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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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FEATURESection

Westchester On the Level
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – The Guardian Radio Network, WGRN, operated under the auspices 
of Hezi Aris’ Hezitorial Absurdity, Inc. continues to build its programing day on the Blog TalkRa-
dio platform.  Herein is the schedule for the week of December 12 – 16, 2011.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts.
Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlinks:
Westchester on the Level -http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel;
Each show may be heard live or on demand. Choose from an MP3 download option, or peruse 
our audio archives. The hyperlink to each respective interview becomes active within a half-hour 
of the ending of an interview so as to allow for on demand listening.
Recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling 
us toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. All we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question 
and / or your statement.

 RADIO

COURT

By NANCY KING
It’s not always perfect and it often 
takes several tries, but our justice 
system does work. On Friday, June 
21, 2013, former White Plains 
Mayor Adam Bradley was unani-

mously acquitted of all charges stemming from 
an alleged domestic violence incident dating back 
to February 2010. This was the second trial for 
Bradley who had been found guilty in a bench 
trial back in early 2010 presided over by Acting 
Supreme Court Justice Susan Capeci and pros-
ecuted by ADA’s Audrey Stone and Amy Puerto. 
Late last year, Bradley had that conviction over-
turned by the Appellate Court that deemed the 
defendant did not receive a fair trial based on wit-
ness suppression and possible judicial misconduct.
This trial was different. There was a seated jury 
of three men and three women, Acting Supreme 
Court Justice Barry Warhit presided over the 
case, and Bradley had a new defense team of Jim 
Timko, Christopher Waddell and Amy Attias; 
and this time the witnesses who had been pre-
vented by the DA’s office from testifying finally 
told their story.

In what was nothing more than a window 
into a marriage that was on its death bed, this 
case was high on drama, and low on crime. It was 
about four misdemeanor charges, a violation of a 
stay away order and was an insult to real victims 
of domestic violence. It has cost the taxpayers of 
Westchester County millions of dollars and has 
made Westchester County District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore’s office appear that not only were 
they out to politically assassinate Bradley, but 
to also make him an example for anyone who 
bucked the Democratic Party in New York State. 
This case was about sour grapes by one complain-
ant not being appointed to Chief of Staff, when 
Bradley was elected Mayor of the City of White 
Plains, it was about Bradley’s refusal to negotiate 
with the police union after being elected, and of-
fending a close friend of DiFiore’s who was affili-
ated with that union, and it was about having a 
judge with an affiliation to DiFiore, former Judge 

John DiBlasi, and a case where all three had a his-
tory with one another when they worked for the 
City of Mt. Vernon.

At a time when the DA’s office has cleared 
police officers who shoot private citizens to death, 
and shoot and kill other police officers to death, 
one has to wonder what their fascination with 
Adam Bradley was and still is. Why did the staff 
of the Domestic Violence Unit have to come to 
court to hear summations? Was it to teach the 
new crop of ADA’s and investigators how not to 
bungle a case or was it to show support for their 
team? We’ll never know. After the verdict was 
handed down, a source from the DA’s office re-
ported that ADA Stone thinks that they clearly 
won the case and that this was nothing more than 
the anomaly of jury nullification.

Will the DA’s office appeal? With the rate 
that they spend taxpayer’s money, one sure 
wouldn’t be surprised if they did. In the mean-
time, Adam Bradley now needs to be acquitted in 
the court of public opinion. Three years is a long 
time to endure character assassination and unem-
ployment. Bradley has endured both. A jury of 
his peers saw for the last two weeks what this re-
porter has been saying for three years; the fix was 
in and orchestrated by the DA’s office and Adam 
Bradley was and never could be a domestic abus-
er. A bumble head, yes, annoying and unfocused, 
absolutely… but this is a man who doesn’t have 
the capacity to premeditate the types of crimes he 
was just acquitted of.

The future for Bradley does however remain 
cloudy. He must still face a matrimonial trial in 
the dissolution of his marriage and then try to sal-
vage a relationship with his children. He has not 
seen his girls in nearly two years. In her quest to 
professionally assassinate Bradley, former Family 
Court Judge DiFiore has forgotten the simple 
rule of an ugly divorce proceeding… when you 
betray a spouse, you betray a family. Was it re-
ally worth it Madam DA to set up that sort of 
betrayal? The court of public opinion will decide 
that for you this November.
Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

Adam Bradley: And Justice Was Served
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COMMUNITYSection

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
The State Legislature 
will end the current 
session in just a few 
weeks and another 

year will pass without relief from the 
crippling unfunded mandates that the 
bi-partisan State-wide Mayors’ and 
Municipal Officials Association asked 
our elected officials to address. Even a 
bill that required the State, rather than 
the local governments, to pay the costs 
for any future unfunded mandates 
contained in legislation that is passed 
in Albany, died in committee.

As a result, the MTA tax lev-
ied on the Village remains as well as 
the Wick’s Law which requires that 
individual contracts be bid for every 
trade when a school or municipal-
ity undertakes a construction project. 
The continuation of this law will again 
adversely impact the Village as the 
school embarks on the auditorium 
renovation project. It is estimated that 

the Wick’s Law provisions increase 
the cost of municipal projects by 10 to 
30% versus the same work done in the 
private sector.

Pension reform simply did not 
happen. A plan was promulgated al-
lowing financially strapped municipal-
ities to pay a smaller amount of their 
pension obligation in the next few 
years, with balloon payments com-
ing five years out. This will stave off 
some local bankruptcies in the short 
term and five years hence, when the 
full impact of the delayed obligations 
come to roost, many elected State of-
fice holders who favored this option 
will have moved on or retired. This is 
the ultimate in “kicking the can down 
the road” and the “not on my watch” 
mind set.

The New York State requirement 
for binding arbitration for uniformed 
municipal employees was also not 
addressed. Under the current system, 
when a municipality and a union reach 
a stalemate, binding arbitration is trig-
gered and strangers are dispatched 

to a community to make the finan-
cial decisions relating to a new labor 
agreement leaving the local electeds 
and the property taxpayers out of the 
equation. Communities are also pe-
nalized if they have a fund balance due 
to prudent planning. The lesson seems 
to be if you do not save for a rainy day 
or emergency, you are rewarded with a 
lower arbitration award.

The Village is also a proponent 
of legislation that would allow mu-
nicipal notification of public meetings 
on line versus weekly newspapers. The 
information would reach residents in a 
more timely manner and at cost sav-
ings for the taxpayers. The bill is ag-
gressively opposed by the print media.

Though major changes to the 
burdens imposed on New York State 
property taxpayers are not being ad-
dressed in Albany, our local Legisla-
tors, Senator George Lattimer and 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, have 
been very responsive to issues unique 
to their district.

As example, our Legislators 

championed a bill that would move 
the Eastchester Fire District election 
from its December date with limited 
polling hours and locations to coincide 
with the regular November elections. 
Since the Eastchester Fire District 
budget of approximately $16 million 
now surpasses both the municipal 
budgets of Tuckahoe and Bronxville, 
offering the taxpayers more hours 
to cast their votes and more polling 
places seems only fair. The bill passed 
in the Assembly and is awaiting a 
Senate vote.

Another bill with great financial 
impact to the Village is also winding 
its way through the Legislature cour-
tesy of Mr. Lattimer and Ms. Paulin. 
The Village, along with ten other mu-
nicipalities, banded together to cham-
pion a bill that would allocate the cost 
of water hydrant maintenance to all 
users of water and not just property 
taxpayers as is the current structure. 
Last year, Bronxville Village taxpay-
ers spent $105,614.00 to maintain 
the hydrants throughout the Village. 

With the passage of this bill, there will 
be a more equitable allocation of the 
maintenance costs.

These local bills, though quite 
necessary, are only small potatoes 
compared to the unfunded burdens 
that are passed to local governments 
via Albany.

From my vantage point, it is both 
disheartening and unsustainable. We 
have elected officials unwilling to ad-
dress a pension plan in many cases be-
cause as career politicians they have a 
vested interest. We have strayed so far 
from the Founding Father’s model of 
giving a few years of service to one’s 
government and then returning to 
private sector careers. It may take the 
populace electing representatives who 
have non-political expertise, who do 
not fear defeat or aspire to even higher 
office to get us back on the right path. 
Property taxpayers simply must view 
themselves as the most important 
special interest group and make their 
voices heard.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. Direct 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Unfunded Mandates Relief Dies in Committee, and…
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
Every week we write 
about the goings on 
here in Westchester 
County. I must admit 
there sure are a lot of 

great happenings here, don’t tell my 
wonderful editor this, but it truly is a 
pleasure and it is easy to find events 
that are fun and interesting to share, 
so please sit back and enjoy this 
week’s edition of News & Notes.”

On June 27th the Westchester 
Land Trust invites you to dig in and 
help grow food for those in need. 
Sugar Hill Farm, 403 Harris Road, in 
Bedford Hills, is one of Food Bank 
for Westchester’s giving gardens and 
supplies much needed fresh produce 
to area food pantries and soup kitch-
ens.

After the week of holiday BBQs 
why not sign up for a delightful 

morning hike and yoga at Teatown. 
They will begin with a vitalizing 
morning yoga practice to wake up, 
stretch and strengthen the body, then 
hike the splendid 1.5 mile Lakeside 
Trail before returning to the yoga 
mats for additional yoga and relax-
ation. All levels of yoga (including 
beginners), adults and teens are wel-
come, so why not make it a family 
affair. To register, contact Karen Cor-
netz at 914-250-2762.

Join the Bedford Audubon Soci-
ety and Friends of Muscoot Farm for 
a Dragonfly Walk at Muscoot Farm 
on Sunday, June 30th at 10:00am. The 
cost is free and no registration is neces-
sary, to be honest, I have never walked 
a dragonfly, could be hilarious…

On Thursday, June 27th check 
out the Six Ladders Exhibition at 
the Katonah Museum of Art, the 
opening is from 10:00am to 5:00pm. 
Andrea Lilienthal transforms the 

Sculpture Garden with giant, colorful 
bamboo ladders. The ladders will be 
around until April 2014.

Also scheduled at the Katonah 
Museum of Art is a discussion of the 
many types of collage art in the Re-
mix exhibition, with Pavel Zoubok 
and Rachael Lawe, curators from the 
International Collage Center. Remix 
features work created during the last 
70 years by over 100 artists, including 
traditional forms of collage and unex-
pected approaches. The talk will take 
place on June 30th at 1:00pm.

As we all know I can’t carry a note 
in a basket, but I have heard that mu-
sic is in the air this summer and there 
are lots of great events to see and hear. 
On June 27th at 8:00pm, the Amy 
Helm Band will be performing in 
the Rosen House Music Room at the 
Caramoor Center for Music and the 
Arts in Katonah. Come enjoy some 
roots music for only $35, the band 

will be performing traditional blues 
and gospel-inflected favorites.

Two area players, number 
45-ranked Jamie Loeb of Ossining 
and 17-year-old Louisa Chirico of 
Harrison will both compete at Wim-
bledon, June 29-July 7 at the All-Eng-
land Club in Wimbledon, London, 
England. Good luck ladies…

I really don’t make these events 
up; the Fungus Fair at the Ward 
Pound Ridge Reservation will take 
place on June 29th.

Ever get frustrated with your 
computer and your kids are not 
around to show you how to use the 
latest technology, if so, go to the Bed-
ford Free Library every Wednesday 
from 3:30 - 5:00pm to get help with 
any of your technological devices 
with Greg, student volunteer.

The food shopping is usually my 
wife’s chore but that may change now 
that DeCicco’s has opened a new 
20,000 square foot supermarket in 
Armonk. I am told that along with 
fresh produce, meats and the usual 

staples, this grocer has added a sec-
ond story with a chef demonstration 
kitchen tasting area, a bar and bocce 
ball courts. Now that sounds a bit 
more fun then clipping coupons.

Stop by the Chappaqua Library 
on June 27th to see the comedian-
actor Neal Feinberg star in a hi-
larious one man show written by 
Becky Mode and directed by Rob 
McCaskell. The play is about a res-
ervationist at the hottest restaurant 
in New York City featuring an actor 
playing 40 characters. This show be-
gins at 7:30pm and is free and open 
to the public.

Flag Day has come and gone, 
but Fourth of July is right around the 
corner. Please don’t forget to raise the 
American Flag as we do live in the 
greatest country in the world. See you 
next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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By SHERIF AWAD
In 1997, Mel Gibson 
starred in the thriller 
Conspiracy Theory in 
which he played a New 
York taxi driver who 

has his own explanations about many 
world events. His explanations were 
that events were being triggered by 
government conspiracies in order to 
hide shocking realities. In the 1970s, 
late filmmaker Alan J. Pakula directed 
what is known to be the conspiracy 
trilogy that included Klute (1971), 
The Parallax View (1974), and All The 
President’s Men (1976). These films in-
troduced the viewers to this genre that 
appeared to be taking its essence from 
factual elements. When the January 
25 revolution took place in Egypt two 
years ago, it shocked the world with 
its affectivity yet it also raised ques-
tions about the interference of foreign 
forces from behind the curtains. Tens 
of documentaries, Egyptian and non-
Egyptian, were made about the revo-
lution, but they never answered those 
claims. One of the recent productions 
that went to interview figures and lead-
ers of the Egyptian revolution is the US 
documentary Uprising, whose direc-
tor Fredrik Stanton seemed to be 
overwhelmed by the Egyptian revo-
lution. I tried to share my conspiracy 
thoughts and inquiries with Fred 
Stanton while monitoring the news 
about the new revolution led by a 

Movement called Rebel, which is about 
to ignite this week, on June 30, 2013. 
The youth movement has succeeded 
to gather around 15 million signatures 
against current President Morsi. Their 
concept is simple. They are inviting 

the Egyptian electorate to sign a peti-
tion expressing “no confidence” in the 
president; a move they hope will trigger 
early presidential elections.
   AWAD: What has driven you to 
direct a documentary about the Egyp-
tian revolution given 
the fact there were 
many?

STANTON: 
When I set out to do 
the documentary, I 
realized there would 
probably be oth-
ers also working to 
tell stories about the 
event. But I felt that 
the Egyptian revolu-
tion was so signifi-
cant and so vast that 
there was room for 
several documen-
taries. Anything 
in which so many 
millions of people 

participated is going to accommodate 
many perspectives. I wanted to focus 
on the big story of the revolution itself, 
how it unfolded, from the perspective 
of those who helped spark it.

AWAD: When did you start to 

shoot the documentary? For how long? 
How much raw material did you shot 
before editing?

STANTON: My first trip to 
Egypt was shortly after the revolution. 

Continued on page 6

CARPENTERS

ROCK TAVERN, NY –The Em-
pire State Carpenters Apprenticeship 
Committee Local Union #19 will con-
duct a recruitment from June 27, 2013 
through June 26, 2014 for four car-
penter apprentices, State Labor Com-
missioner Peter M. Rivera announced 
today.

Applicants must apply in person 
at Empire State Carpenters Training 
Center, 52 Stone Castle Road, Rock 
Tavern, NY, every Thursday from 
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., excluding legal 
holidays, during the recruitment period. 
Applicants must apply in person.

Applicants should be prepared 
to take the Empire State Carpenters 
Apprenticeship Committee Entry 
Math Test, a math and measurement 
computation test, at time of application.

Applicants must attest to the 
qualifications, as listed below, in a 
signed statement. They must also 
provide required documents of proof 
when offered a position to enter the 
apprenticeship program. Failure to 
provide the required proofs (Diploma/
GED, DD214 (military), motor vehicle 
picture ID) will result in immediate 
dismissal from the program.

The Committee requires that 
applicants:

Must be at least 17 years old (post-
offer proof required).

Must have a high school diploma 
or general equivalency diploma 
(G.E.D.), and must provide proof, 
including transcripts and grades, after 
receiving an offer for employment and 
prior to indenture.

Must be physically able to perform 
the work required of a carpenter, as 
attested to by a signed affidavit based 
on the following criteria:

Must be able to lift 50 lbs.
Must have the ability to work on 

scaffolds at heights and in confined 
spaces.

Must have the ability to work 
under conditions of inclement weather: 
rain, snow, extreme cold, extreme heat 
and direct sunlight.

Must have the ability to perform 
constant repetitive motions; climb and 
work from heights, lift items over a set 
weight; stand and scoop for prolonged 
periods of time, etc.

Must reside in the jurisdiction of 
the Empire State Carpenters Council, 
which includes Westchester, Putnam, 

Dutchess, Orange, Ulster, Rockland 
and Sullivan counties.

Must provide proof of residency.
Must have reliable transportation 

to and from various job sites across 
the Hudson Valley and to the Joint 
Apprentice Committee School.

Must pass a drug test, at the 
committee’s expense, at time of 
appointment.

Must join the union if accepted for 
the program, and be willing to sign an 
indenture agreement and comply with 
the same.

Must take part in a personal 
interview conducted by a representative 
of the training center.

Must be willing to attend related 
instruction for four, one-week periods 
during each of the four years at an 
Empire State Carpenters Regional 
Training Facility.

Must provide military transfer 

card or discharge form DD-214, if 
applicable, after receiving an offer of 
employment.

For further information, applicants 
should contact their nearest New 
York State Department of Labor 
office or the Empire State Carpenters 
Apprenticeship Local Union #19 at 
(845) 567-1810.

Apprentice programs registered 
with the Department of Labor 
must meet standards established 
by the Commissioner. Under state 
law, sponsors of programs cannot 
discriminate against applicants because 
of race, creed, color, national origin, age, 
sex, disability or marital status. Women 
and minorities are encouraged to 
submit applications for apprenticeship 
programs. Sponsors of programs are 
required to adopt affirmative action 
plans for the recruitment of women 
and minorities.

Carpenters Recruit Apprenticeships

Uprising Again?
 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Fredrik Stanton.

Young woman signs up petitioners on “Rebel”.



Page 6 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, JUNE 27 2013

By HELEN WEISMAN
At a time when there 
is a proposal on the 
table by the Federal 
Fish and Wildlife 
Service to strip the 
remaining federal 

protections for all wolves in the lower 
48 states in the United States and turn 
wolf management entirely over to the 
states, The Wolf Conservation Center 
(WCC), located in South Salem, New 
York stands out as a haven in the wolf 
community for several reasons. The 
WCC participates in the Species Sur-
vival Plan (SSP) and Recovery Plan for 
2 endangered wolf species, the Mexi-
can gray wolf and the red wolf. Not 
only does it host these two critically 
endangered wolf species, but it stands 

unique as the only wolf conservation 
center that offers educational programs. 
This is especially remarkable as they are 
located in a suburb of New York City, 
which in itself is kind of strange.

Their ambassador wolf program, 
one of the kinds of educational pro-
grams that the WCC offers, is par-
ticularly exceptional because it involves 
having the CEO wolf, named Atka, 
travel to different destinations includ-
ing Washington D.C. where he stood 
outside the walls of Congress. There, 
he met with congressmen and senators 
to help to “talk” to the decision makers 
about the importance of the survival of 
his wild kin. So far, over 1600 wolves 
have been killed in Idaho and Montana 
since federal protections were removed 
from these states.

It is important to save the wolves 
for more reasons than that they are 
amongst the most beautiful animals on 
earth. They benefit the habitat wher-
ever they reside, bringing ecological 
balance and providing biodiversity by 
controlling prey populations. Wolves 
are a keystone species, meaning that 
whatever the species does is going to 
impact every level of the ecosystem. For 
instance, in 1995 and 1996, gray wolves 
were reintroduced into Yellow Stone 
National Park. Within a couple of 
years, the habitat started to rejuvenate. 
The wolves put the Elk herd in mo-
tion rather than standing in one place 
where they were eating all the vegeta-
tion and not allowing it to rejuvenate. 
The elk had to move in order to avoid 
being eaten by the wolves. By moving 

around and having their population re-
duced, the habitat started to come back. 
Animals like the songbird, the river 
otter and the beaver came back. The 

beavers built dams that created marshes 
that were great for moose. Where the 
WCC comes in is to build the public’s 

I made four trips and gathered about 
eighty hours of interview footage. We 
were able to combine that with hair-
raising footage from the front lines that 
cameramen had risked their lives to 
shoot, and combine them in a way that 
places the viewer right at the heart of 
the revolution.

AWAD: Who helped you to get 
the interviewees in Egypt?

STANTON: Many of the in-
terviews were from cold-calling or 
cold-emailing people whose contact in-
formation was publicly available on the 
Internet. As these people had worked 

closely with each other under very dif-
ficult circumstances under Mubarak’s 
rule; once I had interviewed some of 
them they were able to refer me to oth-
ers. Most importantly, this was a story 
they wanted to tell. They were proud 
of what they had accomplished and 
wanted the world to understand what 
had happened in Egypt and why.

AWAD: Some think that the 
April 6 Movement were a secret ally 
of the Muslim Brotherhood or at least 
their co-founder Ahmed Maher… 
Your comments…

STANTON: Both the April 6 
Movement and the Muslim Brother-
hood had suffered greatly at the hands 
of Mubarak’s security forces, and they 
shared the goal of his removal. But they 

had quite different visions for what 
would come thereafter. The Muslim 
Brotherhood did not join the revolu-
tion until several days after the protests 
had begun, which hurt them politically, 
although when they did join they be-
came an important part of the defense 
of Tahrir Square against the security 
forces.

AWAD: Some conspiracy theo-
rists think that faces of the revolution 
like Wael Ghoneim or Asmaa Mah-
fouz were pushed by the American 
government through the Civil Associa-
tions in Egypt (sponsored by the US) 
to ignite the revolution in 2011. Two 
proofs: They became absent from the 
political scene and the media within 
a few months after the revolution and 
one must also note the revamped look 

of Asmaa Mahfouz. Your thoughts…
STANTON: The Egyptian revo-

lution appeared to take the US govern-
ment by surprise, along with everyone 
else. The US had considered Mubarak 
an important ally for many decades, 
and the Obama administration suf-
fered criticism for its initial slow and 
clumsy response.

AWAD: Are you interested to 
shoot a new documentary in Egypt, 
post-Mubarak and during the Morsi 
regime?

STANTON: I think the story 
of Egypt’s future continues to unfold, 
and it remains an important story for 
Egypt, The Middle East, and the world. 
I’m currently focused on marketing and 
distribution for Uprising, which recent-
ly received a US distribution deal with 
Zeitgeist Films and will be in theatres 
across the US this summer.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Uprising Again?

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Rebel movement, an uprising coming up June 30, 2013’.

Uprising in 2011… as seen in Stanton’s documentary.

Continued from page 5

(L-R): Alawa and Zephyr. Photo by and courtesy of Spencer Wihelm.

ECOLOGY

Wolves In Westchester County!!!

Continued on page 7
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By PEGGY GODFREY
At its meeting on June 
18, 2013, the New Ro-
chelle City Council 
listened to Dan Marsh, 
Director of the Na-

tional Development Council (NDC), 
make a presentation on how the City 
could use its services as a not-for-profit 
corporation to finance construction of 
the new City Yard and lease it back to 
the City for a guaranteed fee. Under 
the arrangement, the New Rochelle 
Local Development Corporation 
(LDC) would float revenue bonds to 
raise money for NDC to construct the 
City Yard, the City would make lease 
payments to NDC for the construction 

and use of the new City Yard, and the 
NDC would pay off the bonds.
Marsh said NDC would have to ac-
quire title to the Beechwood Avenue 
site. The City would determine a guar-
anteed price and the land would be 
transferred to the LDC. NDC would 
sublease the land from the LDC. The 
New Rochelle Industrial Develop-
ment Agency (IDA) would participate 
so that the Mortgage Recording Tax 
could be avoided, but the IDA is no 
longer allowed to provide financing for 
not-for-profit corporations. The LDC 
does that.

Marsh said that the NDC would 
work with design consultants to initiate 
project bids in advance of the starting 

awareness in relation to all this. Accord-
ing to Maggie Howell, Executive Di-
rector of the WCC, “We [the WCC] 
hope that, if given the chance to recover, 
we could be the gateway for people to 
learn about what these wolves do, 
and actually how they can benefit the 
habitat wherever they reside, bringing 
biodiversity by controlling prey popula-
tions.”

The WCC’s educational programs 
are unique and impressive. In addition 
to the outside visits made by the 3 wolf 
ambassadors, Atka, Zephyr, and Alawa, 
there are the live Webcams that bring 

outside viewers to them and 8 Mexican 
Gray wolves. As a result of the WCC’s 
partnership with wildlife broadcasters 
from wildearth.tv, anyone can enter the 
private lives of these 10 wolves simply 
by clicking on “Wolf Cam” from the 
menu bar of the WCC website. There 
are 2 kinds of Webcams, the Enclosure 
cam and the Den cam. Every wolf has 
an Enclosure cam, but only the red 
wolves and 2 of the Mexican Gray 
wolves have Den cams. The Den cams 
are particularly exciting because they 
offer a unique view into the wolves’ 
most personal behaviors.

Then there are the educational 
programs for both children and adults. 

There is the Summer Wolf Camp for 
kids that caters to grades 2 through 6 
and the sleepovers for wolf lovers of all 
ages. Here you get a chance to camp 
out overnight with the 25 wolves that 
live at the WCC.

To visit the WCC in general, you 
have to register into a program. It is not 
a walk through facility like a zoo or a 
typical nature center. So when visitors 
come to the WCC and perhaps hear 
the howls of the 22 non-ambassador 
wolves rolling down their hills, the staff 
can then explain why these wolves can’t 
be seen. They can understand the fact 
that some of these wolves will have the 
chance at some time to live out in the 
wild without fence lines without people 
or visitors howling at them. – During 

this interview, I had the wonderful 
opportunity to hear, on several occa-
sions, Maggie howl at the wolves and 
to hear them howl back! According 
to Ms. Howell, “I think they [the visi-
tors] understand that they are a part of 
something. They are visiting something 
bigger than meets the eye.”

Reaching out and educating peo-
ple about the true nature of wolves is 
especially important because the wolf 
has always been a political and emo-
tional hot potato. Wolves have been vil-
lainized for centuries. However, they’ve 
become politicized at this point, and 
once something becomes politicized, it 
usually goes well for the topic, or in this 
case, the wolf. So, with the new proposal 

to turn the fate of the wolves over to the 
states, according to Ms. Howell, “It has 
been doom and gloom. So, we try with 
our blog and Facebook and everything 
else that we do to get the information 
out there and let people know what is 
going on and what they can do, and to 
let them know they have the power to 
force change by using their voices.”

The Wolf Conservation Center 
can be reached at (914) 763-2373. The 
website is www.nywolf.org.
Helen Weisman is a freelance science jour-
nalist living in New York City. She has 
taught writing at The City University of 
New York.

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 
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Wolves In Westchester County!!!

You looking at me? Here’s looking at you! Photo by and courtesy of Franne Rosenthal.

A wolf donning an almost total white coat, but not an albino. Photo by and courtesy of 
Franne Rosenthal.

Atka photographed by and courtesy of 
Rebecca Bose.

ECOLOGY

Continued from page 6

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Can A New City Yard Avoid 
Bonding?

Continued on page 8
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
I am about to break one 
of the strongest taboos 
in American business by 
publicly discussing how 
I consider race when I 

make decisions about hiring, promo-
tion and assignments.

The bottom line is that I don’t.
Much will be said and written 

about race and affirmative action over 
the next few weeks. I believe the Su-
preme Court is about to outlaw the 
consideration of race in deciding who 
is admitted to public colleges. The court 
may go beyond that to ban other sorts 
of race-based preferences. Opponents 
of affirmative action will hail the de-
mise of what they consider reverse 
discrimination. Supporters will accuse 
the Court’s conservative majority of 
endorsing unspoken racism and of en-
trenching economic inequality.

Although it is risky to predict what 
the Supreme Court is going to do, I am 
quite certain that at least five justices 
will conclude that in America today, it 
makes no sense (and more importantly, 
it violates governmental obligations of 
equal protection) to evaluate people in 
broad groupings based on their pig-

mentation. I do not expect the major-
ity to disallow programs that promote 
diversity through the consideration of 
applicants’ social and economic back-
grounds; I do expect the justices to 
eliminate policies that give admission 
priority to the child of a black cardiolo-
gist, or of a black U.S. president, rather 
than to the child of a white or Asian 
grocery clerk.

My firm employs two dozen peo-
ple. Our current roster includes at least 
five African-Americans, including our 
vice president and two other managers. 
I say “at least” because I honestly don’t 
know the racial makeup of everyone 
who works for me. I don’t ask. I don’t 
care, except when some aspect of our 
race-conscious society forces me to pay 
attention.

My affirmative action policy is to 
hire the best and brightest people I can 
find, figure out what they are good at 
doing, and help them reach their po-
tential in ways that are satisfying for 
them and productive for our business.

We provide financial, tax and 
business advice to families that range 
from comfortably affluent to extremely 
wealthy. In our profession, we might 
be called a “multi-family office.” In lay 

terms, we are independent financial 
planners. Whatever you call us, our 
industry is not one in which African-
Americans are heavily represented. 
People who keep score would probably 
consider my firm fairly well integrated, 
but that is not what matters to me.

What matters is that when a cur-
rent or potential client meets with one 
of our advisers, that person knows that 
everyone who works for us measures 
up to the same professional standards. 
When I hire someone for an internal 
function, such as marketing or admin-
istration, I want everyone who already 
works here to know the same thing.

Our work is unusually demanding, 
even for a firm in our field. Most advi-
sory firms want their people to become 
experts in a particular discipline, such as 
estate planning or investments or in-
come taxes. Our client advisers have to 
become experts in all of these fields and 
more. To accomplish that, I need the 
smartest people I can find. I don’t care 
what they look like. (I happen to think 

ours is a handsome bunch, however.)
As long as I am in charge, no-

body will ever have reason to wonder 
whether someone at my firm was hired 
or promoted to fill some affirmative ac-
tion goal. No employee will ever have 
reason to question whether I believe he 
or she is as good as everyone else.

Some of our staff may have ben-
efited from race-conscious programs 
to increase diversity at the schools they 
attended. I do not see anything ironic 
or inconsistent in the fact that the Su-
preme Court may now ban such pro-
grams, at least at public institutions. 
The court will not prohibit programs 
that evaluate individual potential in the 
context of individual circumstances. On 
that basis, any of our people would have 
made the cut, regardless of their skin 
color.

I do not see anything inconsis-
tent, either, in the fact that our firm’s 
diversity allows us to address audiences 
that we might not otherwise reach. 
From time to time, a publication with 
a predominantly African-American or 
female audience wants to interview an 
expert of similar background, typically 
to talk about issues of particular interest 

to that group. Is there something wrong 
with having an African-American ex-
pert talk to such a publication? I don’t 
think so. We all come from our own 
circumstances and social backgrounds, 
and we bring our individual perspec-
tives and experiences to our work.

Our small firm is a microcosm of 
what the Supreme Court may prescribe 
for future affirmative action programs. 
It is a future in which we will be re-
quired to look past the epidermal pack-
aging and consider the person inside.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provid-
ed personal financial and tax counseling to 
a sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal finan-
cial planning and family wealth plan-
ning, he founded his own firm in Hastings 
on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew 
steadily and became the Palisades Hudson 
organization, which moved to Scarsdale, 
N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

date of construction. It would seek to 
obtain the “best possible construction 
price.” The buildings and property will 
revert to the City of New Rochelle 
when the bonds are retired. If any 
money is saved from the agreed upon 
price, it would revert back to the City.

While the project could be com-
pleted with general obligations bonds, 
the City Manager, Chuck Strome, has 
asked for consideration of this other 
option. Mayor Noam Bramson said it 
seems like a complicated financing pro-
cess, but he felt that this process ensured 

certainty and predictability “because of 
the guaranteed price” on the lease.

Councilwoman Shari Rackman 
wanted to know how a design change 
would be handled, if there were “a 
glitch” in the process and the design 
had to be changed. Marsh said it would 
depend on the nature of the change. 
Strome added the City will have a 
guaranteed price and the City Council 
must decide if it is worth the risk.

Councilman Al Tarantino asked 
about the time frame for repaying the 
bonds and was told 20-30 years. The as-
sumption would be that the City would 

operate and maintain the new City 
Yard. Tarantino asked what the costs 
would be to maintain the new build-
ings, adding “the City Manager says 
we don’t maintain buildings.” Strome 
answered the City would have to 
maintain the buildings. Tarantino then 
wanted to know how NDC warrantees 
the buildings. He was told construc-
tion defects are guaranteed for up to 
five years. No guarantees are given for 
normal wear and tear.

Councilman Lou Trangucci asked 
about the bonded debt and how it 
would be shown in the City’s finan-
cial reports. Marsh suggested this debt 
would appear as a “lease payment” 

in the budget. Trangucci questioned 
whether the lease payment would be 
looked at as a long-term financial ob-
ligation subject to budget approval. If 
the Council decides to go with leasing, 
a new vote would be needed to rescind 
the bonding. Mayor Bramson noted 
that the New Roc garage was financed 
using lease payments. However, Tran-
gucci added this debt was refinanced 
later as general obligation bonds to 
control costs.

Councilman Barry Fertel asked 
whether five votes were needed to re-
scind the already approved bonds. He 
was told that rescission and the new 
lease agreement using the LDC and 

NDC needed only four votes to pass. 
He had concerns about whether lo-
cal contractors would be used and was 
told that they will be used to the extent 
possible and available. Trangucci asked 
about the contamination on the site 
and Marsh answered that he could not 
give an answer, because NDC does not 
know what contamination is on the 
site.

Bramson closed the discussion by 
saying this project proposal will be re-
visited in the coming months.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Can A New City Yard Avoid Bonding?
Continued from page 7

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., STE. 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601•  T. 914.948.0044  F. 914.686.4873

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

The Person Inside The Package
CURRENT COMMENTARY

Mayor Bloomberg: We Need a Coastal 
Commission, Not Costly Seawalls

ENVIRONMENT

By ANDREW J. 
WILLNER
The people of New 
York City—and its 
surrounding towns 
and states—have come 

through a hard time; Hurricane Sandy 

devastated our communities, businesses 
and homes. I want to thank New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg for his 
leadership through it all. His swift or-
dering of mandatory evacuations saved 
lives, and his bipartisanship resulted in a 
well-coordinated city, state, and federal 
response.

However, I’m disappointed in the 
Mayor Bloomberg’s just announced 
$20 billion “storm barrier heavy” plan 
to fortify New York. Costly floodwalls 
offer a false promise of security likely 
to fail. They also divide our region into 
two zones: “the haves,” often our richest 

Continued on page 9
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Mayor Bloomberg: We Need a Coastal Commission, Not Costly Seawalls

ENVIRONMENT

citizens living inside the seawalls, and 
“the have-nots,” often our poorest citi-
zens living in low-lying areas that are 
unlikely to be well protected by dunes, 
breakwaters, or other “hard infrastruc-
ture.”

The mayor, so far, has failed to lead 
in preparing us for the dangers ahead.

The back-to-back warnings of 
Irene and Sandy harshly point to flaws 
in our current development patterns. 
Hurricane Sandy, for all its devastation, 
was only a Category 1 storm, and Hur-
ricane Irene was only a tropical storm. 
However, the Atlantic Ocean contin-
ues to rise and warm, making every 
storm surge more harmful, and making 
the landfall of far more ferocious hur-
ricanes not only possible but likely.

Now is the time to create a mul-
tifaceted plan that protects all citizens 

from the fiercer weather of the very 
near future.

Now is the time to launch a New 
York/New Jersey Bioregion Coastal 
Commission—an innovative partner-
ship to address climate change and 
oversee and coordinate the rebuilding 
effort in New York City, coastal New 
Jersey and New York State.

This body would assure the future 
safety of our communities, and the on-
going protection of our coasts against 
intensifying storms.

The proposed Coastal Commis-
sion would use the best science and 
technical knowledge to implement 
climate change adaptation strate-
gies. It would help us rebuild smarter, 
strengthening building codes, and gen-
erating strategies for flood-proofing 
homes, towns, and vital but vulnerable 

buildings, such as hospitals, police and 
fire stations.

The Commission would make 
sure our energy infrastructure; harbors, 
roads, railways, and airports; drinking 
water supplies; and wastewater treat-
ment plants were built to withstand 
more violent storms.

It would oversee the re-map-
ping of our coasts to anticipate new 
trouble spots, suggesting “hard infra-
structure,” including seawalls where 
needed, and “soft infrastructure,” 
like expanded coastal Islands, oyster 
reefs, dunes and greenbelts to reduce 
storm surges. It would help us make 
the tough choices, retreating from 
the coast where necessary.

The Commission would estab-
lish thorough storm emergency pre-
paredness measures, anticipating and 

preventing future harm.
I also encourage the Mayor 

Bloomberg to participate with New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
other Northeastern governors in the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
to address the “new normal” which 
threatens us. It is high time that 
New York City took responsibility 
for its carbon contribution to climate 
change and curbed it.

Hurricane Sandy’s unprecedent-
ed destruction and the public policy 
challenges in its aftermath make this 
a critically important transformative 
moment in history. I urge Mayor 
Bloomberg to seize this opportunity 
to initiate lasting protections for our 
economy, environment, energy, and 
equity.

As the NY/NJ Baykeeper, I 
learned to see the New Jersey/New 
York Bioregion not as a collection 
of states or towns, competing in-

dustries or interests, but as a unified 
place. When seen from space our 
Bioregion is without seams. Its green 
mountains and hills feed thousands 
of tributaries—streams flowing into 
our magnificent estuary and the sea.

New York City is at the heart of 
this Bioregion. It is vulnerable but 
can be safeguarded. However pro-
tection will require bold leadership 
and coordinated planning by all of 
the region’s leaders. The New York/
New Jersey Bioregion Coastal Com-
mission would be just such a bold 
partnership.

Former NY/NJ Baykeeper An-
drew J. Willner is a sustainability 
consultant who has been a leader, or-
ganizer and activist in the New York/
New Jersey Bioregion for over 25 
years. See more at: www.andrewwill-
ner.com ©2013 Blue Ridge Press.

Continued from page 8

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Yesterday I watched 
the New York Mets 
sweep a doubleheader 
from the Atlanta 
Braves. That would be 

news enough as the Braves are lead-
ing the division and the Mets are 
having just a terrible year but, hope-
fully for Met fans, the victories in 
the games are dwarfed by the lasting 
importance of the pitching perfor-
mances of Matt Harvey, still with less 
than one whole year in the majors, 
and Zack Wheeler, in his first ma-
jor league start. Both pitchers were 
dominant and always overly optimis-
tic Met fans already dream that these 
young talents will bring the return of 
the franchise to past glory.

In the Mets’ fifty-one year his-
tory, the team has had only two 
World Championships -- in 1969 
(“The Miracle Mets”) and 1986. In 
both instances, the teams were lead 
by very young and talented pitchers. 
In 1969, the young pitchers included 
Hall of Famer Tom Seaver (311 life-
time wins), Jerry Koosman (222), 
Gary Gentry (48), and Hall of Famer 
Nolan Ryan (unfortunately, the large 
majority or Ryan’s Hall of Fame cre-
dentials were earned away from the 
Mets after the worst trade in Met 

history – Ryan to the California An-
gels for fading infielder Jim Fregosi; 
of Ryan’s 324 career wins, only 29 
came with the Mets, of his major 
league record 5.714 strikeouts, 493 
were with the Mets and none of his 
major league record seven no-hitters 
were done in a Met uniform). Koos-
man won two games in the World 
Series upset victory over the Balti-
more Orioles, Seaver and Gentry one 
each and Ryan saved one game.

Although the 1986 team had 
legitimate star players at a number 
of positions, including Gary Carter, 
Keith Hernandez, and Daryl Straw-
berry, the strength of the team was 
its deep young pitching staff led by 
Dwight “Doc” Gooden (194 in a 
career derailed by drug abuse), Ron 
Darling (136), Sid Fernandez (114), 
Roger McDowell (70), and reliever 
Jesse Orasco (144 lifetime saves and 
a major league record 1,252 career 
pitching performances).

Today, the New York papers are 
full of yesterday’s Met sweep – it is 
on the front cover of the New York 
Post, takes up the full back cover of 
the Post and New York Daily News 
and is the subject of major stories in 
the New York Times and “Greater 
New York” section of the Wall Street 
Journal. There had been much hype 
about Wheeler’s arrival in the big 

leagues, his starting in his first game 
in Atlanta, near where he grew up, in 
front of his parents, and his pitching 
in a doubleheader paired with last 
year’s phenomenon, Harvey, who has 
emerged as the ace of this year’s staff – 

and, when all was done, the hype had 
been well justified. In the first game, 
Harvey, in seven innings, had a ca-
reer high 13 strikeouts (bringing his 
league leading total to 115) as he im-
proved his record to 6-1 (he has 8 “no 
decisions” due to the Mets’ poor hit-
ting behind him and inability to hold 
leads after he left the game). Wheeler, 

in six innings in the nightcap, had 7 
strikeouts in winning his first major 
league game. Harvey allowed 3 hits 
in 116 pitches and Wheeler 4 in 102 
pitches (both young pitchers have 
their pitch counts closely regulated in 
attempts to protect their arms).

The Miracles or “Generation K”? 
FROM THE BLEACHERS

Continued on page 10
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There is obviously much to de-
light in for Met fans after yesterday’s 
sterling performances – perfor-
mances that kindle memories of the 
young Seaver and Gooden. Yet, this 
optimism should be tempered by 
the memory of 1995’s “Generation 
K.” Generation K was the collective 
name attached to three promising 
young pitchers, Bill Pulsipher, Ja-
son Isringhausen, and Paul Wilson 
– pitchers who were going to return 
the Met pitching dominance to the 

heady days of Seaver, Koosman, & 
Gentry and Gooden, Darling, and 
Fernandez! Only it didn’t happen!

Each of the Generation K 
members were decimated by injuries 
and bounced around from team to 
team. Isringhausen, after little suc-
cess as a starter, became a “closer” 
with the Oakland Athletics follow-
ing a 1998 trade from the Mets (for 
reliever Billy Taylor). In a 16-year 
career, he amassed 300 career saves 
(including 7 in a 2011 return to the 
Mets). He pitched in 2 All-Star 
games and ranks 23rd all-time in 

career saves. Like Nolan Ryan, “Issy” 
had his great success after he left the 
Mets.

Pulsipher and Wilson were no-
where as successful as Isringhausen, 
whose career lasted 16 years. In 5 
major league seasons, Pulsipher’s 
career record was 13-19 while, in 
7 years, Wilson’s was 40-58. There 
was no Seaver or Gooden in those 
numbers.

Much can go wrong with a 
pitcher – injury (each of Generation 
K members had significant injuries 
early in their major league careers), 
unexplained and uncorrectable 
wildness, etc. Two of the most im-

pressive beginnings in major league 
history were Brooklyn Dodger Karl 
Spooner (1954 – 15 strikeouts in his 
first game and two complete game 
shutouts. His major league career 
lasted only through the next year 
and he left with a career record of 
10-6) and St. Louis Cardinal Von 
McDaniel (at 18, in his starting de-
but, he shut out the world champion 
Brooklyn Dodgers on June 21, 1957 
and won four consecutive starts, fin-
ishing with a 7-5 record. The next 
season, he became inexplicitly wild 
and never won another major league 
game). Harvey’s two-year won-loss 
record is less than Spooner’s and 

Wheeler’s starting debut, though 
impressive, was no more impressive 
than McDaniel’s. In short, there are 
no guarantees – early promise does 
not make a career.

I do not want to sound pessi-
mistic – I have been very impressed 
with Harvey and, yesterday, the 
scouting reports on Wheeler were 
certainly borne out. I hope that, to-
gether, they lead the Mets to a return 
of the glory days of the earlier great 
pitching staffs – yet, every now and 
then, the memory of Generation K 
brings in a spark of reality.
Comments and questions are welcome 
– johnmac13@gmail.com

The Miracles or “Generation K”? 

FROM THE BLEACHERS
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By MELINDA MYERS
Although June is na-
tional rose month, 
gardeners can keep 
their roses healthy and 
blooming all summer 

long. Through proper care and a few 
simple strategies both existing and 
new roses can continue to look their 
best throughout the summer mon-
ths – maximizing their beauty and 
enjoyment for all.

Water thoroughly whenever the 
top few inches of soil are crumbly 
and moist. Use soaker hoses or drip 
irrigation to apply the water directly 
to the soil where it is needed. You’ll 
lose less water to evaporation and re-
duce the risk of disease by avoiding 
overhead irrigation.

Mulch the soil surface with 
shredded leaves, evergreen needles 
or other organic matter to conserve 
moisture, suppress weeds and im-

prove the soil as they decompose.
Keep your plants blooming and 

looking their best in spite of the 
heat, humidity and pests of summer. 
Immunize your plants against com-
mon environmental stresses such as 
heat and drought, while building 
their defenses against insects and 
diseases natural defenses with an 
organic plant strengthener, such as 
JAZ™ Rose Spray ( www.gardeners.
com ). Researchers discovered when 
some plants are stressed they produ-
ce hundreds of molecules that help 
them better tolerate environmental 
stresses as well as insect and disea-
se attacks. When applied to plants 
in the form of a plant strengthener, 
the treated plants improve their own 
defenses, much like immunizations 
do for us. Gardeners will notice less 
damage from stress, better recovery, 
reduced yellow leaves, and healthier 
plants overall.

Proper fertilization will help 
keep roses healthy and producing 
lots of flowers. A soil test is the best 
way to determine how much and 
what type of fertilizer is best for ro-
ses growing in your landscape.

Check your plants throug-
hout the season for signs of insects 
and disease. Early detection makes 
control easier. Remove insects or 
infested plant parts when discove-
red. Look for the most eco-friendly 
control options when intervention is 
needed.

Enjoy your efforts and improve 

your roses appearance by harvesting 
a few rosebuds for indoor enjoy-
ment. Prune flowering stems back to 
the first 5-leaflet leaf. You can prune 
back farther on established plants, 
but be sure to always leave at least 
two 5-leaflet leaves behind on the 
plant’s stem.

Those gardening in cold clima-
tes should stop deadheading roses 
toward the end of the season. Allow 
the plants to develop rose hips. This 
helps the plants prepare for the cold 
weather ahead and increases hardi-
ness. Plus, these red to orange fruits 
provide winter food for birds as well 
as attractive winter interest in the 
garden.

And if you don’t have roses, 
make this the summer you add one 
or more of these beauties to your 
landscape.

Photo of Melinda Myers by and 
courtesy of Mark Avery.

Gardening expert, TV/radio 
host, author and columnist Melinda 
Myers has more than 30 years of hor-
ticulture experience and has written 
over 20 gardening books, including 
Can’t Miss Small Space Gardening. 
She hosts the nationally syndicated 
Melinda’s Garden Moment TV and 
radio segments and is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Myers’ web site is 
www.melindamyers.com.

Maximize and Extend the Beauty of Roses with Proper Care 
MELINDA’S GARDEN

Floribunda - Rosa ‘Brass Band’.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)
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Continued on page 12

HOUSING

By HEZI ARIS
OSSINING, NY -- 
The Village of Ossin-
ing and To Better Days 
Development, LLC, 
opened a luxury work-

force housing development at 25 State 
Street in Ossining, New York on Friday, 
June 21, 2013. A ribbon cutting cer-
emony welcomed residents and guests 
to visit the building. Mayor William R. 
Hanauer and the Village Trustees were 
joined by Peter Fine, President of To 

Better Days Development, LLC.
The building was constructed by 

To Better Days Development and is 
comprised of 50 units, including 17 
one-bedroom apartments and 33 two-
bedroom apartments. These luxury 
apartments will service households 
making $50,000 to $75,000 per year, 
which makes the units available to 
the working residents of Westchester 
County. The units were completely 
leased by March, 2013 and there is now 
an extensive waiting list.

“Expanding our housing mar-

ket has always been a top priority for 
the Village of Ossining,” said Mayor 
Hanauer. “The units at 25 State Street 
are providing safe, comfortable hous-
ing to hardworking families and indi-
viduals, which is ideal for our close-knit 
community.”

25 State Street is a newly con-
structed building with luxury finishes 
from top to bottom with state of the 
art amenities including a top of the 
line fitness center, screening room with 
surround sound, children’s playroom 
stocked with toys and books and a 

resident lounge with kitchen. The most 
desirable amenity is the spacious land-
scaped rooftop terrace with sweeping 
views over-looking the Hudson River. 
Each residence includes oak hardwood 
flooring, stone countertops, stainless 
steel appliances, ceramic tile bathrooms 
and spacious walk in closets. The resi-
dences also include the unique features 
of a stackable a washer and dryer in 
each unit as well as an individual heat-

ing and air conditioning system.
“Workforce housing has been in 

high demand for the last several years 
and there is still a huge demand for this 
type of housing” said Mr. Fine. “People 
incorrectly assume that affordable 
housing is low in quality, but that is def-
initely not the case at 25 State Street. 
We worked very hard with the Village 
of Ossining, Westchester County and 
New York State to develop and build a 
project of this quality”.

Luxury Workforce Housing Complex Opens in Ossining

HOUSING

By RICH MONETTI
As part of a nation-
wide Federal housing 
settlement, towns and 
municipalities are sup-
posed to take good faith 

efforts to develop and implement af-
fordable workforce housing in their 
communities. On Route 6 in Somers, 
the owner of the National GolfWorx 
Driving Range has the approval of the 
Somers Planning Board to construct 
70 units - of which half will be afford-
able. It would seem the initiative leaves 
the town in prime position to follow 
through for its part of the agreement. 
Instead, the Somers Town Board re-
mains literally at a loss for words, while 
pocketing $4 Million of the county’s 
money for the purchase of the Angle 

Fly Preserve. The same goes for the 
vote that could move the process for-
ward, according to Affordable Housing 
Chair, Barry Singer.

Waiting specifically on a zoning 
amendment, the Board has met public 
comment over the last three meetings 
with a silence that amounts to what 
Singer describes as a “pocket veto.” 
“They should have been ready to have 
a vote,” advised Singer, “and they have 
just refused to take this up”, he added.

The zoning change involves de-
creasing the commercial footprint 
for this particular proposal. A request 
Singer believes is reasonable given the 
current economic climate. “Nobody in 
this market wants to develop commer-
cial space,” he noted.

A situation that he believes is 
demonstrated by the numerous vacan-

cies at the Route 6 Shopping Center 
and all the space available elsewhere 
for business use. At the same time, new 
businesses don’t come with the same 
guarantees to the town coffers like 70 
new units would. “This project would 
substantially increase the tax base,” he 
stressed.

Added to that, the lack of any sub-
stantial public opposition leaves Singer 
perplexed by Supervisor Mary Beth 
Murphy’s inaction. “I have no idea 
what’s on her mind,” he shared.

On the other hand, he’s not afraid 
to speculate – especially based on a 
previous affordable workforce housing 
proposal at the Somers Town Shop-
ping Center on 202. “She was very re-
sistant,” says Singer, but that same land 
parcel is currently receiving some very 
friendly attention now that it involves 
market rate housing and a grocery 
store”, he added.

Otherwise, the town believes the 
public comment portion of each town 
board meeting does not provide the 
proper venue for discussion. Singer 
disagrees and goes a bit further. “I think 
it’s illegal because the town has entered 
into this agreement with the county,” 
he asserted.

Of course, in between the lines he 
believes the board’s silence is a reflec-
tion of a popular misconception that 
fuels fears of troublesome new neigh-
bors from less than desirable places. “It’s 
ridiculous,” he said.

Part of that concern probably aris-
es out of the broad geographic market-
ing of affordable housing units into the 
nine adjoining counties, including New 

Affordable Housing Complex on Hold as Somers 
Supervisor and Town Board Remain Silent

National GolfWorx –Golf Range Recreational Center.
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Angle Fly Preserve. The Mews at Baldwin Place.

York City. That said, he points to “The 
Mews” Planned Hamlet in Baldwin 
Place, where a lottery system and inter-
view process have filled the halls of this 
senior affordable housing unit. “They 
were all people who had some connec-
tion to the town of Somers,” he said.

He doesn’t have any reason to be-
lieve it would be any different for work-
force housing, but all the politics and 
generalizations aside, the numbers add 
up in terms of the town’s overall well-
being. Meaning EMT’s, firefighters 
and other essential volunteers cannot 
afford to live here.

The town is then left in jeopardy of 
losing those dedicated residents to the 
communities they live in. Additionally, 
non-compliance with the settlement 
puts the town at risk of having to pay 
back two of the $4 Million granted for 
Angle Fly.

Either way, Singer and the vocal 
support of the League of Women Vot-
ers plan to attend the next Town Board 
meeting. Their hope in the very least is 
that the respect of a two-way conversa-
tion ensues.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

Continued from page 11
Affordable Housing Complex on Hold as Somers Supervisor and Town Board Remain Silent

Syria and Egypt Can’t Be Fixed
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By DAVID P. GOLDMAN
Syria and Egypt are 
dying. They were dying 
before the Syrian civil 
war broke out and be-
fore the Muslim Broth-

erhood took power in Cairo. Syria has 
an insoluble civil war and Egypt has an 
insoluble crisis because they are dying. 
They are dying because they chose not 
to do what China did: move the better 
part of a billion people from rural back-
wardness to a modern urban economy 
within a generation. Mexico would 
have died as well, without the option to 
send its rural poor - fully one-fifth of its 
population - to the United States.

It was obvious to anyone who 
troubled to examine the data that 
Egypt could not maintain a bottom-
less pit in its balance of payments, cre-
ated by a 50% dependency on imported 
food, not to mention an energy bill fed 
by subsidies that consumed a quarter of 
the national budget. It was obvious to 
Israeli analysts that the Syrian regime’s 
belated attempt to modernize its ag-
ricultural sector would create a crisis 

as hundreds of thousands of displaced 
farmers gathered in slums on the out-
skirts of its cities. These facts were in 
evidence early in 2011 when Hosni 
Mubarak fell and the Syrian rebellion 
broke out. Paul Rivlin of Israel’s Moshe 
Dayan Center published a devastating 
profile of Syria’s economic failure in 
April 2011.

Sometimes countries dig them-
selves into a hole from which they can-
not extricate themselves. Third World 
dictators typically keep their rural 
population poor, isolated and illiterate, 
the better to maintain control. That 
was the policy of Mexico’s Institutional 
Revolutionary Party from the 1930s, 
which warehoused the rural poor in 
Stalin-modeled collective farms called 
ejidos occupying most of the national 
territory. That was also the intent of the 
Arab nationalist dictatorships in Egypt 
and Syria. The policy worked until it 
didn’t. In Mexico, it stopped working 
during the debt crisis of the early 1980s, 
and Mexico’s poor became America’s 
problem. In Egypt and Syria, it stopped 
working in 2011. There is nowhere for 

Egyptians and Syrians to go.
It is cheap to assuage Western 

consciences by sending some surplus 
arms to the Syrian Sunnis. No-one 
has proposed a way to find the more 
than US$20 billion a year that Egypt 
requires to stay afloat. In June 2011, 
then French president Nicholas Sar-
kozy talked about a Group of Eight 
support program of that order of mag-
nitude. No Western (or Gulf State) 
government, though, is willing to pour 
that sort of money down an Egyptian 
sinkhole.

Egypt remains a pre-modern so-
ciety, with nearly 50% illiteracy, a 30% 
rate of consanguineal marriage, a 90% 
rate of female genital mutilation, and 
an un- or underemployment rate over 
40%. Syria has neither enough oil nor 
water to maintain the bazaar economy 
dominated by the Assad family.

Both were disasters waiting to 
happen. Economics, to be sure, set the 
stage but did not give the cues: Syria’s 
radical Sunnis revolted in part out of 
enthusiasm for the ascendancy of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and 
partly in fear of Iran’s ambition to foster 
Shi’ite ascendancy in the region.

It took nearly two years for the 
chattering classes to take stock of 

Egypt’s economic disaster. The New 
York Times’ Thomas Friedman, the 
benchmark for liberal opinion on for-
eign policy, gushed like an adolescent 
about the tech-savvy activists of Tah-
rir Square in early 2011. Last week he 
visited a Cairo bakery and watched 
the Egyptian poor jostling for sub-
sidized bread. Some left hungry. As 
malnutrition afflicts roughly a quarter 
of Egyptians in the World Health Or-
ganization’s estimate, and the Muslim 
Brotherhood government waits for 
a bumper wheat crop that never will 
come, Egypt is slowly dying. Emergen-
cy loans from Qatar and Libya slowed 
the national necrosis but did not stop it.

This background lends an air of 
absurdity to the present debate over 
whether the West should arm Syria’s 
Sunni rebels. American hawks like 
Senators John McCain and Lindsey 
Graham, to be sure, argue for send-
ing arms to the Sunnis because they 
think it politically unwise to propose 
an attack on the Assad regime’s mas-
ter, namely Iran. The Obama admin-
istration has agreed to arm the Sunnis 
because it costs nothing to pre-empt 
Republican criticism. We have a rep-
etition of the “dumb and dumber” 
consensus that prevailed during early 

2011, when the Republican hawks 
called for intervention in Libya and the 
Obama administration obliged. Call it 
the foreign policy version of the sequel, 
“Dumb and Dumberer”.

Even if the Sunnis could eject 
the Assad family from Damascus and 
establish a new government - which I 
doubt - the best case scenario would be 
another Egypt: a Muslim Brotherhood 
government presiding over a collapsed 
economy and sliding inevitably towards 
state failure. It is too late even for this 
kind of arrangement. Equalizing the 
military position of the two sides will 
merely increase the body count. The 
only humane thing to do is to partition 
the country on the Yugoslav model, 
but that does not appear to be on the 
agenda of any government.

First published in Asia Times on 
June 17, 2013. http:/www.meforum.
org/3535/Syria-egypt-economy

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/
Middle_East/MID-01-170613.html
David P. Goldman is an associate fellow at 
the Middle East Forum, and the author of 
How Civilizations Die (and Why Islam 
Is Dying, Too) and the essay collection It’s 
Not the End of the World, It’s Just the End 
of You.

LIFE

By BOB MARRONE
Regular readers of this 
column have likely 
concluded that I have 
an issue with death. 

Ironically, my “issue” is the same one 
that motivates my love of life. After 
all, in a free market, perishable, rare 
things have great value. Moreover, 
for us agnostics, the word perishable 

means lost for eternity, gone, kaput. 
As a true lover of life, and the pre-
dicament we humans find ourselves 
in, I have come to appreciate just how 
few things about people are black and 
white, as in all good or all bad. We are, 
to coin a title, complicated.

The recent death of actor James 

Gandolfini set off more light bulbs 
in my small brain than you will find 
at your average ballpark for a night 
game. His relatively young age, larger 
than life presence, talent and, most 
of all, the complicated character he 
played, screams for attention to be 
paid.

It’s funny, really, but there are 
people in your life, who for whatever 
reason, give off a life force, a dyna-
mism, that makes you feel that they 
are impervious to death. They give off 
an energy that says I am bigger than 
death, or at least wily enough to keep 

HOUSING

It’s Complicated
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LIFE

it at bay for a long time. Gandolfini, 
though his character, Tony Soprano, 
and his own personal humanity which 
his role did not obscure, did that. In 
some way, his depth, texture, and so-
phistication remind us of what is best 
and particularly special about us hu-
mans. When such people die so sud-
denly and seemingly at the height of 
their powers, it is a painful reminder of 
just how capricious life is. Our sense 
of fair play is knocked just a little bit 
askew. For even though we know deep 
down that death does not play favor-
ites, a honest childlike part of us des-
perately wants to believe it should.

Before James Gandolfini, there 

was the great French writer/philoso-
pher, Albert Camus, whose life ended 
abruptly while taking a turn too fast. 
He was 47. More recently, the great 
non-fiction writer and historian, 
David Halberstam, lost his life in an 
ordinary T-bone car accident. Jour-
nalist Tim Russert, at once kind and 
ferocious, died suddenly a few short 
years ago from a massive heart attack 
while preparing to deliver a voiceover 
in his television studio. Another bear 
of a man, iconic film maker Stanley 
Kubrick, also succumbed to sudden 
cardiac arrest before his last movie was 
ever shown. Their deaths force us to 
turn our heads to stare into the face of 
what we know, but ignore for our own 
sanity. Like Shakespeare said, “We are 
such stuff as dream are made of.” Our 
essence seems to be the most fragile 

wisp of thought and experience that, 
when we die, drifts away into noth-
ingness, like the morning mist. Yet 
that very temporary essence manifests 
a wonderful being of love, courage, 
creativity and vulnerability, our most 
precious human traits.

Our humanity is what brings us 
back to Gandolfini and his character 
Tony Soprano. For years upon years, 
the formula for successful TV story 
telling meant clearly indentifying the 
good guys from the bad guys. Charac-
ters wore white hats or black fedoras. 
This began to change a bit with the 
JR character from Dallas, played by 
the late Larry Hagman. But James 
Gandolfini brought it to another level. 
His Tony Soprano was a greedy, brutal 
and selfish gangster, who also was mo-
tivated by his love for his family and 

his skewed sense of right and wrong. 
Most of the time, it was hard not to 
root for him. This was achieved by his 
extraordinary acting skill at showing 
the anguish and contradictions we all 
feel trying to balance family and work, 
or trying to do what we think is right 
and while surviving at the same time. 
The scenes with his shrink opened a 
door to his sensitive, if troubled and 
wrong-headed, inner life. In some 
ways, making Tony Soprano a mob-
ster enabled the writers to tell an all-
too-human and complex story using 
the vivid contrast of a character acting 
out the things the rest of us feel but 
don’t do. Tony Soprano was the flawed 
human in all of us; complex, tortured 
and trying to survive.

This is not an apology for the 
gagster life. It is my admiration for a 

piece of art, as created by writer David 
Chase and the soulful acting of Gand-
ofini, that captured the dichotomy of 
human behavior though the metaphor 
of the mob life.

And as TV itself goes, if you have 
not watched the Sopranos, you might 
want to rent the series. If you are, instead, 
fans of Jon Hamm’s Don Draper in 
Mad Men, or Michael C. Hall’s Dexter 
Moran in Dexter, you have Tony So-
prano to thank. His character paved the 
way for leading men who really looked 
and behaved like the rest of us.

Goodbye, James Gandolfini. 
Thank you for reminding me how 
complex and wonderful it is to be hu-
man, as well as how fleeting is this life.
Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer for The Westchester Guardian.

Continued from page 12

It’s Complicated

This three CD box set took decades 
to come to fruition as missing tape 
reels were recently found and shipped 
to the Dead’s current archivist David 
Lemieux. That being said these two sets 
are fully compiled here where it is said 
that this could be the first time these 
shows were listened to (from beginning 
to end) since they were last heard live in 
the original concert halls four decades 
plus ago.

Disc one and approximately half of 
disc two comprise the 1970 show with 
the remainder disc and a half from the 
’69 set making it chronologically back-
wards. Furthermore the ‘69 play-list has 
been rearranged to accommodate the 
lengthy jams; which is appreciated but 
a bit odd. While these two shows were 
performed within forty-five days apart, 
there is one band lineup change as Tom 
Constanten left the band not long after 
the ’69 show

The 1970 set highlights include a 
spirited cover of Otis Redding’s “Hard 
to Handle” with Ron “Pigpen” McKer-
nan in charge of the vocal chores. But of 
course it’s the jams that always standout 
for the Dead. The first jam is a gorgeous 
and melodic “Dark Star” that goes 
through splendid and intense playing 
for over twenty minutes that finally 
becomes “St. Stephen” and soon surges 
into the somewhat rarely performed 
“Mason’s Children.” The packaging 

shows that “Good Lovin’” and “Uncle 
John’s Band.” are also segued but that’s 
a stretch as there’s a brief break at the 
end of “Good Lovin.’” That being said 
the “Good Lovin” (again with Pigpen 
as their vocal leader) albeit short, is a 
good one, but I wasn’t awe-struck with 
the “Uncle John’s Band.” The set con-
cludes with a hot (Pigpen again) “Turn 
On Your Lovelight” (14:06) that briefly 
turns into “Not Fade Away” (1:20) 
back to reprise “Lovelight.” I’m guess-
ing that the encore was “We Bid You 
Goodnight” which is anticlimactic, and 
I guess you had to be there to truly ap-
preciate it.

The altered set-list from the ’69 
show opens with another long “Dark 
Star” that starts calmly and later inten-
sifies; again the band segues to “St. Ste-
phen” but this time instead of “Mason’s 
Children” they roll into the more typi-
cal “The Eleven” which works better 
here and jam (in total) clocks in at over 
thirty minutes. Disc two closes with 
Garcia’s “New Speedway Boogie” it’s 
not memorable and includes some hor-
rific background howls from Bob Weir. 
The third CD starts with a ridiculously 
long “Turn On Your Lovelight” (35:15) 
that shouldn’t be aired on commercial 
radio as Pigpen uses both the “f ” and 
“c” words, and it just rambles on for 
far too long. From the liner notes this 
“Lovelight” I suspect ended the night, 

but I would have been long gone had 
I been there. The remainder of this disc 
includes another (standalone) “Mason’s 
Children” that’s just okay, a pretty hot 
“China Cat Sunflower/I Know You 
Rider,” a very lame “High Time,” a 
spirited cover of Mamas and Papas 
John Phillips “Me and My Uncle,” an-
other strong “Hard to Handle,” and a 
forgettable “Cumberland Blues.” All of 
which probably were performed from 
the beginning of the show.

Listening to the ’69 show; it’s un-
derstandable to me why Constanten 
left the band, he’s obviously not a good 
fit nor is he soulful keyboard player. Pig-
pen took Constanten’s place on organ 
for the ’70 show, but while he’s far more 
soulful, Pigpen is not very creative, and 
his organ seems to be purposely edited 
far behind the entire music mix. Long 
story short; if you’d like a flashback 
glimpse of the Dead’s near beginnings 
this “Dave’s Picks Vol.6” is interesting to 
own and listen to. But understand that 
they were still an evolving band that 
hadn’t yet fully coalesced. This brings 
me to my final observation. Late in 
’71 (approximately one year after these 
shows were recorded) Keith Godchaux 
was inserted into the Dead’s keyboard 
seat. In my opinion Godchaux was the 
needed genetic-missing link that added 
so much elasticity and fluidity to their 
music allowing the founding members 

to elevate their craft. For references 
checkout other Rhino Grateful Dead 
releases from 1971 until around ’76.

Note: This release sold out before 
the shipping date, but authorized cop-
ies are readily available at internet out-
lets like www.Amazon.com and www.
Ebay.com.

Bob Putignano www.Soundsof-
Blue.com. Now celebrating 13 + years 

on the air at WFDU - http://wfdu.fm. 
24x7 On Demand Radio: http://wfdu.
streamrewind.com/show/profile/11 , 
WFDU’s Sounds of Blue is the most 
pledged to program for 5 consecutive 
years. Senior Contributing Editor to: 
http://www.Bluesrevue.com , http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Grateful Dead “Dave’s Picks Vol. 6”
www.Dead.net – www.Rhino.com
2 shows on 3 CD’s: Limited edition of 13,000 copies
Fox Theater, St. Louis, MO. 2/2/70 • Fillmore Auditorium, San Francisco, CA. 12/20/69
* Bonus disc – 12/21/69: For annual subscribers only
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By BOB WEIR
Have you ever been 
the victim of a mali-
cious rumor? One of 
the most insidious 
methods of damaging 

someone’s reputation is by the spread-
ing of fallacious gossip. Whether it’s 
used to impugn the character of neigh-
bor, a co-worker, or to misrepresent the 
views of a political candidate, one thing 
is certain, a rumor can be difficult to 
defend against because many people 
enjoy hearing the worst about others. 
In addition, the person who was the 
target of the rumor will likely spend a 
considerable amount of time trying to 
refute something that has no basis in 
fact. In Shakespeare’s tragedy, “Othel-
lo,” the villain, Iago, was so skilled in 
the use of rumors that he was able to 
convince the Moor that his lovely wife 
Desdemona was guilty of infidelity. 
With his mind twisted by the cunning 
use of innuendo, Othello smothered 
his faithful wife to death. Not all ru-

mors lead to homicide, but, depending 
on the salaciousness of the gossip, it can 
cause its victims to spend an inordinate 
amount of time resurrecting their good 
reputations.

Sometimes, the rumor takes the 
form of a false investigation from a law-
enforcement agency with an agenda 
that may be more political than judicial. 
For example, suppose you were a can-
didate for public office, or an elected 
official, and someone started the rumor 
that you were being investigated by the 
FBI, or some other justice agency. Sup-
pose further that you were not notified 
that an investigation was underway, but 
friends and associates of yours were se-
cretly being questioned by said agency. 
When word got back to you about this 
alleged probe, it’s very likely that you’d 
be outraged that such a clandestine 
operation was effectively undermining 
your authority. Yet, inasmuch as you 
haven’t been informed of the surrepti-
tious inquiry, how would you go about 
defending against it? Essentially, you’d 
be in the position of a defendant that 

has not been charged with a crime. 
Therefore, while these “investigators” 
are interrogating people you know and 
telling them to refrain from any com-
munication with you, it might be too 
late to salvage your good name, even if 
no prosecution ever occurs.

The great author and humorist 
Mark Twain said, “A lie can travel half-
way around the world before the truth 
can get its shoes on.” And that’s basi-
cally what a rumor is, a lie seeking justi-
fication for its existence. John hears that 
Jim is being investigated by the District 
Attorney, so he tells Jane, who tells Sal-
ly, who tells….. And, before you can say 
character assassination, Jim becomes 
a pariah to all who know him. Now, 
imagine if Jim is an elected official with 
the responsibility to enforce the laws of 
his jurisdiction. How can he be effective 
at his job if these rumors of his “crimi-
nality” or “malfeasance” or whatever, is 
circulating through his department and 
possibly through the public domain? If 
Jim’s authority as a law-enforcement 
officer is damaged, while a sham in-

vestigation is being conducted, we all 
suffer. Just the fact that some outfit can 
go on an exploratory probe, questioning 
people with impunity, while not direct-
ing their allegations to the subject of the 
inquiry, or making a public statement 
to that effect, is an example of an outfit 
out of control and one that needs to be 
investigated to determine the legality 
and integrity of its methods.

The way I look at is, if you have 
evidence against someone you should 
make the charges, not call their friends 
and associates, persuade them to an-
swer questions, and by doing so, cause 
suspicion about the subject of your 
covert interrogation. What type of 
person uses their official authority to 
harass citizens with intimidation tac-
tics designed to stumble on something 
that might be sufficiently distorted to 
make their case? The answer may be 
found in the archetypal machinations 
of political chicanery. Maybe there’s a 
former opponent who lost an election, 
but is unable to deal with it. Perhaps it’s 
a political party that has become embit-
tered because their favorite candidate 
lost, and the winner eschewed any help 
from the “powers that be.” In my not so 

humble opinion, those who would en-
gage in such Machiavellian maneuvers 
are substantially more corrupt than the 
people they have the unmitigated gall 
to investigate. When these unsubstan-
tiated accusations arrive at a dead end, 
how does the maligned person get 
justice? Possibly by public condemna-
tion of the people and the organization 
they represent. At a time in our history 
when the federal government seems to 
be capable of running amok over our 
liberties, it’s important for the press to 
keep an eye peeled for abuses of power 
at every level.

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years 
with the New York Police Dept. 
(NYPD), ten of which were performed 
in plainclothes undercover assignments. 
Bob began a writing career about 12 
years ago and had his first book pub-
lished in 1999. Bob went on to write 
and publish a total of seven novels, 
“Murder in Black and White,” “City 
to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s 
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories 
of Life and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” 
He also became a syndicated columnist 
under the title “Weir Only Human.”

Defending Against Abuse of Power
 WEIR ONLY HUMAN

Not All Bad!
By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
After years of generally 
ignoring the possible 
impact of technology on 
jobs (despite the warn-
ing of Robert Reich, 

some academics, and this writer), 
there has recently been a focus on it in 
such disparate publications as MIT’s 
‘Technology Journal’ (Erik Brynjolfs-
son’s “How Technology is Destroying 
Jobs” (http://www.technologyreview.
com/featuredstory/515926/how-
technology-is-destroying-jobs/) and 
“Mother Jones” (Kevin Drum’s article 
in the May / June 2013 issue , “Wel-
come, Robot Overlords. Please Don’t 
Fire Us” (http://www.motherjones.
com/media/2013/05/robots-artifi-
cial-intelligence-jobs-automation)), 
“TED” talks earlier this year (such 
as those from MIT economists An-
drew McAfee (http://video.ted.com/
talk/podcast/2013/None/AndrewM-
cAfee_2013.mp4) and Brynjolfsson 
(http://blog.ted.com/2013/02/26/
race-with-the-machines-erik-bryn-
jolfsson-at-ted2013/) , and books 
such as Brynjolfsson and McAfee’s 
“Race Against The Machine” (http://
www.amazon.com/Race-Against-

Machine-Accelerating-Productivity/
dp/0984725113).

Much of the writing and 
presentations are generally optimistic 
with automation taking over the boring 
and mundane jobs and granting the 
overall society greater leisure and more 
satisfying work. They do, however, 
predict a difficult transition period 
and base their optimism on our society 
implementing significant political, 
economic, and educational changes.

While I generally agree with the 
analysis of Drum, Brynjolfsson and 
McAfee and with Reich’s constant 
admonition that our political leaders 
are ignoring this issue (in our presently 
dysfunctional government, we can’t 
even cope with short-term problems -- 
never mind those which require long-
range planning), I feel that most also 
overlook the short term opportunities 
that the advances in both Robotics and 
Cloud / Big Data bring to future job 
seekers.

One of the things the pundits 
quoted above agree on is that robots 
will be taking over the manual work 
done in factories and offices. Assuming 
that they are right -- and I feel that 
they are; the only thing in question 
is the timetable -- it will make little 
sense to keep manufacturing in Asia. 
Once robot factories are built, there 

is little reason to bear the charges of 
transporting finished products to the 
US. Additionally, there is real domestic 
pressure on US companies (Apple is an 
example) to not do business with Asian 
firms that are obviously exploiting 
workers (long hours, very low wages, no 
benefits, unsafe conditions). It seems to 
me, when robot factories are a reality, 
that the manufacturing “comes home.”

A return of the process will not 
mean increased manufacturing jobs -- 
the jobs lost to low-priced labor in Asia 
are gone, never to return. What it would 
mean, though, are construction jobs to 
build new factories or recondition old 
ones, high-level maintenance jobs to 
service the robot technology, and even 
higher level jobs as designers, computer 
scientists and engineers to develop 
newer and better robot technologies. As 
the technology evolves and continues 
to increase productivity, consumer 
prices might even decrease.

There are also many job 
opportunities that are being created in 
the burgeoning world of “Big Data” 
/ “Cloud Computing” -- and they 
do not all require a computer science 
background (although many do). Some 
of the job areas that come to mind are:

Engineers -- to design the bigger 
and faster storage systems required 
to store the geometrically expanding 

amount of data being collected.
Database (Warehouse) Designers 

-- to provide rapid lookup algorithms 
and new and faster complex query 
relational tools.

Network and Communications 
Engineers -- to constantly improve 
access time and network speed as more 
and more individuals and businesses 
utilize the services.

Applications Analysts -- people 
who understand the needs of the 
individuals or businesses to utilize 
the data. These individuals are not 
necessarily (or even usually) computer 
professionals but are business analysts 
with particular knowledge of the needs 
of the individual or business.

In relation to the last point, the 
development of methods of creating 
uses for the volumes of data being 
accumulated, Christopher Steiner, 
in his 2012 book, “Automate This: 
How Algorithms Came To Rule Our 
World,” wrote “As our world shifts from 
one where humans have made all of the 
important decisions to one in which 
we share that role with algorithms, the 
value of superior intellect has increased 
at a compounding rate. Software and 
computer code can now easily amplify 
the power of a small group of dynamic 
minds, increasing their potential value 
to society. These are the minds that are 

changing life on earth, making critical 
decisions, from driving cars to trading 
stocks to choosing what personalities 
belong in a computer, out of the hands 
of humans and putting them into the 
hands of bots.” (Author’s note -- a “bot” 
is an algorithm, a software robot).

The people to whom Steiner refers 
are not computer people (or they may 
be); they are rather the people who 
design the requirements for the bot or 
app.

There is also a whole new title 
for this field – “Data Science,” well 
described in a New York Times 
article, “Data Science: The Numbers 
of Our Lives” (http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/04/14/education/edlife/
universities-offer-courses-in-a-hot-
new-field-data-science.html). In the 
article, the author, Claire Cain Miller, 
quotes the Harvard Business Review 
as describing Data Science as “the 
sexiest job in the 21st century” and she 
goes on to say “by most accounts this 
hot new field promises to revolutionize 
industries from business to government, 
health care to academia.”

Miller’s description of the new 
field – “The field has been spawned 
by the enormous amounts of data 
that modern technologies create — 
be it the online behavior of Facebook 

TECHNOLOGY  CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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By JOHN SIMON
J. B. Priestley (1894-
1940) was an outstand-
ing British novelist and 
playwright; hard to say 
for which he is more re-

membered. His plays still get produced, 
but certainly not all fifty of them. He 
also wrote worthwhile nonfiction, in-
cluding criticism. He is especially asso-
ciated with plays about the mystery of 
time, often involving the supernatural; 
but his lesser-known play “Cornelius,” 
now revived at the 59E59 Theaters is 
different: a comedy-drama about a fail-
ing firm, Briggs and Murrison, in its 
last days before going out of business. 
It all takes place in their old-fashioned 
London offices in 1935, with Britain, if 
not the world, in the grips of economic 
crisis.

Briggs is long dead, Murrison has 
become somewhat unstable mentally, 
and the new partner is Jim Cornelius, 
a slightly flighty but ever so charming 
optimist, trying cavalierly to make ends 
meet before meeting the end. B&M 

has been importing foreign aluminum 
for sale around Britain, but the price 
has gone way up, what with the Pound 

no longer as Sterling as before, and 
creditors losing their patience.

There is office combustibility. 
Amiable Cornelius has become inter-
mittently distraught, and particularly 
unsympathetic to characters coming 

around to peddle unsolicited wares, 
even when the salesman is a starving 
ex-officer or a pathetic old man. A 
pretty cosmetics saleswoman is driven 
out of the office by the secretary, Miss 
Porrin, an overofficious spinster secretly 

in love with Cornelius.
There is also the office boy, Law-

rence, age 19, eager to switch to a wire-
less or gramophone or other modern 
business, plus the elderly Biddle, the 
faithful accountant with a passion for 
numbers, treating them as close friends, 
each with a different personality. There 
are also a chatty cleaning woman, a 
meddlesome landlord’s niece, and sun-
dry demanding creditors, as a whole 
world, not just of commerce, is tidily 
evoked.

The female lead is young Judy 
Evison, who pops up to pinch hit for 
her elder sister, a secretary typist who 
absconded to Newcastle to look after a 
gravely ill husband of whom the office 
was not even informed. Judy is a some-
what cheeky beauty, canny beyond her 
years, for whom the fiftyish Cornelius 
falls, with her not entirely unresponsive, 
even though engaged to one of Corne-
lius’s suppliers, his bête noire.

Priestley spins a jaunty, sassy tale of 

office politics and differing responses to 
impending bankruptcy, with Murrison, 
away up North most of the play, trying 
unsuccessfully to drum up trade for 
B&M. There is even a touch of tragedy 
along with the lively proceedings, and a 

delightfully madcap ending.
The production, chiefly by Britain’s 

small but distinguished Finborough 
Theatre, is noteworthy for excellent 
acting and fine direction by Sam Yates. 
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users, tissue samples of cancer patients, 
purchasing habits of grocery shoppers 
or crime statistics of cities. Data 
scientists are the magicians of the Big 
Data era. They crunch the data, use 
mathematical models to analyze it 
and create narratives or visualizations 
to explain it, then suggest how to use 
the information to make decisions.” 

– is right on target and her judgment 
on the importance of this field is 
bolstered by the fact that our leading 
academic institutions are offering 
whole programs and individual courses 
in this area – “In the fall, Columbia 
will offer new master’s and certificate 
programs heavy on data. The University 
of San Francisco will soon graduate its 
charter class of students with a master’s 
in analytics. Other institutions teaching 
data science include New York 
University, Stanford, Northwestern, 
George Mason, Syracuse, University 

of California at Irvine and Indiana 
University.”

I signed up for a Stanford course 
in Data Science offered free through 
Coursera (a terrific online resource -- 
https://www.coursera.org/) but this one 
would have required me to work with 
“R,” a programming scripting language, 
to manipulate the data – and it would 
have required more time than I was 
able to commit to master the language 
-- so I did nor pursue the course (that is 
one of the biggest problems with online 
courses, btw – I have both taught them 

and taken them – to make the time 
available to do the necessary work for 
the course).

To sum up, there are and will be 
new jobs available as a result of new 
technologic innovation. We do not 
have to wait for the politicians and 
economists to wake up and deal with 
the crashing impact of the technology 
on jobs to remain employable – but 
it will require hard work and re-
education. We mist also demand that 
the aforementioned politicians and 
economists address the issue. If they do 

not, we may stay prosperous but family, 
friends, and neighbors may not.
Creative Disruption is a continuing 
series examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world 
around us. These changers normally 
happen under our personal radar until 
we find that the world as we knew it is 
no more.
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com.

Not All Bad!
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Alan Cox, Robin Browne, Beverly Klein, Andrew Fallaize, and Simon Rhodes in 
Cornelius.

Alan Cox and Simon Rhodes in Cornelius.
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By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON
Anyone who 
has driven a car 

on sheet ice knows the feeling.
You hit the gas pedal, and the 

wheels spin faster and faster, but the 
rear of the car is sliding sideways and 
there is no forward progress at all. At 
that point, most motorists know they 
are in trouble.

Unless, of course, sliding sideways 
is what you intend to do.

At that point, it is called drifting 
and, if one is good at it, he can make 
a car go down a track sideways at more 
than 100 miles per hour, shoot straight 
through a curve and slide out the other 

side. And if one is really good at it, he 
or she can turn professional, guiding a 
roaring racing drifter nearly sideways 
down a track a couple of inches away 
from another sidewinding machine 
and wheel them around each other like 

SHIFTING GEARS

Just Drifting: A Japanese Import
Roaring on American Race Tracks

Alan Cox, the Cornelius, is a veri-
table treasure, an olden-style swagger-
ing leading man, who brazenly treats 
his speeches as so many milch cows, 
squeezing every smidgen of drollery 
out of them while holding us like putty 
between his crafty palms.

As Judy, Emily Barker is as attrac-
tive to the rest of us as she is to Cor-
nelius, handling problems as niftily as 
she does her shorthand notebook and 
typewriter. Alex Bertram is a shade less 
winning as her boyfriend, Eric Shef-
ford, but then who wouldn’t be? Pan-
dora Colin is touching as the zealous 
and jealous Miss Porrin, and David 
Ellis is exemplary as the restive office 
boy. Jamie Newall is convincing as the 

disintegrating Murrison. Impeccable, 
too, is Col Farrell, as the devoted ac-
countant Biddle, quirky but loyal, in a 
spectacularly understated but endear-
ing performance.

Designer David Woodhead and 
lighting man Howard Hudson are 
similarly flawless, and composer Alex 
Baranowski has contributed discreet 
but suggestive music. I am sorry to have 
been unable to review this sooner, but 
if you can catch it in its small theater 
before it closes on June 30, I urge you to 
make every effort to do so.

Photos of Cornelius by and cour-
tesy of Carol Rosegg ©.

59E59 Theaters, 59 East 59th 
Street, between Madison and Park Av-
enue, New York, NY 10022 – Tickets: 

(212) 279-4200 or (212) 753-5959, ext. 
102 – direct email to: tickets@59E59.org.

An even smaller theater is La 
MaMa, where Oran Safdie’s “False 
Solution” is showing. Anton Seligman 
is a world-famous American architect, 
and Linda Johansson his sexy, first-year 
architecture student intern. Seligman 
has been chosen to design a Holocaust 
memorial in a notoriously anti-Semitic 
Polish town, and Linda is his admiring 
but not uncritical student assistant.

The 75-minute play on an worth-
while subject is primarily a debate 
about the form such a memorial should 
appropriately take, with the precocious 
Linda a not unworthy challenger of the 
architect as well as respectful support. 
Seligman is a divorced and remarried 
paterfamilias, and perhaps a bit of a 
womanizer as well. Gutsy Linda, twen-
ty, is mighty attractive, and not without 
plausible ideas of her own. The architect 
is strongly drawn to her, to which she is 
by no means wholly unresponsive.

Whatever good things could 
have been done with this material, 
Safdie is not up to them. A Canadian 
of seemingly Israeli birth, who for a 
while studied architecture at Colum-
bia University, his English is rather 
too wobbly for comfort. Idioms are 
stumbled over, words misunderstood or 
twisted in pursuit of originality, syntax 
and grammar often given short shrift. 
Worse, though, are long, stiff speeches 
that sound copied out of textbooks and 
are delivered in a studied, rote manner 
hardly conversational.

Still, Safdie’s numerous plays have 

been mounted in widely varied venues, 
though without inducing me to sup-
pose them any more fluently natural. 
He has, however, directed decently 
enough, and Sean Haberle’s Seligman 
is vaguely credible, if not especially 
creditable. But pretty Christy McIn-
tosh’s Linda is a real problem.

The somewhat effortful actress 
speaks like many, if not most, young 
girls of today in a manner conspicuous 
but hard to describe. It sounds like a 
blend of Valley Girl, Chinese-Amer-
ican, and goofily anserine, and seems 
to originate as much in puffy cheeks 
as teased vocal cords. This “girlspeak” 
comes across part saucy, part benighted, 
and Ms. McIntosh practices it in a 
manner that no amount of good looks 
can wholly redeem.

Photo of False Solution by and 
courtesy of Carol Rosegg ©.

La MaMa E.T.C. First Floor 
Theater, 74A East 4th Street, between 
Bowery and 2nd Avenue, New York, 
NY 10003 - http://www.lamama.org - 
Tickets are also available by telephone: 
(212) 475-7710.

New York NY 10036
John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloom-
berg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, Har-
vard University, Bard College and Mary-
mount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.

Older Men, Younger Women
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Pandora Colin, Alan Cox, and Alex Bartram in Cornelius.

Sean Haberle and Christy McIntosh in False Solution.
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SHIFTING GEARS

very big spitting cats.
Anyone who has ever seen the 

equivalent of the automotive ballet 
employed in televised automotive ads 
with sleek new cars sliding in and out 
of each other like a choreographed bal-
let, or sat through any of the Fast and 
Furious movies, is familiar with drift-
ing. It’s a street sport variation on drag 
racing which originated in Asia and in 
the last decade has caught on with the 
drag strip crowd.

“The sport started in Japan where 
this was done as an exhibition of speed 
and car control,” said Richard Kulach 
of Nissan Motor Sports. “It blossomed 
over there and then took off in the US.

“Nissan was associated with it 
early on, particularly the 240 SX model. 
It had a four-cylinder motor and was a 
rear wheel drive car, and that is the pre-
ferred drive train. The car could also be 
modified easily. The SX was available in 
a turbocharged version which produced 
double the horsepower than the cars 
originally came with.”

The sport migrated to America 
as the Japanese auto industry gained 
more prominence on American 
roads. Japanese drifters began having 
demonstration competitions on west 
coast speedways – and that intrigued 
American drag racers and the makers 
of traditional American muscle cars. 

As a result, the ad hoc nature of these 
demonstrations morphed into formal 
Formula 1 Drifting competitions, with 
the American manufacturers playing 
an increasing role. For auto makers like 
Ford and Chevy, drifting was a progres-
sion from their heavy involvement in 
American NASCAR and other orga-
nized road races.

The result of that intercontinental 
competition will be on display today 
and Saturday at the Wall Stadium 
Speedway, off the Garden State Park-
way in Wall Township, New Jersey, 
which is hosting the Formula 1 Drift 
Championships.

“The Formula 1 Championship is 
essentially a title fight where the pre-
mier competitors have to earn a right 
to sign up,” explained Paul Brearey, 
who oversees marketing for Ford’s 
drift racing efforts. “You have to start 
somewhere else and participate in lo-
cal geographic drift series and at least 
place to earn the right to move up. It is a 
different type of sport from traditional 
racing, especially if you are from the old 
school where someone clearly wins and 
loses.

“Drifting tends to be more like 
dancing with cars – at high speed – 
rather than a race. And it is somewhat 
subjective, with the judges looking at 
style and how they went across the 
track rather than actual objective num-
bers. There are, however, sensors on the 

walls on the curves and the closer you 
get to the wall without crashing the 
more points you’ll get.”

It’s the mechanical dance which 
gripped Vaughn Gittin, Jr., the 2012 
drift champ who is seeking a repeat to 
the podium Saturday in his Monster 
Ford Mustang RTR (Ready to Rock).

“It’s not exactly a street car,” said 
Gittin of what came out of the Ford 
factory as a Mustang GT. “At 845 
horsepower she wouldn’t get goo good 
gas mileage. She drinks over a gallon a 
lap, and a lap is three quarters of a mile.”

Heavy engines in small cars are the 
norm for drifting competitions. Chris 
Forsberg, who drives a modified Nissan 
370Z – which is usually a reliable road-
ster – discarded the Z’s standard engine 
and replaced it with one from a Nissan 
Titan pickup truck.

“Drifting is fast,” explained Git-
tin. “The Mustang RTR can easily do 
200 going straight, but we are going 
sideways and around curves at over 100 
miles per hour. The car is sliding side-
ways but always going forward. You 
need a lot of horsepower so you can put 
a ton of grip in the road to go forwards 
and still drive it sideways. If you don’t 
have a ton of grip, the car is going to 
slide right off the track.”

Gittin came to drifting slowly, and 
his acceptance of an American car was 
even slower.

“Growing up,” he recalled, “I was 
not a big fan of Mustangs. It had a little 
to do with me being rebellious and not 
wanting what my parents had.” His fa-

ther had been a used car salesman from 
Newark, “and I remember him squeal-
ing tires and I thought that was the 
coolest thing ever.

“I had a go-kart as a kid and was an 
adrenaline junkie. I used to fool around 
in industrial parks, and then when I 
was 19, I saw a video of drifting and fell 
in love with the sport that let me ex-
press myself behind a wheel. It was like 
skateboarding in a car.”

Gittin was a computer geek at the 
time, working as a network administra-
tor for an Arlington, VA company but 
spending his spare time and money 
building and modifying cars to com-
pete in drift races.

“In 2004 I saw the new rede-
signed Mustang and thought it was 
cool-looking and thought it would be 
cool to bring a Mustang to an import-
dominated sport. Once we built the car 
and drove it, I fell in love with it and 
that was all she wrote.

“When drifting started it was kind 

of monkey-see, monkey-do. All the 
Americans were doing exactly what we 
saw the Japanese drivers doing. I was no 
different; my car was a Nissan 240 SX, 
a rear wheel drive sports car. Little did 
I know then that we had the best kept 
secret in our own back yard – the Ford 
Mustang.”

In 2007, Gittin gave up the com-
puter job and began working full time 
as a professional drift driver. Along the 
way he has won both the American 
and Chinese Formula 1 Drift series.
Roger Witherspoon writes Shifting Gears 
at http://www.RogerWitherspoon.com
This weekend’s championship at Wall 
Speedway is something of a homecoming 
from Gittin, whose parents were Jersey 
natives. “I have a ton of relatives here,” he 
said “and about 40 or 50 will come out to 
support us. It’s our homecoming, and it’s 
going to be really awesome.”

Just Drifting: A Japanese Import
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Life After Lederhosen
LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
Lucky me! In August of 
last year, I found myself 
in Germany - Frank-
furt, Bad Nauheim 

and Kassel to be precise - a propitious, 
tourist-perfect time. The very weekend 
I was in Frankfurt, the city was play-
ing host to its annual arts and culture 
happening - the Museum Embank-
ment Festival. It is Europe’s largest 
cultural festival featuring countless arts 
and crafts stalls, live music, culinary 
highlights from around the world, and 
Frankfurt’s fabulous museum row. This 
year the Festival occurs on August 23-
25. In Bad Nauheim, August is a special 
time because that’s when the European 
Elvis Festival takes place. More on that 
later. In Kassel this same month and 
occurring every five years, the city holds 
the world-renowned Documenta phe-
nomenon, presenting contemporary 
art of international artists in its most 
diverse manifestations. Not being sure 
I can return in 2017, I was immensely 
gratified to be able to experience Docu-
menta this past year.

We landed in Frankfurt and I must 
confess that finding world-class art and 
a plethora of fabulous museums was 

not highly anticipated. But – surprise – 
it’s all here – in abundance! Frankfurt 
am Main is a bustling metropolis in the 
heart of Europe. Here you can find over 
200 banks, more than any other Ger-
man city, as well as more than 60 mu-
seums and art galleries. A great walking 
city, it blends tradition and modernity 
and its significance as a bustling in-
ternational trade and finance center 
dates to the Middle Ages. The cultural 
scene is as international as the city itself 

with numerous stages, award-winning 
opera, and countless open-air festivals. 
The city has an imposing, modern sky-
line, romantic riverscapes, and an his-
toric half-timbered Old Town. All this 
contributes to making Frankfurt shine 
slightly differently from every angle, 
just as a jewel shines differently when 
looked at from all sides.

A visit to the Stadel took me aback. 
This venerable, 200-year-old museum 
has recently reopened after a major 
three-year remodeling which, from 
the exterior, is no more than a mod-
est, if not unique, polka-dotted lawn. A 
subterranean plan was used to provide 
almost 100,000 more square feet of 
space to house post-war and contem-
porary art. Nothing short of stunning, 
it’s unique with an utterly fresh feel. It 
has to be seen to get it. Suffice it to say I 
found it enchanting.

I said I was lucky to be in Ger-
many at this particular time and yes, 
still another reason: a major Jeff Koons 
retrospective, covering his 30-year ca-
reer, was happening at the Liebieghaus 
Sculpture Museum. Joyous, kitschy, 
(think Michael Jackson and Bubbles), 
the show was mounted so as to enter 
into a dialogue with the historic build-
ing and its collection spanning 5,000 
years of sculpture. How do you do that? 
By displaying Koons’ pieces in the same 
room as, say, Renaissance and Baroque 

pieces and, somehow, having it work 
beautifully.

No visit to Frankfurt is complete 
without checking out the Kleinmark-
thall, a food hall extraordinaire. The 
stalls are fabulous, carrying exotic fruits 
and vegetables, some never before 
seen. There were 8 different kinds of 
potatoes, 12 kinds of tomatoes, lots of 
unusual mushrooms and fresh herbs 
of every kind. Do allow the vendors to 
pick your product for you as they take 
enormous pride in making everything 
look perfect and beautiful. The famed 
Dijon Les Halles has nothing over this 
great market.

Bad Nauheim
Since 2002 each August the city 

of Bad Nauheim hosts the European 
Elvis Festival and this year it will be 
held on August 15-18. Why, you may 
ask. When the “King of Rock ‘n Roll” 
started his military service in 1958 it 
was in – bingo! - Bad Nauheim. Tours 

take visitors on a journey back in time 
to the ‘50s and ‘60s and to his Euro-
pean home. Rock ‘n roll becomes the 
sound and spirit of the whole town and 
people from all over the world celebrate 
the legendary star with famous bands, 
movies, exhibits; also Cadillac and 
Harley parades. If you think, however, 
that Bad Nauheim’s only claim to fame 
is Elvis you would be wrong. Back in 
1911 the town achieved nationwide 
attention for the healing power of its 
springs. Today Bad Nauheim is desig-

nated a top location for medical science 
and research.

Kassel
Kassel is a diverse city with a more 

than 1,000-year history. Three forces 
come together here: iconic architecture 
of the 1950s, an important historical 
background and celebrated art. Draw-
ing almost a million visitors over a 
3-day period, Documenta, its famed 
art festival, was a mind-blowing expe-
rience because much of it was cutting-
edge, unconventional, and avant-garde. 
One of my favorite projects was created 
in 1982 by the German artist Joseph 
Beuys - an installation that is now 
permanent. Called a social sculpture, 
it consists of the artist having planted 

7,000 oak trees around the city of Kas-
sel. Beuys explains that the tree is an el-
ement of regeneration which, in itself, is 
a concept of time. He believes that the 
oak is appropriate because it is a slow-
growing tree of solid heartwood. This 
undertaking was enormous in scope 
and at the time met with some con-
troversy. To that, the artist said “I not 
only want to stimulate people, I want 
to provoke them.” He achieved his goal 
most effectively. Mark your calendars 
for Documenta, August, 2017!

When I left home to visit Ger-
many, I wasn’t thinking festivals or 
celebration or gaiety. I wasn’t thinking 
culture or art. Now, all these inspiring 
thoughts and feelings are aswirl in my 
soul. They’ll be there for a long, long 
time to come.
Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
is constantly globe hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; from 
the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty / Fash-
ion Editor she keeps us informed on the ca-
pricious and engaging fashion and beauty 
scene.

If You Go:
www.germany.travel  
www.germanyinnyc.org
www.frankfurt-tourismus.de 
www.bad-nauheim.de
www.kassel-marketing.de
Hotels
Le Meridien Park Hotel Frankfurt 
Wilhelmshohe 
www.lemeridienparkhotelfrank-
furt.com 
Schlosshotel Bad
www.schlosshotel-kassel.de
Best Western Hotel Rosenau
www.bestwestern.de
Restaurants
Restaurant Wagner in Sachsen-
hausen 
www.apfelwein-wagner.com
Holbein Restaurant in Stadel 
Museum
www.meer-frankfurt.de/holbeins.
php
Gleis 1 
www.gleis1.eu

Sculpture from Documenta, Kassel, 
Germany.

Festival time in Germany.

At the Baths in Bad Naheim. Pretty Pretzels at the Frankfurt Festival.

Along the Main in Frankfurt.
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services
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By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – 
June 19, 2013 -- Deve-
loper Mark Advent, in 
collaboration with Du-
casse Studio (DS), an-

nounces the opening of pinch, named 
after the cooking vernacular, at Empire 
City Casino (810 Yonkers Avenue) in 
Westchester County, New York. Key 
design and architectural direction on 
the project include the firm of Roman 
and Williams, interior designers of the 
Ace and Standard hotels in New York 
City, and Richard H. Lewis Architect 
project architects for Balthazar and 
Minetta Tavern in New York. The 
nostalgic interior design was inspired 
by 1950s classic vintage diners and the 
1955 Bisiluro Damolnar Le Mans race 
car. The “diner-like” convivial 245-seat, 
premium casual restaurant is open for 
lunch and dinner daily.

Unique design features include a 
floating, glass-enclosed keg room sus-
pended over the open kitchen overlo-
oking the raw bar and pastry counter, 
a fifteen foot powder coat red tap wall 
with 100 beer faucets at the main bar 
and six booths equipped with one-of-
a-kind custom designed and fabrica-
ted self-pour tableside tap dispensing 
systems which allow guests to serve 
themselves.

The menu, a mix of updated Ame-
rican and international classics created 
by Chef Fabienne Eymard [Taillevent 
in Paris, Caprice in Switzerland, Benoit 
in New York], is broken down into se-
ven main categories: Snacks & Starters, 
Soups & Salads, Seafood Bar, House 
Specialties, Sandwiches, Burgers and 
From The Grill.

Appetizers include the signature 
pinch Macaroni & Cheese with Ham; 
Mini Beef Short Rib Tacos and Sweet 
& Spicy Glazed Chicken Wings. So-
ups like Gratineed Onion Soup with 
a lager shooter are offered as well as a 
variety of salads available to be ordered 
as a half or full portion. Seafood is fea-

tured with a raw bar display as well as 
a selection of unique ceviches such as 
Scallop with hot yellow pepper paste 
and fresh heart of palm salad, available 
a la carte or as a tasting of three.

A selection of 8 ounce Certified 
Black Angus Beef burgers such as the 
signature pinch Burger with crispy 
pork belly, red onion, arugula and a beer 
cheese sauce (with an optional sunny 
side up egg) appear on the menu along 
with over six kinds of sandwiches inc-
luding an Herb Leg of Lamb Panini 
with eggplant and feta cheese and a 
Beer-Marinated Grilled Skirt Steak on 
a French baguette with Dijon mustard 
and watercress.

Other entrees (“House Special-
ties”) include Atlantic Cod Brandade 
atop a potato puree with lemon, capers, 
croutons and brown butter and Lamb 
T-bone Chops with Mediterranean 
relish and an eggplant tart. An assort-
ment of Certified Black Angus Beef is 
prepared on the grill with a variety of 
sauces. Accompanying side dishes like 
Crushed Potatoes; Creamy Spinach 
and Wild Mushrooms can be ordered 
a la carte.

Formerly of Alain Ducasse’s miX 
in Las Vegas at THEhotel at Manda-
lay Bay, Executive Pastry Chef Tamber 
Weiersheuser’s dessert menu features 
contemporary interpretations of Ame-
rican classics. The menu will evolve 

throughout the seasons but will conti-
nuously include signatures like S’mores, 
Raspberry Sundae, Apple Tart Tatin 
served with crème fraîche, and Warm 
Chocolate Cake topped with pistachio 
ice cream.

Overseen by a Certified Cicerone, 
pinch boasts a significant beer program 
with 100 New York beers on tap, 25 
large format beers including limited re-
leases (available seasonally and in small 
batches) including beers exclusively 
brewed for pinch. Other unique beer 
offerings include “pour your own” beer 
taps fixed to a handful of tables and a 
“growler shop” near the entrance which 
allows guests to take home a daily selec-
tion of eight featured beers on tap.

A selective, dynamic 80-bottle 
wine list curated by the beverage di-
rector of DS, is comprised mostly of 

pinch Opens at Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway
Convivial restaurant offers American and International Classics with 100 New York beers on tap

Executive Chef Fabienne Eymard

Continued on page 20
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American wines from New York and 
California (75%), as well as France.

Roman and Williams Buildings 
and Interiors (Ace Hotel) designed the 
restaurant which is inspired by automo-
tive interiors including glossy, powder 
coated metals with red accents, tailo-
red banquettes and louvered screens. 
The main bar, with its impressive draft 
wall, has seating for 28 and serves both 
food and drink. The accompanying bar 
counter overlooking the raw bar serves 
food and drink as well. A semi-private 

dining room seats 34 people and a pri-
vate dining room caters to parties of 10.

pinch is located on the mezza-
nine level of Empire City Casino at 
810 Yonkers Avenue in Westchester, 
New York 10704. Lunch is served daily 
from 12:00pm-4:30pm. Dinner hours 
include Sunday-Thursday, 6:00pm-
10:00pm; Friday-Saturday, 6:00pm-
11:00pm. The bar is open daily from 
11:30am-12:00am. For more informa-
tion, please call (914) 457 2541 or visit 
www.pinchusa.com.

Empire City Casino at Yonkers 

Raceway is a premier entertainment 
destination visited annually by more 
than 8.5 million guests, featuring over 
5,300 slot machines, electronic roulette, 
craps, sic bo and baccarat tables; daily 
live entertainment; weekly comedy 
shows; outdoor summer concerts; year-
round harness racing; 6 restaurants & 
eateries; private event space; and more. 
Located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (at 
Central Avenue) in Yonkers, Westches-
ter County, New York (I-87 to Exit 2). 
Empire City Casino is open seven days 
a week from 9:00 AM to 4:00 AM. For 

more information call 914.968.4200 or 
log onto www.empirecitycasino.com.

The Mark Advent Company 
(TMAC) is a private, closely held do-
mestic and international development 
company based in Las Vegas, that is 
primarily responsible for the concep-
tion, design, development, operation 
and ownership of premier restaurant, 
bar and hospitality concepts, as well as 
mixed-use casino, entertainment and 
integrated leisure resorts having hos-
pitality, lifestyle residential and retail 
components. TMAC’s original ideas 
are outstandingly innovative but always 
realistic and focused on long-term fi-
nancial success, as seen with New York 

New York Hotel and Casino in Las 
Vegas, NV created by founder Mark 
Advent.

Ducasse Studio (DS) is the culi-
nary consulting arm of Alain Ducas-
se Entreprise (ADE). Based in Paris, 
DS provides services to a wide range 
of corporations, retail entities and cul-
tural, government and educational 
institutions around the world. These 
services include full-scale concept cre-
ation, menu and recipe development, 
branding, graphic identity, and staff 
training. Consulting projects include 
the Bateaux Parisiens in Paris to the full 
range of tasty, healthy and nutritious 
meals applied for space food.

GOVERNMENTSection
Syria is Iran’s Stalingrad

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By GARY C. GAMBILL
The growing infusion of 
Iranian-backed Leba-
nese and Iraqi Shiite 
fighters into the Syrian 
civil war is causing some 

veteran pundits to panic. Vali Nasr, dean 
of the School of Advanced International 
Studies at Johns Hopkins University, 
warns that “Iran is beating the U.S. in 
Syria.” Former Bush administration 
deputy national security adviser Elliot 
Abrams sees “a humiliating defeat of the 
United States at the hands of Iran.”

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Setting aside the matter of how 
Washington can be losing a war it is not 
fighting, the claim that Iran is winning 
is dead wrong. The Islamic Republic’s 
headlong intervention in Syria is akin to 
Nazi Germany’s surge of military forces 
into the Battle of Stalingrad in the fall of 
1942 – an operationally competent, stra-
tegic blunder of epic proportions.

To be sure, the influx of thousands 
of foreign (mostly non-Iranian) Shiite 
fighters into Syria in recent months 
has enabled pro-regime forces to regain 
some ground in the Damascus suburbs 
and a belt of territory linking the capi-
tal to Homs and the coast. The town of 
Qusayr, critical to both rebel and regime 
supply lines into Lebanon, fell on June 5.

That’s a shame, but the Iranian surge 
won’t prevent the overwhelmingly Sun-
ni Arab rebels from eventually prevailing 
on the battlefield. Sunni Arabs have a 
5-to-1 demographic edge over the mi-
nority Alawites who comprise most 

uniformed and paramilitary pro-regime 
combatants, and a 2-to-1 advantage over 
all of Syria’s ethno-sectarian minorities 
combined. The rebels are strongly sup-
ported by the overwhelming majority of 
Arabs and Muslims worldwide who are 
Sunnis, and their four principal sponsors 
– Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Jor-
dan – have a GDP well over twice that 
of Iran. Russia continues to do business 
with the regime, but it won’t intervene 
decisively enough to change the math.

Like the vaunted German Weh-
rmacht in the Stalingrad kessel, Iran’s 
expeditionary forces have been thrown 
into a tactical military environment for 
which they are woefully unprepared. 
Although Hezbollah wrote the book 
on guerrilla warfare against conven-
tional militaries, it has little experience 
fighting battle-hardened insurgents on 
unfamiliar terrain – and it shows. At 
least 141 Hezbollah fighters were killed 
in the span of just one month fighting 
in the battle for Qusayr, many of them 
elite commandos who cannot easily be 
replaced.

Iran’s mobilization of Lebanese and 
Iraqi Shiites to fight for their distant 
theological cousins in Syria is unlikely 
to keep pace with such losses, or with 
the increased influx of foreign Sunni Is-
lamists sure to come in reaction to it. In 
the wake of Nasrallah’s May 25 declara-
tion to his Shiite followers that the Syr-
ian war is “our battle,” the Qatar-based 
spiritual leader of the Muslim Brother-
hood, Yusuf al-Qaradawi, issued a fatwa 
calling on all Muslims with military 
training to fight in Syria (something 

he never did with respect to Israel) and 
characterizing the conflict as a world-
wide struggle between “100 million Shi-
ites” and “1.7 billion [Sunni] Muslims.”

Of course, divisions among both 
the rebels and their external spon-
sors have greatly slowed the march to 
Damascus. Because Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s ultimate defeat is a fore-
gone conclusion, all of the major players 
(the United States included) are focused 
more on bolstering their equity within 
the eventually-to-be-victorious rebel 
camp than on hastening its advance. But 
the eventual aggregation and coordina-
tion of sufficient rebel manpower and 
resources to decisively defeat pro-regime 
forces (first in Damascus, later in the rest 
of Syria) is inevitable so long as none of 
the players bow out or switch sides.

Iran’s only hope of avoiding this 
path is to make the humanitarian cost 
of a decisive rebel military victory so 
horrific that the international commu-
nity will step in and force the rebels to 
accept a Lebanon-style “no victor, no 
vanquished” political compromise. This 
would leave pro-regime forces intact 
and well poised to subvert the post-war 
transition, much as Hezbollah’s militia 
survived and thrived following the end 
of Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war.

But this scenario necessitates a rebel 
leadership willing to accept, and united 
enough to enforce, a ceasefire that leaves 
pro-regime forces in control of large 
swathes of the country during the tran-
sition process. With Jabhat al-Nusra and 
other militant jihadist groups in Syria 
continuing to grow in strength, neither 
condition will obtain for the foreseeable 
future.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah 

Ali Khamenei could have cut his losses 
early on by allowing the Assad regime to 
die a natural death and building bridges 
with its successor. Such an accommoda-
tion would have greatly impaired Iran’s 
ability to transport heavy weapons to 
Hezbollah, but its Lebanese proxy would 
still have remained Israel’s deadliest se-
curity threat for years to come. Hamas, 
which effectively severed its alliance with 
Tehran as a result of the Syria conflict, 
would probably have kept at least one 
foot in the Iranian axis. Khamenei likely 
declined to take this path for the same 
reason that Hitler refused to disengage 
from a no-win military confrontation in 
Stalingrad – a deeply metaphysical con-
fidence in ultimate victory.

This delusion will cost him a great 
deal more than Syria. Even before the 
surge, Iran’s massive infusions of cash 
into Syria (12.6 billion dollars, accord-
ing to one estimate) and stepped up 
training of pro-Assad forces had greatly 
inflamed animosity toward the Islamic 
Republic and its proxies throughout the 
Arab-Islamic world. After years of suc-
cessfully mobilizing Arabs against Israel 
(as recently as 2008, polling still showed 
Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan 
Nasrallah to be the Arab world’s most 
popular public figure), Tehran has man-
aged to incite even greater hostility to 
itself in a fraction of the time. A recent 
survey by James Zogby shows that Iran’s 
favorability ratings have fallen to an all-
time low in majority Sunni countries 
(dropping from 85 percent to 15 per-
cent in Saudi Arabia between 2006 and 
2012, for example). Syria, he writes, has 
become the “nail in the coffin” of Iran’s 
standing in the region. The inflamed 
sectarianism wrought by Iran, accord-

ing to a detailed study by Geneive Abdo 
of the Brookings Institution, is likely to 
supersede the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
“as the central mobilizing factor for Arab 
political life.”

In addition to sabotaging its re-
gional hegemonic ambitions, inter-
vention in Syria may also have dire 
domestic political consequences for the 
Islamic Republic. The regime’s involve-
ment in a chronic sectarian conflict is 
sure to steadily alienate its own restive 
Sunni minority, while the strain on its 
sanctions-riddled economy will only get 
worse. Most importantly, the ignomini-
ous collapse of its claim to pan-Islamic 
leadership erodes one of the main pillars 
of its legitimacy in the eyes of Shiites. 
There are no silver linings.

While Abrams insists that the 
United States should be working to 
“deter” Iran “from sending more fighters 
to help save Assad,” he’s got it all wrong. 
The Obama administration should copy 
the late Soviet General Georgy Zhukov 
and focus not on combating the fool-
hardy Iranian surge, but on exploiting 
the strategic and political flanks left ex-
posed by it.

First published by Foreign Policy 
Research Institute in June 2013.

http://www.meforum.org/3531/
syria-iran-stalingrad

Gary C. Gambill is a frequent 
contributor to Foreign Policy, The Na-
tional Interest, and The National Post. 
Formerly editor of Middle East Intel-
ligence Bulletin and Mideast Monitor, 
Gambill is an associate fellow at the 
Middle East Forum.

WESTfoodies

pinch Opens at Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway
Continued from page 19
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252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

By MATT BARBER
More often than not, when 
someone says, “I hate to say I 
told you so,” they love to say they 
told you so. Prepare to have a 
bucket of gloat dumped on your 

head.
Still, there are those rare occasions when 

people both say it and mean it. A few possible 
examples come to mind: Aboard the Titanic. 
At the Battle of the Little Bighorn. Standing 
before the pearly gates (after your stupid bomb 
squad partner goes ahead and cuts the blue 
wire). And right now.

Liberals, we conservatives hate to say we 
told you so.

But we told you so.
In the wake of CIA whistleblower Ed-

ward Snowden’s earthshaking revelation that 
the Obama NSA has been spying on tens of 
millions of Americans – conservatives, liberals 
and moderates alike – by illegally searching and 
seizing telephone calls and other private data, I 
tweeted the following: “So can liberals and con-
servatives all come together now and agree that 
Obama is a Marxist tyrant?”

Ian Murphy, a liberal freelance writer with 
Salon.com, AlterNet.org and similar such “pro-
gressive” publications, tweeted back: “He’s not 
a Marxist.”

“We’ll split the difference,” I replied.
The implication behind Murphy’s brief 

comment is both clear and profound. While 
he, a proud leftist, inexplicably remains in de-
nial of Obama’s patently evident Neo-Marxist 
socio-political worldview, he has, nonetheless 
– and along with a fast-growing number of his 
“progressive” counterparts – finally come to ac-
knowledge that Barack Hussein Obama, 44th 
president of these Divided States of America, 
is, indeed, a grade-A tyrant.

In recent months, as this administration has 
been rocked by self-inflicted scandal after self-
inflicted scandal, a vibrant, three-dimensional 
picture of Mr. Obama has begun to emerge. So 
obvious and outrageous are his abuses of power 
that many of his sycophantic holdouts are final-
ly taking a second, less-jaundiced look at their 
Dear Leader.

For example, after it was learned that the 
Obama IRS was intentionally targeting con-
servative, Christian and Jewish organizations 
and individuals for harassment and political 
intimidation, Jon Stewart, liberal comedian and 
host of “The Daily Show,” did a scathing spot in 
which he told the president, “You’ve vindicated 
conspiracy theorists.”

More recently, in response to the IRS 
and NSA scandals, “Tonight Show” host Jay 
Leno joked of “Snoop Obama”: “We wanted a 
president that listens to all Americans,” he said. 

“Now we have one.”
Both the liberal New York Times and 

hard-left filmmaker Michael Moore have simi-
larly opined that the Obama administration has 
“lost all credibility,” while left-leaning Politico 
observed that, “Nothing brings the left and the 
right together quite like government snooping.”

This is the tip of the iceberg. Liberals are 
running from Obama like Occupy Wall Street-
ers from Irish Spring. Each of these scandals 
(Fast and Furious, Benghazi, IRS-gate, spying 
on the media, NSA spying on the American 
people, et al.) are, ostensibly, grievous enough, 
when taken alone, to rise to the level of “high 
crimes and misdemeanors.”

When taken together, however, they are 
manifestly impeachable.

Unfortunately, I doubt Congress has the 
courage to do it. It would take a bipartisan, con-
sensus effort. We’re still not there yet. Even so, 
we’ve come a long way. No reasonable person, 
liberal or conservative, can, in good faith, still 
deny that Barack Obama is the most lawless 
president in American history.

Oh what a difference a couple centuries 
make. While Benjamin Franklin famously 
warned, “They who can give up essential liberty 
to obtain a little temporary safety deserve nei-
ther liberty nor safety,” President Obama – with 
his hand caught in your information cookie jar 
– now assures us that Franklin had it all wrong: 
“[O]ne of the things that we’re going to have to 
discuss and debate is how are we striking this 
balance between the need to keep the Ameri-
can people safe and our concerns about privacy,” 
he said, “because there are some tradeoffs in-
volved.”

Yikes.
“The president is conducting an all-out 

assault on the constitutionally protected rights 
of American citizens,” responded Mat Staver, 
founder and chairman of Liberty Counsel, one 
of the fastest-growing civil rights legal organi-
zations in America.

“Electronic data collection on this massive 
scale clearly violates the Fourth Amendment. 
It is tantamount to having a government offi-
cial sneak into your home or business and copy 
all of your papers, records and personal effects. 
The fact the government may not immediately 
use copied material except when it needs it is 
irrelevant. The Fourth Amendment does not 
prohibit searches and seizures without probable 
cause only if the government uses the informa-
tion,” he said.

“We cannot justify such massive collection 
of American citizens’ data by any government 
agency under the guise of preventing crime or 
even terrorism. This government overreach is 

Liberals and Conservatives, Unite! 
OP-EDSection

Continued on page 22
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By HEZI ARIS
Every member but 
one of the Yonkers 
Parks, Recreation, and 
Conservation (PRC) 
Board Members ca-

pitulated to the strong-arm tactics of 
MayorMike Spano over their vote. 
He called everyone of them person-
ally. They voted in the majority to 
accept a last minute revision of Ron 
Shemesh’s development plan for the 
Glenwood Power Station / Trevor 
Park Project. The revision was not 
publicly discussed anywhere other 
than between the new development 
team duo of lame duck Yonkers City 
Council President Chuck Lesnick 
and Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano. 
Shemesh tonight (Tuesday, June 18, 
2013) suggested the parking facilities 
would now be designed for the public 
good at no cost to them. The canaries 
in the room attributed the the chang-
es in order to relocate the planned 
parking spots for use by the Hudson 
River Museum, that is near Warbur-
ton Avenue rather than along the 
railroad tracks. The resolution voted 

upon by the PRC Board Members 
was to move ahead with the project 
pending alienation of equal or greater 
parkland at a later date. This is to 
alegedly appease, though we suggest 
goes to dupe Senate Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins to accept the cam-
ouflage of the underhandedness of 
this project.

First off, Mr Shemesh is not fully 
funded on this project, much less, on 
all the other projects promised to 
him - The Alder Manor, among oth-
ers. He does not own all the prop-
erty over which he claims to forge 
his plan ahead on the Glenwood 
Power Station / Trevor Park Project. 
He is shy 1.5 acres to honestly claim 
he controls the property upon which 
he intends to build. Shemesh has 
requested funding from the Federal 
government, yet to this very day, the 
funding has not been allocated and 
may never be. Westchester County 
is also said to be willing to fund the 
project yet they too will not guarantee 
the funds necessary to see the proj-
ect through, and may never get to do 
so, even if that is their intention. The 

City of Yonkers (CoY) asserts they 
too will afford Mr Shemesh $8 mil-
lion in funding to see the project to 
fruition, yet Finance Commissioner 
John Liszewski has not advised of 
his financial wherewithal to this date 
toward that end, making it question-
able how Mayor Mike Spano is privy 
to know of this cache of $8 million 
awaiting Mr Shemesh behind door 
number one. Please recognize that 
an $8 million investment by the city, 
until it is paid back, will create an ad-
ditional burden to the taxpayer of 3 
percent more in their tax bill. It seems 
the game is promise them whatever 
they want to hear and then do what 
you will!

Parks, Recreation and Conserva-

tion Commissioner Yvette Hartsfield 
tonight admitted she was kept in the 
dark about all these issues. She said so 
on the record before the entire entou-
rage of attendees.

A performance bond to guaran-
tee any of the gibberish expressed was 
not part of their plan; no such guar-
antee for the Yonkers taxpayer who 
tonight will have learned upon this 
reading that they will be funding the 
Shemesh project sight unseen, plan 
unscrutinized.

The resolution proposed and 
passed shy by only one person to 
be unanimous stipulates that the 
Home Rule Message delivered on 

Spacious, clean cold storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 

/M) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 

8 Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 

options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 

day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yonkers, NY 10704. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, NY 10455. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation
Isabella’s Beauty Salon LLC Arts of Org. 
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on 
April 8, 2013. Office location: Westches-
ter County, SSNY is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it 
may beserved. SSNY shall mail process 
to:54 Lawrence St., Yonkers, NY 10705. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

GREEN CIRCLE MANAGEMENT, LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/8/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave, STE. 
305  White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

FIG TREE BOOKS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 64 Quarry LN. Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HOLTBY DESIGN STUDIO LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Iselin Terrace Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JJC BROOKLYN LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/6/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 3010 Westchester Ave Ste. 106 Pur-
chase, NY 10577. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE is hereby given that a license, 
Serial # Pending for beer & wine has 
been applied for by the undersigned to 
sell beer & wine at retail in restaurant 
known as Armonk Kong Restaurant Corp 
DBA Rice Under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at 111 Bedford Road Store 
#3 Armonk NY 10504 for on-premise con-
sumption.

248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

WL MANAGEMENT LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/22/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Reg-
istered Agent: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 
Brooklyn, NY 11228.

LE G A L  A D S

CLASSIFIED ADS

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave. 

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. Entrance. 
Call 914.613.7487

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Mayor Spano Strong-Arms Parks Board Committee Members to 
Approve Revised Glenwood Power Station/Trevor Park Development

THE HEZITORIALOP-ED

an indictment on both political par-
ties, as both have been involved in 
authorizing these unconstitutional 
acts. Our government leaders and bu-
reaucrats have forgotten the price of 
liberty and are too willing to give up 
liberty for a little security,” concluded 
Staver.

This isn’t a left or right issue. 
This is about freedom. This is about 
the rule of law. Barack Obama has 
exposed himself as an enemy of the 
Constitution, an enemy of the Amer-
ican people – all of the American 
people – whether liberal or conserva-
tive, Democrat or Republican.

Liberals, let’s agree to disagree 
where we disagree. Likewise, let’s 
agree to agree where we agree.

Let’s come together and do 
something about America’s Barack 
Obama problem.
Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twit-
ter) is an attorney concentrating in 
constitutional law. He serves as Vice 
President of Liberty Counsel Action . 
(This information is provided for iden-
tification purposes only.)

Liberals and 
Conservatives, Unite! 
Continued from page 21

Continued on page 23
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a contingency basis to the Albany Delega-
tion last week is tonight embellished with 
another contingent resolution suggesting 
Senate Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins may 
proceed in moving the project ahead despite 
the process having been trashed by inept or 
worse still, a corrupt plan to bypass any public 
input, too little time for study by the Albany 
Delegation to do their best they can for their 
constituency, and to embarrass them their 
lack of resolve, and to to submit to a con game 
in which they will always look like they had 
been played.

Why the rush in the last 10 days when 
Mayor Mike Spano’s Administration was 
fully aware of the timeline they had to accede 
to from as far back as April 4, 2013? The New 
York State Legislature is expected to close its 
legislative calendar year on Thursday, June 20, 
2013, even though there has been some talk 
that Governor Andrew Cuomo may ask the 
Legislature to stay another week.

No matter how we attempt to distill 
this issue, the common denominator may be 
prominently labeled conjecture and greed.

There are many issues by which this fi-
asco of Mayor Mike Spano’s doing, are based. 
The most alarming is the outright deceit of 
opaque and deceptive conduct; proof posi-
tive that Mayor Spano has not learned how 
to conduct the affairs of state in a manner by 
which his conduct and those who serve him 
may be judged beyond reproach. How do they 
each subsume their part in this deception to 
steal the taxpayer’s money for the benefit of 
antagonists yet to be named?

The shame of it all is that this project, 
among many others, could and should have 
been accomplished. This first attempt is a 
black eye from which no amount of theatrical 
make-up will cover. The trust factor has been 
extinguished despite the attempted 
charm offensive that has flopped, 
as would a deflated mousse souf-
flé; a lot of promise, but alas, a 
disappointing end to a repast that 
was to have been superb.

The promise of Corporation 
Counsel Curti’s resolution to re-
turn to the PRC Board Members 
for approval of the alienation of 
land in equal or greater acreage 
at a “later” date that will exceed 
the Albany Delegation’s hoped 
for submission to Mayor Mike 
Spano’s will is another ploy that 
will fail CoY, even if the Albany 
Delegation accepts this scam and 
returns a pig or two or three with 

the latest shades of lipstick available exclu-
sively at Sephora. If so, expect Mayor Mike 
Spano to crack a bottle of Luis Vuitton cham-
pagne, also available at Sephora, but from a 
different counter.

So how many parties are on board this 
scam? Let’s count them, shall we? Mayor 
Mike Spano, the married or soon to be 
married “Acting” Planning Commissioner 
Wilson Kimble and her intended Empire 
Strategic Planning (ESP) Officer James Ca-
vanaugh, ESP’s boss, the former Senator Nick 
Spano, and the soon to be kicked out the 
door Yonkers City Council President Chuck 
Lesnick, among a few other alleged culprits 
hiding behind their disguise in one of those 
rubber room closets. Did I forget Ron Shem-
esh and the blessing of Al DelBello, among 
so many others?

This is the saddest Hezitorial yet written. 
Yonkers is being dragged to her demise and 
Yonkersites can do little but watch in horror 
and shame and disgust. When will this all 
stop? Why is Mayor Mike Spano allowing 
this to happen under his watch?

Yonkers City Hall has killed this project. 
Even if it moves ahead, it will fail.

UPDATE: The New York State As-
sembly has passed the alienation of parkland 
requested of it in Tuesday’s, June 19, 2013, 
resolution as authorized by the PRC Board 
Members.

UPDATE: The New York State Senate 
on Saturday, June 22, 2013, did approve the 
project.

Read The Hezitorial and the comments 
from June 07, 2010. It will shed even more 
light on the subject. Breached Covenant 
Pertinent to Greyston’s Affordable Housing 
Project May Invite Litigious Action and De-
nial of State Funding BY HEZI ARIS
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com
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Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)
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THE HEZITORIAL

Mayor Spano Strong-Arms Parks Board Committee Members to 
Approve Revised Glenwood Power Station/Trevor Park Development
Continued from page 22
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        


