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communitysection

Peter Tripodi IV On the Level with Narog 
and Aris

New rochelle, NY --  Ossining councilman Peter Tripodi iV, and 
declared republican candidate for supervisor of Ossining is co-hosts 
richard Narog and hezi aris’ guest. The show is called On the Level. 
it is both seen and heard live via audio-visual streaming technology from 10 - 11 a.m., on 
WVOX- 1460 AM on your radio dial and worldwide at www.WVOX.com. 

Yonkers city council Minority Leader and mayoral candidate John Murtagh on June 28th.

For those who live and breathe radio and politics, listen to hezi aris on Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob Marrone when he and host Bob Marrone discuss all things Westchester 
at 7: 37 a.m. Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to the co-hosts by directing 
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com for possible use prior to any shows’ airing and even during 
the course of an interview. 

 RADIO

 
 

“WVOX and WVIP 
are the most honored 
community stations in 
America ...” 

 
 

-Joseph A. Reilly, president 
      New York State Broadcasters 

 

 
 

                    
 
 

 
 
One Broadcast Forum, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 (914) 636-1460 

Rudy Giuliani’s a transvestite-
-he likes to eat, drink and be Mary. 

These dozen words contain 
all the elements of the classic 

homophonic pun--an anecdotal play on words 
exploiting the difference in meanings between 
words that sound alike but have different spell-
ings. The reference, of course, is to the former 
Mayor’s propensity for wearing women’s clothes. 
also called “groaners,” puns come in all shapes 
and sizes, ranging from simple one-liners to long, 
involved anecdotes that lead to the traditional 
punch line. The amount of groaning usually is 
directly proportional to the length of the pun. 
here’s a sampling:

Question: Why is it great to be a test tube 
baby? answer: You get a womb with a view.

did you hear about the Buddhist who refused 
Novocain during his root canal? he wanted to 
transcend dental medication.

a couple attended a Japanese Noh play. after 
it was over, the wife said, “i didn’t get it.” her 
husband asked, “What part of Noh don’t you 
understand?”

a teacher was arrested at the airport for 
trying to go through security with a slide rule 
and a calculator. he was charged with carrying 
weapons of math instruction.

The Viking explorer Leif ericson returned 
home to iceland from a voyage and discovered 
that his name was missing from the town register. 
after his wife complained, the town clerk apolo-
gized profusely, saying, “i’m sorry, Mrs. ericson. i 
must have taken Leif off my census.”

a fire broke out in a Basque movie theater 
in northern spain. unfortunately, there was only 
one emergency door, and several people were 
trampled. it only goes to show that you shouldn’t 
put all your Basques in one exit.

Once there was a horse that was a genius. 
it learned math, physics and history but just 
couldn’t seem to master philosophy. This proves 
that you shouldn’t put descartes before the horse.

a tourist visiting the little town of Mercy 
in australia decided to try a drink for which the 
town was famous: a tea made from Koala bears. 
he took a sip and complained to the waiter, 
“There are little bits of fur floating in my teacup.” 
The waiter explained. “sir, not to worry. That’s 
how we brew our Koala tea. You see, the Koala 
tea of Mercy is not strained.”

Continued on page 3

 HUMOR

The Anatomy of Humor: The Immortal Pun
By The Westchester Jokester
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Continued from page 2
a doctor liked to stop at a bar for a 

hazelnut daiquiri after a hard day in his 
office. This became such a regular routine 
the bartender got in the habit of preparing 
his drink in advance. early one after-
noon the barman discovered he was out 
of hazelnut extract, so he squeezed some 
hickory nuts instead. after the doctor 
sat down and took one sip of the drink, 
he exclaimed, “Pete, this isn’t a hazelnut 
daiquiri!” “No, i’m sorry,” replied the 
bartender, “it’s a hickory daiquiri, doc.”

Question: What do they call the cabs 
lined up at the dallas-Fort Worth airport? 
answer: The yellow rows of taxis.

have you heard that as an experiment 
Nasa is planning to launch a rocket 
containing several cows into low earth 
orbit to determine the effect being in space 
has on milk production? it will be the herd 
shot around the world.

Two boll weevils grew up in 
Mississippi. One went to hollywood and 
became a famous movie actor. The other 
remained in the cotton fields and never 
amounted to much. Naturally, the second 
one became known as the lesser of two 
weevils.

a woman who had five babies was not 
charged for plane tickets to Los angeles 
under the airline’s free quint flier program.

a Frenchman in Paris nearly managed 
to steal several valuable paintings from the 
Louvre without being caught. after care-
fully planning the crime and successfully 
getting past security guards, he was appre-
hended a few blocks from the museum 
when his panel truck ran out of gas. asked 
how he could have made such a foolish 
mistake, he replied, “i had no Monet to 
buy degas to make the Van Gogh.”

Two eskimos paddling in a kayak 
became chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. 
it sank--proving that you can’t have your 
kayak and heat it, too.

This fellow goes into a restaurant for 
a christmas breakfast while visiting his 
hometown during the holidays. he looks 
over the menu and says, “i’ll just have the 
eggs Benedict.” When his order comes, 
it’s served on a big, shiny hubcap. “What’s 
with the hubcap?” he asks. The waiter 
breaks into song: “There’s no plate like 
chrome for the hollandaise!”

a group of chess enthusiasts checked 
into a hotel and were standing in the 
lobby discussing their recent tournament 

victories. after about an hour of this, the 
manager came out of his office and told 
them to disperse. “But why?” they asked, 
as they moved off. “Because,” the manager 
said, “i can’t stand chess nuts boasting in 
an open foyer.”

a man entered a local newspaper’s 
pun contest. he sent in ten different puns 
in the hope that at least one of the puns 
would win. unfortunately, no pun in ten 
did.

a guy tells a psychiatrist. “doc, i keep 
having these alternating recurring dreams. 
First i’m a tepee, and then i’m a wigwam. 
Then i’m a tepee again, and then i’m a 
wigwam. it’s driving me crazy. What’s 
wrong with me?” The doctor replies, “it’s 
simple. You’re two tents.”

a woman had twins, and gave them 
up for adoption. One went to a family in 
egypt and was named “amal.” The other 
went to a family in spain; they named 
him “Juan.” Years later, Juan sent a picture 
of himself to his mom. upon receiving it, 
she tells her husband that she wished she 
also had a picture of amal. her husband 
responds, “honey, they’re twins--if you’ve 
seen Juan, you’ve seen amal.”

everywhere he traveled, Mahatma 
Gandhi went barefoot. eventually the 

soles of his feet became thickened and 
quite hard. Being a spiritual person, he ate 
very little and often fasted. as a result, he 
became quite thin and frail. Because he 
ate unusual foods, he also developed bad 
breath. That’s why he became known as a 
super-callused fragile mystic plagued with 
halitosis.

Back in the 1800s, the Tates Watch 
company of Massachusetts wanted to 
manufacture other products. since they 
already made the cases for pocket watches, 
they decided to market compasses for the 
pioneers traveling west in wagon trains. 
although their watches were of finest 
quality, their compasses were so bad, users 
often ended up in canada or Mexico 
rather than in california. This, of course, is 
the origin of the expression, “he who has 
a Tates is lost.”

evidence has been found that William 
Tell and his family were avid members 
of a bowling team in switzerland. 
unfortunately, all league records were 
destroyed in a fire. Thus, we’ll never know 
for whom the Tells bowled.

The Westchester Jokester mines his voluminous 
collection of humor each week in the pages of 
the Westchester Guardian.

The Anatomy of Humor: The Immortal Pun

Bob holds a light 
meter under Joan’s and 
then steven’s face, as 
they sit on either side of a 
small table. Bob walks to 

the camera at the back of the long office 
conference room, decorated with balloons 
and streamers to resemble a section of a 
community dance. 

Joan once wanted to be a TV news 
announcer, but instead had a career of 
writing radio commercials for small busi-
nesses before having to retire from her 

job. she sits very straight. 
steven slouches low in his chair, as if 

he wants to show that he still knows how 
to be a social worker who can relax others 
to speak honestly.

“in this scene in our film, you two are 
retired, live alone, and meet this evening 
at a dance for seniors,” instructs Bob from 
the back of the room. “You’re discussing 
how much to put in the donation basket 
for the dance’s sponsoring group. One 
question you’re each wondering about is 
the other’s finances. We’ve talked how 

that’s a typical concern for retirees who 
meet. Would money be a problem in a 
relationship? We’re doing a rehearsed 
dialogue today and you’ve been practicing 
a lot--so let’s start: The retired Person’s 
dating Film, The donation, Take One.“

“does twenty dollars from each of us 
sound right?” asks steven.

“Whatever you suggest.” Joan remains 
sitting very straight, like the TV host 
inviting her guest to continue his thought.

steven rearranges his body into a 

different slouch. “i remember reading 
that a third of all seniors say they were 
forced to retire. They had wanted to stay 
working in large part because they needed 
money. We should be open with each 
other if that includes us. even if this is a 
small donation.”

“Whatever the amount tonight, i’ll 
feel good since we met because of this 
charity group.” Joan nods.

steven sits straighter. “i’m thinking 
of all the individual cash and check and 
credit card payments i’ve ever made. in 
the many hundreds of thousands, i’m sure. 
how many had any good feeling attached 

Continued on page 4
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The Retired (Try To) Strike Back Chapter 9 – The Donation
By ALLAN LUKS

http://www.empirecitygaming.com
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

Continued from page 3
to them? i’d like to change that percentage 
now.”

Joan looks away at Bob and the camera 
in the back of the room and then turns 
back to steven: “are you saying we’ve 
spent money countless times, and at our 
age, when countless is running out, it’d be 
good if more of our spending made us feel 
better?”

steven nods, “and f we spoke out 
about our thinking, maybe a few politi-
cians would support this lesson from the 
retired. don’t forget about seventy percent 
of us vote. These politicians might even 
propose that many government expenses 

should pass a test making people feel satis-
fied. Washington could be required to do 
surveys--“

“hold it,” Bob calls, stepping away 
from the camera. “Your rehearsed dialogue 
is pushing our little dating advice film to 
show how the retired can affect govern-
ment policies. i like big thinking. But i 
can’t say i’m convinced it belongs in our 
film.”

“We’ve kidded Kenny because he’s 
given his retired character the desire to 
become a politician,” answers steven. 
“But perhaps he’s right that the retired 
could get elected by offering new kinds of 
messages--“

Bob’s cell phone rings. he holds it 
to his ear, and then retreats to the back 
wall, as he privately listens to Kenny and 
then Mimi tell him that the film may be 
getting out of hand: They believe that their 
spouses, who play a couple in the film, 
could be having an affair.

“When you film Myron and roz 
again, if you see that their acting seems to 
be more than acting, you have to tell us,” 
the two say, interrupting each other as they 
talk to Bob.

Bob puts the phone in his pocket and 
walks forward.

“anything important?” steve asks. 
“Kenny and Mimi. an observation, 

like your dialogue in a way, about our 
film possibly getting retired people acting 
differently.”

“Then, Bob, finish shooting while 
Joan and i are feeling these big thoughts 
growing in our retired selves,” says steven. 

“don’t you mean in the rehearsed char-
acters you play?” says Bob, watching his 
two friends. 

Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. 
He is the former head of Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters of New York and is currently a visiting 
professor at Fordham University, where he 
teaches several courses in nonprofit leader-
ship. You can learn more about Allan Luks at 
http://allanluks.com.

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back Chapter 9 – The Donation

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

YONKers, NY 
– empire city casino 
at Yonkers raceway 
(“empire city”) and 

Yonkers industrial development agency 
(“Yida”) finalized the terms of an agreement 
on June 16, 2011, that goes toward securing 
continued viability of the city’s largest 
employer, while creating much-needed 

jobs and increasing funding for 
the city of Yonkers coY). The 
agreement must be approved by 
the Yida Board. The addition 
of 66,000 square feet of space, 
which was part of the original 
casino construction approvals issued by the 
New York state Lottery and the New York 
state racing and Wagering Board in 2006, 

will provide 30,000 square feet 
of gaming space, 20,000 square 
feet of food and beverage facility 
space, 6,000 square feet for a 
new casino entrance, and 10,000 
square feet of office and adminis-

trative related space.
The addition will allow empire city 

to reconfigure its current gaming layout, 
relocating 350 of its existing 5,310 VLTs 
and introducing 400 new electronic table 
gaming seats for its customers. This new 
space will significantly enhance the gaming 
and entertainment experience for patrons, 
and the new casino entrance will include a 
porte cochere that will not only enhance the 
architecture of the structure but also provide 
necessary protections for guests during 
inclement weather. The creation of this 
addition will assist in ensuring that empire 
city remains competitive while faced with 
direct competition from newly developed 
casinos in close proximity.

“empire city casino at Yonkers 
raceway continues to invest in Yonkers. as 
the city’s largest employer, we understand 
the need for economic development and 
are committed to making the investments 
necessary to ensure viability and job growth. 
The continued support of Mayor amicone 
and the Yida will ensure that remains 
possible,” said empire city’s General 
counsel, Tim rooney, Jr.

“Making smart economic investments 
that help Yonkers’ businesses compete 
and thrive is part of the basic mission 
of the Yonkers ida. Our goal is to put 
together a responsible incentive deal that 
allows empire city casino to continue to 

thrive while protecting and expanding the 
economic benefits this city already gets from 
the facility,” said ellen Lynch, president and 
ceO of the Yonkers ida.

“empire city at Yonkers raceway has 
already generated tremendous economic 
benefits to this city both in jobs and in 
tax revenue. This expansion will add to 
that equation – creating new jobs while 
protecting an important local business that 
is facing a direct competitive threat from 
aqueduct just a few miles away,” said Mayor 
amicone.

empire city is the largest employer 
in the city of Yonkers, with nearly 1,200 
employees, and the construction of the 
addition will create much-needed jobs. 
expected to begin in the next few weeks, 
it is anticipated that the project will create 
nearly 200 construction jobs and, upon 
completion, potentially 100 additional 
permanent jobs within the organization. 
completion of the addition is expected in 
early 2012. empire city casino at Yonkers 
raceway will not be receiving any tax cuts as 
a result of the agreement.

The continuing partnership between 
empire city, Mayor amicone and Yonkers 
ida has created hundreds of construc-
tion jobs, over 1,000 permanent jobs and a 
continuing stream of funding, not only for 
the state’s education system, but also for the 
city of Yonkers. since 2006, empire city 
has contributed over $1 Billion to the state’s 
education system, and approximately $105 
Million in revenue to the city of Yonkers.

empire city casino at Yonkers raceway, 
810 Yonkers avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10704. www.empirecitygaming.com .

Yonkers Raceway and Yonkers IDA Reach Agreement to Expand Empire City and Create Jobs

www.empirecitygaming.com
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

communitysection

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The New York 
Times reported last 

week that lately u.s. businesses have been 
much more willing to spend money on 
new equipment than on new employees, 
which is true, and that tax incentives are 
subsidizing much of this capital spending, 
which is not.

The Times fell into the trap of confusing 
tax incentives with subsidies. The incen-
tives relax certain tax accounting rules, 
typically reducing taxes in the short term 
while raising them in the future so that 
the government’s tax revenue is ultimately 
unchanged. subsidies would permanently 
lower the taxpayer’s tax bill, and would 
correspondingly lower the government’s 
tax revenue, over both the short and long 
term.

The tax code contains plenty of subsi-
dies, but most of them are for individuals 
– particularly lower- and middle-income 
individuals – rather than for businesses. 
The earned income Tax credit and the 
hope and Lifetime Learning education 
credits are examples of such subsidies. 
Businesses that benefit from subsidies tend 
to be in politically favored industries such 
as ethanol, agriculture (which is heavily 
subsidized outside the tax system), and 
solar and wind energy. To avoid furious 
responses from the political left, let’s 
stipulate here that any nonbusiness tax 
deduction, such as for mortgage interest, 
state taxes or charitable contributions, is a 
subsidy of some sort, since it permanently 
reduces tax revenue. The bulk of these 
subsidies go to upper-middle and high-
income taxpayers, since they also pay the 
bulk of the taxes.

Journalists are not the only ones who, 
wittingly or otherwise, muddle the discus-
sion of business taxes. We periodically hear 
a lot about companies that report large 
profits but pay relatively small amounts 
in taxes. if you think businesses should 
pay their “fair share” of taxes (another 
line of reasoning that i consider falla-
cious, but that’s a topic for another day), 
this may seem outrageous. But mostly it 
reflects the non-outrageous fact that finan-
cial accounting and tax accounting are 
designed to do different things.

When we compute business income 
for financial statements, it is important to 
smooth out distortions so that the state-
ments can be compared from quarter to 
quarter or from year to year. When we 
compute business income for a tax return, 

we are trying to determine how much 
money the government expects us to send 
it. The government does not want a share 
of our “earnings” or “profits.” it wants cash. 
But it also recognizes that sometimes it is 
better to forgo some cash in the short term 
to increase business profits (which would 
yield increased taxes) or to create jobs (for 
people who also pay taxes in cash) in the 
future.

suppose your grandfather left you 
$1.5 million on condition that you open a 
bagel store. at the beginning of the first 
year, you spend $1 million on a bagel oven 
that will last for 10 years. You reserve the 
remaining $500,000 for ingredients and 
operating expenses, and you spend it all 
in the first year. during that first year, you 
also sell $1.5 million worth of bagels, so 
you end the year with $1.5 million in the 
bank before taxes. We will assume, unreal-
istically, that the only applicable tax is the 
35 percent top federal rate on corporate 
income.

how much money did you make?
Your sales were $1.5 million and your 

operating expenses were $500,000, so you 
had an operating profit before depreciation 
of $1 million. But you have to consider 
depreciation of that oven. For financial 
reporting purposes, you will write off 
the cost of the oven over its 10-year life, 
reporting an expense of $100,000 for that 
first year. That leaves you with profits of 
$900,000. if your second year is exactly 
like your first, you will sell another $1.5 
million in bagels, incur $500,000 in costs 
plus $100,000 of depreciation, and report 
another $900,000 profit before taxes. 
This is what we want, because financial 
reporting is supposed to let us compare 
results from year to year. if we had treated 
the entire cost of the oven as an immediate 
expense, we would report no profit in the 
first year and $1 million in the second, even 
though the operating results were identical.

so why don’t we do the same thing for 
tax purposes? if you must pay tax on that 
full $900,000 of first-year profit, you will 
send the government a check for $315,000. 
This will leave you with less than $1.2 
million in cash as you start your second 
year. You can continue operating the busi-
ness, but forget about spending another $1 
million on a new oven to open a second 
store. You don’t have enough cash on 
hand to cover the new oven plus operating 
expenses.

Continued on page 6

Distinguishing Tax ‘Incentives’ from ‘Subsidies’
By LARRY M. ELKIN
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Continued from page 5
if the government wants you to 

expand, it has to leave you the necessary 
cash to do so. so the government might 
let you deduct the entire cost of that oven 
in the first year. You will owe no taxes 
immediately, and you will still have $1.5 
million in the bank – the same amount 
your grandfather left you. You can expand 
to a second location in the second year and 
repeat the process.

But what if you don’t choose to expand? 
in that case, in the second year you will sell 
$1.5 million of bagels, incur $500,000 of 
expenses, earn $1 million for tax purposes 
(but only $900,000 for financial reporting, 
because of depreciation), and owe tax of 
$350,000. after 10 years, the government 
will have gotten the same tax revenue in 

either scenario. But by offering you an 
immediate deduction of the oven’s cost in 
the first year, it gave you the opportunity to 
expand your business sooner.

There is no subsidy involved. The 
government did not pay for any part of 
your first $1 million oven, or your second 
$1 million oven, or your third. You risked 
your own capital. The government merely 
waited for some of its money, in hopes of 
generating jobs and economic growth.

as i mentioned, the tax law contains 
both incentives and subsidies. The tax 
bill that President Obama signed last 
december renewed or extended many of 
these business incentives.

such incentives no doubt play a role 
in executives’ willingness to invest in new 
equipment, as The Times suggests. Today’s 

low interest rates also are a factor, at least 
for companies that have access to the 
bond market or low-cost bank financing. 
equipment costs can be easily quantified, 
and machines that are underused during 
an economic slowdown will wait patiently 
for business to pick up, costing little while 
they wait.

On the other hand, employees must 
be paid through a downturn, layoffs are 
expensive and disruptive, and future 
personnel costs, especially for health care, 
are much harder to predict. Not only does 
new equipment often reduce the need for 
labor, but managers have good reasons to 
feel comfortable investing in machinery 
before they invest in people.

so the fact that capital spending 
has picked up faster than hiring is not 
surprising. it is a function of where we are 
in the business cycle, with an economic 

expansion that has been slow and uncer-
tain. companies that are looking ahead 
to better times are ready to put some 
machinery in place today, but they’ll wait 
until growth prospects are more certain to 
bring staff aboard.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of 
Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-only 
financial planning firm headquartered in 
Scarsdale, NY. The firm offers estate planning, 
insurance consulting, trust planning, cross-
border planning, business valuation, family 
office and business management, executive 
financial planning, and tax services. Its sister 
firm, Palisades Hudson Asset Management, is 
an independent  investment advisor with about 
$950 million under management. Branch 
offices are in Atlanta and Ft. Lauderdale. 
Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.

Distinguishing Tax ‘Incentives’ from ‘Subsidies’
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YONKers, NY -- Family and 
friends of the late Michael J. hogan -- 
better known in his time as lightweight 
boxing champion shamus O’Brien – will 
conduct a Memorial dedication honoring 
at 11 a.m., Friday, July 22, at st. Joseph’s 
cemetery on Truman avenue, Yonkers.

shamus, who died in 1959 in st. John’s 
riverside hospital, was an irish immi-
grant who adopted the city of Yonkers 
as his home when he arrived here from 
dungarvan, ireland, in 1906. he took 
up boxing shortly afterward and fought 
well over 100 matches against many great 
champions, including Benny Leonard and 
Mickey Walker, thereby winning acclaim 
as “Yonkers Favorite.”

When a grandson of shamus, William 
F. Torpey, learned that famed boxer had 
been buried in st. Joseph’s cemetery in 
Yonkers without a tombstone -- or even a 
marker showing his name -- he appealed 
to the boxing community for help restore 
the dignity that Michael hogan had lost 

for so many years.
The dr. Theodore a. atlas Foundation, 

along with ring 8 of the Veteran Boxers 
association of New York and the artists 
Memorial Monuments pulled no punches 
and immediately came to the rescue. The 
rugged irishman’s dignity was finally 
restored when the boxing community gave 
shamus O’Brien one more victory: his own 
tombstone -- and not just any tombstone.

shamus now rests under a beautiful 
granite stone featuring a shamrock recog-
nizing his irish heritage, a pair of boxing 
gloves recognizing his prowess in the ring, 
a classic celtic cross acknowledging his 
catholic faith and his name: Michael J. 
hogan aKa shamus O’Brien, restoring 
his dignity for eternity. The stone was 
installed recently in the saint Jude section 
of st. Joseph’s cemetery.

shamus was remembered in 1959 for 
three solid days by hundreds who passed 
through the Flynn Memorial home to pay 
their respects. at his request, a long line of 

cars wended their way through 
Getty square as the onetime 
irish champ was taken to the 
cemetery on Truman avenue 
for burial.

Michael hogan was the 
estranged husband of adelaide 
hogan of Yonkers. The couple 
had eight children: John, 
Michael “Mitch”, edward, 
William, elena “helen” Torpey, 
Mary “Mae” dropauer, and 
two infant twins, Gilbert and 
adelaide, who died in the tragic influenza 
outbreak of the early 1900s.

all four sons served their country 
during World War ii, including William 
hogan, whose name appears on the 
Yonkers city hall Veterans Memorial near 
Getty square among those who gave their 
lives for their country. Young Bill hogan 
was killed in action by gunfire when his 
ship, the uss Gregory, was outnum-
bered and sunk by Japanese destroyers in a 

surprise attack.
shamus O’Brien’s 

great-great grandson, 
John hogan iV of 
Yonkers, is following 
in his famous rela-
tives footsteps as 
an amateur boxer 
who trains under 
the auspices of the 
Yonkers Police 
athletic League. John 

has fought in the Golden Gloves.
shamus, whose cauliflowered 

ears gave testimony to his many hard 
fought bouts, launched his boxing 
career by fighting in an exhibition 
at the infamous sing sing Prison in 
Ossining, N.Y.

The scrappy lightweight boxer 
won the admiration and respect 
of his fellow Yonkers residents by 
fighting just about anybody and 
everybody from the great light-
weight champion Benny Leonard 
and welterweight champion Mickey 
Walker (who he defeated in two 
out of three contests by “newspaper 

decisions) to such fighters as George K. 
O’chaney, middleweight rocky Kansas 
and featherweight champ Johnny dundee.

The young irishman, a communicant 
of st. Peter’s church in Yonkers, won the 
Westchester county lightweight cham-
pionship, 1911-12. Later in his career 
shamus became a worthy opponent for 
champions and a “trial horse” testing 
young fighters. he gained the reputations 
as “a good fighter, win or lose.”

Before hanging up his gloves in 1928 
shamus returned to ireland to win the 
irish lightweight title.

More recently, shamus O’Brien’s 
exploits have been chronicled by eddie 
cantwell, president of the county 
Waterford Museum in dungarvan and 
in Yonkers history, the newsletter of the 
Yonkers historical society.

Boxing Champion Shamus O’Brien to Be Honored in Yonkers

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

www.palisadeshudson.com
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For months i have been covering how 
school districts are navigating their way 
through the lack of money that once came 
down from albany. For the most part, all of 
the districts and the respective unions were 
judicious in the way they prepared their 
budgets and trimmed their staff. That is all 
districts with the exception of Yonkers. Not 
that this is anything new, the Yonkers Public 
school district has consistently exhibited 
questionable financing and always seemed 
ready to fall off a cliff. Year after year the 
biggest news out of the Yonkers Public 
school (YPs) district is how programs, 
courses and staff were or are being slashed. 
This story is almost always followed up a 
couple of months later with a glorious report 
that money has been found in albany and 
all of those programs and staff members are 
restored.

This year things are quite different. 
There are no senators or assembly members 
riding in on a white horse to save Yonkers. 
The money is just not there: plain and simple. 
all over Westchester county, school districts 
did what they had to do, they cut programs 
and they terminated staff. districts re-routed 

and trimmed bus routes and tightened their 
belts by cutting clubs and activities. White 
Plains partnered with Family services of 
Westchester to take over the Pre-K program, 
and the Tarrytown Teacher’s association 
decided that each member contribute 
financially in order to save their colleagues 
positions.

The Yonkers Federation of Teacher’s 
(YFT) President Pat Puleo turned a deaf ear 
and a blind eye to what the other districts 
were doing. The YFT was asked to forego 
a raise in hopes that Yonkers Mayor Phil 
amicone could create a Transitional Finance 
authority (TFa), a financial mechanism that 
would be able to tap Wall street to borrow 
$20 million at rates less than those presently 
available to the city of Yonkers (coY) by 
way of the Municpal Bond Markets. The 
TFa was a financial mechanism that would 
be used to help close a $45 million budget 
deficit. The TFa demanded a like $20 
million contribution from the YFT. Not 
that any sort of one-shot borrowing plan is a 
good idea in Yonkers at any time. according 
to Mrs. Puleo, the union rejected amicone’s 
plan because it was never presented in 
written form nor were there any guarantees 
that this loan would actually save staff. The 
Yonkers Federation of Teachers also claimed 
that their wages were frozen last year despite 
that not exactly true. While 2010 snuck in 

there, it was for the 2009-2010 budget. also 
unaffected were the annual step increases. 

understandably the teachers are upset 
because as they are being laid off, the city 
continues to hire police, firefighters, and dPW 
crews. however, the teachers don’t want the 
general public to know that they rejected 
this offer without ever coming to the table to 
negotiate a settlement or to explore an alterna-
tive option. Then again, Mayor amicone did 
not engage in any form of negotiations until 
one week prior to its coming apart. it always 
seems to us “outsiders” that the Yonkers 
Board of education (YBoe) really doesn’t 
want to communicate with any of us. They 
won’t negotiate, and they won’t release all of 
their books to the inspector General for audit. 
sheesh, what was in that second set of books 
that needed a court injunction to prevent the 
iG from perusing them? Wouldn’t it be funny 
if there was enough money in there to cover 
this year’s budgetary shortfall? But alas there 
will be no forensic accounting of those books 
by the iG because they exert more power than 
he. all the while this union continues to cry 
their reticence to come to the table and nego-
tiate is because in some way it will “hurt the 
kids.” What this union didn’t count on was 
the growing amount of residents who are not 
willing to bail them out over and over again. 
as the taxpayers wake up, they realize that 
an 8% increase in taxes to pay for these raises 

aren’t about children at all but about salary and 
benefits. This is the dirty little secret that the 
teacher’s union doesn’t want us to know about. 

sure enough, it is difficult to be a teacher 
these days. No child Left Behind has 
left teachers teaching to the test. a lack of 
even the most rudimentary parenting skills 
bestowed upon their students has them 
teaching while parenting. We get this. it’s a 
hard job to teach in the city of Yonkers. But 
the members of the YFT have some learning 
of their own to master. They need to learn the 
virtue of gratefulness. Be grateful you have a 
job. Patience would be next on the list. The 
economy will turn around one day and if you 
are patient enough you will get a raise. if you 
find your patience waning, go back to the 
gratefulness lesson. Generosity is a lesson that 
the union skipped as well. a pay freeze may 
or may not have saved jobs but a give back 
sure would have. You can read that lesson up 
the hudson at the TuFsd. courage would 
also be a lesson that should be reviewed by 
the membership. The membership should 
summon up the courage to replace their 
union president with someone who won’t 
compare the Mayor’s flawed concept with an 
act of domestic violence and could lead this 
group in an informed and steady manner. 

Nancy King resides in Greenburgh, New York. 
She is an investigative reporter.

Teachers Gone Greedy
By NANCY KING

http://www.ford.com
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NeW YOrK, NY -- Preet Bharara, 
the united states attorney for the 
southern district of New York, Janice 
K. Fedarcyk, the assistant director-
in-charge of the New York Office of 
the Federal Bureau of investigation 
(“FBi”), and christy L. romero, the 
acting special inspector General for 
the Troubled asset relief Program 
(“siGTarP”), announced that robert 
egan, the President of Mount Vernon 
Money center (“MVMc”), and Bernard 
McGarry, the chief Operating Officer of 
MVMc were sentenced in Manhattan 
federal court to 11 and 5 years in prison for 
their roles in defrauding MVMc clients, 
including banks that had received TarP 
funds, universities, and hospitals, out of 
over $60 million that had been entrusted 
to MVMc. egan, 65, of Bedford corners, 
New York, and McGarry, 51, of Yonkers, 
New York, both previously pled guilty to 
one count of conspiracy to commit bank 
and wire fraud and six counts of bank 
fraud before u.s. district Judge John F. 
Keenan who imposed today’s sentences.

Manhattan u.s. attorney Preet 
Bharara stated: “robert egan and 
Bernard McGarry used the Mount 
Vernon Money center vaults, containing 
tens of millions of dollars of other people’s 
money they had pledged to safeguard, as 
their own personal aTM machines. The 
stiff punishments imposed on them today 
should send a clear message to banking 
professionals thinking about violating the 
trust of their clients: we will uncover your 
fraud and we will send you to jail. i applaud 
our partners, the FBiand siGTarP, for 
their extraordinary efforts in uncovering 
this complex and brazen fraud.”

FBi assistant director-in-charge 
Janice K. Fedarcyk stated: “egan and 
McGarry engaged in a long-term scheme 

to misuse customers’ money 
and engaged in repeated 
deception to conceal 
their theft. essentially, 
they stole customers’ 
money and lied to 
cover it up. These 
were clear violations 
of their professional 
responsibilities, 
and the sentences 
handed down reflect 
this.”

siGTarP acting 
special inspector General 
christy L. romero stated: 
“The american taxpayers 
became shareholders in hundreds 
of banks that received TarP funds. 
siGTarP is committed to protecting 
the taxpayers’ investment. egan and 
McGarry defrauded TarP recipient 
banks. as the court stated today, this was 
simply a case of robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
Today’s sentencings of 11 years imprison-
ment for egan and 5 years imprisonment 
for McGarry make clear that criminals 
who defraud TarP recipients will pay for 
their crimes. siGTarP will continue to 
work tirelessly with the u.s. attorney’s 
Office for the southern district of New 
York, the Federal Bureau of investigation, 
and its other law enforcement partners to 
ensure that those who fraudulently put 
taxpayer money at risk will be brought to 
justice.”

according to the indictment and 
statements made during various proceed-
ings in this case:

MVMc engaged in various cash 
management businesses, including replen-
ishing cash in over 5,300 automated 
Teller Machines (“aTMs”) owned by 
banks and other financial institutions. in 
addition, the company provided armored 
car services to banks, financial institu-
tions, and retailers, through a subsidiary 
called armored Money services (“aMs”). 
MVMc also provided payroll services 
to various employers, including hospi-
tals and universities, which permitted 
employees to cash their paychecks on 
their employers’ premises. in connec-
tion with these businesses, MVMc 
owned and operated several cash vaults, 
in which MVMc and its affiliated busi-
nesses stored and cash collected from and 
distributed to its clients, cash depositories 
such as the Federal reserve Bank.

processed and other
From at least 2005 through February 

2010, McGarry solicited and 
collected hundreds of 

millions of dollars from 
the company’s clients, 

based in part on the 
representations 
that they would 
not commingle 
clients’ funds or 
use the funds for 
purposes other 
than those speci-

fied in the various 
contracts between 

MVMc and its clients. 
in fact, these representa-

tions were false, and egan 
and McGarry misappropriated tens 

of millions of dollars of MVMc’s clients’ 
funds.

The defendants engaged in a practice 
known as “playing the float.” More specif-
ically, MVMc was entrusted on a weekly 
basis to hold tens of millions of dollars for 
its clients for specific business purposes 
for a specified period of time. relying 
upon the continual influx of funds, egan 
and McGarry misappropriated the clients’ 
funds for their and MVMc’s own use, to 
cover operating expenses of the MVMc 
operating entities, to repay prior obliga-
tions to clients, or for their own personal 
enrichment.

The defendants’ scheme involved 
outright deception. For example, when 
bank customers did audits of MVMc’s 
vaults to ensure that their money was 
properly segregated and safeguarded by 
the company, McGarry, at egan’s direc-
tion, moved the money around inside the 
vault in advance of the customer’s inspec-
tion, so as to make it appear that MVMc 
was properly maintaining the customers’ 
funds when it was not. in so doing, the 
defendants concealed from customers the 
fact that their money was being used to 
fund MVMc’s operating shortfalls and 
to enrich the defendants at the customers’ 
expense.

as a result of the fraudulent commin-
gling and misappropriation of customer 
funds described above, in February 2010, 
though MVMc had been entrusted with 
over $85 million by its clients, it only held 
approximately $25 million in cash in its 
vaults and bank accounts.

during his guilty plea, egan admitted 
that he had engaged in “deceptive” prac-
tices with respect to MVMc’s customers, 
and admitted to misusing and commin-
gling MVMc client funds, in violation 

of MVMc’s obligations to its customers. 
McGarry also admitted that he and 
egan “played the float” and that they 
used customer money to cover operating 
shortfalls in the businesses, in violation 
of contractual obligations to keep their 
customers’ money segregated.

in addition to the prison terms, 
Judge Keenan sentenced both egan 
and McGarry to three years of super-
vised release. For each defendant, he also 
imposed an order of forfeiture in the 
amount of $70 million and a $700 special 
assessment. 

restitution orders will be determined 
at a later date.

Mr. Bharara praised the investigative 
work of the FBi and siGTarP.

This case was brought in coordina-
tion with President Barack Obama’s 
Financial Fraud enforcement Task Force, 
on which Mr. Bharara serves as co-chair 
of the securities and commodities 
Fraud Working Group and Mr. Barofsky 
serves as co-chair of the rescue Fraud 
Working Group. President OBaMa 
established the interagency Financial 
Fraud enforcement Task Force to wage 
an aggressive, coordinated, and proac-
tive effort to investigate and prosecute 
financial crimes. The task force includes 
representatives from a broad range of 
federal agencies, regulatory authorities, 
inspectors general, and state and local 
law enforcement who, working together, 
bring to bear a powerful array of criminal 
and civil enforcement resources. The task 
force is working to improve efforts across 
the federal executive branch, and with 
state and local partners, to investigate 
and prosecute significant financial crimes, 
ensure just and effective punishment for 
those who perpetrate financial crimes, 
combat discrimination in the lending and 
financial markets, and recover proceeds 
for victims of financial crimes.

if you believe you were a victim of 
this crime, including a victim entitled 
to restitution, and you wish to provide 
information to law enforcement and/or 
receive notice of future developments in 
the case or additional information, please 
contact Wendy Olsen-clancy, the Victim 
Witness coordinator at the united 
states attorney’s Office for the southern 
district of New York, at (866) 874-8900 
or Wendy.Olsen@usdoj.gov. For addi-
tional information, go to: http://www.
usdoj.gov/usao/nys/victimwitness.html 
on the internet.

Bedford Corners President and Yonkers CEO of Mount Vernon Money Center Sentenced to Jail for Bank Fraud

http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/nys/victimwitness.html 
http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/nys/victimwitness.html 
http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
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a confidential draft 
audit report for the Town 
of Yorktown was leaked 
last week against the 
orders of the New York 

state comptroller’s office. The audit 
was the result of a state investigation 
for alleged corrupt financial practices in 
Yorktown, specifically implicating Town 
comptroller Joan Goldberg and highway 
superintendent eric diBartolo.

“This doesn’t make us happy,” said 
Mark Johnson, spokesperson for the state 
comptroller’s office after hearing the draft 
report was leaked to the press. The report 
was emailed to the Town supervisor, 
comptroller, Board Members, Town clerk, 
and the Town highway superintendent 
with strict orders not to copy or make the 
report available to anyone else until after 
exit interviews were conducted and specific 
issues were challenged and ironed out. The 
final report is expected out by the end of 
July.

Foil requests sent to the town for 
the report by The Westchester Guardian 
were denied. But other local newspa-
pers, including the Journal News and the 
Yorktown Examiner managed to get a 
copy and subsequently ran headline stories 
citing the alleged corruption. anonymous 
sources have suggested that some town 
department heads had gotten hold of the 
report.

“i don’t know who leaked the report,” 
said Town supervisor susan siegel. “There 
are factual issues we are still looking at and 
challenging. That’s why we denied foil 
requests.”

The audit is in part, the culmination 
of a 15-year old feud between highway 

superintendent eric diBartolo and his 
former neighbor, Bill LaPierre, owner of 
the clark Funeral home. Over the years 
LaPierre has compiled massive amounts 
of town records (copies) as proof of what 
he believed was diBartolo’s dishonest 
business deals that illegally used taxpayer 
money. Last year LaPierre pleaded his 
case to state comptroller diNapoli’s 
Office and to the Office of the state 
attorney General. LaPierre originally 
told The Westchester Guardian he first 
visited diNapoli’s office with Town Board 
Member Terrence Murphy. The Westchester 
Guardian has been reporting on diBartolo 
since February, 2011, during which 
time several current and retired highway 
department employees came forward with 
personal testimonies of specific actions 
taken by the highway superintendent and 
the department times sheets from over 
the last 15 years that were claimed to be 
falsified.

as LaPierre stepped up his personal 
probe of diBartolo, the 
dispute escalated and spilled 
into town politics. LaPierre 
regularly complained at 
town meetings about alleged 
falsification of paperwork 
for purchases, fudged time 
sheets and political favors 
from contractors hired by 
the highway department. 
diBartolo retaliated; once by 
allegedly encouraging and 
backing the owner of a new 
funeral home on route 6, 
the Yorktown Funeral home, 
aimed to compete with 
LaPierre’s solo funeral home 
in Yorktown.

aiding LaPierre were his friends Fred 
Gulitz and stephen Gardener, who had 
similar concerns about misspent taxpayer 
funds. at one point Gulitz was staked out, 
camera in hand, across the street from the 
new funeral home which was then under 
construction. Gulitz, who wanted to see if 
any town equipment was being used, took 
pictures of diBartolo who was on site. 
Videos of diBartolo were also taken on a 
regular basis.

When the draft audit report was 
emailed to the specific town officials, 
LaPierre told The Westchester Guardian that 
he was able to “read the report from cover 
to cover,” adding that “i would find it hard 
to believe if they don’t arrest quite a few 

people. The waiting is killing me.”
The mounting complaints against 

diBartolo deepened the divisiveness 
in Yorktown government. Friends of 
diBartolo, councilmen Nick Bianco and 
Jim Martorano resisted re-instating an 
ethics Board, one that hadn’t existed for 
years. Last May, after repeated complaints 
against diBartolo coupled with the 
inability of the Town to investigate certain 
activities of council Members, the Town 
was forced to approve a new ethics 
Board. But for the last year it was a Board 
without “teeth.” Just last week, however, 

the Town Board, who had just received 
the draft audit report, voted unanimously 
(Martorano and Bianco included) to make 
the ethics Board the “Gate Keeper” of the 
complaints.

siegel said the move will make 
Yorktown government more transparent.

“We will have a stronger disclosure 
form and future complaints will go directly 
to the Gatekeeper.”

Abby Luby is a Westchester based freelance 
journalist who writes about current, local 
news, environmental issues, art entertain-
ment, and food.

State Audit Report is Leaked
By ABBY LUBY

Superintendent Eric DiBartolo in his office.

(L-R): Bill LaPierre, Fred Gulitz, and Stephan Gardner

http://www.interlakeninn.com
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Michael arnone’s crawfish Fest 
continues to evolve, offering an abun-
dant variations of musical genres, in other 
words; arnone is one smart cookie who 
knows how to attract audiences, and will 
probably be able to keep the crawfish 
legacy alive for many years ahead. Want 
proof? checkout a smattering of this 
year’s lineup: Mem shannon, Geno 
delafose, Tab Benoit, The radiators, 
sonny Landreth, Nathan & the Zydeco 
cha chas, Guitar shorty, cowboy 
Mouth, anders Osborne, and the uK 
based New Mastersounds with Papa Funk sitting in, 
also known as: art Neville. as if that’s not enough, 
campers also got to see evening performances by: 
George Porter Jr. and his runnin’ Pardners, devon 
allman, carolyn Wonderland, and Bonerama. eclectic 
enough? No doubt!

highlights for me came on 
sunday, first with the forever 
youthful Guitar shorty, who at 
seventy-one years young, smartly 
entertained the crowd, fired off 
blistering solos, and captivated the 
crowd for nearly ninety minutes. 
This Texas born blues rocker has 
been around since the fifties, can tell 
you great stories about Jimi hendrix 
(shorty was married to Jimi’s step-
sister,) he’s also won first prize on the 
“Gong show” (playing guitar on his 

head,) and has nine albums (Black Top, collectables, 
alligator, evidence,) credited to his name. i’ve seen 
shorty many times over the years (now twice at the 
crawfish Fest,) and can tell you he has not lost a step! 
But the days of turning somersaults, doing backward

Continued on page 11

This is not one of the best samurai 
movies i’ve ever seen, because it lacks the 
gorgeous color of Japanese pageant films 
depicting warring armies.

Nevertheless, it is good and worth 
seeing.

The shogun’s half brother, Lord 
Naritsugu (Goro inagaki), is a sadistic 
brute who loves to torture and kill.

after raping the wife of one of his 
retainers, he cuts off her husband’s head 
when the latter rushes into the room.

Following the abuse of another woman, 
her arms, legs and tongue are amputated.

This picture is not for softies: a lot of 
blood is shed.

a retired samurai, shinzaemon 
shimada (Koji Yakusho), decides to kill the 
sadistic, powerful bully.

he raises 13 warriors to join him, 12 of 

whom are samurai.
They intend to take on Lord Naritsugu 

as he travels home thinking he will be 
protected by 70 warriors.

They soon learn, however, that he is 
accompanied by 200 guards.

although they believe the odds are 
against their defeating so many, swords are 
drawn.

i won’t reveal who wins.
i personally believe the best samurai 

picture ever made was the 1956 Japanese 
film, “seven samurai.”

For me, it set the standard for all others.
“The Magnificent seven,” an 

american version of that picture released 
in 1960, was a very poor rendition.

it starred Yul Brynner, steve 
McQueen, James coburn, charles 
Bronson, horst Buchholz, Brad dexter 

and robert Vaughn.
(“13 assassins” is in Japanese, with 

english subtitles.)
an aside:

i don’t believe we sufficiently punished 
members of the Japanese army who 
committed war crimes against our soldiers.

Yes, a few top guys were executed, but 
i believe the vast majority of those who 
brutalized and tortured our servicemen 
went free.

Our nation did a much better job 
holding Nazi war criminals responsible for 
their actions.

also, President harry Truman was 
absolutely right in using the nuclear bomb 
against hiroshima and Nagasaki.

it was the second bomb that got 
the emperor to order an unconditional 
surrender.

The Japanese army command was not 
for it but bowed to the emperor’s decision.

Truman’s decision saved an estimated 
500,000 american casualties.

Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Revies at www.
MayorKoch.com.

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By Edward I. Koch

Movie Review:—“13 Assassins” (+)

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By Bob Putignano

 MUSIC

Michael arnone’s 22nd 
crawfish Fest, June 3, 4 
& 5-2011 augusta, NJ
“roots, Blues, Jam Bands, Jazz, 
Gospel, plus New Orleans music”

Eddie Roberts

www.MayorKoch.com
www.MayorKoch.com
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Continued from page 10
flips, and standing on his head (all while 
playing,) is no longer, but his energy is still 
powerful. always the crowd pleaser, shorty 
enjoys going wireless into the crowd where 
his beloved fans get an up close view and 
feels this mans prowess, shorty’s also is 
happy to take pictures with the audience, 
especially with women. 

anders Osborne also lit the stage with 
a powerhouse band that included Billy iuso 
on second guitar. if you are not familiar 
with iuso checkout his ’05 “restless 
Natives” disc, it’s a good one. having iuso 
in Osborne’s band gave anders’ a lot more 
space to create, and really burn. iuso is a 

very competent rhythm player/soloist, 
and when the two guitarists traded solo 
licks, the results were hair-raising. For me 
Osborne’s entire band was the best edition 
i’ve ever seen, and i look forward to seeing 
this quartet in action again in the future, 
they were just that good. The highlight was 

when they covered the Lowell George/
Little Feat “spanish Moon,” where blis-
tering guitar solos erupted from both 
guitarist’s, it’s also a tune the iuso covered 
on the aforementioned “restless Natives.” 
But make no doubt about it, it’s Osborne 
who is the leader here, Osborne also looks 
very healthy these days, and is playing some 

of the fiercest and fearless guitar i’ve ever 
heard him play. 

closing the crawfish Fest was the 
New Mastersounds from the uK with 
the legendary art Neville (time to time) 
sitting in. Got to hand it to arnone 
for both hiring the relatively unknown 
band from england, but for also pairing 

them with Neville, though i have to say i 
enjoyed hearing the Mastersounds alone, 
as opposed to when Neville sat in. They 
were obviously a lot more comfortable with 
their own songs, and played with more 
energy and creativity. With Neville in the 
band they waltzed down memory lane, and 
recited Meters favorites, which was a treat. 
But Neville has slowed down, walks with a 
cane, and walks wobbly needing assistance 
getting to his B3. so bottom line, the band 
had to (slow it down) a bit for art. Long 
story short, it was a ballsy call headlining 
this uK combo, but it worked very well, 
kudos to arnone, and especially to the 
New Mastersounds for putting on a strong 
set. By the way, the New Mastersounds are 
not all that new, were formed by guitarist 
eddie roberts and drummer simon allen 
in the late nineties, have eleven albums in 
their name, and are more than worthwhile 
checking out digitally, and even better live. 
details at: www.NewMastersounds.com

There you have it, another fine edition of 
the 2011 crawfish Fest. arnone always tells 
me that he starts planning next years edition 
the day after the current fest concludes, so 
here’s looking to crawfish Fest twenty-three 
at: www.CrawfishFest.com Bob Putignano 
www.SoundsofBlue.com

Michael Arnone’s 22nd Crawfish Fest, June 3, 4 & 5-2011 Augusta, NJ

Guitar Shorty

Anders Osborne
Art Neville

it’s fireworks time, 
and i don’t mean the 
battles between my 
3 lovely daughters…
the town of Lewisboro 

is holding their 13th annual Fireworks 
spectacular on saturday June 25th at 
Onatru Farm Park in south salem.  as the 
rockets launch, we also launch into another 
edition of “News and Notes…” 

Our friends at the Katonah Museum 
of art have opened a new exhibit, “Joseph 
Wheelwright: Tree Figures.”  some of 
these haunting figures are over 25 feet tall; 
you know the NY Knicks could use that 
height…

For more information give the museum 
a call at 914-232-9555.

and speaking of art, how about this 
one…”There and Not There,” a collage 
by Noel deGaetano at the Pound ridge 
Library though July 16th, for details call 
914-337-4050.

a round of applause for Teo Viola and 
his Bedford hills friends (including my 
daughter claire) who spent last saturday 

raising money for the Bedford hills Free 
Library which is facing a $90,000 budget 
deficit.  With the library being a beloved 
hangout of Teo’s, he tell us that…“he wants 
to ensure that the young kids of Bedford 
hills today have the same opportunities 
and experiences that we had when we were 
kids.” Wise words from a 15 year old!

congratulations to the non-profit 
Opportunity shop thrift store in 
chappaqua as they celebrate their 50th year 
in operation.

The steven Memorial united 
Methodist church is hosting its 19th 
annual “antiques in the church Yard” on 
Monday July 4, for more information call 
914-273-4667.

The John Jay homestead is the latest 
entry into the Farmers Market business. 
Beginning this week and running through 
October, shoppers can find produce and 
products grown and made by local farmers, 
bakers and artisans each saturday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. rain or shine. While you are 
there, take advantage of the beautiful

Continued on page 12

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

www.NewMastersounds.com
www.CrawfishFest.com
www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.gothiccabinetcraft.com
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Continued from page 11 

grounds, enjoying walks through the herb 
and flower gardens. admission to the 
grounds is free. 

Our friend randy tells me that my 
favorite brewery the captain Lawrence 
Brewing company is moving from 
Pleasantville to a new larger location on 
route 9a in elmsford by the end of the 
year.   

The new gazebo is in place, next up 
for the makeover in downtown chappaqua 
is working on the parking lot behind the 
stores on south Greeley avenue.

The Food Bank for Westchester 
located in Millwood has sent out a 
reminder to all county residents that they 
can get food stamp assistance as food 
prices continue to rise, by giving them a 
call at 914-923-1100.

My youngest daughter who plays a 
“mean” guitar tells me that The Guitar 
specialist, a repair facility has a new loca-
tion on route 22 in Goldens Bridge.  

happy 100th birthday iBM, a company 
that certainly has a dramatic effect on all of 
us here in northern Westchester, whether it 
is employment or charitable contributions, 

cheer’s to all the good folks at iBM…
alright, so the summer is here and 

the weather is warm, and it is time to go 
outside!  This saturday, June 25th, somers 
high school hosts the 3rd annual Lynn 
adams Memorial 5K run and 1 Mile 
Walk. This event starts at 9am.  if you need 
a little more time to perfect your stride and 
breathing or you just want an extra week 
of practice, there is also the annual Pound 
ridge road race on saturday, July 2, 
also at 9 am.  i have participated in this 
run and it is a lot of fun, but be warned, it 
gets a little hilly!  For those of you who are 
more ambitious then the rest of us, there is 
always the option of doing both events and 

feeling great!
i’ll need to run after i stop by the 

shelter at the Katonah Memorial Park 
on June 23rd from 6:30 to 8pm for their 
“s’Mores Night” fundraising event.  There 
will be musical entertainment featuring 
the local group the differents.   s’Mores 
making kits & cold drinks will also be for 
sale.  all proceeds go towards fixing up the 
Katonah shelter.

as a very proud father of a 2011 Fox 
Lane graduate, we want to wish all the 
area graduates a wonderful graduation…
congratulations and well wishes to you all!

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

There is an old saying 
that ta my knowledge 
nobody has ever taken 
credit. “a man works 
from sun up to sun down. 

a mother’s work is never done.” if i had 
said that, i would not want any credit for 
it either.

Why this anonymous person compares 
a man with the mother is certainly infor-
mation that is above my pay scale. it is 
almost like comparing apples with horses. 
i like apples and i enjoy riding a horse 
occasionally, but they sure do not have 
anything else in common.

right up front i will say that i honor 
and revere motherhood. as good old abe 
Lincoln said, “all i am or ever hope to 
be, i owe to my mother.” i think that is 
a rather nice way of saying how much he 
appreciated his mother. But, if you will 
permit me, i think good old “honest abe” 
exaggerated just a wee bit on this point.

While i believe mothers have a very 
important role in the bringing up of 

children, it does not preclude the influ-
ence of the father. after all, most mothers 
will say to their children, “Wait until 
your father gets home!” even mothers 
know that they cannot handle it all by 
themselves.

and while i will also give way to the 
point that mothers have a lot of work to 
do and it never seems to get done, such is 
the case with fathers as well. There never 
seems to be enough time to get every-
thing done.

Take for example, the father’s job of 
mowing the grass. That job never gets 
done. if the father has a wee streak of 
ambition about him, gets up saturday 
morning and goes to the garage and 
prepares the lawnmower to mow he 
knows very well that he will never get 
done mowing the grass.

if perchance he gets the lawn mowed 
on any given saturday, he knows, come 
next saturday, if not before, the grass will 
need mowing again… and again… and 
again. an endless chore that never seems 

to get finished.
Of course, there is a 

positive side to this routine. 
When the mother of the 
household gets up on a 
saturday morning and says 
to the father, “honey…” 
[every father knows that 
when he is being addressed 
as “honey,” there will 
follow a “to-do-list.”] 
When the mother of the 
house tells the father of 
the house what needs done 

that day he can simply smile and say, 
“honey”… [every mother knows that 
when she is being addressed as “honey,” 
there will follow a very good reason why 
he will not be able to do her “to-do-list.”]

“honey, i would love to do all of that 
for you today, really, but the backyard 
needs to be mowed.” and with a smile 
that stretches from saturday to saturday, 
he slowly sashays out to the garage and 
prepares the lawnmower for a day of 
mowing the grass.

Oh yes, a father’s work is never done.
Then there is the matter of the father’s 

paycheck. On payday when the father of 
the household receives his paycheck, his 
heart is filled with jubilation, that is, until 
he gets home. When he gets home the 
mother of the household and all of the 
children standing behind her have their 
hands out for their share of his paycheck.

he looks at his family with a great 
deal of pride as he counts out, dollar-by-
dollar, his hard earned paycheck. he had 
been harboring some hope that he would 
go bowling with his buddies this week, 
but by the time he doles out the weekly 
allowances he finds himself completely 
doled out. his only consolation is that 
next payday he will get another paycheck.

Oh yes, a father’s work is never done.
Let us not forget vacation time. all 

year long, the father of the household 
works very hard at his job anticipating 
that weeklong vacation. he dreams about 
setting on the beach with his only agenda 
being nothing, an entire week of relaxation 
and exploiting the vigor of nothingness. it 
is the dream that energizes him all year 
long.

Finally, the week comes that nobody 
is more excited than the father of the 
household.

“all right, family,” the father says, 

“let’s all head for the beach.”
“aw, dad” the tribe of his household 

says, “we want to go to disney World.”
“Whose world?” the father sighs.
after the family votes on where they 

will go for their week’s vacation the father 
of the household, although he will be 
funding the entire week, is outvoted 99 to 
1. “Oh well,” he groans as he packs the 
car for disney World, “there’s always next 
year.”

Oh yes, a father’s work is never done.
Only one exception exists for this rule. 

That is our heavenly father. his work is 
finished in Jesus christ. “Let us there-
fore fear, lest, a promise being left us of 
entering into his rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it. For unto us 
was the gospel preached, as well as unto 
them: but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith 
in them that heard it. For we which have 
believed do enter into rest, as he said, as 
i have sworn in my wrath, if they shall 
enter into my rest: although the works 
were finished from the foundation of the 
world” (hebrews 4:1-3 KJV).

hallelujah, his work is done.

The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, 
Ocala, FL 34472. He lives with his wife, 
Martha, in Silver Springs Shores. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@
att.net. The church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.

Members of recognized houses of worship 
are welcomed to address The Westchester 
Guardian readership. Direct submissions by 
mailto:WHYTeditor@gmail.com.

 A HIGHER POWER

A Father’s Work is Never Done, Either
REV. JAMES L. SNYDER

I feel safe.  I am protected.  
I have Life Alert®.
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One touch of a button sends help quickly in the 
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 SPORTS

Velocity sports 
Performance Westchester is a 
multi-faceted facility divided 
into sections designed to 

provide training for any type of sport disci-
pline. Velocity is the area’s top performance 
facility catering to the aspiring young 
athletes to professional athletes and fitness 
enthusiasts from ages 8-60 at every ability 
levels. Performance training programs are 
given in groups or as individuals. Team 
training is also available. 

Now that Westchester is recognized 
to be a major youth sports area with every 
sport being represented, and at all levels, it 
has become a huge advantage for parents 
to have a training facility in the area. 
Velocity’s proximity permits parents to stay 

close to the facility and within the area to 
complete some of the chores of their day 
while permitting their young player the 
advantages such a facility can impart.

i asked president Brian Fee to give 
us at outline on programs and the type of 
training they offer.

caaMaNO: When did Velocity 
start and when did you open the elmsford 
facility?

Fee: Velocity started in 
2005 and opened the elmsford 
facility in 2008.

caaMaNO: What type of 
equipment does the facility offer 
and have you designated certain 
rooms for special programs?

Fee: The equipment is all 
based on functional training. 
There are no machines where you 
sit or isolate muscles. everything 
is about geared to and about 
performance.

caaMaNO: do you cater to a 
specific clientele?

Fee:  anyone can benefit from our 
programs and expertise. We train athlete’s 
starting from 8 year olds to adults of all ages.

caaMaNO: What sports do you 
focus on?

Fee: We develop overall athleticism; 
focusing on speed, power, and agility 
because those aspects in training elevate 
performance.

caaMaNO: do you take teams or 
individuals? 

Fee: We work with individuals in our 
semi-private classes or in a private setting, 

as well as with teams and schools.
caaMaNO: What sort of programs 

do you gear toward for the young athlete 
and for the adult recreational athlete?

Fee: all programs are flexible 
and there are all kinds of memberships 

available. We listen to the individual’s 
aspirations and goals, develop a schedule 
and make recommendations based upon 
getting to know the athlete.

adults may be defined as weekend 
warriors, super moms, tri-athletes, and 
fitness minded people looking to lose some 
weight, among many others.

Young athletes may be your high level 
elite to kids looking for a little confidence 

that may not presently participate in 
sports activities.

caaMaN: What is your 
daily activities schedule?  Fee: 
adults can choose from 9:30 a.m., 
12:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. options, 
whereas Kids can choose from 4:00 
p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.

We also run Velocity sports 
academy where we conduct sport 
specific skill instruction and devel-
opment in  private, small group, or 
team, and camps and clinics in foot-
ball, soccer, Lacrosse, basketball, and 
cheerleading.

caaMaNO: What do you 
recommend for someone who is just 
beginning to train to get in shape 

and has not been active for a long period 
of time?

Fee: We would start with an evalua-
tion which is comprehensive along with a 
visit to their personal doctor. Only there-
after, can we design a program, measure 
progress, and show results.

caaMaNO: do you have a rehab 
program for athletes getting back into 
training and / or are recuperating from an 
injury?

Fee: We work in conjunction with 
Physical Therapy methodology to get a 
client back into competitive form. We 
often see a huge gap between leaving PT 
and actually being ready for competition. 
We call it a bridge program. We have 
athletic trainers, nutritionists, and sports 
psychologists on staff, enabling us to use 
a comprehensive and integrated approach 
to improve performance and help prevent 
injuries.

address102 Fairview Park DR, 
Elmsford, NY 10523  Phone (914) 
592-FasT.

Velocity Sports in Elmsford, NewYork
By ALBERT CAAMANO

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
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Last year the Village of sleepy hollow 
was mired in drama that was worthy of 
a reality show. We had a cop on trial in a 
federal courthouse, a cop wearing a wire 
to gain information from fellow officers, 
and a federal agent who allegedly erased 
those recordings. By the end of the trial we 
had police officer José Quinoy aquitted of 
brutality, special agent Pena disgraced and 
stripped of her title, and the hope that the 
Village would be able to put all of this drama 
behind them and finally begin to move 
forward and heal.

But hard feelings in village politics and 
government often die hard. This week The 
Westchester Guardian received an email from 
a former resident and emergency service 
worker who claimed he had more infor-
mation about the Village the would like to 
divulge. This time it wasn’t entirely about 

the police department although he accused 
a former police chief of shooting his dogs 
behind Phelps hospital because he was 
too cheap to pay to euthanize them. This 
gentleman had a beef with the sleepy hollow 
ambulance corp and its management by 
the hayes family. always controversial, 
this family has long been involved with the 
ambulance corps (and police department) 
and has always been at odds with the Village 
over one thing or another. 

Jimmy hayes, was recently removed 
from the ambulance corps after his official 
vehicle was spotted in New York city and in 
Northern Westchester. That “fly car” was to 
stay in town to aid those who needed it. The 
village acted appropriately and removed him 
from office and took back the car. Jimmy’s 
mother colleen, who had been the acting 
treasurer of the ambulance corps, has been 

ordered by the Village to turn over the books 
for an independent audit. To those who wish 
to keep this story going by turning the Village 
gossip away from the administration and the 
police department to the hayes family, its 
time to let an outside source decide whether 
or not the hayes family cooked those books 
and used the ambulance corps credit card for 
their personal use. 

The players in last summer’s drama fest 
are moving on. José Quinoy settled his suit 
with the Village for $266,000.00 and was 
allowed to resign. No doubt he will someday 
be able to collect his pension benefits from 
the Village because that’s how we roll here 
in New York state. Michael hayes, the wire 
wearing police officer has returned to duty 
and by all accounts is doing quite well in his 
position as detective. acting Police chief John 
Kapica has finally retired and Greg camp 

has been named police chief. so far everyone 
seems pleased with his performance. Once the 
Village gets over its latest black eye of having 
the firefighter of the year turn out to be a serial 
arsonist, they can get down to the everyday 
business of administering the Village. even 
the former police chief who allegedly shot his 
dogs behind Phelps Memorial hospital has 
moved on; he took his pension (courtesy of 
New York state Taxpayers) and moved to the 
island of st. croix.

When covering local politics, one never 
ceases to be amazed when a local resident 
comes forward with what they believe to be 
shocking allegations of corruption in their 
municipality. decent voters, taxpayers and 
residents come to the heartbreaking real-
ization that this is the norm and not the 
exception. Let’s hope that the Village of 
sleepy hollow can stay the course they’re on 
and restore the sanity and the “sleepyness” of 
their Village.

Nancy King is an investigative reporter who 
resides in Greenburgh, New York.

The Long Winding Saga of Sleepy Hollow Nears an End
By NANCY KING

Born in 1940, he’s on 
Medicare and is collecting 
social security benefits. 
But he’s still fighting the 

bad guys. 
Green Lantern, in a public appearance 

related to his new movie (in which he’ll 
be played by ryan reynolds), addressed 
the media in New York’s Times square 
yesterday, touting himself as the true 21st 
century superhero of all superheroes. he 
admitted to the crowd that superman and 
spider-Man are both good guys, but he 
also declared that they are sO yesterday. 
Plus, while superman and spider-Man 
limit their exploits to planet earth, that’s 
not the case with Green Lantern, who is 
on the intergalactic beat, watching out for 
the whole universe. 

relaxed and occasionally sipping from 
a tall glass of iced tea (green tea, need 
you ask?), he called superman “kind of a 
showoff.” and as for spider-Man? Well, 
according to Green lantern, spider-Man’s 
flying, musical, and organizational skills 
are “severely lacking,” as witnessed by 
the amount of time he’s taken to pull his 
Broadway show together.

Green Lantern told the crowd that 

former Vice-president al Gore had seen 
a preview of his movie and pronounced 
it fantastic. One woman in the crowd was 
unimpressed with that endorsement, whis-
pering to her friend that al Gore gives the 
green light to “just about anything green.” 

Before he ended the press conference, 
Green Lantern recited for the crowd one 
of his oaths: 

in brightest day, in blackest night, 
No evil shall escape my sight 
Let those who worship evil’s might, 
Beware my power... Green Lantern’s 

light! 
apparently he wasn’t overly impressed 

with his own power and light, since he left 
the press conference surrounded by six 
burly security guards. he gave the victory 
sign to the cheering crowd and exclaimed, 
“it’s easy being green!”

Gail Farrelly (www.FarrellysistersOnline.
com) writes mystery novels and short stories 
as well as Op-Eds. Her latest mystery novel is 
“Creamed at Commencement: A Graduation 
Mystery.” The first chapter is available on her 
website. Gail is working on a fourth mystery, 
“The Virtual Heiress.”

 THE SPOOF

Green Lantern Holds Press Conference; 
Discusses His New Movie

By GAIL FARRELLY

www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
http://www.honda.com
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Governmentsection

Mount Vernon’s Mayor 
clinton Young didn’t lie 
when he ran a campaign 
about change. 

For the last three 
and a half years the city’s 

taxpayers have seen their taxes rise and 
quality of life services dwindle while side-
walks to nowhere were repaved. The city 
is more divided today than after the bitter 
2007 mayoral campaign. There has been 
infighting amongst all levels of city govern-
ment and little respite from scandal and 
shame has been offered residents.

The scandal ridden administration 
of Mayor clinton Young is about to be 
upset; his less than stellar appointments and 
publicly financed smear campaign against 
comptroller Maureen Walker and the city 
council has hurt his chances of winning. 

Young has gained a reputation of being 
less than truthful; a schemer and manipu-
lator who is insulated by a gaggle of ruthless 
thugs and henchmen of the same mindset. 
The only thing on their collective minds 
seems to be how to get money out of Mount 
Vernon. The upcoming race is not about 
what really needs to be done for Mount 
Vernon; it is about closing more deals to 
make more money.

Over the course of the next few months 
we will take an in depth look at the gover-
nance of Mayor clinton Young and examine 
his associates and performance. We’ll begin 
with a look at personnel changes Mayor 
Young made since taking office.

Over $1 million on new hires was spent 
in 2008 alone. This figure amounts to sala-
ries and fringe benefits and does not include 
new equipment bought to keep the new 
hires happy doing nothing. clinton Young 
raved about his new team that represented 
the best and the brightest in the city, but 
there’s been no substance behind the chatter. 

John Boykin was hired as Mayor 
Young’s Governmental relations special 
assistant to the Mayor at a salary of 
$62K. he was the mayor’s former constant 
companion and mouthpiece, who not only 
antagonized city hall staff, but insulted the 
public. after John Boykin’s now famous 
Youtube tape was released, the mayor still 
kept him, even after public outcry. Mayor 
Young sheltered John Boykin by removing 
him from the high visibility of the Mayor’s 
Office to a more obscure paid existence in 
the Youth Bureau. This bad move caused 

people to question the mayor’s motives for 
keeping the foul mouthed and obnoxious 
John Boykin despite his having cast a bad 
light on the administration. Public pressure, 
not a commitment to do the right thing, 
eventually forced Mayor Young to fire John 
Boykin once and for all. Today John Boykin 
is running for Mount Vernon city council.

Mary Young, sister of Mayor Young, is 
the Management service commissioner. 
she was hired in 2008 at a salary of $84K 
and was given an immediate raise to $97K. 
she has no prior experience and was a 
clerical worker with chase Bank before 
being given the job by her brother. This is 
the same sister who was forced to leave the 
Board of education after her brother, then 
an elected Board Member, fought to keep 
her on the payroll even though her appoint-
ment reeked of nepotism. Mary Young 
is responsible for overseeing the creation 
of the new cmvny.com website that took 
nearly 4 years to complete. 

Terrance Horton is a personal friend of 
Mayor Young who was hired as department 
of Public Works (dPW) commissioner in 
2008 at a salary of $105K with an immediate 
raise to $120K. he is the owner of QFi, a 
company that recently bid on the Memorial 
Field Project despite horton being an 
officer of the city. Terrence horton has been 
the focus of a number of corruption allega-
tions involving use of city equipment and 
services for personal benefit. One notable 
incident involves the construction of a 

sidewalk to nowhere, conveniently located 
adjacent to a proposed development site he 

was planning to build. horton has no prior 
experience and is said to now be backing 
Yuhanna edwards for Mayor after Mayor 
Young ordered horton not to mess up 
his bid for Mayor. it is alleged by reliable 
sources that Terrence horton introduced 
Yuhanna edwards as the next mayor to 
dPW workers. Talk about loyalty!

Yolanda Robinson previously worked 
with Legislator Young on the county level. 
she was hired in 2008 as chief of staff at 
$70K with an immediate raise to $105K. 
Yolanda robinson rules city hall with an 
iron fist. she is not so much respected, as 
feared by many employees. it is alleged that 
she wields more power than the mayor, 
actually makes most decisions than he, 
and has been seen walking in the commu-
nity in an auxiliary uniform as if she were a 
cop. she is not a Mount Vernon resident 
and has no prior experience other than 
operating a long defunct and unprofitable 
publicity company.

Jennifer Coker –Wiggins, a former 
salesperson in the dress Barn hosiery 
department, is the good friend of clinton 
Young’s sister Mary Young. she was hired 

Continued on page 16

The Change Mount Vernon Mayor Clinton Young Believes In
By SAM ZHERKA

http://www.TheSteveHessTeam.com
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in 2008 in a created position as deputy 
human resources commissioner at a salary 
of $75K. in June 2011 she was appointed 
as commissioner of human resources in 
order to save her job. The New York civil 
service commission law states that if a 
commissioner position is vacant for more 
than four months the department is not 
necessary. human resources never had a 
commissioner since its creation in 2008 and 
coker-Wiggins lacks the skills to perform 
secretarial functions at most. she has no prior 
experience in human resources other than 
availing herself of services while an employee.

Harry Stokes, the city’s inspector 
General, is a former attorney to the 
horton Family and former co – worker of 
democratic city committee Party chair, 
deveraux cannick. after he applied for the 
Management service commissioner posi-
tion in 2008, the position was given to the less 
qualified sister of clinton Young. stokes was 
hired in a newly created position as inspector 
General at $113K that was raised to $135K. 
Questions have been raised over stokes 
necessity since allegations of corruption have 
been overlooked and focus has instead been 
put on the comptroller, suggesting that he is 
merely a puppet for the mayor to quash polit-
ical opposition. harry stokes is not a Mount 

Vernon resident.
Brian Bochow, a former aide to 

Legislator Young was hired in 2008 in created 
position as deputy chief of staff at $66K. 
he was promoted to Water commissioner 
2010 after the retirement of david Ford who 
it is suspected was too old and not favorable to 
clinton Young. Bochow has no prior experi-
ence and is rumored to be of no value to the 
department.

Raquel Ledsma, formerly employed in 
real estate, was hired as special assistant to 
the Mayor – community relations (hispanic 
liaison). Not only did Ledsma lack qualifica-
tions, she cannot speak or write spanish. 

Loretta Hottinger, wife of democratic 
Party 2nd Vice chair, ron detres, was hired 
in 2009 at $122K after favorably serving 
clinton Young while on the city council. 

Rasul Salahuddin, godson of Mayor 
Young, was hired as deputy commissioner 
of recreation in 2008 at a salary of $67K. 
although he had brief stint playing basketball 
overseas, salahuddin has no prior experience 
and spends most days out of the office, on the 
phone or entertaining a bevy of personal rela-
tions. he is the son of al-Farid salahuddin, 
who was promoted to Fire chief after the 
sudden and suspect demotion of al everett, 
a respected fire administrator.

Steve Lawrence, research & Grants 

Writer, was hired in 2011 at $60K. he is a 
former Marketing and Political consultant 
as quoted by Mount Vernon Today publisher 
Kenneth Plummer. Lawrence was recently a 
Mount Vernon democratic city committee 
district Leader and executive committee 
Member who has no prior experience for the 
position.

Antoine Lowe, the Civil Defense 
Director/Commissioner, hired in 2008, 
formerly worked as a laborer in the Water 
department, has no prior experience as a 
supervisor or administrator and has the repu-
tation of being the mayor’s on staff enforcer. 
Lowe has been rumored to have engaged in 
extortion and shakedowns of business owners. 

Hank Miller has held 4 different jobs 
at city hall in the last three and a half years. 

Originally hired in the Youth Bureau in 
2008, he was promoted to special assistant 
to the Mayor at a salary of $62K in 2009. 
in 2010 Mayor Young promoted Miller to 
deputy chief of staff when the city council 
unfunded the Mayor’s special assistant posi-
tions. When that position was not funded 
in 2011, Miller was appointed research 
and Grants Writer. he was also appointed 
Mayor Young’s 2011 re-election campaign 
Manager.

Next installment, Taxpayer Money 
Leaving Mount Vernon; Nearly all Officers of the 
City Live Outside City Limits. clinton Young 
perpetuates abuse of mandated residency 
requirements as outlined in the city charter. 
The prime offender is the inspector General, 
the man charged with investigating abuses of 
taxpayer dollars.

The Change Mount Vernon Mayor Clinton Young Believes In
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NeW rOcheLLe, NY -- The 
New rochelle republican city committee 
endorsed an experienced and forward-
looking slate to restore sound fiscal judgment 
to New rochelle city hall on June 9, 
2011. Leading the ticket is district 4 city 
councilman richard st. Paul who will carry 
the GOP banner as the Party’s candidate for 
Mayor.

upon receiving the GOP endorsement, 
st. Paul pledged, “if i am elected as your 
Mayor, i will take experience from my years 
on the city council and in the private sector 
to ensure that we deliver quality services to 
city residents while controlling taxes and 
spending. such priorities are lost on the 
current Mayor and council who seem driven 
to raise our taxes and continue their out-of-
control spending practices, even during these 
difficult economic times.”

also endorsed were the following:
Member of the city council – district 

1: Lou Trangucci (incumbent)
Member of the city council – district 

2: Al Tarantino (incumbent)
Member of the city council – district 

3: John Earvin
Member of the city council – district 

4: Kevin Barrett
Member of the city council – district 

5: Ilyse Spertus
Member of the city council – district 

6: Steve Mayo

said New rochelle GOP chairman 
doug colety, “We are excited to have 
endorsed richard st. Paul and a terrific 
council slate. Our candidates are committed 
to improving the quality of life for all of our 
residents by ensuring that the reckless tax-
and-spend policies of the democratic Mayor 
and council Majority come to an end.” 

continued colety, “The election of 
richard st. Paul as our Mayor and a GOP 
Majority on the city council will mean 
a new fiscal direction for the citizens of 
New rochelle. a change in direction away 
from the failed policies of unlimited tax 
concessions, one-sided manipulated ida 
abatements, and closed government. it is 
time for a change in the way government is 
run, and the GOP will be leading the way 
with a clear vision for the future of our city. 
i look forward to working with councilman 
st. Paul and our entire slate as we work to 
earn the trust of the voters over the coming 
months.”

The republican Party currently holds 
three seats on the city council and is just 
one seat from winning a majority vote on the 
city council. a victory by councilman st. 
Paul will be historic and give the GOP their 
first mayor in almost three decades.

New Rochelle GOP Endorses Slate for 
November Election
Councilman Richard St. Paul to Lead GOP’s Efforts to Win 
Mayoralty and Council Majority

http://www.sofritony.com
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New rochelle republican 
councilman richard st. Paul 
after being selected to run for 

Mayor vowed to bring more transparency to 
city government.  answering his own question 
about why he was running for mayor, he said 
the city lacks vision and because of this, small 
businesses are leaving the city.  he credited the 
present three republican council members with 
keeping taxes under double digits.  referring to 
the new policy of having Planning and Zoning 
Boards as well as the industrial development 
agency (ida) televised, he said, “When we 
are done, there will be no place to hide under 
a new Mayor.” Four elected republicans on the 
city council could set new policies and make 
us proud of New rochelle.  New rochelle in 
his view is a “mom-and-pop” store commu-
nity with many storefronts.  he wants to “rein 
in” the ida and put it under council control.  
he promised to bring this up at the next city 
council meeting along with ethics reform 
(which he did on June 13).  st. Paul feels he 
has the energy and experience “needed to 
beat incumbent Mayor Noam Bramson” in 
November’s election.  in a city dominated by 
registered democrats, he urged the republican 
city committee members to work together so 
they could achieve more.

The republican council candidates 
were endorsed in the order of their districts.  
in district 1, incumbent councilman Lou 
Trangucci was chosen.   in his acceptance 
speech he reiterated his commitment to fiscal 
responsibility and transparency in government.  
developers in his view need to have their feet 
held to the fire and should not be putting finan-
cial burdens on residents.  Trangucci felt the 
city needed new direction.  he will face former 
councilman roberto Lopez who lost the last 
election to councilman richard st. Paul by 
about 18 votes.

When councilman al Tarantino, council 
district 2, was nominated, his wife said, “he 
puts the city first.”  Tarantino felt more trans-
parency was needed in city government and 
thought a fourth republican vote on the 

council was needed to accomplish just that.  
There is no announced democratic candidate 
in district 2. 

after being introduced for district 3 by 
Peter Parente as a businessman and former 
Marine, John earvin said he did not have a lot 
of ego, but he was “running to win.”  he will 
face councilman Jared rice who won a special 
election last year to fill a vacancy due to the 
untimely death of councilman James stowe.

stepping up to run in councilman st. Paul’s 
seat, Kevin Barrett accepted the nomination for 
district 4 saying he was “happy with the support” 
he received.  he believes there will be a republican 
majority on New rochelle’s city council next 
year. he will run against ivar hyden.

selected to run against councilman Barry 
Fertel in district 5 is ilyse spertus. she said she 
believes in the city and favors transparency and 
fiscal responsibility in government.

a twenty year resident of New rochelle 
and a member of Temple israel, steve Mayo 
was selected to run for the seat being vacated 
by council member Marianne sussman.  he 
will oppose shari rackman.   Mayo felt he had 
a lot of work to do but will be proud to serve.  in 
his view, fiscal prudence and getting more out 
of our tax dollars were priorities.  summing up, 
he felt that districts 5 and 6 are going to find 
out, “There’s a lot to learn from the south end 
of New rochelle.” 

arnold Klugman, chairman of the New 
rochelle democratic city committee when 
contacted by The Westchester Guardian about 
their candidates for this upcoming election  
said, “We’ve got a good team” and we are in 
good shape  because the candidates will work 
together.   ivar hyden is a good candidate 
against a newcomer.  he has been involved 
in the community,  in the Bid and on the 
Municipal arts commission.  roberto Lopez 
is in an hispanic opportunity district.  Both 
these races should be competitive.  “Mayor 
Noam Bramson will win and we have a good 
shot in winning all the other districts.”  

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, and former 
educator.

Highly Competitive City Council Races 
Predicted for New Rochelle    
By PEGGY GODFREY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor 
will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.  
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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rYe, NY -- Paula Gamache, catherine 
Parker and Josh Nathan announced on 
Tuesday that they have joined forces to create 
“The Ticket of experience” to run for rye 
city council in November.

deputy Mayor Gamache and 
councilwoman Parker, first elected to the 
council in 2007, are joined by Nathan, who 
has been President of the rye city Board 
of education for the last three years and a 
member of the Board for eight years.

“strong financial background and expe-
rience are essential for protecting rye in 
these challenging times,” the candidates said 
in a joint statement. “We have that experi-
ence, along with the skill and background 
to make sure that rye continues to be the 
wonderful community we all love.”

The candidates are committed to 
working closely with colleagues, community 
leaders and residents to do what’s best for 
rye. They want rye to continue to be a great 
place to live for everyone, children and adults, 
working and retired.

In particular, they are committed to:
•  Fiscal prudence and discipline in 

budget and tax matters
•  Making sure that any changes to 

Playland are good for rye, and for 
the neighborhoods around the park in 
particular

•  Proper maintenance of city infrastruc-
ture and recreational space 

•  Pedestrian and traffic safety 
•  Maintaining a vibrant downtown 
•  Working well with colleagues, commu-

nity leaders, and residents 
•  Transparency and open government
•  Protecting rye’s environment
The candidates accepted the nomination 

of the rye democrats on Monday night, 
June 13, 2011.

Party chairman rod Brown said: “We 
have three candidates who know, and care 
deeply about, rye. They will listen to our 
residents, work together with their colleagues, 
and make decisions that make sense. This 
is not about any sort of partisan platform. 

What we do as a party is very straightfor-
ward: we seek out and support the best and 
most experienced candidates, rye residents 
who have proven track-records of listening, 
collaborating and putting the interests of rye 
and its residents first. That’s what we have 
with Gamache, Parker, and Nathan: superior 
experience, plain and simple.”

assemblyman George Latimer 
commented: “i am very excited about 
Gamache, Parker, and Nathan. These are three 
individuals devoted to rye and committed to 
open, sensible decision making on the city 
council. Gamache, Parker and Nathan are 
passionate about rye. They have a clear vision 
for rye flourishing as one of the finest commu-
nities on the sound shore, a vision that is 
directly connected to the ideas of the residents 
and the history and character of rye.”

Nathan said: “When Paula and 
catherine asked me to join them in running 
for city council, i was truly honored. i 
have the utmost respect for their work on 
the council and their deep dedication to 
our community. Paula’s financial acumen is 
powerful and catherine’s work keeping our 
downtown vibrant and charming has been 

invaluable.” 
deputy Mayor Gamache said: “We’ve 

worked with Josh on joint council-school 
Board matters, and we know him well. 
he has strong experience with municipal 
budgets and taxes, has a clear vision for how 
best to allocate resources, and he knows how 
to build consensus. We want Josh on the city 
council.”

councilwoman Parker said: “Josh has 
led the school district through challenging 
times, successfully balancing financial 
discipline with providing the top-flight 
educational program we want for rye’s chil-
dren. We wanted Josh on our team.” 

deputy Mayor Gamache said: “in 
serving on the council and as deputy Mayor, 
i have held true to the belief that the best 
decisions are made when they are decided on 
the merits after considering all views. doing 
this well takes experience. and experience is 
especially important now, because the road 
ahead for municipalities remains challenging. 
We must consider carefully how we allocate 
our resources. We need council members 
who place the interests of the community 
first. We need council members who are 

experienced in governance, 
municipal budgeting and 
taxation and in listening 
and staying connected 
to the community they 
represent. i will continue 
to bring that experience to 
the council.”

councilwoman Parker 
said: “We must ensure 
that we have people on 
the council experienced 

in: municipal budgeting and taxes, working 
together for the good of the community 
and carefully allocating public resources in 
a manner that supports the quality of life 
we envision continuing to enjoy in rye. i 
have that experience as a rye city council 
member, and i look forward to applying it in 
the four years ahead.”

Nathan said: “i have been a passionate 
advocate for our schools and the taxpayers 
who support them. My passion extends to 
our city as a whole. Over the next four years 
the city will face important issues. We must 
control property taxes, regardless of whether 
albany forces us to or not, while providing 
the services necessary to meet the needs of 
our residents and maintain the quality of life 
we enjoy in rye. it’s a balancing act that i have 
experience with. When i led the Board of 
education, we were successful in addressing 
the most challenging matters because we 
clearly articulated the community’s vision for 
our schools and we committed to using that 
vision to build consensus in making critical 
decisions. We can have that same success in 
our city government, and i will bring that 
capability to the city council.” 

Re-Elect Rye Deputy Mayor Paula 
Gamache

Paula Gamache was named deputy 
Mayor in January 2011, a public recogni-
tion of her demonstrated willingness to work 
cooperatively with the republican majority 
and of her ability to provide valuable input to 
the governance process. 

as Gamache describes it, “in early 2009, 
rye was faced with unprecedented challenges 
as a result of the financial crisis that began in 
2008. The city council at the time was fully 
engaged in addressing the issues and working 
together as a team. i was appointed to the 
recession Planning Task Force to work with 
city staff on ways to deal with rye’s critical 
fiscal situation. early analysis and planning 
were key to the development of a strategy to 
weather the storm, and our efforts resulted in 
a “re-set” budget framework that continues 
to be employed.”

“i am and have always been a team 
player. as of January 1, 2010, i found myself 
playing on a new team. early on i recog-
nized the need to find ways to work through 
differences perceived by council members 
to reach consensus and get the job done for 
rye. There’s a lot left to do, and the council 
membership’s changing on January 1, 2010 
does not mean my priorities for the fiscal 
health of rye have changed.” 

Gamache also cites her appointment as 
deputy Mayor as evidence that national

Continued on page 19
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party affiliation has no bearing in rye, and 
that voters need to look beyond party labels 
and choose the most qualified and experi-
enced residents to serve on the council.

since January 2009, Gamache has 
worked on the derivatives unwind team of 
the Lehman Brothers holdings inc. bank-
ruptcy restructuring. she offers solid financial 
credentials with many years of private sector 
experience, including municipal bond invest-
ment. she is also a former managing editor 
and reporter for The rye record. her public 
service includes:

•  city of rye Finance committee member
•  city of rye Temporary Trailway 

committee member 
•  district One committee (Greenhaven) 

member
•  Founding director of Friends of the rye 

Meeting house
•  supporter & Volunteer -- rye commu-

nity groups, rye country day school
•  rye historical society docent for 

walking tours
Gamache holds a Ba with honors 

from Wellesley college and an MBa from 
harvard Business school. she and her 
husband, serge Nivelle, who is a member of 
the city of rye Zoning Board of appeals, 
live at 14 Lake road. Their son, alex Nivelle, 
is a graduate of rye country day school, 
Princeton university, and the Wharton 
Business school MBa program. in her 
spare time, Gamache constructs crossword 
puzzles. she was the most published New 
York Times crossword constructor in 2010. 
Gamache is registered as a democrat.

Re-Elect Rye Councilwoman 
Catherine Parker

catherine Parker has played a pivotal 
role on the rye city council since being 
elected in 2008. having already made her 
mark in the community as a business leader, 

she stepped in as chairwoman of the retail 
strategy Task Force and oversaw the central 
Business district streetscape study Group. 
The pedestrian safety improvements that 
have been appearing downtown resulted 
from that work, and will continue to be 
refined before being finalized.

early 2010 saw big changes in local 
government. The new Westchester county 
administration was talking about making 
major changes to Playland. ever the busi-
nesswoman, Parker recognized the need 
to evaluate the current business model, 
but also saw the importance that Playland 
holds as part of rye’s identity. Parker pushed 
successfully to create the Playland strategic 
Planning Group, to protect rye’s interests as 
the county proceeded with its evaluation of 
proposals.

Parker owns “Parkers,” the travel and 
lifestyle store at 43 Purchase st, which she 
founded in 1996. she helped re-start the rye 
chamber of commerce in 1998 as the rye 
Merchants association, and has served as 
President from 1999-2003. she continues 
to serve both as a board member and liaison 
to the city council. she is a graduate of 
Providence college. 

Parker is the proud mother of Julia, 10, 
a student at Milton elementary school and 
champion of Playland, and aidan, 3, who 
was born three weeks after Parker took office. 
Parker’s husband is david Walker, a licensed 
massage therapist in rye, and the family lives 
at 460 Milton rd in Millpond cottage. 

Parker’s affiliations include The rye 
Lions club, The rye arts center advisory 
Board, The League of Women Voters of 
rye, rye Brook, and Port chester and rye 
Presbyterian church, where she is a sunday 
school teacher. Parker is registered as an 
independent.

Elect Josh Nathan For Rye City 
Council

Josh Nathan served as President of the 
rye city school district Board of education 
from 2008 to 2011, leading the district out 
of one of the worst economic crises in recent 
history. in 2009 and 2010, Nathan took over 
the lead in negotiating the current collec-
tive bargaining agreement with the rye 
Teachers association and settled it. This 
past fall, Nathan led the negotiations settling 
the decade-old Osborn home tax litigation 
against the city and the school district. 

Prior to being elected Board President, 
Nathan served as the Board’s Vice-President 
from 2006 to 2008. he was first elected to the 
Board in 2003. during his tenure, Nathan 
chaired the audit committee, the collective 
Bargaining Negotiating Team, the Policy 
committee, and the senior administrator 
search committee. 

Under Nathan’s leadership and tenure, 
the District:

slowed budget growth, and achieved one 
of the lowest tax rate increases in Westchester 
county each year

Made curriculum development a top 
priority and implemented curriculum 
improvements from elementary school 
foreign language to retooling the K-12 
mathematics curriculum

shifted resources to give greater support 
to college admissions

added teams to the athletics program to 
enable more students to participate in sports 

consistently earned recognition as having 
one of the top 100 high schools in the nation

completed major capital projects in each 
of rye’s schools

endorsing Nathan for Board of 
education in 2009, the Journal News wrote: 
“Nathan [has] demonstrated an ability to 
maintain rye’s educational excellence while 
not allowing fiscal free-wheeling to topple 
gains . . . [delivering] budgets to voters 
that annually have been the lowest tax-rate 
increases in Westchester.”

in addition to his volunteer work on the 
Board of education, Nathan has coached rye 
Youth soccer and rye Little League. Nathan 
is a media lawyer and business development 
professional, with a track record of strategic 
media deals and executive producing award 
winning and critically acclaimed documen-
tary, music and lifestyle programming. he is 
a graduate of cornell Law school and Vassar 
college. Josh Nathan, his wife Pam and their 
10-year-old son hal, live on hillside Place. 
Pam owns a flower and special events company 
and is active on the Milton school PTO. hal 
attends Milton school. They are avid sailors. 
Nathan is registered as a democrat.

as of June 1st, resi-
dents may recycle many 
more plastic products 
than previously allowed 

by Westchester county. Prior to the new 
regulations, only plastics marked 1, 2 or 
3 were accepted at the Material recovery 
Facility in Yonkers. Now plastics marked 
one through seven can be recycled. The 
additional numbers include such items as 

medicine containers, yogurt cups, shampoo 
bottles and even buckets and flower pots. 
The caps and lids of containers are also 
now recyclable as well as empty aerosol 
cans.

Last year, the Village of Bronxville 
ranked first in Westchester county in the 
amount of garbage we recycled (71%) just 
ahead of scarsdale and Bedford. The 

Continued on page 20

Environmental Stewardship
By MARY C. MARVIN

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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county-wide average was 51% so the 
Village performed extremely well.

recycling is not only about the envi-
ronment, it translates into real money 
savings for the Village. The “tipping fees” 
or the cost of dumping non-recycled 
garbage into landfills or burn facilities 
are extremely high. Last year $58,491.41 
of your Village taxes was spent to use the 
burn facility in Peekskill to dispose of our 
garbage. an even greater amount of our 
county tax dollars ($122,483.00) went to 
the operation of the disposal facility. The 
ash dump in cortland, NY where the 
residue of the burnt garbage was stored 
was closed and capped due to reaching 
its capacity. as a consequence, a substan-
tial portion of the county levy actually 
goes toward the cost of transporting our 
“garbage ash” out of state. in contrast, there 
is currently no “tipping fee” for recyclables 
and when we deliver recyclables to the 
Material recovery Facility, the MrF sells 
them to manufacturers and processors and 
the Village reaps its portion of the profits.

using recycled materials instead of 
virgin materials for manufacturing saves a 
great deal of energy. For example, it takes 
95% less energy to make an aluminum can 

from recycled aluminum than it does from 
virgin aluminum.

since reusing materials saves so much 
energy, it makes manufacturing costs 
cheaper and the market for recyclables 
lucrative, especially now that the price of 
oil is so high and consumer demand is 
robust.

an aluminum can will still be a can 
in 500 years if it is thrown away, but if it 
is recycled, it can be used to make a new 
can within six weeks and it can be recycled 
an unlimited number of times. in contrast, 
our landfills are so filled with trash, that, as 
a nation, we have less than twenty years of 
capacity left.

understanding what is recyclable and 
taking the initiative to separate household 
waste will further decrease the amount of 
our trash going to the burn facility and 
further improve our 71% recycling rate.

as a refresher, the following items may 
be recycled in addition to the obvious ones 
such as newspapers, beverage bottles and 
aluminum cans.

cereal boxes, phone books, pizza 
cartons, corrugated cardboard, glossy 
magazine and inserts, aluminum foil and 
trays, egg cartons and detergent bottles, 
and now even the caps and lids to any tin 

or plastic item can be placed in your recy-
cling bins.

We ask that you flatten all cardboard 
but do not bundle with string or tape 
together. Please rinse all cans and bottles 
before placing them in your blue bin as 
residue can cause recycling machines to 
malfunction. Labels may remain on all 
items.

The following are items that cannot 
be accepted for recycling: Paint or oil cans, 
Pyrex, plastic and styrofoam packing 
materials, waxed cardboard such as milk 
cartons, cardboard containing any trace 
of food, paperback and hardcover books, 
clothes hangers, and uncoded plastic such 
as found in large toys and plastic tableware.

Only glass that has been used for pack-
aging food or beverages may be recycled. 
Light bulbs, mirrors and ceramic and 
kitchen cookware must be placed in the 
regular garbage.

if you have any questions as to what 
can be recycled, you can either call Village 
hall or refer to the county website at 
www.Westchestergov.org.

in the same spirit of environmental 
stewardship, we ask that you dispose of all 
yard waste and grass clippings in biode-
gradable bags placed at curbside. The bags 
allow us to pick up more frequently, elimi-
nate the odors that emanate from grass 
piles on warm summer days, and most 

importantly, avoid clogging our sewers and 
drains with grass carried by rainstorms. 

even better from an environmental 
and economic standpoint is the concept of 
leaving the grass clippings on your lawn. 
The Village spent almost $60,000 last year 
just to collect and remove yard waste. as 
the clippings decompose on your lawn, 
they supply needed nutrients to the soil, 
shade the grass by keeping the roots cooler 
and help to reduce moisture loss.

Grass clippings can also be used as 
mulch around garden plants, shrubs and 
trees. By placing a clipping layer of one 
to two inches deep, weed growth is held 
down and moisture is kept in the soil. 
Grass clippings of one inch or less actually 
decompose quite quickly and the mulching 
mowers owned by most landscapers do a 
terrific job of shredding the clippings.

Our Village Green committee has 
been instrumental in promoting many of 
these environmental initiatives and we will 
continue to work with them to find solu-
tions to issues such as the disposal and 
mulching of fall leaves.

We are very proud of the Village’s 
environmental record, but there is still 
much more that we can do. Please join us 
in keeping the Village at the forefront of 
environmental stewardship.

Mary C. Marvin is the Mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville. 

 ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

history could be written 
in New York state in a fight 
to legalize same sex marriage. 
The bill made it through the 

assembly, but now is in the hands of the 
GOP-controlled senate standing one vote 

necessary for passage. several republican 
senators are still undecided, but a compro-
mise is in the works. 

Governor andrew cuomo said he 
finds it “encouraging” that republicans 
are negotiating with him over exceptions 

for religious organizations in his landmark 
same-sex marriage bill, and would make 
New York the first state to approve the 
measure by a vote of lawmakers.

“i find it encouraging,” cuomo said 
of his negotiations with a handful of 
wavering republicans in the state senate. 
republicans are calling for greater protec-
tions in the bill so that religiously affiliated 
groups would not be exposed to discrimi-
nation lawsuits for denying services to 

homosexual couples. democrats are 
cautiously optimistic.

“We’ve made good progress and we’re 
working well together,” cuomo said, refer-
ring to the republican holdouts.

“i believe we can address their concerns 
without going over the line,” into discrimi-
nation, he said.

cuomo pointed to himself as an example 
of someone who could be loyal to his reli-
gious beliefs while supporting the bill.

“i happen to be a catholic. and 
that’s my business and that’s my religion,” 
cuomo said. “This has nothing to do with 
my beliefs as a catholic. This is marriage 
in a civil context. Marriage as defined by 
government, not by a religion. and the law 
has to protect that separation and that’s 
what we’re working through.”

senate Majority Leader dean skelos 
said cuomo’s office was “receptive” to 
negotiating. he wants members to feel 
“comfortable” should the bill be reported 
to the floor and passes, no social services 
provided by religious organizations will be 
halted as a result.

Continued on page 21

Marriage Equality One Vote Shy
By CARLOS GONZALEZ

Environmental Stewardship

www.Westchestergov.org
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Continued from page 20
“With our conference, this is going 

to be a very deliberative process, and 
members on both sides of the issue are 
raising similar concerns,” he said. such 
additional provisions may be considered 
in a chapter amendment - the assembly 
passed a same-sex marriage bill submitted 
by cuomo - or in a new bill, that would 
have to pass both houses.

Meanwhile, gay-rights advocate and 
pop megastar Lady Gaga has mobilized 
her 11 million Twitter followers to call 
their senators on the issue—and even 

putting a call in to one herself.
Yesterday, the performer urged her 

“little monsters” via Twitter to call or 
e-mail the senators, and she even called 
sen. Thomas duane’s office asking him to 
support the same-sex marriage bill.

duane’s staff reminded the mega-icon 
that the Manhattan democrat she called is 
the senate’s only openly gay member, and 
has pushed for same-sex marriage for years.

Opps! Guess Gaga was gagging on 
that one.

she should stick with pressure out 
west. in a concert in Buffalo in March, 

Lady Gaga called on attendees to call 
Buffalo sen. Mark Grisanti, a republican, 
urging him to pledge his support for same-
sex marriage.

as of today, Grisanti is undecided on 
the bill and was reminded that he would 
lose the conservative line next year if he 
were to cast a vote in favor of the same-sex 
legislation. 

Let’s not forget that Grisanti, who was 
a registered democrat prior to running for 
the senate seat in 2010, achieved an upset 
victory in a largely democratic district 
that was politically off the radar to strat-
egists who didn’t consider former senator 

antoine Thompson at risk of losing. 2012 
may pose a different scenario with a consid-
erable amount of african-americans 
expected to show up at the polls in a presi-
dential race. add angry marriage equality 
advocates into the mix and Grisanti might 
as well pack it in. Look for Grisanti to lean 
to the left and support the bill.

regardless of how this plays out, i 
stand with staff, lobbyists, journalists, you 
name it - lots of chatter at the capitol on 
marriage equality. We want this issue over 
with already. The state has many other 
important and critical issues with which to 
contend. 

aLBaNY, NY -- The New York state 
senate overwhelmingly passed legislation, 
senate bill 4005-a, that expands health 
insurance coverage for individuals with 
autism spectrum disorders (asd). The bill, 
which is co-sponsored by senator andrea 
stewart-cousins(d/i/WF- 35th district), 
requires New York health insurance compa-
nies to cover the screening, diagnosis and 
treatment of asd including behavioral 
treatments, speech therapy and occupa-
tional therapy for individuals of any age.

senator andrea stewart-
cousins said, “Tens of thousands 
of New York families are affected 
by autism spectrum disorders, and 
until now, they have been forced 
to make painful financial choices 
just to pay for their autistic child 
or family member’s treatment. 
When this becomes law, they can 
take comfort in the fact that those 
days are over.”

under current law, insur-
ance companies were permitted 
to deny coverage for essential 
services to individuals on the 
autism spectrum, forcing families 
to be overburdened with medical 
bills often resulting in lengthy 
gaps in treatment. When this 
legislation becomes law, New 
York will join 23 other states that 
require insurance companies to 

cover treatments related to asd.

“This was the right thing to do for 
New Yorkers with asd, because by 
opening access to these treatments we are 
making sure that they have an opportunity 
to live happy and healthy lives. it took a 
true bi-partisan effort to get to this point, 
and that is a testament to the importance 
of this legislation,” senator stewart-
cousins concluded.

The bill also passed the assembly 
today and is expected to receive Governor 
cuomo’s signature to become law. 

Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins Co-Sponsored Bill to Expand Autism Coverage

aLBaNY, NeW YOrK 
-- assemblywoman amy Paulin 
announced her bill (a113a), 
which will enable more public 
libraries to utilize the state 
constructions grant program has 
passed the assembly.

“current matching require-
ments for construction grants are 
unnecessarily onerous for commu-
nities with limited resources,” 
explained assemblywoman 
Paulin. “This bill will encourage 
economically disadvantaged 
communities to engage in library 
construction projects.”

currently, localities are 
eligible for library construc-
tion grants from the state with 
a 50/50 matching requirement. 
in other words, the locality must 
have adequate resources to cover 
50 percent of the cost of the 
construction project for which 

they are receiving a grant.
in economically disad-

vantaged areas, this matching 
requirement is a serious impedi-
ment to participation in the grant 
program. This bill will allow 
localities in high-needs areas to 
receive grants with a 75 percent 
match from the state.

“This bill will level the playing 
field for all libraries to access state 

construction grant funds,” said 
executive director of the New 
York Library association Michael 
Borges. “The library community 
greatly appreciates the tremen-
dous efforts of assemblywoman 
Paulin in getting this bill passed 
and looks forward to the bill 
passing the senate as well.”

in addition, the bill amends 
the law to allow localities to use 
the grant program to purchase 
vacant land on which to build 
new library facilities.

amy Paulin is the New York 
state assemblywoman repre-
senting the 88th district which 
consists of the communities of 
scarsdale, eastchester, Tuckahoe, 
Bronxville, Pelham, Pelham 
Manor, New rochelle, and 
White Plains.

Paulin’s Assembly Bill Encourages Communities to 
Engage in Library Projects
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OP edsection

On the afternoon of June 
16, 2011, we watched congressman 
anthony Weiner’s four-minute swan song, 
in which he showed the skills he had honed 
over twenty years as a public official. The 
council center for seniors in sheepshead 
Bay was crowded with over a hundred 
reporters and 40 TV cameras, a larger 
media scrum than he had ever assembled 
while he was politically alive. it made more 
than one viewer wistful for what Weiner 
might have been able to do for New York if 
he had had his head screwed on right.

unfortunately, beneath his “YaVis” 
exterior (Young, attractive, Verbal, 
intelligent and successful) there lay a nest 
of aggression and insecurity so deep that 
the congressman propelled himself into a 
prolonged and repeated pattern of personal 
behavior which is completely inconsistent 
with acting as a tribune of the people in a 
democracy.

Who can say what any of us have in 
our minds? Mostly, we wisely keep our 
thoughts to ourselves, particularly if they 
are socially or politically unacceptable. For 
an elected official to engage in reckless 
conversations with numerous strangers, 
while identifying himself to them as a 
Member of congress, a substantial part of 

his mind must have wanted to be discov-
ered and for the charade to end. When last 
month he inadvertently pressed ‘reply to all’ 
and set off the firestorm which devoured 
his career, he was possibly, at one level or 
another, opting out of a lifestyle which, 
to say the least, papered over a conflicted 
brain.

although he was no genius, Weiner 
was a smart, diligent and basically moderate 
politician. he had the potential to be the 
outer borough middle-class successor to 
the Manhattan aristoi. he had difficulties 
with his staff, but that is not unusual when 
intense, demanding and self-important 
public officials employ decent, honorable 
people at modest wages who are unpre-
pared to calibrate their lives to their boss’s 
ambitions. That is putting it in a kindly 
way, but today is not the day to jump on 
a man who has just departed a life that he 
may find more precious than his own.

Weiner first ran for Mayor in 2005, and 
adroitly dropped out, leaving the thank-
less task of taking on Mayor Bloomberg 
to Fernando Ferrer. he was considered 
a likely candidate in 2009, but deferred 
to comptroller Bill Thompson after the 
Mayor and city council extended term 
limits. One line i recall being bruited 

about in those days, less than three years 
ago, is that Mayor Bloomberg was report-
edly willing to spend $100 milllion on his 
campaign, of which $20 million could be 
spent on “oppo research”, digging up dirt 
on his rivals. That was far more than would 
have been needed to discover congressman 
Weiner’s indiscretions, so the rest of the 
$20 mil could have been spent on enough 
media to ensure that all New Yorkers could 
consider the fruits of the negative research.

Probably the Mayor didn’t threaten 
to do that, just as Marie antoinette never 
said: “Let them eat cake.” But if enough 
people say you said it, or think you said it, 
or think it reflects your views, it can lead to 
a one-way ride on a tumbrel.

The teachable moment that emerges 
from this personal tragedy and public farce 
is that, with many people who we think of 
as leaders, emotion can overpower reason, 
and people can and do perform incred-
ibly self-destructive acts. When one such 
person gains access to a weapon of mass 
destruction, our civilization will be at stake. 
We should do our best to minimize that 
possibility.

Bertrand russell (1872-1970) said in 
1962, “since adam and eve ate the apple, 
man has never refrained from any folly of 
which he was capable.” Lord russell, who 
won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1950 
and was regarded as a brilliant philoso-
pher and mathematician, was forbidden 
to teach at the city college of New York 
in 1940 by a lower court decision which 
objected to his views on sex outside of 
marriage. Mayor LaGuardia refused to 

appeal despite pleas from albert einstein 
and John dewey, among other individuals 
considered wise. LaGuardia was running 
for a third term (which was then allowed 
by the city charter) in 1941. russell was 
an avowed atheist, which gave offense to 
many believers.

anthony Weiner’s self-destructive 
behavior was not a threat to world peace. 
it was a ticking time bomb, but he and 
those who love him, are the only victims. 
Nonetheless, it should be a wake-up call 
for those seeking an honest, rational, 
perceptive and moderate candidate to run 
for Mayor of the city of New York in 
2013, which is not as far off as people may 
believe.

Those interested should be judged on 
their character and achievements, rather 
than their promises, intrigues, race, reli-
gion, gender or sexual orientation. The 
same principle that forbids discrimination 
on those bases should also forbid favor-
itism on the basis of what is called “identity 
politics”. The amount of money that each 
man or woman has already collected from 
those who hope to benefit by their election 
should not overwhelm merit as the basis 
for choice between candidates.

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct 
email to him at mailto:starQuest@
NYcivic.org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing at 
New York civic.

 NEW YORK

A Train Wreck Called Desire 
By HENRY J. STERN

 CIVIC

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Anthony Weiner Self-Destructs after Twenty Years in Politics; 
Turns Out We Didn’t Know Ye

Closed Government is 
Bad Government...

currently, a handful of Town and 
Village officials have been meeting behind 
closed doors discussing the topics of 
consolidating courts, dPW services, and 
whole government structures. even more 
recently, the Village of Briarcliff Manor 
has pulled out of these closed meetings. 
While the Ossining Town Board and 

Ossining Village Board currently meet 
once a month in public, the very specifics 
regarding the before mentioned consolida-
tion efforts are only detailed in these closed 
meetings. This iMa committee is not 
subject to the Open Meetings Law because 
it is comprised of elected officials and non-
elected officials. Therefore, if i were to 
attend one of these meetings, a violation 
of the Open Meetings Law would occur 
because a quorum (majority) of the Town 
Board would be present. however, to avoid 
such a situation, all this committee would 
have to do is advertise and make public their 
meetings. They choose not to do this. These 
facts have been upheld and supported by 
robert Freeman, executive director, NYs 
committee on Open Government. 

i, along with residents, other elected 

officials, and union leadership, have 
expressed interest in attending these meet-
ings. however, the closed door meetings 
continue without the public being able 
to watch or become otherwise informed. 
Furthermore, any document used in these 
meetings, whether it is in draft form or 
final, is subject to public review under 
F.O.i.L. (Freedom of information Law). 
This fact begs the question: if all informa-
tion, reports, minutes, etc… is available to 
the public, then why must this committee 
close their doors to the public?

Peter J. Tripodi iV
Ossining, New York
The author is the republican candidate 

designate for Ossining Town supervisor.
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LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Lexington Capital Associates, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/14/2011. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY desi gn. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC P.O. Box 376 Great 
Neck, NY 11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

United Trade Alliance L.L.C. Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/7/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 9-7 Nicole Circle Os-
sining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
Registered Agent: Spiegel & Utrera, P.A., P.C. 1 
Maiden LN, 5th Fl NY, NY 10038.

Notice of formation of R. Jaundoo Realty LLC. 
Filed with the Secy. Of State of NY(SSNY) On 
02/09/11. Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNYdesignated as agent of LLC upon Whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, 4021 Paulding Ave Bronx 
NY 10466. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

TMRC, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/24/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC C/O Rose Chin PO Box 956 Bronxville, NY 
10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Amkai LLC Authority filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 5/10/11. Office location: Westches-
ter Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 3/26/07 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to The LLC 200 Business Park DR 
Ste 208 Armonk, NY 10504. DE address of LLC: 
1209 Orange St Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Do-
ver, DE 19903. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation  Arita Advisory Services, LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 4/28/2011. Off. Loc.: 
Westchester Cnty. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 170, Bedford, NY 10506. 
Purpose: all lawful activities.

Wellness by the Sea Retreats,LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/1/2011. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Sandra Ramos 333 Bronx 
River Road #502 Yonkers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

SG FIRE PROTECTION LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/31/2011. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
198 PARK AVE. W. Harrison, NY 10604 Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: 
Gaetano Vitolo 198 PARK AVE. W. Harrison, 
NY 10604

FLEUR RESEARCH LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/14/2011. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 100 
Hickory Lane Bedford, NY 10506 Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Z & Q, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 4/26/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 125 Westchester Ave #FS03 White Plains, NY 
10601. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Pastor- Conduct worship service to con-
gregation; Prepare and deliver sermons; 
Be available for personal discipleship and 
counseling. Req. MA in Divinity, Resume to: 
New York Great Faith Church 261E. Lincoln 
Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY 10552 

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. 
Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store 
$1200.
Suitable for any type of business. 
Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 
914.632.1230
Deer Mngmnt seeks Lead Application 
Developer in Larchmont, NY to sup-
port analysis, design, impl & testing of 
new & existing bus systems & serve 
as lead programmer for custom app 
dev related areas incl software cod-
ing, database design, & report writing. 
Resumes to Deer Management Co 
LLC., ATTN: JAmbrosino, 1865 Palmer 
Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538, Ref. job 
code: LAD-029. No calls/emails/faxes 
EOE.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor 
will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.  
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

“I tell my friends who 
tan about Jaime. She 
died from melanoma 
before she turned 30. 

I know tanning isn’t safe. 
You could die -  just 
like Jaime did.”
 -Amanda Asplin

Learn more about
Jaime’s skin cancer at
www.aad.org/PSA
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