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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. 

to 12 Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOnthe-
Level. Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and 
bribery allegations, programming with be suspended for the week of March 12 to 15, 
2012. Friday, March 16th guests will be announced. Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are 
co-hosts of the show.

 

Some Erroneous Inferences Deduced 
in Telling of Yonkers Corruption Trial
By HEZI ARIS

Some of our readers have deduced erroneous inferences with regard to the telling of the Yonkers 
corruption trial, specifically after reading the article, “Yonkers Corruption Trial” By Hezi Aris. At 
issue for some is the role of Dr. Nader Sayegh, who stood as the standardbearer of the Westchester 
integrity Group in his challenge to unseat Dr. Giulio Cavallo, chair of the Westchester County 
Independence Party. Known perjurer, liar, and disbarred lawyer Anthony Mangone asserted that 
he gave $5,000 to John Khader, a member of the Westchester Integrity Group to coax Dr. Sayegh 
to step down. Prior to any money changing hands, Dr. Sayegh removed himself from the political 
contest. Neither Dr. Sayegh, nor Dr. Cavallo were involved in any wrong doing.

http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
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By RICH MONETTI
Hip Hop fashion sounds exactly 
like something that hangs low 
around the waste and makes the 
rest of the world shake its head. 
Lucknor DomPeirre’s clothing 
line in the genre in question does 

neither and puts young people in position to 
project something much more important than 
rebellion when they hit the streets to impress for 
school, business or a night out.

“We try to bring it back to early Hip Hop 
where people used to carry themselves in a re-
spectful manner,” says White Plains fashion de-
signer and founder of Highly Humble.

Often in trouble as a kid himself, the Hai-
tian born immigrant also made sure his attire had 
something to say as a student at White Plains 
High School in the mid 90s. “I always wanted to 
come up with something on my own and if you 
asked me what it was, I would say, ‘This is me, 
right here,’” he remembers.

Luckily, he left the wrong half of himself be-
hind and took his fashion passion into the future. 
Still, relegated to working out of his home, Mr. 
DomPierre is proud of where he has come with 
his jackets, t-shirts, jeans, skirts, sweatshirts, hats, 

shorts and kid’s clothing since kicking the busi-
ness off in 2007. “From just selling t-shirts on the 
street,” he says, “we’ve had a number of shows 
and have had exposure on both TV and radio.”

In turn, he sees the following growing as he 
dials up Facebook every day and then feeds di-
rectly off of the social explosion. “To see that they 
are inspired by what I am doing gives me great 
motivation,” he says.

Another young person close to him does 
that in spades and provided the spark he first 
needed to get on the right track. “Whatever I 
do it reflects on her,” he says of his 12 year old 
daughter, “so that’s what really made me change.”

It also clearly demonstrates a successful ex-

ample for her to strive for. At the same time, no 
longer being the problem child destined to head 
nowhere is a source of pride he can personally 
strut at home. “It is great to have my family be-
lieve in me,” he says.

He’s not immune either to the positive re-
inforcement implied by all those that have gone 
bipedal (for free) on the cat walk at his fashion 
shows. “I have all these young people modeling 
my work, it’s better than money,” he says as he 
prepares for the 4th annual Young, Gifted and 
Talented Showcase on Merrick Boulevard in 
Springfield Gardens on April 21st.

As humbling as this is, he still needed a 
break from his past to put the finishing touch-
es on the idea. Initially called Highly Hated, 
his probation officer thought the brand name 
sounded off. “You wouldn’t want something that 
says hate on the back because kids will look up 
to it,” he recalls.

He then went with Highly Humble and 
that obviously fell more in line with the vibe 
he wanted to project. Without the adjustment, 
it also might have canceled the step forward 
retro hip hop has over its troubled offspring. 
“Once you have your pants that way, you’re be-
ing judged,” he said. “We’re trying to show them 

something else that allows them to be respected 
as young men and women who may own busi-
nesses themselves one day.

A self-sufficient inkling he doesn’t keep 
contained to the mainland. DomPeirre has a 
cousin who lives and does fashion related busi-
ness in Haiti. “She’s seen my work on Facebook 
and would like to create manufacturing opportu-
nities for Haitians with Highly Humble. For me 
to be able to play a role - give somebody some-
thing to do over there - It would be a blessing, 
he says.”

Given how he feels about the people he left 
behind at the age of 11, this is highly under-
standable. “They are humble people, hardwork-
ing and always take care of what they have to 
take care of, he says.

All told, it would seem that taking care of 
business will continue taking care of him and all 
his humble hopes.

For more info http://facebook.com/High-
lyHumble
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a free-
lance writer in Westchester since 2003 and works 
part time in the after school program at Mt. Kisco 
Childcare. You can find more of his stories at www. 
rmonetti.blogspot.com.

White Plains Fashion Designer is Humble about his Clothing Line
GovernmentSection

By MARK JEFFERS
It’s that time of year again, 
March Madness is in full 
swing and I am not talking 
about spring cleaning, but 
college hoops, the only thing 
crazier than March Madness 

is not reading this week’s, “News and Notes…”
My family was very happy to hear that the 

Katonah Village Library is once again open 
on Sundays.   The library recently received an 
anonymous donation, and has used the money 
to help keep the library open Sundays from 1 
pm to 5 pm.

Speaking of libraries, the Bedford Hills Free 
Library is honoring our good friend Bedford 
Hills resident Peter Costello, owner of Hilltop 
Wines & Spirits in Chappaqua. Peter has gener-
ously donated wines to several library fundraisers 
and shared his expertise at a tasting at their re-
cent ART in the Afternoon event. In apprecia-
tion, library trustees recently awarded Peter with 
their 2012 Community Partner Award. Thank 
you, Peter, for being such a good friend to the 
library.  

This fundraiser sounds like a blast, “La 
Dolce Vita,” will be held on March 24th at the 
Whippoorwill Club in Armonk with proceeds 
going to My Second Home, a facility that pro-
vides daytime programs for seniors in Mount 
Kisco. The event will have all of the ingredients 
for a great time, including a cocktail hour, din-
ing and dancing and a raffle tossed in for good 
measure.

My wife and her friend Terri have tried 
Zumba and have told me I am banned from all 
area classes, I guess they have seen me dance…
but you may want to check out Club Fit in Bri-
arcliff as they are offering a Zumba class with a 
friend though April 30th, call 914-762-3444 for 
details.

Over in Peekskill at the Flat Iron Gallery, 
they are showing the “Winged Odyssey II,” a 
solo art exhibit for local artist Stephen Rengstorf 
through March 31st.

Here’s another enticing exhibit, “The Color 
of Light,” from White Plains artist and teacher 
Susan Stillman will be presented on March 25th 
at the Gallery in the Park at Ward Pound Ridge 
Reservation in Cross River.

Not sure how I can miss this event…100 

top restaurants, 200 world class wines, four days 
of fantastic food and fun, that’s what happening 
at the Westchester’s Wine and Food Weekend 
on May 17 – 20 at the Ritz Carlton in Rye 
Brook.

The Schoolhouse Theater and Gallery in 
Croton Falls will present “Blooms and Bottles,” 
works by local artists through March 25th.

Grab a trowel and head to Stone Barns 
Center for Food and Agriculture in Pocantico 
Hills for the “Wild Food and Ecology Tour with 
Wildman Steve Brill,” on March 25th.

Good news for our friends at the Northern 
Westchester Hospital as they recently opened a 
brand new radiology-imaging suite. 

The Pound Ridge Library continues the 
series “Building Together/Growing Together,” 
a community project celebrating the library’s 60 
years of service on March 22nd and 29th.

It’s always good to hear when a local fire-
house gets a renovation, and that is happening at 
the Katonah Fire House, good luck and keep up 
the great work you do…

The annual Rummage Sale presented by 
our very own First Presbyterian Church of Ka-
tonah will take place this spring from April 29th 
through May 5th. So, get ready to pick up some 
great treasures that fun filled week.

“I got a horse right here,” not really, but the 

John Jay High School Theater Workshop is pre-
senting “Guys and Dolls,” with music and lyrics 
by Frank Loesser and book by Jo Swerling and 
Abe Burrows at the John Jay High School The-
ater March 22 – 24.

Since 1992, the Community Center of 
Northern Westchester has been dedicated to 
helping neighbors in need by sharing the essen-
tials of living. With the support of 29 Commu-
nity Partners, and the generosity and volunteer 
power of residents from all over Northern West-
chester, they offer food and clothing, as well as 
other programs designed to meet the needs of 
those living in the Northern Westchester com-
munity.

Hopefully, everyone has set their clocks 
ahead one hour, as in spring forward, if not, you 
probably missed a lot of meetings, but I must ad-
mit, it sure is nice to have more daylight…spring 
fever is upon us…see you next week.
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch of 
MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008. 
As president he has seen rapid growth of the company 
with the signing of numerous clients. He resides in 
Bedford Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
 CALENDAR

http://www.facebook.com/HighlyHumble
http://www.facebook.com/HighlyHumble
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

CALENDAR

YONKERS, NY -- The Chaminade Music 
Club of Yonkers is to present a concert per-
formed by several talented and accomplished 
members of the organization. The concert will 
take place at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, April 3, 2012 at 
the Grinton I. Will Library, 1500 Central Park 
Avenue , Yonkers, N Y, and will last about one 
hour without intermission.

The featured performers are soprano, Joyce 
Henery, flutist Mina Crasson and pianists Judy 
Skoog, Faith Liberman, Hyla Melnikk and Jo-
sephine Caruso. The program will include music 
by Mozart, Brahms, Dvorak, and Chaminade 

among others. It will also include original com-
positions by Liberman and Hart.

The public is welcome to attend the concert 
at 2 p.m. Non-members will be asked for a sug-
gested donation of $5. The audience is invited to 
meet the artist at a reception immediately fol-
lowing the concert.
For more information or directions, call program 
chairperson at (914) 965-5232 or co-presidents 
Marcia Klein (914) 631-6674 and Judith Skoog 
(914) 948-6775.

Chaminade Music Club Presents 
A Members Concert

By BARBARA BARTON SLOANE
Cuba Beckons! The Pelham 
Art Center invites you to the 
sizzle and romance of Old Ha-
vana for an evening filled with 
live Cuban music and dancing, 
sumptuous dining, drinks and 

cigar rolling. Salsa dancers will perform and also 
teach you their hottest moves – and all this fun 
is in support of the arts through Pelham Art 
Center’s major fundraiser. The event will auc-
tion international and local artists’ work as well 
as an NFL Super Bowl XLVI Football signed 
by Eli Manning and many other exciting items. 
“Havana Nights” will fire up the spring season 
on Saturday, March 31 at the nearby historic 
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses, 870 
Shore Road, Bronx.

The Spring Benefit benefits the art pro-
grams serving more than 16,000 adults and 
children in Westchester County and parts of 
the Bronx with high quality, free public art pro-
grams, exhibitions and events as well as a wide 
range of affordable art classes for children, youth 
and adults. The Art Center also provides ac-
cess to the arts for children, adults and families 
that might otherwise not participate because of 
challenges due to finances, location or disabili-

ties. The Center is committed to the belief that 
the public’s access and participation strengthens 
communities and fosters life-long engagement 
in the arts.

Make your reservations for an evening of 
Cuban romance and fun. Individual tickets are 
$185 (El Vecino, individual Gala ticket price); 
$350 (El Gobernador, 1 ticket and acknowl-
edgement in journal), $700 (El Presidente, 2 
tickets and acknowledgement in journal) or 
$2,000 (El Rey, table for 10 and acknowledge-
ment in journal) and can be purchased by phone, 
mail or online. RSVP deadline is March 17 
and seating is limited. Reservations can be ac-
complished online at www.pelhamartcenter.
org/events or call 914-738-2525, ext. 111. For 
more information please email springbenefit@
pelhamatcenter.org.

Courtesy: Bill Brauer, Harvest Moon.

Havana Nights
Pelham Art Center’s 37th Annual Spring Benefit Set For March 31

http://www.pelhamartcenter.org/events%20or%20call%20914-738-2525
http://www.pelhamartcenter.org/events%20or%20call%20914-738-2525
mailto:springbenefit@pelhamatcenter.org
mailto:springbenefit@pelhamatcenter.org
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

By SHERIF AWAD
Leila Albayaty is a vivid 
example of a multi-
disciplinary artist living 
between two cultures, 
perhaps even more. Born 
in the French Bordeaux 
to an Iraqi father and a 

French mother, she first studied the violin, then 
architecture and finally moved to study cinema 
at the Institut des Arts de Diffusion (IAD) in 
Brussels, Belgium. After but a few months, she 
dropped out only to start shooting her first doc-
umentary called Vacances (Holidays), which was 
a video log of a journey across Southern Europe 

inside a Caravan, better known to our Ameri-
can reader as a trailer. Leila also is a songwriter 
and a performance artist who released her first 
record album Dans le Soleil (Under the Sun) 
back in 2006. Among the many songs writ-

ten in French, was a two-minute feature called 
New York written in English. Living betwixt 
and between Berlin and Brussels, Leila, is as 
she is depicted in her two latest films a traveler; 
always in pursuit of inspiration, and true love.
Leila wrote, directed, and alongside her real-
life sister, Hanaa, starred in a short narrative 
called Vu (Seen). Vu was screened before a warm 
and welcoming crowd in the Berlin Film Fes-
tival three years ago. The style of filmmaking 
so endeared Leila to its craft that Leila could 
not help be drawn to permitting the genre to 
define her and she it. Technically, she used dif-
ferent types of cameras, digital, cellphones and 
35mm. From the narrative side, she melded her 
personal experiences with those of real people 
she recollected from her life with fictitious 
characters and imagined scenes. Part drama 
and part documentary, Vu was about a young 
woman who partially lost her memory follow-
ing a car accident, which was something that 
really happened to Leila a few years ago. The 
young woman (also called Leila and played by 
Leila herself ) travels to meet her sister (Leila’s 
real-life sister Hanaa) in Rome, Italy, during the  
summer break. Leila is still confused; plagued 
by the painful memories of an ex-lover. Be-
cause Vu is seen through Leila’s weeping eyes. 
The film ends with the viewer unaware if her 
dream lover is real or simply imagined. Vu was 
awarded a special mention by the jury of the 
Berlinale’s Shorts section for the quality of its 
music - also co-created by Leila.

Leila has been busy shooting her first fea-
ture film, Berlin Telegram, while traveling be-

tween Paris, Brussels, Berlin and Cairo in that 
endeavor. At the same time, she has been tour-
ing the four cities to experiment with different 
pop, rock, contemporary, electro and oriental 
musicians. She intends to write and compose 
an album that will bear the name of the film, 
Berlin Telegram, which is expected to be re-
leased this year. The record contains songs from 
the film’s original soundtrack, interspersed with 
other compositions inspired by her experiences 
while shooting the film.

“For me, Berlin Telegram picked up where 
Vu ended, said Leila. “The opening scene had 
Leila, still a tortured soul, performing sad songs 
in front of live audiences. We notice another 
young lady watching her in tears. It is her sister 
Hanaa. Cutting to the next scene, the following 
morning, we find Leila in receipt of a telegram 
from her ex-boyfriend who decides to leave her 
by sending a telegram instead of saying his final 
goodbye in person. Seeking escape from these 
haunting memories, Leila decides to leave Ber-
lin in quest of inspiration. Her voiceover carries 
us through most of the scenes of Berlin Tele-
gram, becoming a road movie with many char-
acters, artists, actors and musicians, whom she 
meets along the way. Leila tries to tend to her 
aching heart, forgetting the pain by immersing 
herself in more demanding artistic expression 
as an actress. She believes this is the formula 
that will allow her to forget her pain. Who 
knows? She may meet a person who will help 
her eclipse her past during the days the journey 
will have consumed,” noted Leila. “It is a con-
tinuation to Vu given the fact that the two films 

have autobiographical elements. I was trying to 
create something universal based on personal 
stuff. I think real love still exists but it takes time 
to forget the past and find the future. As for the 
actors, some of them appear in the film because 
we are friends. It is a sort of guest appearance,” 
Leila says, while we sat in a small coffee shop 
she had chosen in Berlin last February.

I first met Leila two years ago in Cairo 
(that time, it was a coffee shop with a Nile view) 
when she was shooting the Egyptian scenes for 
Berlin Telegram. With the help of her sister 
Hanaa, and her Belgian producer Julien Siga-
las, she succeeded to get the shots she wanted 
without going through the process of getting 
permits from the various local authorities. They 
were explaining to me how Leila had to cross 
a Cairo street while the camera on the top of a 
building caught her from far way in a long shot.

Back to Berlin, I asked Leila about the dia-
log in the film. It was mostly in French but the 
songs were mostly in English. As for the actors, 
some of them are playing their proper roles. She 
explained: “Everything is still interconnected. 
The songs in the film interpret the scenes and 
vice versa. I write a lot of music and lyrics that 
figure in the film but that people can also dis-
cover in my recordings or in my live shows. 
Although the scenes seem to be improvised, 
there was a finished script and everything was 
prepared beforehand. However the two pro-
cesses of writing films and songs are different 
for me. I write my film in solitude while I work 
on my music in circles with lot of composers 
and lyricists.”

I asked, “Will you continue directing films 
in the style depicted in Berlin Telegram?” Leila 
said, “My next film will be full of humor and 
less lyrical , although I am attracted to making 
films with autobiographical elements.”

Berlin Telegram, the film and the album, 
will be soon be shown to the European audi-
ence and thereafter, hopefully before an Ameri-
can audience.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/video 
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt To-
day Magazine, and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab 
Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, and Va-
riety Arabia, in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Berlin Telegram with Leila in Action.

Berlin Telegram

Vu (seen) with real-life sisters Leila and Hanaa Albayaty.

Leila Albayaty performing her own songs.
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By ABBY LUBY
BUCHANAN, NY -- Last 
week hundreds of people gath-
ered in front of the gates of the 
Indian Point nuclear power plant 
to commemorate the one year 

anniversary of the nuclear catastrophe at Japan’s 
Fukushima Daiichi plants, one of the worst nu-
clear accidents since Chernobyl in 1986. Events 
marking the Fukushima disaster took place across 
the globe to honor those whose lives were lost and 
to reaffirm the dangers of nuclear power.

The ceremony at Indian Point opened with 
a moment of silence at exactly 3:36 pm, the time 
when the Japanese plants and thousands of resi-
dents living near the plant succumbed to a level 
9.0 earthquake, followed by a towering tsunami 
that tore through the Fukushima reactors, eventu-
ally causing meltdowns and widespread radioac-
tive contamination.

In a disturbing testimonial by Noriyuki Kita-
jima, a Japanese Laborer and Union Organizer 
who helped workers clean up the contaminated 
Fukushima plants, people had the rare opportuni-
ty to hear first hand exactly what it was like trying 
to survive. Kitajima, speaking through translator 
Professor Akiva Murakami of Akito University, 
told a stunned crowd that when he started work-
ing at Fukushima Dai-ichi last September, he 
measured radioactivity from workers returning 
from highly contaminated areas and he helped 

them take off their contaminated clothing at the 
end of their shift.

“The highest level I found were 2 mSV after 
working two hours. This is very high. The maxi-
mum for the year is 20 mSV. The government 
has raised the maximum to 100 because of the 
emergency. Once workers have reached this level 

of exposure, they can no longer work at the plant 
for the next four years. What happens to these 
people? They are disposable. They are cast out 
without any benefits ― without any thought to 
their welfare. No medical care, no job, no future. 
The government overlooks them. I am not. I am 
working for benefits for them after they leave the 
plant. It is only fair. I want to change this inhuman 
condition for my colleagues.”

Mark Jacobs, one of the founding members 
of the Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition (IP-
SEC), the key group who organized the event, 
addressed the crowd. “Today we join with people 
in New York City and people around the world 
who mourn thousands of lives lost in a radiologi-
cal catastrophe that goes on to this day.”

Veteran anti nuke protester Connie Hog-

arth of the Connie Hogarth Center for Social 
Action recalled how she started the anti Indian 
Point movement in 1972. “Back then we had a 
shopping list of problems with Indian Point. Then 
Three Mile Island happened.” Hogarth told of 
demonstrations called “Die-Ins” held at the for-
mer gates of Indian Point to represent those killed 
at TMI. “That [anti Indian Point] energy has sus-
tained for 40 years,” she said.

Jacobs thanked his colleagues Marilyn Elie 
and Gary Shaw also of the IPSEC who were key 
in organizing “Fukushima Week,” a week long 
series of events leading up to the commemora-
tion. IPSEC and other anti nuclear organizations 
brought together Japanese experts and Fukushima 
residents with First Responders at Manhattanville 
College and Physicians for Social Responsibility.

Shaw said “Indian Point is not necessary, even 
when its running in the so-called ‘safe mode.’ The 
three counties surrounding Indian Point have 
some of the highest rates of thyroid cancer.”

Continued on page 8

Fukushima Commemoration at Indian Point
 ENERGY  ISSUES

Peacewalkers at the Fukushima 
Commemoration at Indian Point

Redwing Blackbird Theater performing 
in English and Japanese at the Fukushima 

Commemoration at Indian Point

Fukushima Commemorators at Indian Point

Fukushima Commemorators at Indian Point
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By ROGER WITHERSPOON
Japan hasn’t had a captive black 
population to use and abuse. So 
the Burakumin were created 
to fill that economic and social 
vacuum.

If the job is dirty, or dan-
gerous, or carries a social stigma, 

hire the Burakumin. They will take the job. They 
have few options and, like everyone else in Japa-
nese society, need money to live – even in their 
ghettos. Besides, that’s what a permanent “un-
touchable” class is for. It was that way centuries 
ago when the Samurai class created the Bura-
kumin to take care of society’s dirty work. And it 
is that way now, when the wreckage of four nu-
clear reactors at Fukushima Daiichi needs to be 
cleaned up, and the utility does not want to waste 
trained employees on jobs that will contaminate 
them and make them ineligible for further work 
in the nuclear field.

“They are the Throwaway People,” said Yuki 
Tanaka, Research Professor of History at the 
Hiroshima Peace Institute in Japan’s Hiroshima 
City University. “They are the Untouchables.”

The subject of racial discrimination in Japan 

and how it is playing out in a radioactive envi-
ronment emerged during a dinner conversation 
in a restaurant under the elevated subway tracks 
at 125th Street and Broadway in Harlem as the 
A-train periodically rumbled by. Tanaka and 
his colleagues – Kyoko Kitajima, a Tokyo-based 
union organizer now working at the power 
plant; and Fuminori Tanba, Associate Professor 
of Public Policy at Fukushima University and 
Senior Researcher at the University’s Institute 
for Disaster Recovery – were taking a break be-
tween a week-long series of seminars and dis-
cussions on the aftermath of the disaster at the 
Fukushima Daiichi power plants, owned by the 
Tokyo Electric Power Company, or TEPCO.

They have been meeting with first respond-
ers and residents from the New York – New 
Jersey area concerned about the reality of re-
sponding to and cleaning up after a nuclear ca-
tastrophe. They had been brought from Japan by 
four environmental groups – Indian Point Safe 
Energy Coalition, Riverkeeper, Clearwater, and 
the Sierra Club – seeking to close the two Indian 
Point nuclear power plants just 25 miles north 
of Harlem.

There are actually three types of people dis-
criminated against in Japan’s permanent under-

class: the Ainu, the Burakumin, and Koreans. 
The Ainu were the indigenous people of the 
island of Hokkaido who were dominated for 
centuries by the Japanese, and officially declared 
no longer indigenous in 1899 and their land 
subsumed into greater Japan. Many have assimi-
lated, but thousands remain in ghettos on the 
outskirts of Hokkaido’s cities.

Before and during World War II “more 
than one million Koreans were brought to Japan 
as laborers,” said Tanaka, author of Hidden Hor-
rors: Japanese War Crimes in World War II. “They 
were forced to work in coal mines and arsenals 
and became kind of slaves after the war because 
they couldn’t go home again. It is the Koreans 
and Burakumin who have the dirtiest and most 
dangerous jobs.

The largest, oldest, and most prevalent eth-
nic group, however, are the Burakumin. “It is a 
distinction which began in Buddhist tradition,” 
explained Tanaka. “During feudal times there 
was a need for jobs that were regarded as physi-
cally contaminated. They needed populations to 
do the dirty work such as raising and slaughter-
ing animals to make leather, or cremating bodies 
and taking care of sewage.

“So they created this class and ghettoes were 

built close to the edge of major cities so these 
people could serve the people in the towns and 
cities. The ghettoes were spread all over Japan in 
medieval times. Even after they were given full 
citizenship under the new post World War II 
constitution it continued. People have prejudice 
against these people from the ghettoes.”

Discrimination against the Burakumin and 
Koreans in jobs is widespread. “There are simi-
larities between what is happening in Japan and 
what happened with blacks in your country,” said 
Tanaka. “The problem in Japan is we don’t have 
colored people. We are all the same. There is no 
way to tell Burakumin just by looking at them.”

“But,” added Kitajima, “you can tell the 
Burakumin or Koreans by looking at their re-
cords and seeing where they were born, or where 
they live. If the record shows their home was in 
the ghetto then you know their ancestry, and 
they are turned down for jobs or housing. It is 
difficult to leave the ghetto because you can’t get 
good jobs because you are from the ghetto.”

Education is not an easy way out in a coun-
try where college slots are reserved solely for 
those with the highest scores on extremely com-
petitive national exams. “The people in the ghet-
toes can’t really compete to go to a university or 
college,” said Tanaka, “because their local schools 
are not designed for sending kids to higher

Continued on page 9

Continued from page 7
Elie urged residents to speak out locally 

against Indian Point. “Closing down Indian point 
means speaking out locally and getting a resolu-
tion in your town and to let governor Cuomo 
know about the wide based sentiment to close 
Indian Point.”

Radio host Gary Null warned of mainstream 
media outlets who were perpetrating wrong in-
formation about nuclear power.

“Official media represents the ideology of 
the networks – if the NRC (Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission) says nuclear power is safe, then the 
media says it’s safe. It’s a well-known fact that the 
50,000 infant deaths caused by Three Mile Island 
was covered up. The truth will never come out.”

Other speakers included Manna Jo Greene 
of the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater and Phil-
lip Musegaas of Riverkeeper. “Fukushima Week” 
was able to bring from Japan experts and people 
from Fukushima and connect them with first 
responders at a special conference. The week also 
saw the Japanese guests holding several press 
conferences, one with the Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. Testimonies throughout the week 

were as alarming as Kitajima’s; the public was told 
of a spike in suicides among residents living in the 
Fukushima area, for a week after the earthquake 
and tsunami, Tokyo didn’t sell food or water for 
a week. Many animals were abandoned animals 
and many ancient landmarks were wiped out. 
Thousands are still not allowed to go back to their 
homes and the refugee center set up cardboard 
walls to separate some 2500 people living there.

Fukushima Week also included a Silent Vigil 
– one that has been ongoing for the past year in 
Yorktown on Route 202 across from BJ’s. Before 
last week’s commemoration, a group of Peace 
Walkers started out at Zucotti Park near Wall 
Street and walked to the George Washington 
Bridge and before the March 11 commemora-
tion, “No More Fukushima’s Peace Walkers” 
were led by Bhuddist Nun Jun-san Yasuda from 
Croton-on-Hudson. Jun-san is from the Grafton 
Peace Pavilion and is well known for her walks for 
peace around the world. A post commemoration 
event was a Pot Luck that features music, poetry, 

and speakers, including singer songwriter Dar 
Williams, Dan Einbender, and the Rivertown 
Kids, James Durst, Hope Machine, Lydia Adams 
Davis, Sarah Underhill, Roland Moussa, Taeko 
Fukao, and Raging Grannies.

To date,all but two of Japan’s 54 commercial 
reactors have gone offline since the Fukushima 
nuclear disaster. The two remaining reactors 
are expected to be taken offline in the next few 
months. Kitajima said the country might use 
more gas or fossil fuel.

“In the long run we will use renewables and 
have a clean and green grid and sustain our living 
standards,” he said. “If we can do it in Japan, you 
can do it here. Say good bye to nuclear power and 
close Indian Point!”
Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance journal-
ist who writes local news, about environmental issues, 
art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, “Nu-
clear Romance” was recently published. Visit the book’s 
website, http://nuclearromance.word- press.com/.

Noriyuki Kitajima from Fukushima at the 
Fukushima Commemoration at Indian Point

Connie Hogarth at the Fukushima 
Commemoration at Indian Point

Redwing Blackbird Theater performing 
in English and Japanese at the Fukushima 

Commemorations at Indian Point

Fukushima Commemoration at Indian Point
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Children of singer songwriter Dar Williams: 
Steve Robinson, 7, and Taya 3, held hand made 

paper cranes to be sent air borne at the rally. 
Williams is part of a group called Nuclear 

Safety Now.

ENERGY MATTERS

Japan’s “Throwaway People” And the Fallout from Fukushima
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Japan’s “Throwaway People” And the Fallout from Fukushima
Continued from page 8
 education. They are geared towards working in 
trades, so their students are not able to pass the 
national exams.

“They don’t have the best teachers, or teach-
ers teaching within their certification. So they 
work as day laborers.”

In that context, nuclear power was seen as a 
boon to the underclass in the permanent ghet-
toes. 

Japan’s 54 nuclear power plants are usually 
found in clusters, such as the six at Fukushima 
Daiichi, and all have to shut down annually 
for refueling and examination. The shut downs 
within a group usually occur sequentially and can 
last up to two months. While the Burakumin do 
not get hired for the full time, professional jobs at 
the nuclear installations, they are brought in for 
the temporary annual work.

Many, therefor, have nearly full time em-
ployment moving from plant to plant, though 
they are actually employed by sub-contractors 
and do not have the benefits provided to regular, 
full-time employees. In a system similar to that 
for decades governed black sharecroppers in the 
South, Kitajima said these nuclear fill-ins have 
to give a portion of their salaries back to the con-
tractors for “expenses.”

“They move from one plant to another 
seeking the most dangerous jobs,” said Tanaka 
who has studied the nuclear day laborers. “It is 
very difficult to follow their health needs since 
they are not permanent employees and no one 
monitors their health.”

Then came last year’s destruction at Fu-
kushima Daiichi and the destruction of four 
nuclear power plants. There were full meltdowns 
of the 100 tons of fuel in each of the first three 
reactors, while the fuel in Reactor #4 had been 
offloaded into the spent fuel pool situated just 
above the reactor itself. But Reactor buildings 3 
and 4 shared a ventilation system, and hydrogen 
produced during the fuel meltdown at Unit 3 
migrated across. The resulting explosions blew 
off both roofs and upper walls. In a sense, this 
was fortuitous. With the roof and walls gone, 
the government was able to set up water cannon 
which kept the spent fuel pools filled. Had the 
building been intact, that would not have been 
possible, and the spent fuel would have erupted 
in an uncontrolled radioactive conflagration.

Kitajima, who helped organize one of Ja-
pan’s largest anti-nuclear demonstrations last 
year, was a featured speaker at a closing rally 
on Sunday, March 11, commemoration rally in 
front of the Indian Point nuclear power plant 
in Buchanan, New York sponsored by the four 
environmental groups. Joining him was radio 
host and film maker Gary Null, anti-nuclear lec-
turer Harvey Wasserman, and Jun San Yasuda, a 
Buddhist nun from the Grafton Peace Pavilion 
in New York who is leading a 200-mile, anti-nu-
clear march which began last week at the Oyster 
Creek nuclear plant in New Jersey – which has 
the same design as the Fukushima reactors – and 

will end later this month at the Vermont Yankee 
nuclear power station.

Kitajima, now a contract day laborer, did not 
have to go to Fukushima to work in a radioac-
tive environment for $80 a day. “I had been an 
anti-nuclear demonstrator,” he said, “but that 
was from afar. Then we had the disaster and I felt 
it was morally wrong for me to sit safely far away 
talking about the dangerous jobs at Fukushima 
and not actually being there working with them.”

So he signed on with a sub-contractor and 
got a job at Fukushima Daiichi monitoring the 
workers for radiation. The workers, he said, wear 
three layers of Tyvek hazmat suits, goggles and 
gloves, with heavy layers of tape around the 
goggles and sleeves to prevent contaminated air 
from entering the suit.

“There are different types of Tyvek suits,” 
said Kitajima. “Some contain lead and are the 
most protective. But those are for the IAEA 
engineers and TEPCO engineers, not for the 
regular workers. Their suits are not as protective.”

  The workers enter a partitioned, cor-
rugated metal Quonset hut, he explained, and 
stop in the first chamber where they remove 
the outer layer of protective gear and discard it. 
“We do not touch them in that chamber,” Kita-
jima said. “They undo that first layer of clothing 
themselves.”

They then enter a second chamber where 
their shoes, second layer of clothing, and their 
face masks are discarded. In each room their ra-
diation is measured – but this is surface contami-
nation from the particles in the air. It does not 
reflect the gamma radiation which penetrated 
the unleaded clothing and stays with the work-
ers.

“Then they enter the third chamber,” he 
said, “where we measure the radiation on them. 
If the level is high they go to a different room 
and get new masks and filters. They cannot take 
showers to remove any particles on them be-
cause the water in the area is all contaminated. 
They use towels with alcohol on them to wipe 
themselves clean.

“Then they are interviewed by TEPCO 
personnel, who ask them questions to find out 
how they got contaminated, what kind of work 
were they engaged in and how long were they in 
that location. The TEPCO workers are not ex-
posed to radiation; they just monitor and ques-
tion the temporary workers.”

Those temporary workers who have received 
radiation doses equivalent to the maximum al-
lowable annual dose for a full time nuclear work-
er are dismissed and cannot work again in the 
industry for a minimum of four years.

Japan has a national health insurance pro-
gram, said Tanaka, but there are high deductibles 
and minimum payments, which the poor cannot 
afford, particularly for specialty care.

“People who work in low dose area can 
reach their limits in a year,” said Kitajima. “Those 
working in the hot zones will receive it in two 

Continued on page 10
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By ROBERT SCOTT
Robert Fulton was truly a re-
naissance man. Artist, inventor, 
entrepreneur and dreamer of 
ambitious dreams--he was all 
of these and more. Each aspect 
of his genius merits a full-scale 
biography.

Born on a farm near Lancaster, Pennsylva-
nia, on Nov. 14, 1765, at the age of 17, he became 
an apprentice to a jeweler in Philadelphia, mak-
ing miniature paintings for lockets.

By 1787, he had saved enough money to buy 
passage to England, where he intended to study 
painting. Four years later, Fulton’s skill attracted 
the attention of Viscount William Courtenay, 
who invited him to come to his Powderham 

Castle in Devonshire to paint his portrait.
Courtenay, 23, was more than just a wealthy 

young aristocrat anxious to have his portrait 
painted. He was one of Britain’s most notorious 
homosexuals. Fulton remained in residence at 
Powderham for a year and a half, during which 
time he painted a portrait of Courtenay and a 
few historical subjects, all of which have disap-
peared. Whether Fulton partook in the way of 
life around him is unknown, but he could hardly 
have been unaware of it.

At about that time, Britain was undergoing 
a canal-building boom. Fulton decided to con-
centrate on engineering instead of art. Attracted 
by France’s offer of subsidies for technological 
development, he moved to Paris in 1797, but 
was unsuccessful in selling Napoleon the design 
of an underwater torpedo with which to blow up 

the English fleet.
Fulton became acquainted with Robert R. 

Livingston, who was in Paris to negotiate the 
Louisiana Purchase. The two formed a partner-
ship to create a steam vessel. Fulton would sup-
ply the know-how; Livingston, who had already 
obtained a monopoly for steamboat use on the 
Hudson, would furnish the financing.

Fulton had lodged at the Left Bank pension 
of Madame Hillaire, a favorite stopping place of 
Americans. Among guests there was 41-year-
old Ruth Baldwin Barlow. A sister of Abraham 
Baldwin, a U.S. senator from Georgia, she was 
waiting for her husband, Joel Barlow, to return 
from Algiers, where he had been negotiating for 
the release of American sailors captured by Bar-
bary pirates.

Ruth was a woman of remarkable charm 
and wit. When her husband returned from Al-
giers, he was overjoyed to find that handsome

Continued on page 11
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months. After that limit, they cannot come 

back for four years, and during this time they 
don’t get any benefits or any guarantee of their 
income. TEPCO says it is not responsible be-
cause they are not their employees. The govern-
ment does not get involved.”

Tanaka said the government could establish 
long term epidemiological studies to determine 
the impact of the radiation on the health of the 
workers and their families. “But the government 
doesn’t really want to know,” he said.

As for the workers, protesting is not an op-
tion.

“I’ve talked to them about organizing for 
better care,” said Kitajima. “But they won’t. The 
workers are afraid of losing their jobs. And if 
they protest, the sub-contracting company will 
lose their job as well and will be replaced by an-
other sub-contractor bringing in more Buraku-
min.

“They are paid day laborers, and they are 
cornered financially. They have no other choices. 

It makes me angry to think of a system created 
to force these people to face this kind of danger. 
Sometimes I go through six changes of Tyvek a 
day. They are not recycled, they are just thrown 
away.

“The clothes are disposable. And so are the 
people.”
--Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters at 
www.RogerWitherspoon.com 
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By BARBARA BARTON SLOANE
Come spring and summer, we 
all want a bit of that sunlight 
sparkle, and although sunshine 
is essential for health and well-
being, it is certainly a hazard for 
the skin. More important than 

the perfect tan is proper skin protec-
tion. Check out a few of the new and 
innovative beauty products that will 
keep your face looking fresh rather 
than fried during the sun-shiny days 
to come.

Shiseido Suncare’s new offering 
is Urban Environment Oil-Free UV 
Protector SPF42, an ultra-light, oil-

free sun protection lotion that ab-
sorbs excess sebum and gives skin 
a matte appearance while guard-
ing against daily environmental 
aggressors. It contains Rose Apple 
Leaf Extract and Thiotaurine, 
both powerful antioxidants that 
prevent DNA damage and the 
chain reaction of oxidation caused 

by UV rays. The product’s SPF42 offers power-
ful UVA/U/VB protection for daily wear. The 
lotion is water and perspiration resistant.

1 fl.oz, $30
Keep the sun at bay for lips too. Shi-

seido presents Shimmering Rouge, a lipstick 
in 7 new shades for spring. Providing a dewy, 
perfectly moisturized feeling that melts 
onto the lips and lasts all day, Shimmer-
ing rouge enhances the natural fullness 
and plumpness of the lips, while helping 
to improve the lip’s texture and overall 
condition. It contains Super-BioYeast 
Extract to help promote the production 
of collagen; Photo-Smoothing Pearl 
which disperses light and visually 
corrects uneven lip lines; and Super 
Hydro-Wrap Vitalizing DE, an ad-
vanced moisturizing ingredient that 
actively pushes moisture into lips 
and effectively retains it.

$25 each
Available at www.shiseido.

com
A new line to enter the cos-

metic arena is De La Terre Skin-
care. The name, translated, means 
“of the earth” and all of the line’s 
products feature specially selected raw compo-

nents which are organic and/or wild-crafted, 
representing the ultimate union of botanical 
and nutritional natural ingredients for the skin. 
The line’s Sun Diffuser is spot-on protection for 
the coming season. With its unique, innova-
tive elements literally derived from the earth, 
such as Rose Hips, Calendula, Frankincense, 
Red Raspberry, and Rosemary to name a few, 
Sun Diffuser’s claim is something new under 
the sun. The product allows the skin to har-
ness the sun’s health benefits while reducing 
long-term damage. It also inhibits hyper-
pigmentation, collagen breakdown and cell 
damage.

2 fl. oz, $50
Available at www.delaterreskin-

care.com
“Sunscreen is a year-round beauty 

essential,” says Bobbi Brown who 
launched her signature skincare pro-
tection line after a ski trip in Telluride 
left her skin extremely dry. One can 
take cover with Protective Face Lotion 
SPF15, a lightweight, oil-free moistur-
izing lotion that hydrates skin as it helps 
protect against sun’s damaging rays and 
environmental pollutants. The formula 

absorbs quickly, leaving skin smooth and 
perfectly prepped for makeup application. 

It provides broad-spectrum protection from 
UVA and UVB rays and is a powerful anti-oxi-

dant cocktail of Vitamins C, E and 
Beta Carotene, to counteract 
the visible signs of aging while 
helping to shield skin from 
environmental factors like 
sun, smoke and pollution.

1.7 fl. oz,$45
To achieve a happy, 

healthy glow without 
the need for sun, Bobbi 
Brown’s Shimmer Brick 
Compact is a brush-on 
powder that creates a soft, 

sunny glow. Gleaming cheeks are lu-
minescent with an all-day 
summer-breezy glow.

$39
Available at Bobbi 

Brown counters and at www.bobbibrown.
com
Beauty / Fashion Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
keeps us informed on the capricious and engaging 
fashion and beauty scene. As Travel Editor she is 
constantly globe-hopping to share her unique ex-
periences with our readers; from the exotic to the 
sublime.

FRILLS, FLOUNCES AND FASHION

Saving Face

HISTORY

The Short, Tragic Life of Robert Fulton, 2: Gone Too Soon

Robert Fulton.

http://www.RogerWitherspoon.com
http://www.shiseido.com
http://www.shiseido.com
http://www.delaterreskincare.com
http://www.delaterreskincare.com
http://www.bobbibrown.com
http://www.bobbibrown.com
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	 	 This	special	home	offers	comfort,	curb	appeal	and	an	ideal	location.

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

Continued from page 10
bachelor Fulton, tall and broad-shouldered, had 
become her close companion. The relationship 
soon became even more intimate. The trio left 
Madame Hillaire’s for other quarters on the Left 
Bank.

Joel Barlow, 43, eleven years Fulton’s senior, 
had a number of careers: ambassador, lawyer 
preacher and poet. His best-known poem, a 
long and tedious patriotic epic titled The Vision 
of Columbus, is virtually unreadable. The Bar-
lows had been married since 1782. Joel’s work 
required frequent absences, and Ruth’s extra-
marital amours were always with her husband’s 
encouragement.

We know intimate details of the relation-
ship that evolved because Barlow, an inveterate 
keeper of every piece of paper and correspon-

dence, recorded them in an easily decipherable 
“baby talk.”

Fulton quickly recognized that Barlow was 
a man of the world who could help him. For his 
part, the childless Barlow was happy to instruct 
the younger man, introduce him to important 
people, lend him money and engage a tutor to 
teach him French.

Barlow’s fondness for Fulton included en-
couraging the tender sympathies of his “precious 
wife.” The practical French saw nothing unusual 
in this. In fact, they had coined an expression to 
describe it: ménage à trois.

Following the successful operation of the 
North River steamboat in 1807, recounted in 
last week’s article, Fulton decided to rebuild his 
vessel at Red Hook on the Hudson. He arrived 
at the nearby Livingston estate after New Year’s.

To the surprise of friends and relatives, Har-
riet Livingston, the Chancellor’s young cousin, 
and Robert Fulton were married on January 7, 
1808. No evidence exists to show how he found 
time to court Harriet. Their honeymoon was 

shared with the rebuilding of his steamboat.
The Barlows were back in the U.S. by then 

and living near Washington, the new national 
capital. Letters written to them by Fulton indi-
cate that he was anxious for the two families to 
meet and know one another.

After a weeklong journey by stagecoach, the 
Fultons reached Washington in July and stayed 
with the Barlows until the next February. It 
quickly became apparent to Harriet Fulton that 
she was an intruder on an already established 
pattern of living.

She was pregnant and in October gave birth 
to a son. Fulton named the baby Robert Barlow 
Fulton and called him Barlow. Pregnant or not, 
Harriet had no intention of taking part in the 
unconventional marital relationship her husband 
had in mind--in effect, a ménage à quatre.

Fulton had been unable to patent his design 
(because it consisted of elements not sufficiently 
original), so he spent much of his time back in 
New York defending the monopoly against 
usurpers operating steamboats in and near the 
Hudson. Nevertheless, he was able to design 
and operate a fleet of larger and heavier boats, 
including one to ply the rougher waters of Long 
Island Sound.

Harriet soon became discontented with the 
“pin money” her husband doled out. He had
originally intended to give her a share of the 
profits from the new catamaran ferry running 
between Manhattan and Jersey City, but his 
partner, Livingston vetoed that arrangement.

Harriet had every reason to be unhappy. 
Women’s rights were virtually nonexistent in the 
early 19th century. A married woman essentially 
was her husband’s property.

Her body was legally regarded as owned by 
him. She could not have a bank account, invest 
money, sign a contract, carry life insurance, or 
own or inherit property independently of her 
husband.

Without property, she could not take vote or 
take part in politics as a candidate. In the event of 
the death of her husband, she could not become 
the legal guardian of her children.

Continued on page 12

Joel Barlow.

Harriet Fulton. Painted by Robert Fulton.

HISTORY

The Short, Tragic Life of Robert Fulton, 2: Gone Too Soon
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Continued from page 11
Joel Barlow died in Poland of fatigue and 

fever in 1812 futilely trying to obtain payment 
from Napoleon for American ships illegally 
seized by the French. Following his defeat at 
Moscow, the Emperor had abandoned his army 
and was already back in Paris. Robert R. Liv-
ingston, who was important to the legal actions 
brought to protect the monopoly, suffered a fatal 
stroke in 1813.

The two deaths devastated Fulton. He died 
of pneumonia in New York City on Thursday, 
Feb. 23, 1815. He had been soaked to the skin 
a few days before trying to cross the ice-clogged 
Hudson after inspecting the giant steam-pow-
ered frigate being built for the Navy in Jersey 
City.

Newspapers announced his death the next 
day in obituaries bordered by thick black lines. 
He left a grieving young widow and their four 
children, the eldest only six years old.

His funeral on Saturday afternoon resem-
bled the burial of a national hero. Pallbearers car-
ried his simple mahogany coffin down the steps 
of his handsome mansion across from what is 
now Battery Park. To the west, the setting sun’s 
rosy glow over the Jersey salt marshes provided a 
colorful backdrop for the solemn occasion.

At the Battery, a single cannon boomed at 
one-minute intervals. The cortège, led by officials 
of the federal, state and city governments, moved 
slowly up Broadway to Trinity Church. After a 
brief service, Fulton’s body was interred in the 
Livingston family vault.

In November of the following year, Fulton’s 
widow married a smooth-talking, avaricious 
Briton named Charles Dale. If Harriet’s rapid  
remarriage suggests unusual casualness toward 
her  husband’s death, Ruth Barlow’s reaction re-
veals genuine affection.

Responding to news of Fulton’s passing, she  
wrote to the executor of his estate, “Most feeling-
ly my heart reciprocates every sentiment of sor-
row and deep regret you express . . . . Except for 
the family no one can so sensibly feel this loss as 
myself . . . .I must dismiss this mournful subject, 
it affects me too much my tears blot my paper.”

Later, in a letter to a friend, she wrote that 
she could “recall the image of Fulton I wish to 
be ever present to my still bleeding heart.” With 
neither Barlow nor Fulton to comfort her, Ruth 
Barlow died in 1818.

In 1820, the Dales mortgaged her country 
property. Saddling a widowed Livingston sister-
in-law with Harriet’s four children, the Dales 
headed for England. The Dales were back in 

America by 1825. Harriet died the following 
year and was buried in a lonely grave in the cem-
etery of the Claverack Dutch Reformed Church 
in upstate New York.

Fulton’s Legacy
In 1816, a year after his death, Fulton Street 

was created to honor him by widening two exist-
ing streets. Specializing in fish, the Fulton Market 
opened in 1822 and remained at its original loca-
tion until 2005, when it moved to Hunts Point in 
the Bronx. Other honors were scant.

In 1901, the American Society of Mechani-
cal Engineers erected a squat stone column and 
small bronze plaque at the south edge of Trinity 
churchyard. Visitors seeking Fulton’s gravesite of-
ten make the mistake of thinking Fulton is buried 
beneath this rather unattractive memorial.

A Robert Fulton Monument Association 
was created in New York in 1906. With Cornelius 
Vanderbilt as president and Samuel L. Clemens 
(Mark Twain) as vice-president, the association 
planned to erect a monument on Riverside Drive 
at 110th Street, overlooking the river of his his-
tory-making voyage. Overshadowed by prepara-
tions for the 1909 celebration that would honor 
both Fulton and Hudson, the Fulton monument 
was never built.

Nearly 200 years after his death, no head-
stone marks Robert Fulton’s grave. Fulton, of 
course, needs no monument. At the cutting edge 
of the Industrial Revolution, the steamboat and 
the steamship expanded international commerce 
to unimaginable heights. Steam-powered vessels, 
as part of vast naval fleets bristling with arms and 
armor, became participants in epic naval battles in 
two catastrophic wars. They remain awesome pro-
jections of national power to this very day.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and an 
avid local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, 
N.Y.
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The Short, Tragic Life of Robert Fulton, 2: Gone Too Soon

Ruth Barlow.

 INVESTIGATION

By NANCY KING
Kenneth Chamberlain, Mi-
chael Lembhard and Danroy 
DJ Henry all have something 
in common. All men are dead 
as the result of being shot by 
police. And despite the coin-
cidence of all three men being 

African-Americans, the three of them couldn’t 
have been more different from one another if 
they had been from three different species of 
mammals. The past week was witness to the 
burial of Mr Lembhard in the City of Newburg. 
Lembhard was shot to death in the living room 
of his sister’s apartment. In November of 2011, 
White Plains Police shot and killed Mr Cham-
berlain just inside his apartment. In October of 
2010, Pleasantville Police Officer Aaron Hess 
shot and killed Pace University student Mr DJ 
Henry. Mr Henry is presumed to have become 
confused over the differing instructions shouted 
at him by each respective officer. The lack of 
communication between the two officers con-
tributed to the tragedy that would reveal itself 
that painful day.
Kenneth Chamberlain, age 68, a retired West-
chester County Correction Officer and former 
marine, lived in the Winbrook Housing project 
in White Plains. Described by neighbors as be-
ing a “little off,” Kenneth Chamberlain often 

talked to himself. But there were also physical 
ailments. Chamberlain had a history of heart 
and respiratory ailments, couldn’t really move 
without suffering from shortness of breath and 
wore a life alert home health monitoring brace-
let that afforded him the independence of living 
in his apartment while acknowledging health 
issues. It was at 5:15 a.m., on the morning the 
life alert device went off, and when the operator 
couldn’t get Mr Chamberlain to respond, the life 
alert service people had a local ambulance dis-
patched. A single police car was also dispatched 
to assist. When Kenneth Chamberlain yelled 
through his door that he was fine and wanted 
to be left alone, as many as 15 police officers 
responded and knocked his door down with a 
battering ram. With guns drawn, they tased him, 
shot him with beanbags and then finally shot 
him twice in the chest. Police Commissioner 
Chong said that Chamberlain lunged at them 
with a knife and tried to chop through the door 
with an ax. Commissioner Chong asserted the 
officers felt threatened and also felt the need for 
deadly force.

Never once did any officer, emergency 
medical technician, or life alert operator call a 
family member to check on Mr. Chamberlain 
or to help police gain access to the apartment. 
Instead of tasing him, shooting him with bean 
bags, calling him a n*****, and finally killing him, 
a simple call to a family member would have no 
doubt brought about quite a different outcome. 
As of press time, the Chamberlain family has 
filed a notice of claim against the White Plains 

Police Department. Commissioner Chong had 
no comment. Commissioner Chong advised the 
family had initiated a lawsuit against the city.

Newburgh, a small city on the banks of 
the Hudson River in Orange County that is 
no stranger to violence, also had an unusual 
police shooting last week. Michael Lembhard, 
a 22-year-old local criminal was shot to death 
after allegedly charging police after they tried 
to arrest him on an outstanding warrant. This 
shooting is unusual and outrageous because 
it occurred in Lembhard’s sister’s living room 
where two small children were present. New-
burgh Police Chief Michael Ferrara has stated 
that a medical condition precluded them from 
using a taser to subdue him but really… didn’t 
two gunshot wounds to the chest do the same 
thing but only with permanent results?

Finally this week saw the release of evidence 
in the shooting of Pace University student DJ 
Henry who was fatally shot by Pleasantville 
Police Officer Aaron Hess. This case has been 
reported on extensively since October 17th of 
2010. Since that time, all of the police officers, 
and their actions of that night, have been found 
to be right and just; that is, until last week, when 
evidence relating to the case was released by civil 
rights attorney Michael Sussman.

Audio, video and depositions have been 
released and the evidence is both shocking 
and disturbing. A walking DJ Henry, who had 
been shot in the chest was just discarded on the 
ground for nearly five minutes before a civil-
ian took matters in her own hands and began 

to render aid. All the while, this young man lay 
bleeding on the ground, others in attendance at 
the scene, attempting to render aid where held 
in abeyance by police officers waving their guns 
at them!

Deadly force seems to be the norm these 
days when it comes to police protocol. After 
9/11 the Department of Homeland Security 
has made local police departments paramilitary 
organizations. Police are now armed like the 
military and apparently aren’t afraid to use those 
arms. Police organizations have moved away 
from using language to diffuse an escalating 
situation, believing instead that aggressive action 
is the most effective counter measure in fight-
ing a situation that is deemed life threatening. 
Shoot now and worry about the consequences 
later appears to be the new standard operating 
procedure with police departments today.

There will always be a fracas that police de-
partments will be called to quell but the judg-
ment and training of those who respond is at 
question here. We all know that shooting some-
one in the toe or at the kneecap are scenarios 
reserved for television but one must question the 
“new” role of the police in the lives of Americans.

If those who are hired to protect us and 
serve us are doing so lacking the educational 
skills to do just that, is it any wonder that some 
will be holding a gun to our heads believing they 
are doing right by us?
Nancy King is a freelance, investigative reporter; a 
resident of Greenburgh, New York.

Deadly Force



Page 13THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY MARCH 22, 2012

Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
Wash & Fold Service • Dry Cleaning & Pressing

Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
Leather & Suedes Cleaned / Treated

914.962.5539

Yorktown EconoWash

2018 Crompond Rd. (Rear) Yorktown Hts.
Routes 35 & 202 -Crompond

 LEGAL

NEW YORK, NY -- The Kurland Group, a 
Manhattan-based civil rights firm, will proceed 
with a federal discrimination lawsuit against the 
Ossining Union Free School District and Bau-
mann Bus Company, of Ronkonkoma, N.Y., 
who fired a 49-year-old bus monitor because her 
native language is Spanish and discriminated 
against Colombian employees because of their 
national origin.

The lawsuit was filed by Gloria Stella Jara-
millo and her husband, Carlos Sanchez, of Hud-
son, N.Y., claiming the district fired Jaramillo on 
September 25, 2009 because Ms. Jaramillo was 
speaking Spanish with students during her em-

ployment.
Jaramillo and Sanchez are suing to recover 

loss of income, career advancement and promo-
tional opportunities.

“Ms. Jaramillo gave 8 years of her life and 
performed her duties with excellence, only to 
be fired because of xenophobia and discrimi-
nation” said Yetta G. Kurland, senior partner of 
The Kurland Group. “It is absolutely outrageous 
that in this day and age, when our country has 
embraced change and diversity, and when this 
community has such a large Spanish speak-
ing population, that the Ossining Union Free 
School District and Baumann Bus Company 

would turn this into a reason to discriminate. 
It is especially concerning that a school district 

would practice such intolerance. What does this 
teach our students?”

“This decision reaffirms our clients’ posi-
tion that the mistreatment they were forced to 
endure is unacceptable,” said Erica T. Kagan, 
of The Kurland Group. “Gloria and Carlos are 
more than qualified for the positions they held 
with Ossining and Baumann, and such bias 
and mistreatment must be remedied not only to 
make them whole, but for the greater good of 
their community, many of whom are also Span-
ish speaking.”

Transportation Workers Win Motion in Discrimination Suit Against Ossining School District

NEW YORK, NY -- Lladró, the prestigious 
brand of fine porcelain sculptures celebrated 
jazz at Lladró’s flagship boutique in New York, 
honoring legendary Jazz pianist Kenny Barron, 
Grammy award winning pianist and composer 
Michel Camilo, and multi Grammy award win-
ning saxophonist David Sanborn.

Rosa Lladró, President of Lladró, was also in 
attendance and paid tribute to these three world 
renowned musicians with unique and dedicated 
versions of the sculpture Jazz Trio.

Rosa Lladró also recognized the work of 
The Jazz Foundation of America, the only na-
tional organization dedicated to saving the 

homes and lives of elder jazz and blues musicians 
in crisis. Lladró will donate a portion of the pro-
ceeds from the evening to this non-profit orga-
nization. Wendy Oxenhorn, Executive Director 
of the Jazz Foundation was in attendance.

Continued on page 17

THE SOUNDS  
OFBLUE By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Lladró Jazz Night

Lladró Jazz Trio.

(L-R) David Sanborn, Wendy Oxenhorn, and 
Rosa Lladró.
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Easter
By DENNIS SHEEHAN
Peter was looking forward to Christmas, he 
always did. Parties, gifts, the whole holiday 
spirit thing fit his lifestyle perfectly. Partying 
was Peter’s life. He worked but only to support 
his activities. The reason behind Christmas, the 
celebration of the birth of Christ never entered 
his mind.

One particular Sunday, the week before 
Christmas, he sat at his computer and sched-
uled the events through New Year’s Eve, which 
he would attend. He made notes as to which 
women he would try to connect with at each 
function. Peter spent his Sunday pretty much 
organizing his debauchery. This is what he lived 
for, he was after all young and this is what he 
liked to do. To most who knew him he was 
always the life of the party, the guy who came 
early and stayed late, always good for a laugh. 
Although he was well known in many circles 
he had few friends and his acquaintances only 
knew him as a party guy, those who knew him 
well thought him to be shallow and selfish.

The week started out spectacularly. He 
was invited to five parties where he had scored 
with the women he wanted; four out of the five. 
Christmas had come and gone unnoticed by 
Peter who was on a marathon of getting drunk 
and defiling every young woman who was ame-
nable.  He was on the home stretch, one more 
party until New Year’s Eve. He was delighted 
with himself as he convinced Betty Jorgensen, 
the most beautiful woman he knew to be his 
date for New Year’s Eve.

Peter was on the top of his game at the 
pre-New Year’s party on December 30th. He 
had culled out a cute redhead from the gaggle 
of women at the party and he knew she was his 
for the night. He told jokes, laughed and was 
the center of attention for most of the evening. 
It was almost four in the morning when he 
and the redhead left. Peter had been drinking 
scotch most of the evening and she was wasted 
on Black Russians. Neither of them took into 
consideration Peter was too drunk to drive.

They were laughing and fondling each oth-
er as Peter sped down the highway in excess of 
eighty miles per hour. He saw the car but didn’t 
have the reflexes to avoid hitting it at full speed. 
When he woke up in the hospital he was told 
that the girl with him had died as did the couple 
on their way to the hospital to deliver their first 
child. He was stunned and while attempting to 
to sit up, he could not… handcuffs held him to 
the bed. Peter was being charged with a DWI 

and vehicular homicide.
The police officer and nursing staff were 

taken aback by the fact he showed no remorse, 
he only wanted to call his attorney.  Besides a 
fractured arm and some abrasions, Peter was 
fine. He was only released from the hospital to 
go to his arraignment in court. The judge set his 
bail at $250,000, which his attorney arranged 
quickly with the bail bondsman.

A week passed from the day of his arraign-
ment and Peter visited his lawyer’s office. His 
attorney, Sam Glick, was a stout man who al-
ways looked as if he had slept in his suit. Sam 
motioned him into his office and sat him down. 
“Peter, you are in a lot of trouble. The media 
is already calling for you to get the maximum 
sentence.” Peter looked at him without much 
expression. “I want to sue the people who threw 
the party.” The lawyer looked at him incredu-
lously, “What?” “That’s right, they served the 
booze and knew I was too drunk to drive but 
they let me walk out.” Sam thought for a mo-
ment, “well Peter, it might pay the legal bills but 
it is not going to stop you from going to jail.” 
Peter looked disgusted, “Just do it.”

Peter went back to work a week later. His 
fellow employees were surprised the event 
seemed to have no effect on him other than 
his minor injuries. When someone would offer 
condolences his only response was “It happens, 
what can you do?”  Over the next two months 
Peter spent over half of his time at his lawyer’s 
office, which led to his dismissal at work. Peter 
didn’t seem to care, none of his friends wanted 
to party with him and he had enough in the 
bank to pay his rent for a year, he didn’t need 
the job.

He was sitting awaiting a pre-trial confer-
ence next to a prisoner who was cuffed. The 
prisoner asked what he had done and Peter 
calmly replied, “Murder.” The prisoner seemed 
to accept that matter of factly and then said, 
“Man, I hate to be in jail for Easter.” Peter 
looked at him, “Why, doesn’t the Easter Bunny 
come to the jail?”  The prisoner seemed upset, 
“Is that all Easter means to you?” “Yeah, what 
is it supposed to mean?” The prisoner seemed 
agitated now, “It is the day our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, rose from the dead.” Peter shook 
his head, well if that’s what you think but I have 
my own problems right now.” The prisoner 
called the guard and asked to be moved away 
from Peter.

That night Peter was thinking of the rub-
bish that prisoner told him. He went to bed 
but it took a while for him to fall asleep. Just as 
he had dozed off, he was awakened by a light 
brighter than any he had ever seen. He sat up 
quickly and through the light he could see the 

figure of a man dressed in robes. Stunned by the 
apparition, he could not say a word. The figure 
hung in the air for a while and then said only 
one word, “Repent” and dissolved to darkness. 
Peter still mesmerized, tried to convince him-
self he was dreaming. It was just before morn-
ing, Easter Sunday that he realized the harm he 
had caused and he and only he was responsible. 
He did not know why but he had an unstop-
pable desire to go to church, Peter was born a 
Catholic but had not been to church his entire 
adult life.

After Mass Peter was filled with the horror 
of what he had done. He thought about it the 
entire night and first thing Monday morning 
he called his attorney and told him to drop the 
suit he had started. He then took himself to the 
District Attorney’s office and pleaded guilty to 
all charges. He broke down while relating the 
facts of the accident to the DA. He cried as he 
told the DA he was wrong and now deeply 
sorry for what he had done and would accept 
the consequences of his actions.

Peter received a sentence of 10 years in 
prison. It was about half of the maximum sen-
tence which could have been imposed but the 
court believed he was remorseful and had been 
lenient. While in prison, his fellow prisoners left 
him alone, Peter had a calm about him that they 
couldn’t understand. Peter attended Mass every 
Sunday and thanked God for coming to him 
that night setting his life straight. Peter hardly 
thought of his circumstances, he kept his mind 
busy with the thought of Easter and the ascen-
sion of God, Jesus Christ, and was given the 
peace most men can only strive for.

Easter
By CALEB PIRTLE III 
The bells awoke Arthur Daniels on a chilled 
Easter morning, and he thought for a moment 
that he was probably dead, and it wouldn’t have 
surprised him at all. But slowly his head cleared 
and the fog faded away from the edge of his 
eyes, and Arthur Daniels climbed out of the 
lumpy mattress that was only costing him fifty 
cents a night but was dreadfully overpriced at 
that.

His bare feet touched the floor of the old 
walk-up hotel, and he shuffled toward a win-
dow that had been stuck closed with paint years 
ago, and Arthur brushed back the dust from a 
cracked pane, looking out over a backstreet of 
Matador. It was empty. And at the far end, the 
bells were playing a song he had never heard 
before. But then, Arthur Daniels couldn’t re-
member much of anything he had ever heard in 
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church, except the commandments against ly-
ing and stealing and killing, and he had at least 
managed to keep from breaking one of them.

The Easter morning was as gray as the 
town below him, and Arthur felt like maybe he 
belonged. He had spent his whole life on the 
move, not quite sure of where he was going, not 
quite sure if he had ever gotten there.

As a young man he had begun picking 
cotton in those black delta fields of Missis-
sippi, and the rows stretched out before him 
as thought they would never end. Maybe they 
didn’t. Arthur just followed them day after day, 
month after month, and he looked around one 
morning and found himself a long way from 
home.  The cotton wilted, and the winter winds 
slung ice in his face, and Arthur turned back 
toward the house that held the fires and the 
laughter of his family. That had been twenty-
two years ago, and he hadn’t quite made it back 
yet, though he never quit trying.

The road, a week earlier, had stopped at 
the edge of Matador, Texas, and so did Arthur 
Daniels. He smiled as he listened to the bells 
and was glad he had awakened early enough to 
hear them.

He guessed cotton had led him astray. Or 
maybe it was the war. Both had beaten him and 
left him alone, and Arthur found that he had 
just about as much in common with strang-
ers as he did with friends. Neither paid a lot of 
attention to him, but Arthur didn’t mind. He 
made it just fine and always found something 
to eat whether he was hungry or not, and he 
almost always was.

Arthur wasn’t proud. He simply did what 
he had to do to survive. He dug post holes until 
his hand were raw. He chopped kindling, and 
the blisters became calluses, and his hands were 
as tough as uncured leather. He dug a well or 
two out in the Llano Estacado, the land of the 
backshade folks, out where water was only a 
promise and men would die of thirst before 
they ever ran across it. He seemed to prefer 
those chores that he could do by himself, the 
only ones nobody else would take. Arthur 
definitely liked being alone. He wasn’t close to 
anyone.

He had been. There were people that he 
liked to be with and drink with and laugh with, 
but they had all been misplaced. Why, Arthur 
had stood up as the best man at George’s wed-
ding. He and Sam had started a small grocery 
store together down just west of New Orleans. 
They threw a party to announce its grand open-
ing, and Arthur let the wine mix with his poli-
tics, and he even announced his candidacy for 
mayor. And he friends though Arthur Daniels 
might have won. But the war cut the campaign 
short. And Arthur buried George at Shiloh, 
and he left Sam lying on a hillside at Vicks-
burg as the green of the grass turned crimson 
beneath the stains of wasted life. And Arthur 

never bothered to get close enough to shake 
hands with anyone again. He was a loner be-
cause he couldn’t bear to ever say goodbye.

Arthur Daniels eased out into the Mata-
dor Sunday morning and glanced at the little 
chapel down at the end of the street. Men in 
pressed suits and ladies in white dresses had 
crowded around the doorway, and children 
played chase between the buggies.

He glanced down at his own clothes. His 
pants were wrinkled, and dirt had been ground 
into the fabric. There was a patch just below 
the left knee where the horse had kicked him, 
and his boots were as cracked as the windows 
in his lonely room. He needed a shave, but he 
usually did. And Arthur felt like whistling, and 
he usually didn’t. He slapped the dust from his 
shirtsleeves and walked slowly toward the ring-
ing of the bells.

Every eye watched as the gaunt man found 
an empty seat on the back pew. But no one 
spoke. Men frowned. Women looked quickly 
away. And children whispered. Arthur Daniels 
was an outsider, an unfamiliar face in a town 
that never took the time to trust an unfamiliar 
face. Arthur picked up a hymnal but did not 
sing. He stared ahead and hoped to hear the 
bells again.

The minister clasped his Bible to his chest 
and told an old, old Easter story as he had told it 
for years. A man. A mob. A trial. An execution. 
Anger. Tears. A cross. A death. A resurrection. 
The story was nothing new, but it was new to 
Arthur Daniels. He had never heard it before, 
and he listened intently to those words about a 
man who had walked as a stranger among men, 
of a man who had been rejected and persecuted, 
beaten and spit upon.

As the service drew to a close, the minister 
raised his arms and said loudly, “Is there any 
among us here today who will stand and tell us 
about your life with Christ?”

No one stood.
The Minister tried again. “If you are ready 

to follow Jesus, please stand and confess to him 
your sins.”

No one stood.
Once again, the minister cried, “Will any-

one rise at your seat, stand up, and give us a tes-
timony for Christ?”

Arthur Daniels looked around him and 
slowly rose to his feet.

“Bless you brother,” the minister said, sur-
prise etched in his eyes “Please tell us what you 
know about Jesus.”

Arthur Daniels shrugged. “I don’t know 
much of anything about him,” he said softly. 
“You told me more this morning than I had 
ever heard before. Me and this Jesus fella, we 
aren’t really acquainted at all. But I’ll tell you 
one thing, preacher man, I’d stand up for any 
man that ain’t got more friends than he does.”

Heads were bowed. And they said some-

one prayed and someone sang. But no one 
saw Arthur Daniels walk away on the Easter 
morning that the man in the ragged clothes 
condemned them all.

Easter
By JACK DURISH
The hawk was awake, alert in an instant. A half 
second later, it had satisfied its curiosity. There 
was no danger lurking nearby in any of the 
three dimensions of space surrounding its roost.

It preened itself. A loose feather was dis-
lodged and left to float on the still morning 
air. A cluster of pine needles captured it and a 
squirrel would later add the feather to its nest. A 
final shiver dislodged the dew from the out coat 
of feathers and the hawk was ready for the day.

Talons loosened their grip on the branch 
and the hawk fell forward. It dropped into a 
forest-darkened void, then spread its winds. 
Flexing its muscles the hawk’s wings ballooned 
against the draft. and its course transitioned 
from an unguided plummet to a graceful arc 
that carried it under a branch and towards a 
break in the tangle of foliage. Moments later, 
it exploded from the treeline like an angel on a 
mission from Heaven.

The sun had not yet heated the earth and 
there were no updrafts to carry it aloft. The 
hawk had to reach deeply into its reservoirs of 
strength and swim through the morning mists 
gaining altitude with every stroke of its wings. 
Down for lift. Back for thrust. Recover for the 
next stroke. Down, back, recover. Minutes later 
it rose above the heights of the mountain forest 
and turned towards the rising sun in search of 
sustenance.

The hawk had an urge to eat. Hunting had 
not been good for several weeks. It was spring 
and the critters that fed its appetite had been 
strangely absent from its accustomed hunting 
grounds. Something was wrong. It could sense 
it but not reason its cause.

A dirt road below led the way to a farm 
where the mice should have been scurrying 
among freshly planted rows of corn, harvest-
ing discarded cobs from last season’s crop. But, 
they weren’t there. They hadn’t been there since 
the last snows of winter had melted. They were 
living now in the corn cribs, growing fat on the 
plump cobs that had been set aside for seed. Fat 
mice that would have been easy targets in the 
open fields were impossible to prey upon while 
they lived under the cribs, and there was little 
need for them to venture out from their shelter.

Today was the day. Hunger finally drove 
the hawk to try something new. It would ven-
ture further afield, farther down the road,

Continued on page 16
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maybe to another farm. Down, back, recover. The 
hawk stroked its way along the road. A move-
ment below caught its attention. Tipping its 
head it focused on a man walking in the oppo-
site direction, towards the farm the hawk had left 
behind. The man was of passing interest. It wasn’t 
food and the hawk had a need a man couldn’t 
satisfy.

Jim awoke with a start. His eyes were sealed 
shut with dried tears and it took several mo-
ments to wipe them clean. His bed was soiled 
and stank. Two buckets sat on the floor nearby, 
one filled with stale water and the other filled 
with the former contents of his stomach. A Bi-
ble, an empty tin plate, and the molten remains 
of a candle were the sole occupants of the bed-
side table. His flannel shirt and bib overalls hung 
from a peg in the wall. His boots stood side-by-
side on the rough-hewn plank floor.

Morning sunlight filtered through thread-
bare linen curtains. Imperfect panes of glass pro-
vided a warped image of warped clouds slowly 

scudding across an incredibly blue sky. The thin 
air of the high plains of Colorado had that effect 
on the sky. The Rocky Mountains to the west 
were dimly visible in the window at the other 
end of Jim’s attic bedroom.

Jim called for his mother. “Mom,” sounded 
like the weak bleat of a distant, distressed calf.

He didn’t expect her to respond. She hadn’t 
come for many days. Had it been a week? May-
be.

Half of the ladle spilled on his chest as Jim 
attempted to refresh himself with a drink from 
the bucket.

Today was the day, he decided. Jim rolled to 
one side and kicked the comforter away from his 
feet. He used both hands to push himself to a sit-
ting position and let his feet fall to the floor. The 
water bucket tipped when he pushed it aside, but 
slid away without spilling.

Jim sat on the edge of the bed for the better 
part of an hour, gathering his strength, his hands 
gripping the edge of the thin mattress to hold 
himself from falling back. He had reached this 
same position on each of the two preceding days.

The cold forced him to dress. He didn’t 

know where he would find the strength, but it 
was quickly sapping him of the little energy that 
remained in his body. Shirt. Bib overalls. Thank 
God, he was already dressed in his long johns.

Barefoot, he padded to the ladder and 
lowered himself to the ground floor, where he 
remained hanging onto the ladder for several 
minutes. His head was bowed and his eyes held 
firmly shut. He was gathering the courage to see 
the sight that he expected and feared. His par-
ents lying dead in their bed.

Jim was the sole family survivor of small pox.
A knock at the door startled him. With 

great effort, he staggered there, lifted the latch 
and found a stranger waiting. With one hand 
he held a seabag over his shoulder and with the 
other, he held a double barreled fowling gun. He 
wore a smile that faded to pity when he beheld 
the scene behind Jim.

Without a word, the stranger helped Jim to 
a bench outside the front door and disappeared 
inside. He came back with a bucket of fresh wa-
ter and a scrap of cloth that he used to wash Jim’s 
face and chest.

Jim hadn’t buttoned his shirt and the stranger 

examined the scars that the small pox had marked 
him with. He opened his seabag and took out 
what appeared to be a doctor’s kit. He selected a 
jar and spread salve on Jim’s sores. Another bottle 
in his kit yielded a greenish liquid that the stranger 
mixed with water and fed to Jim. It was strangely 
refreshing and Jim felt a warm rush spread from 
his stomach to every extremity.

Later that night, after the stranger had bur-
ied Jim’s parents, and cleaned and aired the cabin, 
he sat at the table carving a marker for the grave 
while Jim rested on freshly washed linens in his 
parent’s bed. The stranger hummed quietly to 
himself while Jim watched. They hadn’t spoken 
one word to each other all day.

It was Easter Sunday, 1878.
A different topic is addressed weekly on www.
TheWritersCollection.com. Each participant author, 
as well, as guest bloggers, are encouraged to write on 
the chosen topic. The intriguing aspect of each of their 
efforts is that by infusing their specific mood and / or 
genre, we can better appreciate the complexity, fri-
volity, or seriousness of the issue they are challenged to 
distill for all our readers to celebrate, critique, or be 
cajoled to delve in the joy of writing.

Easter

By BOB MARRONE
I have never thought of myself as particularly 
courageous. As you might have picked up in 
the earlier chapters, for the first twenty-five, or 

so, years of my life I believed my-
self to be a coward, a punk by the 
street standards of my Brooklyn 
upbringing. You may also have 
noted in my references to obses-
sions that the word, coward, and 
the damnation associated with 

that character trait, was the dominant mantra 
constantly invading my thoughts.

One of the rewards of dealing with depres-
sion was, for me, that the courage and patience 
needed to endure and get well disabused me 

from maintaining that self-defeating convic-
tion. Although, it is only after all these years and 
looking back that I have come to appreciate how 
brave I was. When you are wracked with fear 
and anxiety, and lost in the belief of your own 
weakness, you don’t feel very intrepid. Again, 
looking back, I now realize that continuing on in 
the midst of all that pain and doubt was, at least 
for me, the defining feature of courage.

Much, if not most, of my motivation to sol-
dier on was the birth of my daughter, Christine. 
Her entry into the world, particularly in light of 
my family’s history of parents who abandoned 
their children, abjectly irresponsible fathers, filled 
me with a burning desire to be a good parent. 
Moreover, given the practice of virtually every 
set of later parents, those that did not outright 

BOOKS

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter 29 – Seven Pounds, Nine Ounces of Courage

By ALLAN LUKS
It is nearly 9 a.m., a fall day, two 
weeks before the election of 
City Council members.  One 
hundred and twenty-three 
senior women—the oldest 
eighty-one, the youngest fifty-

seven—have registered so far at the several tables 
placed together in the small city park.  They are 
arriving to march on behalf of Myron’s candida-

cy—or more accurately, his campaign message.
Myron’s election staff—his close friends—

have been recruiting senior women to walk with 
posters through the streets of City Council Dis-
trict Fifty-Two.  They’ll march at least through 
Election Day in two weeks.

The women have been told that since they 
symbolize nurturing and compassion, they may 
be the one group that can successfully get resi-
dents to come together to discuss compromises 
around the big public issues affecting their fu-

ture.  And if they can arouse enough attention, 
that might force more politicians to cooperate 
and break the polarization now stopping change 
in society. Their march might even become a na-
tional model, the women are told.

As they arrive, the women receive placards, 
declaring: “For Our Children,” “For Ourselves,” 
“For Everyone.”  At the bottom of each are the 
words, “Join A Talk Center.”

Near the registration tables, four reporters 
are interviewing Myron, and one reporter asks 
Myron to again explain why seeing this senior 
women’s march will cause strangers to feel the 
need to talk with each other.   

“People have retreated into slogans for their 
opinions about public problems,” says My-

ron.  “Slogans don’t offer areas for cooperation.  
People feel stress and frustration. But what unbi-
ased group can they comfortably follow to bring 
them together?  

“Well, women volunteer more and have 
more friends.  The public sees them as a unit-
ing force, for their own families, for society.  And 
senior women have the most experience in nur-
turing relationships.  The signs they’re carrying 
today are not for positions on any issue but to 
offer an action that people can accept as being 
for everyone’s good.  And then we hope that at 
work, in the neighborhood, maybe even at local 
restaurants, people will form spontaneous talk 
groups to discuss health, jobs, housing, schools,

Continued on page 17

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back
Chapter 43 – The Women March

abandon their kids, to drop them off at Twenty 
Fourth Street where it was all too easy to get my 
mother to babysit or even bring up their kids, I 
was driven never, ever, to have anyone else bring 
up my child.

There was also something else, something I 
was not aware of before my daughter was born. 
I had inside me a caring and paternal heart that 
caused me to bond almost immediately with this 
child, and that gave me a shred of identity at a 
time when I no longer had any. I was a father, 
a fact that John Casarino would later hammer 
home whenever I said I was a nobody, or that I 
did not know who I was.

Life does not stand still just because you are 
struggling with inner demons of depression. The 
birth of my daughter presented just such a fact 

with the first crisis of my adult life. I was home 
on the day after she was born, having just arrived 
back from the hospital, when the phone rang. 
The voice on the other end was direct but warm. 
“Mr. Marrone, I am a doctor, Velosa, here in the 
maternity ward at Long Island College Hospi-
tal. There are some issues with you daughter that 
I would like to talk with you about. Can you 
come down now?” I was frightened and focused. 
It was ten o’clock at night and I knew it could not 
be good news for him to want to see me right 
away. “What is the problem,” I asked. “She is in 
no danger at this time, but these things are best 
discussed in person, can you come down?”
Bob Marrone is the host of the Good Morning West-
chester with Bob Marrone, heard from Monday to 
Friday, from 6 – 8:30 a.m., on WVOX-1460 AM.
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other issues, and find small ways to agree.  They’ll 
want to because they’re developing relationships.  
And if this happens, if the media gives them at-
tention—well, politicians follow their voters.” 

Myron starts to walk toward the registration 
tables—but another reporter, a young woman, 
stops him and says, “Your opponent’s supporters 
complain that a lot of these senior women are 
just marching because they’re lonely and hoping 
to attract attention and meet someone.  Senior 
women also are known for that need as well as 
nurturing.”  

Myron waits without answering; his con-
ditioning as an actuary who wants to give an 
accurate response--  

“And don’t you also hope the march will 
bring you voters?” asks the reporter.

“But my campaign started this march.  It’s 
how I feel.  Aren’t we talking about honest feel-
ings?”

The reporter just writes.
Myron approaches his friends, who wait 

behind the tables while the marchers are form-
ing in front of them.  Only he and his women 
advisors will make brief comments before the 
march begins.  

Myron stands on a small wooden platform, 
helpful because of his short size, and just says, 
“Thank you for leading us to make the future 
better,” and he introduces Nancy.   

“Ladies,” she calls through the electronic 
megaphone that Myron gives her, “I worked a 
long time for our city government.  City workers 
see a march as simply a way for a group to get 
attention for what it wants.  But today, we, senior 

women in unison, are marching to ask those who 
see us to pause and think about what future they 
want.   To feel we are all one group.  We’re chal-
lenging all political types.”

Many women nod but there are no shouts 
or clapping, as if the women recognize that in 
this march each of them is a leader.

Mimi speaks next, standing on the wood 
platform that emphasizes her height, and says, 
“Myron is my husband.  When I worked in re-
tail furniture sales, we’d say in the business that 
almost all styles were of the moment, only very 
few would pass the time test.  Ladies, today we’re 
hopefully exciting people to go back to a basic 
style that’s been overlooked but can be quickly 
brought into action: talking with each other.”

Still no clapping, as Roz now stands on the 
platform.  Her voice breaks for a moment when 
she first mentions Kenny—“My late husband 
had an exercise, which he learned as an actor, 
where he’d look into the mirror and keep say-
ing, ‘I can change the world.’  He believed that 
actually increased his confidence and made him 
feel different to himself—and others who met 
him.  If many people do start talking with each 
other about the future, they’ll be looking into 
their mirrors.” 

Joan speaks last.  “I’ll be brief.  I’ve had breast 
cancer.  I’ve marched for women’s health issues.  
My mother was in the women’s peace move-
ment.  I marched with her.  These are big issues.  
I believe women’s leadership can help to end 
the polarization that’s wrecking, yes, wrecking, 
our country. This is a big, big issue.  I’m ready to 
march with you today.”

Joan stops, and now some women clap, and 
then a lot of clapping, signs being raised, louder 
talking, as this march of senior women as leaders 

begins. 
“Old grandmothers, get lost!” two teenagers 

suddenly shout and laugh as they race through 
the opposite side of the park.

The women keep walking and exit onto the 
large avenue leading from the park.   People in 
the street watch them.  Their posters bob up and 
down.

Some positive calls and also waves, mostly 
from women, but men too.  No dismissive yell-
ing, thinks Myron—at least, that I can hear.

The women disappear from Myron’s view 
as they march ahead to try to connect with the 
strangers out there.

Allan Luks is anationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. 
He is currently a visiting professor at Fordham 
university, where he teaches several courses in 
nonprofit leadership.Learn more at http://al-
lanluks.com. Direct email to allan@allan-
luks.com. 
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Adding further excitement to the notable 

occasion, Spanish jazz guitarist Ximo Tebar led 
an exciting jazz session with pianist Jim Ridl, 
bassist John Benitez and drummer Donald Ed-
wards.

Jazz Trio is a limited edition of 3,000 units, 
a heartfelt tribute to musicians and a declaration 
of love for their art. Lladró artists have managed 
to capture this unmistakable of sound. The three 

musicians are the focus of a scene full of rhythm 
and movement, a sculptural composition care-
fully studied from all angles. The typical har-
monies and contrasts in jazz are mirrored in the 
decoration of the piece: the white suits stand out 
against the dark enamels of the cube, on which 
the musicians are leaning, and the shiny golden 
luster of the sax and the trumpet. The fine metal 
strings of the elegant double bass are assembled 
after the piece is fired in the kiln.
About the artists:

Kenny Barron: Kenny Barron’s musical 
accomplishments span fifty years. In addition 
to a distinguished career as soloist and leader 
he has served as one of the most dependable 
sidemen in all of post-bop mainstream modern 
jazz. More than 40 albums have appeared un-
der his name, and his presence on literally hun-
dreds of recordings by other musicians paints 
a panoramic picture of Kenny Barron’s lifelong 
devotion to the music. Kenny has recorded 
with a who’s-who bounty of musicians: Freddie 
Hubbard, Dizzy Gillespie, James Moody, Stan-
ley Turrentine, Joe Henderson, Jimmy Heath, 
George Benson, Elvin Jones, Buddy Rich, Ron

Continued on page 18
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The Retired (Try To) Strike Back

Lladró Jazz Night

Michel Camilo, Rosa Lladró (R), Oxenhorn 
Blond (rear).

 MUSIC
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Carter, Chet Baker, Jim Hall, his brother Bill, Jon 
Faddis, Stan Getz, Bobby Hutcherson, Barney 
Kessel, and countless others.

Michel Camilo: Is an exciting and high-
powered virtuoso pianist, Michel Camilo came 
from a very musical family (with all nine of his 
uncles being musicians). Originally playing accor-
dion, he switched to piano when he was 16. After 
moving to New York in 1979, his song “Why 
Not?” became a hit for the Manhattan Transfer 
and caught on as a standard, and “Caribe” en-
tered the repertoire of Dizzy Gillespie. Camilo, 
who also worked with Paquito d’Rivera’s band for 
three years (cutting an album with “Why Not?” as 
the title cut), recorded for Electric Bird (sessions 
reissued by Evidence) Telarc, and Columbia, and 
worked as a leader beginning in the mid-’80s. To 

date Camilo has released seventeen albums under 
his own name.

David Sanborn: David Sanborn has been 
one of the most influential saxophonists in pop, 
R&B, and crossover players of the past 20 years. 
Most of his recordings have been in the dance 
music/R&B vein, although Sanborn is a very ac-

complished jazz player. His greatest contributions 
to music have been his passionate signature sound 
and his emotional interpretations of melodies 
which generally uplift any record he contributes 
on. Unlike his countless number of imitators, 
Sanborn is immediately recognizable within a 
handful of notes. While growing up in St. Louis, 
Sanborn played with many Chicago blues greats 
(including Albert King) and became a skilled alto 
saxophonist despite battling polio in his youth. 
After stints with Paul Butterfield (he played with 
the Butterfield Blues Band at Woodstock), Gil 
Evans, Stevie Wonder, David Bowie, and the 
Brecker Brothers, Sanborn began recording as a 
leader in the mid-’70s and he racked up a string of 
pop successes. Over the years he has worked with 
many pop players but he has made his biggest im-
pact leading his own danceable bands.

After Sanborn received his award, I asked 
(even though Wendy Oxenhorn mentioned 

David’s many accomplishments) David why 
Wendy didn’t ask about his sideman work with 
the Fabulous Rhinestones. David answered me 
saying, “Bob, only you would know that!” This has 
been a long standing story between David and I, 
that I am sure will continue. By the way, Sanborn’s 
playing on the Fabulous Rhinestones LP was my 
first introduction to Sanborn. When I heard his 
lengthy solo, I needed to find out more about 
Sanborn, little did I know that he would go on 
to record over two dozen self-titled albums, and 
(with his long list of sideman credits,) Sanborn is 
one of the most recorded saxophone players of our 
time.

Lladró hosted a very special event, and the 
Jazz Trio edition is gorgeous! Special thanks to 
Cristina Egido of Lladró who somehow found 
me and invited me to this wonderful event!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

(L-R) David Sanborn, Wendy Oxenhorn, and 
Rosa Lladró.

Lladró Jazz Night
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Get Up
By NAJAH MUHAMMAD
Life is so beautiful; but so painful
And unpredictable
It becomes predictable
We expect the breaking of trust
We accept giving into lust
Oh, friend
My back breaks
Bending and twisting
Bitter shapes shade my being, yes
My soul is a shattered nucleus
Even so, that on my worse days I feel flopped in filth
So full of hurt that my heart flails
Joy turned into sadness, anger then fury
The hope, I do find today
Deserved after sorrow
Becomes plight tomorrow
If insanity is repeating the same action expecting a different result
It almost seems sick to fall and keep getting back up
Oh, friend
You’re young and trouble me so
Fix your posture from within!
Then head to toe!
Get up!
Stay up and know
That every peak and solution you seek
Every friend and wicked foe
From the smallest of pleasures to the best of deceit
Every problem and feat
Is food for growth, it’s your choice to eat
You’re young and naïve at best
Get up!
It’s time for you to learn that life is but a test
When it’s hard to walk on because the world has grabbed you by the ankle
Laugh and love
For this is the time to be most thankful
Najah Muhammad is a 17-year-old senior in high school. She plans to attend college next year 
majoring in communications.

 NAJAH’S CORNER

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM Jihad Watch
According to several Arabic news 
sources, last Monday, Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz bin Abdullah, the Grand Mufti of 
Saudi Arabia, declared that it is “neces-
sary to destroy all the churches of the 
region.”

The Grand Mufti made his assertion in response 
to a question posed by a delegation from Kuwait: a 
Kuwaiti parliament member recently called for the 
“removal” of churches (he later “clarified” by saying 
he merely meant that no churches should be built in 
Kuwait), and the delegation wanted to confirm Sharia’s 
position on churches.

Accordingly, the Grand Mufti “stressed that Ku-
wait was a part of the Arabian Peninsula, and therefore 
it is necessary to destroy all churches in it.”

As with many grand muftis before him, the 
Sheikh based his proclamation on the famous tradi-
tion, or hadith, wherein the prophet of Islam declared 
on his deathbed that “There are not to be two religions 
in the [Arabian] Peninsula,” which has always been in-
terpreted to mean that only Islam can be practiced in 
the region.

While the facts of this account speak for them-
selves, consider further:

Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah is not just some 
random Muslim hating on churches. He is the Grand 
Mufti of the nation that brought Islam to the world. 
Moreover, he is the President of the Supreme Coun-
cil of Ulema [Islamic scholars] and Chairman of the 
Standing Committee for Scientific Research and Is-
suing of Fatwas. Accordingly, when it comes to what 
Islam teaches, his words are immensely authoritative.

Considering the hysteria that besets the West 
whenever non-authoritative individuals offend Is-
lam—for instance, a fringe, unknown pastor—imag-
ine what would happen if a Christian counterpart to 
the Grand Mufti, say the Pope, were to declare that all 
mosques in Italy must be destroyed; imagine the non-
stop Western media frenzy that would erupt, all the 

shrill screams of “intolerance” and “bigot,” demands for 
apologies if not resignation, nonstop handwringing by 
sensitive politicians, and worse.

Yet the Grand Mufti—the highest Islamic law au-
thority of our “friend-and-ally” Saudi Arabia—gets a 
free pass when he incites Muslims to destroy churches, 
not that any extra incitement is needed (nary a month 
goes by without several churches being bombed and 
destroyed throughout the Islamic world). In fact, at the 
time of this writing, I have not seen this story, already 
some three days old, translated on any English news 
source, though “newsworthy” stories are often trans-
lated in mere hours.

Likewise, consider the significance of the Grand 
Mufti’s rationale for destroying churches: it is simply 
based on a hadith. But when non-Muslims evoke 
hadiths—this one or the countless others that incite 
violence and intolerance against the “infidel”—they are 
accused of being “Islamophobes,” of intentionally slan-
dering and misrepresenting Islam, of being obstacles on 
the road to “dialogue,” and so forth.

Which leads to perhaps the most important point: 
Islam’s teachings are so easily ascertained; there is no 
mystery in determining what is “right” and “wrong” in 
Islam. The Grand Mufti based his fatwa on a canonical 
hadith, which Muslims and (informed) non-Muslims 
know is part of Islam’s sources of jurisprudence (or usul 
al-fiqh). And yet the West—with all its institutions of 
higher learning, including governmental agencies deal-
ing with cultural and religious questions—is still thor-
oughly “confused” as to what Islam teaches.

All of this is nothing short of a scandal—a re-
minder of just how deep the mainstream media, aca-
demia, and most politicians have their collective heads 
thrust in the sand.

Meanwhile, here is the latest piece of evidence of 
just how bad churches have it in the Muslim world, for 
those who care to know.
Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the David 
Horowitz Freedom Center and an Associate Fellow at the 
Middle East Forum.

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES

Saudi Grand Mufti Calls for “Destruction of 
All Churches in Region”

http://www.jihadwatch.org/2012/03/raymond-ibrahim-saudi-grand-mufti-calls-for-destruction-of-all-churches-in-region.html
http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject_ar.aspx?id=32143
http://www.linga.org/international-news/MzYzMg==
http://www.asrare.com/religion/212.html
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/kuwaiti-mps-call-for-ban-on-construction-of-churches-445971.html
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/9394/koran-christian-persecution
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/
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By JOHN SIMON
Arthur Miller’s “Death of a 
Salesman” strikes me as the 
most overrated play in the 
American theater. The author 
and others have carried on as 
if Miller had invented the trag-
edy of the common man, as 

opposed to the aristocratic and heroic principals 
on the classical model.

That this is a preposterous exaggeration 
should be clear to anyone who knows nine-
teenth-century European drama, for example 
Georg Buechner’s “Woyzeck.” It is, even in 
its fragmentary survival, a far more moving 
and memorable work, whose protagonist, like 
Miller’s Willy Loman, has financial struggles 
and delusionary traits, but, unlike him, far more 
powerful language and universally winning hu-
manity.

The point is not how common a tragic 
hero is, but how uncommon is the writer’s tal-
ent. There is something inherently unappealing 
about Miller’s characters, almost all of them 

victims of a world whose capitalist politics and 
philosophy (if you can call it that) is to blame for 
their undoing. If Miller’s prose were up to his 
Marxism, this might have been a great play.

There have been so many professional and 
amateur revivals of “Death of a Salesman” as well 
as two movie versions, that I won’t insult your 
intelligence with a gratuitous plot summary. Let 
me rather examine two of its defining moments. 
Take, first, the scene where Willy’s troubled el-
der son, Biff, finds his traveling salesman father 
in flagrante delicto in a Boston hotel room.

Willy is evidently bribing the near-naked 
woman with a gift of several pairs of stockings 
intended for his wife, Linda, whom, in unsubtle 
contrast, we earlier saw painstakingly mending 
her overused old stockings. Tearfully, Biff ex-
claims, “You—you gave her Mama’s stockings!” 
And again, “You fake! You phony little fake!”

As he tearfully escapes, Willy shouts after 
him, “I gave you orders! Biff, come back here or 
I’ll beat you! Come back here! I’ll whip you.” We 
get more of this, as in the woman’s “Where’s my 
stockings? You promised me stockings, Willy!”

There is something intrinsically flatfooted 

about tragedy hinging on Biff ’s flunking 
high-school math and making this discovery 
in Boston, where he, in highly unlikely fash-
ion, was able to track his father. The plotting 
here is contrived, the thinking trivial.

Now consider the ending, with Linda at 
the grave of her husband, who killed himself 
so his family could cash in on his life insur-
ance. She begins, “Forgive me, dear. I can’t 
cry. I don’t know what it is, but I can’t cry. I 
don’t understand it. Why did you ever do that? 
Help me, Willy, I can’t cry.” After more of this, 
we finally get, “Why did you do it? I search 
and search and I search, and I can’t understand 
it, Willy. I made the last payment on the house 
today. Today, dear. And there’ll be nobody 
home.” Then, after managing to cry after all, 
she sobs out “We’re free and clear,” plus three 
more times “free.”

And then, as the stage direction has it, to 
drive the anticapitalist message home, “the 
hard towers of the apartment buildings rise 

into sharp focus.” So there you have the facile 
ironies of the stockings and the mortgage paid 
off after decades of toil. Miller’s play, never 
mind failed tragedy, is enough to give even 
tearjerking a bad name.

The present revival, billed after a deplor-
able recent formula “Arthur Miller’s Death of 
a Salesman”—as if anyone else had usurped 
its title—is directed by the prestigious Mike 
Nichols. His putative improvements over 
Elia Kazan’s original staging consist of louder 
shouting, extended pauses as the characters 
freeze into immobility, and more physical 
tussles.

The Jo Milziner set (nothing special) for 
the premiere production of 1948 has been 
resurrected, as has Alex North’s original flute 
music (rather nice). The principals are all good 
enough, though, as Willy, Linda and Biff, I 
slightly preferred the original’s Lee J. Cobb, 
Mildred Dunnock and Arthur Kennedy to 
today’s Philip Seymour Hoffman, Linda 
Emond and Andrew Garfield. Other roles 
are suitably taken, except for Molly Price, who 
wildly overacts as the woman in the Boston 
hotel.

This then is my choice for America’s most 
overrated play, followed closely by Edward Al-
bee’s “A Delicate Balance.” For third place, the 
field is too crowded to enumerate.
Production photos by Brigitte Lacombe of Death 
of a Salesman.
 John Simon has written for over 50 years on the-
atre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review,New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative Literature 
and has taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.com

“Salesman” Dies Again
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Andrew Garfield as Biff Loman, Finn Wittrock 
as Happy Loman, Philip Seymour Hoffman 
as Willy Loman and Linda Emond as Linda 

Loman in Death of a Salesman.

Philip Seymounr Hoffman and Linda Emond as 
Willy and Linda Loman in Death of a Salesman

Philip Seymour Hoffman as Willy Loman and 
Andrew Garfield as Biff Loman in Death of a 

Salesman.

Playbill Cover of Arthur Miller’s Death of a 
Salesman.
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Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

NBC Sports’ Dottie Pepper and Brian Crowell.

By GAIL FARRELLY
The fake cappuccinos are 
SUPPOSED to convince tod-
dlers they’re getting designer 
drinks just like the ones adults 
are ordering up. Yeah, right!

A reporter who understands baby talk has 
conducted interviews with a number of toddlers 
and has discovered that they are not deceived. 

Moreover, they are disgusted by the charade. 
Here’s a sample of their comments:

-- “My mom and dad are idiots to pay these 
prices for frothed-up milk with a few chocolate 
sprinkles on top. What a crock!”

-- “The fake cappuccino isn’t that bad, but 
actually (close your ears, Michelle Obama!) I’d 
rather have an ice cold Coke.”

-- “I smile and giggle when they give me my 

cappuccino, just to make my parents feel they’re 
getting their money’s worth. But really, the joke’s 
on them, poor things.”

-- “Give me a REAL Oreo cookie over a 
fake cappuccino any day.”

-- “They can keep their fake cappuccinos. 
If mom and dad want me to think I’m just like 
them, let them buy me a couple of gadgets; 
y’know, an iPhone, an iPad, a Kindle Fire, etc. 

Then we’ll talk.”
-- “When the lady server in Brooklyn hands 

me my fake cappuccino with a smile and says, 
Here you go, Little Boy, I feel like pointing out 
the window and saying Hey Babe, wanna buy a 
bridge? I have a nice one to sell.”

Art Linkletter was right. Kids DO say the 
darndest things.
Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Au-
thors: http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/ 
on the Internet.

 THE SPOOF

Kiddie Cappuccinos Are the Rage; Ho-Hum, Say Kids

Welcome to this week’s wild 
and crazy edition of “Sports 
Scene,” where we take a look 
at the sports action here in 
Westchester County…

Despite a very tough 
loss against BYU in their 
NCAA play in game, our 
Iona Gaels did the county 

proud this season and we can only look for an 
even more exciting team next year.

Good luck to Mount Vernon’s Kevin Jones 
and Jabarie Hinds from West Virginia as they 
start their March Madness this month, I cer-
tainly added them to my office pool.

Westchester resident Mike D’Antoni has 

resigned as head coach of the New York Knicks, 
apparently over conflicting visions of the club’s 
future, I guess he wanted to win…

Congratulations to Bronxville’s Mary Cain 
and Mamaroneck’s Anima Banks as they re-
peated as All-Americans in Track and Field at 
the Indoor Nationals, recently held at the Ar-
mory in New York.

No gutter balls here…great job by the 
Yonkers bowling team as they placed second in 
the team standings at the bowling champion-
ships at Valley Bowling Center in Waverly.

Let’s get to the point here, great job by Ar-
dsley High School senior Samantha Lee, as she 
has received the Con Ed Sports Award for her 

fine work in fencing…
Mark your calendars for the home opener 

of the 2012 Fox Lane High School varsity 
baseball season on Tuesday, April 10th against 
RC Ketcham. This will be the inaugural game 
in the newly re-furbished FLHS baseball sta-
dium. Two special guests critical to the proj-
ect will throw out and catch the first pitch. The 
Fox Lane Sports Booster Club will be selling 
their cloth seat cushions ($20 per) at the game 
to keep warm bottoms off chilly bleachers. This 
is a one-time item with limited availability.

In my humble opinion, and only because 
I have enjoyed a match or two and truly enjoy 
gathering around the fire place in Ardsley to 
talk about the “stone” that got away, what am 
I talking about…curling! A pair of local West-
chester curlers Bill Stopera of Briarcliff Manor 
and Martin Sather from Hasting-on-Hudson 
are part of Team McCormick, which will be 
competing at the World Men’s Curling Cham-
pionships in Switzerland on April 1st, best of 
luck and remember to sweep for all of us…

Calling all archers…ages 8 to adult, 
Greenburgh is hosting an archery program 
through May 19th.

For all you boating fans, Westchester 
County’s public boat launch will open for the 

season on March 31st.
It must be golf season with all this great 

weather we have been experiencing…well for 
the last four years the host of our fun sports 
radio show “The Clubhouse,” Brian Crowell 
has been hosting an NBC Sports program 
“Golf Digest Equipment Special,” with Dottie 
Pepper.  It airs nationally on NBC from 1:00 
- 2:00pm (just prior to final round coverage 
of Bay Hill Golf Classic) on Sunday, March 
25th.  It will then be re-broadcast on the Golf 
Channel.  Great work Brian…

Brian and I had a blast hosting our show 
recently at the Westchester Golf Show at the 
County Center in White Plains, I must say, the 
passion of our local golfers is contagious; I may 
soon have to learn this great game.

And what better way to improve my game, 
then to start on our area courses, which are 
now open, including, Mohansic in Yorktown 
Heights; Maple Moor in White Plains; Sax-
on Woods in Scarsdale; and Dunwoodie and 
Sprain Lake, both in Yonkers. This year’s greens 
fees include a $2 increase necessary to provide 
the same quality services and conditions county 
courses offer. Greens fees for 18 holes with a 
Westchester County Park Pass are: weekends 
and holidays, $35; weekdays, $31; seniors and 
juniors (weekdays only) $24. Golf cart fees are 
separate.

Hey, when do the mini golf courses open…
see you next week.

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the 
launch of MAR$AR Sports & Entertain-
ment LLC in 2008. As president he has seen 
rapid growth of the company with the sign-
ing of numerous clients. He resides in Bedford 
Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

 SPORTSSCENE

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS

NEW SUPERMARKET OPENING  IN NEW ROCHELLE
 New supermarket opening – looking for experienced, 

customer friendly and motivated candidates.
       • ASSISTANT STORE MANAGER  • SEAFOOD MANAGER

        • CUSTOMER SERVICE  MANAGER • CASHIERS
FULL TIME AND PART TIME TEAM MEMBERS FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS        

If you are qualified and looking to join our team, please apply.     
Visit uncleg.com to complete an application.

http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
We’ve all heard the saying “bor-
rowing from Peter to pay Paul.” 
The people who manage New 
York government finances, how-
ever, created a scheme that recent-
ly inspired The New York Times to 
coin a new phrase: “borrowing 

from Peter to pay Peter.”
State and local government employers across 

the state are borrowing from the state pension 
system to finance the contributions they owe to 
that same system. The state comptroller’s office, 
which cooked up this unusual arrangement in 
2010 along with then-Gov. David A. Paterson, 
says it is less a matter of borrowing than it is a 
form of amortization, in which debts are paid 
gradually, with interest.

This benign description is an exercise in self-
deception. Debt is amortized by paying down the 
balance. The balances owed to the pension system 
in New York continue to mount rapidly as cash-
strapped budgeters take advantage of the liberties 
they are being offered.

In the past year, the number of public em-
ployers using the borrowing scheme has tripled. 
This fiscal year, municipalities are handing over 
IOUs for around $200 million, while the state it-
self is borrowing $553 million. Next year, borrow-
ing from the pension fund may exceed $1 billion. 
The only thing being amortized is confidence in 
the New York pension system’s integrity.

The program’s defenders claim that amor-
tization is necessary to smooth out the effects of 
market volatility and tax revenues that fluctuate 
along with economic conditions. “Amortizing 
pension costs is an option for some local govern-
ments to manage cash flow and to budget for 
long-term pension costs in good times and bad 

times,” state Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli said 
in a statement.

But there’s a big problem with this gamble. 
There’s no way of ensuring that the pension fund’s 
investment performance will quickly improve, 
or that public employers will have the cash they 
don’t have now at some point in the reasonably 
near future. Given that these municipalities and 
institutions are already unable to keep current 
on their existing contribution burdens, it seems 
overly credulous at best, and just plain dumb at 
worst, to hope they will soon be able to fund not 
only the new obligations they rack up, but also the 
contributions they’re now deferring, plus interest. 
Meanwhile, it is 100 percent certain that pension 
costs will ultimately need to be paid.

The underlying problem in New York is the 
same as in many other cities and states: For years, 
public employers have made promises they simply 
can’t afford to keep.

There are a number of ways to postpone 
dealing with the issue. While New York devised 
its dubious amortization program, Illinois and 
New Jersey have issued bonds to push costs into 
the future. There are, however, only two real so-
lutions to the underlying problem. States and 
municipalities can cut pension costs by reducing 
benefits, or they can cut pension costs by reducing 
their workforces.

In New York, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has 
made a set of proposals for ways to start cutting 
costs. Under his plan, the retirement age would in-
crease from 62 to 65; new employees would be re-
quired to contribute 4 to 6 percent of their salaries 
to pensions, as opposed to the current standard of 
3 percent; and an alternative 401(k)-style retire-
ment plan would be offered to new employees.

While Cuomo’s plan is being treated as a rad-
ical call for reform by supporters and critics alike, it 
actually does not go far enough. To truly fix New 

York’s pension problems, Cuomo would need to 
insist on making the new 401(k)-style plans man-
datory for new employees, rather than just offer-
ing them as a voluntary option. It’s also no longer 
feasible to maintain the current pension system 
for existing employees without cutting their num-
bers; the fact that governments already cannot 
meet their current obligations is proof of that. The 
state and its municipalities need to switch current 
employees over to the new 401(k)-style plans, 
require them to contribute more of their salaries, 
or significantly reduce the number of workers ac-
cumulating benefits.

Yet even Cuomo’s relatively modest propos-
als may not get much traction. Public employee 
unions continue to exert an outsize influence. In 
New York, they have a strong ally in Comptroller 
DiNapoli – the man who is supposed to serve as 
the state’s fiscal watchdog. DiNapoli has essen-
tially promised to do everything in his power to 
block Cuomo’s plan, telling the state’s Conference 
of Mayors, “I may not have a vote in this, but I do 
have a voice in this.”

Meanwhile, public employers in New York 
continue sinking deeper into debt. “The threat 
of bankruptcy hangs over every single municipal 
government in the state because of escalating pen-
sion costs,” Maggie Brooks, the county executive 

of Monroe County, said. That is no exaggeration.
Most municipal officials seem fully aware 

that borrowing from the pension fund to pay the 
pension fund is no solution, but they see no other 
choice. “I don’t think any financial manager likes 
to see the can kicked down the road,” Tamara 
Wright, the comptroller of Southampton, told 
The New York Times. But nevertheless South-
ampton, on the East End of Long Island, bor-
rowed a fifth of its pension bill this year. As long 
as municipalities can avoid facing the full costs of 
the pension obligations they’re incurring, we are 
unlikely to see any real effort to fix the underlying 
problems.

As Thomas M. Roach, the mayor of White 
Plains, put it: “The road to hell is paved in amor-
tizing pensions.”

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, is president of Pali-
sades Hudson Financial Group a fee-only financial 
planning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, NY. The 
firm offers estate planning, insurance consulting, trust 
planning, cross-border planning, business valuation, 
family office and business management, executive fi-
nancial planning, and tax services. Its sister firm, Pal-
isades Hudson Asset Management, is an independent 
investment advisor with about $950 million under 
management. Branch offices are in Atlanta and Ft. 
Lauderdale. Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.

Pension Self-Deception Is a New York State of Mind
GovernmentSection

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- West-
chester County won a major victory 
today in its fight with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment over the affordable housing 
settlement, when a federal magistrate 
ruled that the monitor in the case se-
lected by HUD “erred in concluding 
that the County Executive violated the 
settlement.”

County Executive Robert P. Asto-
rino said the decision by the magistrate 
showed that HUD had clearly over-
reached in the demands it was trying to 
impose on the residents of Westchester.

“My position from the beginning has been 
that the county will fulfill its obligations under 
the settlement, but it will not be bullied by the 

federal government into doing things 
that were never agreed to,” said Asto-
rino. “I have taken principled stands 
where I believe the government has 
overreached, and I am pleased and 
heartened that the magistrate’s decision 
vindicates my actions.”

In the case before United States 
Magistrate Gabriel Gorenstein, HUD 
and the monitor had argued that the 
2009 housing settlement compelled 
Astorino to sign source of income 
legislation that would have required 
property owners to accept government 
vouchers as rental payments.

Astorino argued that the settlement only 
called for the county executive to “promote” source 

Continued on page 22

Court Backs Astorino in Dispute with HUD
ruling relates to Source of Income Veto

County Executive 
Robert P. Astorino

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=75110b5d0f&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=75110b5d0f&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=fb0e697f7d&e=23984343dd
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Continued from page 21
of income legislation “currently before the Board 
of Legislators” back in 2009 and that former 
County Executive Andrew Spano, who approved 
the settlement, met that obligation at that time.

Siding with Astorino’s position, the magis-
trate wrote: “We conclude that the parties did not 
intend the County’s duty to ‘promote’ obligated 
the County Executive to sign source-of-income 
legislation passed by the BOL.”

The magistrate also said that Astorino was 
within his rights to veto source of income leg-
islation that came before him in July 2010 and 
backed up his decision with case law stating: 
“Courts must abide by the express terms of a con-
sent decree and may not impose supplementary 

obligations on the parties 
even to fulfill the purposes 
of the decree more effec-

tively.”
Gorenstein’s opinion then goes on to state: 

“Accordingly, we conclude that the able Monitor 
erred in concluding that the County Executive 
violated the Settlement by vetoing the source-of 
income legislation enacted by the BOL.”

Astorino vetoed the source of income leg-
islation that came before him in 2010 calling it 
“hopelessly flawed.”

“My decision was based on my belief that the 
legislation was a violation of basic property rights,” 
Astorino said. “Landlords who want to accept 
federal vouchers are free to do so, but they should 
not be required to do so. This was a governmen-
tal intrusion that would have had the unintended 

consequence of actually working against the 
settlement because it would have made housing 
more expensive and less available.”

With respect to the zoning portion of the 
case, the magistrate ruled that the monitor is 
entitled to information with respect to zoning 
practices. The county believes this requirement 
was met on Feb. 29 (after the court papers were 
filed) when it submitted to the monitor its review 
of 43 municipal zoning ordinances covering 853 
zoning districts.

The housing settlement requires the county 
government to ensure the development of 750 
units of fair and affordable housing over a seven-
year period in 31 mainly white communities. The 
agreement includes benchmarks for financing 
and obtaining building permits that must be in 
place by the end of each year. It also requires the 

county to market the housing in a way to reach 
non-white populations, not only in Westchester 
but also in New York City and surrounding coun-
ties. The county faces severe financial penalties if it 
fails to meet certain benchmarks.

As of this month, the county has 206 housing 
units approved by the federal housing monitor, of 
which 196 have all financing in place and 108 
units have building permits in place. Under the 
terms of the settlement with HUD, the county 
was only required to have 100 units with financ-
ing and 50 units with building permits by the end 
of 2011. The settlement calls for 200 units with 
financing and 125 with building permits by the 
end of 2012. The county expects to meet these 
benchmarks this spring, placing almost a year 
ahead of schedule.

By STEPHEN I. MAYO
I  knew that title would 

get your attention. No, I am 
not proposing that a nuclear 
power plant be sited on the 
north end of New Rochelle. 
Only wanted to start a long 
overdue public discussion on 

how to make the best use of New Rochelle’s won-
derful bounty of natural resources, open spaces 
and unmatched shore access (and some 62 beauti-
ful, fairly wild acres pleasingly situated in the city’s 
northeastern corner while we are at it).

No, I do not believe that DPW transfers should 
be routed through the north end. That would di-
vide the present workflow of refuse and recyclables 
into two streams instead of the present one. That 
would be inefficient. However, as the population of 
the city continues to surge, as city services continue 
to plummet and as open land’s necessity for the 
welfare of the public becomes increasingly plain for 
all to see, we have to start considering how to use all 
the resources of the entire city for the benefit of the 
entire city. Redistribution of other city services and 
functions (police substations, staging of DPW as-
sets and supplies, etc.) to the north end, and around 

its many public lands and open spaces may be the 
best place to start.

If that means increasing municipal infra-
structure in the south end, so be it. If that means 
increasing municipal infrastructure in the north 
end, so be it. I am tired of hearing from politicians 
that our New Rochelle is a “Tale of Two Cities.”

Buncombe! We are one, large, imposing and 
diverse municipality with a great wealth of human 
talent and nature-given physical resources. So let’s 
get serious about rebuilding our infrastructure 
and improving operational efficiency by leaving 
no options unexplored.

it is time for a facilities review; an audit of the 
entire physical plant and real estate holdings of the 
City of New Rochelle to see how to improve ser-
vices and facilitate the daily personal and commer-
cial lives of all of our taxpayers, residents and citizens. 
No space, building or resource is sacrosanct! And 
none should be sheltered from this long-overdue 
tallying of what resources exist in the city, which 
are over-utilized and deserving of rest, and which 
areas may be UNDER-utilized, and deserving of 
re purposing for the relief of the city’s residents and 
visitors. And if this leads to some new and previ-
ously unacknowledged uses for Ward Acres, then 
the better off we will all be for it.

As soon as our Council is done with its poul-
try fixation, there are several projects of monu-
mental importance and long-term impact to be 
addressed; in no particular order, I believe they are 
as follows:

-COMPLETION of a new, comprehensive 
and independently authored Master Plan, includ-
ing, by its very nature, a review of the present system 
of roads, highways, commercial/industrial/residen-
tial zoning and of course parkland utilization

-EMPANELLING of a Charter Revision 
Commission for the purpose of revisiting the 
chief document for the political management 
of the city and determining if it isn’t time to re-
consider several of its provisions; including most 
prominently, the present inadequate, politically 
unaccountable and functionally derelict city man-
ager government form

-CREATION of a Citizen’s Volunteer Task 
Force to begin the long-needed, way overdue 
rededication of our community to helping one 
another and each other. One of the reasons for 
our present economic distress is the explosion of 
operational growth of governmental functions at 
all levels of government. As our city, county, state 
and federal “fathers and mothers” come to accept 
that government cannot continue its spendthrift 

“mission inflation and expansion” and consequent 
operational and structural delinquency, more of us 
will recognize that our predecessors and ancestors 
knew better than we do; government cannot and 
will not “do it all.” More and more essential social, 
economic and emotional support mechanisms 
will have to devolve to America’s great network 
of private, non-profit aid and assistance; churches, 
synagogues, mosques, other temples of worship, 
voluntary associations, men’s and women’s clubs 
and foundations etc. It will require millions of us 
to rejuvenate these once-functionally-vast institu-
tions, staff and run them. New Rochelle might as 
well get out in-front and start meeting this enor-
mous logistical challenge that is going to confront 
us very soon. Your nearest permanent political 
factotum cannot avert it.

The present “exploding universe” of state-
sponsored social welfare cannot continue in its 
present form. Reform will be forced on us, and 
we can prepare ourselves with a “ready reserve” of 
local volunteers; worker ants and enterprise lead-
ers alike. Let New Rochelle take the lead on this 
(like it has with other great humanitarian under-
takings) by basing an “initiator” office right in the 
middle of City Hall.

And we needn’t wait for the idea’s adoption 
by any community leaders or for the approval of 
any politician. This power can be in our hands.
Stephen I. Mayo is a Bronx linoleum manufacturer, 
a New Rochelle attorney, and resident.

By PEGGY GODFREY
Three plans, Democratic, Re-
publican and a Court Mag-
istrate are waiting for  a three 
judges panel decision for 
New York State’s Congres-
sional lines. The Judges’ order 
is expected momentarily in 
Brooklyn federal court. 

Because of the redistricting confusion, New 

Rochelle and other Westchester residents have 
no idea which United States Congressional dis-
trict they are in or who their representatives will 
be in 2013.

In one district Congresswoman Nita Low-
ey represents New Rochelle but another could 
have Charles Rangel in that locale.  The primary 
date is set for June, necessitating that the peti-
tion process start on March 20 and continue un-
til April 10.   This is a significantly shorter than 
usual time period to gather petitions.  It is also 

possible all offices, including one for the United 
States Senate will have a June Primary. 

Doug Colety, Chairman of the New Ro-
chelle Republican Party (and County Chair-
man) gives an historical perspective to the 
redistricting proposal. In the past,time desig-
nated for distributing military ballots was usually 
mid-September.  Certain pro soldier advocates 
found the time to be unsatisfactory because it 
did not allow the military enough time to receive 
the ballots and return in the mail.  Republicans 
asked to have the primaries in August     The 
Democrats, he said, are arguing for a June pri-
mary.  Since the only a federal courts had juris-

diction over federal elections, Colety, as Election 
Commissioner, wrote these judges to request 
an August primary which would give sufficient 
time to mail the military ballots and have them 
returned in a timely fashion.  It would also give 
the Board of Elections time to put everything in 
place.   After this a normal petition process could 
start in May for an August primary.  “It’s already 
March and no lines were settled for the federal 
positions,” Colety lamented.  Even the Demo-
crats in the Senate have not agreed and are 
holding up the process because they are trying 
to get Congressman Charles Rangel to repre-

Continued on page 23
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sent Mount Vernon and parts of New Rochelle 
because his current district has changed from a 
Afro-American one to Hispanic.   The Senate 
Republicans are doing their best to negotiate for 
a fair settlement.  The Magistrate has said if the 
legislature can come up with a reasonable plan, 
she will use it.  Otherwise, the Court will decide 

this week.  We’re out of time.”  As of  March 15 
no deal has been reached. 

When Arnold Klugman, New Rochelle 
Democratic City Leader, was asked how the 
party would get the signatures out in time, 
when new lines have not been decided and no 
extension has been given to obtain the needed 
number of petition signatures.  He felt the lines 
would be decided by Wednesday and “the mag-
istrate’s plan will probably  include New Ro-

chelle, Mount Vernon, the Northwest Bronx, 
Pelham, Eastchester, Scarsdale, and one-third 
of Greenburgh, Rye City and Mamaroneck.   
Congresswoman Nita Lowey would represent 
Rockland, Harrison, Rye, Port Chester, north-
ern Westchester, all of :Peekskill and Courtland 
if this plan is selected.  The Magistrate’s plan or 
one close to it will have a plan by Wednesday.

New Rochelle Conservative Party Chair-
man, Joe Rossini, stated, “No one has been inter-

viewed because of this turmoil.”  He suggested 
anyone interested in Conservative Party  en-
dorsement should contact their Conserva-
tive Party City Leader.   

To further confuse things, no decision was 
made by the three judge panel on Wednesday.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.

By DOUGLAS FRENCH

Appointment Process for 
City Council Vacancy

There will be a vacancy on 
the Rye City Council this sum-
mer with the announcement that 

Suzanna Keith and her family will be moving to 
Houston, Tx. Based on our charter, any vacancy 
prior to September 20th requires the Council to 
fill the vacancy for the balance of the year with a 
separate election to be held in November of that 
year to complete the term which in this case ex-
pires December of 2013. The Council will make 
the appointment at our June 13th meeting. Any-
one interested should contact me or members of 
the Council.

Bowman Avenue Dam Sluice Gate
With the final agreements in place with 

Rye Brook and Harrison, the City has put out 
for bid the sluice gate project at Bowman Dam 
which will help regulate water flow downstream 
in Blind Brook. This is a complex project that 
has included inter-municipal agreements, mul-
tiple regulatory approvals, and several funding 

sources, and so the City is very pleased the first 
phase of its flood mitigation plan is underway. 
The Council hopes to award the contract at its 
second meeting in March.

Flood Mitigation Committee
The City’s newly appointed flood mitigation 

held its first meeting with an impressive group 
of talented individuals whose collective experi-
ence includes planning, zoning, engineering, 
financial, public safety, legal, communications 
and real estate. Chaired by Rafael Elias-Linero, 
members are Vice Chair Lawrence Lehman, 
Bernie Althoff, Richard Mecca, Annette Gua-
rino, Dean Neely, and Holly Kennedy. The com-
mittee’s focus will be on flood mitigation project 
coordination and outreach, oversight of sur-
rounding development and regulatory actions, 
and pre/post storm preparedness.

Healthcare Challenges
The Council asked the Finance Committee 

for an update on their report from last year on 
the rising cost of healthcare as the City manages 
these costs for long term financial sustainability. 
Over the last 5 years, wages and salaries in total 
have declined 3.6% to $13.8M while employee 
benefits and payroll taxes have grown 72.4% to 
$9.5M. Employee healthcare costs have risen 
85% during this period and retiree healthcare 

has risen 76%. Healthcare benefits are negoti-
ated as part of the collective bargaining process 
and expenses are paid out of each year’s operat-
ing budget. There is no separate fund established 
to cover these expenses, but the total unfunded 
future liability is approximately $60M according 
to some estimates.

Public Sculpture Exhibition on 
Purchase Street

The Council was pleased to approve a sculp-
ture exhibition in May along Purchase Street as 
part of a program the Rye Arts Center is con-
ducting. The human sculptures are made of a 
red/orange translucent resin and will sit atop 
poles in 5 to 10 locations in the downtown for 
the month.

New York Conference of Mayors
I attended the annual conference of New 

York State Mayors to discuss the challenges 
facing local governments. Rye is not alone as all 
municipalities are managing through the tough 
economic times with declining infrastructures, a 
tapped-out taxpayer, increasing labor costs, and 
heavy regulatory burdens. Last year the Mayors 
supported a tax cap with mandate relief -- and 
got one out of two. The common mandate re-
forms being sought this year include: Make 
the pension system predictable and affordable, 

redefine compulsory arbitration, reduce costs of 
construction on public/private projects, establish 
minimum health insurance contributions for 
employees and retirees, and no new mandates. 
The session ended with a visit to meet the Gov-
ernor at the Governor’s mansion.

Council Approves Changes to the Rye 
Fire Department

Last week the City Council approved to 
amend the City Charter, article 13 which estab-
lishes a direct reporting relationship to the City 
Manager. Now, both the volunteer and career 
Fire Department personnel will align under the 
auspices of the City Manager as opposed to two 
separate reporting structures. The Board of War-
dens, who also approved this measure, will work 
in conjunction the City Manager in the man-
agement and operation of the Fire Department. 
For the past year, the City Manager and I have 
met with key stakeholders to include the Fire 
Chiefs, volunteers, career personnel and Board 
of Wardens as well as have held 3 public sessions. 
This is an important change that will allow for 
better coordination of fire services.
For more information on these matters, visit the City 
of Rye Website at www.ryeny.gov or contact me, 
your City Council members or the City Manager. 
Mayor Doug French, mayor@ryeny.gov.

City Council Update
 FRENCH  ON RYE

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY -- At 7:30 a.m. 
today, March 15, 2012, New 
York state lawmakers capped an 
all-night session that sealed the 
final approval on changing pen-

sion benefits for future public workers, approved 
a set of bills ranging from new political districts to 
allowing more casinos throughout the state.

Session commenced around 9 p.m. Wednes-
day, when lawmakers in first the Assembly and 
the Senate began debating new legislative districts 
that would, once again, favor incumbents instead 
of creating political boundaries that favor voters 
rather than politicians.

No greater news buzzed throughout the 

Capitol compared to redistricting.
Around 5:30 a.m., Cuomo sent out a news 

release proclaiming redistricting reform after the 
Legislature approved a constitutional amendment 
that would weaken lawmakers direct control over 
redistricting in future years.

In return, Cuomo is expected to approve 
the Legislature’s versions of Senate and Assem-
bly maps, which in recent weeks he had said he 
would veto. 

Some lawmakers, Democrats and Republi-
cans alike, expressed dismay throughout the night 
at Cuomo’s changed stance and charged the lines 
that their colleagues had drawn diluted some mi-
nority neighborhoods downstate.

The Cuomo reversal puts the minority 
Continued on page 24
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members of both houses to fend for themselves 
come this November’s election.  

The stench of frustration was so significant 
throughout the Capitol that emotions literally 
erupted inside chambers.

“Have you no shame?” Sen. Michael Gia-
naris, D-Queens, said to Sen. Michael Nozzo-
lio, R-Fayette, during Senate debate on the lines 
Wednesday night. Nozzilio is one of the chairper-
son’s who drew the controversial lines.

Meanwhile, in the Assembly, Robert Cas-
telli, R-Goldens Bridge, voted no saying, “These 
maps were drafted behind closed doors with little 
meaningful public and community input.  This is 
not the type of government reform that Governor 
Cuomo, good-government advocates and I have 
been calling for.”

During the debate, Democratic members 
of the Senate were right in the middle of mak-
ing a case as to why the congressional lines being 
considered were some of the most gerrymandered 
in the history of the state and country.  However, 

they were cut off by the Republican majority.
After being barred from further debate, the 

Senate Democratic Conference protested the 
move by walking out of the Senate Chamber, a 
move not seen in my twenty-plus years of roam-
ing the Capitol.  

Within minutes the redistricting measure 
passed by Senate Republicans unopposed.

Senate Republicans walking into a Rules 
Committee meeting right after the democrats’ 
‘chamber walk out’ were shocked.

Republican state there’s a two hour limit on a 
bill. The redistricting bill discussion was two hours 
and twenty minutes.  Democrats allege Republi-
cans agreed to four hours on this bill.

Noticeably upset was Senate Democratic 
Conference Leader John Sampson who said, 
“We’re going back to pre-civil rights eras when 
individuals are denied the fundamental right to 
speak their mind, to advocate for the opportunity 
to vote, and this is what’s going on in this cham-
ber. They’re (Republican Senators are) talking 
about how they’ve changed Albany? They haven’t 
changed Albany! It’s back to the way Albany used 
to be: dysfunction.”

Democratic Senator from Manhattan Liz 
Krueger addressed the media after the ‘walk out.

Krueger said, “I then watched, as a white 
woman, 32 white votes to stop us from actually 
raising these issues on the floor of the Senate. Can 
you imagine? New York, in 2012, we’re actually 
looking like some story of a southern state in the 
1950’s. It’s very embarrassing.”

Governor Cuomo does have the power to 
veto the redistricting bill, but according to the 
Associated Press, on Wednesday a senior admin-
istration official said the Governor will sign the 
measure before a federal judge takes up the issue 
on Thursday.

Though the judge can decide to order lines 
to be drawn by an independent court appointee, 
it’s unlikely.  

That’s because the Cuomo Administration 
has defended the deal as the first step toward re-
forming the notorious redistricting process, while 
majority lawmakers also defended the election 
district lines. 

“This agreement will permanently reform 
the redistricting process in New York to once and 
for all end self-interested and partisan gerryman-

dering,” Cuomo said in a news release. “We have 
taken a major step toward finally reforming the 
state’s broken redistricting process. New York is 
now a leader among the growing number of states 
that have reformed their redistricting process in an 
effort to stop such gerrymandering.”

We disagree, Governor.
That amendment still gives the Legislature 

ultimate approval over maps drawn in 2022 by 
a commission made up of legislative appointees. 

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, Senate Major-
ity Leader Dean Skelos, and Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver were all locked in a complex politi-
cal dance involving pension reform, DNA testing 
of criminals, and a constitutional amendment to 
expand gambling. Whatever tradeoffs were made 
by these three men in a room happened without 
transparency or public debate.

By the way, it’s refreshing to know that all of 
these deals were done during Sunshine Week, the 
annual celebration of openness in government.
Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The Alba-
ny Correspondent, by directing email to carlgonz1@
gmail.com.

By EDWARD I. KOCH
The Miranda rule is probably the 
rule of law most well known by 
the American public. We have 
seen it applied in all the television 
police shows and discussed in 
cases that are covered by the me-
dia. Simply put, an arresting of-
ficer must upon the arrest advise 

the person now in custody they have the right to 
remain silent and the right to an attorney, and that 
anything they say may be used against them at trial. 
Further, if they are not able to afford an attorney, the 
state will provide one, free of charge.

The rule is the subject of constant debate with 
supporters and critics. The United States Supreme 
Court which imposed the rule and deemed it a 
constitutional protection, has made it clear that it 
will not repeal the rule because of its long applica-
tion and the doctrine of stare decisis. It was imposed 
in 1966 in the case known as Miranda v. Arizona.

However, the United States Supreme Court 
has over the years reduced the affect of Miranda 
by defining the conditions of custody more nar-
rowly. Law enforcement officials need not warn 
an individual being interrogated of Miranda rights 
while he or she is free to leave at any time. The U.S. 
Supreme Court has over the years reduced the 
situations under which the Miranda warnings are 
required to be given.

The New York Times in an editorial on 
March 6th opposed the weakening of the Miranda 
rule, stating, “The Supreme Court recently did 

significant damage to the Miranda rule, which 
requires that suspects in custody be told of their 
right to remain silent and to have a lawyer present, 
and that any statements they make could be used 
against them in criminal proceedings. Without 
these warnings, statements made are inadmissible 
as evidence, the court said in the 1966 case Mi-
randa v. Arizona, because ‘the very fact of custodial 
interrogation exacts a heavy toll on individual lib-
erty, and trades on the weaknesses of individuals.’ 
That is exactly the principle violated by the court’s 
new ruling in Howes v. Fields. The case involved 
Randall Lee Fields, who was in jail in Michigan 
for disorderly conduct, was interrogated by sheriffs 
there and, based on what he said, was sentenced to 
10 to 15 years in prison for a sex crime. The court’s 
6-to-3 majority opinion, written by Justice Samuel 
Alito Jr., said that Mr. Fields should not be consid-
ered in ‘custody’ for Miranda purposes because a 
person already in jail is not shocked and coercible 
as someone newly arrested might be; cannot be in-
duced to speak in hopes of being released; and does 
not worry that a sentence will be lengthened if he 
does not cooperate. Mr. Fields was not threatened 
or physically restrained and ‘was told at the outset 
of the interrogation, and reminded thereafter, that 
he was free to leave and could go back to his cell 
whenever he wanted,’ Justice Alito wrote.”

I have never understood why the Miranda rule 
was ever imposed by the U.S. Supreme Court. A 
significant number of people committing crimes 
want to confess their guilt. Why in the world do we 
want to inhibit them from doing so? Even where 

the Miranda warning is provided, there are large 
numbers of putative defendants who will proceed 
to confess their wrongdoing. Isn’t that good? It cer-
tainly is good for society. Of course, if the confession 
is forcibly obtained – physical duress in any form – 
it should be excluded. But if voluntary, why not use 
it in the trial that follows? I have always believed the 
supporters of maintaining the rule do so because 
they believe it is unfair that because a smart crimi-
nal would never confess, whether or not they were 
warned under Miranda, we are taking advantage of 
the less intelligent or less informed criminal who 
gives in to the normal impulse that many people 
have, which is to get their guilt off their chest and 
confess to the comforting police officer who tells 
them their confession and cooperation could help 
them at sentencing.

But the uncovering of crimes and the use of 
confessions when obtained without physical force 
is helpful to our society. That is why the U.S. Su-

preme Court, while mindful of another concept 
– stare decisis – earlier court decisions be respected 
and applied – are whittling down the circumstances 
when the Miranda warning and stare decisis doc-
trine should apply.

Of course individual rights should be protect-
ed, but so should the right of society to be protected 
from criminals be a priority. In my judgment, with 
respect to Miranda, it should simply be dropped by 
the U.S. supreme Court, instead of the courts find-
ing ways to limit its use.

I believe all police and district attorney interro-
gations of “persons of interest” relating to a criminal 
investigation should be videotaped if possible and 
when not possible, audiotaped.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a mem-
ber of member of Congress from New York State from 
1969through 1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

I Believe The U.S. Supreme Court Should End the Now-Required Miranda Warning
 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

NRA Needs a History Lesson
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By RICH MONETTI
“We have the best and the bright-
est and they have this,” was the 
tweet that got my attention in re-
sponse to last week’s article on the 
Campaign to Keep Guns Off Cam-
pus. I’m very hesitant to get into a

war of words at 160 characters per minute - espe-

cially when the person on the other end is far more 
likely to have a cache of weaponry than the average 
Mom blogger or freelance writer. So I’ll do it here, 
keep the tweet and bring some historical perspec-
tive to the flawed logic that drives the NRA under-
lying premise.

In this I refer to the distorted belief that the 
second amendment acts as a check against the

Continued on page 25
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emergence of a future dictatorship. We therefore 
sacrifice the lives of thousands of innocent Ameri-
cans every year to senseless gun violence for the 
greater good.

It sounds rather quaint and even agreeable, 
and as proof to where an unarmed citizenry will 
lead, the NRA always trots out the example of Hit-
ler, who confiscated all guns upon gaining power. 
Whether or not that can be verified anywhere, let’s 
entertain a Germany in which the multitudes opt-
ed for a six shooter in their sweat pants over loaves 
of bread that were going for just around Deutsche 
Marks – DM 6 million.

In this corner, Nazis were ruthless, motivated, 
and most importantly, organized. The population is 
not and it wouldn’t have mattered how many an-
gry German cowboys were running around. They 
would have been wholly insufficient in the face of a 
force that was soon to bring Oktoberfest to most of 
Europe, Northern Africa and Russia.

Nonetheless, we can only speculate. A look at 

revolution in the real world is then in order, and if 
you’ve ever had your TV set pointed at the middle 
east, you know where I’m going. Public frustration 
reaches a critical mass, people take to the streets and 
the military refuses to fire on crowds to uphold a 
discredited system. I’m, of course, referring to the 
Iranian Revolution of 1979. (Sorry Arab Spring, 
this is a history lesson)

Even though I generally frown upon radical 
Islamic revolution, and it will probably put me on 
some terrorist watch list, I vividly remember Irani-
ans armed with nothing but Koran’s and burning 
American Flags to supplant the shah from his pea-
cock and later stand down America for 444 days.

Maybe it’s just the neighborhood. Otherwise, 
see Russia in 1917 and 1991, Nicaragua in 1979, 
Haiti and the Philippines in 1986, Eastern Europe 
in 1989 and even the French Revolution (before 
Robespierre got his hands on it).

Of course, Africa seems to have no shortage 
of gunplay to fuel armed conflicts that have gone 
on since the 1960s. So much for my premise, but 

then again there doesn’t seem to be a happy ending 
anywhere within our attention span for this belea-
guered continent.

Cuba would also qualify as a successful armed 
uprising but I’m certain that the NRA would forgo 
the free healthcare thing before citing this example 
in their cold dead hands.

On the other hand, the events of Tiananmen 
Square, point to an uprising that went down in 
flames without access to any firepower. Regardless, 
could a few angry students with guns have toppled 
the communist state between study breaks. That 
said, it’s pretty safe to say that the shooting that 
mattered most - as a solitary student faced down a 
tank - came from a camera, and resulted in a fairly 
successful shift from strict communism to a better 
brand of Chinese Capitalism.

Conveniently, it might seem I’m leaving the 
NRA’s favorite example out - the American Revo-
lution. Sorry Wayne, the comparison that conjures 
such a blind allegiance does not equate to the dicta-
torship you’re trying to prevent.

While representation in parliament was with-
held, colonists all had the rights of Englishmen. In 
turn, there was freedom of the press, speech and re-

ligion, and most importantly, the right to assemble. 
So much so, George Washington could show up 
at the Continental Congress in full military garb to 
discuss whether revolution was the best course of 
action.

In this atmosphere, money and passions could 
be raised, and rebels could convene as an army was 
organized. Of course, they brought their guns but 
it’s the organizational capabilities that mattered.

All would be absent in a dictatorship, and 
again, the number of free range right wingers with 
guns would matter little in wake of the most pow-
erful military the world has ever seen. As a result, 
the NRA has us holding out and dying today for a 
scenario that is historically inaccurate.

At the same time, this underlying premise has 
the effect of completely cutting the NRA from the 
discussion and for the most part, prevents all of us 
from finding real solutions to the complicated issue 
of unnecessary gun violence. That’s all I have to say 
about “this.”
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance 
writer in Westchester since 2003 and works part time in 
the after school program at Mt. Kisco Childcare. You can 
find more of his stories at www. rmonetti.blogspot.com.

NRA Needs a History Lesson

By HENRY J. STERN
The golden age of co-operation 

between the branches of New York 
State government appears to have set-
tled into an era of relative tranquility, 
during which traditional relationships 
between longtime incumbents are 
likely to continue their gravitational 

impulse on each other, rather than remake state 
government into anything much more significant 
than it has been since the years of drift began.

When unexpected events occur, there are 
likely to be changes, which may be required to avert 
fiscal catastrophe. To the extent that it legally is able 
to do so, the system will absorb these changes so as 
to minimize their effect.It is like the effect of well-
regulated air conditioning, minimizing the varia-
tions that actually take place from time to time.

When changes are required by law, they are 
made at the last minute, with minimal public atten-
tion.This promotes the aura of continuity, which is 
a hallmark of a government of modest aspirations, 
acting when circumstances require action, but not 

generating 
any great activity on its own.

What we did learn this year is that govern-
ment can work, in its own fashion, which ranges 
from lumbering - the usual pattern of activity, 
aptly symbolized by the donkey and the elephant 
- to instantaneous, when unread bills are printed in 
the middle of the night to comply with externally 
imposed requirements oflaw.No law requires that 
any bills actually be read or understood, so that non-
compliance is difficult to prove.

Nor would it particularly matter if the bills 
were read, because the legislators rely on the deci-
sions made by their caucuses, and the actual voting 
on issues is perfunctory.

The leaders would argue that this is the way 
the members really want it; the hard work, if any, 
doneby professional staff and the modest debate al-
lowed tending to posturing.

I watched on the Internet the elaborate polite-
ness with which members addressed each other, as 
if they were in ancient Rome. Whatever the subject, 
the broadcast proceedings cast the glow of an Ani-
mal House toga party over the declaiming solons, 

as they asked each other mock questions to which 
they had obviously prepared answers.

If I were younger, so much younger than to-
day, I might have felt more demeaned by the pro-
ceedings taking place on the floor.As it happens, 
however, familiarity eases indignation, so one sees 
the antic proceedings as what they are: an attempt 
by people of some ability to make sense outoflegal 
proceedings and rituals, and to have an opportunity 
to present their views in a setting not designed for 
the distribution of information so that people can 
make more informed decisions than they would 
otherwise.

Perhaps the worst part was the contempt 
shown for fairness and due process in apportion-
ment.As far as money is concerned, we are used to 
the insiders getting more than their share; that ap-
pears to be a rule in business and life.

But denying people the right to vote, or hack-
ing, stacking, packing and cracking the voters 
into packages where their influence is minimized 
beyond reason, with senior legislators braying in 
thebackground that they were in scrupulous com-

pliance with the Voting Rights Act and defying 
anyone to contradict them did suggest the style and 
manners of a Southern courtroom sixty years ago.
The fact that the same words and phrases are now 
being usedto provethe opposite of what they were 
originally intended to mean leaves sorrow and dis-
content in the minds of those who worked so hard 
and so long for social change.

On the other hand, if you believe that people 
get the kind of government that they deserve, you 
might not be particularly disturbed byAlbany.In 
fairness, in redistricting you see the legislators at 
their worst, because their own personal interests are 
so directly affected by the decisions that they are so 
deeply arranged in making and manipulating.

If one could take one sentence out of the de-
liberations, it should be gratitude that in our system, 
the powers of government are limited, because if 
the assemblage of our representatives had the au-
thority to make decisions of greater importance to 
our lives, I would feel increasingly uncomfortable 
living in any area in which their writ would run.
Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct email to him 
atStarQuest@nycivic.org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing 
atNew York Civic.

 NEW YORK  CIVIC

Promises Abandoned State Legislators Support Insiders on District Lines

By BOB WEIR
During the presidential cam-
paign of 1960, Senator John F. 
Kennedy had several issues to 
confront, not the least of which 
was his religion. Although there 

were numerous elected officials across the coun-
try who were members of the Catholic faith, no 
Catholic had ever risen to the level of Chief Ex-
ecutive. JFK decided to face it head-on. In his 
famous address to the Greater Houston Min-
isterial Association on September 12, 1960, he 
made it clear that his religion would not impact 

his decision-making as president. “I am not the 
Catholic candidate for President,” he said. “I am 
the Democratic Party candidate for President 
who also happens to be a Catholic. I do not 
speak for my Church on public matters, and 
the Church does not speak for me.” Kennedy 
questioned rhetorically whether one-quarter of 
Americans were relegated to second-class citi-
zenship just because they were Catholic. The fu-
ture president, who had served with distinction 

in the U.S. Navy, added; “No one asked me my 
religion in the South Pacific.”

A recent Gallup Poll indicated 22% of 
Americans would not be willing to for vote for 
a Mormon. The poll also showed that 7% would 
refuse to vote for a Catholic and 9% would not 
vote for a Jew. Just about half, 49%, said they 
wouldn’t vote for an atheist. We can only imag-
ine what the numbers would be if they

Continued on page 26
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Continued from page 25
were asked about a Muslim for president. Just to 
provide some historical perspective, in 1959, the 
year before JFK won election as the nation’s first 
Catholic president, 25% of Americans polled, in-
cluding 22% of Democrats, 33% of Republicans 
and 18% of independents, said they would not 
vote for a Catholic. Okay, so JFK had a 25% dis-
advantage, while Mitt Romney, who is currently 
in the lead for the GOP nomination this year, 
has merely 22% to overcome. The fact that this is 
even a problem for one of our leaders at the top 
of the political food chain, especially when we’re 
facing so many serious challenges to our future, 
is very troubling. Have we not learned anything 
about discrimination and bigotry since 1960?

Romney is not my first choice to lead us in 
a victory over President Obama, but his religion 
has absolutely nothing to do with my predilec-
tions. He has a record of reversing himself on 
issues whenever it appears to suit his political 
aspirations, and the healthcare bill he signed into 
law when he was Governor of Massachusetts is 
uncomfortably similar to ObamaCare. However, 
I do believe he has shown enormous business 
acumen in his very successful career as an en-
trepreneur. He took a leave of absence about ten 
years ago, when he took over as President and 
CEO of the Salt Lake Organizing Committee 
of the 2002 Winter Olympics. At the time, that 
Utah city’s Olympics were scandal-ridden and in 
complete disarray until Romney brought some 
excellent management skills to the effort. Mak-
ing the rescue job seem simple, he came in with 
a positive attitude, hired competent, committed 
people, and the result was a successful Olympics 
that few had thought possible. To paraphrase 
JFK: no one asked Romney about his religion 
when he was saving the reputation of a world-
renowned sporting competition.

If unemployment continues to hover around 
8% year and the economy is still struggling along 
with gas prices near $4 a gallon, along with other 
disastrous omens in the financial markets, it’s my 
guess that any Republican candidate will beat 
Obama. Furthermore, if that candidate is some-
one with a clear vision for reviving the economy, 
backed up by a sterling reputation for achieving 
success with superior management, organizing 
and entrepreneurial skills, I have a feeling that 
the voters will overlook what church the can-
didate attends. If you’ve lost your job in the last 
year and you’ve been picking up an unemploy-
ment check every month and don’t see a steady 
job on the horizon, you want someone whom 
you believe is capable of getting your life back on 
track. The average 9 to 5 working man or wom-
an didn’t cause this recession; it was caused by 
elected officials who spent more time catering to 
political party ideology and personal aggrandize-
ment than in pragmatic governing. On his way 
to the GOP nomination and his faceoff with 
President Obama in November, I hope Rom-
ney’s opponents don’t try to use his Mormonism 
against him, even with subtle references. Never-
theless, if they do, I think (and hope) voters will 
be more interested in getting jobs and feeding 
their families than in the ecclesiastical affiliation 
of the leader who can make that happen.
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the New York 
Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which were performed 
in plainclothes undercover assignments. Bob began a 
writing career about 12 years ago and had his first 
book published in 1999. Bob went on to write and 
publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in Black 
and White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” 
“Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of 
Life and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He also became 
a syndicated columnist under the title “Weir Only 
Human.”
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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1 column2 column
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Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 

914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester 
County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. 

Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. 

Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230
Situation Wanted

Situation Wanted: Lic. LPN will care for 
sick or elderly in your home day or nite. 

Exper Excell.Ref.  
845.440.7454 or 845.417.5687.

CLASSIFIED ADS

L E G A L  N O T I C E
THE FARM FOODIE, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 11/28/2011. Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process C/O 
Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 
Westchester Ave. Ste. 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

1250 PELHAM PARKWAY SOUTH, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 1/23/2012. Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of The LLC 20 Black Hawk 
Rd. Scarsdale, NY 10583. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

GEORGIO FAMILY LIMITED PART-
NERSHIP II Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 12/6/2011. 
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of C/O Patricia G. 
Micek Esq. 2180 Boston Post Rd. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity

SIGNATURE PUBLIC RELATIONS, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 10/27/2011. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process C/O 
Randal B. Hayes 101 Ellwood 
Ave. 1E Mt. Vernon, NY 10552. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

B8 ENTERPRISE LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/7/2011. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process Justin Jaikaran 9 
Holly St. Yonkers, NY 10704. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

RUN DOG RUN LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/2/2011. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of Alexandra Ginnel 211 Green 
Ln. Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity

NEWBOLD HOLDINGS LLC Arti-
cles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/19/2012. Office in West-
chester Co.  SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 305 North Ave. New 
Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

NEWBOLD LOT LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/30/2012. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 305 North Ave. 1st Fl. 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

BLUE TARGET LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/30/2011. Office in 
Westchester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of C/O Julio Alberto 
Garcia 119 E. Hartsdale Ave. Apt. 
4C Hartsdale, NY 10530. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

CHANCC LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
5/26/2011. Office in Westches-
ter  Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
The LLC 698 Saw Mill River RD 
Ardsley, NY 10502. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

NUDGE CAPITAL LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/3/2012. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of C/O Patricia G Micek Esq 2180 
Boston Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 
10538. Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

HAMMER TIME HANDYMAN, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 12/2/2011. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of The LLC 45 Vir-
ginia Lane Thornwood, NY 10594. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation Mommy-
N-Me of Shrub Oak LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY 2/21/2012. 
Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, P.O. Box 305, Lincoln-
dale, NY 10540. Purpose: all law-
ful activities.
EQUIDYNE HOLDINGS LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/29/11. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of Leslie Hughes 2005 Palmer 
Ave. #134 Larchmont, NY 10538. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity
MERCER 111, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/25/07. Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
The LLC 199 Lafayette St. New 
York, NY 10012. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 1 LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harri-
son, NY 10604. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 2 LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harri-
son, NY 10604. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 3 LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harri-
son, NY 10604. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 4 LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harri-
son, NY 10604. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

C.M.J. REALTY NO. 5 LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/24/12. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of The LLC 11 Quaker Ln. Harri-
son, NY 10604. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.
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