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On the Level with Narog and Aris
New rochelle, NY -- richard Narog and hezi aris will host a few 

interesting guests this Tuesday, March 22th, from 10 - 11 a.m., on WVOX-
1460 aM on your radio dial and worldwide on www.WVOX.com. are 
guests will include Yonkers Philharmonic Orchestra James sadewhite at 
the opening of the show followed by Yonkers Police Benevolent association President detective 
Keith Olson for the balance of the hour.

Bronxville Mayor Mary c. Marvin and Bronxville Village Manager harold Porr III will be 
our guests later this month.

Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to WhYTeditor@gmail.com for possible 
use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the course of an interview.

For those who want more radio, consider listening to hezi aris every Wednesday mornings 
at 7:37 a.m. when he and Bob Marrone discuss issues on the Good Morning Westchester radio 
program hosted by Bob Marrone.

Featuresection

For the most part, david 
Lochbaum’s analyses of the 

escalating problems at the Fukushima daiichi 
complex in Japan are in the dry, relatively 
understated tone of an engineer who has spent 
nearly 40 years working on nuclear safety 
issues.

But once in awhile, discussing the inter-
locking meltdowns in the Mark 1 reactors 
and their companion spent fuel pools, his 
Tennessee cadence speeds up and carries a 
tone with a trace of anger. 

“I don’t feel bad,” he said. “I did all I could 
to avoid this. The folks at the Nrc are the 
ones who should be feeling bad. The reason 
I’m at the union of concerned scientists 
today is because of a spent fuel pool fire.”

The year was 1992 and Lochbaum, 
working for enercon, the nuclear engineering 
consulting firm, had established a reputa-
tion as the go-to guy to bring systems into 
compliance with regulatory requirements and 
industry standards. he was part of a team 
evaluating the capabilities of the twin reac-
tors at the susquehanna river Nuclear Power 
station in Pennsylvania, which was seeking 
permission from the Nuclear regulatory 
commission to increase their power and oper-
ating temperatures.

“susquehanna is very similar to the plants 
in Japan,” recalled Lochbaum. “But it is much 

bigger. My partner, don Prevatte, was looking 
at safety systems and meltdown scenarios in 
the reactor and I was looking at them in the 
spent fuel pool system. What we found was 
that there was a problem with the spent fuel 
located inside the containment building.

“If there was a reactor accident, the 
environment produced by the reactor auto-
matically triggers a spent fuel pool accident. 
and, conversely, if there is a spent fuel pool 
accident, it automatically triggers a reactor 
accident. and since they are both in that 
confined space, the radioactive environment 
created by one interferes with you being able 
to get to the other.”

In a sense, it should have been obvious. 
having two complex systems next to each 
other in a single containment building tied 
their fates together. The design for the pres-
surized water reactors, on the other hand, 
utilized separate, adjacent buildings for the 
reactor and the spent fuel pools.

“In theory,” said Lochbaum,” if you had a 
reactor accident, the containment would hold 
and everything would be nice. But when you 
combine the two systems, everything failed.”

PPL, which owned the plants, declined to 
invest in a costly fix, so the two engineers put 
together an inch thick analysis dropped it off 
at a local copying center and had it mailed to 
the Nrc. It was dismissed within two week.

The Conflict of Nuclear Safety
By Roger Witherspoon
Protect the Public or Protect the Money

 RADIO

www.westchesterguardian.com
www.wattersonstudios.com
www.WVOX.com


Page 3The WesTchesTer GuardIaN ThursdaY, March 24, 2011

 ENERGY MATTERS

They didn’t know about the copy 
error until the following year, when the 
chief engineer from the nuclear plant at 
seabrook, Nh called. “he said he got a 
copy of the report from the Nrc and 
wondered if we had a complete version 
since they only had every other page,” 
recalled Lochbaum, his drawl getting 
noticeably clipped. “It alarmed him 
enough that they wanted the whole 
report and wanted to make changes at 
their plant.

“That’s how we learned that the copy 
folks had made a mistake and didn’t copy 
both sides of the paper. It didn’t matter; 
the Nrc dismissed it without even 
noticing or caring that every other page 
was missing.”

The two engineers published their 
findings about the dangers in the Ge’s 
Mark 1 reactor design and published it 
in a book titled “Nuclear Waste disposal 
crisis.” PPL reacted to the resulting 
publicity by linking the spent fuel pools 
of the two reactor units and so they could 
be controlled from either unit.

“susquehanna had an advantage in 
that there were two plants there,” said 
Lochbaum. “In single unit, Mark 1, 
BWr plants like Vermont Yankee, you 
have the spent fuel on top of the reactor 
and you don’t have that luxury – if you 
have a problem with either the reactor or 
the spent fuel pool, you’ll have a problem 
with both.”

The Nrc’s response both angered 
and surprised Lochbaum. But in retro-
spect, it shouldn’t have. There were 
precedents for finding serious flaws in 
the Ge Mark 1. and precedents for 
having the Nrc ignore them.

On sept. 20, 1972, s. h. hanauer, 
a senior engineer at the atomic energy 
commission, the forerunner of the Nrc, 
wrote a memo (http://bit.ly/e5WjyK) to 
director Joseph h. hendrie that an anal-
ysis of 10 years’ experience with the Mark 
1 reactors showed there were serious 
flaws in the design. The smaller contain-
ment building, housing both the reactor 
and spent fuel pool, cost less than two 
building system employed by pressurized 
water reactors. But assumptions about 
the effectives of its system to control a 
buildup of pressure following an accident 
were flawed and unlikely to work.

“recently,” hanauer wrote, “we have 
reevaluated the 10-year-old Ge test 

results, and decided on a more conserva-
tive interpretation than has been used all 
these years by Ge (and accepted by us). 
We now believe that the former interpre-
tation was incorrect, using data from tests 
not applicable to accident conditions.”

Five days later, hendrie sent back a 
two-paragraph reply which said, in part, 
“the acceptance of pressure suppression 
containment concepts by all elements of 
the nuclear field … is firmly imbedded 
in the conventional wisdom. reversal of 
this hallowed policy, particularly at this 
time, could well be the end of nuclear 
power. It would throw into question the 
continued operation of licensed plants, 
would make unlicensable the Ge and 
Westinghouse ice condenser plants now 
in review, and would generally create 
more turmoil than I can stand thinking 
about.” (http://bit.ly/gTBYuq ).

That rejection was crucial. In essence, 
their pressure containment system was 
designed to work in a single failure situ-
ation. chillers creating ice would force 
escaping gas to condense back into a 
liquid, thus relieving pressure and heat 
in the confined space of the containment 
building. 

The flaw is that there was so little 
room in the dual function containment 
building that escaping steam would 
increase pressure in both areas, though 
the system was designed to chill only one 
at a time. It was the nuclear equivalent of 
the French Maginot Line 

(http://www.maginot-line.com/), 
with defenses locked to fight in only one 
direction, and helpless against attacks 
from the flanks. What hanauer foresaw 
when writing his memo on the last day 
of the summer of 1972 would play out 
at the end of winter, 2011 in northern 
Japan. 

and, in Lochbaum’s view, it did not 
have to end this way.

“I feel bad about the situation,” he 
said yesterday, “but not guilty. had the 
Nrc done more to correct the flaws in 
the design of the BWrs things would be 
better. This wouldn’t be happening.

“But I did more than my share to try 
and get that thing corrected. They are 
the ones who should feel guilty now. Not 
me.”

Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters 
at www.RogerWitherspoon.com.

(http://www.maginot-line.com/), 
www.RogerWitherspoon.com.
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as the Japanese 
struggle to prevent a 
widening disaster in its 
nuclear fleet from adding 

to the natural disaster facing that country, 
america’s nuclear proponents are strug-
gling to show that such a calamity could 
not happen here.

One Gannett newspaper trumpeted 
that the local, Indian Point nuclear power 
plant was designed to withstand earth-
quakes and would not suffer the same 
fate as the Fukushima daiichi plants. The 
implication was that it could withstand an 
earthquake similar to the one which struck 
Japan – though the biggest quakes in the 
Northeast barely hit 4.0 on the richter 
scale and most are of negligible impact.

But for journalists dealing with the 
subject, it is important to keep two facts in 
mind:
•  america’s nuclear plants were designed 

to withstand known or anticipated 
natural disasters. But those plans were 

made using the technology of the 1950s 
and early 60s, when they were designed. 
The science of earthquakes, the advances 
in engineering, and the analysis of soil 
mechanics necessary to make modern, 
earthquake-proof skyscrapers did not 
exist back in the era of eisenhower, 
bobby socks and the atoms for Peace 
program. They do not, therefore, meet 
modern earthquake standards.

•  The Nuclear regulatory commission 
does not require a modern analysis of 
the ability of its 104 power plants to 
withstand earthquakes. One of the many 
unsuccessful challenges to the relicensing 
of the salem and hope creek nuclear 
power plants on artificial Island in New 
Jersey contended that a new, earthquake 
analysis should be conducted before the 
plants were granted 20 to 40-year license 
extensions. The Nrc, however, ruled 
that the issue was settled with the original 
license and did not need to be revisited.

That is not to state that modern 

nuclear power plants are vulnerable to 
the type of unfolding tragedy taking place 
across the Pacific. several years ago, at least 
one electrical conduit at the Indian Point 
nuclear plant 30 miles north of Manhattan 
was disrupted by an earthquake, though 
the shift in the earth’s crust was undetect-
able by the walking public. repairs were 
quick and relatively minor. Nuclear power 
plants are not fragile structures.

But they are man-made and old. 
Nearly all of them have buried pipes and 
conduits which have leaked in recent 
years. To what extent some of those leaks 
may have been created or exacerbated by 
years of low level shifts in the earth is not 
known. But that should be considered and 
definitely ruled in or out before a blanket 
grant of earthquake immunity is conferred 
on the power plant above it.

The same, regularly rumbling 
Wappinger’s Fault is believed responsible 
for the tracery of cracks in the delaware 
aqueduct, the water tunnel 800 feet under-
ground which brings up to 70 percent of the 
drinking water used in New York city and 
Westchester county from the reservoirs in 
the catskill Mountain region. It should be 
noted that this is a man made fault, caused 
by the extensive surface mining of a rock 

quarry which, in time, altered the tension of 
local geological formations.

Journalists should pause before buying 
the line that “it can’t happen here” and 
quoting it uncritically, particularly consid-
ering the earthquake-prone regions of the 
far west and alaska. Proponents of nuclear 
power are on firmer ground stating it is not 
likely to happen here for both geological 
and sociological reasons.

In the former case, the number of 
regions in the u.s. with major known earth 
quake faults and the presence of a nuclear 
power plant is small. But with climate 
change and an increase in hydrofracking, 
there are new, unmeasured stresses added 
to the earth – just ask folks in alabama’s 
new earthquake zone – which might 
reasonably deserve a thorough, modern 
look before any new power plant is built 
there. 

In the latter case, dealing with soci-
ology and risk perception, questions are 
already being raised about the Japanese 
decision making process as crutical events 
unfolded at daiichi unit 1 and its nuclear
cohorts. crucial decisions are affected by 
cultural differences in the perception of

Continued on page 5
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED
 ENERGY MATTERS

America’s Quake-Proof Nukes
By Roger Witherspoon
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Statement from Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo 

“In light of the catastrophe in Japan, New Yorkers 
must know the facts regarding Indian Point and its 
latest risk assessment.

“after watching the events in Japan and having 
previously opposed the Indian Point plant, this past 
Tuesday, I requested the White house schedule a 
meeting between my staff and senior members of the 
Nuclear regulatory commission. That meeting has 
now been scheduled for Tuesday, March 22 with, among others, Lieutenant Governor 
robert duffy and director of state Operations howard Glaser. 

“The purpose of the meeting will be to discuss the risks facing Indian Point in the 
event of an earthquake, how prepared Indian Point is to handle an earthquake, as well 
as what risk assessments have been completed regarding Indian Point. 

“We are looking forward to a productive dialogue with the Nrc.” 

New York, NY -- In the wake of 
the unfolding nuclear crisis in Japan, 
attorney General eric T. schneiderman 
said that the federal government must 
incorporate an immediate, full and open 
assessment of all public health and safety 
risks posed by the Indian Point nuclear 
energy plant, including those posed by 
potential natural disasters such as seismic 
activity, into its relicensing process for the 
New York plant.

schneiderman’s call comes as the 
Indian Point power plant near New York 
city is being considered for relicensing, 
but without an open assessment of public 
health and safety risks posed to this 
facility -- just as a report by the federal 
Nuclear regulatory commission reveals 
that some us power plants are more 
vulnerable to increased seismic risks than 
previously believed.

“It is beyond troubling that at the same 
time the federal government acknowl-
edges increased seismic safety risk at 
some nuclear power plants in this country, 
it refuses to fully and openly assess these 
specific risks to Indian Point as part of its 
relicensing process,” attorney General 
schneiderman said. “Before any conver-
sation about relicensing is concluded, the 
Nuclear regulatory commission must 
answer basic health and safety questions.”

In a letter to the Nuclear regulatory 
commission (Nrc), attorney General 

schneiderman today declared 
that the federal agency must 
amend its regulations (for 
example, 10 c.F.r. Part 54), 
to include seismicity in the 
scope of review for relicensing, 
meaning it would be required 
to fully examine how seismic 
activity would impact Indian 
Point as part of its relicensing 
proceeding. seismic activity 
is a factor that the Nrc has 
repeatedly refused not to take 
into consideration in its review 
of the relicensing application 
to extend Indian Point’s operation.

Indian Point’s older reactor, unit 1, 
was built in the 1950s prior to any specific 
requirement for earthquake protection. 
although no longer operational, many of 
unit 1’s system, structures, and compo-
nents were conjoined to Indian Point’s 
other two reactors which are now up for 
relicensing. The aging unit 1 systems, 

structures, and components 
were built to outdated seismic 
specifications, and unit 2 and 
unit 3’s continued reliance on 
these systems in accordance 
with poses significant safety 
questions.

In October 2007, New 
York called on the Nrc to 
expand its relicensing criteria 
to include seismic analysis 
so that any decision to keep 
Indian Point operating for 
another 20 years would 
consider the threat of an earth-

quake. The Nrc rejected the request.
“Whether or not you support the reli-

censing of Indian Point, we can all agree 
that we must answer the health, safety, 
and environmental questions affecting the 
nearly 20 million people living in close 
proximity to the facility, before making 
any relicensing decisions,” attorney 
General schneiderman added.

 ENERGY MATTERS

NYS Attorney General Schneiderman Tells Feds Indian Point 
Relicensing Process Must Account for Seismic & Other Safety Risks

Attorney General Eric T. 
Schneiderman

Continued from page 4
risk. Would american reactor operators 
have ignored possible public criticism and 
discharged into the air large, continuous 
amounts of highly contaminated vapor 
from the reactor rather than let dangerous 
amounts of hydrogen gas build up? Was it 
more important to the Japanese operators 
to try and manage the gas buildup rather 
than deliberately dump radioactive mate-
rial into the public air? Is there a significant, 
practical difference between making a bad 
decision to protect the public, and making 
a bad decision to protect corporate profits?

It will take long, thoughtful, after-
action analysis by experts in human factors 
in complex systems to answer such ques-
tions and determine how to incorporate 
the lessons learned into the Nrc’s training 
program for reactor operators. The Nrc 
is one of the best public agencies when 
it comes to conducting lessons learned 
analysis, even if its record of following its 
lessons is spotty. any long term consensus 
needs outside input from academic think 
tanks such as the center for human 
Performance and risk analysis at the 
university of Wisconsin (http://www.
chpra.wisc.edu/index.php). 

When they are done, americans will 
be in a better position to know just how 
safe our nuclear industry really is.

Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters at 
www.RogerWitherspoon

America’s Quake-Proof 
Nukes

http://www.chpra.wisc.edu/index.php
http://www.chpra.wisc.edu/index.php
www.RogerWitherspoon
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The Board of the 
Town of Mamaroneck 
gathered for Wednesday’s 
March 16th meeting, with 

councilwoman Phyllis Wittner standing 
in for supervisor Valerie O’Keefe, who 
was absent due to a family emergency.

The first item up for discussion was in 
regards to a state-mandated Property Tax 
cap. several Westchester communities 
are initiating the process for a resolution 
to the state legislature, which would only 
work if accompanied by a cut in funding, 
according to Town administrator stephen 

altieri. such a cut would 
adversely affect essential 
local services and would also 
lead to employee layoffs.

“It would hit us hard 
in terms of services,” 
councilman david 
Fishman lamented.

White deputy 
supervisor Wittner stated 
plainly that “I don’t think 
the state is in a position to 
tell us to cap taxes.”

councilman ernest 

Odierna chimed in, saying that the Board 
agrees that taxes are too high, but that they 
would want to avoid a “flim flam” where 
they’d be forced to charge fees for services 
to residents that had been free before.

The Board came to a unanimous 
agreement to send forward a resolution 
on the tax cap, as drafted by the neigh-
boring municipality of scarsdale.

Next up was a status report on the 
Town’s Property reassessment Project.

“The Town has not undergone a reas-
sessment in over four years, so we want to 
get it right,” altieri remarked.

In terms of a tentative schedule for 
the project, the town is planning to put 
out a request for Proposals (rFP) in 
april, consider the bids in May, and 
select a contractor by June. The board has 
established minimum levels of training 
for data collection and evaluation of each 

property. all property record cards are 
to be digitized, including photography 
of the properties. all information would 
be available on a Web site created by the 
town. a minimum of seven public infor-
mational sessions would also be held by 
the board.

“The next steps are to complete 
the rFP, get it to the town board for 
review and recommend use of a Project 
administrator,” altieri said. “It has been a 
long process but we’re getting to the point 
where we can move forward.”

Moving on to a more celebratory item, 
Wittner announced a Proclamation for 
the Mamaroneck high school yearbook 
staff and their advisor carol scheffler, 
for winning first place award from the 
scholastic Press association for the 2010 
addition of the MahIscaN yearbook. 
They competed against 1,000 schools 
across the country to put a “new spin” on 
tradition and did so with the theme of 
“New Perspectives.”

Continued on page 7

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Governmentsection

Less than forty-eight hours after 
assemblyman robert J. castelli (r, c – 
Goldens Bridge) penned a letter to the 
newly-minted NYsdOT commissioner 
Joan Mcdonald, crews from the New 
York state department of Transportation 
(NYsdOT) were diligently working 
to solve the pothole problem that has 
recently afflicted Northern Westchester.

“I know you are overworked and 

understaffed, and I respect your posi-
tion, but these conditions are more than 
annoying, they are now safety hazards 
that must be addressed as soon as 
possible,” castelli wrote in the letter to 
the NYsdOT commissioner. “I respect-
fully request that you have your crews in 
region 8 address these issues as soon as 
possible.”

after an unusually harsh winter filled 
with snow, ice and rain storms, the roads 
in the town of New castle seemed more 
at home in a post-apocalyptic landscape 
than representative of the main thorough-
fares in the bucolic hamlets of chappaqua 
and Millwood which state routes 117, 
120, 133, and the Taconic state Parkway 
represent.

“roadways in my district have been 
devastated and have dangerous potholes 
that have created serious safety hazards 
for the commuters within Westchester 
county,” the letter read.

castelli was please by the speedy 
response of NYsdOT to fill seemingly 
endless amount of potholes cropping up 

in Northern Westchester over the past 
few weeks and called the hasty response 
and effort by the new commissioner 
“great news!”

“The hard-working men and women 
of the NYsdOT should be commended 
for dealing with them prior to an accident 
that may claim the life of a Westchester 
commuter,” he said.

The assemblyman, who has a history 
of personally attending to transporta-
tion matters in his district, particularly 
the route 120 Bridge in chappaqua, 
is urging area residents to contact his 
office with the locations of any potholes 
that they encounter which may have 
been overlooked or not yet filled by the 
NYsdOT.

castelli wants his constituents to 
know that if he can be of any assistance 
correcting the issue of potholes on state 
roads, to contact his office via email at 
castellir@assembly.state.ny.us or tele-
phone at (914) 686-7335.

“My office has set up a ‘pothole 
hotline’ for you to call and let us know 

where these things are, and we will ensure 
that NYsdOT receives the pertinent 
information regarding its location,” he 
said. “Together, we will work towards 
a practicable solution to these roadway 
problems in our area, which has been 
most seriously affected.”

Assemblyman Castelli’s Pen is Mightier Than the Pothole 

Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli

Town of Mamaroneck Talks Shop at Board Meeting
By Bary Alyssa Johnson
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 GOVERNMENT  THE FEINER REPORT

In 1965 the united 
states congress approved 
the Flood control act 
of 1965; funding the 

elmsford flood control project. Follow 
up: a study. The study was followed up 
with another study...and another study. 
There have been many studies of the 
flooding in elmsford which occur every 
time there is a significant storm. My 
guess: over $50 million dollars in studies 
were funded (that could be an understate-
ment!). In 1989 another study came up 
with a plan: 2 miles of channel modifi-
cation of the saw Mill channel with low 
flow weir. several bridges would require 
removal; one would be raised; and 210 
feet of retaining wall constructed along 

the saw Mill river between the saw Mill 
Parkway bridges.

aquatic habitat would also be 
preserved through the use of instream 
habitat structures and the banks would 
be landscaped. after the draft report was 
completed the efforts were halted because 
of the budget crisis.

recurrent flooding along the saw 
Mill river has caused significant damage 
to residential and commercial property 
owners for years. It has also hurt busi-
nesses and municipal infrastructures. 
When I was a member of the Westchester 
county Board of Legislators the us 
army corp of engineers completed flood 
control projects in ardsley. Other

Continued on page 8

Governmentsection
Continued from page 6

The Board officially congratulated 
the students and their advisor for this 
first-time achievement. a copy of the 
yearbook will be included in the official 
Town archives.

Mhs students sarah sutton and 
Wendy Becker attended the meeting on 
behalf of the rest of the staff and to receive 
an award plaque from councilwoman 
Nancy seligson (pictured).

Next on the agenda was a report 
of bids for Ta-11-03 cemetery 
Maintenance contract. The contract 
includes maintenance of nine cemeteries 
in the jurisdiction of the Town and would 
provide for a spring and Fall cleanup and 
monthly service, including grass cutting.

The town received five bids from 
various contractors, with the low bid 
coming from acocella contracting of 
scarsdale, New York. This two-year 
contract goes for $11,700 in 2011 and 
$12,700 in 2012, with the cost increase due 
to increases in costs of fuel and equipment.

“My recommendation this evening is 
to award the contract to acocella,” altieri 
stated.

The board voted unanimously in 
agreement.

The meeting continued with the 
authorization of a Grass Maintenance 
contract for hommocks Field and 
hommocks Pool. It would actually call 
for the extension of the current contract, 
which includes Fall and spring cleanups 
and monthly grass maintenance.

“The recommendation of the Board 
is to allow for a one-year extension at the 
same price as in 2010,” altieri said. “We’re 
very pleased with the past work.”

“It seems like a no-brainer,” Wittner 
added.

again, the board voted unanimously in 
favor of the contract extension.

The board then discussed the setting 
of a public hearing to amend chapter 95 of 
the Town code – erosion and sediment 
control Laws.

“The state of New York and 
Westchester county have mandates to 
update these laws at the local level,” Town 
attorney William Maker stated. “I am 
suggesting a hearing during the mid-april 
meeting.”

a motion by the board to set a 

public hearing for an amendment to the 
sediment control Laws at the april 6th 
meeting passed unanimously.

The board then sough to set another 
public hearing regarding chapter 231 
of the Town code in terms of Water 
restrictions. attorney Maker went on to 
explain that this is a situation where the 
town administrator has cause to review 
water restriction laws.

“The current law is not geared to 
specific areas where water press restric-
tions may result,” Maker elaborated. “The 
thought is to look at certain areas instead 
of town-wide restrictions.”

The board passed unanimously a 
motion for a public hearing on the matter 
during the april 6th meeting.

Next up was an authorization for the 
Town and county Tax warrant. This is 
the time of year at which the Town of 
Mamaroneck and county of Westchester 
sends bills for its taxes. For the 2011 tax 
year, The county has indicated that the 
Town will collect on its behalf a total of 
$58,422,992.67, according to altieri.

The board voted unanimously in favor 
of the authorization and decided to wait 
upon O’Keefe’s return for her to officially 
sign off on the decision.

continuing on, the Board 
discussed a resolution to the New York 
state retirement system reporting 
requirements of elected and appointed 
Officials.

“There was a clerical error on how 
the document was written and we are 
correcting it,” seligson announced.

“We are in need of a resolution to 
resubmit,” Wittner continued.

The board responded unanimously in 
favor of said resolution.

The final matter of business on the 
agenda was for salary authorizations for 
recreation staff in the town. Positions 
included: hockey Instructor and two 
assistant Instructors, Fitness Instructor, 
Maintenance aide and recreation 
attendant. all salaries are already 
provided for in the 2011 budget.

a vote to authorize these salaries was 
passed, you guessed it, unanimously. until 
next time, Mamaroneck!

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Town of Mamaroneck Talks Shop at Board Meeting The Flood and Elmsford
By Paul Feiner
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projects have been completed in Yonkers 
and chappaqua. unfortunately, no action 
in elmsford.

There have been major storms 
impacting elmsford. severe flooding 
in 1980, 1984, 1999 caused millions of 
dollars in damages to elmsford residents. 
Over $2,000,000 in damages occurred in 
1984 according to the us army corp of 
engineers.

There were two major rain storms 

in our area: on sunday, March 6th, and 
on Thursday, March 10th. Both storms 
caused lots of damage to businesses and 
property owners in elmsford and N 
elmsford (9a corridor). Kevin Morgan 
joined elmsford Mayor robert Williams 
and congresswoman Nita Lowey last 
week on an inspection tour. When I 
took a look at the flooded 9a corridor I 
thought I was looking at a lake; it was so 
bad. some property owners were actually 
rowing their boats across the road.

I have been in contact with 
congresswoman Lowey’s office and 
suggested that we set up a meeting with 

the army corp of engineers and NYs 
dec (department of environmental 
conservation). In my opinion, what is 
needed is for either the army corp or 
NYs dec to oversee a coordinated 
initiative. Greenburgh can’t act alone. 
elmsford can’t act alone. What happens 
along the river in other jurisdictions 
impacts our properties. 

It would be great if we could identify 
short term action steps that could be taken 
–and long term action steps. If the army 
corp and NYs dec advise communities 
along the river of action steps we could/
should be taken, I would be prepared to 

use TIF funds (this is a special fund that 
can only be used in the corridor) to follow 
upon thos recommendations. We might 
want to also look into setting up an early 
warning system –so that we can alert busi-
nesses/property owners before it’s too late 
–helping everyone reduce possible losses.

We don’t need studies. We need some 
action to help beleaguered businesses and 
property owners who are devastated when 
floods occurs. smaller, less costly initia-
tives could be helpful and might get some 
results.

Paul Feiner is Greenburgh town Supervisor.

The Flood and Elmsford

There will be an elec-
tion for the entire New 
rochelle city council 
as well as for the Mayor 

of New rochelle this year. councilman 
richard st. Paul has been extremely vocal 
about many issues which will effect the 
city’s future. If he were to run for mayor 
and be elected, he would be the city’s first 
mayor of color. a lawyer, st. Paul was 
involved in the minority district lawsuit in 
New rochelle. his background includes 
having worked on the help american 
Vote act (haVa) as its legal director in 
West Virginia for the Bush 2004 elec-
tion campaign and having served in the 
us army reserve for eight years. In New 
rochelle he recently led the fight to reopen 
the New rochelle train station bathrooms. 

The Westchester Guardian posed the 
following questions:

Godfrey: Why do you believe the 

New rochelle city council majority 
should not have supported a plan 
for redistricting despite it not being 
supported by the residents those council-
people represented?

St. Paul: My feeling is that this was 
another missed opportunity to show the 
public that we believe that the legisla-
tive body of the city is truly supportive 
of transparent government. I think, in 
addition, the appointment of a consul-
tant (andrew Beveridge) by the majority 
democratic council members, despite 
the obvious conflict of interest highlighted 
by Mr. Beveridge campaign contribution 
to Mayor Noam Bramson, has essentially 
politicized the redistricting process.

Godfrey: how did the concerned, 
non-partisan New rochelle citizens for 
redistricting committee evolve?

St. Paul: The initiative for the citizens 
redistricting committee was organized 

by the members of the executive leader-
ship of the New rochelle Branch of the 
NaacP. They contacted other people 
and organizations in the city. On March 
8th, a group of supporters they organized 
asked for the support of the city council 
for this initiative. This was coincidentally 
the same day the mayor presented an 
alternative plan for redistricting. so rather 
than opening the process to allow the citi-
zens to shape the redistricting process, the 
Mayor presented a plan with a process he 
could control.

Godfrey: What diirection do you 
think would be most beneficial to follow 
for the future of New rochelle?

St. Paul: It is important for the city 
to go forward and to invest in small 
business which is the backbone of our 
economy. We also need to take care of our 
old pipes in this city before we build new 
pipes, adding stress to our already aging 
infrastructure. 

Godfrey: What are the most pressing 
problems in New rochelle today?

St. Paul: We need smart development 
that puts the interests of the people first; 
not the interests of the developers. We 
need smart development which would 
include a thorough cost-benefit analysis 
as to how the development effects the city 
services and our schools. We don’t want to 
find ourselves struggling as we have every 
year to pass a budget that includes cuts in 
services because we did not calculate the 
proper cost of development.

Godfrey: at city council meetings 
you often articulate insights which are at 
variance with other council members. do 
those differences have any political party 
principals which may be harmful to the 
citizens of New rochelle?

St. Paul: a lot of my opinions on 

the council are derived from my thought 
processes which are aimed at protecting 
the taxpayers first. I am doing what is 
best; and that is how I look at my role. 
I think some people are uncomfortable 
being questioned about how things are 
done in this city. I believe it is necessary to 
have a careful analysis of matters brought 
before the city council. The people of this 
city expect us to be accountable and we 
should not disappoint them

Godfrey: The Industrial development 
agency (Ida) tax abatements (payments 
in lieu of taxes - PILOTs) have been an 
on-going concern. What is your opinion 
of Ida tax abatements??

St. Paul: The city council should 
have the final say over all tax abatements 
because tax abatements directly effect the 
budget of New rochelle. Were the city to 
come under the county Ida umbrella, 
the city council would get the final say 
because county regulations allow the 
municipality to make final decisions over 
tax abatements. 

Godfrey: The Westchester Guardian 
has learned that you are considering a run for 
mayor. What special qualities would you bring 
to the office of Mayor of New rochelle?

St. Paul: I have made no decision to 
run for Mayor of New rochelle. I love 
living in New rochelle and enjoy having 
a public service role in the city and look 
forward to continuing to serve the city in 
whatever capacity is best. I think during 
my time as a council member I brought 
forward an independent transparency and 
acceptable platform that seeks to put the 
interest of the people of the city ahead of 
politics and large developers.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, and a 
former educator.

Councilman Richard St. Paul Interview
By Peggy Godfrey
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capping a two-year process, the city 
of New rochelle last night approved its 
first-ever sustainability Plan, “GreeNr”. 
New rochelle becomes the first commu-
nity in Westchester county to create such 
a plan.

The GreeNr sustainability Plan is 
aimed at achieving economic and envi-
ronmental progress during the next 
twenty years. For government, GreeNr 
puts a premium on saving tax dollars by 
reducing waste, promoting efficiency and 
securing a return on public investments. 
GreeNr also suggests green alternatives 
to costly traditional infrastructure. For 
the private sector, GreeNr’s recommen-
dations are intended primarily to provide 
information and create new voluntary 
options for sustainable action, so that 
residents, business owners and local insti-
tutions can make the best choices for 
themselves and also, in many cases, save 
money. 

“This is an important milestone for 
our city,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. 
“The council’s action positions New 
rochelle as a leader in sustainable policy-
making and provides an excellent road 
map for improving our quality of life and 

cutting costs. I applaud the many volun-
teers who worked so hard to shape this 
community-based vision for a healthy 
future.”

GreeNr identifies six action 
areas: energy & climate; resource 
conservation & Waste reduction; 
ecology, Biodiversity & Public health; 
smart Growth & economic Prosperity; 
Transportation & Mobility; and Public 
Participation & awareness. The Plan 
is further subdivided into forty-three 
specific initiatives, each of which contains 
short, medium and long-term objec-
tives as well as a snapshot of current 
circumstances and metrics for measuring 
progress

The scope and intent of GreeNr 
are encapsulated in 10 large goals, to be 
accomplished by 2030: (1) reduce energy 
use and greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 20%; (2) cut non-recycled solid 
waste generation by 15% and increase 
recycling rates to 50%; (3) Preserve natural 
spaces and restore inland water bodies; 
(4) absorb or retain 25 million gallons 
of flood water per storm; (5) decrease 
sewage flow by at least 2 million gallons 
in peak hours; (6) Build at least 95% of 

new housing near mass transit; 
(7) Open at least one additional 
mile of the sound shore to the 
public; (8) Plant at least 10,000 
new trees on public property; (9) 
create a comprehensive walking 
and bicycling system; and (10) 
subscribe at least half of all 
households to the city website.

GreeNr was drafted during 
the course of a full year by a 
volunteer committee of residents 
and local experts, working under 
the leadership of the city’s sustainability 
coordinator, deborah Newborn, and 
drawing upon extensive public input. The 
Plan was submitted to the city council 
in draft form in april 2010 and was 
reviewed and discussed by the council 
and city staff in subsequent months prior 
to its approval by council as a statement 
of municipal sustainability objectives.

as a concept plan, GreeNr does not 
in itself change law or allocate resources. 
The current city council and future city 
councils will consider specific recom-
mendations in the light of more complete 
information, cost-benefit analyses and 
competing priorities. 

as a first step, city administration 
will develop an initial implementation 
plan, focusing on GreeNr’s short-term 
objectives. The city Manager will also 
provide annual updates on progress 
toward GreeNr’s goals.

The draft plan is available online at 
www.newrochelleny.com/greeNrdraft. 
The plan will soon be updated to include 
amendments accepted by the city 
council and then re-posted in its final 
form.

Kathy Gilwit is the City of New Rochelle 
Communications and Marketing Manager.

City Council Votes to Support GreeNR Sustainability Plan
By Kathy Gilwit

It’s March. In albany, 
it means legislative leaders 
are meeting behind closed 
doors, lobbyists and advo-

cates alike are swarming the capitol 
making their latest pitch to either save or 
scrap a budgetary item.

One of the topics this past week that 
took center stage was education. The 
governor’s FY 2011-2012 executive 
Budget proposed a $1.5 billion (7.3 
percent) net cut in state aid to educa-
tion. The executive Budget proposes for 
districts to use undesignated reserves and 
unspent federal education jobs funds to 
help mitigate the cuts.

“Manage the school system. reduce 
the waste. reduce the fraud. reduce the 

abuse,” said Governor cuomo at a press 
conference on Thursday, noting that the 
average district would see a 2.7 percent 
aid reduction in his budget plan.

cuomo asserted that school districts 
could absorb his proposed $1.5 billion, 
7.3 percent, cut in state aid without 
resorting to teacher layoffs and other 
actions that would hurt students, and 
he also pointed to a report released by 
New York state comptroller Thomas P. 
diNapoli concluding that most districts 
could cover the aid cuts alone by tapping 
into reserve funds. 

according to diNapoli’s report, the 
median impact of the proposed cuts on 
district operating aid (which excludes 
building aid) would be 12.5 percent, and 

eight districts would see cuts of more than 
20 percent. The proposed reduction would 
have the greatest impact on average-need 
districts as wealthier districts rely less on 
state aid and high-need districts would 
see smaller drops in state funding.

diNapoli’s report also indicated 
that most school districts would deplete 
reserve funds within one year and that 
100 districts across the state don’t have 
enough reserves for even that length of 
time.

Interestingly, these critical points 
were not disclosed at cuomo’s press 
conference. 

Instead, cuomo launched his stron-
gest words against school districts who 
are crying foul and insisting that the 

proposed budget leaves them with no 
alternative but to terminate teachers, ulti-
mately hurting kids.

The New York state council of 
school superintendents immediately 
fired a shot in return.

robert Lowry, the council’s deputy 
director for advocacy, research and 
communications said, “Just as the state 
does not plan on draining all of its reserves 
for the coming year, it would be a mistake 
for school districts to do so.”

Lowry also pointed out that among 
the poorest districts, they would need to 
raise taxes by 14 percent to make corre-
sponding cuts.

Marriage Equality Bill Returns?
Though the assembly approved 

a marriage equality bill three times, 
assembly speaker sheldon silver indi-
cated that enough votes are present to

Continued on page 10

Education Takes a Hit; Marriage Equality Gears Up
By Carlos Gonzalez

www.newrochelleny.com/greeNRdraft. 
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pass a bill for a fourth time. The speaker 
has no immediate plans to bring a bill to 
the floor. 

however, momentum is increasing 
and pro-marriage equality advocates have 
been buzzing over Governor cuomo’s 
recently convened summit of LGBT 
advocates at the capitol to develop a 
blueprint and strategy to push for a vote 
on the issue after a budget deal is reached.

The prior marriage bill died the one 
time it came to the floor in the senate; 
defeated 38-24. 

Now that senate republicans 
returned to power in the chamber, senate 

Majority Leader dean skelos has been 
reminded of his words stated last year that 
he would bring the marriage equality bill 
back to the senate for a vote.

The game changer: The Independent 
democratic conference, led by 
state senator Jeff Klein (d-Bronx/
Westchester), are in the best position 
to influence undecided members, and 
potentially swing a few extra votes in 
favor of marriage equality. There are a ton 
of variables here, but one of the benefits 
of caucusing independently is that the 
Idc members are in the room of power 
during senate Majority open and closed 
conferences. In albany language, closed 

conferences are held for confidential 
reasons, but it’s also a time where contro-
versial bills are discussed. 

also inside the room is senator 
diane savino (d-staten Island), another 
member of the Idc, who has been one of 
the most outspoken advocates on behalf of 
marriage equality. When compared to any 
other content online, savino’s passionate 
speech in the chamber during the failed 
marriage equality vote in 2010 is the 
senate’s highest-viewed video to-date. 
having savino in a closed conference 
with the senate GOP to determine where 
the Majority stand on passing marriage 
equality may be the necessary ingredient 
for passage of a bill. 

here’s my prediction. Marriage 

equality passes, the GOP scores a huge 
victory and bragging rights over passing 
the civil rights bill of the century, and it 
stops the influx of campaign cash into 
democratic campaigns by wealthy LGBT 
advocates - further crippling a cash-
strapped senate democratic campaign 
committee who was about $3 million 
in debt in the most recent campaign 
disclosure. 

Meanwhile, the Idc sits back 
refusing to take credit for anything - 
simply because the vote was the right 
thing to do.

Share your thoughts with me by directing 
email to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

Education Takes a Hit; Marriage Equality Gears Up

Many Westchester 
county residents work in 
New York city. We get our 
news from The Wall Street 

Journal or The New York Times. as a result, 
we’re often more aware of the political situ-
ation in Washington, d.c., than here in 
Westchester county, where we live. That’s 
understandable but with Westchester now 
ranked as the highest taxed county in the 
nation it would benefit us all to start paying 
attention.

The 2009 county executive election 
was an indication that some of us, at least, 
are doing so as  12 year incumbent andy 
spano was voted out of office in favor of 
rob astorino, who ran on a platform of 
overhauling Westchester’s bloated and 
inefficient system of government. however 
only 22% of voters in Westchester bothered 

to come to the polls. This fall the entire 
county legislature – 17 men and women 
– is up for re-election.

If you care about your rising county 
taxes this is an election you might want to 
start following and here is why.

Last year, county executive rob 
astorino canceled the county’s contract 
with the state to administer the section 
8 housing program. eligible citizens still 
receive section 8 – the county just does 
not run the program anymore as it cost us 
more money than we were reimbursed by 
the state - over a million a year more. That 
makes sense, right? Well, not to the legis-
lators who represent you in White Plains. 
They voted to restore the program without 
the contract. That’s right. There is no 
more contract – therefore no reimburse-
ment – but the board restored the program 
anyway. astorino vetoed the line naturally, 
and they then overrode his veto.

This is what they are spending their 
time and your money doing. reinstating 
a program that no longer exists to protect 

the jobs of 38 csea members.
can you figure out why? Who do 

you think will get the csea checks next 
election?

anyway, astorino then laid off the 
employees, as is his right, so the csea did 
what unions do and they sued to get the 
jobs restored - to a program that no longer 
exists.

If you’re still with me - here is where 
this circus crosses the line to absurdity.

although the csea is suing the 
county they are really suing you and me, 
the taxpayers, since we pay for all lawsuits 
- legitimate or not. so the csea is suing 
us - but your county legislature is on the 
side of the csea! That’s right, against us, 
the taxpayers. We are being sued and our 
county legislature is backing the union that 
is suing us. Or another way to look at it is - 
our legislators support suing the taxpayers.

It gets worse, or better, depending 
on how much humor you find in these 
things. The board then considered acting 
to prevent rob astorino from using the 
county attorney, whom he appointed 
and for whom we pay taxes. No, said our 
board, the county attorney must represent 
“the county” - which  they define as the 
Westchester county Board of Legislators 
- in support of csea which is suing us. 
astorino, to defend us, must hire his own 
counsel.

I wish I were oversimplifying this but 
I’m not. Yes, we need to do all we can to 
retain jobs in Westchester, but not paid for 
with taxes when they’re no longer necessary.

This is what your county legislators 
are engaged in right now. Theater of the 

absurd every other Monday in White 
Plains. and they’re getting away with it 
because we have too much going on in our 
lives to monitor something as ridiculous as 
this. Besides, we elect our representatives 
to do that for us and trust that they will do 
the right thing. But sadly, they don’t.

remember taxes aren’t high so poor 
children can get a hot breakfast – taxes are 
high because the people we elect to repre-
sent us are engaged with straight faces in 
this kind of garbage. all the corruption 
could stop tomorrow and we’d still be in 
the hole because they waste our money 
every day this way.

My county legislator is Judy Myers. If 
you don’t know who yours is you should 
find out and ask her or him why currying 
favor with the public employee union is a 
priority over representing you.

The chairman of the Board of 
Legislators is a man named Ken Jenkins, 
known to most of us more as a talking head 
on cable News 12  Westchester giving us 
his spin on the political scene. There is talk 
that he’s after astorino’s job but I’m sure 
that has nothing to do with this effort to 
obstruct government and stymie fiscal 
reform.

I’m sure it’s because he and his 
colleagues are convinced things are fine 
just the way they are now and that we the 
taxpayers agree.

I’ve got two words for Mr. Jenkins. 
andy spano.

Charmian Neary is a bored housewife and 
former political operative from Rye New 
York who is much better at politics than 
homemaking.

In the Center Ring
By Charmian Neary
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There has been a lot 
of discussion recently 
about public employee 
pensions; how much they

will cost, and why public employees 
get benefits that private sector employees 
do not. events in Wisconsin demon-
strate what happens when a governor 
decides that collective bargaining rights 
are not fair to the taxpayers who pay the 
bills. here in New York, andrew cuomo 
has indicated that he also, is aware that 
pension obligations are unsustainable. 
how did we get here and what is the 
solution. We got here because politicians 
of both parties were so eager to obtain the 
support of public employee unions along 
with their ability to contribute substan-
tially both in terms of manpower and 
money to their re-election efforts, that 
they made deals and agreed to contracts 
without a clue as to how much those 
promises would cost later on. 

While public sector union workers 
have kept their jobs, the same cannot 
be said about their private sector coun-
terparts. according to a recent study by 
daniel de salvo at city college, state 
and local workers now make an average of 
$14 more per hour in wages and benefits 

than their private sector counterparts. 
and in terms of retirement benefits, a 
government worker gets several times 
more. Public sector workers contribute 
far less to their own retirement funds and 
practically nothing for their health care 
coverage, Many public sector workers can 
retire in their early to mid 50’s and end 
up receiving pensions for more years then 
they worked. Yet this does not include 
their paid for health care benefits. In 
New York the number of retired state 
employees pulling down pensions of 
more than $100,000 a year increased 49% 
from 2009 to 2010, at the state’s largest 
pension system workers contributed $284 
million while taxpayers contributed 

$2.3 billion. It is estimated that one 
out of every seven cops and firefighters 
in the suburbs and upstate who retired 
last year are receiving a six figure state 
pension…how can that be? 

The answer is the method by which 
pensions are computed. allowing these 
public sector employees to count huge 
amounts of overtime in their last year of 
work toward their final pensions allows 
workers who never made more than 
$85,000 in base salary to end up with well 
over $100, 000 a year in pensions. In order 

for someone in the private sector to make 
that kind of income in retirement even 
at 5% interest rates which currently are 
virtually impossible

to find, you would need to have saved 
between $2 and $3 million dollars. so in 
effect these deals are allowing those who 
work for the taxpayers and whose salaries 
were $75, $80 and $85,000 a year to retire 
as the equivalents of multimillionaires, 

This is not about the job that these 
people are performing. Its not about 
overtime and its not about the concept of 
pensions. Public sector employees are of 
course entitled to a pension

but that pension has to be a percentage 
of their salary, not a multiplier of it. and 
of course, when overtime is necessary it 
has to be worked, but it can’t all go only to 
those about to retire for the sole purpose 
of allowing them to take advantage of the 
law that allows overtime to be counted. 

Those politicians who allowed these 
formulas and deals should be ashamed 
of themselves. They, by law, allowed the 
pilfering of taxpayers for the purpose of 
enticing labor support. But now the bill 
is coming due and its time to unwind the 
deals. Make no mistake about it, change 
is on the way. and it is up to the union 
leaders to recognize the reality that these 
costs, going forward, will break the state. 
according to the “Pension Bomb” an 
article by Joshua rauh of Northwestern 
university, the assets of the systems of 

seven states and six big cities are likely 
to be insufficient to pay for the promised 
benefits past the year 2020. If you go out 
another 5 years, another 20 states won’t 
have the money.

The point is that for pubic sector 
unions to insist that “they have ‘earned’” 
the right to these enormous benefits is 
disingenuous at best. What they have 
done is to have used their political clout 
to obtain these deals from politicians 
who coveted their support and cared not 
one whit about the ultimate costs or the 
effects on the people who ultimaately pay 
the bill. 

There are ways to fix this problem 
but they require good faith commitments 
from union leaders and their member-
ships. It does no good for the members of 
these unions to face layoffs just to preserve 
the ability of their brethren to reap the 
benefits of deals that areagainst public 
policy and which were negotiated behind 
closed doors. The unions were on both 
sides of the table. They represented their 
members and they had enormous influ-
ence over the public officials negotiating 
the deals. The taxpayers were not repre-
sented, they weren’t even in the room.

Michael R. Edelman, Esq., is a nationally 
respected political strategist and commentator 
heard weekly on Cable News 12 Westchester’s 
“Point Counter Point.”

Promises We Can’t Afford... .
By Michael Edelman

a challenge to public 
employee compensation 
and collective bargaining 
by the republican 

Governor of Wisconsin, and the counter-
action by democrat constituencies have 
brought the difficulties of budgeting of 
american governments, federal, state and 
local, to everyone’s attention.

all New Yorkers (including New York 
stakeholders; property owners, owners of 
businesses, and, not to be too aristocratic 
about things, lawful residents of the united 
states who work for a living and pay taxes 
within the state also) will appreciate the 
sorry state of government finances. Most 
republicans and many democrats in 
congress finally comprehend the woeful 

consequences of ‘doing nothing’ while the 
FY 2011-2012 Federal budget approaches 
$5 trillion, next year’s budget deficit exceeds 
$2 trillion and, ongoing public debt hovers 
at $15 trillion. some legislators take this 
threat so seriously that they have proposed 
cuts for this current fiscal year, and not 
waiting for next year’s budget, to begin 
the belt-tightening; as much as $61 billion 
from present outlays. sweeping reductions 
across the board have been suggested for 
next year; in both discretionary spending 
and formerly sacrosanct mandatory 
spending on defense and the traditional 
“entitlements” of social security, medicare 
and other “as-of-right” mandated outlays; 
the virtual “fringe benefits” of american 
citizenship.

It is heartening to see rock-ribbed 
republicans considering actual year-
to-year decreases in Pentagon programs 
for research, prototyping 
and testing of new offen-
sive and logistical systems. 
It is similarly encouraging 
to see bleeding-heart 
democrats propose 
spending cuts to schools, 
child-care and public assis-
tance, and environmental 
programs and assistance 
to localities (despite the 
real worries of incumbents 
about their re-election 
prospects in formerly safe, 
federal-spending dependent 
districts). 

Thanks in part to 
the gains of Tea Party-
affiliated/Tea Party-affinity 
republican candidates 

for the house of representatives last 
November in the greatest numer

Continued on page 12A Tale of Two States First of a Series
By Stephen I. Mayo
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ical “swing” of seats since 1948. fiscal 
sobriety has shown genuine electoral 
appeal. The reagan revolution and 
the Goldwater-era may have featured 
themes of limited government and indi-
vidual liberty in theory, but the idea of 
actual reductions in federal spending 
back then was a far-off pipe-dream. 
What seems to have achieved unprec-
edented political plausibility this year is 
the practical application of governmental 
spending “restraint-in-fact.”

real estate and stock-market specu-
lation excess and congress’s thoroughly 
wretched record of bank rule-making/
regulation over the past three years 
have driven ordinary “civilians” to exer-
cise more discretion and modesty in the 
conduct of their private economic lives. 
From Tea Party rallies, to less overtly 
political town hall meetings and commu-
nity gatherings there is an unmistakable 
craving for getting the body politic’s own 
house in order as well. 

In our own empire state, a tradition-
ally liberal freshman democrat governor 
has become a property tax-capping 
avenging angel. somewhat reminiscent 
of republican carl Paladino’s icon-
busting platform, andrew cuomo has 

launched a publicity campaign calculated 
(and aided by a generally liberal albany 
press corps, too dumbstruck by this 
ideological “cross-dressing” to acknowl-
edge any meaningful party dissent) to 
get ahead of the curve of public opinion 
by calling for a 2% local property tax cap 
and other measures aimed at reining in 
spending on Medicaid, environmental 
controls and public education. he has 
appropriated a traditional conserva-
tive republican electoral platform 
(and formed a formidable alliance with 
republican senate Majority leader 
dean skelos) and sailed way ahead of 
the autocratic democrat sheldon silver, 
who heads up the lower, but more potent 
lower legislative chamber as assembly 
speaker.

This is a remarkable development in 
a state whose deliberative bodies have 
been described as the most dysfunc-
tional in the entirety of the 50 states; a 
growing consensus among a confederacy 
of diverse political leaders (if not yet, 
their fainthearted party rank-and-file) 
that real-time budgets must be balanced 
and that an adult conversation about 
New York state “family finances” from 
skelos, cuomo, assembly republicans 
and some assembly democrats, that 
includes genuine structural reform, must 

commence 
Perhaps the time has come for prac-

ticed equivocators like senator Klein 
and assemblywoman Paulin bearing 
shopworn gifts of job-eliminating legis-
lation and nanny-state mandates to lose 
their election-time free-rides. With 
unprecedented access to voting and 
financial records concerning the entire 
albany cast of characters, an increasingly 
parsimonious electorate (paying scant 
attention to conspicuous social issues) 
has grown suspicious of the typical 
“legislative legerdemain” that has for so 
long fostered budgetary profligacy and 
permanent politician incumbancy. Only 
time will tell if this skepticism will trans-
late into electoral wisdom, and improve 
legislative behavior in albany.

Bronx/Westchester-based Klein, 
denounced by the neo-liberal The 
New York Daily News for his “weasel”-
like desertion of responsibility for the 
albany “mess,” will be forced to labor 
more strenuously pushing his sales-tax/
cigarette-tax/”millionaire-tax” finan-
cial feeding-tubes on co-dependent 
constituents. roused by new revelations 
about formerly inscrutable state cost 
data, voters can now mobilize against: 
“mandates” imposed on localities and 
school boards by politicians trolling for 
easy election-time “legislative accom-
plishments;” bequests to public unions 

and private contractors by an albany 
machine hungry for allies, and; morally 
(if not fiscally) bankrupt state easy-
money schemes like Off Track Betting, 
race track “racinos,” lottery advertising 
campaigns of ever-mounting tonal 
offensiveness, and “sin” taxes on disfa-
vored consumables.

surprise senate results in suffolk 
and erie counties have shown that 
heedless incumbents who ignore the 
growing appeal of frugality in statecraft 
are subject to ejection and replacement 
by fiscal reform insurgents. This is 
particularly true where republican orga-
nizations show vitality and spurn tawdry 
cross-party endorsement deals and 
counterfeit displays of bipartisanship. 
even more significant, “temperance” in 
the disbursement of the public’s money 
can prove its enduring attraction as a 
virtue to all voters regardless of party 
affiliation; republicans, independents, 
“practically-minded” democrats and the 
unaffiliated.

Stephen I. Mayo is a Bronx linoleum 
manufacturer and New Rochelle attorney. 
He is the host of Radio Mayo, Mondays 
and Thursdays, from 5 to 6 pm, on WVOX-
1460 AM, www.wvox.com.

A Tale of Two States First of a Series

The March 12, 2011 
the Buffalo News front-
page headline story 
“Paladino Campaign 

Reneges on Debts” http://www.buffa-
lonews.com/topics/carl-paladino/
article365304.ece was apparently more 

important to its spineless publisher, 
editor and reporter than the tragic 
nuclear meltdown in Japan. The unsub-
stantiated, libelous and defamatory lies 
and fabrications illustrating the mali-
cious and hostile intent of the [Buffalo] 
News will not go unanswered. 

My campaign owes 
nothing to Michael 
caputo or his band of 
parasitic malcontents 
against whom we have 
defenses, offsets or coun-
terclaims. None were 
employees. all were 
independent contractors 
on nebulous oral agree-
ments made without 

authority by caputo. Their plan was to 
see what they could rip off before they 
got caught. 

Michael Johns was retained to 
study and produce a get-out-the vote 
plan utilizing Tea Party volunteers. he 
conspired to change the terms of his oral 
contract and got caught. he was paid in 
advance over $18,000 for two months 
of services and expenses. his bill for 
$8,000 is more than offset by our claim 
for services and work product never 
rendered. 

caputo retained Tim suereth, 
who we knew as Tim smith, without 
authority for $12,000/mo as a driver and 
general utility person until I discovered 
that bills from a company named sea 
Odyssey were from him. We paid him 
$31,912.23 for two and one-half months’ 
work. he only drove me 2 or 3 times 
before I recognized that he was reckless. 

his wife was our relentless scheduler/
jack of all trades who did a great job for 
us. suereth’s claim for expenses of $6,300 
pales against our claim for amounts 
paid fraudulently including the cost of 
moving caputo’s pleasure boat from 
Florida to albany. 

It’s the same basic story for the rest. 
People with legitimate campaign obliga-
tions were paid in full. The scam artists 
can sue us. The [Buffalo] News is not our 
judge and jury.

The [Buffalo] News let itself be 
used in what is obviously an attempt at 
blackmail. 

My companies and I pay all our 
legitimate bills. 

Please direct your comments to cpaladino@
live.com.

Buffalo News Waterloo
By Carl Paladino

http://www.belmars.com
 www.wvox.com.
http://www.buffalonews.com/topics/carl-paladino/article365304.ece
http://www.buffalonews.com/topics/carl-paladino/article365304.ece
http://www.buffalonews.com/topics/carl-paladino/article365304.ece
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In the July 22nd, 2010 
issue of The Westchester 
Guardian, I wrote a column 
stating, “On June 8, 2010, 

a federal jury convicted former Chicago 
cop, John Burge, of perjury and obstruction 
of justice after Burge lied under oath in a 
civil case and insisted he never witnessed or 
participated in the torture of suspects. Burge 
was a Chicago cop from 1970- 83, and later 
promoted to Detective, Sergeant, Lieutenant, 
Supervisor of Detectives, Commander of 
the Bomb and Arson Unit, and finally, 
Commander of Detectives. Under his watch, 
suspects were burned, beaten, and choked 
until they confessed throughout the 1970s 
until the 1990s. Burge used other tactics to 
extract confessions, included placing bags 
over suspects’ heads, attaching electrodes to 
their genitals, and playing Russian roulette 
with a service revolver. Burge was fired in 
1993 after he abused a suspect later charged 
with killing a Chicago police officer.

On Wednesday, March 16, 2011 
Burge reported to prison to begin serving 
a 4 ½ year sentence for his conviction. 
despite the horror of his crimes, pros-
ecutors were unable to charge him with 
torture because the statute of limitations 
had run out. however, they were able to 
charge him with perjury given the fact 
that he lied about it under oath during 
a deposition in the federal civil lawsuit 
of Madison hobley. hobley had been 
wrongfully convicted and sentenced to 
death based upon a coerced, false confes-
sion that Burge had tortured out of him 
prior to receiving a pardon based upon 
innocence from Gov. ryan. 

Melvin Jones, who served years for a 
murder he didn’t commit, said, “he put a 
gun to my head, and said a lot of things 
that I couldn’t mention here. he just did 
things I didn’t think a police officer was 
capable of doing.”   anthony holmes also 
testified, saying that ‘prison robbed me 
family and my family of my life, and left 
him me with a nightmare I forever relive.’ 
he further said, “I don’t hate him. I hate 
what he did to me, and I hate the fact that 
nobody would listen to me when I tried 
to tell people about it, it fell on deaf ears.” 

andrew Wilson, who passed away 
while in prison pursuant to a confession 

Burge tortured out of him, had given 
testimony previously which was read on 
his behalf: “he [Burge] said you’re gonna 
[sic] give me a statement because my 
reputation is at stake.”  Wilson described 
being beaten, suffocated, shocked and 
burned over a hot radiator. he stated 
that he was told to sign a confession and 
waive his constitutional rights.  “I would 
have signed anything to keep from being 
tortured again.”  during Burge’s previous 
trial, Nurse Patricia reynolds gave testi-
mony about Wilson’s “torture,” telling 
jurors that she saw linear burn marks on 
Wilson’s chest and leg and that one of the 
officers said Wilson fell. asked whether 
the injuries were consistent with falling, 
she replied, “No. Not to me.” at one point 
reynolds says one of the officers drew his 
gun and stated Wilson did not want treat-
ment. she asked Wilson, who nodded.

Jeff Burge, the defendant’s brother, 
had urged the court not to send his 
brother to prison, in view of prostate 
cancer, heart problems, and other health 
problems. “almost any sentence will be a 
death sentence. I don’t want to see him 
die in prison.” 

John Burge apologized for the stain 
now on the chicago Police, though 
he continued to deny any involvement 
or witnessing of police torture. Judge 
Lefkow told him that she did not believe 
his denials, and sentenced to him to 4 
½ years. she further ordered that while 
incarcerated, Burge would have to answer 
questions in other sworn depositions, the 
subject of which is whether he tortured 
other people.

hours after Burge reported to prison, 
a judge in chicago freed eric caine, who 
had served 25 years out of a life sentence 
for a double murder based upon a confes-
sion beaten out of him, and incriminating 
statements that the police beat out 
of his co-defendant aaron Patterson. 
Prosecutors conceded that without the 
coerced confession, they did not have 
enough evidence to re-convict him. 
Patterson, not only wrongfully convicted 
but sentenced to death, had previously 
been pardoned by Gov. ryan in 2003; 
meanwhile, caine remained imprisoned 
to this day. 

There are about 20 men who are still 
behind bars who allege that Burge and his 
crew tortured confessions out of them, 
but whose appeals are exhausted. The 
Torture Inquiry and relief commission 
has been set up to examine those claims, 
and if they deem them believable, can 
recommend they receive evidentiary hear-
ings in court. The commission has been 
slow, and doesn’t plan to review cases for 
months, and this has caused frustration. 
additionally, judges are free to ignore 
those recommendations. advocates are 
concerned that judges will ignore recom-
mendations, and/or that the commission, 
unable to determine if a claimant is inno-
cent or was simply a guilty person who 
happened to be tortured, will conclude 
that there is nothing they can do. rob 
Warden, executive director of the center 
On Wrongful convictions, stated that 
enough evidence of torture has surfaced, 
and that there is no need for a case by case 
review, and that instead everybody should 
receive an evidentiary hearing.

Commentary
I again salute us attorney Fitzgerald 

for prosecuting and convicting Burge 
of torture. considering Burge’s crimes, 
which irreversibly impacted the people 
wrongfully convicted and their families 
as well as the greater community, along 
with his muddying the waters as to the 
guilt or innocence of those arrested, and 
the length of time that his reign of terror 
lasted, his sentence was a mere slap on 
the wrist, and an insult. I agree with the 
sentiment of darrell cannon, who was 
wrongfully convicted based upon Burge’s 
tactics, “Far as I’m concerned what 
happened to him today is more than long 
overdue…he should be in prison for the 
rest of his life.”

There is no doubt that Burge and 
his fellow officers tortured others into 
confessing, and I therefore applaud the 
judge for ordering further video-taped 
depositions. should Burge choose to 
again lie about it, he should be charged 
in each and every instance where it can 
be proved. 

But Burge did not commit his crimes 
by himself, and each and every police 
office who either participated, looked 

the other way, or otherwise somehow 
came to know of it and remained silent, 
should be prosecuted and sent to prison. 
additionally, both they and the munici-
palities in which they worked should be 
made to pay financial compensation to the 
victims, not that any amount of compen-
sation could ever make up for the years 
of wrongful incarceration and suffering 
that doubtlessly took place in connection 
thereto, or for the torture. 

shame on the court system for not 
taking the allegations of police torture 
seriously and launching an inquiry 
and suppressing the tortured state-
ments wherever the allegations could be 
substantiated. Instead, in typical fashion, 
suppression was denied, the statements 
were admitted into evidence, the defen-
dants were convicted, and state and 
federal appeals were denied. shame too 
on the chicago Mayor, local prosecutors, 
attorney General’s, and us attorney’s 
whose tenure overlapped Burge’s, who 
took no action against Burge and his men 
thus allowing them to continue to torture. 
so far as I am concerned, it was also a 
betrayal of the constitution when the 
prosecutors knowingly used the tortured 
confessions as evidence.

In terms of the men who remain 
incarcerated based other Burge coerced 
confessions, this seems like another 
instance of technicalities trumping 
substantive justice. Without a doubt, 
not only should evidentiary hearings be 
granted, but all of the convictions should 
be overturned and new trials ordered at 
which the tortured confessions are disal-
lowed. While some guilty people may 
obtain reversals and potentially regain 
their freedom in cases where there is no 
other evidence, there is no way around 
that, thanks to Burge and his lack of legit-
imate investigative tactics and evidence 
gathering. To not grant the reversals 
and suppress the tortured confessions, 
however, would be to risk the continued 
incarceration of at least some innocent 
defendants. 

Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal 
Justice Advocate and Exoneree. To 
learn more, wist his website: www.
JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.

 TRUTH AND JUSTICE

Former Chicago Cop John Burge Sentenced to 4 1/2 Years for Torture
By Jeff Deskovic

www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org
www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org
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communitysection

Old salem Farm will host its 2011 
spring horse shows at its facility in North 
salem, NY, in the heart of Westchester 
county. Old salem Farm boasts its 
historic grass Grand Prix field, state-of-
the-art stabling facility and three pristine 
all-weather outdoor rings.

Prior to the start of the spring horse 
shows, Old salem Farm will host an 
unrecognized Local day horse show on 
sunday, May 8. In honor of Mother’s 
day, there will be free admission on this 
day. Families are invited to come to the 
Farm and enjoy a beautiful day in the 
country while watching local exhibitors 
compete and prepare for the two weeks of 

competition ahead. Local day will feature 
a full day of showing at every level and is 
the perfect warm-up opportunity for the 
spring horse shows. There will also be 
lots of activities for the entire family.

The 2011 Old salem Farm spring 
horse shows, recognized as one of the 
top 25 horse shows in america in the 
2010 NarG ratings, feature the $40,000 
Old salem Farm Grand Prix, $75,000 
empire state Grand Prix, $25,000 North 
salem Grand Prix,as well as a $25,000 
New York Welcome stake, $20,000 
speed derby of North salem, $15,000 
Junior/amateur-Owner Jumper classic, 
part of the show Jumping hall of Fame 
Jumper classic series,$10,000 ushJa 
International hunter derby, and$10,000 
Leading hunter rider award.

admission to the Old salem Farm 
spring horse shows is $10.00 per carload 
on weekdays and $20.00 per carload on 
weekends. Pegasus Therapeutic riding, 
whose mission is to provide the thera-
peutic benefits of horseback riding and 
other equine-assisted activities to physi-
cally, emotionally, and developmentally 
challenged individuals at facilities and 
stables in the states of connecticut and 
New York, will be one of several local and 
equestrian charities benefiting from the 
Old salem Farm spring horse shows. 
The Old salem Farm horse shows are 
a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization.

For more information: Old salem 
Farm, 190 June road, North salem, NY 
01560; telephone: (914) 669-5610, or 
visit www.oldsalemfarm.net 

Old Salem Farm Spring Horse Shows

New York Civic is 
proud to present several 
fascinating free events 
in the coming weeks. 

For details of all of these events, keep 
reading.

But first, we are asking our readers if 
any of you have items valued at $100 or 
more that you would be willing to donate 
to an online auction New York Civic will 
be holding soon to help fund six fellow-
ships that we will be awarding this year 
to support investigative reporting in 
New York state. Two of the fellowships 
will go to undergraduate students, two 
to graduate students, and two to profes-
sional journalists and bloggers. We have 
already received a generous amount of 
merchandise, but the more we collect the 

bigger the cash awards we will be able 
to grant. If you have any goods, services, 
event tickets, or if you can offer a private 
tour or meal with a celebrity, please 
contact morgan@nycivic.org at your 
earliest convenience. all donations will 
be tax-deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by the law.

Now, on to the Free events:

MARCH 29 - 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. at 
Iguana Lounge (240 West 54th 
Street)

New York civic, in association 
with democratic Leadership for the 
21st century and the New York Young 
republican club, presents a thoroughly 
nonpartisan event:

“BehINd The BYLINes: an 
evening with NYc’s Top Young Political 

reporters”
With special guests:
celeste Katz (NY Daily News), azi 

Paybarah (NY Observer), edward-Isaac 
dovere (City Hall Newspaper), and more 
to be announced; moderated by Morgan 
Pehme (New York Civic)

To rsVP for this event or get more 
info, email morgan@nycivic.org or call 
212-564-4441

MARCH 26 – 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
at Jack Martins Office in NASSAU 
COUNTY

New roosevelt Initiative, with 
co-sponsor New York civic, launches a:

“raLLY FOr redIsTrIcTING 
reFOrM!”

come out to Long Island to urge 
senator Jack M. Martins (senate district 
7) to keep his pledge in support of an 
independent redistricting commission.

Transportation out to Long Island 
and lunch are Free. To rsVP for this 
event or get more info, email morgan@
nycivic.org or call 212-564-4441.

APRIL 10th and APRIL 30th – 11 
a.m. – 12 p.m. in MANHATTAN and 

BROOKLYN
New York civic, in association 

with the american association for 
the advancement and appreciation of 
animals in art and architecture (7a) 
and the NY chapter of the american 
society of Landscape architects, 
presents:

“aNIMaL archITecTure 
saFarIs”

Take a free one-hour walking tour of 
some of Brooklyn and Manhattan’s most 
stunning examples of animal and plant 
imagery.

Manhattan safari: sunday, april 
10, 11 a.m. starts at 86th street and 
Park avenue, co-led by New York civic 
President henry stern and robert 
arthur King, author of “animals in 
stone: architectural sculpture in New 
York city”

Brooklyn safari: saturday, april 30, 
11 a.m. starts at the Brooklyn Public 
Library steps, eastern Parkway at Grand 
army Plaza, co-led by landscape archi-
tect Marcha Johnson and robert arthur 
King, author of “animals in stone: 
architectural sculpture in New York 
city”

To rsVP for this event or get more 
info, email morgan@nycivic.org or call 
212-564-4441.

 NEW YORK CIVIC  CALENDAR

Free Events and Cash Fellowships from New York Civic
By Henry J. Stern

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the 
Editor will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits. A 
maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.

www.oldsalemfarm.net 
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Keep your head down 
and left arm straight, no 
it’s not a new yoga posi-
tion, but a golfing tip, as 
Westchester county’s 

six public golf courses are now open and 
ready for action…

so, I guess the census 2010 Bureau 
is correct, that there has been a slight 
population growth here in northern 
Westchester, I can only tell by the increase 
of the crazy traffic on Bedford road…

The annual Bedford hills 
Neighborhood association (BhNa) 
meeting is scheduled at the community 
house on Monday, March 28 at 7pm.  
They will be discussing upcoming events 
and fundraisers, as well as the intentions 
for funds raised, such as a student scholar-
ships…it should be well worth the time…

More Bedford hills news… Last 
spring, BhNa sponsored the first 5K 
run though the hamlet.  The dedicated 
run for the hills committee worked 
hard to organize a large group of runners, 
volunteers, and sponsors.  It was a huge 
success for all who ran and participated.  
run For the hills is scheduled this year 
for saturday, april 2 at 8:30 am begin-
ning at the Train depot.  runners and 
walkers (No strollers, please!) may pre-
register for $20 at acTIVe.com or the 
morning of the event at 8:00 am for $25.  

Volunteers are always needed to help on 
the day of the race contact Janet Jacobson 
at bhna10507@aol.com  to help out or for 
more info.  

congratulations are in order as 
Neighbors Link celebrates their 10th anni-
versary.  The Link has classes in computer 
and english as a second language and 
even has job postings.  Neighbors Link is 
located at 27 columbus ave. in Mount 
Kisco, keep up the great work…

On a sad note, alan Bramson, founder 
of Bramson Music and the Mount Kisco 
school of Music recently passed away.  
Many music lovers and potential artists 
have been touched by Mr. Bramson’s 
legacy; my three daughters all rented 
their musical instruments from Bramson 
Music.

roar!!!  The Pound ridge Lions 
club is looking for 2011 graduating high 
school students to apply for their annual 
community service award.  here’s a 
hint, their motto is “We serve.”

here’s an annual event you won’t want 
to miss, great buys and great prices… 
gee, it sounds like a commercial…but 
it’s almost that time again for the annual 
rummage sale at the First Presbyterian 
church of Katonah.

This miraculous community event 
takes place the first week of May with 
outdoor sales starting Monday May 1st 

and the indoor sales Thursday May 5th 
to the 7th.

congratulations to Byram hills as 
they won the class a high school Boys 
Basketball title with their win over Pearl 
river at the Westchester county center.  
Way to go Bobcats…

she shoots she scores! The 
Manhattanville women’s hockey 
team is heading to the Ncaa 
tournament by winning the ecac 
east Tournament championship 
game against number one seeded 
Norwich.  Way to go Valiants…

speaking of hockey, the 
Bedford Bears will hold tryouts 
in early april at the harvey rink 
in Katonah. check out www.
bedfordbearshockey.com for more 
information.

Just a reminder, if you have not 
yet registered for KGBs softball 
do so in the next two weeks. The 
softball registration sight is now 
live at http://kgbs.countmein.
com . KGBs fields teams in three 
divisions from 1st grade to 9th 
grade. sadly this is the first time 
in 13 years that we will not have 
a daughter on the field and we 
will miss the camaraderie and the 
competition greatly.  Volunteers 
are welcome to join the fun. a 
coaches meeting is scheduled for 
March 23 at 7:00 pm in st. Pat’s 
cafeteria.

and finally, spring has sprung 
or at least for all the northern 

Westchester spring sports teams as prac-
tice started this week.  We want to wish 
all the squads a great spring season… 

That will wrap it up for this edition of 
“News & Notes.”

“We are The champions,” the highly 
popular show, highlights almost all phases 
of  Ballroom dancing in showcase presen-
tations in two 50-minutes acts. returning, 
are the youngsters anna and Patryk who 
are currently one of the most sought-after 
dance teams in america. They join  five 
other World and american champion 
couples.   The dance world is buzzing to 
see whether or not anna (Kaczmarski) 
and Patryk (Ploszaj) will be the next 
Ginger rogers-Fred astaire dancing 
sensations. The New York-based dancers, 
now age 13.

Two-time World Professional 
10-dance champions (Latin & Ballroom) 
and four-time National  champions 

Gherman Mustuc and Iveta Lukosiute 
return with exciting new presentations. 

Igor Litvinov and Julia Ivleva are 
the winners of 60 professional events in 
america since arriving from Moscow. 

recent winners of the u.s. cabaret 
championship in Vegas are Plamen 
danailov and Tina Gerova who repre-
sent Bulgaria where they are the five-time 
undefeated Latin champions. 

audience favorites, dmitri and 
svetlana Ostashkin of ardsley, NY, 
were twice the Latin champions of 
eastern europe and Grand Finalists for 
the World showdance crown held in 
shanghai, china, when they represented 
russia. They own the New York dance 

center in ardsley where they teach and 
coach. 

Ivan Terrazas and sara Grdanare 
known for their sensuous dancing chem-
istry in argentine Tango,  performed 
to huge acclaim in New York city 
center’s Fall dance Festival and were 
featured dancers with the Pan american 
symphony Orchestra.

Photos by and courtesy of  Bob Beslove.

Tickets are $75 per person plus tax, and it 
includes served dinner featuring your choice 
from six entrees. Dinner at 6 p.m. Showtime 
is 8 p.m.  To reserve contact the box office at 
(914) 592- 2222.  Or visit: www.broad-
waytheatre.com

 ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

“We Are The Champions” Return to The Westchester Broadway Theatre

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By Mark Jeffers
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Over 100 supporters 
gathered in Yorktown last 
Tuesday night to show 
their solidarity with union 

members in Wisconsin who had just been 
stripped of bargaining powers by their 
state legislators.

Yorktown protesters brandished 
signs and posters that said “defend the 
american dream!” signatures were solic-
ited for a petition entitled “Our Promise 
to defend the dream” and will be deliv-
ered to Governor cuomo. The petition 
opposes the attacks on workers’ rights and 
overall federal budget cuts that will realize 
job cuts for some  700,000 workers as well 
as numerous public programs.

The rally was organized by MoveOn.
Org in response to the historic Wisconsin 
bill that limits collective bargaining of 
wages for most public employees. It was 
signed a few weeks ago by Wisconsin 

Governor scott Walker. The bill has 
galvanized a nationwide grass roots 
movement by union members, especially 
teachers. Next week Wisconsin will sign 
the bill into law which will greatly reduce 
the collective bargaining powers of about 
175,000 public employees who are union 
members and it will automatically place 
a cap on wages. The new law will also 
lower the annual pensions that are part 
of the Wisconsin’s retirement system and 
raise the amount of health care insurance 
premiums. unions and workers across the 
country opposed similar bills that could 
become laws on a  state and federal level.  

“congress must think we’re really 
stupid if they think they can cut so many 
jobs and offer unemployment as a solu-
tion. how is that a solution?” said Patty 
Peckham, a Yorktown resident, farm 
owner and co-chair of GreenYorktown. 
“If they cut education programs for our 

kids, how is that a solution? supporters 
of this inhumane budget are delusional.”

Former congressman John hall got 
thunderous applause as he climbed up 
to the microphone. hall, a democrat 
who represented the 19th congressional 
district from 2007 to 2011, lost his seat in 
November to republican Nan hayworth.   
donning a bright yellow ski cap, hall 
explained “This is the closest thing I 
could come up with to a cheese hat in 

solidarity with the people of Wisconsin.”  
after leading the crowd in the Pledge 

of allegiance, hall pointed out how our 
liberties are being threatened by repre-

Continued on page 17
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Mount Kisco, NY -- Grand Prix New 
York (GPNY), Westchester’s premiere 
indoor karting and entertainment facility, 
will host a public fundraising event bene-
fiting the Mount Kisco Fire department’s 
9/11 memorial. The event will take place 
on Thursday, March 31st, from 5:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. and is open to residents of 
all ages.

The Mount Kisco Fire department 
consists of four companies and numerous 
firefighters who participated in New 
York city clean-up and fundraising in 
the aftermath of 9/11. rich alexander, a 
retired NYc Fireman and active volun-
teer of Mount Kisco’s Independent Fire 
company, and Paul Felice, President of 
the Mount Kisco Mutual engine and 
hose company #1, are both local busi-
ness owners and the driving force behind 
the creation of the 9/11 memorial.

The memorial is set to be placed on 
the north side of the Mount Kisco Public 
Library and will feature two granite 
towers rising from a reflective pool; each 
tower will be engraved with the names of 
the 343 brave firefighters who lost their 
lives on 9/11. The memorial is being 

constructed and financed solely by volun-
teer labor and donations of all sizes from 
local firefighters, residents, and businesses. 
Large donors will receive their names on 
bronze plaques at the memorial site.

“I have a great amount of respect 
for our firefighters and their willingness 
to selflessly put their lives on the line at 
a moment’s notice,” said Nat Mundy, 
GPNY Vice President. “hosting this 
fundraiser will further the efforts of the 
Mount Kisco 9/11 memorial and Grand 
Prix New York is honored to contribute.” 
In addition to the March 31st racing fund-
raiser, the Mount Kisco Fire department 
is also raffling off a 2010 camaro ss. 
“Grand Prix New York has generously 
offered to display the car inside of their 
state-of-the-art facility,” said George 
arco, a member of the Mutual engine 
and hose company #1. raffle tickets can 
be purchased at Grand Prix New York 
during business hours. The winner of the 
camaro will be chosen in a drawing on 
saturday, april 2nd, at the Green street 
firehouse’s annual spaghetti dinner or 
when the 500th ticket is sold. 

For those interested in attending the 

9/11 memorial fundraiser at Grand Prix 
New York in Mount Kisco, the fund-
raiser donation fee for adults 21 and over 
is $50 in advance, $60 on the day of the 
event. This includes professional racing 
instruction and two races to be used on 
the night of the event or during a future 
visit, use of the billiard tables, a catered 
buffet dinner, and three hours of beer and 
wine service. For guests under 21, the 
fee is $25 in advance, $30 on the day of, 
which includes two races per guest, use 
of the billiard tables, two arcade tokens, 
a catered buffet dinner, and all-you-can-
drink soda and juice.

Please note that minors attending the 
fundraiser and intending to race must have 
signed GPNY parental consent forms and 
a copy of parent/guardian photo I.d. if 
parent/guardian is not present. all drivers 
must sign waivers and wear closed toed 
shoes. For more information about this 
event, contact Grand Prix New York at 
914-241-3131.

Grand Prix New York racing 
(GPNY) is one of the largest indoor 
racing, social entertainment, and corpo-
rate event venues in Westchester county, 
NY. centrally located in the Village 
of Mount Kisco, GPNY is a unique 
117,000-square-foot facility offering 
two state-of-the-art racetracks for all 
ages, special events services, restau-
rant and bar, award winning catering, 
conference rooms, and more. GPNY is 
actively involved in community outreach 
including a partnership with the survive 
the drive program, a safe driver training 
course offered in 54 area high schools. 

For more information about GPNY, visit 
their website at www.gpny.com.

Mount Kisco Fire Department’s 9/11 Memorial Fundraiser Hosted by Grand Prix New York

Union Solidarity Rally in Yorktown
By Abby Luby

Former Congressman John Hall speaking at 
the Yorktown rally last week supporting union 

members.

Protesters at the Yorktown rally supporting 
union members last week,

www.gpny.com.
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Continued from page 16

sentatives in Washington. “These are 
the same people that are trying to take 
away our freedom to organize and to 
speak the way we would prefer to.” 

hall spoke about the importance of 
unions.  “This is all of our fight – union 
people or non union people. union 

regulations have set the bar and everyone 
has benefited.   as far as I’m concerned, 
the battle is not over.” 

as the crowd grew, cars along 
Veterans road honked loudly at the large  
banner on the sidewalk that said “dream 
the american dream”

aaron Trummer, teacher and admin-
istrator in the Mahopac center school 

district, told the crowd how he trekked 
out to Wisconsin to help organize union 
protests and draft a pro union bill. 

“Let me tell you something,” said 
Trummer. “Governors  Walker, cuomo, 
christie and Governor scott all came to 
office believing that their states were open 
for business, not open for quality of life. 
Not open for education. Not open for 
anything that would better the working 
man.”

Other speakers included county 
Legislator Mike Kaplowitz and 
councilman Jim Martorano. a teacher’s 
rally was planned the next day at the train 
station in Yonkers. 

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance 
journalist who writes about current, local 
news, environmental issues, art entertain-
ment and food.

Union Solidarity Rally in Yorktown

 SOUNDS OF BLUE

Violinist Sugarcane Harris is fired 
up during this 1973 studio session for 
MPs (now available for the first time 
on cd).  Guitarist Harvey Mandel’s 
picture on the disc is hilarious with its 
black bar covering his eyes. My guess is 
there might have been previous contrac-
tual issues. The original LP had Mandel 
credited as the “mystery guest.” also 
on the sessions are keyboardist Dewey 
Terry from the classic Don & Dewey 
recordings, plus bassist extraordinaire 
Larry Taylor, the recently deceased 
drummer Paul Lagos, guitarist Randy 
Resnick, bassist Victor Conte, Jr., and 
Richard Aplan on sax. all five instru-
mental tunes were authored by harris. 
he also co-produced this fine effort with 
Jerry Fox.

Flying right out of the gate is the 
appropriately titled “runnin’ away” 
where harris’ opening notes and solo are 
furious and intense. Terry’s piano solo is 
much more mundane in tempo but tasty, 
resnick’s guitar antics are very crafty, 
and Larry Taylor’s bass lines along with 
Lagos’ drumming are neatly aligned.

“hattie’s Bathtub” is both gorgeous 
and wild. harris’ playing is dynamic, and 
Mandel is also sharp with his expres-
sive guitar solo and some heady guitar 
tapping. The tune closes with harris and 
Mandel frantically riffing off each other’s 
solos, stunning! 

closing side one on of this “two-
sided album” is a wild jam, “Bad Feet,” 
that sounds like a song that could have 

taken place during the third set of club 
gig. everyone is bubbling with creativity. 
Lagos’ drumming is percolating with 
conte’s bass, sugar cane is driving hard, 
and Mandel’s guitar is right there with 
all the scrumptious fills and leads. 

side two starts with the lengthy title 
track cocking in at 14:21. There’s a beau-
tiful introduction to the theme of the 
song, but ever so slowly things begin to 
broil.  Then like a supersonic jet harris 
lifts off and into the stratosphere, and 
the band rolls. Things do simmer down 
for resnick’s clever guitar solo, aplan’s 
sax takes the tune out a bit, and Terry’s 
piano playing off the sax is sympathetic 
and intuitive. additionally, Taylor is 
given the opportunity to take a bass solo, 
after which sugarcane steps back into 
the cockpit and away they go!  The finale, 
“Generation of Vipers,” is another late-
night and funky jam. It features unique 
rhythm playing from harris’ violin, and 
Mandel is a little dissonant sounding 
much as he was on his groundbreaking 
Shangrenade recording that featured 
almost the same band assembled here. 

harris’ career started as the guitar 
playing half of the 1950s rock duo don 
& dewey. Fortunate for us sugarcane 
switched from guitar and picked up 
the violin.  harris also toured and/
or recorded with John Lee Hooker, 
Frank Zappa, Johnny Otis, Freddie 
Roulette, Charles Wright, Harvey 
Mandel, John Mayall, and the short-
lived Pure Food & Drug Act with 

Mandel, Lagos, conte, and resnick. 
harris also has several recordings cred-
ited to his name mostly on this same 
MPs record label. he had many lengthy 
battles with pulmonary disease. at sixty-
one years of age he was found dead in his 
Los angeles home in 1999.

Kudos to the Promising Music label 
for its exquisite and distinctive pack-
aging. The disc looks like a mini LP 
colored in black with what looks like the 
original vinyl. There are thoughtful and 
insightful liner notes printed on high 
quality and glossy paper by the label’s 
consul Bodo Jacoby, plus the orig-
inal LP liner notes, and recent quotes 

offered by guitarist randy resnick that 
added a lot of background information 
previously unknown. The mastering is 
also delightful. This disc sounds ultra-
clear. every instrument jumps out of 
your speakers and right into your ears. 
This type of high quality effort is rarely 
seen by any current recording label and 
needs to be applauded!

Bob Putignano  is a contributing editor to 
BluesWax, The Westchester Guardian, and 
Yonkers Tribune. Check out his website at 
www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE 
By Bob Putignano

Sugar Cane Harris  “Cup Full of Dreams”

www.SoundsofBlue.com
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If you enjoy a good 
drag show—or even if you 
merely tolerate it---the 
australian musical 

Priscilla, Queen of the Desert may well be 
for you. It is camp, which my dictionary 
defines as “having deliberately artifi-
cial, vulgar, banal or affectedly humorous 
qualities or styles.” There is high camp, 
such as The Importance of Being Earnest or 
La Cage aux Folles; there is low camp, such 
as charles Ludlam’s Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom. Priscilla is somewhere in between, 
say, middle-high camp. It centers on 
a ride on a gaudy bus from sydney to 
alice springs, undertaken by three gay 
performers--Bernadette, a no longer 
young, high-toned, once famous show-biz 
transvestite; adam, aka Felicia, a petite, 
prototypitcal drag queen; and Tick, aka 
Mitzi, a bisexual absentee husband and 
father—through the australian outback, 
with various comical stops.

They are to perform for a fortnight at 
the casino run by Tick’s wife, but having a 
no less gay old time doing their vaudville-
style numbers in assorted locations along 
the road with designations like Broken 
hill, The road to Nowhere, The Middle 

of Nowhere,  Woop Woop and The Back 
Beyond, where they get involved in sundry 
imbroglios. Based on an australian movie, 
the show was written by stephen elliott 
and allan scott, and has a score of songs 
from all over, pressed into service in the 
Mamma Mia manner.

They travel in a psychedelic bus 
named Priscilla, which changes colors and 
cavorts onstage, and is a bona fide jocular 
presence. so too are the three principals 
as they tease and kid one another, and 
also pick up Bob, an older innkeeper. his 
young wife, cynthia, carries on like a 
demented firecracker, whom he seems not 
unwilling to get away from.

The badinage is not unclever, the 
dance and comedy numbers are zesty—
adam even does a fairly credible rendering 
of “sempre libera” from La traviata—and 
a chorus of choice oddballs that includes 
a woman roughly five by five contributes 
busyness and local color. The extraor-
dinary costumes by Tim chappel and 
Lizzy Gardiner are full of surprises, going 
from mildly outrageous to unbridledly 
fantastical, as when some of the charac-
ters turn into swarthy ostriches. There are 
also three cloud-riding divas, a girl group 
periodically flown in from above, wearing 
progressively snazzier costumes.

The humor, often insult comedy, is 
along the lines of Bernadette’s “I wont have 
to pack, all the bags are under my eyes”; or 

adam to Bernadette about her bust, “Nice 
surgery. how many silicones died for that 
set of headlights?” Or this, from Tick to 
adam: “You know there are two things I 
don’t like about you, Felicia. Your face. so 
how about shutting both of them?”

The actors are fine. The american 
Nick adams (adam/Felicia) is the kind of 
little squirt that gets under your skin and 
stops only at the heart; fellow american 
Will swenson (Tick) neatly balances on 
the edge between sexualities; and the 
veteran australian actor Tony sheldon is 
simply sensational in whatever he does.

Jerry Mitchell appears to have refur-
bished ross coleman’s choreography to 
good effect, and simon Phillips has redi-
rected a slightly deaustralianized version 
with international bravura, letting every-
thing hang out as well as hang together.

Hello Again is a musical with words 
and music by Michael John La chiusa 
“suggested by” arthur schnitzler’s Reigen, 
a masterly austrian sexual whirligig, for 
some reason known hereabouts as La 
Ronde rather than in english as Round 
Dance. It is a series of dialogues each 
including a short blackout for sexual 
intercourse, involving each character in 
two different successive relationships, 
with the last one returning to the whore 
from the initial scene (a&B, B&c, c&d 
and so on.) In short, a chain of sex. 

Lachiusa has updated, americanized 
and partly homosexualized the scenes, 
which does not particularly impress me 
beyond the director’s choice of baring 
a number of male bottoms. Lachiusa’s 
forte is music, modern, individual, and 
effective; he should leave the words 
to someone else. Transport Group 
Theatre company’s artistic director, 
Jack cummings III has staged it on the 
vast floor of an unnamed photographer’s 
studio in Greenwich Village, with the 
actors moving among the tables of the 
spectators and sometimes sitting down 
with them.

alan campbell, as a senator, is the 
only well-known actor, but all are at 
least competent, with only Nikka Graff 
Lanzarone annoyingly smug as the whore.

everything, including the chore-
ography, has a bare-bones, home-made 
quality, with audibility not a prime concern. 
But the six-piece band does handsomely 
enough, and the general informality may 
please you, as the music most likely will. 
(www.transportgroup.org.)

encores!, a series of semi-staged 
rivals of musicals past at New York’s city 
center, which offers five performances, has 
mounted the Geoge abbott-Frank Loesser 
musical Where’s Charley? based on Brandon 
Thomas’s 1892 farce Charley’s Aunt..

It is funny and tuneful, soundly 
directed by John doyle, inventively 
choreographed by alex sanchez, and 
rousingly conducted by rob Berman.  
rob Mcclure is winning in the partly 
transvestite lead as an Oxford under-
graduate obliged to impersonate his aunt, 
and there are good performances by the 
young cast headed by sebastian arcelus, 
Lauren Worsham and Jill Paice. But 
older performers are splendid too, notably 
rebecca Luker and howard McGillin, 
and there is as much here for the young at 
heart as for the old in sophistication.

John simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. 
he reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review and Washington Post. he 
has written profiles for Vogue, Town and 
Country, Departures and Connoisseur and 
produced 17 books of collected writings. 
Mr. simon holds a Phd from harvard 
university in comparative Literature 
and has taught at MIT, harvard 
university, Bard college and Marymount 
Manhattan college. To learn more, visit 
the Johnsimon-uncensored.com website.

 EYE ON THEATRE

Triple Play 
By John Simon

www.westchesterguardian.com
www.transportgroup.org.
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LEGAL NOTICES CLASSIFIED ADS
Underhill Capital Advisors LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 7/3/2008.  Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to P.O. Box 785 Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful activity.  

R Patisserie LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
01/27/2011.  Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Webster Avenue #17 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Phyllis A. Patrick & Associates, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 11/30/2010. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 1717 
Purchase Street Purchase, NY 
10577. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Common Area Maintenance Solu-
tions LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/14/2011.  
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity.  
Registered Agent: United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th 
Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228

Mcbride Business Venture, LLC 
Authority filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 12/29/10. Office loca-
tion: Westchester Co. LLC formed in 
Wyoming (WY) on 10/19/10. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Teton Agents, Inc. 575 S. Wil-
low St, P.O. Box 1226 Jackson, WY 
83001. WY address of LLC: 575 S. 
Willow St, P.O. Box 1226 Jackson, 
WY 83001. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
WY Secy. of State, 200 W 24th St 
Cheyenne, WY 82002. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Glowspa LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/2/2010.  
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 38 
B Parker Ave. Stamford, CT 06906. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Westchester Jewelers & Pawn-
brokers, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/6/2006.  
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Barbara 
Buoninfante 685 Esplanade Pelham 
Manor, NY 10803. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Icartridge LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/7/2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC P.O. 
Box 333 Hartsdale, NY 10530. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Blueluxe LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/9/2011.  
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Joshua 
Friedman 25 Lake St Apt 5F White 
Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity. 

Fidelity Tax Services LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/7/2010.  Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC 64 Morningside Ave Yon-
kers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity. 
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Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. 
store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Con-
tact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Office Space Available-  
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 
914.632.1230

914-576-1481
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