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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
“The Singularity” -- we 
may have seen this term in 
articles -- or in book titles 
-- or on television shows 
but it’s confusing -- what 

is it? The answer may, at least initially, 
be more confusing than the words. It is 
“the next great step in human evolution” 

-- or -- “a science fiction concept” -- or -- 
“the beginning of superhuman intelligence” 
-- or -- to Vernor Vinge (to whom we 
attribute the origin of “Technological Sin-
gularity”), it represents the time when 
“Shortly after, the human era will be 
ended” (http://mindstalk.net/vinge/
vinge-sing.html) -- or -- to Wikipe-
dia, “The technological singularity is 
the theoretical emergence of superintel-
ligence through technological means” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tech-
nological_singularity) -- and there 

are other descriptions or definitions but 
these are confusing enough.

Vinge, a professor of Mathemat-
ics and Computer Science as well 
as a respected science fiction writer, 
coined the term in a 1993 lecture 
given at the “VISION-21 Symposium” 
sponsored by NASA Lewis Research 
Center and the Ohio Aerospace In-
stitute. While Vinge’s whole paper 
should be read to both appreciate 
the complexities of his thought and 

Continued on page 4

COMMuNITySection

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel.  
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO
914.235.3300

RetroFitness.net
( NEX T TO CITIBANK)

236 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE

GYM HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 4AM-MN • Sat. & Sun: 6AM-8PM

New Members Only • Must Present Ad • See Retro Fitness For Details

Over 13,00 Sq. Ft. of Fitness
Tons of Cardio With 17” LCD Screens

One-on-One Personal Training • Large Free Weight Area
Enjoy Your Favorite Movies in Our Huge Retro Theater

Totally Awesome Retro Blends* 
Smoothie Bar  • Childcare Available

So Much Entertainment You’ll Never Have To Wait Again!
Full Access To Over 90 retro Fitness Locations!

Great Fitness Classes Including:
Zumba® , Kickboxing, Spinning® and More!

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
I guess there are now 
three things that are 
inevitable in our lives: 
death, taxes and Metro 
North raising their rates 

fortunately, our column is written from 
the home office, so please enjoy this 
week’s commute free edition of News 
and Notes.

Hop on over to the Make-A-
Wish Easter Egg hunt On Satur-
day, March 16th at the Robert E. Bell 
Middle School in Chappaqua on the 
front field. There will be one Easter egg 
hunt at 12 noon and another at 1:00 
PM. This event includes Easter eggs, 
pictures with the Easter bunny, baked 
goods, fun games and a raffle.  Kids of 
all ages are welcome and a donation 
of $10 per child goes to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of Hudson Valley.

Its Book Bruch time at the White 
Plains Library on March 25th and 
28th, I am assuming we are not actually 
eating the books, for more information 
call 914-422-1476.

Well the snow of last weekend 
served one purpose it gives all of us a 
second chance to sign up for a spring 
field trip join the Bedford Audubon 
Society for Birding at Jamaica Bay with 
Naturalist-in-Residence Tait Johans-
son. The trip, which was rescheduled 
from March 9th, will take place on 
Saturday, March 23rd from 8:30 AM 
to 1:30 PM.  Enjoy this late winter 
excursion to see an array of waterfowl, 

raptors, and birds like towhees and 
sparrows hiding in thickets.

The newly renovated Schoolhouse 
Theater in Croton Falls will re-open 
with a production of Ten unknowns, 
written by Tony-nominated playwright 
jon Robin Baitz with performances 
through March 30th.

This sounds like a sticky event to 
learn more about maple tree sugaring 
and enjoy a pancake breakfast at the 
Teatown Pancake Breakfast on March 
16th, pass the syrup and I’ll see you 
there.

With all this crazy weather we 
have been experiencing lately, what’s 
better than curling up with a blanket 
and a good book.  The Bedford Hills 
Free Library can help out with the 
books as they are holding an on-going 
book sale, call 914-666-6472 for details.

I like the title of this art exhibit at 
the Pound Ridge Library, When Work 
is Done: The Artwork of Three Men 
with Men with Jobs, it runs through 
April 23rd.

Does your teenager love to doodle 
or draw…the Chappaqua Library is of-
fering an afternoon of Cartooning and 
Caricature for Teens grades 7 through 
12 with Laura Craig the director of Ir-
relevant Elephant Fine Art Studio in 
Mount Kisco. On Friday afternoon, 
March 22nd at 3:30 pm you can learn 
how to create and develop your own 
characters and heroes, super or not and 
this program is free of charge.

The Rockefeller State Preserve in 
Mount Pleasant presents SNAP: Love 

that Park; Views of the Preserve, cu-
rated by Audrey Leeds through March 
24th.

I am not embarrassed to say that 
I sing along with all these Disney fa-
vorites that will be appearing in Disney 
Live! Mickey’s Music Festival at the 
Westchester County Center in White 
Plains, April 4-7.

Now that the weather is finally 
improving, I want you all to do me a 
favor. Shop local! Many of our small 
businesses and stores are struggling in 
this economy and are finding it dif-
ficult to compete with the big chain 
stores and the online shopping. Our 
local shops define our villages; they are 
owned by our neighbors; they employ 
our friends and our industrious high 
school students; they sponsor our local 
little leagues and soccer clubs; they do-
nate endlessly to our PTAs and support 
our neighborhood organizations.  An 
ad here and a donation for an auction 
there all adds up, but they give anyway. 
So shop locally and support the stores 
that support our towns. Looking for 
the best bargains will not be the best 
deal in the long run.

I’ve gained 10 pounds so far dur-
ing the Hudson Valley Restaurant 
Week, which ends March 24th; I sure 
hope exercise week starts soon. See you 
next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Singularity?

http://mindstalk.net/vinge/vinge-sing.html
http://mindstalk.net/vinge/vinge-sing.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superintelligence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superintelligence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technological_singularity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technological_singularity
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel


Page 4 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2013

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

to note that he points to five possible 
scenarios for the development of this 
singularity, the key conclusion (and 
the jumping off for all the further 
writing on the subject) is that there 
will be a merger of human and ma-
chine intelligences into a new entity 
-- a merger of the two into one -- 
hence “the singularity.” In attempting 
do determine when this coming to-
gether could happen, Vinge said “I’ll 
be surprised if this event occurs before 
2005 or after 2030.”

 While Vinge brought together 
the concept of a combination of hu-
man and machine intelligence, the 
concept of autonomous intelligent 
artificial beings has been with us 
since ancient times and Leonardo da 
Vinci sketched plans for a mechani-
cal knight around 1495. Czech play-
wright Karel Čapek gave us the word 
“robot” in his 1920 play R.U.R. (Ros-
sum’s Universal Robots) and the word 
has been in use since in both fic-
tion and non-fiction to describe any 
machine that could independently 
perform functions done by a human 
being.

 The advent of the fictional ro-
bot led to both a plethora of fiction 
about such creatures and scientific 
and mechanical work on such crea-
tures. Almost immediately, the ques-
tions began in the general public 
-- “Could these machines be given ‘real’ 
intelligence?” -- “Could this intelligence 
surpass human intelligence?” -- and 
“Could these intelligent robots become a 
real threat to human beings?” The pro-
lific science and science fiction author 
(over 500 books) Isaac Asimov both 
coined the term “robotics” for the sci-
entific study of robots and, in his sci-
ence fiction short stories and novels, 
created and used the “Three Laws of 
Robotics,” which have continued to 
guide both fiction writers and robotic 
scientists and developers from the 
1942 introduction in the short story 
“Runaround” right to the present (we 
can see them both in the writings of 
Robotics Institute of Carnegie Mel-
lon university professor and designer 
Hans Moravec and in the behavior of 
Star Wars “R2D2” and “CEE3PO”). 
They are:
 1.  A robot may not harm a human be-

ing or, through inaction, allow a hu-
man being to come to harm.

2.  A robot must obey a human being, ex-
cept where such orders would conflict 
with the First Law.

3.  A robot must protect its own existence 
as long as such protection does not 
conflict with the First or Second Law. 
(Source -- http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Three_Laws_of_Robotics)

While these writers and scien-
tists were busying themselves with 
robot developments, others were 
looking at the other half of the equa-
tion and looking for ways to improve 
the human body. Computer Scientist 
/ Mathematician / Philosopher and 
science fiction author Rudy Rucker 
coined the term “Wetware” in the 
1988 novel of the same name (the 
second of his “Ware” series -- Soft-
ware (1982), Wetware (1988), Free-
ware (1997) and Realware (2000). 
The first two books both received the 
Philip K. Dick Award for best novel.).

 As the mind of a human con-
tains the “software” that governs our 
actions, the material that surrounds it 
– skin, blood, bone, organs, etc. – pro-
vide a home for the brain and are ex-
tremely fragile and decompose over 
time. While Rucker’s novels do not 
deal with humans bearing the ben-
efit of new devices to correct or en-
hance the wetware – artificial limbs, 
artificial hearts, pacemakers, hearing 
implants – they were all becoming 
commonplace during that time.

In fact, university of Edinburgh 
philosophy professor Andy Clark, 
in his 2003 “Natural-Born Cyborgs: 
Minds, Technologies, and the Future 
of Human Intelligence,” dwells on the 
fact that humans are the only species 
that has the capacity to fully incorpo-
rate our technology and tools into our 
existence. We make our cell phones, 
our tablets, Google capabilities, etc. 
part of us – of our mental lives -- and 
our mind expands to use these tools. 
Clark points out how the measure-
ment of time has changed the land-
scape of human experience and how 
today’s tools do the same. He also 
points out all the other technology 
that we have taken in and adapted to 
– the artificial items mentioned above 
– and sees the same future for neural 
implants and devices that improve 
cognition.

The person who ties all of these 
threads together is Ray Kurzweil, 
inventor, futurist, writer, artificial in-
telligence guru and, now, Google’s 
Director of Engineering. If Vinge is 
singularity’s father, Kurzweil is its su-
perhero. His books, particularly “The 
Age of Spiritual Machines: When Com-
puters Exceed Human Intelligence” and 
the massive “The Singularity is Near: 
When Humans Transcend Biology;” 
his television interviews; his appear-

ances at TED; his online information 
center, Kurzweil AI (kurzweilai.net), 
which may be linked to and from 
which daily and weekly e-mails may 
be received; and his overall stature as 
an inventor, author, and pundit have 
bought the concept of Singularity to 
the attention of the general public as 
well as the technological community.

While The Age of Spiritual Ma-
chines was published in early 2000, it 
is still worth its modest price of un-
der $12.00 (Paperback at Amazon) if 
only for the great timeline which ap-
pears in the back of the book. In the 
timeline, Kurzweil traces all actual 
scientific and technology develop-
ments from the ‘Big Bang” until 1999 
and then extends the period until 
2030, filling it with his projections.

The Age of Spiritual Machines 
proved to be only a warm-up for The 
Singularity is Near (2005), which laid 
out all the factors that Kurzweil sees 
coming into play to bring the singu-
larity into actuality in 2045. Kurzweil 
arrives at that date by first explain-
ing that the continuing impact of 
“Moore’s Law” (really an observation, 
rather than a law, that leads to the 
conclusion that computer proces-
sor speeds double ever 18 years) will 
lead to a personal computer having 
the processing capability of a hu-
man being by 2020 (and of ALL 
human beings around 2040 – see 
his TED video at http://www.ted.
com/talks/lang/en/ray_kurzweil_
on_how_technology_will_trans-
form_us.html). He then moves on 
to the every-year doubling of the 
ability of scan brains which will give 
us the ability to begin to reverse en-
gineer the functions of the brain – he 
projects that by 2025, we “will have 
a detailed understanding of how all 
regions of the brain work”.

 Following this scenario, accord-
ing to Kurzweil, we will have “the 
requisite hardware and software to 
emulate human intelligence” and will 
thus “have effective software models 
of human intelligence by the mid 
2020s.” This will allow us to marry 
together the incredible ability of the 
human brain to recognize patterns 
with the computer’s ability to “re-
member billions of facts precisely and 
recall them instantly.” He then points 
out the ability of computers to share 
information instantly compared to 
human’s much slower ability do so 
-- slow because of the limitations 
of language (Kurzweil explains his 
understanding of the brain in the 
video http://www.c-spanvideo.org/
program/309044-1 and in his new 

book, “How to Create a Mind: The 
Secret of Human Thought Revealed” 
(2013)). He sees millions of comput-
ers tied together through the Internet 
forming one “super brain” with the 
ability to then disengage to perform 
separate functions – all by 2045.

Rather heady stuff! To move 
this development forward, Kurzweil 
and others established “Singular-
ity university” (http://singularityu.
org -- video announcement at TED 
-- http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/
en/ray_kurzweil_announces_sin-
gularity_university.html) to provide 
graduate, postgraduate, and corpo-
rate executive courses and training 
(the first courses began in 2009 – a 
full description of the courses, sponsors 
and instructors may be found at its site 
and at the Wikipedia site -- http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singularity_
University).

While Kurzweil is brilliant with-
out question and presents impelling 
cases for his beliefs, there are many 
other reputable pundits who disagree 
strongly with his conclusions. In Oc-
tober 2011 in an MIT Technology 
Review piece. “The Singularity Isn’t 
Near,” Microsoft co-founder Paul Al-
len, writing with Mark Graves, took 
issue with many of Kurzweil’s points 
(http://www.technologyreview.
com/view/425733/paul-allen-
the-singularity-isnt-near/), saying 
“Kurzweil’s reasoning rests on the Law 
of Accelerating Returns and its siblings, 
but these are not physical laws. They are 
assertions about how past rates of scien-
tific and technical progress can predict 
the future rate. Therefore, like other at-
tempts to forecast the future from the 
past, these “laws” will work until they 
don’t. More problematically for the sin-
gularity, these kinds of extrapolations 
derive much of their overall exponential 
shape from supposing that there will be 
a constant supply of increasingly more 
powerful computing capabilities. For 
the Law to apply and the singularity to 
occur circa 2045, the advances in capa-
bility have to occur not only in a com-
puter’s hardware technologies (memory, 
processing power, bus speed, etc.) but also 
in the software we create to run on these 
more capable computers. To achieve the 
singularity, it isn’t enough to just run to-
day’s software faster. We would also need 
to build smarter and more capable soft-
ware programs. Creating this kind of 
advanced software requires a prior sci-
entific understanding of the foundations 
of human cognition, and we are just 
scraping the surface of this.” (Kurzweil 
responded to Allen’s piece with “Don’t 
Underestimate The Singularity” the 

following week -- http://www.tech-
nologyreview.com/view/425818/
kurzweil-responds-dont-underes-
timate-the-singularity/).

 Writing in the same publica-
tion in February of this year, in an 
article, “The Brain Is Not Computable” 
(http://www.technologyreview.
com/view/511421/the-brain-is-
not-computable/), the report quotes 
Miguel Nicolelis, a top neuroscientist 
at Duke university, as saying com-
puters will never replicate the hu-
man brain and that the technological 
Singularity is “’a bunch of hot air ...The 
brain is not computable and no engi-
neering can reproduce it,’ says Nicolelis, 
author of several pioneering papers on 
brain-machine interfaces.”.

Finally, John Pavlus, in a De-
cember 2012 piece after the an-
nouncement of Kurzweil’s joining 
with Google, “By Hiring Kurzweil, 
Google Just Killed the Singular-
ity” (http://www.technologyreview.
com/view/508901/by-hiring-
kurzweil-google-just-killed-the-
singularity/), wrote “Thank God! Late 
last Friday, Google announced a jaw-
dropping hire: Ray Kurzweil will join 
the company as a Director of Engineer-
ing. Has the world’s brainiest tech com-
pany suddenly bought into Kurzweil’s 
“rapture of the nerds” b.s. “technological 
singularity” ideas? Hardly. They’ve just 
signed The Singularity’s death warrant 
by putting its chief proselytizer to work 
doing what he does best: inventing better 
machines for the real world, not writ-
ing science fiction. For this, Larry Page 
should get some kind of medal.” Strong 
stuff!

While only time will tell how ac-
curate Kurzweil’s view of the imme-
diate future is, one must appreciate 
not only his brilliance and the pas-
sion that he brings to the argument 
but the vastness of the science – in-
formation technology, biology, physi-
ology, nanotechnology, etc. -- that he 
brings together to form his view. It is 
exciting and challenging and, in my 
opinion, commands our attention.

(Correction – In last week’s column, 
“Cyber War,” “the dissolution of the So-
viet Union” was incorrectly dated as 
1999; it was actually 1989”)
Creative Disruption is a continuing se-
ries examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world 
around us. These changers normally 
happen under our personal radar until 
we find that the world as we knew it is 
no more.
 Comments, experiences and questions can 
be directed to johnmac13@gmail.com. 

Singularity?
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Continued on page 6

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

SHERIF AWAD
For more than a hundred years, cin-
ema has inspired many viewers and 
filmmakers alike. Film became the 
object of affection for some and the 
obsession of others. It also helped 

some to rise up from a tormenting fall. Take the 
story of the American-Ecuadorian Ricardo “Rick” 
Segreda, a great film critic and a wonderful hu-
man being I met in Quito a few weeks ago. Funny, 
down-to-earth, and knowledgeable in film, Rick 
grew up loving cinema and the arts, which eventu-
ally drove him to study film in the uSA. But his 
lack of confidence in competing with others of his 
generation made him step away for too many years 
from his first love. Eventually Rick underwent a 
catharsis supported by those close to him and fur-
ther bolstered by his strong will to reach the goals 
he set for himself.  His personal transformation led 
to his success in establishing himself in Ecuador as 
a critic for the newspaper, La Hora, and acceding to 
marketing manager at the Institute of Visual Arts 
in Quito, Ecuador (IAVQ). 

Rick Segreda’s journey is marked by his keen-
ness to understand the world through the medium 
of film. His Costa Rican father, who became an 
American citizen, worked for the uS State Depart-
ment after serving in WWII, where he met Rick’s 
mother while working in the uS Embassy in Quito, 
Ecuador. The family then relocated to Washington, 
D.C. where Rick was born. “After my father quit 
his job, we came to Westchester and settled in New 
Rochelle. I grew up in a house right behind New 
Rochelle High School, which I eventually attended 
after going to Mayflower Elementary School that 
does not exist anymore. But of course, some of The 
Westchester Guardian’s readers will remember it”, he 
says.   

Like many filmmakers, Rick’s interest in cin-
ema started early when he was a child. “Initially 
when I was nine-years-old, I wanted to be a special 
effects master. My hero was Ray Harryhausen, the 

master of stop-motion animation who used realistic 
miniature models in classic films like The 7th Voyage 
of Sinbad, and Jason and the Argonauts that featured 
a famous sword fight against seven skeleton war-
riors. I remember that my father brought me two 
things that fortified that love; a magazine where 
Harryhausen was explaining the secrets of his craft 
and a super 8mm camera that I used to realize my 
own films featuring battles of clay dinosaur”, he re-
members. 

However, when he became an adolescent, his 
taste changed once he saw a public library screen-
ing of Orson Wells’ classic Citizen Kane. “It had a 
great impact on me especially at that time, when I 
was questioning many things: like our values and 
norms. My father had just died from cancer and I 
was like, what’s life all about? I was lucky because, 
in a metropolitan city like New york, channels like 
WNET-Channel 13, and many revival houses 
across the city were screening films  as they should 
be seen: on a big screen and in their original format. 
I was exposed to non-American classics like Jean 
Cocteau’s Beauty and the Beast, Federico Fellini’s 
La Strada, Ingmar Bergman’s The Seventh Seal, 
and most of all François Truffaut’s The 400 Blows, 
which was about an adolescent who comes across 
the hard truths about his mother and his surround-

Rick Segreda in Quito, Ecuador today. Citizen Kane changed Rick Segreda’s views about 
cinema.

The World According to Film, Part 1

Rick Segreda (1st row from above) in Miss Taylor’s 
4th Grade Class at Mayflower.
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ings. I was so surprised by the artistry 
of those films, to the point that they 
eventually became for me, a means to 
explore life during that transitional pe-
riod. I remember becoming the only 
adolescent in my high school who 
cared about Ernst Lubitsch, director of 
the Greta Garbo’s classic, Ninotchka”, 
said Rick who started to pull out books 
that spoke about cinema as a serious art 
form. 

“There was particular writer above 
all that captured my attention: Andrew 
Sarris, the American film critic for 
New york’s weekly newspaper, Village 
Voice, and the Film Professor at Co-
lombia university. Sarris brought many 
auteurs’ theories, especially from Truf-
faut’s writings about studying films not 
only for stories but also for their mise-
en-scène and their visual aspects. He also 
fascinated me by his own writings and 

how he did not separate art from en-
tertainment while reviewing a film like 
The Birds by director Alfred Hitchcock.  
I discovered how Hitchcock, like many 
other American filmmakers of classic 
Westerns for instance, had lot of things 
to say while providing thrilling stories. 
For instance, in the book Hitchcock/
Truffaut in which Truffaut interviewed 
Hitchcock, The Master of Suspense 
revealed how he was influenced by the 
Russian Fyodor Dostoyevsky who ex-
plored the human shadow and the thin 
line between guilt and innocence”.  

Segreda went on to receive a de-
gree in Radio and TV production at 
a two-year community college, then 
joined Manhattan College to study 
English literature, but switched to Re-
ligion because he was going through a 
personal crisis. “I wanted to understand 
the meaning of life and I thought reli-
gion would provide more answers. This 
gave me some historical insights about 

the theology that shaped Western cul-
ture and the difference between the 
intellectual grasp of life and the experi-
ential grasp of life”, he explained. 

After graduating in 1988, Rick did 
not want to stay in New york and de-
cided to see more of the world. “So I 

started by the West Coast. I had semi-
intentions to continue major film stud-
ies in one of California’s universities but 
once I arrived there, I fell in love with 
the beach and decided to forget about 
the stress I went through during my 
college years in my quest for answers 

to life”. 
Rick did not even try to pursue 

a career in film because he developed 
this fear of failing in the presence of 
competitive rivals. “The way my old 
New york classmates who ventured 
in TV or cinema talked about their 
achievement made me feel very small. 
For years, I worked in secondary jobs: 
social services, hotel, and housing for 
people with psychiatric disabilities, do-
ing anything but that related to film in 
order to pay my bills. I was fired from 
jobs because of my lack of focus and my 
personal unhappiness. The people who 
finally hired me were owners of fish 
factories in the State of Washington. I 
found myself alongside mostly illegal 
immigrants tearing the intestines of 
hundreds of dead fish, day by day for 
minimal wage”, he recalled. 
Read Part 2 in the next edition.   
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 

Ray Harryhausen (now 92) is Rick Segreda’s original hero.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

The World According to Film, Part 1
Continued from page 5

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ALBANy, Ny -- Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo announced on March 8, 
2013, that a $1.5 billion TIFIA loan 
for the bridge project to replace the 
Tappan Zee will move to next stage of 
the u.S. Department of Transportation 
loan process. This financing will lower 
tolls on the bridge below all prior pro-
jections, though the state continues to 
seek additional financial support for the 
project.

“This is another important step 
forward for the new Ny bridge project, 
one that will help keep tolls affordable 
for motorists,” said Governor Andrew 
Cuomo. “Today’s action is also ampli-
fied by the fact that under design build 

the selected bridge plan came in $1 bil-
lion under the expected price, maximiz-
ing the impact of this major financial 
support.”

In addition to the potential fund-
ing from this TIFIA loan, New york 
State continues to seek additional fi-
nancial support to reduce costs from 
federal, state and local sources and will 
be using the Toll Task Force to identify 
alternative financing sources and keep 
tolls low.

u.S. DOT will conduct a credit 
review of the project prior to finalizing 
the TIFIA loan. As part of the next 
step of the TIFIA process, New york 
State is required by u.S. DOT to pay 
$100,000 for financial advisors to re-
view the project.

The Governor previously directed 
the State Thruway Authority to form 
a Toll Task Force to find alternatives, 
revenue generators and cost reduc-
tions that reduce the potential toll in-
creases. The Task Force will examine a 

series of options to keep tolls low once 
the final financing on the project has 
been established including expanding 
discount programs, seeking financial 
mechanism that lower the cost of credit 
and borrowing, 

and ensuring that any increase in tolls 
on the bridge goes solely to the bridge 
and regional transportation.

The new New york Bridge project 
is the largest transportation design-

build project to date in the united 
States and one of the largest construc-
tion contracts in New york State his-
tory. under the design-build process, 
engineering and construction firms join 
forces to compete for a single contract 
that covers both design and construc-
tion, and bids are selected based on the 
best value offered. Through this process, 
the final selected proposal from the 
Tappan Zee Constructers offered the 
lowest cost and the shortest construc-
tion timeline to complete the new New 
york Bridge project.

Over the last decade, there were 
430 public meetings, 150 concepts 
and $88 million spent on figuring out 
how to replace the Tappan Zee Bridge 
without any substantial progress made 
on building a new bridge. In just the 
last year under Governor Cuomo, the 
bridge project received federal approval 
of the environmental impact statement, 
reached a project labor agreement, and 
reviewed and selected a contractor for 
the new bridge. Construction on the 
bridge is now expected to begin in the 
next few months.

The new New york Bridge to 
replace the Tappan Zee will include 
eight general traffic lanes plus emer-
gency lanes and extra-wide shoulders 
for immediate express bus service 
when opened and will be transit-ready 
for all modes including bus rapid tran-
sit, light rail or commuter rail.

Governor Cuomo Announces $1.5 Billion TIFIA Federal Loan for Tappan Zee Project

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo (R), with advisor Brian Conybeare, standing 
in front of a model of the new design. (Image courtesy of @NYGovCuomo)

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
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EDUCATION

ARSDLEy, Ny -- A reminder that 
the Ardsley Board of Education is 
hosting two more community budget 
workshop meetings on Tuesday eve-
ning March 12th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Ardsley Middle School auditorium 
and on Tuesday evening March 19th at 

7:00 p.m. at the Ardsley High School 
auditorium. The Board encourages all 
community members to come to these 
workshops to engage in discussions 
about the 2013-2014 school budget. 
The Board is looking for your feedback 
and input. 

Special Message from the 
Ardsley School District By RICH MONETTI

State testing in Somers 
has its student body 
consistently in “good 
standing” and on par 
with other school dis-

tricts of equal size and demograph-
ics. Of course, that doesn’t exempt the 
district from all the excessive resources 
and angst devoted to this mandate. 
Nonetheless, Somers is doing more 
than simply standing by and making 
the best of the much maligned system, 
according to Matt Carr, Human Re-
sources Student Services Manager of 
the Somers School District .

The Somers School District has 
resolved to be extremely discerning in 
selecting and evaluating the most rel-
evant data to student success. Devoting 
a great deal of time and resources to 
pinpointing the appropriate data, Mr 
Carr advised, “We hope to then put all 
our efforts in the right place so we can 
deliver instruction in the best possible 
manner for students.”

Additionally, the process has been 

preempted by a good deal of pre-assess-
ment to distill a baseline level of data to 
further improve the desired outcomes. 
“What good is testing if you don’t have 
anything to compare it to,” noted Carr.

That said, Somers is saddled with a 
teacher retirement system that has seen 
an increase in expenditure of 37% this 

year, while the tax cap has created a new 
challenge of its own. In the midst of the 
budget process, Mr Carr said, “We’re 
making adjustments and making sure 
we’re complying with the governor’s 
mandated tax limit.”

Encompassed within that para-
digm, are the mandates required with 
regard to special education. “We make 
decisions on special ed that are both 
fiscally sound and are a right fit so stu-
dents will succeed in the environment 
that’s chosen,” said Carr.

Somers has also taken great strides 
in making sure the opportunities are 
available for students who wish to 
extend beyond the New york State 
requirements. Disciplines in science, 
technology, engineering and math ini-
tiatives stands out most prominently. 
Somers is at the cusp of incorporating 
robotics and electronics into their cur-
riculum. Mr Carr said, “Students will 
gain college credits through Rochester 
Institute of Technology.”

But Somers aims to keep the 21st 

Somers Student Services Manager Matthew Carr Discusses 
the State of the Somers School District

Student Services Manager Matthew 
Carr.

Continued on page 8

http://www.citycarting.net
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
The Washington Post 
recently announced 
it will replace its om-
budsman position with 
that of a “reader repre-
sentative.” I liked things 

better when the ombudsman was the 
reader’s representative.

What sounds like just a change in 
title, substituting a more readily recog-
nized job description for an obscure bit 
of jargon, is really something more. It 
is a mark of how the commitment of 
American newsrooms to impartial re-
porting is fading.

The rise of the news ombuds-
men coincided with the golden age of 
American newspaper journalism in the 
1970s. The very first American news-
paper ombudsman appeared in the late 
‘60s, and subsequently gained traction 
in newspapers nationwide. While the 

number of newspapers in major cities 
dropped during this period, in most 
cases down to only one, we did not yet 
have 24-hour news coverage or the In-
ternet. Evening news on television was 
limited to 30 minutes (more like 22 
once commercial breaks were factored 
in). Thus, newspapers were the primary 
news source for Americans.

At the same time, newspapers 
were under rhetorical attack – notably 
from President Richard Nixon and his 
vice president, Spiro Agnew. Agnew 
led the charge in accusing the media 
of bias, both generally and specifically 
in the case of the Vietnam War. In the 
face of these accusations, and in the 
newly restructured landscape of news-
paper coverage, journalists committed 
themselves to fairness and lack of de-
monstrable bias. When large cities had 
multiple newspapers, their respective 
slants had tended to cancel one another 

out; when a city relied on one newspa-
per, the papers had greater motivation 
to promise independence, objectivity 
and accuracy in order to broaden their 
readership.

The Washington Post was one of 
the early pioneers of the idea of a news 
ombudsman as a way to give readers 
an independent advocate in the news-
room. In general terms, an ombudsman 
is an independent agent who receives 
and investigates complaints, generally 
from the members of the public against 
a government agency or private orga-
nization. For journalists, the ombuds-
man became a crucial liaison between 
a newspaper’s staff and its readers. An 
ombudsman did not aspire to become 
the paper’s editor-in-chief. He (or later 
she) was unlikely to one day become 
the boss of the reporters whose work he 
critiqued. The ombudsman could speak 
up if he felt the newspaper failed to live 

up to its own standards without fear of 
professional repercussion.

The concept of the news ombuds-
man became especially popular in 
metropolitan environments like Wash-
ington, D.C. and New york City, but 
it eventually spread widely throughout 
the country. Today, enough individuals 
hold the position to merit an organiza-
tion.

But today’s journalism is quite 
different from that of the ‘70s. Ac-
curacy is still important. Most news 
organizations are forthright about pub-
lishing corrections for demonstrably 
false statements in news columns, even 
when the errors are insignificant or 
harmless. Online copy is regularly cor-
rected, and reputable organizations flag 
the corrections to draw readers’ atten-
tion. The ombudsman as a fact-checker 
has been made, to an extent, redundant 
by technological advances and industry 

practice.
But what about the ombudsman 

as an arbiter of fairness? Increasingly, 
readers turn to news outlets that rein-
force their own biases and preferences, 
in both the topics they cover and the 
ways they cover them. An ombudsman 
today who wants to take on the topic of 
fairness would have to challenge some 
of the basic philosophies of his or her 
own news organization, getting at core 
questions such as “What is news?” and 
“How do you report a story?”

Take, for example, The Washing-
ton Post’s coverage of Mitt Romney’s 
high school pranks, including the 
forced haircut he and his friends gave 
to classmate who, The Washington Post 
reported, recalled being “terrified” by 
the incident. The paper’s ombudsman 
largely endorsed the reporter’s ap-
proach to the story, which ran at rough-
ly the same time that President Obama 
publicly endorsed gay marriage. In the 
story, the classmate in question, who 
had long, bleached blond hair, was de-

Continued on page 9

Century within the school day, too. The 
district hopes to put professional learn-
ing devices like iPads and Notebooks in 
the hands all students and already has 
a pilot program doing just that with a 
number of middle schoolers. “We are 
looking to infuse technology into the 
curriculum as much as possible,” shared 
Carr.

Of course, today can easily have 
kids a step ahead in that regard, and it’s 

the teachers who need to keep up. Ei-
ther way, Mr Carr noted, “Our teachers 
are the consummate professionals. They 
are always looking for professional de-
velopment and ways in which to utilize 
all these devices.”

Somers science teacher Brian 
Hujick exemplifies this technologi-
cal devotion in writing the grant that 
brought solar panel technology to the 
high school. “His students do use the 
real life example with direct access to 
the onsite equipment,” stressed Carr.

Finally, school security has moved 
to the forefront of every district’s 
agenda and Somers is obviously among 
them. The district will employ one un-
armed school resource officer to each 
of their  two campuses. Mr Carr said, 
“We’re hoping for each officer to re-
ally become a part of the community 
within the schools and their roles will 
expand as time progresses.”

The Somers School District is 
cognizant that some students may 
not feel comfortable disclosing threats 

without some veil of anonymity;  they 
will have access to a hotline service 
where potential threats can be con-
veyed confidentially.  Once expressed, 
the school resource officer will proceed 
with an investigation.

The district is engaged in moni-
toring the myriad social media sites 
on the Internet in order to learn of the 
exasperation expressed,  and to respond 
with facts that may go to mitigate the 
concerns expressed. One such prob-
lematic discussion emerged at the be-

ginning of this school year. It was with 
regard to threat expressed by a former 
student. “The state police intervened 
directly and the individual was in cus-
tody before the next school day even 
started,” Mr Carr said.

Somers is in good standing in its 
pursuit of delivering education excel-
lence and opportunity to its student 
population. Mr Carr expresses Somers 
School Districts’ initiatives, measures 
and counter measures that are the by-
product of their due diligent focus.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

Somers Student Services Manager Matthew Carr Discusses the State of the Somers School District
Continued from page 7
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WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

By EVAN S. LEVINE, MD
Starting March 16, 
2013, consumers in 
New york City will 
be unable to purchase 
sugar-saturated drinks 

weighing more than 16 ounces. The 
idea for this law, as Mayor Bloomberg 
suggests, was considered after he no-
ticed the significant increase in obesity, 
not only in New york City, but in the 
entire country. And to me it makes 
sense, especially since we cannot con-
trol the runaway cost of healthcare that 
seems partially fueled by all the illnesses 
attributed to obesity.

But I have been suggesting for 

years, if we wish to reduce deaths and 
morbidity related to obesity, we must 
restrict what our poor population eat, 
since they seem to be eating the most 
unhealthful of foods. I recently stood 
behind a woman, who likely weighed 
more than 300 pounds, and watched as 
she paid for her ice cream, regular milk, 
whipped cream, and bacon with food 
stamps; actually, with an Electronic 
Benefit Transfer (EBT) card. And at 
that time I realized that unlike other 
countries around the world, where peo-
ple who live in poverty are thin, or lack 
reasonable amount of calories in their 
meals, the poor in the united States 
seem to be more often fat. My review of 
some data from the 2010 census notes 

that people who live in poverty in the 
united States are 145% more likely to 
be obese than those who do not.

While I agree we should not allow 
anyone in our country to go hungry I 
wonder why we allow the hungry to 
purchase lard, or bacon, or any food that 
is full of fat or fructose and bad for their 
health with Food Stamps. If Mayor 
Bloomberg can ban big sodas in res-
taurants to paying customers, why can’t 
we allow the poor to use their Food 
Stamps to purchase only quality food 
products? Why can’t we create a system 
where someone purchasing products 
with Food Stamps can only do so for 
nutritious foods? If someone wishes to 
purchase some lard or ice cream then 
they can buy it with their own money, 
not the taxpayers.

What many don’t realize is that 

there is another side to this story. Hos-
pitals are making billions performing 
weight loss surgery, known as bariatric 
surgery, on the poor who got obese 
from eating foods purchased with Food 
Stamps. In other words we are fatten-
ing up our poor, making them ill, and 
then putting them through a surgical 
procedure, also paid with our taxpayer 
dollars, to make them thin again.

Sure there might be ways to cheat 
the system but the goal would be to 
reduce purchases of unhealthful foods 
to an acceptable level. And the terrible 
consequence for this would be the de-
cline in obesity and all its associated 
diseases that include diabetes, heart dis-
ease, and early death. The horrible result 
would be to save billions of dollars in 
healthcare costs and millions of lives.

With our current technology, and 

the mandatory participation of the food 
industry, each food outside of fresh pro-
duce, could be assigned a label, in much 
the way we label things today as organ-
ic, or kosher or dairy, that would allow 
the consumer to see if it is approved for 
purchase with food stamps. A simple 
bar code, when scanned, would allow, 
or not allow, the patron’s EBT card to 
be debited that amount.

I know that some will consider 
this a big brother, big government, in-
tervention and that this could create 
some odd alliance between the ACLu 
(American Civil Liberties union) and 
the makers of Häagen-Dazs, but that is 
the risk we should be willing to accept.
Dr. Evan S. Levine is a cardiologist. He 
is also the author of the book “What Your 
Doctor Won’t (or can’t) Tell You”. He lives 
in Connecticut with his wife and children.

ACLU and Häagen-Dazs Unite
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scribed as having been bullied for his 
“nonconformity and presumed homo-
sexuality.” This poses the question: Pre-
sumed by whom?

Then, as now, being different was 
enough to get a high schooler bullied 
by his or her classmates all on its own. 
There was no such thing as an openly 
gay high schooler in 1965. Whatever 
the relevance of Romney’s high school 
behavior towards his classmate, noth-
ing in the story supported the idea that 
his actions demonstrated an anti-gay 
bias. That bias may have existed, but it 
also existed across America in 1965.

The story read as if it had been 
inspired directly by Obama campaign 
staff members. I don’t know that is 

what happened, but it does not seem 
far-fetched. Reporters take news tips 
wherever they can get them. But is 
it fair to readers to base a news story 
on events a half-century old without 
disclosing that the initial research was 
performed by the staff of the subject’s 
political opponent? In evaluating The 
Post’s coverage, its ombudsman should 
have articulated why the story was 
news and addressed whether it was 
stimulated by a rival campaign’s oppo-
sition research.

Another example comes from 
a more recent story in The New York 
Times. The article reported that cor-
porations are earning strong profits 
but are not adding workers in the 
united States due to greater domestic 

productivity and expansion overseas. 
The article also noted that the federal 
budget sequester will probably cause 
layoffs at certain companies, especially 
in defense-related industries.

I have written previously about the 
ways in which American tax law pun-
ishes businesses that earn profits abroad 
and then seek to bring the money back 
to this country, either for reinvestment 
or to pay shareholders as dividends. The 
New York Times reporter did not talk 
to executives at companies like Apple, 
which generate mountains of cash that 
are now effectively locked up overseas. 
yet an ombudsman (or the Times’ 
equivalent, a public editor) will rarely 
challenge a story like this over the edi-
torial decisions about which angles are 
to be presented and which are left out.

Regular readers can conclude that 
both The New York Times and, to a lesser 

extent, The Washington Post, carry news 
columns that regularly reflect the po-
litical and social views of their respec-
tive staffs, and that the papers do not 
always fully explore other viewpoints. 
The presence or absence of an ombuds-
man evidently does not make a big dif-
ference, at present. Nor are these two 
news outlets alone.

The organizations we can trust to 
be fair in their news coverage are those 
that are committed to fairness, whether 
or not they employ ombudsmen.

So while I’m sorry to see the Wash-
ington Post’s ombudsman position go, 
I am sorrier that the philosophy of 
journalism’s golden age – that, beyond 
simple accuracy, news should present 
all significant sides of an issue – is suc-
cumbing more often to a more ideo-
logically biased perspective. We look to 
journalists to inform and educate us, a 

process that is not most efficient when 
they tell us only the things they believe 
and those which we like to hear.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has pro-
vided personal financial and tax coun-
seling to a sophisticated client base since 
1986. After six years with Arthur An-
dersen, where he was a senior manager for 
personal financial planning and family 
wealth planning, he founded his own firm 
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which 
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

A Vanishing Emblem of Newspapers’ Golden Age
Continued from page 8

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Once you finish read-
ing this column, you 
will never need to read 
another article about 
how to manage your 

retirement nest egg.
This is going to be an honest dis-

cussion about what we can control and 
what we can’t. We are going to dispense 
with wishful thinking. We are going 
to ignore historical results. We are go-

ing to eliminate the word “guaranteed” 
from our vocabulary, and we are going 
to use the word “promised” in its place. 
Then we are going to remind ourselves 
that promises can be broken.

The impetus for this commentary 

is an article that ran in The Wall Street 
Journal earlier this week. Headlined 
“Say Goodbye To the 4% Rule,” it not-
ed that a rule of thumb that was popu-
lar in recent years (though never with 
me) has fallen into disfavor. That idea 
was that if you kept 60 percent of your 
retirement kitty invested in stocks and 
40 percent in bonds, you could with-
draw 4 percent of your portfolio’s initial 

value in the first year and the same – 
plus an inflation adjustment – in sub-
sequent years, without ever running out 
of money.

There are several problems with 
this approach, but the one the article 
described as the deal-breaker is the 
risk of a deep and prolonged down-
turn in the stock market shortly after 

The Last Word On Retirement Planning

Continued on page 10
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withdrawals begin. Because the distri-
butions are based on the portfolio’s pre-
crash value, the first withdrawals take 
out more money than the portfolio can 
later recover.

The Journal’s article offered three 
alternative approaches. I dislike all of 
them, in varying degrees.

The first, buying an annuity, is the 
worst. Annuities, sold by insurance 
companies, are usually expensive to buy 
and expensive to hold because of vari-
ous layers of fees. They substitute the 
insurer’s investment results for yours, 
which may or may not be a good trade. 
If the insurer promises more than its 
long-term investment results can de-
liver, you have to count on the company 
to make up the difference from its own 
assets – for you and many other cus-
tomers. Buying an annuity today also 
means, in many cases, locking in today’s 
record-low interest rates for the rest of 
your life. I don’t see why anyone would 
want to do that.

Insurers have developed all sorts 
of spin to try to counter these ba-
sic facts. I am not buying any of it, 
and I’m not buying annuities, either. 

The second idea is to vary your an-
nual portfolio withdrawals according to 

changes in your investments’ value, and 
according to your remaining life ex-
pectancy as set out in tables published 
by the Internal Revenue Service. This 
idea will work pretty well for people in 
their 60s and 70s, who have a decade 
or two of remaining life expectancy and 
whose annual withdrawals, in percent-
age terms, will be modest. It will work 
much less well for people in their late 
80s and 90s, when life expectancy drops 
into the single digits and the withdraw-
al rate, in turn, would rise to the double 
digits.

The third approach is a stock 
analyst’s technique of pegging your 
withdrawal rate to the stock market’s 
reported price-to-earnings ratio. Only 
an investment analyst would even think 
of trying to implement this approach, 
so I am not going to address it further, 
except to say that it seems to pay more 
attention to the theory of what your 
stocks ought to be worth than to the 
reality of what they actually are worth.

All of these strategies are supposed 
to guarantee that you will not outlive 
your money.

That’s a useless guarantee – and 
to prove it, I am going to promise that 
if you follow the simple strategy I am 
about to give you, you will never outlive 
your money. But you still may not be 
happy with the results.

Here is my strategy: At the start 
of every year, take out 4 percent of your 
portfolio for that year’s spending. Or 
take 5 percent. Or 6 percent. Or 10 
percent, if you want.

The next year, when you take out 
the same percentage, your portfolio will 
have either shrunk or grown, so your 
withdrawal will either shrink or grow, 
too. Obviously, the higher the percent-
age you take out, the more likely it be-
comes that your portfolio will shrink 
rather than grow, so your annual dis-
tributions will tend to shrink over time. 
But because you are only taking out a 
fixed percentage every year, your port-
folio cannot fall all the way to zero.

If you choose a small percentage, 
your portfolio might gain value over 
time, allowing your annual distribu-
tions to increase. This is the way to go if 
you like to have a big financial cushion 
or if you are simply into deferred grati-
fication. On the other hand, if you want 
to have your cake right now and don’t 
worry about facing a bare cupboard 
later, take a big percentage. It’s your 
choice.

A lot of people will dismiss my 
method immediately. It does not guar-
antee – or promise – that the amount 
you can spend every year will keep 
up with inflation. It does not promise 
that your withdrawals will be enough 
to support you in reasonable comfort 
forever. It does not promise that if you 

need extensive care in your later years, 
you will have the money to pay for it.

I do not promise these things be-
cause I don’t like to promise things I 
cannot necessarily deliver.

If you are entering retirement, 
there are only a few things you can 
control. you can control how much you 
spend; you can control how much you 
earn (if you are healthy enough to work 
during your “retirement”); and you can 
control how you invest your savings. 
If you put all your savings in the bank 
at today’s near-zero interest rates, you 
won’t suffer any losses if the stock mar-
ket turns downward, but you will have 
no chance whatsoever to grow your in-
vestments and keep up with inflation. 
If you put everything in the stock mar-
ket, you will have growth opportunities 
over the long term, but you will see a 
lot of short-term fluctuations in value 
(and thus in your annual distributions). 
you had best be prepared to stay in the 
stock market through any downturns, 
or you will suffer the fate of your neigh-
bors who cashed in their 401(k) plans 
during the crash a few years ago, which 
locked in their losses and prevented 
them from subsequently recovering 
along with the market.

you cannot control what the stock 
market will do in the future. you can-
not control inflation. you cannot con-
trol how long you will live. you cannot 
control how much medical or custodial 

care you will need. There is no financial 
strategy or product that can give you 
control over these things, which no-
body else can control either.

Our best chance of having a fi-
nancially secure and comfortable retire-
ment is to keep spending under control 
(downsize sooner rather than later) 
and to invest with an eye toward long-
term growth. If you have a reasonably 
strong stomach for withstanding stock 
market fluctuations, I think the logical 
approach is to have anywhere from 50 
percent or 80 percent of retirement as-
sets in stocks. This is as true for some-
one at age 80 as at 60.

We all want our old-age secu-
rity guaranteed, but life does not offer 
guarantees. It only offers promises, and 
promises are not always worth much.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has pro-
vided personal financial and tax coun-
seling to a sophisticated client base since 
1986. After six years with Arthur An-
dersen, where he was a senior manager for 
personal financial planning and family 
wealth planning, he founded his own firm 
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which 
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

The Last Word On Retirement Planning
CURRENT COMMENTARY

“Lonely & Blue: The Deepest Soul of 
Otis Redding” is a brand new compilation 
of Redding’s recordings that have never 
appeared on a single album prior. It’s a 
very hip conceptual project that focuses 
on (as the title implies) that are mostly 
ballads.  Well known hits like “I’ve Benn 
Loving you Too Long,” and “These Arms 
of Mine,” appear, but this CD also offers 
below the radar titles. The story goes that 
compilation producer David Gorman 
wanted to bring together titles that were 
intended for late-night listening, and not 
to create yet another batch of Redding 
hits. There’s even an alternate rendition of 
“I’ve Got Dreams To Remember” where 
(Rougher Dreams are added to the title.)  
According to Gorman; “the lyrics are 
darker and tell a more personal story than 

the better-known hit version.”
Otis’ voice and sparkling guitar lick 

(sounds like Cropper,) jumps out on the 
beginning notes of “(I Love you) More 
Than you Can Say,” is mildly overpro-
duced with strings, but when the Stax 
horns kick-in you’ll forget the violins, 
and focus more on the deep and soulful 
renderings of Redding. But ballad after 
ballad ensures, “Gone Again,” “Free Me,” 
“Open the Door,” and “A Waste of Time,” 
sound too similar in succession, and wore 
on me. The mood changes (a bit) on clas-
sics like “These Arms of Mine,” and the 
stop – stuttering and gorgeous “I’ve Been 
Loving you Too Long,” remain forever 
breathtaking. There’s also an interesting 
Redding-Cropper tune “Little Ol’ Me” 
it’s sweet and displays some slick bluesy 

guitar licks too.
The aforementioned “I’ve Got 

Dreams to Remember (Rougher 
Dreams,)” definitely adds new lyrics, 
the B3 is clearer here and more emotive 
adding additional drama; it’s also mildly 
rearranged from the original. “Send Me 
Some Lovin’” is also another welcome 
ballad that I don’t recall from any previ-
ous Redding recordings. The closing “My 
Lover’s Prayer” (by Redding) fittingly 
concludes “Lonely & Blue” on another 
somber note, yet the familiar Stax sounds 
and horns make this a delight. Needless 
to say Redding delivers his vocals mov-
ingly and memorably.

Add to the mix that the pack-
aging was intentionally designed by 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Otis Redding “Lonely & Blue”
“A new twist concept release from the great Otis Redding” Rating: 7

Continued from page 9
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By JOHN SIMON
There are two things 
wrong with the current 
musical version of Cin-
derella. One goes back 
far, and concerns the 

renowned glass slipper, which is non-
sense. Even in a fairy tale, no one could 

traipse around in glass slippers without 
serious damage to both foot and foot-
wear. What Charles Perrault wrote in 
his famous fairy story is “une paire de 
pantoufles de vair.” Now vair, in both 
French and English, is the squirrel fur 
used to embellish medieval garments 
and accessories. But the hapless origi-
nal translator into English had no idea 

what vair was, and mistook it for verre, 
French for glass. And this howler stuck 
and remains.

So we have now, in Douglas Carter 
Beane’s dreadful libretto, Venetian glass 
slippers. But we also have a whole lot 
of other rubbish with which this un-
talented purveyor of camp (worse 
than squirrel fur) has bedizened the 
sweet Rodgers and Hammerstein TV 
musical of 1957. He has concocted a 
ridiculous subplot about Jean-Michel, 
a liberal agitator hoping to get Prince 
Topher (as Prince Charming is here 
called) to turn his kingdom into a de-
mocracy, rather than the heartless oli-
garchy the prince’s evil aide de camp, 
Sebastian, is turning it into, depriving 
the poor even of their little bit of land.

This Jean-Michel is also the 
swain of the nicer of Cinderella’s two 
stepsisters, Gabrielle, making for a 
sub-subplot. It is all perfectly silly and 
supererogatory, and is, like the entire 
Beane book, full of campy gags that 
generally fizzle, Beane deluding him-
self about being the wit into whom 
benighted reviewers have parlayed him. 
He may even fancy hat his addled ad-

denda are good adult stuff to please the 
parents of the tiara-crowned little girls 
at whom what’s left of the original is 

aimed.
The score, let’s face it, is not top-

notch Rodgers and Hammerstein II, 
not even as augmented by numbers 
cut from other R & H shows, seem-
ingly not without good reason. There is, 
however, elaborate Arthur Rackhamish 
scenery by the gifted Anna Louizos, al-
though so much money was spent on a 
mighty forest and on the stepmother’s 
house both outside and inside, that 
funds must have run out for the palace, 
for which a stairway, a clock and a few 
random bits were all that was afforded.

To be sure the prince himself, as 

 MUSIC

Gorman to look as if Redding ac-
tually did put this album out some 
time ago.  It includes the yellow Volt 
label (inclusive with the lightning 
Volt logo) on the disc, and the card-
board cover looks like it’s been sitting 
around on your LP shelf for over for-
ty years. Even the outer liners (there 
are no interior liners,) were suppos-
edly written in present-tense and are 
credited to a fictitious DJ; go figure?  
But from an audiophile prospective; 
this disc sounds great, and believe it 

or not, there’s no snap, crackle, and 
pops (just having fun here.)  un-
fortunately no musician credits are 
listed, but songwriting credits and 
track times are!

Note: This album will be re-
leased both on CD, and on a blue 
vinyl LP on Stax Records (or is it 
Volt Records?) via the Concord Mu-
sic Group.

The Redding legacy proudly 
continues on, enjoy!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

THE SOUNDS OF BLUE
Continued from page 10

SECURITY

Brewster, Ny -- “The sad reality is that 
19 thugs with box cutters killed 3000 
innocent souls. While I understand the 
need to pinpoint security efforts, if the 
TSA wants to reorganize their policies 
in a way that will streamline procedures 
and enhance efficiency maybe they can 
cease patting down 6 year olds and 90 
year old grandmothers in wheelchairs, 
and instead use Israel based secu-
rity procedures to surgically zero in on 
probable threats. It is absolutely absurd 
that the TSA would allow passengers 

to carry similarly dangerous items, as 
those used on 9-11. Simply stated, this 
rule change will put flight attendants, 
pilots and innocent Americans in im-
mediate danger, and is as asinine a deci-
sion as can be made,” said Senator Greg 
Ball (R,C,I - Patterson) Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Veterans, 
Homeland Security, and Military Af-
fairs.

NYS Senate Homeland Security Committee Chair 
Challenges TSA Rule Change

Stumbles and Tumbles
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Santino Fontana and Laura Osnes.

Kendal Hartse, Shonica Gooden, Linda Mugleston, Stephanie 
Gibson, Ann Harada, Jill Abramovitz, Kirstin Tucker, Kristine 

Bendul and Laura Irion. Laura Osnes, Santino Fontana and cast.

Harriet Harris, Ann Harada, Marla 
Mindelle and Laura Osnes.

Continued on page 12

http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
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Continued on page 13

played by the talented Santino Fon-
tana, is more of a lovable goofball than 
a handsome charmer, which is all right, 
especially as his Cinderella makes up 
for this and everything else. Laura 
Osnes is one of our loveliest actresses, 
whose acting, singing and looks are 
all you could ask for and then some. 
Whether in her humble Cinderella 
getup, or in a couple of ravishing cos-
tumes William Ivey Long has de-
signed for her, you cannot take your 
eyes off, or your heart away from, this 
charmer.

For the other costumes, the de-
signer has produced some suitably 
swirling, multicolored ball gowns, with 
no danger of eclipsing Cinderella’s 
beauties. Rather routine too is much of 
Josh Rhodes’s choreography, except in 
its rousingly acrobatic passages. As the 
stepmother, Harriet Harris is droll in 
her usual overcooked way, and Victoria 
Clark is lovable as both the flying fairy 
godmother and in her disguise as the 
crazy, raggedy Marie. This, incidentally, 
may be the production’s triumph: the 
sudden, spectacular costume changes 
from rags to riches or vice versa, oc-
curring in full view in almost magical 
transmutations.

A nod must also go to Danny 
Troob’s orchestrations and David 
Chase’s arrangements, as well as to 

Mark Brokaw’s generally amiable di-
rection. There is one major false step: 
even for the nasty stepsister, Charlotte, 
Ann Harada is too repellent, although 
she is saddled with some of Beane’s 
more desperate gags. Peter Bartlett’s 
oleaginous Sebastian and Greg Hil-
dreth’s tubby Jean-Michel are no 
charmers either, but Harada has them 
beaten by a country mile.
Cinderella photos by and courtesy of Carol 
Rosegg.
The Broadway Theatre, 1681 Broadway 
at 53rd Street. T: (212) 239.6200.

There are, alas, such creatures as 
critics’ darlings, whose appeal leaves 
me appalled. Such a one is the play-
wright Amy Herzog, whose works 
range from expendable to execrable. 
Firmly ensconced in the latter category 
is her current Belleville. Little of this 
makes an iota of sense, starting with 
situating it in the Paris working-class 
neighborhood of Belleville, where the 
American bourgeois couple of Zack 
and Abby would be unlikely to set foot 
much less settle.

If I tried to list for you everything 
about this debacle that is ludicrous, 
preposterous, foolishly contrived, and 
ultimately melodramatic, I would need 
ten times the space I have, and would 
take up far more of your time that you 
could spend more profitably gazing at 
your navel.

I have no idea what Herzog might 

have been gazing at, perhaps the movie 
The Triplets of Belleville, a cartoon 
feature, but lots more real than this 
woefully excogitated contraption. For 
starters, can you swallow the notion 
that Zack, who unbeknown to Abby 
flunked out of medical school, can 
go off every day pretending to work 
for Doctors Without Borders, with-
out Abby, even crazy mess that she is, 
catching on to the fakery? And how 
does the dimwit Abby get to teach 
yoga (unsuccessfully to be sure) in a 
country where much more qualified 
foreigners have difficulties getting a 
carte de travail?

And what is this about needing a 
visa for France, and forfeiting a reentry 

if you return to the u. S. for the birth 
of your sister’s baby? Also would any 
landlord, even a Senegalese one, put up 
with nonpayment of rent month after 
month? And on what does this couple 
live on, and how have they paid for all 
the furniture, bought not rented, which 
we gather from the seemingly endless 
closing scene wherein the owner cou-
ple laboriously rid themselves of every 
belonging of the Americans.

I suspect that Herzog wanted to 
show off her grasp of French, in which 
much is spoken, rather too well in the 
case of Zack. But there are far greater 
improbabilities here that anyone ca-
pable of a little more thought than the 
gushing reviewers would

disgustedly see through. The act-
ing is not half bad, but not even su-
preme histrionic geniuses could make 
these goings-on credible.

The program, which ostentatiously 
but unsolicitedly records the entire pro-
duction history of this epochal work, 
informs us that a new ending picked by 
Herzog and her director, Anne Kauff-
man, involved “drastically changing the 
end of the play, cutting a stage effect one 
of the actors has been rehearsing for six 
weeks.” Sounds terrific, and makes me 
wonder: couldn’t that spectacular effect 
have been preserved, and the rest of the 
play cut instead?
Belleville photo by and courtesy of Carol 
Rosegg.
 New York Theatre Workshop, 79 East 
4th Street, between Second Avenue and 
the Bowery in the East Village of Man-
hattan, New York, NY 10003. T: (212) 
780.9037.
John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloom-
berg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD 
from Harvard University in Compara-
tive Literature and has taught at MIT, 
Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com

Stumbles and Tumbles

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Maria Dizzia and Greg Keller

Continued from page 11

SHIFTING GEARS

By Roger 
Witherspoon
Those of us who 
grew up during the 
dawn of the space 

age heard a common aphorism from 
parents, teachers and radio disc jockeys: 
“Always shoot for the moon, ‘cause even 
if you miss, you’ll be among the stars.”

It’s a phrase that hadn’t come to 
mind in decades, until I got behind the 
wheel of the Hyundai Santa Fe Sport.  
When the Korean car manufactur-
ers first ventured to America, its rick-
ety, low powered cars were the regular 
butt of jokes on late night television.  
But instead of feeling cowed and leav-
ing, Hyundai decided to shoot for the 
moon. They took aim at the most pop-
ular cars made by Toyota and Lexus, 
and then decided to compete in terms 
of style, quality, and price. 

Their Sonata sedan, while not 

significantly denting the sales of the 
Toyota Camry or Honda Accord, was 
so stylistically stunning that a year-old 
Sonata was worth more than a new 
one. Its sporty Genesis Coup takes off 
faster than a Porsche Panamera and its 
luxury liner, the Equus, comes pretty 
close to a fully stocked Mercedes Benz 
E-class. It is unlikely that folks who can 
casually afford a new Porsche or Benz 
will take a test drive in a Hyundai – 
even if it does mean saving $20,000. 
But the quality, performance, and most 
importantly, the price differential are 
important to many buyers looking to 
move up from the entry level, compact 
car class. 

Which brings us back to the 
Santa Fe. It is definitely not a Lexus 
RX, which is essentially a sports car in 
an SuV shell. But if you aren’t in the 
market for an SuV you can take to the 
drag races, then the Santa Fe is likely to 
earn high marks for style, comfort, and 
price. At $33,000, the Santa Fe costs a 
bit less than fully loaded sedans like the 

The Ambitious Crossover from Korea—Hyundai Santa Fe

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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Camry, Accord or Ford Fusion.
This is a five-passenger, mid-sized 

SuV intended to haul adults in com-
fort or a sizeable amount of cargo. 
Outside, the Santa Fe has the sleek, 
teardrop shape associated with upscale 
SuVs. Its contours are broken by the 
soft, wavy lines that have come to be 
associated with Hyundai styling – a 
blend of delicate Asian tracery and 
the wavy lines in Southern Califor-
nia beach sand. under its long, slop-
ing hood is a 2.0-liter, four-cylinder, 
turbocharged engine producing 264 
horsepower and 269 pound-feet of 
torque. The surprisingly powerful little 
engine won’t take you to races, but it is 
more than enough to keep the Santa 
Fe near the front of the commuting 
pack. 

Hyundai put a lot of thought into 
the interior design of the Santa Fe. 
That’s not surprising since first they 
took aim at the Lexus RX series and 
then sought to replicate the experience 
at a lower price. The dash in the Santa 
Fe is designed in the shape of a reflex 
bow, with distinct, curved compart-
ments for each front occupant and a 
protruding information cluster in the 
middle. The passenger side is wide and 
clean, as if it was the observation chair 
on a boat. The driver’s side has large, 
bulging instrument clusters that are 
easy on the eyes. 

The center section has the CD 
player, satellite radio, climate and 
Bluetooth connections. The test car 
had a four-inch screen which served 
the backup camera. There was no 
navigation system, but Hyundai’s sat-
ellite-based BlueLink system allows 
you to download turn-by-turn direc-
tions which are dictated through the 
car’s sound system as you travel. It is 
similar to the OnStar direction system 
in General Motors cars. But for those 
who like a larger screen and a real map, 
a more traditional navigation system is 
available for about $1,200.

underneath the dash is a small 
storage bin which can hold a pock-
etbook and also houses two power 
outlets the uSB, iPod, and MP3 
ports. The Santa Fe also comes with 
an Apple iPhone which you can pay 
to fully activate, or have it for limited 
use of the company’s BlueLink. The 
phone’s Hyundai app lets you start 
your car, turn on the lights, heat, and 
radio remotely.

In this SuV, both the front and 
rear seats can be heated and are mo-
bile. The front seats are powered with 
adjustable lumbar supports. The rear 
seats are manually operated, but can 
slide forward or back to modify the leg 
room or the cargo area. These can lay 
back for a fairly comfortable nap, and 
are in a three part split.

For those who do not want a 

minivan, Hyundai has a modified ver-
sion of the Santa Fe with three rows of 
seating. That last row is located in the 
cargo area, which is a standard config-
uration for seven-passenger SuVs. It 
provides the ability to haul more peo-
ple in a vehicle which handles like a 
car rather than a truck. With a stretch 
SuV you sacrifice storage capability – 
you can carry a lot of people, or a lot of 
stuff, but not both.

Hyundai’s Santa Fe Sport, on the 
other hand, is a competitive and well 
laid out, crossover SuV. It is not really 
going to threaten Lexus in the mar-
ketplace, but it will give a lot of cross-
overs a run for their money.
--Roger Witherspoon writes Shifting 

Gears at www.RogerWitherspoon.com 

2013 Hyundai Sante Fe 
Sport
MSRP: $33,025
EPA Mileage: 19 MPG City 
24 MPG Highway
Towing Capacity: 3,500 Pounds

Performance /Safety:
2.0-Liter turbocharged, DOHC, 
4-cylinder, aluminum engine produc-
ing 264 horsepower and 269 pound-
feet of torque; 6-speed automatic 
transmission with electronic manual 
mode; All Wheel Drive; 19-inch alloy 
wheels; MacPherson strut, twin-tube 
gas damper front suspension; multi-

link rear suspension with stabilizer 
bar; ventilated front disc brakes; solid 
single piston rear disc brakes; traction 
and stability control; fog lights; backup 
camera; downhill brake control; front, 
driver’s knee, side impact and curtain 
airbags.

Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/Sirius satellite radio; CD 
player; iPod, MP3, uSB ports; Blue-
tooth; Hyundai BlueLink; rearview 
camera with 4.2-inch screen; powered, 
heated, leather front  and rear seats; fold 
flat rear seats with 40/20/40 split;

SHIFTING GEARS

The Ambitious Crossover—Hyundai Santa Fe
Continued from page 12

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
Calm, peaceful, laid-
back. In the movie “Be-
ing There”, Chance, the 

lead character, embodies all of these 
traits. There, in Bonaire, a sense of calm, 
peace and easy-living exists, as well. 
This Caribbean island is 50 miles north 
of Venezuela and 80 miles east of Aru-
ba. Along with Aruba and Curacao, it 
forms the ABC islands of the Dutch 
Antilles. Bonaire’s earliest known in-
habitants were the Caquetio Indians 
who came by canoe from Venezuela in 
about AD 1000. They were apparently 
a very tall people because the Spanish 
name for the island was “las islas de los 
gigantes,” island of the giants.

On a recent visit, no giants, only a 
warm and hospitable people who em-
body the spirit of their land – relaxed 

and easy-going. Bonaire is known for 
its pristine tropical vegetation, beaches 

Bonaire Harbor.

Being There - Bonaire

Continued on page 14
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LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

of white-powder sand, stunning coral 
reefs, and it is consistently recognized 
as the top diving destination in the Ca-
ribbean.

Dive Right In
I was told that diving in Bonaire 

will spoil me for all other dive experi-
ences. So, what’s a newbie diver sup-
posed to do but give it a try. At Great 
Adventures Bonaire, a 5-star dive 
operation, I met Mark, an instructor 
of many years experience, who gave me 
a one-on-one lesson. Before we dove, 
he explained the use of the regulator 
(for breathing), the vest (for buoyancy 
control to descend and ascend) and cal-
culator (gauging time underwater). He 
then strapped a 40-lb. air cylinder to 
my back and fitted me with a wetsuit, 
mask and a pair of fins. Mark explained 
that SCUBA stands for “self-contained, 
underwater, breathing apparatus.” Who 
knew? Now I was good to go.

 We descended to just about 20 
feet and immediately I was transported 
into another world. All trepidation 

disappeared as I lost myself in this un-
derwater fantasy of the most amazing, 
weird, gorgeous creatures ever to be 
seen. There were fat Blue Parrotfish, 
adorable Angelfish, yellow and black 
Rock Beauties and, yikes! a Spotted 
Moray Eel, not to mention exquisite 
coral of all shapes, sizes and colors. Be-
cause of Mark’s calm and confident de-
meanor, my initial foray into the deep 
was all good, start to the finish - about 
90 minutes later.

It Takes a Village
The lovely village of which I speak 

is, of course, Harbour Village Beach 
Club, the exclusive beach-front enclave 
and the island’s most luxurious resort. 
The property consists of clusters of 
Dutch Caribbean-style one and two-
bedroom suites set amid lush tropical 
gardens and bordered by a white sand 
beach and picturesque marina. On site 
is a world-class spa with pampering 
facials, wraps and massages –particu-
larly welcome after a day of diving or 
windsurfing. Entering my room, I was 
delighted to find it decorated in typical 
Colonial Plantation style: dark teak-
wood furniture, tiled floor and roman-
tic netting enclosing the bed. A door 

led to an expansive patio, perfect for do-
ing, well, nothing. Ok, so I dragged my 
Kindle to my lounge chair a few times 
but truth be told, languorously lying su-
pine was my favored pastime. Harbour 
Village was made for this!

 Star Light, Star Bright
One night, a very special treat - the 

staff set up a table for two on the sand 
facing the sea. Tiki torches and candles 
were our only light, save for a brilliant 
starry sky. The sound: just murmured 
conversation and waves gently lapping 
the shore. I’m told that this is a fa-
vored dining spot for the just-married 
and honeymooners. I fit into neither 
category but dining sur la plage suited 
me to a “T.” It was also terrific to ex-
perience inspired cuisine at the resort’s 
open air La Balandra Restaurant. Our 
companion most days was a large green 
iguana who stared intently at us until he 
was thrown a crumb or two. An Amuse 
Bouche, to be sure.

The most fun way to see the island 
is from a “tuk tuk”, an open air electri-
cal vehicle. The Bon Tuk company is 
operated by Bas van den Hee and his 
partner. Bas drove us around in this 
cute cart, stopping frequently so we 

could take pictures while he explained 
what we were seeing. We visited the 
Flamingo Sanctuary, one of the few 
nesting places for Caribbean flamingos 
whose population in spring swells to 
5,000 pretty-in-pink birds. Bas took us 
to the island’s southern tip to see tiny 
hut shelters built in the 1800s for Afri-
can slaves that were brought over by the 
Dutch West Indies Company to work 
the salt flats.

Color it Pink
Picture a body of water that 

morphs from sky blue to navy to emer-
ald green. In Bonaire, yes. But, can you 
believe that here you’ll also find water 
that is pink? In the distance on the 
salt flats… perfectly pink ponds. Bas 
explained that the brine in this water 
encourages the growth of a bacterium 
that turns the ponds a vivid pink color 
– and the small crustaceans that live in 
the brine turn pink as well. As we gazed 
at this sight, trying to believe our eyes, a 
layer of salty foam several inches thick 
formed on the pond and then blew 
across the road, as if from some giant 
washing machine run amuck.

Wild donkeys grazing by the road-
side, pink aviary ambling through the 

flats, Disney-colored tropical fish …
and back at my dream retreat, a ham-
mock gently swaying in the breeze, just 
waiting for me to slip in…Oh yeah, it’s 
easy to catch this peaceful, laid-back 
vibe that is Bonaire. Fingers crossed, it 
will last long after I’m back home.
Images by Michael Sloane, courtesy of Mi-
chael Sloane Travel Photography.

If You Go:
Bonaire Tourist Board 
www.tourismbonaire.com
Harbour Village 
www.HarbourVillage.com 
1-800-424-0004; 1-305-567-9509
Great Adventures Bonaire 
E: reservations@harbourvillage.
com
Bon Tuk 
www.bontuk.com

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
is constantly globe hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; from 
the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty / Fash-
ion Editor she keeps us informed on the ca-
pricious and engaging fashion and beauty 
scene.

Being There - Bonaire

Windsurfing at Jibe City.

Harbour Village Beach Club.

Harbour Village Beach Club.

Slave Huts. Pink Pond. Luncheon guest.

Continued from page 13

http://www.tourismbonaire.com
http://www.HarbourVillage.com
mailto:reservations@harbourvillage.com
mailto:reservations@harbourvillage.com
http://www.bontuk.com
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yONKERS, Ny – State and local 
leaders in the City of yonkers are 
fighting to keep a successful gun 
and gang violence prevention pro-
gram called SNuG fully funded. 
At the Friday, March 8, 2013, 
press conference, Senate Demo-
cratic Conference Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, Senator George 
Latimer, Assemblymembers Shel-
ley Mayer and Gary Pretlow were 
joined by members of the yonkers 
City Council, yonkers Police Com-
missioner Charles Gardner, SNuG 
violence interrupters, local activists 
and members of the clergy to call 
on the State to provide steady fund-
ing for the SNuG Program.

SNuG has successfully helped 
reduce shootings and quell vio-
lence in yonkers and in many cities 
throughout New york State.

The press conference was origi-
nally schedule to take place at the 
corner of Elm Street and Oak Street 
which is the heart of Nodine Hill, 
one of SNuG’s target areas, but was 
moved to the yonkers yMCA due 
to weather. SNuG has been highly 
successful in Nodine Hill. In 2010 - 
the first year of SNuG - there were 
8 shootings in Nodine Hill, but by 
2012, that number dropped to 2.

Citywide, the statistics are also 
dramatic. In 2010, there were 34 
shootings in the City of yonkers. 
In 2011, the number dropped to 
21, and by 2012, there were only 
8 shootings in the City. This was 
a 76% drop from 2010-2012. The 
yonkers Police Department says 
SNuG has been key to reducing 
citywide shootings.

Democratic Conference 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
who initially brought the SNuG 
Program to yonkers, commented, 
“SNuG has been enormously suc-
cessful at reducing shootings in 
yonkers and many other commu-
nities throughout New york. But 
year after year, the future of this 
program is uncertain due to fund-
ing concerns. The SNuG Program 
has saved lives and helped young 
people understand that violence 
is not the answer. It has been and 
will continue to be a great invest-
ment in our communities. SNuG 
was created by the State, and it has 

produced real results, so the State 
should keep it running.”

Senator George Latimer said, 
“The yonkers Police Department 
does an incredible job keeping the 
people of this City safe. Any oppor-
tunity that we have as Legislators 
and representatives of State Gov-
ernment to assist them in doing 
that job is a top priority.”

Assemblywoman Shelley 
Mayer said, “I am pleased to stand 
with my colleagues in calling for 
full state funding for SNuG. It has 
been a tremendously successful pro-
gram in yonkers, helping to reduce 
gun and gang violence. It represents 
the types of investments that help 
us reduce costs over the long term.”

“Due to the hard work of our 
yonkers Police Department and 
community leaders, yonkers has 
seen a double-digit decrease in 
crime in the last year,” said Mayor 
Mike Spano. “The highly successful 
SNuG program, working with our 
police department, has contributed 
to a multi-faceted approach in this 
reduction in gun and gang violence. 
Let’s keep up the momentum – I 
urge our State leaders to recognize 
the value of SNuG and the many 
young lives it has saved and can save 
in the future by continuing their 
support of the program.”

yonkers City Council Presi-
dent Chuck Lesnick remarked, “I 
applaud our state delegation for 
fighting for further aid to properly 
fund SNuG. Quite simply, SNuG 
works and has proven results that 
the program solves crimes, reduces 
gang violence and curbs shootings. 
While we have come a long way 
in crime reduction, yonkers needs 
SNuG along with our Police De-
partment, to continue to make our 
streets safer.”

Councilman Wilson Terrero 
commented, “On behalf of the Sec-
ond Council District, I would like 
to thank Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins for her efforts in fighting 
for additional funding necessary to 
maintain and continue the opera-
tion of the SNuG program here in 
yonkers. As you know, the City of 
yonkers, Mayor Michael Spano, 
the yonkers Police Department, 
local elected officials and I, are de-

termined to mitigate all types of 
violence and protect the safety and 
security of this city’s many diverse 
communities. Gang violence, and 
violence in general, is not a problem 
that we address alone; we must work 
together with the City’s residents, 
businesses, and community and 
faith based leaders to ensure that all 
type of violent behaviors are elimi-
nated as an acceptable social norm. 
This program, and our partnership 
with this program, supplements the 
fine work of our Police Department 
and Mayor Spano in implementing 
successful efforts that have reduced 
crime and violence---and thus has 
made yonkers a safer place for ev-
eryone. It is imperative that this 
program continue.”

Councilman Christopher 
Johnson commented, “SNuG has 
played a vital role in the decrease in 
violent crime in yonkers. Thanks to 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Demo-
cratic Conference Leader, and her 
colleagues this effective program 
was brought to our community. 
Now we are asking for that same 
support to be continued, so the 
trend of non-violence becomes the 
norm.”

Councilman Michael Sabatino 
said, “I urge the Ny State Senate 
and Assembly to approve funds 
towards this successful worthwhile 
program. yonkers is the 113th larg-
est city in the country and one of 
the top ten safest cities. Programs 
like this help our city to maintain 
that high level of safety to our resi-
dents by working with our youth to 
prevent gun violence.”

Police Commissioner Charles 
Gardner commented, “We sup-
port the SNuG program which 
has been an important component 
of our department’s very successful 
& multi-faceted strategy to address 

gun related violence in yonkers.”
Dr. Jim Bostic said, “yonkers 

has made great strides in reducing 
gang violence, and this has been 
a direct result of the work of the 
yonkers Police Department and the 
staff of project SNuG. They have 
been the arms and the legs of the 
City of yonkers’ Violence and Gang 
prevention coalition on the street.”

John Thompson, yonkers 
SNuG Program Manager said, 
“One of the best things to happen 
in yonkers is that it learned how to 
handle many of the challenges of 
the streets. One of these answers 
was project SNuG,”

The SNuG Program – which is 
“guns” spelled backwards – was cre-
ated by the New york State Senate 
in 2009 with a $4 million allocation 
in the State Budget. The funding 
was distributed to targeted cities 
throughout the State, and Senator 
Stewart-Cousins was able to secure 
$250,000 to bring the program to 
the City of yonkers. After a com-
petitive process, the yonkers Family 
yMCA was chosen to administer 

the program.
Since then, despite the pro-

gram’s success, the future of SNuG 
has been a yearly concern due to 
lack of funding. In 2011, when 
SNuG funds had run dry and the 
program was in danger of shutting 
down, the State Division of Crimi-
nal Justice Services came through 
with a $150,000 grant to keep the 
program running for the remainder 
of the year. Recently, the yonkers 
City Council and Mayor Spano al-
located $100,000 to keep SNuG 
running until June of this year. 
State and local officials on Friday 
said this uncertainty is not neces-
sary.

Modeled after the Ceasefire 
Program in Chicago, SNuG is a 
frontline violence prevention ini-
tiative which directly reaches out 
to at-risk youth. SNuG violence 
interrupters are on call every night 
to respond to and intervene in situ-
ations that could result in violence 
or escalate. The SNuG workers in 
yonkers are mostly ex-offenders 
who have turned their lives around 
after serving time.

SNuG programs utilize grass-
roots neighborhood outreach, 
public awareness campaigns and 
community mobilization to engage 
youth. It’s a hands-on, street-level 
approach to prevent violence by 
shifting attitudes, changing ways of 
thinking and interrupting disputes 
before they spiral out of control.

VIOLENCE

Anti-gang and Gun Violence Program Widely Successful in Yonkers
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 
(10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)
Glenn Weissman: 347-353-6128
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GOVERNMENTSection
COURT

By NANCY KING
 “In this business, it 
is very important to 
remember who your 
friends are”. I’m bet-
ting that right now, 

as he prepares for a retrial in June, 
Adam Bradley wonders which one 
of his friends he politically pissed 
off back in early 2010 when he 
was charged, tried and convicted 
on domestic abuse charges. I also 
bet that he doesn’t even realize that 
the above quote comes from West-
chester District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore, who made the decision to 
retry Bradley even after his previous 
conviction was overturned when an 
appellate court ruled that he was 
denied a fair trial by Judge Susan 
Capeci. In its ruling, the appellate 
court determined that denying wit-
ness testimony for Bradley did in-
deed impede his effort to prove his 
innocence.

 The strange case of Adam 
Bradley continues to evoke more 
questions than answers. After this 
week’s court appearance, one has to 

wonder why he is now onto lawyer 
number 4 and what exactly was the 
conflict that drove Amy Bellantoni 
to withdraw from this case. More 
than likely she saw just how grueling 
and enormous preparation for this 
case would be. I’d probably run for 
the hills as well. Nonetheless, Brad-
ley is now being represented by Jim 
Timko, a well-respected criminal 
litigator with a large enough office 
staff to plough through the tombs 
of the Bradley case. As a perennially 
squeezed taxpayer, I’d like to know 
how much this first trial cost me. 
I’m figuring that it must have been 
in the million dollar range and I’m 
sure that Bradley himself more than 
likely has legal bills that are close to 
a million dollars as well. I’m curious 
why I have to pay for a second trial 
of a guy who was “sort of ” convicted 
of a class B misdemeanor. However, 
as I follow this ongoing legal rodeo, 
I come back to Ms. DiFiore’s own 
words… “In this business, it is very 
important to remember who your 
friends are”; and it’s pretty obvi-
ous that she is either trying to jolt 

Adam Bradley’s memory or remind 
him that he may have lost sight of 
just who his friends were supposed 
to be.

 This time around, the DA is 
assigning her second in command, 
Jim McCarty, Chief of Trial Op-
erations, her 1st Deputy DA, and 
the lead investigator in the botched 
up investigation of the DJ Henry 
murder to oversee this trial. Appar-
ently, the DA can no longer count 
on Audrey Stone and Amy Puerto 
to get the job done and put this 
misdemeanor committing criminal 
away for good. This time they need 
a Bureau Chief to oversee their 
performance. Seriously… is Adam 
Bradley worth this sort of time and 
manpower. The DA’s office must 
have done some serious research 
to find out who wouldn’t be a good 
witness and there are at least a half 
a dozen who came forward the day 
after Thanksgiving in 2011 to tell 
this reporter and John Bailey, why 
they weren’t allowed to testify. They 
all wanted to tell the truth but in 
this case, the DA’s office doesn’t ap-

pear to want the absolute truth told. 
They were all good witnesses. This 
time around there will be witnesses 
to testify and there might even be 
those pesky marriage counselor 
notes introduced into the case. If 
you remember, there was much tes-
timony that was denied by Judge 
Capeci the last time around and of 
course a marriage counselor’s notes 
are going to indicate there were 
problems that are found in garden 
variety divorces not exclusive to a 
one way “abusive” relationship.

 So it’s back to the same nag-
ging question as to why Westches-
ter County District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore is so hell bent on convict-
ing this guy. Why do we need the 
Deputy DA James McCarty to 
oversee this waste of taxpayer mon-
ey? He and ADA Audrey Stone 
and ADA Amy Puerto must have 
done a heck of a lot of research after 
the appellate decision to reach for 
some new witnesses who would be 
helpful in their obtaining a convic-
tion of this dangerous misdemean-
or criminal. And since questions 

continue to abound in this case, is 
there no formal reprimand by the 
court for Judge Capeci since it was 
determined in the appellate ruling 
that it was she who steered this 
trial into the realm of the unfair. It 
seems that you can commit what 
sure looks like judicial conduct and 
get away with it here in Westches-
ter County.

The pre-trial hearings for this 
new trial will begin on March 12th 
and jury selection for the new trial 
will commence June 7th. In the 
meantime, the good taxpayers of 
Westchester County will have to 
dig a little deeper into their wallets 
to pay for this new elevated waste 
of money. But as they do so I hope 
they remember that the Westches-
ter District Attorney’s office motto 
isn’t justice for all, it is rather, “In 
this business, it is very important 
to remember who your friends are”. 
I suspect Adam Bradley just never 
got the message that the motto had 
changed.

In this Business, it is Very Important to Remember Who Your Friends Are!

COURT

By Stephen I. Mayo
The City of New Ro-
chelle City Council’s 
Motion to Dismiss 
a lawsuit against its 
residential refuse fee 

was decided this week. Judge James 
Hubert of the Supreme Court of 
the State of New york, County 
of Westchester sitting at White 
Plains, denied the motion in a 
four-page decision. The council has 
three weeks to explain, essentially; 
why “user fees” should be em-
ployed instead of simply utilizing 
general property taxes; increasing 
them above a 2011 statutory limit 
as required to supplement revenues 
from sales taxes, parking tickets and 
assorted permits and fines in order 
to finance necessary city operations.

The question is of consider-
able significance in light of the 2% 
property tax cap legislation adopted 
two years ago by a nearly unanimous 
state legislature and signed into 
law by the governor. The city had 
tripled-up a pre-existing, 10 year-
old fee for refuse pick-up, increas-
ing it to $223 per residence (private 
homes and each individual apart-
ment in a multi-family or high rise, 
included). The council also increased 
the city tax levy by 2%; combining 
the levy and fees, the increase for 
the 2012 budget year approached 
15% in total. For the 2013 budget 
just adopted last December, the city 
council maintained the enhanced fee 
and then increased property taxes in 
general by almost 7% after voting to 
raise the cap as permitted under the 

2011 state legislation.
The lawsuit was filed in the 

form of an Article 78 proceeding, 
which is designed according to 
state statute to allow an ordinary 
citizen to challenge the action of 
a government agency or officer 
for acting unlawfully or beyond its 
jurisdiction. The City of New Ro-
chelle’s motion questioned the form 
and procedure of the action. Judge 
Hubert declined to accept such 
grounds to dismiss the proceeding. 
and concluded that “the petition... 
states a cause of action...”. The re-
spondent city council was given 
three weeks from entry of filing of 
notice of entry of the decision to 
file and serve their answer.

With the city council’s expect-
ed response, residents, taxpayers, 

property owners (both individual 
and multi-family), renters and 
other stakeholders will have the 
opportunity to better understand 
why, as a consequence of the city’s 
budgetary woes they should have 
to endure fees on all sorts of city 
accommodations and services that 
they have long come to expect as a 
proper return on their willing and 
regular payment of ordinary taxes.

If the fee device as presently 
implemented is permitted to con-
tinue, will we, our neighbors and 
friends need to cower in fear of the 
next dreaded residential user fee? 
What form will it take and to what 
other appurtenances of suburban 
living will it be attached next? Traf-
fic lights, stop signs, sewer grates, 
fire hydrants, chimneys, in-ground 

swimming pools and Jacuzzis?
Perhaps the court proceedings 

will shed light on the actual reasons 
for the city’s revenue shortfall, other 
than the usual culprits of loose ad-
ministrative policies, archaic work 
rules/practices and waste. Perhaps 
also, a genuine discussion will ensue 
concerning how local government 
and all the political components 
and elements of the citizenry: Re-
publican, Democrat, Independent 
and unaffiliated; ideologically liber-
al, libertarian and conservative; Af-
rican-American, Caucasian, Asian 
and Spanish-Speaking, might work 
cooperatively and harmoniously to-
gether to start addressing our proud 
city’s operational and budgetary 
difficulties.

NY Supreme Court Nixes New Rochelle’s Motion to Dismiss “Refuse Fee”

Continued on page 17
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Proponents of efficacious and 
efficient government will likely 
cite as the chief problem and start-
ing point of analysis; the gifting by 
successive Democratic city admin-
istrations of excessive tax breaks to 
developers of rental apartments in 
our beleaguered downtown core - 
past recipients including the Ava-
lon group and Cappelli Enterprises 

- possible future recipients includ-
ing Forest City Ratner, which at 
the present moment is seeking a 
new 20-year deal. As advocates of 
fiscal restraint see it, Westchester 
seems to be the home of desperate 
municipal taxing/revenue genera-
tion measures, and New Rochelle 
is its ground zero. Reports of new 
outbreaks of “service fee fever” have 
lately been overheard in nearby 
Port Chester.

Conservatives have been out-
spoken on such issues for a while. 
Maybe it is time that we heard 
from those across the ideological 
spectrum: left-leaning and liberal 
advocates of strong schools and pro-
pitious living standards for all, re-
gardless of income level. They can’t 
be content with the constrained 
school funding and slapdash infra-
structure maintenance, which the 
depletion of New Rochelle’s assess-

able tax base by some $32 million in 
only nine years has caused.

On the strictly political plane, 
Mayor Noam Bramson is seeking 
the Democratic nomination to run 
for the County Executive seat held 
by Republican Rob Astorino. The 
Article 78 proceeding may shed 
light on Bramson’s claim that his 
development planning and practic-
es have halted the city’s slide from 
preeminence as a leading suburb. 
The hearings could also take stock 
of his administration’s devotion to 

an open and democratic exercise of 
republican local government; es-
sentially, assaying the relative trans-
parency or opacity of city hall in its 
support of the extension of gener-
ous, extra-market concessions and 
tax abatements to favored develop-
ers, some of whom have contribut-
ed to campaign funds of numerous 
New Rochelle politicians, including 
himself.
Stephen I. Mayo is an attorney and 
manufacturer based in New Rochelle.

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

COURT

NY Supreme Court Nixes New Rochelle’s Motion to Dismiss “Refuse Fee”

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
On February 14, the 
New york Confer-
ence of Mayors and 
Municipal Officials 

sent municipalities  a doomsday 
missive entitled, “Another Valen-
tine’s Day Massacre for Property 
Taxpayers,” “Local  Governments 

Mandated to Pay a $385 Million 
Increase in Pension Bills.”

To translate, the property tax-
payers pension contribution in 
every New york municipality will 
now be 25.8 percent of payroll for 
police and firefighters, an increase 
of 19 percent compared to the 2012 
rates and a 71 percent increase in 
just three years.

For non-uniformed employ-

ees, 18.9 percent of payroll must 
be dedicated to pensions reflecting 
a 16 percent increase over the 2012 
rates and a whopping 155 percent 
increase from 2010 rates. The above 
increases equate to budget increases 
for every community well above the 
2 percent tax cap.

As these numbers increase, lo-
cal revenues in the form of sales 
and mortgage tax and interest in-

come are flat or declining.
That poses the question, where 

is any/every community going to 
find the funds to cover yet anoth-
er unsustainable increase?

Facing this new mandate in 
an atmosphere of already heav-
ily burdened property taxpayers, 
many communities are looking to 
bring tax-exempt organizations 
into the mix. The question as to who 

should pay for services rendered 
and how much has become the is-
sue du jour at government confer-
ences and symposiums.

In his State of the City ad-
dress, the Mayor of Providence an-
nounced that, “Every city worker, 
every business, every taxpayer and 
every organization – including tax-
exempt institutions – must share 
part of the burden of saving our 
city.”

Private colleges, hospitals, 

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Another Valentine’s Day Massacre for Property Taxpayers

Continued from page 16

Continued on page 18
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By SAM ZHERKA
Former yonkers City 
Councilman Den-
nis Robertson has 
advised some con-
fidantes that he is 

running for yonkers City Council 
President as a Democrat again.

Robertson served one-term 
on the City Council before run-
ning for yonkers Mayor and los-
ing to Amicone in 2007. Dennis 
Robertson’s past conduct, patterns 
of conflicts of interest, and shady 
behind the scenes dealings have 
haunted him for many years, and 
continue to do so.

Robertson, a former conser-
vative Republican, with close ties 
to Republican Liam McLaughlin, 
is an admitted, albeit a recovering 
alcoholic who has been sober for a 
number of years.

During his time on the yon-
kers City Council, Robertson 
supported nearly every bill, ex-
penditure, and budget item asked 
for by former Mayor Philip Ami-
cone.

He is anti-choice and is al-
leged to have very little respect 
for women or their rights.

A former employee who 

worked for Robertson at his 
cleaning business up until 2010, 
and who asked to be kept anony-
mous, accused Robertson of being 
dishonest, and a slave driver who 
has no respect for his workers.

His influence in local poli-
tics as a former yonkers City 
Councilmember has landed him 
a number of jobs and contracts, 
which many have deemed as con-
flicts of interest and described as 
border-line corrupt.

Robertson has been en-
trenched in the yonkers political 
underbelly for many years. He 
was a former business partner of 
yonkers Mayor John Spencer un-
der the company name of  Sky-
scraper Cleaning Services.

Robertson played many dif-
ferent roles throughout his career. 
He served on the Westchester 
County Planning Board. He was 
the Civil Service Commissioner 
for the City of yonkers under 
Spencer, and was a member of the 
yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency (yIDA). He was head of 
the Real Estate Committee when 
he was the Councilman repre-
senting the 3rd District.

Robertson was the Com-

missioner of the Office of Civil 
Service where he peddled his 
influence and garnered contracts 
worth over $250,000  this while 
on the city payroll for his com-
pany Skyscraper Cleaning.

In fact, one of those contracts 
was a no bid contract under for-
mer Mayor Amicone’s Adminis-
tration. Robertson also received 
a consulting contract valued at 
$86,000 to lobby for Cappelli’s 
Minor League Baseball Stadium 
in Chicken Island, located in 
the heart of yonkers downtown. 
He did this with the help of Al 
Pirro, while still a member of the 
yonkers Board of Directors of the 
yonkers IDA, and on the City 
payroll.

Robertson has recently met 
with Westchester County Con-
servative Party Chairman Hugh 
Fox, Jr., to discuss the prospect for 
the Conservative Party endorse-
ment in exchange for jobs and 
contracts; all at the expense of the 
hard working yonkers taxpayers.

The Westchester Guardian con-
tacted Dr. Giulio Cavallo, West-
chester County Independence 
Party Chairman to inquire over 
whether Robertson sought the 

support of the Independence 
Party. The Westchester Guardian 
was told that Robertson does not 
stand a chance in winning the 
support of the Westchester Inde-
pendence Party.

It is no rumor that rank and 
file Democrats and city residents 
are fed up with the antics and 
dirty politics of Dennis Robert-
son. He placed his name in nomi-
nation in his run against Chuck 
Lesnick for yonkers City Council 
President in 2009 only to with-
draw at the Democratic Conven-
tion. The question remains what 
was Robertson offered or paid to 
back out of that race?

In 2011 Robertson once again 

ran for yonkers City Council 
in the 3rd District after getting 
nominated at a yonkers Demo-
cratic City mini-convention and 
once again bowed out of the 
race while his name remained on 
the ballot, creating chaos for the 
Democratic Party by splitting the 
vote, and putting their candidates 
at risk. 

The questions are once again 
being asked, “What backroom 
deal did Robertson cut to force 
him to quit, and how much was he 
paid, if any thing, and by whom?

The alliances, connections, 
and conflicts of interest clearly 
show that Dennis Robertson is 
not fit to run for yonkers City 
Council President or any political 
office.

Dennis Robertson has bilked 
taxpayers of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, has lied to the 
people of yonkers for years, and 
has cut deals behind closed doors 
that benefit no one but himself. 
Its time the people of yonkers 
wake up and smell the coffee and 
stop letting the same old goons 
hijack their very existence, homes, 
futures and their City.

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

churches and most charities are 
exempt from paying taxes in all 
50 states. It is estimated that the 
foregone revenue from this exemp-
tion totals $32 billion annually. In 
our village, 20 percent of the Vil-
lage property values are tax exempt.

Some communities, like my 
home town of Albany, Ny, are 
passing ordinances formally ask-
ing their non-profits to contribute 
to city services. These agreements 
or Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT)  have been used in a very ad 
hoc manner in eight states since 
2000 by 117 municipalities.

As example, in Boston under 
a PILOT, Harvard contributes 
$2 million annually and Boston 
College $300,000. Princeton uni-

versity voluntarily pays $1.2 mil-
lion to the Borough of Princeton 
and  $500,000 to their township. 
However, when the university 
met resistance from the local zon-
ing board when seeking variances 
for their proposed new art cen-
ter, school officials publicly dis-
cussed rethinking their payment 
levels.

Some communities use square 
footage to determine payment while 
others, like Baltimore, base contri-
bution on an organization’s annual 
operating income. Still others just 
depend on the institution’s level 
of generosity. Even proponents of 
these PILOTS concede that they 
need to be much more transparent, 
equitable and predictable.

Other communities tap their 

tax-exempts through the “user fee” 
approach. They carve municipalities 
into “benefit districts” and propor-
tionately charge all entities for the 
services rendered. One of the most 
common is sanitation districts.

The underlying premise is 
the fairness doctrine i.e., the tax-
exempt properties directly ben-
efit from such municipal services 
as lighting, road maintenance, re-
fuse collection, public trees, water 
and waste pipe maintenance, snow 
plowing, street cleaning and drain-
age improvements and should not 
rely on property taxpayers to shoul-
der 100 percent of the attendant 
costs.

unfortunately, the effort to get 
tax-exempt institutions to contrib-
ute more comes at a time when they 

too are feeling the economic pinch 
as their endowments and donations 
shrink while the demand for their 
outreach services escalates.

Historically, tax exemption 
was an acknowledgement of an 
organization’s performing services 
that would otherwise be shouldered 
by the local government and the 
belief that the viability of these ser-
vices would be threatened if the en-
tity was subject to taxation.

In the case of churches, tax 
exemption was a time honored 
safeguard to preserve separation 
of church and state, thus preventing 
governments from using taxation to 
favor one religion over another.

The debate on this topic is 
passionate. Some citizens believe 
the “user fee” structure is the ulti-
mate in fairness while others be-
lieve the aforementioned taxation 

methods violate the time honored 
social compact between govern-
ment and non-profits that is unique 
to our country.

I would argue that this issue 
particularly begs for collaborative 
community conversation. Without 
it, I see ill will and lawsuits sup-
planting increased revenue.

Regardless of where one comes 
out on this issue, New york com-
munities need to collectively 
fund $385 million more in obli-
gations this year with no one to 
shoulder the burden but the local 
property taxpayer.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If 
you have a suggestion or comment, 
consider directing your perspective by 
directing email to mayor@vobny.
com.

Another Valentine’s Day Massacre for Property Taxpayers

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Dennis Robertson – The Double Dipping Flip Flopper

Continued from page 17
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2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

Renovated Apartments For Rent

80 West Grand Street, Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Spacious 
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350/Month
2 Bedroom Apartments $1600/Month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.   
Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets,  Stoves & Refrigerators.

 Credit Check Required: $25 Non-refundable fee
Available Immediately • No Programs Accepted
Call Management Office for more information:

914.632.1230

THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
Tenants in Westchester County 
should get to know Sen. Cathy 
young, a fierce GOP defender 
now in charge of the Senate’s 
Housing Committee.

A Livingston County native, Sen. young 
resides with her husband and three children in 
Olean, Ny. She also owns a con-
dominium in Greenbush, Ny, as 
her own – for travel to Albany.

 young has been illegally re-
ceiving a homestead exemption on 
both properties, say housing advo-
cates. young attributes the exposed 
discrepancy to a clerical error.

After being chastised for the 
double-dip, Rensselaer County 
officials now say young never ap-
plied for the condo exemption, 
but she will repay $4,214.42.

Rensselaer County is the former county of 
convicted ex-Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno.

“Republican loyalty in the county is embed-
ded into the soil in the county,” said a local po-
litico. “They’ll do what they have to do to cover 
things up. Even Democrats in the county have a 
mess going on and bypass on certain corruptions.”

The young tax matter has a stench so far 
reaching, a special prosecutor should investigate 
the matter, say advocates.

Sen. Cathy young purchased the condo near 
Hudson Valley Community College in 2001. Af-
ter a review of records, North Greenbush Town 
Assessor John Harkin said the Basic Star exemp-
tion for the property carried over from the previ-
ous owner, and that the senator and her husband. 
Richard young, never proactively sought the sav-
ings, Harkin said, but he also never actively no-
tified town officials that the condo was not the 
family’s “primary” residence.

Mark Burton, deputy director of the Rens-
selaer County Bureau of Tax Services, said the 
improper exemptions totaled $2,277.18 over the 
last dozen years. He said the young family are also 
subject to a one-percent-per-month late payment 
penalty and a $500 re-filing fee. The total bill is 
$4,214.42.

young chairs the Senate Housing Commit-
tee. Westchester County housing advocate Jason 
Walters called young’s actions “pathetic and con-
sistent with legislators who take a perk here and 
there and try to get away with things.”

Walters is calling for more transparency of 
legislators taxes, and an investigation not con-
nected to partisan relationships young has in the 
county.

According to other advocates, if a similar dual 
claim involving a rent-regulated apartment were 
done, consequences would be more severe.

“Being in charge of influential committees 
like Housing, it keeps people scared of you. What 

does she know about housing anyway? Sh’e lived 
near farms her entire life. We are on the verge of 
losing our apartments, and young, now the Char-
lie Rangel of Albany, gets away with a slap on the 
wrist,” said Walters.

Gov. Cuomo now pushing to legalize mixed 
martial arts in New york:

“It’s making progress, and it’s something 
we’re looking at as a possible source of revenue,” 

Cuomo told reporters at a West-
chester County appearance 
Thursday.

Cuomo had shown little en-
thusiasm for legalizing the sport.

The sport was banned in 
1997.

However, sources close to 
the negotiations indicated that 
Cuomo’s reversal is a tradeoff. It’s 
an item embraced by many Sen-
ate Repulicans who have been the 

recipient of major campaign contributions from 
the industry.

“Give in on a minimum wage increase, and 
you need to get a few items in return,” said the 
high ranking Cuomo aide. “That’s how things get 
done here.”

Cuomo has received $127,800 in contribu-
tions since 2009 from supporters of MMA, re-
cords say.

The Hanky Panky:
Hank Morris, the imprisoned former po-

litical advisor to ex-Comptroller Alan Hevesi, is 
suing the state Parole Board for denying an early 
release, claiming officials did not follow proper 
procedure or taken into account his model behav-
ior as a prisoner.

In the suit, Morris’s lawyers insist that he 
poses no recidivism risk and that parole officials 
did not take into consideration new procedures 
for hearings that took effect in October 2011.

“This is the most humorous lawsuit showing 
how delusional those convicted of raiding taxpay-
ers are,” said Sandy Compton, an attorney and 
fiscal accountability advocate. “The state shouldn’t 
budge or give any special treatment to people who 
scheme their way through the system.

Morris, 57, was denied parole in November 
2012, with the board citing at the time his “inabil-
ity” to understand his state of mind at the time he 
took part in a massive pay-to-play pension fund 
scandal.

Morris, an inmate at Hudson Correctional 
Facility in Columbia County, began his four-year 
prison term in March 2011. Investigators accused 
him of taking more than $19 million.

Hevesi, who resigned in 2006 from the comp-
troller post over an unrelated scandal, was released 
Dec. 12 from Mid-House Correctional Facility.
Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany Correspondent 
column. Direct comments and inquiry to carlgonz1@
gmail.com.

No More STAR for Double-dipping 
Senator Cathy Young
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By PEGGY GODFREY
With so many prom-
ises and possibilities 
about so many initia-
tives it was hard to 
decipher the true state 

of the City of New Rochelle.  May-
or Noam Bramson, on February 28, 
2013, at the Davenport Club, right-
fully praised the many accomplish-
ments of New Rochelle residents, 
particularly the youth.  95% of the 
high school graduates went onto 
“post secondary” education, and the 
schools sent “more grads to the Ivy 
League than any other district in 
Westchester.”  Ray Rice, a gradu-
ate, went to Super bowl fame.  The 
High School football team this year 
won the state championship, and 

the cheerleading squad won the na-
tional championship.  yes, there is a 
lot to be proud of in New Rochelle 
and Mayor Bramson outlined his 
course of action for the future while 
the New Rochelle Police Depart-
ment officers who have not had a 
contract for four years demonstrat-
ed outside this Chamber of Com-
merce sponsored dinner.

The first priority was the need 
to improve the financial condition 
of the City.  Blaming the recession 
and state mandated costs, he stated 
the City administrators and City 
Council made efforts to cut “ex-
penditures and improve efficiency.”   
Referring to reducing energy costs 
and refinancing debt, he claimed 
New Rochelle had saved “millions.” 
This allowed New Rochelle to have 

“the lowest tax rate in the region.”  
Further, his plans include collabo-
ration with municipalities “to re-
duce unit costs.”

While Bramson praised Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo’s leadership on 
controlling costs, he suggested the 
state “distribute” costs “more fairly” 
to give relief to taxpayers.  His op-
timistic future plans stressed the 
development of Echo Bay, which 
he stated will provide “housing and 
shops... consistent with the charac-
ter and scale of their surroundings.”

Referring to the Sun Belt as the 
“population engine of our country,” 
he predicted the northeast is now 
built for growth “because we have 
water, mass transit and human and 
cultural energy.”  A few months 
ago Forbes said New york was the 

number one state to lose popula-
tion.  Curiously, Bramson said he 
was taking the lead on “land use, 
development preservation and cli-
mate adjustment.”   This was am-
plified with comments about the 
Comprehensive Plan, which will 
be aided by the same people who 
worked on the Davids Island plan.  
It should be noted here that federal 
funds were used to clean up Davids 
Island, and when Bramson was a 
member of the City Council they 
voted (with no public input) to al-
low the government to demolish 
every building on the Island.

The housing option Bramson 
is promoting includes “accelerat-
ing efforts to encourage growth in 
our transit district.”  This is also 
contrary to reports of new census 

estimates released March 5 show-
ing people are working closer to 
their homes.  Commuting from 
Westchester to Manhattan or The 
Bronx increased a small amount 
since 2000.  But commuters from 
Dutchess to Manhattan increased 
as did reverse commuting from The 
Bronx and Queens.

Bramson did not mention the 
lawsuit filed by Steve Mayo against 
the garbage fee.  A judge the day 
before this address had refused to 
dismiss the lawsuit and asked New 
Rochelle to justify this refuse fee 
which brings in more money than 
is needed to collect the garbage.

Similarly the Echo Bay devel-
opment proposal will enact a heavy 
toll on New Rochelle’s finances: 

Continued on page 21

STATE OF THE CITY

New Rochelle Mayor Bramson’s State of the City Address Imbalanced Albeit Eloquent

EDUCATION

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – 
Mayor Mike Spano 
today (March 8, 
2013) announced his 
request of the Com-

mission of Inquiry into the Financ-
es of the City of yonkers to conduct 
an independent fiscal review of the 
yonkers Public Schools’ recently re-
leased study on infrastructure im-
provements to city schools, entitled 
yonkers PRIDE: Performance-
based Rapid Infrastructure Devel-
opment.

Editor’s Note: The study has not 
been released to the public or to the 
media.

“This is an ambitious proposal 
and I’ve been looking forward to 
reviewing the alternative options 
to update our schools. While I rec-
ognize the critical importance of 
devising innovative and expedited 
solutions for the extraordinary cap-
ital needs of our schools, the City’s 
need to frame solutions which pro-
mote fiscal stability is paramount,” 
said Mayor Spano. “It is incumbent 
upon me as Mayor to do my due 
diligence and vet this proposal to 
see what is best for both our public 
school system and our taxpayers as 
we navigate our city back onto the 

road of fiscal stability.”
under current law, the Mayor 

and the City Council are respon-
sible to taxpayers for decisions of 
large scale borrowing for school 
systems. The yonkers PRIDE pro-
posal changes that system.
Editor’s Note: It turns everything 
upside down. The YPS is wagging the 
City of Yonkers. The YPS District is a 
separate entity and is not under the 
direction of CoY. The only connection 
between the mayor and the Yonkers 
Board of Education is that the it is the 
mayor who appoints Trustees to the 
Yonkers Board of Education Board of 
Trustees. The Public Private partner-
ship has been studied for years prior to 
Mayor Mike Spano acceding to office, 
that is, under the former administra-
tion, that of former Mayor Phil Ami-
cone. The majority of appointees to the 
Yonkers BoE Trustees Board of Direc-
tors were appointed by former Mayor 
Phil Amicone. By requesting the Com-
missioner’s review of the proposal, the 
Mayor is seeking a better understand-
ing of the fiscal implications of that 
change for the Yonkers taxpayers and 
the City’s school children.
Editor’s Note: The Yonkers taxpayer 
will become encumbered, that is li-
able, by action taken by an entity over 

which the taxpayer has no sway.
Mayor Spano added, “The 

commission’s earlier work in clari-
fying the size of yonkers’ structural 
imbalances was invaluable. We be-
lieve they can make similar contri-
butions when reviewing the yPS 
proposal.”

The yonkers Public Schools 
this week submitted the proposal to 
Mayor Spano for consideration of 
the administration. The 144-page 
report outlines various options for 
a proposed Phase I capital infra-
structure improvement project, 
which would address substandard 
conditions in six yPS schools at a 
cost up to $1 billion.

Editor’s Note: When YBoE 

Superintendent Bernard Pierora-
zio first presented the Public Private 
Partnership, he has already engaged 
the Yonkers Public School District in 
exploration of a solution whose costs 
have yet to be revealed.

In 2012, Mayor Spano con-
vened the Commission of Inquiry 
on the City of yonkers Finances, 
led by former Lieutenant Gover-
nor Richard Ravitch, former New 
york State Assemblyman Richard 
Brodsky, Jay Bryant and Taurrus 
Richardson and several experts in 
local and state finances in order to 
obtain a more in depth look at the 
City’s finances.

The City of yonkers currently 
estimates an $86 million budget 

shortfall for 2013-2014, and a four-
year budget gap of approximately 
$500 million by 2016. yonkers’ 
budget for the current fiscal year 
is $955 million while the yonkers 
Public School budget is $490 mil-
lion.
Editor’s Note: The Yonkers BoE 
budget deficit is $48 million for this 
fiscal year. Add $86 million more 
with respect to the city side of the 
equation, an additional $8 million of 
infrastructure destroyed by Hurricane 
Sandy, $5 million in overtime costs 
due to the delayed hiring of a new class 
of Yonkers Firefighters, and the total is 
$147 million, which I will refer to as 
a $150 million deficit.
Editor’s Note: Yonkers Tribune / 
The Westchester Guardian has made 
an official request of Yonkers City 
Hall, and of Corporation Counsel, 
and given notice of our conduct by 
cc’ing Inspector General Kitley Co-
vill, as well as having made inquiry 
of Senator Greg Ball ’s Office and also 
of Senate Democratic Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins. Assemblymember 
Shelley Mayer has advised she has 
now information over the P3 project 
because she is not engaged in the YPS 
District’s Capital Improvement Plan.

 

Mayor Spano Requests Commission of Inquiry Into the Finances of The City Of Yonkers (CoY) to 
Conduct Independent Review of Yonkers Public Schools (YPS) Proposal to Rebuild Schools

Mayor Mike Spano Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio



Page 21THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2013

Continued on page 22

STATE OF THE CITY

LEGAL

By BARY ALYSSA JOHNSON

New york State Supreme Court 
Acting Justice Barry E. Warhit re-
leased his decision on Thursday, 
March 7, 2013, in a lawsuit filed by 
leaders of the Board of Legislators 

(BOL) against County Executive Robert Asto-
rino regarding the County Board of Acquisition 
and Contract (A&C).

The A&C Board is responsible for awarding 
on behalf of the county all contracts for capital 
projects. It is made up of three members, which 
include the County Executive, BOL Chairman 
Ken Jenkins (D-yonkers) and, until today’s court 
ruling, the Commissioner of the Department of 
Public Works and Transportation (DPWT), Jay 
Pisco.

The lawsuit was filed by Jenkins, BOL Vice 
Chair Lyndon Williams (D-Mount Vernon) and 
BOL Majority Leader Peter Harckham (D-Kato-
nah). It stems from a decision made by the BOL 
in December 2011. This decision was to change 
the composition of the A&C Board by replacing 
Pisco with County Budget Director Lawrence 
Soule. This decision was made in order to bring 
on board a member who would benefit the Board 
with his full view of county finances.

Astorino vetoed the decision and the BOL 
went on to override that veto. The decision became 
law, a law which was subsequently filed with New 
york State. However, Astorino continued to direct 
Pisco to attend A&C meetings and vote on the 
facilitation of contracts, according to a BOL rep-
resentative.

“When the BOL duly enacts a law it’s the 
County Executive’s job to administer that law, 
period,” BOL spokesman Tom Staudter told The 
Westchester Guardian in an interview. “It’s not his 
job to question the law, it’s not his job to pretend 
the law doesn’t exist and it’s not his job to break 

the law, but all three of these things Astorino has 
done.”

As such, in March 2012 the aforementioned 
lawsuit was filed to determine whether Astorino 
was obligated to follow the duly enacted law. The 
suit was brought before New york State Supreme 
Court Acting Justice Barry E. Warhit. Warhit’s fi-
nal decision, released on March 7, 2013, ruled in 
favor of the BOL leaders.

Warhit’s decision touched on a number of 
interrelated issues. It orders that the County Ex-
ecutive must “implement and enforce” the Resolu-
tions, Acts and Local Laws adopted by the BOL. 
As a result of this decision, Warhit ruled that Pisco 
is no longer allowed to serve on the A&C Board.

 Warhit also ruled that as a result of Astorino’s 
failure to enforce the provisions of a local law, he 
has violated his statutory duty as written as law in 
the Westchester County Charter.

“Our democracy is based on the separation of 
powers, checks and balances, not one individual 
making unilateral decisions and telling the BOL 
that their votes, approvals and decisions on behalf 
of their constituents don’t mean crap,” Staudter 
said. “The major part of this…it’s about protecting 
the integrity of county governance.”

Astorino failed to respond to repeated re-
quests for comment on this legal situation. Ned 
McCormack, Communications Director and Se-
nior Advisor to Astorino, however, issued a public 
statement in response to Warhit’s ruling.

In this statement McCormack said that the 
County Executive “strongly disagrees with Judge 
Warhit,” charging that the BOL cannot “take 
away the rights of the people” or “change the fun-
damental structure of county government.”

“The law and court record are clear that any 
change in the powers of the County Executive 
require a referendum of the people,” McCormack 

Executive Lawbreaker Rob Astorino 
Strikes Out in Court

first because $25 million must be borrowed to 
move the City yard, and second, because Forest 
City Residential’s Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) currently under review lists sig-
nificant tax breaks for the developer.  The Demo-
cratic City Councilmembers, including Bramson, 
had several months ago given Good Profit the des-
ignation to develop the Armory, but the company, 
after many months,  did not produce the needed 
$50,000 deposit.

Downtown high-rise buildings, which 

Bramson voted for have not resulted in increased 
sales tax revenue for New Rochelle.  Rather, these 
buildings have created the need for additional city 
services in the downtown. The New Rochelle Po-
lice Department has many fewer officers than in 
previous years.  Bramson delivered his State of the 
City address with eloquence and pride, but resi-
dents would appreciate a more balanced picture of 
their City.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former edu-
cator.

Continued from page 20

Mayor’s State of the City Address Imbalanced Albeit Eloquent
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By BOB K. BOGEN
Not even three months 
after the ‘game-chang-
ing’ insane massacre of 
very young children 
and their teachers in 

Connecticut, a New York Times 
editorial page article side-bar an-
nounces ‘Gun Control Falls Apart’!   
Horror around the nation and even 
around the world has apparently 
already lost to the national and 

worldwide prevalence of human 

violence in attitudes and killings.
Doesn’t everyone wonder why 

there is so much anger and murder?  
There may be ‘good wars’ some-
where, when one nation or group 
is violently attacked and survival 
does seem to require violent oppo-
sition.  I remember World War II 
as a child. It was waged in response 
to the madman Hitler and his Na-
zis as well as Tojo in Japan and in 
all the lands they ripped out of the 
lives of so many.  But there are so 
many wrong wars and so much hate 
as well as other miserable actions 
that cannot be explained with any 
rational cause or justification.

We are tempted to throw up 
our hands, say life is often mad and 
merely tend to our own lives as best 
we can.  The result is our current 

social chaos in our own land and 
elsewhere.

We try to respond to all the 
appeals to help for drought, floods, 
wildfires earthquakes, tsunamis, 
starvation, disease, global warming 
[and related storms that are begin-
ning to force people off their low 
islands and traditional shore lands] 
as well as all the other human de-
privations and threats that haunt us 
on television, the radio, telephone, 
the mail, the Internet, our own door 
steps, and our other associations.

But we know our efforts will 
not change the world. Like Atlas, 
we can only try to carry the world 
on our shoulders, easing our con-
science, and hoping enough others 
will also respond to ‘make a differ-
ence.’

The result, not even Abraham 
Lincoln’s simple formula is applied: 
together in government we can do 
what we cannot do individually or 
in other associations.

A well-meaning president is 
hobbled and bedeviled by the thinly 
veiled racial hate and corporate 
greed of an opposition party. This 
is a party, which repeatedly corrupts 
science and logic to justify their ig-
norance and destruction of needed 
actions.  Public understanding is 
generally blinded by the variety of 
corporate media led by short-term 
greed on behalf of their owners.

But recent polls have offered 
some hope that the public is no 
longer confused by the corporate 
delusions.  Even on gun control, 
polls in many parts of the nation 
show 80% to 90% refuse to ac-
cept the insane dictates of the gun 
industry and their National Rifle 
Association, with their thought-
less Republican representatives, to 

block effective background checks 
and related matters concerning gun 
sales. Perhaps next year, in the 2014 
national elections, the voters will fi-
nally eliminate the insanities of the 
Republican Party.

Still the underlying question 
remains, aside from such corporate 
greed, how can we understand the 
pervasive self-destructive views that 
facilitate the dozens of recent mass 
murders and thousands of other 
recent gun murders in our country 
that destroys so much of our Amer-
ican Way of Life as well decent life 
around the world?

In a recent column I touched 
upon the answer offered by a Brit-
ish psychiatrist.  Dr. Spencer Pat-
terson described his wild theory 
to me over a half-century ago.  He 
outlined his explanation of the uni-
versal Kill Drive.

He quickly added the compen-
sating, contrasting existence of the 
universal Love Drive.  We do want 
the warmth, cooperation, and assis-
tance of others: to be unified, asso-
ciated closely with others: a spouse, 
family, and even many others.  But 
certainly Darwin understood that 
in all stages and forms of evolution 
all life forms first seek survival in-
cluding elimination of threats and 
even success in the challenges of 
competition, called Survival of the 
Fittest.

Patterson pointed out that all 
else in life, or at least all others can, 
or even should, be considered to 
some degree or other, nominal or 
immediately threatening, a chal-
lenge or threat to us. I recall the 
account, years ago, of an extraor-
dinary New york subway murder 
in which an apparently inoffensive 

Continued on page 23
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Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 

Wilca: 914.632.1230
 
 

Prime Retail - Westchester 
County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 
1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 

450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Sand Box 
Tree, LLC. Article of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/04/13. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, 1 Sadore Ln 6P, Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ME HAMPTON ASSOCIATES, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/25/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 46 Hampton Place 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

Notice of Formation of Wibblerz, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/18/12. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 56 Sagamore #4D, 
Bronxville, NY, 10708 Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

MEYZEN FAMILY REALTY ASSOCIATES, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/18/02. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 46 
Bedford-Banksville Road Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BASATNE INTERNATIONAL LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/2/11. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to C/O Business Filings Incorpo-
rated 187 Wolf RD, STE 101 Albany, NY 
12205. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Regis-
tered Agent: Business Filings Incorporat-
ed 187 Wolf RD STE 101 Albany, NY 12205.

JE HAMPTON ASSOCIATES, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/25/13. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 46 Hampton Place 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

69 HUDSON WATCH, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/15/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 69 Hudson Watch Drive 
Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of LLC: Name: 
THRIFTY MEASURES LLC. Article of Org. 
filed with NY Sec. of State 02/14/2013. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. The 
New York Secretary of State shall be 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. Sec. of 
State shall mail a copy of process to the 
registered agent, United States Corpora-
tion Agents Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228 Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

NINJA BEAM LLC Authority filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/25/13. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 2/21/13 SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC Attn: Mi-
chael Tener 166 Pearsall DR 5A MT Ver-
non, NY 10552. DE address of LLC: 3500 
S DuPont Hwy Dover, DE 19901. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 
898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
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Gun Control Efforts Fall Apart

said in the statement. “There is no 
dispute that there was never a refer-
endum, so the Board never had the 
authority to make the change.”

As it turns out, McCormack’s 
statement regarding the referen-
dum (or lack thereof ) is false. A 
representative for the BOL insists 
that a public referendum was in-
deed held “to appease the County 

Executive.”
McCormack went on to state 

“our position is that the rules of the 
County Charter must be followed; 
otherwise there are no laws at all.”

However, according to the 

BOL representative there is noth-
ing in the County Charter that says 
the County Executive can chal-
lenge law, that the County Charter 
says specifically Astorino must fol-
low the laws set forth by the BOL.

“The A&C law reminds the 
County Executive that when the 

BOL enacts legislation, his job is 
to administer that legislation. Not 
to question it, not to stall it, not 
to legally oppose it, his job is to 
administer it,” Staudter said. “The 
good news is that the judge agreed. 
He said that’s the law, it’s based on 
everything in the County Charter.”

LEGAL

Executive Lawbreaker Rob Astorino Strikes Out in Court
Continued from page 21
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rider turned to the rider next to him, 
went berserk and thrust a knife through 
his neighbor’s head.

Dr. Patterson would explain that if 
the Love Drive is ‘disconnected,’ the sur-
vival Kill Drive would cause us to fear, 
hate, and even kill all, all of the time.  
Perhaps such an extreme notion would 
call on us to recognize the crucial need 
to guard against even the most minimal 
presence of the destructive survival Kill 
Drive, and nurture our constructive, co-
operative inclination to unify society with 
the so-called Love Drive.

All humans, in our communities and 
around the world, we all struggle with 
conflicting notions, perhaps as Spencer 
Patterson named them.  We are blessed 
with positive inclinations, but also bedev-
iled, cursed with sometimes more or less 
destructive tendencies.  Patterson’s Drives 
would seem to explain the pathetic, largely 
unconscious drives that cause much of the 
irrational hates and violence that plagues 
human contact.

How else can we account for the 

peculiar behavior of so many, even na-
tions, that accumulate all manor of deadly 
weapons not relevant for social order, 
hunting, or private protection?  Surely few 
of the self-styled militia men and other 
military-assault-type gun owners plan to 
wage a revolutionary war with our elected 
government without all the various weap-
ons of our most heavily armed military in 
the world.

We can understand historic battle re-
enactors and other hobbyists.  But do they 
plan to acquire bazookas, stinger surface-
to-air missiles, tanks, planes, et cetera, et 
cetera?  Perhaps some such individuals 
should relocate to some nation without 
usually democratic elections and a basi-
cally functional democratic constitution 
in the Middle East or Africa.
Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive 
long-range facilities planning director 
for the New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission; as a major United 
Nations official in Pakistan; and Principal 
Representative of Architects/ Designers/ 
Planners for Social Responsibility to the 
United Nations.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing
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Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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