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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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CommunitySection

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester on the Level is heard from monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon on the internet: http://www.BlogtalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel.  
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO

914.235.3300
RetroFitness.net

( NEX T TO CITIBANK)

236 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE

GYM HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 4AM-MN • Sat. & Sun: 6AM-8PM

New Members Only • Must Present Ad • See Retro Fitness For Details

Over 13,00 Sq. Ft. of Fitness
Tons of Cardio With 17” LCD Screens

One-on-One Personal Training • Large Free Weight Area
Enjoy Your Favorite Movies in Our Huge Retro Theater

Totally Awesome Retro Blends* 
Smoothie Bar  • Childcare Available

So Much Entertainment You’ll Never Have To Wait Again!
Full Access To Over 90 retro Fitness Locations!

Great Fitness Classes Including:
Zumba® , Kickboxing, Spinning® and More!

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
This week the Jeffers 
crew had the whole gang 
home. my college girls 
were home for a well de-
served rest so i put them 

“write” to work and they all chipped in 
to help produce this week’s “family fun” 
edition of “news and notes.”

Congratulations and three cheers to 
the John Jay High School ice Hockey 
team as they finished a great run to the 
state championship, just coming up a 
little short in the title game losing 4-2 to 
Christian Brothers Academy from up-
state Jamesville DeWitt, way to go guys, 
you made us all proud.

They keep telling me that spring is 
on its way… and our friends at teatown 
Lake Reservation agree. The end of win-
ter means the burgeoning of vernal pools 
with new life. Join teatown educator 
Erin Baker for a walk through Hidden 
Valley to get a glimpse of the frenzied 
activity taking place as spring springs to 
life. The Vernal Pool hike takes place on 
Saturday march 23rd at 1:00 pm at the 
teatown Lake Reservation in ossining.

The Westchester Jazz orchestra 
founding Executive Director Emily 
tabin is retiring in December after serv-
ing 10 years as the WJo leader, good 
luck and great job...

Sir James Galway and Lady Jeanne 
Galway will be performing music for the 
flute from mozart to mancini on march 
23rd at the Performing Arts Center at 
Purchase College.

The mount Kisco Lion’s club 

has put the Fun in fundraising. on 
Wednesday April 3rd from 7:30 pm to 
9:30 pm they are having their 1st Annual 
Bowl-A-Thon Benefit with all proceeds 
going to The Guiding Eyes for the Blind 
and north East Special Recreation. Join 
them at Grand Prix/ Spins Bowling and 
support these great causes. For more in-
formation or to buy the $25.00 ticket (a 
bargain) call (914) 760-0014.

if you have never seen the Harlem 
magic masters in action, you are in 
for a real treat and all for a great cause. 
on Saturday march 23rdtevening at 
7:00pm the Police and Fire All Stars will 
take on the magic masters in a rollick-
ing basketball game at Pace university 
in support of the First Responders who 
suffered catastrophic loss in Hurricane 
Sandy. The money raised will benefit the 
new york Police Disaster Relief Fund 
and the Graybeards organization, an 
organization comprised of both active 
and retired police and firemen located 
primarily in the Breezy Point and Far 
Rockaway area. The Graybeards formed 
in the aftermath of 9/11 and have been 
serving those in need since then. They 
have been described as “angels” as they 
continue in their efforts to help those 
devastated by the storm four months ago. 
DJCAtCH1 will provide the music. 
main Street Sweets will be providing the 
goodies. For further information, contact 
Jill Lakin (917) 881-4991.

my darling wife is practicing pop-
ping corks as she prepares to attend 
the 13th annual Westchester Wine Ex-
perience on march 23rd at the Kessel 

Campus Center at Pace university in 
Pleasantville, proceeds to benefit Sandy 
Relief Fund and other local charities.

The Fort Hill Players final perfor-
mances of “33 Variations, Solving the 
Puzzle of Beethoven’s obsession” will 
take place on march 22 and 23 at the 
Rochambeau School in White Plains.

Congratulations and good luck to 
Red House Entertainment as they have 
been chosen to re-open the historic Par-
amount Theater in Peekskill.

Filmmaker marc Smerling who 
wrote the screenplay for the 2010 movie 
“All Good Things,” is filming a docu-
mentary based on the Robert Durst 
story in the Bedford area next month.

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
are looking for your discards, especially 
slightly used clothing, they will be in 
the Westchester area on march 27th 
to make pickups, call 1-800-775-8297 
(VEtS) for details.

metro north is adding 187 new 
trains to all three lines in April; maybe 
that is where some of the recent rate in-
creases went to…

The good folks here in northern 
Westchester sure know how to celebrate, 
there were many great parades, parties, 
occasions for food and drink to com-
memorate St. Patrick’s Day who knew 
we were all so irish? i finally put my 
green sweater away… see you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Yonkers Fire Department Warns Businesses of Possible 
Unauthorized Fire Extinguisher Inspections

YONKERS, NY -- The yonkers Fire 
Department today issued warnings to 
City businesses regarding possible un-
authorized fire extinguisher inspection 
visits to their businesses.

Within the last month, the yon-

kers Fire Department has received 
reports that local businesses have been 
visited by representatives of portable 
fire extinguisher servicing companies 
and have been victim of high pressure 
sales tactics to recharge or replace fire 

extinguishers that are not required by 
code to be recharged or replaced. mer-
chants are also being pressured to buy 
more portable fire extinguishers for 
their store than the Fire Code requires, 

Continued on page 4

http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel
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CONSUMER PROTECTION

which are sold at highly inflated prices.
“it is our responsibility to keep our 

residents informed of potential scams 
and frauds,” said Robert Sweeney, yon-
kers Fire Department Commissioner. 
“in this case, please be aware that the 
yonkers Fire Department does not 
send private companies, such as por-
table fire extinguisher servicing com-
panies, to conduct official yonkers Fire 

Department inspections. if you suspect 
a possible scam, please report it.”

Portable fire extinguishers may 
be purchased at a wide variety of retail 
stores, including most hardware stores, 
or they can be purchased from com-
panies which directly sell portable fire 
extinguishers.

Section 906 of the Fire Code of 
new york State, entitled “Portable 
Fire Extinguishers” and the national 

Fire Protection Association covers the 
requirements for the inspection, main-
tenance, recharging and hydrostatic 
testing of portable fire extinguishers. 
The new york State Fire Codes may 
be viewed at http://publicecodes.cita-
tion.com/st/ny/st/index.htm. yonkers 
businesses are encouraged to review 
these codes to ensure they fulfill the 
necessary requirements.

For additional information or as-

sistance relating to Fire Safety and/or 
Fire Prevention matters, residents and 
businesses may contact the yonkers 
Fire Department Fire Prevention Divi-
sion during business hours at 914-377-
7525 or 914-377-7526.

if a business would like to report 
a suspected fraudulent inspector, they 
should contact the yonkers Consumer 
Protection Bureau at 914-377-3000.

Yonkers Fire Department Warns Businesses of Possible Unauthorized Fire Extinguisher Inspections
Continued from page 3

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
i’ve been writing for over 
30 years -- columns, news 
stories, contributions to 
anthologies, a novel, col-
lections of poetry, and 

academic papers -- and, if it weren’t for 
personal computers, i never would have 
written any of it because i can’t type!

When i was in the government or 
corporate world, i would write in long 
hand and my secretary would type it. As 
part of this writing process, i would spend 
the vast amount of time on any memoran-
dum on the first page, constantly writing, 
throwing pages away, and starting over. i 
had the good fortune that, when i left the 
corporate world to start my own technol-
ogy consulting business, personal comput-
ers with word processing packages were 
beginning to arrive and i was able to enter 
the world of writing for fun and profit.

Very early in the world of technology 
consulting, watching how users dealt with 
innovative software, i drafted “johnmac’s 
axiom” (you probably never heard of it because 
I never posted it anywhere) -- “Quality soft-
ware brings users to the next level of dissatis-
faction.” it worked this way -- people who 
prepared manual spreadsheets, budgets, 
models, etc. were exposed to “Visicalc,” 
the first electronic spreadsheet, and were 
blown away; tasks that previously took 
days or weeks now took hours and correc-
tions could be applied instantly and did not 
require redoing of the entire sheet -- it was 
wonderful.

This initial euphoria would last for 
a few weeks, even months, until the “this 
would be even better if” (or, worse, “why 
doesn’t it?”) set in. it would be even better if 
it -- could sort -- could graph -- had statistical 
functions -- etc. -- etc. This reaction was not 
limited to spreadsheets -- word processors 
would be better if they had spell checkers, 
multiple fonts, interface with graphics and 
spreadsheets, thesauruses, etc.

Eventually all of these desired features 
were incorporated into programs -- very 

few people want more spreadsheet or word 
processing functions any more; most of us 
use only a fraction of what is contained in 
these programs so, as far as basic software is 
concerned, johnmac’s axiom is moot.

not so in my writer’s search for porta-
bility! -- like the quest for the Holy Grail, 
my search goes on and it is always satisfied 
for a time -- and then johnmac’s axiom 
kicks in again. Shortly after co-writing my 
first book (“Microcomputer Communica-
tions: A Window On The World,” John Wiley 
& Sons, 1983) and my first magazine ar-
ticles, i became obsessed with the idea of 
having a computer with me when travel-
ling for business or staying over in new 
york City when working on high-pressure 
projects and began taking an Apple ii 
(with cords and monitor) with me in the 
car or on planes. Shortly thereafter, the 
“luggable” (twenty-three and a half pounds) 
osborne one with build in monitor and 
the WordStar word processing program 
pre-installed arrived on the scene. now 
there was only one box to carry! -- but it 
was heavy and sold a lot of “airline carts” as 
hernia-preventers.

Shortly after the osborne one ar-
rived, another portable machine, The Kay-
Pro, running the same operating system, 
Digital Research’s “CP/m,” appeared on 
the scene. Like the osborne, the KayPro 
came bundled with Wordstar but addition-
ally, in a stroke of brilliance, KayPro made 
computers available at little (sometimes no 
cost) to writers, a move that locked such 
well-know writers as William F. Buckley, 
Jr. and Daniel Berrigan into using Word-
star for years (long after people had moved 
to the mS-DoS operating system and the 
KayPro was on the junk heap of obsolete 
machines) -- at that time, word process-
ing programs were so different from each 
other and annoying to learn that people 
were reluctant to try another program, no 
matter how much the features of the new 
one were trumpeted.

i had an osborne one and, while it 
worked well as a standalone computer, its 

presence in my computer world that was 
totally Apple ii based (and soon to transition 
to an MS-DOS base) complicated my writ-
ing life. i did not use Wordstar on a Apple 
ii nor on an mS-DoS machine and, even 
if i were to output material in an unfor-
matted (called “text” or “ASCii”) format, 
the disk formats were different making the 
transporting of documents between the 
osborne and my other system impossible. 
The osborne one then became a system 
that, once i started an article on it, i would 
have to finish it there -- not exactly what 
i wanted!

That problem was solved with the 
introduction of the Compaq Portable 
Computer, the first fully-mS-DoS com-
patible portable computer (by this time, i 
had migrated from the Apple ii to mS-
DoS machines -- you might have noted 
that much of my income was going into 
this technological odyssey). With the same 
disk formats and the ability to run the same 
word processing software, the compatibil-
ity problem had been solved.

However, one soon got tired of lug-
ging around a twenty-six pound computer, 
airline cart or not (and the hard disk version 
was 28 lbs.). There must be a better answer! 
-- and Radio Shack, with the help of mi-
crosoft, came up with one, the “TRS-80 
Model 100,” a three pound very manage-
able computer powered by AAA batteries. 
The model 100 found a niche quickly with 
reporters but, while i enjoyed using it as a 
note taker, there were real compatibility 
problems in using it as a true word pro-
cessor (the transfer of data to my primary 
computer could only be done through a 
rather unstable cable connection). So the 
hunt was still on.

The next item to appear was the 
“Data General One,” the first laptop in my 
memory to have a “clamshell design” (the 
flip-up design used in all laptops now). The 
“DG1” was also one of the first to use the 
3 1/2” disk formats (as opposed to the 5 1/4” 
standard used on the desktops and luggables at 
the time) -- this meant that you needed an 

external 5 1/4” drive for the laptop to be 
able to transfer information to a desktop 
for printing, storage or other functions; 
there were few, if any, 3 1/2” external drives 
for desktops at the time. it also meant that 
there would have to be versions of the de-
sired software (“MS-Word”, “1-2-3”, etc.) 
available in 3 1/2” format for the DG1 to 
be useful; this often meant buying a second 
set of the software.

As time went on, desktops went to the 
3 ½” format and the quality of the screen 
and speed both improved, and i went from 
a toshiba with a plasma text screen to a 
Compaq Window-based color screen.

While it would sound as though the 
combining of the disk formats and moving 
to Windows had solved the compatibil-
ity problems, i re-introduced complexity 
by abandoning my Windows desktop in 
favor of my macintosh! While both the 
mac and Windows laptops (there were no 
Mac laptops at the time) ran mS-Word on 3 
½” disks, both the disk formats and the file 
formats were incompatible! Fortunately, 
there were “work-arounds.” Although the 
Windows machine could not read disks 
formatted on a macintosh, the mac could 
read the mS-DoS formatted disks (which 
made business sense -- there were many more 
Windows machines than Macs in use). Addi-
tionally, “DataViz,” a Connecticut software 
company, announced a product “Docu-
ments to Go,” which converted Windows 
and mac versions or leading software 
(“mS-Word”, “WordPerfect”, etc.) from 
one-to-the-other.

So now, the compatibility issue was 
licked, albeit in a rather clunky manner. 
over the years, though, things improved -- 
The software providers made the file for-
mats compatible; Apple introduced great 
laptops; more and more, interfaces were 
performed through the use of uSB drives; 
or simply by e-mailing the documents -- 
so i could write on my mac, take a uSB 
drive to my faculty office and continue on a 
Windows machine, and, then, bring it back 
to the mac for final editing.

Well, that sounds as though it should 
be the end of it, huh? Everything works 
together now! not quite! The technology 
does not stand still -- nor do the users. 

As laptops became much more powerful, 
they replaced the clunkier desktops for 
many and it became more of an annoy-
ance to unplug them from printers and 
other devices to take them out to be por-
tables. Additionally, our use of handheld 
devices increased exponentially and bright 
people began adding keyboards to Palms 
and Smartphones and eventually brought 
us “tablets” (“iPad” and “Android” tablets), 
while the use of the “Cloud” brought us 
Google’s “Chromebook” -- and all brought 
us more compatibility issues!

(Next Column -- On To The Tablets and the 
Chromebook -- Which For You?)

Correction – in the last column, there 
was a major typo – i apologize that it was 
not caught. in the paragraph:

“The Age of Spiritual machines 
proved to be only a warm-up for The 
Singularity is near (2005), which laid out 
all the factors that Kurzweil sees com-
ing into play to bring the singularity into 
actuality in 2045. Kurzweil arrives at that 
date by first explaining that the continuing 
impact of “moore’s Law” (really an obser-
vation, rather than a law, that leads to the 
conclusion that computer processor speeds 
double ever 18 years)”,

“years” should be “months”
The paragraph should have read:
“The Age of Spiritual machines 

proved to be only a warm-up for The 
Singularity is near (2005), which laid out 
all the factors that Kurzweil sees com-
ing into play to bring the singularity into 
actuality in 2045. Kurzweil arrives at that 
date by first explaining that the continuing 
impact of “moore’s Law” (really an obser-
vation, rather than a law, that leads to the 
conclusion that computer processor speeds 
double ever 18 months).

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.
Comments, experiences and questions can be 
directed to johnmac13@gmail.com.

A Writer’s Search For Perfect Mobility

http://publicecodes.citation.com/st/ny/st/index.htm
http://publicecodes.citation.com/st/ny/st/index.htm
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
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By SHERIF AWAD
Last week, we were introduced to 
American-Ecuadorian film critic 
Ricardo “Rick” Segreda who grew 
up in new york, graduated from 
manhattanville College in Pur-

chase, new york, like his father, but was also fa-
miliar with Ecuador, his mother’s homeland, since 
he used to spend summer vacations in the nation’s 
capital, Quito. Although he supported his love of 
cinema with readings, high education and exten-
sive viewing, Rick hesitated to immediately venture 
into a career related to film and decided to go into a 
journey of self-discovery across the States.

“Essentially, at the time i turned 35 until i 
reached 41, i became increasingly unhappy because 
i was doing anything but working in cinema. i was 
trying to find a job that secured my life in order to 
pursue my love for cinema. my parents then ex-
tended their offer for me to move back to live in 
Ecuador, which at the onset, i refused. That was 
my first reaction to the offer. Doing so would have 
been an admission of failure from my perspective. 
Secondly, i thought with my small minded atti-
tude, that Ecuador had nothing to offer in terms 
of cinema. But after more struggles with odd jobs, i 
packed my things and flew to Quito”, remembered 
Rick.

Arriving in Ecuador, Rick was able to easily 
seek work since he was qualified to a citizenship 
due to the Ecuadorian nationality of his mother. 
“i thought i would teach the English language or 
run a hostel like most of the foreign expats arriving 
here. However, my stepfather, who wrote a political 
column for a local newspaper suggested introduc-
ing me to the publisher since the newspaper did 
not have a regular film critic. i landed my first job 
and my first film review in Spanish was published 
in Ecuador. it positively provoked many readers. in 
a short time, the column became a weekly full page 
in El Diario La Hora ( http://www.lahora.com.ec 
). once i became the official film critic, i realized i 
could use that opportunity to build a career. i went 

above and beyond to evaluate what it had been 
screening on Ecuadorian screens only to discover 
there wasn’t an active community of filmmakers in 
Ecuador”, Segreda said.

Rick Segreda became more active beyond his 

weekly duty as a writer. He started to organize 
conferences and gatherings to introduce filmmak-
ers to one another. He interviewed them and wrote 
about their struggles and their problems to finance 
their pictures. “When i became more involved in 
the film circle, more opportunities came my way. i 
was offered a film teaching job in one of Quito’s in-
stitute. Within two years, i helped local filmmaker 
Pablo Palacios on his 2009’s documentary Flags, 
Feathers and Lies. Palacios was seeking someone 
fluent in English to work on the footages of the 
film he shot in new orleans in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. He then introduced me to the 
film’s producer from new york, who happened to 
be Julie Belafonte, the ex-wife of Harry Belafonte”, 
Segreda noted.

Julie immediately became good friends with 
Rick, becoming a frequent collaborator, assigning 
him to work on the publicity of her award-winning 
documentary she produced: Rhythm of Fire, which 
was also directed by Pablo Palacios in Cuba and 

The World According to Film, Part II
 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Flags, Feathers and Lies.

Rick Segreda interviewing Darren Aronofsky 
online.

Continued on page 6

http://www.lahora.com.ec
http://www.lahora.com.ec


Page 6 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2013

hosted by actor Danny Glover.
more opportunities came along 

Rick’s way thanks to digital technol-
ogy and the internet. “When i came to 
know that a local theatre was showing 
Amazing Grace, one of michael Apted’s 
documentaries, i succeeded in getting 
his e-mail, thereafter gaining his ap-
proval to hold an online interview, and 
to present the film to Ecuadorian at-
tendees while he was far away, shooting 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of 
the Dawn Treader four years ago.

The following year, Rick Segreda 
succeeded in directing his first docu-
mentary on the history of italian archi-
tecture, made possible through a grant 
by the italian ministry of Culture. “Ac-

cidentally, the italian embassy in Quito 
was next to this film and graphic design 
school. i walked in out of curiosity 
only to land a full-time teaching job”. 
Although the school was financially 
struggling, Rick took on the task to 
make it famous and put it on the map. 
“using my contacts as a writer, i suc-
ceeded to get filmmakers from the cali-
ber of John Sayles, Darren Aronofsky, 
and Steve Barron to talk to my students 
via Skype.

Steve Barron was not only famous 
for taking the helm of the 1990s live 
action version of Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, but for also directing infamous 
music videos of the early 1980s, like 
michael Jackson’s Billie Jean, A-Ha’s 
Take On Me, and Human League’s 
Don’t You Want Me. So Barron spoke to 

us from London about how he directed 
those music videos and how he worked 
with these megastars. i also got hold of 
Austrian music composer Eric Spitzer, 
the frequent collaborator of Werner 
Herzog who was visiting Ecuador to 
perform with his wife. As i was ask-
ing him to talk to my students, Spitzer 
invited me to shoot and document his 
musical tour across the country. next 
April, we will have the infamous graph-
ic designer milton Glaser, the artist 
who invented the “i Love new york” 
logo back in 1977”, said Rick, who has 
finally found his “groove” by being fully 
immersed in the world o film.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad 
is a film / video critic and curator. He is 
the film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.Egypttoday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rot-

terdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He 
also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Ara-
bia (http://varietyarabia.com/), in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-
masry Al-youm Website (http://www.

almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) 
and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

(L-R) Rick Segreda with Sherif Awad at Casa de Cultura of Quito, Ecuador.
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FRILLS, FLOUNCES and FASHION

By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
This season you’ll have 
zero problem find-
ing something easy to 
wear. From Easter-egg 

colors to happy-go-lucky floral prints, 
the designs are appropriate to wear 
year-round. At MaxMara, a success-
ful collection played to the company’s 
heritage as a maker of fine outerwear. 
The silhouette was oversized, loose, and 
easy. An elongated look was rendered 
brilliantly in a classic-cool ensemble – 
slouchy tobacco-colored top, neckline 
softly rounded, sleeves long and nar-
row, topping a clingy sky-blue skirt that 
stopped just below the knee. By the end 
of the show, there wasn’t one piece that 
couldn’t have believably marched off 

the runway and into the street.
it’s easy to see why Alexander 

Wang is a favorite of the First Lady. 
His pieces are striking, vibrant and full 
of life. Wang introduced a handful of 
new silhouettes: leather tops in vibrant 
shades that popped and sweaters with 
sheer backs for showing a little spring-
time skin. And nothing was simpler or 
prettier than a standout of the show: an 
exquisitely-cut sheath ending mid-calf 
with an alluring little slit in the hem 
as its only embellishment. The frock 
was understated, classic and shown in 
barely-there pale blue-gray.

tired of neons and tropical prints 
yet? ElieTahari isn’t. The designer stuck 
by those familiar trends with a spring 
presentation intended to channel a 
lively cocktail party at one of Richard 
neutra’s Palm Spring residences dur-
ing the 1950s. A signature sheath in 
lace mixed leopard and palm branch 
motifs, while lime colored cropped 
trousers featured an allover python 
pattern. A carefully crafted leopard-
print chiffon tunic top accented with 
exotic flowers was paired with white 
skinny trousers for an ensemble that 

was a comfy way to get in on this sea-
son’s look. tahari’s customer turns to 
the label for polished everyday staples 
which were in abundance here and 
made a most favorable impact.

Celebrating its tenth birthday, 
Gilles mendel launched J. Mendel 
ready-to-wear ten years ago, just about 
130 years after his family established 

the house of J. mendel in Saint Peters-
burg as a furrier catering to the Russian 
aristocracy. What did the new czarinas 
at the spring show see? Luxe day dress-
es for which mendel is known, and a 
great number of diaphanously sexy, 
draped, and pleated gowns for which 
he is famous. But the real story here 
was color. The palette started soft and 

watery and then ducked into brights. 
one of the best, a va-va-va voom shift 
in a bright neon orange pattern which 
capriciously ended demurely below the 
knee.

Spring 2013 fashion provides a 
bouquet of unabashedly pretty designs 
to choose from – easy to pull off for ev-
ery budget and sleek enough to work at 
the office or on date night. This trend 
is, happily, the definition of wearable.
Beauty / Fashion Editor Barbara Barton 
Sloane keeps us informed on the capricious 
and engaging fashion and beauty scene. 
As Travel Editor she is constantly globe-
hopping to share her unique experiences 
with our readers; from the exotic to the 
sublime. 

Spring Awakening

Elie Tahari. MaxMara.J. Mendel. T by Alexander Wang.

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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Continued on page 8

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

By ROBERT SCOTT
together again in Cro-
ton, Florence Deshon 
and max Eastman 
clashed frequently.

Florence’s contin-
ued outbursts of rage over max’s with-
drawn moodiness were, by her own 
admission, “absolutely insane.”

The couple agreed that only a sep-
aration could end the self-destructive 
warfare their intense love sparked.

Florence returned to Hollywood 
in an attempt to pick up the threads of 
her film career. She quickly discovered 
that it was not her talent or beauty that 
movie producers wanted. Without the 
publicity and glamour of a liaison with 
Chaplin, then Hollywood’s most fa-
mous and richest star, they were no lon-
ger interested in her. When she turned 
to Chaplin for comfort, Florence found 
him cool. He was already amusing 
himself with another young actress 

from the new york stage--rising teen-
age starlet may Collins.

Florence made three films in 1920 
and only one in 1921. Her movie ca-
reer waning, she kept busy with roles in 
plays at the Pasadena Playhouse. She 
had her hair bobbed and sent a lock of 
it to max. He visited California again 
in January of 1921, and they alternated 
moments of intense pleasure with cat-
like quarrels that prompted him to call 
her “the Black Panther.”

After completing the manuscript 
of his book on the sense of humor, max 
returned to new york in June. Within a 
month their correspondence resumed, 
only to have Florence denounce him 

for his neurotic selfishness.
in the autumn of 1921, Florence 

returned to new york and booked a 
room at the Algonquin Hotel in the 
heart of the theater district. Her hope 
was to land a part in a Broadway play. 
in December, she moved from the Al-
gonquin and subleased the apartment 
of Doris Stevens, who had married at-
torney Dudley Field malone and was 
honeymooning in Europe.

A militant suffragist, Stevens had 
shared a house in Croton with malone. 
An attorney who had resigned as Col-
lector of the Port of new york, a politi-
cal plum of a job, to protest the rough 
treatment given to women picketing 
the White House.

The Stevens apartment was in 
Rhinelander Gardens, a series of eight 
three-story row houses designed in 
1854 by James Renwick, Jr., archi-
tect of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Grace 
Church and other new york churches. 
in Westchester, Renwick designed two 

churches: The Presbyterian Church 
in irvington and St. mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Sleepy Hollow, now the Ro-
man Catholic immaculate Conception 
Church.

Located on the south side of West 
11th Street, just west of Sixth Avenue, 
and set back from the street, the Rhine-
lander Gardens buildings featured 
across their fronts continuous tiers of 
lacy cast-iron balconies reminiscent 
of new orleans’ Bourbon Street. Still 
fashionable, the apartments offered 
both gas and electric illumination, the 
former a blessing if the electricity failed.

According to max, Friday night, 

February 4, 1922, he was attending a 
Broadway play with artist neysa mc-
mein when a man tapped him on the 
shoulder and whispered, “Florence 
Deshon has been taken to the hospi-
tal. She turned on the gas in her room. 
She’s in St. Vincent’s Hospital.”

Earlier that day, max had met 
Florence by chance as they both 
emerged from the Broadway subway at 
42nd Street. They walked uptown to-
gether, exchanging pleasantries. What 
he did not tell her as they parted at 
48th Street was that he was on his way 
to the Scribner offices on Fifth Avenue 
to pick up a leather-bound presentation 
copy of his book, The Sense of Humor. 
His intention was to bring his gift to 
Florence that afternoon, but he fell 
asleep and decided to surprise her with 
it the next morning.

max rushed to the hospital and 
was told that Florence’s condition 
was critical. A doctor asked whether 
he would give her a pint of his blood. 
Gasping for air, Florence was wheeled 
in beside max for the direct transfusion. 
He was sure that despite her body’s ef-
fort to cling to life, her will to die would 
triumph. “in 
her presence,” 
max later wrote 
of the incident, 
“my little per-
sonal regret 
about the book 
seemed trivial 
and sentimental, 
as i so often had 
seemed trivial 
and sentimental 
beside her bold, 
heroic, uncom-
promi s ing l y 
passionate way 
of living a life.”

E a s t m a n 
later recounted 
the story of their 
flawed romance 
and Florence’s 
last moments in 
his 1964 auto-
biography, Love 
and Revolu-
tion. in it, he 
characterized 
her death as a 
suicide, attrib-
uting it to her 
failure to revive 
her theatrical 
career. yellow-

ing newspaper files, however, reveal ad-
ditional details about Florence’s death, 
including evidence that the account of 
the incident in his book did not match 
the actual events.

A news story in The new york 
times for Saturday, February 5, 1922, 
reported that ms. minnie morris, de-
scribed as a newspaperwoman, had 
returned to her apartment Friday night 
and detected the odor of gas. She found 
Florence unconscious in the bedroom 
of the Stevens apartment. A window 

was open and illuminating gas was 
flowing from an opened jet.

A follow-up story in the times on 
Sunday, February 6, reported, “none of 
the friends of Florence Deshon, film 
actress, friend of Charlie Chaplin and 
of max Eastman, could find the least 
motive yesterday in her death. All de-
clared the gas must have been turned 
on accidentally, and the medical Ex-
aminer has reached the same conclu-
sion.”

Funeral services for her were held 
at noon monday, February 7, at Frank 
E. Campbell’s Funeral Church at 
Broadway and 66th Street. max did 
not attend.

Rumors persisted, however, that 
she had killed herself over personal 
problems. Some even suggested that 
she had quarreled with max. one 
neighbor told about a dispute that had 
taken place in Florence’s apartment re-
cently between her and an unidentified 
male visitor.

When a times reporter contacted 
him, max strongly denied the charge: 
“it is absolutely false. miss Deshon was 
a dear friend of mine, and i am sure her 
death was accidental. There was no rea-
son in the world why she should take 

Florence Deshon’s subleased apartment was in Rhinelander Gardens on West 11th 
Street. Photographer Berenice Abbott took this photograph in 1937.

Movies were purveyors of images of 
unattainable goddesses and gods. This is 

Florence Deshon in 1916.
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her life, and no letter has been found 
or received to indicate that she did. 
She was healthy and happy when i saw 
her, on Thursday afternoon [not Friday 
afternoon, as his book has it], and we 
had an engagement for the theatre on 
Saturday. Please do not question me 
any more about it.”

The Sunday times story reported 
that max had gone to the hospital on 
Saturday morning [not Friday night], 
when doctors made a final attempt to 
revive her, and a blood transfusion was 
performed. it concluded with the news 
that at the time of her death the offer 
of a part in a play was awaiting her ac-
ceptance.

not long after the funeral, East-
man left on a planned trip to an inter-
national conference in Genoa, italy, and 
then on to his final destination, Russia. 
He would remain in Europe for five 
years.

He was trailed by many questions: 
Was Florence Deshon’s death an ac-
cident? A suicide? How to account for 
the open window in February? Had the 
flame been lit and blown out by a draft 
of air? Why would the gas have been 
lit when electric illumination was avail-
able? And how to explain the absence 
of a farewell note from a young woman 
who regularly poured out her soul in 
letters to friends?

The past guards its secrets well, and 
the big question remains unanswered: 
What were the true circumstances be-
hind Florence Deshon’s death?

Epilogue
in 1955, the eight row houses of 

Rhinelander Gardens with their lovely 
filigreed iron balconies were demol-
ished and replaced by an ugly green 
P.S. 41.

For years accounts of Florence 
Deshon’s career and death have main-
tained that her grave site was unknown. 
Cemetery records were scoured in her 
birthplace, tacoma, Washington, and 
Hollywood, California, to no avail. 
Diligent research, however, has solved 
this mystery.

it turns out that Florence Deshon 
was quietly buried in new york, the 

city where she died. Her gravesite is in 
mt. Zion Cemetery in maspeth in the 
borough of Queens, along what is des-
ignated as Path 10 in the Left Section 
of the cemetery.

Beautiful Florence Deshon was 
only 28 years old when she died mys-
teriously. She joined two other creative 
artists associated with Broadway and 
Hollywood who also died young and 
are buried in mt. Zion Cemetery: sa-
tirical novelist nathanael West, 27, and 
lyricist Lorenz Hart, 48, of the song-
writing team of Rodgers and Hart. All 
three have gone too soon to that undis-
covered country from whose bourn no 
traveler has yet returned.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publish-
er and local historian. He lives in Croton-
on-Hudson, N.Y.

Continued on page 9

Detail of the iron balconies at 
Rhinelander Gardens as photographed 

by Berenice Abbott in 1937.

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA
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IN MEMORIAM

By HENRY J. STERN
mayor Koch left us last 
month at the age of 88 
after a long and produc-
tive life. He served twelve 
years (1978 – 1989) as 

the 105th mayor of the City of new 
york, bringing the city from the brink 
of bankruptcy to fiscal stability. Dur-
ing his tenure new york reversed a 
significant population decline since the 
1970s, when hundreds of thousands of 
people fled the persistently increasing 
crime rate and deficit financing. After 
falling more than ten percent in that 
decade, the city’s population made a 
turn-around in the 1980s that has con-
tinued since.

Ed Koch first came to public at-
tention in the early 1960s, during three 
races against Carmine DeSapio for the 
unpaid position of Democratic District 
Leader in Greenwich Village. DeSapio 
was at the time the most powerful 
Democrat in new york State. He exer-
cised great influence over the selection 
of personnel in city government and 
the decisions they made in contested 
cases of the awarding of city contracts 
for goods and services and the appoint-
ment and reappointment of judges law 
secretaries and other judicial officers.

Koch’s outstanding political deci-
sion during those years was his endorse-
ment of John Lindsay, a Republican 
congressman running for mayor on the 
Republican and Liberal lines. At that 
time (1965) a cross-party political en-
dorsement was practically unheard of. 

For that daring move, which he made 
two days before Election Day, he re-
ceived national attention including a 
front page headline in the Daily news. 
it also gained him the admiration and 
respect of the Liberal Party, a relation-
ship which lasted for years and gave 
him indispensable Liberal support for 
his races for the City Council in 1966 
and Congress in 1968. The relationship 
lasted until 1977 when, on the recom-
mendation of Governor Carey, they 
supported mario Cuomo for mayor. 
For that deviation, Cuomo was for-
given, the Liberal Party was not.

Koch’s stewardship of the city as 
mayor was as an honest and competent 
professional. For the first time, judges 
were selected by nonpartisan panels on 
the merits, not by county leaders. Koch 
ran against Cuomo for governor in 
1982, an office that he had previously 
publicly disdained. He lost to Cuomo 
in the Democratic primary and in 
1989, seeking an unprecedented fourth 
term, he lost the Democratic mayoral 
nomination to City Clerk, David Din-
kins, who in turn was replaced after one 
term by Rudy Giuliani.

After leaving office Koch enjoyed 
an unusually active career as a public 
citizen. He wrote numerous books and 
newspaper articles, became a movie 
critic for weekly newspapers and en-
dorsed candidates for public office who 
pledged to support reform. His popu-
larity increased greatly during the out 
years because he no longer had to make 
decisions which distressed people and 
he could not be blamed for the actions 

or inaction of city government.
Koch spoke jocularly. When asked 

if would run for mayor again he would 
invariably reply, “no. The people threw 
me out, and now the people must be 
punished.” As the years flew by, more 
people came to agree with that. He was 
increasingly regarded as a local sage. 
He was frequently asked by the press 
to comment on public issues, which he 
did with candor and wit. Koch stood 
somewhere between yogi Berra and 
Woody Allen. He lectured for a fee at 
colleges and universities. Honors ac-
crued, particularly, the renaming of the 
century old Queensboro Bridge which 
Koch described as a workhorse like 
himself. He liked to say that he held 
nine jobs at once, referring specifically 
to his extra-curricular activities.

His day job was as a lawyer in 
private practice. For 23 years he was a 

partner in the firm of Bryan Cave until 
his last weeks, when he succumbed to 
congestive heart failure. His funeral on 
February 4th, attended by 2,000 people 
and addressed by President Clinton, 
was held at temple Emanu-el. inter-
ment was at the non-denominational 
trinity Cemetery in upper manhattan. 
Koch said that he did not want to leave 
the borough, even in death.

Besides rescuing the city from fi-
nancial and social decline and laying 
the foundation for fiscal responsibility 
on which subsequent mayors were able 
to build, his most enduring political 
legacy may be his achievements as a 
reformer which continue to shape gov-
ernment to this day.

in his last years, he became a vocal 
advocate for creating an independent 
and non-partisan redistricting process, 
strengthening ethical standards and 
instituting responsible budgeting prac-
tices in new york State. He formed 
new york uprising, a coalition of good 
government groups, to pursue these 
goals in Albany.

Currently in new york City, the 
Campaign Finance Board, which he 
established in 1988, is under attack by 
candidates who are challenging its le-
gal authority. They claim that the city 
cannot have tighter campaign dona-
tion and spending regulations than the 
state. An alliance which includes several 
of the groups which took part in new 
york uprising, is now pushing for the 
state to adopt standards for fairness in 
campaign finance which would help 
non-career politicians to be able to 
compete, while empowering those who 
make modest contributions to local 
candidates.

in the next part of this essay, i will 

try to describe the political activism 
that took place in manhattan during 
the 1960s. i first met Ed Koch while 
working as Secretary of the Borough of 
manhattan, a grandiose title for a staff 
member to a minor official.

i would like to recall what we did 
together at that time.

A month has passed since we lost 
mayor Koch. And i am still coming to 
terms with his passing. on a personal 
basis, it is the loss of a very good friend, 
companion and mentor; someone i 
knew for 50 years. He supported me 
even when i was unable to stand with 
him publicly for reasons of self-pres-
ervation. He was godfather to my first 
son Jared and held him at his bris. He 
was a rare figure in City government. 
He grew wiser and deeper with the 
passing years. He will long be remem-
bered and hopefully his good works 
will endure for generations.

First impression
When we met, he had been a 

candidate for the lowest office on the 
ballot, state Assemblyman. He had 
been defeated by a substantial margin. 
Some people suggested that he was the 
wrong candidate for a sophisticated 
neighborhood like Greenwich Village. 
As the son of poor Polish immigrant 
Jews, how could he compete with the 
more polished Fifth Avenue Jews who 
went to reform temples? How could a 
kid from City College and nyu Law 
School compete with ivy Leaguers at 
prestigious firms?

We became friendly because we 
were in similar lines of work and had 
similar ideas for reform. As Secretary 
of the Borough, i attended every com-
munity board meeting in twelve com-

Edward I. Koch (1924 - 2013)
Ed Koch, Three-Term Mayor, Reflected New York’s Spirit and Captured Its Affection
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munity districts. This was the best way i knew to 
learn about the neighborhoods and the people. 
That is where the civic action was.

Politics is a business of people and the villag-
ers considered the community board to be a town 
meeting where they could express their views. The 
board met monthly, on a tuesday evening. After 
work downtown and before the meeting i went 
straight to dinner. The place we went most often 
was the Limelight, located at 7th Ave across from 
Christopher Park. They sold a complete dinner 
for $1.80. (That was, of course, the price in 1962.)

in october 1962, when Koch was 38 and i 
was 27, i recommended him to Borough Presi-
dent Dudley for appointment to community 
board number 2, which was the first public office 
he held. Some local politicians questioned wheth-
er he was sufficiently mature to serve on such a 
distinguished board. nonetheless, the Borough 
President appointed him and he became a valu-
able member of the board because he reached out 
to all of the neighborhoods in the Village, not just 
the one in which he lived.

Koch and i would see each other at com-
munity meetings, which were most often held 
to complain about city services, and i heard him 
speak to various groups in the neighborhood. He 
reached out to everyone he met, hoping to build 
relationships for his next campaign which he 
lacked in race for Assemblyman.

in those days in Greenwich Village a per-
son who wanted to speak in public would take a 
stepladder and plant it on a sidewalk at a street 
corner, displaying an American flag to show that 
the speaker was exercising his first amendment 
right to public speech and could not be silenced 
by the arbitrary denial of a permit by local offi-
cials. But without a sound permit for amplifica-
tion, the speaker had to rely on the strength of 
his voice, his vigor and his cleverness in argument 
to hold the attention of the ever-shifting street 
crowd that half-listened to the man who stood at 
the top of the stepladder. Hostile hecklers, some 
from rival clubs, would at times seek to destabilize 
the meeting and seize the attention of the crowd 
for themselves.

This variety of improv turned out to be an 
area in which the young Koch was unusually gift-
ed. His loud and forceful voice, somewhat high 
pitched at the time, could not be shouted down as 
he discussed his topic. His positions were progres-
sive: opposition to the war in Vietnam, support 
for women’s rights to abortions and the repeal of 
drug laws he believed to be arbitrary, overly puni-
tive and discriminatory against poor people.

Local issues in the Village were overshad-
owed, however, by the struggle between mayor 
Wagner and tammany Hall for control of the 
citywide Democratic Party. Carmine DeSapio, 
leader of an italian American Democratic Club 
in the South Village, was under attack by lib-
eral reform elements of the party based loosely 
on Adlai Stevenson’s Presidential campaign of 
1956. in general Stevenson supporters were not 

welcomed by the regular Democratic organiza-
tion (tammany) which often supported irish and 
italian incumbents with more conservative views.

to his credit, a reform that DeSapio initiated 
provided for the direct election of district leaders. 
Formerly they were elected by members of the 
county committee, an obscure group of over a 
thousand county committee members of whom 
most of the public were unaware. in 1962, Koch 
became the V.i.D. candidate for State Assembly 
and lost an uphill battle against a DeSapio ally, 
William Passannante. Village independent 
Democrats ran him against DeSapio in 1963. 
Koch led by 41 votes out of 9,000. The race was 
so close that the courts ordered a new election to 
be held on primary day the next year (1964). This 
time Koch and the Village independent Demo-
crats won by the small but defensible margin of 
164 votes.

The Greenwich Village race attracted sub-
stantial attention in city press because it was a 
challenge by an insurgent against well-known in-
cumbent who had served for many years and had 
influence far beyond the district. DeSapio was 
also a Democratic national committeeman for 
new york State and served as new york’s Sec-
retary of State in Governor Harriman’s cabinet. 
He used his state offices for his private interests, 
which ultimately led to his conviction and im-
prisonment. As district leaders, Koch and Carol 
Greitzer fought the Lower manhattan Express-
way, demanded more services and new schools 
and opposed traffic changes they considered anti-
pedestrian. They supported the landmarking of 
older buildings to prevent displacement of their 
existing tenants. They did not participate in pa-
tronage; they did not seek for themselves or ask 
for others positions in government. By 1965 gen-
trification had displaced many italian-Americans 
and replaced them with younger newcomers of 
mixed heritage, many with professional back-
grounds. After an eight year struggle, 1957 -1965, 
the beachhead of reform had been established, 
secured and had defended against the old politics.

Koch took a giant step forward in 1965, 
when on the day before the Democratic primary 
he endorsed John V. Lindsay, Republican-Liberal 
candidate for mayor. This came about at the sug-
gestion of old friends who felt that the election 
would determine the future of reform in new 
york City politics for a generation. By accidental 
timing and the breadth of the challenge, a story 
made part of a page one headline in The Daily 
news. The Democratic county organization tried 
to expel Koch as District Leader on grounds of 
disloyalty but that effort foundered.

An unexpected dividend from that decision 
was that Alex Rose and the Liberal party so ap-
preciated Koch’s decision, that they not only sup-
ported him, but said that they would accept no 
other Democrat except Koch in forthcoming 
races for vacated City Council and Congressional 
seats. Koch won handily against prestigious Re-
publicans and set off for a new life in Washington 
in January 1969.
Henry J. Stern is the founder and president of New 
York Civic ( www.NYCivic.org ).
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Edward I. Koch (1924 - 2013)
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INTERNATIONAL

By DANIEL PIPES
over three years af-
ter maj. nidal malik 
Hasan’s massacre at Fort 
Hood, texas, in novem-
ber 2009, the classifica-

tion of his crime remains in dispute. in 
its wisdom, the Department of Defense, 
supported by law enforcement, politi-
cians, journalists, and academics, deems 
the killing of thirteen and wounding of 
forty-three to be “workplace violence.” 
For example, the 86-page study on pre-
venting a repeat episode, Protecting the 
Force: Lessons from Fort Hood, men-
tions “workplace violence” sixteen times.
[1]

indeed, were the subject not mor-
bid, one could be amused by the dis-
agreement over what exactly caused the 
major to erupt. Speculations included 
“racism” against him, “harassment he 
had received as a muslim,” his “sense 
of not belonging,” “mental problems,” 
“emotional problems,” “an inordinate 
amount of stress,” the “worst nightmare” 
of his being deployed to Afghanistan, or 
something fancifully called “pre-trau-
matic stress disorder.” one newspaper 
headline, “mindset of Rogue major a 
mystery,” sums up this bogus state of 
confusion.[2]

in contrast, members of congress 
ridiculed the “workplace violence” 
characterization and a coalition of 160 
victims and family members recently 
released a video, “The truth about Fort 
Hood,” criticizing the administration. 
on the third anniversary of the mas-
sacre, 148 victims and family members 

sued the u.S. government for avoiding 
legal and financial responsibility by not 
acknowledging the incident as terror-
ism.[3]

The military leadership willfully 
ignores what stares them in the face, 
namely Hasan’s clear and evident is-
lamist inspiration; Protecting the Force 
mentions “muslim” and “jihad” not a 
single time, and “islam” only once, in a 
footnote.[4] The massacre officially still 
remains unconnected to terrorism or 
islam.

This example fits in a larger pat-
tern: The establishment denies that 
islamism—a form of islam that seeks to 
make muslims dominant through an ex-
treme, totalistic, and rigid application of 
islamic law, the Shari’a—represents the 
leading global cause of terrorism when it 
so clearly does. islamism reverts to me-
dieval norms in its aspiration to create 
a caliphate that rules humanity. “islam 
is the solution” summarizes its doctrine. 
islam’s public law can be summarized 
as elevating muslim over non-muslim, 
male over female, and endorsing the use 
of force to spread muslim rule. in re-
cent decades, islamists (the adherents of 
this vision of islam) have established an 
unparalleled record of terrorism. to cite 
one tabulation: TheReligionofPeace.

com counts 20,000 assaults in the name 
of islam since 9/11,[5] or about five a 
day. in the West, terrorist acts inspired by 
motives other than islam hardly register.

it is important to document and 
explain this denial and explore its impli-

cations. The examples come predomi-
nantly from the united States, though 
they could come from virtually any 
Western country—except israel.

Documenting Denial
The government, press, and acad-

emy routinely deny that islamist mo-
tives play a role in two ways, specific and 
general. Specific acts of violence perpe-
trated by muslims lead the authorities 
publicly, willfully, and defiantly to close 
their eyes to islamist motivations and 
goals. instead, they point to a range of 
trivial, one-time, and individualistic mo-
tives, often casting the perpetrator as vic-
tim. Examples from the years before and 
after 9/11 include:

Examples from the years before 
and after 9/11 include:
•	 1990	 assassination	 of	 Rabbi	

meir Kahane in new york: 
“A prescription drug for … 
depression.”[6]

•	 1991	murder	of	Makin	Morcos	in	
Sydney: “A robbery gone wrong.”

•	 1993	 murder	 of	 Reverend	 Doug	
Good in Western Australia: An 
“unintentional killing.”

•	 1993	attack	on	foreigners	at	a	hotel	
in Cairo, killing ten: insanity.[7]

•	 1994	killing	of	a	Hasidic	Jew	on	the	
Brooklyn Bridge: “Road rage.”[8]

•	 1997	 shooting	 murder	 atop	 the	
Empire State Building: “many, 
many enemies in his mind.”[9]

•	 2000	 attack	 on	 a	 bus	 of	 Jewish	
schoolchildren near Paris: A traffic 
incident.

•	 2002	 plane	 crash	 into	 a	 Tampa	
high-rise by an osama bin Laden-
admiring Arab-American (but 
non-muslim): the acne drug 
Accutane.[10]

•	 2002	 double	murder	 at	LAX:	 “A	
work dispute.”[11]

•	 2002	 Beltway	 snipers:	 A	 “stormy	
[family] relationship.”[12]

•	 2003	Hasan	Karim	Akbar’s	attack	
on fellow soldiers, killing two: An 
“attitude problem.”[13]

•	 2003	 mutilation	 murder	 of	
Sebastian Sellam: mental illness.
[14]

•	 2004	 explosion	 in	 Brescia,	 Italy,	
outside a mcDonald’s restaurant: 
“Loneliness and depression.”[15]

•	 2005	 rampage	 at	 a	 retirement	
center in Virginia: “A disagreement 
between the suspect and another 
staff member.”[16]

•	 2006	 murderous	 rampage	 at	 the	
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Seattle: “An animus toward 
women.”[17]

•	 2006	killing	by	a	man	in	an	SUV	
in northern California: “His recent, 
arranged marriage may have made 
him stressed.”[18]
This pattern of denial is all the more 

striking because it concerns distinctly is-

lamic forms of violence such as suicide 
operations, beheadings, honor killings 
and the disfiguring of women’s faces. For 
example, when it comes to honor kill-
ings, Phyllis Chesler has established that 
this phenomenon differs from domestic 
violence and, in Western countries, is 
almost always perpetrated by muslims.
[19] Such proofs, however, do not con-
vince the establishment, which tends to 
filter islam out of the equation.

The generalized threat inspires 
more denial. Politicians and others avoid 
mention of islam, islamism, muslims, 
islamists, mujahideen, or jihadists. in-
stead, they blame evildoers, militants, 
radical extremists, terrorists, and al-Qae-
da. Just one day after 9/11, u.S. secretary 
of state Colin Powell set the tone by as-
serting that the just-committed atroci-
ties “should not be seen as something 
done by Arabs or islamics; it is some-
thing that was done by terrorists.”[20]

Another tactic is to obscure is-
lamist realities under the fog of verbiage. 
George W. Bush referred once to “the 
great struggle against extremism that 
is now playing out across the broader 
middle East”[21] and another time to 
“the struggle against ideological extrem-
ists who do not believe in free societ-
ies and who happen to use terror as a 
weapon to try to shake the conscience 
of the free world.”[22] He went so far 
as to dismiss any islamic element by as-
serting that “islam is a great religion that 
preaches peace.”[23]

in like spirit, Barack obama ob-
served that “it is very important for us 
to recognize that we have a battle or a 
war against some terrorist organizations, 
but that those organizations aren’t repre-
sentative of a broader Arab community, 
muslim community.”[24] obama’s at-
torney general, Eric Holder, engaged 
in the following exchange with Lamar 
Smith (Republican, tex.) during con-
gressional testimony in may 2010, re-
peatedly resisting a connection between 
islamist motives and a spate of terrorist 
attacks:

Smith: in the case of all three [ter-
rorist] attempts in the last year, … one of 
which was successful, those individuals 
have had ties to radical islam. Do you 
feel that these individuals might have 
been incited to take the actions that they 
did because of radical islam?

Holder: Because of?
Smith: Radical islam.
Holder: There are a variety of rea-

sons why i think people have taken these 
actions. it’s one, i think you have to look 
at each individual case. i mean, we are in 
the process now of talking to mr. [Feisal] 
Shahzad to try to understand what it is 
that drove him to take the action.

Smith: yes, but radical islam could 
have been one of the reasons?

Holder: There are a variety of rea-

sons why people ...
Smith: But was radical islam one 

of them?
Holder: There are a variety of rea-

sons why people do things. Some of 
them are potentially religious...[25]

And on and on Holder persisted, 
until Smith eventually gave up. And this 
was not exceptional: An almost identical 
denial took place in December 2011 by 
a senior official from the Department of 
Defense.[26]

or one can simply ignore the is-
lamist element; a study issued by the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
“Evolution of the terrorist Threat to the 
united States,” mentions islam just one 
time. in September 2010, obama spoke 
at the united nations and, using a pas-
sive construction, avoided all mention of 
islam in reference to 9/11: “nine years 
ago, the destruction of the World trade 
Center signaled a threat that respected 
no boundary of dignity or decency.”[27] 
About the same time, Janet napolitano, 
the secretary of homeland security, stated 
that the profiles of Americans engaged 
in terrorism indicate that “there is no 
‘typical’ profile of a homegrown terror-
ist.”[28]

newt Gingrich, the former speaker 
of the u.S. House of Representatives, 
rightly condemns this mentality as “two 
plus two must equal something other 
than four.”[29]

Exceptions to Denial
Exceptions to this pattern do ex-

ist; establishment figures on occasion 
drop their guard and acknowledge the 
islamist threat to the civilized world. 
Gingrich himself delivered a uniquely 
well-informed speech on Shari’a in 
2010, noting, “This is not a war on ter-
rorism. terrorism is an activity. This 
is a struggle with radical islamists in 
both their militant and their stealth 
form.”[30]

British prime minister tony Blair 
offered a stirring and eloquent analysis 
in 2006:

This is war, but of a completely un-
conventional kind. … What are the val-
ues that govern the future of the world? 
Are they those of tolerance, freedom, re-
spect for difference and diversity or those 
of reaction, division and hatred? … it is 
in part a struggle between what i will 
call Reactionary islam and moderate, 
mainstream islam. But its implications 
go far wider. We are fighting a war, but 
not just against terrorism but about how 
the world should govern itself in the ear-
ly 21st century, about global values.[31]

The current British prime minister, 
David Cameron, gave a fine analysis in 
2005, long before he reached his current 
office:

The driving force behind today’s 

Denying Islam’s Role in Terror
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terrorist threat is islamist fundamental-
ism. The struggle we are engaged in is, at 
root, ideological. During the last century 
a strain of islamist thinking has devel-
oped which, like other totalitarianisms, 
such as nazism and Communism, of-
fers its followers a form of redemption 
through violence.[32]

in 2011, as prime minister, Cam-
eron returned to this theme when he 
warned that “we need to be absolutely 
clear on where the origins of these ter-
rorist attacks lie. That is the existence of 
an ideology, islamist extremism.”[33]

The former foreign minister of 
the Czech Republic, Alexandr Vondra, 
spoke his mind with remarkable frank-
ness:

Radical islamists challenge practi-
cally everything that our society claims 
to stand for, no matter what the Western 
policies were or are. These challenges 
include the concept of universal human 
rights and freedom of speech.[34]

George W. Bush spoke in the pe-
riod after october 2005 about “islamo-
fascism” and “islamic fascists.” Joseph 
Lieberman, the u.S. senator from Con-
necticut, criticized those who refuse “to 
identify our enemy in this war as what 
it is: violent islamist extremism”[35] and 
sponsored an excellent Senate study on 
maj. Hasan. Rick Santorum, then a u.S. 
senator from Pennsylvania, gave a no-
table analysis:

in World War ii, we fought nazi-
ism and Japanese imperialism. today, 
we are fighting against islamic fascists. 
They attacked us on September 11th 
because we are the greatest obstacle to 
their openly declared mission of subject-
ing the entire world to their fanatical 
rule. i believe that the threat of islamic 
fascism is just as menacing as the threat 
from nazism and Soviet Communism. 
now, as then, we face fanatics who will 
stop at nothing to dominate us. now, as 
then, there is no way out; we will either 
win or lose.[36]

Antonin Scalia, an associate jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the 
united States, observed in an opinion 
that “America is at war with radical is-
lamists.”[37] A new york Police De-
partment study, Radicalization in the 
West: The Homegrown Threat, discuss-
es “islamic-based terrorism” in its first 
line and never lets up. it contains explicit 
references to islamism; it states, “ulti-
mately, the jihadist envisions a world in 
which jihadi-Salafi islam is dominant 
and is the basis of government.”[38]

So, reality does on occasion poke 
through the fog of denial and verbiage.

The Mystery of Denial
These exceptions aside, what ac-

counts for the persistent denial of is-
lamic motives? Why the pretense that 
no elephant fills the room? An un-
willingness to face the truth invariably 
smacks of euphemism, cowardice, politi-
cal correctness, and appeasement. in this 
spirit, Gingrich argues that “the obama 
Administration is willfully blind to the 
nature of our enemies and the forces 
which threaten America. … it’s not ig-
norance; it’s determined effort to avoid 
[reality].”[39]

These problems definitely con-
tribute to denial, but something more 
basic and more legitimate goes further 
to explain this reluctance. one hint 
comes from a 2007 Ph.D. dissertation 
in politics submitted by Gaetano ilardi 
to monash university in melbourne. 
titled “From the iRA to Al Qa’eda: 
intelligence as a measure of Rational 
Action in terrorist operations,” it refers 
frequently to islam and related topics; il-
ardi has also been quoted in the press on 
the topic of radicalization. yet in 2009, 
as acting senior sergeant of the Victoria 
police, he was the most vociferous of 
his twenty law enforcement colleagues 
insisting to this author that the police 
not publicly mention islam in any fash-
ion when discussing terrorism. in other 
words, wanting not to refer to islam can 
come from someone who knows full 
well the role of islam.

Confirming this point, Daniel 
Benjamin, the obama administration’s 
coordinator for counterterrorism in the 
u.S. State Department, explicitly refutes 
the idea that silence about islam means 
being unaware of it:

Policymakers fully recognize how 
al Qaeda’s ideologues have appropriated 
islamic texts and concepts and fashioned 
them into a mantle of religious legitima-
cy for their bloodshed. As someone who 
has written at length about how al Qa-
eda and the radical groups that preceded 
it have picked and chosen from sacred 
texts, often out of all context, i have no 
doubt my colleagues understand the na-
ture of the threat.[40]

ilardi and Benjamin know their 
stuff; they avoid discussing islam in 
connection with terrorism for reasons 
deeper than political correctness, igno-
rance, or appeasement. What are those 
reasons? two factors have key impor-
tance: wanting not to alienate muslims 
or to reorder society.

Explaining Denial
not wanting to offend muslims, a 

sincere and reasonable goal, is the rea-
son most often publicly cited. muslims 
protest that focusing on islam, islamism, 
or jihad increases muslim fears that the 
West is engaged in a “war against islam.” 
Joseph Lieberman, for example, notes 
that the obama administration prefers 
not to use the term “violent islamist ex-

tremists” when referring to the enemy 
because using such explicit words “bol-
sters our enemy’s propaganda claim that 
the West is at war with islam.”[41]

Questioned in an interview about 
his having only once used the term “war 
on terror,” Barack obama confirmed 
this point, stating that “words mat-
ter in this situation because one of the 
ways we’re going to win this struggle is 
through the battle of hearts and minds.” 
Asked, “So that’s not a term you’re go-
ing to be using much in the future?” he 
replied:

you know, what i want to do is 
make sure that i’m constantly talking 
about al Qaeda and other affiliated orga-
nizations because we, i believe, can win 
over moderate muslims to recognize 
that that kind of destruction and nihil-
ism ultimately leads to a dead end, and 
that we should be working together to 
make sure that everybody has got a bet-
ter life.[42]

Daniel Benjamin makes the same 
point more lucidly:

Putting the emphasis on “islamist” 
instead of on “violent extremist” under-
cuts our efforts, since it falsely roots the 
core problem in the faith of more than 
one billion people who abhor violence. 
As one internal government study after 
another has shown, such statements in-
variably wind up being distorted in the 
global media, alienating muslim moder-
ates.[43]

This concern actually has two sub-
parts for two types of muslims: Those 
who would otherwise help fight terror-
ism feel insulted (“a true muslim can 
never be a terrorist”) and so do not step 
forward while those who would not 
normally be involved become radical-
ized, some even becoming terrorists.

The second reason to inhibit one’s 
talk about islam concerns the appre-
hension that this implies a large and 
undesirable shift away from how secular 
Western societies are ordered. Blaming 
terrorist attacks on drugs gone awry, 
road rage, an arranged marriage, mental 
cases going berserk, or freak industrial 
accidents permits Westerners to avoid 
confronting issues concerning islam. if 
the jihad explanation is vastly more per-
suasive, it is also far more troubling.

When one notes that islamist ter-
rorism is almost exclusively the work 
of muslims acting out of islamic con-
victions, the implication follows that 
muslims must be singled out for special 
scrutiny, perhaps along the lines this au-
thor suggested in 2003:

muslim government employees in 
law enforcement, the military and the 
diplomatic corps need to be watched 
for connections to terrorism, as do mus-
lim chaplains in prisons and the armed 
forces. muslim visitors and immigrants 
must undergo additional background 

checks. mosques require a scrutiny 
beyond that applied to churches and 
temples.[44]

implementing such a policy means 
focusing law enforcement attention on a 
community that is defined by its religion. 
This flies in the face of liberal, multicul-
tural, and politically correct values; it also 
will be portrayed as illegal and perhaps 
unconstitutional. it means distinguish-
ing on the basis of a person’s group char-
acteristics. it involves profiling. These 
changes have unsettling implications 
that will be condemned as “racist” and 
“islamophobic,” accusations that can 
ruin careers in today’s public environ-
ment.

islam-related explanations may of-
fer a more persuasive accounting than 
turning perpetrators into victims, but the 
imperative not to tamper with existing 
social mores trumps counterterrorism. 
This accounts for police, prosecutors, 
politicians, and professors avoiding the 
actual factors behind islamist attacks 
and instead finding miscellaneous 
mundane motives. Those soothing and 
inaccurate bromides have the advan-
tage of implying no changes other than 
vigilance against weapons. Dealing with 
unpleasant realities can be deferred.

Finally, denial appears to work. Just 
because law enforcement, the military, 
and intelligence agencies tiptoe around 
the twin topics of islamic motivation 
and the disproportionate islamist ter-
rorism when addressing the public 
does not stop these same institutions in 
practice from focusing quietly on islam 
and muslims. indeed, there is plenty of 
evidence that they do just this, and it 
has led to an effective counterterrorism 
effort since 9/11 with close scrutiny on 
everything from mosques to hawalas 

(informal muslim financial exchanges). 
As a result, with rare exceptions (such 
as the Fort Hood shooter), islamist ter-
rorist networks tend to be stymied and 
successful assaults tend to come out of 
nowhere from perpetrators character-
ized by sudden jihad syndrome.

Arguing against Denial
While respecting the urge not to 

aggravate muslim sensibilities and ac-
knowledging that the frank discussion 
of islam can have major consequences 
for ordering society, this author insists on 
the need to mention islam. First, it is not 
clear how much harm talking about is-
lam actually does. Genuine anti-islamist 
muslims insist on islam being discussed; 
islamists posing as moderates tend to be 
those who feign upset about a “war on 
islam” and the like.

Second, little evidence points to 
muslims being radicalized by mere dis-
cussion of islamism. Quite the contrary, 
it is usually something specific that turns 
a muslim in that direction, from the way 
American women dress to drone attacks 
in Somalia, yemen, and Pakistan.

Third, while conceding that discus-
sion of islam has costs, ignoring it costs 
more. The need to define the enemy, not 
just within the counsels of war but for 
the public, trumps all other consider-
ations. As the ancient Chinese strategist 
Sun tzu observed, “Know your enemy 
and know yourself and you can fight a 
hundred battles.” Karl von Clausewitz’s 
entire theory of war assumes an accu-
rate assessment of the enemy. Just as a 
medical doctor must identify and name 
a disease before treating it, so must poli-
ticians and generals identify and name 
the enemy to defeat it.

to censor oneself limits one’s abil-

Denying Islam’s Role in Terror
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
The 14-year presidency 
of Hugo Chavez pro-
duced a Venezuela that 
today is falling apart ec-
onomically, as inflation 
soars and goods disap-

pear from shelves, as well as legally, with 
property rights trampled and political 
freedoms curtailed.

There are plenty of good reasons to 
hope that the death of Chavez last week 
will bring constructive new direction to 
his beleaguered nation. unfortunately, 
history does not provide many good 

reasons to expect this sort of welcome 
change, at least any time soon.

This will also be the case when Fidel 
and Raul Castro make their own long-
awaited departures from Cuba’s political 
scene.

The death of a dictator or other 
dominant leader seldom changes the 

political culture of a nation, and such 
change is even less likely to come quickly. 
(With his propensity to rule by decree, 
Chavez qualifies as a dictator in my 
book, though he had an undeniable base 
of popular support among Venezuela’s 
poor.)

Joseph Stalin died in 1953, but the 

Soviet union lumbered on for nearly 
four more decades before it collapsed of 
its own economic dead weight. Though 
the worst of Stalin’s brutality died with 
him, the well-entrenched system of 
autocratic rule, subjugated courts and 
military dominance over the country’s 
productive capacity continued almost 
unabated. Even after the Soviet collapse, 
nothing resembling democratic ideals 

Continued on page 13

ity to wage war. Avoiding mention of 
the enemy’s identity sows confusion, 
harms morale, and squanders strengths. 
in brief, it offers a recipe for defeat. in-
deed, the annals of history record no war 
won when the enemy’s very name and 
identity may not be uttered; this is all the 
more so in modern times when defining 
the enemy must precede and undergird 
military victory. if you cannot name the 
enemy, you cannot defeat him.

Fourth, even though law enforce-
ment et al. find that saying one thing 
in public while doing another in private 
works, this dishonesty comes at the high 
price of creating a disconnect between 
the high-flying words of politicians and 
the sometimes sordid realities of coun-
terterrorism:
•	 Government	employees	at	risk:	On	

the one hand, out of fear of being 
exposed, public servants must hide 
or lie about their activities. on the 
other, to do their work effectively, 
they must run afoul of studiously 
impartial government regulations, 
or even break the law.

•	 A	 confused	 public:	 Policy	
statements piously reject any link 
between islam and terrorism even 
as counterterrorism implicitly makes 
just such a connection.

•	 Advantage	Islamists:	They	(1)	point	
out that government declarations 
are mere puffery hiding what is 
really a war against islam; and (2) 
win muslim recruits by asking them 
whom they believe, straight-talking 
islamists or insincere politicians.

•	 “Security	 theater”	 and	 other	
pantomimes: to convince observers 
that muslims are not specifically 
targeted, others are hauled in for 
show purposes, wasting finite time 
and resources.[45]

•	 An	 increase	 in	 resentments	 and	
prejudices: People keep their 
mouths shut but their minds are 
working. An open public discussion, 
in which one could condemn 
islamists while supporting moderate 
muslims, would lead to a better 

understanding of the problem.
•	 Vigilance	 discouraged:	 The	

campaign of “if you See 
Something, Say Something” is fine 
but what are the costs of reporting 
dubious behavior by a neighbor 
or a passenger who turns out to 
be innocent? Although vigilant 
neighbors have been an important 
source of counterterrorism leads, 
anyone who reports his worries 
opens himself up to vilification as a 
racist or “islamophobe,” damage to 
one’s career, or even a law suit.[46]
Thus does the unwillingness to ac-

knowledge the islamist motives behind 
most terrorism obstruct effective coun-
terterrorism and render further atrocities 
more likely.

When Denial Will End
Denial is likely to continue until the 

price gets too steep. The 3,000 victims of 
9/11, it turns out, did not suffice to shake 
Western complacency. 30,000 dead, in all 
likelihood, will also not suffice. Perhaps 
300,000 will. For sure, three million will. 
At that point, worries about muslim 
sensibilities and fear of being called an 
“islamophobe” will fade into irrelevance, 
replaced by a single-minded determina-
tion to protect lives. Should the existing 
order someday be in evident danger, to-
day’s relaxed approach will instantly go 
out the window. The popular support for 
such measures exists; as early as 2004, a 
Cornell university poll showed that 44 
percent of Americans “believe that some 
curtailment of civil liberties is necessary 
for muslim Americans.”[47]

israel offers a control case. Because 
it faces so many threats, the body politic 
lacks patience with liberal pieties when it 
comes to security. While aspiring to treat 
everyone fairly, the government clearly 
targets the most violent-prone elements 
of society. Should other Western coun-
tries face a comparable danger, circum-
stances will likely compel them to adopt 
this same approach.

Conversely, should such mass dan-
gers not arise, this shift will probably nev-
er take place. until and unless disaster on 
a large scale strikes, denial will continue. 
Western tactics, in other words, depend 
entirely on the brutality and competence 

of the islamist enemy. ironically, the 
West permits terrorists to drive its ap-
proach to counterterrorism. no less iron-
ically, it will take a huge terrorist atrocity 
to enable effective counterterrorism.

Addressing Denial
in the meantime, those who wish 

to strengthen counterterrorism by ac-
knowledging the role of islam have three 
tasks.

First, intellectually to prepare them-
selves and their arguments so when 
calamity occurs they possess a fully 
elaborated, careful, and just program that 
focuses on muslims without doing in-
justice to them.

Second, continue to convince those 
averse to mentioning islam that discuss-
ing it is worth the price; this means ad-
dressing their concerns, not bludgeoning 
them with insults. it means accepting the 
legitimacy of their hesitance, using sweet 
reason, and letting the barrage of islamist 
attacks have their effect.

Third, prove that talking about is-
lamism does not lead to perdition by 
establishing the costs of not naming 
the enemy and of not identifying is-
lamism as a factor; noting that muslim 
governments, including the Saudi one, 
acknowledge that islamism leads to ter-
rorism; stressing that moderate muslims 
who oppose islamism want islamism 
openly discussed; addressing the fear that 
frank talk about islam alienates muslims 
and spurs violence; and demonstrating 
that profiling can be done in a constitu-
tionally approved way.

in brief, even without an expecta-
tion of effecting a change in policy, there 
is much work to be done.
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took root in Russian society, or in most 
of the non-Russian republics carved out 
of the former Soviet empire, excepting 
the Baltic states that joined the Euro-
pean union. As Russia has lapsed back 
under the thumb of a strongman named 
Vladimir Putin, many of the other for-
mer Soviet territories suffer under even 
more corrupt regimes, from Belarus in 
the west to the Central Asian states in 
the east.

The death of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini did not appreciably change 
conditions in iran’s self-proclaimed is-
lamic Republic. The conservative clergy 
holds nominal power, but the islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps holds the 
true power as kingmaker – a power that 
the Corps exploits for its own economic 
gain, even as the rest of the country suf-
fers under severe economic sanctions for 
pursuing nuclear weapons.

Chairman mao Zedong’s passing 
in 1976 did bring profound financial 
change to China within a few years, as 
his successors introduced far-reaching 

business reforms and opened the nation’s 
economy to world trade. But politically, 
China is almost as insular and unde-
veloped today as when mao’s Gang of 
Four held sway. mao famously said that 
political power flows from the barrel of a 
gun – and that is as true in 21st century 
China as it was when mao and his com-
patriots fought nationalist forces and 
Japanese invaders in the 1930s and ‘40s.

Ho Chi minh’s death did not lib-
erate Vietnam. tito’s death brought a 
decade of misery and war to the former 
yugoslavia; the regions which used to 
form the nation have seen mixed results 
since then.

There are some isolated examples in 
which a dictator’s death brought genuine 
reform. Within a few years of Francisco 
Franco’s passing, Spain joined Western 
Europe’s democratic community. But 
Spain’s democratic transition might not 
have withstood a reactionary coup at-
tempt by disgruntled military officers in 
1981, had it not been for the courage of 
the then-young King Juan Carlos in fac-

ing down the rebels.
The leaders of the World War ii 

Axis powers were all dead by the end 
of the war except for Japan’s Emperor 
Hirohito, who was allowed to keep his 
throne in exchange for forswearing any 
active role in his country’s governance. 
But in the case of the Axis, true reform 
was eventually imposed by postwar oc-
cupiers and only accepted by those na-
tions’ populations thereafter.

Genuine democracy requires 
checks and balances. neither economic 
nor political liberty is assured until a na-
tion establishes the principle that no per-
son or group has a monopoly on power. 
often, a population must rebel against 
its former rulers to establish such checks 
and balances. This is why the death 
of one ruler rarely prevents a succes-
sor from preserving the status quo. The 
problem in such societies is the system, 
not just the people at the top.

For Venezuela – or Cuba – to 
change, the nation will have to decide 
that it wants to change. The most im-
portant actors in that decision will be 
the ones who have the power of force 
behind them, meaning the military and 
paramilitary organizations that main-
tain the current crop of leaders. if they 
continue to serve in that role, nothing is 
likely to change. When they abandon it, 
as appeared to happen in Egypt during 
the Arab Spring, there are grounds for 
hope.

i am not optimistic about Venezue-
la. From here, the right path seems obvi-
ous – but i am a comfortable American, 
not a poor Venezuelan. many of them 

loved Chavez, despite the inflation, 
shortages, corruption and general un-
derperformance of their economy, be-
cause he at least gave them something, 
even if he took what he gave from some-
one else by force. A lot of Venezuelans 
appear to see little upside in supporting 
a new system that their experience tells 
them only benefits others.

We can hope for change in post-
Chavez Venezuela, but i think it is prob-
ably a mistake to expect it any time soon.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provid-
ed personal financial and tax counseling to 
a sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hud-
son, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily 
and became the Palisades Hudson organi-
zation, which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 
2002. The firm expanded to Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

Hope Versus History Following A Strongman’s Death
Continued from page 12

Has it been that long that Robben Ford 
made his previous studio “truth” album in 
’07? Ford’s latest is his first for the Provogue 
label, and features well-known superlative 
session players like Larry Goldings top-
shelf B3, Harvey mason who bristles on 
drums, bassist David Pilch, and trombon-
ist Stephen Baxter.  ten tunes are included, 
oddly only two are (somewhat) authored 
by Ford, two by the prolific Crescent City 
legend Allen toussaint, and the balance 
were written by other notables, more on 
those later.

The opening toussaint “Everything i 
Do Gonna Be Funky” sets the tone here 
as the band settles into a fascinating roux, 
first with Goldings’ intriguing organ, solid 
bass playing by Pilch who’s locked in with 
the concrete  mason’s drumming as Bax-
ter fills sweetly, but it’s the leader who’s 
comfortably in the pocket with his sparse 
guitar playing and solid vocals. “Birds nest 
Bound” by Big Joe Williams follows in 
similar fashion as the opener, perhaps a 
beat or two slower paced, but this band 
knows how to listen to each other, Gold-
ings’ and Ford shine, Ford’s takes his time 
and slowly ignites his solo with some 

smart jazz chords and subtle and tasty 
blues leads. toussaint’s “Fair Child” moves 
more swiftly with very interesting stop 
and go syncopations, i enjoyed the use of 
Baxter’s trombone here, Ford’s vocals are 
quite convincing too, his guitar catches 
fire here, he’s well calculated and chooses 
his spots well especially when he plays off 
of Baxter. “oh, Virginia” (the only Ford 
authored tune) is a pretty ballad that tells 
a lyrical story that’s romantic; it’s a pretty 
laidback song that seduced my thoughts 
in a very soulful and natural way.  “Slick 
Capers Blues” by the somewhat obscure 
Charlie Doyle is a fun blues tune that’s 
executed smoothly, again Baxter’s bone 
shines trading leads with Ford; Goldings’ 
B3 adds all the right accents as the rhythm 
section holds it all down. Appropriately 
credited the traditional “on That morn-
ing” is arranged (not written) by Ford 
and it’s a jazzy Wes montgomery styled 
instrumental. Goldings’ solo is haunting; 
eventually Ford breaks out of his Wes 
interpretations and softly introduces his 
jazzy-blues guitar playing, especially on his 
all too short fade. Ann Kerry Ford’s (Rob-
ben’s wife) and michael mcDonald’s bal-

lad “travelers Waltz” serves well for Ford’s 
maturing vocals, you’ll find his guitar solo 
is so tender and sweet here. How about 
Dylan’s “mostly Likely you Go your Way 
And i’ll Go mine” is given a more modern 
twist and it works, all three soloists excel 
on this buoyant cover. it’s back to the Big 
Easy with Earl King’s bubbly “trick Bag.” 
Ford’s razor-sharp with his guitar licks and 
vocals too, Goldings’ leans in but it’s all 
Ford’s show. The curtain comes down with 
“Fool’s Paradise” that as expected is a late 
night smoke-filled gem that closes this re-
cording in a tender yet sophisticated mood.

those looking for a hot guitar Robben 
Ford album might be disappointed, but i 
found this disc to be a refreshing departure 
for Ford who has matured as an artist an 
especially as a vocalist. So be patient (its title 
“Bringing it Back Home” is quite reveal-
ing,) and give this one some time to breath 
as i suspect this recording will age grace-
fully. And for those guitar-god lovers, know 
there’s still plenty of tasty ear-candy coming 
from the magical fret-board of this evolving 
artist; mr. Robben Ford.
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

 

THE SOUNDS 
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Robben Ford  
“Bringing it Back Home” Provogue
Fresh and mature sounds emerge from an evolving artist mr. Robben Ford. Rating: 8
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MAKE IT FUN!

By PAM YOUNG
When i got organized 
in the late seventies, 
i decided to keep my 
“project” a secret from 
my husband, kids, par-
ents and best friend. 

i’d read that when you want to make a 
transitional change in your life, keep it to 
yourself and wait for “them” to come to 
you and say, “What’s happened to you?” 
or ”you seem happier and you’re always 
on time lately, what’s up?”

What i discovered by keeping my 
mouth shut on my plans was i had more 
energy! There was a certain excitement 

in “my secret.” Also, those closest to us 
have heard us talk about needing to 
change, wanting to change and plan-
ning to change, so to make a chronic an-
nouncement, “This year, i’m going to get 
organized,” “lose weight” or “budget and 
get out of debt,” your friends and family 
are liable to say, “yeah, sure mable, what’s 
new?”

i also think there is power in shar-
ing your intentions with those who have 
the same goal. i’m so thankful for the 
platform i’ve created on the internet so 
we can help each other and share our 
triumphs as well as our failings. i’m just 
talking about keeping it a secret from 

our loved ones, until they start seeing 
results.

i was married to a very critical per-
son and my disorganization affected 
our marriage and made it worse. As i 
got control of my routines and changed 
some very bad habits, my house was 
turned into a home. But the criticism 
didn’t stop. in fact his criticism began to 
stick out like a pimple on Gwyneth Pal-
trow’s nose. it made me know we have 
to change for ourselves and only for our-
selves. it’s enlightened selfishness.

When i decided to lose 35 pounds 
and document my journey in The Mouth 
Trap: the butt stops here!, i kept it a secret 

from my friends and family for three 
months. Since i’m the one who cooks 
our meals and sets the table, i wanted 
to see how long it would take terry (my 
second husband with not a critical bone 
in his body) to notice. He never noticed 
because non-critical people don’t notice 
much. i wanted to see how long it would 
take before he did. Curiosity has energy!

nelly, my inner child loved keeping 
the secret! We began to bond in a way 
i hadn’t counted on, because we discov-
ered no one really cares about what we 
do until it affects them in a negative way! 
So we teamed up as best friends with 
our secret that nobody knew.

i lost 17 pounds before terry ever 
noticed! of course when he did, nelly 
had to open her big mouth and tell him 
how we knew he wouldn’t notice and 

that all he thinks about is HimSELF! 
He didn’t like those words one bit, but in 
a very sweet voice he said, “it’s like when 
you have kids and they change so slowly 
you don’t notice because you see them 
every day.” i apologized for my selfish 
judgment, but that judgment gave nelly 
and me such energy keeping it a secret.

if you are serious about changing, 
try keeping it a secret between you and 
your inner child. you’ll be amazed at 
your new energy level.
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com . You’ll 
find many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, videos on 
how to get organized, ways to lose weight 
and get your finances in order, all from a 
reformed SLOB’s point of view.

Keep it a Secret from Those Closest to You

By JOHN SIMON
Louisa Krause and Aar-
on Clifton moten from 
the Playwrights Ho-
rizons world premiere 
production of Annie 

Baker’s new play “The Flick”.
Annie Baker’s The Flick, which is 

three hours long—and i mean long—
takes place in a little cinema in one of 
the seedier parts of massachusetts.

The Flick, as it is called, is one of the 
last to show movies with conventional 
projection, a doomed dinosaur in the 
battle against digitalization. This, how-
ever, is what brings 20-year-old Avery, a 

bright, black, diehard movie buff to toil 
there as a cleaner-upper under Sam, 35, 
a veteran worker. Sam smarts from three 
frustrations: undeclared love for Rose, 
the projectionist; nonpromotion to that 
job, despite long service; and Rose’s fa-
voring Avery over him.

Avery, in turn, does not reciprocate 
her interest, as when, sitting next to him 
in the empty theater, Rose tries to give 
him a hand job. She is an attractive but 
deliberately unsexily-clothed girl with 
green-dyed hair; he is a troubled youth 
who took off a year from college in 
shocked response to his mother’s run-
ning off with a former lover.

This is only one of heaped-up bi-
zarre incidents in this pseudo-natural-
istic fantasy. What run-down cinema 
would have a cache of films stashed 
away in cans in the projectionist’s booth? 
or a boss so out of it as not to notice his 
employees’ siphoning off part of the take 

for what they call dinner money? And, 
on top of other swinish litter from pa-
trons, a men’s room walls smeared with 
excrement, to which now is added Av-
ery’s puke by way of further decoration?

Some of this is funny, with here 
and there a trace of pathos. But does 
that make up for unnecessary music 

sequences, amplified whirrings of the 
projector, countless pauses to be filled in 
with eyeball-rolling from Sam (the gift-
ed matthew maher) or dismayed stares 
from Avery (the likewise gifted Aaron 
Clifton moten)? And the carryings-on 
of the apt Laura Krause as a Rose smell-
ing anything but sweet?

on a brilliant set by David Zinn. 
director Sam Gold has followed the 
author’s quirky requirements, such as 
frequent pauses labeled “weird,” “long, 
uncomfortable,” “short, confused,” “short 
and unnecessarily weird,” or “horrible, 
horrible silence.”

And what of the unsettling uchs, 
uks and ums with which—like the in-
numerable, sometimes double or triple 
“like”s--the dialogue is studded? And 
must we have the steady clutter of 
brushes against dustpans with which so 
much talk is underscored?

Herewith, from Avery, some sam-
ple dialogue: “yeah, but with me it’s like 
really . . . like if i go into the stall and 
someone else has, um, like someone’s left 
something there i actually sometimes 
like . . . i actually need to puke. Like 
sometimes i actually puke.” There is also 
a silly movie-buff game that runs like a 
leitmotiv through the play and reveals 
Baker to be herself a fanatical movie 
buff, thus displaying an excruciating 
triviality no plus in a playwright.

Playwrights Horizon, 416 West 
42nd Street, (between 9th and 10th Av-
enues), new york, ny 10036 * (212) 
564-1235.

Welcome, on the other hand, is 
the revival of Lanford Wilson’s Pu-
litzer-prize-winning Talley’s Folly by 
the Roundabout Theatre Company. it 
chronicles, in real time, the 1944 quasi-
mating dance of matt Friedman, 42, a 
Jewish accountant, and Sally talley. 31, 
a spinster from a rich, conservative, xe-
nophobic missouri family. The locale is 

an abandoned, dilapidated boathouse, 
its fourth wall washed by the unseen 
but heard mississippi. it is the Fourth 
of July, a distant park band is playing, 
and flashes of fireworks mingle with the 
moonlight trickling through cracks in 

the woodwork.
Almost as far is the talley mansion 

from which Sally’s brother chased matt 
with a shotgun. Even farther are the con-
centration camps where matt’s entire 
family perished. But in the foreground is 
what matt calls a waltz: a wooing that 
breaks down Sally’s defensive shell in 
this folly—in the 18th-century sense of 
an ornamental garden pavilion.

The play’s published version quotes 
from my original review: “Wilson has 
written some of the most tender, wisely 
funny, chargedly understated dialogue . 
. . heard from a stage in many a moon, 
dialogue fraught with the essence of the 
greatest drama on earth: that of two piti-
ful yet glorious human beings clumsily 
and splendidly staggering toward each 
other.”

michael Wilson (no relation) has 
staged this in Jeff Cowie’s marvelously 
evocative set. As matt, Danny Burstein 
acts with every conceivable shading of 
his plummy voice, ecstatic demeanor, 
and eloquently Jewish hands, in a per-
formance that could convert a storm 
trooper to philo-Semitism. His range 

from indignation to incandescence, 
from exasperation to exhilaration, elicits 
a rollercoaster’s worth of audience thrills. 
it is matched by Sarah Paulson’s refined, 
dolichocephalic countenance and grace-
fully lithe figure, in a magisterially con-
veyed defrosting that is indeed a waltz. 
Do not do yourself the injustice of miss-
ing this entrancing spectacle.

Baked and Half-baked

Louisa Krause and Aaron Clifton Moten from the Playwrights Horizons world 
premiere production of Annie Baker’s new play “The Flick”

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Danny Bulstein and Sarah Paulson.

http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
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Ann Richards was a character, writ 
large. A spunky texas housewife turned 
politico and governor, eventually losing 
out to a Bush, she was a friend of Bill 
Clinton of similar charisma and disarm-
ing wit, whose appeal—more Eleanor 
Roosevelt than texas Guinan--bright-
ened the lone star of the texas flag.

The play about her, Ann, written 
by the terrific actress Holland taylor, is 
a two-hour tribute not a moment too 
long. Based on assiduous research and 
multiple interviews, it treats us to a pri-
vate life as fascinating as the public one, 
in a sparkling show expertly designed by 

michael Fagin and directed by Benja-
min Endsley Klein.

ms. taylor, who manages to look 
exactly like her snow-domed heroine, 
gives us more than the usual one-person 
show, here augmented by some sassy 
taped comments by an unseen Julie 
White, as Ann’s secretary. And taylor 
herself offers enough acting for four. 
From blazing eyes to fluttery fingertips, 
from an anthology of stances to a chore-
ography of movement, this is a consum-
mate performance, fully worthy of its 
snazzy subject.

Laura Pels Theatre in the Harold 
and miriam Steinberg Center for The-
atre, 111 West 46th Street (between 6th 
Avenue and Broadway), new york, ny 
10036 * (212) 719-1300

--- All photos by and courtesy of Joan Mar-
cus.
John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard Uni-
versity in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and Marymount Manhattan Col-
lege.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com

Danny Bulstein and Sarah Paulson. Danny Bulstein and Sarah Paulson.

Baked and Half-baked
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CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Almost everyone seems 
to have an opinion 
about whether yahoo 
CEo marissa mayer 
was wise or otherwise 
when she decided to 

end permanent telecommuting arrange-
ments at her company.

i don’t. This may be a little surpris-
ing, since i write an opinion column 
five days a week. Regular readers have 
probably concluded that i have opinions, 
worthwhile or not, about everything.

Editorialists, journalists and blog-
gers all rushed to comment on the policy 
change. Some argued that working from 
home is productive, and accused mayer 
of missing or ignoring the drawbacks of 
working in an office. others defended 
mayer, pointing out that her decision 
was simply about what was best for 
yahoo, not a broader statement about 
the utility of working from home. Still 
others tied the news into the ongoing 
discussion about women trying to climb 
the corporate ladder and raise young 
children simultaneously, while others 
polled the public to see whether they 
thought working from home made em-
ployees more or less effective.

Readers keeping up with the cover-
age would be forgiven for suspecting re-
actions to yahoo’s policy say more about 
their respective authors than about ya-
hoo.

People tend to assume, falsely, that 
their experiences and priorities are al-
ways relevant to somebody else’s situ-
ation. Running my own business gives 
me quite enough to do without wor-
rying about how mayer runs her com-
pany. Lacking an insider’s perspective, i 
cannot form a knowledgeable opinion 

about whether i would have reached the 
same decision in mayer’s position. All i 
can do is reflect on my own experiences, 
apply my own values and priorities, and 
wonder whether lack of productivity is 
really at the core of yahoo’s problems.

Employees at Palisades Hudson, 
starting with me as its founder, have 
always worked from home on occasion. 
in some cases, employees have split their 
workweek between home and office for 
extended periods of time; in a few situ-
ations, they have worked almost exclu-
sively from home for temporary periods 
of up to a year.

telecommuting plays an important, 
though limited, role at our company. 
our organization would not be nearly 
as strong without it. yet what works for 
us would not necessarily work for other 
businesses in our own industry, let alone 
in fields that are very different from the 
tax and financial planning services we 
provide. Some firms probably need to 
allow more telecommuting than we do, 
while others should do it less.

The debate over the “productivity” 
of work-from-home employees largely 
misses the point, for two reasons. The 
first is that working from home prob-
ably increases productivity sometimes 
and reduces it at other times, in different 
amounts for different employees. The 
second is that productivity – the number 
of units of “work,” however we define it, 
that an employee churns out in a given 
period of time or for a given amount of 
compensation – may not be the most 
important consideration in evaluating 
an employee’s performance or overall 
value to the company. it might not even 
be close.

There is almost no circumstance in 
which i would hire a new employee and 
have that person start by working from 

home most or all of the time. The need 
to evaluate a new employee’s work habits 
and ability to self-supervise is part of the 
reason, but only a minor part. Even if i 
had the utmost faith in the employee’s 
diligence and focus, we want to pro-
vide as much guidance and mentoring 
as possible during the first few years an 
employee is with us. At the same time, 
we want to integrate that person into 
our tightly knit, team-oriented, client-
centric culture.

new staff members often need to 
learn when to try to work out a prob-
lem on their own and when to ask for 
help. Sometimes the only way we can 
tell they’ve gotten into the latter situa-
tion is to walk past their desks and see 
the worry or confusion in a staffer’s eyes. 
it is then an act of compassion, as well 
as good business, for a more experienced 
employee to pull up a chair and help the 
newbie out of a jam.

A new staffer will also often try to 
follow the mechanical steps of a task, 
such as preparing a tax return or writing 
a financial report or rebalancing a port-
folio, without knowing the human con-
text in which the work is happening. it 
is easier to do a trust’s tax return, for ex-
ample, if someone has taken the time to 
explain to you what a trust is, how trusts 
generally operate, and the objectives of 
the particular trust in question – perhaps 
that it was established to provide income 
to a parent while growing its capital for 
younger generations of the family, for 
example. These human details, which 
underpin all our work, are best conveyed 
in person. A new staff member may not 
always know when to ask for them.

our younger staffers pick up many 
of their work habits from our manag-
ers. They learn how to deal with clients 
and other outside parties by being in the 

room while people with more experi-
ence do so. They learn our organization’s 
thinking about business and finance in 
casual conversations, often over lunch. 
They pick up our culture of welcoming 
different viewpoints on matters such as 
politics and social issues, even as we pro-
vide essentially the same guidance to our 
clients regardless of our personal priori-
ties, the same way.

i don’t think we could effectively 
educate new employees this way if they 
did not work at the office. We won’t try.

on the other hand, once someone 
is integrated into the Palisades Hudson 
team, it does not much matter where 
they work (as long as there is someone 
back at the office to help the new ar-
rivals). interestingly, our most impor-
tant tool for working across distances, 
whether the other side of a city or the 
other side of the country, for more than 
a decade has been yahoo’s own instant 
messaging service. Everyone in the firm 
is on im constantly while we work. We 
are all on one another’s buddy lists. We 
know from an im status exactly who is 
working, and where, at any time. im is 
the virtual doorway to someone’s office 
or cubicle. need to talk to a co-worker? 
Just im and ask him or her to come 
down the hall or pick up the phone. 
need to share a screen? use im to set 
up a session. And if you absolutely need 
a face-to-face discussion with someone 
working elsewhere, you can jump on a 
video chat, though this is something we 
have only done experimentally, because 
it just is not that important to us right 
now.

Last week, a human resources staff-
er who had the flu set up a candidate’s 
interview session while working from 
home. (She should probably have been 
in bed getting better, but since she was 
at home, nobody could stop her from 
working when she got restless.) i asked 
my colleague Amy Laburda to write a 

first draft of this column last week on a 
day that a nor’easter threatened the new 
york area. Amy made it to the office that 
day, but if she had stayed home, it would 
not have mattered to me.

Three time zones away, our manag-
er David Walters worked from his home 
near Portland, ore., which is his main 
workplace right now. David moved to 
oregon last summer. He has been with 
us for more than 10 years and is a highly 
valued, productive manager. many cli-
ents rely on him, and i certainly was 
not about to lose him just because he 
moved across the country. i had planned 
to open an office in the Pacific north-
west anyway. So David became our first 
West Coast staffer, and has worked from 
home pending the startup of our new 
Portland office, which should happen 
in the next couple of months. He will 
then split his time between home and 
office, at least until we have more staff 
in Portland, requiring him to be at the 
office every day.

years ago, a young manager named 
Shomari Hearn needed a similar ar-
rangement when family issues required 
him to relocate to Florida. Shomari 
started our Florida office in 2005 and 
became a vice president of our company 
last year. He is still based in Fort Lau-
derdale, where we now have a half dozen 
employees.

We have had other managers who 
needed to adjust their work schedule 
because of young children. i always 
let them tell me how much time they 
wanted to work. if allowing them to 
work from home makes them available 
for the benefit of the firm and its clients, 
while reducing their stress in meeting 
family needs, i am all for it. Can i quan-
tify exactly how productive they are? no. 
But i do know that they get their impor-
tant tasks done, which is what matters.

For me, the overwhelming prior-

How Well Does Working From Home Work?
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ity is to retain valuable, longstanding 
members of our team, who took years to 
develop. Anything i can do that makes 
it easier and more compelling for them 
to stay with us is worthwhile. The math-
ematical calculation of their productivity 
is secondary, and is mainly useful in de-
termining how to compensate them in 

ways that are fair to them and to others 
in the organization.

i don’t know whether yahoo has a 
productivity problem. Given the com-
pany’s struggles to adapt to new compe-
tition from Google, Facebook and other 
modern internet powerhouses, i suspect 
it does have a problem with retaining 
top talent. Will the new CEo’s policy 
change make it harder to attract and 

retain the people yahoo will need to suc-
ceed? i think it’s a fair question, and one 
i would be asking if i were on yahoo’s 
board of directors. But it is not one that 
an outsider can knowledgeably answer.

management is often more of an 
art and less of a science than we make 
it out to be. Productivity is something 
that can be scientifically measured, but it 
is just one ingredient among many that 
make an enterprise successful.

However, management is not a 

religion, either. There is no holy book 
showing managers the one true path 
to success. There are many routes, some 
more direct than others, but all of which 
can lead to the desired destination as 
long you don’t get too lost in the weeds 
along the way.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provid-
ed personal financial and tax counseling to 
a sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 

was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hud-
son, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily 
and became the Palisades Hudson organi-
zation, which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 
2002. The firm expanded to Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.
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How Well Does Working From Home Work?
Continued from page 15

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
After our unseason-
ably mild weekend, my 
thoughts have turned 
to spring and some of 

the issues that are particular to this 
time of year. The following informa-
tion is a refresher of procedures and 
facts germaine to such activities.

Spring starts folks thinking of 
improvements to their homes and 
many projects require a building per-
mit from the Village. The terms of a 
Village permit allow work to be done 
from 8Am to 6Pm on weekdays 
only. if the project is one for which 
a permit is not required, for example 
painting, work can be done on week-
ends. However, even work acceptable 
to do on weekends must respect the 
Village’s noise ordinance and not cre-
ate an undue disturbance. Villagers 
can call the Police Department with 
any noise concerns.

if you anticipate any work on 

your home, start by calling the Build-
ing Department at (914) 337-7338. 
The staff can guide you as to whether 
permits or variances are required. un-
dertaking work without permits re-
sults in the doubling of fees, both on 
the cost of the permit itself and the 
estimate of the value of the project. 
many residents are running into this 
problem when they go to place their 
home on the market and find projects 
have no valid Certificate of occupan-
cy so the home cannot be transferred. 
Even seemingly small projects, such 
as electrical or plumbing work, need 
permits. The overriding concern is 
safety both for one’s own home and 
nearby neighbors.

After a permit request is filed, 
work cannot commence until the 
permit request is reviewed and signed 
off by the Building Department.

All fences (even replacements), 
sheds and emergency generators 
require a permit regardless of the 
height or size.

if you need additional new recy-
cling bins, they can be purchased by 
mailing in a check or cash or stopping 
by Village Hall with the $10 fee. We 
do not keep a large quantity of bins 
on hand at Village Hall so we deliver 
to your home after purchase.

We still have many street lights 
out, some unfortunately since Hur-
ricane Sandy. The outages are a result 
of significant damage to the electrical 
feed and we are diligently pressing 
Con Edison to address the situation.

Spring also brings greater turn-
over of residents in Village houses 
and apartments. Residents of some 
of our townhomes and apartment 
complexes often rent parking spaces 
on a first come, first serve basis. 
However, when one sells or purchases 
a unit, the parking space is not part 
of the deed of transfer. This confu-
sion has led to many frustrated new 
purchasers. However, there is a so-
lution. if you plan on purchasing in 
the Village, one can put their name 
on the waiting list in anticipation of 
purchase. Conversely, if you plan on 
selling in the not too distant future, 

you may put your name on the wait-
ing list as well to save a spot for your 
anticipated purchaser.

As an interesting factoid, there 
are 1,678 parcels of property that 
make-up the geographic boundar-
ies of the Village. of that number, 
1,595 are classified as taxable and are 
responsible for the tax levy - 18.07% 
which goes to operating the Village 
and 81.93% to our School.

The nice weather also contrib-
utes to an increase in door-to-door 
solicitations. individuals selling 
goods cannot do so legally without 
first receiving a permit from the Vil-
lage. Do not hesitate to call the Police 
Department if the salesperson cannot 
produce their permit. upon inves-
tigation, the police have found that 
some of the charities that were pur-
ported to benefit from our purchases 
were non-existent. The First Amend-
ment does protect all those “selling” 
an idea or cause so groups such as the 
Jehovah Witnesses or Greenpeace do 
not need permission to ring your bell. 
to limit this kind of visit, a small “no 
Solicitation” sign near the front door 

has proven effective.
Residents and visitors to the Vil-

lage who may want to enjoy a Spring 
meal or matinee now have many op-
tions for extended time parking: an 
entire row in the Garden Avenue lot 
is a mixture of two and three hour 
meters, the Cedar Street lot and Ce-
dar Street itself has two hour parking 
as does Kraft Avenue on the train sta-
tion side, Kensington Road near the 
Blue moon Restaurant and Paxton 
Avenue and Parkway Road on the 
west side. For even longer stays, the 
first 34 meters inside the Kraft lot, 
closest to the People’s Bank, accom-
modates three hour parking and at 
the far end of the Kraft lot, near St. 
Joseph’s Church, there are many un-
derutilized unrestricted parking spac-
es that allow for twelve hour stays. 
Just a short walk allows you to enjoy 
long visits in the Village without the 
concern of expiring meters.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Facts Germaine to Spring
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

BUDGET

ALBAny, ny -- Assemblymember 
Shelley mayer announced (march 
12, 2013) that the Assembly budget 
resolution for Fy 2013-2014 pro-
vides increased aid to schools and 
municipalities, including yonkers, 
and protects new yorkers with dis-
abilities. The Resolution passed in the 
new york State Assembly yesterday. 
The Assembly and Senate must now 
under a process where joint confer-
ence committees will be charged to 

resolve outstanding issues, with the 
goal of final adoption of a timely state 
budget that will incorporate the As-
sembly perspective.

“i am very pleased that the As-
sembly has added funding that will 
help both yonkers schools and our 
city in the next fiscal year.” Having 
“helped craft a sound and fiscally 
responsible budget that makes key 
investments in the types of programs 
and services hardworking yonkers 

families deserve,” mayer said.
The Assembly budget resolution 

allocates $21.1 billion in school aid, 
an increase of $334 million over the 
Executive Budget proposal for Sy 
2013-2014. As part of the aid in-
crease, $208 million is included for 
Foundation Aid and $100 million for 
Gap Elimination Adjustment. This 
will result in additional dollars for the 
yonkers Public Schools beyond the 
funds Governor Cuomo originally 

proposed. The specific number has 
yet to be determined and will there-
after be divulged.

The Assembly budget includes 
an 11.2 percent increase in what is 
referred to as Aid to municipalities 
(Aim), that is, municipal assistance 
for cities, towns and villages, resulting 
in over $12 million additional aid for 
the City of yonkers which is over and 
above the $108 million included in 

Assemblymember Mayer Urges Final Budget to Adopt Assembly Additions – Many Specific to Yonkers

mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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CORRUPTION

By NANCY KING
At age 27, ossining 
town Councilmember 
Peter tripodi may be 
the youngest elected 
official in Westchester 

County but he’s no shrinking violet. 
This past week, Councilman tripodi 
began using the social media site Face-
book to post documents that he feels 
exposes illegal activity within town 
government and, that the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s office is 
covering it up. tripodi has been post-
ing daily pictures of what he believes 
is evidence that the Department of 
Public Works in ossining, sold scrap 
metal from the town’s older fleet of 
highway vehicles to the Brookfield 
Scrap yard in Elmsford . According to 
tripodi, the town made 41 visits to the 
scrap yard between 2004 and 2010. 
Posted on tripodi’s Facebook page are 
pictures of snowplows, garbage trucks, 
and flatbeds, all presumably headed 
for the scrap heap. Also posted are 

pictures of the receipts for each load 
and the dollar amount each one was 
worth. in 41 visits to the scrap yard, 
the town of ossining netted a tidy 
little sum of $5,862.00. What hap-
pened to the money is what has gotten 
tripodi steamed.

After being elected to office and 
investigating town finances, tripodi 
learned that the monies received for 
that scrap metal had never been re-
turned to the town’s general fund. 
instead, the money was filtered back 
to the highway department. The 
$5,862.00 dollars was put into a petty 
cash reserve and used for birthday 
cakes and soup for that department’s 
workers. An internal audit commis-
sioned to look into the missing money 
revealed that the highway department 
indeed returned the money to the 
town; all $700.00 of it. The remaining 
$4,982.00 sure did buy a lot of cake 
one would imagine. And that’s where 
it ended… until tripodi decided to 
conduct his own investigation of sorts.

Every month he contacted the 
Westchester District Attorney’s office 
to ask if she would investigate why this 
money was not being returned to the 
general town wide fund. And every 
month tripodi would hear nothing… 
until he finally came into possession 
of a letter addressed to then former 
ossining town Supervisor Catherine 
Borgia. it seems that this incident had 
been investigated and the DA’s office 
found no evidence of criminal activity.

So here we have a letter say-
ing nothing is wrong with this whole 
scenario but we also have laws here in 
new york that clearly state that rev-
enue from anything a municipality sells 
must be submitted to a municipality’s 
finance department as per state and lo-
cal laws. Since when can any highway 
superintendent make a financial deci-
sion for any municipality using taxpayer 
funds? And, in the midst of this whole 
cluster bungle, why did the town board 
seek voter approval to make the job 
of the highway superintendent an ap-

pointed rather than an elected position. 
(That referendum failed) if this is all 
true, then it really does sound like the 
town of ossining is more about the 
cover up than the transparency.

Councilman tripod clearly feels 
that this is nothing more than gov-
ernment fraud and misuse of taxpayer 
money. He cites fraud at this local level 
and believes the DA’s office is covering 
it up. in his own words, tripod states 
“i will expose her office for the sham it 
is”. Those are some serious accusations 
to make against the county’s highest 
ranking law official. This isn’t the first 
time however, that Peter tripod has 
criticized his fellow elected officials. 
He openly takes jabs on his Facebook 
page at former Supervisor and now 
County Legislator Catherine Borgia 
and County Executive candidate Ken 
Jenkins and ossining’s current Super-
visor Sue Donnelly. All three along 
with Westchester County District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore are Demo-
crats. As the lone Republican on the 

ossining town Board, the combative 
tripodi defended his aggressive stance 
in an earlier interview by saying “i 
act this way because that’s how i was 
‘raised’ on the board. it’s like growing 
up in a ghetto”.

Whether he’s onto something 
with this scrap-metal gate remains to 
be seen. Will he ever reach across the 
aisle and embrace his Democratic col-
leagues in the spirit of bi-partisanship 
for the greater good of the town? At 
this juncture that seems pretty doubt-
ful as well. As for taking a campaign of 
anti-corruption to a social media site 
like Facebook, the jury is still out on 
that one. one thing for sure is that tri-
podi has the passion, the drive and the 
thick skin and the fearlessness to be in 
politics. As we roll into this year’s elec-
tion cycle, it certainly will be interesting 
to see how these accusations will affect 
mr. tripodi’s re-election efforts.
Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, New 
York.

Ossining’s Peter Tripodi Calls the District Attorney’s Office “A Sham”

Governor Andrew m. Cuomo to-
day announced that new york State 
has provided $115,015 to the town 
of Scarsdale in Westchester County 
for reimbursement of costs incurred 
by the town following the impact of 
Superstorm Sandy. As a result of the 
storm, approximately 30,000 cubic 
yards of hazardous vegetative debris 
was deposited in roadways, parks, and 
rights-of-way throughout the town. 
Scarsdale utilized town labor and 
equipment, as well as rented equip-
ment and contractors to pick up and 
haul the vegetative and tree debris 
to temporary disposal and reduction 
sites.

“From Long island through 
new york City and up into Lower 

Hudson Valley communities like 
Scarsdale, Sandy’s destructive path 
ripped through communities leaving 
significant damage in its wake,” Gov-
ernor Cuomo said. “The town had to 
respond quickly with the resources it 
had available and also contract out to 
private entities given the vast amount 
of damage caused by the storm. i am 
very pleased to be able to direct these 
funds back to the town and help them 
continue in their overall restoration ef-
fort.”

“Superstorm Sandy caused ex-
tensive damage and created huge 
amounts of debris. Scarsdale, like most 
impacted communities, bore extraor-
dinary costs cleaning up this destruc-
tion in the immediate aftermath of the 

storm. This reimbursement will help 
the town deal with these unplanned 
expenses and ease the financial impact 
of the storm on the municipality,” said 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

Assemblymember Amy Paulin 
said, “The residents of Scarsdale, in-
cluding myself, are very thankful that 

Governor Cuomo and FEmA rep-
resentatives recognized how extensive 
the damage was from this horrific 
storm. The chore of cleaning up after 
Superstorm Sandy has been involved 
and expensive so receiving these funds 
from FEmA is more than welcome. 
The restoration effort continues and 
these funds will make completing this 
task much easier.”

“Restoring communities dam-
aged by Superstorm Sandy is our de-
partment’s highest priority and these 
Public Assistance reimbursement 
funds will help each of the affected 
communities get their fiscal affairs 
back in order,” said nyS Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services Commisioner Jerome m. 

Hauer.
The release of these federal funds 

are part of ongoing and anticipated 
future reimbursements the state will 
administer and pay to the affected 
municipalities. municipalities are be-
ing reimbursed based on a variety of 
projects that include construction and 
demolition, sand and vegetative debris 
removal, EoC activations, evacua-
tions, inspections and emergency it 
repairs and restoration and the Shel-
tering and temporary Essential Power 
(StEP) program. The state will con-
tinue to make these reimbursement 
payments as FEmA obligates the 
funds.

Governor Directs Over $100,000 in FEMA-Approved Funds To Scarsdale 
GOVERNMENT

Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Budget 
proposal.

The Assembly’s budget proposal 
would also restore $120 million in 
critical funding, rejecting the entire 

$240 million cut proposed by the 
Governor, to the nyS office for 
People with Developmental Disabili-

ties (oPWDD) for services provided 
by nonprofit organizations that serve 
individuals with developmental dis-

abilities. The Assembly rejected the 
Governor’s proposed cut to these 
programs.

BUDGET

Assemblymember Mayer Urges Final Budget to Adopt Assembly Additions – Many Specific to Yonkers
Continued from page 16
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By RICH MONETTI
Bob macGregor, 
Chair of the Proj-
ects Committee on 
Somers Land trust 
Discusses Angle Fly 

Preserve.
on Thursday march 7th, the 

Somers town Board met before a 
small turnout at the town Hall to 
discuss several relevant issues, the 
community restoration of the An-
gle Fly Preserve, and the upcoming 
renovation of the Reynolds House 
on the same property.

trails blazed, native plants re-
placing invasive species, building 
a composting toilet, oxygenating a 
dying pond and generally restor-
ing the natural habitat, the total 
cost came at no expense to the 
town, according to Somers Land 
trust member-at-Large Bob mac-
Gregor, who is coordinating the 
ongoing efforts. “Through grants, 
pro-bono contractors and a great 
response from resident volunteers, 
we’ve been able to do all this work, 
said mcGregor, who’s other title is 
Chair of the Projects Committee 
on the land trust.

to that, town Supervisor mary 
Beth murphy appreciatively sought 
some clarification on the 4,000 

hours of volunteer time accumu-
lated on the project. “Does that 
include all the time you spent put-
ting everything together,” murphy 
asked macGregor.

“i only count the time spent 
on the preserve, but we put in all 
this time because we have a love 
for what we are doing,” said mac-
Gregor.

nonetheless, he projects a sim-
ilar monitory and manpower need 
to restore the Reynolds House and 
is confident it will come together 
again. originally build around 

1776, the intent is to retain as much 
of the history as possible.

The main difference being that 
$100,000 of the projected cost will 
come from the town. But the end 
product will then have an asset for 
use by the town – probably to be 
sold as a residency.

in the interim, though, the off-
set mostly adds up. “A tear down 
and take away would have run 
the town between $75,000 and 
$90,000, said macgregor.

That said, a fundraiser will be 
held at the Gerard Crane House 

April 21st, as macGregor also put 
the call out for volunteers. The 
duties needed being open ended, 
he said, “if you’re not good with a 
hammer, we need you. if you can 
carry stuff or just want to cheer lead 
- it’s anybody who wants to come 
and help.”

moving on, the town is revis-
iting their tree ordinance require-
ments following an incident where 
a signature white oak tree came 
down after a contractor had his way 
with it. “The planning board board 
told him, you’re not taking this 

tree, but it came down anyway, said 
Councilman tom Garrity.

nonetheless, the town hopes to 
find a balance between not requir-
ing residents to consult the plan-
ning board every time tree needs to 
come down and otherwise having 
residents acting without impunity. 
“if a tree is going to fall, residents 
need to be able to address it expedi-
tiously, but replantings and a beefed 
up fines are needed if trees are taken 
down against ordinance or without 
some level of approval,” said town 
Supervisor murphy.

Also on the downside, the 
board discussed trying to slow the 
traffic on Brick Hill Road’s decline. 
Deferring on stop signs because 
it may cause accidents in slippery 
conditions, the members brain-
stormed on several low cost but 
very feasible possibilities.

Painting vertical lines on the 
road makes the it seem narrower 
- thus having the natural effect of 
slowing drivers down, while a series 
of collapsible pylons in the center 
could have the same effect. “Let 
me get back to the Highway super-
intendent, and see how we should 
move forward,” Supervisor murphy 
advised the board on the issue.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance 
writer since 2003 and lives in West-
chester.

Somers Town Board Discusses Angle Fly Preserve Restoration

Bob MacGregor, Chair of the Projects Committee on Somers 
Land Trust Discusses Angle Fly Preserve

Supervisor Mary Beth Murphy leads Town Board. Councilman 
Tom Garrity (L) and Councilman Tony Cirieco (R) in forefront.

STAR REBATE

GOVERNMENT

Senate Proposal Does not Go Far 
Enough to Balance the Books for 
Property taxpayers Who Pay Dis-
proportionate taxes on their Prop-
erty in Relation to their income

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
is calling for the state to take a se-
rious look at an alternate tax relief 
program called the Circuit Breaker, 
in response to a provision in the 
new york State Senate budget that 
would reinstate the StAR Rebate 
check for property taxpayers.

Galef stated, “While i cannot 
see where the money would come 
from at this time to fund such a 
program, which had cost the state 
$1.3 billion, when and if there is 
additional money in the state bud-

get, what we should be offering 
taxpayers is a fair and balanced ap-
proach to property tax relief based 
on need and income in relation to 
property taxes, not a rebate check 
program that would arrive in time 
to bolster politicians’ popularity at 
the polls and is primarily based on 
assessed value of property.”

“We all have an interest in 
helping residents afford their prop-
erty taxes so they can stay in their 
homes,” said Galef, “but i believe 
the fairest system and most effec-
tive is a circuit breaker program 
which reviews the property taxes a 
resident pays in relation to his or 
her income and gives a credit to 
those taxpayers who pay the highest 

percentage of property taxes vs. in-
come. Sending a check in the mail 
to all residents whether they are in 
need or not is excessive, and is not 
the direction our state needs to go. 
The general StAR and Enhanced 
StAR programs already in place 
help reduce the school taxes based 
on assessments. if we are financially 
able to expand this tax help, we 
must develop a circuit breaker pro-
gram to target help to those strug-
gling with high taxes yet who have 
little income to pay them.”

Governor Andrew Cuomo has 
recently recommended changing 
the StAR program to route out 
people who may be double dip-

Galef Urges Circuit Breaker Approach to Tax Relief--Not STAR Rebate Check
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STAR REBATE

WESTCHESTCHER COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS

WHitE PLAinS, ny – utiliz-
ing line graphs with up-to-date 
information spanning the last four 
years, Democratic caucus members 
of the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators (WCBoL) presented 
compelling proof at a press confer-
ence today that the need for social 
services is growing in Westchester. 
The legislators also called on Coun-
ty Executive Rob Astorino to work 
collaboratively with the WCBoL to 
increase financial support for child 
care, homeless and nutrition pro-
grams.

“Even as our economic picture 
had improved, many of our resi-
dents are still in great need with ba-
sic necessities like shelter and food,” 
said WCBoL majority Leader Pete 
Harckham (D-Katonah). “The 
trends we see in the data that has 
been collected present a picture that 
should concern all of residents and 
business owners: The need for so-
cial services has increased over the 
past four years while funding has 
decreased.”

indeed, since 2009 homeless 
families have increased 40%, food 
assistance caseloads are up 53% and 
day care need has climbed almost 
15%.

Added Harckham: “For three 
vulnerable groups of Westchester 
residents—the homeless, the hun-
gry and low-income workers need-
ing child care—it is imperative that 
funding for safety net programs be 
increased as soon as possible to re-

verse these trends, or there will be 
exponentially higher costs for tax-
payers to shoulder down the road. 
it’s time for the Administration 
and Board of Legislators to work 
together on this.”

The WCBoL Democratic cau-
cus members looked at families in 
Westchester County child care ser-
vices and noted that daycare slots 
increased from 3152 in 2009 to 
3615 last year, even though title 
XX	 applications	 were	 frozen	 and	
misinformation was abundant. 
There are 3477 slots planned by As-

torino Administration for 2013, the 
decreasing availability contrasting 
with the apparent increased need 
over past few years.

meanwhile, the low income 
day care parent share has increased 
by 164% since 2009, yet the cost 
of the program has increased only 
6% over the 2009 funding level. 
Child Care Block Grant (CCBG) 
revenue is used to offset the Low 
income Daycare Expenses. At a 
town Hall meeting in ossining 
earlier this month, County Execu-
tive Astorino claimed that the day 

care program had run out of money 
halfway through 2012 when it ac-
tually ended up with a $3.7 million 
surplus.

Title	XX	Day	Care	 is	County	
funded Day Care with no CCBG 
reimbursement; its costs are split 
between the County and the parent 
share.	But	Title	XX	Day	Care	has	
been nearly eliminated with an 88% 
reduction since 2009.

Child Care Scholarships were 
designed to assist households who 
are	 ineligible	 for	 Title	 XX	 subsi-
dies to pay for child care services 

because their incomes exceed the 
limits set forth for eligibility by the 
new york State office of Children 
and Family Services (oCFS). The 
scholarships must be used for ser-
vices rendered by day care provid-
ers licensed by or registered with 
oCFS. unfortunately, Astorino 
completely eliminated this pro-
gram.

“i’m sure many working parents 
have turned to low-cost, unregu-
lated day care operations because 

Democratic Westchester Legislators Show Need for Social Services in Westchester is Growing
Call for Increased Financial Support for Child Care, Homeless and Nutrition Programs

WCBoL Majority Leader Pete Harckham at the podium and other members of the WCBoL Democratic caucus at the March 14, 2013, press conference. Left to right: 
MaryJane Shimsky, Alfreda Williams, Bill Ryan, Pete Harckham, WCBoL Chairman Ken Jenkins, Catherine Borgia and Judy Myers. Photo by and courtesy of Aviva Meyer 

/ Westchester County Board of Legislators)

ping by illegally receiving StAR 
discounts on property that is not 
their primary residence. Such abus-
es in this program are costing new 
yorkers millions of dollars. Accord-
ing to a new report, new york State 
Comptroller Thomas Dinapoli 
predicted that these abuses could 
cost the state $73 million by 2016 
if nothing is done.

in addition, the Senate pro-
posal calls for the rebate check pro-

gram to go into effect even if there 
is no state money yet with which to 
pay these checks. it would give tax-
payers a credit they can collect on 
in the future.

“For the state to issue ious 
to property taxpayers would be a 
huge mistake. We are already in a 
hole because of promises we made 
that we could pay pension benefits 
which we cannot now afford. now 
the Senate wants to promise tax 
rebate credits that could build for 
years and years to come, yet we do 

not know if we will be able to afford 
them in the future. We all want to 
help taxpayers, but this is an irre-
sponsible approach. When we get 
to the point where the state can 
afford to directly help our taxpay-
ers, we absolutely should, but via a 
fair and balanced program such as 
the Circuit Breaker tax credit that 
would be established through the 
new york State taxation and Fi-
nance Department, and offer help 
to those who need it most,” con-
cluded Galef.

Continued from page 18

Galef Urges Circuit Breaker Approach to Tax Relief--Not STAR Rebate Check
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)
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OP-ED

By BOB K. BOGEN
The true hero of 2012 
has finally been iden-
tified.   Who knew his 
name before march 
12, 2013?   A man of 

no apparent political identification 
or association, not registered as a 
Democrat or Republican, turned 
out to be the most important fig-
ure in the presidential election.  The 
historic hero war a 38-year-old 
Florida bartender with out a car 
who had gained major local rec-
ognition seven years earlier for his 
dramatic underwater rescue of an 
unconscious women strapped in her 
submerged car. [Reports then told 
of Scott Prouty’s dive into the river, 
cutting the restraining seat belt and, 
despite observers doubts, the wom-
an was brought to shore and saved 
through CPR efforts.]

As readers will recall, obama 

stumbled in his lackluster, laid-back 
participation in his first presidential 
debate with mill Romney.   Polls 
showed then that obama was sig-
nificantly slipping.   But in the 
second debate obama concluded 
with retelling the story of the video 
exposing Romney’s true miserable 
attitude of contempt for much of 
the nation, told to a quiet, $50,000 
a plate fundraiser.  There were other 
photographers present and, fortu-
nately for us and the nation, no in-
struction forbidding photography.   

As the world now knows that 
bartender-photographer recog-
nized the significance of his video, 
including the 47% references high-
lighting the outrageous truth-tell-
ing confession by Romney, realized 
there could be various serious con-
sequences to him if it were released, 
possibly even fatal.   He finally 
screwed up his courage [as he had 
seven years earlier when he dove 

into the river to save a drowning 
woman] and quietly consulted ma-
jor journalists.  He picked well and 
it went viral. 

of course we cannot, even now 
or ever, know if obama could have 
beaten Romney without the 47% 
video.   But no thoughtful observ-
er can doubt that the video was a 
major factor, and very likely ended 
Romney’s chances of election then, 
or ever, to become president or any 
other significant political office.

But we have to recognize poor 
mitt’s royalist views are not his 
alone!   At this point in time it is 
hard to find a significant leader in 
the Republican Party who does not 
subscribe to most of what mitt said. 

in fact many of those who 
no longer wish to be seen around 
him are even more antediluvian, 
more suited to the dog-eat-dog 
life of neanderthals.  We have just 
learned that the original neander-

thals had little chance to survive 
into any society of thoughtful souls 
because their actual brain struc-
ture was overwhelmingly devoted 
to survival attitudes and strategies.   
maybe that’s why some refer to the 
Republican Party as the troglodyte 
Party.

Despite obama’s amazing, or is 
it pathetic, repeated attempts to re-
late to these poor souls in attempts 
at cooperation, there seems little 
hope for any constructive govern-
mental work with them.

Perhaps if they are blessed with 
incarnation they may grow into 
some more decent human coopera-
tive and logical beings.

in the meantime we have got 
to find our way out of the morass 
of Republican inanities.   The so-
called Republican Party blunders 
ever onward into monarchism and 
blind greedy royalist disparaging 
of the 47% of the nation, including 
ill-treated veterans of their obscene 
wars, other long-term workers now 
retired, handicapped, and others 
of the 99.99% of the nation they 

would offer only a flying finger, a 
one finger salute as their greed con-
spires with their paid governmental 
‘representatives’ continue in their 
own weird la la land. 

They  truly distrust democracy 
and its elections, they even invented 
new tricks of voter suppression they 
announced would bring them vic-
tory, even if some were thrown out 
by courts.  The 2012 national elec-
tions should be the last nightmare 
of Republican’s growing efforts to 
destroy representative government.   
Somehow we have to ‘cut the cuts’ 
of programs that heal needs and 
grow jobs.   Then it will be time to 
cut deficits and reduce the national 
debt as Democrats like Clinton and 
obama have actually shown.  

A half century ago an Antioch 
professor warned some of us that the 
great threat to democracy was concen-
tration of wealth.  But even he could 
not possibly imagine how much fur-
ther that obscene, unsustainable con-
centration of wealth would go into our 
twenty-first century. 

Our Hero is Finally Identified
Victory Over All Fears of Gerrymandering, Private Money, and Voter Suppression

oP EDSection

of the escalating costs and loss of 
scholarships,” said Legislator Al-
freda Williams (D-Greenburgh), 
chair of the WCBoL Community 
Services Committee.

in 2009, the average march 
expense for Low income Day Care 
was $91; now, in 2013, the average 
expense will increase to $240.

The WCBoL Democratic cau-
cus has been concerned with the 
number of homeless families in 
Westchester, especially since their 
number has increased by 40% since 
2009. in 2009 the average annual 
Family Homeless rate was 3,588 
and now in 2013 that number is pro-
jected to be 4,980. That is almost an 
increase of 1,400 homeless families 
in Westchester County.

At the same time, Eviction Pre-
vention funding in 2013 remains at 

the same level it was funded at in 
2009. An increase in funding for this 
program was added by the BoL in 
2012. in 2013 any additional evic-
tion prevention funding was elimi-
nated by the Administration. After 
the Democratic caucus added fund-
ing back for eviction prevention, the 
coalition eliminated it. The 2013 
funding level is now back to where it 
was in 2009. Likewise, the Housing 
Action Council saw reductions of 
10% through 2012 and was further 
cut in 2013. The Democratic caucus 
tried to restore the level to at least 
that of 2012, but coalition members 
voted to slash another 9% off this 
housing program.

“in Westchester County, we 
should be doing our best to help 
people with emergency shelter 
needs and find them long-term so-
lutions to their housing needs,” said 

Legislator Catherine Borgia (D-
ossining), chair of the WCBoL’s 
Government operations Commit-
tee. “Programs that serve our home-
less residents need our support, 
especially when considering how the 
economic downturn adversely af-
fected so many here in Westchester.”

Borgia reminded those at the 
event that Barry Himmelstein, a 
homeless man, was found dead in 
Greenburgh earlier this year in a van 
that he was living in.

Also, the economic downturn 
has resulted in larger numbers of 
requests for assistance at food banks 
and nutrition programs around the 
county. The Supplemental nutrition 
Assistance Program (SnAP), which 
provides food stamps to needy resi-
dents, has seen an increase of 53% 
since 2009. There were 52,791 in-
dividual SnAP recipients in West-

chester County in 2009. in 2013 
the projected individual SnAP 
recipients in Westchester County 
is 80,935—an increase of 28,144 
people in Westchester County on 
SnAP over the past four years.

But the Food Bank of West-
chester is slated to get no funding 
from the County in 2013. once 
again, while the WCBoL’s Demo-
cratic caucus tried to restore funding 
levels, the coalition of WCBoL Re-
publicans and two Democratic legis-
lators all eliminated it. (Astorino has 
since “promised” the funding that 
was cut for 2013, though no A&C 
contract has yet been furthered by 
the Administration.)

The Coalition for the Hun-
gry and Homeless will not receive 
funding in 2013 either. Again, the 
WCBoL Republican-led coalition 
denied the budget addition forward-

ed by the Democratic caucus.
All in all, while indicators like 

the number of homeless families, the 
number of people receiving SnAP 
and the need for Low income Day 
Care has increased since 2009, fund-
ing for the support programs to help 
prevent or aid in curbing these social 
needs are being reduced and elimi-
nated.

“Westchester cannot be a county 
that turns its back on residents who 
need help,” said WCBoL Chairman 
Ken Jenkins (D-yonkers). “With all 
of the resources and wealth available 
to be able to feed our hungry and 
house our homeless, we should not 
be shirking our moral duty in this 
regard. it’s time to reverse these dis-
turbing trends before neglect turns 
to regret.”
SOURCE: Westchester County 
Board of Legislators Democratic Cau-
cus.

WESTCHESTCHER COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS

Democratic Westchester Legislators Show Need for Social Services in Westchester is Growing
Continued from page 19
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By HEZI ARIS
The circus has come to yonkers. it 
usually sets up about three to five 
tents in yonkers about this time of 
year. The more tents pitched, the 
more audacious the “scam” planned 

for the coming year. it would be most improb-
able to suggest that yonkersites do not know of 
the looming $150 million budget deficit being 
postulated for Fy 2013-2014. 
in fact, yonkers mayor mike 
Spano will present the State 
of the City Address on march 
20, 2013, at the yonkers Riv-
erfront Library. That address 
will come after four quarterly 
financial reports required to be 
presented to the yonkers City 
Council continue to be unde-
livered. over 10 days after his 
address is presented, the fifth 
quarterly report will be due; 
it too, is not likely to be pre-
sented to the City Council on 
time. The yonkers City Coun-
cil membership’s acceptance of 

non-compliance by the executive branch has weak-
ened their collective resolve to contend with the 
most pressing fiscal concerns. While the yonkers 
City Council pisses away time on issues pertinent 
to yonkersites, they engage in battle over who will 
gain the upper hand for their party’s future prow-
ess. notice its also about party. This despite ev-
eryone now knowing that yonkers is a one-party 

Continued on page 22

THE HEZITORIAL

Yonkers BoE to Encumber Taxpayers for  
$1.7 Billion in Private Public Partnership Scam

millions out of work, with underwater mort-
gages, and forced out of  their homes while the 
hyper-rich continue with their multi-million 
dollar bonuses on top of unconscionable salaries.  
Such financial wizards have not done well to keep 
us all from severe economic troubles.   Perhaps 
they should return their ill-gotten gains since 
their bubble burst in 2008.    Perhaps such lead-
ers should be happy, until economic stability and 
jobs return, to work as in other national times of 
stress, to work for a Dollar a year until the current 
emergency is over. 

Perhaps obama should not ask for a “little 
bit more”, a few percent higher marginal income 
tax rates.  Perhaps he should rather start the tax 
rate bargaining at the rate run by an earlier, Re-
publican, President Dwight Eisenhower, 91%   
marginal rate, and only then suggest a compro-
mise at a lower rate, say 80% or even 70% until 
the economy is back on an even keel.  Well, not 
start at 30% or 35% and even allow a lower 15% 
on capital gains.

it has been particularly galling to hear Re-
publican leaders insist their ignorant demands 
must be met as they won control of the House 

of Representatives.   We now know their power 
was not won but stolen by Gerrymandering and 
voter suppression when they were outvoted by the 
over 2,000,000 Democratic vote majority in those 
House elections.

Somehow the voting public must be made 
aware by next year, 2014, or at least before Re-
publican Gerrymandering and elaborate voter 
suppression further disembowels democracy.    in 
thirty-five years since the film, and we still haven’t 
found an effective Network journalist who can 
lead us all to lean out of our self-absorbed ‘win-
dows’ and in some form shout out, “We are mad as 
hell and won’t take it anymore”.  Perhaps some re-
incarnation of Edward R. murrow or some com-
bination of Bill moyers, Amy Goodman, Chris 
mathews, Ed Scholtz, Rachel maddow, and a few 
others can somehow bring us along. 

in the meantime we can celebrate the most 
fortunate heroism of our amazing and favorite 
bartender-photojournalist: Scott Prouty.
Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive long-range 
facilities planning director for the New York Metro-
politan Regional Planning Commission; as a major 
United Nations official in Pakistan; and Principal 
Representative of Architects/ Designers/ Planners for 
Social Responsibility to the United Nations.

Continued from page 20
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Our Hero is Finally Identified

Mayor Mike Spano Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio
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THE HEZITORIAL

town. not one elected official has yet 
revealed themselves to give any in-
terest to the concerns of the taxpayer. 
The taxpayer continues to throw his/
her hands in the air expressing exas-
peration with the process to which 
we all cannot get absolution. it’s our 
responsibility to set it straight. in the 
fight over who will gain from the 
$1.7 billion Public Private Partner-
ship, yonkersites have already lost. 
We will only get to see the play 
unfold as The People are again to be 
marginalized. The mantra so well 
known in yonkers continues: it is 
not about us, it iS about tHEm. 
WE are not tHEm, no matter how 
often they say we ARE.

The Public Private Partnership, 
P3 for short, has never included 
public input. it has been studied for 
many years by the yonkers Board of 
Education (yBoE). Study also costs 
money. How much did the P3 study 
cost the yonkers Public School Dis-
trict? Even after the P3 concept won 
accolades for infrastructure innova-
tions at the World Cities Summit 
in Singapore last year, at a hefty cost 
to the yPS District yet to be di-

vulged, the basis by which yonkers 
won kudos has yet to be explained. 
no embellishment over how that 
award could be rationalized to and 
for yonkersites or the dilapidated 
school district. The numbers that 
would be demanded to be part of the 
financial equation by which the P3 
concept could be judged, to this day, 
has not been shared. notice, tHEy 
don’t trust uS with any facts. tHEy 
have to SPin it before they believe 
WE WiLL swallow the gruel. Even 
so, yonkers Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio and yPS Chief Admin-
istrative officer Joseph Bracchita 
and yonkers mayor mike Spano 
have promoted a $1.7 billion project 
to which they do not reveal facts to 
substantiate the worthiness of the 
concept vis-à-vis the yonkers Public 
School District, much less the tax-
payer.

The yPS District would be the 
first Public Private Partnership to 
engage the P3 concept for a dilapi-
dated school infrastructure. All P3 
projects have incorporated replace-
ment or revitalization for sewage, 
electrical, and water lines; even 
bridges, tunnels, and such. in Chica-
go, mayor Rahm Emanuel, has won 

endorsement of a P3 concept for 
such infrastructure. When asked if 
he could rationalize the P3 concept 
for Chicago he could not. instead he 
informed the public he was taking a 
leap of faith.

in yonkers, mayor mike Spano, 
incapable or unwilling to take a po-
sition on the $1.7 billion project has 
chosen to relegate an independent 
commission led by former Lt. Gov-
ernor Richard Ravitch, and former 
Assemblyman Richard Brodsky to 
assess the P3 concept with respect to 
issues confronting the City of yon-
kers (Coy). Despite his shrugging 
off responsibility, mayor mike Spa-
no and yPS Superintendent have 
presented their dog and pony show 
throughout the recent months before 
neighborhood associations through-
out the city. mayor mike Spano has 
departed from these efforts convinc-
ing neighborhood associations that 
the P3 concept is “doable”. mayor 
mike Spano continues to assert he is 
keeping an open mind on the issue 
while he proselytizes the merits of a 
project for which he cannot espouse 
one iota of worth of the project.

Even if he was affording the P3 
concept a leap of faith on his part, 

mayor mike Spano has not touched 
on the separation of the City of yon-
kers (Coy) from the yonkers Board 
of Education (yBoE). mayor mike 
Spano knows they are distinct enti-
ties. The only connection between 
the yBoE and Coy is that funding 
for the yBoE is transferred to the 
yBoE from Albany through Coy 
coffers. once the transfer of money 
from Albany is transmitted to Coy, 
it is thereafter transferred to the 
yBoE. The function thereafter is to-
tally independent of Coy. The may-
or of yonkers appoints members to 
the yonkers Board of Education 
trustees but that does not guarantee 
compliance or following his direc-
tives, or even agreement with the 
mayor of yonkers.

The yBoE is not a department 
of the Coy. The yonkers Parking 
Authority is another entity that is 
separate from and independent of 
the Coy.

mssrs. Bracchita and Pierorazio 
assert 40 school buildings require 
renovation or replacement. What 
is the cost to yonkersites? Will the 
P3 concept encumber yonkers with 
debt? Seemingly so. Conjecture, 
even by some media, used to pro-
mote this yet to be vetted concept 
for yonkers asserting that the P3 
concept for renovating the yPS Dis-
trict will be paid off over an untold 
number of years, and permits the 
yPS District to encumber the Coy 
with debt that it does not have 
the right to impose, unless this be-
comes a Home Rule message by the 
yonkers City Council to beseech the 
new york State Legislature to gain 
their authorization and also permit 
the nyS Legislature to approve the 
GuARAntEE of PAymEnt by 
the yonkers taxpayer.

one must ask why Pierorazio, 

given all the years he was the yon-
kers Public School Superintendent 
did not challenge past administra-
tions for shortchanging the yPS 
District their always having “nec-
essary” funds cut from the yBoE 
Capital improvement Plan? Why 
did Pierorazio permit loans from the 
yBoE to the Coy to which no funds 
have been returned? Reference the 
yonkers Baseball Project, the chal-
lenge of Albany’s education funding 
formula with the City of utica from 
which we would eventually extricate 
ourselves from to our detriment, 
and the sale of the Elizabeth Seton 
School property for which no pay-
ment of purchase has been made. 
Those three projects alone cost yon-
kersites over $4 million. There is 
no interest by yonkers City Hall to 
ever collect or return those funds to 
where they must be returned.

The purpose of the intrigue, 
deception, lying, obfuscation, or 
dressing up a pig for slaughter, is all 
meant to deflect from the fact that 
yonkers City Hall has figured out 
how to again separate yonkersites 
from their money. They will, upon 
adoption of this P3 project cause 
yonkersites to be indebted for over 
25 years time, without a tax base 
designed to pay off this debt, and 
promoted by corrupt individuals 
who are in the game to decide with 
which developers and banks they 
will work in order that they and their 
families will be set for life. As a yon-
kersite, your responsibility is to pay 
the freight to which you will not be 
asked the opportunity to prescribe, 
but you will become responsible for 
the debt by fiat.

There has been no public dis-
cussion. There is no cost analysis. 
There is only a “buy” sight unseen 
and the promotion of an unproven 
gimmick that has been the succes-

Yonkers BoE to Encumber Taxpayers for $1.7 Billion in Private Public Partnership Scam
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Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 

Wilca: 914.632.1230
 
 

Prime Retail - Westchester 
County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Sand Box 
Tree, LLC. Article of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/04/13. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, 1 Sadore Ln 6P, Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ME HAMPTON ASSOCIATES, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/25/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 46 Hampton 
Place Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Wibblerz, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/18/12. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 56 Sagamore #4D, 
Bronxville, NY, 10708 Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

MEYZEN FAMILY REALTY ASSOCIATES, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/18/02. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 46 
Bedford-Banksville Road Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity..

JE HAMPTON ASSOCIATES, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/25/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 46 Hampton 
Place Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

JONO ENTERPRISES LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/7/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 1368 Park LN. Pelham NY 
10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

D.S. TOOL, FLAGS & FLAGPOLES LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/26/13. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 4 
Vernon Lane Elmsford, NY 10523. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

BASATNE INTERNATIONAL LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/2/11. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to C/O Business Filings Incorpo-
rated 187 Wolf RD, STE 101 Albany, NY 
12205. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Regis-
tered Agent: Business Filings Incorporat-
ed 187 Wolf RD STE 101 Albany, NY 12205

Notice of Formation of LLC: Name: 
THRIFTY MEASURES LLC. Article of Org. 
filed with NY Sec. of State 02/14/2013. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. The 
New York Secretary of State shall be 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. Sec. of 
State shall mail a copy of process to the 
registered agent, United States Corpora-
tion Agents Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228 Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

NINJA BEAM LLC Authority filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/25/13. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 2/21/13 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC Attn: 
Michael Tener 166 Pearsall DR 5A MT 
Vernon, NY 10552. DE address of LLC: 
3500 S DuPont Hwy Dover, DE 19901. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Continued from page 21
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

ful patriarchal expression that has gained 
support from the City Haulers, their 
spouses, children, now of voting age, and 
close relatives, to promote these financial 
atrocities on the unsuspecting taxpayers, 
who seemingly do not see it coming.

The P3 project will bypass cerebral 
scrutiny by the assertion that 13,500 jobs 
will be created. of those alleged to be cre-
ated, how many will employ yonkersites? 
no matter; because none of it matters. 
That is just a crumb for the lowlife’s of so-
ciety. The money is slated to the top of the 
heap of insiders… the mayor, the yBoE 
heierarchy, Pierorazio and Bracchita, the 
lawyers, the lobbyists that are now part of 
mayor mike Spano’s administration, and 
the lackeys on the yonkers City Council 
who will pander to whomever barks out 
the orders. Complicit by their silence so 
far are the Albany Delegation.

yonkersites will find a voice in the 
Yonkers Tribune / The Westchester Guardian 
protecting their wallets from being picked 
by the usual suspects. But after all is said 

and done, if yonkersites are appeased and 
calmed by the B.S. they are told, and ca-
pitulate to a scheme for which there will 
be no recourse in our life time, you WiLL 
own the outcome. you cannot become a 
virgin again. you couldn’t trust Brodsky 
to be a defender of yonkers when he was 
an Assemblyman; Ravitch is a has been 
player paid for his diminishing acumen, 
Stewart-Cousins is moving to higher 
echelons of power to engage in this issue, 
Latimer is too busy fortifying his junior 
status to be engrossed in yonkers drama, 
as is mayer, who can claim distance, but is 
not that far removed.

none of these people will save the 
yonkersite’s struggle to maintain a city 
that has been run down by the same A-
holes who have dragged us into this sewer 
of their making, not ours.

its now in youR hands yonkers. 
you know the score. Fight or find yourself 
run down. make your decision like it mat-
ters, because it does. Fighting for yonkers 
is worth the fight. you own yonkers, They 
are only here to collect payment for mr. 
Green.

Yonkers BoE to Encumber Taxpayers for $1.7 Billion  
in Private Public Partnership Scam
Continued from page 22
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With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

LEXINGTON 
CAPITAL Associates

914.633.4100
LexCapAssociates.com

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

• 15 Year Fixed-Rate Loans Available
• 30 Year Payout
• Interest-Only Loans Available 
• Fast Closings for Qualified Borrowers

240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801
LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.

Multifamily is our Specialty

mailto:germainfs@aol.com
mailto:skerner80@gmail.com

