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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday toFriday, from  
10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the Internet:  
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel. 
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 
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ONE BLOCK FROM THE TRAIN & YOU ARE HOME!

www.thehammelbuilding.com(914) 636-6070

THE HAMMEL BUILDING

Brand New Luxury Rental Communnity
32 Burling Lane, New Rochelle 10801

OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 12N-3PM
One block from metro station

In-unit washer/dryer
Secure indoor parking
Basement storage bins

Bark Park - pet playground

BLUE TRUTH

Hartnett Connived But Could Not Survive
By HEZI ARIS
Edmund Hartnett 
emerged under a cloud 
of controversy when 
he acceded to the posi-
tion of Yonkers Police 
Commissioner in 2006. 

Sources advise he received inside sup-
port from then Yonkers Mayor Phil 
Amicone, retired NYPD Detective 
and Special Liaison to Mayor Amicone 
John Fleming, then PBA Vice President 
Keith Olson, then Detective Division 
Det. Sgt. Brian Moran, and current 4th 
Precinct Captain John Mueller. The 
Yonkers Tribune reader may refer to each 
respective protagonist collectively as 
the “framers” of a ploy that would dra-
matically move and thereby change the 
course of the Yonkers Police Depart-
ment forever were it to work.  In a sense, 
the Yonkers Police Department (YPD) 
was to be unknowingly transformed into 
the sixth borough of New York City. 

Hartnett was quick to inculcate the 
“framers’” intimate information about 
police personnel so as to change the 
culture of the YPD to one that would 
mimic that of the NYPD. Hartnett had 
the “framers’” tools and would come to 
run roughshod over the Yonkers Po-
lice Department demanding standards 
be followed that did not go to embel-
lish police effectiveness in Yonkers. He 
imposed protocol akin to a dressed up 
public relations effort. He required some 
innocuous conduct, such as demand-
ing all officers wear hats at all times. 
Unsafe and questionable behavior was 
demanded. Even if asked to assist a 
unit in a different quadrant, they were 
admonished to stay put and not assist; 
maintaining their assignment. Hart-
nett’s “framers’” formulated directives, to 
which they were not required to comply. 
They created a sense of wariness and fear 
of retribution by Hartnett among the 
department. Ultimately, the camarade-
rie and support the men and women in 
blue had long nurtured waned under his 

watch. Hartnett salivated over his ability 
to make the YPD submit to his will. His 
demeanor would impose responsibility 
on uniformed police officers and their 
families by the “political dramas” made 
to smolder behind closed doors for the 
benefit of the “framers”.  

Edmund Hartnett, perceived to 
suffer a Napoleonic complex, was your 
typical NYPD-style micro manager. 
When he first arrived he was quick to 
respond to radio calls, but would soon 
come to question police officers re-
sponse times, and actions. He was well 
briefed by the “framers” on the inner 
workings of the department, as well as 
the background on just about every per-
sonnel member. He was so “over the top” 
in his lust and zealousness that the union 
heads started to feel the heat early on 
from the membership. They were quick 
to request Hartnett stop responding to 
calls. This was one of the few requests 
Hartnett would acquiesce to during his 
tenure in office. 

Commissioner Hartnett had many 
friends and acquaintances that lived 
and worked along the commercial rib-
bon of McLean Avenue. It was in the 
Irish enclave that Hartnett formulated 
his image of Yonkers and the Yonkers 
Police Department. Former Commis-
sioner Hartnett had little respect for the 
department. He believed the Yonkers 
Police Department did not measure up 
to the professionalism he believed placed 
the NYPD on a higher pedestal. His 
perceptions of the YPD would engage 
his thinking throughout his tenure. He 
believed he needed to change the culture 
of the department to be more like the 
NYPD, irrespective of the differences 
among the two cities and irrespective of 
the men and women in the department. 
He quickly found support among the 
“framers” of three plus one. Their col-
lective agenda was to somehow create 
accountability where they all believed 
there was none. The quest for account-
ability, based on misconceptions of the 
department by a lone outsider was dis-

respectful, demeaning, caused positions 
to be wantonly expunged to satiate then 
former Mayor Phil Amicone, while 
the foursome worked to undermine 
the well-earned respect garnered by the 
YPD over many years. Even so, their 
respective and collective agenda would 
come to eclipse those of the department 
and their plot would come close to ruin 
a good police department. Their selfish 
ideology would quickly and negatively 
impact police conduct and practice. 
They exhibited little care or concern over 
YPD morale plummeting throughout 
the department. 

Hartnett heard that Yonkers’ unions 
were contentious.  Hartnett worked to 
foster a more solid and closer relation-
ship with the Yonkers Police Benevo-
lent Association (PBA), specifically 
with president Eddie Armour and then 
vice-president Keith Olson, as well as 
the Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants 
Association (CLSA), under the con-
trol of then president Lieutenant John 
Mueller. Assured he had support from 
the CLSA and PBA, Hartnett knew he 
would be able to make dramatic changes 
to the department without any push 
back from the uniformed personnel. In 
exchange, Olson and Mueller were able 
to go after any adversary by any means 
including, intimidating fellow members, 
engaging in unwarranted and nuisance 
investigations against members from 
both unions, and denying members 
overtime when they spoke out that they 
had been overlooked. 

They were able to place allies in spe-
cialized units, decimating patrol units, 
raping resources and personnel. When 
the membership complained, both 
leaders would play the game in which 
they placed blame on Harnett and the 
financial woes of Yonkers. So it was with 
a dismissive tone and a veiled threat of-
ficers would recoil from the scene upon 
being advised they were lucky to have 
a job. The union leaders were far from 
candid with their membership; Com-
missioner Hartnett was watching their 

backs, and they his, while the depart-
ment was eviscerated to less than it was. 
The YPD was cut down in size to vali-
date Commissioner Harnett’s premise 
that the YPD did not measure up. They 
were destroying the YPD from the in-
side; trying to smash a square peg into 
a round hole.

One of the first things they all 
agreed upon was the implementation 
of “CompStat” to satisfy their yearn-
ing for “accountability”. The CompStat 
software program (COMPuter STA-
Tistics or COMParative STATistics) 
was perhaps a well-intentioned tool, but 
by holding precinct commanders ac-
countable for controlling crime, which 
had degenerated into pressuring others 

among the ranks to keep numbers low 
“by any means”, including a routine 
monthly tongue lashing by Commis-
sioner Hartnett when at those  meetings 
statistics were scrutinized. CompStat 
does not function on its own. It requires 
resources by which to function properly 
so as to reduce crimes. Instead, the Ami-
cone Administration chose to buy the 
CompState software despite not hav-
ing won authorization from the Yon-
kers City Council. CompStat required 
resources to function, that is personnel, 
to be maintained, rather than dismissed 
as they were gutting the department. 
Without resources, CompStat is rel-
egated to a game without players. The 
statistics created under the CompStat 
umbrella were used by Hartnett to out-
wit the unions by playing them against 
one another. For example, the old con-
quer and divide tactics they engaged 
in worked. They would give excessive 
overtime to the street captains to seduce 
them into doing what they were told 
and ensure they followed the program 
without ever challenging Hartnett in 
any manner. Hartnett had the hierarchy 
of both unions feigning to blame each 
other when they were all in on the scam. 
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COMMUNITYSection

Hartnett continued to get inside 
information from the PBA, and the 
CLSA as to what units they liked and 
those they disliked. Thereafter, the most 
egregious acts against the Yonkers Police 
Department commenced. The cutting 
of units that Olson and his cronies told 
Hartnett were not functioning would 
be shut down. The cuts were staggering, 
and to date have not been resurrected. 
The non-existent units were gutted out 
of the budget in entirety without a peep 
from the unions at that time. Mean-
while, Olson and Mueller continued to 
play both sides of the fence. Hartnett sat 
back while his three hatchet men would 
take care of any and all political rivals.

The units lost were: Police Athletic 
League (P.A.L.),  School Resource Of-

ficers, Burglary, Domestic Violence, and 
Housing Unit were reduced despite their 
effectiveness. The personnel members 
from those units were uprooted from 
their posts, shifts, and families. They also 
eliminated all Police Foot Patrol posts, 
and then burdened patrolling sector cars 
with added responsibility. At one point, 
they even cut an Emergency Service 
Unit truck from service. All this went 
on without even a whispered objection 
from the union leadership. Hartnett 
continued to pillage the department by 
getting rid of what was known as “511 
arrests”, revamped the overtime policy 
once, then a second time to benefit 
certain individuals, made the member-
ship fill out redundant forms on a wink 
and a nod, and trained personnel while 
they were working in uniform without 

any compensation. It was also rumored 
that he may have brought in the United 
States Department of Justice (D.O.J.) to 
aid him in revamping the YPD, while 
pulling the wool over Olson and the rest 
of the “framers”. Hartnett also promoted 
a lieutenant to detective lieutenant as 
the department’s spokesperson, and also 
used him as his driver, utilizing a vehicle 
that was recovered during a police inves-
tigation by the Yonkers Housing Police. 
He also promoted John Mueller from 
lieutenant to captain, and let Mueller 
stay in the Intelligence (Intel) Unit as a 
captain thus denying other lieutenants 
from that promotion.   

In the end, Hartnett survived from 
September 2006, to the end of 2011. In 
Harnett’s final days, he himself became 
the target. Hartnett was close to expiring 
from his employment as commissioner. 
Lo and behold, Hartnett discovered the 

same trio, PBA President Keith Olson, 
4th Precinct Captain John Mueller, and 
Det. Sgt. Brian Moran of the Detective 
Division were undermining his author-
ity in a power move to make Mueller 
the next Yonkers Police Commissioner 
to coincide midstream with the 2011 
mayoral race in full swing. Olson had 
his hand in two buckets; he had Mueller 
and Moran sniffing around then may-
oral candidate Minority Leader John 
Murtaugh, while he was courting then 
New York State Assemblyman Mike 
Spano. When Hartnett found out that 
they were backstabbing him, it was re-
ported that he called Mueller up to his 
office and gave him a verbal thrashing 
at which Mueller did not say one word. 
Mueller did not have the decency nor 
the respect of Commissioner Hartnett 
to inform the sitting Yonkers Police 
Commissioner that he (Mueller) want-

ed his job. This after all the deals they 
made with one another and the unions. 

It was also reported that the same 
backstabbing individuals did not have 
the decency to attend Hartnett’s de-
parting luncheon at the X20 restaurant. 
Undercover, Olson was in fact seated by 
a window at The Dolphin Restaurant 
watching the attendees come and go 
to and from X20 during the luncheon. 
Hartnett turned out to be the sly fox, 
and Olson and his cronies turned out to 
be real dopes. Both unions were denied 
a contract; a calamity that exists to this 
day, over 18 months beyond the last days 
of Commissioner Hartnett. They were 
played by the Amicone Administration 
like cheap strumpets. 

Their conduct speaks for itself. 
Their resume is part of Yonkers histori-
cal legacy.

Continued from page 3

Hartnett Connived But Could Not Survive

BLUE TRUTH

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
June is busting out all 
over, as is my waistline, 
so I started my annual 
pre-bathing suit diet a 
little early, less eating, 

more writing, so sit back and enjoy 
this week’s fat free edition of News & 
Notes.�

We have driven by the Bedford 
Shell gas station hundreds of times, but 
never thought of buying a lottery ticket 
there, so congrats to Darwin Morales as 
he did, and won $1 million on a Power-
ball ticket! If I had only grabbed a ticket 
instead of that candy bar, oh well, next 
time 

Jump in and support the 2013 
Swim Across America events being 
held in our area, on July 14th at  Chap-
paqua Swim & Tennis Club and at the 
Lakeside Field Club in North Salem 
on July 21st . These events help raise 
funds and awareness in fighting cancer.

Congratulations and a standing 
ovation to Harrison High School’s 
presentation of“Crazy for You” as it was 
named outstanding overall production 
at the 15th annual Metropolitan High 
School Theater Awards recently held at 
the Paramount Hudson Valley Theater 
in Peekskill.

Join Bedford 2020 and John Jay 
Homestead for Lawn and Order, a 

special program highlighting simple, 
cost-free steps to take in your yard that 
will make a big impact on the quality 
of our community’s drinking water and 
the health of our families. On Satur-
day, June 22nd, at 11am, at the John Jay 
Homestead, you can learn about chem-
ical free lawn care, the importance of 
trees, practices for well and town water, 
and more.  June 22nd is also opening day 
for the John Jay Homestead Farmers 
Market. Plan your morning with valu-
able information and delicious local 
food.

Bedford Hills at War, no not at my 
house, is the name of a new exhibit at 
the Bedford Hills Historical Museum.  
Items on display include photographs, 
pins, maps, uniforms, posters and much 
more all from World Wars I and II.

Now here’s a party: the 9th An-
nual Pleasantville Music Festival is set 
for July 13th at Pleasantville’s Parkway 
Field; great food, great music, and a 
great time for all.

Grab your sneakers and head over 
to Manhattanville College in Purchase 
for the annual Westchester Walk to 
Defeat ALS on June 23rd. The walk is 
sponsored by the ALS Association - 
Greater NY Chapter and co-chaired by 
Fran and Bill Monti of North Salem. 
ALS, commonly known as Lou Geh-
rig’s Disease, is a disease of nerve cells 
that affects voluntary muscle move-

ment. It is usually genetic, and is pres-
ently incurable and often fatal.

A loud shout out to all High 
School seniors in our area who gradu-
ated this past week. Congratulations on 
all that you have accomplished thus far, 
and best wishes for whatever road you 
choose for your future! Congratula-
tions also to Assistant Principal Robin 
Schamberg at Fox Lane High School 
who is retiring at the end of this month. 
Robin’s passion for education and for 
the well being of each and every stu-
dent is unparalleled. She will be sorely 
missed by colleagues, students, and par-
ents alike.

Not that I am eligible to receive 
this publication, but wanted to give a 
shout out to the good folks at Northern 
Westchester Hospital for being named 
one of the 66 safest hospitals in Ameri-
ca by AARP The Magazine.®

If you are looking for some great 
theater, but don’t want to go to the city 
in the summer heat you are in luck. 
Caramoor opens its 68th season with 
a revival of the Broadway classic “She 
Loves Me”. The night begins at 8:30 
PM on Sunday, June 23rd at the Car-
amoor Center for Music and the Arts 
in Katonah.

Three cheers, or should I say golf 
claps to our buddy Rob Labritz, the 
Glen Arbor head pro who fired in a 
hole in one on his way to a second 

straight victory at the Polo Golf Met 
PGA Pro Championship; way to go 
Rob.

The Jeffers family all turned out to 
watch the always wonderful Katonah 
Fireman’s Parade. This annual event 
really brings friends and neighbors to-
gether to cheer on the county’s finest 
firemen and women, bagpipes, bands, 
and some real shiny trucks, a true piece 
of Americana.

Here’s to all the fabulous fathers 
in the area, I am very fortunate to have 
three wonderful daughters and a Dad 
that taught me so much. Most impor-
tant was the love he always showed me, 
Happy Father’s Day. See you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
With only two feature films to her credit so far, writer-director Tania 
Hermida, who was born in Cuenca, facilitates discovery of Ecuador 
through the discerning eyes of girls and young women.

Tania Hermida first tried to follow in the footsteps of her fam-
ily’s tradition; studying medicine, she was deflected within a year, de-

ciding to instead immerse herself in creative disciplines, studying of the arts to satisfy 
her visual yearning for beauty. Because there was no film school in Ecuador at that 
time (1991), Tania succeeded to obtain a scholarship to join San Antonio de los Ba-
ños, the International Film and TV School co- founded in Cuba by Gabriel García 
Márquez. During her four years of study there, she studied and directed her first 
short films, both documentary and fiction. The International Film and TV School 
attracts film enthusiasts from Asia and Africa as well. Returning to Ecuador, Tania 
was commissioned to create short documentaries for non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGO’s) while finalizing her masters in cultural studies at the Universidad 
del Azuay with a thesis on the different notions of time in narrative films. Between 
1996 and 2007, she combined her work as a filmmaker with the teaching of film at 
the San Francisco de Quito University.

It was about the same time she felt she had the necessary tools to realize her 
dream of writing and directing a feature film. Hence came her acclaimed debut 
“How Much Further” (Qué tan lejos). “At that time, there were no film laws or film 

Ecuadorian Eyes
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councils to fund projects in Ecuador”, 
remembered Tania. “Realizing a film 
was a passionate task for which I ap-
proached public and private institutions 
inside and outside Ecuador, and even 
started some kind of crowd-funding. 
It took me a year and half to gather 
the production budget in addition to 
a small postproduction support from a 
Spanish producer”. In the meanwhile, 
Ecuador witnessed political instability 
with the removal of President Lucio 
Gutiérrez from office by Congress in 
April 2005. Vice President Alfredo 
Palacio took his place and remained 
in office until the presidential election 

of 2006; it was at that time that Rafael 
Correa finally gained the office of the 
presidency. The recently reelected Cor-
rea changed the country positively; 
specifically its views toward the arts and 
culture.

Qué tan lejos focuses on two girls 
who meet on a bus travelling to Cuen-
ca. The protagonists, Spanish Esper-
anza and Ecuadorian Tristeza decide to 
hitchhike after a worker’s strike delays 
their departure. Along the way, they 
meet interesting characters who help 
them re-evaluate the purpose of their 
journey. “Since I started my filmmaking 
studies, I knew that my first film would 
be a road movie across the mountains of 
the Andes where the journey of the two 
characters redefines their views toward 
the world around them. It also reflected 
the sensibilities and meaning of being 
Ecuadorian from a tourist’s perspective 
in juxtaposition to the local inhabitants 
view of themselves”, explained Tania, 
who worked on the casting and the 
pre-production for almost six months.

“The Spanish actress Tania Mar-
tinez who played Esperanza did some 
theatre in the past, but this was her film 

debut. As for Cecilia Vallejo who played 
Tristeza, she was as amateur picked up 
after several casting calls”. Tania Her-
mida shot the film across Ecuador over 
five weeks. It was not a difficulty. There 
aren’t well equipped soundstages for 
filmmaking in Ecuador, except those 
used for TV. The film was well received 
in the festival circuits, including Mon-
treal and Havana, becoming a big hit 
in Ecuadorian cinemas. It continues to 
earn good sales in the regional DVD 
remarket.

Between her two films, in 2007, 
Tania Hermida was chosen to join the 
Ecuadorian Assembly to write a new 
Ecuadorian Constitute. “I agreed and 
put my filmmaking career on hold for 

almost a year because it was important 
for me to insert cultural rights in the 
new constitution that defines the future 
of our country. The next challenge is 
to turn these constitutional rights into 
laws that reshape the future of film-
making”, she advised.

In the Name of the Girl (En el 
nombre de la hija) was Tania Hermida’s 
next film. Finding a budget to realize it 
was much easier because the Ecuador-
ian Film Council was already estab-
lished, not to mention that Hermida 
already had an international reputation 
that helped the pre-production. How-
ever, it was more expensive to be made 
because the Ecuadorian currency was 

replaced by the US Dollars.
The film’s stars are young kids 

headed by the nine-year-old Manuela, 
played by Eva Mayu Mecham Bena-
vides, who was educated according to 
the communist and atheistic ideals of 
her father. While spending the summer 
at their grandparents’ farmhouse in the 
Ecuadorian Andes, she stumbled on 
the high catholic-conservative heritage 
of the grandparents.

Although it was set in the 1970s, 
the film reflected the eternal struggle 
between ethnicity and modernity in 
Ecuador, a country left with a histori-
cal influence from the pre-colonial and 
Colombian eras.

“When I look from afar to the two 
films, I realized that they have many 
things in common”, said Tania. “Both 

deal with young women who have cer-
tain ideas about the world. But during 
their journey, these ideas are changed 
due to encounters and interventions”.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Ecuadorian Eyes

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Tania Hermida’s directorial debut: “How Much Further”.

Tania Hermina on location. In the Name of the Girl.

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Senator Ball Exposes ‘Case Study In Poorly Managed Corporate Welfare’
ALBANY, NY—Senator Greg Ball 
(R, C, I – Patterson) issued the follow-
ing statement on Thursday, June 13, 
2013, after the news that hundreds of 
IBM employees in Westchester and 
Dutchess Counties have received pink 
slips.

“This simply confirms what we 
have know about IBM’s tendency to 
accept taxpayer dollars, lay folks off and 
shift responsibility,” said Senator Greg 
Ball. “We’ve asked Governor Cuomo 
to get solid commitments from IBM in 
writing, in return for taxpayer subsidies, 

yet he has refused to do so. If anyone 
needs a case study in poorly managed 
corporate welfare, in a state set to unveil 
billions more, this is it.”

In October of 2011 Senator Ball 
demanded answers after Governor 
Cuomo announced plans to give $400 
million in taxpayer incentives to IBM, a 
company known for outsourcing, with 
no strings attached.

In 2009, Ball demanded an inves-
tigation into IBM’s offshore practices 
after they received over $100 million 
from New York State. In December of 

2008, IBM also accepted $45 million 
from the Empire State Development 
Corporation in return for not cutting 
jobs at its East Fishkill facility. Just two 
weeks later, the company laid off 274 
workers.

In wake of the latest round of lay-
offs, Senator Ball is also renewing his 
call to pass S2576, which would hold 
any corporation or business receiving 
any direct or indirect benefits from 
New York taxpayers accountable.

“Corporations in New York State 
have received hundreds of millions of 

dollars from hard working taxpayers, 
while simultaneously outsourcing jobs 
across seas and laying off New York 
State residents,” said Senator Greg Ball. 
“It is the role of legislators to hold these 
corporations who receive any kind of 
economic development funds from the 
state, accountable for doing what the 
money was intended to do, and that is 
creating jobs here in New York and not 
abroad.”

Transforming Echo Bay from Development Cannon Fodder to Political Campaign Fodder
By STEPHEN MAYO
As noted in last week’s 
edition of The West-
chester Guardian, 
Forest City/Ratner 
companies are seeking 

to develop choice New Rochelle Sound 
Shore acreage into approximately 
250-rental luxury and affordable units 
with retail and park components. A 
suppliant city council Democratic ma-
jority has facilitated the mega builder’s 
application with every accommoda-
tion and inducement imaginable (tax 
breaks, guarantees of economic “re-
turn,” extensions of deadlines) despite 
a growing movement of ordinary resi-
dents opposed to it.

The opposition is composed of 
those directly affected; residents of, the 
east end that borders the project and of 
the west end that is to receive a public 
works facility to be relocated under the 
plan. In addition, an ad hoc coalition of 
diverse interests in the city has begun 
to question the economic assump-
tions and social policies that have been 
advanced by the developer and its city 
hall friends: social liberals concerned 
about the crowding of city facilities and 
the as-yet indeterminate impact of the 
developer’s tax “breaks” on the schools’ 
fiscal standing; economic libertarians 
and conservatives skeptical of the “cro-
ny capitalism” and threatened explosive 

growth of New Rochelle’s population 
and governmental apparatus which un-
derlie the proposal.

In order to justify the gifts they 
have been offered, the developers 
have produced: optimistic forecasts of 
economic growth; elaborate represen-
tations of future rental patterns/demo-
graphic makeup of the rental pool and 
analyses of retail sales-per-square-foot.  
New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson 
and his allies have claimed that no in-
vestor will commit to a project of such 
scale (but comprising just six of the 20+ 
acres) unless he has a guaranteed rate 
of return on his investment.  They have 
suggested the project provides a “dou-
ble-whammy”; a much-needed remov-
al of a hideously decrepit Department 
of Public Works’ City Yard facility from 
the Sound Shore inland in addition to 
the residential development.

In an unprecedented outpouring 
of popular concern, couples, parents 
of school-age children, retired citizens 
and businessmen and businesswomen 
(with no apparent economic stake in 
the plan’s outcome) have complained 
that: the tax breaks are unwarranted and 
unearned; the estimates are unrealistic 
(subject to error and the plan authors’ 
prejudices); the predicted increased fu-
ture city commercial tax revenues are 
based on flawed premises (sales dollar 
per-square-foot levels of the likes of 

Target and Home Depot); the city yard 
is not an abomination as it has been 
portrayed (and probably needs only 
a good cleaning, better management 
and investment in structural upgrades 
- to bear favorable comparison to the 
strikingly-similarly located Larchmont 
DPW facility at its own shoreline loca-
tion a mile-and-a-half north on Boston 
Post Road).

Why has the City of New Ro-
chelle not taken these critics’ testimony 
seriously?  Has the integrity of these 
plain and sensible “city folk” been im-
peached? Are they likely to benefit 
from the project’s failure in any form 
comparable to the potential profit of 
the development advocates?

And benefit the advocates cer-
tainly will.  The builder seeks a profit 
as is his right; council members have 
received donations from the applicant, 
as is their right - and some ambitious 
officeholders hope the plan will enable 
adding “improved shoreline” to their 
resume (their having created a “New 
Rochelle Skyline” where none existed 
before, after all!).  These private agen-
das, lawful as they may be, require the 
closest scrutiny.

Politicians and businesspeople 
pursue selfish goals all the time; this is 
how our democratic/capitalist system 
works.  But citizens are not obligated to 
lie down and accept their terms, their 

research and their conclusions without 
question or comment.  The burden is 
on the private interest that would oc-
cupy public space, alter it, and profit 
from such community property with 
no community benefit yet proved.

The presumption should be that 
gifts of the public weal to private in-
terests should bear a presumption of 
ethical dubiousness. The presumption 
should be that taxpayers and citizens 
coerced into subsidizing the profit-
making operations of private businesses 
and enriching the lifestyles of private 
parties be granted the benefit of the 
doubt.  It is they; those who enjoy the 
fruits of citizenship while bearing the 
burdens of civic engagement includ-
ing the paying of local taxes; the civitas, 
“the body of citizens who constitute a 
state, especially a city-state….” (Dic-
tionary.com; Lexico Publishing, LLC, 
Oakland, California) who deserve a 
guaranteed return on their compelled 
investment and not the capitalists who 
seek a guaranteed return and a public 
subsidy of a bucolic lifestyle; quality 
parks, full-time fire protection, profes-
sional police services and career-ad-
vancing public schools!

One conclusion can be stated 
without question: whatever costs the 
builder pays for construction and 
whatever the eventual residents pay for 
renting the apartments, will in no way 

reflect the true expenses of construc-
tion and renting in New Rochelle in 
the year 2013 and another 20 years.  
And New Rochelle residents have no 
obligation to underwrite them!  And 
the proponents have failed miserably in 
meeting the burden of proof required 
to compel them!

Forest City/Ratner and its politi-
cal friends have sought to characterize 
the new alliance of plan questioners 
as being anti-development.  This is a 
cheap calumny from an embattled un-
holy alliance of private profit-seekers 
and political careerists.  New Rochelle 
residents, of which the recent critics 
are most representative of, favor ratio-
nal and intelligent city renewal; most 
likely pursuant to the completion of a 
brand-new, Comprehensive Master 
Plan. They want new shopping options 
and improved services and would likely 
accept the addition of productive per-
manent new residents with a stake in 
the city; property owners of coops, con-
dominiums and houses, and not sim-
ply non-stakeholding renters, whose 
obligations run only to a landlord and 
whose rent reflects only a miniscule 
fraction of the city’s and school’s ever-
expanding tax burden.
Stephen I. Mayo is an attorney and man-
ufacturer based in New Rochelle.

New Proposals Sought for Armory Site
By PEGGY GODFREY
After a lengthy City 
Council discussion 
about possible New 
Rochelle downtown 

development, the Commissioner of 
Development Luz Aragon shifted at-
tention to the Armory.  At the June 
11, 2013, City Council meeting Com-
missioner Aragon suggested a “fresh 
new approach” was needed and said 

a website was being created through 
which Armory proposals could be 
submitted.  Registration fees would be 
required:  $30 for students and $100 
for professional designers.   A timetable 
for proposals for projects suggested us-

ing a deadline of August 5, 2013, and 
a short list of developers could then be 
approved by August 9.  These develop-
ers would then be asked to exhibit their 
feedback and another selection recom-
mendation would be endorsed by City 
Council for an LDA (Land Disposi-
tion Agreement).   The City Council 
will have to make a decision on wheth-

er to pursue this suggestion further at 
their regular meeting slated for June 18.
(It can also be noted that the original 
request for Armory proposals produced 
only two plans, one from the Save Our 
Armory Group and another from 
Good Profits, which was chosen by 
the City Council.  However the Good 

http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S2576-2013
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Recently, a friend, Don 
Wortzman, told me 
that he had ordered 
replicas of his Army 
“DogTags,” the two little 

steel tags that we had worn around our 
necks while serving in the US Armed 
Forces. This sounded neat to me so I 
ordered one ($14.95 from https://www.
armydogtags.com/).

The steel tags contained each sol-
dier’s (or sailor’s, marine’s, or airman’s) 
name, military serial number, and re-
ligious preference. If the individual 
was killed in battle, one of the dogtags 
would be inserted between her / his 
teeth to insure later identification and 
the other sent back to rear headquar-
ters for notification of interested parties 
(families, branches of the service, etc.).

Once the dogtags arrived and I 
showed them to my wife, Barbara, she 
asked “why did you want them?” The 
question gave me pause and then I an-
swered “Because they remind me of a short 
time that had a real impact on me -- and 
an impact that I didn’t realize at the time. 
While I was going through it, it generally 
seemed like a waste of my time -- but I was 
wrong.” She then said “Well, you should 
write about this; I’m sure that many people 
had the same feelings but haven’t articu-
lated them.”

So – I will.
I’m of the age that was between 

Korea and Vietnam (Vietnam heated 
up just after the end of my service). The 
draft was still in effect and the military 
requirement hung over our hears like a 
rock; we had to fulfill a military com-
mitment in some manner and there 

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Profits firm was unable, after many 
months, to come up with the required 
$50,000 deposit.)
A panel of eight: four judges named 
by the City of New Rochelle and four 
judges by ArchPaper would be used 
to evaluate proposals submitted noted 
Commissioner Aragon. It was felt a 
list of finalists would be exhibiting 
from November 15 to 22 and the top 
ranked team would be chosen during 
the November 22 to December 2 time 
frame.  The top ranked team would be 
announced on December ll.

Mayor Noam Bramson called this 
a “creative new path” which would hold 
out the possibility of a greater level of 
inclusion.  The panel selected would 
not only have “quality,” but also real-
ism.  Commissioner Aragon expressed 
optimism that the process began with 
a vision.  Mayor Bramson added the 
“standards” selected would articulate 
specific parameters for the begin-
nings of a gateway to the waterfront.  
Councilman Barry Fertel added that 
projects can come to the waterfront, as 
for example, in Greenpoint, New York.  
Councilman Ivar Hyden said he loved 

the idea.  Commissioner Aragon em-
phasized this was a “creative approach 
for the inherent problems of this de-
velopment, but added that people who 
have previously submitted plans for the 
Armory, namely the veterans, can sub-
mit proposals.  Councilwoman Shari 
Rackman said it was an “outrageously” 
good way to look at this site and a 
“fantastic idea” to team up the best pro-
posals with the developers.  When the 
question of how a good student idea 
would be handled, she was told the 
student would have to find a developer.

When Councilman Lou Tran-
gucci asked if the proposal would be 
consistent with the history of the site, 
Commissioner Aragon said he was 

leaving that issue open so that new 
ideas could be sought. Councilman 
Jared Rice asked if the timeline would 
correspond with the Echo Bay proj-
ect.  However, he was told the problem 
with getting the judges together before 
Thanksgiving may prove difficult. City 
Manager Chuck Strome suggested the 
committee selected should not be too 
large and should have Council involve-
ment.  It was suggested the panel se-
lected be “neutral” toward the proposals.

After the meeting Commissioner 
Aragon told The Westchester Guardian 
his suggestion for new ideas for the Ar-
mory site would attract a “worldwide 
audience of designers and developers.”  
Those on the short list will present their 

visionary proposals for New Rochelle 
to view.  A jury of four experts named 
by ArchPaper and four participants 
named by the City of New Rochelle 
will be used if the New Rochelle City 
Council approves this initiative.

Anyone who attended the recent 
East End Civic Association meeting 
may wonder if this association, the 
closest neighborhood in proximity to 
the Armory will have no representative 
from their area on the judging commit-
tee as was true of the Echo Bay pro-
posal committees.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

New Proposals Sought for Armory Site
Continued from page 6

EDUCATION

New York City Council Honors College of Mount Saint Vincent’s Class of 1948
RIVERDALE, NY --The Council 
of the City of New York has issued a 
proclamation to honor the College of 
Mount Saint Vincent’s Class of 1948 
on the occasion of their 65th Class Re-
union. The proclamation was presented 
at the 2013 Reunion celebrations on 
Saturday, June 10th 2013.

Issued by Speaker Christine 
Quinn on behalf of the New York City 
Council, the proclamation cites the 
pioneering achievement of the Class 
of 1948, and their outstanding service 
to New York and the world. It states, 
“Whileh the Class of 1948 was com-
prised of 177 unique graduates, all of 

them have helped transform our world, 
paving the way for current and future 
generations of women.”

Christine Quinn’s mother was a 
member of the Class of 1948.

The College of Mount Saint 
Vincent is an academically excellent, 
authentically inclusive, Catholic and 
ecumenical liberal arts college. It com-
bines a strong core curriculum with a 
full array of majors in the liberal arts 
and selected professional fields of study, 
including accounting, business admin-
istration, education, and nursing.
Learn more by visiting www.Mount-
SaintVincent.edu .

DogTags Bring Reflection
FROM THE ARMCHAIR

Continued on page 8

http://www.MountSaintVincent.edu
http://www.MountSaintVincent.edu
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were a number of options:
If we went to college, we could go 

to a Military Academy, join ROTC / 
PLC/ etc. in college, be commissioned 
an officer upon graduation and serve a 
minimum of four years active duty or 
apply for OCS after graduation and, if 
accepted, be commissioned after suc-
cessful completion of the program.

Regardless of education, we could 
enlist in a service for three or four years; 
join the National Guard or Reserve 
Unit and serve six months on active 
duty with regular summer camps and 
monthly training weekends for a six 
year period; wait to be drafted (or re-
quest that your draft date be “pushed up”) 
for a two year period.

My neighborhood, Inwood (the 
northern most neighborhood on Manhat-
tan Island) had a very high enlistment 
rate so, even though one could be draft-
ed at any time from age 18 on, people 
tended not to be called until 23 ½, by 
which time most had found some way 
to fulfill their commitment.

At almost 23, I had just begun my 
professional life as a technology profes-
sional for the federal government and, 
although I was working for the De-
partment of the Army, it was not clear 
whether the position would qualify me 
for a deferment from the draft (what 
was clear was that, even if it did, were I 
to leave the government, I would be draft 
eligible until age 35) so I was encour-
aged to look for an Army Reserve or 
National Guard Unit where the six 
months active duty would cause the 
least interruption with my government 

career.
I had two neighborhood friends, 

Bob Arco and Warren Hennessey, 
who were also looking for units and, 
together, we found National Guard 
Artillery Units at the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory – Bob in one and Warren and I 
in another. After two months of weekly 
meetings, we were off to active duty – 
first, basic training in Fort Dix in New 
Jersey and, then, off to Oklahoma for 
artillery training at Fort Sill.

I went into the service just look-
ing to get this obligation “out-of-the-
way” so I could get on with my life. I 
learned some new skills – firing a rifle 
left-handed (an amblyopic or “lazy” right 
eye hampered my ability to shoot my natu-
ral right-handed way), firing a 105mm 
Howitzer Artillery piece (which led to 
a life-time of declining hearing and tin-
nitus), wading through a swamp on a 
reconnaissance mission (which landed 
me in the “Upper Respiratory Infection” 
(“URI”) ward at Walston Army Hospital, 
Ft Dix with a 103 fever), and dealing 
with temperature swings of 50 degrees 
in the same day in Oklahoma (morn-
ings of cold, windy 20s; afternoons of 70s 
as the cold winds of Chicago gave way to 
the warm ones from Mexico).

Mostly, however, it seemed to be 
a waste of time – just a period to get 
through. It was only later that I real-
ized what a great learning experience 
it was. I grew up in a predominately 
Irish Catholic / Jewish neighborhood. 
The Irish Catholics of us played sports, 
drank beer, and either went to college 
or went in the service. The high school, 
All Hallows, and the college, Iona, 
that I attended were more ethnically 
and culturally diverse but had student 

bodies composed more or less of very 
bright young men. The two jobs that 
I had after college were in fairly elite 
training programs. So, suffice it to say, 
the window from which I perceived 
the country and the world was rather 
narrow.

The service changed all that – at 
Fort Dix, we had a unit of National 
Guard and Army Reserve members, 
homogenous in that respect but not 
in occupations, race, or education; at 
Fort Sill, the units were totally mixed 
– Regular Army and reservists, people 
from all over the US (some with real ra-
cial bigotry, often unrealized), all levels of 
education (and intelligence) – and then, 
there was Lawton, OK, the third largest 
city in Oklahoma and one with no in-
dustry; its industry was Fort Sill. There 
were more clip joints, bars (which in 
this “dry state,” sold only beer with a 3.2% 
alcohol content; for Inwoodites weaned on 
the “purity, body, and flavor” of Ballantine 
Beer or the “extra dry taste” of Rheingold, 
this took much getting used to – but we 
worked at it), and bar girls and hookers. 
Worse, Lawton was more than a little 
segregated – there was a Mexican sec-
tion, an Indian section, a black section, 
a white soldier section, and a white “real 
people’s” section.

The segregation was something 
that I had read about and seen on tele-
vision as happening in the South dur-
ing the terrible Selma days but never 
exposed to in New York – certainly 
there were ethnic and racial neigh-
borhoods but that was considered by 
custom and choice but not by law and 
businesses certainly catered to all (it was 
only after returning to civilian life that I 
began to understand cultural and economic 

repression and segregation).
I was in a bar that our platoon ser-

geant had just bought and invited the 
whole platoon down for a free beer (no 
fool, he; it was a mile outside of town – if 
we were there for one beer, we were there 
for the duration). Warren Hennessey 
and I were among the first at the bar 
(no surprise in those days) and were on 
our third or fourth beer when Bob 
Arco arrived with two others from our 
unit – both black. The bartender said “I 
can’t serve those fellows.” I politely point-
ed out “You don’t understand, my sergeant 
owns this joint and invited the whole pla-
toon down – and they are in our platoon.” 
The bartender, obviously dismayed by 
my New York ignorance, replied “They 
should have understood that the invita-
tion didn’t include THEM!” After com-
menting on the bartender’s intelligence 
and possible legitimacy, I left with my 
friends before we were thrown out.

In the parking lot, I asked one of 
the black fellows “Where can we get a 
beer together?” He sadly replied “No-
where in this town – you can’t drink in 
our bars and we can’t in yours” – and we 
went back to the base where we could 
all drink in the beer halls.”

Some of the bad taste of this inci-
dent was taken away as we were about 
to leave Ft. Sill when a white Missis-
sippian, who hadn’t wanted to sleep in 
the same barracks with blacks (the ser-
geant told him that he could sleep outside 
on the ground – but he would get wet in 
the rain and he would have to have his bed 
made in the morning – next to the black 
fellow’s bunk), approached one of the 
fellows who couldn’t get served in the 
bar, shook his hand and told him that 
it had been wonderful to know such a 

gentleman, “a gentleman who taught him 
to judge individuals and not races.”

I certainly never saw the horrors 
of combat and was a short timer in the 
service but, in retrospect, it was an im-
portant learning experience in my life, 
The main points that have stuck in my 
mind since are:

The service was a real melting pot 
– people from all parts of the country; 
all races, religions, and ethnicities; all 
levels of education and intelligence; 
people with differing skills --- all com-
ing together to work together to ac-
complish tasks.

We might have differing beliefs 
about just about everything, with some 
loving the service and some hating it – 
but we all accepted the fact that we had 
an obligation to the country.

I feel that the elimination of the 
draft has weakened the fabric of the 
nation by eliminating the shared expe-
riences that fostered the last two points. 
I know that the Defense Department 
has stated that our volunteer services 
are the best trained and more efficient 
ever but I feel that a resumption of the 
draft would not impact the efficiency – 
proper training would be required. I also 
think that any resumption of the draft 
should be expanded to include any Na-
tional Service – medical, infrastructure, 
inner city and “Peace Corps”-type work 
could all be included. A draft of both 
genders with no exemptions would 
also reduce unemployment and provide 
training for post service employment. 
Most importantly, it would revive the 
melting pot and service environments 
that existed when I first wore dogtags.
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

Continued on page 9
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Protecting Your Landscape from Wildlife Damage
MELINDA’S  GARDEN

By MELINDA MYERS
They’re cute, they’re 
furry and they love to 
eat – your landscape 
that is.  If you are bat-
tling with rabbits, deer, 

groundhogs or other wildlife, don’t give 
up.  And if you are lucky enough to be 
wildlife-free at the moment, be vigilant 
and prepared to prevent damage before 
these beautiful creatures move into your 
landscape to dine.

Anyone who has battled wildlife 
knows the frustration and difficulty in-
volved in controlling them.  Your best 
defense is a fence.  A four foot high 
fence anchored tightly to the ground 
will keep out rabbits.   Five foot high 

fences around small garden areas will 
usually keep out deer.  They seem to 
avoid these small confined spaces.  The 
larger the area the more likely deer will 
enter. Woodchucks are more difficult.  
They will dig under or climb over the 
fence.  You must place the fence at least 
12” below the soil surface with 4 to 5 
feet above the ground.  Make sure gates 
are also secured from animals.

Some communities allow electric 
fences that provide a slight shock to 
help keep deer out of the landscape.  
Another option is the wireless deer 
fence.  The system uses plastic posts 
with wire tips charged by AA batter-
ies.  The plastic tip is filled with a deer 
attractant.  When the deer nuzzles the 
tip it gets a light shock, encouraging it 

to move on to other feeding grounds.
Scare tactics have been used for 

many years.  Motion sensitive sprin-
klers, blow up owls, clanging pans 
and rubber snakes strategically placed 
around a garden may help scare away 
unwanted critters.   Unfortunately ur-
ban animals are used to noise and may 
not be alarmed.  Move and alternate 
the various scare tactics for more ef-
fective control.  The animals won’t be 
afraid of an owl that hasn’t moved in 
two weeks.

Homemade and commercial re-
pellents can also be used. Make sure 
they are safe to use on food crops if 
treating fruits and vegetables.   You’ll 
have the best results if applied before 
the animals start feeding.  It is easier to 
prevent damage than break old feeding 
patterns.  Look for natural products 
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like those found in Messina Wildlife’s 
Animal Stopper line.  They are made 
of herbs and smell good, so they repel 
animals without repelling you and your 
guests.

Live trapping can be inhumane 

and should be a last option.  Babies can 
be separated from their parents, ani-
mals can be released in unfamiliar ter-
ritory, and trapped animals can suffer 
from heat and a lack of food and water.  
Plus, once you catch the animal, you 
need to find a place to release it.  The 
nearby parks, farms and forests already 

have too many of their own animals 
and therefore they don’t want yours.

The key to success is variety, persis-
tence, and adaptability.  Watch for ani-
mal tracks, droppings and other signs 
that indicate wildlife have moved into 
your area.  Apply repellents and install 
scare tactics and fencing before the ani-
mals begin feeding. Try a combination 
of tactics, continually monitor for dam-

age and make changes as needed.  And 
when you feel discouraged, remember 
that gardeners have been battling ani-
mals in the garden long before us.

Photo of Melinda Myers by and 
courtesy of Mark Avery.
Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author 
& columnist Melinda Myers has more 
than 30 years of horticulture experience 

and has written over 20 gardening books, 
including Can’t Miss Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts the nationally syndicated 
Melinda’s Garden Moment TV and radio 
segments and is a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ web site, www.melindamyers.com, 
features gardening videos, gardening tips, 
podcasts, and more.

Protecting Your Landscape from Wildlife Damage

MELINDA’S  GARDEN

 CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Continued from page 8

By ROBERT SCOTT
Unemployed in 1916, 
artist Boardman “Mike” 
Robinson no longer 
needed to turn up each 
day at a newspaper of-

fice. 
Now he had time to devote to his 

cartoons as a freelancer for The Masses 
and other publications.

And he could make livable the 
rundown century-old house they had 
acquired in Croton. 

While his wife, Sally, commuted to 
New York City to sculpt in her rented 
studio, he took care of their two chil-
dren. 

Old friends like John Reed and 
Robert Minor lived on either side of 
the Robinsons. Morris Hillquit, a de-
fense attorney at the two Masses trials, 
often dropped in, as did Dudley Field 
Malone and feminist Doris Stevens, 
who lived together nearby at the corner 
of North Highland Place and Mt. Airy 
Road.

When he was in New York, come-
dian Charlie Chaplin was also a visitor, 
and participated in their favorite game 
of charades. “His shy amateurishness 
made his stuff very charming,” Rob-
inson later recalled. “He treated us as 
though we were experts and he a nov-
ice.” 

After 1917, the Robinson family 
spent summers on Martha’s Vineyard. 
In 1919, he began teaching drawing 
and pictorial composition at the Art 
Students League in New York City, 
making both Mike and Sally commut-
ers to New York.

In 1922, the Robinsons sailed for 
England, where he had a one-year con-
tract with The Outlook, a new socialist 
newspaper. Unhappy with the paper’s 
policies, they were back in New York 
the following year. He resumed teach-
ing at the Art Students League on 
West 57th Street, and Sally continued 
her sculpting. 

During the Robinsons’ absence, 

their Croton house had been rented 
to Dutch importer Eugen Boissevain. 
On July 18, 1923, Croton Justice of 
the Peace Charles Anderson married 
Boissevain and lyrical poet Edna St. 
Vincent Millay on the lawn outside 
the house. The newly married couple 
remained in Croton until November, 
when they moved to Greenwich Vil-
lage. 

In 1924, the Robinsons decided to 
put down roots in New York City and 
bought a house at the corner of Tenth 
Avenue and West 24th Street. Their 
Croton house at 66 Mt. Airy Road 
was later bought by Dr. Adolph Elwyn, 
professor of neuroanatomy at Colum-
biaUniversity’s College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and his wife, Francie. 

In 1927, Edgar J. Kaufmann com-

missioned Robinson to paint a series of 
ten epic murals depicting the history 
of commerce for his giant department 
store on Pittsburgh’s Fifth Avenue. 
Robinson’s murals were painted on 
canvas over boards with pigments es-
pecially formulated to withstand the 
rigors of Pittsburgh’s famous smoke-
filled atmosphere. 

Each panel was dramatically 
framed within columns of black Bake-
lite. The series was completed and un-
veiled in 1930. Robinson’s self-portrait, 
with his trademark red beard and bushy 
eyebrows, appears in one of them. 

Depicting trade through the ages, 

the murals are enormous, each measur-
ing eight feet eight feet in height and 
fifteen feet in width. Each well-re-
searched panel features large figures in 
appropriate historical garb set against 
landscapes depicting the locales of the 
titles. 

His colors are as bold as the subject 
matter: predominating blues and am-
bers set off by vivid reds, soft pinks and 
dusty oranges. The series culminates in 
the final panel obviously inspired by 
Pittsburgh. It depicts workers erecting 
a building across a busy river from a 
contemporary city of skyscrapers and 
smokestacks set against a background 
of hills. 

On typically 
sweltering summer 
day in New York 

in 1930 Boardman 
Robinson received 
a visit from the 
headmaster of the 
newly organized 
Fountain Val-
leySchool in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo. 
The visitor extolled 
the pleasures of 
living at an eleva-
tion of more than a 
mile and extended 
an invitation to 
become director 
of the school’s art 

department. 
Despite his love for teaching at 

the Art Students League, Robinson 
jumped at the chance of getting away 

from the bustle of the city and its op-
pressive heat and humidity. It was a po-
sition he would hold until 1944.

After completing his first year at 
the Colorado school, Robinson was 
much in demand as an art educator. 
He also became an instructor in figure 
painting and head of the art depart-
ment at the BroadmoorArtAcademy 
in Colorado Springs. In 1936, he was 
made director of the art school at the 
Broadmoor’s successor, the Colorado 
Springs Fine Arts Center. 

Robinson’s interest in the heroic 
arrangement of forms used by the old 
masters is clear in his artistic composi-
tions with their daring simplification 
of the human form. When Robinson 
and his friend Thomas Hart Benton 

Boardman Robinson, 2: An Artist’s Artist

Continued on page 10
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By Professor JOHN Q. 
BARRETT
June 14, 2013, marked 
the 70th anniversary 
of the decision by the 
Supreme Court of the 

United States, embodied in Justice Rob-
ert H. Jackson’s opinion for Court, in West 
Virginia State Board of Education v. Bar-
nette.

The Barnette decision, rendered 
amid the commendable patriotism that 
characterized the United States home 
front during that dark middle period of 
World War II, invalidated a West Virgin-
ia board of education resolution requiring 
all public school teachers and students to 
participate in a salute to the American 
flag and a recitation of the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

The case was brought on behalf 
of students who were Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses.  In deference to their belief that 
the Bible forbade them to bow down to 
graven images, they refused to salute the 
flag.  For that refusal, they were expelled 

from school.  Expulsion had the effect of 
making the children unlawfully absent, 
which subjected them to delinquency 
proceedings and their parents to criminal 
prosecution.

In Barnette, the Supreme Court 
held, by a vote of 6-3, that the flag sa-
lute requirement violated the children’s 
First Amendment rights, which exist to 
strengthen “individual freedom of mind 
in preference to officially disciplined uni-
formity...”

A leading hero of the Barnette case, 
in addition to the children, their parents 
and their lawyer, was the Chief Justice of 
the United States, Harlan Fiske Stone.  In 
June 1940, when Stone was an Associate 
Justice and U.S. involvement in the war in 
Europe was impending, he had dissented 
powerfully but alone from the Court’s 
decision to uphold Pennsylvania’s flag sa-
lute requirement.  (At that time, Robert 
Jackson, who was U.S. Attorney General 
and a Supreme Court nominee, reported 
to President Roosevelt and the Cabinet 
on the anti-alien, anti-“Fifth Column” 
hysteria that was sweeping the country.  
Jackson criticized the Supreme Court for 
joining in that hysteria by ruling against 

Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Pennsylvania 
case.)

By June 1943, Stone had been ap-
pointed Chief Justice; new Associate 
Justices, including Jackson, had joined the 
Court; and a majority of the Justices was 
prepared to revisit and rectify what they 
saw as the Court’s earlier mistake.

Chief Justice Stone assigned Justice 
Jackson, the junior justice, to write the 
Court’s opinion in Barnette.  Although 
all of it bears reading (and regular reread-
ing), some words to consider particularly 
closely are Jackson’s summary paragraphs:

The case is made difficult not be-
cause the principles of its decision are ob-
scure, but because the flag involved is our 
own.  Nevertheless, we apply the limita-
tions of the Constitution with no fear that 
freedom to be intellectually and spiritually 
diverse or even contrary will disintegrate 
the social organization.  To believe that 
patriotism will not flourish if patriotic 
ceremonies are voluntary and spontane-
ous, instead of a compulsory routine, is to 
make an unflattering estimate of the ap-
peal of our institutions to free minds.  We 
can have intellectual individualism and 
the rich cultural diversities that we owe 

to exceptional minds only at the price of 
occasional eccentricity and abnormal at-
titudes.  When they are so harmless to 
others or to the State as those we deal 
with here, the price is not too great.  But 
freedom to differ is not limited to things 
that do not matter much.  That would be 
a mere shadow of freedom.  The test of its 
substance is the right to differ as to things 
that touch the heart of the existing order.

If there is any fixed star in our consti-
tutional constellation, it is that no official, 
high or petty, can prescribe what shall be 
orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, 
or other matters of opinion, or force citi-
zens to confess by word or act their faith 
therein.  If there are any circumstances 
which permit an exception, they do not 
now occur to us.

We think the action of the local au-
thorities in compelling the flag salute and 
pledge transcends constitutional limita-
tions on their power, and invades the 
sphere of intellect and spirit which it is 
the purpose of the First Amendment to 
our Constitution to reserve from all of-
ficial control.

In the views of many, Barnette is a 
high point in U.S. Supreme Court his-

tory and one of Jackson’s very finest judi-
cial opinions.

Some links—
•	 West Virginia State Board of Education 

v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624 (1943)—
click here;

•	 A	 2006	 roundtable	 discussion	
featuring sisters Gathie and 
Marie Barnett (whose surname 
got misspelled at some point 
in the litigation) and related 
commentary—click here;

•	 A	Jackson	List	post	from	earlier	this	
year, “Arguing Barnette”—click here; 
and

•	 A	 2010	 Jackson	 List	 post,	 “The	
Newest Barnette Sister”—click here.
And in the United States, happy 

Flag Day!  It was just a coincidence that 
the Supreme Court decided Barnette on 
Flag Day in 1943, but in history that co-
incidence is powerful and instructive.
Professor John Q. Barrett teaches at St. 
John’s University School of Law. Learn 
more by visiting his Homepage. He is also 
an
Elizabeth S. Lenna Fellow, at Robert H. 
Jackson Center, Inc., Jamestown, NY.

painted their murals, they created the 
flat, realistic style that came to be known 
as “regionalism.” It was a style that would 
dominate the wall decoration of post of-
fices and public buildings by the New 
Deal’s W.P.A. art program during the 
Depression. 

Notable among these was Robin-
son’s famous mural series, “Great Events 
and Figures in the History of the Law,” 
completed in 1937 in the Department 
of Justice Building in Washington, D.C. 
The Englewood, Colorado, post office 
boasts a Robinson mural of a horse auc-
tion painted in 1940. 

Robinson also received other pri-

vate commissions, including one for 
murals in the lobby of the RKOBuild-
ing (now 1270 Sixth Avenue), one of the 
first buildings erected as part of Rock-
efellerCenter in New York City. But he 
was unhappy over the location, and he 
could not control his design as he want-
ed. Art critic Thomas Craven later said, 
“He did it with his tongue in his beard.” 

His hastily drawn on-the-spot 
sketches for John Reed’s 1916 book 
had marked his first collaboration with 
a writer. That same year his illustrations 
appeared in a Prosper Mérimée classic, 
Columba, published by Allyn and Bacon. 
In 1927, he illustrated Elizabeth “Betty” 
Sage’s Rhymes of If and Why, a childen’s 

book published by Duffield and Co. 
During the thirties and forties, 

Robinson also drew and painted illustra-
tions for literary classics by Dostoyevsky 
published by Random House, and by 
Melville, Whitman, Shakespeare and 
Edgar Lee Masters published by the 
Limited Editions Book Club. 

A series of strokes crippled him 
in 1946. By then, the rise of modernist 
abstract art had made the regionalism of 
muralists like Boardman Robinson and 
Thomas Hart Benson outmoded. 

Virtually paralyzed, Robinson and 
his wife returned to the East in 1949 
to live with their son Bartlett on Pratt’s 
Island in Darien, Conn. Bart was a suc-
cessful actor on Broadway and on the 
radio. He was the first Perry Mason on 
CBS in 1943 and originated the role of 

Walter Manning on Portia Faces Life, 
playing the part for many years. He 
later went to Hollywood, appearing in 
20 films and 35 TV dramatic episodes 
between 1954 and 1973. 

Boardman Robinson died of a 
stroke in the Wyndover Nursing Home 
in Stamford, Conn, on September 5, 
1952, one day short of his 76th birthday. 
Memorial services were held for him in 
the Noroton Presbyterian Church. His 
body was cremated at the Ferncliff Cre-
matory in Westchester. His wife, Sally, 
survived him by almost sixteen years, 
and died in July of 1968 in Malibu, Cali-
fornia. 

His artistic genius is reflected in his 
murals and in paintings and sketches in 
the Whitney Museum of American Art 
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art 

in New York City, and in art museums 
in Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Denver 
and other centers. 

Removed from the Kaufmann’s 
Pittsburgh store in a 1950 remodeling 
and stored for almost a half-century, 
Robinson’s ten giant murals are now 
on permanent display in the Colorado 
Springs Fine Arts Center. 

Moldering copies of old news-
papers and magazines in libraries may 
still contain a veritable treasure trove of 
the powerful work of this many-sided 
artist--artistic riches quietly waiting to 
be found.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher 
and local historian. He lives in Croton-on-
Hudson, N.Y.

 CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Boardman Robinson, 2: An Artist’s Artist
Continued from page 9

Barnette at 70
LEGAL

The Grocer - A Solution to the Local Plastic Bag Ban
GREEN LIVING

By HEZI ARIS
In the past few months 
alone, 16 cities will ban 
the use of plastic gro-
cery bags in the United 
States, following the lead 

of major cities like San Francisco, Seat-
tle and Portland. Closer to home, Rye,  
the Village of Mamaroneck, and the 
Village of Larchmont  have taken the 
lead in Westchester County upon their 

passing legislation banning the use of 
non bio-degradable bags. The Town of 
Mamaroneck is still in discussion over 
the issue. While the reusable grocery 
bag is not a new idea, The Grocer, a 
reusable, eco-friendly take on the clas-
sic Adirondack pack basket, represents 
a complete reinvention of the concept 
in a category that has seen little inno-
vation.

ADK Packworks has modernized 

its version to address the shortcoming 
of today’s reusable grocery bag with 
a structure that stands up on its own 
and stays open so it’s easily loaded and 
unloaded. While the bag has approxi-
mately the same dimensions as a tra-
ditional paper grocery bag, it can carry 
as much as three times the weight and 
quantity of groceries.

The Grocer from ADK Pack-
works, features a semi-rigid internal 

frame and a flat bottom for increased 
stability, independent of the load, to 
keep your groceries standing upright.

The Grocer:
Has a durable ripstop nylon bag 

that is removable to hand wash to avoid 
bacteria build up

Has an optional insulated liner to 
keep your groceries cold

Can be adjusted for three different 
carrying options

Is lightweight and takes up little 
space – stands tall and folds small

http://www.adkpackworks.com/

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0319_0624_ZS.html
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1029995
http://www.stjohns.edu/media/3/9a9eb7f76a7c46b9a2ef5db80c7db8a9.pdf?d=20130311%20Jackson%20List%20Arguing%20Barnette
http://www.stjohns.edu/media/3/60f55661d3214423a2d8a11aa578c68f.pdf?d=20100311
http://new.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/faculty/profiles/Barrett
http://www.roberthjackson.org/
http://www.roberthjackson.org/
http://www.adkpackworks.com/
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Michael Arnone’s twenty-fourth an-
nual Crawfish Fest was held at its 
recent regular Sussex County Fair-
grounds in Augusta, NJ.  This year’s 
edition featured another strong lineup 
of (mostly) Louisiana musicians fea-
turing Tab Benoit, Big Sam’s Funky 
Nation, The Voice of the Wetlands, 
The Soul Rebels, Joe Krown’s trio with 
Walter “Wolfman” Washington and 
Russell Batiste Jr., Papa Grows Funk, 
Anders Osborne, Rosie Ledet, and 
closed with the great Aaron Neville. 
Non Louisiana musicians included 
Cowboy Mouth, Alexis P. Suter’s Band, 
Davina and the Vagabonds, Brother 
Joscephus’s band, John Nemeth, The 
Royal Southern Brotherhood and 
many others. New Orleans based pia-
nist and vocalist Davell Crawford was 
originally scheduled but had to cancel.  
The Friday night proceedings were for 
the campers and specially purchased 
tickets, as were Saturday night’s perfor-
mances. Saturday and Sunday daytime 
shows were for regular paying support-
ers.

I attended the Saturday afternoon 
shows and kicked things off with yet 
another balls to the wall set by Tab 
Benoit who again had Corey Duple-
chin on bass, and the legendary Johnny 
Vidacovich on drums. Vidacovich’s 
credits run deep; having played with 
the likes of Bobby McFerrin, Char-
lie Hunter, Willy DeVille, Johnny 
Adams, Professor Longhair, James 
Booker, Red Tyler, Mose Allison, 
George Porter Jr., and many more, so 
Vidacovich was a most welcomed sur-
prise and treat. Earlier this year I had 
seen this trio perform with the equally 
terrific Terence Higgins most noted for 
being the drummer with one of New 
Orleans’ finest, The Dirty Dozen Brass 
Band, as well as with Warren Haynes 
and John Scofield. That being said 
Benoit’s send was wild, raucous and 
filled with powerful vocals and stinging 

guitar from Benoit, where he had 
the liberty to wildly run amok due 
to the outstanding rhythm team 
of Duplechin’s bass and Vidacov-
ich’s drumming.  Needless to say I 
walked away very impressed.

Next up was Big Sam’s Funky 
Nation who I was really look- ing 
forward to seeing 
again as they blew 
the roof off the 
stage last year at 
Quebec’s Trois-
Rivieres Blues 
Festival. But Big 
Sammy changed 
his band mem-
bers since that 
time, and it 
wasn’t for the 
better. Plus 
this new 
version 
of the 
Funky 

Nation played for nearly two hours! 
Which seemed like an eternity espe-
cially considering the new band con-
figuration; this set just dragged on for 

far too long, giving me needed time 
to grab some jambalaya and a few 
cold brews.

As I previously mentioned 
New Orleans based pianist-vo-
calist Davell Crawford canceled 
and taking his place was John 
Nemeth who 
had also 

played 

on Friday evening. Nemeth is a fine vo-
calist, harmonica player and songwriter, 
his band played smartly too. Even 
though I was looking forward to seeing 

Crawford for the first time, Nemeth 
and his band-mates turned out to 
be a welcomed substitution for the 
originally scheduled performer.

The final two sets of the after-
noon came from The Voice of the 

Wetlands All-Stars band and The Soul 
Rebels, where my only complaint was 
the fact that their sets ran concurrently. 
The Voice of the Wetlands All-Stars 
featured Tab Benoit (yes the same Tab 
Benoit who played in his own trio earli-
er) Jumping Johnny Sansone on accor-
dion, harp and vocals, and Cyril Neville 
who sang and played percussion. This 
Wetlands band put on one heck of a 
show that (happily) lasted nearly two 
hours! Once again it was Benoit who 
shinned on vocals and stunning guitar, 
Sansone was also on his game vocaliz-
ing and switching from accordion and 
harp, and Cyril Neville’s excellent per-
cussion and also nailed his vocal chores 

every time he was given a chance to 
sing.

Last but not least were The Soul 
Rebels who is sort of a more youthful 
version of the Dirty Dozen Brass Band 
though they have more of a contempo-
rary sound. These Rebels are an eight 
piece Brass Band that can switch from 

traditional New Orleans funk and soul 
music to Latin sounds, reggae, to hip-
hop, but one thing is certain they play 
mightily. Plus everyone in this band 
can sing either on lead vocals and back-
ground vocal support too. They also 
cover Motown tunes like Stevie Won-
der’s “Living For the City” performed 
instrumentally, and the Eurythmics’s 
“Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This,) so 
they aren’t just another Crescent City 
Brass Band. But they also can be tradi-
tional covering the likes of Lee Dorsey’s 
“Night People,” and the Staples Singers 
“Unlock Your Mind,” which is also the 
title track of the Soul Rebels debut re-
cording.

So there you have it, another fine 
year for Michael Arnone’s Crawfish 
Fest, great music, good food, and a 
happy crowd always makes a fine and 
hearty roux mix that all spells; yeah 
you right. Until next years twenty-fifth 
keep checking www.CrawfishFest.com 
for updates. Arnone always tells me he 
starts planning his next Crawfish fest 
right after the final notes are played 
from the current year, now that’s plan-
ning!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

2013 Crawfish Fest
Augusta, NJ - May 31st through June 2nd
www.CrawfishFest.com

2013 Crawfish Fest - Big Sam of Big Sam’s Funky Nation.

2013 Crawfish Fest – (L-R): Tab Benoit, Corey Duplechin, and  Cyril Neville.

2013 Crawfish Fest - Tab Benoit. One of the Soul Rebels drummers.2013 Crawfish Fest -  John Nemeth. Erion Williams of the Soul Rebels. Tab Benoit - Cyril Neville.

http://www.crawfishfest.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.crawfishfest.com/
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By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
For a long time, I’ve 
been concerned about 
the impact of techno-
logical innovation upon 
employment. While, as 

a technologist, I applaud and am often 
amazed by the innovation, I am con-
cerned that our lawmakers and opinion 
pundits are not discussing this possibility 
and are certainly not planning for it. It 
seemsd to me that only ex-Secretary of 
Labor Robert Reich has been the only 
well-known person banging the drum 
for attention to this issue. I have there-
fore been very happy to see discussion on 
these issues picking up.

Kevin Drum’s article in the May / 
June 2013 issue of Mother Jones, “Wel-
come, Robot Overlords. Please Don’t Fire 
Us” (http://www.motherjones.com/

media/2013/05/robots-artificial-
intelligence-jobs-automation), was 
very well-thought out and generally 
optimistic about our future, although it 
warned of programs along our path to 
technological euphoria. Drum wrote 
“By about 2040 our robot paradise awaits. 
But first we have to get there. And at this 
point our tale takes a darker turn. What do 
we do over the next few decades as robots 
become steadily more capable and steadily 
begin taking away all our jobs?” … “Solu-
tions to this will remain elusive as long as 
we resist facing the real change in the way 
our economy works. When we finally do, 
we’ll probably have only a few options open 
to us. The simplest, because it’s relatively 
familiar, is to tax capital at high rates and 
use the money to support displaced workers. 
In other words, as The Economist’s Ryan 
Avent puts it, “redistribution, and a lot 
of it.” displaced workers. In other words, 
as The Economist’s Ryan Avent puts it, 
“redistribution, and a lot of it.”

Some might dismiss this as “left-
wing pap” -- after all it appears in 
Mother Jones, a decidedly left wing 
publication and speaks of “redistribution 
of income,” long an extreme left wing 
panacea for societal happiness. I was 
very happy, therefore, to see a wonderful 
“TED” presentation by MIT economist 
Andrew McAfee, co-author with Erik 
Brynjolfsson of the “Race Against the 
Machine” (http://www.amazon.com/
Race-Against-Machine-Accelerat-
ing-Productivity/dp/0984725113). 
The presentation, which I recommend 
to everyone (http://video.ted.com/
talk/podcast/2013/None/AndrewM-
cAfee_2013.mp4), is extremely opti-
mistic and provides recommendations 
which he does not feel are simply left-
wing platitudes.

First, McAfee deals with the argu-
ment that I have often heard --  “We 
have heard the same job elimination non-
sense forever and it has never happened. 

There will be new jobs -- we will adapt. 
Don’t worry about it.” McAfee writes 
“Now, for about 200 years, people have 
been saying exactly what I’m telling you 
-- the age of technological unemployment 
is at hand — starting with the Luddites 
smashing looms in Britain just about two 
centuries ago, and they have been wrong. 
Our economies in the developed world 
have coasted along on something pretty 
close to full employment. Which brings up 
a critical question: Why is this time dif-
ferent, if it really is? “

He then answers his own ques-
tion -- “The reason it’s different is that, 
just in the past few years, our machines 
have started demonstrating skills they 
have never, ever had before: understand-
ing, speaking, hearing, seeing, answering, 
writing, and they’re still acquiring new 
skills. For example, mobile humanoid ro-
bots are still incredibly primitive, but the 
research arm of the Defense Department 
just launched a competition to have them 

do things like this, and if the track record 
is any guide, this competition is going to 
be successful. So when I look around, I 
think the day is not too far off at all when 
we’re going to have androids doing a lot 
of the work that we are doing right now. 
And we’re creating a world where there 
is going to be more and more technology 
and fewer and fewer jobs. It’s a world 
that Erik Brynjolfsson and I are calling 
“the new machine age.”

Focus on the “fewer and fewer jobs” 
-- how can I say that McAfee is opti-
mistic? Watch on as he says “The thing 
to keep in mind is that this is absolutely 
great news. This is the best economic news 
on the planet these days. Not that there’s a 
lot of competition, right? This is the best 
economic news we have these days for 
two main reasons. The first is, technologi-
cal progress is what allows us to continue 
this amazing recent run that we’re on 
where output goes up over time, while 

Continued on page 13

SACRIFICE

Sen. Ball, Heroes In Transition & Military Order of The Purple Heart Ask Residents To “Sponsor A Vet” For WWII Trip To D.C.
BREWSTER, NY—Senator Greg 
Ball (R,C,I-Patterson), Heroes in Tran-
sition, and the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, Chapter 21, are asking the 
public to “sponsor a vet” to help them 
send over one hundred World War II 
veterans to visit the World War II me-
morial in Washington, D.C. this fall.

“In honor of all of the World War 
II veterans I am happy to announce that 
I will be organizing a free trip for them 
to visit the World War II memorial in 
Washington D.C. According to the 
Veteran’s Administration, our World 
War II veterans are dying at a rate of 600 
per day,” said Senator Greg Ball. “These 
brave men and women gave so much to 

fight for our nation’s safety and freedom 
and it is my honor to give them an op-
portunity to see the national monument 
that was created in honor of their ser-
vice.”

The trip, which will take place on 
September 17th is free and open to all 
WWII veterans. Chartered buses will 
leave from Senator Ball’s District Office 
in Brewster, NY and take the veterans to 
Washington D.C., where they will place 
a wreath at memorial the in honor of all 
WWII veterans from the 40th Senate 
District. Heroes in Transition, a sponsor 
of the event, will be accepting donations 
to help pay for the busing and food for 
the veterans.

The sponsorships range from $25 
lunch sponsors, to $1,000 bus sponsors. 
Anyone interested in donating can go to 
the Heroes in Transition’s website: he-
roesintransition.org and make a do-
nation online. Checks can also be made 
payable to Heroes In Transition and sent 
to 22 Bates Road, Suite 135, Mashpee, 
MA 02649.

“Heroes in Transition has been 
providing assistance to veterans in honor 
of fallen Marine Captain Eric A. Jones 
since 2010,” said Heroes in Transition 
President Michael Warshaw. “It is our 
honor to be able to help these American 
heroes finally see the WWII memorial 
and also find peace by being able pay 

their final respects to their dear friends 
and fellow military servicemen and 
women who lost their lives in WWII.”

“We deeply appreciate all the ef-
forts of Senator Ball and Heroes in 
Transition to make this trip possible,” 
said Eugene Parrotta, Chair of Senator 
Greg Ball’s Veteran’s Advisory Council, 
and member of the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart. “We are excited that 
these WWII veterans will get a chance 
to see the monument that was built in 
their honor.”

To RSVP for the road trip please 
contact Senator Greg Ball’s office at 
(845) 279-3773 or kgobins@nysenate.
gov.

SPORTS

Fourth Annual Dick McGuire Trot at Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway
YONKERS, NY -- The fourth an-
nual Dick McGuire Trot, remembering 
the Knicks great and basketball Hall of 
Famer, is on tap for Monday night, July 
1 at Empire City Casino at Yonkers 
Raceway.   

The New York Sire Stakes for three-
year-old colts and geldings is worth an 
estimated $250,000, and pays tribute to 
the ardent $2 horse player who starred at 
St. John’s and then at the Garden as one 
of the game’s greatest playmakers.   

Members of the McGuire fam-
ily expected to be on hand include wife 
Teri, sons Richard, Scott and Michael, 
numerous grand children and a slew of 

old friends.   
Raceway president Timothy J. 

Rooney and COO Bob Galterio put 
their stamp of approval on the McGuire 
Trot for its inaugural rendition in 2010 
after McGuire’s passing, and it has be-
come a fixture on the stakes schedule for 
New York-breds.   

McGuire was a regular at harness 
and thoroughbred tracks across the 
country, wherever his Knicks scouting 
missions would take him.   

According to his wife Teri, “Dick 
said he ‘broke even’ every time he re-
turned home from a night at the races.”   

Said Rooney: “We are truly delight-

ed and privileged to honor one of New 
York’s greatest sportsmen, and an avid 
racing fan, with the fourth annual Dick 
McGuire Trot. Yonkers Raceway looks 
forward to hosting the event for many 
years to come, and to having his family, 
friends and many fans at our historic 
track during the height of our summer 
stakes season.”   

Born in The Bronx, a product of the 
Rockaways, and a long time Dix Hills, 
Long Island resident, McGuire was a 
part of the Knicks organization for 53 
seasons as a player, coach and scout be-
fore his passing on February 3 at age 84. 
The St. John’s University star was one of 

the most selfless players in NBA history. 
The deft-passing McGuire was a five-
time NBA All-Star and led the Knicks 
to three straight NBA Finals in the fif-
ties. His number 15 was retired to the 
Madison Square Garden rafters in 1992, 
and he was inducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Hall of Fame the following 
year. McGuire’s legend, along with his 
historic NBA career, includes his love of 
horse racing, spending memorable times 
at racetracks across the country during 
his travels as a player, coach and scout, 
including Yonkers Raceway.

How About Jobs?
TECHNOLOGY  CREATIVE DISRUPTION

http://www.motherjones.com/media/2013/05/robots-artificial-intelligence-jobs-automation
http://www.motherjones.com/media/2013/05/robots-artificial-intelligence-jobs-automation
http://www.motherjones.com/media/2013/05/robots-artificial-intelligence-jobs-automation
http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2013/03/labour-markets-0
http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2013/03/labour-markets-0
http://www.amazon.com/Race-Against-Machine-Accelerating-Productivity/dp/0984725113
http://www.amazon.com/Race-Against-Machine-Accelerating-Productivity/dp/0984725113
http://www.amazon.com/Race-Against-Machine-Accelerating-Productivity/dp/0984725113
http://www.amazon.com/Race-Against-Machine-Accelerating-Productivity/dp/0984725113
http://www.amazon.com/Race-Against-Machine-Accelerating-Productivity/dp/0984725113
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 THE ROMA BUILDING
 COMMERICAL SPACE FOR RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., YORKTOWN HEIGHTS

Office  Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent $900/Month
2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.  Rent  $1675/Month

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. Rent $500/Month 

914.632.1230

-

- RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, 
Spacious

Studio Apartments 
$1150/Month

1 Bedroom Apartments: 
$1350 - $1500/Month

Brand New Kitchens, 
Living Rooms & Bathrooms.

Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, 

Stoves & Refrigerators.
Credit Check Required 

Available Immediately 
 Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

at the same time, prices go down, and 
volume and quality just continue to ex-
plode. Now, some people look at this and 
talk about shallow materialism, but that’s 
absolutely the wrong way to look at it. 
This is abundance, which is exactly what 
we want our economic system to provide. 
The second reason that the new machine 
age is such great news is that, once the 
androids start doing jobs, we don’t have 
to do them anymore, and we get freed up 
from drudgery and toil.”

Sounds like “pie in the sky”? 
McAfee admits that this future is much 
less threatening to the Silicon Valley and 
Cambridge denizens who welcome an 
intellectually challenging future where 
there should always be work for tech-
nologists and engineers than it is for the 
millions who will have their jobs elimi-
nated by robots and artificially intelligent 
clerical systems. He gets to them next 
--- “In a world where it is just about as 
easy to generate an object as it is to print 
a document, we have amazing new pos-
sibilities. The people who used to be crafts-
men and hobbyists are now makers, and 
they’re responsible for massive amounts 
of innovation. And artists who were 
formerly constrained can now do things 
that were never, ever possible for them 
before. So this is a time of great flourish-
ing, and the more I look around, the more 
convinced I become that this quote, from 
the physicist Freeman Dyson --  ‘Technol-
ogy is a gift of God. After the gift of life it 
is perhaps the greatest of God’s gifts. It is 

the mother of civilizations, of arts and of 
sciences’ -- , is not hyperbole at all. This is 
just a plain statement of the facts. We are 
in the middle of an astonishing period.”

McAfee sees two difficulties that 
must be dealt with as we move toward 
this technological eutopia, economic 
and societal. On the economic side, how 
do we support all these non-working 
people”? --  and on the societal issue, 
how does a society function with many 
unemployed people? McAfee quotes 
Voltaire on the value of work -- “Work 
saves a man from three great evils: bore-
dom, vice and need.”

His answer to the economic is-
sue is a two stage one -- “The economic 
playbook is surprisingly clear, surprisingly 
straightforward, in the short term espe-
cially. The robots are not going to take 
all of our jobs in the next year or two, so 
the classic Econ 101 playbook is going to 
work just fine: Encourage entrepreneur-
ship, double down on infrastructure, 
and make sure we’re turning out people 
from our educational system with the 
appropriate skills. But over the longer 
term, if we are moving into an economy 
that’s heavy on technology and light on 
labor, and we are, then we have to con-
sider some more radical interventions, 
for example, something like a guaranteed 
minimum income.”

Realizing that, to some, the idea of 
a “guaranteed minimum income” sounds 
like “that idea is associated with the ex-
treme left wing and with fairly radi-
cal schemes for redistributing wealth”, 
McAfee points out “that the idea of a 
net guaranteed minimum income has 
been championed by those frothing-at-

the-mouth socialists Friedrich Hayek, 
Richard Nixon and Milton Friedman. 
And if you find yourself worried that 
something like a guaranteed income is go-
ing to stifle our drive to succeed and make 
us kind of complacent, you might be inter-
ested to know that social mobility, one of 
the things we really pride ourselves on in 
the United States, is now lower than it is 
in the northern European countries that 
have these very generous social safety nets. 
So the economic playbook is actually pretty 
straightforward”.

McAfee finds the societal problem 
more challenging -- how will we engage 
people who seem to be unemployable 
and keep them engaged throughout 
their life? He sees education as a big 
part of it but realizes that it is a difficult 
path, writing “My biggest worry is that 
we’re creating a world where we’re going 
to have glittering technologies embedded 
in kind of a shabby society and supported 
by an economy that generates inequality 
instead of opportunity. “

He quickly counters the negative 
possibility, saying “But I actually don’t 
think that’s what we’re going to do. I 
think we’re going to do something a lot 
better for one very straightforward rea-
son: The facts are getting out there.” and 
concludes his talk by saying “So the op-
timistic note, great point that I want to 
leave you with is that the plain facts of 
the machine age are becoming clear, and 
I have every confidence that we’re going 
to use them to chart a good course into 
the challenging, abundant economy that 
we’re creating.”

Is McAfee’s view of the future cor-
rect?

Is this technological revolution re-
ally different than all those before it?

Is his optimism justified?
Will this future really require the 

restructuring of our capitalist economic 
system?

I think “Yes” to all -- but, of course, 
I may be as wrong as I’m sure those who 
say “no need to worry” are. Everything 
rests on whether this technology revolu-
tion is as different as he says it is -- and 
I think that it is. There is, then, only a 
reason to be optimistic if we, as a soci-
ety, are willing to recognize and address 
the rapid changes and economic disrup-
tions that are bound to be the result of 
these changes. McAfee’s “guaranteed 
minimum income” may not be the answer 
but we will be compelled to find some 
answer.

At least now, the issues are begin-
ning to be raised.  We must, at a mini-
mum, make sure that the issues are kept 
front and center and are addressed by our 
political leaders. set up must be approved 
both from a technical standpoint from 

the “Moodle Support area”” and by aca-
demics who review both the content and 
the method of assessment.

As we move more and more into 
the delivery of courses on-line, we must 
assure that both the professors and stu-
dents are adequately prepared to share a 
quality educational experience. If we do 
not, we are shortchanging students in a 
highly competitive world where educa-
tion can mean success or the lack thereof.

The business and political models 
are extremely important but, if we don’t 
have a framework to assure that students 
receive at least as good (and hopefully bet-
ter) education on-line than they would 
in a classroom, it is all for naught.
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around us. 
These changers normally happen under our 
personal radar until we find that the world 
as we knew it is no more.
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com.

How About Jobs?

TECHNOLOGY  CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued from page 12

mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
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By JOHN SIMON
In his “A Genera-

tion of Vipers” (1942), 
Philip Wylie coined 
the useful term “mo-
mism,” which one dic-

tionary defines as “Excessive adulation 
of the mother and undue dependence 
on maternal care and protection, re-
sulting in absence or loss of maturity 
and independence.”

“Momism” is word particularly 
relevant to the American bourgeoi-
sie of that era, but far from irrelevant 

before or after. There exists in this 
country a cult of motherhood, almost 
a worship of mothers, very different 
from loving other women. Speculat-
ing about this not exclusively Ameri-
can phenomenon is not my subject 
here, but exist it does, and Sidney 

Howard’s “The Silver Cord” (1926) is 
justly considered by “Benet’s Reader’s 
Encyclopedia” one of the “earliest 
psychological studies of a dominant 
mother to be presented on stage.” It 
was Freudian at a time when Freud 
was little known in America.

Howard, a socialist and pacifist, 
won a Pulitzer for “They Knew What 
They Wanted” (which later engen-
dered the musical “The Most Happy 
Fella”) and a couple of Oscars, for 
“Arrowsmith” and “Gone With the 
Wind.” He considered himself more 

of a chronicler and advocate of social 
phenomena than an artist, but in sev-
eral plays and screenplays he proved 
himself admirably both.

We have here the divorced Mrs. 
Phelps, a middle-aged woman who, 
unbeknown to herself, has transmogri-

fied unfulfilled physical appetites into 
abnormal sexualized adoration of her 
sons, David and Robert. Characteris-
tically, she even refers to David cod-
dlingly as “Dave boy,” and to Robert 
as a more childish-sounding “Robin.”

David has recently married 
Christina abroad, and has just brought 
her back to the Phelps mansion in “an 
Eastern City.” Robert, in turn, has in-
vited his fiancée, Hester, age 20, for the 
weekend. The Phelps home is mark-
edly old-fashioned, whereas Christina 
is a serious biologist, and Hester a bit 
of a flapper, and both modern women 
stick in Mrs. Phelps’s craw. The latter 
is not given a first name, but is always 
“Mrs. Phelps,” thus emphasizing her 
quality of mistress, a dominant figure 
trying to hold on to her grown chil-
dren at any cost.

What she proceeds to attempt-
-part consciously, part unconsciously-
-is to make David’s marriage collapse 
and Robert’s engagement dissolve, 
and keep her kissipoo relationship 
with her sons continuing unimped-
ed.   This involves a whole collection 
of stratagems, some obvious and some 
covert, with which to keep David and 
Robert for herself alone.

Howard wrote an absorbing play, 
part comic, part ominous almost to 
the point of melodrama, chronicling 
a contest between mother and two 
rather different sons, as well as be-
tween actual and prospective moth-
er-in-law and two rather different 
young women. The battle—really four 
battles—is excitingly presented, with 
only the slightest, permissible theatri-
cal intensification. There is, however, 
one questionable aspect to this Pecca-
dillo Theater production. Why is Mrs. 
Phelps (henceforth Mother) acted by 
a man in drag, who played this part 18 
years ago and was eager to undertake 
it again?

This, to me, seems more peccant 
than a mere peccadillo. Dana Carman 
(note the unisex first name) is over the 
top about the distance from a green 
valley to a snow-clad mountain peak. 
There is Himalayan camp in this per-
formance, which impresses as female 
impersonation but depresses as acting. 
Mother cries out for some restraint, 
which would make her more chilling 
and less caricatural.

Other parts are handled com-
petently enough. Thomas Matthew 
Kelley is a manly but flusterable Da-
vid, and Wilson Bridges an unrelieved 
mama’s boy Robert. Caroline Kaplan 
is winning as the worm-that-turns 
Hester, although Victoria Mack could 
be more charismatic as Christina, who 

proves more than a match for Mother.
As designed by Harry Feiner and 

directed by Dan Wackerman, “The 
Silver Cord” may not be pure gold, but 
it is largely solid silver.
Photos of “The Silver Cord” by and cour-
tesy of Carol Rosegg.
Theatre at St. Clement’s, 423 West 46th 
Street, New York, NY 10036; Telephone: 
(212) 246-7277.

A wonderful surprise is the Rat-
tlestick Playwrights Theater produc-
tion of “Charles Ives Take Me Home” 
by Jessica Dickey, which, a suspicious 
title notwithstanding, proves an au-
thentic charmer. It is the story of how 
the eccentric and reclusive composer 
Charles Ives proves—briefly in life 
and much more posthumously—an 
umpire in the conflict between the 
professional violinist John Starr and 
his daughter Laura, who begins as 
an eight-year-old basketball fan and 
becomes the indomitable coach of a 
women’s team.

There is a seeming irreconcilabil-
ity between a father who has no use 
for basketball and a daughter who has 
none for the violin and classical music. 
Meanwhile Charles Ives becomes a 
watchful mentor to John from the be-
yond, helping toward an ultimate fam-
ily rapprochement. Although there is 
no spurious Hollywood happy ending, 
there is a touching, believable, humane 
finale.

Jessica Dickey proves equally 
savvy about basketball as about vio-
lin playing, and, more important yet, 
about playwriting, probably helped 
by being both an active actress and a 
practicing playwright. Daniella Topol 
has directed with laudable insight into 
character detail, including that of the 
complex composer, who also functions 

as a smilingly philosophical compere. 
And then there is the perfect cast.

Drew McVety is a fine actor and, 
almost miraculously, a no less apt vio-
lin player; Henry Stram, an endear-
ing veteran character actor, emerges 
as adept at the piano. Together they 
perform expert excerpts from some 
of Ives’s works. Kate Nowlin, who 
here bounces a ball almost as much as 
she acts, makes a marvelously athletic, 

driven and driving, basketball coach 
with us as her team, yet without for-
feiting something gentler deep under-
neath.

I could quote chunks of the some-
times downright poetic dialogue, but 
prefer to let you make the discoveries 
yourselves. This is an intelligent, liter-
ate, dramatic, humorous and moving 
play that, in 80 minutes, says more 
than many a three-act drama by play-
wrights of greater renown. I recom-
mend it wholeheartedly.

Rattlestick Playwrights Theater, 
224 Waverly Place, New York, NY 
10014. Telephone: (212) 627-2556.
New York NY 10036
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the  Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com  and  Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon 
holds a  PhD  from  Harvard Univer-
sity in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount Manhat-
tan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Mom’s the Word

Dale Carman as Mrs. Phelps and Victoria Mack as Christina.

Wilson Bridges as Robert and Caroline Kaplan as Hester.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

Summer Sidewalk Dining at Pelham’s Bistro Rollin
WESTfoodies

By HEZI ARIS
PELHAM, NY - Bis-
tro Rollin has wel-
comed summer with 
the opening of its sea-
sonal Sidewalk Café, a 

fixture of downtown Pelham for several 
years. This contemporary American 
bistro with a French accent was in the 
vanguard of sidewalk dining in Pelham. 
Now, thanks to a recent vote by the Vil-
lage of Pelham Board of Trustees, more 
food establishments will be allowed to 
set up sidewalk cafes in one of West-
chester’s most inviting tree-lined towns.

“We’re delighted to have more 
company on Pelham’s sidewalks,” says 
Paul Bratone, co-owner and manager 
of Bistro Rollin. “Pelham is one of the 
most walkable villages in Westchester 
and we think that additional sidewalk 
cafes and restaurants will add to the 
unique friendliness and charm of our 
downtown.”

Surrounded by flower boxes and 
sheltered by patio umbrellas, Bistro 
Rollin’s Sidewalk Café offers a welcome 
table for a summer lunch or an alfresco 
dinner on a warm night. Spring din-
ing has always been a favorite of Chef 
Manny Lozano, who loves to take ad-
vantage of local produce at both lunch 
and dinner.

For his new summer menu, Chef 
Lozano has just unveiled his home-
made tagliatelle with pesto, spring peas 
and pancetta as well as all natural roast 
chicken with ratatouille and fingerling 
potatoes. Soft shell crabs are available 
now and have also made their debut, 
served with jumbo asparagus and a car-
rot-ginger sauce. Vegetarian offerings 
include risotto primavera with squash, 
sweet peppers, tomatoes, spring peas 
and spinach.

To accompany these dishes, Bistro 

Rollin has added three new rosé wines, 
two from Provence, and one from Bor-
deaux, which match perfectly with the 
new menu. Chef Lozano will be using 
seasonal fresh fruit all summer to make 
ice creams and sorbets. On the menu 
now is a strawberry and sour cream ice 
cream that has received rave reviews 
from guests. Bistro Rollin’s cheese tray 
will continue to feature the best ar-
tisanal American cheeses. Currently 
being offered are: Angel Food Triple 
Cream from Prairie Fruits Farm in Il- linois; a Middlebury Blue from Blue 

Ledge Farms, Vermont; and a Marieke 

Aged Gouda from Penterman Farms, 
Wisconsin.

Bistro Rollin serves lunch served 
Tuesday-Saturday, from Noon to 
2:30PM. Dinner is offered Tuesday-
Thursday & Sunday, from 5:00PM-
9:00PM and on Fridays & Saturdays 
from 5:00PM-10:30PM Reservations 
at 914-633-0780 or owners@bistrorol-
lin.com.

Bistro Rollin, a contemporary 
American bistro with a French accent, 
was opened in 2009 by Barbara and Ar-
thur Bratone. In her October 12, 2012 
review, Emily DeNitto of The New 
York Times wrote that “Bistro Rollin, 
in Pelham, is a community restaurant 
in the best sense. Many of its ingredi-
ents are sourced locally...” Bistro Rollin 
received five OpenTable Diners Choice 
Awards for “Best Overall Restaurant,” 
“Best Food,” “Fit for Foodies,” “Great 
for Brunch” and “Neighborhood Gem” 
in Westchester County and the Hud-
son Valley in 2012. Managed by Paul 
Bratone, the kitchen is headed by Chef 
Manny Lozano, formerly of Manhat-
tan’s L’Absinthe restaurant. In Septem-
ber, Bistro Rollin unveiled its new R 
Bar, which offers Chef Lozano’s new R 
Bar menu, focusing on inventive, light-
er fare. Bistro Rollin is open for lunch 
and dinner Tuesday through Saturday 
and brunch and dinner on Sunday 
at 142 Fifth Avenue in Pelham, NY. 
10803. Reservations at 914-633-0780 
or owners@bistrorollin.com.

mailto:owners@bistrorollin.com
mailto:owners@bistrorollin.com
mailto:owners@bistrorollin.com
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By RICH MONETTI
SOMERS, NY -- On 
Wednesday June 12th, 
the Somers Planning 
Board met at Somers 
Middle School to hear 

arguments on several development 
proposals. Representatives from the 
environmental engineering firm of 
Wooden and Curran sat in to add their 

expertise to the proceedings.
Up first, Anthony Mole repre-

sented In-Site Engineering and their 
proposal to build on three lots on 
Greentree Road in Shenorock. The 
main concern Mole expressed is the 
requirement of providing a storm water 
prevention and pollution plan in both 
the conventional plan and the open de-
velopment plans.

The double burden, according to 
Mole, caused previous developers to 
walk away. Board Member Fedora 
DeLucia disagreed with the previous 
history of the plot, as she asserted that 
the developer hasn’t presented much 
information to this point.

Either way, Joe Barbagallo of 
Wooden and Curran clarified the 
preemptive importance of the conven-
tional plan in relation to the open de-
velopment. “The convention plan will 
determine the number of lots that can 

be accommodated and is used as a basis 
for the open development plan,” said 
the environmental engineer.

That said, Barbagallo pointed out 
that the conventional plan will still 
face significant approval requirements. 
“This includes a federal approval from 
the United States Army Corps of En-
gineers in regards to the wetland’s per-
mit and Federal Endangered Species 
Act safeguards for the Bob Turtle, The 
New England Cotton Tail Rabbit, and 

GOVERNMENTSection
AUDIT

DiNapoli: Auditors Uncover $3 Million in Improper Unemployment Insurance
State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli 
uncovered up to $3 million in inappro-
priate unemployment insurance pay-
ments made by the Department of 
Labor (DoL), including payments to 
recipients who were ineligible because 
they were employed, had collected 
more than the maximum weekly ben-
efits or were not authorized to work in 
the United States, according to a report 
released on Friday, June 14, 2013.
“While most unemployment payments 
are appropriate, my auditors are find-
ing that the amount of inappropriate 

payments is going up,” DiNapoli said. 
“Inappropriate payments identified by 
my auditors for 2012 jumped by over 
$375,000 from 2011. The Department 
of Labor must implement stricter con-
trols to make sure taxpayer dollars go to 
only those individuals who are entitled 
to these benefits.”

Of the $3 million uncovered by 
DiNapoli’s auditors, $1.9 million was 
prevented from being paid and $1.1 
million had been paid and DOL should 
pursue recovery, the report states.

Auditors also matched DOL 

files with records of newly-hired New 
York state workers and identified 
118 employees who collectively owed 
$228,075 to DOL for unemployment 
overpayments.

The Comptroller’s findings in-
cluded completed or planned payments 
such as:
•	 $1,602,920 to individuals who 

were employed, deceased, or out of 
the country;

•	 $126,341 to claimants not 
authorized to work in the United 
States; and

•	 $35,652 in payments exceeding 
the maximum four days of benefits 
in the same week.
In response to the Comptroller’s 

recommendations, DOL has updated 
procedures to provide clarity to staff, 
revised processes to reduce and pre-
vent improper payments, and is actively 
pursuing debts owed as a result of im-
proper payments.

For a copy of the report visit: 
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/audits/al-
laudits/bseaudits/2012bse3a001.htm

This week the 
Bronxville Board of 
Trustees issued the 
Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for development 
of the Kensington Road 

property.
The uptick in the real estate mar-

ket has generated robust interest in the 
property and at press time more than 
a dozen companies have expressed in-
terest.

The property, off the tax rolls, has 
long been a visual eyesore, as well as 
having a contaminated underground, 
and the idea of finally getting a high 
quality development on the property 
will enhance not only the Village land-
scape but increase surrounding prop-
erty values.

The RFP is essentially the same 
document that was issued in 2003-
2004.  As history, in June of 2004, the 
Village entered into a contract with 
WCI Communities Inc. to construct 
a residential condominium project in-

cluding an underground parking ga-
rage having a minimum of 200 spaces 
to be used by the Village for municipal 
purposes via a perpetual easement.

Over a period of two years, the 
previous developer obtained all re-
quired land use and board approvals 
from the Village for construction of the 
project.  The project’s architect has also 
advised the Village that the required 
drawings and specifications for obtain-
ing a building permit have also been 
prepared making this truly a “shovel 
ready” project.

Some of the land use board ap-
provals from the Village include an 
Environmental Findings Statement, 
Planning Board Site Plan and Plan-
ning Board Special Permit approval.

In addition, the previous developer, 
(who did file Chapter 11 due to heavy 
investment in the Florida real estate 
market in 2008), also entered into and/
or negotiated agreements with Third 
Parties including the New York State 
Department of Environmental Con-

servation regarding environmental 
remediation on the site; MTA/Metro 
North regarding access, construction 
management, drainage and utility is-
sues; the owners of the adjacent prop-
erty (One Pondfield Road) modifying 
a pre-existing easement and providing 
for relocation of certain utility lines; and 
the United Water Company regarding 
the replacement of an existing water 
main.   The previous developer also 
committed to employ certain construc-
tion management measures to protect 
the property of Christ Church includ-
ing particular precautions related to the 
Church’s historic organ and stain glass 
windows.  Proposers for this interation 
of the RFP will be required to provide 
such protections as well.

Though the contract was termi-
nated with the previous developer, all 
the land use board approvals remain in 
place and will run with the land in the 
event the property is conveyed to a new 
developer.   In addition, both the for-
mer project’s architect and the project 
engineering firm have agreed that their 
drawings and specifications may be 
used by a new developer upon entering 
into an agreement.

These pre-approvals, both in terms 
of time and expenses already incurred, 
are worth millions to the next potential 
developer.

Proposers responding to the newly 
released RFP will be required to pro-
vide a bond, letter of credit or equivalent 
form of security to ensure completion 
of the environmental remediation and 
the entire parking facility in a manner 
consistent for use and occupancy.  In 
essence, in an absolute worst case sce-
nario, the Village will still have an en-
vironmentally pristine property and an 
underground parking facility.

Proposers must also provide the 
Village with detailed information re-
garding their experience in completing 
a project of this type and scope as well 
as their financial ability to complete the 
project.

After much market research, the 
condominiums were designed to be 
marketed to the empty nester audi-
ence – folks who want to downsize but 
still remain in the Village.  The design 
schematics provided for formal dining 
rooms, few bedrooms and many staff-
ing amenities.  The previous developer 
also hired a professional demographer 

who estimated five to seven school age 
children would be added to our educa-
tional system.  This number cannot be 
relegated to precision just as we can-
not know the precise number of empty 
nesters who sell their homes each year, 
nor the number of children moving 
into complexes throughout the Village 
in any given time frame.

In addition to a beautifully de-
signed and landscaped building whose 
every inch was carefully vetted over 
a two year plus planning and review 
process, improvements to the adjacent 
homes in the form of new sidewalks, 
curbing, plantings and underground 
utilities are part of the final plan.  The 
completed project will add approxi-
mately $650,000 yearly to the Village 
coffers in the form of property taxes on 
a property currently generating none.

Proposers responding to our RFP 
have until September 3, 2013 to express 
their interest so all selection activity 
will begin in the Fall.  Of course, if the 
proposals are not ultimately seen as in 
the best interest of the Village, we have 
reserved the right to reject all proposals.

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Kensington Road Update

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Somers Planning Board Meeting

Planning Board Member John Keane. Continued on page 17
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a rare form of beetle,” said Barbagallo.
As such, Barbagallo proposed a 

compromise. “Our suggestion is to 
come back with a sketch,” said Bar-
bagallo.

This amounts to a plan on a con-
ceptual level that works out the critical 
details before proceeding with what’s 
required for the preliminary and final 
application noted Barbagallo.

Agreed upon by In-Site Engi-
neering, the board passed a motion to 
provide a list of requirements on how 
to move forward with the firm from 
that point.

The board then listened to an in-
formal presentation from the Somers 
Realty Corporation on a proposed as-
sisted living facility on Mahopac Av-
enue. A 70,000 square feet structure to 
be developed by the Wegman Compa-
nies, met immediate Board contention 

over the appearance of the structure 
proposed. “With the west end rais-
ing 30 feet above the east,” said Board 
Member John Keane, “It will stick out 
like a sore thumb.”

Linda Whitehead, Esq., legal 
counsel advocating for the Somers 
Realty Corporation, believes there is 
enough distance and open space from 

the nearest residencies to not be a 
problem. Even so, Mr. Keane seemed 
unmoved.

Barbagallo thus proposed turning 
the building around to face the other 
way. “It would tuck into the hill,” said 
Barbagallo.

While that would change the 
drainage situation and resident access 
from Route 6 to Mahopac Avenue, the 
presenters were open to the suggestion. 
At issue would be whether a Mahopac 
Avenue access could increase traffic be-
yond acceptable levels.

In response, developer Jeff Wat-
kins of the Wegman Companies be-
lieves the facility would have far less 
impact if residencees went up on the 
plot.  “It would be equal to having 20 
houses,” asserted Watkins.

Finally, the board was concerned 
whether the office space within the 
facility would go unused and that the 
overall project would not have enough 

economic impact on the local economy.  
“We believe the offices will be very at-
tractive to doctors who can be in very 
close proximity to elder patients, and 
the site’s eight full time employees are 
likely to shop local,” said Whitehead.

The board meeting concluded 

with a sense that the developers were 
all ears. “We came here to get your 
thoughts,” concluded Watkins.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Somers Planning Board Meeting

Fedora DeLucia.

Joe Barbagallo.

HOUSING

Astorino Asserts Federal Monitor’s Report Cards Expand Scope of Housing Settlement
Residents Urged to Read How Allocations Rise to Almost 6,000 Units in “Eligible” communities
Local Zoning Criticized for Failing to Meet Never Adopted Benchmarks
The federal monitor hired by the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has sent “re-
port cards” assigning “obligations” and 
“benchmark allocations” to the 31 eligi-
ble communities in the 2009 affordable 
housing settlement that far exceed the 
terms of the settlement, in particular 
the target of developing 750 affordable 
housing units by the end of 2016.

The two largest allocations were 
975 affordable housing units for 
Mount Pleasant and 756 units for 
Harrison, meaning each town’s indi-
vidual report card allocation surpasses 
the settlement’s total. The combined 
number for all 31 municipalities is 
5,847 units – 5,097 units more than the 
settlement’s figure.

The report card allocations, which 
were based on a 2004 Rutgers study 
that was never adopted by the county 
and is not part of the housing settle-
ment, come at a time when HUD has 
confirmed that it expects Westchester 
to go beyond the settlement’s 750 units. 
In a May 31, 2013 letter, HUD Deputy 
Secretary Maurice A. Jones wrote: “The 
county is obligated to ensure the devel-
opment of ‘at least’ 750 new affordable 
housing units that affirmatively further 
fair housing. By its terms, this is a floor 

not a ceiling.”
Jones reiterated that the 750 figure 

is just a starting point at a news confer-
ence in White Plains on June 4, saying: 
“We would never say only do 750 units 
and stop. No.”

The county is posting the report 

cards and responses from the mu-
nicipalities as they come in, as well as 
the monitor’s benchmark allocations 
for all 31 communities, at www.west-
chestergov.com/monitorreportcards. 
This is being done in an effort to 
make the settlement and its impli-

cations for Westchester residents as 
transparent as possible.

“The report cards clearly docu-
ment HUD’s overreaching and the 
vulnerability of local communities to 
Washington’s attempts to take control 
of or abolish local zoning,” said West-
chester County Executive Robert P. 
Astorino. “I urge everyone to read 
them. It is important for residents to 
see for themselves just what the federal 
government is trying to do in West-
chester. The county is ahead of schedule 
in complying with the settlement, but it 
won’t be bullied or threatened by HUD 
to do things that are not in the settle-
ment.”

Reaction from local municipalities 
has been confusion, anger and disbelief. 
Nowhere are the costs of these alloca-
tions discussed, or their impact on lo-
cal services or the environment. The 
overarching complaint is the Catch-22 
nature of the report cards. The munici-
palities have been assigned affordable 
housing allocations, which they never 
adopted, but nonetheless trigger with-
out any apparent authority “obligations” 
to change their local zoning.

“The proposed findings and report 
card wholly fail to recognize that there 
is no benchmark allocation required by 

Westchester County or any other juris-
diction,” wrote Tuckahoe Village At-
torney John Cavallaro in his response to 
the report card. “It appears the Federal 
Monitor has premised his conclusions 
on a study that was never effectuated by 
the county that is without any force of 
law or authority.”

The municipal allocations in the 
report cards are derived from a 2004 
Rutgers study that was never adopted 
by the county and was not part of the 
housing settlement. Under the home 
rule provisions of the New York State 
Constitution, the power and responsi-
bility for local zoning rests solely with 
local municipalities.

Other issues addressed by the mu-
nicipalities from the monitor’s report 
cards include: sloppy research (“the 
report overlooks the fact that the Vil-
lage of Ardsley adopted the Fair and 
Affordable Housing Model Ordinance 
on Nov. 19, 2012); (“there is no hotel in 
the village of Bronxville”); faulty meth-
odology for establishing housing prices 
(“the $650,000 average price for a con-
dominium in the Village of Tarrytown 
as asserted by the Federal Monitor has 
no basis in fact”); unsubstantiated state-
ments (“the report’s opening statement 

Westchester County Executive Robert P. Astorino, center, discusses the federal 
monitor’s “Report Cards,” which were sent to 31 municipalities in connection with 

the federal affordable housing settlement. He was joined during a press conference on 
June 12, 2013, left to right, by Tuckahoe Mayor Steve Ecklond; Lewisboro Supervisor 

Peter Parsons; Rye Brook Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Rednick; North Castle Supervisor 
Howard Arden; Bedford Planning Director Jeff Osterman; Somers Supervisor 

Mary Beth Murphy; Mount Pleasant Supervisor Joan Maybury; Cortlandt Deputy 
Director of Planning Chris Kehoe; and North Salem Supervisor Warren Lucas.
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regarding Larchmont [Larchmont has 
not adopted the County’s model zon-
ing ordinance for affordable housing, 
nor does it in any way promote fair and 
affordable housing] is not only inaccu-
rate, but very unfair to the Board mem-
bers and the citizens of Larchmont 
who have overwhelmingly supported 
the development of these units”);

little awareness of environmental 

concerns (“one of the largest impedi-
ments to the creation of affordable 
housing in Northern Westchester is 
the difficulty in creating a sewerage 
system within the requirements of the 
New York City watershed.” – Bedford); 
and faulty assertions of legal obligations 
(“the Town of Mount Pleasant … did 
not receive or accept CDBG funds al-
leged therein and therefore has abso-
lutely no ‘affordable housing obligation 
under the Settlement’ ”).

The county has conducted several 
comprehensive reviews of all 853 zon-
ing districts in Westchester and found 
no evidence of exclusionary practices 
based on race or ethnicity. The county’s 
findings were supported by a legal anal-
ysis conducted by the Pace University 
Land Use Law Center.

To comply with the settlement, the 
county has to have 300 units of afford-
able housing with financing in place by 
Dec. 31, 2013. As of June, the county 

had surpassed the goal with 386 units; 
at least 115 of which are already occu-
pied. The fact that the county is ahead 
of schedule developing affordable 
housing is further proof that zoning is 
not exclusionary.

The report cards were sent to the 
31 municipalities on March 21 by the 
federal monitor hired by HUD, James 
Johnson. The report cards were pre-
pared by the Pratt Center for Plan-
ning at the request of the monitor. 
The countywide allocation from the 
Rutgers study was 10,768 units, with 

6,961 of them in the eligible commu-
nities. The 5,847-unit allocation in the 
monitor’s report cards acknowledges 
that 1,114 units of affordable housing 
were built or under construction in the 
31 eligible communities between 2000 
and November 2012, again more proof 
that the zoning in these communities is 
not exclusionary.

SOURCE: Westchester County 
Executive Astorino’s Communications 
Director Ned McCormack.

Treacherous Talk
CURRENT COMMENTARY

LEGISLATION

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Exactly what is treason, 
and exactly who is a 
traitor?

My question is 
neither academic nor 

rhetorical. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
D-Calif., who chairs the Senate In-
telligence Committee, has already pro-
nounced Edward Snowden guilty of 
“an act of treason” for disclosing highly 
classified details of the government’s 
data-collection efforts. House Speaker 
John Boehner, R-Ohio, chimed in that 
Snowden is “a traitor.”

This elevates the definitions of 
“treason” and “traitor” to matters of 
pressing public policy. In other circum-
stances, we might be glad that senior 
members of both parties have found 
something to agree upon, but in this 
case I don’t see much silver in that lin-
ing.

The terms “treason” and “traitor” 
are tossed around far too liberally, often 
by people who are ignorant, but some-
times – as in the cases of Feinstein and 
Boehner – by officials who either know 
better or who should.

Title 18, Section 2381 of the 
United States Code states: “Whoever, 
owing allegiance to the United States, 
levies war against them or adheres to 
their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort within the United States or 
elsewhere, is guilty of treason and shall 
suffer death, or shall be imprisoned not 
less than five years and fined not less 
than $10,000; and shall be incapable 
of holding any office under the United 
States.”

Snowden obviously did not en-
gage in warfare against the United 
States. Feinstein therefore believes, or 
pretends to believe, that he “adheres 
to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort.” Which enemies? What sort 
of aid and comfort?

The United States is not in a state 
of declared war against anyone. There is 
a violent yet metaphorical “war on ter-
ror,” just as there is an equally violent, 
metaphorical “war on drugs.” Terrorists 
and drug lords already knew our gov-
ernment wants to monitor their com-
munications and capture or kill them. 
I, on the other hand, did not know that 
the government was gathering data on 

every phone call and text message I sent 
until Snowden revealed that informa-
tion.

Am I an enemy of the United 
States? Are 310 million of my fellow 
citizens? I don’t think so. We are the 
United States.

Wise or foolish though his actions 
may have been, and however many laws 
and obligations Snowden violated, he is 
guilty of only the same conduct that 
Daniel Ellsberg engaged in when he 
leaked the Pentagon Papers in 1971. 
Even the Nixon administration did 
not claim that Ellsberg had commit-
ted treason. Ellsberg was charged with 
violating the Espionage Act of 1917, 
and the charges were dismissed when 
it emerged that Nixon’s “plumbers” (so 
named for their assignment of stopping 
leaks) had illegally burglarized the of-
fice of Ellsberg’s psychiatrist.

I don’t think Feinstein, Boehner 
and their fellow members of the con-
gressional leadership really believe 
Snowden is guilty of treason. I think 
they urgently want to put as much fear 
as possible into anyone else who might 
consider leaking or publishing national 
secrets.

If Snowden is guilty of treason, 
then what about the journalists and 
news organizations that published the 

information he provided?
Consider Title 18, Section 2382 of 

the U.S. Code: “Whoever, owing alle-
giance to the United States and having 
knowledge of the commission of any 
treason against them, conceals and does 
not, as soon as may be, disclose and 
make known the same to the President 
or to some judge of the United States, 
or to the governor or to some judge or 
justice of a particular State, is guilty of 
misprision of treason and shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more 
than seven years, or both.”

Under this language, if Snowden 
had not come forward to identify him-
self, could journalists who reported his 
information have been prosecuted for 
protecting their source? Does anyone 
care to stake the right to a free press on 
the prosecutorial discretion of President 
Obama and Attorney General Eric 
Holder?

This, too, is not an academic or 
rhetorical question. Rep. Peter King, 
R-N.Y., who chairs the House Sub-
committee on Counterintelligence 
and Terrorism, asserted this week that 
journalists who report on leaks like 
Snowden should be punished.

Snowden said he acted to educate 
Americans about the emergence of 
what he called a “surveillance state.” The 

fevered reactions by some of the archi-
tects of that state support Snowden’s ar-
gument that we, not they, should decide 
the balance between surveillance and 
privacy, between what is truly a matter 
of national security and what is an ac-
cumulation of data whose ultimate use 
cannot yet be known – but which is go-
ing to be used for something, someday, 
because knowledge is power, and power 
is always used eventually.

There was no treason. Snowden, 
whatever else he may be, is not a traitor. 
But all this talk of treason is taking us 
down a treacherous path.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has pro-
vided personal financial and tax coun-
seling to a sophisticated client base since 
1986. After six years with Arthur An-
dersen, where he was a senior manager for 
personal financial planning and family 
wealth planning, he founded his own firm 
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which 
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

New York Senate Unanimously Passes Klein Bill Banning Sale of Popular but Fatal Over the Counter Muscle Building Supplement
ALBANY, NY- On Wednesday, June 
12, 2013, the New York State Senate 
passed legislation sponsored by Sen-
ate Co-Leader Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester) aimed at protecting New 
York teens from one of the most in-
sidious and dangerous muscle build-
ing supplements on store shelves today. 
The bill (S.2377-A) bans the sale and 
distribution of any dietary supple-
ment containing DMAA, a danger-
ous chemical compound found in over 
a dozen products sold in GNC stores 
across the state.

DMAA has been linked to 86 re-
ports of illness and death according to 
the FDA, including the death of young 
Army Private Michael Lee Sparling, 
considered to be in peak physical con-
dition, during a routine training activity. 
One the day of his death, Pvt. Sparling 
had taken the recommended dose of 
Jack3d, a powder containing DMAA, 
before joining his unit for a scheduled 
run. After ten minutes, he collapsed 
and suffered cardiac arrest, causing 
his death. The U.S. military has since 
banned all DMAA-product from all 

of its bases.
The sale of any product contain-

ing DMAA is currently banned within 
the European Union, Canada, Austra-
lia, and New Zealand. DMAA is also 
banned by every professional and ama-
teur sports association, including the 
NFL, MLB, NBA and NCAA.

Senate Majority Coalition Leader 
Jeff Klein said, “This is a major victory 
for families and health reform advo-
cates across New York. If DMAA is 
not safe for soldiers, it’s not safe for our 
kids. These manufacturers are exploit-

ing shortcomings in FDA oversight 
to profit off of unsuspecting student 
athletes. Our kids are being told that 
DMAA will give them an edge over 
their competition. But that’s dead 
wrong. Not only are these products 
dangerous, but they jeopardize the 
athletic eligibility of anyone who uses 
them. We’re here to put an end to that. 
The outright refusal by drug mak-
ers and retailers to place a meaning-
ful warning label on these products is 
shameful. We will not allow their reck-

Continued from page 17
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lessness to endanger any more student 
athletes.”

Dr. Pieter Cohen, Professor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical School 
and Partner at Cambridge Health 
Alliance said, “It’s unacceptable that 
an experimental drug is sold is in the 

guise of a natural supplement. Senator 
Klein’s legislation is an important step 
in the right direction toward ensuring 
the safety of supplements sold in New 
York.”

In April, the FDA warned major 
manufacturers that dietary products 
containing DMAA are now “illegal.” 
However, given the FDA’s limited 

discretion over the “nutritional supple-
ment industry,” this action was not 
enough to compel retailers to discon-
tinue the sale of DMAA-laced prod-
ucts. Senator Klein’s bill is the first of its 
kind in the nation, and, if passed, would 
solidify New York’s reputation as the 
leader in sound public safety policy.

An American pharmaceutical 

company developed DMAA in the 
1940s for use as a nasal decongestant. 
But in the 1970s, faced with enhanced 
oversight by the FDA, American 
pharmaceutical companies halted pro-
duction. According to Dr. Cohen, the 
supplement’s current manufacturers 
may be using DMAA as a substitute 
for Ephedra, the dangerous and con-

troversial drug banned by the FDA 
following a string of deaths linked to 
the drug. As Dr. Pieter Cohen recently 
reported in the Archives of Internal 
Medicine, DMAA produces a series 
of physiological responses that are re-
markably similar to those created by 
Ephedra. 

LEGISLATION

Senator Latimer Passes Bill to Increase Accountability in State Agencies
ALBANY, NY -- On the afternoon 
of Wednesday, June 12, 2013, the New 
York State Senate passed a bill spon-
sored by Senator George Latimer that 
would require State agencies to fur-
nish the legislature and governor any 
strategic plans or performance reports 
prepared during the prior fiscal year.
Latimer says the bill would add an-
other mechanism for holding agencies 
accountable, ‘Implementing perfor-

mance indicators facilitates better dis-
cussion among legislators, the public, 
and agencies about what is working 
and what is not regarding state pro-
grams and policies,’ Latimer advised.

The legislation, should it be 
signed into law, would require the 
head of each State agency to release 
any strategic plans and performance 
reports annually by October 15th.

Latimer noted, ‘Performance 
measurement can provide useful in-

formation about how well services are 
provided, whether targets are being 
met, and generally assist in the ex-
amination and modification of agency 
programs.’

The bill passed the Senate with 
overwhelming bipartisan support, 
which Latimer attributed to the cur-
rent climate in Albany. ‘The recent 
scandals coming out of Albany have 
painted many of us with the same 
brush and shown the public that the 

culture of self interest is unfortunately 
alive and well. It’s incumbent upon us, 
in all political parties, to do our best 
to make sure that the taxpayers know 
that we are here with their interests 
in mind. The bill we passed today is 
a helpful step towards showing New 
Yorkers that the government is func-
tioning and that we will not let the bad 
actors among us derail our progress.’

CURRENT COMMENTARY

The Media’s Double Standard on Privacy
By LARRY M. ELKIN
You can write to Kath-
leen Sebelius, U.S. 
Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, 
at Kathleen.Sebelius@

hhs.gov or at KGS2@hhs.gov. But you 
shouldn’t expect her to read messages 
sent to either address.

Kathleen.Sebelius@hhs.gov is Se-
belius’ widely available public address. 
Until recently, KGS2@hhs.gov was her 
internal address, reserved for commu-
nication with colleagues and withheld 
from publication.

The Associated Press, however, has 
since exposed this second address, along 
with the news that Sebelius and many 
other high-level political appointees 
maintain multiple email addresses, in-
cluding some “secret” ones not known 
to the general public.

The AP submitted Freedom of In-
formation Act requests earlier this year 
to several agencies, asking for lists of 
appointees’ email addresses. Most have 
yet to comply, leading The AP to report 
that “The scope of using the secret ac-
counts across government remains a 
mystery.”

It should come as no shock that 

the email addresses top officials hand 
out to the public are not the same ones 
they use for day-to-day business. Au-
thor David Gerwitz, who wrote a book 
on email and the White House called 

“Where Have All the Emails Gone,” 
wrote a response to the AP piece that 
observed nationally known public offi-
cials need private, internal addresses “as 
a simple necessity for getting any work 

done at all.” Sebelius told Fox News, 
“27-28,000 [messages] come into the 
public email, about 400 come into the 
private email. It’s just a management 
issue. I can’t possibly answer or screen 

all of them, and I want people to get 
timely answers.”

In fact, according to Gerwitz, in 
some cases officials may even be legally 
obligated to maintain separate email 

addresses and to control the flow of 
messages into each. The Hatch Act of 
1939 prohibits most federal workers 
from mixing politics with official busi-
ness, requiring those who get their jobs 
through political appointments to use 
separate, non-government addresses 
for political communications. There is 
little reason, then, why officials should 

not, as a matter of convenience, have 
additional email addresses to sort mes-
sages from the various other groups 
they interact with.

Government-issued email ad-

dresses may technically be subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act, but 
obtaining and printing internal ad-
dresses, as The AP did, only forces of-
ficials to get new addresses. I suspect 
that Sebelius and acting Secretary of 
Labor Seth Harris, whose address was 
also published, have already set up new 
accounts.

In the process of getting lists of 
these email addresses, however, The 
AP discovered something far more 
significant: Most of the departments 
it contacted didn’t have lists. The La-
bor Department claimed it would 
cost more than $1 million and take 14 
weeks to gather the email addresses of 
its political appointees. It also suggested 
that the news agency should bear these 
costs, despite Freedom of Information 
Act provisions barring agencies from 
making such demands. The Labor De-
partment eventually conceded that it 
had made a mistake in asking for the 
money and it furnished the list, but the 
initial response indicates that the de-
partment has no established system of 
tracking the email addresses it assigns 
to employees.

The AP also asked the Health and 
Human Services Department for re-
cords documenting the procedures of-
ficials follow in order to have additional 
email addresses created. The depart-
ment’s FOIA director, Robert Eckert, 
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SOMERS, NY -- Westchester Coun-
ty Clerk candidate Mary Beth Mur-
phy (R, C, I - Somers) sewed up her 
third party endorsement on June 10, 
2013, upon announcing the endorse-
ment of the Westchester County In-
dependence Party. The support of the 
Independence Party puts Murphy in 
a strong position on the November 

ballot.
“The people of Westchester 

County deserve a County Clerk who 
is independent and will stand up for 
open government while protecting 
people’s right to privacy,” Murphy said. 
“It is an honor to be recognized as an 
independent voice who is beholden 
only to the taxpayers of Westchester 

County.”
By gaining the party’s endorse-

ment, Murphy says she is being rec-
ognized for her commitment to doing 
away with the recent partisanship that 
has troubled County Government.

Dr. Giulio Cavallo, chairman 
of the Westchester County Inde-
pendence Party, lauded his party’s 

endorsement of Murphy. “I strongly 
believe that Mary Beth Murphy will 
be our next county clerk. The Inde-
pendence Party strongly supports her 
message of fighting against unfunded 
mandates, modernizing the clerk’s 
office through increased use of elec-
tronic filings and saving taxpayer dol-

Continued on page 21

Independence Party Endorses Mary Beth Murphy for Westchester County Clerk

said that there were “no mechanisms 
in place to determine if such requests 
for the creation of secondary email 
accounts were submitted by the ap-
proximately 242 political appointees 
within HHS” and that it would be 
impossible to find any information 
about the creation of separate email 
addresses without “an extensive and 
elongated department-wide search.”

If officials need non-public email 
addresses because those addresses are 
what they use to conduct their real 
business, then those are the addresses 
that need to be accessed and searched 
in response to government investi-
gations. Kel McClanahan, executive 
director of National Security Coun-
selors, an open government group, 
told The AP, “You would hope that 
agencies doing this [using multiple 
email addresses] would keep a list of 
aliases in a desk drawer, but you know 
that isn’t happening.”

While it may be interesting to 
have records of the thousands of 

emails from individual citizens that 
fill officials’ public inboxes, those 
messages won’t help answer ques-
tions like what, exactly, Attorney 
General Eric Holder’s role was in 
investigating leaks of national secu-
rity information to the press, or who, 
exactly, in the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice decided it would be a good idea 
to target conservative groups seeking 
not-for-profit status. The answers to 
those questions are likely to be found 
in officials’ “secret” internal accounts.

It is also important to ensure that 
officials are creating only additional 
email addresses, not full-fledged ad-
ditional identities. The AP’s inves-
tigation began last year when it was 
revealed that then-EPA Administra-
tor Lisa Jackson was sending emails 
from a non-public account under the 
name of Richard Windsor. In at least 
some cases, according The AP, Jack-
son failed to inform email recipients 
of her true identity, allowing them 
to believe they were communicating 

with a lower-level employee named 
Richard Windsor.

The poor oversight of non-public 
email addresses is part of the much 
larger problem of the Obama ad-
ministration’s failure to deliver on its 
promise of transparency. On his first 
day in office, Obama instructed all 
agencies to “adopt a presumption in 
favor of disclosure.” A memorandum 
still posted on the White House’s of-
ficial website declares, “My Admin-
istration is committed to creating an 
unprecedented level of openness in 
Government.”

That has not happened. Instead, 
the Obama White House has been 
a guarded one, first refusing to re-
veal the extent of the drone program 
and now leaving Americans to guess 
after the fact, based on only limited 
amounts of declassified informa-
tion, how far the secretive PRISM 
online data-mining program really 
went. As far back as March of 2010, 
an AP report showed that at the 17 
major agencies it examined, Freedom 
of Information Act requests were 

50 percent more likely to be denied 
under Obama than they were under 
President George W. Bush.

The use of unmonitored email 
addresses is particularly problem-
atic in this context, both because it 
interferes with the administration’s 
ability to produce information when 
it is willing to do so and because it 
provides a ready-made excuse for not 
turning up records the administration 
doesn’t want to be found.

I favor almost anything that 
helps government employees to do 
their work more efficiently, and wad-
ing through thousands of emails on 
a regular basis is the opposite of ef-
ficiency. If government officials are 
going to conduct business by email 
– as opposed to, say carrier pigeon or 
handwritten letter – they need email 
addresses that are not plastered on 
their agencies’ websites.

But watchdogs and regulators 
also need tools to do their jobs ef-
ficiently, and one of those tools is a 
well-organized tracking system for all 
government-issued email addresses, 

both public and “secret.”
Like it or not, the government 

has a public interest to protect, par-
ticularly when it comes to thwart-
ing terrorist attacks. Anyone who 
thought the Feds wouldn’t be inter-
ested in where The AP got its in-
formation about the CIA’s Yemen 
exploit was naive in the extreme.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has 
provided personal financial and tax 
counseling to a sophisticated client base 
since 1986. After six years with Arthur 
Andersen, where he was a senior man-
ager for personal financial planning and 
family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., 
in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organiza-
tion, which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 
2002. The firm expanded to Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Jason Hungreder Democratic Candidate Designee for 6th Yonkers Council District
Jason Hungreder is the democratic 
candidate designated to represent 
the 6th Council District. Jason grew 
up on the rough-and-tumble streets 
of The Bronx and moved to Yonkers 
with his family 8 years ago. He holds 
fast to an inner drive to improve every 
situation he encounters, not only for 
himself, but also for as many people 
as possible.

Jason attended Mount Saint 
Michael Academy in The Bronx, a 
Marist run Catholic, all-boys high 

school. He excelled academically. The 
lessons that impressed him the most 
were not distilled from textbooks, 
rather, they were gleaned from living 
life. Jason takes exceptional pride in 
the life lessons he’s learned regarding 
the needs of others by spending time 
helping those in need, donating when 
he can, and reaching out to assist in 
the development of Yonkers youth.

Upon his graduation from 
Mount Saint Michael, Jason went on 
to earn a degree from Zicklin’s School 

of Business at Baruch College. The 
skills he acquired there have allowed 
him to effectively, creatively, and ef-
ficiently deal with problems that arise 
in most aspects of life, ranging from 
day to day activities to complex tasks.

His expertise is infused with the 
disciplines of business and real estate, 
and balanced with strong ethical val-
ues. Jason hopes to improve the eco-
nomic and educational concerns that 
plague Yonkers. He brings an open 
sense of wonder and exploration of 

the possibilities among the plethora 
of ideas that can be translated for 
Yonkers benefit; ranging from en-
hancements in the quality of life to 
the structure of pre-kindergarten 
programs. Overall, Jason looks to 
make Yonkers the best it can be.

Become a friend on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/friend-
sofjasonhungreder, direct email to: 
friendsofjasonhungreder@gmail.com

POLITICSSection

CURRENT COMMENTARY

The Media’s Double Standard on Privacy

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=eb863a3d67&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=eb863a3d67&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=f438ba7786&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=ef0a0a2fdd&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7b1b097e14&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7b1b097e14&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=8923db0c5b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=8923db0c5b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=8923db0c5b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=9e1c0f6e5f&e=23984343dd
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofjasonhungreder
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofjasonhungreder
mailto:friendsofjasonhungreder@gmail.com
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CAMPAIGN TRAIL

YONKERS, NY - Liam McLaughlin’s campaign ef-
fort for Yonkers City Council President picked up a 
boost this week as the Westchester County Indepen-
dence Party announced its support of his candidacy on 
Monday. The endorsement means that he will have an 
opportunity to appear on the November ballot with 
multiple party lines.

Liam McLaughlin, a certified public accountant 
(CPA), attorney, and former Yonkers City Councilman, 
has already received the backing of the city’s Republican 
Party, which makes him the only candidate in the race 
endorsed by multiple parties.

“We strongly endorse Liam McLaughlin for 
Council President. His experience as a business man 
and financial attorney in the private sector, along with 
his years of proven public service, make him uniquely 
qualified to help lead Yonkers in the right direction,” 
said Westchester County Independence Party Chair-
man Dr. Julio Cavallo.

“I am proud to accept the Independence Party’s 
endorsement, and I will work hard during this cam-
paign and over the next four years to earn the backing 
of its members and leadership. In particular, I want to 
thank Chairman Cavallo for his leadership and sup-
port,” McLaughlin said.

McLaughlin, 45,served ten years as Yonkers City 
Councilman. He has both private sector expertise, 
gained over years of practice as a financial attorney, and 
public sector experience, earned from a decade of deal-

ing with municipal budgets, making him what some 
have said as the best suited candidate to tackle the fi-
nancial challenges currently facing the City of Yonkers.

McLaughlin’s agenda for Yonkers includes a strong 
focus on job growth and economic development, hold-
ing the line on property taxes, better public schools, and 
a focus on neighborhood quality of life.

To learn more about the candidate, please visit visit:
www.McLaughlin2013.com

McLaughlin’s City Council President 
Campaign Effort Builds Support Builds with 
Independence and GOP Party Endorsements

Independence Party Endorses Murphy for Westchester County Clerk

lars through shared services, something that has been 
severely lacking in the current administration,” he said.

Having the support of the Independence party 
is often considered critical to a candidate’s chances at 
success in November.

Cavallo said Murphy has a proven track record of 
independent leadership in her seven terms as Somers 
Town Supervisor.

“Mary Beth Murphy is the type of honest, effec-
tive manager Westchester County needs in the Clerk’s 
office,” Cavallo said. “I look forward to joining the In-
dependence party in working hard to elect her come 
November.”

“We can do a lot better in our County Clerk’s of-
fice,” Murphy said. “We need leadership and someone 
who can collaborate effectively with all levels of gov-
ernment. I am the right woman for the job.”

To learn more, visit http://marybethmur-
phy2013.com .

SOURCE: Mary Beth for Westchester County 
Clerk Campaign.

Continued from page 20

http://marybethmurphy2013.com
http://marybethmurphy2013.com
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By GLENN SCHERER
The United States gov-
ernment is spying on 
the American people.

A shadowy organization known as 
the National Security Agency has been 
given authority by the Bush/Obama 
administrations, Congress and the 
courts to potentially track, collect and 

read every email and listen to every 
phone call you’ve ever made.

You and I have no knowledge of 
when they’re eavesdropping and no 
legal recourse.

“It is an incredibly invasive system 
of surveillance worldwide that has zero 
checks of any kind,” says Guardian 
newspaper journalist Glenn Green-
wald who broke the story. The govern-
ment’s objective, he says, is nothing 
less than “destroying all remnant of 
privacy.”

The U.S. government is also using 
the IRS, FBI and other agencies to ha-
rass diverse groups – ranging from the 
Tea Party on the right to the Occupy 
Movement on the left – anyone who 
expresses legitimate grievances against 
the government.

It must stop – Now.
Both the Obama and Bush ad-

ministrations likely carried out these 
acts of surveillance and harassment in 
violation of the U.S. Constitution. That 
they legitimized their deeds via the 
Patriot Act and Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA) is no excuse 
for spying on law abiding Americans.

Who’s being spied on? Well, if you 
have a phone or email account with 
Verizon, AT&T, Sprint, Google, Mi-

crosoft (Hotmail), Facebook, YouTube, 
AOL, Skype, or Apple, then NSA can 
access your data for collection, analysis 
and storage without your knowledge.

“They quite literally can watch 
your ideas form as you type,” says the 
career intelligence officer who coura-
geously leaked the story to the Wash-
ington Post and Guardian. The Wall 
Street Journal reports that NSA even 
collects credit card transaction data.

The NSA top secret spying pro-
gram – known as PRISM – has been 
in full swing since 2007, says the 
newspapers. Our government admits 
to these facts, and to constructing a 
Utah data storage center with enough 
computer memory to likely hold every 
word Americans privately share over 
their entire lives.

No one – no one – can be trusted 
with such a treasure house of informa-
tion.

One has to wonder how Mar-
tin Luther King and the Civil Rights 
movement would have fared under 
such a system. It is clear that the veil 
of secrecy cloaking NSA’s vast spying 
operation makes responsible manage-
ment of surveillance impossible.

It must end – Today. Those who 
approved spying on the American 
people need to be held accountable, 
and criminal investigations need to be 
conducted. The Patriot Act and FISA 
should be revoked, and the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security broken 
up.

A non-government, non-military 
bipartisan blue ribbon commission of 
respected citizens needs to be given 
full powers to investigate NSA. Illegal 
spying abuses must be ferreted out and 
unlimited data collection ended.

Some will say the threat of terror-
ism is too great to bring spying abuses 
into the sunlight. I suggest that those 
arguing for greater secrecy look at the 
all-seeing surveillance networks of 
Russia under Stalin and Putin, Ger-
many under Hitler, and Iraq under 
Saddam Hussein, to see the greater 
risk of unlimited secret police powers.

There is no place in a democracy 
for carte blanche spying on a nation’s 
people.

I suggest that the investigation of 
our spy network start with the higher 
ups, with Director of National Intel-
ligence James Clapper, who arrogantly 
declared that: “The unauthorized 
disclosure of information about [the 
PRISM spying] program is reprehen-
sible and risks important protections 
for the security of Americans.”

Let us see how Mr. Clapper re-
sponds when every email he has writ-
ten and phone call he has made since 
2007 is subpoenaed for public scrutiny.

Likewise with anyone in the Bush 
or Obama White House, Congress, or 
the Courts who played a role in this 
abuse of power.

In the days after 9/11, Ameri-
cans, seeing terrorist enemies on every 
airline flight and under every bush, 
allowed Congress to pass the Patriot 
Act and to create the Department of 
Homeland Security. We did not give 
permission for NSA’s unlimited spying 
powers.

If you don’t think this is scary, 
consider your next email or phone call. 
NSA may be listening and storing ev-
ery word. Does that make you feel safe?

President Obama dismisses fed-
eral invasions of privacy as a minor 
“inconvenience” However, there is no 
greater threat to democracy than mass 
secret surveillance of citizens.

It must stop – Now. And if it 
means that legislators and Supreme 
Court justices and even presidents go 
to jail – if that is what it takes to make 
Americans safe from the prying eyes 
and ears of secret surveillance by our 
own government – then let the heads 
of state roll.
Glenn Scherer is the senior editor of Blue 
Ridge Press. He lives in Vermont.

Spacious, clean cold storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 

/M) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 

8 Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 

options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 

day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

WL MANAGEMENT LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/22/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Reg-
istered Agent: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 
Brooklyn, NY 11228.

Notice of Formation
Isabella’s Beauty Salon LLC Arts of Org. 
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on 
April 8, 2013. Office location: Westches-
ter County, SSNY is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it 
may beserved. SSNY shall mail process 
to:54 Lawrence St., Yonkers, NY 10705. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

GREEN CIRCLE MANAGEMENT, LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/8/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave, STE. 
305  White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

FIG TREE BOOKS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 64 Quarry LN. Bedford, NY 
10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

311 COSTER STREET ASSOCIATES LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 4/19/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to Marc D. Pogostin P.C. 
305 North Ave 1st FL New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HOLTBY DESIGN STUDIO LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Iselin Terrace Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JJC BROOKLYN LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/6/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
3010 Westchester Ave Ste. 106 Purchase, 
NY 10577. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Office Space Available- 
Prime Location,  

Yorktown Heights 
1,000 Sq. Ft.:  

$1800.  
Contact Wilca:  

914.632.1230 

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Yonkers Bronx border  
off S.Bway. Quiet st.  

Convenient to  
# 1, 2, 9 Buses.  

New Kit. Pvt. Entrance. 
Call 914.613.7487

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

OP-EDSection
PRIVACY

NSA Spying on Us Must Stop Now

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)
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A Change We Can Believe In
By BOB WEIR
Now that an African-
American has been 
elected and reelected 
to the highest office in 
the land, are we ready 

to come to the conclusion that Af-
firmative Action (AA) has worked, 
therefore, it is no longer necessary? 
In 1961, President Kennedy signed 
an executive order instructing federal 
contractors to take “affirmative ac-
tion” to ensure against discrimination. 
Three years later, President Johnson 
signed the Civil Rights Act which 
prohibited race-based discrimination 
by large employers, public or private. 
In doing so he created the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Com-
mission (EEOC), which became the 
driving force in AA policies. Soon, 
the policy was expanded to include 
other minorities and women, man-
dating that they receive favored treat-
ment in hiring and promotions. Since 
then there have been several Supreme 
Court rulings and presidential asser-
tions about the use of quotas in hir-

ing and in acceptance to educational 
institutions.
Anyone who has been around for 
the last few decades has witnessed 
a sea change in attitudes by whites 
toward blacks. And, anyone aware of 
recent history knows that the days of 
“white only” and “colored only” water 
fountains, segregated schools and sit-
ting in the back of the bus are ugly 
memories of hypocrisy for a country 
that proudly touted its freedom and 
the Constitution that guaranteed it. 
In addition, the women’s movement 
has successfully changed attitudes in 
the marketplace and in the politi-
cal arena. Undoubtedly, the country 
needed a balancing of the scales if 
those disadvantaged groups were ever 
to be competitive with their more 
privileged counterparts. The question 
that many are now asking is; how 
much more evidence is needed to end 
a policy that uses discrimination to, 
ostensibly, end discrimination? A few 
decades ago, the idea of a woman, or 
a black man, being seriously consid-
ered for president was unfathomable 
to most voters. After Barack Obama 

beat Hillary Clinton in 2008 and 
Mitt Romney last year, it should be 
patently evident, despite what you 
may think about the choice, that this 
generation is more enlightened than 
its predecessors.

With two presidential election 
victories to his credit, one thing is 
certain, the number of whites who 
have cast their ballots for Mr. Obama 
proves that, for most voters, color is 
not a negative aspect of their decision. 
In fact, for many voters, both black 
and white, Obama’s blackness may 
have been the most significant reason 
for their choice. With all of the fore-
going in mind, how can we continue 
to use a policy that appears to refute 
and disregard the progress made by 
blacks since 1961? With an African-
American leading the most powerful 
nation on earth for 8 years, is it fair to 
maintain a system that prolongs the 
discrimination of qualified whites in 
favor of less qualified blacks?

Furthermore, the very idea of 
continuing a policy which drives 
home the message that blacks can’t 
make it in this country without ra-
cial quotas and preferences makes a 
mockery of, not only Obama’s politi-
cal success, but of every black person’s 

efforts to reach personal goals with-
out the stigma of having done so only 
because the government gave them 
an unfair advantage. To say that some 
prejudice still exists is to say that 
the sun still rises in the east. “Some” 
prejudice will always exist, but as long 
as it is relegated to a narrow-minded 
coterie of ignorant malcontents and 
not identified with the overwhelm-
ing majority of decent people, it 
shouldn’t be used to justify what is 
merely another form of discrimina-
tion. If blacks are ever to be viewed 
as equals, the perception of them as 
needy must change.

Inasmuch as our president has 
mesmerized a sizable portion of a na-
tion with his eloquent oratory about 
“change,” why not make a change 
proclaiming that AA had its intend-
ed effect and is now as much a relic of 
the past as those “Negroes need not 
apply” signs that stood in the win-
dows of retail stores in the old South? 
Nevertheless, many blacks are reluc-
tant to relinquish the boost they get 
from AA because it cuts down on the 
competition, which is certainly an ad-
vantage we’d all like to have. But when 
that advantage saddles them with the 
image that they are incapable of suc-

ceeding against whites, even though 
the playing field has been leveled, 
the myth of inferiority will persist. 
Then the question will be; how many 
African-American presidents, sena-
tors, governors and billionaires will 
it take to cause a psychological shift 
among the black population that will 
give them the confidence to compete 
without special advantages awarded 
by the government? Obama’s ascen-
dancy makes it abundantly clear that 
Martin Luther King’s “dream” has 
been realized. Perhaps it‘s time for 
Obama to say, “Ending Affirmative 
Action is a change we can believe in.”
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten 
of which were performed in plainclothes 
undercover assignments. Bob began a 
writing career about 12 years ago and 
had his first book published in 1999. Bob 
went on to write and publish a total 
of seven novels, “Murder in Black and 
White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers that 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” and 
“Out of Sight.” He also became a syn-
dicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human.”

 WEIR ONLY HUMAN

http://www.rat-dog.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.7166666667,-74.0&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.7166666667,-74.0%20(New%20York%20City)&t=h
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        


