 
over their students would never be 
reported and if it was; it would never 
be believed.

During the 1960’s and 1970’s, 
it was mandated that students must 
shower after any Physical Education 
class or sports club. As we all know Jr. 
and Sr. High School is fraught with 
all sorts of body dysmorphia and just 
having to disrobe and shower with 
classmates was traumatic in and of 
its self. Add to that the extra com-
ponent of having to twirl around to 
PE teachers, while spreading your 
legs to insure that you were clean… 
well you get the picture. unless you 
did “The twirl” and spread your legs 
for these two women, you were not 
handed a brown paper body towel to 
dry off. So there we all were, skinny, 

chubby, some with pubic hair, some 
without, all being required to per-
form this humiliating act in front 
of two women who were supposed 
to be our teachers / protectors. And 
overwhelmingly, none of us in this 
group of now 50 and 60-somethings 
ever told our parents what we had to 
endure on a daily basis. When ques-
tioned why no one ever told their 
parents about this, the overwhelm-
ing response was that our parents 
would have never believed it… and 
so all remained quiet. in our conver-
sations over a few weeks i remem-
bered my own experience with “The 
twirl”. i had been swimming on the 
“A” swim team; the team that trav-
eled and had swimmers with AAu 
aspirations. of course i “twirled” 
most days but one day i just didn’t 
feel like showering and giving the 
perfunctory twirl. i refused and was 
dropped to the “B” team and sus-
pended for 3 days for insubordina-
tion toward a teacher. my hopes of a 
swim scholarship went out the win-
dow and i finished my tenure on 
the swim team as a “B” member. my 
mother never “had my back” on this 
and believed i was looking for the 
easy way off of the team; she sided 
with that teacher.

i had forgotten all of this until 
ms. Corcoran reached out to me. 
it made me wonder whether this 
was the reason that i, …still to this 

Continued on page 9
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
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The answer is that at Palisades 
Hudson, we are in the business of 
growing our business, which is very 
much the business of growing our 
people. Just like a farmer who wants 
to plant her seeds in the most fer-
tile soil possible, we want to start 
with the best people we can get. 
The skills someone brings when he 
or she come to us are not the only 
skills that person will ever have. The 
tasks we ask them to do at the be-
ginning of their employment are not 
the only tasks they will ever perform. 
We want people who are ready and 
eager to grow.

A college degree is no guarantee 
of this, of course, nor is the absence 
of a college degree a sure sign that 
someone lacks aptitude or ambition. 
But our search for the most versa-
tile and trainable talent has to start 
somewhere. in a knowledge-based 

business, we find that it works best 
to start with people who have had 
more education, and who have taken 
good advantage of it. (We know be-
cause we ask to see their transcripts, 
and we pay close attention to what 
they studied and how well they per-
formed.)

We are far from alone in this 
approach. Consider the Atlanta-
based law firm of Busch, Slipakoff 
& Schuh, which was profiled in a 
recent, much-discussed New York 
Times article due to its practice of 
only hiring college graduates. The 
law firm seems to have a lot in 
common with us here at Palisades 
Hudson, as a relatively young, still-
growing firm that wants to go as far 
as it can. The law firm seems to move 
its people into positions of greater 
responsibility once they show they 
can handle it, which we do too. A 
clerk at the law firm, for example, 
became a paralegal.

People are more than just the 
job title they happen to have at the 
moment. They are whatever their 
capabilities and opportunities allow 
them to become. my favorite task 
as a manager is helping our staff 
discover what they can be and what 
they can do.

That’s why the person we hired 
to answer our phones, Amy Labur-
da, is the same person who drafted 
this blog entry. it is why the per-
son we hired part time, as a high 
schooler, to shred paper became our 
first administrative manager after 
she earned her degree. Another high 
school hire earned his degree and 
eventually became our firm’s infor-
mation technology manager. yet an-
other associate who started with us 
part time while in school, Cristina 
DeLuca, is now the administrative 
associate who manages operations 
for our Scarsdale office.

our work does not require great 

physical strength or athletic skill or 
artistic talent. if it did, i would not 
require college degrees, which do not 
correlate with those attributes. But 
we require mental agility, and the 
best – albeit not the only – place to 
find that is among people who have 
used college to train their minds.

As megan mcArdle, a colum-
nist for The Daily Beast, wrote in her 
response to the Times article, “if lots 
of people have a college degree, it’s 
easier for employers to require one as 
a way to winnow down the resume 
pile – and the signalling effect of not 
having one is stronger.”

i don’t want to be elitist, and i 
don’t think that is what i am being 
through my hiring practices. i wish 
our society had more jobs to offer 
people with less education; unfor-
tunately, our drive to raise the mini-
mum legal wage is likely to have the 
opposite effect. i wish everyone had 
access to an affordable, accredited 
form of higher education, and i hope 
we will evolve something like this – 

perhaps combining current high 
school and college in a six- or seven-
year, locally delivered curriculum – 
as the 21st century moves along.

But in today’s economy and 
today’s society, employers want the 
best-trained and most readily train-
able minds. you should not fault 
us for seeking them on the college 
campuses where they tend to con-
gregate.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has pro-
vided personal financial and tax coun-
seling to a sophisticated client base since 
1986. After six years with Arthur An-
dersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and 
family wealth planning, he founded 
his own firm in Hastings on Hudson, 
N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily 
and became the Palisades Hudson or-
ganization, which moved to Scarsdale, 
N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to 
Atlanta in 2008.
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day, question authority? But that’s 
pretty much where it ended for me. 
ms. Corcoran and others who wish 
to remain anonymous still carry to 
this day, issues concerning their na-
ked bodies, even though most have 
been married for over 25 years. They 
also question, on a daily basis, if they 
should have notified their parents. 
All of them, me included have con-

cluded that our parents never would 
have believed us.

School districts have come a 
long way since those days when 
teachers were the ultimate authority. 
Parents now “partner” with teachers 
and play a huge role in the educa-
tion of their children. So much so 
that it’s probably a fair statement 
that teachers in general play pretty 
much a miniscule role in the lives 

of those they teach. They no longer 
exude power over parents and chil-
dren. There are stringent safety nets 
in place to prevent sexually charged 
experiences for students by teachers 
with pedophilic tendencies. We now 
fingerprint and mentor teachers and 
the boundary between school and 
home is clearly defined. We also 
have parents who are now savvy 
enough to realize that teachers are 
no longer the ultimate authority, but, 
are human just like the rest of us.

The two Physical Education 

teachers who made us twirl; have 
been out of the district for decades. 
one is dead and the other is near 90. 
Since my chats with the ladies who 
were “victims” of these two women, 
i’ve often wondered about the mo-
tive behind the twirl. Were they 
closeted lesbians, pedophiles or just 
two women who kinda got off on 
dominating their students? i’m no 
psychologist but i believe it is prob-
ably a combination of all three.

i suppose i should be happy with 
all of the safeguards that are now in 

place to protect kids but at the end 
of the day, this sort of behavior will 
always occur. We’ll read about it in 
occurring in colleges, churches and 
businesses. it’s the sad flawed fact of 
human nature. you can validate an 
experience, but you’ll never be able 
to eradicate it.
Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, 
New York.

Continued on page 7
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HEALTH

By GLENN SLABY
There are times and 
places where a man, 
a woman or even 
an entire group ex-
ceeds the norms of 
what is expected. 

They reach an ideal mentioned so 
often in the Bible, with simple ac-
tions that are common place in their 
eyes but extraordinary in the eyes of 
outsiders. They are places of accep-
tance and kindness, where the spiri-
tual unites with earthly reality. The 
people of the City of Geel (Gheel, 
population approx. 37,000) are such 
an example of the saintly becoming 
ordinary; and it started thirteen cen-
turies ago with the brutal murder of 
a young woman.

What they have done and ac-
complished for so long is so simple 
that their methods are exemplified 
by institutions in our country, hope-
fully resulting in the same positive 
outcomes. For years, in America, 
those who suffer from mental ill-
ness have been institutionalized, 
warehoused until the courts decided 
that individuals rights out-weighed 
forced confinement and released 
them to the streets where they lan-
guished, ostracized from the rest 
of the world. now treatments and 
housing have improved though far 
from perfect for the stigma still ex-
ists, the pain is still prevalent, com-
bined with loneliness going beyond 
sadness.

Geel is so special because 
through its spiritual heritage they 
unite the inflicted with host families 
fostering strong social and commu-
nal bonds. The mentally ill become 
members of households, live with 
them and become part of extended 
families for generations, for life. 

There are no homeless, no individu-
als sleeping in streets. There is no 
fear of those who suffer, who are dif-
ferent. no ridicule. no stigma. no 
mocking. Even the children learn 
to accept, understand and not fear. 
Generation after generation open 
their homes to those suffering.

A fifteen year-old girl, faith 
and miracles started a tradition; 
a model of care for an illness that 
some thought not an illness but 
demonic. Sometime between 620 
and 640 AD, the pagan Celtic King 
Damon of oriel was driven to mad-
ness with the death of his beautiful 
Christian wife. unable to find a wife 
of similar beauty, he sought marital 
relations with his daughter Dym-
phna. She escaped with her priest, 
but was eventually caught in present 
day Belgium and the human obses-
sion on beauty took its terrible toll. 
The priest was executed and Saint 
Dymphna’s final ‘no’ led to her be-
heading by her father at the age of 
fifteen. And so the spiritual seeds 
were planted starting the unique hu-
mane treatment of those tormented 
by mental illness.

in the middle Ages, human 
perceptions and ideas of the spiri-
tual, material and political worlds 
differed greatly to our conceptions 
and manifestations of the twenty-
first century. Also, medical treat-
ment, especially for mental illness 
was through religious institutions 
such as the Catholic Church.

Events surrounding the mysti-
cal, such as St. Dymphna, do not 
occur in a vacuum. Word of cures, 
healings, slowly spread beyond 
the local districts. Pilgrims would 
seek housing as they sought physi-
cal and spiritual healing. They had 
faith enough to travel difficult dis-

tances for cure, comfort, guidance. 
Residents had faith enough to 
dedicate their lives assisting others 
on illnesses that were beyond their 
medical grasp. Acceptance of those 
suffering as individuals, as children 
of God, with lives worth living, grew. 
The fear of treating these illnesses 
subsided and lives improved. As the 

spiritual world manifested with our 
material world, the story of her mar-
tyrdom and related miracles grew 
and by 1249 she was granted saint-
hood. in 1286, a guest hospital was 
built. in 1349, construction began on 
a new church building. The miracu-
lous has withstood the test of time 
and continues.

myths can be entirely truthful 
or can contain various degrees of his-
torical facts. Can one accept the pos-
sibility that whole truths will never 

be known and that events can occur 
that are beyond our understanding? 
How great a difference does it make 
especially if good comes from it? 
Hopefully, one accepts that the spiri-
tual realm may have a great influence 
on lives.

of course there is a screening 
process to assure that those placed 
are suitable. Residency is open to 
the various diagnoses of the mental 
illness spectrum. The inflicted are 

A Legend, a Saint, and Geel, Belgium
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Page 10 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2013

Continued on page 11

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

By ROBERT SCOTT
The love affair be-
tween max Eastman 
and Florence Deshon 
would set the pattern 
for his later romances.

initially, he was completely 
head-over-heels in love.

The time they spent together-
-stolen from two blossoming ca-
reers--was a storybook romance.

max, an inveterate philanderer, 
wrote: “For the first time in my life 
i experienced no carnal or romantic 
yearning toward the shapely breasts 
and delicately upward curving calves 
of the summer-clad girls who would 
pass me on the street. night and day 
i was absorbed in my greatest love. i 
was, in fact and to my amazement, 
monogamous. 

“indeed i was so completely 
lifted into heaven by Florence’s 
body and spirit, that i feared for 
my own terrestrial selfhood, for my 
ambitions. together with this fear of 
losing myself, i began also to experi-
ence a fear of losing her. i thought i 
saw evidences that she was drifting 
away from me.”

Florence was kept busy early 
in 1918 making eight films at the 
Vitagraph Studios in the midwood 
section of Brooklyn. Her career went 
into what Eastman described as “a 
dead calm” later that year.

in June, they moved into his 
Croton house for the summer, and 
she seemed to him almost like a wife. 
“The exhilaration and the tender joy 
of our days together,” max recorded, 
“our walks through the wakening 
wood, or over the hill roads to the 
great dam, and in the midst of those 
days the sudden thought, quicken-
ing my pulse, that the nights also 
were mine, made me believe in love 
in a way that i would once have 

called old-fashioned.
“The present was thrilling, the 

future was full of adventures for us 
both: ‘till death do us part,’ if those 
words had been spoken, would not 
have been discordant during the 
early summer of 1918.”

Despite these emotions, trou-
ble was brewing in paradise.  once 
while max was busy writing in the 
Croton house, Florence began pre-
paring lunch. At an impasse in the 
piece, he left his desk to walk on mt. 
Airy Road and sort out his thoughts. 
When he returned a short time later, 
he found her standing in the door-
way in a black rage. She had turned 
off the stove, leaving the food half-
cooked.

“What do you think i am, a ser-

vant?” she snapped. “Do you think i 
came up here to cook for you while 
you stroll around the countryside?” 
The storm soon blew over, and the 
couple made peace.

As loose as his ties to Florence 
were, one morning in late August 
max was seized by a wish to be free 
of commitment. For no apparent 
reason, he abruptly lost interest. The 
relationship that seemed so idyllic 
only a few weeks before, suddenly 
became confining. in 1912, the same 
feeling had come over him toward 
his wife, ida Rauh, to whom he was 
still married.

max kept up a semblance of ro-
mantic love, but Florence must have 
sensed the change in his feelings. in 
July of 1919, when a contract offer 

came from Samuel 
Goldwyn in Cali-
fornia she quickly 
signed with him 
and began work on a 
new film in August. 
in September, max 
joined her there.

The reunited 
lovers found an 
apartment in Hol-
lywood, where max 
could continue to 
work on his book on 
the sense of humor. 
once they settled 
into it, max called 
on Charlie Chap-
lin. Eastman and 
Chaplin had met the 
previous winter after 
max had spoken in 
Seattle in support 
of striking shipyard 
workers. They be-
came fast friends, 
finding their political 
attitudes and intel-
lectual (and sexual) 
interests compatible.

Florence accom-
panied him on one of his visits to 
the Chaplin studio. Chaplin greeted 
them warmly. The trio soon became 
frequent companions, playing cha-
rades and other games at parties. 
Chaplin was obviously entranced by 
Florence’s quick mind and radiant 
beauty.

max returned to new york 
by way of San Francisco, where he 
looked up a young woman whose 
poems he had published in The Lib-
erator, the successor magazine to The 
Masses. They ended up going to bed 
together, but his conscience was only 
slightly troubled. After all, he and 
Florence had an agreement about 

mutual independence.
Florence’s letters to him told of 

her film work and began mention-
ing Chaplin frequently: “Charlie is 
always sweet to me,” one letter said. 
“i dined with Charlie on Christmas 
Eve, and he gave me a Christmas 
present,” another reported.

Chaplin would go to Florence’s 
apartment following his work at the 
studio and spend the evening with 
her. Before long, he was spending 
the night, as well. Hollywood gos-
sips began talking about the come-
dian’s romance with Florence.

She made three films for Gold-
wyn: The Loves of Letty, Duds, and 

Florence Deshon, 2: Charlie Chaplin or Max?

Charlie Chaplin and Max Eastman in Hollywood in 1919. Max introduced 
Florence Deshon to Charlie Chaplin at this time.

Movie stars sent “signed” photo cards like this to fans in 
the 1920s. This is Florence Deshon’s card from the Billy 

Rose Theatre Collection at the New York Public Library.

assigned tasks and chores. They are 
given responsibilities and responsi-
bilities beget a sense of self-respect, 
self-worth and belonging. When 
the foster parent or family member 
passes on they continue as members 
of the host family with the next gen-
eration. one figure for today shows 
500 individuals are currently housed. 

This general well-being brings a 
drop in the prescribed medication 
dosages. The average stay in a foster 
family is 30 years.

The deinstitutionalization in 
psychiatric care was considered 
too radical but now the benefits of 
Geel’s humane and generous policy 
may be seen in studies where pa-
tients are treated as guests and then 

as family members, where they have 
jobs, chores, routines and responsi-
bilities – consistency. And they have 
a home, a room of their own and 
people to look after them. A world 
totally different to the sterile inpa-
tient psyche wards we heard about.

Sometimes good can be easily 
washed over by the tide of human-
ity moving forward on a path con-
trolled by the progress of time. And 
sometimes you get a glimpse of hope 
from the unexpected in the little 

corners of our world, like Geel, that 
reach out to those of various needs, 
but they are too far and few as the 
negative aspects of human nature 
can still predominate.

Generation after generation 
passes their humanity into the fu-
ture where the mentally ill find self 
worth, acceptance, a family and 
community to live, to learn, and to 
love - for life. And being different is 
not seen as a reason to be treated dif-
ferently but to be loved more. Geel’s 

secret to caring can be identified as 
recognizing God in all things.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one 
son. A former account with an MBA, 
he suffers from mental illness. He is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guard-
ian, writes part-time, and works at the 
New Rochelle Public Library and at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, New 
York, where he receives therapy.

Continued from page 9
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Dollars and Sense, and two (Danger-
ous Days and The Cup of Fury) for 
Eminent Authors Pictures, a com-
pany formed by Goldwyn with nov-
elist Rex Beach and other authors. 
After completing the fifth film, 
Florence was kept idle by the studio. 
Finally, Goldwyn told her that he 
wanted to break her contract, offer-
ing a thousand dollars and a ticket 
back to new york.

Three studios immediately 
made offers at double her Gold-
wyn salary. After making a Western 
for Fox titled The Twins of Suffer-
ing Creek, she joyfully telegraphed 
max that she had agreed to work for 
veteran director maurice tourneur 
for $350 a week “in a big part.” The 
film was Deep Waters. She would be 
playing opposite the male lead, Jack 
Gilbert, who would later become 
better known as silent film idol John 
Gilbert.

in the meantime, back in new 
york max was far from sexually ab-
stinent. He had become captivated 
by Lisa Duncan, one of the six foster 
daughters of irma Duncan, herself a 
pupil of isadora. irma Duncan had 
begun adoption proceedings to fa-
cilitate their entrance to the united 
States in 1914, but actual adoption 
never took place.

instead of answering Florence’s 

elated telegram with congratula-
tions, max sent her a letter declaring 
his love for Lisa. The cruelest blow 
was his account of watching her 
dance in Carnegie Hall: “i was en-
tranced way beyond any thought by 
the perfection of her being.”

in the summer of 1920, Flor-
ence reported to max that she was 
not feeling well, and he convinced 
her to join him in Croton. She ar-
rived on August 20, obviously un-
well. He immediately made an 
appointment with his friend, Dr. 
Herman “Harry” Lorber, who treat-
ed most of Greenwich Village’s art-
ists and intellectuals.

“you came just in time,” Lorber 
told him, after examining Florence. 
“only an immediate operation can 
save her from a blood-poisoning 
that might be fatal. i wonder what 
kind of a doctor she had out there 
[in Los Angeles].”

Eastman did not seem to un-
derstand. Lorber made his diagnosis 
specific: “Florence has been preg-
nant for three months, and the fetus 
is dead. i don’t know how long ago it 
died, but any delay might be fatal.” 
max realized that the child she was 
carrying had to have been fathered 
by Chaplin, whose predatory sexual 
appetite and habit of not taking pre-
cautions were well-known around 
Hollywood.

Florence underwent an opera-
tion that afternoon and spent the 
next days convalescing at the house 
in Croton. When she felt better, 
she took the train to new york to 
be with Chaplin, who had traveled 
east with her. This was a period when 
Florence--in Eastman’s own words-
-”commuted between two lovers.”

neither Eastman or Chaplin 
exhibited any jealousy. “There was 
something royal in her nature that 
gave her the right to have things as 
she pleased,” max later wrote.

Chaplin came up to Croton 
and took a room for a few days at 
the tumble inn, a roadhouse on the 
Albany Post Road. (The tumble inn 
was demolished in 1974. The Sky-
view nursing Home now occupies 
the site.)

Florence and Charlie spent 
many hours there and walked the 
roads of Croton together. She could 
not persuade him to accompany her 
to max’s mt. Airy house, and he re-
turned to the city.

When the time came for her to 

decide whether to go back to Cali-
fornia with Chaplin, she chose to 
remain in Croton with max.  Chap-
lin accompanied her to Grand Cen-
tral terminal, where they parted at 
the gate to the Croton train. “Don’t 
mind these tears,” he told her. “i’ll be 
all right.”
The Florence Deshon story concludes 
next week. Robert Scott is a semi-re-
tired book publisher and local historian. 
He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

Continued on page 12
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Charlie Chaplin stayed at the Tumble Inn in Croton in his attempt to get Florence Deschon to return to California with him.

INTERNATIONAL

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
tunisia, one of the 
most secular Arab 
countries in modern 
times—and the first 
country to experience 

the “Arab Spring”—was also re-
cently the first Arab country to ex-
perience a high level political islamic 
assassination since the Arab Spring 
began. The BBC explains:

“tunisian opposition politician 
Chokri Belaid has been shot dead 
outside his home in the capital, tu-
nis. Relatives say mr Belaid was shot 
in the neck and head on his way to 
work. He was a prominent secular 
opponent of the moderate [sic] is-
lamist-led government and his mur-
der has sparked protests around the 
country, with police firing tear gas to 

disperse angry crowds.”
Although the BBC report states 

“it is not known who is responsible 
for the attack on the politician,” who 
Belaid was—a leader of the Demo-
cratic Patriots party, which has been 
at the forefront of challenging the 
islamist-led government of tuni-
sia—speaks for itself. As French 
President Francois Hollande put it, 
“This murder robs tunisia of one of 
its most courageous and free voices.”

The islamist Ennahda party 
naturally denies any involvement—
even as it, not to mention all tuni-
sian islamists, had the most to gain 
from the silencing of Belaid. Ac-
cording to the islamist party’s presi-
dent, Rashid Gannouchi, “Ennahda 
is completely innocent of the assas-
sination of Belaid.”

Silencing Freedom Fighters
Islamic Assassinations

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Florence Deshon, 2: Charlie Chaplin or Max?
Continued from page 10

http://gulfnews.com/news/region/tunisia/tunisia-erupts-after-belaid-s-slaying-1.1142930
mailto:inno@libertytax.com
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neither the BBC nor the En-
nahda party bother mentioning the 
fact that, mere days before Belaid 
was shot to death, fatwas calling 
for his death were publicly pro-
claimed. For example, one video 
shows a bearded tunisian cleric, of 
the Salafi brand, publicly denounc-
ing Belaid as an “infidel” whose must 
be killed—”not according to me but 
the prophet!”—even as those around 
him cry “Allahu Akbar!”

Just as Arab-Spring fever came 
to Egypt following tunisia—and 
in both countries, saw the empow-
erment of islamist parties, namely 
the Ennahda and muslim Brother-
hood—so too have islamic fatwas 
to assassinate those opposing the is-
lamist agenda come to Egypt follow-
ing tunisia. Aside from the fact that, 
during the popular protests against 
President muhammad morsi and 
his Sharia-heavy constitution, his 
islamist allies issued any number of 
fatwas permitting the spilling of the 
blood of those opposing him, some 
days ago, Dr. mahmoud Sha’ban is-

sued a fatwa on live tV calling for 
the killing of muhammad el-Bara-
dei and Hamdin Sabhi, leaders of 
Egypt’s secular national Salvation 
Front party for being openly critical 
of morsi and the Brotherhood. He 
unhesitatingly pronounced that the 
“Sharia of Allah” demands their kill-
ing, basing his fatwa on the words of 
muhammad—to behead those who 
oppose the leader—as found in the 
canonical collections of Sahih mus-
lim.

Then, a few days after Sha’ban 
issued this fatwa, an assassination 
attempt was made on Dr. tawfik 
okasha—the host of the tV show 
Misr al-Youm (“Egypt today”) and 
one of the most vociferous crit-
ics of the muslim Brotherhood. As 
he was leaving his home, cars with 
unknown assailants opened fire on 
him, though he was protected by his 
bodyguards—popular critics of the 
muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, who 
can afford it, are often surrounded by 
personal bodyguards—who opened 
fire back on the assassins.

in other words, we are witness-
ing in Egypt the same exact pattern 

that took place in tunisia, where 
Chokri Belaid, a leader of the na-
tion’s secular party who was un-
abashedly critical of the islamist-led 
government, was assassinated—all 
in accordance with the fatwas of the 
sheikhs.

none of this is surprising, con-
sidering the deep continuity of is-
lamic assassinations, which litter 
the annals of history. The very word 
“assassinate” and “assassin” are based 
on a medieval islamic sect, the Ha-
shashin, which pioneered the use of 
political assassination in the name of 
islam. indeed, the prophet of islam 
himself, muhammad, ordered the 
assassination of several non-mus-
lims who opposed him, including 
women.

nor is the calling for the assassi-
nation of those who oppose islamic 
supremacism limited to the islamic 
world. most recently in Denmark, 
Lars Hedegaard, a seventy-year-old 
free speech activist and critic of is-
lam, narrowly escaped an assassina-
tion attempt on his life right outside 
his home in Copenhagen:

“According to Danish media, 
the gunman, in a postal service 
uniform, rang the doorbell of He-

degaard’s apartment building on 
the pretext of delivering a package. 
When Hedegaard opened the front 
door, the man pulled out a gun and 
fired a shot, narrowly missing Hede-
gaard’s head. Danish police say they 
are searching for the suspect, whom 
they describe as “a man of a different 
ethnic background than Danish.” 
He is believed to be in his 20s and 
has a “middle Eastern appearance.” 
Speculation is that the assailant is 
a muslim because of critical state-
ments that Hedegaard has made 
regarding islam.”

nor are front door assassina-
tions on behalf of islam limited to 
silencing criticism against the is-
lamist agenda; instead, they are reg-
ularly used to silence all free speech 
that threatens islam. For instance, 
just last December 2012 in Paki-
stan, Birgitta Almby, a 70-year-old 
Bible school teacher from Sweden, 
was shot by two men in front of her 
home, dying soon thereafter. She 
had served in Pakistan for 38 years. 
Christians who were close to her 
had no doubt that “islamic extrem-
ists” murdered the elderly woman: 
“Who else would want to murder 
someone as apolitical and harmless 

as Almby, who had dedicated her life 
to serving humanity?”

no doubt someone who thought 
she was breaking the laws of Allah 
by proselytizing to muslims—as 
when American Joel Shrum was as-
sassinated in yemen for purportedly 
preaching the Gospel to muslims; or 
when Russian priest Fr.Daniil Sys-
oyev was shot to death by muslim 
assassins for proselytizing to and 
baptizing muslims.

Assassination has long been a 
tool of islamic supremacism, to the 
point of giving the English language 
the word “assassinate.” Accordingly, 
inasmuch as islam grows in power 
and influence, so too will those who 
resist it be prey to the islamic dagger, 
both at home and abroad.

This article was first published 
on February 19, 2013 in Front-
PageMagazine.comBelaid_Chokri 
and http://www.meforum.
org/3452/islamic-assassination
Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fel-
low at the David Horowitz Freedom 
Center and an Associate Fellow at the 
Middle East Forum.

MAkE IT FUN!

By PAM YOUNG
men are weird when 
they’re hungry. i 
learned this early in 
my marriage to terry. 
When it was dinner 

time he used to always be ravenous 
and, quite frankly, i didn’t like him 
when he was that way. He didn’t act 
mean or cranky like some men do; 
he just acted like he’d skipped his 
meds. He’s sort of a combination of 

Cramer (in the sitcom Seinfeld) and 
Barney Fife (in The Andy Griffith 
Show). But when he’d get hungry 
he’d be like those two characters on 
speed.

Famished men definitely act 
differently than famished women. 
it doesn’t surprise me at all that 
Swanson didn’t think to name their 
large portioned tV dinner, Hungry 
Woman Dinner, even though an av-
erage lady can put one away with no 
problem. no one addresses the idea 

of a hungry woman because, quite 
frankly, we never are. That’s because 
we snack. From the time we are 
youngsters; we spend more time in 
the kitchen and therefore have more 
access to food than men do. if we 
work outside of our homes we carry 
with us a snacking pattern gleaned 
from generations of female snack-
ers. i would bet that more business 
women have snacks in their drawers 
at work than men do. And men don’t 
have purses (a natural snack sack) in 
which to tuck treats.

men love hors d’oeuvres because 
they send a chemical message to 
the male brain that tells the animal 
there is food ready to eat, NOW. The 
hors d’oeuvres go straight into the 
blood stream, assuring the organ-
ism that all is well. i think men like 
hors d’oeuvres more than women 
do, because women don’t need them 
like men do. When i fix dinner, fre-
quently i hors d’oeuvre myself into a 
bloated stupor before i’ve sat down 
to the dinner table.

Hors d’oeuvres don’t have to 
take much time to prepare. They can 

food from the main meal held out 
and put on a special plate. Say you’re 
having roast chicken; just throw 
the cooked gizzard, heart and liver 
in the Cuisnart with a little onion, 
celery, garlic and mayo, smear it on 
a couple of crackers and put it on a 
fancy plate that doesn’t match any-
thing else in your china cupboard. 
(you can find such plates and bowls 
at any reputable garage sale.)

Hors d’oeuvres can come from 
a refrigerator clean out. it doesn’t 
really matter as long as it is served 
immEDiAtELy!

in French, hors d’oeuvres means 
outside of work. The French were very 
clever to name this part of a meal, 
hors d’oeuvres because a hungry hus-
band just outside of work needs some-
thing in his stomach. The French are 
also known for being romantic. They 
probably thought up the saying, 
“The way to a man’s heart is through 
his stomach.” i think that is true. if 
you want to stop fighting over stupid 
things like who used the last square 
of toilet paper and didn’t replace the 
roll, serve hors d’oeuvres. if your 
marriage is threatened by quibbling 
over who uses all the gas in the car 
and coasts it into the driveway, serve 
hors d’oeuvres right there in the ga-

rage. if your husband expects you to 
be a natural navigator and you can’t 
read a map unless the map and the 
car are going in the same direction, 
have hors’ d’oeuvres in the front seat 
and you’ll be home free.

Hors d’oeuvres could save your 
marriage. Wouldn’t it be a shame if 
the only thing standing in the way 
of happier marriages was a glob of 
tuna salad on a couple of nice crisp 
romaine lettuce leaves?

For more from Pam young go 
to www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.
com. you’ll find many musings, vid-
eos of Pam in the kitchen preparing 
delicious meals, videos on how to get 
organized, ways to lose weight and 
get your finances in order, all from a 
reformed SLoB’s point of view.

to listen to this essay while you 
do something productive with your 
hands go to www.makeitfunandit-
willgetdone.com
You’ll find many musings, videos of 
Pam in the kitchen preparing delicious 
meals, videos on how to get organized, 
ways to lose weight and get your fi-
nances in order, all from a reformed 
SLOB’s point of view.

Hors D’oeuvres Can Save a Marriage

Continued from page 11
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
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Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today
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914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 
(10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
Glenn Weissman: 347-353-6128
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First off what a cool name, J stands 
for Joe maher, A is for Anson Fun-
derburgh, K is for Kevin mcKen-
dree, and last but not least S is for 
Steve mackey, please no questions 
about the C! i saw this band in 2012 
on the Delbert mcClinton cruise 
and there was a buzz that they were 
going into Kevin mcKendree’s stu-
dio to record, i saw them again this 
past January on Delbert’s cruise and 
Kevin hands me their new CD, yes! 
Three of the four players have close 
ties to Delbert, so unless (i’m not 
knowing) Big Joe maher is the only 
unconnected musician to mr. mc-
Clinton. mcKendree and mackey 
have been with Delbert for some 
time now, and Anson previously re-
corded with Delbert. Big Joe played 
on mcKendree’s “Hammers and 
Strings,” so there’s that tie in. Long 
story short, lots of talent in this band, 
so lets checkout “Deal With it.”

twelve tracks comprise “Deal 
With it” three are covers, and most 
of the balance of tunes were either 
written or co-written by maher. The 
title track instrumentally opens this 

album and it’s a promising start, 
mcKendree broils on B3, Funder-
burgh is right on with his big fat 
tone as the band locks-in on a track 
that could have been recorded in the 
sixties, good stuff. maher’s “Have 
ourselves a time” is so hip, maher’s 
in his typical good vocal form, Fun-
derburgh’s guitar is sweet, mackey’s 
locked in, mcKendree tickles the 
keys and it’s a fun good time for 
all. Percy mayfield’s “i Don’t Want 
to Be President” follows and fits 
the bill like a glove, Funderburgh’s 
sparse playing nails it, mcKendree 
doubles on B3 and piano and he’s 
is right on too, vote for me! maher’s 
rollicking “She Ain’t Worth a Dime” 
rolls, mcKendree keys are spot on as 
maher vocalizes on. The smoky late 
night vibe on maher’s “Love’s Like 
That” is a late night vamp, Funder-
burgh’s fits smartly with his solo, 
mcKendree’s very supportive on pi-
ano as this gem mesmerizes. Blues-
time on maher’s “Bobcat Woman” 
is about putting poison in the cof-
fee and arsenic in the tea, not a very 
happy lyric, but this tune will make 

you smile as the band percolates 
throughout. Their cover of “your 
turn to Cry” is as expected a sordid 
tale that’s very bluesy and talks about 
that there’s someone else by my side. 
maher’s “Thunder and Lightning” 
feels like it could have been out of 
the Freddie King songbook, Fun-
derburgh easily fits the King’s part 
as the entire band coagulates. Ap-
propriately “texas twister” follows 
instrumentally, Funderburgh’s so 
cozy and delivers on all fronts, the 
band follows in perfection on this 
ultra-fun tune authored by every 
band member. “Ansonmypants” co-
authored by maher and yates mcK-
endree (Kevin’s son) is another hoot, 
Anson is so dead on and just sails, 
daddy mcKendree hits the B3 as his 
kid sparkles on the keys. “Bad news 
Baby” is another late night blues 
cover, you know what’s coming but 
want it, yes you’re bad news baby, 
cheat on me and let my hair turn 
gray… bring it on, Anson delivers 
the dirty deeds on guitar to near per-
fection, as does maher’s vocals who’s 
righteously out of his mind and has 
had his fill, but he’s still loving that 
bad news baby. This cool disc closes 
with the instrumental “Painkiller” 

authored by all the band members 
that could have easily been covered 
by the original sixties version of the 
meters, so sultry and apprpriately 
funky.

Who makes albums like this? 
nobody, but when you blend the 
high musicianship assembled here 

and add their knowledge of the 
music they cherish, what else could 
you expect? High quality tunes per-
formed flawlessly. Very recommend-
ed listening, nothing else compares.
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

4 Jacks “Deal With it” Eller Soul Records
“So retro, so cool” Rating: 8

http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
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By JOHN SIMON

“Passion,” by Stephen 
Sondheim with book 
by James Lapine, is 
based on a film by 
Ettore Scola, derived 

from a minor autobiographical 
novel by i.u. tarchetti. or, as Sond-
heim puts it, an elegant movie from 
a stodgy novel. His show (music 
and lyrics), is better than stodgy but 
somewhat less than elegant.

The handsome officer, Gior-
gio, amid a happy milanese affair 
with the beautiful Clara, a wife and 
mother, is suddenly transferred to 
remote Parma, and much of this 
epistolary musical consists of one to 
three characters singing their own or 
one another’s letters as solo, duet or 
trio.

At camp, amid some rowdy of-
ficers, Giorgio elicits instantaneous 
passion from the Colonel comman-
dant’s cousin, Fosca, living upstairs, 
and first heard in offstage shrieks. 
Suffering from a mysterious illness, 
she is given to hysteria and seizures, 
on top of being mightily unattract-
ive. Her passion for and pursuit of 
him horrifies Giorgio, but the regi-
mental Doctor persuades him that 

he must see her, her very survival 
depending on it.

At a climactic point, Giorgio 
is commandeered to her bedside, 
where Fosca compels him to write 
her a quasi-love letter she dictates. 
They do go on walks together, but 
when rescuing Fosca at a rain-
drenched outing, Giorgio himself 
falls ill, and gets a 40-day sick leave 
to spend with Clara. But Fosca 
tracks him down in his very train 
compartment, and he is induced to 
give up and escort her back to camp.

Clara, however loving, refuses to 
run off with Giorgio until her son is 
older and at school. This convinces 
him that Fosca’s unconditional ado-
ration is the real thing, and he yields 
to it. He has been through a lot: the 
Colonel, having found the letter dic-
tated by Fosca, thinks that Giorgio 
was toying with her and challenges 
him to a duel, in which the young 
captain severely wounds his com-
mander.

in the end, Giorgio, hospitalized 
for a nervous disorder and almost as 
sick as Fosca, learns that she has died 
three days after the night he finally 
spent in sex with her. Having broken 
off with Clara, he is left alone and 
wretched.

The problem is that Sond-
heim, as he says, “chose to think 
of the show as one long rhapsodic 
love song musically relentless . . . as 
much of the dialogue underscored as 
possible.” Thus the show is almost 
through composed, with the mu-
sic—except for raucous interludes 
for the officers’ horseplay—very 
nearly variations on one basic theme. 
yet that theme, though pleasing, 
does not manage to rise to the nec-

essary emotional climaxes.
more problematic still, the 

Classic Stage Company production 
directed and designed by the vastly 
overrated John Doyle, is in three-
quarters arena style, and employs 
only a few mirrors and chairs, the 
latter having to make clumsily do as 
beds to lie on and even make love in.  

Even the requisite writing desk 
is a mere wooden box on the floor, 
on which a crouching Giorgio writes 

the fateful letter. Doyle has further 
economized by omitting a chorus 
and having some officers double 
in several parts, even as females by 
draping themselves in shawls, with 
jarringly farcical results.

The show would need scenery, as 
for the outdoor excursion or the large 
dining table in the officers’ mess, etc. 
Good as Jane Cox’s lighting and 
Ann Hould-Ward costumes are, 
they do not manage to compensate 
for the lacks. moreover, in a small 
theater with spectators too close to 
the actors, makes this scarcely be-
lievable story even more improbable 
despite decent performances.

melissa Errico’s Clara, Ryan 
Silverman’s Giorgio, Stephen Bo-
gardus’s Colonel and tom nelis’s 
Doctor are all laudable, and Judy 
Kuhn’s Fosca is chillingly effective. 
The only nine-piece orchestra under 
Rob Berman’s fine direction man-
ages, even thus reduced, to make the 
most of Jonathan tunick’s expert 
orchestrations. We may feel some-
what deprived, but never bored. This 
“Passion” has the desirable valleys 
and plateaus, but the peaks are un-
fortunately absent.
Classic Stage Company, 136 E. 13th 
Street, New York, NY 10003; 212-
352-3101. Limited engagement now 
through April 7. 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

SPORTS SCENE

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS
Welcome to the 
winter champion-
ships edition of 
Sports Scene, where 
we take a look at the 
great sports action 

here in Westchester County.
The summer Empire State 

Games re-launch has been pushed 
back to 2014 due to lack of funds.

Congratulations to former Hor-
ace Greeley star maddy Coon and 
former Eastchester High Coach 
Thomas “Skip” Walsh as they both 
will be inducted into the new york 
State Softball Hall of Fame on June 
15th in Herkimer, ny.

north Salem’s old Farm will 
host one of the most prestigious 
horse show jumping competitions, 
the 43rd American Gold Cup in 
September.

Port Chester resident Bryant 

“Pee Wee” Cruz improved his pro 
boxing record to 2-0 with a four 
round technical knockout against 
Pedro Andres at the mohegan Sun 
Arena.

mount Vernon’s girls basketball 
Coach Patrice Wallace-moore has 
stepped down as coach.

Here is our weekly Cain record 
breaker, as once again Bronxville 
High junior mary Cain set a new 
running mark, this time finishing 
second at the Women’s Wanamaker 
mile at the millrose Games, Cain 
set the national high school record 
at 4:28:25, way to go mary.

turning to some high school 
results, on the hoops court, let’s start 
with the girls. in Class B quarterfinal 
action, irvington beat Valhalla 68 to 
36, Lexi martins had 27 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds for the win-
ners.  in another quarterfinal game, 
Dobbs Ferry defeated Pleasantville 
by the final score of 42 to 24; Alyssa 
Chipello led the way with 15 points.

in boys action, in Class A quar-
terfinal games Eastchester was vic-

torious over Pelham 60-42, Jack 
Daly fired in 14 points and Dobbs 
Ferry defeated Woodlands 74 to 58, 
Eric Paschall poured in a game high 
29 points.

Let’s roll into some bowling ac-
tion, Harrison sophomore michael 
DeRenzis rolled his first 300 game 
in the Huskies final match held at 
White Plains Bowl.

At the 79th Eastern States 
track & Field Championships, new 
Rochelle’s Briyah Brown remained 
unbeaten in the shot put as she broke 
her section indoor record with a 45 
feet, 2 ¼ inches toss.  new Rochelle’s 
800-meter relay team of Alicia Don-
aldson, Rasheeda Bull, Ashley Wig-
gins and Symone Darius set a new 
school record in taking first place at 
the same meet.

in Squash action, the Rye 
Country Day boys edged the mill-
brook School 4-3, senior captains 
John Shuck and matt Swain each 
scored for the winners.

on the ice, John Jay took home 
the Division 2 Section i ice hockey 

crown with a 5-1 victory over Rye, 
mark Leprine scored twice for the 
indians.

masters captured first place in 
boys foil and in boys and girls sabre 
at the independent School Fencing 
League tournament recently held at 
Hackley.

over on the slopes… north Sa-
lem/John Jay skier Helen Eifert fin-
ished 39th in the giant slalom at the 
ny State Championships.

Here’s a look at some area col-
lege action, in hoops, the Purchase 
men’s basketball team has once 
again made the nCAA Division iii 
tournament by winning the Skyline 
Conference title with a 22-5 record.

How about some baseball… 
Pace loss to host tampa 14 to 1.

iona dropped their third in a 
row as they lost 65 to 64 to indiana 
State in the BracketBusters series.

mercy College’s lacrosse squad 
crushed Assumption 12 to 5, mike 
marzocca fired in four goals to lead 
the way.

more lax news, Somers JoJo 

marasco a senior at Syracuse uni-
versity was named to the Big East 
men’s lacrosse honor, after his 8 
point game against Albany.

Concordia named Kelci Hegg 
as their new women’s soccer coach.

manhattanville’s Jack Bramswig 
from Pleasantville has been named 
to the Freedom Conference’s men’s 
basketball first team as an end of the 
year honors have been announced.

i watched the men’s and 
Women’s u.S. Curling nationals 
last week, but did you know that we 
have a curling venue right here in 
Westchester at the Ardsley Country 
Club? my wife and i have curled 
there. it’s a lot of fun, just remember 
not to tell your spouse that you have 
never seen her sweep so well before. 
See you next time.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.

Judy Kuhn and Ryan Silverman in a scene from the Stephen Sondheim - 
James Lapine musical, “Passion.” 

Misses, Near and Total

http://www.classicstage.org
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TRANSPORTATION

Fares will have been increased on 
all Bee-Line bus routes except the 
Bxm4C Westchester-manhattan 
Express as of Sunday, March 3 at 
12:01 a.m. The increases are as fol-
lows:

Single-ride bus fares paid either 
with cash (coins only) or metroCard 
will increase to $2.50, from the cur-
rent $2.25, the same as the autho-
rized increase for new york City 
subways and buses. For seniors and 
the disabled with the proper iDs, the 
fare will increase to $1.25, from the 
current $1.10.

The 30-day unlimited-ride me-
troCard (usable on Bee-Line buses 
and new york City buses and sub-
ways) will increase to $112, from the 
current $104. For seniors and the 
disabled the 30-day unlimited-ride 
card will cost $56, up from $52.

The seven-day unlimited-ride 
metroCard will increase to $30, 
from $29. For seniors and the dis-
abled, the fare will increase to $15, 
up from $14.50.

The threshold for receiving a 
bonus discount on a metroCard will 
be lowered to $5, from the current 
$10. The amount of the discount 
will be reduced to 5 percent, from 
the current 7 percent. This thereby 
reduces the effective cost of a single 
ride to $2.38.

The fare for the Bee-Line Route 
Bxm4C, Westchester-manhattan 

Express will not change, with the 
cost of one ride remaining at $7.50 
and at $3.75 (off-peak hours only) 
for the Senior and Disabled Re-
duced Fare.

Service Changes, Effective 
monday, march 4

For specific schedule informa-
tion, go to www.westchestergov.
com/beelinebus or call the Bee-Line 
HotLinE at (914) 813-7777 
monday to Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. What follows are the changes:

Routes 1 and 2 - There will be 
weekday morning schedule adjust-
ments.

Route 8 - The 7:03 a.m. week-
day northbound trip from Riverdale 
Avenue and Valentine Lane in yon-
kers will be discontinued. The 1:48 
p.m. weekday southbound trip from 
Central Avenue and tuckahoe Road 
in yonkers to mt. St. Vincent will be 
discontinued. There will be minor 
weekday schedule adjustments.

Route 12 - There will be adjust-
ments to the Sunday schedule in 
both directions between the White 
Plains transCenter and the West-
chester County Airport.

Route 20/21 - There will be 
weekday and weekend schedule ad-
justments.

Route 25 - A 6:52 a.m. weekday 
eastbound trip will be added at the 
yonkers Railroad Station. A Sun-
day 8:43 p.m. eastbound trip will be 

added at the Cross County Shop-
ping Center.

Route 30 - The 6:56 a.m. week-
day eastbound trip from Riverdale 
Avenue and main Street in yonkers 
to Saunders High School will be 
discontinued. There will be weekday 

morning schedule adjustments.
Route 40 - A 10:58 a.m. week-

day southbound trip will be added 
from Westchester Community Col-
lege to the White Plains transCen-
ter.

Route 45/45Q - The 8:03 a.m. 
weekday northbound trip from 
main Street and Church Street in 
new Rochelle to mill Road and 
White Plains Post Road in East-
chester will be discontinued. A 7:27 
a.m. weekday northbound trip from 
main Street and Church Street to 

mill Road and White Plains Post 
Road in Eastchester will be added.

Route 77 - Southbound trips 
will originate at the Carmel Bowl 
in Carmel at 6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m. 
and 7:20 a.m. northbound trips will 
originate at north Broadway and 
main Street in White Plains at 4:25 
p.m., 5:20 p.m., and 6:15 p.m.

Routes 10, 34, 38, 39, 60, 63, 64, 
65, 70 and 71 - There will be minor 
schedule adjustments. 

Bee-Line System Fare Increased Effective Sunday, March 3, 12:01 a.m.
Spring Service Changes Effective Monday, March 4

Liz Flahive’s “The madrid” comes as 
close as a play can to being about ab-
solutely nothing. But what can you 
expect fro a piece that takes its title 
from a run-down building complex 
in which the married heroine takes 
refuge from heaven knows what? 
not even the wonderful Edie Falco 
can make this martha credible, let 
alone interesting.

There is no reason provided for 
this kindergarten teacher’s repeated 
attempts at escape from her seem-
ingly perfectly decent high-school  
teacher husband, John. At The 
madrid, improbably, no one can 
track her down, until her daughter, 
Sarah (Phoebe Strole), accidentally 

stumbles upon her. The audience 
gets a feeble laugh from martha’s 
taking Sarah, 22, to be still 21. not 
even the excellent Frances Sternha-
gen can make anything of the self-
destructive Granny Rose. And not 
even martha’s eventual homecom-
ing produces a dramatic effect.

The family has neighbors. Dan-
ny, played by the terrific Christopher 
Evan Welch, who stalks Sarah, cap-
tures our sympathy. As his daffy wife 
Becca, Heidi Schreck fails to involve 
us even when she appears gratuitous-
ly in the ballerina costume from “The 
Black Swan” movie.

They have two sons, one mer-
cifully unseen, the other, Dylan, 
popping up at Rose’s hospital bed, 
is barely able to speak, and distin-
guished only by extreme tallness and 
knees that lock, the play’s dramatic 

high point. The reason Falco stooped 
to such claptrap may be that the au-
thor is one of the producers of her 

successful tV show, “nurse Jackie.” 
But is it fair making one woman hap-
py at the expense of all the rest of us?

All photography by and courtesy of Joan 
Marcus.
Manhattan Theatre Club, MTC Stage 
I at City Center, 131 West 55th Street, 
between 6th and 7th Avenues, New 
York, NY 10019. CityTix® 212-581-
1212.
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon 
holds a PhD from Harvard Universi-
ty in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and  Marymount Man-
hattan College.
To learn more, visit the  JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com
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Edie Falco and Phoebe Strole in a scene from The Madrid

Continued from page 14
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SHIFTING GEARS

By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON
it was dark, the 
moon was full, and 
Superstorm Sandy 

was at its raging height pushing a re-
cord 14 foot wall of water along the 
new york-new Jersey coastlines and 
up connecting rivers. The wave rolled 
through new york harbor, surged 
around the Statue of Liberty and then 
rolled up the Hudson River.

in better times the Hudson both 
empties into and is fed by the At-
lantic ocean at the foot of manhat-
tan. When the ocean tide is high the 
Atlantic flows into and up the river, 
creating a 100 mile salt water estu-
ary. At low tide, the 300-mile Hudson 
brings fresh water from upstate new 
york down to the wide Atlantic. in 
midwinter, diners on the river’s edge 
can watch the ice flow one way as they 
order appetizers and reverse course as 
they finish dessert.

That’s also why Rick nestler’s 
folk song, “The River That Flows Both 
Ways,” is the anthem of Clearwater, 
the environmental group Pete Seeger 
founded to clean up the historic 
river. (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=n5wnbDcZXuc  )

But the night Sandy rolled up 
the Hudson was not like old times. 
The wall of water surged up the riv-
er, spreading out to fill in bays and 
streams, flowing up banks, cover-
ing riverside parks, roadways and rail 
yards. At the end of Peekskill Bay the 
water began rising over a low-lying 
causeway carrying the two-lane Bear 
mountain Extension, which provided 
the shortest route to Camp Smith, an 

Army base, and then zigzagged up the 
mountainside to the Bear mountain 
Bridge, about 10 miles south of West 
Point.

normally, that section of the Ex-
tension was nearly even with the tuft-
ed tops of the wild phragmites grasses 
that hugged the shoreline. But not this 
night. The wild grass and the lowest 
portion of the roadway – a stretch of 
about 20 yards – were lost under about 

four feet of the dark rolling waters of 
the Hudson River. And it was still ris-
ing.

it seemed impenetrable. But then 
an emergency worker in a Ford F-150 
Raptor pickup truck gunned his en-
gine and barreled through the water, 
which was about even with the truck’s 
hood, using the still visible guard rails 
to gauge where the actual roadway 
was. He stopped at the entrance to the 
causeway and began putting out flares 
to block the road as water cascaded 
out of the pickup’s flooded cargo bed.

“How did you get through that?” 
i asked him.

“i don’t know, man. i just gunned 
it, crossed my fingers, prayed and went. 
i won’t try it twice. The water is still 
rising.”

The flares did not deter the driv-
ers of two, huge, military trucks, who 
were bound for Camp Smith, from 
ignoring the warnings and heading so 
slowly into the water they barely made 
a ripple. At the deepest point, as the 
water lapped their hoods, the trucks 
stalled. The utility worker called for 

police support and raced down the 
roadway. in minutes, dozens of police 
cars drove onto the causeway, the of-
ficers piling out in an effort to help the 
trapped soldiers. in the end, it took a 
lot of police and a fleet of kayaks to get 
them out.

So why did the F-150 make it 
when the Army trucks didn’t?

A series of Ford spokesmen 
blanched at the query, since the truck 
is rated at being able to ford 30 inches 
of water and the company emphatical-
ly does not recommend going through 

streams higher than the middle of its 
17-inch aluminum wheels. As it hap-
pens, the emergency worker in the 
F-150 was lucky. By gunning the truck 
and barreling through the rising water, 
he created a bow wave in front of it, 
leaving just enough room for air to get 
through the radiator. The slow mov-
ing, careful army trucks, on the other 
hand, essentially drowned.

But even if rolling through the 
storm of the century was a matter of 
dumb luck, it was an impressive night 
for the Ford F-150 Raptor, still the 
best-selling vehicle of any type in the 
nation.

“it’s been the number one selling 
vehicle for 30 to 35 years,” said Kelley 
Blue Book senior analyst Alec Gutier-
rez. “nothing else comes close. They 
produce diehard loyalists, and some-
one who buys a Ford pickup tends to 
stick with a Ford pickup for life.

“They sold about 650,000 in 2012, 
and outsold the Dodge Ram – which 
sold just shy of 300,000 – by two to 
one. The GmC Sierra was close with 
575,000 trucks sold. The F-series is a 
huge seller for small businesses or con-
struction companies, though in terms 
of towing capacity, it is comparable 
to the bigger Dodge Ram or GmC 
Sierra.”

it may have trouble keeping that 
edge. Gm is redesigning its truck 
lineup and will unveil the rejuvenated 
fleet in a few months, said Gutierrez. 
Ford, however, is planning to redesign 
the F-150 for the 2015 model year, 
which will begin to arrive at dealers in 
mid-2014 – giving Gm a year-long 
head start. Still, the allure of the F-150 
is so strong that in 2012 the truck out-
sold the entire car and truck fleets of 
Volkswagen, Volvo, mercedes-Benz, 
BmW, mazda, mitsubishi, Kia, or 
Subaru. That is quite a cushion for 
Gm to overcome. (  http://ford.
wieck.com/videos/ford-f-150-rap-
tor-svt?query=raptor   )

The F-150 Raptor is a work truck 

The Ford F-150
Still the Runaway Best Seller

Continued on page 17
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that looks good and can go anywhere 
and do just about anything one might 
want a vehicle to do. in texas – where 
20% of the nation’s pickup trucks 
are sold – it is common to see a line 
of highly polished and simonized F-
150s lined up outside the venue of 
every high school prom.  During the 
day, that same truck will carry a half 
ton of material and tow another three 
tons of cargo up, down and over any 
construction site. it comes close to be-
ing as capable as a Hummer, toyota 
FJ Cruiser, or Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 
going up, down, or across steep slopes, 
fording streams, slogging through 
mud or crawling over tree limbs and 
rocks.

under that relatively water tight 
hood is a 6.2 liter V-8 engine cranking 
out 411 horsepower and 434 pound-
feet of torque. it is mated to a six speed, 
overdrive, automatic transmission, and 
there are separate hill climb and de-
scent gears. There are four additional 
power switches in the center console 
for use with after-market items such 
as floodlights or tow winches. The 
truck’s stability control system allows 
power to be transferred from a wheel 
which is suspended in the air to an op-
posing wheel. As a result the F-150 
can continue in a relatively straight 
line regardless of what the trail does.

inside, the F-150 is more like a 
large SuV. it features two screens: an 
eight-inch color, touch screen in the 
center of the dash and a 4.2-inch in-
formation screen directly in front of 
the steering wheel next to the speed-
ometer.  This small screen shows the 
trip computer, fuel gauge, and the front 
mounted camera, which is used to let 
the driver see rocks and other off-road 
impediments. The main screen is used 

for everything else – the navigation 
system, entertainment, Bluetooth, and 
the backup camera. For amusement, 
the truck comes with a CD and DVD 
player, mP3, iPod and uSB ports, sat-
ellite radio, and Bluetooth. 

The leather steering wheel is 
adjustable –as are the pedals – and 
contains fingertip cruise and audio 
controls. The four, 15-volt power out-
lets are to be expected. But since this 
is a work truck, Ford added a 115-
volt power outlet so you can plug in a 
computer or other item needing seri-
ous power.

The test vehicle had the standard 
Supercab, with two full doors and half 
doors for the rear. But even with its 
slanted roofline, there is leg and head 
room in the rear for three adults in full-
sized, leather seats. A larger, four-door, 
crew cab is available, adding about 200 
pounds to the truck’s three-ton curb 
weight.  Either way, it’s a comfortable 
ride since the front seats are adjustable 
and can be heated or air cooled.

Gm’s trucks have been steadily 
gaining ground on Ford, and Dodge 
Ram definitely has the edgiest com-
mercials.  But for the time being, the 
F-150 is still the one to beat.

--Roger Witherspoon writes Shift-
ing Gears at www.RogerWitherspoon.
com

2013 ford F-150 SVT Raptor
MSRP: $50,760
EPA Mileage:  11 MPG City  

16 MPG Highway
Towing Capacity: 6,000 Pounds

Performance / Safety:
6.2-Liter, SoHC, iron block, 

V-8 engine producing 411 horse-
power and 434 pound-feet of 
torque; 6-speed automatic over-
drive transmission with tow mode; 
4-wheel drive; hydraulic rack and 
pinion steering; coil-on-shock, 

double wishbone, independent 
front suspension; Hotchkiss-type, 
non-independent rear suspension; 
4-wheel vented disc brakes; roll 
and stability control; 17-inch cast 
aluminum wheels; hill descent and 
off-road mode; skid plates; trailer 
tow; front seat, mounted side impact 

airbags; canopy airbags.

Interior / Comfort:
Am/Fm/Xm satellite radio;  

CD and DVD player; iPod, mP3 
and uSB ports; satellite navigation  
with 8-inch touch screen; SynC 
connectivity and voice activation; 

4.2-inch information screen; front 
and rear cameras; 4 15-volt outlets; 
one 115-volt outlet; leather, adjust-
able, heated and air-cooled front 
seats; tilt and telescoping, leather 
wrapped steering wheel with finger-
tip audio and cruise controls; 

SHIFTING GEARS

The Ford F-150
Continued from page 16

http://www.RogerWitherspoon.com
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AUDIT

Administrative shortcomings in 
the School tax Relief (StAR) pro-
gram have resulted in duplicate and 
improper exemptions going to in-
dividuals or entities not eligible to 
receive them, according to an audit 

released today by new york State 
Comptroller Thomas P. Dinapoli. 
Auditors estimate these exemptions 
cost new york State $13 million 
during the 2010-11 fiscal year and 
could top $73 million by the 2015-

16 fiscal year.
“The StAR program has suc-

ceeded in delivering million of dol-
lars in tax relief, but it is difficult 
to ferret out abuse or even errors 
because it is hard to police the pro-

gram. StAR exemptions could be 
easily gamed at a significant cost to 
the state,” said Dinapoli. “new york 
cannot afford these abuses. Some 
local assessors have taken it upon 
themselves to track down improper 

exemptions but state and local offi-
cials need to work together to ensure 
legitimate tax breaks are only pro-
vided to those homeowners entitled 
to receive them.”

DiNapoli Audit Finds Errors and Potential Abuses in STAR Program

GoVERnmEntSection
ANALYSIS

By HEZI ARIS
A population census 
is conducted nation-
wide every ten years. 
once those demo-
graphics are compiled, 

politics intrudes itself upon those 
findings, no matter what they are. 
With population mobility what it is 
in the united States, the decade long 
hiatus from one census to the next 
usually reveals population shifts. The 
final population figures may either 
witness lower, equal, or high popula-
tion densities. yonkers experienced 
a growth in population over a ten-
year time span that saw an increase 
in about 110 people through the 
city. This figure means little in any 
equation. in a population of almost 
200,000 people, 110 people, give or 
take, do not amount to making too 
much of a difference. Which does 
lead to a need for a basic conclu-
sion… must the six districts desig-
nated in the City of yonkers (Coy) 
require a redrawing of the last map? 
many people think not, Democrats, 
believing they somehow lost out in 
the last redistricting process believe 
changes are required. 
They have created a map that will 
strengthen their voting outcome by 
drawing the maps as they have. Re-
publicans believe they were excluded 
from the process of drawing up the 
new demographically redefined re-
districting map. When the first re-
drawn map [designated the D-map] 
was revealed to the Republican mi-
nority by the yonkers City Council 
Democratic majority, they collec-
tively blew a gasket, they were so un-
nerved but what they saw. They were 
looking at a plan for their collective 
demise. it scared them so, they hires 
n expert in the field to counter with 
another map, to be designated the 
R-map, that would save their streak 

of red (Republicans) in an ever-in-
creasing sea of blue (Democrats)

The Republicans saw Demo-
crats and Republican alike removed 
from the districts in which they 
resided. People were being cherry 
picked out of their districts so as 
to avoid any future challenge from 
them as opposing contenders for 
political office.

The demarcation lines have 
cause a major schism along Demo-
crat and Republican divide. While 
the parties bicker, and squabble, 
and fight over this issue, yonkersites 
want the bickering to stop. They 
have had enough. They want the 
two sides to get along. They also wit-
nessed a “fight” that night that had 
racial overtones that would labeled 
yonkers “mississippi on the Hud-
son”.

is there are “right” way for yon-
kers’ elected officials to proceed or 
will they kick the issue further up 
the political food chain, making 
points of derision of the “other” side 
while winning converts along their 
respective campaign trail, causing 
political diehards to maintain their 
support of the issues that reinvigo-
rate their reelection prospects?

yesterday night’s City Council 
Chambers were standing room only. 
many past yonkers City Council 
members, new york State Leg-
islature, and Westchester County 
Legislator representatives attended, 
as did the predominately Repub-
lican stalwarts, and other support-
ers that reminded people they were 
Democrats but in reality, they are 
only “Democrats” in name; they 
are Republican at heart and voted 
accordingly. neither Democrats 
or Republicans revealed what was 
inappropriate of the present map; 
either the present map,[P-map], the 
Republican-man [R-map]), or the 

Democratic map {D-map].
The stalemate is real. The Re-

publicans feel cornered and hurt, 
some barking their consternation 
and expression devoid of epithets, 
but definitely strewn with racial in-
nuendo. The Democrats were also 
enraged, yet not all knew what they 
were arguing about. to be fair many 
did.

But this is how it will get played 
out. Either 4 Democrats will hold 
their party membership to vote as 
a block, that is, cast four votes for 
the D-map, culminating in the D-
map inning a 4-vote majority over 
another map, or the R-map could 
be adopted with the 3 Republicans 
holding fast, but gaining much 
conjectured support from majority 
Leader Wilson terrero from the 2nd 
District, thereby winning the battle; 
an R-map, majority approval of the 
R-map. After the tongue- lashing 
heard last night, perhaps some will 
be shamed to stay with the status 
quo, that is, the P-map, in belief 
that there is no need to have the 
map changed at all, they may win 
the vote, resurrecting the P-map, 
the present map, to survive another 
decade.

The first two scenarios are plau-
sible. The P-map is not likely to 
survive, we have collectively moved 
toward the next station of this plan / 
ploy / scheme.

none of the proposals will gain 
more than a 4 to 3 majority. So one 
of the maps will be approved no 
matter which it is, the legislative 
proposal will then be send for signa-
ture by mayor mike Spano. He has 
become the final arbiter over this 
issue. He is precariously forced to 
choose among the three conjecture 
maps. once the legislation reaches 
his desk for signature, imagine him 
to be in a state of political check. 

His next move can only be that of 
approval or veto. if he approves the 
D-map, he will become known as 
the Republican who switched to the 
Democratic party and performed his 
responsibilities for the party. His sig-
nature will stop the bickering, place 
him into position as the most prom-
inent Democrat in the City, which 
he is in word now, but it carries little 
influence.

if he is given the legislation that 
approves the R-map, he will become 
the savior of the Republican Party 
among whom he is very much re-
spected and they have been more 
supportive of his work as a mayor 
of yonkers in the 14-months he has 
been in office than have the Demo-
crats. if he signs this legislation he 
will have literally saved the Republi-
cans to survive another decade to the 
consternation and likely continuing 
disgust of the ever increasing “bick-
ering” that continues to consume 
yonkers.

A veto by the mayor will de-
mand two courses of action by the 
yonkers City Council, the legisla-
tive branch of government. Either 
an over-ride of the mayor’s veto, a 
5-2 super majority will be required 
to kill his approved map, and win-
ning over the mayor, or going back 
to the drawing. The mayor may also 
approve the legislation he was given 
and it will become the state of af-
fairs. Whatever it is, the political 
environment in yonkers is salivating 
for blood. mayor mike Spano has 
become the sacrificial lamb and yet 
few see it. He will be political killed 
by his Republican supporters. They 
will be known collectively as “Bru-
tus”.

mayor mike Spano will need 
to devise a Solomon-like explana-
tion for his vote that must amelio-
rate Republican concern for survival 

into the future, and yet, doing right 
by the Democratic majority. mayor 
mike Spano will also have to weigh 
if a majority Democratic demo-
graphic map will serve him with 
support into the future or if the 
present make-up of the Democratic 
– Republican divide will serve him 
best.

This issue is huge. it shows 
yonkers to be at a crossroad. Which 
direction will mayor mike Spano 
make?

interestingly, it is the Republi-
can’s fearing political death that has 
brought a recent Republican, now 
Democrat, a consensus candidate, 
now mayor of yonkers, to decide 
their fate. Republicans are counting 
on mayor mike Spano to find them 
save haven. Can he do it? Will he do 
it? Does he want to do it?

The best scenario for mayor 
mike Spano’s survival is pres-
ently undefined. Will what is best 
for yonkers also be best for mayor 
mike Spano, or for mike Spano? 
Solomon is not in the room. mayor 
Spano and his team best devise the 
best outcome by negotiating or arm 
twisting those on the City Council. 
mayor mike Spano’s signature, de-
pendent on the permutation of the 
legislation handed him will decide 
his prospects and create a vision for 
yonkers that has yet to be revealed. 
This is huge; this is yonkers politics 
at its most brutal.

Both yonkers Democrats and 
Republican have created this tem-
pest. There will be a death in yon-
kers. it will arrive within week’s time. 
Will the Republican scheme to sur-
vive bring them life? Will mayor 
mike Spano be shooting himself in 
the foot, committing political sui-
cide by way of his signature?

There will be hell to pay.

Revised Demarcation to Redistricting Map Point to Potential Political Annihilation of Republican Party in Yonkers

Continued on page 19
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By Mayor MARY C. MARVIN
Since the first of the 
year, many very es-
tablished developers 
have shown interest in 
the Kensington Road 

property. Long off the radar screen 
due to the economic downturn, the 
2007/2008 approved housing plan 
has generated renewed interest. As a 
result, we will be issuing an RFQ or 
Request for Qualifications in early 
Spring so that all interested devel-
opers will be on equal footing and 
operating on the same timetable as 
we evaluate proposals.

The trustees and i are not so-
liciting new development ideas for 
the property, rather focusing on 
the 2007/2008 project previously 
proposed and approved by all inter-
ested parties after addressing their 
concerns over a two year period, 
including our Planning and Zon-
ing Boards, metro north, Christ 
Church, new york State Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, 
united Water, Con Edison and 
neighborhood residents.

As a recap, the approved design 
was “age targeted” and envisioned 
owner-occupied units designed for 
the empty nester, i.e., large open for-

mal dining rooms, alcove offices and 
few bedrooms. moorish in archi-
tectural design, the property would 
be fully landscaped, new sidewalks 
installed, electrical lines buried and 
a 200 plus space covered parking 
garage deeded to the Village for use 
by our residents who park in the 
open air lot, as well as some addi-
tional spaces for future needs. There 
is also a plaza or pocket park at the 
one Pondfield end to be open space 
for Village residents. The building 
would also provide 24-hour con-
cierge services and a circular drive-
way for ease of drop-off.

Every detail of the project was 
meticulously reviewed and approved 
by our land use boards right down 
to the quality of the exterior stucco.

unfortunately, just as ground 
was to be broken, the approved de-
veloper, WCi, which was heavily 
invested in the collapsing Florida 
real estate market, filed for bank-
ruptcy. Due to contract stipulations, 
the Village was able to retain the 
$250,000 deposit.

This setback was just the latest 
event on a property with a very sto-
ried history.

Prior to this “age targeted” pro-
posal, a large senior citizens housing 

structure was proposed, but failed 
due to the developer’s insolvency.

The property had been the 
home of the Lawrence Park Heat, 
Light and Power Company for de-
cades before being purchased by 

the Village in 1986 with an eye to 
developing its highest and best use, 
including parking.

WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM
WELCOMES YOU TO CELEBRATE A HUMANISTIC  

PASSOVER SEDER LED BY RABBI FRANK TAMBURELLO
SHARE READINGS, SONG, GREAT FOOD
Wednesday-March 20, 6:45 pm
Community Unitarian Church-468 Rosedale Avenue,  
White Plains

COST; $30pp non members,  
$15 pp kids 13-18, youngsters free.

Send checks payable to WCHJ,  I.Kleiman, 165 West End Ave. NYC 10023 apt 12D

RSVP before March 15. Seating limited to 40

For reservations call Rhoda Kleiman, 212-724-7840
Our-website: www.wchj.org

Reviving Age Targeted Housing Development 
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

new york’s StAR program 
provides a partial exemption from 
school taxes for most owner-oc-
cupied, primary residences. Basic 
StAR exemptions are available for 
an owner-occupied, primary resi-
dence where the income of owners 
and their spouses totals less than 
$500,000. The state’s enhanced 
StAR program provides an ad-
ditional benefit for the primary 
residences of senior citizens with 
incomes of $74,100 or less. Property 
owners are eligible for one exemp-
tion for a primary residence only. 
The program does not affect the 
overall revenue given to a school dis-
trict, because the state makes up the 
difference in state aid given to the 
school district.

in 2010-11, there were a total 
of 2,765,194 basic StAR exemp-
tions and 624,474 enhanced StAR 
exemptions statewide. new york 
State’s costs for underwriting StAR 

benefits have grown significantly, 
from $582 million in 1998-99 to 
$3.2 billion in 2010-11 and are ex-
pected to reach over $3.7 billion by 
2015-16. over 13 years, actual State 
disbursements for the StAR pro-
gram total $37.6 billion.

Dinapoli’s auditors examined 
more than 6,500 parcels receiving 
StAR exemptions in 46 municipali-
ties around the state (see Appendix 
C for the list of municipalities). Au-
ditors found nearly 20 percent of the 
StAR exemptions tested should not 
have been granted because they were 
duplicate or improper.

Auditors found that because 
new york State’s Basic StAR pro-
gram application does not require 
information that identifies real prop-
erty owners, such as Social Security 
numbers, local assessors often have 
difficulty detecting duplications. in 
addition, local assessors do not have 
access to state databases that would 
allow them to track StAR exemp-
tions outside their jurisdictions. it 

also made testing the data by audi-
tors difficult.

Auditors found the majority of 
duplicate exemptions involved indi-
viduals who received exemptions for 
property that was not their primary 
residence or was seasonal property. 
in other examples, homeowners 
may have died and a relative who 
inherited the property continued to 
receive the exemption.

Auditors found other instances 
where banks or corporations im-
properly received exemptions.

Dinapoli credited several mu-
nicipalities for taking proactive steps 
to reduce the number of exemptions 
provided to residents for multiple 
homes and other abusive practices, 
helping to lower costs for the state, 
including nassau County and the 
towns of Amherst, Brookhaven, 
Brunswick, Chili and Greenburgh. 
For example, municipalities that 
required more stringent proof of 
eligibility from StAR applicants 
and vigorously monitored recipients’ 

continuing eligibility, using local re-
sources, generally had lower excep-
tion rates than municipalities that 
did not use these best practices.

nonetheless, Dinapoli said 
there remains a need for improved 
oversight and guidance. He made a 
number of recommendations in the 
audit, including:
•	 State	policymakers	should	require	

a unique identifier to more easily 
monitor StAR exemptions;

•	 State	policymakers	should	devel-
op mechanisms that allow local 

assessors to search for duplicates 
in the real property assessment 
databases maintained by new 
york State and other states;

•	 State	 policymakers	 should	 con-
sider obtaining electronic tools 
and software to analyze real prop-
erty assessment records to iden-
tify improper exemptions;

•	 Local	 assessors	 should	 look	 to	
neighboring governments for best 
practices to implement, such as 
those identified in the audit; and

•	 The	State	Legislature	should	con-
sider strengthening enforcement 
by increasing fees and penalties 
for StAR violators.

Dinapoli noted the audit’s 
findings underscore the need for 
increased enforcement of the StAR 
program as called for by Governor 
Cuomo in his 2013-14 Executive 
Budget proposal.

Comments from the officials 
audited are included in the audit 
report.

For a copy of the audit, visit:
http://osc.state.ny.us/localgov/

audits/swr/2013/star/global.pdf

Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli

Continued from page 18

AUDIT

DiNapoli Audit Finds Errors and Potential Abuses in STAR Program

Continued on page 20

http://osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/swr/2013/star/global.pdf
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http://www.wchj.org


Page 20 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2013

However, in the past decade, 
the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation determined that 
the property had over 22,000 cubic 
yards of contaminated soil from its 
use as a power plant, necessitating a 
remediation cost of $7 to $10 mil-
lion. As a consequence, companies 
who believed they could develop the 
property profitably solely as a park-
ing facility now find it unfeasible due 
to the significant pre-construction 
costs.

The trustees and i have always 
had the goal of cleaning the property 
of its environmental ills while at the 
same time physically and visually 
improving the streetscape to perma-
nently rehabilitate what is probably 
the most unattractive parcel in the 
Village. The proposed development 
plan for Kensington Road would 
provide long needed safe and shel-
tered parking, add an estimated 

$615,000 annually in property tax 
revenue, generate one time permit 
revenues in the tens of thousands 
of dollars and increase the value of 
neighboring homes.

of equal importance, it would 
provide another home option to our 
empty nesters who often want to 
downsize but still remain in the Vil-
lage proper, as opposed to moving to 
mount Vernon or yonkers. This pre-
approved development also allows 
the Village to be the sole decision 
maker as to what is constructed on 
that parcel.

All of the prior developers did 
extensive market research and con-
cluded that empty nester housing 
was the most pressing need. We 
believe that age targeted market-
ing is the best approach and a very 
important piece of the puzzle. As a 
condition of selection, we would also 
require developers to conduct a study 
of possible school age families that 
may also be interested in a property 

so designed.
Bottom line, the Kensington 

Road property has been a Village 
issue for decades. if the developer 
interests crystallize, it could be a 
win-win for everyone. Empty nest-
ers could remain in the Village in a 
structure designed to have as mini-

mum an impact as possible on our 
school population and a project that 
has been carefully vetted by every 
constituent group would perma-
nently enhance the physical and vi-
sual character of the entire Village 
and provide amenities and upgrades 
to the neighborhood far in excess of 

what the Village budget could pro-
vide.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

BUDGET

By HEZI ARIS
YPS 
Superintendent 
Pierorazio’s 
Joint Legislative 
Budget Committee 

Testimony of January 29, 2013

yonKERS, ny -- February 24, 
2013 -- The Yonkers Tribune / West-
chester Guardian were not made 
aware of yonkers Public School 
(yPS) Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio’s January 29, 2013, tes-
timony before New York State’s 
Joint Legislative Budget Commit-
tee. Prior to mr Pierorazio’s pre-
sentation, the yPS Superintendent 
thanked those in attendance: co-
chairs Senator John A. DeFrancisco 
and Assemblymember Herman D. 
Farrell, as well as Education Chairs 
Senator John J. Flanagan and As-
semblymember Catherine nolan 
for allowing him a venue to share 
his perspective of the state of affairs 
with regard to the yonkers Public 
School District (yPSD). The local 
delegation was comprised of Senate 
minority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and Senator George Lat-
imer, as well as the delegation chair 
Assemblymember Gary Pretlow and 

Assemblymember Shelley mayer.
Pierorazio began with defining 

the basic figures, that is, the pres-
ent yPS Pre-K-12 enrollment for 
2013-2014 as 26,530 students. First 
he expressed the need for consistent 
and equitable funding for public ed-
ucation noting that it has not been 
addressed and offering no mitiga-
tion for, or beginning the promise 
of open discourse in Albany to be 
thereafter expressed to the commu-
nity at large.

His next postulation was de-
flating cerebrally and disheartening 

emotionally. He spoke to his ad-
ministration’s continuing inability 
to define how instructional efforts, 
and the subsequent data by which 
they measure the delivery of effica-
cious educational translations of the 
appropriate class subject matter to 
best translate education standards 
demanded. it seems mr Pierorazio 
is still pondering issues that con-
tinue to evade his intellectual ability 
to grasp his charge as yonkers Public 
School Superintendent.

The next logical expression of 
thought is for Pierorazio to quickly 
blame Albany for its allegedly cal-
lous disregard for the yPSD. This 
supposition was delineated with 
notice of all the deficiencies he 
recognized but still, he offered no 
remedy to even one. He continues 
to speak over the heads of those to 
whom he was offered a venue only 
show the august body that they may 
be clueless and how brilliant he can 
compose a dissertation. The human 
student element is devoid of the 
presentation i write herein. He has 
not gained respect for the yPSD’s 
plight, nor has he convinced anyone 
that a solution toward remedy exists.

Lastly he promotes the need for 
rebuilding a Public Private Partner-

ship dynamic when he has not af-
forded yonkers mayor mike Spano 
the relevant information by which 
to judge the validity of the P3 para-
digm, as mayor Spano personally as-
sured this reporter.

What right does Pierorazio 
have to promote an unproven fis-
cal concept without advising the 
public at large as to the costs? Why 
should yonkersites trust Pierorazio 
his contention when he has afford-
ed no proof to the concept? yPSD 
Chief Administrative officer Joseph 
Bracchitta has become an advocate 
/ spokesperson for the P3 concept, 
but he too, offers no numbers to 
substantiate the grand concept. For 
whom does the P3 concept work? 
For how many years will the cost 
encumber the yonkers taxpayer? 
How much will those that espouse 
the concept make as consultants to 
the firms engaged in this concept 
for the City of yonkers (Coy)? Plus, 
there are many more questions that 
have yet to be asked, much more. 
There are no legally codified protec-
tions afforded the yonkers taxpayer 
from being taken to the cleaner 
should hiccoughs exist in this yet 
to be completely revealed concept. 
The tax incremental Finance (tiF) 

scheme was nirvana when it was first 
presented. Yonkers Tribune trashed it 
within days for not serving the needs 
of Coy. Where is the proof that P3 
is a valid concept for yonkersites?

The most unnerving issue is that 
in mid February New York State 
Comptroller Thomas Dinapoli 
presented yonkers a Fiscal Profile, 
an analysis scrutinizing yonkers 
state of fiscal affairs. unfortunately, 
the figures tabulated were based 
upon figures a year old. neverthe-
less, Comptroller Dinapoli’s data 
analysis presented a baseline from 
which future Fiscal Profiles may be 
appended so as to ascertain progress 
or lack thereof.

Almost two weeks later, Yonkers 
Tribune The Westchester Guardian 
learn of Pierorazio’s presentation in 
Albany. Why does Pierorazio not 
advise yonkersites of the fiscal state 
of affairs of the yPSD? He advised 
Albany?

Read the figures and weep!
Anticipated Revenues as 

of 1/23/13 are $507,586,500, 
but the Estimated Expenses of 
$550,176,813 reveal an Estimated 
Budget Shortfall of $42,590,313. 
Editor’s Note: Yonkers Tribune / 
The Westchester Guardian stipulate 
a $100,000,000 shortfall on the city 
side. together, the Budget short-

Yonkers Faces $150 Million Budget Deficit; Don’t Tell Anyone! 

Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio

Reviving Age Targeted Housing Development 

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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Continued on page 21

mailto:mayor@vobny.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=43.0,-75.0&spn=3.0,3.0&q=43.0,-75.0%20(New%20York)&t=h
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/john-j-flanagan
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/andrea-stewart-cousins
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/andrea-stewart-cousins
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.6525944444,-73.7573138889&spn=0.1,0.1&q=42.6525944444,-73.7573138889%20(Albany%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Comptroller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Comptroller


Page 21THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2013

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

Renovated Apartments For Rent

80 West Grand Street, Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Spacious 
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350/Month
2 Bedroom Apartments $1600/Month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.   
Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets,  Stoves & Refrigerators.

 Credit Check Required: $25 Non-refundable fee
Available Immediately • No Programs Accepted
Call Management Office for more information:

914.632.1230

BUDGET

fall is approximately $150,000,000. 
Though no one in City Hall or Yon-
kers City Council has divulged its 
grand scale.

instead of finding some so-
lutions to the fiscal plight facing 
yonkers becoming central to every 
waking moment incorporated by the 
executive and legislative branches of 
government, yonkers continues to 
engage in pointless drama.

Editor’s Note: Considering 
no one is discussing the impending 
fiscal crisis, it is likely not a crisis 
and this is all B.S., including mr. 
Pierorazio’s presentation, except for 
the promotion of the Private Pub-
lic Partnership concept that will 
encumber yonkers for the next 30 
years with debt promoted by those 
in power today who will meet their 
demise while yonkersites continue 
to pay the bills those who promote 
P3 will have incurred in the name of 
all yonkersites.

Download Superintendent 
Pierorazio’s testimony - Joint Leg-
islative Budget Committee - Janu-
ary 29, 2013 - Albany, ny

HEALTH

YONKERS, NY -- yonkers mayor 
mike Spano today announced the 
yonkers Workforce investment 
Board (yWiB) has teamed up with 
FamilyWize Community Service 
Partnership to offer prescription dis-
count cards to the yonkers commu-
nity, which began on starting march 
1. The discount cards are available 
to all yonkers residents at the yon-
kers one Stop, located at 20 South 
Broadway, 12th Floor in yonkers.

“With rising costs of medical 
coverage, this new initiative pro-
vided by the yWiB and Family-
Wize will have a positive impact 
on the growing number of families 
who struggle to pay for their medi-
cal expenses each year,” said mayor 
Spano. “i applaud their efforts in 
recognizing this need and i encour-
age our residents to visit the yonkers 
one Stop and better provide for our 
families.”

The FamilyWize Prescription 
Discount Card can save customers 
up to 75% of their medicine costs, 

averaging $20 savings per prescrip-
tion. The free card is accepted at 
more than 60,000 pharmacies na-
tional wide and are available for fam-
ilies who have no health insurance or 
who are purchasing medicine that is 
not covered by their insurance.

The goal of the FamilyWize 
Community Service Partnership, 
inc. is to reduce the cost of prescrip-
tion medicine for children, families 
and individuals by $1 billion by the 
end of 2015.

more than 30,000 community 
and faith-based organizations, coun-
ty agencies, doctors, pharmacies, 
companies, and individuals across 
the country are now joined together 
in this partnership to distribute free 
FamilyWize prescription drug dis-
count cards in their communities, 
reducing the cost of medicine for 
people in 96% of counties in the 
united States. more than 1,000 
participating united Ways, Ameri-
ca’s Promise Alliance Partners, and 
individual counties in all 50 states 

have volunteered to coordinate these 
distribution efforts. For more infor-
mation on the program, visit www.
familywize.org.

The yonkers Workforce invest-
ment Board oversees the strategic 
planning and coordination of all 
workforce development programs 
funded through the Department of 
Labor’s Workforce investment Act. 

The yWiB oversees the yonkers 
Employment Center, which pro-
vides one-Stop access to job seekers 
and local employers.

SOURCE: Christina Gilmartin, 
Communications Director, office of 
the mayor.

Yonkers One Stop Offers Yonkersites Prescription Discount Cards 
through YWIB and Familywize Partnership Begun March 1st

Continued from page 20
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

LEGISLATION

By HEZI ARIS
ALBAny, ny – The 
Senate Democratic 
Conference today 
called for immedi-
ate action to raise the 

new york State minimum wage and 

index future increases to the rate of 
inflation. The conference held a press 
event in the early afternoon of Feb-
ruary 27, 2013, stating that with all 
27 Democratic Conference Senators 
on board and noted that other con-
ference Senators have also expressed 

support of legislation to raise the 
minimum wage and index it to the 
rate of inflation. There is confidence 
that such legislation, if afforded the 
opportunity to be presented before 
the Senate, would pass the Senate 
and should therefore be brought to 

the floor.
“The time has come to raise the 
state’s minimum wage and help 
break the cycle of poverty faced by 
over 1.1 million hard working new 
yorkers which blocks them from 
achieving the American Dream,” 

Democratic Conference Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins said. 
“Raising the new york’s minimum 
wage and indexing it to the rate of 
inflation is supported by the over-
whelming majority of new yorkers, 

Senate Democratic Conference Calls For Minimum Wage Increase

LEGISLATION

WASHinGton, DC – Febru-
ary 28, 2013 -- Congressman Eliot 
Engel (D-ny-16) advised he voted 
in favor of the Senate-passed, bi-
partisan, Violence Against Women 
Act (VAWA). He asserts inaction 
by the House Republican Leader-
ship caused the legislation to expire 
in the beginning of 2013. Rep. En-
gel joined 60 Republicans in reject-
ing an inferior Republican House 
alternative, choosing instead to 
passing the Senate bill, which offers 
broader protections for women. The 
Senate VAWA passed 286-138, with 

87 Republicans voting yes, and 138 
voting no.

“it’s baffling that it took the 
House this long to actually pass 
something as important as the 
VAWA. This has been repeatedly 
passed with bipartisan support many 
times since it was originally passed 
in the early 1990s. only now, with 
the radical faction of the House Re-
publican majority do we have con-
troversy over legislation designed 
to protect women from abuse,” said 
Rep. Engel, a senior member of 
the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee. “in the last Congress, 
House Republicans took so many 
votes attempting to limit women’s 
rights – including efforts to defund 
Planned Parenthood and reduce 
access to birth control – but they 
failed to take a vote to reauthorize 
VAWA. We should all agree that 
women should be protected from 
violence, and have strong recourse 
should they become victims. i hope 
the prevention of domestic violence 
and rape would be paramount to all 
lawmakers.

“Congress must be in the busi-

ness of granting rights to our citi-
zens and not limiting them. The 
Republican attempts to eliminate 
protection from the LGBt com-
munity, immigrants and native 
Americans is unnecessarily punitive. 
it is bad governing to pass legislation 
singling groups out and withhold-
ing equal rights to them for noth-
ing more than a political agenda. i 
am pleased so many Republicans 
rejected this cynical political move 
and voted with Democrats to reject 
it, although i wish more from their 
caucus would have joined us.”

Rep. Engel Voted to Pass Violence Against Women Act

Congressman Eliot Engel

Continued on page 23
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across the political spectrum. i urge 
immediate action to ensure that all 
new yorkers are provided fair wages 
for their hard work.”

The legislation, advanced by 
Senator Adriano Espaillat and sup-
ported by the Democratic Confer-
ence, would not only increase the 
minimum wage to $9.00 an hour, 
but would also index future increases 
with the rate of inflation. This legis-
lation will ensure that new yorkers 
earning the minimum wage never 
again incur de facto pay cuts due to 
stagnant wages and increased costs 
of living.

“it’s getting harder and harder 
for low-income families to pay their 
rent and provide for their children, 
and raising the minimum wage will 
help people across the state keep 
their heads above water,” said Sena-

tor Adriano Espaillat. “By not just 
raising the minimum wage, but also 
indexing it to inflation, we can assist 
struggling new yorkers and keep 
the minimum wage’s purchasing 
power from eroding over time. This 
increase won’t just help minimum 
wage earners – it will serve as power-
ful economic stimulus and boost lo-
cal businesses in our communities.”

The members of the Senate 
Democratic Conference have been 
long-time supporters and advocates 
for raising the minimum wage and 
have held forums, called for votes, 
commissioned reports and orga-
nized rallies to demonstrate that 
increasing the minimum wage is 
not only the right thing to do mor-
ally, but also economically. Providing 
minimum wage earners with greater 
compensation for their hard work 
will help stimulate local economic 
growth throughout the state and 

lead to the creation of thousands of 
jobs.

Senator Ruth Hassell-Thomp-
son said, “During these tenuous 
economic times, it is imperative that 
all working new yorkers have the 
ability to provide for their families 
and contribute to the recovery of the 
economy. my colleagues and i stand 
united in ensuring that our State’s 
minimum wage is transformed into 
an actual living wage in order to help 
all new yorkers live a better life.”

Senator George Latimer said, 
“Consumer spending is what drives 
our economy. An increased mini-
mum wage will increase consumer 
spending. That extra money will be 
spent in our communities, at our 
small businesses and will be ben-
eficial to revitalizing our local and 
regional economies.”

Senator Gustavo Rivera said, 
“$7.25 is the minimum wage al-

lowed by federal law. With our high 
cost of living, new york should not 
be at the bottom of the pay scale. 
instead, new york State should be 
leading the way in creating good, 
well-paying jobs that a family can 

actually live on. That is why my col-
leagues and i have made raising the 
minimum wage and indexing it to 
inflation our no. 1 goal during this 
budget season.”

MT. kISCO

By RICH MONETTI
The town Board of 
mt. Kisco met for 
their twice monthly 
meeting on February 
25th before a small au-

dience and proceeded quickly with a 
light agenda at the town Hall.

Village manager James Palmer 
marked the day as the first one for 
the Library’s new director Kathryn 
Feeley, announced that the 2011-

2012 financial audit is near comple-
tion and that an executive session 
will soon convene to discuss pending 
litigation and several personnel and 
real estate matters.

Then, after mayor michael 
Cindrich’s inquiry, Village manager 
Palmer updated the board on the 
status of an abandoned house on 
marion Avenue. Palmer said, “Af-
ter the death of the resident, we are 
hoping the banks can be cooperative 

in restoring the property without 
litigation.”

moving on, mayor Cindrich 
announced a car show would be 
held at Grand Prix in mt. Kisco on 
April 28th that falls in line with all 
the town’s energy initiatives. on dis-
play will be fuel efficient and elec-
tric powered vehicles, lectures from 
experts in the field, test drives for 
the public and the demonstration of 
charging stations.

Looking into the future, mayor 
Cindrich pointed to states where so-
lar power charging stations along the 
highways and in rest areas are mak-
ing electric cars more convenient 
and in helping extend the length of 
trips.

That concept tied directly into 
throwing the town’s support behind 
the mid-Hudson Regional Sustain-
ability proposed plan. in turn, fund-
ing would be available to develop 
green initiatives such as solar pow-
ered street and municipal building 
lights, efficient land development 
and conservation and the said solar 
powered charging stations. “Those 
stations should be close to the train 
stations so it’s easier for people to 
take part as green commuters in the 
21st century,” said mayor Cindrich.

With no financial burden at-
tached to signing on to the proposed 

concept for the town, the motion 
passed unanimously.

That gave way to a proposed 
study to analyze the development 
of the Hillside Pump Station and 
Water tower. Currently, the water 
runs down from Byram Lake to the 
pump station and then up to the 
tower. With a previous break cost-
ing upwards of $20,000 to repair 
and various back flow problems in 
the past, the mayor asserted that a 
complete rebuild at $380,000 would 
eventually be needed.

mayor Cindrich thereafter 
called attention to efforts to restor-
ing aging monuments in the cem-
etery. Praising the Flynn Funeral 
Home for pledging to restore de-
caying plots, Cindrich encouraged 
community members to take a walk 
through the cemetery in hopes that 

they’d be inspired to get involved.
Finally, mayor Cindrich di-

vulged that he attended several FBi 
presentations on school violence and 
prevention. Citing the usual suspects 
of video game and popular culture 
violence and bullying, mayor Cin-
drich highlighted the importance of 
identifying problems early and keep-
ing the lines of communication open 
between students, parents, teachers 
and law enforcement. “Without in-
tervention is how we get into these 
problems,” he emphasized.

There was no public comment 
with regard to the issues discussed 
during the evening.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance 
writer since 2003 and lives in West-
chester.

Town Board of Mt. kisco Town Meeting

Town Board of Mt. Kisco meeting of February 25, 2013. (L-R): Trustee 
Jean Farber, Mount Kisco Deputy Mayor George Griffin, Mayor Michael 

Cindrich, Trustee Anthony Markus, Trustee Karen Schleimer.

LEGISLATION

Senate Democratic Conference Calls For Minimum Wage Increase
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 
(10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
Glenn Weissman: 347-353-6128
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oP EDSection
OP-ED

By BOB K. BOGEN
now that finally, af-
ter weeks of grotesque 
obfuscation by the tea 
Party driven Republi-
cans, we finally have a 

new Secretary of Defense to help our 
nation contend with weekly demands 
to deal with urgent international vio-
lence issues, and so perhaps we can 
get back to our domestic defense 
concerns.

now perhaps, Vice President 
Biden can concentrate on his presi-
dential assignment to help us deal 
with defending our children and 
ourselves from gun accidents, threats, 

murders, as well as massacres by the 
unbalanced.

i have earlier described in some 
detail my familiarity with guns as a 
military officer, target shooter, and 
hunter with a variety of weapons. 
But our current experience with mass 
shootings and other unfortunate use 
of guns now requires further com-
ment that i have not seen elsewhere.

All the talk of restricting the sale 
of certain guns, large cartridge maga-
zines, and expanding background 
checks is to some real extent a ‘little’ 
late in this ‘game.’ We are told that 
over 3 million military-assault-type 
weapons are already sold; already in 

the hands of folks around the nation, 
and even more are being sold like 
hotcakes legally and illegally in so-
called Gun Shows, on the internet, 
and elsewhere, before any new laws 
will be in effect.

it would seem there is more to 
this huge American problem, far 
beyond the experience of other in-
dustrial nations, then all the usual 
simple explanations of hunting and 
self-defense. There seems much not 
explained, beyond the vague and in-
terminable references to the Consti-
tutional Second Amendment right 
to guns.

Perhaps it might be useful and 

help us in our effort to deal with this 
serious, life or death issue to consider 
one or two additional explanations. 
The first is a small if interesting pos-
sible explanation. As a youngster i 
spent some time in the popular hob-
by of stamp collecting with the fasci-
nation and pride of owning unusually 
attractive and interesting sets, even 
some obscure examples. is it possible 
that such human interest, an emo-
tional drive to collect, is part of the 
inclination to acquire guns beyond 
any likely use?

i do recall that my father, a well 
known lawyer, over the period of 
some years, acquired well over a doz-
en guns of various types, but did more 
fishing than hunting, only occasional 
target shooting, some interest in re-
loading larger caliber cartridge used 

cases, and seldom was in any situa-
tion or neighborhood where personal 
security was an issue. it was clearly, 
as for quite a few owning more than 
a couple firearms, a hobby of some 
substantial personal fascination. it 
seems likely that many gun owners 
have some degree of this addiction or 
inclination to acquire such complex, 
powerful, and emotionally intriguing 
tools.

A second, more serious expla-
nation, that is seldom expressed, can 
easily be attributed to the so-called 
militia movement that grew in vari-
ous parts of the nation in the 1990s.

These were often small groups 
that were motivated to acquire and 
stockpile various firearms, presum-

Guns for Hobbyists and Revolutionists

POLITICS— CAMPAIGN TRAIL

By BOB MARRONE
okay, i admit it, i was 
getting bored and dis-
interested in reporting 
on political combat. 
After two obama 
battles, the tea Party, 

occupy Wall Street, endless Repub-
lican primaries, the Affordable Care 
Act, fiscal brinksmanship and the 
long overdue emasculation of FoX 
news, i was done.

it was almost scary. instead of 
Rush or Ed Schultz on the car radio 
heading home, it was mike Fran-
cesa, Carmelo and tebow. At night, 
instead of FoX, Cnn and Charlie 
Rose, it was Family Guy, movies 
and hockey. Ah yes, hockey. Except 
for two or three Stanley Cup games, 
viewed more to spend time with my 
grandson, i had not watched a full 
hockey game in the six years i did 
the morning radio show.

i have been, as it were, in repose.
The oldest of habits die hard, 

however, so i have continued to read 
several newspapers and websites 
each day; and i remained faithful to 
the weekly and monthly news and 

political magazines. But, except for 
local Westchester stuff, it was like 
reading the obituaries. i experienced 
detachment, aversion and diversion. 
more news about Benghazi! Don’t 
they know the election is over? may-
be the president iS hiding some-
thing. oh well, i wonder what the 
Rangers did last night. Sequestered? 
must be a big trial, i thought. Gee, 
i hope “Argo” wins the best picture 
oscar? i was cured, or so i thought.

Leave it to local politics to get 
me juiced again. my adopted new 
Rochelle seems politically unstable 
since mayor noam Bramson, who 
we will get back to later, declared 
his intention to run for the office 
of Westchester County Executive. 
Things that once appeared settled 
and long standing now appear to be 
fractured and uncertain. The recent 
city council vote knocking back an 
effort by the police commissioner to 
change an employee’s status through 
a job reclassification, an initiative 
backed by the mayor and city man-
ager, was soundly defeated. The de-
tails of exactly what was proposed 
are less important than the fact that 
the names on the back of the city 

council members had to be double-
checked after the vote.

As we noted last week, mount 
Vernon mayor Ernie Davis is up to 
his bowtie in investigations. As the 
cards, letters and canceled checks 
come in, we all may be looking for 
familiar names on the dotted lines. 
meanwhile, investigators will be fol-
lowing the money.

And there is always yonkers. i 
want to publicly thank yonkers for 
providing me so much news on oth-
erwise slow news days. now i must 
say that some folks… who must stay 
anonymous for now… gave me a 
hard time for humorously pointing 
this out on the air. one of the few 
things not to love about community 
radio is the notion that you should 
not torque anyone off, or at least, do 
so rarely. We want to be a part of 
building the community. i buy into 
that up to a point. But sometimes to 
make an omelet you have to break 
a few eggs. Anyway, nick Spano 
is out of jail after seven months. 
Sometimes i wonder why these local 
hacks even fight it. Their trials take 
less time than just cutting the deal 
and doing the time. Besides, in the 
former senator’s case, many believe 
his reputation was not that badly 
damaged beyond what it was. Stay 

tuned to this station. Sandy Annabi’s 
effort to stall her turning herself over 
to law authorities has been making 
the news. Zehy Jereis has every in-
tention to submit himself to author-
ities on march 4, 2013.

And now we have what is turn-
ing out to be my very own emergen-
cy CPR zapper paddles. Allow me 
please, “CLEAR.” “ZAP.”

mayor noam Bramson’s de-
meanor is under assault by new 
Rochelle’s instability, mayor Ernie 
“bowtie-gate” Davis investigation 
by the Feds in mount Vernon and, 
well, the seemingly usual nonsense 
in yonkers, served as preliminary 
chest compressions and mouth to 
mouth… God, i hope it was Kate 
upton... that restarted, ever so 
slowly, the blood to return to my po-
litical brain. But it was the headline 
story in this very newspaper that put 
the lead back in my pencil. Viagra 
should work so well.

upstart self-described “real” 
conservative, Kurt Colucci, from 
new Rochelle no less, is tea Par-
tying the “sell out” incumbent, Rob 
Astorino, in the Republican primary. 
The vitriol is extra strength, with 
rhetoric, including what we Catho-
lics were taught is the sin of detrac-
tion, (slander =lie to hurt reputation/

detraction=truth to hurt reputation-
still a sin), targeted at Astorino’s 
father’s past. meanwhile, Colucci’s 
father has come out calling Astorino 
a nazi. yes, indeed, the first jolt got 
my heart started and caught my at-
tention, and was followed by the re-
minder of what the Democrats are 
planning for their primary.

The aforementioned mayor 
Bramson of new Rochelle has an-
nounced his intentions and already 
has a war chest. He is cerebral, am-
bitious and kind. Even so, it is fair 
to say that his kindness often masks 
a fox who can handle the rough go-
ing. He will be up against the popu-
lar, if overly unctuous, Ken Jenkins, 
present Chairman of the West-
chester County Board of Legisla-
tors. Jenkins is smart and savvy, but 
could talk himself out of the race. 
And then there is former County 
Chairman Bill Ryan is no longer a 
contender, having been told to step 
aside. At issue now, is when will be 
publicly advised? Hmm!

Westchester politics, the elixir 
for long life; source of the true 
“Fountain of youth”, and longevity. 
now you know.
Bob Marrone is a freelance writer for 
The Westchester Guardian and a radio 
talk show host.

My Personal CPR

PoLitiCSSection

Continued on page 25
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

ably to defend themselves against various branches 
of government. David Koresh and his Branch Da-
vidians, who died in the Waco, texas, shootout and 
fire in 1993 and the oklahoma City bombing in 
1995 by timothy mcVeigh on the second anni-
versary of the Waco fire are usually associated with 
these destructive attitudes. The shootout with Ran-
dy Weaver at Ruby Ridge in 1992 is the other best 
known example of gun wielding militia style events.

more advocates are now heard to speak to gun 
rights, specifically with regard to their guns as weap-
ons against the u.S. government, therefore acting 
as revolutionaries. if this is their concern, perhaps 
they should also expect their weapons rights to in-
clude hand thrown grenades as well as the use of 
their assault style rifles that are sometimes fitted 
with grenade launching attachments, perhaps ba-
zookas, even stinger rocket missiles to destroy local 
or national government helicopters or planes. What 
about armed and armored vehicles? Even tanks. if 
they are to effectively attack the federal government, 
they might claim, as iran seems to insist, a right to 
nuclear missiles, not to mention a claim to obtain 
chemical and biological weapons.

if this seems ‘reducing to absurdity’ their weap-
ons claim to attack a ‘tyrannical’ national govern-
ment, exactly where is the line to be drawn? if 

defense against one or even two or three 
attackers, a shotgun aimed at the head 

would be effective even against almost any attacker, 
even one with body armor. A hunter would seldom 
a need, or have an opportunity, to fire more than 
two or three shots at a deer or almost any other prey. 
Certainly target shooting would not require car-
tridge magazines for more than three, ten, thirty or 
ninety cartridges.

in any case, we know from psychologists that 
the human brain has a primary instinct for self-pres-
ervation that an English colleague of my psychia-
trist mother, Dr. Spencer Patterson, called “The Kill 
Drive”, to be balanced by our drive to love. Balance 
and control is common, but for some, any possible 
source, animal or person, is a potential survival threat 
and therefore to be eliminated. Again, all the reason-
able demands for controls over sales of firearms are 
well meaning, and along the suggestions for mental 
health improvements may well be desirable, but too 
late to prevent shooting massacres and other gun 
deaths with millions of weapons already sold. Sure, 
close the barn door. But the horse is already out of 
the barn.

Some gun ownership is probably not a great 
threat to our health. Perhaps in the interest of the 
Second Amendment, folks might well have a right 
to the sort of arms that were available during the era 
when the Constitution was written. Hobbyists and 
battle reincreationists might want a musket or flint-
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Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 
Wilca: 914.632.1230

 
 

Prime Retail - Westchester 
County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 
1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 

450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
69 HUDSON WATCH, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/15/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 69 Hudson Watch Drive 
Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Sand Box 
Tree, LLC. Article of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/04/13. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, 1 Sadore Ln 6P, Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ME HAMPTON ASSOCIATES, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/25/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 46 Hampton Place 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

Notice of Formation of Wibblerz, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/18/12. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 56 Sagamore #4D, 
Bronxville, NY, 10708 Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

MEYZEN FAMILY REALTY ASSOCIATES, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/18/02. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 46 
Bedford-Banksville Road Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BASATNE INTERNATIONAL LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/2/11. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to C/O Business Filings Incorpo-
rated 187 Wolf RD, STE 101 Albany, NY 
12205. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Regis-
tered Agent: Business Filings Incorporat-
ed 187 Wolf RD STE 101 Albany, NY 12205.

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF OBJECT OF ACTION SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER ACTION TO FORECLOSE A TAX LIEN INDEX NO. 
64619/12 T11 FUNDING, Plaintiff, vs. VICKY PELAEZ, AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION 
BANK, JOHN DOE (Said name being fictitious, it being the intention of Plaintiff to designate any 
and all occupants of premises being foreclosed herein, and any parties, corporations or entities, 
if any, having or claiming an interest or lien upon the premises.), Defendant(s). MORTGAGED 
PREMISES: 17 CLIFTON AVENUE, Yonkers, NY 10705 SBL No. 1.-20-16.17 TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT: You are hereby summoned to answer the Complaint in this action, and 
to serve a copy of your answer, or if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance, on the Plaintiff(s) attorney(s) within twenty days after the service of this 
Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after the service is complete if this 
Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York). In case of your failure 
to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint. The Attorney for Plaintiff has an office for business in the County of Erie. Trial to be 
held in the County of Westchester.  The basis of the venue designated above is the location of 
the Assessed Premises. Dated this 30th day of January, 2013, Gross, Polowy & Orlans, LLC, 
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff(s), 25 Northpointe Parkway, Suite 25, Amherst, NY 14228 TO: VICKY 
PELAEZ, Defendant(s) In this Action. The foregoing Summons is served upon you by publication, 
pursuant to an order of HON. WILLIAM J. GIACOMO, JSC of the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, dated the 23rd day of January, 2013 and filed with the Complaint in the Office of the 
Westchester County Clerk, in the City of White Plains. The object of this action is to foreclose 
certain valid, unpaid and subsisting Yonkers City and Westchester County Tax liens sold pursuant 
to a Tax Lien Certificate dated May 11th, 2011, and sold by the City of Yonkers, which Certificate 
was recorded in the Westchester County Clerk’s Office. The property in question is described 
as follows: 17 CLIFTON AVENUE, YONKERS, NY 10705 SEE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION 
ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon 
erected, situate lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County of Westchester, State of New 
York, known as No. 17 Clifton Avenue and designated on a certain map entitled, “Map show 
sub-division of property belonging to Harry C. Horton and Mary H. Lewis situated at Van Cortlandt 
Terrace, City of Yonkers, N.Y.” made by M. Lorini, C.E., dated May 20th, 1925 and filed in the 
Office of the Register of Westchester County on August 31st, 1925 as Map No. 2880, as and 
by the lot numbers 16 and 17 in Block 20, and being more particularly bounded and described 
as follows: BEGINNING at a point on the westerly side of Clifton Avenue at the north-easterly 
corner of Lot No. 18 on the map above described; RUNNING THENCE south 59 degrees, 12 
minutes, 30 seconds west one hundred one and thirteen one- hundredths (101.13) feet to a 
track in stake; THENCE north 30 degrees, 47 minutes, 30 seconds west fifty (50) feet; THENCE 
north 59 degrees, 12 minutes, 30 seconds east one hundred eight and twenty one-hundredths 
(108.20) feet to the westerly side of Clifton Avenue; THENCE along the westerly side of Clifton 
Avenue, fifty and fifty-seven one-hundredths (50.57) feet to the point or place of BEGINNING. 
HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLOSURE NEW YORK STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT 
WE SEND YOU THIS NOTICE ABOUT THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS. PLEASE READ IT 
CAREFULLY. SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME. 
IF YOU FAIL TO RESPOND TO THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THIS FORECLOSURE 
ACTION, YOU MAY LOSE YOUR HOME. PLEASE READ THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 
CAREFULLY. YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT AN ATTORNEY OR YOUR LOCAL 
LEGAL AID OFFICE TO OBTAIN ADVICE ON HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF. SOURCES OF 
INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE The state encourages you to become informed about your 
options in foreclosure. In addition to seeking assistance from an attorney or legal aid office, there 
are government agencies and non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about 
possible options, including trying to work with your lender during this process. To locate an entity 
near you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New York State Banking Department 
at 1-877-BANK-NYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the department’s website at WWW.BANKING.
STATE.NY.US. FORECLOSURE RESCUE SCAMS Be careful of people who approach you with 
offers to “save” your home. There are individuals who watch for notices of foreclosure actions in 
order to unfairly profit from a homeowner’s distress. You should be extremely careful about any 
such promises and any suggestions that you pay them a fee or sign over your deed. State law 
requires anyone offering such services for profit to enter into a contract which fully describes the 
services they will perform and fees they will charge, and which prohibits them from taking any 
money from you until they have completed all such promised services. § 1303 NOTICE NOTICE 
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you do not respond to this summons and 
complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed 
this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can lose your home. Speak to an attorney or go to the court where 
your case is pending for further information on how to answer the summons and protect your 
property. Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU 
MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT. DATED: 
January 30, 2013 Gross Polowy Orlans, LLC Attorney(s) for Plaintiff(s) 25 Northpointe Parkway, 
Suite 25 Amherst, NY 14228. The law firm of Gross Polowy Orlans, LLC and the attorneys whom 
it employs are debt collectors who are attempting to collect a debt. Any information obtained by 
them will be used for that purpose. 294265

JE HAMPTON ASSOCIATES, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/25/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 46 Hampton 
Place Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

CLASSIFIED ADS

By BOB WEIR
How much does the 
average American 
know about the con-
ditions that exist in 
our prisons? Simi-

lar to the ‘outside’ world, there are 
gangs, religions, male and female 
type relationships, and business 
deals. A complex society in which 
there are rules and procedures, over 

and above those imposed by the 
warden and the guards, which must 
be followed if one is to survive un-
til the end of the sentence. We all 
know about rape and other violent 
acts being perpetrated against in-
mates who don’t have the power 
to fight off the organized groups, 
which are in control of their piece 
of turf.

Because of political interfer-

ence from liberals on the outside, 
those who are paid to keep order on 
the inside are caught up in a daily 
struggle for their own survival. 
The bleeding heart elitists, who are 
overcome with guilt because people 
have been incarcerated for their 
crimes, do all that they can to make 
prison life comfortable for the little 
darlings who have been misun-

Prison Predators and their Liberal Accomplices
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lock pistol. Even with a ‘right to carry 
a concealed weapon’ permit, wearing 
such a gun might be proof of manli-
ness, if not womanliness.

it is even hard to imagine in our 
violent society that some day any 
other military style weapon or related 
large cartridge magazine would be il-
legal to possess and might result in a 
felony arrest.

A friend has also suggested that 
a requirement for insurance might 
go beyond mere liability coverage 
paid by the owner to cover accidents 
or any other dangerous use by such 
a firearm, insurance that is already 
suggested around the nation. He sug-
gests an actuarial accounting for the 
cost of any mass shooting or other 
major misuse by any gun owner in 
the nation to be covered by insurance 
premiums paid by owners of any rel-

evant weapon or cartridge purchased. 
Perhaps the insurance company, as 
for some new car insurance policies, 
would repay such insured owners 
some portion of their annual premi-
um for any year in which no deaths 
occurred. in either case such pre-
miums might be substantial, and as 
some suggest, might be a ‘serious bur-
den’ to limit gun purchases or own-
ership and therefore ‘discriminate’ 
against citizens of limited means !

in any event it is devoutly to be 
wished, as a concert violinist client 
of mine, and Hamlet, used to say, 
that some of these various elements 
of firearms safety might succeed, 
parallel to controls on motor vehicle 
use, registration and annual renewal, 
safety, and insurance.

The essential point is that each 
element: background checks, mental 
health programs, magazine size lim-

its, frequency of purchase to restrain 
gun runners, registration, insurance 
and annual renewal, as well as pos-
session of military-style weapons 
only useful to hobbyists and revolu-
tionaries, and any required insurance 
should to be voted separately if any 
are to be adopted, as recent elections 
and various polls indicate widespread 
support for some of such controls 
even among gun owners.
Bob K. Bogen produced an annual 
Citizens’ Federal Budget Workbook; 
served as comprehensive long-range 
facilities planning director for the New 
York Metropolitan Regional Planning 
Commission; as a major United Na-
tions official in Pakistan; and Principal 
Representative of Architects/ Design-
ers/ Planners for Social Responsibility 
to the United Nations. Comments by 
named readers can be sent to his office 
at: BobKBogen@hotmail.com
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derstood their entire lives. These 
penology dilettantes fret about the 
poor unfortunates as they lift their 
champagne flutes to their lips, pin-
kies aloft. All they know is what 
they’ve read, and all they’ve read 
is hand-wringing pap from their 
leftwing colleagues. While all this 
concern is being given to those who 
have broken the law, none is offered 
to those who must keep vigil over 
the convicts, many of whom would 
cut a guard’s throat for another 
helping of barbecued beans.

Several years ago, Los Angeles 
County jail officials began giving 
condoms to inmates. The thinking 
was; they’re going to have sex with 
each other anyway, so we must pro-
tect them against HiV. of course, 
California law, like the laws in other 
states, prohibits inmates from en-
gaging in sex while in custody. Such 
behavior will be prosecuted and 
guilty parties will have time added 

to their sentences. trust me; i’m 
not making this stuff up. Law en-
forcers gave condoms to prisoners 
while telling them they will suffer 
additional penalties if caught using 
them for sex. i’ll refrain from mak-
ing jokes about the other possible 
uses for them. While this paradox 
is in progress, we hear from the 
national Abstinence Clearing-
house that there are numerous 
studies proving that condoms do 
not protect against certain sexually 
transmitted diseases. Hence, if any 
of these prisoners become infected, 
they will have a legal right to sue 
the county for subjecting them to 
a de facto ‘safe sex’ situation that 
wasn’t safe. Have we all gone nuts? 
isn’t a prison supposed to be a place 
where people get punished?

The trouble with people who 
‘think outside the box’ is that they 
don’t have a clue about the think-
ing inside the box. trying to empa-
thize with a recidivist convict may 
make some people feel noble, but 

it shouldn’t be enough to influence 
commonsense policy. First of all, 
those who have never spent time in 
an 8 by 12 cell can’t possible relate 
to one who has. in addition, you 
can’t feel the same set of emotions 
felt by one who has committed 
murder, unless you have violently 
taken a life yourself. Those people 
whose job it is to keep watch over 
some of the most vicious members 
of our species have a whole lot more 
understanding of what they’re up 
against than some guy or gal who, 
from time to time, entertains a 
comfortable feel-good whim.

it always amazes me when i 
hear people talk about doing what-
ever is necessary to make society’s 
transgressors as cozy as possible. 
yet i don’t see them offering their 
homes as a place to accomplish their 
goal. i’m not implying that a con-
vict is unworthy of human rights; 
i’m simply saying he should not be 
coddled as if he had just won a good 
citizenship award. Furthermore, we 

should leave the punishment and 
rehabilitation of criminals to those 
who have had the proper training, 
and keep the know-nothing do-
gooders on a long leash.

Speaking of coddling convicts, 
one of the strangest rules i’ve ever 
heard in connection with penology 
is the practice of giving time off for 
good behavior. isn’t good behavior 
something that should go without 
saying when someone is in prison? i 
believe there should be time added 
on for bad behavior, but good be-
havior should be expected. Some-
one facing a five-year stretch, for 
example, should know going in that 
if he/she acts up during that period, 
it will cost more time in addition to 
any other punishment.

Then, there are the prison 
gangs with their rituals, tattoos, and 
other nonsense that merely serves 
to make the job tougher for the 
sentinels, who must tolerate ever-
growing threats to their authority. 
The reason there is so much vio-
lence, drugs, rape, and gang warfare 
in prison is because the people who 
stand guard over those who threat-

en the order of society have been 
discouraged from taking a strict 
approach to their assignment. Like 
many other areas of American life, 
we have lost the ability to control 
the prison population. As a result, 
we will continue to produce more 
hardened ex-cons with less respect 
for authority and a greater propen-
sity toward violence. God help the 
unsuspecting sheep who are unfor-
tunate enough to come across the 
path of one of these wolves. nobil-
ity doesn’t carry much weight with 
a hungry predator.
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), 
ten of which were performed in plain-
clothes undercover assignments. Bob 
began a writing career about 12 years 
ago and had his first book published in 
1999. Bob went on to write and pub-
lish a total of seven novels, “Murder in 
Black and White,” “City to Die For,” 
“Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” 
“Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of 
Life and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” 
He also became a syndicated columnist 
under the title “Weir Only Human.”
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